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REPORT NO. 121
HISTORICAL OFFICER
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS

8 Aug 44
Canadian Operations in the LIRI Valley (Italy),
May - June, 1944
1. The present report is a preliminary account of

the part played by Canadian ¥ilitary Forces in the large-
scale operations in the Itallian theatre of war in the early
summer of 1944. A complete narrative of the Canadian share
in these operationa will be orepared in due course, and the
present one must be regarded as a provisional-.outline only.
It 1s based upon a narrative prepared for the use of No. 10
Intermediate Canadian War Staff Course. A4t the time when
that narrative was prepared, the report of H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps
on the operations was not yet available. This report has
now been received and information from it has been incorpor-
ated in the account which follows. '

2. The victorious operations which are described in
part in this report have resulted in the liberation from the
Germans of a large portion ol Italy, including the city of
ROME, The Allied offensive, directed by General Sir Harold
Alexander as C.-in-C., Allied Armies in Italy, began on 1l
May 44. Canadian trocps wer2 engaged in it from that date
until 4 Jun, on which day tha Fifth Army occupied ROME. At
the beginning of the offensive, the Allied Armies were in
position on the GARIGLIANO, roughly 80 miles from ROME; at
the moment of writing (1 Aug 44) they are in the outskirts
of FLORENCE, having advanced more than 200 miles up the pen~-
insula in considerably less chan two months.

Se Although H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps and 5 Cdn Armd Div pro-
ceeded to the Mediterranean I{rom the United Kingdom in the
autumn of 1943, and although H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps took responsi-
bility for a sector of the static Adriatic front for some
weeks during the winter, these were the first important op-
erations in which 1 Cdn Corpa cperated as a Corps and 5 Cdn
Armd Div as a Division. 1 Cdn Inf Div, which had been in
the Mediterranean theatre since the assault on Sicily (10
Jul 43) was under command 1 Cdn Corps during the operations.
1l Cdn Armd Bde also participated, but under British command.

PRELIMINARIES OF THII OPERATIONS

4. Throughout the winter and early spring months of 1944
the Allied Forces in Italy had been held up by bad weather
and strong enemy positions along a line from just North of
ORTONA on the ADRIATIC to the mouth of the GARIGLIANO River
on the TYRRHENIAN coast. Due to the mountainous nature of
most of this front the entrance to the LIRI Valley, guarded
by CASSINO and its Monaatery Hill, was the scene of the

main Allied attempts at a breakthrough. Filerce attacks were
made by American and French t roops in this sector late in
January and temporary bridgeheads secured across the RAPIDO
River. The heavy fighting continued into February with Im-
perial troops taking over the attack. On 15 Feb the much
talked of air attack on the famous Monastery on MONTE CASSINO
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took place, but the Allies falled to take the hill. In the
middle of March a seconc big offensive was introduced by a
2,000-ton air raid on trhe town of CASSINO. The RAPIDO
River was again crossed and entrance into the town effected
by New Zealand troops, btut after very heavy fighting the
attack failed (War Office Weekly Intelligence Reviews).

5. Throughout April and early May there was little
change on this or any other part of the Itallan front.
However, plans were beirg made for a large-scale offensive
which was to involve many of the Lighth Army formations
from the relatively dormant Northern sector of the iine.

6. 1 Cdn Corps and 1 Cdn Armé Bde were among the
formations assigned to take part in this offensive; but
the latter was slated tc operate with 13 Corps.

7. 1 Cdn Inf Div ended its long period of duty on

the ADRIATIC coast under 5 Corps on 21 Apr 44 when it was
relieved by 10 Ind Inf TCliv. The Canadian division moved
South to the CAMPOBASSO area, setting up 1ts new Headquarters
at VINCHIATURO. Following a 48<hour rest it entered upon a
period of refitting and special training. Each brigads in
turn moved into the rolling country between LUCERA and TROIA
for special Infantry-cum~-tank training with 25 (Brit) Army
Tk Bde. 1 Cdn Armd Bde carried out similar training with 8
Ind Inf Div. b6 Cdn Armd Div had been 1n training in a re-
serve area for a considerably longer period (Summary of Op-
erations 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1-15 May 44; Narrative of the Oper=-
ations of 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 1l~16 May 44, as gilven to Hist
Offr 1 Cdn Corps by Brig. W.C. Murphy, 24 May 44).

8. The movement of all the formeationa into their con=
centration areas prilor to their going into action was suce
cessfully concealed from the enemy by the carrying out of a
very carefully prepared camouflage plan. The extent to which
the enemy were deceived may be judged by reading the follow =~
ing extract from 1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summary No. 80 :

. It will be seen that the picture presented to the
enemy command was very faulty and corresponded ex-
actly to what the Allied command wanted him to be-
lieve. He underestimated our strength in the arsea
of our main attack by no less than seven divs. As
a8 result he credited us with having much larger re-
serves in the back areas and in view of this and the
fact tnat he believed at least three of these divs
to be on or near the coast, where landling exerclses
were going on, he appreciated that our frontal at-
tack was only a diversion and that we intended to
carry out another landing in hie rear. His dia-=
poaltions on 11 May were clearly based on this be-
lief; he had the minimum number of tps in the line
and his reserve divs were dispcsed along the WEST
coast to meet the landing which he confidently ex-
pected. As a result our attack was made in much
greater strength than he expected (in the FIC sec-=

. tor, for instance, in more than four t imes the
strength he expected) which greatly assisted our
Initial success. All German divs in reserve were
either grouped round the ANZIO Beachhead or strung
out along the Western coast, and by the time the
enemy had decided his fears of s landing were ground-
less, these reserves were so slcw in reaching the
scene of battle that they were drawn in and destroyed
piecemeal.
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(Fxtract from 1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summary No. 80,
3 Jun 44 (Based on the captured intelligence files of
the (Gérman Fourteenth Army)).

(cf. "CANADIAN OPERATIONS -~ MEDITERRALTAN ARFA, Extracts from
War Diaries and Memoranda (Series 19)" of 8 Jun 44, contain-
ing a report by G.S.0. III (Cam), 1 Cdn Corps, on "Use of Cam~
ouflage to Conceal Concentration in Front of the GUSTAV LINE").

GIRMAN DFFENCE SYSTFM IN THE LIRI VALLEY

9. The LIRI Valley is a level stretch of land some three
to five mliles wide running “rom South-Fast to North-West and
flanked on either side by parallel mountain renges. The moun-
tains are studded with occasional hill villages, and to the
South=West are traversed by a falr number of tracks and pas-
sable trails. The North-Rastern range terminates abruptly at
CASSINO and 1s of a higher average helght than the Western
range. MONTE CASSINO (Monastery Hill), some 1500 feet above
sea level, lles directly West of the town, while MOUNT CAIRO
(6000 rt) is six miles to the North-Weat. The LIRI River,
which runs Eastwards along the Southern side of the Valley,
joins the GARI (RAPIDO) som2 six miles South of CASSINO, and
then turning South becomes the GARIGLIANO®. North-West from
the GARI River the LIRI Valley is very flat and open for the
first few mlles; gradually vecoming more rolling and fairly
heavily wooded. S8Six or seven miles from the beginning of the
Velley a series of transverse gulleys run Suuth-West towards
the LIRI River. The whole area was under intense cultivation
and there was considerable standing grain ("1l Cdn Inf Bde in
the LIRI Valley Battle" by Comd 1 Cdn Inf Bde: Maps Italy
1:80 ,000,. sheets 160, I, II, III, 159, IV, 151, II, III)-

10, The GUSTAV LINE was a strongly defended zone running
South from CASSINO along the West bank of the RAPIDO (GARI)
River, while the ADOLF HITLTVR LINE was bullt as a still more
formidable alternative, pivoting on W. CAIRO. The latter was
built over a period of five months but, perhaps because of the
earlier German success on the GUSTAV Front, was never quite
completed. It ran across the LIRI Valley roughly North to
South, PIEDIMONTE -~ AQUINO « PONTECORVO - S. OLIVA, and had a
depth of 700 - 900 yards. After the battle 1 Cdn Inf Div made
a detalled report on the sector of the line between AQUINO -
PONTECORVO, through which they attacked on 25 May. Their gen-
eral description of the line was in part as followa: .

o « o odn front of the line was a 1000 yds of flat
ground with thick aburdant crops, which limited ob-
servation from both the high ground of the HITLER
LINE and our own posns. Although the enemy, because
of time and disorganization, had failed to establish
any outposts on this flat, any movement on it was
;2gjaoted to intense nmortaring, arty and nebelwerfer
P
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" % The River, which is callad the RAPIDO in the vicinity
of CASSINO, becomes the GARI lower down before its
junction with the LIRI.
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The only natural inf obstacle was along our right
flank « the FORME D'AQUINO., Wire was contimious
across the front with small 10 foot gaps covered by
fire. A few antie-persomnel mines were scattered
among the wire behind. Tank goling across the whole
front was good in certain places, only there being an
anti-tank ditch 2000 yds long cutting off the approael
to PONTECORVO on the main road PIGNATARO - PONTECORVO
Teller mines had been hurriedly laid in front of this
ditch and within range of Antl-~Tank gun fire. Also.
laid amongz the Tellers were wooden box mines.

The main def of the HITLER LINE was A Tk and these
defs had received priority in comstruction. Nine Mz
V tank turrets on well~bullt concrete bases, with
living quarters bolow ground, were the A Tk nodal
points.® Grouped around these In every case were two
to three towed 75 and 50 mm A Tk guns; these

were however not dug in. Inf posns were divided be=
tween two-men LG pillboxes and the conventional
slit trench. The majority of the posns were in simpl
earthworks, A few inf posns at the back of the line
wore found in uncampleted concrete bases prepared for
the Mk V turrets, and TOBRUK STELLUNGS; most dsmo-
lished houses hid Mi'S..ee.

("Report HITLER LINE Defences" by G.S. 1 Cdn Inf Div, Italy, Jume
1944, pc.l; 1 Cdn Corps Intellizence Summardes, 1 May - 24 Hay 44).

THE ATTACK OPENS - 1 CON ARMD BDE, 1116 MAY

11, The offonsive, which was to open on the night 11/12 May,
involved consilderable regrouplag of both Elghth and Fifth Armlesn.
The Eighth Army took over the sector from the junctlon of the
‘RAPIDO and LIRI Rivers Northward. The ettack was to be made all
the way from the TYRRHENIAN Sez on the left to North of CASSINO om
the right with the LIRI River as the boundary beiween the two Armi
Thus the Eighth Army was attacking only on a short sector of the
long front from the LIRI River to the ADRIATIC (5 Corps had been
detached from Bighth Army for the purpose of holding the dormam®
ADRTATIC sector). A separate attack was to be launchsed from the
ANZIO Beachhead (esteblished in the previous January), the time an
directiocn being dependent on the course of the main battle. 13 Cox
fecing CASSINO and the LIRI Valley was to make the major atteck onm
the Eighth Army front, while on their right the Polish Corps (Pol-
corps) was to attack through the mountains and cut off CASSINO and
the Monastery. 10 Corps on the right of Polcorps was to hold, but
prior to the attack every effort was made to deceive the enemy int
believing that the main attack was to be delivered on that sector,
The intention was to pineh out CASSINO and advance up the LIRI
Valley North of the river to prlerce the HITLER LINE astride Highwe
Noe.6. The French Expeditionary Corps (F.E.C,) of the Fifth Ammy
wes to advance through the movntains South-West of the ILIRI River
on the left flank of 135 Corps. 13 Corps was to open 1ts attack
South of CASSINO with 8 Ind Irf Div on the left and 4 (Brit) Inf I
on the right (C.M.H.Qs File 4/Gen Apprec/3; General Notes on Ope-
rationg 1ssued by A«CeloGeSe (Opa),'WoO., May 1944] eable FHGCT °
F46748; Linvep 152 dated 16 Mey, 44: "Report ©f CeCeR.As 1 Cdn
ggzgs}on Operations of Canadlen Artillery- in Italy, May - June

= These emplacements were fitted with 75 mm Pak 42 gms.
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12, “The attack opened along the whole front at 2300
hour: on 11 May with a heavy artillery barrage in which 1 Cdn
A.G.R.A. and R.C.A. 1 Cdn Inf Div took part. This account
will confine itself co tnaet sertor & the front in which Ca-
nadian troops participated in the attack.

13, 8 Ind Inf Div supported by 1 Cdn Armd Bde effected
crossings of the GARI (RAPIDO) South of the village of S.
ANGELO, square 8614, The infantry assault went in at 2345
hours with three troops of tanks deployed on the river-bank
to help cover the crossings. It was "an unorthodox use of
tanks" but, according to the commander of 17 Ind Inf Bde,
their assistance was invaluable. Another idea developed by
the Canadian Brigade was the launching of the Bailey bridge
by tanks. Two tanks were omployed, both speclally fitted,
one having the turret and gun removed. Thils operation was
actually carried out during the assault and the bridge safely
launched in the face of the enemy holding the far bank. It
would have been impossible to have built a normal Bailey
bridge at this ppint. This bridge was successfully completed
by 0830 hours 12 May; one of the three other bridges at-
tempted had been completed as early as 0730 hours, by gal-
i:?thwgrk on the part of Indian sappers (Narrative of Brig.
PRy o

14, As soon as the bridges were completed two sgua-
drons of tanks from 1l and 14 Cdn Armd Regte proceeded a-~
cross the river to support the infantry who were pinned down
on the flat ground on the other side by very heavy enemy fire,.
Of the tanks that got across during the course of the day some
15 became bogged down in the soft ground on the far side, but
all were extricated by gallant work of the Brigade R.E.M.E.
under enemy flre. During the day the infantry were only able
to penetrate a few hundred yards beyond the river but one squa-
dron of tanks relieved pressure by pressing forward a thousand
yards on its own through difficult and close country to a peint
at 849141 which was known by the code name HIGHGATE. Several
anti-tank and self-propelled guns and a Pz Kw IV were knocked
-?ut by)this squadron, and many German infantry were killed
ibid.).

15.° - On the right, 4 Div had managed to cross the river
but were 1ln an even more difficult position since they had been
unable to complete any bridges. On 13 May, there was hard and
bitter fighting to expand the bridgeheads. 8. ANGELO fell dur-
Ing the afternoon. 14 Cdn Armd Regt and one of the Indian Bri-
gades pushed forward during the day and made firm thelr line in
the vicinity of HIGHGATE, capturing PANACCIONI (851137) in the
evening. The remaining armoured regiment and infantry brigade
crogsed the river that night. Supply of petrol and ammunition
over the bridges under ealmost constant shellfire was a problem=
but by the night of 13/14 May by working without rest and re-
gardless of fire, the Echelon persomnnel of the three Armoured
Regiments, using cut-down Stuart tanks, had succeeded in bulld-
ing up)a sufficient dump to sliminate worries on that score
(ivid.). '

16, On the right the situation was eased when 4 Div
got two bridges over and thrust forward for some 1500 yards-
During the night 13/14 May and the following day 78 (Brit)
Inf Div crossed the river in the rear of the Indian Division
and swung North to cut Highway No. 6 and isclate CASSINO and
the Monastery (ibild.). '
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17, On the l4th a squadron of 15 Cdn Armd Regt end 21
Ind Inf Bde attacked to cut the road CASSINO-PIGNATARO.
Again very heavy fighting ensued, the (Germans being strong
in machine-guns and anti-tank weapons. On three occasions
Canadian tanks fought thelr way forward alone for over a
thousand yards. Snipers, overlooked in the close country by
the tanks, prevented the infantry from getting forward and
the tanks had to return. By nightfall they had reached
MASSA EVANGELISTA (8314) (;bid.?a

18, On the morning of 15 May the remaining uncommlitted
squadron of 12 Cdn Armd Regt and the remaining uncommitted
battalion of 21 Ind Inf Bde fought thelr way slowly but
surely to the cross-roads, 827159, to cut the CASSINO-PIGNA-
TARO road. Meanwhile 11 Cdn Armd Regt and its brigade had
advanced to link up with them. 14 Cdn Armd Regt and the re-
maining Indian Brigade drove directly West and had some very
heavy fighting. Just as night fell they burst into PIGNA-
TARO, capturing or killing the entire garrison. There was
now no question of the attacking forces being driven back
over the GARI and a firm base had been secured for a drive
against the HITLFR LINE (ibid.).

19, The complete absence of mines and the fact that the
anti-tank gun screen was not effective had mads it apparent
that the Germans never expected tanks to get into the LIRI
Valley (ibid.).

1st CANADIAN INFANTRY DIVISION, 15-28 MAY

20, On 16 May, 1 Cdn Corps, from reserve, took over the
Southern sector of the 13 Corps front. The Corps Commander,
Lt.~-Cen. E.L.M. Burns, 0.B.E., M.,C., planned to send his in-
fantry division forward first to break through the HITLER

LINE and to follow through with his armoured division, On

15 May, 1 Cdn Corps issued an Operation Instruction detailing
the takeover by 1 Cdn Inf Div. On 14 and 15 May, Mda jor-Gen-
eral C. Vokes, D.S.0., G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div, visited the G.0.C.
8 Ind Inf Div, and made detailed arrangements for the takeover,
1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was to cross and relieve 19 Ind Inf Bde dur-
ing the night 15/16 May on the line PIGNATARO Scuth to the
LIRI, while 3 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was to cross over and relieve 21
Ind Inf Bde on the following night. 1 Cdn Armd Bde went into
reserve, but 12 Cdn Armd Regt remained with 1 Cdn Corps to '
support 3 Cdn Inf Bde. General Vokes assumed command of the
sector at 2215 hours, 16 May ("The LIRI Valley Battle, 1 Cdn
Corps Narrative of Events"; Report of G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div).

23, During 17 and 18 May, 1 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes advanced
simultaneously toward the HITLFR LINE, right and left respect-
lvely, meeting enemy resistance. They reached the FORME D'
AQUINO where they consolidated for the night of the 18th and
patrolled strongly. 1 and 4 Fd Coys, R.C.E., constructed one
D.S. and two 8.3. Balley bridges across the FORME DYAQUINO at
783153, 774177 and 773174 by 1800 hours; three further bridges
were censtructed on 19 May. There was a bad traffic-jam with
a column of vehicles of 6 (Brit) Armd Div, fer across their
Corps boundary, before 3 Cdn Inf Bde succeeded in getting all
its trensport across. 2 Cdn Inf Bde remained in the reserve
area East of PIGNATARO ("Advance to and Breaching of the
ADOLF HITLFR LINE by 3 Cdn Inf Bde"; Miistory of the Royal Ca-

‘nadian Engineers, 1 Canadian Corps Operations in Italy, May

~ June 1944").,
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22, : On the night of 17 May 1 Cdn Corps issued an Operation

Instruction ordering the breach of the HITLER LINE and exploi-
tation through to FROSINONE, 11 Cdn Inf Bde Gp moved into the
area Fast of the FORME D'AQUINO and came under command of 1 Cdn
Inf Div (Report of 1 Cdn GCorps).

23, By this time 306 Prisoners of War had been taken

and an estimated 400 other casualties Inflicted on the enemy
since the time when contact was made. Less than 500 Germans,
it was estimated, managed to withdraw to the HITLER LINE de-
fences, there to join an heterogeneous assortment of troops who
had been in the line no longer than 48 hours. The Corps Intel-
ligence Summary of 20 May estimated the enemy strength from
MONTE CAIRO to the LIRI River on 18 May, as 8300, The 1l Cdn
Inf Div Report on the HITLER LINE listed the enemy troops under
command of 90 P.G, Div, 19-24 May, on the 1l Cdn Inf Div front
as 1085 infantry (mostly from 361 and 576 Gren Regts) and a
mlscellaneous assortment of artillery, engineer. tank and
signal units in support. Thils force was very dlsorganized due
to the heavy loases suffered and the rapid advance of the Ca-
nadlans., This disorganization extended not only to the com-
mitting of mechanized battle-groups of various units and even
arms, but to & break-down 1in enemy communications ("The Enemy
on the ADOLF HITLER LINE, May 1944, GS. I, H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div

- =L TN

C.M.F."; "Report HITLER LINE Defences by G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Ini Div).

24. On 19 May, 1 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes made contact with the
defences of the ADOLF HITLER LINE and began intensilve recon-
nalssance and patrolling to discover or to confirm what was
already known about the defences and determine whether the
enemy intended to hold the line. The Royal 22e Regiment at-
tacked in square 7419 but the enemy reacted strongly with
heavy machine-gun mortar and artillery fire from prepared
positions. It was evident that he intended to fight for the
HITLER LINE and that a properly "teed-up" attack with strong
artillery support would be necessary. Therefore the R. 22e
R. were withdrawn to their original positions (Reports by
G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div and by 3 Cdn Inf Bde)-.

25. The next three days were spent in elaborate prepar-
ations for the main drive through the line. During this short
interval the artillery was to apply a continuous systematlc
softening-up process against the defences. The bombardment
was to commence at once and grow in volume as more guns could
be brought to bear, Approximately 400 guns were employed from
the resources of 1 and 5 Cdn Divs, 1 Cdn A.G.R.A., F.E.C. and
13 F.A. Bde. (The artillery of the French Corps on the left
who were most anxlous to cooperate, was of great aasiatancaus
The plan was in full swing before midnight 18/20 May to the
extent of approximately 1000 rounds per gun on known enemy
strong points (Report of G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div; "Artillery 1
cdn)Inf Div in the LIRI Valley Battle", by C.R.A. 1 Cdn Inf
Div). '

26. The general tactlcal situation across the front by
the night 20/2]1 May was as follows. On the right 4 Div had
taken CASSINO on 18 May, while the Polish Corps had taken
Monastery H1ll on the same day and had pushed along the spine
of M. CAIRO almost to PIEDIMONTE finally breaking the resis-
tance of 1 Para Div in this sector which had so long provided
a hinge for the defence of the LIRI Valley. In the valley
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below, 6 (Brit) Armd Div had reached AQUINO, from which however
they had been forced to withdraw to an area near the airfileld
to the East, On thelr left elements of 78 Div had reached the
HITLFR LINE and were in position before it. 1 Cdn Inf Div sec-
tor extended from exclusive AQUINO to the LIRI River. On the
left the French had had perhaps the greatest success; begin-
ning a turning movement on the Western flank of the ADOLF HIT-
LER LINE. After taking S. OLIVA on 17 May, they succeeded in
rolling up the line as far as a suburb of PONTECORVO on the
Weat bank of the LIRI River. At the same time they had cap-
tured M. LEUCIO (6717) three miles Weat from PONTECORVO and
thus turned the enemy's main line of advance and-obtained
observation over the main approaches of his forward positions.
The HITLFR LINE itself; as we have seen, was lightly held
(Report of 1 Cdn Corps - "Lessons from the Breakthrough of

the HITLER LINE" by Lt.-Gen., Burns; War 0ffice Weekly Intel-
ligence Review, 31 Muy 44).

27, The German position was so compromised that it was
hoped that he could be turned out of the HITLER LINE by
pressure on both flanks thus avoiding a costly frontal attack.
However, since the object of the operations was to destroy
the enemy forces, or at least to exert sufficient pressure to
ensure the success of the breakthrough from the ANZIO bridge-
head, it was important to bring him to battle and strike him
an effective blow (Report of 1 Cdn Corps - Lessons).

28, On 20 May 1 Cdn Corps issued Operation Instruction
No. 10 which was slightly changed when Corps orders were is-~
sued verbally at a conference that afternoon. These were con-
firmed in the form of 1 Cdn Corps Operation Order No. 1 (see
Appendix "aA").

The op was to be called "CHESTERFIELD" and would be
carried out in two phases. In the first phase 1 Cdn
Inf Div were to breach through the HITLSFR Line and
secure the high ground approx 1000 yds beyond, with a
view to fanning outwards to destroy the enemy. In
phase two, 5 Cdn Armd Div would pass through 1 Cdn Inf
Div and seize crossings over the R MELFA with a view

to exploiting towards CHPRANO. It was declded snakes
would NOT be used. H-hr was set for 0600 hrs on 23 May.

{1 Cdn Corps Report, Page 2).

29, The seme afternoon the G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div outlined
his plan, which was later slightly amended by the Army Com-
meander. H<hour for the attack was set at 0600 hours, 23 May.
2 Cdn Inf Bde (right), and 3 Cdn Inf Bde less one battalion
{(left), were to assault at H-hour. These brigades were to at-
tack the line on a 2000-yard front midway between PONTECOHVO
and AQUINO, with the road PONTECORVO=AOQUINO as their intermed-
late and the road PONTECORVO-Highway No. 6 as their final ob-
jeetive. (Report of G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div; see Appendix "B"
for text of the Order).

30, 1 Cdn Inf Bde and 4 Cdn Recce Regt were to carry out .
aggresslve offensive tactics to the South of the main offensive
and get forward into the enemy defence positions as opportunity
offered. 12 Cdn Armd Regt of 1 Cdn Armd Bde, which had remained
with, the lst Canadian Infantry Division when it took over from
the Indian Division, was to form a Divisional reserve along
with R. 22e R. (ibid.).
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31. The support fire plan called for heavy counter
preparation fire on forward defences on the front of 13 Corps
on the RIGHT flank. This fire was designed to confuse the
enemy as to the actual frontage of the attack and to get his
gunners to. man their guns. It was tled in with the subsidlary
attack by 1 Cdn Inf Bde. The counter preparation flre was

to come down from minus 55 to minus 45 and was to be followed
by a counter-battery programme, using the total resources
available (exclusive of Field Artillery), from minus 45 to
minus 3 and limited resources from minus 3 to the end of the
fire plan. A barrage, concentrations and smoke screens were
to start at minus 3 and tc continue until the end of the fire
plan (spproximately three hours). A counter-mortar programme
was to start at minus 30 and continue until the end of the
fire plan. Pre-arranged D.F. tasks were to be lald down for
each objective. Artillery resources available for this plan
totalled 810 guns of all types from 1 and 5 Cdn Divs, .1l Cdn
A.G.R.A., 78 Div, 8 Ind Div, 6 A.G.R.A., 13 F.A. Bde, 4 Dlv,
Polcorps, 12 A.A. Bde, and 1 D.M.I. (1 Division Motorisee ¢’
Infantrie). Of these, 76 medium and heavy guns were set a-
side for exclusive counter-battery and 52 guns and mortars
for exclusive counter-mortar use. Thus 682 guns of all

types were avallable for the Divisional supporting fire plan
{(Report of C.R.A. 1 Cdn Inf Div).

32. During the night 20/21 May, 4 Cdn Recce Regt (4th -
Princess Louise Dragoon Guards) entered the line South of

the road PIGNATAR(O - PONTECORVO and contacted 44 Ersatz
Battalion which showed little stomach for fighting. During
the following morning, 21 May, this Regiment had considerable
succesas, killing many Germans and teking 22 prisoners. Since
it was evident that this line on the enemy right flank was
weakly held, and since the French to the South had made good
headway and dominated PONTECORVO from M. MORONE and M. LEUCIO
the G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div sent the Commander of 1 Cdn Inf Bde
to liaise with the French und investigate the possibility of
sending a battalion across the LIRI in the vicinity of
PONTECORVO. On his return, however, Brig. Spry reported that
he 4id not consider the operation practical, so General Vokes
ordered him to attack on his present front the following morn-
ing with 73 EASTING as the axis (Reports of G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf
Div and of 1 Cdn Corps).

33, On 22 Mey; 4 P.L.D.G., with the support of two troops
of Sherman tanks from 142 R.T.R. contlnued their successful
offensive, on the left flank of 1 Cdn Inf Bde. The 1 Cdn Inf
Bde attack opened at 1030 hours with & successful forcing of

a gap through the enemy wire. Soon, however, an unsuspected
minefield held up the supporting tanks, while the infantry
came under very heavy nebelwerfer, artillery and small arms
fire. 1 Fd Coy;, R.C.E., cleared two routes of mines, one to
within 400 yards of PONTECORVO. The attack of 1 Cdn Inf Bde

made conelderable progress into the enemy defences, but the breach

was not sufficient to justify changing the entire CHESTERFIELD
plan. Therefore during the evening 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes and
25 Army Tk Bde commenced regrouping for the main offensive on
the followling morning (Reports of G.0.C., C.R.E. and C.R.A.,

1 Cdn Inf Div and of Comd 1 Cdn Inf Bde).

34. The @.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div established his t actical

Headquarters well forward and in a central location (768168), the

same evenlng. Tactlcal Headquarters of 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes
and 25 Army Tk Bde were all within five minutes' walk. A

Signal Plan had been drawn up to provide line communications
for the assault with sufficient alternatives to provide some
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channel et all timea from "Tac Div" to "Tac Bdes" and "Main
Div", Utmost cifficulty was experienced maintaining the lines
because of the large number of tanks and transport in the area
and because the laterals from "Main Div" to the right flank
were along a forward slope subject to spasmodic enemy fire.
However, when the attack commenced all lines and wireless were
working except one line to "Main Div" which was repaired by
0830 hours., Indeed, during the day 23 May, no line was out
for more than 30 minutes end line communications were avall-
able to all formations at all times (Reports of G.0.C. 1 Cdn
Inf Div and Comd 1 Cdn Inf Div Sigs).

a8, At 0600 hours, 23 May 44, the attack on the ADOLF
HITLER LINE commenced. The artlllery barrage had a frontage
of 3200 yards, allowing for 500 yards overlap on either side
of the frontage of attack, and was 3000 yards deep. The rate
of advance was 100 yards in five minutes, later diminishing to
100 yards in three minutes. The fire-power avallable was suf-
ficient to allow for a depth of fire of 600 yards throughout,
including pauses. Concentrations as originally planned were
32 in number, but this was conslderably exceeded, due to &
freelng of artillery support from 1 Cdn Inf Bde front. Four
of these tasks were smoke screens. Meny of the concentratlions
were superimposed ovsr the barrage to neutralize the thickest
enemy defences (Report of C.R.A. 1 Cdn Inf Div).

36. 2 Cdn Inf Bde started their attack with Princess
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry on the right and Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada on the left, supported by tanks of North
Irish Horse. After the first objective had been gained, Loyal
Fdmonton Regiment was to pass through P,P.C.L.I. and advance
with the Seaforths to the final objective ("2 Cdn Inf Bde in
the LIRI Valley Battle" by Comd 2 Cdn Inf Bde).

37, Progress at first appeared satisfactory: but the
tanks with both battalions were held up by mines and, despite
the effort of sappers working under heavy fire, could make
little progress. Mist, smoke and the dust of the barrage

added to the natural screen of woods, vegetation and tall grain
made control difficult (ibid.).

38, Late in the morning at the cost of very heavy casual-
tiles the Seaforth of C. reached and consolidated their first
objective. P.P.C.L.I. after some progress were held up with
aqually heavy casualties. Both battalions were unable to get
supporting arms, tanks or anti-tank guns forward. L. Edmn

R. attempted to pasa through P.P.C.L.I. but were held up by

the wire and suffered very heavy casualties by mines and fire.
Numerous supporting tanks were knocked out by mines and anti-
tank guns (1ibid.).

39, 2 Cdn Inf Bde on the left flank had rather more
success. Carleton and York Regiment and 51 R.T.R. galned their
first objectives by 0700 hours. Enemy tanks and self-pro-
pelled guns came into action against the British tanks, as

did anti-tank guns from the steel-and-concrete pillboxes of

the HITLFR LINE. A desperate tank battle was won only after
the British tanks had suffered considerable losses. At about
1000 hours they overcame the anti-tank defence, destroying some
enemy tanks and forcing the remainder to withdraw. West Kova
Scotia Regiment in the meantime had positioned themselves be-
hind Carlt & York R. on the first objective and were waiting
for phase two to commence. Both battalions had dug in under
heavy a?d continuous shelling and mortering (Report of 3 Cdn
Inf Bde).
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40, Several enemy counter-attacks had developed from
the direction of AQUINO but were beaten off by artillery
fire und fire from a squadron of 12 Cdn Armd Regt (Report
of ¢.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div). :

41, * By 1300 hours it was obvious that the attack of 2
Cdn Inf Bde was unlikely to succeed. Accordingly the G.0.C.
with the concurrence of the Corps Commander declded to rein-
force the success of 3 Cdn Inf Bde. He therefore turned over
the divisional reserve of R, 22e¢ R, and 12 Odn Armd Regt
{less one squadron) to the Comd 3 Cdn Inf Bde and ordered the
latter to launch an attack, with the West N.S.R. on the left
and R. 22e R. on the right, to capture objectives on the far
side of the enemy line, one and two miles North-East of
PONTECORVO (Squarea 7218, 7319) (ibid.).

42, At 1650 hours the seccnd phase commsnced and was
completely successful. Enemy reserves were caught in the

cpen as ey were about to counter-attack and completely de-
moralized. Although fierce resistance from surviving enemy
elements was met it was overcome by West N.3,R. who were soon
on their objectives and consolidating. R. 22e R, followed
forward, turned right, and after flerce fighting selzed the
high ground in area 7319, By nightfall both units were firmly
in their new positions and the breach had been established
(ibid., and Report of 3 Cdn Inf Bde).

43, During the day 4 P.L.D.G. and 1 Odn Inf Bde had
slowly forged ahead on their fronts, both tanks and infantry
suffering heavily. The 48th Highlanders with all effective
supporting tanks out of operation, were brought to a stand-
8till during the morning. Shortly after noon, however, they
commenced to make progress forward again. The Hastings and
Prince Edward Regiment came to their sssistance by attacking
on their right. Two platoons made a direct assault on enemy
machine=-gun positions and carried them with some bitter hand-
to<hand fighting and the company became firmly established on
the high ground beyond the gap, making contact with the 48th.
With the close cooperation of the supporting tanks another
company of Hest & P.E.R. quickly broke through and consolidated
on the junction at 738171. The remainder of the battalion
was at once pushed forward with the balance of the supporting
tanks and a troop of self-propelled guns, and the high ground
at point 106 (733174) was occupied. The Royal Canadian
Regiment and the 48th Highlanders went through the line and
consolidated, although mopping up was not completed until
noon the next day. R.C.R. were established in PONTECCRVO by
first light on 24 May, and the whole line Northward to AQUINO
was cleared of the enemy (Report of 1 Cdn Inf Bde).

44. Enemy casualties, in proportion to the number hold~
ing the line, were very heavy. By first light 24 May, 15
officers and 525 other ranks had been taken prisoners since
the attack opened the previous morning, and this total, to-
gether with a large number of enemy killed, accounted for the
ma jority of 361 and 576 Gren Regts and all the various sub-
units under their command. The cost to our own forces, however,
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had been high, especlally to 2 Cdn Inf Bde which appears to
have struck the strongest sector of the line. At a later
date, Corps Headquarters stated that the total casualties
for 1 Cdn Inf Div on 23 ley were 18 officers and 495 other
ranks (See Appx "D"). (1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summary
No. 63, 25 May 44).

45, The Artillery programme for the battle was well
carried out, with some necessary alterations as the fighting
progressed. One "WILLIAM" target (all avallable guns) was
successfully fired on AQUINO by over 600 guns. T.0.T. (time
on target) was 30 minutes after the request had been paszed to
C.C.R.A. from the Divisicnal Artillery Headquarters. During
the evening 14 "UNCLE" targets (divisional conoentrations)
many “"MIKE" targets (regimental concentrations) were engaged
by Forward Observation officers, commanding officers' repre-
gsentatives and Alr Observaetion Posts. Throughout the day
the divisional artillery regimentsfired approximately 500
rounds per gun.

46, Although this programme was undoubtedly lmpressive,
and very valuable, the Corps Commander subsequently made
certain comments regarding the limited effectiveness of the
counter-mortar work, the failure to blind the enemy's ob-
servation, and the timing of the opening barrage prior to
H=Hour. Regarding deastructive shoots, he wrote:

Examination of the results of the bombardment of

the HITLER LINE do not indicate any effectual des-
truction of works in spite of the general accuracy
of the placing of the concentrations. The results
obtained were that the enemy's heads were kept down,
but this is necessary whlle the infantry are advanc-
ing not before.

He thought that nothing less than 7 2 inch Howltzers would
be effective against such emplacements as were found in this
line (Report of 1 Cdn Corps = Lessons).

47. Summing up the day's fighting, it may be said that
at considerable cost the lst Canadian Infantry Division had
broken through the much-vaunted ADOLF HITLER LINE and com=-
pletely routed the enemy troops in that sector. The Corps
Commander in commenting on the battle attributed the high
casualtles to two maln causes: (a) 2 Cdn Inf Bde moved into
thelr sector too late to carry out the necessary recces and
patrolling which had done so much to ensure the success of

3 Cdn Inf Bde; (b) 2000 yards was too narrow a frontage for
a three~battalion attack since a narrow frontage, of course,
allowed the enemy to concentrate his artillery and mortar
fire which caused the bulk of 1 Cdn Inf Div'a casualties.
However, as General Burns concluded, the results must justify
the geueral conduct of the operations (ibid.).

48, Following the battle for the HITLER LINE the Can-
adian Corps Commander received warm messages of congratulation
on the fine performance of 1 Cdn Inf Div from the A Com~
mander (General Leese) and from General Juin (command the

F.E.C.) (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, May 44, Appendices
38 and 42).



=L -
PENETRATION BTYOND THE MYLFA BY 5th CANADIAN ARMOURED
DIVISION
49, At 1730 hours, 23 May, verbal orders were issued to

5 Cdn Armd Div to pass through the gap made by 1 Cdn Inf Div, but
rain and difficult tracks prevented an advance that night.

Ma jor-General B.M. Hoffmeister, D,S.0., G.0.C. 5 Cdn Armd Div,
issued orders that 5 Cdn Armd Bde Gp would advance to the
River MELFA an’ secure crossings and a covering position for
the passage of 11l Cdn Inf Bde over the river. The Irish Regl-
ment of Canada was placed under command of 5 Cdn Armd Bde for
this opening phase; while most of the divisional artillery and
engineer resources, plus all the corps artillery in support of
the division, were placed in support of the brigade (Report

of 1 Cdn Corps; "Report on Ops 23-31 May 44, 5 Cdn Armd Div";
"Crossing of the MBLFA and the Securing of a Bridgehead by

5 Cdn Armd Bde Gp").

50. Since it was uncertain what would happen on that
portion of the HITLFR LINE North of AQUINO a firm base had

to be established between the HITLER LINE and the MELFA in
order that enemy positions in any direction could be dealt
with. The plan had to be very flexible since 1t was uncertain
where and when 1 Cdn Inf Div might succeed in breaking through.
The 5 Cdn Armd Bde plan was as follows. B2British Columbia Dra=-
goons (9 Cdn Armd Regt) with Irish Regiment of Canada and one
battery of self-propelled anti-tank guns in support were to
move through the gap and secure a firm base in the general area
MANCINI, square 7122. Lord Strathcona's Horse (2 Cdn Armd
Regt) with one company of the Westminster Regiment (Motor)

plus two scout platocons, one battery of self-propelled anti-
tank guns and one battery self-propelled fleld artillery in
support were to pass through and cross the River MFELFA at 68&R2435.
The remainder of the Westminster Reglment were to be ready

to go forward and enlarge the bridgehead. The &th New Bruns-
wick Hussar? (5 Cdn Armd Regt) were to be prepared to cross

the River MELFA through the bridgehead if a suitable crossing
was found and exploit in the general direction of CEPRANO.

Two squadrons of Governor General's Horse Guards (3 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt) were to cover the left and right flanks of the
advance (ibid.). :

51, On 25 May, the force grouped &: agbove in the area

East of the TORME D'AQUINO in the general area 7917 and during
the night 23/24 May moved into the forward assembly area in
rear of 3 OCdn Inf Bde. The move was delayed by the congestion’
on the roads and by a necessary last minute change in assembly
areas. As a result the leading tanks did not get across the
start line until 0800 hours, two hours later than planned.

The B.C.D. supported by two companies of IiInfantry experienced
heavy fire from the front and from theilr right rear in the gen-
eral area of AQUINO. They reached thelr objective at 1220 hours
going through intense heavy shelling and engaging enemy

PANTHER tanks and self-propelled 88-mm guns. The second group
was then sent on through, the Recce Troop proceeding as fast

as possible to the line of the River MELFA which they reached at
1500 hours. The main force (Ld S.H.) found 1t heavy going
through sunken roads and cross-~tracks and encountered approxi-
mately a squadron of PANTHFR tanks and self-propelled guns 1n
the general area 6924 which were supported by further enemy
tanks on the other slde of the river. A tank battle ensued and
the enemy tanks and self-propelled guns were finally destroyed or
put to flight. Following the battle the ILd S.H. were positioned with

one squadron in the general area 693242 covering the approach te
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the crossing, one covering Highway No. 6 on the right flank
and one covering the open ground to the South-West of the
crossing place. Meanwhile, the Recce Troop had managed to
get three Stuart tanks across the river at 15620 hours fol-
lowed by the leading sections of "A" Company of Westmr R.
(M) at 1530 hours. An attempt was made to get the maln body of
Id S.H. across the river bu: the stespness of the river bank
and the presence of enemy anti-tank guns on the opposite side
made. this impossible. The remainder of the Westmr R. (M)
however managed to cross the river before dark. "A" Company
had been subjected to counter-attacks supported by tanks and
had suffered heavy casualties amounting to fifty percent of
those taking part. However, they had killed 15 Germans
taking nearly 50 prisoners, three self-propelled guns and
one PANTHER tank. Major J.K. Mahony, commanding "A" Com-
pany., later received the V.C. for his gallant leading of

his Company in this action. "B" Company, which had crossed
further up the river in the vicinity of 695245, ran into
conslderable opposition and after several hours' fighting
was ordered to withdraw. It was impossible to get antl-
tank guns or self-propelled equipment across until after
midnight (ibid., and Hist Offr Report on Operations of
Westmr R, 24-30 May)-.

62, Meanwhile; the G.G.H.G. had been carrying out their task
of protecting the flanks with vigour and by 1630 hours had

cut Highway No. 6 at the 72 grid line. All three squadrons

fought almost continuously throughout the day undergoing very
severe shell and mortar fire. They estimated that they had
knocked out of action approximately five to seven s elf-propelled
guns, killed 100 to 150 Germans and captured as many more which
were turned over to the infentry units in the vicinity (Report

of 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 2 Jun 44).

53, The total of prisoners of war taken by 5 Cdn Armd
Div on 24 May was 350 with approximately the same number of
Germans kllled, Many enemy tanks had been engaged during the
day by accurate divisional artillery fire directed by Air
Observation Posts (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 24 May 44},

54. Although 5 Cdn Armd Div passed through on 24 May,
part of 1 Cdn Inf Div continued to advance on the left flank.
The G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div detailed a task force consisting of

4 P.L.D.G., two squadrons Royal Canadian Dragoons (1 Cdn Armd
C. Regt), one squadron 12 Cdn Armd Regt and Carlt & York R.,
all under command of Lt.=-Col. Adams, 4 P.L.D.G., to advance
along the LIRI on the left flank of the main attack by 5 Cdn
Armd Div and capture a bridgshead over the MELFA River. Through-
out the day (24 May) this force engaged the enemy in a running
fight. The Recce Regt advanced along the road just North of
the LIRI River from PONTECORVO to the MELFA, and succeeded in
reaching the river by midnight 24/26 May (Reports of G.0.C.

1l Cdn Inf Div and 3 Cdn Inf 3de).

55. At 1800 hours 24 May 1 Cdn Corps issued Operatien
Instruction No. 11 which orcdered 1 Cdn Inf Div to press on
across the MELFA and mop up. 5 Cdn Armd Div was to organize a
strong bridgehead on the night of 24/25 May in order to

move on CEPRANO the f ollowing day and to block as many cross-
ings over the river and prevent the escape of as many enemy

as possible (Report of 1 Cdn Corps).
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56. On the morning of 25 May, the balance of 3 Cdn Inf Bde
moved forward, the West N.S.R. on the left along the axis
PONTECORVO = road-junction 698187 = 666210, and R. 22e R. along
the axis road-junction 717180 = road-junction 696196. The Carlt
& York R, encountered considerable opposition but it was overcome
by artillery and infantry fire and a crossing achieved. Thils
battalion consolidated in the area 664233 while the West N.S.R.
elso crossed the river and seized objectives in square 6423
(Reports of G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div and of 3 Cdn Inf Bde; W.D., G.Ssy,
H.Q» 1 Cdn Inf Div, May 44)5

57, The 5 Cdn Armd Bde bridgehead position was precarious
so 1t was decided to attack next morning with a view to getting
at least a two-battalion bridgehead. The Irish Regiment were
brought up to the East bank of the river to the left of the
original crossing. They attacked at 0600 hours the following
morning and by 1235 hours 25 May the bridgehead was firmly es-
tablished on a two-battalion front. 5 Cdn Armd Div and 1 Cdn

Inf Div each completed a bridge across the MREIFA the same morning
(Reports of Comd 5 Cdn Armd Bde and of 1 Cdn Corps).

58, From the time the leadingtroops, 5 Cdn Armd Bde, hit the
Rlver MELFA at 1500 hours on 24 May until 1230 hours 25 May, the
general area of the cr®3sing had been sub jected to exceptionally
heavy shelling and mortaring which continued without pause through-
out this period. Although the enemy had not intended to stand
and fight in this position, 1t was obvious that he lntended to
delay the Ganadian advance across the river as long as possible.
During the day, 25 May, some 54 of his tanks and vehicles were
seen withdrawing to the West and were engaged by 5 Cdn Aprmd

Div's artillery (Report of Comd 5 Cdn Armd Bde; W.D., G.S.,

H.Q. 5 Cdn Apmd Div, 25 May).

59, Later on 25 May, 11l Cdn Inf Bde passed through the MELFA
bridgehead that had been secured by 5 Cdn Armd Bde. The Cape :
Breton Highlanders supported by 8 N.B.H. orossed the MELFA under
heavy mortar fire, followed by the Perth R. The Ir R.C. which

had crossed previously under command of 5 Cdn Armd Bde now re-=
verted to its own brigade. The original plan required the in-
fantry b¥igade to pass through the bridgehead at 1200 hours and
exploit to the LIRI, but this plan was held up due to excessive
traffic. The 5 Cdn Armd Div report refers not only to the lack

of roads and bridges but also to interference from 1 Cdn Inf Div
and 6 (Brit) Armd Div., By last light the whole Brigade was con=
solidated with the C.B. Highrs in the area 663245 - 660251 =

678249 = 672247, the Perth Regiment on the left flank, area

665233, and the Ir R.C. on the right. By midnight orders were
issued for a further advance at 0830 hours the following morning,;
26 May, to CEPRANO with C.B. Highrs on the right and the Perth R.
on the left, each supported by a squadron of tanks from 8 N.B.H.
(Reports from Hist Offr 5 Cdn Armd Div on Operations of C.B.
Highrs, Perth R., and 8 N.B.H. in the LIRI Valley; Report of 5

Cdn Armd Div).

60. Opposition from 88-mm guns was disposed of by fire
from the Divisional Artillery, with Air Observation Posts doing
excellent work. Mines, however, slowed up the advance to a
certain extent. Very heavy machine-gun fire and sniping from
the high ground North of the railway caused some casualties to
C.B. Highrs. This unit attacked successfully across the rail-
way, supported by artillery concentrations and overhead fire
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from the tank machine-guns. Meanwhile, the Perth R. had reached
their objective, 623265, after brushing with the enemy in

square 6323. The progress of the supporting tanks was slowed
up throughout the day by the scrubby close country, and enemy
mines, mortars and anti-tank guns. . The advance of the C.B.
Highrs was ordered to be continued at 1830 hours to the crcss
roads 6227 near CEPRANO. The Erigade falled to reach CEPRANO

as expected and took up strong positions for the night ulong a
line 623281 - 618270 - 619260 - 620257, but with its right flank
left open since 78 Div on the right had not yet crossed the
MFLFA and since the 1 Cdn Inf Div force on the left had not yet
come up in line. Tarlier in the day a troop of G.G.H.G. had
penetrated to M. PICCOLO and M. GRANDE, squares 6529 and 6429, but
had been forced to withdraw (1bld; Report of 1 Cdn Corps; W.D.,
G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, May 44).

61, At 1125 hours, 26 May, 1 Cdn Corps issued Operation
Instruction No. 12; ordering the continuance of the advance

on the general axlis CEPRANO-POFI-FROSINONE and the destruction
of as many enemy as possible. The first objective was to be

the lateral road CEPRANC STAZ DI CEPRANOQ, 6024, and the second
objective the road POFI-STAZ POF1-CASTRO 5029, 1 Cdn Inf Div
was to go into reserve when the first objective had been reached
and S)Cdn Armd Div to continue the advance (Report of 1 Cdn
Corps).

62. Elements of 1 Cdn Inf Div pushed forward on foot and
marched to establish a bridgehead across the River SACCO, South
of CEPRANO on the night 26/27 May. The bridge was completed
across the river on the followling night and the divislion remalined
in that area (ibid.).

63, During the night the Irish pushed forward to 612265 and
gent a recce patrol across the LIRI River into CEPRANO which was
reported empty. The following morning, 27 May, the Perth R.
crossed the river by stretching a rope across it and pulling a
single boat back and forth in a shuttle service. This wae dcne
under heavy shellfire mostly from the East. Across the river
they came under heavy fire of all sorts from West and North-
West of CEPRANO. The town itself was entered and cleared about
0930 hours. Considerable opposition was encountered some 600
yards South-West of the town which was successfully dealt with
by artillery fire. The C.B. Highrs followed up during the even=-
ing crossing the river at 602262 under a heavy concentration

of enemy shelling. They consolidated on the line of the lateral
road beyond the river by 2350 hours. Spasmodic enemy mortaring
and shelling throughout the day were dealt with by effective
counter battery work from the Divisional Artillery (Reports

5 Cdn Armd Div, Perth R., C.B. Highrs, etc.; W.D., G.S., H.Qo

5 Cdn Armd Div, May 44).

64. Meanwhlle, to the South the I'.E.C. had occupied S.
GIOVANNI and the Americans on the coastal sector had captured
TERRACINA and contacted the ANZIO bridgehead force near LITTORIA.
On the right 6 (Brit) Armd Div %24 come within 3/4 mile of

ARCE astride Highway No. 6 while Indian troops had taken
ROCCASECCA North of the Highway, and the Polish forcea the
hitherto unassallable peak of M. CAIRO (War Office Weekly In-
telligence Review 31 May 44).
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65, Early on 28 May, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div issued an Operation
Order for Exerclse "CHESTERFIFLD" which was to comprise the final
phase of the Division's advance. 78 Div were advancing on

the right along the line of 27 "NORTHING" toward CEPRANO while
the F.L.C. were advancing toward CECCANO, 4429, with their »right
flank on the River SACCO. 1 Cdn Inf Div had secured a bridge-
head across the SACCO in the area 6023 and were to assiet 5 Cdn
Armd Div 1f necessary. 5 Cdn Armd Div's intention was to
advance and secure the Line TATLFR running approximately North

to South along 50 "EASTING" between POPI and ARRARA. 1l Cdn

Inf Bde was to extend its bridgehead West of CEPRANO that same
night and 5 Cdn Armd Bde Gp was to pass through at 1200 hours

on the 28th securing the TATL'R Line. The Armoured Reglments
were to start crossing the river at 0500 hours. The supporting
Air Force was to bomb RIPI, POFI, TORRICE, ARNARA, FROSINONE,

end CIDCCANO (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, May 44, Appx 47).

66. 1l Cdn Inf Bde had continued its advance early that
morning with Perth R. on the right and C.B. Highrs on the left
while the Ir R.C. were to occupy the town of CEPRANO in reserve.
The C.B. Highrs secured their objectives in squares 5726 and
5826 by 1140 hours and made contact with Perth R. on theilr right
who straddled Highway No. 6 at 580279 (Reports of C.B. Highrs

and Perth R.).

67. . During the day enemy withdrawing along-Highway 6 were
successfully sngaged by Kittyhawks at 510360. To the South the
French continued their spectacular advance, reaching CECCANO
(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, May 44).

68, The 5 Cdn Armd Bde's crossing was delayed by the
Engineers' failure to get a hrildge across the river near

CEPRANO until the evening of the 28th. By that time 78 Div

had received priority on this bridge and part of the Canadian
force was routed around to the South of' the reservoir 6323 and
up the East side of the LIRI. The balance were given the use

of the bridge the following morning. Since the ground beyond
CEPRANO was practically impassable for tanks, conslsting of a
series of razor-back hills running at right angles to the

line of advance, the B.C.D., the sdvanced armoured regiment,
with two companiss of motor patrols (Westmr R.) and with two
batteries of self-propelled guns, were ordered to advance on

two centre lines, the right hand centre line running parallel

to Highway No. 6 and passing North of POFI, the left centre

line running South-West from CEPRANO parallel to the line of

the reilway for approximately two miles and then swinging North-
West towards ARNARA,; passing South of POFI. The objective was
the high ground running approximately Noxth and South 1000

yards Tlast of ARNARA. The remainder of the Brigade was to follow
as ordered by Brigade Headquarters. The B.C.D., met little enemy
opposition except for shellfire until reaching the general area
of the Rlvers FORNELLI, 5527, and MALINGO, 5525, which proved
serious obstacles until Scissors bridges were erected. From
here on the going was very difficult. The motor companies on
the right came under very intense shellfire from the vicinity of
POFI, while mines and self-propelled anti-tank guns sited North
and North-West of Highway No. 6 inflicted casualties on G.G.H.G.
The force aventually reached its objectives by 1930 hours. The
Westmr R. were sent forward and consoclidated in the area 4928.

8 N.B.H. moved forward to the general area 5227 and Id S.H. to
the general area 5428 with Brigade Headquarters at 545257%.
{Report of 5§ Cdn Armd Bde and B.C.D.).
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® The divisional report glves positions rather further
forward for 2015 hours as follows: B.C.,D. area 5031,
8 N.B.H. area 516280, Id S.H. 5 34263.
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68, Early on the same day, 29 May, 1 Cdn Corps had

issued Operation Instruction No., 1l4. Information indicated
that the enemy would continue to withdraw North-West on
FROSINONE; resistance was likely to be light but with demol-
itlons on a large scale. 5 Cdn Armd Div was to press for-
ward vigorously and regain contact with the enemy, on an axis
4734 ~ 4430 - lateral FROSINONE-TOMACELLA, 4134. A brigade
group from' 1 C¢u Inf Div was to come under command in the
evening 29 May relieving 1l Cdn Inf Bde. The following evenlng
& second brigade group from 1 Cdn Div was to move forward and
command of the sector was to pass to 1 Cdn Inf Div on the night
30/31 May. The latter were to continue advancing beyond FROSI-
goq? on the axis of Highway No. 6 (Report of 1 Cdn Corps, Appx
"H") .,

69, During the afternoon of the 29th, 11 Cdn Inf Bde had
also been instructed to mova on to POFI., The Perth R. were
to take the high ground South-East of ARNARA centred on 498307
and push one company into ARNARA while the C.B. Highrs were to
occupy POFI and the high ground 507301 to the North. The Ir
R.C. were to take the high ground centered on 495294 to the
West of POFI. The Perth R. took POFI after dark, experiencing
considerable difficulty climbing the steep hill on which the
town was built in face of shellfire and sniping. By 0100
hours they had consolidated a position in the area 5030 and
proceeded to ARNARA which they occupied the following morning.
The C.B., Highrs and the Ir R.C. secured their objectives dur-
Ing the night. Late in the afternoon of 29 May, 2 Cdn Inf

Bde commenced to move forward to the area of POFI (Reports of
11 Cdn Inf Bde, Perth R., C.B. Highrs and Ir R.C.).

70, Both brigades of 5 Cdn Armd Div continued to advance
on the 30th. The Divisional plan was for the armour to push
ahead and capture three objectives - "TOM" (488333), "DICK"
(464323) , and "HARRY" (475355), thus forming firm bases through
which 2 Cdn Inf Bde would move forward to the line FROSINONE-
FROSINONE Station (Reports of 1 Cdn Corps and 5 Cdn Armd Bde).

71. The close country and the presence of mines held up
the tanks which were consequently unable to keep pace with

the infantry. The C.B. Highrs and the Ir R.C. pushed ahead
and reported their objectives, "TOM" and "DICK" respectively,
secured by 1030 hours. The former underwent some enemy shel-
ling while the latter had some minor encounters with the

ane?y (Reports of 5 Cdn Armd Div, 5 Cdn Armd Bde and 1l Cdn Inf
Bde

72, At 1000 hours eneny infantry, tanks and vehicles were
cbserved on the ground rising to the North from Highway 6 in
the direction of RIPI and TORRICE, and the ILd S.H. were ordered
to move to the area 498349 in order to sut Highway No. 6 and
take on the enemy aermour. During the afternoon they engaged
the ensmy in square 4835, infllecting and suffering tenk losses.
This reglment remained in a position dominating the Highway
during the night. Meanwhile the 8 N.B.H. hud been diverted on
instructions from Division to the general area 4331 where they
made contact with the F.E.C. Here again the going was confined
to a single road which was heavily mined. At last light they
T;radf?rced to withdraw to & Laager in the general area 4595293
b
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73, In spite of the difficulty of getting guns forward the
ertillery supported all operations throughout the day, bringing
down a large number of concantrations on targets located by

the forward troops and by ailr observatlon posts. As usual the
divisional engineers worked unceasingly, improving roads,
cre?ting diversions and clearing mines tReport of 5 Cdn Armd
Div). ; ;

74, During the afternoon, 30 May, 2 Cdn Inf Bde started
to pass through and by 1905 hours they were disposed as follows:
P.P.C.L.I, 472314, Seaforth of C. 522288, L. Edmn R. 491321.

2 Cdn Inf Bde took over from 1l Cdn Inf Bde at 2010 hours,
whille command passed from 5 Cdn Armd Div to 1 Cdn Inf Div at
0615 hours the following morning (Report of 5 Cdn Apmd Div).

CONTINUATION OF THE ADVANCE THROUGH PROSINONE BY.
1st CANADIAN INFANTRY DIVISION

75, 2 Cdn Inf Bde had experienced considerable difficulty
in passing through 11 Cdn Inf Bde because of traffic Jams on
the road and because units of 11 Cdn Inf Bde were still engaged
in fighting. During the night of 30 May the L. Edmn R., which
had taken over objective "TOM" from the C.B. Highrs earlier
that evening, launched an attack supported by one squadron of
I4d S.H. Dawn 31 May saw L, Edmn R. firm on thsir objectlve
468354 to 477354; light opposition was encountered and dealt
with. A small petrol penetrated to FROSINONE but did not re-
turn. The same night the P,P.C.L.I. had taken over objective
"DICK" from the Ir R.C. and patrolled to the line of the rosd
452564. Casualties were suffered and inflicted. The Seaforth
of C. were brought up to ARNARA by motor transport and ordered
to pass through the forward battalions and cut in behind
FROSINONE from the left flank to secure the arsa of the cross
roads 456381 (Report of 2 Cdn Inf Bde).

76. At 1140 hours, 31 May, 1 Cdn Corps issued Operation
Instruction No. 15, ordering 1 Cdn Inf Div to secure the line
FROSINONE 4637 - TOMACELLA 4034 and to continue the advance toward
VALMONTONE on the axls of Highway No. 6. 5 Cdn Armd Div remained
in reserve while one infantry brigade group of the 6th South
Africen Armoured Division wilth a regiment of tanks, was to move
forward on 1 Jun and come under ccmmand of 1 Cdn Inf Div. A
second brigade group, also with an armoured regiment, was to

move forward on 3 Jun at which time comnmand was to pass to

6 S.A. Armd Div (Report of 1 Cdn Corps).

i Since 78 Div was encountering opposition at RIPI

and TORRICE, L. Edmn R. were sent on into FROSINONE which they
reported clear by 1500 hours. Enemy infantry detachments and
self-propelled guns however, were still engaging P.P.C.L.I. and
Seaforth of C. beyond the town. By 0100 hours, 1 Jun, the
Seaforths reported themselves completely consolidated on their
ob jective with Battalion Headquarters at 453376, P.P.C.L.I.
sent a strong standing patrol at 2200 hours to the area 444363
and the remainder of the battalion moved over approximately
1000 yards to the West at 0700 hours, 1 Jun. During the night
31 May/l1 Jun, N.I.H. tank squadrons, 90 Cdn A.Tk Bty and unit
antl-tank guns which had hitherto been held back by the nature
of the country, began to move up and join their respective
units. Demolitions had to be cleared, routes recced, mines
swept and traffic navigated but by first light 1 Jun this
movement was completed and the brigade firmly established cover-
ing FROSINONE (Report of 2 Cdn Inf Bde).
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78. 78 Div was by this time pouring through the town
from Hlghway 6 and moving North towards AILATRI. The brigade
patrolled actively during the night but located no enemy.
Contact was established with 78 Div on the right and with
R.C.R. of 1 Cdn Inf Bde on the left. 4 P.L.D.G. and 1 Cdn
Inf Bde had been advancing Scuth of Highway No. 6 in the
direction of FERENTINO, br-passing FROSINONE on 1 Jun (ibid.).

79. Early on 1 Jun the G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div ordered

2 Cdn Inf Bde to occupy M. RADICINO (square 4142 ) to secure
the right flank of 1 Cdn Inf Bde in their advance on FERENTINO.
L. ®dmn R. was sent forvard along Highway No. 6 and by 1440
hours reacned the line 415404 to 443414. There was stiff op-
position at 433427 but by 0010 hours, 2 Jun, the hill f eature
here was completely cleared (ibid.).

80, 1 Cdn Inf Bde had some difficulty in getting forwerd
dus to heavy mortaring and mining of the roads and tracks, but
by noon 2 Jun they were well established with the R.C.R. in
FERENTINO, 48 Highrs in square 3743, and Hast & P.E.R. 1n
squares 3742 - 3841 (Report of 1 Cdn Corps).

81, D ring these operations the SACCO Valley was seething
with all forms of transport, especially on the roads South of
and parallel to Highway No. €. This congestion was aggravated
by the arrival of 25 Army Tk Bde which had been brought forward
from the PONTECORVO area to support 1 Cdn Inf Div. Barely had
this movement been completed when the armour of 6 S.A. Armd
Div began to pour Westward up the Valley to take over the
pursuit from 1 Cdn Corps. The traffic situation was further
complicated by the fact that Highway No. 6 was placed in the
area inclusive to 13 Corps as soon as the ilmme diate operational
needs of 1 Cdn Corps had beens atisfied {"Summary of Operations
of 1 Cdn Div, 1 Jun to 15 Jun 44" by Hist Offr, 1 Cdn Inf Div).

82, 50 serious had the situation become that on 1 Jun
the D.A.& Q.M.G., 1 Cdn Corps issued an order to the A.Q.M.(.

organizing a Traffic Control Office. The order was in part
as follows:

Since 1 Cdn Corps broke through the Hitler Line,

one of the greatest problems facing all concerned

hes been the movement of fmns and the traffic control
required to see that this movement proceeded with the
least poseible hindrance. After the experiences of
the past week or ten days, it has become obvious that
& specially organlzed Traffic Control Office, headed
up by a first grade Staff Offr, is necessary at Meain
Corps. Thils offilce therefore willb e set up immedi-
ately with yourself in control. This will be your
sole job until the traffic situation eases.

(Inatruction on Traffic Control issued by D.A.& Q.M.G., 1 Cdn

Corps, 1 Jun 44, reproduced in CANADIAN OPFRATIONS IN THE MED-
ITERRANEAN AREA - Extracts from Memoranda, Series 21, May 1944;
See also Appx "D").

83, At 2210 hours 2 Jun 44 1 Cdn Corps issued Operation
Order No. 2. The Corps was to continue to a ttack the enemy
and press on to the Noith-West. 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to capture
the high ground about ANAGNI 2949 and estahblish a firm base,
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while 4 Cdn Recce Regt (4 P.L.D.G.) was to securse the stream
crossing 264481, one battalion of 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to move
to FRRENTINO 3743 and patrol towards FUMONE 4147. A brigads
group of 6 S.,A. Armd Div were to pass through 1 Cdn Inf Bde
on axis FERENTINO - road-junction 536463 - ACUTO 35154 -
PIGLIO 2358 and patrol to FIUGGI 3555. One battn&ion group
were tc advance through ANAGNI towerds PALIANO 2196, and con-
tact patrols were to be made with the F.E.C. on the left flank
by 1 Cdn Arpd C. Regt (R.C.D.), a squadron of which was to bs
under command of 6 S.A, Arrd Div (ibid.).

B4, 1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp pushed forward towards ANAGNI and
by ncon 3 Jun were established at the limit of their advances
during these operations as follows:

4 P.L.D.G, 2348 - 2847 - 3346 - 2649
48 Highrs 3148 - 3149
Hast & P.F.R. 2847 - 2948 -~ 2047
(ibid, ).
85. On 3 Jun a brigade of 6.S,A. Armd Div passed through

1 Cdn Inf Bde in the ANAGNI area and advanced to 2868507 where
a blown bridge halted the column and the enemy was again con-
tacted. Rarly on 4 Jun, 12 3.A., Bde reported the capture of
PALIANO 2156, Later that day, 1 Cdn Corps 1ssued Operation
Instruction No. 16 ordering all formatlons and units of 1
Cdn Corps to stand feet in their present positions and pro-
viding for 6 S.A. Armd Div to pass from under command 1 Cdn
Corps to 13 Corps. The Corps then came into Army reserve and
took no further part in the {ighting.

86. By the time the Canadians were withdrawn ths sucoess

of the whole operation on all sectors was assured to the Allled
Armles. On 2 Jun after heavy fighting the Americans advancing
from the ANZIO area had taken VAIMONTONE on Highway 6 about 12
milea West of ANAGNI and on the following day contacted the F.T.C.
near PIOMBINARA between thess two pleces. The Cermans were now
in full retreat to the North and early on 4 Jun 4merican recon-
naissence elaments entered ROME, thus ending an important phase
of the I?alian campaign (War Office Weekly Intelligence Review,

7 Jun 44).

87. During the following week the Canadian Corps with-
drew some 80 miles back to the VOLTURNO Valley for a lengthy
period of rest and training. When it became certein that they
would remain withdrawn from operations for a substantial period,
leave arrangements were completed which proved to be extensive
end generous, Rest areas in BARI, SALTRNO and AMALFI were madse
available to Canadlan troops and seven day leaves initiated.

In addition to this, a section of the besch in the MINTURNO area
was set asice for 48<hour visits by units. Special leaves up

to five days were authorized o enable the troops to visit ROME,
thus removing a sense of grievance which had resulted from fight-
ing for ROME and not seeing it ("Summary of Operations of 1 Cdn
Div - 16 Jun to 30 Jun 44" by Hist Offr, 1 Cdn Inf Div).
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88. The nature of this report has prevented it from doing
justice to many of the more teclinical aspecis of the atory, es-
pecially the work of the artillery, engineers, signals,and the
administrative services, altho the artillery's role in the
actual breaching of the. HITLER l.INE was described because of its
special significance. Detailed accounts of moat of these other
aspects, however, will be found in the voluminous report pro-
duced by 1 Cdn Corps after the operation. The Official Historian
will not lack historical material on the LIRI Valley C"ffensive;
indeed he 1s more likely to be eombarrassed by the wealth of it.
The Corps Report includes detailed reports from both divisions
which in turn include reports from the brigades, the artillery
and many of the reglments. Thers are also reports from the
C.C.R.A. 1 Cdn Corps and from R.C.E, 1 Cdn Corps and a specilal
report on the HITLER LINE defences from G.S. 1 Cdn Inf Div.
These reports contain many valuable marked maps and traces,
especially the reports of the G.08.(: 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn
Armd Div and that of R.C.E. 1 Cdn Co»zs, The latter shows all
the routes used by 1 Cdn Corps throughout the advance. The
report on the HITLER LINE defences contains a trace giving a
very complete layout of all the defence positions.

89, A few matters not specifically dealt with by these
reports but which should not be left out of the picture are
included in Appendix "D".

90. This report was drafted by Lieut. J.B. Conacher,
R.C. Sigs. '

ARSI

(C.P. Stacey) Lt.=Col.,
Historical Officer,
C IAN MILITARY HE UARTERS .
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22 May 44

Copy No

1 CAUADIAN CORPS OPTRATION ORLT.R NO 1

INFM
1s Enemy - See 1 Cdn Corps Int Summaries.
2 Own Tps - See 1 Cdn Corps and flanking ‘mns sitreps.

3. Action - Flanking T'mns

(a) 13 Corps is NOT to attack the HITLTR LINT but 1s to
deceive the enemy into thinking main attack will
be directed along HIGHVAY 6. After the HITLER
LINE has been breached the adv will be resumed on
a two corps front with right 15 Corps and left 1
Cdn Corps.

(b) 2 Polish Corps is to maintain contact with the eneny and to
make preparations to simulate a full scale attack
on PASSO COENO and PITDIMONTIE = No attack is to be
rade.

4, Additional Tps under Comd 1 Cdn Corps

(a) One Armd Regt of 1 Cdn Armd Bde.
(b) Arty - Sce Order of Battle 1 Cdn Corps Arty att as appx "', [

(c) 8 & T = RASC br and assault pls allotted as In para 11 (b)

below.
(58 Bdys Bdys between 135 Corps on the Right and FEC on the
Left - See trace at Appx "B".
INTENTION
6. 1 Cdn Corps will break through the HITL'R LINT and exploit towards
CTPRANO.
HMIETHOD

Te The op to be known as operation CHIISTTRFITLD will be carriled out i
two phases:=-

Phase One - 1 Cdn Inf Div will break through the HITLI'R LINL
and secure the high ground approx 1000 yds beyond
the HITL R LINT, with a view to fanning outwards
to destroy the enemy.

Pha.:e Two = 5 Cdn Ariad Div will pass through the 1 Cdn Inf
Div and seize the crossings over the R MILFA,
with a view to exploiting towurds CI'PRANO.

S Phase One - 1 Cdn Inf Div

(a) Under comd 1 Cdn Inf Div: 25 Tk Bde
One Armd Regt of 1 Cdn Armd DBde

(b) Axls of Adv - See trace Appx "B"

(¢) H - Hour = As desired by Comd 1 Cdn Inf Div,

/,m'W
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Phase Tweo = & Odn Armd Div

(a) Positioning Prior to .2carencenent of Phasa (ne, 3 Cdn Armd

D’v will be/posltioned a8 to' sp und subseguontly pass
throuyyh 1 Cdn Inf Div - wrea:’ as mutually arrunged t etween Div
Conds.

(b) Axis of adv - See Trace Appx "B".

(e) Comd 1 Cdn Corps will notifyy Corad 5 Cdn Armd Div when he is
to commence move 'wd to pass thiroupsic 1 Cdn Inf Llv Godeword =
" DUNCH".

Artg

(a) Allotment and Control

(1)

Order of Battle 1 Cdn Corps Arty to be eflecrive 0600 hrs
22 May 44, 1s att as Lppx "a".

(i1) Arty of 1 Cdn Corps, 135 Corps and such urty from POIOoOT LD

(111)

und CTF as uare within reach will sp 1 Cdn Corps. Arty from
10 Corps will assist by earryling out CB on the ATINA run ;p
during the attack. - '

Att at Appx "(‘.{'r is a table setting out the grouping o urty,
and the arty which will be available for B, to sp i Gdn Inf
Div, and toc sp 5 Cdn Armd Div,

(b) General Action of Arty

(1)

(11)

(111)
(1iv)

Pre zero preparatory fire = hy srty will come on the Jdefs
of the HITLVR LINT on both Cdn Corps and 1% Corps frontsa,

Prior to OB prcpgramme there wlll be a hy pre zere pransrator:
flre on 13 Corps front to deceive the enemy as toc the plece L
of' attack and to have the cenomy mun his pun,
Prior to H Hour there willl be u CB programme.

¢B will continue throughout the aticsk.

(c) Phase I of Attack - Respcnsibillicy for fire nlan 143 sp

T cdn Inf Div = CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div.

Responsibllity for CE plan -~ Comd 1 Cdn AGRA.

(d) Phase II of attack - Responsibility for fire plup in ¢n 5 (dn

Armd Div - CHA 5 Cdn Armd Div.

(e) Air Photos and V Tgts =

(1)

1/15,000 photos used for G'JSTAY LINT are cuncelled

(11)1/25,000 gridded photos.hava been liasued on a8 ucele for

(113}

(iv)

distribution down to zcoys of Inf and tps of ariy Fcr units
under comd 1 Cdn Corps, and artiy under comd 13 Jeorps

-

A 1list of V tgts will be issued from 1 Cdn Corp: on s
scale down to inf coye and arty tps, These rcf: are map
refs and are similuar to phote refs with this se: of phctes

It will be the responsibility of inf and arty units of
putting these refs on the photos.

1 omite



META0D (Contd)

5 & A Lngrs
(a) Routes

(1) Attn is directed to 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr HNo 10 as
anended 21 May regarding Tngr responsibilitles, and to
Appx "A" to 1 Cdn Corps Adm Instr leo $6 (Truffic).

(11) Ry WrST of CASSINO will NOT be used as a rd unless
operationally necessury.

(iii) Pollowing breakthrough, 1 Cdn Inf Div will take over
route maint on routes used by 5 Cdn Armd Div when
requested by 5 Cdn Armd Dlv.

(iv) 1 Cdn Corps will take over muint of all routes WEST of
FORIE D'AQUINO from 1 Cdn Inf Div when requested by that
fmn.,

(b) Br
(1) Under comd 1 Cdn Inf Div - 1303 Bailey Pl RASC

(i) Under comd 5 Cdn Armd Div -~ C pl 345 Gen Tpt Coy (for
Bailey)
536 Assault boats
4 Class 2 rafts

(1ii) Under comd 1 Cdn Corps =- HQ 236 Br Coy RASC
One pl 345 Gen Tpt Coy
(for Bailey)
1821 FRE Pl
1812 Pontoon Pl
1802 Assault Pl (less one sec)

(iv) All Bailey Pls rcfill at 1 Cdn Corps Br Dump (HQ 236 Br
Coy RASC at GB817134).

(c) Mech Fgpt

Under comd each div = one D6/D7 Bulldozer
one autopatrol
from 26 Mech Eqpt Sec RE.

12 Alr

(a) 1 Cdn Corps has prlority on all available alr resources.

(b) "CABRANK" wilil be full imumediately after Cirst lipht and
will be refilled on request to 4GS0 2 (Air) 1 Cdn Corps on
two hrs notice.

ADM
13. 1 Cdn Corps Adm Instrs Nos 36 snd 37 of 21 jfay lssued separately.
ACK
(8igned)

WGMR/GEG (G-A. lcCarter) Brig.

GS 1 Cdn Corps
DISTRIBUTION: Page 4

Time of Signature .0055..:...hrs

FLS/SDR/LO/HAND
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APPENDIX "g“
HQ 1 Cén Inf Divw
1 Ccp/y/G
22 May 44

OPERATION - CHFSTvRFIELD

{Verbal orders by GOC 1 Cdn Inf Div at final eo-ordinsting
conference, HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, 0800 hrs 22 May 44)
INTENTION
1 1l Cdn Inf Div and attached tps will breach the HITLER
LINF on 25 May 44 forming a brildge head for the passeya through

of 5 Cdn Armd Div.

HMFTHOD
2 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bde respectively right and lefi will
assuult at H hour and capture the objJeetives shown on tracs.

Bndys and start line aa shown on trace.

3 The attack will be in two phases:-
(a) PHASE I = Cupture of first objective and mopping
up:. Rate of adv, 100 yds in 5 mins.
(b) PHASE II - Capture of 2nd objective
Rate of adv, 100 yds in 3 mins.
4 2 Cdn Inf Bde will attack on a two-bn frontage, supported

by NIH and one Sgqn 51 RTR and 1l Bty SP A Tk Regt.

5 3 Cdn Inf Bde (less R 22e R} will attack on cne-bn frontage
supported by 51 RTR (less one sqn) and 15 ny SP A Tk Regt

(leas one tp).

6 1 Cdn Inf Bde will carry out aggressive offensive tactics

from H hour,

7 4 Cdn Recce Regt (4PLDG) will carry out aggressive offensive

tactics from H hour.

8 12 CTR of 1 Cdn Armd Bde willl be placed under comd.

Thils unlit will be held in div reserve together with R 22e R.
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ASSFMBLY _
9 Movement of 2 Cdn Inf Bde and supporting tka both 2 &nd
3 Bdes to assembly erea shown on trace will commence abt 1700 hra
22 ‘'iay, Order of Murch 2 Cdn Inf Bde followed by armour of 28 Tk
Bde starting at 2300 hrs.
Rou.s fwd from this flank as shown on truce will be closed to all
sutalde traffic bstween 1700 hrs and first light.
2 CdtIInf BBde will relieve right fwd and res bz of 3 Cdn Inf [de

tonight leter moving into new assembly area.

10 All tk movement preparatory to adv wlll be completed by
2400 hrs night 22/23 Hay. '

L Cr2TION (a) Tks of 26 Armd Bde requested to

gimllate movement large numbers tks between
2400 hra and 0500 hrs night 21/22 and 22/23,
agread.,

{(b) PIDC will create diversion by orgenlzing
amoke pta on LIRI sector - Corps rep Lo

arrenge.

12 Timings APPROX only.

(&) FIRCD OBJOSTIVE captured H plus 75 (100 yde
in 5 mina)

| (b) Start of segond phase (unless delayed)

H plus 135.

{s) SECOND OBJICTIVE captured H plus 185 (100 yds
in 3 mins).

1% Fire Plan (a) Counter preparations ss previocusly arranged

{(b) Pre-arranged tasks to bombard enemy del
13 Corps sector on wide front H=55 H-48.
Then pre-=arrusnged concs from H hour.

{e¢) Arty to bombard enemy def from H hour.
Tasks as outlinad to CRA.

{d) C B = H=45 until capture final objective.

{8) C M = 4.2 inch mortars grouped under CHO

for counter mortar tesks until cap-

] ture final objectlive when coys will




(e)

()

(g)

(h)

C M- (Cont'd)
revert to respectlve bdes.
CRA to co-ordinate taska.

BA'RAGE = (1) Limits as shown on trace.

(11) PHASE X = R of M 100 yds in
5 mina.

PHASE II = R of M 100 yds in
3 mins.

{(111) Guns will register opening line
on 22 Mey

(iv) For timings etec see Arty trace
and programme.

SMOKE - (1) Light arty smoke to obscure
vision on AQUINO and PONTECORVO
durln;: the attack.

(11)1 Bde yill smoke enemy def thel:
front with 3 in&éh mortars.
(111) See previous errengements for
smoke deception = PLDG using
canlister smoke.

(1v) Smoke on frontage of attack wil
be provided by tks and attackin
inf A8 required.

DF tasks on objectives - pre-arranged pending

ad justment -~ see arty trace.

J4  Breaching Hinefields and Wire

(a)

General -~ Recces of approaches fwd of SL.
and pts selected for gaps through mineflelc
and wire will be made on 21 May and nipght
21/22 Hay.
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(b) Minefields = (1) 6 geps will be constructed
by RCT taped and routes fwd
under cover of darkness night
22/23.

(11) 2 and 3 isdes will provide co-
vering parties for the gapping
parties.

(111) Mine clearance paurties will
accompany the assault,

(¢) Viire Cutting =

(1) Inf dem parties with banga-
lares_accompany the assaulting

inf,
Each tk to cerry res am for inf.

Tac HQs of 1 Can Inf Div, 2 Bde, 3 Bde and 25
Tk Bde will be located in same jreneral area,
vieinity 767167, to be dug in uand connected by

telephone. Direct line will be luld to KAIN DIV,
0500 hrs 23 May 44,

(e) A1l drivers will observe strictly all route
signs and instrs by provost,

(b) A1l vehs not ordered to move fwd will remsin
clear of tracks. Vhenever vehs hult they will
clear tracks.

(¢) Provost wlll orgunize TCPs at all rd junce
eapeclially at juncs of luteral tracka with mein
"up” and "down" routes. All track Jjuncs will be
sim posted with e 3ix figure map co-ordinate.

(d) HWART route will be reserved to 5 Cdn Armd Div
af'ter bridge head complete.

{e) Bdes will orgunlze parties to mark their main
axls fwd as attack progresses.

(f) Provost will mark main "Heart" route fwd behind

2 Cdn Inf Bde; but will be prepared to switch

to & fwd route behind 3 Cdn Inf Bde.
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{a) Vehes breaking down on tracks or rds will be
pushed out of the way until recovered.
{a) Provost 5 Cdn Armd Div are to essist control

on “"Heart" route.

19 Adv of 5 Cdn Armd Diq

(a) Adv will commence when final obJective capturer
and consollidation is commenced.

(b} Order of March = Speclal task force followed
by remainder of Div,

(e) 60C 1 Cédn Inf Div will inform Corps Comd
when the breach has been mude and latter will

give order for 7 Armd Div to adv.

20 Ccde Names

eEree o

INF START LINE === ALOUETTE
FIRST OBRJECTIVE -==  ABOUKIR
REPORT LINE ~=e=  FANNOCKBURN
STCONL OBJECTIVE se= (APORETTO
FEASE 1 BARRAGE === AMIENS
FHASE 11 BARRAGE === BLACKWOODS
HOLD BARRAGE === (AZA
tung to fire on pause

LINE -== NIW YORKER
AECOMITNCE BARRAGE == JNA
H HCUR === LIBERTY
CONSOLIDATION
Complete === COSHOPOLITAN

Wove of & Div to
commance === PUNCH
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I.

The report concluded by saying that a good deal of
enabled the enemy "to withdrsw in his own time and
contact",

II.

APPFNDIX "D"

The fecllowing subjects concerning the operaticns on
the LIRI Valley Offensive but which have not been dealt with
in the above report are of interest:

Factors Slowing the Advance = Lt.=Col., Lord Tweedsmuir

in & report Lo the Commander of the Eigi‘xth Army on
"The Factors which Slowed up the Lighth's Army Offen-
sive in the LIRI Valley"™ stressed the fact that traf-
fic congestion was the greatest cause of delay. Among
avoidable mistakes he listed:

(a)
(b)

(ec)
(@)
(e)

Fallure to pass information to the Engineers;
Fallure by DivisionsTto develop routes 1a1d.down
by Corps;

Inexperience of provost personnsl;

Fallure to prevent casual traffic;

Putting more traffic on the rosds than they could

Among other causes of delay he llisted:

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)
(n)

Misinterpretation of maps and aserial photographs;

Feilure to mairtain direction in close country;

Fallure of the infantry to continue advancégg_when

thneir supportirg tanks werse held up by gre

Unwillingness of the infantry to advance wlthout
supporting weaponsa;

stand.

Demolitions ~ failure to keep the Enginsers informed

and general attitude of "leave it to the Sappers";

Uncertainty re the situation on flanks (e.g. & day

wes lost due to a misunderstanding between the
Canadian and French Corps);

Difficulty in the use of code names;

Fellure to pass back information.

Air Suggort - A report on eir operatlions in support of
Cdn

orps indicates the important part the Alr Force

played in this offensive. The following extract from
It sums up the story:

The completse resources of 239 (Fighter-Bomber)
Wing, D.A.F.,; provided direct air support for
Eighth Army during the period under review. In
eddltion to attacking gun and mortar poslitions,
defended localitles, tank and troop conecr ntra-
tions and H.Qs. in the immediate battle are:
259 Wing concentrated a considerable effort

on the isolation of the battle area and the dis~
organization of' the enemy's rear areas by road-
blocking., rail-cutting end bridge-breaking.
Their greatest success however, was obtained by
armed recce againat the enemy's retreating trans-
port and guns of all types on the rcoads leading
out of the battle area (See copy of "Canadim
Operations - Moditerranean Area, Raport on Air

i s s ol e "llas Misicanmainds, 248 B MBic M ocemas T SRS

avoldable delay
even break off
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APPINDIX "D" Cont'd.

IXI. Statistics of Casualtles and Prisoners of War - It is
very difficult to give the exact figures for the cas-
ualties suffered by the Canadian forces engaged in
these opserations. The Corps Commander reported that
the total killed, wounded and missing of 1 Cdn Corps
were 2231, Detalled figures supplied by Curps Head-
quarters are as follows:

L Cdn Inf Div 5 Cdn Armd Div Corps Tps Total

Date Offrs CR Of frs OR Offrs OR Offr OR
13=20 May Total 81] YANKE =« = o o e e e e e e e 301
21 May...oo. 1 20 0 48 0 4 1 72
SR MBYsvaavs & as 2 385 0. A 6 134
23. M8 .00 1B 495 2 356 0 7 20 538
24 Ma¥ocoweo i 133 - 1 72 1 B 9 210
20 Mayocooeo 6 61 28 243 0 10 o4 514
26 Ma¥coowes L X3 10 95 0 6 4 112
27 MaFeoss e O 15 4 75 0 6 7 96
28 MeYooeese 1 8 8 63 1 5 10 76
29 MaYoecoes < 7 4 22 0 6 5 38
30 Mayeoaso e 22 4 38 1 7 5 67
31 MaFe.osas 0 17 & 23 1 & 5 45
1 Junsessss O 37 0 e 1 3 1 42
2 JuNc.csse 8 ¢ 11 0 4 bt 4 3 19
3 JWleososo 3 20 0 4 1L e 4 26
4 JuNoceoson 0 L) O 0 Q 2 0 7

Totel all ranks 21 May -~ 4 Jun 1914 121 17938
v T 13 May = 20 May 301 Total 2215

(Report of 1 Cdn Corps = Lessons; Statistics of 1 Cdn
Corps Opa 16 May - 3 Jun 44 in Hist Sec File).

C.M.H.Q. Records Office glve a conslderably higher
figure for casualties. For the four weeks 14 May to
10 Jun they were 258 officers and 35359 ORs broken
down as follows:

! Offrs ORs
Rilled, Premumed Killed, Died of Wounds 60 77
Wounded 181 26560
Mlssing and Prisoners of War 17 152
TOTALS 268 3539

(C.M.H.Q. Records Office - Statistic Report of Casualties
"EA", Appx to "k llsts 434 - 452 and POW 95 - 97 from
1001 hours 14 May 44 to 2359 hours 10 Jun 44).

The discrepancy in these figures can at least partly be
accounted for by three facts, (1) that the Records figures
include various Canadian units and formations such as

1l Cdn Armd Bde and 1 Canadian Specilal Service Battalicn,
not in 1 Cdn Corps; (1i) that the R3cords figures include
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slightly wounded casusclties who returned to duty;
(1ii) that the Corps figures do not include cas=-
ualties cleared throuph British medical installa-
tlons. The Records figures would also include a
few casualties incurred before 14 May, but these
would not be numeroug since mést Canadian troops
were out of line in tre proceeding weeks. MNost
casualtles are listed by Records within three or
four days of their occurrence.

The aeverity of the fighting may be giliged from

the fact that the totsl of 3797 casualties fon

14 May to 10 Junwas 2€.7 per cent of the total casualtias
for the whole Italian campalgn up to 10 Jun, which

were 878 officers and 12,351 other ranks. =

The Corps Commander estimated thut losses inflicted
upon the enemy were considerably greater. A total
of 14&1 prisoners of war were tsken by 1 Cdn Corps
between 17 May and 6 Jan. The statistics supplied
by Corps Headquarters ureak these down as follows:

17
ie
19
20
21

23
24
25

27

DATE: OFFRS & ORs DATE OFFRS & ORs
May 103 28 May 10
May 162 29 May -
May 17 30 May 6
May Vi 51 May 32
May -—- 1 Jun 25
May 13 2 Jun 12
Mey 151 3 Jun 11
Hay 462 4 Jun 4l
May 262 5 Jun 14
May 76 6 Jun 6
May 11

TOTAL 1421

TOTAL OFFR8 - 26

"

ORs =1395

In addition 310 civilians were admitted to FV cage. These

PW figures were obtained by AP{ through "A" Branch Rear HQ 1 Cdn

Corps.

The figures obtained direct from PN cuge differ slightly

and gre as follows:=

OFFRs =~ 26
ORs - 1401
Civiliens - 326

(Report of 1 Cdn Corps = Lessons; Statistics of
1 Cdn Corps Ops 16 May to 3 Jun 44).

® From the invaslon of SICILY, 10 Jul 1944.
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CONFIDENTTIAL
24/A01/1/4 (R
CANADIAN OPIERATIONS IN THE LIRI VALLEY, MAY = JUNE 1944

1. Throughout the winter and early spring months of 1944 the
Allied ™orces in Italy had been held up by bad weather and strong

enemy poslitions along a line from just North of ORTONA on the ADRIATIC
to the mouth of the GARIGLIANO R un Lhe TYRRHENIAN coest. Due to

the mountainous nature of most of this front the entrance to the LIRIX
Valley guarded by CASSINO and its Monestery Hill was the theatre of

the maln Allled attempts at a break-through., Filerce attacks were made
by American and French troops in this sector late in Januery and tem-
orary bridgsheads secured across the RAP IDO River. The heavy fighting
contlnued into February with Imperial troops taking over the attack.

On 15 Feb the much talked of air attack on the famous Monastery on MONTE
CASSINO took place, but the Allises fegiled to takse ths hill. TIn the
middle of March a second big offensive wes introduced by a 2,000-ton

air raid on the town of CASSINO. The RAPIDO River was again crossed and
entrance into the town effected by New Zealand troops, but after very
heavy fighting the attack falled.

2. Throughout April and early March there was little change on

this or any other part of the Italian front, However, plans were being
made for a large-scals oflensive which was to involve many of the Eighth
Army formations from the relatively dormsnt northern sector of the line,

3. 1l Cdn Corps and 1 Cdn Armd Bde were among the formations
asslgned to take part in this offensive but the latter was slated to
operate with the 13th Corps. This was the first major operation in
which 1 Cdn VUorps participated as a whole and the first in which 5 Cdn
Armd Div operated a» an armoured division.

4, l Cdn Inf Div ended its long period of duty on the ADRIATIC
coast under S5th Corps on 21 April when it was relieved by 10 Ind Inf Div
The Canadlan division moved South to the CANMPOBASSO area setting up it
new Headquarters at VINCHIATURO. Following a forty-eight hour rest they
entered upon a period of refitting and special training. FEach Brigade
in turn then moved Iinto the rolling country between LUCERA and TROIA

for speclal infantry-cum-tank training with 25 Army Tk Bde (Br). 1 Cdn
Armd Bde carried out similar tralning with 8 Ind Inf Div. 5 Cdn Armd
D1lv had been 1n tralning In a reserve arsas for a conslderably longer
period.

S, The movement of all the Canad ian formations into their con-
centration areas prior to their golng into actlon was successfully con-
cealed from the enemy by the carryin; out of a very carefully prepared
camouflage plan. The extent to which the enemy were dscieved may be
Judged by reading the extract from 1 Cdn Corps Intelligence Summary No.,
cited in Appendix "P" (o, "CANADTAN 37°TRATIONS - MPDITERRANEAN ARFA,
Fxtracts From War Dlaries and Memoranda (3erles 19)" of 8 Jun 44, contal
ing a report by G.5.0. III (Cam), 1 Cdn Corps, on "Use of Camocuflage to
Conceal Concentration in Front of the GUSTAV LINE").

GI'RMAN DIFENCE 5VSTEM IN THE LIRI VALLEY

6. The LIRI Valley 18 a level 8 tratch of land some three to rive
miles wlde running from South East to North VYest snd flanked on either
slde by parallel mountain ranges. The mountains ere s tudded with nc-
caslonal hill villages, and to the South West are traversed by a leir
number of tracks and passable tralls. The North Eastern range terminate
abruptly at CASSINO and is of a hipgher average height than the Western
range. MONTE CASS TNO (Monastery H1ll), some 1500 feet above sea level,
lies dlrectly west of the town, while the 5000 f't Mount Cairo is six
miles to the North West. The LRI River which runs Eastwards slong the
Scuthern side of the Valley joins the GARI (RAPIDG) some six miles South
of CASSINO, and then turning South becomes the GARIGLIANO®.

------------- DR e G e R e e R S e e

® The River which 1s called the RAPIDO in the vicinity of CASSINO becom
the GARI lower down before its junction with the LIRI.
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Do North West fror the GARI F.ver the LIRI Valley is very flat and
open for the first few viles, gradiulily bee ming nore rolling and fairly
heavily wooded. Six or ssven miles rom th: jreginning of the Valley a \
serlies of transverse gulleys run Sonth Vesnt tiwards the LIRI R. The
whole area was under Injense cultivation sn! there wus conslderable stand
ing grain.

8, The GUSTAV LIN' was & strorngly de‘eided zone running South from
CASSINO along the West benk of the RAPIDO (3A31) River, while the ADOLF
HITLFR LINE was bullt as a still more fornlladle nlbtrnutive, pivoting on
M CAIRO. The latter waaz bullt over & perlol >f five months but, perhaps
becsuse of the esrllier J:rman success on th3 IUSTAV Front, was never quite
completed. It ran scrods the LINI Velley rouzhly North to South,
PIERLIMONTRE - AQUINO = PORPECORVO - It OLTWi, . and lwed a depth cf 700 yards.
Its ain emplecements conslsted of Shree tyrey of piilbox: (1) A large
and élaborate pillbox of very thick concrat: snd ntenl construction sunk
well into the ground, or with the sarth pil:d ir n gently grassy slope all
aroiind, and fitted with the turret of a ik 7 "PANTHER™ tank with a 7.5

c m MWK 42, (Many of these turrete howevsr mi nou boen installed when the
Line wAe broken); (11) 5 mobile end heavily armoured pllivo., o1 the "CRAB"
type, sunk almost flush with the ground and i{rpervious to anything except
direct hits from A Th projectiles or heavy wrtillory fire; (111) A series
of pre-fabriceted armcour-plated dugouts, scae thrie inches thick, built

20 ft undsr pground end sovered with conerats, These were said to be
impervious to direect hite from 1,000-1b bom>rs, end sarvad as nodal points
for .4, vosltions whic» were reachad by ndicrete tuinels. A Tk ditches
had been dug seross all favourable approachss, snd thorough mining and
wiring of these obstacles lwad been cnmpuo.et Further A Tk ard A.P. mlnes,
20=34 belts of wire, dus-in S.P. gwns and rocket mertars and the usual
network of normal firs ‘ronches comolietsd tie Lins. A line of barbed

wire sxtended elmost untroken in front of tie whole 1inid except in the
vicinity of PIEDIMORTTE., 'fhe Infani»y traone: systaor liowaver wes not com-
pleted and thae crope whiirh in some ssees oostructsd he German f'leld of
fire had n0ot been claare(

THE ATIAC) OPFNS - L CDN ARN) IDF, 11=16 MaY

L ————— -

9. The offensive, which wae %o open > the risht 11/12 May, in-
volved consideratle rexrcaping o both Elgakh ard 117th Armies. 'The
Tlghth Aray took over t-¢ sector [iam the Jatrtion o' %ie RAPIDO and
LIRT Rivers Rorthward. ne attnck wan Lo ts rade £ll tae way from the
TYRFHENIAN Seén On the 1e¢1'V %o lmmh of® G ASIF0 on ths right with the

LIRT River a8 tlie boundsry betwusr the r) weles., Thui the Eighth

Army wasa attsoking only on e short arctrﬂ el Its Lent front fron the LIRI
R to the ADRIATIC. The totack vwan &0 ba wmsie o tro-Jorpe front, with
13 Corpe on the Jeft, 13 'vlish Corps [(Priserre) o1 tie right st 1 Cdn
Gorrs In reserve. The Fyanoh Y.padilionnry Corps (PIC) Of the PP17th

Army wae to edvence to frae mountains fo.uh Yert of tie LIRI R on the

left flenk of 13 Corps. 13 Corom war &0 opar 1is rtiect South of CASSINO
with 8 Tnd In® Div on t.= laft anc ¢ In” Di7 on tie ~ipat #hile the Polish
Gorya was to penntrate loward N Gr (R0 North of CASCINO.

30, - The attack orerad slon;; 1o whole front et 2330 hours on 11 May
with & heavy artillery tesrage 0 wilch L Caredian AJRA and R.C.A. 1 Cdn
Inf Div took part. Thic accouni, hidiravaer, will e flne 1tsell <o that
sector of the front fn shilch Casnadilan trodps particlseted.

11, 8 Ind Inf Div suppertsd by 1 Cda Arrd Bde sffected crossings

of the GARI (RAPIDO) Setth of the village of & LAN3ILD, square 8614, The
{nrfentry mssault went ir at 2345 hours with tirva troops of tanks de-
ploved on the river-bani to help covar the crossings. It was "an un-
orthodox usé of tanks" tut, according te the cormarder of 17 Znd Inf Bde,
their assistuncé was invalueble. Another fdes developed by the Canadian
Brigade was the launchiry of the Balley bridge by tanka. Two tanks were
eiployed, both specialiy fitted, one having the turret and gun removed.
This operation was actisily carried out durirg the assault and the bridge
salfely launched in the i{uce of the enemy helding the far bank. It would
have been i1mpossible tc have built a normal Fulley bridge &t this point.

a
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This bridge was successfully completed by 0830 hours 12 May; one of the
three other bridgss attempted had been completed as early as 0730 hours,
by gzellant work on the part of Indian sapperas.

12, As soon as the bridges were completed two squadrons of tanks
from 11l and 14 Cdn Armd Regts proceeded across the river to support the
infantry who were pinned down on the rlat ground on the other side by very
heevy enemy Tire. Of the tunks that ot aecross during the course of the
day some 15 became bogped down in the soft ground on the far side; but
all were extracated by gallant work of the Brigade R.E.M.Y. under enemy
fire. During the day the AInfanipry were only able to penetrate a few
hundred yards beyond the river but one squadron of tanls relleved pres-
aure by pressing forward a thousand yards on 1ts own through difficult
end close country to point £45141 whlch was known by the code name
HIGHGATE. Several A Tk and S.7; guns and a Pz Kw IV were knocked out

by this squadron, and rany German Infantry were killed.

13, On the right 4 Div had mana;ed to cross the rlver tut were

in an even wmore difficult position since they had been unable to complcte
any bridges.  On 13 Hay, there was hard and bitter fighting to expand

the bridgeheads. S ANIGILO rell during the afternoon. 14 Cdn Armd Rept
snd one of the Indian Srigades pushed fovward durlog the day and nade
firm their line in the vicinlty of HIGIHUATT, cspturing PANACCIONI (851157)
in the evenlng. The remalning armoured reglment and infantry brigede
crosszed the river tirat nigzht.,  Supply of petrol and ammunlition over the
bridges under almost consfant shellllre was a protlem, but by the aight
of 13/14 Mey by working without rest and rogardless of [lre, the Zchelon
personnel o the three Armoured Re iments ualng cutedown Stuart canks,
had succeceded in bullding up a sufficleat dump to eliminate worrlies on
that score. :

14, On the right the situation was eascg when 4 Div gol two bridges
over and thruet Corward for some 1500 ya:da. During she nipnt 13/14 May
and the following dey 78 Div crossed the river in the rear of the Indlan
Div and swung North to cut Highway No, & end lsolate CASSINO end the
Monaestery.

15. On the l4th a sguadron of 15 Cin Armd Regt and 21 Ind Inf Bde
attacked to eut tihse road CASTINC-PIGNATAROC. Agaln very heavy {ighting
snaued. , the Gernens belng strong in [1.08. and A Tkt weapons, On three
occcasions Cavadian tanks Tought their way forward slone for over a
thousand yards, Snipers, overloocked in the close country by the tanks,
prevénted the infantry from getilng forward end the tanks had to return.
By nightfell they had remched TASSA TVANGTLISTA (8314).

16. On the morning of 13 lay the remaining uncommitted squadron

of 12 Cdn Armd Regt and the remeining uncommitted regiment of 21 Ind Infl
Bde fougzht their way slowly but surely to, the cross-roads, 827159, to cutl
the CASTINC=PIGNATARO road. Meanwhlle 11 Cdn Armd Regt and its brigade
had advanced to linlt up with them, 14 Cdn Armd Regt and the remaining
Indlan Brigade drove directly West and nad some very heavy flghting. Just
as night fell they burst Into PICNATARO, capturing or kllling the entlre
garrison. There was now no guestion of the attacking foraes delng drilven
back over the C/RI and a firm base had been sccured for a drlve agalnst
the HITLER LINY.,

17, The compleSe absence of nines and the Tact ﬁhat the A Tk gun
screen was hot effectlve had made it upparent that thé CGermens hever ex-
pected tanks to et into the LIRI Valley.

1st CANADIAN INPANTRY DIVISTION, 15-2€ LAY

18, ~ . On 16 May 11 Cdn Corps, from reserve, took over the Soutidern
sector of the 1% Corps front. The Corps plan envisaged an operation to
be carrled out in two phases:

PHASE 1 : .
1 Cén Inf Div was to peas through & Ind Inf

Div, advancs to and bresk tirough the HITL™R
LINF and secure the high ground approximately

VI g M AR el tranuy? f
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~ 3000 yarfis beyond, with a view to fanning
out and deatroying the enény. 5

PHAST 2. |
5 Cdn Armd Div was to pasa through 1 Ccn Inf
Div and seize the crossing e over the River
M7LPA .
19, As 5 Cdn Arné Div cleared the gap, 1 Cén Inf Div was to conform,

moving with its left flank on ‘thse LIRI, c¢rossing the NELFA Near its con-
fluence with the LIRI and, passing to the "Jest of CHPRANO Reservoir,

gain a brldgehead over the Rlver SACCO South of CHPRANO Station. Mean-
while 13 Corps on the right was to vecaive the enony into thinking that
the naln attaak would be directed along Higrhway lio, ©; but the Corps

would withholdé 1ta ef orts until the Lreach had been cde by the Canadlans
on the LIRI {lank. Tuhersalfter the sdvance would De resued on a two
Corps Iront.

20, on 14 end 15 May He jor-Cenieral Vokes, €,.0.C. 1 Cdn Ind Div,
visited the G,0,U, 8 Ind Inf Div, and made detaliled arrangenenia for the
takeover. 1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was t0 cross and relieve 12 Ind Ind Bde dur-
ing the night 15/16 lMay on the line FIONATARO Bouth to the LIRI while

3 Cdn Ind Bde Op was 0 cross over end relleve 21 Ind Inf Bde on the
following night. Gecneral Volkes assumed comtand of the sector at 2215
hours, 16 May. . '

21. During 17 and 18 May, 1 end 3 Cdn Inf Bdes advenced simul-
tanedusly toward the HITLIR LINE, right and left respectively, Taey
reached the FORFE D'AQUINO where they consolldated for the night of the
l8th and patrollied strongly¥. 4 F*d Coy supporting 3 Brigade, con=
structed o SC foot S © Balley bridge acroes tho PORIE D*AQUING, But there
was a bad traffie jan with o column of vehlcles of 6 rrnd Div (Br), far’
acrosa thely Corps voundary, before the Brligade succeeded in getilidg ell
the traneport across, 2 Cda Inl Bde remnined In the reoervs area Tast

of FICNATARO.

g By tais tine 308 Frisoners of ''ar had beon taken snd an esti-
mated 400 casualtlies Inflicted On the enemy since contmet had been nade.
legs than 500 Germsns, it was eastimetved, managed to witildraw to the
HITLIR LINT defences, there to join an heterogensous assortment of troops
who had been in.the line no longer than 4€ hours. The Corps Intclligence
Sunmary of 2C lay estimated the enery strength from HWONTY CAIRC to the
LIRI R, on 18 lay, as 8300, divided as follows: P

Mt. Troops, North of Route G {Polecorps Front) 1160

3 Para Div (13 Corps rFront) 3850
. 361 Oren Regt Battle Op (90 P.C. Div) . 1238
876 Gren Rept Battle Gp (S05 Inf Div) 1965

Some other miscellaneous units were later identified in the HITLEIR LINI.

The 361 Oren Regt sattle Op whrlch faced tne malin Canatlan attack hed just
come into the llne below atrength snd dlsorpanized from the atart due teo

the circumstances under which they took over,

23. On 12 lay, 1 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes made contact with the defentes
of the ADOLP HITLR LINY end began intensive recce and patrolling to dis-
cover or td confirm what was already known about the def'snces, and de=
termine whether the enemy intended to hold the line. The R. 22e R. attack-
ed in square 7412 but the enemy reacted strongly wlth Heavy M.CG.; mortar
and artillery fire from prepared positions. It was evident that he In«
tsnded to fight for tie HITL'R LINF and thut 8 properly tded up sttack
with strony artillery support would be hecessery. Therelore the . 285e R.
were withdrawn %0 thnelir original positions.

24, - The neéxt throee days werse spent in elaborate pri¢parations for the
main drive throigh ths line. During the short intervael the Artillery was
to apply a continuous systenatic softening up process against ths
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defences, The bombardment was to commence at once and grow

in volume as more guns could be brought to bear, ApproXimately
400 guns were employed from the résourées of land 5 Cdn Divs,

1 Cdn A«GeReA:, F.E.Cs end 13 F.A. Bde. (The artillery of the
French Corps on the left, who were most anxious to cooperate,
were of groat assistance.) The plan was in full swing before
midnight 19/20 May to the extent of approximately 1000 rounds
per gun on known enemy strong points,

25, The general tactical situation scross the front by
the night 20/21 lMay was as follows. On the right the 4th
British Division had taken CASSINO on 18 May while the Pollsh
Corps had taken lMonastery Hill on the same day and had pushed
along the spine of M CAIRO almost to PIEDIMONTE, In the
valley below 6 Armd Div (Br) had reached AQUINO whence they
had been forced to withdraw to an area near the airfield to
the East, On their left elements of 78 Div (Br) had reached
the HITLER LINE and were in position before its 1 Cdn Inf
Div sector extended from exclusive AQUINO to the LIRI R. On
the left the French had had perhaps the greatest success,
begimming a turning movement on the Western flank of the
ADOLF HITLER Line., After taking S OLIVA on 17 May they
succeeded in rolling up the line as far as PONTECORVO whers
they halted on the West bank of the LIRI Re At the same

time they had captured M LEUCIO, 6717, and thus obtained
observation over the main approaches of the forward enemy
positions,

26 On 20 May, General Vokes attended a conference at
HoQey 1 Cdn Corps, at which the Corps Cormander issued his
preliminary orders for the operation which was to be known
by the code word "CHESTERFIELD", General Vokes outlined his’
plan, which was later slightly amended by the Army Commanders
H«hour for the attack was set at 0600 hours, 23 May., 2 Cdn °
Inf Bde (right), and 3 Cdn Inf Bde less one Battalion (left),
were to assault at H~hour. These Brigades were to attack the
line on a 2000~yard front midway between PONTECORVO and
AQUINO, with the road PONTECORVO=-AQUINO as thelr intermediate
and the road PONTECCORVO-Highway 6 as their final objective.

27, 1l Cdn Inf Bde and 1 Cdn Recce Regt were to carry out
aggressive offensive tactics to the South of the main
offensive and get forward into the enemy defence positions

23 opportunity offered. 12 Cdn Armd Regt of 1 Cdn Armd Bds
which had remained with .st Canadlen Division when it took
over from thé Indian Division was to form a Divisional ressrve
along with R.22¢ R. (See Appendix "A", Verbal Orders fur
Operation CHESTERFIELD and Skeitch).

28. The support flre plan called for heavy counter
preparation fire on forward defences on the front of 13 Corps
on the RIGHT flank., This fire was desligned to confuse

the enemy as to the actual frontage of the attack and to got
his gunners to man their pguns. It was tied in with the
subsidiary atteck by 1 Cdn Inf Bde. The counter preparation
fire was to come down from minus 55 to mimis 45 and was to

be followed by a counter=battery programme, using the total
resources available (exclusive Field Artillery), from minus
45 to minus 3 and limited resources from minus 3 to the end
of the fire plen, A barrage, concentrations and smoke screens
were to start at minus 3 sad to continue until the end of the
fire plan (approximately three hours), A counter-morter
programme wes to start at minus 30 and continue until the

end of the fire plan, Pre-arranged D.F., tasks were to be
laid down for each objective., Artillery resources avallable
for this plan totalléd 810 guns of all types from 1 and 5 Cdn
Divs. 1 Cdn'AaC-.R.A., 78 B!'it Eiv.B Ind. Dj.v. 6'A.GQROA°;

13 F.A. Bdey; 4 Brit Div, Polcorps, 12 A,As Bde, 1 D.M.I,
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¢f these, 76 medium and heavy guns were sat aside for exclusive use
of counter battery and 52 guns and mortars were to be usad exclusiveljy
for counter-mortar. Thus 682 guns of all types were avallable for
the Divisional supporting fire plan.

29, During the night 20/21 May 4 Cdn Recce Rept (4 P.L.D.G.)
entered the line South of the road PIGNATARG - PONTEGCOGRVO end
contacted an Ersatz 3ettalion who showed little stomach for
fighting. During the following morning, 21 May, this Regiment
had considereble succzess, killing many Germans and taking 22
priscners. Since it was evident that this line on the enemy
right flank was weakly held, and since ths French to the Soca*h
had made good headway and dominated PONTECORVO from M MORONE

and M ILFUCIO the G.0.,C. 1 Cdn Inf Div ordered 1 Cdn Inf Bde to
attack in that area the followlng morning.

30. On 22 May P.L.D.G. with the support of two troops of
Sherman tanks from 142 R.T-R. continued their successful
offensive. The L Ccdan Inf Bde attack opensd at 1030 houras with a
successful forcing of a gap through the snemy wire. Soon,
however, an unsuspected minefleld held up the supporting tenks,
while the infantry came under very heavy nebelwerfer, ariillery
and smell arms fire. 1 Fd Coy; R.C.E., cleared two routss of
mines, one to within 400 yards of PONTECORVO., The attack of

1 Cdn Inf Bde made considerable progress intc the enemy defences,
but the break was not sufficlent to Justify changing the entlire
CHESPFRFIELD plan. Therefore during the svening 2 snd & Cdn

Inf Bdes and 2f Army Tk Bde commenced regrouping for the main

of fensive on the morrow.

31. The (;.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div esteblished his tactical
Headquarters well forward and in e central locetlon (7€8168),

the same evening. Tactical Headquarters of 2 and 3 GCdn Inf ildes and
26 Army Tk Bde were all within 5 minutes welk. A Signal Plan

had been drawn up to provide line communicstlions for the zagsaalt
with sufficlent alternatives to provide some chennel at all times
from Tac Div To Tac Bdes and Main Div. Utmest difficulty was
experienced maintaining the lines becauss of the large numbsr of
tenks and transport in the area and because tha laterals from main
Div te the right flank were along a forward slope subject to spas-
modic enemy fire. However, when the attack commencad 211 lines
and wireless wera working except one lins tc main Div which was
repaired by 0630 hours. 1Indeed during ths day, 23 May. no iine
was out for more than 30 minutes and line communicaticns werae
avalleble to all formations at all tlmes,

32. At 0600 hours, 23 May 44, the attack on the ADOLF
HITLER LINE commenced. The artillery barrage had a fronsage of
3200 yds, alloving for 500 yds overlap cn elither side of the front-
age of attack, and was 3000 yds deep. Th= rate of advence was
100 yerds in five minutes later diminishing to 100 yarcds in three
minutes. The f'ire power available was sulficient to sllow {or

a depth of fire for 600 yards throughout, including pausas.
Concentrations as originally planned were 32 in number, but

this was consicerably exceeded, due to a freelng of artillery
support from 1 Cdn Inf Bde front. Four o %“hese tasks were smoke
screens. Many of' the concentratlons wers 8.0, Losud over the
barrage to neutralizs the thickest enemy defences. 2 (dn Inf Bde
started their sttack with P.P.C.L.I. on the right and fealforth

of C. on the left; supported by tanks of Horth Irish Horse.

After the first objective had been gained, L. Fmdn H. was to

pass through P.P.C.L.I. and advance with the Seaforths to thse
final. objective.
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35. Progress at first appeared satisfactory: but the

tanks wlth both battalions were held up by mines and despite
the effort of sappers working under heavy fire could make
little progress. MNist, smoke and the dust of the barruge added
to the natural scrcen of woods, vegetution and tall grain made
control difficult.

34. Late In the morning at the cost of very heavy casualtles
the Seaforth of C. reached and consolidated on thelr irst
objective, The P.”.C.L.I. after some progress were held up
with equally heavy casualties. Joth battulions were unable

to get supporting arms, tanks or A Tk puns forwara. The L.

Fdmn R. attempted to pass through the P.P.C.L.I. but were

held up by zhe wire and suffered very hcavy casualties by

mines and f'ire. Numerous supporting; tanks were knocked out

by mlnes and A Tk j;uns.

35. 3 GCdn Inf 3de on the left flank nad racher riore success.
Thelr first objectives woere pgained by Carlt & York k. and bl
R.T.R. by 0700 hours. TFnemy tanks and S.P. puns came Into
action spainst the British tanks, as did A Tk guns from the
steel and concrete pillioxes of the HITLIR LINI. A desperate
tank battle was won only alter the British tanks had suffered
consliderable losses. At about 1000 hours they overcume tne

A Tk der'ence, destroying some enemy Lunks and forcing the
renainder to wilthdraw. Yest N.S5.R. in the mcantime had
positioned thenselves behind Carlt & York R. on the first
objectlve und were walting for phase two to commence. Both
battalions had dug in under heavy and continuous shellilngs and
mortaring. '

56, Several enemy counter-attacks had developed from the
direction of AQUINO but were beaten off by artillery Iirc and
fire from a squadron of 12 Cdn Armd Regt.

37. By 1300 hours it was obvious that the attack of 2 Cdn
Inf Bde was unlilkely to succeed. Accordingly the G.0.C. with
the concurrence of the Corps Comrander decided to reinforce
the success of 3 Cdn Inf Bde. He therefore turned over the
divisional reserve of R. 22e R. and 12 Cdn Armd Regt (less one
squadron) to the Comd 3 Cdn Inf 3de and ordered the latter

to launch an attack with the West N.S.R. on the left and

R. 22e¢ R. on the right to capturec objectlives on the far side
of the enemy line, one and two miles North Zast of PONTFCORYO.
(Squares 7218; 7519).

38. At 1650 hours the scecond phase commenced and was
completely successful. Inemy reserves were caught in the
open as they were about to counter-attack and completely
demoralized. Although fierce resistance from surviving
eremy elements was met with 1t wus overcome by West N.S.R.
who were soon on their objectives and consolidating.

R. 223 R. followed forward, turned right, and after fierce
filghting seized the high pground in area 7319. By nightfall
both units were firmly in their new positions and the bYreach
had been established.

39. During the day P.L.D.{i. and 1 Cdn Inf i3de had slowly
forged ahead on their fronts; both tanks and infantry suffering
heavily. 48 Hipghrs with all effective supporting tanks out

of operation were brought to a standstill durlng the morning.
Shortly after noon, however,; they commenced to make progress
forward again. Hast & P.T.R. came to their assistance by
ettackingr on their right. ™wo platoons made & direct assault
on enemy M., positions and carried them with some bitter

hand to hand fighting and the company becane firmly estubllsied
on the high ground beyond the guap making contact with the 4dth.
With the close cooperation of the supporting tanks another
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compeny of Hast & P.E.R.quickly broke through and consolidated
on the junction at 738171, The remainder of the battalion was
at once pushed forwerd wlth a balance of supporting tanks and
a2 troop of S.P. guns, and the high ground at point 106 was
occupleds The R.C.R. and the 48th Highlanders went through
the l1line and consolidated, although mopping up was not
completed until noon the next day. Our troops were established

in PONTECORVO by first light on 24 May, and the whole line
northward to AQUINO was cleared of the enemye

40, Enermy casualties in proportion to the number holding

the line were very heavy. By first light 24 May 15 officers
and 525 other ranks had been taken prisoner since the attack
opened the previous mornln% and this total; together with

a2 large number of enemy ki ied, accounted for the majority

of 361 Gren Regt end 576 Gren Regt and all the varilous sube
units under their command, The cost to our own foirces,

however, had been high especially to 2 Cdn Inf Bde which appears
to have struck the strongest sector of the line, AT a later
date Corps Headquarters stated that the total casualtlies for

1 Cdn Div on 23 May were 18 officers and 495 other ranks.(See HxE)

41, The Artil’ery programme for the battle was well carried’
out; with some necessary alterations as the Tighting progressed.
One "WILLIAM" target was successfully fired on AQUINO by over
60C guns, TOT was 30 minutes after the peguest had been '
pessed to CeCeRels from the Divisional Art ller'g Headquarters.
During the evening 14 "UNCLE" targets and many "MIKE" targets
were engaged by FOOs, Reps and Air (Ors. Throughout the day

the Divisional Artillery regiments fired approximately 500
rounds per gune

420 Summing up the day's fighting it may be sald that at
congliderable cost the 1lst Caned Division had broken through
the much-vaunted ADOLF HITLER LINE and completely routed the
enenyy troops in that sectore The Commender of the Diviaion
attributed its success to four reasons:

(a) The physical and mental fitness of the Infantryj
(b) The superlative Artillery supports

(c) The Infantry-Tank cooperation which reached a perfection
never hitherto enjoyed;

(@) The success of the French Corps in gaining the high
ground M MORRONE and M IEUCIO on the left flanki the
speed with which they passed Artillery and air targets
to the Canadians and their eagerness to engage targets
on the Canadian front.

4354 Although 5 Cdn Armd Div took over the lead on 24 lay,
part of 1 Cdn Inf Div remained in the van of the advance
following the breaking of the HITIER LINE, The G.0.C., detailed
a task force consisting of 4 P,L.D.G.y; two sguadrons R,C.Ds;
one squadron 12 Cdn Armd Regt and Carlt & York Re, all under
command of Lt.,=Col, Adams, 4 P.L.D.Ce tc advance along the
LIRY on the left flank of the main attack by 5 Cdn Armd Div
and capture a bridgehead over the MELFA in square 6615,
Throughout the day (24 May) this force engaged the sneny in
a rumming fight, The Recce Regt advanced along the road
just North of the LIRI R from PONTECORVO to the MELFA, and
succeeded in reaching the river by midnight 24/25 May.

44. On the morning of the 25 May, the balance of 3 Cdn Inf
Bde moved forwgrd, the West N.S.R. on the left along the axis
PONTECORVO = road junstion 698187 -~ 666210, and Ro 226 Re
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.ong the axis road junction 717180 = road junction 696196, The Carlt &
York R. encountered considersable opposition but it was overcome by artil-
lery end infuntry fire and a crossing achleved. Thls battalion consoll=-
dated in the area 664233 while the ‘fgst N.“.R. also crossed the river and
seized objectives in sqguare 6423. ifeunwhile, the success of 5 Cdn Arnd
Div on the right and of the Recce Regt on the left completely disorganized
encmy defences and reslstance practically ceased. The Recce Regt headed
for S GIOVANNI but were beaten to the goal by the French Corps. As

Cdn Armd Div had passed the reservoir to the North, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was
practically pincired out of further action, but on the 27th, 4 P.L.D.G.
crossed the 8 CCO South of CIIPRANC whiclh was taken by the French.

PITHTTRATION BEYOND Tif"® MRIFA BY S CANADIAN
ARNONURED DIVISI ON

45. 5 Cdn Armd Div imcediately followed through the j:ap broken by

1 Cdn Inf Div according to plan. Mejor-General loffmeister, G.0.C. 5 Cdn
Armd Dlv, issued orders that § Cdn Armd Bde Gp would advance to the River
MFLFA and secure crossings and a covering position for the passage of 1l

Cdn Inf Bde over the river. The Irish Re; ilment of Cunada was placed under
command of & Cdn armd Bde for this opening phase, while most of the division-
al artillery engineer resources plus all the corps artillery in support

of the division were placed in support of the brigade.

46. Since it was uncertain wnat would happen on that portion of the

TTLTR LTINT North of AQUINO a firm huse had to be established between the
HITLTR LINT and the MTLFA in order that enemy positions in any direction
could be dealt with., The plan nhad to be very Tlexible since it was un-
certain where and when the 1lst Divislon mipght succeed in breaking through.
The 5 Cdn Armd 33de plan was as follows. The #.C.I'. (9 Cdn Ariad Reit)
with the Ir P. C. and one bty ﬁ.?. A Tk puns in support were to move throurh
the pap and secure a firm base in the general area IJATICINI, square 7122.
The Ld S.lf. (2 Cdn Armd Regt) with one company of the UYestmr R. (i) plus
two scout platoons, onc battery of S.P. A Tk puns and one battery S.7P. 1'd
arty in support were to pass through and cross the River WI.LFA at 688240.
The remainder ol the t/estmr R, were to be ready to ;o forward and enlarge
the brldgehead, The 8 N.3.H. (5 Cdn Armd Regt) were to be prepared to
eross the River 1T"LIFA through the brldgehead 1f a sultable crossing was
found and exploit in the general direction of CLPEANO. Two squudrons of
GeB.H.G. ( 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt) were to cover the left and right flanks
n® *he advance,

47. On 23 lay the force grouped as above in the area Fast of the
FORME d'AQUINO in the general area 7917 and during tne night 25/24 Hay

moved into the forward assembly area in rear of 3 (Cdn Inf Bde. The move

was delayed by the congestion on the roads and by a necessary last minute
change in assembly ‘areas. As a result the leading tanks did not get ucross
the start line until 0800 hours, two hours later than plunned. The B.C.L.
supported by two compunies of infantry experienced heuvy fire from the

front and from their right area in the general arca of AQUINO. They reuched
thelr ob jectlve at 1220 hours proing through intense heavy shelling and
engaging enemy PANTIITR tanks and S.P. 8t mm pguns. The second group was then
sent on through, the Recce Tp proceeding as Tast as possible to the line of
the River W LFA which they had reached at 1500 hours. The malin force

(14 5.1,) found it heavy poing throurh sunken roads uand crossa-trucks and
encountered approxlmately a squadron of PLNTH'R tanks and 8.7, pguns in the
peneral area 6924 which were supported by further enemy tanks and 5., funs
on the other side of the river. A tank battle ensued and the enemy btanks
and 8.P. guns were finally destroyed or put to flight. TFollowing the

battle the ILd S.H. were positioned with one squadron in tne general area
695242 coveriny the approach to the crossing, one covering Hiphway No. ©

on the rlght flank and one covering the open iground to the soutnwest of the
crossing place., IHeanwhille, the Recce Tp had mana; ed to get Three Stuurt
tanks across the river followed by the lcadin: sections of "." Company of
Westmr R. (). An uttenpt was made to ; et the main body of Ld S.H. across
the river but the stecpness of the river bank and the presence of cuemy n TR
runs on the opposite side made this Impossinle. The renulinder of the “esomr
R. (M) however manajed tc cross the river before dark. "a" Company hud buen
subjected to counter-attacks supported by tanks and had suaffcered Acuvy cus-=
nalties amounting to r'ifty percent of those tuking purt. However, stuney hud
killed 15 Germans tuking nearly 50 prisoners, three 5.7. pguns and one P“uTﬁLH



tank. ifajor ldahony, '+ Company cormander iater recuived uie V.G, Jor

his pgallant leading of his company In this action. "B" Company which had
crosged further up the river in the vicinity of 695245 ran into cons iderable
opposition and after several hours {ighting was ordered to withdraw. It

was Impossible to get A Tk pguns or S.P. equipment across until after mid-
nlp'ht s

48, Meanwhile, the G.C.H.G. had been carrying out their task of pro-
tecting the flanks with vijpour and by 1630 hours had cut Highway 6 at the
72 grid linec. All three squadrons foupht almost continuously throughout
the day undergoing very severe shell and mortar fire. They estimated that
they had knocked out of action approximately five to seven S.P. guns,
killed 100 to 150 Germans and captured as many more which were turned

over to the infantry units in the vicinity.

49, The total Ps.W. taken by the Division on 24 May was 350 with
approximately the same number of Germans kllled. Many enemy tanks had
been engaped during the day by accurate divisional artillery fire directed
by Alr 0.Ps.

50. The bridgehead position was precarious so it was decided to at-
tack next morning with a view to getting at lcast a t wo-battalion bridge-
head. The Irish Regiment were brought up to the East bank of the rlver
to the left of the oripglnal crossing. They attacked ut 0600 hours the
followlng morning and by 1235 hours 25 ifay the bridgenhead was flirmly es-
tablished on a two-battulion front,

S51. From the time the leading troops hit the River WFLFA at 1500
hours on 24 May, the general area of the crossing had been subjected to
exceptionally heavy shelling and mortaring which continued without pause
throurhout this period. Although the enemy had not intended to stand und
fight in this position, it was obvious that he intended to delay the
Cunadian advance across the river as lonyg as possible. During the day
some 54 of his tanks and vehlcles were seen withdrawin; to the West and
were engaped by the 5th Division's artlllery.

52. Leter on 25 May, 1l Cdn Inf Bde passed through the MELFA bridge-
head that had been secured by 5 Cdn Armd Bde. T'e Cupe Breton Hipghlanders
supported by 8 HN.B.H. crossed the MFLFA under heavy mortar flre, followed
by the Perth R. The Ir R.C. which hud crossed previously under command of
S Cdn Armd 3de now reverted to its own brigede. By last light the whole
Brigade was consolidated with the C.B. Highrs in the area 663245 - 660251 =~
676249 - 672247, the Perth R. on the left flank, area 6652583, and the Ir
R.C. on the right. I~y nidnight orders were issued for & further advance

at 0630 hours the following morning, 26 May, to C7°RANO with C.B. Highrs on
the right and the Perth R. on the left, each supported by a squadron of
tanks from 8 N.3.H.

53. Opposition from 88 mm guns was disposed of by fire from the
Divislonal Artillcery. lines, however, slowed up the advance to a certaln
extent. Very heavy l.5. fire and sniping from the high ground North of the
rallway caused some cesusliles to C.B. Highrs. This unit attacked success-
fully across the railway, supported by artillery concentratlons and over-
head fire from the tank l.03s. Meanwhile, the Perth R. had reached thelr
objective, 623265, after brushin;: with the enemy in square 6525. The pro=
rress of the supporting tnanks was slowed up throughout tihe day Ly the
scrubby close country, and enemy mines, mortars and A Tk pguns. The advance
of the C.B3. Higshrs was ordered to be continued at 18350 hours to the cross
roads 6227 near CLPRANO. The Brilgade took up strong positions for the
night but with its flanks lelt open since 76 Div on the right had not yet
crossed the MI'LFA and slince the 1 Cdn Inf Div force on tihe left had not

yet come up in line.

54. During the night the Irish pushed forward to 612265 and sent a
recce patrol across the LIRT River into CIPRANO which was reported empty.

The following morning, 27 May, the Perth R. crossed the river by stretching

a rope across it and pullin;- a single boat back and forth in a shuttle ser-
vice. This was done under heavy shcllf'ire mostly rom the Tast. Across

the river they came under heuvy flre of all sorts from West and Northwest

of CFTPRANC. The town itself was cntered and cleai ed about 09930 hours. Con-
siderable oppos’tion was encountered some 600 yards South '‘‘est of the town
which was successfully dealt with by artillcery Tire. The C.3. Highrs follow-
ed up durlng the evenliny crossing the river at 602262 unier a heavy concen-
tration of enemy shelling. They consoliduted on the line of the lateral

road beyond the river including point 119 at 596258 by 2350 hours. Spasmodic
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enemy mortaring and shelling throuphout the day were dealt with by
effective counter battery work from the Divislonal Artillery. Ileanwhile
the FTC had occupied S GIOVANNI to the South.

55. Tarly on 28 May, Divisional Headquarters lssued an Operation
Order for Exercise "CIESTERFIELD" which was to comprise the final phase

of 5 Cdn Armd Div's advance. 78 Div were advancing on the right along the
line of 27 "NORTHING" toward CFPRANO while the FIIC were advancing toward
CFCCANO, 4429, with their right on the R SACCO. 1 Cdn Inf Div had secured
a brlidgehead across the “"ACCO in the area 6025 and were to asslist 5Cdn
Armd Div if necessary. 5 Cdn Arnd Div's intention was to advance and se-
cure the Lline TATL'R running approximately North to South along 50 "RASTING"
between POFI and ARNARA. 11 Cdn Inf Bde was to extend its bridgehead West
of CTP’RANO that same night and b Cdn Armd Bde (Gp was to pass through at
1200 hours on the 28th securing the TATLI'R Line. The Armoured Regiments
were to start crossing the river at 0500 hours. The supporting Air Force
was to bomb REPI, POFI, TORRICT, ARNARA, FROSINONFE, and CECCANO.

56. 11 ¢dn Inf Bde had continued its advance early that morning with
Perth R. on the right and C.B. Hlighrs on the left while the Ir R.C. were to
occupy the town of CFPRANO in reserve. The C.B. Highrs secured their ob-
jectives in squares 5726 and 5826 by 1140 hours and made contact with Perth
R. on their rlight who straddled Highway 6 at 580279,

g During the day enemy withdrawing along Highway 6 were success-
fully engaged by Kittyhawks at 510630. To the South the French continued
‘their spectacular advance reaching CECCANO.

58. The 5 Cdn Armd Bde's crossing was delayed by the Engineers' fail-
ure to get a bridge across the river near CEPRANO until the evening of the
28th. By that time 7t Div had received prilority on this bridge and part of
the Canadian force was routed around to the South of the reservolr 6325 and
up the "ast side of the LIRI. The balance were given the use of the bridge
the following morning. Since the ground beyond CIIPRANO was practically
impassable for tanks, consisting of a series of razor-back hills running at
right angles to the line of advance, the B.C.D., the advanced Armoured
Reglment, with two companies of motor patrols (Westmr R.) and with two
batterles of S5.P. guns, were ordered to advance on two C.Ls., the right
hand C.L. running parallel to Highway 6 and passing North of POI'I, the

left C.L. running Southwest from CTPRANO parallel to the line of the rail-
way for approximutely two miles and then swinging Northwest towards ARNARA,
passing South of POI'I. The objective was the high ground running approxi-
mately North and South 1000 yurds Zast of ARINARA. The remainder of the
Brigade was to follow as ordered by Brigade Headquarters. The B.C.D. met
little enemy opposition except for shellfire until reaching the general
area of the Rivers FPORNFLLI, 5527, and MALINGO, 5525, which proved serilous
obstacles until Scissors bridges were erected. I'rom here on the poing

was very difficult. The motor companies on the right came under very in-
tense shellfire from the vicinity of POWI, while mines and S.P. A Tk guns
sited North and Northwest of Highway 6 inflicted casualties on G..5.H.G.

The Westmr R. were sent Torward and consolidated on the ob¥ ctive. 8 N, .H.
moved forward to the general srea 5527 and Id S.ll. to ghe general area

5428 with Brigaude Headquarters at 545257.

59. On 29 May, 1 Cdn Corps issued Operation Instruction No. 14. In-
formation indicated that the enemy would continue to withdraw Northwest on
FROSINONT; resistance was likely to be light but with demolitions on a

large scale. 5 Cdn Armd Div was to press forward vigorously and regalin con-
tact with the enemy, on an axis 4734 - 4450 - lateral FROSINONE - TOMACELLA,
4154. A brigade group from 1 Cdn Inf Div was to come under command in the
evening 29 May relievinig 11 Cdn Inf Bde. The following evening a second
brigade group from 1 Cdn Div was to move forward and command of the sector
was to pass to 1 Cdn Inf Div on the night 30/51 May. The latter were to
continue advancing on the axis of Highway 6.

60. During the afternoon of the 29th, 11 Cdn Inf Bde was instructed

to move on to POFI. The Perth R. were to take the hipgh ground South of
ARNARA and push one company into ARNARA while the C.B. Highrs were to occupy
POFI and the high pground imnediately to the North. The Ir R.C. were to take
the high ground to the “outhwest of POFI. The Perth R. took POFI about

1630 hours, and immediately proceeded on to occupy ARNARA by 0430 hours 30
May. The C.B. Highrs and the Irish had occupied their ob g ctives by the
same time.
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61. Both bripades of 5 Cdn Armd Dlv continued to advance on the 50th.
The Divisionul plun was that one infantry battalion und one armoured repi-
ment would move to the hipgh ground in the general area 4833 while another
armoured repgiment and an infantry battalion moved to the general area high
ground 4552 thus forming two firm bases through which 2 Cdn Inf Bde would
move forward to the line FROSINONE - FROSINONE Station.

62. At 0500 hours the Ld S.H. moved forward towards the right firm
base area and 8 N.B.H. to the left. Both regiments experienced great
difficulty due to the very close country and the presence of mines. The
Id S.H. both suffered and inflicted tank casualties. The 8 N.3.H. were
diverted on instructions from Division to the general area 4051 where they
made contact with the FIC. Here aguln the going was confined to a single
road which was heavily mined. At last lipght they were forced to withdraw
to a Laager in tine general area 459293,

63. Meanwhile, the C.B. Highrs had consoliduated ob jective "TOM" (4883)
and the Irish objective "ITCK" (4582)%, The Ld S.H. subsequently reached
the former point. The Irish hsad some brushes with the enemy during the day
and the C.B. Hipghrs experienced some enemy shelling but suffered almost no
casualtlies from the %ime they had left CPRANO.

64. At 1800 hours 2 Cdn Inf Bde started to pass through-.

CONTINUATION OF THT™ ADVALCT ThHROUGH IPROSINONTY
BY 1lst CANADIAN INFANTRY DIVISTON

65. 2 Cdn Inf Bde had experienced considerable difficulty in passing
through 11 Cdn Inf{ Bde because of traffic jems on the road and since unlts
of 11 Cdn Inf Bde were s8till engaged in fignting. During the nigat of 50
May the L. T¥dmn R. which had taken over ob jective "TOM" from the C.B. Highrs
earlier that evening launched an attack supported by one squadron of Ld S.H.
Dawn 31 May saw L. Wdru: R, irm on thelr ob jctive 468354 to 4775564; light
opposition was encountered and deult with. u small patrol penctruted to
FROSINONF but did not return. The same night the P.P.C.L.I. had taken

over objective "DTCK" from the Ir R.C. and patrolled to the line o' the

road 452364. Casualties were suffered and Inflicted.

66. The Seaforth of C. were brought up to ARNARA by M.T. and ordered
to pass through the forward battallons and cut in behind FROSINONT from the
left flank to secure the sarea of the eross roads 4563581.

675 Since 78 Div was encountering opposition at RVPI and TORRICE, L.
Tdmn R. were sent on into FROSINONE which they reported clear by 1500 hours.
Fnemy infantry detachments and S.P. guns however were still engapging
P.P.C.L.TI. and Seaforth of C. beyond the town. By 0100 hours, 1 Jun, the “e
forths rcported themselves completely conzolidated on thelr obE ctive with
Battalion Headquartcers at 453576. P,.P.C.L.I. sent a strong standing patrol
at 2200 hours to the area 444363 and the remainder of the battalion moved
over approximately 1000 r»ards to the wWest at 0700 hours, 1 Jun. During

the niyht, 31 Muy/1 Jun, N,I.H, tank squadrons, 90 Cdn A Tk Bty and unit

A Tk guns which had hitherto been held back by the nature of the country,
began to move up and jolin tneir respective units. Demolitions had to be
cleared, routes recced, mines swept and traffic navigated but by Clirst
light 1 Jun this novemwent was comploted and the brigade firmly estuvllshed
covering FPROSINCOHT,

68. 78 Div was by this time pouring through the town rrom Higphway 6
and moving North towsrds LLATRI. The brigude patrolled mctively during

the night but locuted no enemy. Contact was estanlished with 78 Div on the
right and with N,C,R, of 1 Cdn Inf i3de on &%h: left. P.L.I.0. und 1 Can Inf
Bde had been advancing South of Highway 6 In che direction of FPITRUNTINO, by-
passing FROSINON' on 1 Jun.

69. Farly on 1 Jun the 6.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div ordered 2 Cdn Inf Bde to
occupy M RaDTCINO (square 4142) to s écure the right flanmk of 1 Cdn Inf Bde
in tnelr advance on I"FRENTINO. L. P'dnn R. was sent forward along Hipghway 6
and by 1440 hours reached the llne 415404 to 443414. There was stiff op-
position at 453427 but by OO hours, 2 Jun, the hill feature here was com=
pletely cleared,

i —— - — -

% This map reference differs in several accounts; other references glven
ar> ~ouare nd 4529,
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70, 1 Cdn Inf Bde had some difficulty in getting forward due to
heavy mortaring and mining of the roads and tracks, bui by noon 2 Jun
they were well established with the R.J.0I. in FERENTINO, 48 Highrs in
aquares 5843 - '0743; and Hast & P-T.R. 1In squares 3742 - 3841.

71, At 2210 hours 2 Jun 44 1 Cdn Corps 1ssused Operation Order No
2 (see .vpendix "A"). 1 Cdn Corps wers to continue to attack the enemy
and press o S0 ths Norua foov, 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to capture the

highgrouna avout ANaGNI 2949 ana estai.ish a firm base, whille 4 Cdn
Recce Regzt (4 P,L.D.G.) was to secure the stream crossing 264481, ons
battalion of 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to move tc FERENTINO 3743 and patrol
towards FUMONE 4147. A brigade group of 6 SA Armd Div were to pass
through 1 Cdn Inf Bde c: axis FERFNTINC - road junction 336463 - ACUTO
3154 - PIGLIO 2858 and patrcl to FIUGLL 3355. One battalion group were
to advance turough ANAGNI towards PALTANO 2195, end contast patrcls
were to be made with the FEC on the le’t flank by 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt
(R.C.D.), a squadron of which was to bs under command of & SA Armd Dilv.

72. 1l Cdn Inf Bds Gp pushed forward towards ANAGNI and by noon

O Jun waora eaLablisaed el o LI UL of Lo awviice as ollows:

4 P,L.D.G. 2348 - 2847 - 5315 ~ 2649
48 Highrs 3148 - 31490
Hﬁﬂt & P.E.R. 2847 - 2‘&“1’3 _— 2%7

73, M 3 Jun a brigade of 6 SA Armd Div passed through 1 Cdn Inf
Bde in the ANAGNI area and advanced to 268507 where & tlown bridge halted
the column and the enemy was again contacted. Early on 4 Jun, 12 SA Bde
reported the capture of PALIANO 2156. Later that day, 1 Cdn Corps issued
Operation Instruction No. 16 ordering u«ll Tformations and units of 1 Cdn
Corps to stand fast in their present positions end providing for 6 SA
Armd Div to pass from under commsnd i Cdn Corps to 13 Corps. The Corps
then came into Army reserve and took no further part in the fighting.

CONCLUSION

74, The above is not a definitive account of these operations of 1
Cdn Corps since it hes bean prepared hurriedly and before all the relevant
reports and war dlaries have been recelved. A number c¢f documents are
included as Appendices. Reference 1s nere made to several matters concern=

ing the operations which have not been dealt with in the course c¢f the
narrative.

I. Factors Slowing the Advance - Li.-Col. Lord Twsedsmuir in a
report to the Commander of tne Eighth Army on "The Factors which
Slowed up the Elghth's Army Oflensive in t.e LIRI Valley" stres-
sed the fact that Lraffic congestion was the greatest cause of
delay. Among avoidable mistakes he listed

(a) Fallure to pass information to the Engrs;

(k) Failure by Divisions to develop routes lald down by Corps;
(c) Inexperlence of provest personnel;

(d) Feilure tco prevent casual traffis;

{e) Putting more traffic on the roads than they could stand.
Among other causes of delay he listed

(a) Misinterprets:ion of ma;s and aerial photographs;

(b) Fallure to maintain direction in close country;

(c) PFallure of the infantry to continue advancing when their
supporting tanks were held up by ground;

(d) Unwillingness of the infantry to advance without support-
ing weapons;

(e) Demolitions - failurs to keep the Enginecers informed and
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general attitude of "leave it to the Sappers";

{(f) VUncertainty re the situation on flanks (e.g. a day was
lost due to a misunderstanding between the Canadlan and
French Corps};

(g) Difficulty in the use of code names;

(h) Failure to pass back informat ion.

The report concluded by saying that a good deal of avoldable delay enabled
the enemy "to withdraw in his own time and even break off contact”.

II.

Air Support - A report on air operations in support of 1 Cdn

Corps indicates the important part the Alr Force played in this
offensive.

The complete resources of 239 (Fighter-Bomber) Wing,
D.A.T.; provided direct air support for Eighth Army during
the perlod under review. In addition to attacking gun and
morter positicons, defended localitles, tank and troop con-
centrations end H.Qs. In the lmmedlate battle area; 239 Wing
concentrated a considerable effort on the isolation of the _
battle area and the dlsorganization of the enemy's rear areas
by road-blocking, rail-cutting and bridge-breaking. Their
greatest success however, was obtalned by armed recce against
the eaeay's retreating transport and guns of all types on
the roads leading out of the battle area. (See copy cf
"Canadlan Operations - Mediterranean Area, Report on Alr
Operations in Support of 1 Cdn Corps, 11 May-4 Jun 44",
I(‘orwar)‘c)ied to N.D.H.Q., (D.M.T.), 7 Jul 44, (24/AA1/1/4
Hist)).

III. Intelligence - In contrast to the excellent Intelli-

gence available to the Allied Armies prior to the attack,
the enemy's infornation regarding our dlspositions and
plans was very inadequate (See excerpt from 1 Cdn Corps
Intelligence Sumnmary No. 80 attached as Appendix "F").
This may be considered a tribute to the effectiveness of
the arrangements for concealing our concentration in front
of the GUSTAV Line (above, para 5).

Statistics - Some statlstics regarding the 1 Cdn Corps
operations iIn the LIRI Valley will be found in Appendix "p".




APPENDIX "A"

HQ 1 Cdn Inf Divw
1 cp/1/G
22 Way 44

OPERATION - CHFSTFRFIELD

{Verbal orders by GOC 1 Cdn Inf Div at final co=ordinating
eonference, Hy 1 Cdn Inf Div, 0800 hrs 22 May 44)
INTENTION
: 3 l Cdn Inf Dlv and attached tps will breach the HITLER
LINE on 25 May 44 forming a bridge head for the paasayoe through

of 5 Cdn Armd Div.

MFTHOD
2 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bde respectively right and left will
assault st H hour and capture the ob jectives zhown on tracs,

Bndys and start line aa shown on traces.

3 The attacl will be in two phases:-
{(a) PHASE I = Capture of flrst objective and mopping
up. Rate of adv, 100 yds In & mins.
{b) PHASE IX - Capture of 2nd objectlve
Rate of adv, 10C yds in 3 mins.
4 2 Cdn Inf Bde will attack on a two-bn frontage, supported
by HIH and one Sqn 51 RTR and 111 Bty SP A Tk Regt.

5 3 Cdn Inf Bds {less R 22e R) will altack on one~bn frontage
supported by 51 RYR (less one sqn) and 16 Bty 8P 4 Tk HRegt

(leass one tp).

&6 . 1 Cdn Inf Bde will carry out aggressive offensivs tactics

from H hour.

7 4 Cdn Recce Regt (4PLDG) will carry out aggresaive offensive

tactics from K hour.

a8 12 CTR of 1 Cdn Armd Bde wlll be placed under comd.

Thls unlt will be held in div reserve topether with R 226 H.
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ASSEMBLY
9 Movement of 2 Cdn Inf Bde and supporting tks both 2 and
3 Bdes to assembly area shown on trace will commence at 1700 hrs
22 May. Order of Hurch 2 Cdn Inf Bde followed by armour of 25 Tk
Bde starting at 2300 hrs.
Route fwd from thls flunk as shown on truce will be closed to all
sutside traffic between 1700 hrs and {irst light.
2 Cdn Inf Bde will relieve ripght fwd and res bn of 3 Cdn Inf Bde

tonipht later moving into new assembly arsa.

10 All tk movement presparatory to adv will be completed by
2400 hrs night 22/23 May.

PCr>PION.  (a) Tks of 26 Armd Bde requosted to
simllate movement large numbers tks between
2400 hra and 0500 hrs night 21/22 and 22/23,
agreed.,
(b} PLDG will create diversion by organizing
smoke pts on LIRI sector - Corps rep to

arrange.

12 Timings APPROX only.

(a) PIRST OBJECTIVE captured H plus 75 (100 yds
in S5 wmins)

{b) Start of second phase {unless delayed)

H pius 1356.
(@) SECOND OBJECTIVE captured H plus 185 (100 yds
in 3 minﬂ)e
13 Pire Plan (a) Counter preparations ss previously arranged.

{(b) Pre-arranged tasks to bombard enemy daf
13 Corps sector on wlde front H-55 H-45.
Then pre-arranged concs from H hour.

{s) Arty to bombard enemy def from H hour.
Tasks as outlinad to CRA.

{d) C B = H=45 until capture final objective.

{e) C M = 4.2 inch mortars grouped under CMO

for counter mortar tasks until cap-

: ture final objective when coys will




(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

C M= (Contid)
revert to respectlve bdes.
CRA to co-ordinate taskas.

BAPRAGE = {(4) Limits as shown on trace.

(44) PHASE I = R of M 100 yds in
5 mina.

PHASE II = R of M 100 yds in
S mins.

(111) Guna will reglster opening line
on 22 May

{(1¥} For timings etc see Arty trace
and programme.

SMOKE - (1) Light arty smoke to obscure
vision on AQUINO and PONTLCORVO
durlng the attack,

(15)) Bde will smoke enemy def theilr
front with 3 inch mortars.

{111) See previous arrangements for
smoke degception = PLDG using
canlaster smoke,

(iv) Smoke on frontage of attack will
be provided by tks and attécking
inf as requiroed.

DF tasks on objectives =~ pre-arranged pending

adjustment = 8ee arty trace.

14 Breaching Mineflelds and Wirse

(a)

General = Recces of approaches fwd of SL.

and pts selected for gaps through mlinefields

and wire will be made on 21 May and night
21/22 Hay.
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(b) Minefilelds - (1) 6 gaps will be conatructed
by HCT taped and routes lwd
under cover of darkneses night
22/25.

(1) 2 and © Bdes will provide co-
vering pavrties for the papping
purcies.

{(ii1) Wine clearance parties will
accompeny Ghe assault.

(e) Vilre Cutting =

(i) Inf dem parties with banga=
lores uccompany the sssaulting

inf,
Bach tk to carry res amm [or inf.

Tae HQs of ) Cdn Inf Div, 2 Bde, 3 Bde end 25
Tk Bde will be loceted in same preneral ureas,
vieinity 767167, to be dug in and connected by

telephone. Direct 1line will be lald to KAIN DIV,
4200 hra 23 Ney 44.

{a) All drivers will observe strletly all route
sipns and inatrs by provoat,

(b) All vehs not ordered 50 move fwd will remein
clear of tracks. Vhenever vens halt they will
clear tracks.,

(e) Provost will orpanize TCPs at all rd junce
egpecially at Jjuncs of luteral tratks with main
"up" and "down" routea, All track juncs will be
sim posted wlth a six Tigure map coe-ordinute.

(d) HFART routs will be raserved ©o 5 Cdn Armé Div
after bridge ncad comolste.

(2) Bdes will oﬁguntze parties to murk their main
axis fwd as aftack progressas,

() Provost wlll merk meln "Heart" route fwd behind
2 Cdn Inf Bde, but will beé preovsred to switch

to a fwd route behind 3 Cdn Inf Bde.
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{g) Vehs breaking down on tracks or rds will be
pushed out of the way untll recovered.
(h) Provost 5 Cdn Armd Div are to assist control

on "Heart" route.

19 A !"nf 5 Cdn nr@d Div

| Cia

(a) Adv will commence when final objective capture
and consolidation is commenced.

(b} Order of March - Speclal task force followed
by remainder of Div.

(¢) 60C 1 Cén Inf Div will inform Corps Comd
when the breach has been ude ond latter willl

glve order for 7 Armd Div to adv.

INF START LINE === ALOUETTE
FIRST OBJTGTIVE ~== ABOUKIR
HUPORT LINE ~w== NANNOCKBURN
5 CONL OBJECTIVE === (GAPORETTO
FHASE 1 BARRAGE === AMITNS
FHAST 11 BARRAGE === BLACKWOODS
HCLD BARRAGE === (QAZA
Guns to fire on pausse

LINE === NIW YORKER
RECOMIENCE BARRAGE -== JFNA
H HOTR === LIBERTY
CONSOLIDATION
Complste === COSHMOPOLITAN

love of b Div to
commance === PUNCE
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APPENDIY "C"
(Appx 60 to W.D, 5 3dn Arma Div, 3 Brensh H.Q., May 1944)

NOTES TAKEN AT $0¢ GF
16 May 44

Own Tps

Polea are still in same locality. No chenge in Poliah posn,
8611l hold pt 953, maintaining attack.

78 Div asecured

Div pushing on from gereral sres FIGNATARO, cut line snd
nave pushed from 300 to 400 yds WiST of the rd. WEST of PIGNATARO
a littls more sticky.

French sti1ll satiafactory. Managed to capturs s tremendous
amount of ground, taken a great number of prisoners., Necessary
for them to peuse, mop up thoroughly before cracking on. They
will now have cleansd up bit of resistance in SAY GEORGIA. Every-
thing up to this point well under control. Have CASTELFORTE,
pushed down rd about 2000 yés. SAN LUCIA feature also in their
hends. Report ASPERIA captured 1in error.

JNTENTION (ARKY COND)

To have 78 Div crack on hers to about the 80 grid line,
dominate highwey €, snd be thus in a posn where they can link
up setisfactory with the POLES on right flank. The capture of
P HANTOHM ridge. Establish junction with 78 Div malking continuous
line ccmpletely isolating people in CASSINO and WMONASTERY. All
out sssault on MONASTERY. Gds Bde mop up CASSINO. Gds Bde to
probe to find out whether CASSINO is held by 2 or 2000 Germans.

1 Cdn Corps - carry on et PONTECCRVO. Jdee of establishing
contect with ADOLFH HITLER LINE. Be prepared to crack fwd with
open flenk in order to push wedge.

French te carry on In direction of ASPERIA. Very worried
about line of comn. Rd SOUTH of LIRI only one to use. Untill
1l Cdn Div creck fwd, French are going to have bit of trouble
administering their people.

INTENTION OF 1 CDN CORPS

To have 1 Cdn Inf Div continue through in direction of
ADOLPH HITLER line supported by tks and full weight of 1 Div Arty.

5 Cdn Armd Div to move one bde gp up Into area PIGNANO
tonlght, balence of the div to be moved fwd as soon as aress in
this fwd area become evailgble with every intention of putting
S Cdn Armd Div on the right of 1 Cdn Iaf Div. Command of this
sector formerly held by 8 Ind Div changed from comd of Gen Russell
to Gen Burns?t?

INTENTION & CDN ARKD DIV

To move one bde gp lnto the area PIGNANO prior to moving
fwd scross R RAPIDO, balance of the Div to remaln in present area.



‘Method

11 Cdn Inf Bde, with under comd ® Cdn Armd Regt (BCD), one
bty MiOs, one bty LAA, 24 Fd Amb RCAKC pilus one sec 7 Lt Fd Amb
RCANC, two secs § Pro Coy and in sp @« Fd Sqn RCE -- will move by
MT to area PIGHANO.

Recce Pamtiea

Recce parties have slready been despatched to serea and
are at present carrylng out detailed recce.

Route

Bighway 6, Highway 7 to DP, which will be COXES CORNER,
Square 9811, Thies DP subject to confirmatlon.

SP = PIGNATARO TCP which is june of Highway € end tha rd

running right along base of mtns Jjust bevond the tip of the
GGHG aresa.

Speed
Tracks 8 mih Wheelas 15 mih

Donai;z Tracka 50 vim Wheels 20 vim.
Order of Mareh

Tracked vehs, wh veha. Details of the Order of March to
be laid down by Bde Comd.

Heand of tracks pass EP 0300 hrs
Head of wheels pass &P 0500 hrs

Wheels move in blocks of 100 vehs every hr.

Lights = n<rmal., Only necessary with tracks.
Cam

Every care will be teken to cam the posns cerefully once
you get up thers. There have been a tremendous number of vehs
in there. There will be 2 gresat number of tracks.

Personnel will be confined to the areas of their respective
units and will be on 2 hrs notice to move, Stsate of readiness
may be shortened depending on the situation.

Adm

Composite Inf Bde Coy RCASC with increment added fLor other
units golng fwd.

Amn - normel will be tsken.

Ratlons = 24 hr 8 man pack, which was notified at Q confersnce
will be available when and if required.

Tks = 7 day's rations being issued. Will not be stsrted on
until necessery.

S POL = Tks (9 Cdn Armd Regt (BCD) carrying sufficient pet
to "Top-up" 1in now area. Other units will "Top-up" on arrival
and refill from the Inf Bde Goy.

TC = Tk diversions will be merked., Actual traffic pointsmen

on route -- Army Traffie Control. Any pts NOT covered by them will
be covered by our ewn Pro.

TCVa - W1ll probably return to this area. Depends on Corps
Tp from the Armé Delivery Sqn will be moving fwd.



Intercomn

Div HQ will move from present area = cloaing here about
1400 hrs tomorrow and opening somewhere in FPIGNANO area.

Report Centre at COXES CORNER until actual location known.
Wirelesa ailence until authority for breaking issusd by this
HQ.

Time by BBC.

e b e R e L

This Bde Gp will move up in last area, whigch we will call
Rear Assembly Aree, Ag soon es suitable area 1s available, croaz
RAPIDO. This Bde Gp will move fwd by either route DIAMOND, DIAMOND
BAR or CLUB into its fwd Asssmbly Area. From there move up,
possibly this sort of CL, snd eventually pessing through the righs
fwd bde of 1 Cdn Inf Div end fanning ocut on right flank. 8Split
the Corps from & ways.

17 Pd Regt RCA will in all probebility remain in this area
until satisfectory gun posns heve been allotted scrosg the RAPIDO,
There izn't sufficient room in the FIGHANO sres at pre~ent.
Useless to put them up into fwd ersa where they havenii got range
to sp anything we do. Further allotment arty latsr,

DRESS

When we go fwd from ocur Rear Asgembly Ares to Fwd Asgembly
Area, go fwd with very minimum number of veha. Going to bs
necesaary for every individual to be in long trouessers. 1 sugpgest
every men have woollen Khaki shirt., Gives him better chenge from
pt of view of cconcealment. It ig & hellive lot more comforatble
when evenings get cool. == Long trousers snd Khakl sweater,

Tk crews == left to Bde Comd.
DISCIPLINE

Bound to be quite & bit of other traffic. Hard to malntain
intervals. Don't want to see amy of our dvrs driving at ridigulous
rates of speed to overtaske. All people to be familiar with SSanding
Orders re moves. .

In the movemant of some fmn this morning, GOC noticed grest
number of men hanging on TCVs and laying scross top on supports,
some of them stripped to the waist., DON!T WANT TO SEE ANY OF
THAT IN THIS DIV.

5 Div on Right == Purpose =- on right to lead on Highway 6 to
ROME .

Phs to be made svsilable down to levsel Tp Comds., Fmns so
far have used gridded phs entirely for passing back sitreps.

Question - C;rrieru considered tracka, or wheole
Answer - Carriers to move with 11 Cdn Inf Bde.
Tracks - Tks, MIC3 and any cut-down tks

Policy « Tracks does NOT inel carriers.
Question (Sigs) - Nefessary to leave cem up here?
Answer. RO,

Question Re paek for SPs.
Answer Same es. for tka



=# =

A1l infin to be paased down to every last individual man
Tps keen to lknow how war is going. Wonderful booster. BOCHS
have had terriflie cas. Whole situation going moat satiszfactory.
Question of getting people in right plescs and then cracking it.

If 26 Pz =nd 22 Fz como down == 50 much the better.

The more he counter-attacks, the more we kill, Counter-
attecks have been fought off very successfully after fundamentala
have bheen observed == inetant 're-org, anti tk guns up, thks
remelning on objective until thing ie consolldated.

Damn good show.

Under Comd iBO0 hrs this evening.



APPFNDIX "p"

SECRET

28 May 44
EXERCISE "CHISTERFIELD"
5 CDN AR¥D DIV 00 NO 1
Ref Maps: 1/2500 ITALY Sheets 159/1 NE
159/1 SE
160/1V  SW
160/1V SE
INFM
1 Enemy unchanged.
2 Own Tps:

(a) 38 Bde of 78 Div are adv on RIGHT along line of 27
NORTHING to CEPRANO and then ulong hlpghway No 6.

(b) 1 Cdn Div have secured brheud acrosa R SACCO as shown
on Appx A. (General areu 6023, 6024). 4 PLDG in brhead
are prepared to asslat 5 Cdn Armd Dlv 1f' necessary.
1 Cdn Div are also prepared to asalst with inf. If
such assistance 1s unnecessary 1 Cdn Div will remain
In present posns,

() FFC are adv toward CTCCANO 4429 with thelr RIGHT on

the R SACCO. They now occupy:

3 DIA - Hipgh Ground 588228

585232
M NIRO 5423
2 DIM = Area 518226

4 DM@ <« Has foothold on M MONACO 467234
3 Additional Tpa:

2 Med Regt RCA
INTENTION

4 5 Cdn Armd Div will adv and secure bound TATLER (502320)- 498300 -
. 510273) .

MTETHOD

5 11 Cdn Inf Bde will extend brhead to area shown on Appx "A" night
2?/28 May (597274 - 592264 - 601256),

€ 5 Cdn Armd Bde

with under comi
8 Pd Regt RCA (SP) -« Time to be arranged by CRA
and
one sqn 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt (GGHG)
one fd sqn RCE
one SP A Tk Bty (M 10)
two SP tps S5 LAA Regt RCA

from 2723598 Hrs
and with in sp
Div Arty plus 2 Med Regt RCA

less 8 Fd Regt RCA(SP)

Will adv along Div CL and secure bound TATLER.

! - - o A
= - {ﬁL P i
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7 Asaemb&x_Areas

Area "A" or "B" sa shown on trace. ("A" general area 6125,
6126; "B" general area 6024, 4124, 6025). Area selected will
be notifled by Z80400B hrs.
8 5L - FSQUIRE (see Appx "A"). (599274 - 597264 - 601250).
3 RBounds and Report Lines (see Appx “A™).
10 CL BLUE {see Appx "*") (595272 - 54427) - 534290 = £00312).
11 Start Time NOT later than 281200B hrs.

12 TiImings - Armd Regts wlll start to cross MELFA at 280500B hrs.

15 Air
HE Bombing on
(a) RIPI 5254
(b) POFI 5129
(e) TORRICE 4936
(d) ARNARA 4931
(e) FROSINONE 4637
{f) CHEHCCANO 4429
Lé b1 H“ l—n‘
(a) 28100B hrs = GALLIPOLI
{b) "H" hr GALLIPOLI plus or iuinus
15 (a) Normal.

(b) Moves of HQ 5 Cdn Armd Div will be notified.

ACX

(H Angle) Lt-Col.
S S5 Cdn Armd Div

Mathod of Issue SDR

Pime of Sipnature 28025 Hrs

DISTRIBUVION: List "A™ Seriuls 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, &, 9, 10, 1Y, 12, 1I
16, 17, 19, ‘20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 3
plus AA&QMO. {Incls 00 und Appx "A")

Nots: Since the trauce referred to Iin the text of this order hes not
been reproduced, appropriate mup references taken from it have
beon introduced Into the text in bruackets.

The B MELFA referred to in para 12 1s doubtless a miaprint
for LIRI . :
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direct from PW cage differ slightly end sre es follows;:-

TOTAL OFFRa = 26
" ORs - 13596

Ia sddition 3510 civiliens wers admitted to Pw cage.
obtained by AFM through 'A' Branch Rear HQ 1 Cdn Corps.

OFFfis -
Cleg =

Civilians

26
1401
526

= = ———
G APPENDIX "E"
1 CON_CORPS
Ops 16 May - S Jun 44
Approx = flgures
DATE Elapsed Offenalve Progreas
2 G Comunitted No longer  Time continued (gds)
Committed (hrs) by:
~IB 160700 251700 2Rl s 11 CIB 17,600
JIB 162300 262100 258.... 11 CIB 20,400
JIB 230600 2561700 659:cee 11 CIB 5,300
Jdan Armd Bde 240800 251400 SO 4w 11 CIB 7,500
CIB 251400 280500 63.c00 5> Cdn Armd Bde 9,700
Jdn Armd Bde 280500 282400 19:see 14,000
CIB 290500 x 301600 9B.0.00 2 CIB 7,.00
dn Armd Bde 280500 =x 301600 SB..e0 @ CIB 7,100
IR 010600 051200 S4iceo 6 SA Armd Div 20,400
1B 501600 821500 47 o0 6 SA Armd Div 22,900
% Not setually relieved until FM 31 MAY.
Average time betwetn committments and relief - 80.6 hras
Average distence geined between committment snd relief -
13,200 7Gs .,
PRISONERS - OF<WAR
DATE OFFRS & ORs DATE OFFRS & ORs
7 May 103 28 Mey 10
8 May 162 29 May -
9 May A7 30 May 8
0 May 7 31 Mey 32
1 May - 1 Jun 25
2 May 13 2 Jun 12
5 May 161 Jun il
4 Way 462 4 Jun 41
5 May 262 o Jun 14
6 May 76 & Jun 68
7 May 11
TOTAL 1421

These PW figures were
The figures obtained
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APPENDIX "E" (CONT'D)

CASUALTIES .
ate 1 Cdn Inf Div 5 Cdn Armd Div Corps Tps Total
Offra CR Offrs OR Offr OR offr CR

13=20 May £ Total all rankfc-c== cumsescmessccsscessscsacesnsccaad0l

) MEY s s ovone 1 20 0] 48 0 4 1 72
22 Mayoossoen 4 88 e 39 0 1 6 134
S May coooen o i8 £95 2 a6 g 7 20 &38
22 MaYoecoooo 7 1353 1 72 3 5 9 210
25 Mayeoooooo 6 61 2n 243 0 10 34 314
26 May 0000 1 11 1'-:] 95’ 0 6 11 112
27 MaYoosccoo a3 i5 4 75 0 & 7 96
28 Me¥cococoa 1 g 8 65 1 5 10 76
29 Me¥ovooseo i 7 4 22 0 3 5 35
50 Mt—lyuano“¢ (4] 22 4 38 1 7 5 87
3L Mayoscoose 0 17 4 A 1 5 5 45
1 Junoecocas 0 37 0 2 1 5 1 42
2 W oo g i1 0 % i 4 3 19
3 JUWncooscoe 3 20 0 4 1 2 & 26
4 JUnssccvos O 5 Q 0 0 2 0 i

Total all ranks 21 May- 4 Jun 1914 323 1793
" 13 Mey =20 Muy 301 Total 2215

'his doss NCI' Inel cas clesred through BRIT Mea Installationa, It does incl
111 direct admittance to Pd Awmbs.

: This tekes in a few days befora ope commenced., The filgure will be broken dow
18 soon £3 posslble.




AFPTNDIX "F"

SECRET

¢ Int 7/1 Corps/1/4
& Jun 44

EXTRACT FROM 1 CDN CORPS

INTELLIGENCE SUMIMARY NO 80

Appendix "A", Pars 4

(Based on the captured intelligence files
3% the German Fourteenth Army)

It will be seen that the picture presented to
the enemy command was very faulty and corresponded exactly
to what the Allied command wanted him to belleve. He un~
derestimated our strength in the area of our main attack
by no less than seven divs. As a result he credited us
with having much larger reserves in the pack areas and in
view of this and the fact that he believed at least three
of these divs to be on or near the coast, where landing
exercolaes were going on, he appreciated that our frontal
atbtack was only a diversion and that we intedended to carry
out another landing In hls rear. His dispesitions on 1l
May wore clearliy based on thls bellel; he had the mlinimum
number of tps in the line and his reserve divs were disposed
along the WEST coast to meet the landing which he confidently
axpected. As a result our sttack was made in much greater
strength than he expected (in the FEC sector, for instance,
in more than four times the strength he expected) which
grestly essiated our initial success. All German divs In
reserve wera alther grouped round the ANZIO Beadhhead or
strungz out along the Western coast; and by the time the
enemy hed decided his fears of a landing were groundless,
these reserves were¢ so slow in reaching the scene of battle
that they were drawn in and destroyed pilecemeal.



CHTSTIRI'ITLD
SICRIT

22 May 44

Copy HNeo

1 CAIILDIAN CORPS OPTRA™ION ORI'TR NO 1

s Lneny = See 1 Cdn Corps Int Summaries.
2 Own Tps ~ See 1 Cdn Corps and r'lanking fmns slitreps.

D hAction - "lanking 'mns

(a) 13 Corps 1a NOT to attack the HITLTR LINF but 1is to
deceive the enemy into thinking main attack will
be directed alongz HIGHYAY 6. After the HITLER
LINE has been brecached the adv will be resumed on
a two corps front with right 15 Corps and left 1
Cdn Corps.

(b) 2 Polish Corps is to meintain contact with the enemy and to
meke prepurations to gimulate a rull scale attack
on PASHO COFNO and PITDIMONTI. - No attack is to be
made.

4, Additional Tps under Comd 1 Cdn Corps

(a) One Armd Repgt of 1 Cdn Arnd Bde.
(b) Arty = Jce Order of Battle 1 Cdn Corps Lrty att as Appx LA |

(c) 8 & T = RASC br and assuult pls allotted aus In para 11 (L)

below,
5. Bdys Bdys between 135 Corps on the Right and FEC on the
Left - See trace at Appx "i".

INTFNTION

G. 1 Cdn Corps will break through the HITL™R LINT and exploit towards
CTPRARNO,

IMETH OD

7 The op to be known as operation CHI'S?™RFITLDI will be carried out in
two phases:=

Phase ne - 1 Cdn Inf Plv will break through the HITLIR LINI
and secure the hirh ground approx 1000 yds beyond
the HITLR LINT, with a view to funning outwurds
to destroy the enemy.

Pha. e Two = 5 Odn Armd Div will pass through the 1 Cdn Inf
Piv and selse the crossings over the R 1 LFA,
with a view to exploliting towards CIPRANO.

8. Phase One - 1 Cdn Inf Div

(a) Inder comd 1 Cdn Inf Liv: 25 Tk de
One armd Reist of 1 Cdn iarnd Bde

(b) Axis of Adv = See truce Appx "B"

(e¢) H - Hour =« As desired by Comd 1 Cdn Inf Div.

A ondld



10.

Phase Two = 5 Cdn Armd Div

(a) Positionin Prior to .“omwrencement of Phase One, 5 Cdn Armd
D7v will be/positioned a8 to sp and subsequently pass
through 1 Cdn Inf Div - urea:3 as mutually arranged b etween Div
Comds.

(b) Axis of adv - See Trace Appx "B",

(¢) Comd 1 Cdn Corps will notify Comid 5 Cdn Armd Div when he is
to comﬂence move 'wd to pass thirough 1 Cdn Inf Dlv. Codeword =
" PUNCH".

Arty
(a) Allotment and Control

(1) Order of Battle 1 Cdn Corps Arty to be effective 0600 hrs
22 May 44, 1s att as Lppx "A".

(i) Arty of 1 Cdn Corps, 13 Corps and such urty from POLCOTED
and CTF as are within reach will sp 1 Cdn Corps. Arty frow
10 Corps will assist by carrying out CB on the ATINA gun gp
durling the attack.

‘ %
(1i1) Att at Appx "G" 1s a table setting out the grouping of aurty,
and the arty vhich will be available for CB, to sp 1 Cdn Inf
Div, and to sp 5 Cdn Armd Div.

{(b) General Action of Arty

(1) Pre zero preparatory fire = hy arty will come on the defs
of the HI'TL"R LINT on both Cdn Corps and 15 Corps fronts,

(11) Prior to CB programme there will be a hy pre zero preparator
fire on 13 Corps front to decelve the enemy as to the place
of' attack and to have the enemy man his gun.

(i11) Prior to H Hour there will be o CB programme.

(iv) CB will continue throughout the aticck.

(c) Phase I of Attack - Respcnsibility for fire olan 1a sp
T Cdn Inf Div - CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div.

Responsibllity for CB plan - Comd 1 Cdn AJiRA.

(d) Phase II of attack - Responsibility for fire plan in <o 5 Cdn
Armd Div - CRA 5 Cdn Armd Div.

(e) Air Photos and V Tgts =

(i) 1/15,000 photos used for GUSTAV LINT are cuncelled.

(11)1/25,000 pgridded photos have been issued on a ncale for
distribution down to coys of Inf and tps of arty for units
under comd 1 Cdn Corps, and arty under comd 13 Corps.

(11i) A list of V tgts will be issued from 1 Cdn Corps on a
scale down to inf coys and arty tps. These ref: are map
ref's and are similur to photo refs with this sei of photos.

(iv) It will be the responsibility of inf and arty units of
putting these refs on the photos.

A oviiild



MITHOD (Contd)

11,

ADH
15.

ACK

Hnﬁgs
(a) Routes

(1) Attn is directed to 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr No 10 as
amended 21 IMay regarding Fngr responsibilities, and to
Appx "A" to 1 Cdn Corps Adm Instr HNo 36 (Traffic).

(11) Ry WPST of CASSINO will NOT be used as a rd unless
operationally necessary.

(1i1i) Pollowing breakthrough, 1 Cdn Inf Div will take over
route maint on routes used by 5 Cdn Armd Div when
requested by 5 Cdn Armd Dlv.

(iv) 1 Cdn Corps will take over muint of all routes WEST of
FORIE D'AQUINO from 1 Cdn Inf Div when requested by that
fmn. '

(b) Br
(1) Under comd 1 Cdn Inf Div - 1803 Bailey Pl RASC

(1i) Under comd 5 Cdn Armd Div = C pl 545 Gen Tpt Coy (for
Bailey)
36 Assault boats
4 Cluss 2 rafts

(111) Under comd 1 Cdn Corps = HQ 256 Br Coy RASC
One pl 345 Gen Tpt Coy
(for Balley)
1821 FBE Pl ;
1812 Pontoon Pl
1802 Assault Pl (less one sec)

(iv) All Bailey Pls refill at 1 Cdn Corps Br Dump (HQ 236 Er
Coy RASC at GB1l7134).

(c) Mech Fgpt

Under comd each div - one D6/N7 Bulldozer
one autopatrol
from 26 Mech Eqpt Sec RE.

Alr

(2) 1 Cdn Corps has priority on all availsble air resources.

(b) "CABRANK" will be full immediately after first light and
will be refilled on request to GSO 2 (Air) 1 Cdn Corps on
two hrs notice.

1 Cdn Corps Adm Instrs Nos 36 and 37 of 21 May 1ssued separstely.

{(8igned)

WGHMR/GEG (G.A. lcCarter) Brig.

DISTRTIBUTION: Page 4 .

GS 1 Cdn Corps
Time of Signature .0085.....hrs

FLS/SDR/LO/HAND
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& SHCRET
1/0ps/4/3

2 Jun 44

copy Noﬂ.. ...... 1]

1 CANADIAN CORPS OPFRATION ORDFR NO 2

Ref Maps 1/50,000 Sheets 161 I, II, III, IV.
159 I, IV,

INF M

(a) hight 13 Corps 78 Div elements 56 Recce and 56 Bde in contact
. with 1 Cdn Inf Div area FROSINONF 4537. 78 Div surround ALATE
4546. 8 Ind Div 19 Ind Bde VEROLI 5142 I CASTELLONE 5045.
17 Ind Bde moving on VICO NTL LAZIO 4552, 135 Corps moving bde
of 6 (Brit) Armd Div to posn on right of 78 Div.

(b) 1 Cdn Corps with: Right 1 Cdn Inf Div 1 Cdn Inf Bde area
PIRFNTTNDO 3743 and to NORTH and W7ST, 2 Cdn Inf Bde ROSINONFE
453% = M RADICINO 4142,
Left 6 SA Arnd Div 12 SA Motd Bde fwd
elements 367398. Recce maintaining contact on left with 2
DIM 320380 = 3433580,
(c) Left FIC 2 DIM on gen line MOROLO 3337 - SUPINO 35335 -
PATRICA 3632 = TOMACTLLA 4034 with leading elements 270412
~202428 -~ 327425. FIC reported to have made contact with
Pifth Army COLLIIFERRO 1748,
2. Tnpemy « See 1 Cdn Corps Int Summary No. 69 dated 012559,
IN'TF KT ION

3. 1 Cdn Corps will continue to attack the enemy and press on towards the
Nwl

METHCD (See Truce "A" att)
4. 1 Cdn Inf Div will operate as follows:-

(a) 1 cdn Inf Bde Gp will capture the high ground about ANAGNI
2949 and est a firm base.

(b) 4 Cdn Recce TNtegt (4 PLDG) will secure stream crossing 264481
and exploit NORTH and V/IST.

(c¢) One bn 2 Cdn Inf Bde will move to FLRENTINO 3743 as soon as
1l Cdn Inf Bde 1s clear and patrol towards FUMONE 4147.

5. € %A Armd Div will operate as follows on & Jun 44:-

(a) 24 Gds Bde Gp will pass through 1 Cdn Inf Bde on axis
FERTNTINO - rd junc 336463 - ACUTO 5154 - PIGLIO 2858
and patrol to PIUGHI 355S¢

(b) me bn gp will adv through ANAGNI towards PALIANO 2156.

(c) One sgn 1 Cdn Armd C Regt will come under comd 6 SA Armd Div
from 2200 hrs 2 Jun 44 for contact patrols with FIC on leflt
flank 6 SA Armd Div,

- 6., Chunge of Comd

Comd of the sector will pass from 1 Cdn Inf Div to 6 SA Armd Div
at a time to be gyrrced between comds concerned. Codeword for chunge
of comd PLASSYY, which will b2 reported to HQ 1 Cdn Corps by quickest
mesne hy 6 SA Armd Div ss soon as accomplished.



10,

11.

-2-

Report Lines = See Trace A.

1 Cdn Armd C Regt less two agns will revert to comd QY 1 Cdn
Corps 2400 hrs 2 Jun 44 and concentrate in an area /Wii8T of T"FRFNTINO
under arrangements 1 Cdn Inf Div. 1 Cdn Inf Div will advise HG 1
Cdn Corps as to the area selected.

Arty - Separate Instrs, already issued.

Engrs - (a) RCE 1 Cdn Inf Div end 5 Cdn Armd Div will be employed
under comd CF 1 Cdn Corps.

(b) Route responsibilities will be defined in separate instr.
Air One tentacle will be transferred to & SA Armd Div from and

by 1 Cdn Inf Div on change of comd of sector from 1 Cdn Ianf Div to 6
SA Armd Div, ‘

INTERCOMN

12,

15.

14,

15,

16.
ALM
1
18.

Wireless silence will be lifted by 6 SA Armd Dlv at 2200 hrs
2 Jun 44.

One ACV with 4332 set and crew wlll be loasned by 5 Cdn Armd
Div to 6 SA Armd Div. Separate instrs to 5 Cdn Armd Div.

HQ 1 Cdn Corps closes present losn 1000 hrs 3 Jun 44 and opens
same time (;446332.

Liaison = 6 3A Armd Div will ensure that closest liaison 1is muintained
with rlanking frns of 13 Corps and FIC.

Code Names - Geopraphical code names in use are piven in Appx "ii".

Separate lustr.

ACK.

(Sgd) (G.A. MecCarter) Brig
GS 1 ¢dn Corps

SDR/FLS/HAND/LO

Time ol slipnature,g<£10.hrsa.

[
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" TTTRACE ISSUED AS APPX ‘A"
TO OPERATION ORDER No?2

DATED 2 JUUNE 44
REF MAP ITALY 1:5Q000 SHTS I51 | 11 }Ij v
59 | |V
59) cO
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SITUATION AS ON |16 MAY 1944 e
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