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Battle Drill TW.'_E“

1. This report deals with the development of modern
methods of training and the evolutilon of Hattle Drill Training
with particular reference to 1ts adoption by the Canadian
Army in the United Kingdom,

2e It 1s necessary firat to define clearly the diffe-
rence between "Battle Drill" and "Battle Drill as
these terms are now understood, "Battle Drill¥%, o.ecording

to the manual Flel and Sattle Dr means the reduc-
tion of military tactica to bDare essentlals which are taught
to a platoon as a team drill, with clear explanations regard-
ing the objects to be achieved, the prineiples involved and
the individual task of each member of the team, "Battle Drill
Training®, on the other hand, 1s more oonprohmnivc. It con-
sists of a high standard ef weapon traini "purposeful
physical training, flelderarlt, battle dri propw, battle
discipline and battle inoculation®,

Se Battle Drill training.ls founded upon the axiom
that "until every soldler looks on himself as & ruthless
Idller, using cover with the facility of an animal, using
his weapons with the practised ease of a professional hunter
and covering the ground on the move with the agllity of a
deer-astalker, infantry battle training will be based on false
foundations" (C.¥.H.Qe file 2/cattle Sch/l: Report on First
Goll.Q. Battle Sch)e Its object 1s, therelore, to inculcate
j.nto a body of fighting men a system of battle diseipline
2 team spirit, lndtoginomymamoﬂodgootmnn
“basic "team phys which will guide him in any opmt:l.an he
may undertake in battle. It has the further advanta %‘u
the men physically fit, relieving boredom in ning,

and inoculating the soldlier and hils coumander against

fear and noises of battle (C.W.H.Q. file 2/Reports/4: Procil
on Battle Drill, CeTeSe)e

4o Orinb to the romantic awra swrrounding the term
"Commando"; newspaper u':lterl have oocallomlly reforred to
Battle.Drill Training as "Comsando Training", It should be
‘clearl undarutoed that Battle Drill Trai is not a
type of training confined %o units the Special
rice Brigade, but a form of training which all Canadian
men are requlred to undergo.

Se This aggressive type of training has been developed

the prineiples enuncia d in tho following official
toxthooks:

y Tact:lc. March 1940

March 1941

i0el (September 1941

‘muml,h)m,«f!t, i ‘-es n October 1942 but
VL - L as nt.millad coples of 169 page book
proplrod : the 4'?‘!1]1 (London) Division.)
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L CAMADTAN ARMY TRAINING IN 1041

syllabus of the Canadian Treining School in
lmﬁmmtmyorm mmpzumémm

oW COUrsos, : 3P over, o For Instance, the
obstacle mo mzmd comdat Harbour Stalieing end
booby traps were included in both the Weapon and the
Assault and Cambat Course (H.Do. CoTels Lypu
10421 Syllabus, CeTeSe, JulywDocember 1061

10, This School ‘nmumqtmichmmm

rhysical training ard uiut:ary tactics, had
wually meant "route marchos", A on £ile at CJleMQe
luhaﬂntm in the Armty developed very
good legs in the ority of cases and the men cgould march
caslily ovor any of ground, but their from the walst
up was neglected. Thelr lungs were an

handling of Bren guns or bn;umt; M::d

efficients Obstacles on the obatacle course, smh a8 rope,
mwammummrwmmmm arms are
nooded, tired the soldiers out at once (CeMelleQe £ilo
2/Reports/4/2: Repart loe5, Battle Wing)e

mmE 47th (LONDON) DIVISION AND BATTLE DRILL
un @/th (Iondon) Division v oﬁmm
uﬁh D‘%ﬂ : ( 11 ovo:l.vod fron toxthool

2 emonta g, which it called
- Flon Bhe ® Daye fitness was

il

12, Briefly the prineiples of this new dxill worep

(n) Take eameh moverent and operation of war and analyse
it -« broak 1t dowm to its bare esscntialse

(b) Thon work ocut an ideal plan for dealing with that
movemont or operation in ideal condltions,

(¢) Teoach that ideal es a drdills BEwry soldier une
dorstands that 1l must be learned thoroughly. He

lethorea: 393132 c Le of ©
uméammm‘ DeCe 'BBanl { ’ 155'.";
Ares Commander, (1 and ( Je

after the sdoption of Battle Drill in the
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CMMwuunmamolmm?mhhmm
training of mon as stretcharvearers).

(of Bhot T ordar fos00, Pebuary 1542)

2le That thw new was popular emong the troops
may be deduced from tho & 3 renaris of a War Diardst
of the Calgery Highlanders. On3l Dec 41 he wroto:

mmgwt.mgmw is "Dattle
Driii%, Por mmnﬁﬁﬂ:ﬂbﬂm
now has ratheor fed with ny constant
mtomuumumw u'guom-
come to day,

meny
1ive only till they soo s Again, a8
a groat mmber of the meon have brought tbeir:riws
to BEagtbourne and have "sloeping-ocut" passcs,
numummmmnma Just slmply

aroule zbr.l.nﬁupﬁn "Battle
e Those rs-on” I mentioned in my last
sontence, previous to Dattle Drill had no in
?MM % hﬁamtmm
oa
Battle Drill. Their 15 higher than ot eny

timo In the past two and ono-halfl yoarso
BATTLE DRILL TRAINING ADOPTED IN BRITISH ARMY

224 On the sume day that the C '

the Cenergl 8 GelleQe, Nomeo s (Lt«Oon, 8ip He
Charles lﬁ,.héo&, D.éoO.. HeCe) addressed a cireular
lotter to different British Comrsnds stating that a
CelleQle Contral DBattle School was in process of formation and
that Divisionnl Battlo Schools wore to e established in cagh
cw-;nond. Tio defined the objects of Divisional Battle Schools
as follown:

(a) i'&:lnoembo 'n:;:'ti.o&diaciﬂim" - to mﬂ
mm&m parado ground on
battlefie -

(L) To study "battle drill as a moans of inter-
in & practical mannor the doetrincs
d down in the various manuals, éspocially

in rolation to firo and movemonts



(d) To stimlate the production of now and preactical
_ wum&gm

1dean ronies o thinl: conse
tructively about tholr worly,

() To train sufficient ins ors in minor tactlcs
to withetand the wastagoe in units,
This will be more coxrriod

out at a school fve from the intermuptions of
routine duty which are ingvitable in & wnits

(CollaHeQe £1lo m%?:tnp Circular

COGCSC' dll.m

throe xtw&ﬁffﬁé courso cmd:; : g.
R ot Ty o o e e ek

] | exercicos 48t at the School, A musber of
and TaCaOts ﬁzn.n.q. i ie B/ it Bt Tobeins e ttes
ﬁm. G.nlq.p ttle M).

EEIRY

244 The first course at GeH tle School
weiied the seod for Ferdoning! e Croape e aloo for toz
vo cors

the course the ‘ .:i:mnnmm ahort

BATTLE DRILL WING AT CANADIAN TRAINING SCHOOL

2’ hmat:hoaigulnmgﬁ;sﬁr?uh
at g‘m School thl.%.:. file mﬁgh

wing placed J.
“n‘:. the acting ranik of ajor
c.L.n.o.'( « He had been employed as an tructor at

w ) Division School and at the GeH.Qs Battle
School in and the Bﬁﬁ&ﬁcmﬂh. Bricadier

Hellede Ponhaleo, wos obvious filtness
and 1o for the job :mrd(gfmq. f1lo 2/5attlie
Y1t Letter, BeCele 0 840s, 10 Apr 42),

264 T™he Battle Drill was located at first under
munmcmhgm s 2 woll woodod PO
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The main purpose of the course was to glve experience under
situations that right concelvably ardse in bLattle and to

accuntan the tos to the experience of bein: ac

under fire, Riflos, mnchine guns, genades and exrtlllory

wero utilised for tl'xin mrpea Obvi s the development

of any schomos, wrefore afteor a cereful
gsance of tho umin (c.n.H.Q. £1le 2/Sattle

8 Letter, Belels to S.O., 10 Ap 48) .

27 The sttendance at the first course in Dattle Drill

at the Canndian Training School Included 06 officers and

06 NeCeO8s The courso toolk place & g::&rod SO Ay -

20 Moy 42 (CellalleQe ﬁ.:l.e ttlo 8 T 1o s Se0s %0

1 Cdn Corps, 21 Apr 42)s
DEVELOPMENT OF DATTLE DRILL IN 1042

20e Battle inoculation methods were not introduced in

order to frighten tho soldier. The purpose bahind 1t was to
whimsmmaorihntmlmmuho by "de

rather than ene ) any exag erated procancoived ideas

hnmyhavahndoftho to be encountered in battle.

It was applied gradually and slowly (CellsHeQe file ttle

Sclh/1/83 Minutos, Celléle Conference)s

20, Gn 26 Jen 48, Army Memorendum o, 48
recormonded the preparation of a "Blits Course"” in Battle
Drill Training to tost soldier's capabilitiecse Pullt ina
mormer similar to en Obstacle Courne, the soldlor was faced
with a mber of tactical aitunticma, 1004, machine gun
gﬂ pers, otoe; oach demanding quicl:, decisive actliane
ba&la the right daoin:.m would moan the death of sn
enemy, whileo the wrong one would loave the soldler a capualty.
One recommendstion reads "If possible, an ares in which
1ivo ampmndition can bo uwsed should be ocbtalned, Blank
ampamition; buried grensdes fired by remote control, G20l0,
fire and firoworks 81l should be used to provide realism”,

30e It wvas realized that there would inevitably be a
fow casualtics in g system of training which involved tho
uso of 11v6 mmmmition and battle inooculation methods, Tho
Coamander-ine<Chief, lane Foroces, astated in a Training
648) that ho would talke the responsibdbility
for thoso, ded the Companding O0fficer could show thet
rouanblo safety precautions hod boen talens (GeHeQe
mttm*, ¢ 103 ineludod am para, 12
ﬁa ; One of the early cumlt:lee
ttlo inoculation was AsS615
Pte HeD RQCORO. SaSeWe loaf't cam on 8 Feb 42 (C.fl.H.Q.
file 1o}rnnk tA

31e Somo battle arill ;u-a.etioes appeared to be more
dmcomﬂnnmmallythacm. mmwmm
nrﬂeachmintha-;latomm and oversmmmn
tanls, The aversge soldlor rognn‘bd this with considorable

m in the first place and felt an almost irvesistible
ine on t0 get out of the trench, Howoyer, as goon as
ho found tbye-:psrianoo that the temic could not possibly
heawy him, oﬂnrmm,thntthan;pmpitmtmb-
woormminodcmﬁdememdmﬂw fourth run

nf)ubojt:impﬁwa o as the tank had gone by and throw
or 8
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high s -nqt' renks - &
h c¢h a1l wmits ghould be capsble of meoting.
(CellelleQe file 2/Battle Sch/1/2).
During the swmmor of 1942 the cooporation of the
?m-uob&'::dhmnwanm “ngl.nm
wumwwmmwmmm

45
no small measwe by the noment 1&“&1&.
It was Cirst prosented to mmsmms
mﬁwdm mmmmwmgm
ba as fighting formationss Normsl training

e The opinion of the men in the renis is well

muﬂummrmmwmnmmeru
or to his liothor:

hhwihn back from Battle Camp in the
of e Nold I-'mm

ig almost & Commuendo e I I've had
© at the lkitchean sinks

It is quite a thprill be under fire

Certain infommation Battle Drill Training
in"Canads will be SOUA in HeQe 4-i=3l; © thls File '
possibly cive o lead to othert dealing with the seme subjoct.
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This Roport was drafted by lMajor Ve Doss, CMeS.Ce
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INFPILTRATION
In connection with INFILIRATION

e Ot by

Inmootqnwzntumnmtomm.ﬂ

- e

1 m--uuqnumxum
mm is no front, no flanks
00O el

8¢ Combat 1t OFTENSIVELY, send out your MONILE
: mm»mpwqwnwm
Se¢ Don't retreat « you have Leon zod to

fight on where you are, with supplies

Al HIT DACK,
(l.n.,xaa. g 50, mmma.
wnmsmwsmmaummummh

i
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Almost all Mmuﬂmm
filtration to nlhapmﬁu m
in rosr of, or on the flanks

zmmmmunmmud.

Current Reports from
(‘O. "5. De ‘. 15 Jul 44)e
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bound to } The following small observation schome
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T Phaiats by Gwdes. b Y
a8
Repart of gd'.a. July 1943)e Yoo

in Battle Drill Training involved
vas asgumed to have been cut off during the
¢ The platoon comandor was ordered to
mﬁgi:;ﬂt. nmmnm:m;c‘
; omn lines through enemy infes
tory. It demanded: i

Choos of route from and ODw
(a) “magm Mmo map by gromd

(b) Control of movement ot night end maintenance
of objective,

(¢) Interpreteation of sounds, ocowrrences, ¢tCsy
at night,

( Pinpointing -ngun-vut’in vihieh is met en
9 hng 1e0a ) mm,%m poste,
mﬂaﬁ rs,; MeGs poste, mmber of enemy
‘t l‘.’.. “0.
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concentretion, tank harbours, etce, to guﬂo_m
patrol sotivily in that secter (CilieTeds $110 v&/mc
CeTeSe¢ Roports, Mny 1943).

3 In this scheme, called "Imto Battle", carriers

complete with equimment, were "gone ol o R v T
1 faults were set up in the wvehicles, and weapons

and emrnnd tion wore tempered withe The crews wero then given
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mmmmmm

ammitions %ut of a nmdred
ummmmmm&g‘hm, Ag
um.mm-muhu‘hﬂ were

in the :‘:ndun ;&mm = were ghle to
ml from

wholo (Colle n.q.ﬂ.h mw.s.nm,
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