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CANADIAN OPURATIONS 1N SICILY, JULY - AUGUST 1943

The rrelimiparies of Operation "Husky™
(The Asssult on Sicily)

Ly This report is the first part of en historical record
of tha part played by Ceanadian Military Forces in the cinquest
of the Island of Silcily during the Summer of 1943

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

25 The operations in Siclly wece the largest in which
Ganadisn forces had up to that time participeted during this
war. The Canadlan force involved ircluded an lnfentry division
(1 Cdn Inf Div), an army tank brigede (1 Cdn Army Tk Bde, now

L Cdn Armd Dde), and considerable numbers of ancllliery troops.
The force engaged was thus considersbly larger then that e
ployed in the reid on DIEFFE (19 Aug 42), which was the only
previous operation of the Canadian Army Overseas en%alling
large«~scazle contaet with the enemy (s2¢ Reports Nus, 109, 101,
108, 109 e&nd 116). Mcreover, the DIEHIE reld, while involving
1ar3\ forces and resulting in very he. vy casuslties, wszs a one-
dey operations wheress the assault on Slcily on 10 Jul 43 wes
thne beglianing ol a protracted campalign, whlch entered a new
phese with the landin;; on the mairland of Italy on 1 Sep 4
is still in progress.

The Sicilian oper:tions have & frrtier specisl intarest
‘'rom the Canadian point of view 1ln thot the decision to partie
clprte in them resulted in the moverent of lerga Cenadian forces

=y §

tc a new theatre cf war, the lMediterr:nean., Untill the summer

of 194%, the only ( Canedisn Army personnel serving there (apart
i'rom a fer observers) had been the Tunnellers Lﬂpimyeﬁ as
GIBRALTAR from 1940 through 1942 (3ee ﬁupurtb Nos. 80 snd 10%}
and the Few hundred officers snd N.C.us atfacn»r to the First
British Army during the camapign in TINISIA (see feport Ho. ©9).
The pgroact mass of the Canadian Army Uvers a.s nad becn concentraw
ted Trom the beglonding In Great Britsin, and it had ssemed prob-

able that its field of operdtion would ultimstely be Northelast
gurope. Tne Sieillan enteryrise, hoawever, opcned vy new pros-
pects, and the llediterranean has become a major theatre of

Canedlan cperations, in which at the time of writing & Canszdian

force of a Corps of two Divisions, complete with sneillery troops
and the necessary base estanlis nments; 15 stl in action. A3

a result of these developments and tas more recent iovasion of
North-llest Europe the operations of *ne Laned ?n Army Overseas are
now divided between twe Buropearn thealres - L Cantyal Mediterw
rangan, whare the fight has been long aud bitter, ang the lLow
Goun:v'rs, which have no~ becoms s foeal poln~ of the Allled ate
tack 1z the Vest.
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4, The Sicilisn operations and the Italian ones which
followed, are obviously a matter of major concern for the
Canadian 0fficial Historian, and they will accordingly be dealt
with at length. The genarai principles will be the same es

those followed in preparing the record of the DIEPPE operstion
(Report No. 100, peras 4-6). An attempt will be made to

present a general outline of the whole campaign, which was a
very large operation, involving many British and United States
Divisions, in addition to the relatively small Canadian com=
ponent; but in the nature of things the Canadian operations

alone will be dealt with in detail. As in the case of DIEPFE,
the aim will be to place before the 0fficiel Historian everything
he is likely to need in compiling am adequate account of those
operations, and a special attempt will be made to quote liberally
from the most important written sources.

5 In preparing this record, the Historieal Section,
C,M.H.Q.y hos had a special advantage in the assistance of an
officer who was present in the theatre of war throughout the
operstions and also participated in the work of planning. Major
A,T, Sesla, formerly G.S.0. 3 (Ops), 1 Cdn Div, was appointed
Historical Officer, 1 Cdn Div, during the planning stage. He
proceeded with the Division to Sicily and remained with it until

2 Nov 43, at which time it was already north of CAKFOBASSC on

the mainiand of Italy. Major Sesia busied himself with collect~
ing pertinent documents and interviewing officers who could

throw light on important phases of the operations. As a result
of his aectivity, a very large collection of documentary evidence
relating to the operations in Sicily and Italy 1s now availabloe

at C.M.H.Q. Further information has been supplied by M.0. 1
(Records), War Office, who have given the narrator access to their
files, Major Sesia himself returned to the United Kingdom to
participate in the pregaration of the narrative which follows,

and the early part of the Report is mainly his work. Unfortunste-
ly, he returned to the field (as 0.C. 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec), before
he eould complete it. This has been done by Captain J.B. Conacher,

(a) Background of the Sicilian Operations
é. " It i1s desirable to outline very briefly the general

war situation as it existed previous to the assault on Sicily,
in order that that operation may be seen in proper perspective
and in relation to the course of the wer st large. The para=-
graphs that follow should be read in econjunction with paras
7-16 of Report No. 100, which provided a similar background
commentary for the DIEPIE operation the year before,

7. In Report No. 100 note was taken of the new aspect

which the war assumed with the Anglo-American landings in French
North Africa on 8 Nov 42, These landings, following close upon

the viectory of the British Eighth Army at EL ALAMEIN which drove
the Germans out of Egypt, were the beginning of a difficult, but
completely victorious campaign, which ended only with the total
expulsion of the Axis Forces from Africa. The First British

Army, in co-operation with strong American forces and French
elements, advanced eastwards from its polnts of landing and

fought a difficult winter camgaign in Tunisia, which had been
occupied by the Germans immediately after the Allied landings.

The Eighth Army in the meantime had made a great march westward
from Egypt driving Fleld-Marshal Rommel's forees before it; and
early in April thg Eighth Army joined hands with 2 U.S. Corps which
had advanced from the west with the First Army (C.HM,H.Q. File 4/Gen
Apprgc/3, "General Note April 1943"). By the end of April 1943,
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the Axis forces in North Africa were confined to a "box" comprehending

a radius of roughly 40 miles from TUNIS. During the first half of

Mey, this last enemy refuge was s tormed and North Africa was cleared.

The capture of TUN1S and BIZERTA was effected on 7 May and the

victorious end of the campaign was formally announced to the British

House of Commons by Mr. Attlee on 13 May ézhe Tige§ 14 May 43).

The enemy succeeded in evacuating only 638 men mos iy by airy 248,000

prisoners were captured after 5 May including 15 German and seven

Italian Generals, in addition to 43,000 prisoners in the earlier

phases of the Tunisian campaign. 56 000 of the enemy vere killed

in the battle of Tunisia wgich there}ore cost him 340,000 men. (The
et Wars Tunisia, prepared for the Wer Office by the linistry

(o] orma On, os

8. The North African enterprise had been decided on during
the Summer of 1942, and orders had been issued "at the end of
July" (Report No. {00 para 15). Long before the fall of TUN1S,
the leaders of the Uhited Nations were planning the next stage of
the Mediterranean operations, Indeed as far back as 21 Oct 42, be~-
fore the invasion of North Africa had started, General Eisenhower
at a Chiefs of Staff meeting in LONDON discussed the matter of
exploiting a successful campaign there by assaults on Sicily and
Sardinia., The British Prime Minister brought the matter up again
at a meeting on 15 Nov 42, questioning which assault would be the
more valuable. On political grounds he favoured Siecily. On 27
Nov the Joint Flanning Staff was instructed to make an outline plan
for the assault on Sicily to be known as Operation "HUSKY". The
invasion of Sardinia (Operetion “BRIMSTCNE") was still under con-
sideration for the end of Merch 1943, (Si i empaign - P1 n
d rat 42 - 4 Report by M.O. eccrds
eaaeg ons 5.5.5 Eﬁij EBBE% ﬂeg 15; 21 Oct 42, 182nd Mtg 15 Nov 42,

190th Mtg 27 Nov 42.)

9. The Joint Plenning Staff produced a Report deted 10 Jan 43
which included an "appreciation and outline plan®, details of which
ere given below (paras 26-30). It is observed that with respect

to the question of the date for the probsble assasult the Report
stated, "we do not comsider it possible to assess the date on which
the assault cen take place, but we cannot provide all the treined
British forces before the end of July". (Canadian Planning Staff Fil
1001, now in the custody of Historical Section, C,M.H.Q.) .

10. A Combined Chiefs of Staff paper (CCS 161/1) dated 21 Jan
43 (copy on Canadian Planning Staff file 1001) goes inte further
detall and suggests that in the circumstances then foreseen the

target date for the asszult should be fixed ot 30 Aug 43. There is

no reference in this paper to the possible use of Cenadian troops,
although the employment of at least one British Division from the
United Kingdom was regarded as inevitable.

11. On 14 Jan 43, at a time when British and American forces
were still fighting the battle with the Germans in Tunisia (1) and the
Eighth Army was still more than 100 miles East of TRIPOLI, the
President of the United States and the Prime Minister of Great Bri-
tain met in conference near CASABLANCA in French Morocco. They were
accompanied by the two countries' Chiefs of Staff, and many other
senlor officers were present for at least part of the conferences;
among these were General Dwight D, Eisenhower, C,-in-C., Allied
Forces in North Africa, and General Sir Harol& Alexander, his
Deputy, who was directly in charge of the military opera%ions (The
M’ 27 Jan 43).

o e e e

(1)

Due to weather conditions and stiff German resistance there was ac-
tically no progress on this front until April (Tunisig, op. cit,).
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12, In ten days' conferences at CASABI ANCA the plans for

the next phase of the war were laid., Mr. Churchill has since
described how the decisions were taken. In a speech in the
British House of Commons on 21 Sep 433 he recalled that the es~
gsential decision for the invasion of French North Africa was

taken during his conferences with President Roosevelt in WASHINGTON
in June, 1942, snd proceededs:

When I next met the President in Jenuary,
1943, and the combined Anglo~American staffs
went into their protracted conference at
CASABLANCA, the whole scene of the war wes
already transformed. No decision had hitherto
been taken by us to go beyond North Africa,
but now the advance of the Desert Army, which
already stood before the gates of TRIPOLI
brought another quarter of a million men into
play and enabled us to carry out the policy
which I mentioned in my broadcast in November
last, of using North Africa not as a seat

but as a springboard. We resolved, therefore,
to complete the conquest of Tunisia and mean-
while to make all preparations for invading

Siecily.
(The Times, 22 Sep 43).

13. It 1s thus clear that the Sicilian operations, in which
the Canadian Army was to glay a not undistinguished part, were
decided upon in Jsnuary, 1943, The decision to include a Cenadian
component in the assaul%ing force was, however, not made until
April, at which time 1 Cdn Div replaced 3 (British) Div in the pro=-
posed Order of Battle.

14, In the present Report no attempt will be made to deal
with the considerations which have dictated the recent employment
of the Canadian Army Overseas and in particular the decision to
deploy first a small and subsequently a larger Cansdian force in the
Mediterranean area, It is hoped that this stecigi and important

er time,

subject can be derlt with separately st a la

(b) Beginning [ Canadian FPerticipatior

15: At 2005 hl'& on 23 Apr 43 Lt-'m. ueumghtm' G.OoCo‘

in-C.,; First Cdn Army, despatched to the Chief of the Generel Staff in
OTTAYA telegram GS8 90& warning that his next succeeding telegram
would require consideration at the highest level since it concerned
the despatch of a Canadian division, a tank brigasde and certain
pnciligry troops to the Middle East for employment in a landing
operation.

16. At 2100 hrg on the same day the G,0.C.~in~C. despatched
the following further telegram (G8 907) to the C,G.S.s

HOST SECRET
FOR STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON

PARA I - FURTHER TO MY WARNING TELEGRAM GS 906
THIS FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A LFETTER FRUM C,I.G.S,
HAUDED TO ME TH1S AFTERNOUN AFTER DISCUSSION VITH
HIM AT AR OFFICE, QUUTE THE WAR CABINET HAVE
DECIDED TC UNDERTAKE CERTAIN O} ERATIONS BASED ON
TUN1SIA, NEW PARA, THE FRIME MINISTER HAS IN-
STRUCTED ME TC¢ ENQUIRE JHETHER YOU WILL AGREE TO
CANADIAN FCRCES PARTIC1PATING, TG THE EXTENT OF
OFE CA.!ADIAN INFANTRY DIVISION AND ONE TANK BRIGADE
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TCGETHER W1TH THE NECESSARY ANCILLARY UNITS. NEW
FARA. AS SCUN AS YOU HAVE UBTAINED AGREEMENT OF
THE CANADIAN GOVERNLIENT FOR THE ELFLOYMENT OF THIS
FCRCE VILL YCU PLEASE LFT IE KNC./. FULL DETAILS OF
THE REQUIRFIENT CAN THEN BE #CRKED CUT 1N CONSULTATION
BETWEEN YOUR HEADQUARTERS AND THE JAR OFFICE. NREW
PARA., 1 MUST MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE ARRANGELENT FUR
- COMIAND AFD CUNTRCGL OF CAMNADIAN TRCCGFS PARTICIPATING
IN THESE OFERATIONS WILL BE THE SA!lE AS THCUSE FOR THE
BRITISH FCRIATIONS WH1CH THEY ARE REFLACING, SIGNED
A.,F. BRCOKE. URNQUOTE,

PARA 11 = I INFCRMED C,1.G.S, THAT I WOULD (8)
TRANSMIT THIS INVITATION TO YOU (b) DETAIL 1 CDN
INF DIV, 1 CDN ARMY TK BDE AND CERTAIN ANCILLARY TPS
FRCVIS1ONALLY (e) AUTHORIZE STAFF DISCUSS1ONS OF DEe
TAILED FLANS TO COMMENCE (d) EXANINE GENERAL PLANS
AND ADVISE YOU THEREON AT EARLIEST.

PARA III - I HAVE OUTLINE PLAN AFFRCVED BY C OF
S COMMITTEE AND MOD1F1CAT1ONS BY GEIl EISENHCWER, THESE
I HAVE GONE OVER BRIEFLY WITH DIRECTCR OF PLANS WAR .
OFFICE, 1 CANNOT YET EXFRESS DEFIN1TE CPIN1ON EXCEFT
TC SAY THAT ON EVIDENCE SUBMITTED PROJECT SEEKS TO
REPRESENT A FRACTICABLE CPERATION OF WAR, I WILL ADVISE
YOU ON THIS FOINT AFTER FURTHER STUDY.

‘PARA 1V - OPERATION CONS1STS OF TW0 PARTS (a)
THE rFIRST UNDER:- ALEXANDERS D1RECTION AND LIONTGCMERYS
COMMAND INVOLVES A TUTAL FCRCE SEVERAL TIMES GREATER
THAN CANADIAN CONTINGEKT 1NDICATED FARA 1I ABCVE,
(b) THE SECOND SCME DAYS LATER DIRECTED ON CTHER LAND-
INGS IS WHOLLY COMFR1SED CF AMERICAN TPS UNDER AMERICAN
COMIIAND, '

) PARA V - REQUEST YUUR INSTRUCTIONS REFPLY I AM
TO MAKE TO BRCOKE AND PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS LAST
PARA (F H1S LETTCR. THESE SHOULD REACH ME FOR DE~
LIVERY NOT LATFR TiAN TCMORROW SATURDAY AFTERNOON,

17. At 1100 hrs (OTTAYA time) on the following day (24 Apr)
the C.G.S8., (Lt.-Gen. K. Stuart) despatched to General McNaughton
the following reply (C.i.S. 314): -

MOST SECRET
FOR HCNAUGHTON FROM STUART

PARTTCIPATION IN IROPUSED CPFRATION IN -ACCOURDANCE
WITH BROOKES LETTER AFPRCVED SUEJECT OF CGCURSE T0 CONe-
S1DERATION OF YCUR FURTIIR ADVICE AS CONTENMPLATED YOUR
PARA TWO

18. At 0030 hrs on 25 Apr, General McNoughton replied
(telegram ¢3S 914) that he expected to see General Brooke on
Monday (26 Apr), "by which time latest developments in plans
chould be available for my study®, In the meantime, he stated, he
waa "proceeding with organizetion of force and speoial traiiingn.
At 1930 hrs on the same day, General lMcNaughton despatched a
further telegram (GS 915) as follows:

TO STUART FRUM MCHAUGHTON
AEFFRENCE YCOUR CGS 314 DATED 24 AFRIL 1943

PARA I. I HAVE NC'7 HAD AN OFPORTUNITY 70 EXAMINE
THi. GELERAL PLANS OF THE OFERATION IN QUESTION AND TC

DI1SCUSS WITH SENIOR STAFF INCLUDING VICE C..1.G.S, AND
D,M,0, AT THE WAR OrFiCE,
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FARA 11I. I HAVE SATI1SF1ED MYSELF THAT THESE
PLANS REFRESENT A FRACTICAL OPERATION OF WAR,

PARA 111, FURTHER COMMANDER 1 CANADIAN DIV1SIOR
HAS STUDIED DETAILED PLANS OF HIS PARTICULAR PART OF
THE OPERATION AND WHILE THEY ARE NATURALLY SUBJECT TO
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT HE HAS INFORMED HME THAT HE IS SAT-
ISFIED WITH THE ROLE TO BE ASS]GNED.

FARA 1V, I THEREFCRE RECOMIMEND YOUR APFROVAL
OF CANADIAN FARTICIPATION INDICATED IN MY GS 907
DATED 23 APRIL 1943,

PARA V., REQUEST REPLY EARLIEST.

On 27 Apr, the following reply was received from OTTAWA

(Telegram CGS8 335)3

20,

MOST SECRET
FOR MCNAUGHTON FROM STUART

CAHADIAN FARTICIPATION IN }ROPOSED OFERATION AS
%gni;:g%om GS 907 AND AS RECOMMENDED YOUR GS 915

« YOU DO NOT SFECIFICALLY STATE YOUR
AGR TH DIVIS1ONAL COLMANDER BUT J7E ASSUME THAT
YOU AGRFE W1TH HIS VIEWS,

W MAKE PARTICIFATION EFFECT1VE, ORDER
IN CO RIZING THE DETAILING OF THE FORCE IN
WHOLE AND IN PART QUOTE IN COMBINAT1ON UNQUOTE UNDER
THE VISITING FCRCES ACT TOUGETHER J/ITH APFROPRIATE IN-
STRUCTIONS IN THAT CONNECTION JILL FOLLOW FRCMPTLY,

PARTICIFATION 1S OF COURSE SUBJECT TO

RETEN THE CANADIAN COMMANDER OF INHERENT RI1GHT
OF REFERENCE TO HIS GCVERNMENT,

PARA JILL APPRECIATE INFCRMATIOR FROM TIME TO
TIME EP MINISTER AND WAR COMMITTEE AS FULLY AD-

VISED AS POSSIBLE RE DEVELOPMFNT OF FLANS AND OTHER MATTERS
RELATING TO EXPEDITION.

On 28 Apr, General McNaughton despatched in reply a

telegram (GS 941) running in part as follows:

MOST SECRET
FCR STUART FROM MCNAUGHTON
PARA I, YOUR CGS 335 DATED 27 AFR RECEIVED.

% 1 W1LL NOJ/ REPEAT NOW FURMALLY COMMUNICATE
YOUR C.1.G.S,, AND IN THIS INCORPCRATE SUB-
STANCE YGUR PARA IV, :

111, REFERENCE YOUR FARA 1I RECCMMENDATION
GIVEN ARA IV MY GS 915 1S BASED ON ALL THE
FRECEDING PARTS F. IN THC VORY SHORT TIME
AVAILABLE I UNDERTCOK AN 318 OF THE GENERAL
PLANS AND GAVE TO MAJ GEN SALMON AND STAFF OrFICERS
THE TASK OF STUDYING 1N DETAIL THE PARTICULAR ROLE
INDICATED FCR 1 CDN DIV. AFTER DISCUSSION WITH HIM
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I ENDCRSED HIS VIEWS.

G%%&Té%t SITUATION NOV IS THAT CABLE FRUM CAIRO
RECE1l Y INDICA'ES SCIE CONSIDERABLE CHANGE
FRUBAELE 1IN PLAN AS AFFECTING 1 CDN DIV. WE HAVE

KO REASON TO VIEW THIS CHANGE OR CTHERS WHICH MAY

BE ADE BY THCSE ON THE SFOT J7ITH ANXIETY AND IN
THESE HMATTERS !{UST REST ON THE JUDGMENT OF THE
RESPONSIBLE SENIOR COMIIANDERS SUBJECT TO THE SAFE=-
GUARD GIVEN YOUR PARA 1IV.

2%%£-¥ﬁ SALMON AND A GRCUP OF HIS STAFF OFF1CERS
LEAVE AIR TONIGHT FOR CONSULTATIONS IN CAIRO AND RE~
TURW TO U.K. 1 AM SENDING BRIGADIER BEAMENT AND LT CUL
TOW BY AIR TOMORROW TO CONCERT ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGE~

HENTS W1TH GENERAL ALEXANDER., BRIG BEAMENT WILL RETURN
AND TO7 RE!'AIN AS A FOIRT OF CCHNTACT.

PARA 1 CDN DIV /ND 1 CDN ARMY TANK BDE NOW
uwm‘."To_H'hmm AREAS IN SCUTLAND......

21. The C,I1.G.S. was offiecially informed of these decisions
in three letters from General McNaughton dated 25 and 26 Apr znd
3 May. (Sce paras 59, 60 and 63 below,)

22. The documents referred to in the foregoing peragraphs
will be found in C.M.H.Q, File 3/SICILY/1 and First Cdn Army file
P.A. 1-14-1, at present in the custody of Historicel Officer, C.M.H.Q.

23. Such were the circumstences under which Cansadian form-
ations were comitted to the invasion of Sicily. It is now necessary
to re-trace our steps in order to study the militery planning of

the operstion from i1ts inception. This report is divided into five
further sections covering the 3rd (British) Infantry Division's
planning, the 1lst Canadian Infantry Division's plsnning and training,
the plan finally produced, the convoy programme and the voyzge to
Siecily. Subsequent repor&s will deal +ith the Division's part in
the actual campsign. 1t is intended to prepare a separate report

on the lst Canadian Army Tank Brigade's pesrt in Operation "HUSKY",

PLANNING PRIOR 70 THE CANADIAN PARTICIPATION

24, Before describing in detail the Canadiasn share of the
assault on Siclly, it is essentirl to examine the General Flan as
originally conceived by the Joint Planning Staff and to trace its
development to the point at which Lt.-Gen. A.G.L. McNejghton was
invited to participate. The viecissitudes of the 3rd (British)
Division's plenning must be known to epprecizte the circumstances
under which the Canadlan plenning staffs took over.

25. On 10 Jan 43, the Joint Planning Staff issued a Report
(pars 10, sbove) which contained an appreciation and the Outline
Plan for an operation to eject the Axis forces from Sicily and to
occupy the island, but warned that

Before the operation can teke place at all the enemy
air forces must be reduced to an extent that will en-
sure our air supremacy. A measure of ascendancy over
Axis submarines in the Mediterranean must also have

been gained.
(C.F,S. File 1001, War Cabinet Peper, J.P.
(43) 7 (Final) 10 Jen 43 “Operation "HosKy",
fReport oy the Joint Planning Starr®.)
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This Report considered that the projected operation - to which was given
the code name "HUSKY" - was far beyond British resources and that it was
essential to depend upon at least fifty per cent American participation.
No date for the assault was given, but it was not considered possible

to provide trained British forces before the end of July, 1943. 1t is
interesting to note the following comment:

We are doubtful of the chances of success against
a garrison which includes German formations.

(1pid.)

Lack of information about the beaches (particularly below water) seriously
handicapped the Planning Staff since alr photographs and reconnsissance
reports of the beaches were not available at the time, Without these it
was not possible to commence detailed planning. The Joint Planning Staff
were of the opinion that planning would be extremely complicated, as 1t wou
be necessary to draw the ?orces to be employed from opposite ends of the
Mediterranean as well as from outside. (ibid.)

26. This original plan to invade Sicily was besed on the assump-
tion that the Allies were firmly esteblished in the whole of French and
Italian North Africa, but that Sardinia and Prntelleria remsined in Axis
hands. S;Eatag;g s ise, furthermore, wes considered impossible since
the Axis ¢ not fail to appreciate the threat to Sieily or Ssrdinia,
as large-scale preperations would inevitably hove to be made at Malta
and in North Africa. Iact;c§; surprise could, on the other hand, be
achieved in some measure eints, but, no matter what precautions the
Allies took in this regard, the garrison of Sicily was likely to be in a
high degree of resdiness. There was an anti-ship and an anti-aircraft
warning system in the island, and it would have been unsafe to assume
that there were beaches which were unwatched. (ibid.)

27. Considerations of weather, terrain, coast defences, beaches and
maintenance of the assaulting forces, led to gho conclusion that landings
could be made in the Western and North-Western sreas (PALERMC) end in the
South-Eastern erea (CATANIA), It was considered that with a view to such
simultaneous landings at both ends of the island, prior naval end air
action would be necessary to drive and keep the italian Battle Fleet up
the Adriatic., It was thought that by employing a capital ship covering-
force in the waters off South-East Siecily, and by disposing light forces t
the North-Jest, protection sgainst ememy surface forces could be given to
landings at both points. FPeiling this, end since the British Naval Forces
which were 1ikely to be eveilable for the operation would be insufficient
to provide more then one heavy covering foree, it would be necessery to
call on the Americans to provide a second covering-force. (ibid.)

28. The possible courses weres
a) to carture the PALERMO aresj
b) to capture the CATANIA areaj
¢) to capture both.

The last-mentioned course was selected end for planning purposes it vas
assumed that forces would be provided as follows:

(a) SCIACCA-MARINELLA and PALERMO areas =
United States.

(b) - South-Eastern and CATANIA areas -
British.
(4bdd.)
29. he Outline Rlan provided in the Report of 1Q Jen 43 was
divided 1nt$ the following phagqgg & iohil _q

" |

]
I
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PREPARATORY MEASURES |
PHASE 1 ~ The Assoults

PHASE 11 ~ Exploitation and capture of PALERMO and
CATANIA
PHASE II1I « Reduc¢tion of the island,
(1bid.)
30. The preparatory measures would consigt of a series of

naval and air actions directed against the enemy air forces, the
Italian Fleet snd enemy submarines. Heevy 2ir raids on Itely, snd
action aimed et effecting the maximum reduction in Axis air a{rangth
generally (perticularly in fighters) would be carried out from
the United Kingdom. In the Mediterranean, day end night

bombing, fighter sweeps, escort raids and low-flying attacks would
be carried out with the objeet of 1nterr:?ting Axis reinforcements
to Siecily and furthering the attainment air superiority by
destorying Axis fighters. Finally, on the two nights prior to D
Day a heavy and concentrated attack would be carried out on the
MESSINA area. (ibid.) The main feetures of the Plan were:

(a) British Assgqults,

(1) Four separate landings in the AVOLA, FACHIKO,
POZZALLO and GELA areas on the south-east
corner of the island by three divisions and an
infantry brigade group plus commando, parachute
and armoured units on D Dsy to secure the air-
fields in that area and the ports of SIRACUSA
end AUGUSTA., These airfields were required to
enable the assault on CATANIA to be protected.

(11) On CATANIA by one division on D plus 3 to secure
the port and airfields, with parachute troops 'z
the GERBINI area.

(b) American Assgults,

(1) On the south-west shore in the SCIACCA area by
one division on D Dey to secure the airfields in
that area. These airfields were required to
cover the assaults on PALERMO,

(14) On the PALERMO area by two division and other
troops on D plus 2 to cepture the port of PALERMO
and adjacent ports and airfields. Escort carrier:
to provide additional support for the assaults,

(0) EQ;;OV-“!.

(L) One British division to be landed through CATANIA
and one American division through PALERMO,

(ibid.)
31. The complicated :roblen of providing army forces for the
British share of the asseults was discussed in a further rerport by

the British Joint Planning Staff prepared for the Combined Chiefs of
Staff at CASABLANCA (See para 1l above). British troops were avsil-
able in the Mediterranean and in Persia and Irag but mounting

them into an assaulting force was another matter. Shipping and
stores had to be provided and the troops had to undergo sgacial
combined operations training. (C.P.S, File 1001, Report by British
Joint Planning Staff, 21 Jan 43.) '

32. Among the British troops available for the asssult were
the 5th and 56th Divisions in Persia and Iraq and the 78th and

New Zealand Divisions in Tunisia. The limitation of port facili~-
ties in the Middle East made it impossible to mount all of the di=-
visions there. To transfer one or more of these divisions to Tunisia
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and Algeria for speclal training and subsequent mounting was re-
gerded ss inedvisable, for it would seriocusly curtail Amerlecan
preparations for moun%ing their share of the operation, and there-
by result in the postponement for at least one month of the date of
the assgult. It was decided that the provision of one division
mounted in the United Kingdom was the solution, even though this
would occasion speclisl difficulties of planning, command and con-
trol. (ibid.) ;

33. The question then arose how to bring this division from
the United Kingdom to Sicily. Two alternative routes were avall=-
cblej one by way of the Cajye of Good Hope to Egypt, the other
through the Strait of Gibraltar and Siecllian Narrows, The first
course, while less hazardous, entailed much loss of time. It was
estima%ed that it would tcke at lesst six weeks to move a large
body of troops from the United Kingdom to Egyptj accordingly, it was
dgcideg to risk the more dangerous waters of the Sicilianl Narrows.

34, The Report (pera 3J above) recommended that the British
share of the assszult should take the following forms

Three Divisions (initial assault) from the
Middle East,

One Division (D plus 3 asssult) from the
United Kingdom,

One Division (Follow-Up) from Tripolitania.
 (4bid.)

35. The recommendations in these reports were considered

by the Combined Chiefs of Staff at CASABLANCA, and Operation
YHUSKY", the assault on Sicily, was decided upon in preference to
Operstion "BRIMSTCNE®", the assault on Sardimia., (Planning for the
latter was finally suspended in February.) These decisions were
epproved by the President and the Prime Minister who, however, urged
that, if at all possible, the operation be carried out in the June
moon period. A directive was issued to General Dwight D. Elsenhover,
Allied Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean area, entrusting
hin with the task of preparing for and carrying out the operation.
Under him and exercising their command jointly there were to be
three commanders: General Sir Harold R.L.G, Alexander, K.C.B.,
C,8.1., D.S5,0,y M.C., the Deputy Allied Commander in Chiefy Admiral
of the Fleet Sir Andrew B, Cunninghsm, Bt., G.C.B., D.S5.0,, the
Navel Commander in Chief in the liediterraneanj and Air Chief Mar-
shal Sir Arthur W, Tedder, K.C.B,, the Air Officer Commanding in
Chief in the lediterranean, In February Lt.-Gen. Sir B.L, lont-
gomery, K.C.B.y D,S.0,, and Lt.- Gen. G.S. Patton were named as
Commanders of éha Brit{ah and American components in the invasion
force rospectivelg. 0, 1 Report op, ¢ based on C.C.8. 66th
Mg 23 Jon 43 and E9th MEE TTFonoas 1‘8"'6"?"‘ 5 ing and 171/2/D of
23 Jan 433 C,0,S. (43) 18th Mtg (0) 12 Feb 43. |

36, The Joint Flaenning Staff Report (referred to in para

37) mentioned the 1st and 4th (British) Divisions.as "possibilities®
for the assault division from the United Kingdom, but shortly
afterwards both of these divisions were despatched to take part

in the Tunisian campaign (C,.M.H.Q. File 4/Gen Apprec/3, War Office
"General Note March 1943"), A.F.,H.Q. (Allied Forece Headquarters

in North Africa) therefore requested the War Office to select

and train some other division (C,P.S. File 1001, Tel 1602

AF,H.Q. to 7,0, 18 Feb 43). The 3rd (British) Division zMajor-
General W.H.C. Ramsden, C.B., C.B.E,, D.S.0., 1.C,) was finally

chosen,
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37. There 1s no document available at C.M,H.Q. to indicate

the date of the actual selection of 3 Div, but an Administrative
Apprecirtion of Operation "HUSKY" issued by G.S. (Plans) Wer Office,
24 Feb 43, mentions this Division as the one to be mounted from

the United Kingdom to carry out the CATANIA assault (C.F.S. File 1001,
Administrative Appreciation for Operetion "HUSKY", 24 Feb 43).

38. This Appreciation, deted 24 Feb 43, incdludes an outline
flan for the operation very similer to the one described above
paras 28 and 29), which will be found in part in Aprendix "D",

D-day was now set for 22 Jun (2) while the Divisions to be pro-

vided by the Eesstern Task Force and their destinations were named
as followss

AVOLA - PACHINO - POZZALLO assaults - 5 and 56
Divs from the Middle East,

GELA assault - 1 Div from North Africa,

CAT/NIA asssult - 3 Div and one infantry brigade
group from the United Kingdom,

Follow-uf D rlus 28 - one infantry division from
the Middle East.

The Planning Headquarters for A.F.H.Q. (Force 141) were to be at
?LGIEgg,Ethgsa r;r ;Pg ?hstﬁﬁn Tas§4§prc: éigrca 34ggiat ORAN ag@

or astern Task Force (Force a RO, (ibid.s M.O.
Report referring to C.0.S, 23rd Mtg, 18 Feb 43.)

39. A gérently no advice had yet been sent to A.F.H.Q. to
the effeet that the 3rd Division had been selected to replace the
4th Division for the D plus 3 (CATANIA) assault for on 5 Mar 43
the following telegram was despatched to the War Office:

Request nominztion division for D plus 3 assault
and name commander may be notified.

In addition to amphibious training for Two Brigade
Group assault, selected division should receive
mountain warfare training before leaving U.K......

(C.P.S. File 2000 Tel 4476, A.F.H.Q.
to W.0,, 5 Ma: 43,)

In reply the War Office despatched the following telegram on the
same dayi

For your information General Ramsden Commander

3 Division (composition two infantry one tank
brigades plus extra infantry brigade to be nomin-
ated) visited War Office and seen HUSKY plan and
now in touch with Norfolk House. Commander 4
Division requested hand all HUSKY documents to
Ramsden, Now assuming any further instructions
will be issued by you or Norfolk House.

I0

Ramsden would be glad to know whether you con=-
template sending Army member your plenning staff
London shortly. Also requests despatch to London
R.A.F, member immediately if possible or to arrive
30 March at latest..s.eee

R AR IS T RS O e AR G TR SR SN e e S e de an 0 6 e e

(2) Mr, Churchill, supported by the Chiefs of Staff, continued to press
for the early date, despite misgivings in North Africa., The Chiefs
of Staff were even willing to have the preliminary assaults all Bri-
tish if necessery. (M.0. 1 Report.)



R e e R T

12«

EQUR

He proposes visit you when plan ready. Cen rg'u

'1'. date,
(*R;g.ﬁ Tel 58051, War Office to FREEDOM
ol » oQo, Al‘i'r.' ’ ..r ‘30)

f It would appear from the two telegrams quoted above that little

| . it s&etailed plrnning was accomplished from 18 Feb 43 until 5

' Mer 43. There is no doubt that the actual execution of the pro-
posed operation hinged upon the outcome of the North African cam-
paign. Funthermore, the second telegram indiceted that no actual
take-over by the 3rd Division from the 4th Division had yet taken

place, ,
40, Although detailed £1ann1n¢ could not commence because
of the lack of a firm plan, it was considered advisable that

immediate steps be taken to embark the 3rd Division on a programme

of intensive training in Scotland, The Division was stationed in

l Kent, but by 22 ler 43 it was ready to proceed to Scotland for
combined operations and mountain warfere training. (ibid., General

Remsden to General Montgomery, 16 Mar 43,)

41, Reference to mountain warfare is found in two letters,
one referred to the preceding g;ra;raph, end the other from the
Vlar Office to Lt.-Col. C.G.H, lson, G.8.0, 1, 3rd Division.

In the former General Remsden seid: s

I am also asked to be ready for mountain warfare.
If anything more than the rudiments required, I
must have more time and must be provided witﬁ
equipment, i,e., pack saddles, loading ropes, etc.

(ibid.)

The War 0ffice letter dvelt at some length on the edvissbility
of training with pack arimalss

I know that General Ramsden is of opinion that
you cannot do much about treining for mounteins
in the time available but, of course, amything
which you can dc in this itno will be of ver

grest value to you later on. The divisions

Worth Africa have found the need and have been
using local animal pack transport for some time,
They must have felt the lack of prior acquaintance
very considerably because we have had another cable
strh;ging the need for you to get any experience
possible. '

Consequently I am writing this to ask if it would
be of any wvalue te you to have some pack animals at
your disgoaal when you are in Scotland, I don't
suggest that you should attermpt training on the
scale that has heen carried out by 52 Div, but you
will have intervals in your combined treining when
; it might be possible for a battalion to practise

. loading on to animals and so on. I am sure that

: ;von the merest prior experience will be of use

ater,

We have four Indian Mule Coys poing spare at present
and could have any or ell of them. I haven!t
checked that it will be possible to accommodate .
them in your area but I will take this up immed-
iately if you would like them, I don't anticipate
insuperable difficulties because they ought to be
gble to go under canvas if necessary.
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Pleaso lot me know if you would like anye If 80
we can sond you & falr eamount of information on
Pack Tpt and I am sure that 52 Div would be able
to Yelp with practical experience.

(1bid., Letter War O0ffice (S«De5) to Lt =Cole
WiTson, 14 Mar 43,)

The above letter is important for slthough 1t was later decided
not to employ pack snimsls (C.P.S. File 2150, Tel 62815, War Office
to A«F.HeQ., 21 Mar 43), some of the successes achieved in Sicily
would not have been possible but for tho use of pack animals which
vere requisitioned from the civilian populations

42 In order to obtain clarification of many obscure points
which arose because of lack of firmmess in the plan, Gereral
Ramsden ar d to visit the Planning Staff in the Middle East
(CePeSe File 2000, Tel 60440, War Office to Force 141, 13 Mar 4%},
This telegram was followed by a personal letter to General Monte
gamery d ated 16 lar 43 (already referred to in para 40 sbove),

in which he says in part:

sssevavscel fool it very necessary for Rear Admiral
Mack and I (sic) to visit you or your staff very
soon, toget the low down, From many visits to

the War Office I am sure there will be no final
say until eithor I come out or you send a pleni-
potentiary home with enough staff on which to plan
and got the Armada into shnop8ssseese

It 18 apparent that Goneral Remsden left for CAIRO by air on

27 Nar 43 (ibild., Lotter Gen, Ramsden to Lte-Col, Wilson, 26 Mar
23) , butiréo'm@ta are avalleble to indicate the result of
this visit,

43¢ On 20 lar General lontgomery declded that his forcea
were not strong enough to carry out the allotted taskes There-
fore a new plan was ovolved in which the American Force under=
took to furnish a division for the GELA (DIIE) landing. The
British 5 and 56 Divs were now to land across the AVOLA (ACID)
beaches and a division, from North Africa, at POZZALLO, An
infantry brigade group from the Middle East was to land in the
PACHINO (BARK) area and 3 Div was 8till to make the D plus 3
assault South of CATANIA, The American attack on SCIACCA on

the South«Western coast was cancelled and as a result no fixed
date was set for the American assaults West of PALERMO, This
plan was again amended on 1l Apr when a fourth British division,
51 (H) Div from North Africa, was introduced to carry out the
CELA assault, thus roleasing the American division for the
SCIACCA assault as originally planned, The New Zealand Division
was nemoed to carry out the " " assault now apparently moved
West from the POZZALLO to the SCOGLITTI area. The D plus 3
sssault on CATANIA was now cancelled and on the AVOLA sector,

35 Div substituted for 56 Div, which had been suddenly called

into the Tunisian battle. 650 Div was to be held in Immediate
reserve in MALTA and 2 tank bripgade from 3 Div in a North African
portes Three British parachute bripades and two American parachute
regimonts were now to support the attacks, Additional ship

for an extra British division was provided for from British
Amorlican reserves at the expense of assault tralning and crosse
channol operations "on a décision to give absolute priority to -
"HUSEY"" (M.0.1 Report, ops ¢it., referring to NAF 185 23 Nar 43;
CeFeSq Fu—z'o'w—ﬁ'se s 7o 2 07, ALGIERS to War Office, 11
Apr 43, Tol 3319, 11 Apr 45, A.F.H.Qe to War Office, Tel 3580,
12 Apr 41'5. Force 141 to Viar mfioﬂ).

Ldo The plan was still not firm, however, and on 14 Apr
Coneral Remsden cabled Génersal Dempsey asking him to forwari "a
new directive" forthwith, He pointed out that 3 Div plenning was
%0 start on 17 Apr and that loading tebles had to reach the War -
Office by 8 May, as vehicles were belng shipped on 28 Moy (CsP.S,
Pile 2000, Tel, wWar Office to Force 545; 14 Apr 43)s
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45, On 16 Apr, Force 545 (the Eastern Task Forco Planning
Hepdquarters) despatched a telegram to the Wer Office stating
that the final plan had not yet beon declded upon, but glving
an outline of what the role of 3 Div would bes The force was
divided into two parts, Force A and Force B, the latter to be
neld in army reservo in a North African port, The Division's
new role differed radically from 1ts provious ones in that the
assault was to take place on D Day (instead of D plus 3) and it
was now to &ssault in tho SCOGLITTI arca (on the southern coast
of Sieily) instead of SIRACUSA-AUGUSTA on the East coast. This
change in plan provided the final basis on which planning was
to commencey though at the tire that the telegram was received
there was atill doubt ag to the 3rd Division's actual role as
indicated by the word "antlicipated”. ("HUSKY"™ Plan 17 Apr 43
containing "extracts from Most Secret Cipher teole received
from Forece 545.c:..v0f GP (1) 36177 dated 16 Apl‘"o

46, An opproxirate Ordor of Battle of Force A was outlined
as followas

Force A.

Thros Inf Bde Gpe

Two Beach Gps

tne Tk bn

One 8P Fd Regt

One med Rogt

Two Comrandos

One Sqn Scorpions

One Sec¢ Smoke Operating Coy
One CCS Inel FTU

W Cage

One HAA Regt ;
One LAA Regt

One AA Ops Roonm

One Bomb Disposal Sec

One CRE Works Sep

One DCRE Works See

One Artisan Works Coy

One ME Sec

One P & L Coy )
One Gen Tpt P1 RASC )

The Order of Battle for Forece B had not yet been received, but
it was known that i1t would consist of 35 Tank Bde less one buis=
alion and units required for the port of CATANIA and the group
of alrfields in the area of this oity. (ibids)

a7, While no official Plan had yet beon received regarding
3rd Division's role, Branches and Sorvices of the Division were
instructed to commence thelr preliminary considerations of the
Plan on the assumption that:

For QUEEN BEE
(COMISO) and

PARK FECAD (BISCARI)
Alrfds.

(1) 3 Div will carry out CENT assault,
(11) 3 Div will only be responsibls for ths organization
and preparation of Force A,
{111) Orpanization and preparetion of Force B will
be carried out by another IIQ e€ither in UK or
alsevhare, ( ibido)

48, Time was tho groatest determining factor throughout
this period; 8ince D Day was now tentatively set for 8 and then 10
Jul (C+f.8¢ File 1()1!3',1 lemorandum by Executive Planning Sectl on,
War Cabinet; 21 and 22 Apr 43), One senses an undertoné of un-
eaginess in saome of the documonts on hand, in which it is inferred
that unless those responsible for the planning at A.I'sH.Q. pro=
duced a firm plan tho operetion would have to be postponed, Such
was the tone of a letvter by General Ramsden addressed to the
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Director of Plans the Admiralty, and to the Under Secretary of
State, the Yar Office, (D.M.0,):

1. Planning for Op HUSKY is held up for lack of
directif. Unless received immediately, the op=-
eration must te postponed. Following paras review
the“matter in detail-tou-onoo

4,...In view of Force 545 Cipher GP (1) 36177
dated 16 Apr this information must include the split
between ships to be allotted to Forces A and B.

5. Unless, therefore, the information requested
asbove is made available tc us immediately we can-
not complete our planning and preparation in time
for «n assault on 8 Jul.

6. -We request therefore that this should be
brought to the notice of C.G.S85, for onward trans-
mission to Forces 545 and 141.

{C.P.S, Hle 2000, General Ramsden to Admiralty
and Wer Office, 20 Apr 43.)

49, On 18 Apr 43 a Planning Memorandum was issued by "G"
Branch, 3rd Division., This Memorandum was based on the Outline
Plan to determine how much planning could be done without further
official instruetions. This document pointed out that whereas
Force A would be under the commard of 3 Div and 30 Corps, since
it would carry out the CENT asseult, Force B would be entirely
outside the direction of the 3rd Division as its role would be
that of Army reserve during the eerly stages of the assault.
Therefore, the 3rd Division should not be responsible for the
preparation of both Force A amdForece B inasmuch as the latter
would be "entirely outside the direction of 3rd Division", be~
cause of the role this Force would have to carry out (if held in
reserve in a North African port) and consequently the day of its
employment would differ from that of Forece A, The following
deduction was accordingly madei

csassseeit is apparent that the Planning of this
Force must be considered quite separately from
that of Force A and that this Planning cannot be
done by 3rd Division but must be done by the Comd
with direct access to Force 545 and the War Office.

(ibid., Memorandum of Planning on "HUSKY"
Tﬁlzpﬁ 43.) ;

The War Office held to the same view and on 22 Apr 43 sent the fol-
lowing telegram to A,F.H.{.:t

FIRST,

It appears you contemplate making Comd 3 Div
responsible for Force B mounted from this country.
In view of fact Force B is in force reserve and
may not even operate in same Corps Area as 3 Div
it appears this should not be responsibility of
Comd 3 Div.

SECOND,

Force B should be loaded under War Office arronge-
ments. Suggest you send staff officer fully con-
versant with plans to advise as to priorities,
Comd 3 Div would then be concerned solely with
foreces allotted to him for completion his role....

(ibid,, Tel 72894 (S.D.5) W.0. to A.F.H,Q..
Z’Q’“ﬁp}% 43, ) ’



—

(a)

m 16 w
50, The change in the 3rd Division's role referred to in
para 43 above, resulted in placing this Division in 30 Corps ine
stead of 15 Corps. Despite the lack of objectives, which had not
yot been given by Force 545 (apart, of course, from COMISO Alre
field), the Division on 20 Apr 43 was urged to continue planning,

and this was to be "directed towards getting two mssault Rde Gps
ashore as-quickly as possible™ (ibid,, Tel G.P, (1) 37664, 20 Apr 43)

51, On 22 Apr 43.a telegram from "FORTUNE™ (code name for
AF.H.Q. Planning Staff) to Ce-in-C, Middle East (for Force 545)
and repeated to the Var Office and A«F.H.Q,, ALGIERS, confirmed
that the plan envisaged the employment of 3rd Division to attack
CENT Beach at SCOGLITTI with COMISO Airfield as 1ts initial obe
Jective, and that the assault on SIRACUSA-AUGUSTA originally
entrusted to 3rd Division was to be carried out by a Division from
the Middle East (ibid., Tel (copy) 6008 FORTUNE ALGIERS to Ce=ine
C. Middle East, 25 ApF 43).

CAHADIAN PLANNING AND TRAI NING
Preliminary Conferences and Discussions

52 Thus matters stood when the decision was taken to
substitute the lst Canadian Division for the 3rd (British) Divisions
While at Norfolk House on the afternoon of 23 Apr General lMeNaughton
received a telephone request to visit General Brooke, Chief of the
Imperial General Staff, at his earliest convenlence. General
McNeughton immediately proceeded to the War Office for the meeting
with Goneral Brooke roferrod to above (para 16)s During the
conversation, General Brooke "invited General licNaughton to agree
to the particigation of one Caenadian infantry division and one
Canadlan tank brigade and certein ancillary units in a proposed
operation based on TUNISIA against eee ¥ Immediately
following this meeting, General lcla n held further conversate
lona with Generals WQef:a, Galloway, and Kennedy and Brigadier
Porter, during which he was "put in the plcture™ by thess officers.
On returning to C.lleH.Q., Goneral lMcNaughton prepared and desw

tched the cable to the C.G«Ss quoted in para 16 above. (File

sAe 1-14-1, lMemorande of Discussions at the War Office 23 Apr
43, Goneral loNaughton - General Broogagi General McNaughton-
General eeks (D.Cel«G:S,) = General loway (DsSeDe)3 Goneral
McNeughton - General Kennedy (DelM.0» (0)); General McNaughton =
Brigadier Porter (Director of Plans); dated 28 Apr, 27 Apr, 27
Apr, 26 Apr 43, respectively,)

53 At 0900 hours the following morning a meeting weas
held at H.Q. First Cdn Army at which the followlng offilcers
wore present:

Lte=Gone A.GeLo McHaughton, Ge0+CowineC, First Cdn Arry,

18] e=Gen, HeLe M. Salmon, G«0.Cs 1 Cdn D'v,

Brigadier (later Haj.-Gen.) C. Foulkes, B.G.S8, First Cdn

Lte.=Cole (later Brigadier) W.P. Gilbride, A.Q.M.G, First Cdn ,
Lte~Col,. (later Colonel) G.P., Henderson, GeS«0. 1 (Int) First Cdn Am
Lte=Cole flater Colonel) G.E. Beamont, G.S.0s 1 (Ops) First Can Army,
Lte=Cols (later Brigadier) G. Kitching, GeS.0. 1 {(Ops) 1 Cdn Div,
Lte=Cole Cos Finlay, Ade & Q.G Canadian Plamning Staff.

In opening the meeting, General McNaughton stressed "the need for
good security by all concerned with regard to the information which
he was about to announce," He then told the officers present that
he hed received a request from the C.I«G.S8, for the participation
of Canadian formations in an operation against Sicily "under the
command of Eighth Army (Gen. lMontgomery) and under the direction

of Eighteenth Army Group (Gen, Sir Harold Alexander)ssesssethe

Cén formations would be part of a British U,S. force seversl times
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larger than the Cdn forces concerned." The G.0.C.-in-C. then went
on to say that he had requested Government approval for hls pro-
posal to nominste 1 Cdn Div (Ma).-Gen, H.L.N, Ssalmon, I11,C.) and 1
Cdn Army Tk Bde (Brigadier R.A, Wymen) (3) and certcin other oncile .
lary units for this task, and thest he had moreover suchorized ar-
rangements to be proceeded with on a provisional basis jending re~
ceipt of full information from the Canadian Government which was
expected during the day. (Fille F.A. 1-14-1, Minutes of a Meeting
held at H.,y. First Cdn Army, 24 Apr 43, dated 26 Arr 43.)

94 . Brigsdier Foulkes and Lt.=-Cols. Henderson and Beament
then explained to the neeting the scope of the coperstion, the

broad aspects of Siecilian topography, defences, etc., and the out-
line plan. General McNaughton "pointed out that the plan which

had been given is that which had been approved by the Chiefs of
Staff Committee and subsequently modified by General Eisenhower."
Further modifications were exrected to reach the Var 0ffice from
Allied Force Headquarters, North Africa, by special courier during
the day and 1ittle time remeined for the completion of arrengements;
the Canedien ¥orce Commander would accordingly have to proceed with-
out delay to organize and troin his force and complete the detelled
plans. General licNaughton said that it would be necessery for Gener-
2l Salmon and one or two of his staff officers to proceed by =ir

to North Africa for discussions in the very neer future. He zlso
placed the Censdian Flanning Staff at the disposal of General Sezl-
mon for whatever assistance he might require and stzted that every
use should be mesde of the contacts which this Staff elready had

with the War Office and Combined Operations Headquarters. (ibid.)

55 A subsequent meeting at the Wer Office, at 1030 hours on
that sare morning, was attended by General McNeughton, General Sal=-

mon, lLirigadier Foulkes, and other Canadian and British staff officers.

The purpose of this meeting was to bring together, for the conven-
ience of General McNaughton and General Salmon; representatives cf
the War Office Directorates who could render assistance in the
preparation of the Can~dian forces in Operation "HUSKY", The rep-
resentative of esch Directorate then outlined the function of his
Department as it applied to "IUSKY" end indicated to whet extent

end in what manner the necessary informatlion, directives, etc.,
would be made avallable to the Cansdisns. Great stress was laid

on security in regrrd to impending operations and a statement on
security by Prime Minister Churchill was read to the assembled group
of officers. In reply to a question by General McNaughton, Lriga-
dier Pcrter (Director of Flans, iWar Office), who conducted the
meeting, stated that 1 Cdn Div wculd have under its command one tank
regiment and that the remszinder of 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde ould be in
Army Reserve at the disposal of the Task Force Commander (G.0.C.-
in-C., Eighth Army). The organization of the Combined Force was-
noted as unders

e G S e S S G T W G R S e PR e G e W T P e G G S e G

The reason these formstions were nominsted by General McNaughton

was explained as follows: ".....as 1 Cdn Div had completed basic
combined ops treining, he would deteil this division....for this
operation. In addition, he stated that he would detail 1 Cdn Army Tank
Bdey....which was at a very high state of trezining and which had
experience in the Dieppe operation.® (Fille P,A, 1~14-1, Memo of

a Discussion General McNaughion - General Brooke, dated 238 Apr 43.)
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AFeHoQo
(Eisenhower)
18 Army Group
(Alexander)
Force 141
|
Eastern Task Force Western Task Force
(Force 545) (Force 343)
(Montgomery) (UeSe Army)

The Canadian force would be part of the Eastern Task Force under
General Montgomery, but it waa not lknown at the time under which
Corps it would be placeds (ibid., Hemorandum, dated 26 Apr, of

Meeting held in Room 220, War Uifice, 24 Apr 43.)

56« Later the same morning, General iicNaughton ettended still
another meeting at the War Office at which were present ¥aj

Gall (Chairman), Salmon, Ramsden and other high~ranking Canadian
and British offlicers. Bocause of their fare-reaching importance to
the participation of Canadian forces in the lediterranean theatre,
the minutes of this meeting are quoted in fulls

le Genera_l

DSD opened the meeting by atating that 1 Cdn Div
has been solected to roplace 5 Div in its opera-
tional rolej this was at prosent subject to the
approval of the Cdn Govte The object of the meetw
ing was to decide the action necessary to lmplement
this decision,

2. Tho following points were agreeds-

(a) There would be no restriction other than security
on the contacts between HQ 1 Cdn Div and HQ 35 Div,
GrQ, Home Forces were being asked that HQ 1 Corps
should be available to asgist 1 Cdn Div in trge

(b) The Orders of Battle of Force A and Force B would
be examined by the Cdn IIQ concerned and they would
notify DDSD when they would be prepared to disouss
the roplacement of British non-div units by Cdn
unitss 3 and 4 Beach Groups would in any case ace
company 1 Cdn Div,

(¢) 1 Can Div gﬁ.nning ataff would move to Norfollk
House forthwith.

{d) 1 Cdn Div would submit to DQIG (AE) by 29 Apr 43
thoir requirements for landing reservess

(e) The Tk Bde accompanying 1 Cdn Div would be re=
equipped with Shermansi 1f nocessary these tks would be
drawn from those issued to 33 Tk Bde. This matter
would be referred for action to DR A C,

(f) Tho question of the standardisation of equiment
and wvehicles so a8 to fit in with what had been
arranged for 3 Div wos agreod in prineiple; this
mttef* Agc);ﬁld bo Investigeted by 1 Cdn Div and
DRIG “le
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(g) Comd 1 Cdn Div would consider the queation ot
re~aquipping his A Tk Regt on a 6-pdr basis and
also whether the Inf Bns would retain their 2-
pdrs or change to a 6-pdr basis,

(h) Comd 1 Cdn Div would be concerned only with the
planning and organization of Force A. HQ 1 Cdn
Army would deal with Force B,

(1) 1 Cdn Bde with ancillary tps would move on or
after 27 Apr 43 to Inveraray for training, 1-7 May.
Rep 1 Cdn Div agreed to submit composition of
this Bde Gp te D D Mov, the War Office, by the
evening 24 Apr. 9 Inf Bde, at present training
at Inveraray, would return to its billets in Dume-
friesshire approx 28 Apr 43,

(§) The move of the second Bde Gp, for training 10-16
May, would be arranged by the War 0ffice on receipt
from 1 Cdn Div of their accommodation requirements
in Scotland.

(k) The accommodation of 1 Cdn Div in Scotland would be
arranged by the W-r Office.

(C.P.S. File 1003, Minutes of Meeting held
in Room 220, The Wer Office, dated 24
.lpr ‘3 ™ )

57. Other matters discussed the same morning are referred to
in a further memorandum written by Lt.~Col. (later Maj.-Gen.) Spry
P.A, to General McNaughton. The following paragrephs are extractea
from this memorandums ' '

10. General Murison said that stores reserves were
being held for the force as follows:e -

30 days landing reserve
30 days reinsurance

He pointed out that it would take four weeks to load
and pack stores and vehicles, and that loading tables,
etec., were required by his Directorate by 29 Apr 43.

1l. Brig. Horn, representing QMG (Room 116, QMG House)
said that the force would be maintained in the firs
phase from the U,K, and subsequently from the HMiddle East.
After a discussion, and having regard to the spare parts
situation, it was agreed that 1 Cdn Army Tank Bde would re-
arm with Sherman tanks (Chrysler Engines) vhich are now held
by 33 Tank Bde in Scotland, It was subsequently arranged
that 1 Cdn Army Tank Bde would return their Ram II tanks
to C.B.0,D. on their departure for the Combined Training
Area, Scotland, and that Sherman tanks would be issued by
the War Office in the tralning area., General McNaughton
agreed that as a general principle the Cdn force would
adopt British stores and equipment wherever possible in
order to simplify the task of provision and maintenance.

12. General Salmon was instructed by General McNaughton
to make recommendations in regard to the arming of A Tk
Pls of inf bns and the provision of 6 pr or 17 pr A Tk
guns for the fourth bty in the div A Tk Regt. It was no=-
ted that supplies of 2 pr amn would be avallable from the
Middle Bast if required.

(File P.A. 1-14-1, Memorandum of Conference
held in Room 220, War Office, 24 Apr 43,
dated 26 Apr.)
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58. On the seme day the War 0ffice issued a memorandum signed
by Brigadier V, Blomfield, D.D.S.D., which outlined the Wer 0Office
policy to be adhered to during the takeover by 1 Cdn Div from 3 Div.
The memorandum follows:

1. A decision has been taken that a Canadian Division
shall take over the operational role at present sllotted
to 3 Division. Th:s is at present subject to confirmetion
by the Canadian Government but, in order thet no time may
be lost, it is intended to proceed on the assumption that
that confirmation will be received,

2. The extent to which the non-divisional troops, which
have been 2llotted to 3 Division, will be replaced by
Canadian unlts has not yet been decided but it is entl-
cipated that the majority will still have to be found from
British resources. Pending further instructions, there~
fore, all units nominsted and prepsred will be presumed

toc be regulred.

3. The time available for planning and preperation is
short and it is therefore essentlal that Canadian Head=-
gquarters and the Divisional Commander selected should be
given every assistence.

4, Instructions are being issued by the War O0ffice to
Commander 3 Division to establish direct contact with 1
Cenedien Div and to place at the disposal of the Csnadian
Commrnder full detells of the prozress in plenning and
preperation that has so far been made. Arrangerents will
2150 be made for the attechment to the Canadian force of
such Staff Officers as may be considered necessary.

5. It is requested that you will issue instructions to
Headquarters, 1 Corps (British) that they will, as a matter of
first priority, afford every assistance in planning and
training to the Canadian Division in the same way as they
have up till now, to 3 D.vision.

6. Changes in the training programme and their effect on
the training and accommodation of 3 Division and other
trcops will be communicated as errly as possible, It will
probably be necessary to call a meeting very early to de-
cide these questions. It is hoped it may be found possible
for 3 Division to reme2in in Scotland.

(C.M.H.Q. File 3/SICILY/1, llemorandum d eted 24 Apr 4.

9. On the following day, 25 /pr, General McNeughton again
visited the War O0ffice for further discussions. In conversations
with Lt.-Gen, Nye, V.C,1.G.S., and Ma].-Gen, Kennedy, D.}.C, & P.,
he stressed his responsibilities to the Canadian Government in con-
nection with his recommendation as to the soundness and practicability
of the plans of the proposed operation, and said that he was ready
to xamine these plans in greater detail. General Nye appreciated
his position but urged that all possible speed was necessary. Gene-
ral Kennedy, and later Brigadier Kirkmen, D.D.M.I. (G 2 Plans), then
gave General licNaughton much more detailed information then he had
previously received. The latter then jroceeded to Norfolk House for
a final conference, recorded as follows in a memorandum prepared by
Brigadier Foulkes, B.G.S., First Canadian Army:
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Gen McNeughton discussed the general plan for the
proposed ogeration with Generel Selmon, G,0,C., 1
Cdn Div and Gen Ramsden, G.0.C,, 3 Div (British),

Gen Selmon stated that he was quite satisfied that
the role contemplated was a suitable task for the
forces allotted and from his preliminary studies

he felt that the operation had a ressonable chance of
success, He was not in disagreement with any phase

of the general plans but of course there wes much de~
tail yet to be obterined amd much more intelligence was
required, including more extensive eir photographs,
Gen Ramsden shared the same views.

Conclusion

As a result of the discussions and study of the plan

at the War Office snd the opinion ¢ essed by Gen
Salmon concurred in by Gen Remsden, . MeNeughton dee
e¢ided that the operation envisaged was a practical
operation of war and was now ;roparod to recommend to the
Canadian Government that fina IRP!OVOl of Canadian
participation should be given. As & result of this de~
cision G.S. 915 was despatched at 1930 hours, 25 April,

(File F.A, 1-14=1, Memorandum dated 29 Apr
of Discussions held at the Wer Office and
Norfolk House 25 Apr 43.)

G.S. 915 is quoted in para 18 above.

60, During the discussions with General Nye, the question of
placing Canadian foreces under General Alexander insterd of General
Eisenhower was brought up. General McNeughton showed General Nye a
copy of a letter he had just addressed to the C,I1,G.S5, end pointed

out that "under the only existing machinery, 'Visiting Forces Act',
it was not legally ;::slblo to place any Canadian troops under an
ellied commander. legal status of Canadian troops under an
Americen commender was discussed including court- al warrants,
ete., and General liye suggested that he thought all British troops in
the liddle East were handled by the British authorities for disciplinen,
(ibid.) The contents of this letter warrsnt 1is gquotation in :

With reference to your Most Secret Jetter to me dated
23 April 1943 in which you invited the perticipation
of one Cenadian Infantry Division and one Tenk Brigade
together with the necessary ancillary units in the
projected oz::ation we had discussed previously and to
my reply da 24 April 1943,

I have now been suthorized by my Government to under-
take the operation in question and for this rurpose 1
propose to place the lst Cdn Division, the 1lst Cdn

Army Tank Bde and certain Cenadien ancillary units which
can be substituted with adventage under the command of
General Alexender who will be suthorized to group them
in British formations under his commsnd as he may con-
sider aprropriate,

My suthority te take this action is subject to the usual
limitations of my powers, namely, that I shell examine
the general plans and recommend their acceptance to my
Government.

In this connection, I understand that a communication is

now expected from illied Forces Headquarters, North Africa,
which will propose eertain changes in the draft plans of
which I have already been informed at the War Office, I will
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be happy to exesmine the plans vith these eh=nges st the
earliest moment convenient to yourself and to taeke the
requested »ction thereafter.

Meanwhile, as 1 understand the changes to be made are
probably minor, and as it 1s a metter of extreme ur-
geney to proceed with the orgenization and training of
the foree, I have authroized the re-organization of

Cdn units where necessesry and their move to Scotlend for
training to be underteken forth—ith.

(1bigd., General McNeoughten "o General Brooke, 25 Apr 43..

61. A second letter 'writtea the following day expressed Gen-
ersl McNeuchton's satisfaction at the manner in which he had now
been enabled to discharge his special constitutional responsibility
on benalf of Canada:

Further to ml letter to you of 25 April 1943, a
eopy of which 1 discussed in some detail =i
Lt.-Gen, Nye, V.C.1.6.8., yesterday afternoon
at the War 0ffice.

Subsequent to this discussion I hed a talk with

Ma jor-Ooneral Kennedy, D.M.0., and to members of
his staff in the course of -hich 1 was given very
setisfactory information covering the broader as-
pects of the operation we have under consideration.

Later I mot Uajor-General Ramsden, G.0.C., 3 Div
(British) and or-General Salmom, G.C.C. 1 Cdn
Div, at Norfolk House where ] went into the plans
for the particuler t of the operestion novw as-
signed to 3 Div (British) which it is contemplated
should be taken over by 1 Cdn Div.

While naturslly the details of these plans are sub=-
ect to further development in the light of the ad-
itional local intelligence required, I have ascer-

tained that Major-General S-lmon is satisfied with

the role whieh he would be required to undertake.

On the basis of these inquiries, ] cabled my
Government last night recommending that their approval
to our participetion be civen ond requesting a reply
at the earliest.

I will edvise you further so soon as this reply is
received .
(1bid., General McNsughton - General Brooke,
26 Apr 43.)

62. On 27 Apr the matter esgain arose during a discussion
between Lt.-Gen. Ismey, C.0.5. to the British Prime Minister, and
General NeNeughton at the War Cabinet Offices. "Among other matters®,
wrote General McNaughton in a memoranium of the discussion, "I men-
tioned that the Cdn ecommanders would be plzced under comd General
Alexander, the reason be that the only legal formula we had was th
Visiting Forces Act which did not give puthority to place Censdian
troops under other then a British comd. Genercl lsmey suggested

that someone should tell General Eisenhower of this situation in
advence . . . . and 1 egreed that 1 would either do this myself

or arrange for General Brooke to do so". bid., Memorandum (29 Apr
43) of a2 Discussion betwesen Lt.-Gen. McNaughton and Lt.-Gen Ismay
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63. That afternoon General McNaughton held a conference at
C.M.H,Q with General Montague, Brigadiers Beament, Rodger, and Foulkes
snd Lt.-Col. Spry. Among other matters digcussed, according to
Lt.-Col. Spry's memorandum of the meeting, "it was agreed that
General McNesughton would cable General Eisenhower explaining the
need for placing Cdn troops 'in combination' with British troops

as at present there was no legal machinery for placing Cdn troops
under command of other than British commanders", (%bid. Memor-
andum, dated 6 May 43, of a conference held at C,M,H.qQ. i545 hours,
27 Apr 43), The finai settlement of these matters is recorded in
a third letter from General MeNoughton to General Brooke dsted

3 May quoted in part below:

On 28 April 1943, 1 received a epblegram advising
that 1 might expeet an Order in Council suthor-
izing the detalling of the foreces in whole or in
pert ‘in combination' under the Visiting Forces
Act, together with appropriate instructions which
wouid include the retention by the Cdn Commander
of his right of referengce to the Cdn Government.

On 1 May 1943, 1 received by ceble the text of the
Order in Council sbove referred to, nemely PC. 3464
dated 29 April 1943.

This Order in Council deals with ‘the serving toget-
her's the placine in end withdrewal from 'in combi~
nation'y 'attaehuont'} and 'command' of the combined
forces. It provides for our relations with the
Naval, Militery and Air Force of any part of the
British Commonwealth and unlike the previous Orders
in Council which it replaces, it is not restricted
geographically to Europe nor to the Military and
Alr Forces of the United Kingdom or of Australia
and New Zealand,

e« & & @ @ I anm .1’0 instructed that 'cmaim par-
tieipation is subject to the retention by the Senior
Cdn Combatant Officer of the force concerned of the
right to refer to the Cdn Government, through’ me,
'in respect of any matter in which such forces are,
or are likely t» be, involved or committed'. I am
informed that later instructions will issue in re-
spect to awards for gallantry, etec.

I have carefully studied these instruetions, and

in the result 1 am satisfied that a thoroughly prac-
ticable and satisfactory system for the command and
administration of our forces ¢an be set up. . . « »

(ibid,, General McNeughton to General Brooke,

3 Hay 19430)
LT On 28 Apr General McNaughton received from General Brooke
a note of a more personal natures
My dear Andy:

I have reeceived from General Montgomery the fol-
lowing message which he has asked me to pass to you:e-

"Am delighted Canadian Division will come under me
for Husky.® '

Yours ever,
(Signed) A.F. BROOKE
(ibid., 28 Apr 43.)
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In reply General MecNaughton sent the following to General Brooke:

My dear Alans

Thank you for your note of 28 April 1943 giving
Monty's cable.

I will be very much obliged if your staff would
send the following reply for me:

"For Montgomery from MeNaughton.

Meny thanks for your ceble received through
Brooke, Canada is sending 1 Cdn Div and 1

Cdn Army Tenk Bde and ecertain ancillary units
to 18 Army Group under Allied Force HQ., North
Africa, Ve have every confidence in these for-
mations and in their commanders snd feel sure
they will give a good account of themselves in
operation HUSKY.

Kindest personal regerds and sincerest congratu-

lations on the magnificent successes achieved by
Eighth Army under your command."

Very sincerely yours,
(8igned) A.G.L. McNsughton

(1bid., 29 Apr 43.)

65. An outline has been given above of the important confer-
ences and discussions immediately aris out of the deecision to in-
clude a Cenadian force in Operstion " +« To avoid repetition,

much of the significant information disclosed at these conferences
has been omitted here but will be included in a general survey of
the plans, to be presented in a later section of this Report. The
story now becomes that of the lst Canadian Infantry Division. (Very
ge:aiieg&mgrenda on all these meetings will be found in file

(b) ZThe 1st Cenadign Infentry Division Tokes Over

66. No time was lost in infeorming the senior Canadian
formetions in the United om that a moverent of major importance
vas taking place within the Canadian Army whereby 1 Cdn Inf Div and
1l Cin Army Tk Bde were to move from South Eastern Command to Scottish
Command for advanced combined training, in accordance with g sclhie-
dule laid down by the Wer Office. A letter by Brigadier Foulkes ad-
dressed to the Commander, 1 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Gen. H.D.G. Crerar, C.B.,
D.8.0,), and re;inatod to 2 Cdn Corps, C,M.H.Q., South Eastern Command,
the War Office was sent om 24 Apr 43 outlining the trainin!
policy to be followed by the two Canadiam formaticns. The letter
ends, "arrangements for trai 2 and 3 Cdn Divs are also Iart of
the security cover plan", for the movement of a major Canadian for-
mation within the United Kingdom could not be accomplished without
some comment, and it was importent from the beginning to attempt to
create the impression that 1 Cdn Div was merely ¢ out an
advanced stage of the combined operations training it had already
commenced some months before (see Report No. 93). '

67. The arrivael of the Divisional Staff Officers in JUNDON to
attend the first conference did not pass unnoticed; the large number
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of 1 Cdn Div staff cars bearing the red patech parked in the vicinity
of C.M.H,Q.4 Cockspur Street, on Easter Bundai made it obvious to
such officers as entered the building at the time that there was
"gsomething in the wind® as far as 1 Cdn Div was concerned (Evidence of
Hj—ﬂt Offr, c.ﬂ.H.Qa)-,

68. The actual handover of 3 (Brit) Div’s role in Operation
"HUSKY" to 1 Cdn Div was in the nature of an Operation in itself
known by the code name "SWIFT". The handover was to be complete&
by 29 Apr 43 at Norfolk House. Each 3 Div Branch hended over to
its Canadian counterpert on a Branch-to-Branch basis, The pro-
cedure adopted was ms follows: each 3 Div file was handed over
individually to the Crnaedian opposite number by a British officer,
and the contents of each file explained, In add tion to the files,
certain memoranda, instructions, etc.,, were studied by the opposite
numbers together so that there would be no doubt or misunderstanding
of the contents by the receiving ::rty. (C.P.S. f£ile 100, Minutes
of A/Q conrarance‘ 25 &gr 43.) The following were the heads of

branches and s ees, 1 Cdn Div, with their British counterparts:
CANADIAN BRITISH
1t.-Col. G, Kit G.8.0. 1 Lt.-Col. G.G.H, Wilson

Lt.~Col. W.P. Gilbride A.A& Q.M.G, Lt.=Col. E.J. Montgomery
Brigadier A. Bruce '

Matthews C.R.A Brigadier G.G. Mears
Col., C.H. Playfair A.D.M.8. Col. R.D. Cameron
it.=Col, D.G.J. Farqu~
harm ‘.DIO.B. Lta’COlo im’dell
Lt.~Col. J.K. Bradford C.R.E.M,E. Lt.=Col. J.E, Land
Lt.-Col. H,L. Pease C.R.A.5.C. Lt.-Col. A.K. ¥Yapp
Lt.~Col. J.H., Eaman 0.C. Div Sigs Lt.-Col. Hountford
Lt.-Col. G. Walsh C.R.E, Lt.~Col, K.W. Urqnhnrt
69. On 27 Apy 43, Gemeral MeNaughton issued a Direetive ad-
dressed to the G.0,C., 1 Cdn Div, end to the commander, 1 Cén Army
Tk Bde, outl the policy that -was to be followed by both these
rnrmat{ons for the impending Operation. This ren as follows:

1. ©Subjeet to the approval of the Canasdian Govern-
ment, arrangements are being made for 1 Cin Div, 1
Cdn Army Tenk Bde, and certain aneillary troops to
participate in the operation under British

command. It is now considered essential to clarify
the necessary adjustments to the normal system of
;oanand and administration resulting from this decis-
on.

¢+ Headquarters ) Cdn piv end 1 Cdn Army Tank Bde
nnwiﬁ}nnning in London will come under command C,M.H.Q.,
forthwith for all purposes excepti-
(a) War 0ffice - for trsining, operations, intel-
ligence, security.

(b) First Cdn Army - for completion G.1098. All
guostians of policy will referred Yo C.M.H.Q.,
or consideration and to advise the Senior Com-
batant O0fficer, Canadisn Army Overseas.
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1 CDN DIV LESS H.Q.

¢ lCanDivapdl Arzy Tank Bde less their

respective HeQs.,; will remain under comd 1 Cén Corps
while in Sussex. These will bo sduinistered by the
Special Increments to be established under GBD.B&
In order not to interfere or disturd the

the o nunnwln 88 in London Gdacom
will| orders instructions to 1 Cdn Viy
mdt:ol.cda Tank Ode th the Speeinl Inore-

crement Eatablighments will keep 1 Cdn

ZEUPORARY COLTANDER

5. Tn order that all gquestias of policy rogarding

.g-lmt. mm ostablisdwments, order of tﬂtt‘h.
?. rmzmuu,cmxm

mvnul Can mmuuufum

Acting Comd to aoct for them on ons when they

may bo absent from thelr

This matter will be subject to & epocial direction to
be issued laber,

(CalleH.Qs FPile 3/3ICILY/1, General Mo
to 0.0.C, zcdqumcmzcanmn
Bde, dated 27 Apr 43.)

70, It has bnamsbon that 3 Div omnmodoon-
gy A R Ko Xk
c.nuuu- took over, & deal of the prellmimary 5

When the
Mmmmm rocky ground. The War 0ffice
and the offiecers of 3 Div m.u?mhmﬂonrmlcdn

71. In addition to the Bpitish officers who staysd on to

uaﬂ:l@bﬁ.vuﬁlcdnkwn:ndo in the plarmming, certain
ially trained officers of the Camadian Planning statt were at-
- Divisiw the Meg&tbamor: :gemnoly

t.a.no TE oialons &
tns and Inter-Seprvices conferences. A lis or the offigers
.Q.J. dn Inf Div, H.Q. 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde, Can
§ and inererents will be found in Appondix "E P!.‘.lo P.A.
~14-1, wndated 1ist of above mentioned officers, filed 28 lay 45).
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72. No attempt will be made here to explain in deteil the
wechanism of planninf procedure. Insofar as this narrative is
concerned, it is sufficient to give a brief outline of the manner
in which this procedure was carried out with respect to Operation
"HUSKY": three conferences were held each morning at consecutive
hours under the auspices of the General Steff Brench, the "A & Q"
Branch and of the t Services (Naval end Air) combined,
better imown as the Inter-Services. All of these conferences were
attended by representatives of the different Branches and Services,
and of the Royal Nevy, Royel Air Force and the War Office. Thus
agenda arising out of these conferences could always be derlt wiih
by the Branch or Service concerned through its representative,

and by this system complete co-ordination and co-operation in such
a complex orgenization wes ensured, The Executive Planning Section
of the War Cabinet Joint Plamning Staff slso met regulerly at
Norfolk House to consider matters conce the operntion. (The
minutes of all these conferences are to be found in the following
files at present in the custody of Historieal Section, C.M.H,Q.t
C.P.s- 1 ] 1210. 1010. 1018’ m mz-)

73. The problems and difficulties in rounting a Foree that
was to be sea-borne to its Soint of contact with the enemy were
most complicrted, and considerable cere had to be exercised by the
Planning Staff to ensure that not a single item, howvever small, was
forgotten. Operation orders, both General Btat§ and Administrative,
had to be prepared without omitting the most minute deteil. In-
telligence reports from the Middle East were received from day to
day, which, in many cases, neceasitated important changes in the
finel draft of the Operation Order.

74. It will be rememb:'red that the Assault Force proceeding
from the United Kingdom was divided into Forece "A" and Force "B",
later re-designated Force "X" and Force "Y* (see para 45). It was sub-
::guently decided to tlan for Force "B" independently of Force AW,

for this reason its dnvni:xuont end planning was carried out
gnite apart from the latter s beeauge of the lack of accommo-
1;’%3§ba; Norfolk House, this was done at Devonshire House, olso

75. Once it became kno'm to the Middle Esst that 1 Cdn Inf
Div was selected to replece 3 Div, Force 545 despatched a telegram
to the War Office to the following effects “Require Commender,

Gl and A/Q one Canadian Div in CAIRO forthwith. Please arrange
earliest priority air passares.” Two additional telegrsms requested
that the C.R.A., one brigade commander, two battelion commanders,
the C.R.E., end the 0.C. Div Sigs be 2180 included in the party.
(C.P.5, File 1020, Tel GP (1) 4007, C.-in-C. M.E. to W.0., 25 Apr

43y C.F,S. Telegrems File Vol 1, Tel GP (1) 40327, Force 545 to
W.0., 26 Apr 433 Tel GP 1, 40798, 27 Apr 43, Force 545 to 4.0.)

76. The composition of this party led Major-General Sslmon
to believe that the assault would be on a one-brigade front and that
a chenge in plon was indicated. He sent a telegram to Maj.-Gen.
{ﬁg' de Guingend, D.S5.0,, Force 545, asking for confirmation of

-1

rsseseess88 1 must meke outline plen before leaving
order that staff mey continue detalled plan~
ning. Myself and party as requested by you anti-
c1 at:r%oaving Thirsday subject to avpilability
aireraft. ' .
(C-Posu tﬂl“rﬂm File Tel 74016 G;St (P) War
0ffice to Force 545, dated 26 Apr 43,) |
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Maj.~Gen. de Cuingand sent the following reply:

se 000 BONS mﬂdification in your 1'019 may rcault
from Conference being held Algiers morning 28
Agrll. Until then all I c¢an pive you is that
division may be required either to follow=-up
through the sucecessful landings on one Brigade
Front or to assault on one Brigade Front. Former

is most likely. Will signel you immedistely
decision reached.

bid., Tel GP (1) 40805, Force 545 to
.0., dated 27 Apr 43.

"'G = 11€
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77. No information was received from the liddle East on
the results of the conference referred to in the telegram above,
but Maj.~Gen. Salmon on 29 Apr nonetheless continued with his
original intention to proceed to CAIRC by air. Air passage was
srranged through the Air Ministry and two eircraft were made
available for the journey. A laste-minute chonge was made when the
two battelion commanders (who had not yet been specificaslly named)
were repleced by the D.A.G., C.M,H,Q. (Brigadier A.¥. Eeament)

and the A,Q.M.G., 2 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Col. D.K. Tow) (C.M,H.Q. File
3/8ICI1LY/1, Memorandum by Brigadier EBeament, dated 28 Apr 43).

It was further instructed that Lt.=-Col. (now Brigadier) Tow would
remain in the IMiddle East until further orders. It had been or~
iginelly planned to send Mej.=Gen., Szlmon and his Staff Officers
by sir on the night of 28 Apr 43 and Brigadier Beament and Lt.-
Col. Tow were to proceed on the following day in another aircraft.
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78. The first party ccnsisted of -

Ha,.-Gona H.L.N. Salmn' unc. (Gloicl 1 Cdn DiV)
Rear Admiral P,J. Mack, D.S.0., R.N. (Navel Force
Commander)
Cept. 8ir T.L. Beevor, R.N.
Lt.-Col. G.G.H, ¥ilson, (G,S.0. 1, 3 (Br) Div)
Ltl-colo c.J. Finl&y, AoA. & Q.uosu’ 1 Cd.n Dj?)
(lately sppointed)

(C.P.S. File 2000, Instruction signed by Lt.-
Col. Kitching re Air Trip - First Ferty,
28 Apr 43.)

They tock off in g Hudson twin-engined ajireraft at about 0900 hours
on 29 Apr 43, Near BARNSTAFLE, Devonshire, the aircraft crashed
and burned. Gen. Salmon and ail the other occupants were killed.
Departure of the second aireraft was postponed. (C.M.H.Q. Flle
3/S1CILY/1, Notes by Senior Officer, C.M.H.Q., 29 Apr 43.)

79. Maj.-Gen. Montague telephoned the news of the accident
over the scrambler telephone to Lt.-Col. D.C. Spry, P.A, to
General MoNaughton, who was at his elbow during the conversation.
The following extract is from General Montague's notes:

essssraThe G.0,.C.=in~C, then gave me the following in-
structions)

(2) Welsh to be dropped from the second plane.
Kitehing, G.5.0, 1 1 Cdn Div, to go in his
plete an& Kitching and Vokes were to stert
the conversations in Africa.
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(b) Eimonds is to take command of 1 Cdn Div.
(¢) I.am to ask Wer Office for a plane tomorrow,

Penhale instructed es above and phoned instructions
to Kitching over scrambler...ccsvee

(ibid.)

80. "Simonds®, mentioned sbove, was of course Maj.-Gen.

(later Lt.-Gen.) G.G. Simonds, C.B.EB., then newly appointed G,0.C. 2 Cdn
Div, and previously B.G.S. 1 Gdn Corps. During the rinal weeks prior
to his appointment to commend 2 Cdn Div, General Simonds (then a

Brigadier) visited the Eighth Army which was engeged in battle with

Rommel‘'s Africa Corps in North Africa. During his stsy in North
Africa, General Simonds, after an interview with General Montgomery,
roceaded to 10 s where he was attached. He studied the organ-
zation of Main Eighth Army Headquarters during the plenning stage

for the attack by 30 Corps to breek through the WADI AKARIT posie
tion while 10 8 was to pass through the gep and exploit in the
open country to north. Throughout the remainder of the operstions

up to the fell of SLUSSE, he accompanied the Corps Commander with

his Recce Group. Late in April he returned to Englend to take over

2 Cdn Inf Div. This experience in North Africe was to prove of
immeasurable value to General Simonds for, by virtue of his ap-
pointment as G.0,C., 1 Cdn Div, he was later to direct o division

in battle under General Montgomery. (References to General

Simonds® wvisit to North Africa 1 be found in Report No. 95,

Hiltoriﬁll m‘c‘,' C-HnH.Qo)

81. At 1430 hours on the afternoon of 29 Apr 43, General
McNaughton advised General Simonds at H.Q., First Cdn Army, that
"he was to command ] Cdn Div vice Major- 2l SAalmoN..snsscese
ond that he was to himself in the picture in reg-rd to the
forthcoming operstion as quickly as possible™ (File P,A, l-l4-1,
Memorsndum of Conversations, dated 1 May 43). _

82, Shortly afterwerds Major A.F.B. Knight (D.A.Q.M,G,

Conedien Planning Staff, attached to H.Q., 1 Cdn Div), advised

Maj.-Gen. Montarue thet the occursnts of the crashed zircraft

were as originally detailed and that the C,R.A,, 1 Cdn Div,

Brigadier Bruce Matthews, was not doard as et first believed

ég,g.ﬂ.gi’rile 3/81CILY/1, Notes by Senior O0"fieer, C.M.H.Q.,
pr .

83. The substitution of Lt.~Col. Kitching for Lt.-Col.
Walsh on the aireraft lecvins that afternoon was then zrranged
end a request was made for an additional sircraft to be ready
for the follo~ing day (30 A 4{) (3) for General Simonds and
the officers who were selected te form his party. . A ruling from
higher authority had to be obtained because of the shortage of
aircraft and that afternoon the Deruty Chief of the Imperial
General Staff himself visited the Vice Chief of Air Staff to
make the request. (ibid.)

e - - e e S D B O e O

(3) It will be noted that a discrepency exists with respect to the date
on which General Simonds was to leave for CAIRO between this docu-
ment and the one referred to in para 95. No doupt General Simonds
delayed his departure by one day in order to acquaint himself
thqrough}r with the general picture before leaving.
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84, Meanwhile, General McNaughton instructed that in

the first asircraft there would be Brigadiers Beament and Vokes
and Lt.=Cols, Kitching and Tow, in addition to the Nsval person=-
nel whom the War Office would name as having been appointed to
replace Rear Admiral Mack and Capt Beevor. He further instructed
that Lt.~Col. Gilbride would become A.A. & Q.M.G., 1 Cdn Div,

but would continue with the planning in LONDON, General Simonds,
Brigadier Matthews, Lt.~-Col. Walsh, Lt.~Col. Eaman and lMajor
Knight were to proeceed on the following day in the second air-
craft. (ibid.)

85. Meanwhile, there arose the question of whether or not
security would be compromised should General Salmon's death

be made publie, It was of the utmost importance that none of the
Cenadian troops stationed in the United Kingdom should have any
inkling of the crashed aircraft's destination. Except for one
or two sus;ected ¢cases, there was no breach of security, and the
incident of General Brimnn's unfortunate and untimely death soon
ceased to be the subject of discussion and speculation (ibid.
Hist Sec File "HUSKY", 1 Cdn Pd Security Seec C/F Wor Diary).

86. However, a more serious aspect of this matter, from
the point of view of security, was the manner in which General
Sslmon's death was toc be announced to Canada. Quite obviously
since any large-scale movement of Canadlan troops in the Unita&
Kingdom would indicate that something more then mere routine
troining was afoot and there were at that time no Canadien forces
operating overseas from the United Kingdom, it was very unde-
sirable to call public attention to the 13{ Canadien Division.
Too much publicity attached to General Sslmon's death, therefore,
was to be avoided. In fact, at the War Office the Inter-Services
Security Board (I,8.8.B.) were against any advice of the acei-
dent being forwarded to Crnada. Genoral Montague was of the
opposite opinion, howvever, and felt strongly that Carads would heve
to be advised, tc.n,n.q. File 3/8ICILY/1, Notes...29 Apr 43.)

87. The C,1.G.8,, General Brooke, was informed of the ace
cident lote that afterncon, and he almost immediately communi-
cated with General !cﬂaughion by telephone, exrressing the wish
that any information of the accident going to Cenada should be
supprressed. It was only after some discussion that he sgreed
that Cenada should be adivsed. Accordingly, the Army Commander
instructed General lontague

essnaspssacenssst0 advise Stuart by open ¢able that
"Srlmon and Finley were killed in flying accident
over southwest England this morning" and that I am
to have D.D.P.R. advise the British press.

(ibid.)

88. At 19573 hours that evening, General McNaughton (4)
confirmed General Montague's telegram to General Stuart with
the follo=ing: ,

G G s e e 00 0y w0005 00 00 PGS OB G 4D 4 00 SR B NP 0D 5N W9 W GROP A5

4) Alr Chief Mershal Sir Charles Portal telephoned General McNaughton
and expressed his deepest sympathy for the loss of Major-General
H,L.N. Salmon and Lt.~Col. C.F.J. Finlay and stated that he re-
gretted "that the R,A.F, should have been the cause of the loss
of these two outstanding officers.” (File P,A. 1=14+1, Memorandum
dated 30 Apr 43.) . |
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MCST SECRET, FOR 8TUART FROM !CNAUGHTON.

YOU WiLL HAVE HAD MONTAGUE'S CASLE

[TING L0SS MAJOR-GERERAL H,L.N, SALMON AND
LT, COL, C.F.J. FINLAY IN AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT OVER
SOUTH UEST ENGLAND, I “OULD APFRECIATE YOUR CON-
VEYING MY DEEPEST SYMFATHY TO THE BEREAVED FAMILIES
AND AN EXFRESSION OF THE VERY GREAT LOSS JHICH THE
CDN ARMY ALSO SUSTAINED IN THE DEATH OF THESE
OUTSTANDING OFFICERS.,

Mmammmmwmmnnm

| THAT THESE OFFICERS WERE ON THEIR WAY
T, CUNFERENCE 1N GAIRO CUNCERNING PRCSFECTIVE OF-
ERATION 1 CDN DIV,

HAJOR-QGENERAL G.G. SIMONDS HAS BEEN

TO @MIAND 1 CDN DIV AND HE JILL LEAVE
BY AIR FCR CAIRO TOMORROW. LY. COL. W.P. GILBRIDE
HAS REPLACED LT, COL. FINLAY AS AASQMG 1 CDN DIV,

D oS cﬁuﬁu - w%glsﬂr'glﬂiu' A3 eon
CGRPS BRIG. C. VOKES, GOMD 2 CDN INF BDE AND LT.
COL. G. KITCHING, GSO I, 1 CDN DIV LEFT BY AIR
ms ‘moo.otpoo.lol-o

ARRANGEMENTS FOR EQUIPMENT AND SPECIAL
m FROCEEDING SATISFACTCRILY.

(C.M.H.Q. Pile J/S1CILY/1, Tel GS 954
29‘,2 43.) k74 y 10 954,

89. ~Gen. Sinmonds arrived at Nopfolk House late that
afternoon. er familiarizing himself with the Outline Plan
and the gress so far made under General Saslmon's direction,
he sent following telegram to Force 545:

Personal for General De Guingand from Commander 1
Canadian Div.

Reference your GP (1) 40805 of 27 Apr., In rbsence
inforpation as to decisions resched at conference
ALGIERS 28 April am continuing to plan on asssult-
ing at CENT on two brigade front. Request confirm-
ation of role prior to my departure 1 May.

(C.,P,8. File Telegrams Vol 1, Tel GS (F)
74969, 29 Apr 43°) . '

A reply to the above was received on 30 Apr 43:

From Force 545 for Comd, One Canadisn Div. Fronm
General De Guingand. Your 74969 G.S. (F) conference
stil] sitting Algiers to decide finel plan. You
should definitely prepare to auanlg on two Bde.
front. Possibly on Beaches 57 or 58.
(C.P,5, File Telegrams, Tel GP 10/42111,
--1!1"0. H.E. tO_P.O.' 30 Apr 43.)
: ¢ 1!
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The indefinite nature of this telogram hindered plamming for
the next two or three days since it was now projected to
asgault on a beach some 50 miles to the southeeast of the
original target, in addition to which the assault was to
take place on & two-brigade front. This would meen, of
course, & complete revision of that part of the planning which
was concerned with the beaches themselves and the hinterland
in the area, This affected the preparation of intelligence
summaries, maps and beach diagrams, enemy coastel defences,
otce; nNot to mention beach landings parties end the Faval
par_'tf.c:lpation in the asseult,

90, Actually General Montgomery had developed still
enother plan differing from the previous one. A8 a result of the
difficulties he experiencod in driving the Axis troops from
mountainous positions in Tunisia he had come to the conclusion
that a greater concentration of effort was essentlial and
insisted on having his ?orpa éand divisions within supporting
distance of each othey 5&05 L Remx_-_t; Op. cits)s On 25 Apr
he held a conference at re '&b‘o‘e rated this ideas
The following graphic account of this conferenco hes boen
given from momory by Comdr K.S. Maclachlan, R.C.N.V.R., who
attended the conferences

I was prosent nt the Conference held at G.H.Q., CAIRO
on Easter Sunday, 26 Apr 43, et which words spoken by
General lontgomery started f-.he ball rolling for the
g;}gg%! gomontous changes in the Plan for Operation

*

When General lontgomory, with pointer in hand, took the
floor, he ‘had before him e 12' by 12' plastic profile
of Siecily, He commenced by outlining briefly the original
plan for Operation "HUSKY®" in which it was proposed to
attack all around Sicily ineluding the important harbour
eity of PALERINO., He concluded his remarks saying, "We
won't do it this ways We'll deliver the attack on the
southeastarn part of the island and fight tho battle on
the CATANIA Plain. This is ths 8th Army way of fighting
and it will either be done that way, or they will get
somebody else to do 1it".

I can well remember the bombshell effect with which thege
words fell upon the assembled group of very higheranking
Naval, Arny and Air Force officers. Certainly no one but
Montgomery could have saild them and have gotten away with
it. Goneral lMontgorery had come to the Conference accome
sn_nied by Admiral Ramsay (Naval Commander, Easterm Task

orce) and, I suspect, they must have reached an agreement
on lontgomery's new Pinn, for he made no comment on the
proposed change after General liontgomery's declaration..
As far as I can Pemember the following woere the principal
officers present,

Royal Navy: Illear-Admirel R.R. McGrigor
Rear<Admirel Te Troubri

Army: Lte-General Sir Oliver Leese, (G«0sCs, 30 Corps,
Lte=Coneral Ui,C. Dempsey, 0.6.0., 13 Corps,
Ihjor-&enaral Berney<Ficklin, G,0.Cs,; 5§ Div, and
Major-General mm. G.O.cur 50 D!.V.

Off«hand I cannot say who were the Senlor R.A.F. representa-
tives, In ition to those officors there were also
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present the planning operations staf{ of the three
Services,

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/E/F, Account given to Hsjor

. Sesla by Commandeyr K.S5, Maclachlen, R.C,N.,V.R.y
Personal Staff O0fficer to Rear Admiral T. Troubridge,
Comaander Force "G".)

a1, These proposals were not eccepted at first by Admiral
Cunningham or Air Chief Marshal Tedder who inslsted on the
cepture of the GELA airfiplds., Finally however General Hont-
gomery's plan was accepted and the British task force was con-
centrated, asssulting the southeastern corner of the islsnd. The
western assault was given up and the Amerlcan task force switched
to attack the GELA area, This plan, which was finelly spproved
by the Combined Chiefs of Staff on 12 lay, will be dea2lt with

in more deteil below. (M,0. 1 Report, op. cit.)

92, At 0800 hours, 30 Apr 43, Genersl Simonds breakfasted
with General lMcNaughton and discussed many matters with him.
General Simonds said that he would fly to CAIRC on the following
mornings 1 May, and included 'vith his party wss Reor-Admiral Sir
Phiiip L., Vian, K.B.E., D.S5.0.4 R.R.y who had been appointed

by the Admiralty as Neval Force Commander in succession to Ad-
miral Mack, Sperking of the Flan, General Simonds stated that
he had gone over all the perers and thet he was satisfied with
the general arrangements end plans for the operation. He said
that he was not disturbed by the possible minor alterations in
the Plan which might involve a2 change from a two to a one-
brigade assault. He sejd that since orrangements had been made
for the training of two assault brigedes, a possible reduction
to one brigede would present no trouble. (File P,A, 1-14-1,
Memcorsndum of Conversation General McNaughton - lia jor-General
Simonds, 30 Ayr 43,)

93. The conversation also touched upon initial adminis-

trative matters. A most importsnt point was deelt with

General McNaughton when he spoke of the relations between General
; Simonds, Generosl Melaughton and the Cenadian Government, and
I advised General Simonds that he hed the "right of reference" to
the Canadian Goveérnment, but that this should be exercised in
extreme cases only. (ibid.)

94., The first aircraft left HENDCN airfield at 0915 hours,
30 Apr 43. The party consisted of Brigadiers Vokes and Beament, '
and Lt.~Cols. Tow, Kitching and Erman., Gibralter was reached

at aprroximately i645 hours and on the following afternoon at
1745 hours (London time) the aireraft touched down at HELICFOLIS
eirfield (on the outskirts of CAIR0O). That evening they met
Brigadier G, Welshy B.G.S. 30 Corps, Brigadier P. Sewell, D,A., &
Q.M.G. 30 Corps, and Colonel Stewart, C.S.C, 30 Corps. Here

the perty split up and Brigadier Beament and Lt.-Col. Tow con=-
cerned themselves with purely "AM & "Q" matters, while Brigadier
Yokes and Lt.-Cols. Kitching and Eaman commencea conversationg
with the Oyrerations Branch pending General Simonda' arrivel.

It must be remembered that Eighth ‘rmy was still operstionzlly
engaged in Tunisla at that time and iz not to be confused with
Force 545, This Force was actually the Plenning Staff for
Eighth Army and conslsted of some of the staff and Services Of-
ficers from Army, plus officers esrecially detalled to assist in
the planning (see para 38 above). On 10 May it was redesignated
nl2th Army? (Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Divw/B/F, Diary
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29 Apr - 4 Mey; C.M.H.Q, File 3/SICILY/1, Tel 132 141/F61 G (P)
from FCRTUKE, 10 May 43.) The situation was described by
Brigedier Beament in his Report on the trip which is sucted in
part below:

'‘fhile I was in the country (Egypt), the 8th Army end

the 18th Army Gp were still fighting the battle, but

a Planning Staff for the 8th Army (Force 545) had been
crected in Cairo and a Planning Staff for the 18th Army
Gp (Force 141) had been areated at bouzsrea cutside
Algiers, HQ 13 and 30 Corps had been withdrawn to Ceiro
for plsnning purposes. The Planning Staffs, Force 141
and 545, were purely planning organizations and where
executive decisions required, it was necessary to ob-
taln the concurrence of GHJ LiE or AFHQ as appropriate.

It will therefore be seen that it was necessary for me

at one time or another to deal with seven different HQS,
namely - GHQ ME, Force 545, 30 Corps, 8th Army, 18th
Army Group, AFIHQ, Force 141, The problem was further
complicated by the ~rert distences involved, the fact
that some of these HQs had only been recently created
and that some of them were still engaged in battle,

the division of their functions and responsibilities

were not in al) cases perfecf.ly clesr and that there were
in certain cases rather def inite cleshes in personality.

(File P.A, 1-1l4.1 Regort on Trip to the
Middle East and North Africa, 29 Apr 43 to
14 May 43 by Brigadier Beament, 21 May 43,)

95. The second plane carrying tie new G,0,C, left on the
following day. At a leter date General Simonds gave the follow
ing account of the trip:

We took off from Hendom Airfield at appromimately
0945 hrs, 1 Hay 43. The prrty ccnsisted of Rear-
Admiral Vian, Lt.-{ol, Valsh, Lt,-Comdr. Rivers-
Smith, Major Knight snd myself. After an almost
overn{ght halt at Feort Reith, Cowrawall, we arrived
at Gibreltar at about 0900 hrs, 2 May.

When I had left London I knew that a change in the
Plan had been contemplated but had no idea of the
Plan as it stood, At Gibraltzar I met General Brown-
ing who said that the echange of Plan was still to the
fore but thst it was still notf: firm.

We left Gibraltar at about 0900 hrs and landed at
Malson Blanche Airfield, nesr Algiers, at aprroxi-
mately 1330 hrs where we were sdvised that further
progress eastrsrd hed to be delayed owing to sand-
storms. I took advantapge of' this delay to visit

15 Army Group H.Q. vhere 1 was given a new Plan but
was told that it was still ot the final Plan,

We took off from Maison Blaache at about 0500 hrs
4 lisy, and reached Ceiro af; about 1700 hrs. At 0530
hrs the follo—ing morning 5 Mey) 1 went to Forece 545
H.Q. where I met Brigadier Welsh, B.G,S. 30 Corps and
he gave me the outline of the new and firm Flan,

Folloring my telk with Eriigadier Wrlsh I studied all
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the latest Intelligence summaries and what information
was avallable on the new beaches we were now to ase
sault. I then went to the Model Room and decided how
I wanted to carry out my share of the task allotted

to 30 Corps.

After I had decided on a Plan, I met Admiral Vian

who told me that he did not 1like the beaches, and con-
sidered them unsuitable for assault craft; but we de-
cided and agreed that in spite of the difficulties the
assault was feaslble, and we could carry it out.

At 1200 hrs I met Lieut.-General Sir Oliver Leese,
G.0.C, 30 Corps, by appointment. He confirmed the
tasks of the Division and I told him my Plan in outline,
with which he agreed. 1 pointed cut to him that the
enemy coastal defences on the right and left flanks of
our sector required speciel attention and he agreed that
91st (Highland) Division would clear the defences on the
right flank, and concurred on the inter-divisional boun=-
dary. He agreed also to leave the Royal Marine Commandos
with me (it had been decided to use them elsewhere) to
pinch out the defences on the left flank,

I pointed out to General Leese that time was short as
far as we were concerned, and that I had to get back

to England within two weeks at the outside. I told him
I had to put forwerd a2 firm plan, and leave Cairo

with the cleer understanding that whatever Plan I took
back vith me could not change as the loading of the
ships was soon about to start and this could not be
delayed.

In the afternoon I made a further study of the map and
model, and put the Plan down on paper and cabled it home
that night. The plan was cabled to Englsnd within 24
hours of my errival in Cairo and was never changed since.

Most of the remainder of my time in Cairo wes taken u
with three matters which I had to settle before I left:

(1) Biddins on the shipping. I tried to get two
small infantry assault ships so that the
Commandos could be carried end lznded one
hour before our assault, but in this I was
unsuccessful.

(2) Inter-Divisional boundary with 51st (Highland)
Pivision, I had a number of meetings with
;ge G.0.C. 51st (High}lland) Divis%on, Majoz- Adal Neo. (
wirsbese neral fembdeyy and his G.S.0, Lt.=-Col. 11 Moy 5~
e | Urquhurt, to make certain that we were pro= T see
perly tied in on the right flank as regards
junction points.

(3) The landing end subsequent advance of 231 Inf
Brigade Group. I had to ensure that this bri-
gede's advance inland would tie in with 1 Cdn
Inf Bde's subsequent tasks after Pachino Alr-
field had been captured, -

I 21s0 had conferenceswith both the C.C.,R,A, and C,C,R.E,,
30 Corps, end with the Intelligence Branch dealing with
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the latter in particular as re photographs, and
atressing the need for detailed information regarding
the beaches, I asked for a submarine roconnalssance
of thsse beaches and arranged that we should send one
of our to I,0,8 to Malta bofore we salled from the
United o He would remain in !ialta to rejoin our
convey on D=2 with all the latest information and photo=
graphs, I also arranged for them to send to me in
England one of their own photo I.0:8 to arrive a week
before we sailed, and he was to be fully briefed with
the latest informntion up to that time, I arranged
that Slst (Highland) Livision would send on L.0. to
me who would arrive one week before we saoiled, and
fully bdriefod on their operation.

I left Ceiro with iy party at 1105 hrs, Sunday, 9 liay 45,
Admirsl Vien and his staff officer did not return with
uss Je stopped at Castel Benito, Gibraltar, and finally
landed at Lyneham Airfield after owr navigator had almost
lost me somewhere over Eires From here we proceeded to
London by train arriving at 1500 hrs, 11 lay.

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/G.0.Ce,
Memorandum of conversation betwecen General
Simonds and liajor Sesia at H.Qs 2 Cdn Corps,
12 lar 4*0)

96 ¢ Roference to ths excursion over Eire is amplified in
aome notes of Major Knight's regarding the trip. Under the
heading 11 lay he writes:

A near catastrophe. If it had not beon for the e xcollent
map reading of Maj.-Gen. Simonds, we would have landed

in Ircland end been interned. Fortunately, the poor
navigation was noticed and 1t was pointed out to the
navigator that we were over Ireland and NOT snd,

with the result that the course was changed. We landad
at an airfield near SWINDON, and travelled the balance

of tl® Journey by rail (where navigating is not neces-
sary, end we were sure of arriving at our destination)esse

(Hiat Se¢ File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/K/F,
hjor A.I'. m@t’ "Notee for Dol QeMeGe

War Diary",)
A % QY Aspects of the Planning
97 With General Simonds' return, planning increased

at an intense pece. ILittle time could be lost as deadlines

for finel leoading and shipping dates were approaching. The
operational plen will be presented in detall below, At this
point 1t would be well to consider certain "A" and "Q" aspects
of the detailed plamning for the employment of a Canadian force
in a climate very different from that to which they had been
accustomed during threé years of training in Englgnd, Lt.=Col,
Gilbride, AJd. & QeMsGoy; 1 Cdn Inf Div, discussed many of the
administrative problems in the planning of "HUSXY"™ at a later
date, His acocount is in part as follows:

The planning for operation IUSKY inwolved a great
number of detailed calculations and many problems
which had never risen before presented themselves,
such as waterproofing of Sherman tks and the type of
equipmont Cdn Army personnel should bring with them
into battle,; when fighting with British fmms. The
spar¢ parts sltuation in the Nlddle East and the
gources of maintenance had to be considered plus the
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type of veh for beach landing, for example, 4 x 4 vehs
to cross sandbars, cutting out water trailers and
using water trucks instead. We had to meke certain
that nothing was forgotten since there would be no
shipping from the United Kingdom for this operstion
until 42 days after the lending..... .

The Maintenance Project covered practicslly all de=-
talls, from which we knew the contents of every
lorry, and the drivers themselves knew what was

in their lorries, where they were to go on landing
and once they arrived there, what to do.viss.e

When the waterproofing of vehs was completed vehs and
stores were called to the ports of emberkation and
this proceeded smoothly. ile were asble, in addition,
to work in quite a number of spare vehs, but although
we vere assured that the majority of our 3-tonmers
were satisfactory and that the heights of the cabs
were correct, we found that we had to cut down loads
and helghts on a lot of the vehs at the last minute.
The stowing of the vehs was carried out efficiently
and without hindrance.

Ve also had to make detalled arrangements in moving
important stores to vehs such as amn, supplies and
water. We had to make sure that the right stores
and man were placed on the right veh to balance out
the proper sub convoy.

During all the administrative planning we deslt with
the Wrr Office on any special equipments or changes of
equipments, vith CMHQ for any requests to depart from
Canadian policy and on "A" matters and with 1 Cdn
Army for completion of Gl098 equipment. Our greatest
difficulty was the fact that this Division was not
completely mobilized when we commenced prerparing for
a combined operation. Had the Division been previously
mobilized it would not have been as difficult a pre-
p:ration as it turned out to be during the planning
STa8BCssrssasns

(Hist See File Itely 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/D,
Account by Lt.-Col. W.P. Gilbride, A.A. & Q.M.G.,
1 Cdn Div. Given 9 Oct 43 at Div H.Q. erea near
LUCERA, 1ltaly.)

98. Many of the importent decisions of the "A"™ and "Q"
Planning resulted from the visit of Brigadier Beament and Lt.-Col.
Tow to North Africa and the lMiddle East. They attended meet~-
ings at CAIRO and ALGlERS at which a wide range of "A™ and "Q"
matters were discussed, Decisions were made and brought back
to the United Kingdom for finsl aprroval., (File P.A. l=l4-1,
Reccrd of "A" and "Q" Meceting G.H.Q., M.E.I'. 4 lfay; Record of
Meeting at A.F.H.Q,, 10 Mays Report of irip to the lMiddle East
ggdmﬂorgg ?frica by Brigadier Beament 29 Apr to 14 Mey 43, dated
ay 43.

99, It was considered essential to have a Canadian "A"
Staff element at General Alexarder's Headquarters, although as
fer as possible, the Canadian forces were to work through the
normal British Staff channels. The Canadian "A" system, however,
differed in many respects from the British, and hence required
separate treastment, As a result of Brigadier Beament's recommen=-
dation, and fcllowring approval of A.F.H.Q., & Canadian Section
G,H,Q. lst Echelon'was authcrized st General Alexander's Head-
quarters. As a basic principle, it was laid down that pll matters
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of administration wers to be dealt with to the highest degree
nwneaible through normal Staff and Command channels, The chief
functions of Cdn Sec G.,H.Q.s 1 Ech, under an A.A, & Q.M.G,
(Lt.~Col. Tow) were (a) to provide a direct liaison on 2ll ex=-
cept operational matters between the Canadian service authorities
in the United Kingdom end the Commander=in-Chief, (b) to act

as & channel of communication on administrative matters between
the Canadian Force Commander in the field and the Canadisn
service ‘authorities in the United Kingdom, or the Commander-in-
Chief, as might be zppropriate and (e¢) to provide a Csnadian
Staff Element at the Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief to
assist and advise the principal Staff Officers concernad in
matters which were peculiarly Canadian. There were to be no
Canadian representatives at intervening headquarters. (ibid.,
Speeial Instructions to A.A, & Q.M.G.,, Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 1 Ech,
ete. 23 Jun 43.)

100. A separate Canadien section was also required at
G.,H.Q., 2nd Echelen., The officer in charge of this section was

to be a representative at the Base of the Senior 0fficer of the
Ad jutant-General's Branch at Headquarters, 15th Army Group, in
matters relating to the reinforcement of the Canadian force
(ibid.). There were many knotty problems connected with the for-
mation and location of this section which are gone into in

great detail in Brigadier Beament's report.

101. To facilitate the work of these sections the Canadien
authorities were anxious to set up a separate wireless link from
Horth Africa to the United Kingdom and were prepared to authorize
formation of a speclal signals section for the job. Force 141
and the War 0fflece, however, were adverse to this proposal,
argulng that the existing channels would be sufficient to handle
the traffic, It was not until the following autumn, months after
the campaign had begun, that the project was finally approved.
(C.M.H.?. File 3/SICILY/1/3, Tels X 495 Force 141 to 7.0. 12 Jun
and 96271 W.0. - FGRTUNE 4 Jul 43; File P.A, 1-14-1, Brigadier
Genet to General McNaughton 13 Aug =nd General Montague tc Underw
decretary of State, 31 Aug 43.)

102. The provision of reinforcements for a Canadian Force
proceeding to a new theatre of operations presented speecizl probe
lems, particularly since this force was to be engaged in an
assault landing, and immediate casualties were to be expected.
To mobilize Canadian reinforcements and set them up in depots
close to the theatre of orerations, without at the same time
compromising security, presented an administrative problem of
no small importance, It must be apprreciated that =t this pare
ticular time there were very few Canadian Army personnel in
North Africa except for those known to be on attachment with
the First Army. This was one of the major questions discussed
in CAIRO during the conversations between Brigadier Beament,
Lt.~Col. Tow and the senior staff officers of Force 545,

103. To conform —ith Middle-East establishments, the
Canadian infantry battalions were mobilized to the former wer est-
sblishment of four rifle companies rather than three, and rein-
forcements were calculated on this basis (File P.A. i-14—1, Henm=
orandum of Conference =t C.M.H.Q. 27 Apr, dated 6 Hay 43).

On 29 Apr 43, Brigadier Foulkes, B.G.S., First Cdn Army reported
to General McNaughton that 1 Cdn Div was adopting the large
infantry battalion War Establishment and that the battalions
would be scaled down to assault strength by leaving out of battle
selected personnel., General McNaughton remarked that this sel-
gction "should be watched closely to ensure that ksy personnel
are available for reorgonizing units after battle®. (ibid.,
Mgmorangg? of Conversation held at H.Q. First Cdn Army, dated

29 Apr .
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104. It was decided that reinforcements would be held "on
the basis of two months at intense rates", 396 officers and

9732 other ranks. Included with these reinforcements were

M eseseel Officers suitable for employment as Grade II Staff
Officers, Two of these for Genersl Staff duties and one for
Administrative dutieS....s«.."™ Three additionsl officers were
also included who were cajsble of holding third grade staff
appointments. (File P.A, l-14-1, Tel G.S. 1128, for Stuart from
MeNaughton,y 17 May 433 Memorandum of Meeting heid at H.Q.

First Cdn Army 16 May, dated 20 May 433 C.M.H.Q. File 3/SICILY/2,
Tel 89853, 7.0, to FGMUNE, 15 Jun 430

105. This r einforcement rate might seem somewhat high but
there was a special reason. In a conversation with General

Nye, General McNaughton explained thst it was deliberate "in
order that battle e¢asualties may be returned to the United King-
dom %o educate other Canadian troops in battle craft¢t." General
Nye said that he "considered this a very sound policy.....and was
sure shipping would be availeble.” 1In a communication to General
Montague on the subject, Generzl Simends promised to co-operate,
but added that he could not "accept in any sense the view that
1st Cenadian Division is a 'battle school! through which the
maximum number of untried reinforcements is to be passed.™ Gen-
eral lMontague answered by reiterating General MeNaughton's in-
tentions but went on to say that the Divisional Commander's

right to a proper proportion of recoverable casualties would be
recognized. Lt.-Col. Tow, Officer in Charge, Cdn Sec G,H.Q., 1
Echy would have full powers to take action regarding any person-
nel not under General Simonds' command, (C.M.H.Q., File 3/SICILY¥/1
/2, lYemorandum of Conversation, General McNzughton = General liye,
12 Jun dated 14 Jun 433 Genorai Simonds -~ General Montague,

4 Jun 433 General Montague - General Simomds, 16 Jun 43,.)

106. A War Establishment was authorized for a Canadian Base
Reinforcement Depot which was to consist of a Headquarters and
four reinforcement battalions, NKos. 1 and 2 Battalions were to
be infantry reinforcements, No. 3 other arms and No. 4 an ad-
vanced Base Reinforcement DNepot with a proportion of reinforce-
ments from all arms. (5) No. 4 Battalion consisting of 117 officers
and 1338 other ranks was to be brought along on the D ¢ 3 (follow~
up) convoy. Both the War 0ffice and A.F.H.Q. were initially
opposed to this on the grounds thet it would be impracticeble to
land them jJust behind the assault troops. To send them ahead,
however, would compromise security, while to send them 211 to
North Africa at the time of the lending might leave the Canadian
force without reinforcements for a considerable time, It was
argued that the Canadians should take additional fighting trcops
instead of reinforcements, These, however, would have required
vehicles for which there was no shipping space, and it was not
realized that these reinforcements represented bodies without
vehicles and therefore could easily be tsken. Genersls Simonds
and Montague pressed thelr case and won it. As it turned out,
these reinforcements proved most useful on the beaches after the

Inf (61-794)3 CAC (10-90)3; Recce (1=-14); Arty (28-252)3

Eng (8-92)3 Sigs (3-37)3 RCASC (2-18); Meds (4-31)j

ord ( -5}& Prov ( =5). (C.M.H.Q. File 6/CBRD/1, 6/Cdn Admin/6,
Authorized Holding and Suggested Organization 4 Bn, 1 Canadian
Base Reinforcement Depot, 21 May 43,)
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landing assault when every available mén was required to assist
in the unloading bf munitions, rations and stores, HMoreover,
the Canadians found themselves in the position of having rein-
forcements aveilable during the actual fighting. Had heavy
casualties been sustained during the assault landings ond these
reinforcements not been aveilable, it would have taken at least
three weeks to replzce the manpower wastege. These and other
instences where chenges in policy were recommended and in some
cases grudgingly grented, later proved to have worked out
entirely satisfactorily and were adopted by the Eighth Army as
a whole for the subsequent landing in Itsly. (Hist Sec File
Italy 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/0/D§ Account by Lt.=Col. Gilbride
9,0ct 433 C.U.H.Q. File 3/S1C11¥/1/2, Tels £4711, 86153 and
6843, W.0. to FCRTUNE (A.F,H.Q.) dated 29 Mey, 3 Jun and 5
Juny Tels AC3, ACS, AC6, 7769, 2281 and AC21l, FCRTUNE (A,F.H.Q.)
to W.0. dated 29 iay, 1 Jun, 2 Jun, 3 Jun, 18 Jun and 18 Jun 43.)

107, - Since sufficient other rank reinforcements were

not availeble from the reinforcement units in the United Kingdom,

goge were dravn from other Canadian field formations as listed
elows

2 Cdn Div - 322 3 Cdn Army Tk Bde 150
3 Cdn Div 379 1 Cdn Army Tps 35
4 Cdn (Armd) Div 276 1 Cdn Corps Tps 13
5 Cdn (Armd) Div 247 2 Cdn Corps Tps 24

Lorne Scots Trg Bn 117

. Requirements for officers were met solely by demands on rein-
forcement units (File P.A. 1-14-1, A.D.A,G, (A) to Senior
Oofficer C.M.H.Q., 18 May 43).

108. For obvious security reasons, units concerned were
not told the reason for this trensfer and so they took the op-
portunity, in many csses, of unloading thelr worst soldiers
and tradesmen who were out of practice in their trades. The
Commanding Officer, Colonel Basher, reported considerasble dif-
ficulties in the initial organization of 1 C.B,R.D. but by the
time it was ready to sall the standard of discirline had
improved, (C.M.,H.Q. File 6/CBRD/1, Colonel Basher to D.A.G.,
C.M.H.Qey 25 Jun 43.)

109, Medical arrangements were another important phase

of the "A" Planning. The original plans provided for the in-
clusion in Force "Y" of No., 5 Canadian General Hospital which
was to remain packed on shipboard with a view to setting up in
Sicily at the earliest possible date, Brigadier Beament, however,
had not been srtisfied that the medical provisions were on a
sufficient scsle, and suggested that additional Cenadian medical
units be despatched. It was planned to evacuate Canadian casu-
2lties westward from Sicily and TRIPOLI to SCUSSE and SFAX and
it was therefore considered exyedlent to have a Canadian hos-
pitsl in the latter vicinity. The British authorities welcomed
this proposal. 'C,M.H.Q. therefore offered the Wer Office to
provide the following additional medical units:=-

One 1200 bed Hospital (15 Cdn Gen Hosp)

One Cdn Convalescent Derot (1 Cdn Ccnv Depot)
Two Cdn F.S.Us. (Nos 1 and 2)

One Cdn F.T.U. (No 1)

The offer was accepted. (P,A, 1-~14-.1, Brigasdler Beament's Report,
21 May and Memorendum re Meeting at H.Q. First Cdn Army, 16
May 43, dated 20 May 43.) L

110. As a general policy it was lsid down that until such
time s a port was secured and a genersl hospitasl londed (prob-
ably not for several deys) all casualtles would be evacusted from
the Island, except for trivial eases, end cases too sgverely“iﬂjure
to be moved. An esitmate of casualiies was made which happily
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proved to be very much greater than was the case:
The estimated numbers requiring evacuation ares

D to D plus 6 3200
D plus 7 %0 D plus 14 1500
D plus 14 (and woekly thereafter) 875

Thease flgures may be broken down es follows:

D 1000
D plus 1 600
D plus 2 500
D plus 3 400
D plus 4 300
D plus 5 200
D plus 6 to D plus 13 200 dally
D plus 14 onwards 125 dailly
Of the ebove figures for casualties half will be
8ltting and helf lying.
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdan Inf Div/R/1,
Operation "HUSKY" lMaintenance Project of
. 1 Cdn Div, 14 Jun 43, Sec 16,)
1ll, A auggestion that the Canadien hospital ship "Lady
Nelson" be placed on the North-Africe - United Kingdor run was
rejected ( )s Other small units authorized as a result

of Brigadier Peament's recommendations ineludeds

1 Canadian Dental Company

A Cansdien Graves Keglstration Unit

1 & 2 Canndien Line of Communications Provost Sections
(to service Canadian Reinforcement Uuits)

A detachment of l'irst Canadian Army Bgse Post 0ffice.

{(1bid., See also pars 246 below.)

112, Several othor detachments accompanying the Force may
be noted here. Arrangements for news coverape must be made in
planning for any ca gn in modern warfare. This was the re-
sponsibility of No, 1l Canadlan Public Relations Lotachment

under the command of Major C.We. Gilchrist, There were to be a
conducting officer and two correspondents with each Canadian
Force for the actual landing, followed by & reinforcement

of further corrospondenta conducted by another officer. The
"assault" correspondents wore to join their formation during

the training in Scotland, wearing capteins! "pips" instead of
their press badges, for security reasons. (Hlst Sec File:
Sicily/1 Can PR De'b/c/Ds Account by Maje CsWe Gillchrist, A«D.P.Re
for Canadian forces in "HUSKY".,) General McNaughton directed that,
"They will be fully trmusted, treated with complete frankness

and glven every proper fnciiity for their work". On their
atgacgmon‘b to 1 Cdn Inf Div the G.S.0., 1 issused a note to the
effocts

The Div PRO will facllitate war correspondents in getting
the news in the fleld and will arrange speedy transmission
of their reports to the rear. Vhen no correspondents are
with the formation he wlll himself collect and tranemib
news reporta to the rears

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY®/1 Cdn Inf Divg PR
Sec Directive signed by G.8:0. 1, 17 May 43.)




113. Film and photographic sections were also attached to
the Divisional Headquarters (6), to obtain records of training
gﬁduopgrations for publieity and military purposes (ibid.,

ay -

114, An innovation in the Canadian Army for this cam-
palgn was the stecial appointment of an Historical Recorder

and a Wer Artist to accompany the Canadian Division. The

duties of the historical Officer, Captain Sesia, previously a
G.S,0, 3, 1l Cdn Inf Div, were to collect narratives of per-
sonnel participating in important phases of operations, to ensure
the preservation of documents, etc., of historical value, and
to keep a diary of his own observations, Liesutenant Ogiivie,
e distinguished Cenadian artist, with considerable military
experience, was to make "the fuilest possible pictorial record
of the operations®., (FP.A. 1l-l4-1 General Montague tc H.Q,

1l Cdn Div, 21 Mey 433 C.P.S File 2000/1, C.M.H.Q. to 1 Cdn
Divy 11 May 43.)

115, Because of lack of shipping space it was necessary
to shut out several units of the 1 Cdn Inf Div force from the
assault and follow=up convoys, namely 3 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp, the
balance of 1 Cdn Div R.A.S8,.C,, consisting of H.Q. M.T. Coy, one
Tpt Pl, 2 Comp P1l, one R.D,I, and one Wksp Pl, and 4 Cdn Recce
Regt (less one sqn) with its L.A.D. (C.M.H.Q, File, Memorandum
re Order of Battle, 16 May 43, Appendix "D"), Lt.-Col. Gil~
bride commented on this deuis{on as followss

«ssslt was necessary to cut down on the number of
administrative units that would be taken but ar-
rangements had to be made to ensure that those brought
would be sufficient to maintain the fighting units,
One large RCASC unit was made up (composite coy) which
had a large workshop and HQ plus five pls with suf-
ficient RDI (relief driver inerement) to allow for

24 hr driving and service station maintenance as vehs
came in. A pl from this composite coy for instance,
was used to carry defence stores and airfield con-
struction stores rather than to draw vehs from the
British General Transport Company and also a pl was
used from the 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde RCASC to cater for

12 CTR which was under comd this Division.

We decided that it would be better to take almost two
complete Bde Workshops resther than three very reduced
ones so that we eliminated 3 Cdn Inf Bde Workshop and
since there was room for only one workshop in 'Y? Force
convoy it was further decided that it would be better
to have a third line Inf Tps \Vkshp which could work

on Cdn vehs and could do second and third line repairs,
There was included an adv wkshp det to work with 12
CTR. This proved to be most successful during the
operation. Also included was a recovery tk wkshp which
was used on beach recovery and it worked with the beach
group. It was then felt that there would be need for
some system of Ordnance supplies to follo= Div but
there was no space available for a lsrge Div Sub Pk so
we included a2 Div Sec of the Sub Fk especially scaled
on the D' plus 3 convoy and had the Div Sub Pk proe

S G e e G e e e e GRS e e S e

(6)

Film Sec: 1 Ooffy, 3 Sgt cameramen, 5 O.Rs.
Photo Sec: 3 Offf Photographers, 4 Q.Rs.
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ceed with 'Y' Force, This also later proved to be
essentlial hecause our landing reserves were tsken over
by Corps and subsequently by Army and 're “ould not have
hed any spsres at our diSpOSa} if we did not have the

Div Sec.
(Gilbride Account, op, eit.)
116. With regerd to the matter of Honours and Awerds "it

was agreed thet in principle immedicte swerds which ere within
the delegetive power of Combined Force Commander should be
available to Canadisns in the same menner ond under the srme
circumstances as they are avallable to British Service troops®
P.A. 1-14-]1, Memorandum of Meeting held at H.Q. First Cdn
Army, 16 May 43, deted 18 Mey 43, see also Tel A1618 General
lcNaughton to General Stuart, 18 Mey 43).

117. Preperations on the "Q" side were just as compli-
cated. No item of equipment, no matter how small, could be
overlooked, since there would be no shipping from the United
Kingdom for this operation until 42 deys after the lending.

A most important decision taken was that Canadian vehicles
would be used entirely. Thompson sub-machine guns had to

be taken because Sten guns were not used in the liddle East.
Due to maintenance being provided from the Middle East all
Signal Equipment of Caned’an manufacture, esyecially the No
19 wireless set, had to be withdrawn and provision made for
substitution of British equipment on Dritish scales for core-
responding unicts, A new weapon, the P,I.A.T. (Projector In-
fentry Anti-Tank), was slso inciuded. This weapon was still
on the secret 1ist at the time. 17=-pounder guns were issued
to the Anti-Tank Regiment while the infantry 2-pounders were
replaced by 6-pounders. The Saskatoon Light Infentry, Sup-
port Battalion in the Division, ~1s0 rece’ved new weapons,
nzmely the 4.2" mortar and the Oerlikon., The new light-type
respirator was also issued, as well as a new mark of anti=-

ges ointment. In addition to bringing special arms and equip-
ment, it was also found necessary to chonge the organization of
certain administretive units, at the same time ensuring that
those brought would be sufficient to maintrsin the fighting
units. (Gilbride Account, op, cit.; Hist Sec File 1 Cdn Inf
Div R.C.0.C./B/F, Summ¢ery of Freparation, (A.D,0,.S.), 28 Mey 43).

118, Since the eerlier decision not to use rule trens-
port (para 41) was rev:sed again, an ex-cevalry officer and
rmileteers who had exrerience with mule trensvort were attached
to the Division and over 100 sets of pack saridlery taken slong.
(C.P.S. File 2001, Minutes A & Q Conference, 28 Apr 43/"1
Canadian Division Fores 'X' Maintenance Project", see para

125 belowj Gilbride Aecount, op. eit,)

119. Nor was the comfort of the troops overlooked:

+esssssdlso provided were comforts for troops
such as E.F.1,(7) stores. These were provided
for on a full scale for 30,000 tg: for 30 days
and among other things included beer and spirits.
We were told that provision for this was unneces-
serily taking valuable shigping space,.,.We found
that tonnage space was avallable for these stores
and we brought them along....

(Gilbride Account.)

E.F.1. Expeditionary Forces Institutes,a brench of the N.A,A.F.I.
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120. The special equipment referred to by Lt.=Col. Gilbride
(pera 97 sbove) was distributed sometimes on a lavish seale, e.g.
45,000 mosquito nets were provided. This equipment 1nc1udea

khaki drill clothing for tropical wearj short puttees; special
camouflage paint (to conform with Middle East requirements)j rope
soled shoesy tinted eye shields and glassesjsand channels and

matss inver&ip sledges; wading stretchers for motorcycles; watere
proof coversj air and ground recognition discs and strips in ace
cordance with Middle East specificationj pack saddlery, Yukon
packs snd Everest carriers (for mountain warfare)j enti-melarial
sets, bush nets, fl{ swatters and flit guns. (Summery of Preparation
(A.D.0.S.) op, cit. There were also, of course, all the verious
forms of motor trensport used by a modern army.

121. The most important addition to the vehicles enumerated
above was the D,U.K,77. The D,U,K.W, (or "Duck") is a normal 2%
ton 6=wheeled truck which has in fact a boat bullt around it,

All six wheels are power driven. On entering the water the power
is transferred to the rropeller, the D.U.K.7, being steered by a
normal steering wheel az2cting es the helm. 1Its seaworthiness is
good and its performence through heavy surf remorkable. The maxi~
mum speed in water is better then six knots, If the propeller
fails, the D.U.K,7, can be driven for two miles by the wheels. Its
primary task was the transfer of stores from ship to shore. Be=-
cause of 1its emphibious powers it was the only craft that had no
fear of the sandbars which it was expected would be found off

the beaches vhere the Cznadian Division was to land., Indeed, in
case of emergency as will be seen, it could even be used in place
of L.C.A., to carry assault troops ashore. 350 of these Arerican=
made amphibians were sllotted to the Eighth Army, and 100 were
sent direct from the United States to the United Kingdom for the
lst Cenadian Division. (C.M.H.Q, File 3/S1CILY/l, "DUK./S" for 1
Cdn Inf Div, copy dated 15 May 43 of a document brought back from
N.A. by Brigadier Beament,)

122, There was probably no other item of equipment for the
Expedition that caused more anxiety than these 100 D,U.K,VWs,
Until the last moment it was uncertain whether they would arrive
in time to be loaded. The loading also presented considerable
difficulty for it was essential if they were to fulfil their ob=-
Jeet, that these amphibians be loaded so that they might be
launched at an early hour after arrival. It was planned to have
4}g§€1°at by first 1izht on D-day and a further 21 by the same

n .

123. The training of special drivers was yet another problem
since the D,U.K,Ws., were so late in arriving. It was arranged for
one officer and two driver mechanies to fly from North Africe to
the United Kingdom to trein two smphibien platoons, R.A.S.C., at
the Combined Treining Centre near INVERARAY, Scotland. Only two
D.U.K,Ws. were available until the first consignment arrived

from the United States eerly in June. Orders were given for these
to be rushed immediately to the C,T.C, so that all drivers might
have practice driving them prior to loading., (Correspondence

and memorenda on this subject are very numerous. The following
files were drawn upon: C.F.S, File 1018 Tels 141F/104/G (F), 518
FURTUNE to ¥.0., 12 May, GP (1) SD/3038, Force 545 to W.0., 14
May, 80509, W.0. to A.F.H.Q., 17 May, 80826, W.0. to Force 545,

18 HeyB6460, 1.0. to 12th Army, 4 Jun 43; C.P.S. File 1018

War Cobinet Joint Plennine Staff, Minutes of Meetings dated 18,
264 31 Mayj C.P.S, File 2209/2 "Amphibious Vehicles"; C,FP.S,
Telegrams File, Tels 445 and W 417/711, A.F.H.Q. to W.0., 11 and
12 M=y 43,.)

124. All the sbove and hundreds of other items too numerous
to mention here made the Tanadien Force a ®rmidable ‘one for, as



~45-

General Simonds was told at the War Office, this was "“to be the
best found Expedition which ever left the United Kingdom" (P.A.
l-14-1, Memorandum dated 14 May 43).

125. Hany other "A" and "Q® decisions were embodied in
"Operation "HUSKY" !iaintenance Project of 1 Canadien Division®,
dated 14 Jun 43, a very detailed and comprehensive document, the
result of long weeks of intensive plamnning, (Hist Sec File
"HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/R/I, Operation "HUSKY" lMsintenancs Froject.)

126. Four major polnts affecting the administretive plen
were stressed in the first section of the orders

(a) Scarcity of water in the PACHINO PENINSULA and
the uncertainty of finding water for replenish-
ment necessitates an eXceptionally large quantity
of water being taken by the Assault and the Im-
mediate Follow Up convoys. In addition special
engineering facllities viz, well boring and dis-
tillation appar~tus have been included in the
stores taken by the Assault and Immediate Fecllow
Up convoys,

(b) There are no ports in the PACHINO PENINSULA, con-
sequently provision must be maintained over the
beaches for a considerable period in the prelime-
inary stages of the campaign.

(e) The hilly nature of the hinterland entails the
possible use of mainteining warfare equipment at
an early stage in the operation.

(d) Melaria is very prevalent in SICILY and special
precautions must be taken agsinst this disease,
which includes the landing of large quantities of
anti-malaria equipment.

(ibid., Sec 1)
127. The administrative intention was expressed as followss

To maintain Force "X" including Royal Navy and Royal
Alr Force components, over the beaches from D~ to D plus
21, building up by D plus 14, a reserve of 10 days main-
tenance for the Force.

(M- ? Sec 2)

128. The Divisional Maintenance Area was to be organized and
controlled by Headquarters, 103 Sub-Area (Beach) until Headquar=
ters, 30 Corps, assumed responsibility. 3 and 4 Beach Groups under
command of this Headquarters were sctuslly to establish the Main-
tenance Areas and handle all stores for the Division., During

the early stages 1st Canadian Division also had responsibility for
certain Neval and Air Force stores (ibid., Secs 4, 5, 6 and 8).

129, Two Docks Operzting Companies were included in Force
"X" under command of the P.M.L.O,, 1st Cenasdian Division, for
unloading the Assault and Follow Up convoys (ibid., Sec 10).

130. Motor transport had to be kept to the minimum because
of shortage of ship space, so the following secsles were lald downi

(a) Pirst Line - Formations in the Assault Convoy will

an th 'Assault Scale! of transport and will be
brought up to 'Light Scesle! on the D-plus 3 Convoy.

(b) Second Line - Owing to the limited shipping space
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a reduction in second line transport ill
be necessary...

, (ibid,, Sec 1°)

131. The nature of the operation also involved the use
of several different types of rations which were listed as follows:

Emergency (chocolcste) Ration - 1 pcr man

48-hour Mess Tin Retion - 1 per man

Armoured Fighting Vehicle Packs 3 days reserve for Tank and
Reconnaissance Regiments

For all troops and FPrisoners
of War until D plus 24,

COMPO Peck (14 men)

Tommy Cookers (1 per Mess Tin
Ration)
Self-Heating Soup

1 per man
1l tin per men (assault troops
only)

Brerd 111 NOT be available...se.

One emergency ration, one 48-hour mess tin ration and one Tommy
cooker were to be issued to each man after emberkation. (ibid., Sec

15.)

132. Due to the shortrge of water referred to sbove its issue
was restiricted to a maximum of one gallon per man per day for zll
purposes. It was stressed that all units must capture and con-
trol with the least possible delay all available sources of water
within their respective areas, but local supplies were to be
regarded as dangerous until tested by medical personnel. During
the voyage all troops were to be issued with sterilization teblets
and carefully instructed in their use. (ibid., Seec 15 A.)

133. A section on Civil Affairs provided that a militery
governrent for the administrsztion of the civilian inh~bitants in
the territory weuldbe esteblished immediately ofter occuprtion ,
Civil Affairs Officers were to be attached to the Divisionel
Headgusrters to look after "the early resumption in the territory
of law and order and the normal life of the ecivilian population”,
but as long as active operations continued they were not to con-
cern themselves with communications, transport, or public utilities,
(1bidt ? Sec 2?.)

134. Other sections d:'ailed instructions for provost corpyg,
engineer services, postal services, ammunition, fuel and »upplies,
ordnance, and R.E.M.,E, stores, lebor, salvage, chaplains and burials,
graves registration; intercommunicstion, documentation, handling of
Prisoners of Jar an& specisl methods for de—uaterprooflng of vehicles.

135. Early in June as the planning was being compl:ted Brig-
adier Sewell, D.A. & Q.M.G,, of 30 Corps arrived from North Africa
to go over all the administrative aspects of the operation with
the Canadien "A & Q" Staff, He also visited the Division during
its final training in Scotlend. (C.P.S. File 1034, Notes on

Visit of Brigadier Sewell, 6 Jun 43.)

Iraining in Scotland

136. While the Headquarters st=ffs were busily proceeding

with planning in LONDON, the troops were %ust as busily engeged in
special training in Sco%lend. The three brigade groups of 1 Cdn

Inf Div hed recently undergone basic combined operations troining

at the Combined Operations Training Centre, at INVERARAY, Scotland, (8)

e S e e e e s OO O G e e e O

{8) Divisional Staff Oificers had attended a Combined Operations Planning

Course at LARGS at the beginning of the year.
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but this alone was not considered sufficient to fit them for an
operational role (Hist Sec Reyort No. 93). The little time
available for advanced combined operations training had made it
necessary to send the Canadians into training areas in Scotland
immediately after they took over from 3 (Br) Div.

137. Although 1 Cdn Div, like the cther oversezs Canadian
Divisions, was made up in its rank and file of ypeople from the
breadth and length of Canada, there is no doubt that the in-
fluence of Canada's three Permanent Force infantry regiments and
Permanent Force supporting erms gave 1t characteristics peculier
to itself. This was the Division which came overseas in 1939
under General McNaughton, which found itself almost embroiled

in the British European defeat in 1940, which stood on guard

in Britain thereafter, which sent a sm»sll foree to SPITSBERGEN in
1941, and which smarted under the de¢ sion to give 2 Cdn Div

the role of participating in the DIEPIE operation in August 1942,
There is no doubt that 1 Cdn Div considered itnelf the logical
cholce for the next major operation in which the Canadian Army
shodld become engeged.

138. During the preceding six weeks the lst Division had
engaged in a series of exercises - "MAPLE III", "PRESENT", "PAST",
MIELSH" « which were carried out on a major scale., 1t was a re-
merkable coincidence that in one of these exercises the south
coast of Sussex was made to represent the south coast of Siecily
on which the Canpdian Army, together with American forces, were
siad to hrve esteblished bridgeheads. The final exercise lasted
eight days involving the longest moves by convoy in the Division's
history up to thet tiie, which stood the Division in good stead
when it found itself operating under similar eircumstances in
actual battle. In addition to this treining the Division con-
tinued to maintain its anti-invasion role in East Sussex. (Evidence
of Hist Offr 1 Cdn Inf Div.)

139. In order thet undue attention would not be directed
tovards 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde after these forma=-
tions head rroceeded to Scotland for advanced trazining, the
B.G.S. Pirst Cdn Mrmy issued a Directive stating that arrange=-
ments had been made for advanced combined training for 1 Cdn Div
and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde under Scottish Command, and that the units
of both these formations would move in accor&ance with a schedule
issued by the War Office. The Direetive concluded by saying
that arrangements for training 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs would be ise-
sued at & later date. (C.M,H,Q. File 3/SICILY/1, Letter B.G.S,
First Cdn Army to Comd 1 Cdn Corps, 24 Apr 43.)

140, On 25 Apr 43 a Training Directive was issued by the
War Office which outlined a programme to be followed by 1 Cdn
Div and 1 Cdn Tk Bde with a view to undertaking (a) an op~
posed landing, (b) subsequent land operations including moun=-
tainous country." The treining programme consisted of advanced
assault training for the Infantry Brigade Groups at C,T.C.
INVERARAY and refresher basic training for Divisional and Army
troops at C,7.C., TOWARD, It was directed that 1 and 2 Cdn Inf
Bdes would be trained as assault Bdes and 3 Cdn Inf Bde as a
follow-up Bde. 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde was to take over the Sherman
tanks from 33 (British) Army Tk Bde and commence training on
these. In addition to the above, certesin British units in-
cluding 142 (S.P,) Regt, R.A. (self-propelled Arty), 70 Med
Regt, R.A.y and 75 and 104 L,A,A. Regts, R.A., which formed part
of the asszulting forces, were to trein with Divisional Troops.
Nos. 3 and 4 Beach Groups (specially~-treined troops for main-
talning the beaches onge the bridgehead is secured) had also
commenced trrining under previous arrengements and were to cone
tinue under these arrangements., It was directed that all this
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training was to be ¢arried out with the assistamnce of lst (Bri-
tish) Corps who were supervising that of 3rd (British) Division,
(C.P.8. File 2152, Directives for Training 1 Cdn Div and Ate
tached Troops,; 25 Apr and 1 May 43 and 1 Cdn Div Treining Pro=-
gramme at C,T.C.S., 26 Apr 43, both signed by Director of Military
Training, W.0,)

141, It was General Simonds'! express desire that as much
mountain training as possible be included, if time permitted,
for %the whole Division and for 3 Cdn Inf Bde in particuler.

It was originally intended thet 3 Cdn Inf Bde would pro¢eed to
Weles for mountain treining but this was later changed and the
Brigade took this training st CRIEFF, Scotland, instead. (ibid.)

142, The training period as laid down for each Brigade
Group at INVERARAY was as followss

1 Cdn Inf Bde 30 Apr - 8 May 43

2 Cdn Inf Bde 9 May - 17 May 43

3 Cdn Inf Bde 19 May - 26 May 43

In eddition, 3 Cdn Inf Bde would take mountain warfere training
in the CRIEFF ares under the direction of a training team sup-
plied by the Commandent, lountain and Snow Warfare School,
GLENFESHIE, Scotland, This training was to be undertaken prior
to groceeding to INVERARAY for the period stated sbove. It was
further directed that 33 (British) Army Tk Bde would give 1 Cdn
Army Tk Bde all possible assistance in their training (ibid.).

143, Sueh was the programme, as outlined above, to be fol=-
lored by the Canadian formations., On 29 Apr 43, the advance
party of 1 Cdn Inf Bde arrived st INVERARAY and the main body
arrived on the following day. From this date onwards, units

in Sussex packed up and proceeded to Scotland by reilway and
road, leaving behind reer perties who clesned up the evecuvated
arees, settled accounts, disposed of surplus kit and equipment.
(Evidence of Hist Offr, 1 Cdn Inf Div.) Most of the troops were
moved to their new locations by train but the Division's motor
transport proceeded by convoys passing through the heesrt of
LUSDUN enroute (W.D.,, P.F.C.L.I. 95-8 May 43).

144, The headquarters of formations of 1 Cdn Div in Scotland
were located as followss

H.Q. 1 Cdn Div and

H.Q. R.C.A., 1 Cdn Div  TRGON S.8153
H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde KILUMARNOCK S.9260
H.Q., 2 (én Inf Bde HAMILTON T,2177
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde GILMERTON 0.3945
(C,M,H.Q File 3/SICILY/1, Location Statement,
12 May 43). _
145. In conjunction with the training of the Infantry

Brigades, the Supporting arms, and the verious units of the Ser-
vices (Medical, Army Service &orps, Ordnance, ete.), courses

were also held for speclalists such as driving, waterproofing,
enti-tank gunnery, etc. Assault boat drill (getting in and out

of moek-up L.C.A, with fighting equipment) was held under the
supervision of Royal Navy instructors. Under this arrangement

every possible effort was made to take advantage of the avall=-

able time left for training. Waterproofing of wvehiclies had to

be completed by 28 May when they would commence moving to the

ports. All loading of stores and motor transport had to be com-
pleted in the Bristol Chiannel and Manchester area by 12 Juny in

the Mersey by 13 Jun and in the Clyde area by 14 Jun., It was

thus obvious that little time could be wasted during the training
period allotted to both Canadian formations. (See C,P.S. "Training”
File, 2150 and 21523 note Programme of Events, 16 May 43.)
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146, The week's training thet each Brigade completed at
INVERARAY included hardening trasining, hill climbing, practice
with serambling nets, assesult lendings, fast marches; and sniper
traeining. Several exercises, involving unloading from large
. ships into L,C.A. by night and landing on beaches, were the

high features of the intemse programme. (%.Ds., F.P.C.L.,I., R.C.R.,
R. 22e¢ R., for May ‘3.)

147. Apart from the week at the C.T.C., each battalion
carried on a full syllabus of trasining and participsted in
several brigade schemes. The dailly routine included P,T.: "bayo-
net practjce, cross-country runs snd unarmed combat.. Thers

were also frejquent night patrols, special instruction for of-
ficers in the use of the number i& wireless set and practice

in the use of the compasgs at night. Special instruction was .
given in veach exit drill, the breaching of gaps in mine flelds
with emphasis on the Bangalore Torpedo, the use of mine detecting
apparatus, the P.I.A.T?nfconsidered a "No. 1 novelty"), in moun-
tsin werfare training and in drill for the new light type of
respirator, (ibid.) i 5B

148, on 15 lMay 43 through & Directive on Operation,l Train-
ing General Simonds informed all his Commanders and Commanding
Officers that 1 Cdn Div would go into sction and thet the blow
against the enemy would be in Europe, opening with an assauli
landing. General Simonds stressed the need for taking advane
tage of every possible feecility available to complete the battle
training of the Division. He then outlined import-nt points
besed upen lessons learned from ths recent fighting in the Mid-
, dle East which he had witnessed but a few months previously.

‘ (C.M.H.@. File 3/51C1L¥/1, G,0.,C, to all Comds and C.O0,'s 1

Gdn Div, dated 15 May 43.)

149, The intensive training culminated in twc major ex-
ercises, the second of which was to be a rehearsal of the sctual
assault, The first of these, knovn by the code name "WETSHCD®,
took place on 22 May. The Divisional *G" Staff lefi thelr Plan-
ning Conferences in LONDON to »articipate in this scheme. The
object was -

(2) To exereisa the. personnel snd-a limited
nunbsr of vehs of 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bde Gps
and att tps in en opposed 1ldg and occupa~
tion of a covering posn. :

(b) To test Neval and Army sign comns especislly
during the early st-~ges of a combined ldg.

(C.P,S, Flle 2151, 1 Corpa Exercise “{/ETSHOD"
Instl'. NO. 1’ 8 u&y 4’3‘ w.Di, GlSo’ HQQG
1 Cdn Inf Div, 21 M¥ay 43.)

150, The Brigafle Groups embarked at GOUROCK and INVERARAY
respectively in the same ships that they were to use on the
operation itself. During the exercise landings took place north
and south of TROON on the Ayreshire cocast, 1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp
landed on Eeach TARE, approximately opposits MONCT(N just south
of TROON and 2 Cdn Inf Bde Gp landed on Beach UNCLE opposite
GAILES just north of TROON, (C,P.S.File 2151, 1 Corps Exercise
WJETSHOD", Special Idea -~ Canadian.)

151. The G.0.C,~in-C., First Cdn Army, witnessed the land-
ing of 2 Cdn Inf Bde Cp. He was sccompanied by the G,0,.,C. 1

Cdn Corps (Lt.-Gen., Crerer), the G.8,0, 1, 1 Cdn Corps (Lt.-Col.
Cunningham), ané Brigsdier Gibson, D.C.G.S. at N.D.H.Q, HNotes
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made by General McNaughton on the landing pointed out several
weaknesses, chief among them being the lack of control by the
beach organization. He also pointed out that there was a lack
of adequate smoke, that the verey lights were too low and that
a high percentage of the mortar flares were duds. (File P.A.
l-l4~-1, Memorandum dated 26 Mey 43.)

152. on 26 May 43, Maj.-Gen. Drew, General Officer Commsnd-
1:g the Combined Training Centre, sent hls comments on Exercise’
"WETSHOD" to Maj.~Gen. Simonds, outlining the weaknesses and
shortcomings that he and his staff noted throughout the exercise.
His main criticisms concerned '

1. The passage of information.

2, Control by junior commanders.

3, Lack of cohesion and co-ordination in attacks.
4. Fallure to establish Lt A,A. defences,

5. Week reception organization on the bezches.

6. The ineffectivenass of the Beach Group.

(C.P.8, File 2151, Director's Comments, 26 May 43.)

General Simonds replied thanking him warmly and seying that frank
criticisms ware just what he wanted. (See also Hiat Sec Fille
"HUSKY"/M "WETSHOD", containing Operation Orders, etc.)

153. After the exercise was completed, the Divisional "G"
Staff retu'med to LONDON and resumed their planning. On 24 May
all Unit Commanders likewise gathered in LONDON and were "put
in the pleture" at a briefing conference held by the G.0.C.
(W.D.y G.S.y H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 23=29 liay 43.)

154, General Montgomery visited England in the latter

part of May, fresh from his victories in North Africa. On 19
May he h2ad a conversation with General McNaughton concerning

the Canadians’ part in the ¢ operation. On the 27th he
addressed a meeting of senior officers from the three services
participating in "HUSKY"., According to General McNaughton,

“"He made a very fine impression, earned the confidence of

all present in his plans which are a marked improvement over those
put before me in preliminary studies.® The substance of the
address will be included in the subsection on the General Plan,
paras 194-213 below (P.A. l-l4-1, Memorandum of Conversstion,
Generals McNaughton - lMontgomery, 19 May dated 28 Msy 433 Cable,
General McNaughton to General Stuart, 238 May 43). Plenning was
finally com;loted by the 31st of May and Ceneral Simonds and most
of his staff returned to Scotland. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf
Div 31 May 43.)

159. Many of the plsnning personnel proceeded on a welcome
five days leave. It may be noted that it was the G.0.C. 's wish
that all ranks in the Division should have at least five days
privilege leave. A directive to this effect had been in op-
eration since 14 May, but lerve was not granted while troops were
at the C.T.C, or on %he major exercises. bid., 31 Mays C.F.S.
File 100, Minutes of A/Q Conference, 14 May 43.)

156. On the 3rd and 4th of June two divisional head-
quarters exercises ca’led "CAMPFIRE" were held to practise the
setting up of rear and forward divisional headquarters. On the
8thy 9th and 10th June, divisional signals exercises known as
"ROCKET 1" and "ROCKET é" were held at Dundonald Cemp, GAILES,
These exercises comprised "en assault landing signal practice
for all formations and attached troops in the Division". General
McNaughton attended and later disceussed the exercises with
senior officers., (W.D.y, G.S.y H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div and Bde W.Ds.
for June 433 See also Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/M "ROZKET" containing
Exercise Instructions, Signal Instructionx and disgrams &nd a
lengthy telephone log.) ¥
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157. The previous week General Simonds had completed a
thorough inspection of the whole Division, during which he
outlined his general policy to ell officers in each brigade
group and referred to the possibility of real action follow=
in the "RCCKET" exercises. (W.Ds., G.5., H.Q, 1 Cdn Inf
Div, P,P.C,L.1., R.C.R., R. 222 R., 1=7 Jun 43.)

158. The remaining days in Scotland saw the completion
of waterproofing of all vehicles, a very important tesk for a
force engaged in combined operations. From 1 Jun transport
was being despatched to the various ports of embarkation. On
13, 14 and 15 Jun the various units and headquarters closed
domm their camps on Scottish soil and entrained for GOUROCK
where they embarked on the ships that were eventuzily to carry
them to the theatre of operations. (W.Ds., G.S., H.Q., 1 Cdn
Inf Di?’ 1 2’ 3 cdn Inf Bdes’ RpCoRQ’ PcPoCQLoIo’ Rl 220 Rc,
June 1943.}

159, ‘The final briefing conference for all unit and for-
mation commanders was held in LONDON on 15 Jun (¥.D., G.S., H.Q.
1 Cdn Inf Div 15 Jun 43).

160. On 10 Jun, General MeNeughtor sent the following
cable to General Stuart in OTTAWA concerying his impressions
of the Canadian forces' training and preparations in Scotland:

Parg 1 I have just returned from a visit to formations
and representative units and apart from a few
minor difficulties in course of adjustment
everything is proceeding satisfactorily and to
schedule.

Parg 11 Demonstration of Middle East technique in tank
and infantry cooperation ;roved useful and im-
mediately afterwards 1 held a conference our
Corps, Divisionel and Army Tank Bde Comds at
which we were able to reach conclusion for uni-
form methods in Cdn Army. Copies will be sent
you later.

Para 111 Very much impressed with possibilities DUKW of
which 100 have been made availsble. This pro-
vision has meterially relieved our anxieties
over being held up on sand bars with deep water
inshore. It will substantially increase rate of
build up in early stages assault landing.

Parg IV I witnessed Signal exercise covering assault
phases which included participestion all arms
and services. Good progress in technique
drill and execution evident.

Para ¥ Heelth, physical condition and horale of all
ranks is excellent. v
ara Commanders down to Lt-Cols Comd now informed and
all I talked to have high confidence.
Para VII Waterproofing now practically complete end loading

vehicles and stores proceeding.

(C,M,H.Q. File 3/81CiLY¥/1/2, Tel G.S.
1356, 10 Jun 43, General McNsughton
to General Stuart.)
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(£) Security

161. In all the preparations for "HUSKY" and in the final
embarking of the troops securiti precautions were an especial
conslderation., The fact that the United Kingdom component of the
invasion was Canadian, made security measures more difficult
since it was generelly known that there were no Canadian fore
mations in Afriea or any other theatre of war. The divisional
Field Security Officer took special precautions during the
planning stages but felt that too many people were brought into
"the know" in the early stages. There were some breaches of sec-
urity dur the training end plenning period but the secret of
the expedition’s destination was well kept, When the troops
finally embarked in the middle of June they still had no inkiing
where they were going or whether indeed this was the real thing
or still another scheme. Speculation of course was rife, (Hist
Sec Flle "HUSKY"/1l Cdn Infi"'Div/1 Cdn F.S, Sec/C/F, War Diary 2nd
other documents on the same fllej "Summer Cruise i943“, aecouat
by Cept. D.H. Cunningham, in Hist Sec Files.)

162. Special orders were issved prior to embarkation to

the effeet that formation and unit signs, patches, designations

or flashes denoting the country of origin of the groops were to be
removed. However, once on board ship the troops were allowed to

sew their patches back on again., (C.M.H.Q. File 3/8ICILY/1/2, Agenda
for meeting 28 May, Appendix "A"3 W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, May ¢
Appendix 903 C.P.S. Telegrams File, Tel spD/105 2612, FORTUNE o W.0,,
20 May 43 and other telegramsy W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 30 Jun 43.)

163. As a further security precaution at the time of em=
barkation it was arranged to continue wireless traffic on the divi-
sional wireless links in Scotland in order to hide the movement
from the enemy (Hist Sec File "HUSKY", 1 Cdn Fd Security Se¢/C/F,

. Points discussed.....at 1.8.5.B. 861:£ Meeting, 15 May 43.) :

THE PLAN
d) ntellipg Des ption of Sieil
- "' - "'".' . c - —— T~
: ¢ SN ‘been said adb e planning for Operation _ .
d““’f' .éﬁﬁrilbi!“ to 3 what ‘thorough and detailed work was ccamnﬁished.
wr' 45 There is a tre lous amount of material available on levels
o Ing all aspects of the operational planning ¥y a

summary can be included hemes (Detailed information regarding the

« Ihtelligence planning®by’l Cdn Inf Div fop Operation "HU will be
found in Hist Sec file Italy: ;943/€-Cdn nf Div/L/D, Accounts
by Capt. G.M.C. Sprung, Int Offr, 1 Cdn Inf Div and Capt. W. Hall,
attached from Eight Army to H.Q. 1 Cdn Div as Alr Photographiec
Interpreter.)

- -—— -——— s — W e ——

- - - = !
the I1.5,1.5. (Inter Service Information Series) Report on Sicily
which was published in a number of voluwmes. The great detail which
this Report went into is well illustrated by = Supplement to the
volume, "Resources", which in 41 closely printed pasges lists 2,717
agrings to be found in the Island slong with information regar&ing
their exact locatlion, their yield per second and their utilization!
(Hist Sec File "HU 1L/Fy Port V (D) INLAND TOVWNS, Part VI, COAST
DEI'ENCES, (2) South Eestern Sieily, and & Supplemsn% to Part 11
(RESOURCES), all dated May 1943. These are the oaly volumes in the
Historical Section's files.)

166. The "1 Cansdian Division Intelligence Summary" for the
operatlion wes probably based, to a large extent, on this Report.
Everything thet might affect the course of the campesisn was taken



«5H3=

into consicderation, - the historiecal, political, geographical and
economic background of the Island and the rurely military aspects
of 1ts defences.

167. ‘The Historical Summary concludes with the following
observations:

From the foregeing it will have been seen that the
population of Siclly as a whole, as opposed to cer-
tain interests, has not been prosperous under Italian
rule. After a period of neglect by Italy, the Fascist
regime endeavoured to amelicrate the lot of the people
and were apparently succeeding to some extent (although
promises and exrectations exceeded actual accomplish-
ments), but the foreign policy of Mussolini has largely
undone the work of years, It seems clesr that there is
opposition to the regime and to Germany and that there
is a separatist movement favourable to this countryg

of the strength of this movement it is, of course, dif-
ficult to judge, but there would appear to be little
doubt that conditions are such as to promise good re-
sults from its encouragement at the appropriate moment.

(Hist Seec File "HUSKY", 1/Cdn Inf Div/L/
Fy 1 Canadian Division Intelligence Summery. )

168. The succeeding section gives a detalled account of the
gevernment and administration of the Island, for as the Canadians
were to discover, an invading army faces considerable local ad-
ministrative problems in occupying enemy territory, and some
knowledge of the previous system of 2 dministration is most neces-

sary (ibid.).

169. The population, according to 1936 statistics, numbered

3,929,444, 1t was irregulorly distributed, mostly in townsa, be-
cause of the fear of malaria in country districts. The character-
%sgias of the populrtion and the probesble attitude are noted as
ollowss

Sicilien» have been described as temperamental and

hot headed, but lecking single-~heartedness and cone
stancy for a cause, The large mass of the population

is politically apathetie partly owling to poverty. Life
is harshj the great majority of the populestion is en-
gaged in agr:culture, and except in a few favoured spots,
their life is a constant struggle for existence. Big
estates, sbsentee landlords, malaria and the great
shortage of water in a country where there is no rain from
May to October have kept the standard of living very

low. The standard of education and literacy is also
very low, some 40 per cent of the population being
unable to read or "mrite, The younger age groups are of
course more literate than the elder.

The Sicilian peasant commonly lives in 2 small town
perched on a hill and of'ten approached by a track so
steep and rough that even the Sicilian carts cannot mount
it. This isolation has helped the survival of many
old customs and habits of thought.... At the outset of

5 invasion it is possible that national pride stimulated
by Fascist propaganda, may induce the civil population
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to lend active assistance, at least In the early
stages, to the defending forces., In these circum-
stances, they might even help the Germans, though
this is most unlikely. It 1s, however, very ques-
tionable whether the efforts of the widely diseredited
Fascist propaganda machine will rally the Siciliens
in the final emergency. On the contrary, it is more
likely that the eivil population will take no active
part in military operetions, but, as at Trigoli,
greet the invading forces tith sullen indifference,
vhether they are British, Canadian or American.

(ibid.)
170. With respect to the topograghy of the Island, a
general descoription reads in part as follows:

Almogt the whole island is occupled by mountains and

hills, which fall either directly to the sea or to

restrIctad coastal plains or terraces. Apart from

these coastal plains, the only area of low ground is AdaT Ne /

that south of Mt ETNA where the lower courses of the R WMoy 45
G S1METO, R DITTAINO and R @ORNALUNGA form the flat CATANIA (l,gf‘
~ PLAIN 1iable to extensive flooding.

ssssesssin the East the valleys of the CATANIA PLAIN
penetrate inland to the EREI Mts (the DITTAINO walley
leads to the principal gap at ENNA), These hills ere
not an important barrier between East and West. In
Central and Southern SICILY the bare treeless ridges
and rolling hills composed in large pert clays and scft
rocks form difficult country; slopes are unstable and
lendslides probable,

(dpid.)

171. The climste 1s deseribed as being hot and dry during
the summer, "with conditions very constant, the temperature
mounting by day and falling by night with monotonous regularity"®.
Prevailing winds over the neighbouring seas are Northwesterly

but on the coasts they are variable. Visibility is generally

good during the day. Swell,; as opposed to sea cesused by the pre-
vailing wind, is almost non-existent on the South coast. Airfleld
surfaces, visibility and cloud are, on the whole, favourable to
aviation. (Ahﬂ-__ ¢ )

172, Detailed information is also supplied regerding com-
munications on the Island., Three classes of roads are noted.

"On nearly all routes there is a suceession of ups and downs,

and curves, owing to the mountainous nature of the Island." Grad-
ients and curves on the State roads are well engineersd, but many
of the Provincial and Communal roads, on which the canaéian Divi-
sion was destined to rely, follow a narrow and tortuous course,

(ibid.)

173. A standard gauge railway runs through most of the
coastal area while a network of secondary lines, many of narrow
gauge, serves the interior (ibid.).

Intelligence: e ispositions d Defence

174, The Intelligence Summary listed fifteen airfields in
operation in Sicily, nine of which had been newly constructed
during 1942, (See accompanying map of the Invesion of Sicily,)
The German Air Foree was thought to have a total of 452 aircraft
and 24,000 personnel (inecluding Flak (A.A.) personnel) on the
Island while the Italisns were estimpted as having 285 to 290 air-
craft and 10,000 personnel. Flylng personnel were only from six
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(9)

to seven percent of the total. (ibid.)

175. A later report indicated that all the bombers had been
moved to the mainland leaving a total of only 500 planes on the
Island, 200 being Germen (C,P.S. File 2500/3, 30 Corps, Flanning
Int Sum 3, 17 .Jun 43).

176. The wider aspects of the air situation were gone into

by General lMcNaughton in his preliminery conversstions with

General Kennedy and Brigadier Kirkwood at the War 0ffice. The
former sald "that there was informetion to show that the Germans
were short of petrol and thet the main factor to be considered in
deciding the relestive strengths of air forces was the capacity of
the available air fields.: In his opinion, this limitation gave

the Allles a decided advantage and the capture of the air fields in
the esstern sector of (Sicily) (9) on *D 1? dey would greatly
aggravate this serious limitation. Further certain preparatory
measures were to be taken, such as lerge scale raids on airfields
and ports in Italy to force the enemy fighters up, inflict heavy
casualties and wide spread damage to the existing airfields", In-
formetion from the Air Ministry indiceted "that the German Air
Force was now estimated at 4,000 first line aireraft and the Allied
Air Forces available for the proposed cempaign were equal to the
estimate of the total German Air Foreces, It was confirmed that

the Axis could not operate more than 1,700 aireraft from evallasble
fields within ronge", (File F.A, 1-14«13 Memorandum (29 Apr 43)

of Discussions held at the W.0. on 25 Apr 43.)

177. The military force defending the island was considerably
incressed during the last two months preceding the invasion. At
the meeting with General Kennedy referred to shove, General Mc-
Naughton had heen informed that there was an Italian field force

of 78,000 (including three divisions), plus 75,000 Coast Defence
Troops and about 5,000 Germans as staffs guards on airfields

or awalting transport to Tunisia. Frobable enemy reinforcements

up to "D" Day were "estimrted as additional two Italian divisions
and one additional German division, if it could be evacuated from
Tunlsia."” It was assumed thet in view of British sea supremacy, the
only reinforcement channeis open to the enemy would be across the
Stralts of Messina or by 2ir. The maximum bulld-up by these means
was est mated st one and a half divisions per week and this was
not t aking into consideration the possible interference on enemy
rallwey communications and ferry service of contemplated heavy
ellied air attack. (ibid.)

178. The Divisional Intelligence Summery contained informa-
tion up to 12 Jun concerning the enemy order of hattle, It was
mainly der:ived from a single source, which w28 considered reliable,
but confirmation was lacking. It estimated that Italian troops

on the Island, forming the Sixth Army Comrend, numbered some 229,000,
It was though% that there were two Army Corps, XI1 and XV, con-
taining a total of four field and five coastal divisions. The

XVIth Corys in the Eastern part of the Island wes tho.ght to con-
trol 4 L1VOGRNC Division, 54 NAFCLl Division, 206 and 213 Coasteal
Divisions. (1 Cdn Div Int Sum, op. cit.)

179. Later informstion indicated that 54 HNAICLI Division

had moved into the CASSIBILE-MELILLE area, to the west of SYRACUSE,

while 4 LIVURNO Division had moved into the CALTAGIRCNE area, north

east of GELA (C.P.S. File 2500/3, 30 Corps Int Sum 3, 17 Jun 43§ See
accompanying map, Appendix "A",) ,

G S e Y R S G A L S

The neme is omitted in the originel memorandum,
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180, A last-minute note on the Germen order of bettle

in Sicily estimeted a total of 20,000 Gorman troops, including
?hreetganzer Grenadier Regiments. It added the follo~ing in-
ormations '

A most secret report dated 13 Jun 43 indicates

that the Germans intend to transfer the Hermann
Goering Division to SICILY, 1I% is estimeted

thet the sirength of the elements of the division
already in the Islend is sbout 2,400. On the main-
land it 1s believed thrst there ere a further 11,000
men with about 50 field and medium guns, 100 A.A,
and A Tk guns, 120 tanks and some 2,000 MI, Losses
in Tunisia are estimated to heve becen 13,000 and it
is unlikely that any of these units epart from sonme
Flak, have yet been reformed. The Div should be
concentrated in S1ICILY by 23 Jun 43,

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/L/F
Last Minute Note on CGermzn Order of
Battlen)

181. It was later disclosed thet 15 Pz Div was also
loceted on the Island (see accompsnying map showing enemy
dispositions). '

182, It wes expected thet the Italien Coastal Divisions,
using medium and coast defence artillery and speclally pre-
pared machine gun posts, 'ould teke the initial shock until
the Fleld Divisions, concentrated ir the interilor, counter-
attacked, None of the four Itslian Field Divisions however,
had any battle experience, (1 Cdn Div Int Summarr.i 1t nay
be noted here that r~fter the lendings were effected, it was
found that practically all of the snemy dispositions were
exectly as indicated in the Intelligence Reports (Evidence of
1 Cda Inf Div Historical Officer).

183. The sector of the Sicillen cogstline assigned to
the 1lst Canadizn Division was the sendy beach COSTA DELL!
AMBRA, knowvn as Beach No. 57 or BARK WEST, vwhich extended along
the southwestern side of the PACHINC Peninsula, beginning at

a point about two miles from the southern-most tip of the
Island., For purpose of reference this beach was divided into
fwo sectors, RCGER and SUGAR, each of which were further. sub-
divided into RED, AMBER and GRFEN sections. (See Appendix “B©",
a map illustrating the attack on "D'" day.) The total length
of the beach was 8,300 yards, the width 86 to 145 feet anc the
gradient 1/88 to 1/70. There were four M,T., exits, with two
others probable. (1 Cdn Div Int Swummary.)

184, Behiné the beach was a steep limestone ridge ap-
proximetely 10 to 15 feet high which morged into dunes. Fack=-
ing this coastal strip, there were a series of salt "lakes" or
"marshes" (indicsted on the accompanying map) which were expescted
to present M.T. obstacles, although it was not certain whet the
state of these "lakes" would be in the summer time. Further
inland &s well as between theses "marsa™ areas were gently upward-
sloping vineyards, terraced with ston2 walls. At intervals
there were citrus orchards with trees Teirly closely planted

and areas of grazing land. A number of sherply cut stream :
beds, roughly aligned in a North to South directlion, were ex-
pected to present obstscles to M,T. movement. (ibid.)
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185. Three miles to the north-east of BARK WEST BEACH
was the town of PACHINO with a populstion of some 22,000, A
provincial road, macadamized but untarred, ran from ﬁACKIND
northwwest to ISPICA (SPACCAFCRNO) a nearby town of approxi-
mately 13,000 inhabitants., There was also a network of come
munal roads throughout the erea but they were of low ?uality,
probably surfaced with macadam but not tarred. (ibid.

186. Extending a mile west of PACHINO and south of the
ISPICA road was the PACHINO Airfield, the only landing ground
in the peninsula. It consisted of two roughly rectangular
strips forming a "T", the one 1,200 yards and the other 700
yards long. The normal capacity was 30 fighters with an
emergency capacity of from 60 to 80, It was thought that there
were ©ight L,A.A., positions around the landing ground, with a
total of 22 guns which, it was assumed, could be aite& for
ground defence as well, The estimated strength, including A.A.
and signals personnel, was 500 Itaslians, but it was probable
that a proportion of mechine gun companies, under commend of
the Coestal Division, were employed in the defence of the lend=-
ing ground. (ibid.)

187. The topographical feature, which was later to cause
the greatest concern, consisted of false vreaches or sandbars
which lay under water some distanca off tre shore, The water
was thought to be possibly as deep as five feet inside one

of these bars. This informetion regard Beach 57 worried
the planners, for it was obvious that if landing craft were
going to ground on the sandbars then it was essential that the
water inside the bars be not too deep for wading or driving
motor vehicles. ("HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/3/F, 1 Cdn Div (Planning)
Int Sum 16, 19 May 43,) The following is quoted from tie
Minutes of one of the Dally Inter-Service Meetings:

Ears 4

S.0.I, then gave the latest intelligence avallable
with regard to this beach and stated that if these
reports were to be relied upon it would arpear that
personnel only could be landed, and that the casual-
ties would in his opinion be very high.

(C.P.S, File 1010, Minutes of Daily Intere
Service Meeting, 12 May 43.)

188. Intelligence based on air photogrephy concerning
the local defences in this area indicated the presence of about
1% pillboxes and 20 machine gun positions as well as several
other "defended positions" and a certain amount of wire along
the beaches, There were also other pillboxes, —iring and
trenches further inlend, especially in the vicinity of PACHINO
Landing-Ground. There was a coast defence battery at MAUCINI,
about 1% miles inlend and some 100 feet above sea level, It
consisted of four medium guns with an all-round field of fire.
They were sited in an orchard on low-lying ground near a farm
house and surrounded by wire. Another coast defence battery,
less dangerous to Beach 57, was located at 981882 in the ad~
Joining British Division's sector, A third battery of fleld
guns, covering the approach to PACHINO Airfield but in range
of Beach 57, was reported at 964926, just north of the towm.
(See map Appendix "C"g) (1 Cdn Div Int Sum, op, cit. and
gaval Collation Maps, 1l and 12 attacheds 1.5,1I,S. Report on
ielly Part VI, CUAST DEFENCES, op. c;t,;

189. It was not snticipated that the destination of the
invading forces could be kept secret later than "D - 1M day.
Therefore to summarize, this is what the Cenadians considered they
might expect in the way of opposition to their landing:
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(a) Air and submarine attacks on their convoys
%aethoy n;erodtthoir do:té::t%on:llénatod by
superior strength o oy avy
and the Royal Air Forcej (10)

(b) Artillery fire from eight to twelve guns as the
landing craft approached the beaches plus machine
gun fire as they came closer inshorej

(¢c) Then sandbars to prevent craft from reaching shore
: and perhaps under~water minessg

(d) On reaching the beaches there would be wire en-
tenglements and perhaps mines and booby traps
to clear while under fire from enemy M.G. posts
and pillboxes.

190. Heavy casualties were to be expected if the enemy put
everything into their defence. The criticel point was whether the
coastal defence troops would be ready and what hesrt they would
heve in fighting. In a letter to General Simonds, General Leese
mede the following comments on Italian fighting qualities:

The beach defence »ill probably be held by Italiasns.

I expect thet the 1 ate reserves will also be
Italians, I have only once known the Italians carry
out a really active counter~attack. If we can bring
sufficient small arms to beer on them they usually
check some distance away on their counter-attacks. As
long as we have sufficient A/Tk weapons ashore to deal
with any tanks that they may hold in local reserve I

do not think we shall expect much difficulty from the
Italian counter-attacks. On the other hand the
Italian, during the Tunisia fighting, was very stubborm
in defencey in fact, during the last few months the
Italian has nearly always fought well in the defence un-
til we have closed with him., Once we hesve closed with
him he gives up. The great point ebout the Itellan is
that he does not hang on and fight, once the leading
troops have by-passed him, as is tﬁe custom with the
Germans, - a custom that makes the German such a dif-
ficult customer to mop-up.

The counter-attack which I think may give us the most
trouble is the one which may be carried out by a German
battle group assisted by tanks., I think a few hours
may elapse before this can come in as it will be diffi-
cult for them to estimate exactly where the landing has
taken place in view of the fact that the assault has
taken place so late in the night....

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1l Cdn Inf Divs
¢.0,C/E, General Leese to General
Simonds, 10 Jun 43.)

191, Italian troops defending their homeland might be
exrected to put up stiffer resistance than they had in other
theatres of war. At any rate, planning had to take the ~orst

(10) However, it is to be noted that the Navael Commander-in-Chief of
the Hediterranean Forces, Admiral Cunningham, was none too opti-
mistic about the success of the operation., Indeed, when the new
plan was first suggested, he visuallzed disaster and would not
agree to it. It was not until 14 May that he finally concurred
in what he called "having the Henley Regatta in the Siecilian
Straits". (Memorandum of Conversation, General Simonds - Major

Sesia, op, cit,)
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possible contingencies into account. Indeed, the Minutes of
one of the Inter-Service Mcetings (see psra 52 ebaove) contain
the folloing gloomy paragraphi

Para 4

G.l1 stated with regard to casuclties, that it had
been laid down that providing there was one Bat=-
talion or more of the Brigade left when the beaches
were resched they would assault as planned. If a
whole Brigade were destroyed, the action of the Bri-
gade which had been lost would be carried out by the

Reserve Brigade asssulting, with the Commandos on
their left flank.

(C.P.S, File 1010, Daily Inter-Service Meeting
27 May 43.)

192. Regarding enemy air activity, the Air Commander in
the Mediterranean issued a warning a few days prior to the
invasion that 21l troops must be prepared the first day or two
to accept cheerfully enemy air action agaeinst ships and troops
on the beaches (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/C/E, Neval Message re
Army Commenders! Conrerenooé 7 Jul 43). A.A., defences were

o

initially to be used to protect the beaches and not trcops
inland,

193, - The Naval appre=lation of the enemy Neval and Air
Forces was expressed in the following paragraphs taken from
Force V Naval Operation Order No. 1:

ENEMY FORCES. NAVAL

The enemy's Fleet is of considersble strength.
It has, however, been largely inactive in the
East, has hed 1Ittla success, and has incurred
eavy losses, Morale is consldered to be low,
end tactical abllity poor. It must, however,
be recognized that if it is ever going to fight,
1t must fight now in defence of its own country

from invasion, and that it is strategicslly well
placed to do so.

AIR FORCE

The enemy Air Forces, though of considerable
strength are greetly inferior to our own. Their
capacity for herm should be considerably limited
by the offensive action of our bombers, and by
the defensive 2ction of our supporting fighters.
Nevertheless, a considerable scale of bomber and
torpedo aircraft attack must be anticipated par-
ticulerly at dusk, dawn and by night.

(Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/RN/C/I: File No.

3, gorca V Naval Operation Order No. 1,
Fl.

(¢) The General Plan

194, As previously indiceted, the original object of
Operation "HUSKY" was simply "to seize and hold Sicily". However,
as plenning proceeded a larger objective wes developed, namely

to knock Italy out of the war as quickly as possible. This
slightly altered the role of the invading Forces, as General
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Leese explained in the letter to General Simonds duoted abcves

c..oo-The’ ObJeot no«w 15 ‘l‘-O dOlnnE‘Le the EesSi.Ha
Straits as soon as possible snd to get a footing
in the South of the mainland of Itely. 10 Corps
HQ, under Brian Horrocks, has therefore been '
brought in to plan for the pessage zcross the
Streits of lessina and the subsequent cperations
to form a bridgehead on the malnland.

(Letter General lLeese to General Simonds,
10 Jun 43.)

195. As we have seen, the Combined Force for this operation,
known as Force 141, the Army componeat being 15 Army Group,

was composed of an Eastern Task Fcres kmown as Force 545 with
the Eighth Army, the militery componsnt, and a Western Task
Force known as Force 343 with the Amarican militery force

later to become the Seventh -(U,S.) Army the military component.
The organization was a complex one oving to the fact that the
Eighth Army and the 18th Army Group were still fighting in North
Africe durdng much of the planning pariodj hence the number of
confusing code nemes given to the various headquarters, The
Order of Battle of the 15th Army Group et the opening of the
Sicilian campaign will be found in Acpendix "F® (11). (See
paras 35, 54 and 93 above.)

196. The Americen Force, under Genersl G. Patton, consisted
of 2nd Corps (1st and 45th Infantry Divisions), 3rd Infentry
Division, 2nd Armoured Division, 82ni Airborne Division, end in
reservey 9th Division (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/C/I, 14l Force Qp-
eration Instruction No., 2, 21 May 43). Their task was to meiks
three simultaneous pre-~dewn assaults on the GELA sector of the
southern coast of Sicily between CLPU SCARAMIA and LICATA, cape
ture the Port of LICATA and the alrfields of PONTE QOLIVO, BISCARI
and COMISO, and eventuelly gain touch with Eighth Army a%t RAGUSA
(ibid., Twelth Army COperation Orderj; Force V¥ Naval Operation

Order No. 1, op. cit,).

197. The newly reorgenized Eighth Army (until "D" day
known by the code nzme "Twelth Army") was divided for the assault
phase of the operation into two corps, 13 Corps and 30 Corps.

The Army Reserve consisted of the ls% Canadian Army Tenk Brigade
(less one regiment) from the United Hingdom, t~0 {ield regiments
in TRIPOLI, and 10 Corps consisting of the §8th Infantry Division,
the 1st Armoured Division, the 7th fArmoured Division, the 4th
Indian Motorized Division, the 2nd New fZealand Infantry Division
and the 6th Armoured Division., Of the latter only 78 Div actue
ally participated in the Sieilisn canpeign. (Twelth Army Op-
eration Order, op. cit.: File P.A, 1-14-1, Memorandum (1 Jun)

of Leeture ouilinIng Operation "HUSKY* by General Montgomery,

27 lay.)

198, Force 545 was to make five simultandous pre-dewn
assaults on the south eastern corner of the Isgland, with the
object of capturing SYRACUSE gnd PACHINO Alrfield and of estabe
lishing a firm bridgehead on the lins SYRACUSE - PALAZZOLY -
RAGUSA, from which an advance could be made to eapture AUGUSTA
CATARIA and the GERBINI group of airfields. 13 Corps, consisting
of the S5th Infantry Division, the 50th (Ncrthumbrian) Infantry

(11)

- - e e e

The Army Group invading Siecily beecame known as 15th Army Group

- on "D" day.



U@, © . o et o e

il

’ Division, the 1lst Airborne Division and other tro:g: wes under

1. command of Lt.~Gen, M.C. (now Sir Miles) Dempsey y in 1941,

' had been Brigadier, General Staff at Cenadian Corps Headquarters. .
5 Div and 50 Div were to land in the vicinity of AVOLA on the
beaches referred to as ACID NORTH and ACID SOUTH respectively,
while part of 1 Airborne Div was to land west of SYRACUSE and a
Commando detachment just to the south of that port. 30 Corps,
consisting of the lst Canadian Infantry Division, the 5lst
(Highlend) Division, the 231st Infantry Brigade and other troops
was under command o} Lt.-Gen, Sir Oliver Leese, Bt., who had
comnanded it during the battle of EL ALAMEIN and the pursuit into
Tunisia, 51 (H) Div was commanded by Maj.-Gen. Wimberley and
231 Bde by Brigadier Smith, The latter was to assault through

- two beaches north and south of MARZAMEMI (0094) numbered 51 and
52 respectively, and known by the code name BARK EAST. Their
immediate task was to secure a bridgehead some three miles wide
inland to the road running north from PACHINO., 51 (H) Div was
to assault on the beaches between AQUA PALOMBA (0189) and PUNTA
DELLE FORMICHE (9485) known as BARK SQUTH, Their main task was
to capture Beach 56 in the Bay RADA DI PORTOPALLO and PACHINO town.
1l Cdn Inf Div snd attached troops were to capture the BARK WEST
sector west of PUNTA DELLE FORMICHE as indicated below. (Force V
Naval Operation Order No, 1 ¢ i Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1
Cdn Inf Div/C/I, 1 Cdn Inf 3 Pstits peretion Order No. 1, 7 Jun 433
gistlS?c File "HUSKY"/C/I, Force 545 Military Operation Instruction

0. 1,

199, Following the change in the final objective of the
operations, the plan after landing was somewhat altered as explained
by General Leese in the letter referred to aboves

The Allied Plan after landing, therefore, is for the
Americens to form a firm base on the West covering the
aerodromes, and for 13 Corps to drive on relentlessly in
order to seize SYRACUSE, AUGUSTA and CATANIA with the

~ least possible delay. from these bases the Eighth
Army will strike with its right in order to secure cros-
sings over the Straits, The general conception is thus
to hold on the left and strike on the right. By this
means we should cut off and isolate the enemy still
holding out around PALERMO and in the West of the Island.

The role of 30 Corps 1s primarily to assist 13 Corps.
This may necessitate holding, with you on our left,

vhile we coneentrate every effort on our right in order
to take over the high ground ahove AVOLA from 13 Corps,
thus releasing troops to assist in their further of-
fensive actions to seize the ports. From this high
ground we shall operate towards PALAZZOLO, and in due
course take over SYRACUSE from 13 Corps. If the enemy
registance is strong, it may be necessary to concen=
trate the whole efforts of the Corps on the right, and

so for the first few days it nay be necessary to re-
strict your movements towards RAGUSA to patrol activities.
Continue planning for offenslive action against RAGUSA,
but be ready to ¢heck and hold along the ROSOLINI « SPACCA~
FORNO road if we find that the enemy resistance is too
strong to anable us to advance simultaneously on both
flanks of the Corps, The Army Commender is explaining
this plan to the Ameriecans so that they will not be dis~
appointed 1f we cannot join up with them at once in the
RAGUSA area...cse

(Letter General Leese to General Simonds,
op. eit,)
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200, The British Line of Communicetion was to run back to

the Middle East from an edvanced base in TRIPOLI, while the "
American L. of C. was to run westwards to Frenchi Nonth Africa

and thence to the United States (File F.A, 1l-14-1, General
Montgomery's Lecture, 27 May)..

201. These military operations were, of course, initlally
dependent on Navzl and Air action, Some account is %harernre
necessary of the Naval and Alr part of the General Plan,

202. i The Naval plan was framed wilth the following intentionss

(a) Toevoid concentration of ships in the oanﬁral
‘Mediterranean for as long as possible in con-
tinvation of the Deception Plan.

(b) During the Approach vhage to conform the movements
of all convoys to those normal for through Mediter~
ranean convoys until D-1.

(c) To provide strong A.A. escort for oonvois around
- Cape Bon, which passage will be in daylight under
fighter cover.

(d) To concentrate the Battleship covering forces in the
IONIAN SEA by D=1 to protect the assault convoys.

The movements of the Battle fleet on D-1 will be
directed to threatening the Jest coast of Greege,

(e) To Erovide strong escort end support for the Eastern
Tagk Force assaults.

(f) To cover the Northern and \Jestern flanks of D Day as-
saults with surface forces by night,

(g) To ensure the adeduate'ascort for follow-up and return
convoys.

(h) To continue to support and maintsin the Eighth Arny
to the full extent of thelr requirements.

i (Hist Sec File “HUSKY"/C/I, Appendix
. "I® to Force 545 Military Operation
Instruction No. 1)

Every effort was to be made to harry the Italian fleet in harbour
and i1f possible to drive i1t up the ADRIATIC (Force V Neval Operation

Order No. 1, op. eit,)

203, The Heval forces to carry cut this plan were under the
supreme commend of Admiral Cunninghsm, They were divided into
the same two main Tesk Forces es the“ﬁrmy, plus a Naval Covering
Force called Force "H". The latter, consisting of four battle-
ships, four cruisers, two aireraft cerriers and some eighteen
destroyers, was the force to be concentrated in the IOHIAN SEA
by D=1. An additional force of two battleships, two eruisers and
six destroyers based on ALGLERS was to cover the conveys along the
North African coast end to be a relief or reinforcement to Force
"H", There was also a light covering force of cruisers and des-
troyers known as Force "Q", to be detached in the afternoon of
D-1 to cover the northern flank of the eastern assaults. (Opera-
tion "HUSKY", Outline Naval Plan, 16 ilay 433 at present this
gocugant)is not in the Historicai Section’s flles but was seen at
t-nl .Qo :
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204., The Eastern Tesk Force under the command of fdémiral

Sir Bertram H. Ramsay, K.C.B,, M.V.0,, was divided into three

main componentss Force "A" under commend of Rear Admirszl ¥,

Troubridge, [,S8.0,, carrying 13 Corps and salling frow the

Middle Resti Foree "B" under Rear Admiral R.R. MeGrigor, carry-

ing 30 Corps less 1 Cdn Inf Div, salling from the lliddle East

end from Tunisiey and Force "V" under command of Resr Admiral pd.fgb'q

Sir Fhilip Vien, X.B,E,, D.S.0., carrying 1 Cén Inf Div snde=e= //#°[
(12) There was also a Naval Support Groupm

knovn es force “K", consisting of four cruisers and six destroy-

ers bagedion MALTA tc assist in the escorting of the couth

eaastern assaults to thelr beaches and to provide gun support to

the lendings ot ACID &nd BARK, Further gun support was to be

provided by two monitors, five gunboats, nine landing cref't gun

(large), (L.C.G., L), six landing croft tank (rocket), (L.C.T.,

E) and eight lending eraft flsk (L.C.F.). Each Task Force also

had four submarines at its disposal. (ibid.)

20%., It may be noted thet in »ll some 2,600 asssult eraft,
transports and naval vessels were used (C.M,H.Q. Flle 4/Cen

Apyprec/3, #.0. "Gensral Note" for July 1943). Bxclusive of war-

ships and smaller assault creft, there were over 75C transports

of various kinds in 21l the different convoys setting out Tor

Sicily. The componente of the Esstern Task Force from the Middle, . r
Pagt had some 300 Cransporis, wicseteioaiti et it o n}?
=gder Toch convoy had im additlon its own escort of destreyers, “
corvettes and frigates, etc., over and above the Naval forges

elready referred to. ( +3 Hist Seec File “HUSKY"/C/I, 141 Fores
Operation Instruction No. 2, 21 May 43,)
 205f. Ports of embarkation for the Eastern Task Force were
as followsg

. 1 Cdn Inf Div: Clydeside
- 51 (H) Inf Diy: " Malta, SOUSSE and SFAX

b
, 231 Inf BRde:)
= 5 Inf Dive ) _ ALEXANDRIA and Port SAID
%W 50 Inf Div: )
1 Airborne Div ' KAIROUAN

Ports for the Western Task Force weres

45 (U.S.) Inf Div: ORAN

1 (U.S.) Inf Div: ALGIERS

PES ML ) s ene siem

82 (UsS.) Airborne Div: KATROUAN ' Aduay Ne. |

(This information has been obtained from Hist ”H'J;Z;
Sec files "HUSKY"/C/H and /C/I, and checked '
at the offices of Historical Section, War

Cabinet Secretariat.)
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(12) Four Canadiesn londing craft flotillas were included in the force
carrying 51 (H) Div. Commander Maclachlen, R.C.N.V.R,, personal
staff officer to Rear Admiral Troubridge, laier declered that had
he known in time he eertainly would have taken steps to ensure thab
the Canadian Ilotillas worked with the Canedian troops,
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b
No, of Sguadrggg é
British  fmericen ' Totel Alzeraft
S.E. (Single engined fighter)

- Fighters (Offensive) 284 18 e 508
S.E. Fikhtera (Defensive) =x 21 9 56.L
T'E'Fﬁaacr%?;gﬁgﬁg? s LA 9 2275
s A s . T.B,F, Day (Defensive) 4 - 6é-
T.E.F, Night (0ffensive). p ! - 16
R T.E.F, Night (Defensive) 7 - 112
Bombers - Light 7 12 304
Bombers -~ Medium (Day) - 028 44§
Bombers - Medium (Night) g ' - 180
Bombers « Eeavy (Day) - 36 432
Bombers - Heavy (Night) 2 - 3z
Coastal ' oxx 204 e 360
Army Co=op s 2 _ 110
Trensport Aircraft 5 30 506
P.R.U./P.8.U. 3% 2 70

Gtliders - 500 ‘ -
113% 144 (excl £328

gliders)

NOTE: The term 'defensive’ is appilad to those sguadrons whose
) primary function is shipping protection and defence of
vulnerable aresas.

Exeludes 1 Free French Squeadron «~ 38 alreraft total,

2]

xx Excludes 2 F.diA. Squadrone ~ 24 alreraft total.

(ﬁ;%g., Revision of Outline Air Plen
ated 4 Jun 43,)

210, 23 of the Fighter Squadrons were originalliy to be
besed on MALTA, but three Wings (15 sguadrons) were to begin
noving into Sicily sbout D ¢ 2, accompanied by one Fiight fron
8 Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, After the espture of
Pentellaria (13) a Fighter Wing of Kittyhawks wes to assist
MALTA in the protection of convoys on D-l, "and move into Siclly
egbout D ¢« 8. (Outline Air Plan, op. cit,) '

S AT S S ST G B Y G G B S G e e e g - -

(13) Operation "CORKSCREW", the reduction of Fontelleris was decidad
ppon by General Eisenhower on 11 May and executed on 11 Jun., 1t
was preceded by cix days intense air bomberdment and one day!'s
naval bomberdment. The assault was carried ouvt by 1 (Brit) Div
from SCUSSE »nd the garrison surrendared lmmediatzly. (M.0. 1

Report, op. cit,)
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: ' 211, During the opening phases of "HUSKY" a large
standing patrol of fighters based on Malta was to be main- :
tained over the assault beacnes for the first vital few hours.
Light Bombers were to "operate in the western theatre and
Medium Bombers in the eastern theatre to pre-arranged pro-

" gramme of attacks on enemy airfields and other selegied ob~
Jectiyes designed to neutralize the enemy air effort such
an extent as to minimize attacks on assault beaches and on
shipping anchored off them and restrict the movement of rein-
forcements.” Only in exceptional circumstances was close
support bombing to be avallable to the Army. By the time the

Air Force moved into Siclly the commitment for the rrotaetion
Nf Bacshan eca..s 2 o = - : It may be note [

in Sicilye ™y ne
s.en’?

that three P.h.A.F. wellington gquadrons operated

e s S au GURJUNCTION WITH Thé combined Naval, Alr and
Military plens, tﬁero was also a "Cover Plan" providing "a .
false date for D da{ and felse destinstions for the Assault
Forces". Its objects were (1) to retard enemy reinforcement
of Sieily, (2) ta lower enemy vigilance there, (3) to reduce
attacks on "HUSKY" shipring and (4) to gggp the Italian fleet
to the east of the Straits of MESSINA, e "Cover Dates and
Destinations" were as followss :

Crets 24 Jul 44
Peloponnese 26 Jul 44
Corsica and Sardinia 31 Jul 44

(Tirelfth'Army Operation Order Ne. 1, op. eit.)

213. The actual date selected for the assault,referred
to in planning as D-day, was 10 Jul 43 while H~hour, the time
at which the first flizht of landing eraft in the neln assault
would touch the beach, wes 0245 hours, This informetionwes
signalled to all ships in the operetion only on 4 Jul. (14)
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY“/C/E, C.~in-C, Ifed, to all S8hips and
Authorities, Oreration "HUSKY", 4 Jul 43.)

(d)

’ 214, . The f oregoing outline of the Seneral Plan forms the
necessary background for the detailed Plan of 1 Cdn Inf Div,
the Plan which General Simonds sent back from CAIRO (para 95
gbove) was, except for a few minor adjustments, the Flan that
wes ultima%ely embodied in the Division's Operation Order
for "HUSKY" (Conwversation between General Simonds and Major
Sesla; op, cit.).q’ The text will be found in Arpendix "DY,
In conjunction with this Order, however, it is necessary
to examine the very detalded Orders of the Naval Commander,
the Senior Naval Officers (Landing) on RCGER and SUGAR beaches

e O e NP S e S TS S A O G G et e e .

(14) General Ejsenhover had selected this date as far back as
20 Mar and reaffirmed it on 12 Apr (M.0, 1 Report, op. eit.).
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and the Principal Military Landing officer. (15) (Hist Sec
File "HUSKY"/RN/C/I, Operation WHUSKY" Force V Naval Operation
and Communication Orders, 30 Msy 1943, and "S8,F.0,L. (R)
Operation Order®, 29 May 19431 C.P.s, File 109 P,M,L.O,
Operational Instructions FNo. 1, 14 Jun 43.)

215. Force "EK", comprising four crulsers and six dese
troyers, was to rendezvous with the assauvlt convoys at 1200
hours on D=l day and give them cover from thence onwards.,

At approximstely 1800 hours sevean L.C.l, (L) (Landing Craft
Infantry, Largeg and four ¥.Ls. (Motor Launches) for beach
finding were to joln the force from lalta. Before dark the
whole convoy was to fora into two columns and proceed to the
release position for the assault which was seven miles off-
shore. The left hand column, led by the Headquarters ship
H.H,8, "Hilery®" and carrying 2 znd 3 Cdn Inf Bdes, was to
approach SUGAR sector while the right hand column, headed
by H.M, monitor "Roberts", was to &pproach RUGER sector.
These ships were to reach the relesse position at H-130
ninutes, i.e. 0035 hours, where they were to be joined by
L.,C,T., mine sweepers ana ancillary craft for close support.
The slow assault convoy was to arrive at the release posi-
tion at H ¢ hours accompanied by four fleet mine sweepers.
(Porce V Naval Operation Orders Nos. 1 and 3.)

216. ; On anchoring in the Relecase Position, landing
craft were to be ready for lowering fully loaded, 22 L.C.A.
(Land Creft Assault) led by M.%. No. 1 and supported by one
L.C.G., (L) end one L.C,F. were to proceed ashore carrying

Nos, 40 and 41 R.M, Commandos, as soon as possible after are
rival, ' They were to be 1ande& by 0235 hours., 1 Cdn Inf Bde
was to be lended in two flights on RUGER sector. Four ase
sault companies in 16 L,C.A, led by M,L. lio. 4 and supporied
by a destroyer, one L.C.G, (L) and three L.C,8. (M) (Landing
Craft Support, Medium) were to be landed at H~hour, while the
remaining companies and battalion heasdquarters in 21 L.C.A,
and two L.C.M, (Landing Craft Mechanized) led by M.L. No. 5
were to follow twenty minutes benind the first £flight and
beach as required by the Senior Military Officer. (8,N.0.L. (R)
Operation Orderj; see accompanying map of the assault.)

217. 2 Cdn Inf Bde was to be landed in a similar manner
on SUGAR sector. (ibid.)
218. The supporting fire for the assault was to be proe

vided by the menitor "Roberts®", the A.A. cruiser "Delhi®™ and
three destroyers under the con&rol of Admiral Vian in "Hilary®,
In additiocn, supporting fire from two cruisers and three des-
troyers of Force "K" was to be expected on targets common to the
three assaults, i.e., BARK SOUTH, WEST and BAST, Close support
fire for the assault flights was to be provided by L.C.G.,
L.C.F, and L.C.S. (Force 7V Naval o¥aration Order Nos 1 and 6.)
As we have seen, if complete surprise were meintained up %o
H-hour, no covering bombardment was Lo precede the assauli,

If such were not the ease, however, the supporting warships were
to bombard until H-15 minutes., If formastions and units of 1 Cdn
Inf Div had not silenced all coast defence batteries within

the divisional sector by first lighi, the warships were %o

(15)

The "Force ¢ Neval Operation and Communication Orders" issued on
10 Jun 43 over the signature of Reer Admiral Vian are sixteen in
number and form a very detailed and comprehensive doecument run-
ning into several hundred pages with numerous charts and diagrams.
The "S.N.,0.L. (R) Operation Order®, issued on 30 May over the
signature of Capt Grey, R.N. is equally detailed, running intec
some 80 pages including 15 pages of excellent diagrams. Presuma-
bly there wes a similar Order by his opposite number on SUGAR
Beach but there is no copy in the Historical Section's files.
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resume thelr bombardment and neutralize any sctive enemy battories
while eng%ging the landing forces. (1 Cdn Div Operation Order

No. 1, op. cit,)

219. In a conversation with General McNaughton, Generel
Simonds explalned how closely the Noavy and Army had CO=-

operate in this importsnt matter, It was therefore arrenged that
an Army F{0.0. would accompeny every Navy F.0.0., He said that

the guns ¢f destroyers and cruisers would fire on active hostile
batteries lengaging ships approaching the beaches, and that the

two 15-inch guns of "Roberts" would engage the defenges in the
PACHINO area well clear of our troops and &also the coast defence
batteries And enemy reserves on the roads. The cruisers were to
take on hostile batteries further inland. The L.C,G. carrying
two 4,7-inch guns each were to deal with beach defence lights

and gun flashes until landing craft ere beached, They were theii
to dregw off to the flanks and deal with enemy machine gunsand
mortars. The L.C.S., were for smoke if needed, and for shooting
up beach lights. Fire was to be opened 100 yerds off shore if
surprise was not attained. The Divisional Commander paid special
tribute to Admiral Vian for accepting "grave risks" Ain order to.
anchor hls supporting ships close inshore to give more accurate fire.
(F.A, 1-14-1 Memorandum {. Jun)of Conversation General McNaughton -
. General Simonds, 30 May 43.) '

220, Hedgerows, a speclal rocket wespon for beach assault,
were to be fired when 100 yards from the beach if the enemy de~-
fences were in action, while the first flight of L,C.A. were to
fire flying cordtex from the same distance whether defences were
in action or not. The hedgerows were for clezring passages 100
yerds by 25 feet through beach minefields while the eccrdtex was
for detonating underwater mines, It was in 120 feet strips wound
around conical drums mounted on the bows of the L.C,A, and fired
by a 2~1b Scheumely pistol. Natural underwater obstructions were
to be dealt with by L.C.P. equipped with explosives for that
purpose, (S,N.0.L, (R) Operation Order, para 64 and Force V Naval
Operation Order No. 5.)

221, The remsining serials (brigsde and divisionel reserves)
were to be landed according to a schedule in L.C.T., L.C,HM, and
L.C.I. As a general prineiple, D,U.XK.Ws. were to be used in the
initial stage for the unloading of stores and not of personnel,

and L.C.M. for discharging motor transport. The control of un-
loading was to be “"the responsibility of the F.M.L.0, and R,N,"
working in conjunction wi the S,N.0s.L and P,B,ls, (Principal
Beach liasters) (C.P,S. File 109, P.M,L,0, Operational Instruce
tions No. 1, 14 Jun 433 W.D., 3 Gdn Inf Bde, June 43, Appendix

re "Asseult" by S.N,0,T,). -

222, The "intention of the Divisional Commender, as stated
in his Cperation Order, was: : : .

(a) to capture BARK WEST sector (Beach 57)%
(b) to proteet the left flank of 30 Corpsj

(¢) to capture PACHINO Airfield and develop it for
operational usejp ‘

(d) to prepare to advence to the line of the road ROSOLINI,
8502, ~ POZZALLO, 7592, in conformity with 51 (H) Div,

(1 Cdn Inf Div Operation Order No. 1, op. cit.3
the text of this order will be found In Aprome
dix 1" tl.
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223, - This operation was to be carried out in three phases.
Phase 1.was to consist of the capture of BARK JEST sector, the
destruction of coast defence artillery and beach defences, the
cloaring of the high grocund immediately overlooking the beaches
and the capture of PACHINO Airfield., During Phese II the
divisional reserve were to be landed, certain features three to
four miles inlend were to be captured, end the division reorgen-
ized preparatory to a further advance. In the third phase the
division was to advance in conformity with 51 (H) Div to the
general line ROSOLINI - ISPICA - FOZZALLO. (ibid.)

224, As we have seen, the assault on the beaches was to be
mede on a two-brigade front, supported on the left by a simul-
taneous assault by the Special Service Brigade.

225, The lst Canadian Infantry Brigade Group, which wes
to land on ROGER sector east of GROTITICELLE at He our, had
under command:

2 Cgnadlan Field Regiment
142 Field Regiment (Self-Propelled) (less one battery

and one troop)
51 Canadian Anti-Tenk Battery
5 Canedian Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
1 Canadian Field Company
Detachment 1 Cansdien Division Signals
4 Canedian Field ambulance
Section 1 Canadiean Division Provost Company

They were tos

(a) destroy the enemy coast defence battery reported
near MAUCINI,

(b) capture PACHINO Airfield end the high ground to the west,
(¢c) establish contact with 51 (H) Div during this advence, and

(d) send patrols forward as soon as possible to contact 231
* Bde to the north of PACHINO,

(ibid.)

226, The 2nd Cenadian Infantyry Brigade Group which was to

lend on the beach known as SUGAR sector, west of GROTTICELIE, had
under command:

3 Canadian Field Regiment ‘

Brttery and Troop 142 Field Regiment (Self-Propelled)
90 Canadian Anti-Tank Battery

54 Canadian Light Anti-Aircraft Battery

3 Canadian Field Company

5 Canadian Field Ambulance

They were tos

(a) advance west to destroy encuy beach defences, meet
the S.8. Bde and glve 1t what assistance it needed,

(b) take up positione north of PANTANO LONGARINI and
patrol to the northwest.

(ibig.)
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227. . The Special Service Brigade was also to land at H-hour
ggggeeghgﬂﬂTA CASTELLAZZO, square 8889, and PUNTA CIRICA, sguers
’ 3

(a) destroy cnemy ccast defence batteries and theilr
defencs in that area,

(b) capture the beach to the ncrth of PUNTA CASTELLAZZO and

T —

(e) (reorganize on the high ground to the northﬁeat.

(ibid.)

(For Divisional and Brigade bounderies, divisions of the beaches
end lines of advance, see the accompenying map of the ilanding.)

. i

228. During the second phase the divisional reserve was to
land in the following priority: the 12th “anadian Tank Regiment,
the 1lst Canadian Anti-Tank Regiment (less three batteries) and
the 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade Greup with under command:

77 Anti-Tank Battery

2 Canadian Light Anti-Aircraft Bazttery
9 Canadian Field Ambulance

One section of 1 Cdn Div Provost Company

This divisional reserve was to be prepared to land through vhichever
beach appeared to be most suitable, 3 Cdn Inf Bde was to advance
iniand to the vicinity of BURGIO, Then either 1 or 3 Cdn Inf Bdes,
ae ordered, was to continue to advance tec the northwest, while 2
Cdn Inf Bde was to capture the high ground to the west of their
previous pesitions. The S.S. Bde was to conform to the movements
of 2 Cdn Inf Bde and cover the left flank of the division by ceccupy-
ing the ground to the south of the 2nd Brigade area, and patrolling
to the sea at FOCE CHIANETTE. (ibid.) By the end of this phase

1 Cdn Inf Div was fo have established a bridgehead approximetely

‘eight miles wide and four miles deep.

229, The Selfwpropelled and othe> Regiments of artiliery were
to be under command of the assaulting brigasdes es sllotted and were
tc be deployed as close as praciical to the inter-brigade boundary
in order to facilitate their re-grouring under the Divisionsl
Commander Royal Artillery id.). The chief tasks of the Pivisional
Ergineers were in order of prioritys

(a) clearance of lanes through minefields,

(b) communications,

(e) water supply,

(d) possible 'de~lousing! of PACHINO Airfield, and

(e) provision of defence storesz and division dumps,
The Beach Engineers (R.E.) were respcnsible for clesring obstacles
and mines on and off the beaches, improving exiis, laying beach
roadways, ete, (ibid.)
230, No. 3 Beach Group was to iaad with 1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp,
develop the beach maintenance area end service the asszult elements
of both 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bde Gps. HNo. 4 Bezch Group was to be
prepered to extend the beach maintensnce area as ordered. The

Special Airfield Construction Group was to restore PACHINO Alre
field as guickly ag possible. {(ibid.)
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231. The Operation Orders of 1, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes,
the 8.8, Bde, 1 Cdn Inf Div Arty, Engineers, Signals, Army
Service Corps, R.E,M.E, and H.g. 103 Sub-area Beach, are to
be found in C.P.S, Files 103/"HUSKY"/1-9.

232, _ After embarkation the G.0,C. 1 Cdn Div issued a second
order outlining his plan for securing the Corps' first and second
objectives after the capture of the bridgehead, but since its con-
tents are concerned entirely with a later more problematical

stage of the operations, it is not necessary to refer to it
further untlil the aetuei account of the campaign in a later re-
port (Hist See File “"HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/C/B, "Outline Flan for
Securing Corps First and Second Objectives after Copture of the
Beach=head", 5 Jul 43).

233. The 30 Corps Operation Order stressed the great im-
portance of capturing, cleering and repairing the PACHINO landing
ground, and if at 211 possible, of hoving 1t ready for the R.A,F.
by the evening of D-day. Shouid 51 (H) Div or 231 Inf Bde achieve
success in this area before the Canesdian Division, then they were
to eapture, and start ¢learing and repriring the field. The
Corps Order also provided that if Beach 57 proved unsatisfactory
for development, 1 Cdn Div was to use the western end of Beach 56.
égi;t Sig gile "HUSKY"/C/1, 30 Corps (peration Crder No. 5,

ay 43, '

234, Provision was made for wireless communicction with

4% (U.8.) Div operating on the left of 1 Cdn Div while an ex~-

chrnge of liaison officers was arranged with 51 (H) Div on the
right (C.P,S., Telegr-ms Flle, Tel 128/G Ops, FUCRTUNE €o i.0.,

Tel 9459, 10 Jun and P 203, 19 Jun 43, A.F.H.Q. to W.0.).

235. In the conversation between Generals McNaughton and
Simonds referred to above, the operation's chances of success
were estimated as follorss

It was agreed that casualties might possibly be higher

in 1 Cdn Div than vould be the case in a more battle
experienced formation, even so General Simonds said that

in view of the great sugcriority of force, the sound plans
and the careful preparations he had not the slightest doubt
of the successful outcome of the operation. General
Simonds stated that recent intelligence reports indicated
that the opposition which the exypediltion might expect to
, encounter would consist of some four Itallan Pivs with
possibly an additional German div in reservé, None of

the four Italian Divs had previously battle experience.

He said the beaches allocated to 1 Cdn Div were difficult
but on the other hand they were lightly defended, He
thought the rete of build up as plenned would be sufficlant,

(File P.A, 1-1¢ .1 Memorandum of Conver-
sation, Generels McNaughton and Simonds, -
30 May dated 1 Jun 43.?

Directive to Canadian C de
236, On 19 Jun, a few days prior to the departure of the

Canadian force from England, General McNaughton, as Senior Comba=
tent O0fficer, Canedian Army Overseas, issued a Directive to the ;
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G.0.C., 1Cdn Div and the Commender of 1 Cdn Army Tonk Bde. Ap-
pended to this Directive was Order of Detail No., 7. In pur-
suance of powers conferred by F.C. 3464, 29 Apr 43, this Order
provided that the following formstions and units "do act in
combination with 211 the Naval, Milltary ond Air Forees of the
several parts of the British Commonwealth and serving in or
bzsed upon or opersting from the Continent of Africa or embarked
in the United Kingdom for the purpose of any such service.. e’

1l Cznadian Infantry Division

]l Cansdian Army Tenk Brigade

1 Canedian Tenk Delivery Squadron

Detachment 1 Csnadien Tunnelling Company

5 Canadian General Hospital

15 Canadian General Hospital

Canadian Field Surgical Unit

Canadlan Field Surgical Unit

Canadian Field Transfusion Unit

Canadian Convalescent Tepot

Canaedian Dental Company

Canadian Divisional Sub Park

Canadian Army Tenk Brigade Sub Park

Canadian Infantry Troops Workshop

Canadian Tank Troops Workshop

Canadian Heavy Recovery Section

Canadian Lines of Communication Provost Section

Canadisn Lines of Communicaticon Provost Section

Canadlan Frovost Sectlon

Canadian Fleld Cash Office

Canadian Section GHQ 1 Echelon (Type A)

Cenadian Section GHQ 2 Echelon (Type B)

1 Canadian Graves Registration Unit

1 Canadian Bese Reinforeement Depot-H.y, ani four reinforce-
men’; battalions

Detachment First Canadian Army Base Post 0ffice

1 Canadlan Public Relatlons Detachment ®

D D 8 et et et o e 3 et )

(P.A. 1=14-1-8, Directive of the Senior Combatan®
0fficer of the Cansdien Nilitary Foreces serving
in the United Kingdom or the Continent of Europe,
dated 19 Jun 43).

237 This Order wes to take effsct on the embarkation of the
formstions and units in question in the United Kingdom for des-
patch to the Mediterrenean Theatre, from which date they were to
come under command of the G,0,.C.-in-C. 15 Army Group. General
Simonds and Brigadier Wyman were to continue to enjoy the right
of reference to the Government of Cenade in respect to any matter
in which the forces under their commsnd were likely to be in-
volved or committed or in any question of their administration
wricn afignt regulire correceticn. JSuch reference was to be nmade
through General McHNsughton, and only when the remedizl or other
action deemed necessary had been represented to the 0fflicer Com-
mending the Combined Forces without his heving teken aprropriate
action., Aprended to the Directive were warrants authorizing

the two officers addressed to convenc Genersl Courts Martial for
the trial of any officer or soldier In the military forces of
Cenada under their commend. Warrsnts in like terms were issued
to the G¢,0,C,~in-C. 15 Army Group, the ¢.0,.,C, Eighth Army and the
Officer Commanding First Caradlan Base Reinforcement Depot. In-
struetions regaerding 2 number of matfers of administration wers
contazined in zn appendix to the Directive, (ibid.)

238. *  General HMontgomery had told General leNaughton prior
to the issue of this Directive that he proposed to desl with only
one Senlor Canadian officer on rurely domestic Cenadian matters
and that he considered 1t appropriste thet Haj.-Gen. Simonds
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should be:- this officer, He said that General Simonds would in
this wey be in a position to use his specizl suthority to com-
municete directiy with General lMelzughton if the situation so0
demanded, General McNeughton said that he had no objection

to this proposal providing it did not result in govers~burdening
Genersl Simonds with responsilbilities for Canadian units which
mizht not be under his immediate command. (F.A, 1l-1l4-1, lismoran-
dum of Conversation between General HeNeughton and General Hont-
gomery, 31 Mry 43, dated 1 Jun 43.) The Directive i1tself gave
the Commander of the Army Tank Brigade exactly the same powers .
as the G.0.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div.but it provided thet the G.0.C,~in-
C. 15 Army Group or the commender of s formation subordinste to
him might place 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde in whole or in part tnder con-
nand of 1 Cdn Inf Div. -

239. It will be rarembered that the formetions and units

listed zbove were divided into two diptinct forces designated

as Force "A"™ and Force "B", code names later changed to Foree

X% and Foree "¥® (C.P.S. Telegrams file, Tel GPIG/47154, Force

545 to W.0.5 9 May 43). Each of these Forces also contoined a

certain number of British units not included in the list of units

and formations guoted sbove, A complete Order of Battle of Force

X! and Force W'with amendments is to be found in C.M,.H.Q. File

3/SICILY/1/2 in the form of a War Office Memorandum dated 16 May 43 N

“(Thls memorandum is also in C.P.S. File 2201 which also contains "%
a complete list of Commanders and Staffs of 1 €dn Inf Div and of ,&»:
non-divisional troops of 'Force X'.).

N UIIPULIEIL UFUNRIICE Il NeulTEL Ulllits EIIK[ 8 VanueusEn rielu vasia

Office whre ell in Force X. A Special Service Brigade, 142 Fd

- Airfd Constr Cpy, No. 3 and 4 Beach Groups and numerous other

smaller British units were also ineliuded in this forece. (1 Cdn

~ Inf Div Operation Order, op, eit., Appendix "N",) '

241, 12 Cdn Tks had been withdreswn f{rom the Army Tank Bri-
gade in accordance with General Montgomery's plam to have a tank
battelion or an armoured régiment land with each division in the
early stages, However, he had expleined "that he proposed to
group his armour as soon as ssible ané use it under the Corps
end not in penny packets"., (P,A, 1-14=1, Memorsndum (1 Jun) of
igcgure Outlining Operation "HUSKY" by General Montgomery, 27 May

242, The Special Serwvice Brigade under the command of a dlsg-
tinguished British Officer, Brigadier R.E. Layeock, D.S.0, (sube
seguently Chief of Combined Operations) consisted of 40 and 41
Royal Merine Commandos. They hed trained with the Canadlan Di~
vision in Scotland but were under command for the initlal assavlt
only. The G.0.C. had endeavoured to obtain specizl L,S,I1.(S)
(Lending Ships Infantry, Small) to bring the Commandos from the
United Kingdom to the beaches, but without success, Indeed at

one stage in the planning, instructions were sent for the Commendos
to proeceed to North Africa ahead of the Force., Eventually, how=
ever, 1t was agrranged for them to sail, 40 Commando with 1 Gdn
Inf Bde, 41 Commando vith 2 Cdn. Inf Bde., (C,P,S. Telegrams File,
Telegrams 8, 10, 14, 16, 18 May: W.D. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, HMay 43.) '

243, The 142nd Field Regiment (Jelf Propelled) and the 70th
Medium Regiment, R,A., were allofted to 1 Cdn Inf Div as extra
artillery (Hist Sec File "WHUSKY"*/C/X, 30 Corps Operation Order No.
5, 29 . May 43, para 9), 142 Fd Regt was included among the divie
sional %Yroops and operated with the Diwvision during most of the
eampaign. One baittery of 70 Med Regt landed with the Divisicn
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while the remesinder zrrived in the N ¢ 3 Convoy. The remalning
units were all Army troops and were omly with 1 Cdn Inf Div for
the voyage from the United Kingdom and the subseguent landing.
The primary task of all A.A. units was to be the defence of
Ports and Airfields (Hist See File "HUSKY"/C/1, "Twelfth Army
Operation Order No., 1%, para 24,) In the first few deys

the beach groups worked very closely with the Division but be-
fore loug they took the role of L. of C, troops (WiD. 103 Sud
Area (BﬁachJ July 1943},

244, i Forece “Y", which wes to land oh D ¢ 3, wes divided
into five groups. Group 1 comsisted of 1 Cdn Army.Tk EBde (leas
12 Cdn Tks) and the necessary signals, army serviece corps, Or-.
dnance, provost and medical units tec make the Brigade seli-

.gufficient, as well as the remalnder of 70 Ked Regt. Groups

2y 3 end 4 consisted of British artillery, engineer and other
units while Group 5 contained 5 Cdn Gen Hosp. (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q.1 Cdn Inf Div, May 1943, Appendix 713 Eist Sec File VHUSKY"/
C/R, Order of Battle Force "B", 9 Msy 43; eeec para 250 below.)

245, The second line transport of Force "X". and certaln
units (16) not required for the initial sssavlt were to seil in
s follow-up convoy (known as EERRICK II) accompanying Force "i"
(C.P,S. File 108 Movement Instruction WS 31A and WS 318, Appen-
diees "A" and “E", 23 May 43).

246, Included in the Order of Detall list of units gquoted
gbove were the additional units authorized lete in May as a
result of Brigadier Beament's récommendations (see paras 109 and
110 gbove). Most of these were to travel direect to North Afriea
in two ships sccompanying Force X" or Forece "¥" under the code
name "OFFSIDE", (C,.M.H.Q. Fille 3/SICILY/1/2 Memorendum of Meeting
28 Moy, dated 31 May 43, Tel 84711 W.0. to FORTUNE, 29 May 43
W.0. to C,M,H.Q, 18 Mey 433 C.M.H.Q, Instruetion to Units "OFY-
S1DE", 11 Jun 43,) /

247. The to*al strength of all Csnadien units and formatlons,
ineluding reinforcements and miscellaneous units going to North
Afrieay,embarked in the assault and immediate follow-up ccnvoys

of Forces "X' and "Y" was 1,851 officers and 24,835 other ranks,
making a grand total of 26,&86 all ranks (C.M,H.Q., A.G. (Stat)
File Sieily Force, 10 Jul 43). Detalled statistics will be

found in Appendix "HY,

- THR CONVOY PROGRAIIE

248, So far, we have only discussed the Military plens for

. the cempaign, both 2dministrative and operational, and the Nsval
- and Air Foree pilsns insofer as they affected the Military plen,

Some mention Has been made of the warious convoys pertielpcting
in the invasion but it remains to be descr’bed how these con-
voys were formed in the United Kingdom. The business was pri-

-merily a Waval responsibility, and a governing factor was the

‘ number of ships svailable. Some units or sub-units had to be

*—-.ﬂ-

3

reap

a6 v

1 Cdn Fd Regt, one squrdron of,!(Cdn Receas Regt, one batiery 4
of 2 Gén L,A.A, Regt, 1 Cdn Div Comp Coy RCASC, 4,5 and 9

Can®Fd Amb, 1 and 2 Cdn F.D.S., 2 Cdn'Fd Hyg Sec, 1 and 2

Cdn Inf Bde Wksp, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bde Support Groups, Fostel

and Provost Detachments.
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eliminated from the original Order of Battle for this reason (see
pera 114 asbove)., Given the ships and the salling'detes, there
8tl1ll remained the very complex task of compiling loading tables
and allocating personnel and vehicles to ships. Here the Army
and Nevy obviously had to ork very closely together. The

Army knew what personnel and equiprent were required, the Nevy
where they could be stowed. As far as possible, units were kept
togethen on the seme ships but this could not be done with their
motor tronsport so that most units had some personnel scattered
on variqus M.T. ships on which their M.T. was loaded.

249, © Ina report on this subject, the Historical Officer
¥ho accompanied 1 Cdn Inf Div, described the situation as
ollowst

The operational movement of Forces "X" and "Y" was

- ong of great complexity. Ships had to be loaded
end then formed into convoys. The loading was done
tactically, i,e., ships were loaded so that vehicles
end cargces coul& be discharged under degrees of
priority that were goverred by the tactical Plan and
by the facillities for discherge that would be avallable
at the beachhead. Assesulting battalions had to be
allotted to ships together with their full complement
of beach party personnel (for organizing and maintain-

" ing traffic on beaches), and of engineer recce parties
(to clear paths through minefields). It was, moreover,
essential that vehlicles, stores, supplies ana ammnition
negessory to meintein the asssult would be landed as
quickly as possible. M.T. ships and cargo.vessels had
to be so grouped that their arrivel at the Release
Position would immediately follow upon the landing of the
assaulting waves, This grouping of vessels was ac-.
complished by allotting them to convoys whose dates of
departure, speed and dates of arrival at the destina-
tion were governed bi‘the tactical nature of the person-
nel and cargoes which they carried........In order to
load the vessels with stores, supplies, ammunition and
equipment, and subsequently have them available where
they weuld be needed most, a system of convoys and sub~
convoys was evolved, These convoys and sub-convoys were
aubsequently re-grouped into the various assaulting waves
under Naval direction and sailed on various dates, each
being allotted its course, speed and exrected time of
errivel at the Terget.....

(Hist Sec File, 1 Cdn Tnf Div "HUSKY" 1 Cdn
Inf Div/Q/F Folio 1I)

“he Nawvy designated the forces salling from
the United Kingdom for Operatilion “HUSKY"
somewhat differently from the Army. Thus ’hh"rnbl
the asssult portion .of the military "Force ([ May46
X", scheduled to lend on D-day, was called ,i!p,
Force "V" by the Nevy and was commanded by
Rear Admiral Vian (see para 204 above).
Only that part of the military “Force X"
8eiling with the follow-up convoys was
ﬁalled Force "X" by the Navy. Military
Force Y" on the other hand, was alsc « 1led
' Force "Y" by the Navy.® 7The Wevy further

A deslgnated the ssparate convoys by letters

(17)

"K.M.", followed by the e ngn
, s Y letters "F" or "3
; "fast" or "slow", plus a number, (17) for =
& Etiappears that the naval forces "X" amd
b weﬁetin some respects subordinate to
;iggce v*, but agcording to the Orders
J were to be "sailed from United Kingdom
by Admiralty" (see "Force V Naval Operaggon
Order No.2", pages 13 and 15),
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lopding purposes, om the other hand, the planning ataffs had
developed & ?oup of code namess Thus, in the first system of
designatign the convoys arriving on D-day ware known'as Holl.F. 18
and K.M.S. 18 (the latter being divided into A and B), and the
uongloga arriving on D 4 5 a8 K.li.l's 19 and K.li8, 19 Under theo
gec aystem of designation the convoys carrying the essault

rtion of "Force X" ?ﬁﬂ.?« 18 and E.l3, 18} wore called

ICK I", and ships ¢ the follow-up portion of "Force

X* (part of Eo.MeF, 19 and K.il.3. 19) were lmown as "HERRICK II",
The convoys carrying "Force ¥" (the remainder of K.MiF. 19 and
E.lleSe 192) woro divided into five groups sach with a ' separate
code namej "LINNRLLY, earrying 1 Cdn Awvuy Tk Bde Gp'!3 IWILIOUGHBY™,
corrying ReA.Fo, H.lle and AsAs (R.As) porsommel; "FUSTIAN",
carrying R.A.F. snd beach subeares personnels; "XENORA", carrying
fort group eo:'aonnal end "HANTUCKET",; carrying 5 Cdn Gon HoEpe'

Operation "HUSKY", Force V Nawval Operation Order Mo, 15 CePeBs
File 111, HERRICK I and HERRICK IX Loading Tablesg C.P.3. File
1018, War Cabinet Joint Plamming Steff Minuies; 19 lay 453 CsP.Se
File 1020 Tel 83695, W,0, to Force 545, 26 loy 43.)

. RBle THERRICK I" was further subedivided into "BESOM",

carrying 1-Cén Inf Bde Op, 40.Commando and aumerous miscellenccus
unite, "NIMROD", carrying 2 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, 8.3. Bde H.Q., 41
Commando and other misce ous units end "SASH", carrying o Can
Inf Bde G{' Div H.,Qe,; 12 Cdn Tks and other miscellaneous units.
(C2PeSe File 111, HERRICK I and HERRICK II Loading Tables,)

252, The bulk of the troopa sailed in the fast asasult

convoy, KelisFs 18, on D = 12 (28 Jun)s This convoy consisted of  miely
the‘gad?uartara ship, HeM.S« "Hilary", six Lending Ships Infantry u".b
(Large) (Le.S.T., L) o Landing Ships Perccimel (LeS.P.), <dwe-Three -
Lending Ships Tani: {Le8.%.) and an Antiedlvoraft Ship. It aey be
noted t while the shipping was divided into "BESOM", "NIMROD"
and "SASH® (for purposes of loading and sllocation of pemrsennal)
the shipe in ench of these groups did not nscesserily saill togeti-
or. Indeed K.llsFf. 18 and K.M.8. 18 wore sach made up of scmpo
entuy from these Uhreo groupse . .

855, The actunl chips in K.ll.Fe 18 wers as followas
Rome of Subw- Type of Ship HWome of Ship Toe. of Ship.
Convoy -
BESONM LeSaIs (L) HollaSe "Glen@]-e' ALl
(3 Cén Inf " . “lornix van 8t,
Bde Gp ete) ildegonde® - A2
" " ®Derbyahire® Led
" " - TreS aTs HellaSe "BO“!'" BA<8
" " " Hel:S¢ "Bruiser” AL .9
I(WIMEOD Ing IIQ'S’OI. ‘;,‘) :Cil‘cﬂ.gg%guc s ﬁvg
2 Cdn Llang aastlo >
BQeGE ote) » % "Durban Oastle® 446
L ‘ﬂ LSele HelieSe AThrugten” BB.5
.+ SASH L3 +H, HoHcSn “Hiw . A7
(3 Cdn Inf LeSePs "Eatory" A.B
Bdo Gp otc} o "Ascenia® : A9

(Fores V Navel Operation Order No. 1,
Ops Cite Appendix 7.)
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254, . The bulk of the M,T., and stores and some personnel,
required for the assault, were embarked in the slower convoy,
K.,i,8. 18A and 188, K.M.S, 18A consisting of eight L,S.T. _
sailed from the United Kingdom on D - 21 (19 Jun), while K.M.S.
18B consisting of seventeen M,T. ships, one Landing Ship Carrier
(L.S.C.), one L.8.G. and one petrol cerrier salled on D-16 (24 Jun).
These two convoys were to join forces on D=5 (5 Jul), when the
composite convoy beceme knovm as K,M.S. 18. About 1200 hours

on D1 .(9 Jul) seven ships from K.M.S, 18 were to join the fast
assault convoy. The remainder of K.M.S. 18 were then known as
the 'slow assault convoy'. (ibid., pcres 45, 46 snd Aprendix 7.)

255. K,M,F., 18 was to be escorted by five sloops and to
frigates until D-3 and thenceforth by seversl special destroyer
groups, while K.M,S, 18 had an escort of six corvettes, one sloop,
one cutter and one frigate until. D-5 after which special .destroyer
groups took over, Two Anti-Aircraft ships also accompanjied

K.M,F., 18 and K.M,S, 18 from the United Kingdom to the assault.

(indd!) e
(lua. ’E‘,ﬁ) (io ships '271 "My Lo,

256. K.M.8. an K.M.F. 19.ga ng Military Force "Y"

and the balance of Force "X" sailed from the United Kingdom on

D-15 (25 Jun) and-D-9 (1 Jul) respectively, the former escorted

by one destroyer, one frigate, one cutter and six corvettes, the
latter by three destroyers and three frigates, One L.S.F., two
personnel ships and fourteen M.T, ships from these convoys,

the ships belonging to Force "X" and knowm as HERRICK 11, were
scheduled to arrive off the beaches at BARK J/EST on D ¢ 3. (ibid.)

257, The ships were loaded in different ports on the Bristol
Chennel, on the Mersey and on Clydeside, but all assembled in the
latter area to form the various convoys .(Evidence of Lt.-Col.
Pullen. 2t that time a member of the Canadian Flanning Staff).
Aﬁcording to the lists in "Force vV Naval Operation Order No,

1" the number of ships in these convoys leaving the United Adw! No. |
Kingdom totalled 92. This figure includes eight L.S.Ts. which // -
this Naval Order includes in a supplementary list of navél /fill
ships, but excludes one A,A. ship which 1is iistad under K.M.F

18, and one Oiler which according to a pencilled amendment to.

the order was to join K.M.S. 18 on D-1 from an undisclosed port

Oof departures (The ships are listed again by convoys in "Force

V Naval Operation Order No,2"™ which lists the eight L.S,Ts

under K.M.S. 184 and excludes the A.A. ship and the Oilgr X

These lists, however, show only eight ships in K.M.F. 19.5

'*.',""'ﬁ-""""exerclse KNOWN 85 "DLIMLIL" WS Proiaos: we v se—eo o

ercise was to be a dress rehearsal for the invasion of Sieily

and a section of the Ayrshirs coast in the vieinity of TROUN was
selected with local topography somewhat similar to that of the
PACHINO Peninsula. Planning for the exercise was very detalled and
the plan corresponded closely to the "HUSKY" one. For security
reasons, however, the narrative of the plen represented the sel-
ected area of TROON as being a part of the coast of German oc-
cupied France, (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/M, "STYMIE", Outline of
Exercise "STYMIE". The file also contains numerous Operation
Orders snd Instructions, Loading Tebles and an Intelligence Log
for the exercise.)

259. The exercise was to take place in two parts, the first
starting on the night 17/18 Jun with 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes assault-
ing the TI00N beaches on a two-brigede front, and 3 Cdn Inf Bde
following through in reserve., The troops were to be re-embarked
at 2000 hours 18 Jun., On 21 Jun the exercise was to be repeated
with the reserve brigade landing on a different beach. (Outline
of Exercise, gp, 2it.)
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© 22 Jun 43, =2nd evidence of Captain

.cleaning, etc,, helped to fill in the time and one or
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260, , On 17 Jun a convoy of twelve ships left the Clyde

to take part in this exercise which was to be one of the greatest
full scale combined operations manceuvres yet held in the
British Isles. At 0130 hours, 18 Jun the asseult commenced

but at 1000 hours 1t was necessary to suspend operations be~
cause high winds were making the seas too dangerous for the

la nding creft. As a result the troopships returned to the

Clyde. (W.,D,y G.S,, H,Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 18 Jun.)

261, | The unfavourable weather continued and on 20 Jun

it was nocessery to postpone "STYMIE II". During the interval
the G.0,.C, held a conference of unit and formestion commanders
and visited various ships at anchor, He found the M.T. ships
very crowded but morale seemed to be good. The weather on the
other hend, continued to be bad so that on 22 Jun it became
necessary io cancel USTYMIE II" altogether but 3 Cdn Inf Bde
which had been unable to take part in "STYMIE I" carried out a
landing exercise in the Clyde, (ibid,, W.D. 3 Cdn Inf Bde,

D.H. Cunninghem.)

262, O7ing to these adverse weather conditions Exercise
"STYMIE" wes not as successful a rehearsal as had been hoped
for. However, some lessons were learned and duly noted after
the event,. In a report on the exercise the Chief Umpire commen-
ted thet the initial landings were quick and quiet with no
lights visible. He said that control was good on ROGER beach but
not so good on SUGAR, The attacks on the aerodrome and certain
selected tergets were "carefully thought out and well carried
out"., He was critical however, cf the lack of lateral communi-
cation, of the failure of companies to pass informstion back

to battelions and battallions back to brigades, and of the lack
of patrolling. Control by junior leaders was also eriticized
and 1t was considered essential thet more N,C.0s8. and men under-
stand the situation fully. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/M, "STYMIE®
"Exercise "STYMIE"™ the Beaches", "Report on Exercise "STYITIE" by
Chief Umpire", and "Notes on Exereisze "STYMIE I",)

263. The days dragged on as the force wzited lcngingly
for the day of departure, Physical training, lectures, weapon

%wo much
appreciated route marches ashore were arranged. Finally asbout
2100 hours on 28 Jun the fast assault convoy stezmed out of
GREENOCK Herbour. (W.D$., G.S.,, H.Q, 1 Cdn Inf Div and H.Qs.,
2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes.)

264, Abcard each ship the men were briefed at 2 set date
after salling (e.g. X Jul for the fast asssult convoy), and in
line with CGeneral Montgomery's policy of keeping the troops
informed at gll times of what was going on they were put fully
"in the picture” and told in detall what thelr operational roles
were to be, (The Naval Commander had objected to this on the
ground that should any of the vessels be torpedoed and some of
these personnel taken aboard a U-bocat as priscners, the opera-
tion would be jeopardized.) An incication thet the security
measures taken had been successful was given vhen the announce-
ment that the target was Sieily cane ea s complete surprise to
most of the wmen. They cheered heartily when they were told
that they rere entering the Mediterranean theatre of operations
and would become a part of General Honlgomery's Eighth Army.
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/Q/F, 1I Report of 1 Cdn
Inf Div Hist Offr on the Voyage to Sieily.)
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20T Spcelal megsage: fror Cenercls Hbﬂaughtcnz Font-
gumery and Crorar and from A3dwirel Vian telling tks ftrcops of
cneir mission and wasihing then th: roat of 1uek were read out

to all ranks, On 1 Jul the senior offiez> on 2ach of the troop-
8hips openad the chip’s bags nontalmin: the instructions for all
unlcs on board, Taese sontained bales of maps, alr photns,
operation ordors, sad Iaselligence pamahicts, wihile on eech
shlp thers werz .arge scale models of the beaches and hinterland
where the division was to assault, In the following days all
ranks vere briefed on these models with the result that none
were too unfamiliar ith PACHINO Peninsula when they finally
landed. (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1l Cdn Inf Div/C/I, Messages
from Genersls llontgomery and McNaughton; Hist Sec File "HUSKY"

1 Cdn Inf Div, G.0.C./E, Letter of Ceneral Crerar, 16 Jun 43%
:-.IID.’ ROCOR. 1 Jul 43.)

266, The Divisional Headquarters issued a srecial direec-
tive for training during the voyage which insisted on the "main-
taining of regular hours for physical trzining, washing, eating,
fatigues, games and lectures"., Special stress in the lectures
was given to the use of codex, the M.E. map reference code, sig-
nals procedure, first aid, sanitation and the treatment of
prisoners of war and civiiiana. The men were warned that looters
would be dealt with in the "severest manner". The directive
insisted that the division was to "go ashore physically fit,

with everyone knowing his job and what is reguired of him

and with a definite urge to kill". "It will be‘impresse&

on all ranks" 1t asserted "that good fighting must be assocla~-
ted with smartness of turn out and keenness in all those things
which go to make a good soldier, This division must become

knovm not only as a fighting division but as one possessing every
good military quality". (Hist Sec File "HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/W/s
I, "1 Cdn Div Training Memorandum No, 1, 23 Jun 43", ﬁ

267. As part of the preparation a special hsndbook calle
"Soldier's Guide to Itely" was Eassed out to all the troops.
This pemphlet contained a description of the geography, the
history, the govermment, the church, the principal towns and
industr!ea of Italy and told the soidier what his assignment
was in the country and what his relations were to be with
civiliens, It also gave him informetion regerding various
Italian customs, currency, weights and measures and a list of
useful Italian words and phrases. ("Soldier's Guide to Italy",
a copy of which is in Hist Sec Files.)

268, D' ring the voyage every effort was made to make

all ranks malaria minded by special instruetion and by the
taking of mepacrine tablets. Indeed this matter was considered
s0 important by General Montgomery that he had addressed a
letter to all unit commanders regarding it. (Hist Sec File
"HUSKY"/1 Cdn Inf Div/R,.C.A.M.C./B/M.)

269. The fast assault convoy (K.M.F, 18) took a course
north of Ireland and then due south but well to the west of the
Bay of Biscay, then east towards GIBRALTAR, which was passed
during the night of 4/5 Jul. Thence it headed:Geastwerds through
the Mediterranean along the North Africen coast, rounded Cape
Bon and continued southeast towards TRIFOLI until about 0900
hours D=1 (9 Jul 43) whence it turned northwards passing

MALTA about 1200 hours. Beyond a few elarms which sent all the
ships weaving and caused considerable excitement, the voyage
was accomplished without inecident, a striking proof of Allied
sea and air power, Perfect weather prevalled 2lmost throughout,
and as it became hotter, all ranks changed into troplicel wear.
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After months of hard training in the cold misty climate of
Scotland the cloudless skies and blue seas through which
they now jassed were a most welcome chenge. (Report on the
voyare by 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr, op. cit,)

270. The slow assault conwy was, however, less fortu-
nate. ;0n the night 4/5 Jul, two of 1ts ships, the "City of
Venice” and the "St Essylt", were torpedoed in the lMediterranean
between ORAN and AIGI s while on the following day the Com-
modore's ship, "Devis"™was also sunk, These three ships be-
tween them carried some 470 Canadian trcops, (18) of whom one
officer and 54 other ranks were reported missing, 562 vehicles
were lost includings

99 3-ton Trucks
102 15-cwt Trucks
52 Secwt Willy's
52 Carriers
37 Heavy Utility Vehicles
"4 Caravans
4 L.C.Vs.
68 lotor Cycles
14 25~pdr Guns
8 17-pdr Guns
10 6-pdr Guns
6 Bofors
31 Tractors
14 Trailers
1 Bulldozer

» LA Tomeraladacen e e ciRe -
e - 1 : _ it 1
Y (n) P79 opara 27). A4d the r.ollo‘ing'gféou to. this paragraph: 4
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*% This officer was Major J.M. Robinson, Div=-
isional Photo Interprster, who had previously
flown from England to Malte' to obtain the
latest information availahle, He had recon=
noitred the Pachino bseches from & submarine
and was then brought by destroyer to meet the
convoy from the United Kingdom, He came
aboard via the "bosun's chair®, r
(Higt Sec Pile: Italy 1943/1 Cdn Inf Div/IL/Dy
Account by Capt.G.M.Sprung.)

peen maae on uue mgnw £)/20 Jull whlch revealed that z firm
gandbar some 20 yards wide and about 18 inches below water stretw
«ched from 935884 for 600 yards te the south and about 80 yards
off RCGER beach. Inside this bar there was a steep drop shore~
wards to as deep as nine feet, OfT SUGAR beach there was e
similar bar but it was 24 feet under water with only a five foot
drop t the beach. On 7 Jul & special Photo Intelligenes
Officer came aboard the "Hilery" from a destroyer with_last
minute intelligence and photogrephs confirming this information,
(Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/C/E, Noval Hessage for -
General Simonds from 30 Corps, 29 Jun 433 Messages from G,0.C,
| to Comdr 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 and 7 Jul 43{ C.P,8., File 2500/3

Cable 346219 Z29, 29 Jun 43, 30 Corps to W.0. (for 1 Cdn Div),
WeDsy GeSey HeQs 1 Cdn Inf Div, 7 Jul 43. 1In re~transmission
‘the Neval message slightly changed the map reference.)
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3 : In & repoft to HaiQ., i Gan Enf Div, Major - _
D.S. Harkness, RaC.A., 0.0, Troops on the Ada/:
“Devis" told tha detaila rege

nk e Moty 4
quoted frcm this raport- It

-F

. At approx 1645 hra, 5 July 43, the ship
. i : was struck by a torpede just aft of

. midships. The sxplosion was immediately
benaath the OR's 'Mess Decks, and blew
the body of one man up on the bridpgs, am
two more on to the boatb ueck, as well a
the rear end of a i:.'c‘f.;c}.., etc. Fire broke
ut Immnediately, and within 3 = £ minutes
the fore part of the ship was cut off
from the aft part. Explesions of ammmition
wore continuous. o

The men, with two exceptions, behaved

. eSO TY W1l 'The¥ tock their boat

stations in an or derly menner, and did o

not throw over the rarfts or jump ovorbcerd
until the order to abandon ship was given,
In the meantime, they collected wounded
and burned men, and took them overboard
with them when they went. .

About a dogen meon were trapped on the Mess
Deck; several of these were able to get out
themselves. I organized a gang, wlith ropes,
who succeeded in pulling out the remainder,
All these men were fairly severely burned,
three of them very badly.

(C.M.H.Q. File 18/AAI/1, folic 278

When all personnel aft were overboard Major
Harkness himself left the shilp and three
minutes later at approximately 1805 hrs it
went down. According to the report "Personnel
were In the water for varying periods up to two
hours, when all had been got on rafts or
plcked up by the rescue tug. About half an
hour later a destroyer took on all survivors
and ran us into BOUGIE, TUNISIA™, There the
uninjured or slightly injured survivors were
partially re-equipped and sent on to Sicily
where they. landed late on }13 Jul. The
following day they joinec their units. Of

12 Officers and 252 other ranks on board the
"Devis™ 51 other Panks were reported dead on
missing. (ibid
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® During the ripst.nine c¢ays of July, in ’4¢“/4k7’_
accoraance wiih the mrelinina®y bombing pian //’VV oy
(pera 211 above), the Allied Air Forces had  J.£X
carried out intensive nstacks on the enemy's
airfields in Sicily. During #bis period the
NortheWest African Alr Forcesi€arried out 394
heovy, 1,225 mpdium and 377 light boumber
effective scortiss apainst Slofiian landing

srounds while Uyreraicsn = based Liberators
cf the Winth U,.3, Air Force flew 126
ofTactive sorileg agalnast these objectives,,

Cn one day, & Jul, 30 out of 54 alrcraft on the
walin GERBINT airflield were desatroyesd on the
eround, and on the same day 35 out of a force

of 1C0 Cerman Iighterd were shot down whilie
sttacking a Tormation of 27 Fortresses.

(R.AF, Mediterranean Review No.4, HQ. R.A.F.
Middle Eest, July=-Sepbember 194353 e Conquest
of SiciiyT; a copy is in :1ist See Files.¥

The R.A.F. Account referred to above sums up

the results of the bombing programme as follows:

The Allied air forces! attacks on the
Sicilian airfields during the first nine
days of July rendered many of them
unserviceable and about a half of the
enemy ‘s aircraft formerly based there

were either forced to withdraw ta South
Italy or moved to newly constructed landing
grounds. In particular, on the sve of the
Allieg lendings the mmin GERBINI alrfield,
seven of its satellitea, and COMISO alre-
fleld were rendered unserviceable; in the
west, also, as the wresult of the heavy
attacks in June BOCCA DI FALCO airfield
appeared to be unserviceable and CASTFLVETRARKO
was all but sbandoned., .

In addltion to the great number of enemy
alreraft destroyed on the ground in the
course of the pre-invasicn blitz on the
Sicilian airfields, bombers operating under
the control of the Northewest African Air
Forces claimed the destruction of 5€ enemy
fighters in combat for the loss of seven

. aircraft shot down by anti-alrcreft fire
and enemy air action end elght missing;
escorting fighters accounted for another
45 enemy aircraft destroyed at the cost of
seven shot down and filve missing, and
MALTA-based Spitfires acting as top cover
to the N.A.A.F, bombers also aeccounted for
an appreciable numbor of enemy fighters.
U.5. Liberatoras of the Ninth U.S. Air Force
encountered little enemy air opposition in
the course of their attacks on GERBINI and
COMISO airfields and dsstroyed only one
enemy fighter in combat without loss,
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272, As a2 result of this news, General Simonds ordered
Brigadier Graham, commanding 1 Cdn Inf Bde to use three L.C,T.
wi D, U.K.Ws., instead of L,C.A. for one assault compeny of
Hast & F.7.R. and the two assault companies of R,C.R. Thus,
if the 1,C.Tm. should go a round the D,U.K.7s. would swim off
them to the shore, (Messages, G,0.C, to Comd 1 Cdn Inf Bde,

3 and 7 Jul, op. cit.; see Appendix "I“ )

273. Since it wes obvious thet the BARK WTEST landing was
geing *o be a difficult one, 30 Corps Headquarters made special
arrangerents to send 24 extra D.U.K.Ws, in three L.C.T. from
Malta., (Hist Sec File "HUSKY" 1 Cdn Inf Div/C/E, Messages

from 30 Corps to 1 Cdn Inf Div, 30 Jun and 7 Jul.)

274. As the force approached its destination various

other convoys directed on the same target were passed and planes
were seen flying overheed bound for Sieily which was now being
continuously bombed in preparation. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf
Div,7-9 Jul 43.) But the Italian fleet and even the German Alr
Force still falled to come out and meet the approaching colossus.
Il the enemy were aware of what was impending they geve no sign
of 1t. They knew that an attempt at invasion was likely, but they
could not answer the guestious where or when.

275. During 9 Jul all the various sssault convoys of both
the Esrstern and Uestern Task Forees and t heir escorting warships
were yradually concentrating according to schedule just to the

-south of Malta. Thence they sailed northwards, each convoy

heading for 1its assigned beach. It was a hot cloudless day with-
out the suggestion of a breeze until the early afternoon when a
5t4ff gale suddenly blew up which churned the seas into angry
mssses of whitecaps. There was much concern lest the gale
continue thrr chout the night -nd prevent the carrying out of the
operation, dovever, about 1900 hours it began to abate ani al-
though there was still a consider.ble swell 1t was considered
tiat landings would be possible Tension increased as the zero
hour aprrosched and all ranks tock what rest they could in pre-
paration for the strenuous days ahead. Towards midnight they ste
their lasst meal on board ship, their last regular meal for some
time to come. In their packs they carried 48-hour emergency mess
iigdrh;;gnsito tide them over the first few days. (Account bya

n Div Hist offr, cop, cit.3 %.D.y H.Q 4y R.C.A.5.C,, 1 Cdn
Inf Div, 1=9 Jul 44.) ’

276. At zbout 2330 hours allied aircroft passed overherd
to complete the softening-up process on the various points of
the Island where the defences were most likely to interfere with
the asssult landings™ Finally at 0048 hours, 10 Jul the Head-
quarters ship HE,M,S, "Hilary" dropped anchor "at the release
positiony quickly folliowed by the other vessels of the convoy.
(Account, 1 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr ) The months of planning and
training were over, and now, after almost four years of waiting,
the 1st Canedizn Div:sion wes to engage in active operations -
operations that would end only 'vith the final collapse of the German
Army in Europe.

B2 4 B A RSB ES A A PAREE S B R

277. This report was begun by Hajor A. T Sesia and completed
and revised by Captain J.BEB. COnaeper.

(C.P. Stacey) Colonel,
Historical foicer,
" ADIAN MILIT
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APPLNDIX "DY

Thoe following exztract 1o talten from an "Amﬁatrati?e
Amprociation Tor Uporation IIUCKY", dated 24 IWib 43
(C.P-S. Filo 1001)

I CY O ATPRECIATICN

j ' P0 aect 18 o basls for Y.D. ond advdidstrative planning,

g8g2CY OF OFanIION

» To capture and hold Sicily.

v

TRASGTOAL, ST TNG

02

J

The plan 13 based on the following assumptionsi-

o
©

(a) The Allics arc firmly cstablished in tThe vhcole of French
and Itvclian liorth Lfricaa

(b) Sardinia and antellaria romain in Axis honds,

(¢) Spain has remainod neutral ond Spanish liorocco has not
therefore boon occupled and there are no signs of devolop=
rent of Spanish hestility nor further immdinont German
throat to Spain.

OUTLIIL PLAH |
4, (a) DPreparatory Periods Illaval and air action during the

preparatory perio bo dirceted teowards the followineg
Objoctﬂl

(1) o roduce cifoctivonoss of itic enecmy alr forcos,
peyticularly ipghters and day borlbers.

(11) Yo Inflict ithe ruximm damage on the Italian Mlcot
and drive 1t up tho Adrictic,

(111) To ‘ln conirol over encuy subinrines in the
llediterrancan,

(b) ilcavy raide on Ttuly and action aimed ot effeeting the
nazinum reduction in Axis alr streongth senorally (perticular
in {1 hters) to ba carriod out from tho United ifinsdom and
florth AiTlca.

{¢) In the licdiierrancan, day and nicht boubing, fichter
swcops, cscort raids ond low flying avtecks will be inten-
sificd from D wtmus £1 until Y bay, with the object of -

(1) Interrupting suxds reinforcerionts to Sicily.

(11) Swrihoring owr attaiment of air superiority by
destroyin’; Axis fighters.

Finelly, on the two nishts prior to D day, a hoavy and
concentrated boubor attack will De carricd out in the illessina area.

Phase I = D Day assaults.

Se Agsaults vill bo cerried out in tho followlng arcast
South-Dastcern Lirea (British assaults)

As Avola sdvcn.

(a) One comtiando to capture the coast defence runs
at Can lhurro di l'ercu.



APZIIDIX "D"(contd)
ase I - D Doy assaults (5) contd.

(b) One infantry division and ono army tank
battalion to land on a two brigade front to
copture Siracusa and Augusito.

Be Tachiing arean.

Ono infantry brigade group to capture the airfield
at Tachino,

Cs Jozutllo arod.

() Ono parachute vrigade (lcas one battalion) %o
be dropped to adsist in the capture of tho air-
field at Coniso,

(b) One infantry division (loss ono infantry
brigade group) and ono armourcd reginont to land
on a onoc brigade 'ront to canture tho clriicld
at Comiso and to advance to the high ;round
Palazzolo ~ Duccheori -~ Vizzind.

D Gole Avciie

(a) Ono parachuic brigade (less ono battalion) to
be drolpod to agsist in the cepturec of the alre
field at ‘onte 0livo.

(b) Onc infantry division to land on a one brigade
front to capture the airficld at Ponte Olivs and
St. lichele, and to guard the flarlk of the sub-
gequont advance on Catania.

Vestorn Arca (Anorican assaults)

L. Seciucca -~ llarinella /fAren.

Ono infantry division and en arpouwred rogimont to
~and on a tvo brignde front to capture thé landing ground at
sclacen and the airfield at Castolvotranc.

Phagso IT « dasgults.

6. PDalovro «roa’ (fimerican Assaulis.)

Oun’ ) plus 2 tho followins asgaults will be uade in the
Palemio arcue _

Ze Duatollonarc.

{a) Ono Comiendo to capbure tho coostal bLatteries
at Cop 8. Vitoe

(b) Ono infancry division (less one infaniry
oripgade rroup) and ong armourcd brigade group (less
one armourcd regiment) to land on a two Lrigads
Tront on becach 52 with the object of B@Vcring road
angd rail commnications betweon the west ol the
island and Palemio, ond linking up with our forces
at Cagtelvebtrano.

Ge TI'QPEC'IJO

Cno 1n_anury alvision (less onc infantry brigade croup) .
vo land ond to advance oastward uﬁains Palornio.

I. Cerini Say

() Ome comt:ondo to copture the coast battery at
Capo Galloe



APPLIIDIX "D (contd)

Phage IT -~ Assaults. {contd).

He Carini Say gconi:d!.

(b) Onec in:f‘antmy brigade group to land on boach 35
to assist the Trappeto force in the capture of
the Palermo area.

Je 'Cape Zafforsno ares.

One infantry brigade group and one Commando to land
south of Cape Zaffarano to provent the arrlval of reinforcements
from tho east and to assiast in the captuwro of Palorros.

7. Catanis Area (Bribtish Assault)

. One D plus 3 the following assault will be rmde in the
Cotania arveasw

(a) Throe parachute brigadés to be landod in the Gerbini arca
%o asgist in the capture of alrfields.

(b) The batteries in Catania towvn o be neutralized by naval
- bombardmont and two Corrandes to be landod gouth of the town
to deal with the remaining Catanla batterics.

(c) Ono division and one infaniry brigade provp to bo landed
on & two brigade front to capture Cetanic and the airflields,

Thage ITII - Reduction of thc Island,

Ee To assist in this phase of the operation onc infantr
L._v:inicm will be landed in cach of The easteéern and western areas by
D plus 28 if they are found to be necossary,.

TINTING 01" OPERATION

. Da The originel assault dete onvisaged for the operation

vag 25th July 1945, The exanination is at prcoent teking place with
a view %o mounting the operation at a suitabloe moon pez-iod In June,
Present planning doals entirely with the earlier daté, 1.0. 22nd
June, and all eciforits rust be concentratecd on launching the assauvli
on this date unless or until it is Tound impracticable to do 80,

SYSTIIT O COLILALID

10, Suprome Cormander - Goneral Lisenhower
Deputy Comander - General Aloxander

Vostorn Yask Force
Commander

Genoral Patton

Lostern Task Forcoe
Comnanden

Genoeral lbntgomory
CTIIRES OF PLIJINING

Allicd Force licadgquarters ~ Algiers
Viestorn Taslk Force " Oran
lastorn Tagsk TForce e Calroc.

LOUILING OF OPEURATION AUD VRGVISION OF FORCES.

12, As ay presont plenned the British portion of the
operation is tc bes mounted and forces found as Tollows:-



APP? MDIX D" (contd).

fhape III - “gduction of the Island (conid).

liounting of Cpeoretion and Frovision of Forces (12) cortd,
Avola~Pachino~rozzalo assaults - 5 and 56 Division, cx P.A.I.C,
Cola assault - 1lst Division ox ilorih Africa.

Catonie assault - Srd Division and ono Inf Dde Gp ex United
- BInsGonle

Follow TUp L plus 20 -~ (ne infantry divigion ex lidddle Esat.



' AVPLNDIX "EY SECRET

Tho following liat of Canadianp ctaff officeors engaged in tho
planningz for Oporation "IUSKY" is a copy of an vndated list

in File P'A. 1""1‘4"‘1

G.CeC,
IL. D.C.

i.Q. 1 CDN DIV

la je=-Gon. G.C., Slmonés, C.B.E.
Liouts K.L.W. Scott Edmn R

GFIERAL STAPE BRANICH

GQS‘O- 1

G’sSDOS 2;0})8;
#.840. S(Cps
G.S.D. 3 OPS}
G.S.0, 3(CW)
LeDa0s 3(Int)

Lt.-Col G, {itchinz, RCR Bam R
I jor B.De¢ Danby, Seaforth of C
Capt U.R. bingham RCR

Lieut (A/Capt) A.T. Sosia ¥ RULI
Capt H.'.C, Price, RCR

Capt A. Cheubora C.Inb.Ce

BRAICH OF "2 AeGo & QelieGa

Nehe & QGo
D-Jﬁ .Il .G.

Dul‘l .Q. I,.I.G.
LLZDICALS

A D.I:.S °
Da‘h. * D.IE-S a

QROLAIICE
A.D.Q.0.

PROVOSTY
APl

LOCAT

ADeJdJA.

G.5.06 2
.:L..""L. i:; QQIE}.G.

D.fieQeliaGa

[
e L]

.‘_;'.{:\u 6.‘-‘ '.LIQG'
(oi3400 Opa)
GeireCo (SD)
G. b..o‘ (OPS)
D.AAG,
DeAsQeM.CGo(0psa)
D.A Qe Gelll
< II(\-."L‘

Y

(V1R & Ny P

Lt-Col i,P, Gilbride, RCASC

Major T.5.D, Wallacc, LD, Gen List

(DO RiD)
Ijajor A IF;&J' Knif;ht » RCA

Lt-Col (A/Col) C.iH. Playfair,RCAIC

liajor J.Ke 3o0ll, RCAIC

29
A

14
26

51
15
27

29

R

29

ee .

llajor (A/Lt~Col) (Ce042 6l.) D.G.F,16

Farquharson,RCOC
Capt (A/ilnj) H. Cooper, C.Pro.C.

Capt C. k. Craham, Cen List

A ODII DIV SPEC IHCRIELIIT

16

Capt (A/i%j) D.W, ilcAdam, Vest ISR 27

Lt=Col .i.-f'.J. LEOOE;Z' Ro?«rpg. bC S g

Capt (A/tlnj) C.S. iraser, 1 C
Scot R

Maj JeAs Lofobvre, R 22¢ R,

CADADIAII PLAILIING STAIT

iaj (A/Lt-Col) C.ll. Harding, RCA
Iaj BoGa Pullen, Lorne Scobs

Haj P.ER. iright, BRe Regb. Ce
Capt .. Fortunc, West 1SR

liaj D.F. ilacRac, liC., SD&G Hizhrs
laj G.J, Spencor, RCE

llaj H.1le Hacling, RCASC

Gapt CelRe I‘ﬂm’ R de liBin.

CARADIAN PLALIINC STAFY TIICRII TR

Capt V.A,. Yooc, RIIC
Cant X!, Counsell, RCA
Cept L. Sarantos, RCASC

27
27

ol

merga

Apr
liny

ob

Faob

Apr

May

ilay
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
ity

J an <

liay

liay
ny
Ry

a2
43
22
43
4z
43

£3

&3

3
49
43



APPEIIDIX M (contd)e

TeGe 1 CDI ARIY TK DD

Comd Brig R.A, Uyman, 1D, 2

$~ 1.1
-~ d-"

Taj C.Fe Schmidlin, CAC 18

C‘-S.Ol G I.I:lj D-B‘. _CEIZ!.OI‘OD, C!‘l(‘: 27
D.AAL 2 QelleGoe Capt II. Yilliamson, Gen List 27
“e«Ce Capb* U.T. Logpatt, CAC

1 CON ARIY 7K DDE SPEC TiCULLTIE
G.8.0., & llaj R.R. Imro, CAC 3

~N.

Lator appointed 1 Cdn Inf Div Idatorical OfTiccre

Feb 42
Jul 42

[

Jul 42

i
(w3

ey



APFEEDIX "F"
(Based on an Order of Battle, Tor il Jul 49, in C.l«HeQs file 3/Sicily/1/3)

16 ARLIY GROUP
{Comds Gen the Hon am5.0. Alexander)

|

SEVENTH (U.S.) ARMY EIGHTH ARMY

(Comd: Lt.,~Gen, G.S« Patton) (Comd: Gen, Sir B.L, Montgomery)
_, SEVEWTH (U.S.} ARMY
- 2_onms E ' RESPRVE

(Comd: Lt,~%enn Omar Drodley)

q 1 s ' T T (
2 ARID DIV 1 INP DIV 3 INF DIV 45 INF DIV 83 ATRDORRE DIV 1,3 & 4 r Uns g INP DIV
. : I & 753 In Tk Bns

NeBse 2 Armd Diw, 3 Irf Div and 82 Alrborne Div wored later withdrawn from 2 Corpa. & "Pnovislonal” Corpn wase thon formed,
lator called 4 Corps. ;

EIGATH ARuY
- r o pa—— e ._I'L — ] g p - L]
135 £ORPS 20 CORPS 4 AR!D BDE 23 ARLD BDE 1 ATIRBORNE DIV
!COBﬂSLto":}Bn 1HeCo MEBOZI _{_Lt.-&on. Sir 6.3 .E. IQGSQ; Bt-) ]
] . . ‘! 9 4 L
5 INF DIV 50 (N) INF DIV 51 (H) INF DIV 1 CD:@ INP DIV 231 IHF BDE 1 CDu ARMY BEACH CROUPS ARMY TROOPS
5B 3,4,20 and 21 Beach ,5 & 6 A.G.R.At
Croups Se3. Bde
51,52,55 and 34 S.4.8. Regt
N.Be An Bighth Avmy Outline Order of Battle, deted 8 Jul and effective on 'D' Day, shows Bricks ' 1 Ecorpion
6 A.G.R.A. , 4 Avnd Bde, 1 Airborne Div, 32,53 and 34 Bricks (Beach CGroups) and 2 A.A. Dde Rogt
undeyr 15 Corps, and 6 A.G.R.A , 23 Armd Bds, 3,4 and 20 Beach Groups, 51 Brick, 62 and 73 M.BsD.0. IX
A+des Bdes under 39 Corps, 10 Corps 1s shown aa Eighth Army HBeserve temporarily under Command and other
Oella0 ieEaFe (WeDs, Maln Bighth Army, Appx 'L', Jul 43,) ‘ troops

The organization uf both Armies was conbinually being changed aa the campaign developed. For
instance on 11 Jul the 8.S..B8de wos withdpawn from ucnder command 1 Cda Inf Div and placed under Army Command,
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1 CAIIADIAY DIVISION OPERATION ORDER NO 1

Referance laps: [GSGS 4072 « 1:500,000 SICILIA
G8GS 4229 =« 1350, 000 Bheots 276 « II
: 277 = YIIL
GSGS 4228 = 1:25, 000 Sheets 27Y6 -1I IE & SF
: 277 «IIL NE & SW
B & SE

&

2

TNRODUCTION :

1. (&) 1 Cangdian Division is now a part of the Eight Army,
which, together with a United States Avmy Corps, ia
to eapture SICILY. This operatica bears The code nams
el

(b) Eighty Army, commarded by Genersl lontzomery, has been

divided fox'- the assault phase of this operam":im late
two Corps = 30 Cérps and 13 Corps. 1 Canedian Division
is w;l{*th 30 Corpse

(e} The sonmander of 30 Corps is Lieutenant Geperal Sir
Olivor Leese Bt, who commanded it during the batile
of ATAMEIN and the pursuit into TUNISIA. The C
now consists of 1 Canadian Division, 51 (Highland
Ini'zgtr:; Division and 231 Infantry Brigado., 51

(Highland) Division is commended by lia jor General

gg gi‘ley and 231 Brigade is commanded by Drigadier

(d} The ; comsender of 15 Corps is Lioutenent General

Dempsey who, in 1941, was BPigadler Ceneral Staff et
Canedinn Corps Headquariters, 13 Corps has under '
comcand & Division; 50 Division end 1 Alrberne Division.

INFORMATION
2, Enmemy -

For ona? dispositions, deseription of beaches end terrain,
and inhabltants, see Intelligence Summaries and deferece
overprints as issued.

S5« Quo Troong

L .

(&) 13 Corps are landing in the area AVQLIA (J 0112), their
main task béing to seoize SYRACUSE and AUCUSTA &g soon
as possibles .

(b) 30 Cu=ps are assaulting the PACEINOG Peninsuvla.

(e} 2 United Btates Corps are landing in the area GELA
with the task of secwring the alrfields at GELA,
BISCARTI and COMISO, ;

{

A1l the above asssulits will be carried ous simultanecusiya
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S0_Corps Plan

(a) 251 Brigade is asseulbting through two beaches vhich 1lie
NORTE and SOUTH of HMARZANEMI O 0094. “hese boeches are
muhored 51 and 52 respeetively and are known by code
name DART BAST, The immedinte task of 2351 Brigade is to
gsecure & bridgehead fom N 83965 ~ FPATTA 8. LCRENZC
H 9685 ~ rozd ruaning SOUTH to excluding PACHINO townse
thence road junction 983918 « inlel 001925

(b) 51 (Highiand) Division is assaulting on beaches betwéen
ACQUA PALOIMEA O 0189 and PUNTA DELLE FORITICHE N 54860,
These beaches are lmown as BARK 30UTH.

The maip teapmof 51 (Highland) Division are to capture
56 Beach (wahich lies in the bay at RADA DI PORTOPALC
0 0086}, the higa ground in ares 0 0086 and PACHINO town,

INTINTICN

€e

1 Canndlan Pivision and attached troops (ses Order of Baitile
Appondix *HT ) wills

(a)
(p)
(e}

(d)

1ETHOD

€s

Te

8o

Tho
(a)

(b)

(e)

 PHASE T

Cepiure BARK WEST sector (Bezch 57)«
Proteet the left flank of 30 Corpse

Capture PACHINO airfield and develop it for operationcl
N8O

Propare to advance to the line of road ROSOLINI 8502 -
POZZATLO 7692 in econfermity with 51 (Highiland) Divisiloa.

operation will be divided into three gkesesn.

PHASE I

The capture of BARK WEST sector, the destruction of
coast defonse arti and beach ¢sferneon, the clearing
of high ground immediatvely overlooking the beaches and
the capture of PACHINO airfiold.

EEASE II

The landing of the Divisiomal reserves, the eapbture of
the two features at 8992 and 9195 ané ithe re=crganiuzailon
of the Division vreparatory te further advance.

PHASE IIT

The advanse by 1 Canadian Division in comformity with
51 { dz Division to general line ROSOLINT H 8502 -
SPACEA 0 (ISPACCA) B 8099 « POZZAILO N I'?SQBs

inter-divia bo ineluding 1 Canadian Division -

age

- CrOfS rosdsm SLTHRSC - ineluding

51 (Highlend) Division PACHINO Town.
Agseult on Beashes

The asseult will e ox twe brigade front supported on the

lelt

by a, simulbtaneous assault by the Bpecial Servige Brigeds,
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Bight -~ 1 Carnadion Infantey Brigade Group
with under command
£ Canediex Field Regiment

142 Field Re ut (Self Propelied} (lesu

one bats end one troon)
51 Cacadian Ambi~tank Baitewy

S Cancdian Light Anti-Airerafi Batbery

4 Cansdian Field ¢

Detackmont of 1 Camadisn Division Signels

4 Canedian Field Awbulance

Sectiom 1 Canadinm Division Provest Coupany

Left - 2 Caaadfen Infenbry Brigade Geoup
with under commrnd
¥ Canadiay Fielié Re ot

Battery snd Troop Fleld Regilment (Seif

Propellied)
84 Comndien Iigh Anti-Aiverafll Babbery

80 Caxmdisan Anbi-tank Bok

S Canmpdion Mield Company

5 Commdisy Field Asbulense
(Troopy wador comsiend 1 and 2 Canadian Tafentry Brigades
. for loading euly, ere shown in Appendicos "B and W@t}

~ Brig J4 925912 thenee sivenwm to 933958,
10. Task of I Cansdian Infesiwy Brigade Group

4 Caradien Infantry Brigade Giroup will land on ROGER secter

EAST ef and inglusive 926885 at B hour fads

(2) Destrey enemy soest defenee battery reparted at 956894

{b} Ceptwre 2li ineluwsive apur 950928 ~ 958900

I4 925912 eovering BARK WEST from WORTH-EAST snd WORTH
(e} Capbure PACHINO airficld 9691, reorganisze and be prepar

= aXl inclusive I Canpdisw Infantéy

ed

to pdvange on axis PACHING aiwfield - podnt 55 ia road 917045 -

= point 69 9095 - SL7987 traek junctiom OL7947.

(d) In erder to establish contaet with 51 (Iighland) Divisiom
Guring this edvenee weconmaissanse patrols will bo sond tos

' {4} Point 21 9486
/ (14} | Ring comtour 953877
(244} | Ring contour 967889

/| 1f 51 (Eifhlend izion are not in oacmp%tmﬁ_ of these

. ' ) Div
/! points, the patrols will remaim in cbssrvatiom.

(e} Patrols will mslse be sent frward as =001 ‘-ia pessible

' te comtaqt 231 Brigade Vo the NORTH of PACHTING town,

11, Task of 2 Cenadii  TaCeutry Srigade Group

[ 8 Camadian Ini'autri Erigade Grovp will land om SUGAR sector

VEST of and exelusive 928885 and at = kv wiils

(@} Advanco WEST bo destroy enemy beaeh dofomces up e and

ezelusive eomgounﬂ at 889900 andaazf required, co-operate

willa Spepiel Servisce Brigade im degtrustion of enewmy
dafencggybetwem melusﬁ: point 886893 « 8558090,

|

s
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(b) Positicon 1tsels in area all inclusive bridse 88137 «
bond in roed 910056 « road end track junctlom
922018 -~ point 33 &% B83020 and patrel to hish grownd
ln soos0cp 8595, 894 and 8694,

(c) Propare to advance and captwse high pground ell) inciusive
point 84 st 857056 « point 64 at 8470945 - point 59 at
B68244,

(d) Allot at least one troop Antletank guns to the Special
Service Dripede as scon as the latier have destroyed the
enimy defences and re~orsgenized as in porsgreph 12 {4)
bolow,

Ingineor roconnuissanca parties will reconnolire the lengtn of the
LAVINARO BRURC BS95 ond the neck of land 894072, end report as Lo
whethor they are obutacles o wvheels or tracks, prepere croasing
pleces and report locations.

12, Tasl: of Speciel Sorvlce Bripads

Spocial Sorvice Brigsde will iend at R hour betwecn FU' T4 CASTELLAZZO
square 8889 and FUIMTA CIRICA 8668 and wills

(a) Deatroy eneny const defenco batterles in ihe eres 986823

{b) Dlestroy onemy defences between these betteries in conjunction
with 2 Canpdian Infaniry Brigandes

{e) Capture Loech arca 888898 from lundward side end inform
Divisicnal Headaquerters whether it 1s suifable for landing
of persomnel and vehiclcs and 1f seaward approtichos are clear
of ohstaclos.

(d) Roeeorgenize on high grownd all inclusive road junction
g73918 « jolnt 25 278205 for protection lefi {fiank.

The Special Service Drigade will be responsidle for tha destructiom
of coest defsoncos on thelyr TASTERN flenk as fer as Inclurive the
comnound at 889300,

15 Reporting of Inltial Beacheads

(&) 1 and 2 Cznadlian Infantry Brigades wlll report by uvaing the
code in (b) below as soon as locel beacheads have besn pocured
by leading assault conmpanies. This information will only be
pasced shon compenies have crossed the beach, having petsed
ghrough any bzach obstacles, and are concentrated in tho duncn

oyont,

(b} Cods names are allotted s under:

1 Canedisn Infeatry Brigade

Right forwaprd company right battallon HEATIER
Loft forward company rlght battelion HOLLY¥HOCK
Right forward cormpany left battelion HONEYSUCKLE
Left forward company left battalion EYACINTH

2 Cenadlan Infentry FPrlcosde

Ripght Torward company riznt battalion LAVENDESR
Left Torword company right battalion LILAC
Right forward company lei’t tattelion LiLY
Loyt forwerd couparny left battelion LUPIN

() 1 and 2 Canadian Infantry Belgedes will also arrcnge that flarcs
TR gre 1it in the Loaches by forward companies as 2oon as each
boech 1s paineds
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1 Canadign Infantry Brigade to light red flarea
2 Cangdian Infantry Brigade to light groen flaros

(d) Special Service Brigade will report that they hove made &
successful landing by sending the codo word ORCHID,

General Policy of Nowal Support (for details see Appendix 'K!)

(&) If complete surprise is maintainoed up to H hour no.
covering bombardment will precede the assault,

(b) If enemy coast defence artillery and defences open
firo on our small craft or shipping before H hour H I
ships will bombard until H minus 15 minutes end small
support craft will support the assault with fire.

(¢) If formations end units of 1 Canadien Divieslon have not
silenced all coast defence batteriles within the
divlisional sector by first light H i ships will apain,
without furthor werning, continue the bomberdment and
noutrallzing of any active batterles engaging our ships,
craft or the beechss,

Prase IT

15. Divisional reserve will land on orders Divislonal Headquerters

16,

174

18,

19,

in the following prlority: .
(&) 12 Canadian Tank Regiment
(b) 1 Canadizn Anti Tenk Regiment (lees thres batteries)
(¢) 3 canadion Infantrg;rkigade Group with undor cormand
: 57 Anti Battery :
2 Canadian Light Anti Alrcraft Battory

9 Canpdien lield Ambulance
Section 1 Canadlen Division Provost Company

Divisional Reserve will be prepared to land

(8) through BARK WEST

(b) through DARK SOUTH if BARK WEST is considered uneultable
(e) sirmultaneously on both BARK WEST and BARK SOUTH
Divisional Reserve &aaambll_ﬁ_rm on lending

See trace 'T! attached.

If, through tho condition of the beaches, 3 Canadlan Infantry
m*{gade Group assexble in the MOOSE assembly area, they will
move 88 soon as possible to the BEAVEE assembly area,

Divisional Reserve Concentration Areas

See trace 'T' attached.

3 Canadien Infantry Brigade remaln in the BEAVER assembly area
émtglor?,ered forwerd by Divisional Headquarters (See paragraph
0 ow) e

Movement Divisional Headquarters and Divisional Reserve

The assembly deployment and moves of Divisional reserve and
Divisional Headquarters will take priority over the develomment
of the final meintenance plan. . :




'..-.T..-.-.""""""""""""""""-"-i--------.!...!.........______

[10ST SECRET

- 6 =

20, Task of 3 Cansdian Infantry Brigade

As poon as one battalion has assembled complete in tho BEAVER
asgembly arce it will capture and sscurs spur from BURCIO
827932 to Polnt 19 in 91952,

21: Task of 1 or 5 Cenmdian Infantry Brigades

| 1 or 3 Camadian Infantry Bri 8 as ordered will capture high
ground all inclusive point: 69 in 8995 = bridge 917367 = traok
Junction 917647,

The bridge at 917967 will be held until handsd over to 51
{Highland) DPivision in Phnse III,

22, Task of 2 Canadian Ini'antg Brigede

On receipt of orders 2 Canadlan Infantry Brigeds will cspture
high grovnd 81l Inclusive point B4 at 857966 = roint 64 at
B47945 -« roini 59 at B6EY44,

23, Task of Ppeecial Service Brigade

Special Service Bripade wlll conform Lo movements of 2 Carmadlan
Infentry Brigade snd cover tho left flaunk of the Division by
occupying lnclusive »ing contour 866930 to inclusive apur 8492
and patrolling from this point to the sea of FOCE CHIANETTE
8359311,

24, Nain Divisional Hosdquarters will move to vielnity 9200922,
Rear Divisional Heedquarters will move to vicinlty 828916,

Phase IIX

25, 1 Cansdlan Division will re-organige as below preparatory to
( advencing on a two Brigade front on AXLIS PACHINO - ISFICCA 8089,

{a) Omne Brigade in area all inclusive spur 950926 « 035000 -
‘ point 14 at 925012,

[ {b) One Brigads in avea all inclusive point 69 In 8995 e
| bridge 217967 « track junction 017947,

(¢) One Brigade in arsa all inclusive point 84 at £57956 =
© point 64 at 847945 - polnt 59 at BE8OL4 :

(d) Special Service Lz-lga.de in area all inclusive 7ing contour
856530 « gpur 8402, _

26, Division I.az_zdin;; Table
(e) BESOM = seo Appendix "A"
{(b) NIMROD - gee Appendix "B"
(¢c) SABH « sse Appendix "C"
(enmexure 1 and 2 show tactical and gdministrative composi
(d) BERRICK II « sice Appendix "D®

27s Allocation of Porsommel and vehicles to Convey

(a.)_ BESOM s09 Appendix "EV
(b)' NIMROD see Appendix "F"
(e) SASH gee Appendix "7

{(d) HNERRICK II 8eo A_ppendi::‘ ugn
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31,

33,
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Field Artillery

. {a)

()

Self “ropelled and Field Reginonts will be under command
assguliting brigndes as allot¥eds They will be dsployed
by brigades as close as practical to the inter brigsde
boundery betwacn 1 and 2 Cenedian Infantry Erigades to
facilitate re pzrouping under Commander Royal Artlllery,

1 Canadian Field Regiment on landing from HERRICK IY will
either be directed to an assembly area or placed uwnder
command 3 Canadisn Infantry Brigados The princlplo for
ro-grouping outlined in paragraph 28(e) above will be
applicable,

Medlum Artilliexy

. 95 Medium Battory on landing will proceed Yo an assembly area

under command Commander Royal Artlillery.
30, Anti-Tank

1 Canadien Anti-Tank Regimont (less three batteries) will be
deployed under orders Commander Royal Artillery.

Anti-Alrceralt (See Appendix L)

{a)

(b)

{e)

(a)

Anti-aircraft protection of 2 Canadien Infantry Dr
beach head will be the responsibility of the Brigads,

Antl-alrcereft defence of 1 Canadian Infantry Drigade boach
ﬁnd aren will bo the rexponsibility of Commander 103 Sub
ek )

Antie-gircroaft defence of PACHINO airfield 0691 will be
responsibility of Commander Royal Artillery,

On capture of airfield by 1 Canadlan Infantry Brigade,
the 5 Canadian Light Anti Alireraft battery will be
responsible, a8 1ts primary end ercluslve task, for tho
protection of the alrfield. :

Smoke

The use of smoke throughout the assault and subsequent
exploitation will be subject to inter service considerstiom.

(a)

(b)

(c)_

(a)

Approach to the beaches - a Nawval rosponsibility. Smoke
w%ll bgtuaed a8 doomed noceasary by Royal Navy for protection
0ol CIralve )

The decision whether or not to use smoke for the Anti aircrafi
protection of the beaches will rest with tho AADC who will
consult the Officer Commanding Beach Group concerned,

Smoke used in conjunction with any observed fire plan after
landing and involving resources of Royal Navy or Royal Alr
Yorce will bo subject to smoke policya s issued by corpse It
will be coordinnted by the Cormender Royal Ar¢illory.

Brigades may use smoke within thoir own resources. Ship's
Forward Observation Officers to be informed,

Barbardment Unit

Ship's I'orward Observation Officer Partios will remain with 1 and
2 Cangdian Infantry Brigades until orderod to return to Division

Headquarters.
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34, Anmunition Polley

(a) A1l ardillery units will lend carrying full artillery and

(b)

(c)

srmll eyrms ammunltion, in assault scals operation.

Self Propelled, Field and Medium may oxpend up to 50%
first line ammunition without referring to Commander
Royal Artl%}ery.

Division Light Anti Alrcraft may expend amnunition as
required,

35 Divisional Royal Engincers

Toaglks end Prioritles

(a)
(b)
(c)
- {a)
(e)

Clenrance of lanes through minefields
Communications

Water supply

Pogssible delousing of PACHINO airfield

Proviglon of defence stores gnd division dumpSe

36, DBeach Royal Ingineers

Tasks and Ppioritiea

()
(o)
(c)
(a)
(o)
(£)
{g)
{n)
(3

Assist Royel Navy in dealing with underwater obstacles,
Clearing lenes in mineflelds for Leach exits.
Improving exits and laying beach roadwaye

Clearing mines from gun sltes for Light Anti Alrcraft
and Heavy Antl Alrcraft. {

Clearing mincfilelds for beach frameworks
Water supply

Communicatione with beach maintenancs aree.
Royal Englneer Stores |

Prisoner of War Cages.

57 Alirfield Construction

{a)

(b)

Tagks and Priorltles

{1} Restoration of main TAST WEST landing lane &t PACHINO
&.i;'field =

(11) Restoration of NORTH SOUTH landing lane at PACIHINO

elriield,

{114) In the svent of PACHINO airfield belng very extensively

demapgoed o new site will be located and developed o prow
vide landing lane for 4 squadrons of Spitfires.

(iv) lMessapes as to avelilability and completlon of landing

strips wlll be sent "emergency ops'.

Reconneissance and Advence Party 15 Alrfleld Constructlion
Group will advance to PACHINO airfileld under commend 1
Cansdian Infantry Srigade.
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{(¢) 15 Airfield Construction CGroup will advance to airfield undeor
order 1 Cgnadian Division. :

(d) 233 Pionser Company under command Transportation for
construction vehicle landing ramps On completion revert
to Commender Royal Engineers 15 ﬁim‘iald Construction Groups

Hinefields

(a) ALl minefields will be marked and dealt with in sccordsnce
with Allled Force Headquarters pamphlet “How to clear lMines
anc. Booby Traps" March 1043, -

() The division of responsibility of Division Royal Engineers
andl Beach Roynl Engineers with respoct to minea on boaches
and in beach reintonance aree iste .

(1) Division Royal Engincers will provide lenes for passapge
of liechanical Trensport of assaulting troops through
minefields on beachos on scale of one lene per
assauliting battalione. :

" {11) A1l other mine cleering on beachos snd within beach
maintonance grea will be the responslbllity of the
Beach Royal Englreors.

(111} Infontry Brigades will lend onme complete platoon Royal
Engineers from Division Fleld Compeny with transpord
londed and ons set of lane marking stores, and keep
intact as a roserve.

Beach ipintenance

(a2) Mumber 3 Beach Croup will land with 1 Canadian Infantey
Brigade Group end will develop bsach meintenance area within
.1 Canadisn Infantry Brigade boundaries to service the essault
_elements of 1 ond 2 Canndian Infantry Brigade Croups.

{(b) Detachmont Number 4 Beach Group will land with 2 Canadign
Infantry Brigade Group in sufficient strongth te enable the
vehicles of the Bripgads Group to be passed throuihs

(¢) The remaindor of Number 4 Beoch Group will be in Divigional
Regerve and will be prepared to land on BARK WEST or BARK
. SOUTH snd oxtend beach maintenance sregs It will be Joined
here by its dotocimont from 2 Cenadian Infantry Drigade.

Water Sgg&l% « 48 of vitel i -portance and the reporting of source
or water be the cuty of all arms.

Division of responsibilityie -
T’Gcoﬁ%saamo and repor gt = All erm8 « through normal chamnels
CRE will maintein a Vater mep

Development « Ro Engineers .
&1lotment of Waser - "Qzal
Cedss

{2) The new type Gddex wlth 200 words will e wused thro
1 Canadian Divipion down to Infentry Battalion and Artiller
stery level; -

(b) The Middle East type of map reference code will be used by
gll renks .«

. For further ‘detalls end explanstlon soe soparate Signal

‘metrection and Crders.
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Posowords

In order to establish a pessword common to the wholo Army to
cover the initial assgult pericd the followlinz password
progedure will be adopted and made Imown to all ranks.
CHALLENGE - "DESERT RATS"

ATSWER - PRILL ITALIAUS"

Uo othepr passwords will be used untll further orders

Racopmition Slgnals

Ground to Alr recognition
Air to ground - Se¢ Appendix "M"
Ground fo pround recognition

CN LAFDING AND U TIL FURTHER ORDERS PEWNANTS FLOWN BY AFV's AS
OUTLINED IN APPENDIX "u" PARAGRAPH 3 (a) WILL BE POSITIONID AS
FOLIOWS ¢

OHE at top of nest
One half way up mast

t is the responsibility of all comds to ensure that all ranks
know the Army Commenders intention and plan before going into
getion,

Seeurity

e vy oo

Complote coples of Operation Ordors will NOT be taken ashoroe
Any relevant oxtracts required may be taken d own In manuscript
and in note form and will bear no officlsl hending,

D Day end H aour

E bour is the tlvwe at which leadlng flighte of asaruliting
infantry touch tho shore.

D day is the day in which the assault cormences. "
D ¢ay and H hour have been corrmnicated verbally to those comceraned,

Codn Tames

(a) A%t Appendix "3V attached is a 1ist of cods namps for placoes,
bouncaries,; assenbly areas, etcetera which will be used in
1l Canadlan Divisione
Formstions and units will issue oxtrects of these as nocossary:

{v) ¥No other codo names within the diviecicnal boundaries willl dba
used oxcept on applicotion to Mivislionsl Hoodquarteras.

(e) &ny licts of code mames tolen ashore will not appear on +he
sare ploco of paper as ploce noands %o whieh they refor.
It will be noted that Appendix 'J' is prepered for sepurating
code ncmes end place names 0y cuttings

INTERCOINIUNICATION « 4ssued separatoly

ADLTHISTRATION = 1ssued separataly

ECINCQUILDCE

lethed of Issve Hond and L.O.

Time of Simature 1600 (G Kitching) Lt Col
G5 1 Cén Div
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DISTRLHUTION? ;

1 Cenadien Infantyry Brizade

2 Canedien Infantyry Drigade

S Canacdian Imfentry Drdzade

1 Canadian Division Support Battelion
Squadron 4 Canadisn Hesonnailssance Regiment
Ccmmanéer Royel Artillery

Comnander Royal Engincers -
Officor Cormanding 1 Canadian Divielon Sigpis
103 SubeArea {Eoach)

Special Service Drigads

12 Canadian Tank Regiment

15 Afrfield Constructioa Group

(9
ot el | o
mbo 00 -JO U=

&

4 $ 50 Corps 13 « 15 :
| 51 (Highland) Divisiom a6 ) through
231 an:'dLigade 17 ) 30 Coryps
1. Conandian Tenk Brigade 18
Rear Admirsl (V) _ 19 « 30
Royal Air Force 51 = 32
Cemmender 1 Canadisn Division . 33
GS0 1, 1 Canadian Division . 54
GS0 2; 1 Canadian Division 35
Historical =ffiecer, 1 Canadicn Division 36
A/Q, i Cengdian Tivision \ 37 = 38
. Principal lilitary Lsamding COfficor 39
Commencor Royal Army Service Corps 40
Legletent Dirsctor lledleal Seryices 41
Lpsigtent Disoctor Ordnonce Sorvicos . A2
Comuwander Royal Llectrical and lMechanical
nginoers 43 y
Deputy Assistant Provest Marshall 44
Cemp Commandanty 1 Cansdien Divislon 45
Gensrel Cfficor Commanding in Chief Pirst
Canadian Aruy : a6
Genorel Staff (Flans), VWar Office 47 = 48 .
Uhief of Combined Opsratlons 49 -
File ; _ 50
War Diary 5L « 53

Spares 54 « B8




AFPPENDIX “H"

(Stetistics supplled by A.G. {Stat), C.ilH.Qe)

NGTE OF

H.Qas UNITS

R C n.'l:t

ReCoEs

R+CaCeSe

L2A:C0

m

RyCahoSsCa

RsCollalleCa

CAVADILN

% CDN INF DIV

TUITS EMBARCED FOR OF

H.Qe ) Cén Inf Div

II+Qe 1 Cén Inf Div Sp Bn
1 Cdn F.S. Sac

1l Cdn Inf Div Def & Emp Tl

Ee¢ «CsA¢ 1 Cdn Inf Div

1 dn I'3 Regt

2 Odn Ta Regt

3 C Fd ltvg‘h

He Q. za,/Tk Regt

(% 2 G(.an Lt A.A. Regt
95,54 EBiys)

HeQe RuCeEe 1 Cdn inf Div
2 Cdn I'd Pk Coy

1l Cdn I'd Coy

% gén Fd Coy

£ Cdn Fd Coy

1 CGan Inf Div Sigs

4 Cén Recce Rogt (one squadron)

Helle RaCeAeSeCe 1 Cdn inf DAv
J. Cédn Inf Div Tpa Coy

L Cdn Inf Bde Coy

Inf EBde Coy

5 cdn Inf Bde Coy

FAATION *RUSKY®

EMEAREDD
OFFICTRS Re
692 124
% 20
1 14
e l‘;ﬁ
3 25
30 416
39 60
4z 353
3% 578
14 7586
) 26
8 14l
& 254
5 185
3 253
25 580
12 192
5 24
7 171
18 486
1 10
& 248
135 202
15 196
15 205
7 (33
7 20
i 25
3 X2 “E570
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5" Contif

UNITS

TUTAL CARRIED OVER

RCC.O.G‘.

CsPsCo

INFAN TR

INCREI!EHT

m

Qe ReB:H,B, 1 Cdn Inf Div

1 Cdn In? Bdoe Wksp

2 Cén Inf Bde Wksp

S Cdn Inf Bde ‘&'l:sﬁ

68 L.A:D. \A} (4 Geed Regt)

15 TeA<De {A) (/2 Regt)

L.AsDs (A) (1 Can Inf Bde)
LsfieDe (A) (2 Cdn Inf Bde)

LekoDs (A) (3 Can Inf Bde

L«AaDe (B) (1 cdn Fd Regt

LiehaDs (B) (2 Cdn Fd Regt

LedeDs (B) (3 can Fd Regt)

14 L.A.D-(B) (Div Sigs)

15 LeA:De(B) (ra Pk COY)

2 Cdn Lt A.A. Wiep (A)

Lis] G)-1(.rli et
P -~

1 Can Pro Coy
1 Cdn Inf Div Post Unit

HeQs 1 Cdn Inf Bde
1 Cdn Inf' Bde Sp Gp
ReColle
IIGBt &' PrEoRa
48th Highrs
H.Qe 2 Cdn Inf Hde
2 Cdn Inf Bde Sp Gp
PnPo GtI&.Et
Seoforths of C.
Edrm Regh
HeQly 3 Cdn Inf Bde
3 ¢da Inf Bde Sp Cp
R, 220 R
Carlcton & York
Wont N.SsRe

(Ince Ly 2 & 3 Inf Bde Sp Gp)

T0 CORPS TPS FOR 1 CDN INF DIV

RueCe0sCe 1 Cdn Div Sub Pk
ReCeOels 1 Cdn Inf Tps Vksp

R siePeCs 1 Cidn Fd Cash Office
TOTAL

B 1 CD§¥ INF DIV (Cont'c)

BMBA R0
OFFICERS @R
419 6570
4 - 3F
5 173
5 181
o q
L 7
L 1.6
1 16
2 26
1 o
1 6
p - LS
w e
3 2
2 78
21
15 %
14 102
59 620
42 703
38 7L
o | 81
14 1786
58 695
44 V14
58 699
15 a4
15 196
57 700
57 635
i 714
5 181
5 138
2 4
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APFENDIX “"E" Cont'ds

HeQo INITS
S::Co

RsCelis

&‘QGI}LD LI.C:

R e RS

RsCaOulCo

Cs PRO Ga

MISCELLANEOUS

SUIRMARY.

HISCELLANEOUS UNITS

DUITS

Cdn Sz2c G.d.Q+« 1 IEchelon

Gda S3c CaldeQs 2 Behelon

1 Cdn Bose Reinf Depct
dainforcements

1 Cdn Tk Delivery San

Dot 1 Cén Tun Coy
2 ot « L Zdn Tun Coy

5 Cdn CGen Hosp (600 beds)
15 Cén Cen Hosp (1200 Bs s)
Convalagcent Depot

Fd Sury Unli

Fd Sur; Unlt

Fd Transfusion Unit

et 0 o §9

|-

Cdn Recovery Sec (Hy)

I.o of Cu Provosat Sec
I of Cy Provost Sec
Frovont Sec

G

1 Cdn Dental Coy

Dot Firet Udn Army
Bose rzost fice

Greves Reglstration Unit
1 Pub Relailons Det

1l Cdn Div
1 Cdn Army Tk Ede
lMiscellancous Units

> T
BEMBATEHED

-

ETIGHRS  ORg

& o
i3 1538
483 5604
L 13¢
= 3
30 152
141 245117
15 GH
2 B

2 &

1 e

2 B
din 16
éade 16
e 1H
13 75
1 Y

2 4]
11 55

LBl
771 6855

897 14549

1235 o451
7L €835

1851 24835



APPENDIX "g"

lossare from C.0sCe 1 Cdn Inf Div to Comd 1 Cdn Inf Bde,
(sen’s presumably £4 1750 hovrs 5 Jul 48).

Tos Brigedicr - GLENGYLE Fromg G.0uCe 1 Cdn Piv

Ropor: recce night 256 26 June indicates firm sandber
streichlng I'rom ebout 935885 some 500 yarde soutbwards. Study
of the latent vertical photes indleantos this bar oxbtends %o
abont 030875, Bar is steted to bo 1 7t 6 ianches bolow water
lovel 20 yards wide with steep drop to 9 f'eet cdepth on shorse
ward slde. 4 leter roport states depth of water inside bar
as two feeL. Lversge distenco of ber from main beech is 60
yards, I depth of water is nine feot I appreciate your main
diffieculdty will be getting assauli trcops mahors, Lefencos
ara not strong and covering fire at your disposal should bo
able to neutralige those which open five, Succose in assauls
will depend uwpon *he spoed with which you can cross thias bap
and oot troops cn to tho beach beflore enemy moves regorves to
medt you o Yrom thelr disposition it is epparent thet the
cnemy are relying very largely on the physical difficulties
as a dofence in this sector. Bocause of impossibility of R.N.
zuaranieeing landing at spocific pointa and extent of those
obataclog i7 would bho unsound to asseult on basis of lendiong
at partilcular beach secteors. In view of this you should prepexve
to alter your grrongements for landing as f'ollcows but no
oxgcutive action will be telken unitll further crders from mee
3 LCTs cach carrylng 7 DUKWS will bs at your disposel %o
replace LCsA carrying two coys RCR end rlght coy Hast and
PER of your leading waves. LCTs will convey the DUKWs close
to the sendhar,. The DUKWs will then be driven over the ramp
gprend out and meke stralight for the beach. One LCT will
report GLENGYIE and two to HMARNIX on arrival et relesse positione
I regrei change at thils steze and have asked for verlflication
of roport roceived, Your staff wlll work out your assault
boged on this instruction but I repeat no eéxecutive acition will
be taken to albter your plan until conflrmation of depth of water
boyend false beach has boen obtained., In any cvent exceptling
the change in lending errangoments of the first wave of your
firet flight yovr assauvlt will proceed In pll other reapects

o5 you have Marnsds
{Second mes3zre sent 7 Ml 43).
TO! ﬁz':lgadier and SHOL(R) GLENGYLE Prom: RA (V) AND GOC,

Uptor insghore from ber confirmsed es depth nine
vepeat nine foets You will therefore take executive action
t0 land in DUIWs from ICT as outlined in my 031750, In
evert of fallure of LCT to arrive release posi{lion your
gsssnls will be made in LCA directed agalnat ROGER GRIEEN
one arnd ROGER RED,

T00s 071723,



