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AMENDMENT NO. 1

(a) P. 5 para 16. TFor "west of RUGER BEACH" read "east of
ROGER BEACH",

(b) P. 6 para 21, After the third sentence add:

These patrols reached a point about three
and one-helf miles inlend (893953) where
in taking 22 Itailan prisoners they freed
two Ameriean parefrcopers (W.D., H.Q.,

2 Cdn Inf Bde, Appx 1, Int Log, 10 Jul.
serial 37).

(c) P.18 para 90. After "Achille J'Hovet" insert the following
' footnovte:

The neme is correctly Achille d!'Havelj he
was a Florentine nobleman (Information from
Historical Section, War Cebinet Secretariat),
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HISTORICAL OFTICER
CANADIAN INILITARY PEADQUARTERS
Canadisn Oparetiong in Sicily; July « August 1645

Payy; fI: +the Execuliop 62 the Oporation by 1 Cdn Inf Div
| Jocticn 1t ITH ASSault S TRIETal To enotraticn Ininnd

i, Raeyort Fo,126 dealt with the proliminaries of the
invasion «f Siclly, known as Operation "HUSKY", Since the
genaral »lin for the operation and the perticular plan of
the lst Janadian Infantry Divisicn were dealt with in
considerably detall in that report, it should be read in
conjrnction with the present reports This ond & subseyuent
ono will dsal primerily with the oporational side of the
cempelign of 1 Cdn Inf Div from "D" day, 10 Jul, uatil the
Diviclon vas withdrewn into Army Reserve on 9 Auge .The
progent riport will cover the essquly phese while ths nextb
will treat the oporations against the Cormans in the
interlor of the island, The 48«hour rest which the -
divislon onjoyed between RAGUSA and GIARRATANA, 13-1l4 Jul,
seoms tho loglical prlace to make the division.

= ' CAPTURE OF PARK VWEST BEACH

2e Furty~elght minutes after mldnight 9¢10 Jul 43,
the lat Canadien Divisioa headquerters ship, H.M.S. "Hilery".
. dropped tnchor approximately soeven miles off the coast of
Silcilyes For the rast houwr and a half, medlum bombers had
‘been soisening up tho defences of PACHINO alrfield and the
gun emplacements in the vielnltyy; flares and flok wore
visible Zrom the shipa a3 they epproached their snchorage,
but entiseircrafs £iro soemed to be casuwualy It was reported
. that the enemy had detected the convoy's approach by R.D:F.
{War Dinry, GeSe¢; HeQey 1 Cdn Enf Div, 10 Jule For the events
up til. D day seo Feport No 126 )
Se The wind which had coused .such apfmelr.wnsion during
- the efternoon had subsided about sunset (Report No IR6 para
278 .. The see off the south coast of Siclly wes now calmor,
but {ere was stlll enough swell to make transferring firom
the iransports into landing oraft & trlcky busineas, The
aascslt troops were ready and walting, eager for the suspense
to o broken by the actiom they had so long swalted. The
landing craft wore lomnded es the ships dropped enchore-ithe
neise of the anchor chaine aeemed to the terse soldiera To
seroem cut newd of thelr arrival to the enemy on shore. AL
OLL0 hre the Landing Craft Assault (L.Cuhe), carrying the
- Tiret fllight of Commando troops, were lowered into the
yntor. Twonty-four minutes later the firet flight of 2 Cdn
iaft bde were off, bound for SUGAR IDACH, the more westerly
:f the two beachos sllotted to 1 Cdn Inf Div, During this
§ owma{ shorewards, H.Me. monitor "Robarts™ bowbarded PACHINO
nirficld end 1ts defences with salvo after selvo from iis
:wo 1l5«Inch guns. (ibld. and battalion Diaries).

de _Tl:e Jjovrnay inshore 1s best descrited by & particlpont:

As we approached closer to ghore, flares
could be seen being put up by an ononmy

¢ven more uncertain than curselves aa to
what %0 expects lachine gun tracey made
very attractive patterns sgainst the sky
in the distance while on tho shore overy
once in & while would appear o bright flesh
followed by gquite a loud report as though
gongone wore tossling grongdes aboub.

Tho shore greduelly became more eLOGTLY
deflnad and the order was given for the
craft to depley. From this time on the
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followed Dy quite a loud report as though
someone were tossing grenades sbout.

The shore rfredually beceme more cleerly
defined ¢nd the order was given for the
creft to deploy. From this time on the
small arms Iire was almost negligible,
but on touchdown when the doors of the
craft were let down the men were dis-
embarked into weter well above their
walst. In & few instences meil landed
in water six feet deep eand nud to
ebandor. wezpons and equipnent eéna swim
s £ o1 ke, s AN P

(V,D., PP.C.LI., 10 Jul,
Arpx is, account Ey isjor D.
Brain)

Se ks glready inaicated, 2 Can Inf Bde wes lending on
a two-bcttalion front witk £.F.C.L.I. and oesforth of C.
the assault bettallons., The ocaforths were supposed to land
on the left but the naval officers in charge ot scme Gls-
tence off their course, with the result thet this bettalion
actuslly landed to the rirkt of the F.F.C.L.I. There was
gleso some confusicn within the bettelions, s the L.C.A.
got mixed up 1n the swell aprroeching the beaches, First
touchdown weés matGe at 0245 hrs., Lack of sny real resistance
gshore veés a pleasant surrilse. The Seaforth of C, came under
some fire froi: a lonc mertar ¥hile the 1 .P.C.L.I. had & few
crensaes thrown et them, but the effect wes insignificant,
cOite Wire ¥es encountered aild cealt vwith by angelore
ToricGo€es and by cutting. A Tew mMmechine gun posts manned
by vewlldered Itelian soldiers vere culickly disposed of.
About 0300 hre bettalion hecdguirters and the remainin
conjanies of each Lettelion gulckly followed the assesult
companies ashorc, - Tic P.P.C.L.I. second flisht heéd come
under csome heevy Iire from coastal batterles which were
eventually sllenccd by naval cuns., Shortly afterwerds,
between 0350 and 0400 hrs, success signals were received from
these two battallons by Brigade hesdoucrters which were still
aflozt, (War Diaries, H.(., 8 Cén Inf Bde, P.P.C.L.I, and
Sesforth of C,, 10 Jul: Hist Sec File Licily/l Cdn Inf Div/
% H)Jul: 1 Cdnn Inf Div Int Log, 10 Jul, serlals 12, 14 and
e

€. Meanwhile at G300 hrs the Specisl Service Brigade had
landeG west of PUNTA CASTLLLAZZO (2t 874890 snd 872889).,
rather further to the- left than wes intended, Otherwise
this @ssault went according to plan, for the Iteliens left
thelr bteach deferices as coon e85 they were serlously threat-
ened. At the cost of & Tew casusltles, 41 Commando culckly
destroycd tie derfences at TULTA CASTELLAZZO &nd CASTLL DLLLA
lARZA and captured scae siiipers in the ares north of PANTANO
BrRUNO, while 40 Commendo comjleted thelr tasks to the west
vith no oppositicn. At 0520 hrs the bBrigade reported all
defences east of IUNTA LURA captured¢. Contact wes made with
the Sesforth of C, at €640 hrs. ‘the latter, sccording to
plan, had turned west throuch sendhills and vineyards and,
advancing pcrsllel to the shore, hed reache@ FALTANC LONGARINI.
£ sorry looking grour of Italisn coldéiers at the causeway
had quickly, surrendered after firing & few shots, and at
0520 hrs the Seaforth of C. reported rhase I completed,
(Woldeay lieChyiede. BECY Jul, ADPR MAMS [ Wille, Sceforth of -Ge,
10 Jul: 1.Cén Inf Div'int fos op. cit. 10 Jul, serials 24,
25 ané 31, For map sec ApperciIX "Bl .)

7 The P.P.C.L.I., efter the initial confusion of
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la+dwng in the dark on strange beaches, proceeGed 1o move
inlené towerds thelr objectives vithout further opposition
'(_‘I.'E.:J-I’ PIJ-" .L IL'I.’ lo ‘.Tul) .

83 1 Ccn Int He wgs to attack ROGIR ZinCH on the right.
«nils'Tormstion had more tiouble in ;cttinL awey irom the
urar"“orb“.- It will be remembercd thet 2 few days previously,
o) rcceiV1n“ last minute information regerding a fafse besch
off. nOG:R, -the G.0.C. h&l ordered the uhc of tiree Landing
Creft Tank (I..C.T.) by ore con irany of Hest 2nd I.L.R.
and two of R.C.-. (Jbt ferort No.126 iers 272) Due,
however, to the siips enchoring out of position the L.C,T.
failed to srrcar on time. At 0135 .ro, zcsoxdir":y, 1
Cdr. Inf Dbde was ar¢u;wa to use L.l.A. the L.C.7T. did
not turn.uf. . oelay, .ensued, causinm ccnuicgr.ule exasrer-
ation cn bosré the rahacqutarssﬂih. £t 0315 hrs reer
ninirel visn sipralled his Sendor hLiavel Officer Landing
(Roger) esking "G111 vour assault ever start?" Twenty
minutes leter Gencrel oSimonds, il,cllug the Cormencer of
1 Cdn Inf Bde: "You must get yvour asssultgs away in either
ICTs or ILas." (1 Cdn Inf Div’ iﬂd [.or o ,E; cit 10 Jul
“serlals 7 end 11) Actuelly &t 0316 hrs, the tro asssult
Cui_.LUuiCu C“ ‘-l‘ﬁ.« P t C. i .J.a-;L- Alt-:_ ‘-:t r'-r \? 1&1 I..ouo..o
Due tc the roughness of the sea, however, the 7.0.K. hed
failed to do so. The L.C.7. het turned Jr Ly thls tizme, S0
the asseult comianies of the K.(.it. (and possibly cre company .
of Hast and P.u.;.) revertcd to the former glgr. They vere

urther celeyed eccording to kajor Iowers, second ir commanc
of the R.C.R., \1'3 later gave the follos -ing deserl ption
of the situaticn:

£ ICTs were therefore brousht alongside
end tibg vere loaded with much ui;liculuy
end. much loss ¢f time &s these creft

LB ovcd to be quite avwkrard to haridleeeess
Tiuuu JCTs hed aboard them seven Dukis
cach, and s the LOTs ‘srounded .the Lukws
¢rove up -the bcaeh ledén with troops.

Irtb .tocl --. .'S i” t‘ L tf‘gn port

7 5 fion
"barnix" at 0400 hi's, two ¢ hours: late. (W.Ds..,
FoColte 8nG E&ct & FPoneX., 10 Jul; Hist occ File Sfcily/l .
dn Int bce/(/u,_.ccguatu oy Laj. T... Iowers, A.GeRe, 200
b”;c 3 cer e L I:l.,\,l1 1Xi LL;tt I‘-‘.r;. "':e"'..l,‘_h’ i-elL oW, I'Ir.-...t &

f.“.“.; l Can Inf Div Int L¢¢ 0L cit., 10 Jul, seridls

2,4,5,7,11 ané 13.)

9% “hile approachins thic shorc, the n.C.i. came under
occesiongl shellins frox the coestel defence tattery just
beriind MAUCIII, but this wes soon silenced by Leval fire.
The first flirfit touchcd Govn et 0530 hrs ed the second,

in brosC Giylis t, &t 060C his. 1Thcre wes no opioslition

on their Leech, for the weirkt of the Revel bomperdment and
thb success of tie i ller lanéinge Turther ~ect h.d gasily
induced whet:Itezllisn t;ro:s rere present to “itbcr . Trom
the beuch dcfences,. Witkin the cspece of @ Lev minutes,
tiicrefors, the Latte 1Lcu recorganizec £nd moved ofI tOVArds
..J'\.JLI I itﬁ 3 f.,t (;.., \.L‘EIVL. (.:-J.t.l n.o(.r.}.to, lC Tulo)

'10. The first filcht of the East & F...R. -touched cown

shortly. terfore 0445 hrs (1 Can Inf Oiv Irnt Log, op. Cit.,
19 uu1 serisl :2, an interce [ch.l; nCSEEfC -LpO;tull E]!EE
the risng Comjeiy red landed, ¢t 0420 hrs, scrlel 17, tut
e leter nesséie, “serie 1 .21, s&éid: ““Hast & Bix st111 cf1cat". )
The assault comreniesS, '"s" and "'“, lanced rather to the
e ._.t O.\. -t.! Ll. ‘u.C.’“ (.".‘\.I'--':_s'u A-..u-lJ & .t .r..; _-_-u). lx._L‘-r YiXre
1

unorioset ¢nag blew u

he vire in their vay vithout diffic-
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ulty. & few splpers were spotted and Clsposed of, "A" Coy,
rollowec by’ tettalion heedquerters, lended some £000 varde
too fzr to the west and expericnced come Moda G, Tire,”
sccording to thelr dizrist, they cut ¢ 2ep throuch the wire
with Bang&lore torpecocs 2’8 1in coi jd;Cll i ®ith & party of
comnandos Cepiured & encmy pachine un EO siticn with 20
Lh_}.rlll eng IU 1J.L_J f.\l lb’)--L—J.\_ l;'.- -POJI 'r.' ol w ( ni-}o

Heet & T.H.l., 10 Jul; Zccowit by Lhej. Lzurb;TI op. ‘eit, )

12. At 0640 hi's, Divisiongl chﬂ.;;rt;z: WEIC able to
reroit To Corps ihet Tirst pijccetivez, s lald dovn by
Corge, hed ein caytureu, It ¥ee 1ov tine Z0% the asscult
ri~ s to lend thelr rescrve bette _;fl“, vhich hed been
offchiore in Laréing ntry (L.C.I.) Tor the past
Tew ROWS., The ZGacnton iesiment woere losiuega on ...JJ\. ;Il
Goleud, The most custcily of the 2 Car Inf BAu '‘besches at
0030 hrs, £nd touk ug & cTensive position to tixc ecest of
PANTARG LONGARTET in'squere €161 (%.0., Lén Rect, 10 Jul).
The 4Cth Hi, Jlngu_Sg who h hed difficulty in t;srcogrrln{
1nto tr;;f L.C.I. and L.C.~. Tere ordered to lend -on *UCLR
GreiN I, the R.C.Ii.'s besch, They vont in-etout C730 hrs,
vut thelr L.C.I. groundet on the sencber; end in e ;Lconﬁ
attaept ot € reef. Scic strong swlmaers.orouslt & line

ashore, but this fouled trvo L.C.i%. vhich heé brokcm:Cown

neer the shorce. nventue 1,3 the troops Terc trenclierred

to L.U.K.W3. 8nd L.C.h. 8NC carricc acrocs the intervenldng
deep wetel to the beech itself where thoey lénfed with thedr
pilpes playing. By tiiis time therc was 0T COUrse no encry
azpositicn. fThe tettelion procceded inlend to'its object-
ivese (T, 4€ ”1_rrb, l Jul; Hist ocC Tlle qicjl‘/l Cén
IJ'LJ.. J)d‘../(;,‘.u, nLCOLJ’" .':" J_b ‘bOlo I-u- Jt,rh t”ﬂ (J LJ. C‘nd Cbrtc
Fole: CumCHTCD B Ai"hru, 1 Cdn I,f Div'Int Log, 10
Jul, seriels 164, 116 nG 118.

12 7 The hesdqugricrs of the two asse ult bri;sCes landed

:?uut Ouu) hrs, ea ot the ssre time 3 Cdn Inf Bée vwes

el to ik l.c.hv to lang &t 1100 hrs (1 Cén Inf Div Int

bO 1? JL l scrizls 121, 1287 snd 133; Weis, -1 Udn Inf Ede,
; Jul

15, .4t GS00 hrs tho

o
Tards neptnacnt went of & theix
fegt of water gbout 180 feet ofif
\!:“‘- . j-
<

r:i ToIL. th C 11‘—\—4.{.-11

o AN aﬁhlox*muuu1v Six

{CCR Rib, the leit flank

of the Hast & F.o.ri. beach .y 101C hrs thelr Comrzanéing

%r;*cv reporded that "'OU Squidron wis eviileble for use,
ele, 12 UGN Tis, 106
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Hest & PeweRe War Diary rclates thet A" Coampany's lending
o000 yerds, te tie wiest but Laj. Lc';‘cll's account sgys it
S00°yds and in 2 Cén InT BGe's arca, In the latter case,

eV I, it would hsve been P.F.C.L.I. &rd not the Commantcos that

1ty womdd h:ve contacte€., The S.o. e &rec ves 5900 verGés to
vest end ticre is no mention of contect in the P .:.C el3el e

L;y s0'1t is to be rresumed thne bettelion's wer Glary verslon

corréct. At 062C hirs liast & I.L.KE. ruﬂort d, "ROCLL Red O.n.
vehikeles™, but tvo hours later €0 srrected théase ves, sisnelling

ricak-Gescrirtion of RCGLrt RiD. 7E %ere plac «C on SUGATt DY
teke, " - (1 Cadn Ikt Tiv Int Los, op.-cit., 12 Jul, serizls 59
lCé). udrg oI the 5... =de ?Ld"ha: & & eszdiia LGre on the

¢ shirp, ngb\;l ire", which msy live causcd the confusion, but
‘u %S no intention of thelr opc:atitg togcether.
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‘14, £ver since the first touchdown eerlg in the morning,
landing craft hed, of course, been plying backwerds and
forwards from ship to shore. From the earliest hour beasches
vere belng receunoltred by the Navg and personnel res-
gonsible, with a view to deciding how &nd where they migcht

e best exploited, Sappers and piloneers with bulldozers and
other équlpment had been rushed ashore to regare the
necessary exits, (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, EO ul, serials
27, 3%, 45, 70, 72, 73, 80, 107, 129 and 139.). A passsge
was blested through thé ssndbar off SUGAR AMBER, but this
beach was lster given up in favour of ROGER BrilH to the
ecst, (ibid., serisl 135; W.D,, 2 Can Inf Bde, 10 Jul,)
The Commender of the divisionsl R,.C.A.5.C., had come sshore
tefore 0700 hrs eénd was supervising the landing of commod-
itles and esteblishing & vehicle concentration zrea. (W,D.,
H.Q., Comd 1 Cdn Div R.C.A.5.C., 10 Jul).

15, A mep indiceting 11 the points of lending of the
verious battelions and their routes inlsnd from the beaches
will be found in Appendix "B",

THE FIRCT ADVANCE INLAND FROM THE BRACHES AND THE
CAFPTURE OF PACHINO AIRFIELD

16. The anxlety of the Nevzl and Militery Commanders @
on board the "Hilary" regercin; the delay in the landing of
1 Cdn Inf Bde may be well spprecicted s this formetion

had the most important task of cepturing PACHINO airfield.
Once ashore, however, no time wes wasted. The R.C.R. immed-
lately proceeded towards MAUCINI and the coastel defence
battery behind it., At 06£0 hrs MAUCINI was cleered and
twelve prisoners taken. "B" Company, covered by "A", then
advanced on the battery at about 081% hrs. At Tirst there
was some desultory mechine. gun Tire but on reaching the

area it eppeared to be deserted. Then some voices were
heerd comlng from a dug-out. A sergeent fired & shot in
thelr direction which resulted in the whole gerrison - a
captein, two lieutenants and 35 other renks - trooping out
in surrender! The rest of the gun positlons were deserted.
The whole battery wss ceptured in less then 20 minutes with
no cesualties to the attackers and the funs destroyed by .
the R.C.E. according to plan, The sdvence now continue

to the eirfield which was resched gbout 0900 hrs snd found
to be ploughed up but srperently deserted, "C" Coy crossed
to the north-east corner of the fleld ¢nd there contacted.
some tanks of 51 (H) Div which hed landed to the esst on

the tip of the PACHINO peninsula, and was by now moving

west through PACHINO. (Contact with this division hed
previously been mede at 0640 hrs, just ecst of ROGER BwACH
&t 953877 - W.D., 51 (H; Div, 10 Jul; 1 Cdn Inf Div Int

Loz, 10 Jul, serfal 69.) "a" Coy in’the meantime wes ) oy
crossing to the other end of the field and encountering sSome
rifle and L,M.G. fire from berrack buildinﬁs held by the
enemy on the north-west corner of the field., OSome elements
of the Hast & F.E.R. were now wpproeching the fleld from
their sector end gesve the R.C.R. company covering fire,

The latter closed in and clesred out the barracks. (W.D.,
R.C.R., 10 Jul, &nc Appencices € end 6; Account of Mzj.
Poiiers, op. cit.: 1 cuh Inf Div Int Log, seriels 7%, 76,

82, £t Eﬁ“‘?ﬁj’ﬁl, 92, 94, S7, 103, 114, 115, 134, 143,

14% cud 174.

37s While crossing the field both "A" ¢nd "C" Coys had
been shelled -- very ilnaccuretely -- by the enemy bettery
located to the north 2t point S€9934, ﬁut this was silenced

by Nevel fire, "A" Coy now turned towerd this bettery and
came under mschine gun fire of ccnsiderable intensity which
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Torced them to use what cover was afforded by the vineyerds
thrrough which they were passing. Five ﬂrivates succeeded in
getting inside the btattery perimeter end rutting two M.L.Gs.
out of action, thereby 1etuinn the rest of the Com npany enter.
1“0 Italians surrendered with four 6 inch howitzers, four

..GS. and & lerge number of L.M.Gs, and rifles, The

1tion was well sited end if defended with determination
could have held the battallon up for a long time., "A"
Eamuh Yy césuslties here were two ikilled anc two voundea.
j.L)j.u-

17 o In the meantime "C" Company hed resched 1ts objectlve,
the high ground to the north-east of the airfield, anc taken’
100 prisoners, #Further contect wes mede with Bl {h) Div

at 1508 his just north of PACHINC at €75924. At 1400 hrs
"b" Coy ves sent forwerd to occupy =oume high rround covering
the encay's line of arproa ach in square 959Z2. Despite heavy
mechine run fire widich wounded one officer #ndé several other
re nks trev rcached their objective and captured 30 more
.prisoners, (1ibid)., serizls 245 and 283 of Int Log.)

18. By 1800 hrs the battalion he¢d consolidsted to

the north and west of the zirfield, petrols hed been sent
out and the troo% vere able &t last to dig into their
4E-hour retions for the first meal since thcy hed left the
shl During the afternoon transport besen to &rrive. The
ant tank ‘uns came as esrly as 1330 hrs =nd the carriers
for the mortar platoon soon efterwerds. The morters them=
selves had been landel very successfully in hendcarts in
the initial esszult., (ibid.)

9. Hest & P.=.R., opercting to the left of R.C.KH.,
hed .occupied their uUJECtL\ES with little o;yosltwon one
cc;iory as @lready noted heving co-opersted vith the R.C.R.

he cubuure of PACHINO airfield. "D ”ﬂ“ﬂ any encountered

a.fortified positicn two miles inland Lortcining three
LoueCGs,e &1A %wo 75 mm fleld guns, end succeeded in cepturing
it. TLis 1s probal ly the barroc“s th#t R.C.R. heC cleimed
to hzve taken vith Hact & P.u.il. port. "A" Company,

which hed lended evey LC ik met hbir batEa 1an headouerters,
on their w¢v inlznd to 1 €jcin the battelion had come upon
an Italian _un at Q2’??12 and hed captured it along with the
crew, This compeny mece ccntact vith the rest of the bett-
alion by 1600 hrs. By 1800 hrs the unit hed consolidated
in a defensive position covering the P-CRINO airfield on the
left of h.C.<s (W.D., Hast & J.ﬂ.n. 10 Jul; Account of
Maj. Cempbell and L(ﬂ{ Jaugsh Or. cit.: 1 Can Inf Div Int
Log, ig gul scrigls 69, 162, Igt 167 177, 221, 226, 240
enc 243,

20, since the cgsault battalions had secured thelr
objectives so eesily, there wes little left for the 48th
Highlanders to do whén they lesnded., They tock up their
positions in the ares t¢rcu h vhich Hest & P.L.R. had elrezdy
passed, itetween the salt dcrqr called PAlLTANO CULA &nd
FACHING airfield, litnout meeting any opposition., (VW.D.

48 Hi"hrs 10 Jul 1 Cdn Inf Div Int Lo;, 10 Jul, serial

2. Further west, 2 Cdn Inf Bde wes progressing according
to plan with even less difficulty. The P.r.C.L.I. had taken
u} thelr rroper positions, just to the north of the salt

arsh called P:#NTANO LCNGAKINI by 1000 hrs. Fatrols were
cent out and meny Italien ;rlsonerq taken vithout offering
any fignt. The Seaiorfh of C,, after thelr eesrly morning
contact vith the 5.5. bade, hec 1ifevise taken ur thelr
rosition just to tle north-vest of the mersh end within sight
of I51ICA, The rdmn R., as alresdy indicated, were just




Y s

t’ tn.\.- uo&t OI' t}' ‘(_.f.._ul.. 1?11‘::.; L..r' t L.\r. Cu. Itc 11.:1" i,I‘lSOI'!Cl"S
in & necrby vinery after the letter had put ur some Ieeble

0 ouitlar. (..Js. P.E.C.LJIo chfOI th of L. end kdmn K.,
10 Jul; 1 Cén Inf Div Int Log, {6 Jul, serials 125 126, 130,
140, 156, 168, 172, 1&%, 190 and 315.)

Lo At 1640 hrs the Special Service Irigede vere reported
hiclding positions glong the road leazcins north-west from
ANTANO LONGAOINI, slif ltly to the couth-ezst of the sSeaforth
£ C. 4ibout two hours esrlier the weaforth of C. had reported
nemy cevelry in the ares 878914 zné thet they susrected
2 plackshirt unit of trying to penetrste Letreen t?em end the
Jeue BGE, The eavance oI the lcttcr ves held up by heavy

mortar enc enti-tank sunfire of tz1ien unit in souare
£593. The ensulng incident is th+ “described by Brig'dier
Laycock, comrencing the S5.5. SCe, who later wrote ks jor-

General Sizonds ar eccount of the action "in which™, he said
"one of Jour Liv kortsr officers rendered us most timel

and effective aszistonce and ves pertly responsivle for the
liguidetion of en vnplesssnt threzt to our right flank",

The account is as follows:

On the afterncon of 10th July, Nos. 40

end 41 Comnandos, who *el‘ in the line

onn the left Tlasrk of 1 Ceznedian Division .
were hecvily encazeaq vy crc'3 Lorters dn&
anti-tank gung from & crossroeGs to thelr
right front.,

Lack of hecvy su;:o:tin* vecons mede it
¢ifficult for the Commandos to co ¢ within
effectlive range of the eneny vith ¢ enything
but automatic weapons end rirles.

Ty conicidence e Lorter officer (subaltern)
of The Saskatchewen (sic) Regiment, command-
ing & detechment ¢f the Div Morter Loy

4" Liortsrs) ves encountered on the road

by an officer of Mo 41 Commendo, who asked
him if he Poulu gesist the Coumaxcos by

fire. He ot once agreed and brought his
Nortars into action in an LXtI‘G\"‘&l\' short .
time, enreging the target vwith ccvastatinf

“".l ¢

accl rrcy
The Commanéos tock edvantage of this
covurin; fire tc close with the enemy, and
at the end cf tre action it 'wes found that
hed been abaridoned, the

the o“ti—E“*V "uns
pPrves wIe ) 16(, and quentities of 'Anti-
ok ent horte: o .nmtion wvere left in

our Lands.

The nortars in cuestion belonsed to 2 Lan Inf Bde op CGp who
rcnortuu firint & total of 160 rouncs &, 4t 1845 hrs Div-
islongl Eeed: ue rters informed Corps thet the counter-attack
hed “etercd ou This was the cnlv ective counter-attack
attcnytcc by UIL crieny in the 1 Cén Div sector during the

Ravel fire from aestroyers inshore wig also brought doen, but
there is no informeticn avallavle regeliing its cffect,
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initial assault on 3icily. (2.J., Ho%ey S45 July

fpix "a"; 1 Cen Inf Div Int Log, 10 Jul serials :ésc 246,
293, 298, 312, 335 and 338; C.M.H.C. rile 24/3icily/d,

Story of Opbr tions, 1 Cdn Inf Div by Lt.-Yol. G. nltchlng
G.5.C. 1, 1 Cdn Inf "Div; Hist Sec File alcil"/l Cdn Inf Div/
G.0.C., brlg. Laycock to Maj.~-CGen, Simonds, 14 Jul 43; V.D.,
2 Cdn Inf Bde 3p Gp, Sesk L.I., 10 Jul.)

LANDING OF THE DIVISICMNAL RLSILRVE AND
RECHGAN TZATION

RS o Phase I of the uivisﬁﬁnal ¥lan - "the capture of
BAEK WesT sector, the destruction of coast defence artillery
&nG beach defences, the clearing of high ground lmmediately
overlooking the beaches and the cepture ol IACEINC girfield" .-
WaS LOW c&,kleteo '(L Fhase II hed alresdy begun, with the
lancing of 3 Cdn inr Bde, which started at 1100 hrs., Troops
of the Royal 22e Rer iment znd the Carleton & York RrRegiment
began to arr*ve on ROGR BL«CH &t noon and immediztely proceeded
to the general assembly area less than one mile to the north,
The iiest hova Scotla Reciment followsd at abtout 1600 hrs.
W.Ds., k. 22e R., Cerlt & York R. ard Vest L.5.R. for 10
Jul.) - At 1780 hrs Carlt and York R,, supported by a sguadron
of tanks from 12 Lcn s, moved un to occupy BURGIO, 9293
reporting "no oppositiun or casualties". (1 Cdn Inf Div Int
Log, 10 Jul, serlals 328 and 347, the West h.o.k. War biary
says the move wes at 1330 hrs nd thet there wes slight
otposition but the Intelligence Loz is more 1ikeli to be
correct since the dis ry shows signs - by its skimpriness - of
having been written some time after the event.)

24, i/ subsecuent sccount of the campaign by an offlcer

¢f the Irilrcde Headcuarters gescribes a situstion thet nmust
have becn Telrlv typical throughout the Division durlng thet
day due to the lack of figshting:

The first task of the Brigade on landin
was the assembly of all troops and avall-
able trensyort in an area known on the map
as 'Square ¢38¢' (i -ap 277-111)., The troops,
heavily laden with full marching order and
some of them very vet - pushed up an ankle-
deep sancy clorc be=hind the beach towsrd
thls erea. Thc dar was very hot and the
men heG been aboard ship for nesrly four
weeks - two factors thet made the short trip
to the assembly area a disagreeable one,
However, the location was finally reached
and the Lri“'dt cettled down to the task of
ssembling the boaztloads into units again.,
Treffic control was established, signs were
erected and@ the verinus haadcumrters working
at top sre- . -con organized and func-
blc:_h q.uoth?‘ There was however, one
“ilous problem: the shortage of tranSEO
nu; scute. Some of the battzlions haéd lo
of transport, tut co far as the Brigade
Hecdcusrte wes cciicerned, apart from two
vehicles Gue to be landed later, all trans-
port wes at the bottom of the mediteranean.

(4ccount by Capt. D.H. Cunningham,
3 Cdn In® 2de Trans pcrt Officer
during tne sicilian. campalgn, in
Historiczsl Section files.)

L0 Divisionel operztionsal hesdoucrters remained on board
the "Hilary" =zll dsy, since an e€luborate Signsls set-up enabled




1t to Tfunction mor 1 there. ﬂEcr hiVl ional
headou f;ILf:, norever Sg&il 1'“&15: on SUGAR TLsCH &t 1100
Te. Touchdovn wes meGe in four feet of weter so thet all
ranks hed to-wecte ashore ugih'ln eguirment anG Gocuments on
their heads. "“Livisional leadquerters was set up in a civilian
hovel, 12 X 16, inhabited ur “0ld women, 11 pulnes pics
4 dogs, 8 gott end 4 gals of wine all of which were "uiCKiV
cleered out.," The h.h. & (.1.C. remained on boerd the "Hila ary!
with the "G" Sterf. (',!I--J.’ hehest o M.G., Rear Heag., 1 Cdn
Liv, 10 Jul.) The loss of the three ships previously mentioned
., Of cource, an adverseé bearing on the initisl Tunctioning

r-Q.
of Divicionsal “‘LLL;CIVLIH, for tiey lended "with no.vehicles,
ne office supplies except those cerried aboard the "Hilary" by

clerks, & serious th-_thur in %/T vehicles" ané without the
gervices of seventeen rirst class drivers, Iy iLu next day,
however, they had acquired 2 Lere miniimam of transrart from
the Brizedes snd from L.L.h.w.c T'if €s time ‘b.t on, was
r’uwal1‘ aaced to from verious sourcec. (Hist <ec rl"
iPiT‘,l ¢an Inf Div/0/D, Account LI aj., C.F. Richardson,
CM_IL”V‘,]_CCJ I?_LHV)

R6. It woulC be & fruitlecs task to encumerste the time

erd plece of lending ol every othor unit and sub-unit in the

division. A lerge proportion cf the divicional troops -
rtillery, service corps, sirralc, engineers, medicels, etc,

heG been brige uul ént lenaed in duc course with their res- .
pective brigades. \tnblh, as alreecay indiceted, vwere in the

fo110\—u' u.vov and Gid rot &errive until 13 Jul. Lue to

& surcly over-zeolous nce of time schedules, the Nevy

cerried mery perscnnel ome much receded service
D o > £ - 71 « N - 3
coris carivers off to 1l v heé & chance to dis-
I ! ™ r - L |
L08rK., ( etey s ey s Redabe l'v L'ulo

Tternoon communications were llylovi“
3

.:':\} Lr'.—’.;.]... CItL &1

nid C 0
as vitel sif I rrived (T.L., Heie, 2 CaR 1AL
nde, 10 Jul)., kltiou h at times there were diriiculties
1th come ;tatl-dg, cons unicetions from LgLLUl1OﬂC, through
brigeces teek te Division hed been vel intained through-
out tic 48y, &8 1s sttested by the S0 Gfﬁ!ﬁfiff‘l messages
recoraca in the vivisicrel Intellirciice Log., Companies
end rlatocns, however, ierg Irox time to time out of touch
ith thelr hecdguerters, Tor communicaticn 1s rgenerally .
ore ificult on thet lcvel.
s

2€+ | - hctordin; to the Diery of }.,., Comd. 1l Cdn Inf
Div R.CekeoC., Tor 10 Jul, ,supplies were cozing eshore
rether glowly, }thT because the ships wel'e so fer offshore.

scout noon some of them moved instore tvo or three miles,
vhich improved tiie situation somevhat; but still "there could
heve beel & great speeding up of this. kuch larover time
seems to be sbsorbed vhile eway from shore",

29 e The Wwar Liery of H.q., 2 Cdn Inf Bde steted thet

102t of the flrst line vehicles were eshore by 1600 hrs on
'u' day, but the shijrins lossec on the way through the
Leaite 1‘ -:411%_ 2 h&aG left some hesdgus Tt’;l’ S V\LV sh ql"L of
trensport, The diary of 1 Cdn Inf Ide Coy, h.,.L.u.L.,
for 10 Jul, £lves & trpicel picturc of the transport sit-
ietlon during thesc first few dayvs:

=
)
~
o
O
e+
3
-]
el

loss of vehicles by all
cesserv to ypool 811 A...Ce.

)
"\.

¢ allot them where most urgently
S we .Lrh riot interded to function
until D 3, Urits were mainteining them=-
s¢lves frem besch dumps, u.I.D. €tc; conseg-
ucntly, a vehicle landed, dewaterproofed

anG was sent te join a Bde, bn or Div
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initial assault on 3icily. (W.u., E.Q., S.0. Bée, July
ALEX MAY: ) Can Inf Div Int Loy, 10 Jul, serials 256, 286,
293, 298, 312, 335 and 338; C.M.H.C. file 24/3icily/i,

Story of Operations, 1 Cén Inf Div by Lt.-Lol. G. Kltching,
G.5.C. 1, 1 Cdn Inf Div; Hist Sec File Sicily/1 Cdn Inf Div/
G.0.C., orig, Laycock to kaj.-CGen. Simonds, 14 Jul 43; ¥%.D.,
2 Cdn Inf Bde Sp Gp, Sask L.I., 10 Jul.)

LANDING CF THE DIVISICMNAL RiSIRVE AND
REORGANTZATION

RS . Phase I of the Divisicnsl rlan - "the capture of

EARK ViLST sector, the destruction of coast defence artillery
«nG beach defences, the clearing of lilgh ground immedlately
overlooking the beaches and the cepture of IACHINC airfield" .-
was now completed, @nd Frase II hed already begun, with the
langing of 3 Cdn inf Bde, which started at 1100 hrs. Troops
of the Royal 22e Reriment znd the Carleton & York Regiment
bLegan to arrive on ROGLR BEsCH at noon end lmmedlately proceeded
to the general assembly area less than one mile to the north,
The Viest Lova Scotia Reriment follow=d at about 1600 hrs.
(W.Ds., R. 22¢ R., Cerlt & York R. ang VWest k.5.%. for 10
Jul.) At 1780 hrs Carlt snd York R,, supported Ly a sguadron
of ‘tanks from 12 Can Txs, moved ur to occury BURGIO, 9293
reporting "no opposition or casusltles". (1 Cdn Ini Div tnt
Log, 10 Jul, serlals 328 anG 247, the West M.o.K. Wer Liary
says the move was at 1330 hrs zind thet there wes slight
orposition, but the Intelligence Loz is more likely to be
correct  since the dlzry shows signs - by its skimpiness - of
1aving been written some time affer the event.)

R4, £ subsequent account of the campaign by an officer

cf the Erigcde Hecdcuarters describes a situation thet must
have beecn Telrly typical throughout the Division during thet
day due to the lack of fishting:

The first task of the Brigede on landin

wes the assembly of all troops and avall-
able trensyort in an area Known on the map
as 'Square ©€38¢! (l.ap 277-111), The troops,
heavily laden with full marching order and
some of them very et - pushed up an ankle-

deep sancy clor: bL:hind the beach towerd
this zrea. Thc da;r was very hot &nd the
men heG been aboerd ship for nearly four
weeks - two factors thet made the short trip

to the assembly area a disagreeable one,
However, the location was finally reached
and the Brigede settled Gown to the task of
assenbling the boetloads into units again.
Treffic control was established, signs were
erected sné the ve~‘ous headquarters, working
at tap spec., . -<0n organized and func-
tio:._.._ =woothly. There was however, one
czilous problem: the shortage of transport
was scute. oSome of the battallons hed lots
of transport, tut go far as the Brigade
Leedcuartem wes coicerned, apart from two
vehicles aue to be landed later, all trans-
port wes at the bottom of the Medlteranean,

(4ccount by Capt. D.H. Cunningham,
3 Cdn InT Bde Transpert Officer
dauring tne >5icilian.campaign, in
Histericsl Section filles.)

20, Divisionel operstional hezdousrters remained on board
the "Hilary"™ =11 dey, since an eluborate Signsls set-up enabled




it to function no there. Rezr Livisional

rdins on SUGAR DLACH st 1100

X
howe
L.

cient
'L;U:Cuzittzﬂ, ver, began £
Nrs. uchdovn wes mede in four feet of veter so thet all
I d§u '“u,to vwece ashore cerrying eculrment end documents on

. "Livizionel Headquerters was set un in a civilian

inhabited by an old women,: 1l puinea pics

8nd 4 rgals of wine &ll of which were "uicki

Aoive & (J.C. remalned on boerd the "‘il ry"
('A--J.-, feles CC .Jll‘.n' . ;.\..:11" ..L. Loy l (-ldr

3 ¢ lo;v of the three ”‘1pw LlavLOngy mentioned
, of course, an acGverse bearing on the initisl Tunctioning

T L;v_ulhhal “LQL.;czuan, for they landed "with no.vehicles,

—

}ﬁEV:¢, trey had acduired 2 tere miniinum of transrort from
c D] ies en6 LTom C.Rek.osCa Tfl&, gs time nb;L on, vas
lrulolW\ adced to from VErious sources. (ngu “eC Filé
41011‘,1 Can Inf Divy O/U sccount of kEaj., C.F. Richardson,

Caip Comé, 1 Cdn Ti* Div.)

it0 office supplies except those cerried &boird the "Hilary" by
clez;s, 2 serious depletion in W/T vehicles" ané without the
services of seventeen first Cl"” erJulq. Ly tl- next day,

h oy

t

%
|_
-
',_ .
,-\
(

26, It woulé be & fruitlecss ¢ encumerate the time

end rlece of landing of every othoer unit and sub-unit in the
division. A lerge proportion ci the divicional troops -
artillery, scrvice coxis, sirrale, engineers, medicels, etc,
haed been brifeded #nd lended in duc course with their res- .
pective brigedes. Cthers, as alrecdy indiccted, were in the
follow-up convoy anGg ¢1ld not errive until 13 Jul. Lue to

& suruly ovVer=-zealous ﬂL:;rvLLML of time schedules, the hevy

cerriced meny rersonnel c udin’, some much needed service
corgs arivers off fo L vefore they hed € chance to dis-

;_.L.:': .r_::- (-.:.:'.’ :.."Ul' }. (JLI. ._J:.LV :'-u-\"' -ft.n_d-\.ao’ lC ;Ul-)

275 By micdaIternoon comiunications were imp oviu~
as vitel sifnel equipnent arrived (W.b., E.,., 2 Can Inf
ude, 10 Jul). Altiou h at times there were difiiculties
with come statious, QC' Milceticns Trom ”'tt{lio“u, through
pricaGes tacx te bivision hac been ‘lll cintained through-
out tic CE;”, 88 1s i E'L-,._ ted .._"' the 220 C-;"'L".‘._-. 1€l MESSEFES
recordcu 1in the uvlvisicrel Intelllisence Log. Coipanies
end rlatocns, however, were Irom time to time out of touch

ith their hecdcuerters, Tor communicaticn 1s generelly .
sore Aifficult on thet lcevel,

284 AcCordin; to the Diary of L.v., Comd. 1 Can Ii

Div r.Cekeo.0., Tor 10 Jul, ,supplies were coming esh

rether glowly, pertly because the ships weie so far

Acout noon some of then moved inshore tvo or three miles,

vhich 1lmproved tlic situation somevhat; but s*;ll ""there copld
- L=

38 : e £ e el v e 4 -
heve beel & greaqt speeding ur of this.
- b s 13 e ~ - i 14 o~ ¥ - ~ YL
seems to be absorbed vhile away 1 _c".
29 The war Liery of H.¢., 2 Cdn Inf Bde steted thet
. - VN =] <+
oct of the- first 1
u th

L1 dayv, but e gl losses on the way thIJurl the
lthittlralt n h _Lit uunn_“tkufu 1tt1L 'Ll" short of
trensport., The Liarv of 1 Cdn Inf Ide Coy, RiCaks weCay
ror 10 Jul, £ives s trpicel picture of the transport sit-

&tlon during thesc first fev Gevs:

L %
S ﬁlpc vuticlh: VELC ashprc bv 1600 hrs on
&

wings to thu loss of v;hicl;: by all
units 1ty necessery to pool 8ll A.o.C.
vehicles hru allot them where most urgently
riceded as ve vere not internded to function
until D Units vere mainteinlng them-

C
i
<

s€lves from beech Qulfu J.I.be €tc; consec-
ucntly, & vehicle 10IH{U! deweterproofed
anG was sent to join a Bde, bBn or Div
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n., Thie nent on for three or
four Ge ith no records neintaeined s

o »he hed our vthiulv~ or hov peny they
he e

H and so on
s
.
1

30 Thiile ere Lorhat 1t references inthe verious dleries
to the reculsitionin~ of =uleg :nd certs to provide treansport
L‘f.lll Jl—.ri‘-.'.:, i A 2 I..;..-'. "3 . ala el i_‘J"\.C, or i’S '___T‘rnﬂq‘bx-u tb\u uCl.& ty
I'LSOUrCES O3 0S¢ hesqguarters whick-de=t heevily in the

sinkincs, E.,., S oan InT Tde werc very Lrily ofI, &2 was
LaClcated™ln the dccount of thelr 1 cuoted above. The

s E -~ s
o aGin
Stne account ug~czii.k o amusing csequel to this sltustion:

——rie Velicle alutimedato Drifcde Lecd-
querters had, however, becn lended, Th1S
wWes & clix wheel u“difnc rreckdoin lorry,

4
& very hi‘h un inly 1»1&. The Brig-
sdler receiving 2 ¢ or a G.G.Cs,
Lnlﬂﬂlh.(u, declded th ”mnguli t" mes
the order of the dey enC sppropricstea the
vehicle as hls staeff cer, Later he used
1t Yor & reconnalissaziice end for tvo days
this mech nicel monster hied the honour
of belns an InfTantry Brirsdier's staff,
reconnalssar.ce e office truck,

(Account of Capt. Cunninghem,
op. cit.)

ol T.e divisicnel ciizince g;: hed sopge vork or the beeches
constructing exits, leyin~ ersy treck © and lifting some mines
the t Berc found, vut niost of tIl; YOYK weE conc Ly Army

i, ld companieg end *1 NicEr units (..J., 1 Cén Fd Coy,

“.u.;. 10 Jul). £ Tew small mineficldas totalling come

200 Teller niincs vere found £y the h.C.ne. In the vicinity

of LaUVILI (scuere CBEE) &nd &ar hT’ :r 200 stored in a nearby

Uklll’. i :-n fGG o BE G ha Cp ‘ult WUE l"h‘ JOlll'lC. OI" I'L(Jruf\ BJ—J‘LCH.
(1 Can Inf biv Int Log, 10 Jul, cgsi.lh 124, 164, 1€5 &nd
155

C

2 e No mines weie found on IACHINO airfilceld and work
&g qulckly get unéer ey toc put 1t 'n use, Trhe officer
cosmandlng -the 156th alrficld vonstruction Group srrived

- oa

ticre et 1100 huis s T WoE ;u"i to Divislonal
}'-.L‘C.-’..l-' garteYs Tor transtissior 's thiet the lancl

' # X
ciouné cold now be used &s a "3elly Lending Strip". n%ibld-,
serials 230, 234 and 23C.)
::. A11 the runs and b;t ¢T the w;hi
=L t. (I.J.J._ ) .-u‘& S”L'Ciy ‘:' 1{‘-‘0 r\lu l
“b ents téran to receive thelr sun

) €
&6 quads

™
cvenine,  The gunnéers, it mey e noica tltblgu into the
Senersl :;11ib ;J‘tc.gzy =hen "FPY roc* of 142 Fd JLﬁt
ceptured 200 Itslians. (¥.Ds., 142 Td rert (q.x.) end 3
Cdn ¢ Regt, for 10 Jul: the clary of 2 Cdn P4 Regt for July
18 Kiq&in?.j

Only one scction of the Divisianal lrovost Compeny

1LY

eshore-on D-Czoy sincc tihere were tvo British beacrhead

I
=1 e

0
69
o |
4

.....

A c\hul.brc» € arount of oS¢ SIGL ;v] track hed been lost &t sca
2 AL
[ z
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sections whom the one Cincuizn section essisted. The AJA.

& Q.M.G's dlary for 10 Jul stetes that "iiic beach Erovost
proved lesderless, inadequete and inefficient, in the esrly
stages of traffic control. Div H.G. Dof enc Empl Fl ¢ nd Div
H.Q. Dvrs vwere orgenized 2s a Tr«1fic Control squed, end
passed and directed treffic throuch the one road boftleneck."

35, During the evening 2 Cdn Inf Bde moved forwerd about
three miles to the north-west to tske up their "Second Phese"
positlons according to the Divisional plan (%.Ds., Edm R.,

10 Jul &nd P,F.C.L.I., Jul; Appendix II of the letter being

& very good trace showing the positions of all the battelions.
See mep Aprendix "B".;. At 0245 hrs Brilgcade Heed: uarters
reported: "Seafort/e@¥=e®.:nd P.P.C.L.IT™M8¥™in 2 C.I.B.
objective, Edmn R, just resching objective..."The movement was
completed by 0220 hrs, F.P.C.L,I. had been held up for a
short while by smell srms fire. Three or four guns with
ammuriition, and 40 fully ecuipped Army horses snd mules were
teken.* Prisoners of war ceptured durin- this move were
ldentified as 72 Blackshirt Battzlion eni 54 Artillery Reg-
iment. During the morning, petrols were still reporting
contact with scattered enemy elements. (1 Cdn Inf Div Int
Log, 11 Jul, seriesls 351, 353, 354, 35, 364, 367.)

36, 1'Cdn Inf Bde was left in the vicinity of the airfield .
and 3 Cdn Inf Bde ordered to rziiy (UL the tesk of capturing
the high ground three to fou. miles norti. of SUGAR BEACH
(square 8995 - bridge 917967 - treck junction £17947) to
complete Fhase II. These moves were begin sbout midnight

but not completed until sfter daylight the following morning,
(5ee accompanying mep, Appendix VB".) 1In fact the Carlt &
York R. did not report themselves in position until 1425 hrs
on the llth. The West N.S.R. was fired on while en route
from 892958, The opposing force, consistiing of one officer
end 24 other renks, was culckly rounded up without any
casualtles being sustained. Four M.M.Gs., ten motorcycles and
a lerge quantity of emmunition and grenades were £lso cap-
tured (W.D., H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, 10-11 Jul and Appendix

I, merked mep; W.ﬁs., Cerlt & York R., Vest N.5.R. €nd R.

2be R., 10-11aul).

37.  The 3.5. Bde advenced in conformiiy with 2 Cdn Inf E
Bde covering the latter's left flonk and petrolling towards

the sea., During 11 Jul they were bronghl into Army Reserve

and withdrawn to BURGIO., Tielr totsl cecuslties for the

operation were nine killed -nd 32 wounded while they had

captured 100 Italians and killed .60 more. (W.D., 5.S. Bde.

Appendix "A".)

38. During the night 10/11 Jul thece was an enemy air
raid on beaches end shinrine which wes et by a very -heavy
A.A. Barrege., Litt)7 Ciiimge wes sopol tcd9but troops in

— —— e —— e —— —

4 An sttempt wes made the fcllowing dsy to equip 92 Fd Bt{ which
had lost all its guns at sea, with this F-rse-drawn artiilery.
Howevyer the project was given up wnen iv ~as found that they
could not keep up with the fast pace set in the following dsys.
Moregver the renge of these sntigueted weapons wes consldered
too short to be useful. (W.D., 3 Cdn Fd Regt, R.C.A., 11 Jul,)

5 Off snother beach, however, it was reported thet a hospital ship,
fully lighted up, wss hit and sunk. (Current Reports from Oversess.
No. 12, Part I. ¥
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the beach area, many under enemy fire for the first time,
hzstened to deepen thelr slit trenches, the digging of
vhich hitherto h&ad secmed one of the drudgerles of soldier-
ing.. (W.D., 1 Cdn Inf Bde Coy R.C.ses5.C., 10-11 Jul, 2nd
other diaries,)

39. Totel Cznatian battle casuslties for this first day of
the invesion, £s reported by the L.u.M.35., vere only two
officers and ‘thirteen other ranks (77,D., £.U.M.3, LiCdn
Div, 10 Jul; te diary cocs not breai: the figures dorn into
kilied anc ouncet). Lnexy cesualties vere much higher. At

935 hrs the 5... Bde renorted 20 enemy Killede c¢nd 100

risoners of ver, while &t 1725 hrs 1 Cdn Inf 5Sde estimated

t hed kKllled and wounced S0 end teken 500 prisoners. 2 Cdn
Inf bBde hea a total of 180 prisuners for the dey. At 1845
hrs Divisionel Heedquerters reported a total of 650 but by
the end of the dey it was over 700, Two smmericen peratroops
were relecsed from the enemy sfter a few hours! captivity.
Only 20 of the prisoncrs vere Germen, mostly .dir Force per-
sonnel; most of the Itelians were from the 206 Coastal
Division ené decidedly inferlor troops. oome of the prlconers
indicated thet concentratione of both German encd Itellan
troops hed retreated to the ISFICA 2ree thet morning (1 Cdn
Inf Div Int Log, 10 Jul, serials 191, Rf1, 26¢, 2¢1, S0¢,
315, 324, 335; H.U., Heg., 2 Can Inf Bde, 10 -Jul.).

40, At the end of the dey, Generel Slmonas wes eble to
despatch tle folloving re;cr% to Genercl heNeughton then at
iQvanced Heezdquerters, 1% .rmy Group:

Lendinss effected vwith very little
og;osition and by 1200 hrs todey 211
objectives fcor phese one vere in my
hands (.) Ineffective counter sttacks
in efternoon were repulsed (.) Casualties
very light :nd first reports indlcate do
not exceed total of seventy-five killed
&néd wounded including 40 snd 41 kerine
Comnandos (.) We took over 700 prisoners
znd some meterisl (.) Morale hizh end troors
very confident of themselves (.) Details
will follow (.) Success meinly due to
xcellent co-operatian Royel Navy and
RaF (.) .

(FllE P-a,o l-l"’_""l’ TEl C‘-Qo 1623

Generel wontegue to Gencral Murchie

contelining & messege from General

?1mo§ds to General hcNaughton, 10
ul.

At the same time General McNeuzhton end otuart sent their
congretuletions seying "Censda v1ll be very pleesed 2t

¥our echievement." Tvo deys later Irime kinister king

cebled similar sentiments seying "All Cenede rejoices at the
news of the initlal success of Cenedlien troops in Sicily...
Cansdea vill not fail her fightlrne men," _(1b{d., Tel G.5. 1623,
also containing ‘message from Cenerdls licNelghiton ené Stuert to
General "Simeonds, 10 Jul; Tel G.o. 78€ Irime Kinister Eing to
Ge?eral LCN&ugh£on for Genadisn Force Commender, oSiclly, 12 Jul
43) .

41. Thus ended for the Cinacdisns the first dey of the
siclilian camgelgn. The eese with which the day's objectlves
rere attelned protebly ceme €8 & great surprise to the average

Canadisn officer or soldier. Althoursh Intelllgence forecasts
hed indiceted only limlted defences, he probebdly hed the

heré fighting of DILFPL in the back of his mind, The veteran
of DILIPL, or this same soldler some months lster, would

heve locked on this Gey's work sround PACHINO as a picnic
compered to thelr grimmer experiences of sttecking
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the Germen in a position he wes well prepered to hold.
~Ctuelly, many or the Canedian troops never fired a shot
thig Tirst day, end the landing ceemed to Le more in the
nature of an exerclse, and rather a plessent one at that;:
Tor wherever they tock up positicns there Eere frult trees
nearby which were beings constantly rsided °,

42 The following vivld description of the country in
wiilch the Cenadlens found themselves 1s teken from the diary

ol the Commender, Royzl Cernsallan Aarmy ocrvice Corps:

v o0+ PACHINO with 1ts cirileld, slishtly
northwest fiom our lendinz point, is of feir
size, covering un arec of 1% kilometers

(L to @) by 2 kKilometers (K to 5). There
gre no siums in Li'italn to coapare vith

the sgualor found here.. Whether this hes
€xisted for 21l times or not, 1s not at
present imo¥n by us, tut one could readily
celieve thet they are livinz In the times
of Abrahem from the layout of the streets
&nd byways, tn. from the facedes of the
builéines, the mode of 1ife of the people
and animals. There is & biblical beauty
and setting of trc whole plece. Roezds are
very poer, the mein street only belng second
clesc anéd 1in very poor condition. Thils
road ¢xtends from the maln scuesre, westward
past the airfield on tovard PUKGIO. This
erea 1s slightly less under cultivetion of
vines, tut crops and olive groves occupy
niost of the surface 1n long open sweerling
valleys. The¢ sun hes Tfull play over the
surfece €11 day, On the south slde of the
roaa, in & field of crops, half vey from
PACIINO to LULCIO, had beén ctatloned a
horse bottery of Itelien Artillery which
had come into pin-point range of our guns,

- The remaing of the battery, eénimals and
personnel hed not been fuliy clearcd and
“Avee one an imrression of the decdliness of
our @rtillery fire. Thls i1s not en 1solated
instance. Tiils wic leter cleared by thls
fun ¢ personticl alded by Italien Frisoners
of Wer. Al SURCIC wes noticed the Tfirst
modcrn faram wuildinge, It wes a winery of
censiderzble size wilth the overseers cuarters,
lerge courtyerGs ané storare spaces all in
¢xcellent condition. Tiics 1s in the centre
of vast hezlthy clive groves and or the
fringe of the orange country. Very few
of tre inhestitants have returned tc this
area, out hordes of nitives vere returning
Ifrem further inlend by Toot-and donkey wagon
which zdded very considersbly to the already
heavy road congestin. It wes noticed
however, thet in 11 ceses, they most will-
Ingly geve way to militery trefric, great
Clouds of dust not sppeerin: -to bother them,

o
1

Oils wes a8 source of worry to the mcdical authorities who
lnsisted thet Trult musct be 8t least veshcd or peeled before
e( 11n::. ('-rlf.JJo’ I‘un-—"l\..u" 1 (-:Gn .IJiV, }O Jul.)
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One noticeable joint, wes thet infants in
arms hed .their facLs covered to prevent
dust settlins on them The weather remains
hot and sunny, the rrouna being very dry.

(WD, T._., Comd 1 Cdn Liv
ReCohed.Ls, 12 Jul 43.)

ADViNCu TO Thi LINL <OSOLINI-ISFICA-POZZALLO

2D The tiirdéd phesc of the assault as envisaged in
"1st Cenadirn Livislon Operation Order No. 1" (Outlined in
nurort No 126) mus to consist of "the Mdvorcc bty 1 Canedizn
uivizion in conformity with 51 (Highland) Division to general
1ine ROSOLIKI E €508 - SPAGUATOLNO (IU;ICA) N 8089 -
TOZZALLO N 7592", lihile still uﬁ boerd ship the G.0.C, hed
1ssucd « Zurtker “"Outline Flen for Securins Corps ¥irst zhd
weConc Objcetives after Capture of Eeachhcad" (See A pcndix
"D"), The 30 Corps' Tfirst otbjecctive wes the line NO
HOSOLINI-ISYICA-FOZZALLO and tle second objcctive the bi"h
~round coverine the converguance of the roeds in the ciea
PALAZZOTO (8030) - RACUSA (6514), The inter-divisional
boundery vetween £1 (H) Uiv on the rirht and 1 Cén Inf Liv
on the lcft wes to be the road 1ACHING-ROSCTINI-cross track
754140, inclusive £1-(H) Dlv, up to the capture of the
Corps ¥First Objective, &and then the river TiLLeRO, up to the
~ccond Objective, Thé Cenedien Uivisionsl Coms cn-br‘s
"intention" wes 1n succession to:

“(a) C; ture Corps First objective and take
SFICA and }OwesLLO,

(t)  Capture tre ridre cross tracks 734140 - pt
547 in 7008 and uc-.l'a\.. VOUICA from NE,

_{e) CL‘tILM the high sround cross rds 7520 - pt
:....;r} ( lf fTL tmx’l._ Lﬁ-» \J-Jr er thf ....-:...IT.

(d) Hceorgerdze in arca cross roads 7220 - Cross
tracks 724140 - pt E9S 1in 6915 and eirol
W.oT of L IRMINIO to meke contsct with 2 U.s.

Corps.
54, risonere of wer captured cduring the night 10/11
Jul steted thit ISIICA %es h11ud0\ capty oI Mllit‘;\ ena
cilvlliane, The previous evenlns, #nc ¢:-eln auring the morning

of th: 11th, this ton and RC-CLINI hec been shelled by the
NLvy anc bombed by the sir Force preperztory to the ETC1Lthd
adveénce by our trooLc (1 Can Inf Div Int Lor. 10 zng 11

Jul, ceritls 301, 542, 380, 386 £nd 406). Tnls sévence was
maCe on & two~brilgrade :;:;t witkh 1 Ccn Inf LLL tekins the
northern r0rd £rom. PACHINO to ROGULINI gn¢ 2 Ccn Inf Bde

the southern route to IsilCa., O Cdn Inf ;ue =till ramtining
in reswive, wes t¢ consclidstc on Lla ni h Lround to the cast
cf these | i iCESs  (TelSey Home 1, 2 & 3 Con Int: sdes, 11
Jul, TFor map se€ nlrhzuix {2 .

45, The 2 Ldn InT Bcc-advence started &t 1220 hrs with

the wamr: Re in the lcad. A brigede firhtlng reconnelssance
PcﬁcqutIHJ to the outskirts of ISIICA reported salping

¢nG hend grenades belins threwn Irom houses by civillians

so street fighting wes expected (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log 11
Jul, uprl 1 411) Eowcver, . when the bdiontons reached the
tovn sftcr a hot ent dusty march, they occupieé it at 1480
hrs.%ith no orposition. “T“L only difficultles encountcred",
sgys. the regimentts Diary; "were enttusiastic prectings
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of the civilisn populeciion end the frentic endezvours' of
the militery populétion to surrender". 200 prisoners were
teken inltially and more rounded up lster, The battslion
took up a defensive position in squcre 7800 zbout two miles
to the north-east on the highwey to MODICA. (W.D,, Ldmn

R., 11 Jul,) The Seaforth of C, passed through at 1730 hrs
and reported: "Meny ‘natives stood 1n the streets weving
and clappring their hends at us, Wine and fruit were pessed
out to the troops, the hatred of Mussolinl end the Germens
alweys being expressed time ¢nd time agein" (V%.D., Sesforth
of C., 11 Jul).

46, A1l accounts egree thet due to its notural strength
end defences this plsce could heve held out for & long time,
One of the dlerists gives a vivid picture of it:

The town of SPACCAFORNO (ISIICA) is

built on & rock cliff towering sheer to

a height of 180 feet end heevlily defended
by extensive berbed wire fields. The
groundworks on epprosches to the town

are good but ertiilury end tenks heve
completely ruined them. The town is old
world, with & popul:ztion of zbout 2000
souls, It 1s bullt on stepped-up .
terraces well up on the crest of the
rocky cliff., Towering above gll 1s the
town church in the esrly Itelien Ren-
alssance style of erchitecture, It is
unfortunate that this town hed to have

a baptism of the effectlveness of the
Allied Alr Forces and deadliness of thelr
efficiency 1s clearly seen.

(W.D., H.Q., Comd, 1 Cdn Div
R.C.A.5.C,, 13 Jul).

47. The P.P.C.L,I, moved off &t 1715 hrs to teke up

positions north of the town, But as the enemy were on the

run, orders were issued for the nursuit to continue towards

the high ground esst of MODICA. At midnight the bsttalion .
wss stlll merching, hsving met 1ittle opposition, After

& merch of 22 miles, new gositions WETE flnally teken up

at 0500 hrs the next morn ng on the heights overlooking

LODICA. Petrols were imuedlztely sent forward and returned

with lerge numbers of prisoners of war. (W.D., P.P.C,L.I.

11-12 Jul.)

48, The Sesforth of C, had 2lso pushed on through the

kdmn R. in the same direction. At midnight they ceme'ugon

& carefully prepsred rosdblock sbout 5 miles beyond ISPICA

(730016) but the Itelien petrol defending it surrendered

without firing & shot. Further on, the leading company came g
under csome enemy mechine gun fire tut this wes soon neut-

ralized. They Tinally halted for a few hours rest in a

concentration 2rea sbout two miles north of MODICA some time

the next morning. (W.D., Sesforth of C., 11-12 Jul &nd

AhpxX 1, being a set of merked maps.)

49, "C" Company of the Seaforth of C. had been given
the separate tesk-of occupying POZZALLO, & 1ittle town on
the coast south-east of ISPICA. The Nevy had fired 160
rounds just to the north and eest of this place shortly
cfore noon, 11 Jul, and at 131% hrs had sent a party
ashore to recelve the surrender of two officers and 96
otheér renks (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log, 11 Jul, seriesl 444),
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-burirz the afternoon "C" Co.jany tock over. They reported
tekin R0 prisoners plug ten officers, lon” wilth much
equipment, A Germen £.h. unit, they were tolc, hac Just
ler't the town., vecerted bty thelr Fesclet hayor and
corporation, the peorle were ztérvin:, so with the help
of -the locsi priect znd postrecter the Cinpsdlans broke
Oper. a ‘rannery ana or-enlzec the distriltutlon of frein,
Lread anc imascaronl. Li.-Cen, Ietse, the Corps Commender,
visited them curing tl.c dey and secmed vell pleased with
thelr srrengements, (%.D., Seaforth of C., Appx 27, "C"
Corjany Account.)

0. On the northern sector of the sdvance 1 Cdn Inf

tée were irn touch with E1 (¥) Div, which had been ordered
to take cver rerth-cast of AVOLA Irom 12 Corps, while
kFeepins in touch v1t: the Cenadiens on their left, Units
of thic dlivision jroceedcd slon~ the ceme rocd to the
north-wvest out or 1ACLEL O but leter turneé to the right

in the uirection of NOTQ (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Loz, 11 Jul.
serial 4253 W.D., Bl (M) Liv, Lppx "a", 0.0) No 64; ‘W.D.,
R.C.Re, 11 Jul), At 11C0 hrs ore of thelr carrier troors
had entered #OSCLINI, where ggeln the Itelicn scldiers
surrendered vith 1o resicsteice erc the civillans ceme out
i the streets to ‘rect them. 500 Germens were re;orted
to have left the jrevious daye. .2rly in the afternoon tmo
carrier rlatoons ficnm 12 Cdn Tke weie gsent to relieve the
sritish troops, since ROWULILI wee now in the Cenedlen
sector, A4S in I.FICA, much Itellan eculpment wes ccculred,
includings army mules and horses, end bemnall tricycles

ana motor bicycles vhich, €s &lveys, ¥eire very helplul

in solving transioirtetion shoitees, (Hlist ceec File Sicily/
1 Cdn ~nad Dde/C D, nccount of Lt. J.... Lteinbuckl, I.0.,
12 Cdn Tks.)

Sle. 1 Cdn InfT Bde remeined resting in the TACLIMC-

~UnCIO aree until the efternioon when they recelived thelr

me rehins orders. 4C Hishrs leC anG resched ROSCLINI

without eny opposition except sone sligsht enemy air activity.
Tr.ey spent ar uncomfortzble ri~ht in the tow¥n which wes
rertly on fire end pervcded by ¢ horritle stench (W.D.

<€ Highre, 11 Jul; rist sec ¥ile oicllyy/l Lan -Inf Lde,é/b,
~ceount of Lt,-Col. JoLizton enC Cart. kecicchrer, 48 Highrs),
Thesc enc other Ceradlan troops weire soon to realize trat
stenches were far {roa unusual in Itallan towns.
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Trom the rest of the brir
copiurea transport were
vattalion derloyec. four L
2.C.Re,; F1=-12-Jul,) Tie He
at 2300 hrs and bivouacked
ll_a (-?’_OI-'I’ HES“{} t:.‘. }‘D_...-J'I..’ :I..

YA The h,CK..pesce throush the torn curing -the
evenin:s. 'That sc.e nhis they were sent or Ly motor trense

{ ;
W+
dil

1 !

taiiks from 12 Cén Tks and
ed into use, At 0EZ0 hrs the

Wohke. #£l11 sorts of vehicles

g eact of mwnGlUsa, (W.D.

- ¢, T w.Rs veached ROSCLINT
cr the nieght one mile beyond
Jul).

-
0y

ot (1) U

]

.
G
€
e
S
¥
1

e durin- the evenin & Cén Irnf 5de 1n reserve took
uip the rositions gllotted tnem - the R. 22e K. 1in scuare
, £497 one enc & helf miles south-eest of IoIICA, - the Jest
KeSetse 111°8EC6 and th:e Carlt & York ... in 8896 (W.ls, He&.,
5 Can Inf Dde, Appx 1, map showing positicns). The only
incident of note curlng the night occurred when some two
dozen amerlcan paratroops lanced in the brigade area., At
Tirst each sicde mistook the othér Tor the enemy, vut
fortunztely a strin: of plein znrlish profanity from an
approaching Cansdicn mcde the americans realize the situation
just ac they were «bout to open Iire, sné needless bloodshed
wag averted (account by Capt. Cunningham, op. cit.).
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o4, Back on the bcaches, zccording to the diery of the
Commender of the Divisionel R.C,.4.5.C., for 11 Jul, trensport
wes coming eshore much too slowly. At 1900 hrs the divis-
lonal R.C.A.S5.C. hed only 18 vehicles in the essembly erea,
Mein Divisionel Heedquarters ccme sshore during the day
and sct up in the vicinity of BURGIC, slthougrh personnel
of "G" Brench staycd on board ship until the following dey.
The G.0.C. came ashore £t 1000 hrs end visited the three
brigede headquarters end the forward areas of the P.P.C.L.I.
end R.C,R. during the day. He spent the night north of
ISFICA. Corps &énd Army tacticasl headquarters were esteblished
in the erea just north of PACHINO Airfield, which the R.C.R.
hed left thet efternoon. (W.D., G.5., H.G., 1 Cdn Inf Div,
ﬁl J§1; Ww.D., G.5., H.G., 30 Corps, Appx "B". 3itrep, 11

ul.,

co. During the morning and esrly efternoon enemy air-
craft attacked ground forces and ships &t anchor but were
driven off by A.A. fire. No reports have been found
indiceting damsge or casualties, Canadian battle casuslties
Tor 11 Jul as reported by the A.D,k.>5. were one officer and
18 otheér ranks. (W.Ds., G.5., H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div, and
A.D.N.S., 1 Cdn Inf Div,)

THE ADVANCE INLAND - MODICA-RAGUSA-GIARRATANA .

o6, The three gnases of the originsl Divisional plan

had been completed ahead of schedule on 11 Jul; accordingly
as already indicated, orders were given to continue the
advance in the direction of MODICA and RAGUSA to attain the
Corps "Second Objective". There was gractically no firhting
at this sta%e but the infentry suffered a good deal from

heat ¢nd fatigue since the sdvance wes much quicker than
expected, and very little trsnsport wes yet eveileble,
Morcover the men were not yet acclimetized to the semi-
tropicel conditions end vere soft from over three weeks

on boerd ship, All diesries stress these difficulties end

pay tribute to the way in which the troops stood up to them,
Some 2lso add that the 48-hour retions were not ver
setisfying to hungry soldiers (%W.D., P.P.C.L.I., Ju

ALpX 14, which notes that "The march hed been very airricult
owing to the tiredness of the men; every time they stopped &
they fell aslecp"). _

<?7. As we have &lready observed, the early morning of

the 12th found the F.P.C.L.I. &nd the R.C.R., the two
Torward battallons of thelr respective brlg:des, deployed
outside MODICA and RAGUSA. Durlng the night, 2 Cdn Inf Bde
informed Divisional Headqusrters thot MODICA was seeking
terms of surrender, and at 0128 hrs Div H.Q. sent & message
ordering the P.F.C,L.I. to &ccept the surrender (1 Cin I

Div Int Log, 12 Jul, sericls 468 znd 475)., After & fifteen-
minute bomberdment Ey a battery of 142 Fd Regt (S.F.)

during which 575 rounds of H.E. were poured into the town

a fishting petrol from the P.P.C.L.I. entered MODICA and
took a econslderable number of prisoners. Two Patricla
N.C.Cs. entered one bulldlng end discovered the G.0.C. of
the local Italian Division 7 inside. He agreed to surrender
to an officer of equal rank so the metter wes referred back
to Brigede Hezsdquarters, Evcntually the surrender wes carried
out as related {n para 60 below. (¥%,D., F.P.C.L.I., 12 Jul

The 206 Coestal Division; the P,F.C.L.I. account stetes thet it
was the ©4th NAPOLI Division but all other sccounts refer to
206 Div, which included troops from 54 Napoll Div,
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and Appendix l4; Verbesl evidence of Lt,~-Col. Lindsay, then
comuanding the P.F.C.L.I., who helped the writer to
straighten out apparent contradictions between the P.F.C.L.I.
and other accounts.)

o8 . It appears that MCDICA weas left without any occupylng
troops. A corporecl Trom oceforth of C., wko tOoOK a wrong
turning while trying to catchup rithhis tattalion, arrive

in thls town by misteke. Le Wés surroundeC by citizens and
soldicrs who sought to surrender the plece to him, doubtless
fecrins the consecuence of another srtillery bomberdaent,
somewhet nonplusseC, he bLrousht a delegste back to bettalion
heccguerters with him on the pillion of his motor cycle.
Howcver, on the metter beins relerred back, Division recommended
it be Cropped end the representative veg left "stlll looking
for somepne to suirender the elty to." (W.D., Scaforth of
Caydl Juls)

59. Later 1n the morning, however, some eneny clements
with & 1li1ttle more spirlt must have reappeered 1ln the town,
Two small getechments, onc fiom the R.C.k. and one from the
Scaforths ©, both seeking thelr respective units, entered the
town under the impression that it had alrcady been teken,
Ajrroaching the central sqguare they were ambushed end lost
several vehicles. Retiring to cover, they planncd nd
delivered &n attaclkk on the enemy ;os{tion out were driven
beck. At-thls juncture the Commandcr cf 2 Cdn Inf Bde ceme
uron thie scecnc anc procuret them some artillery support from
& neerby troop of S.1. guns., Aftcr five minutes! fomtard:ent
the perty, numbering gbout fifteen, again advsrced end this
time cleered all the surrouncing hov. cs, taking four officers
end 7€ other ranks prisoner amd capturing scven fileld zuns,
five mcdium guns, end one anti-Tank cun, which werc in pos-
iticn in the central squere covering 511 roads. severs
nundred more encay came forth to surrender from other parts
of the town, The priscners were teken over ty the Edmn R,
who advanced pest the tovn curine the day znd 1lcft 2 platoon
to kecp order there. (%.D., R.C.R., Jul, Appx I£ written

by Lt. Atkinson sives a very deteiled account of this
incident; #.D., Ldmn R., 12 Jul.)

h e

60. The finel end Tformal surrcnder of LODICA took plece
about 1100 hrs on 12 Jul unéer circumstances best described
0y quoting the¢ Wer Dilecry of 12 Cdn TKs:

Lt.Col. «.L, Booth and Lt. Roberts, 1.0.
vere meking & recce in front of MCLICA

when they encountered the nevel end military
chiefs of staff cf the General Commanding

he 20€ Coastsl Division. They stated that
their General wiched to surrender with all

The
met
WES
the

account is by the A. Tk Fl officer of the R.C.R. who seid he
en officer from the Seaforth of C. with & retion perty which
ambushed in the town. There is no record of the incident in
scaforth Diery which does glve the previous story of the

Corporal who entered the town Dy misteke. Nor is there any
mention of the incident in the dlary of H..., 2 Cdn Inf Ede but
since this diary is by no mecans exhaustive its silence has little
significance. _
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honours of war, Col. Booth trieg to get in
touch with bEriradier Vokes, Commanding gne
Cdn Inf Bde, but could pnily coritect his
Brirade k& Jor, =zo together they aCcompanied
the Itelizp k1Ges to the heedoucrters o the
<06 Cozgte] Division ipn LNODICA, . They

€lled in the Generalls cop through

€ 0T Itzlian tIroops with their arms
laié ¢ovn in the streets, Lt.-Col. Booth

acce ‘ On behalf or General slionds
the W Ncitionag) Surrender or Ceneraje ai
Clvisione, ACillle J'oyet €IC whet wag
LeTt of tFe 206 Co:ctz) Livisiot, €l then
€ccorted Genera) <'Hovet, hig revel ang
D1litary chiers CL Stzff end the Layor of
ECLICA haeir t0o 1 Can Oy Lca;éurrzezs.

(Il the npav Claeyss they met the 30th
Corps mel=n:er, Lt.~Cenersy oli* Oliver Leese,
wWho chstteg %ith the Itzlisn Gegeral for g
Tew Jigutes, ang in thls conversation
“eherz ) JTHovet {CVealed that he fad been

decorated ¥ith the Lilitery Cross in the
A Al e B y B - 1 . - b f = - o + v

On arrival st 1 Cdn iy }eitcuarters,

I
3 Geners) o1noncs ACCepted the Torms Surrende
o Geners]l J'Hee ¢ who had EXpressed his
wWish to pe €lloved tp make his own Tormal

surrender to ap officer of €Qual renic,
In the meantime, Lt,-Col. Looth

1nstructeg nen squadron to OCCULy MNCLICA,

There mere SOmE Crsueltiec cuong our Infentry

in Eprrouching the town €arly in the dey,

£ COnvoy 0; S retion ang S _petrol lorries

Went too iar cnecd towergs the front line

NG were fireqd dron by MG ang Siipers,

e rirst trocrs” which €ntered Nourcs

61, U %111 pe oticed thet SOME reps sre left Letween
Lnese LiSConnecteg storics, fhe ok L. L.T. were Iirst to
CRLEr the tompn er L0 coux ;ONn the Iteliep Clvisiong)
Comgander wpon thes €rronecusly res + el to ac tre 7eG,C, 5
NARCLI L e, JCSidte this g¢ th2 fact the t ey remeinead
he Vicinity or the torn moct f the do Nno other gccount
¢S L0 De avare or LIeIr presence., . Leter in the rorning
Cordirs to on el M. ECCount GETi clments Trom =.C, « 2NC
Torth or ¢, cnteren tre toun, r: into Orposition zng
- Wany rrisoners hc they hande CVer to the Laionton
e = Hent who rescec LY and lert 4 Flatoon to OCcury the
L Lan the 12 Cdn Tis zecey t ives ¢ Getelled descrip
. the CCCuretion or MOUICA zng the surrencer of the
( 20€ Cousta) “1v, without VETerring to €itler the
Pk .C.L.I, or the Lam R, Eluss: rom 2 Cdn Inf nge in the

ey 1 s hAa
Givisionaj Intclli;;nae Los, surrorte the 12 Can




20.

but another message purportedly from 1 Cdn Inf Bde further
complicates 1t. The latter reads in pert; "2 i/c and 13
Offrs Generzl Steff 206 Coastal Div cerntured at Div EH.G.
626094 (half a mile north of the town) and now at 1 Ede.
Flesse advise method of disposal", (1 Cdn Inf Div Int Log,
12 Jul, serlals 14 and 16.) The I.P.C.L.I. dizry confuses
tihie Commander of 54 NAFOLI Div with the Commender of 206

* Cogestel Dilv, tut this 1s understandable since there wes a
connecticon Cetween the two divisions which 1s revealed in
lie Tellowlng message thet wes sent to Corps:

169 Dlackshirt Militlis Bn hes been
cdestroyed (cetached?) from 173 Bl
M1l Tegion....This Lesion wes the
Giv legion of £4 Napoll but about

6 weeks 1t wes deteched from liapoll
and atteched to 206 Div. The ComaG
of this Legion seys thet tacticel
surprise wes conplete. He seys thet
Inf of 54 Napoll wvere zt Kagusa

plus German scrvices,

(1 Cdn Inf Div Int Loz, 13 -
Jul, seriel 1,) :

62 . The 1ncldent reflects the limitations of the

source meterial from which tris nerretive is written.

At the best, there will be seps, &t the worst insccuracies
end eriors. Unit Wer Dicries are ureven in quality and
frequently incoiplete, Nor ao the Intelligence logs seem
to be complete. There is & greet des) of information

in them, “ut the enswers given to messages wilch are
recorded scmetimes do not errear vhile on the other hend
ciiswers ere clven for messe. €s not ticacelves recorded,

63, The kdmn Re, which hed left the vicinlty of ISEICA
thet morning, now pessed throush the P.F.C.L.I. in the
direction of RAGUSA, lisc the pletoon of occupetion 1lcft
in LCuICa and "2" Company. "The latter, suprorted by

a troop of tanks, wics sent off to the scuth to occupy the
tovn of GCICLI (in sGuare 63¢S). The tenks fired three
shots over the town vhercuron 1100 ercity soldlers eiterged
and geve themselves up, They werc ferriec beck to IStICA
in their own vehicles. On the zdverce to ReGUGA, tanks

ané light-scale unit transrort aveileble vwere utilized to
ferry the merching infentry. On entering the town ~american
trocps were found to be in occupation, so the battalicn
poved through and teook up & defensive pociticn on the
RalUsh-IZLa road at 66814¢ about 1800 hrs. (i.D., Bdmn R.,
12 Jul; HElst Sec file Sicily/e Cdn Inf Bde/C,D, Account

of Cept. Fritchard Adj. Edmn R.)

64, The ssme evening most of r.P.C.L.I., following the
zdmontons, moved to the hish ground east of ReGUSA wlrere
they were joined by the remeinder of the battallon the
followins morning (':,U., P.L.C.L.I., 12-13 Jul),

65. IThe Seaforth of C. did not zo throuch MODICA, but

¢s we have secn, by-passed 1t dwins the nlght end halted
for & fcw hours in & position to the north-ecast, During
the day they continued on up @ nerrow roclky mule track

to a rosition on & hill north-east of RACUSA with battalion
heedquerters &t 696162, According to the diary, they
".oved throusnh & contlnuous cloud of fine white dust vhich,
when mixed with the perspiretion of the body, made a white
laycr of dust over cech en, It seemed to work into every
rook &rd cranny, into your boots &énd up to the halir on
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mur heedas," rly In the aserch they were fired on one
Lachine cun but this vis soon neutralized. (W.D., aeerorth
0f31Css 12 Juls)

6€. Lurinr the €¢y, 2 Cin Inf Ele sltorether sent back
some 1200 to 1220 Itelizn rrisoners, incluéline 30 officers

to uivibiknr+ ler aguarters. "They werc herdec into a fiulé"
sere the Divisionel G.5. Dlery, "where the Livisional
Intclligence Ofilcer took over and sesregeted tnem accord-
ing to their reginmente ind formetion. ibb \£2 majority
rcre of the' Bleciehi L I[iililties tut there were clSO son
rerulers from the Loy I+’11 N ALY &nc sone uerszéllcri.-
ey scem to be ul,r' ul‘ -a'py end docile captives."”

febrary, Goay HalLay, 1-CAN I?f Dive 12 dJul; 1 Cdn Inf Div

i i R 2o 12 JU"' scriagl 17,

67 #hilc 2 Cdrn Inf Bde viere opcreting 1n the &rea

KODICA-mnCUCR, 1 Cdn Iil Bde contlnucd te lead the edverce
still furtker north: tovercs GILAGATAELA vwith the n.C.a. 1in
tle letd, AS previcusly rel:ted, tids unit hec dc;loycd
some miles tc the west of faGUSA 1n the eorly hours of

the morning. f.tel’ Tlve wminutes shelllns & carrier patrol

weg sent in to dem&nc the surrender of the town while the

rest of the battalion resumcd the izrch to the north,

u_x,l’] the f-bI' 1 event 'Jc-l"" ceught up & bout five miles !
berond the tovn, it explcincd its delay b the fact the t the

he@ been frect difficulty in findins any officizls, for

£11 hed hidden from fesr cf the shcllin:. ocne -Alerican
.',};;‘C_,_L-rq luh 1J. t LL-uk_L.l L,':.: t;llu tL}‘ u l—lu‘. thb ?uSt blit
fortunstely —ire nct Injurcd, "c1tioush soawwhit sheken by
thie Gt ncaiul bombirdment . I; vill be remembe r&d th: t the

Lduoriton Resiment found U.o. trocts in occupation here

later in Ln.t. \.4(_\. (1!-.:,1., Itel o Lay 12 JUl.

8. Meanvhlle, the Hast & 1.n.. and the 48 Highrs hed
been mierching from the viecinity of RGSOLINI since uwrly
porning, meeting no QPIO"ition ut finding the heat end dust
very tryinec, During the cft crnoon, &ll three battelions
ivutku rLaqrin* thelr cdvance-in the evening. The Hest

& P.L.n. toock the lcad fi*L t.r;c ooryanies nountcd on tarks
ané &kl availablL whecled trens;ort, vhile the others
followed on foot. Tioy  esscd throti-h CIARRATANA before @
pldni ht end took up pogitims just to the north. karly

the foWlo»inr_moruln , the R.C.R. anG the 48 Highrs erived
ant occupled rositions to the couth £nd ezst of the tow

SOE eneiy vwere contécted curing the morning “nc more
;xi;w.urs taken without é¢ifficulty. (%W.Ds., R.C.h., Hast

¢: Dunoit, 48 Hizhrs, 12-12 Jul: 1 Cdn Inf blv Int Log 13
Jul, hhrius 11 and 13.)

CG 3 Cdn Inf Bde, £till the. Divislonesl reserve,

1loved clmn- the stme route glxxoxlm(tv ly a day behind
leoCing uris ¢es. Durins the ni £ht of 12/ lu Jul they
ed into positions: atout five mllus north—ve 3t of ISLICA
uﬂ tue LOLItﬂ rocé. . (W,D., HiGe, 3 Cdn.InT Ixe, Appx 2,

meried map.)

} o b
-
"f;"-

70, The remeinder of "G Pranch of Uivisionzl Head-
querters which, up till now, Fed been operating on bosrd
the "Hilery" came sshore during the 12th and joined the
1”Ctlﬁc; Heaccuerters etout threc miles west of ISTICA
on the MODICA road, forming a co*leta xcin Divisional
Heedouerters for the first time, (..u. e e - N R |
Cén Inf Div, 12 Jul,)® it the scme timé, hear Division

9 Wﬁt“ the forwerd brigedes settine inte the morc mountginous area.
ound A‘CUuh, communications were beconing more difficult,
(J..., 5ifs 1 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jul.
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moved to BURCIO (920261) occupvinc & lsrge winery. All

services had by now landed and esteblished offices in

thls aree; medicel installestions were nearing completion

of licht-scale of vehicles and cquipment. (W.l., A.4. &
Q.koG,, 1 Cdn InT Div, 12 Jul.) The Commander x.C.A.S5.C.
wes stlll vorriced ¢bout the slowness in unloeding. Eis
diery Tor 12 Jul notes: "Constant supcrvision of the
dunping programme 1s necessery., Landing from sh to shore
hes slcwed up considcrably end it weés neccessary that
C.R.A.5,C, Intervicw the P.K.L.O. to cnsure speeG=-up 1f

the rrogress of opcritions weés to be meinteined effliciently.
There wis improvement 12 ter in the cay". The Service Corps
Comander &lso hed to make strong representatiions to
IJu.L.Ce (Frincipel Military Landing Officer) end A.h. &
GeliaGe YTegerdinge the misuse of DUKW. enc the compandeering
of Sc¢rvice Corps vehicles by seinlor officers. Transport
ves strained to the very 1imit end pieny personnel vere on
the go rracticelly the vhole time vith very little sleep.
"Yet the morale 1c very high encd thc men show ¢n caperness
to do thelr job efficlently." (W.D., L.G., Comd 1 Cdn

.IJiV Ein(v-h.h'&oC.’ 12 Ju1-)

71. The asseult convoy, less soidle ships thet hrd alrced
~salled, left uncder clrcumst:-iccs cescribed &s follovs in the
. Dlery of the hAeie & GoizuGo, 12 Jul:

By evenlng of 12 Jul &ll th&et 1t vwes possible
to 1lend from the original Tactical Convoy wes
ashore, Thls convoy departed cbout 1600 hrs
12 Jul, taking with 1t essenticl stores ....
&lso vehicles ¢nd personnel ... Due to causes
¢t thls time unknown, some 250 to 300 men
awelting landinc on the beaches, were taken
on these ships for discherge at an unknown
port and return later to Div.

(Tf.D-, flotae &: C‘,oIb:-G’o Rbal" H.Qc, l
Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jul.)
72, Battle casuzlties for 12 Jul werc only two officers
~ and 24 other renks (W.D., A.D.M.S., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jul),
@  or ticse, six were id11ed end 15 rounded when low-flying
cneny fighters strefed & convoy of Artillery end Signals
pcrsonnel who were proceceGings € len: the roed retween the
bezches end ISFIC.. (W.D., G.5., H.G., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jul),
ACtually there he¢ been very 1{tti1c deytime zir activity b
the encmy, only & few plancs beilns sighted durins the firs
fcw deys, end this wes the first incident of its sort. On
13 Jul the Hest & P.L.h. reprted thet tro Mk 109s were seen
enG both were hit by & L.A.A, battery, one beilng Lrought down
(W.D., Host & P.L.iX., 13 Jul). A&t nishi, however, ralds on the
beaches and the shipping were culte usual (W.D., biv Tps Coy
ReCohenele, 1 Can InT Div, 10-15 Jul),

RLST AND RuORCGANIZATION -- INSFCTICK BY GENLRAL
MONTGOMERY

73, 1 Cdn Inf Div hcd by now stretched 1ts supply lines

to the maximum for the vchicles zveileblc, "It wee thercfore
directed" in the words of the R.C.K. Diery for 13 Jul, "that
the present posltion be occupled for the next 36 hrs to &llow
adminisigation to catch up to operctions, anc to give the men
& rest. They heave had; in most cecses, &n averege of elight

10 Some other reesons for tids rest were given by General Montgomery o
Gencral MeNeughton tvo weeks later. While prelsine the conduct of
the Cenadian division in thelir Tighting to dete he s:i1é thet when
they first landed they were a "1t soft" ant thet their 'operational
disciplinc wes not too good", so he "pulled them out of(Cont'®.P.23,
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hrs, sleep since lending®. 1 (H) Div, vhich had been advancing
o & perallel route from IOTO through TALAZZOLO cn the Cansdien
richt flank, continued to ndvance in the direction of VIZZINI,

The u?hidiﬂﬁs Were to be recy to LQVcnc» through them £t this
point to engege the enemy in the more strongly defenced erea
T,-f_\ JL}-.. i1 '1 Luh (‘_x .1_3. 3 ':_-u- ’ :.-« .y 1 u\nr. Ir...' .\.)1v 14 !J'»Al) -

74. vurlns the rest rerloé & Cdn Inf Bde caught up with
thie other brirades, taking up positions south of GLARRATANA
ith brirzée hecdguerters =t 727169 (n.u., H.G., 5 Cdn Inf Bde,
GPIX 8, BTG nep), end 12 Cdn Tks moved into the game area
(4 ceount h t. oteintuckl, op. cits), On 13 Jul, Divisional
] cusrters movet. to an eres about €icht niles north of MODICA

. t 737207 while on 14 Jul, Reer viv moved uj to @ farm house at
'?';f‘O?C ¢ few lles east of the town (l.;_t cec Tile 5icil '/l Cdn
Int Div/C,H, Locaticn Statc; W.l., L.A, & ‘.M.C., 14 Jul

75. The Jervice Corps of course remeined.busy. Their
viary rccords:

t

The vehicles erc rever' anpty. ‘hations
and sup-lics ere brought forwerd znd
prisoners ancG sclvage sent veck., Trans-
LOlt 1s on tku moveE 24 hours & dé8YVeee

It hed been impossibtle to give the vehicl

any m.iulbhrnCZ et &l1, ¢nd the personnel

heve Lcen £ble recently to snetch only

the berest of rest. Thelir health seems

1ot to heve suffcied Ln any VEY. In all

thelr Girt cnd lllL, they scem very hapry

and willing to vork *lgﬁs;lvg“ to the l§ iit.

The run from tiis ;tht buciz to the beach

Lu approximetely 40 kilometres over- the vorst
rossitle drt IOfaq end trecks, It speaks
very hirnly for the drivings personnel the t
ther nave beer ?]"t., to keel thelr vehlcles

on the rogd continuously without aceident

&ngd, rrectically without m ¢ slightest

breckdown,.  any breekdowns have be:.n

iywe:igth‘y Lttu’d G to Ly vehicles of the
wor=shops sections wiich hive been stotio

«t stratigic joints along the route with
instructicns to help all end suncry

(D, Bt Comd, 1 Cdn Ulv
-xobn!‘ .‘-\J.\Jl, 13 JU.].)

76, A shuttle service wes instituted for Service Corps
uul'llL“ on 13 Jul and petrol and surply FOiﬂtu began
orereting for Lrﬁ_‘“ue';‘ dlvisianel troops. By the follov-

ins aay they hed hull1 up & Givieicnsl rescrve of €400
rrtians 5840 &ls of fbtral ana 'e good stock' of ammunition.
By 1C30 "hrs on the 14th, 8¢9 K.C.heo.C. vehicles were reported
l&ILLd but 42 of thesé were zttcched out as first line
transport., However, thc follow-up convoy, Herrlck IT, had
srrived the previous dsy and more vehicles were exruc{

ashore immediztely. (1bid., 14 Jul). By this time, mout

of the fighting troops sceméd to heve obtelned thelir 1lizht
scele transport (W.Ds.,.48 Eighrs, Whest N.SJkt., etc., 13 Jul),

the fighting for two days". (C.K.H.t. Flle 3/5icily;1/4, Gen.
iontgomery to Gen. licNsugliton, 26 Jul 43,)
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Y2 On 1€ Jul the reilway @t FACHINO weés Drought into
operation and somc supplles sent to the forward arce by

rail. However, this reilwsy led to NOTO in £1 (H) Div's
erea end so &t this stege 1t wes mrouebly of 1little uce

to 1 Cén Inf biv. (%.D., 103 Sub arez, Beach.)

7€, Herrick II convoy landed on Deach £6, BARK SOUTH
where the Royel tngineers hed constructed a temporary pler.
Beecuse of the felse Leaches, stores hed been coming eashore
VeEry slowly over BrRK Y.uST, so it wes closed down on the

13th in fazvour of BARK SOUTH, £1 () Div's beach (W.D., .
£e.Ced., 1 Cdn InT Div, Appx 1, rerort to D.0.3., CHM.H.l. )
atong units erriving in Hervlcek IT vere 1 Fé Regt, R.C.EH.A.}
1 & 2 Cdn Inf Bde /3, K.C.0.C.; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Coy, R.C.A.5.C.;
WA Son, 4 Cdn Recce Re_t (W.DS. of these units). 1 Cdn
Army Tk Bde disembeirked in SIRaCUSA the seme dey but they
vere Ariy troors €ncé did not come under comend of the
Cencdisn Divisicn (C.I.G.o. ocummary of Cperations, Sieily).

7% While there wcs little militery oprosition €1 the
majority of the pojulction seemed to be gquite friendly
tow: rds the Allies? there wnes some trouble rrom the oad
civilian sniper. The "G" brench wer dlery observed:

It 1s felt thet these slilrers ere members
of an orgenizetion known as "Squadristi"
which is a sort of vigilante orgeriz: tion
to keep the populetion in hand under
Fasclist rule. Very few of these snilpers
heve been actually seen or captured,
elthouch there heve been some shots Tired
at lone vehicles rassing through culet
arees, The shots thct heve been hesrd

in ¢« &about Divisionel hesdquerters &re
believed to te the indlscriminate dis-
cherge of weapons on the jert of our own
troopse.

(" oDey G.5., E.G., 1 Can Div,
13 JUi; .

A courany of -ndun R, wis sent 1nto naGUin, & former Feascist
headcuarters, vhere the porulatim wes provins restive

& curfew proclaimed «pd €11 erms conflsceted. OSome sniping
had been rejorted by americen troops whe had been 1n the
tovn (¥.0., Bdon R., 13-14 Jul),

a0, The blg event of these tvo deys for the Canadlans
wis the vislt to the Division of Lt.-Gen. Sir Bernard L.
lMontgomery, the Arny Commander., Iic inspected them in four
or five cifferent erees where they vere ascemnbled to meet
him., At easch plzce &fter mecting the senlor officers he
celled the troops ereund his cir rrnd oddressed them in an
informel manner, welcomin® thex to the kighth army, pralsing
thelr performence to dete cn€ telling them thet he hed
every confldence they would stancé up to the fightlne ahecd,
All the accounts stress the grect cnthuslasm vith vhich he
wes received. (Ww.D., G.o., H.G., 1 Cdn Inf Div, 14 Jul

znG z11 bettelion difries.)

8l. Divisioncl battle cesualties reported for 13 Jul
were two officers and 23 other renkgs, for 14 Jul nil (W.D., .
AJ..S., 1 Can Inf Div, 13-14 Jul),
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GiNLRAL IROGRLSS (F THe CalTAIGN

32 . vefore concludings the sccount of the assault rhase
of the Carcdicn operstions it is desirsble to conziéer the
Lrogress of the sicilian :e:;aign £s a wvhole, 1 Can Inf

Div ves but one menper of a strong team, eand 1t should be
~ reouemberec ti:et there were four sritish c.ivi.;lorls,L not to
1o mertion ub»u;al 1uc -pendent trigace croups, flshting to the

1171t of the Curecien Division enc five américen divisions

v «f o Bting 10 the left. 13 Corpe ned made successful landings
on the cast coist of the l1clend betweecn AVOLA end SIRACUSA
. puv.héC run into stvificr oprosition than did 30 Corps on
the F-CHINO penisula. 2y 1000 hrs on 10 Jul, £ DiV and 50
Div giter sharyp errcgemcnts hed captu LL; their initisl
otjectives of :?LIJ-:rL u&LLULL_ respectively, The follow-
ing dcy S Div captuied SIHACUS wrich hed been surrounced

by perstroc PS end commandos in the Iinitial essault. AUGUSTA
wWeEg capiured on 13 Jul arc the &dvance continuel towesrds

the Important city of CATAIA. A key bridce seven milles

south of the city wes capturcd thet nicht by the lst Parschute
brigade, lost again and retaken on 15 Jul. Lnemy resistance
outside CATANIA had become very stubborn. (C.I.G.3. Summary
of Operations, Sicily. Foi mep see Appendix "a",)

€3, 30 Corps, ¢S we have scen, prosressed vith less
CaiLiOﬂ. 23 Armc Bde, under commend of 51 (H) Div
ceptured FALAZZOLG, ten miles soath-eest of VIZZINI, Dy

1810 Irs 12 Jul. The following day they continued "towsrds
VIZZINI bq+ vere helé up at this town #here they werec

joined by 231 Bde. Otha elemcnts of the Division advanced
tl:rough HUCCP IFT tOFRANCOFQNT - ¢ miles north-east of

VIZzZINI. Fightins for thése tro ;12053 con tirued throughout
the 14th, 152 and 153 Ldes _JLJ.’{.-- in the final sttack on
VIZZILI thet evenlng. leanwhilc an sricrican force approaching
from th¢ cauth-west, cut the rosd to the west of viZzINI,

T rés the situction when 1 Cdn Div eame back into

action. (W.D., He,., C.u., 51 (¥) Div, 10-14 Jul am

PEX; We.ue, HeQs, 231 bde, 10-14 uhl).

n 14 Jul,. 3C Lorps Ecedqus rters sct up about two
miles south-cast of PALLZZOLO ¥hile Nein Eighth Ammy
Heguguerters opencd &t MIR.CUah on 15 Jul. The rort wes in
wor<in:~ order the szie ceYy; eccordlngly the vest beach
wes-closcd at FACHINO.  (C.I.G.3. Summa:v of Operations

in Sicily. )

»>

Be To the west, the seventh (U.5.) Army had landed
viith little initial opposition., 3 (U.S.) Inf DLiv haa
captured LICATA and its airficld by midday 10 Jul, while
1 (U.3.) Inf Div anc 82 (U.5.) Alrtorne Div hed taken
Gulsh and 1ts airfield. This wes the only place where the
Germans were able to ret in a qulck counter-attack supported
by tanks, but the fmericans, with,the help of & naval bcm-
berdment, soon rcstored the situstion. The following
45 (U.5.) Inf Div landed in the vicinity of SCOGLITTI, 1

. milcs south-cast of Guli and cxtended the bridgehead on
down the coast to MeRIksA dl RAGUSA. oSt1IT opposition was
cncountered s they moved inlandé in the BLSCARI-COMISO
area, but on 12 Jul COLISO airfield wes eaptured and 1 Cdn
InT Div contacted (as alrcedy mentioned) 1 h,GUqh eigh

milés to the west, The following day, 45 (U.u. Inf Liv
roached a roint six miles south-wcst of VIZ: 4INI, while to
the west 3 (U, ou) Inf Div rcached the inportunt Junction
of CaNICATTI. DLy 13 Jul the Americans hed taken 8761
rrisoncrs of wer at & cost of 1260 casualtles., (1Did;

R H.C. file 4/Gen hl.,C/u Wier Cffice "General Note™ for

104%F
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€6. The ~1lied Armics enjoyed cantinued end effective
leval end Alr support durins thls phase of the operetions.
vuring the first day about 1000 sortics vwere mace snd

17 enemy plsnes broucht down, T.OHINA, north of MOUNT
LINA, thought to e the main Axis headguerters on the island
was reported cestroyed by Allled bombers on 12 Jul, while
75 Fortrcsses bombed CALTANIA the same day. wnemy fignters
werc neutralized by attecks on their airfields with the
result that on 15 Jul none were encountered in the air and
only 1S0 observed on &ll thc airficlds of Sicily and the
toc of Itely. The captured ficld at PACHINO wes in full
opcration by 14 Jul, while the onc at LICATA wes rcedy for
usc. &advance of the srounc troops wis facilitated by
continuca €ir attaclis on encay depets, communicetions &
troop concentraticns. & conslderable increase in cneay
road movement wes reported Ly £1r reconnaissance on 15 Jul,
indicatins thet thc Germans were vithdrawins from the west
and ccntre to concentrate thelr opposition 1n thc¢ eastern
end of the islaend erounté CATANIA and NMOUNT LTA. (ibid.)

87. It may be noted thet the airborne forces of some

352 eircralt plus gliders carryins apFroximatcly 000 troops
engazed on the ;10 Jul earricd out the largest opcration

of its type cver attempted at nisht up to thet time.

Despite mistekes in nsvisation toth the British end smericen
forces succeeded in most of their tasks., (Current reports
from Overscas, No 12, Fert II haes a deteiled end Intercsting
Teport on tliese operations.)

&6, It is otvious thet much of the initial repid succeseg,
especially in the vwest, wes due to the low morale and

poor fishting cquslity of the Italian troops. Another
imrortant fector howcver, wés the success cf the mecsures
teken to confusc the encmy. The Allied Alr Forces which hed
been pounding Siclly hcavily for three wecks previous to

"L" Day hed concentrated the grecter pert of thelr effort

on the north-west corncr of the island, vhile on the sctual
day of sssault thc Royal Navy hed also carricG out a
diversionary bombardacnt in the same vicinity. It scenms
fairly ccrtein thst thce Germans eXrected the Allied
assaults in thet dircction ¢nd were causht on the wrong
foot vhen they landed in the south-cest. ("Gencral Note,"
July 43, op. cit.) A dlversion wes also carvied out in

the CAT%hIi arca wherc Guwmny parachutes were dropped on the
nirht of the invasion (W.D., ﬁsin 1eGe, Eispth Arny, July
Narrative).

89. From the testimony of prisoners of wer 1t

arjcars thet tactical surprisc wes also attained on the actual
landinzs, for the enemy hed judgcd the weather too bad on

¢ Jul for invasion to be precticeble, 15th srmy Group's
oificizal sccount of thesc operations makes the followlng
obscrvaetions in respect to this nmatter:

One sdvantege aceruct fiom the unfortunate
turn of the westher, hovever unpleasent

the roush sca wes for the troops 1n the
assault creft es they approached the hostile
shore., The encay gerrison hed becouie weariecd
by false alcrts end invesion scares for
scveral weeks rast and, believing the bad

weather afforded security'snd respite frem
the constant alcrte, had relaxed 1ts vigll,
When the Tirst waves of our assaults reached
thc shorc &t 0248 hours the eneqy wes caught
oif puard end complete tactlcal surprisc wes
achicved, So greet wes the oonfusion and
disorganisation of th¢ e¢nemy that he wes
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able to muster no scrious rcsistandc to our
Lﬂdil_( e e e

(Hist Sce 11L/1; y Group/C/F,.
MNP Conqucst of gicilv") :

g‘ja £ t‘l n¢u {.LL'. ure tre C‘-L.(-'Io Of 206 (JOCA l

Division told illied TItLT ofgeteYe tret the Lcllibct he wa
informed of an £11iL¢ convoy epproaching Siclly wes 2220 hrq,
¢ Jul, Hig nevel «qv ubz, horever, aszurcd himthet it was

L

uch too rou oh fer a lanaling t € L;JMCDLG. rctually British
lendins ereft cesuslilics vere only 13% aslthough 2llowence
Led been pade Tol cC% casualtics! on the Americen besckes
LET i i t’. 1tions viie conslacrebly worse, losscs
WLre ww.l epseript of Lecture Ly Chicf of Combined
Cperatlons, de 1rw red €1 the oterl Collere, Camberley, 10 Aug
4¢3, '€ copy of whilch wes scen- By the vriter in the files of the
Dritish Kletoricel Section, Wer Cebinct Scereteriat,)

-

In the lecture referred to in tle prececing pare=-
the Chief of Comtincd Crcretions r‘tu' several instances
ScGheqG to incicate thit the ltulll 1S were not interested
oslng the 1in qultl. They hid.1leld & adneficld on peK
rim
L_.
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tvgu“ but nonc of the mines ver

SCUTH re primed, while in :ntizL‘

placcs signs vere left incicating the o ..ch,cf al ncsS. A

multi-barrelleé 20 mm cun held recently b instelled in tho

seme orea but 1% hied nover Tired & round e nd- the oniy tvo

G.rdiane with the Fuﬂ vere Tound Ge&d with thelr throats cut.

LC 150 rororted tlr t Italien lsbour LéG been very uscful in

retting storcs h“;r__ over the difficult beaches 0f Liik WasT.1R

Certelnly the attitude of the civilians In the Lepturbd torns

of Siclly wes very much more friendly to the Alldes-than ves
nerslly }ghct,ﬁ.

92 . The pre-invagion intelli; ,l(L regerding the

cneny order of battle rroved. to ¢irly eccurates  The

Tive Itelian coastel divisions tdlﬂgb out to le valy in-
:f,CI*v_, ?0: L’Lff,l Div wkich disintegrated in front of

the TACHINC lencin-s RHLL' t;ricel of these formations.,

The four It\]L n ilgi; divisions were réther better manned
and better ecuipped, but tm; ¢id not last much longer. .
B4 Nepoll Div &nd 4 "LIVORNO Div were in the eastern half

of thu island when the invasion tock placé.~ Fhe former vas
pretty well broken up by £1 (z) Div eand 1 Cdn Inf Div-end

its ©.6.C. cepturcd ¥ith hig staff neer VIZZIRI, The rem-
nants wirce withdrewin~ on the right flank of thé Germans
"lcederless and dishcartened,"” their presence "a source of
anxicty rather.than rcassur “ance 1o thvir axls partners",

4 TIVORNO Div hed lost heesvily to the Americans near GhLA,

cut "prescrved rather more cohesion than NaFCLI". 1In short

the defencc of uicllv wes pretty well left to the smsll

Germen core of the rofornca I;;E,:{ GOLRING Division, 1Zth
wrooureC Division, scverel Fortrese bettalions anC & 1*rge

11 . isccording to the Chief of Comblned Opcerations cnly 12 ships were
lost off Sicily in the first fortnigsht of the 1lnvesim.,

12 Thcere is no rbfarugcu to tiis in Cansdisn accounts,
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number 13 of Flak (4.h.) Troops. Llements of a parachute
division (3 & 4 Farz Repts) vire amriving from France and
shortly efterwards units of the 29th Motorised Division
were also appesring.The HERMANNGCERINGDivision wes con-
centrating on the CATANIA plain and soon thc 1Eth Armoured
Division vies also to be feced with the necesslity of with-
drawlng castward from the centrc of the 1slend. Before
doing so, however, they were first to meet the Canadiens in
battle. ("Genecral Note", July 1943, op.cit.; Hist Sec File
é;icilg/’f_-/F (1), G.H.Q., K.L.F. IntelITEenee ~oumarios, 13
and 20 Jul 43: AJF.H.Q. Int Summary for weck ending 24 Jul.)

CONCLUSI ON

93. The two days of rest end reorgenlzation in
the vielnity of ReGUCSL end GIL/RosThlia brought to an end the
first rhasc of the Canadlan Division's campalgn in Sicily,
The lancing end subsecuent enlergscement of the bridegehcad -
the opcration for which most of their training had becn
airected - was successfully eccomprlished and & rood deal
more casily then expected., The ncxt phesc v ocula consist of
morc stralshtforward lend fishting, but through a hot &and
mountainous country diffcring sregtly from the trinquil
. downs of Southern knglend vhere they had spent threc end a
half ycars., During the first phase the enemy hid bcen all
Italian troops tut from Vizzinl onwards the Tighting wes
mostly against Germens, weakcr in numbers but much more
dctermined and using the terrain to good sdvantege to fizht
a dclaying action. This fighting will be dealt with in a
further report.

924, This Report wis prepared by Capt. J. B. Conacher,
I\. .(l - :}135 .

Signed - J.B. Conacher ;
for (C.P. Stacey) Colonel,
Historical Officer,
CANADIsN MILITARY HionDQUARTERS

13 The "Gencral Note" referred to gives the figure of 115,000
which 1s obviously much too hich; it may be 2 misprint for 11,500,
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AFPENDIX "DV

(Hist See file Sicily/1 Cdn Inf Div/C/1)

' Copy No. 18
OUTLINE i1L&N FOR SICURING CORFS FIRST AND
SLCOND OBJLCTIVES AFT:R CAFTURL OF BLACHHELD

Corps First Objective

1. _Linc of rd NOTO 9511 - ROSOLINI 8503 - ISEICA 8199 -
PCZZ#IIO 7592.

Corrs Seconé Obfcctive

Re : H%gh Fround coverings the convergence of rds in area

PiL4ZZOLO 8030 - RAGUSL 6514,

S 30 Corps 1s advancing with 51(H) Div right and 1 Cdn Div
Icft., Task of S1(H) Div is to assist sdv of 13 Corps by rclieving
1t on hish ground WEST znd N.¥W. of AVOL., then sccuring high
groung@ N,.W. of PALAZZOLO. :

sSoungarics

1

4, Inter-viv

(a)

Jr to capturc of Corps

FAUILLNGD G751 = AUcU

rirst Otjective all incl 51(H): Div
INL Eol< - Crucs tracks H.734140,

(b) For adv. from First to wccond Corps objcctives
River TiLLARO

petween 30 Corpe an¢ 2 U.5. Corps €11 incl 30 Corps - POZZALLO
S92 = RaGUSA 6414 - CEL RAMONTL CULLT 6326 - VIZuINI 6640

b PRUCT..TION

54 It is probeblc thet the cnamy's object will be to gain time
until the results of initisl asssults cen be assesscd and his
rescrves launched in @ counter offensive.

G ~Hlong the line of adv of 1 Cdn Div N.W. of the FACHINO pen-
Insula the posns on vhich the cnemy may maize a stand srei= R

(a) The ridce sencrally parallel o and immediztely NORTH
of the ROSOLINI - ISFICA rd.

(b) The hgh ground ZAST and Kk of ACLICAL 6£07.
The ridre Tollovlng the gencral line track junc. 825952 - track junc

850968 - br 918966 may bc held by hostile outpostscovering a main
line of resistance along the ROSOLIKI -« IGIiICA rd,

7 If the encay have reserves available for locel counter
offensiVvc action they will likely be caployed in the sree between
the ROSOLINI - ISFICA posn end the high ground EAST end Ni of
1.0DIC: to counter attack our trs which penetrate the former posn.
It is of rreat importence thet A TK guns should be well fwd 1n

CVEry &aav,




2o

o Oncc the ROSCLINI - ISHICA posn has been taken it scems 1likely
thet our adv to M A willl be resisted by rear partics onl{, until
thc high ground EAST and No of MODICA 1s reeched. A mutually
supporting def system mey e Geveloped in the letter area,

ISTUSITICK CF 1 CDN DIV ON CONCLUSICH 45S54AULT IHASE

. On coriclusion of the &ssault rhase 1 Cdn Div will be positioned
&¢s followus:-

(2) One inf bde on hirh ground erez 8896 - 9196 - 9094,
(b) One inf bLde on high rround zres 8596 - 8795 - 8693,
(¢) S. 5. Bde yprotcctins left flaonk zbout 8592,
(d) One¢ bde in aivisionel res arce 9293 - 9693 - 94¢€0,
(¢) Onc tk regt in Div rcs in arec 9092 - 9192,
(f) Div fd arty less 142 (5.I.) Rezt will e grouped under
comd Ché4 end deployed in the area 8595 .- 8895 -~ €792 to
cover an arc Loth 1lncl ROSOLINI ~ POZZALLO.
(g) Fwd bdes will maintain contéct with the enemy by Lighting .

petrols or bettle gps of cyclist coys, carriers, mortars
erd MhGs if encmy withdraws beyond renge of fighting

patrols,
NTENTICN
Ge 1 Cén Div vill in succcssion:-
(2) Capturc Corps First objcctive and take ISPICA and
POZZALLO,

(b) Capturc the ridse cross tracks 734140~ pt 537 in 7008 and
take LICDICA from NL.

(c) Cepturc the high rround cross rds 7320 - pt 569 in 6915
and teke RLGUSA from the mAST,

(d) Reorganizc in arca cross rds 7320 - cross tracks 734140 -
pt 598 in €915 ané pstrol WisT of R. TRMINIO to make
contact with 2 U.5. Corrps.

211:0D

PHesL I (To capture of KODICA)

1. 1 Cdn Div will adv on & two bdc front lcading bdes finding
thcelr own adv 2ds end onc syn 4 Cdn Rcece Regt coverlns the SCUTHLRN
flank,

(a) Right
ne Cdn Inf sde¢ w»ith und.r comg:~-

142 (5.P.) Regt less one bty amd one tp,

Oonc A tk bty

One Las bty

One coy of a Fd Anb

Div traffic control pertics (for movement only)
ard vith 1n support:-

one fd regt e
Recce partles end route clearance rerties, R.C.E,
(dctaills Appx "A").




€A

(b) eft
One Cén Inf Bdée with under comd:-

ne bty and one tp 142 (5.B.) hegt
L tk bty

LAn Dty

coy of 2 ¥4 Amb

treffic control perties (for movement only)
and with 1r support:

<m®ma

Cne fd ra‘t y !
Hecce parties and route clesrernce perties, #.C.L.

(Q italls Appx "A"). \
i e o '5
12, Inter-bBde - excl rirkt bde ré 1,550 CCwlO 8983 - ISEICA 8169
thence ChVi DTILIICA *ﬂ br 748062 thence all incl rigit bde rd br
748062 - rd junc 720111,
15, A 5cn 4 Cdn Recce Lect vill meintain touch vith SCUTHLRRD

] Hia 2 N
flank of left fwd bde end patrol to line POZZALLO - SCICLI 6299 -

I.ODICs &8 aGv proceeds.
. oounds
14, PCIFY - rd HCSCLINI = RCZZALIC

rd junc 7¢€7121 - br 748063 - rd junc

BUTTLRCUF - rd from 758156 - 1.OLICA.

LUiv Reserves

1. (&) One Cdn Inf Bde with undcr comd:

One s tk bty
One coy of a Fd .mb
Recce perties, k.C.L. (detesils Ar

~ -— =k podN
&

Lo
,.‘
-
e
g
~
"
-

(c) 5.5. Bde when adv commenices w111 withdrew to. area BUKRGIO

0293 anG reorganize
ATty
R
16. Div fd and med erty, 142 (5.1.)iept, all under comd

1 14 .
Chiz will e prepared to ¢p with gll guns, either fwd bde.

17. . lou; F 00 perties from each of two fd regts will. accompeny

s A A
cach fwd uk.«\...

18, Four FGC pertics from one Id rest will be in readiness to
join inf tde in Div res,

_ 1 Cdn 4 tk hegt less three btys énd 2 Cdn LaA Reft less two
Ltys will be under comd CRA for Liv tasis.

20+ Fd enc wed Regts vill be bounded fwd as adv procecd:s on

orders Irom CRA,

2L Speclel instrs on eaployment of LAA €t Appx "B",

rhoineere
dad i ...1-\.-\,4-3
0

2R e hecce end route clesrarce rerties vill te detelled to accompany




4,
€ach bde, in accordance Appx "4".

‘3. Priority of tasks:
(&) Cleering mines ané¢ booby traps.

(b) Rerairing and developing comns,
(c) Develoring wszter supply.
Lats -F .
i, +ir Recce tasks in general to locete:-
(2) Hostile colns converging on area RAGUSA - ROSOLINI -
FOZZALI10 from NORTH, K% or WeST.
(b) Hostile btys.
D« - Forccast of rre-arranged eir sp tasks:-
(a) Dombing sttacks on:-
ISEICA
FTOZZAILO and locality centred about 757938
LODICA
Prior to assaults on above places, _
(b) Fighter or Fighter Bomber attacks on hostile colns

located by Tac R converging on eérea RAGUSL -
ROSOLINI - FPOZZALLO from the West, NW or NORTH.

y o

6. One tentacle with eechi fwd bde. If res hde 1ls committed a
tentacle will be att to it from one of original fwd bdes.

‘OHuCqu CF ACTION IN C_RTAIN LVINTUALITILL DUIING IHASE I.
T GROUND AND ENGhY DISTOSITICNG AS KNOWN AT FRECINT

7. It 1s the intention during this phese to strike with the left and
follow up on the right.

28, IT cneny hold outpost posn alon: the line track junc 825959 -
track junc €5096E - br S18S€68 anc Iwd bdes ere uneble to dislodge
encmy with sp initially g1lottna left fwd bde will cttack on
axls 845960 - £26977 supportad bv whole Div arty.

objcctive: high ground in €327 and exploitation to line
railwey from bend 822890 - br 801972 thence
line of strecm to 802S53.

9. Kight fwd bde will teke advantage of atteck of left fwd bde to
gain 1ine of rd ROSOLINI -~ ISEICA within bde boundaries.

0, IT enemy hold the ROSOLINI - ISFICA posn:

(a) Div reserves will be launched on axis rd junc
€2595¢ - rd junc 76£S63 - rd junc 730016 to
teke I0ZALLO and high zround around coanvergence
of rds in 7301.

(b) Orirlnal left fwd bde will prepare to attack on
axis 806970 - 803950,

(c) Converging attack will be made on ISFICA from
SOUTH and NW when ordered by Liv Comd.




PHiSE IT - To cepture of R-GUC-

<l. From ridge cross tracks 734140 - pt £37 in 7008 ady will
e on a one bde front on kAib rd junc 728131 - rd junc
- rd Jjunc 738207.

Cbjectives:- Eg High rrounc sbout pt 5SE in 6215
V) Hlgh rround sbout 720200 e rd junc

S 1 CCn viv will be positioned on tre high sround ré
rnc 728207 - cross trgciks 734140 - pt 59¢ in 6215 and RAGUSA
Lal S 1310 1 Linol,
D' trols will be despetched WeST of R IFLINIO to geln
touct U.o. Corps.

o4, Div treffic control rerties vill be under comd fwd inf
odes Ior movement €rd *ill move in rear of tde @Gv gds, Letoils
in AGa Instrs,

. 35, Adm Instrs wlll be 1ssued sepcretely.
I TeRCQWN

o
.

Liv H ¢ centre line rGé I~CHINC - IoiICn = RCSCLINI -
ré junc 750064 - rd junc 720111 - cross tracis 734140.
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LICTEOEUTION Cory Ko,

. Erd - H.D. Grahzr Comd 1 Cén Inf Bde 1
rif C Vokes Comé 2 Cdn Inf bde 2

i K.heS. Fenhale Comd 3 Cdn Inf Bde '
Lt-col. G, Idtching GoC. 1. 4

Gent A. Chambers GS0.3 (Int) 5
Lt-col W.P. Gilbride fh G 6

If m.me Matthews Clu 7
Li-col. C, ¥Walsh Crk e
L':.-—r_-::l. ¢ oi. LEman O.C, 5igs 9
ing.Corn u.-;.J. sbrahoms RaF 10

orne
J I...G. Davy (_-.u. S}i) Div) 3
2 U.o. Cor‘“‘ (&F L.C.

Col. LW, Becher 103 oub Area 15
L&r Lln.r:" 16 - 18

SLETES 18 - 25
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