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1. a Turther report is submitted. This report deals
Wwith the Canadian Corps Exercise known by the code-nane "DOG",
sonducted on I6-i8 Peb 1941.

e I was present in the area of operations during the
later phase of this exercise, and also attended the Corps
Commander's conference npon it held on 5 Mar.

SENERAL IDEA OF THI BXERCISE
S In 1ts general conception, and %o a considerable
exfont In the actual phrasing of its general instructions
(see C.M.H.Q. Zyle &/IBzercises/5H) this exerocise was precisely
8inmilar vo the earlier one known as "POX" (see ny Report
No. 11). However, the Second Canadien Division played the
role taken in "POX" by the Pirst Canadian Divieion, and the
exercise took place in the western iInatead of the eaatern
gection of the Canadian Corps' prospective fleld of operations.

4. The troops taking part were a 8keleten Corps H.Q.,
the Second Canadian Division, and a large force of Corps

Troops including & Pield Regt, 11 Army Pield Regt, and 1
Medium Regt. Also included were 110 8Sgqn., R.C.A.F., 1 C.3.B.C.
(Close Support Bonmber Control), and 2 Group R.L.D.

b. The objeots of the exercise were exactly the same

| as in the cage of "POX" (Report lo. 11) and the assumed situna-

| tion as outlined in the "General ldea"™ was also the sune: i.e.,
| the eneny had landed both in the Dover penisula and the region

| of the Jouth Downs, and the Canadian Corps was being csalled
upon 10 counter-attack and drive hin into the sea. In this
case, however, the field of activity was the 3outh Downs seztoy
whereas in the Pirst Division exercise i1t had been the DOVER
peninsula.

6. At 1000 hrs on L6 PMeb. (see Umpires' insiructions

in C.M.H.Q. fyle &/Bxercises/5) the Corps Commander, ss Direo-
| tor of the exercise, held s conference at Corps H.O. At this
he gave the Information that in the Sonth Downs gsector between
BOGNOR KEGIS and LITTLEHAMPTON the enemy had made considerable
progress, advanced elements being In places as far north as the
road CHICHE3TER - ARUNDEL and as far west as OVING. Xast of
the R. ARUN he @did not appear %o have penetlrated north of the
railway atv TODDIINGTON. Cunadian Corps had been ordered by

G.H.7. %o congentrate north of the River ROTIIR between MIDHURST
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) Aumuwwnﬂbii'
- by for D MP
. and PULBOROUGH preparavory to operating in a 8%&%—_ lv_directions—

1 armoured Uiv. had been placed under 4 Corps to operate azainst a
hostile armoured forge north of NEWHAVEN; 1 Canadian Div. was re-
maining in reserve in its present area.

T Mollowing the lines of the provious exercise, the Corps
Commander ordered 2 Cdn Div. to astrengthen the Home Guard on the
ROTHER line between MIDHURST and PULBOROUGH with mobile units; and
$0 concentrate the Division in the srea DUNSPOLD - EIRDFORD -
FPERNHURST - CHIDDI!NGPOLDL, leasding troops to cross the Corps start
line at 1800 hrs. For completer detaila, see Unpire's instructions
a8 above, pars. 6. '

8. At 2000 hrs on L6 Feb. the Corps Commander held another

conference at WISBORCUSH SREEN, when he informed the 3.0.C. £ Cdn

V Div. that the eneny-had secured CHICHESTER - WEISTHALDNEDTT - the
general l1line of the road to ARUNDEL - ARUINDEL - CRCSS BUSH -

POLING, and instructed him To opcrute sonthwards to the west of the

AUl and restore the beach defenced between BOGIOR REGIS and

LITTIEHAM2TON.

VISIT? 20 THE AREA OF OPERATIONS, &7 PFEB.

9. In company with Lt.-Col. H.A. YOUNZ (G.5.0., S.D.,
C.lM.H.Qe) and Major V.B. WEDD (A.G. 1, C.M.H.Q.) I left London
about 080J hra on 27 Peb. to visit the area where the excrolse was
in progress. We proceeded via LEATHERHEAD and DORKIrG to KINGSFCLD,
north of HORSHAM, where we found a rear Corps H.Q. &nd obtained
information on the operasions from Col. SEMB? (C.3.0., Cdn Corps).
On his suggestion we drove on to WARNHAM, where we found the Clcse
Support Bomber Control installed in a larze 2.A.F. motor-coach.
We saw something of the process of receiving by wireless requests
for support from the troops in front aud passing them on to the
bomber group; but owing to the miserably wet and overcast weather
L planes were not astually f£liying.

10. Moving forward by the route FPIVE OAKS - BILLINGHURST -
WISBOROUGH GREEN - PITWORTH we reuched SPAGPARK PARM, on the Pet-
worth Estute, where the Heuadquarters of & Cdn Div was logated.

The G.0.C. (Major-General ODLUM) was not present, havinz gone to

a divisional conferense which he had called at DUNCTON; dut we

got further informavion from Major T.G. GIBSON (TIZ ROVAL CAVADIAN
RESIMENT) and other officers.  We were told that vhe divicional
reconnaisssnce battalion (comnanded by Lt.-Col. CHURCHILL MAll,
and to be known as 8%h Reconnaissansce Battalion (14th CAMNAIDIAl
JUSSARS) hwd duly made contact with the enemy and had rnow with-
drawn; the TORONT0 3C0DNTISH (the divisional nachine-gun battalion)
wes now in contact on the South Downs in the region of SINGLETON
and EAST DEAN. The 4t%h and oth Cdn Infentry Brigudes were ad-
vanging (the fornmer being on the right), the heads of columns
having crossed the ROTHER % 0600 hrs. The 6th Brigade was in
support, dbut would move Through later und cleuan up the situaiion
on the beuaches.

il. We now noved ivowards the front via PEPWORTH and DUNRCLOCK.
South of the latier we pagsed ILE REGIEUT LE MAISONNEUVE, of the
5th 3de, weiling up the steep ascent of the South Downs; and at
LITTLETOWN Parn we Tound the Heudquariers of the dth Brigade.
Here we were present at a conference in a barn utv which the
brigude-comnander (Briz. P.XE. LICIERC, M.H., E.D.) ordered his
units to be in position v 1380 hrs For an atiagk at 1400 hrs.

The 0.C. CALBARY HIGHLANDERS was missing from this conference,

snd indeed we were told later that General Odlum had had only

one of his three brigadiers acituully present at his conerence

at Duncton earlier in the day.

12. Pushing on via UPWALTHAM HILL, we nmet at the gate of
EASTLDEAI Padl un umpire who guve us further informution on the
gituation. Here we were in the region of contact with the theo-
retical enemy, whose advanced elements were reporied wo be
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strongly posted Just %o the south (i.e. in the vicinity of OP3EN
WINEINS und SEIHURSTPARK Panll). We proceeded to RAST DEAY and
thence to CHARLTO!N (where we encountered a company of the ROVAL
HALILTON L1GHT IVFANTRY) (4th Bde) and on to SII'GIEDON and
COCK1I'G. ©On the roud between the twe latter villages we met the
E33EX 3COTPi3H (reserve bn., 4th Bde) moving forward with their
garriers.

1S. In an inn at Cocking we found the Headquarters of the
4th Brigaude und heard the brigade-commarder (Brig. C.B. TO2P,
D.3.0.,, M.C.) i3sue orders For un attack to take place at a time
which might be 1520 hrs but wonld be definitely noiified after

a divisional conference which waa to take pluace ut UP WATTHAM.
The R.H.L.I. were to attack on the zight, the ROVAL REGIMENT OF
CANADA on the left: the BSSEX SCOTTISH would be in support, their
role being mopping-up and covering the brigude's Zlank ulter the
other battalions huad executed a plvoting-movement against
CHICHESTER. -

14. We now returned S0 U2 WALDTHALU for the divisional con-
ference, which was held in the open av u very muddy crossroads
&% 1470 hrs. Here I was introduced to Mujor-General 0dlum and
had some conWersation with Tieutenant-=General MalAUSHDTON. Ve
listened to General Odlum ag he guve his brigude-sommanders and
C.ReiAs brief und incisive orders for the attack, which wus now
timed to begin ut 1630 hra. We were unable to follow The final
phage, but had %o reltwrn o LOIDON at This point. The plan for
the exercise culled for it to terminute at zero.

15. Up %0 this point the walfic arrangenents, so Jar as
we had ourselves been able W observe them, had worked well; we
had seen sone ditched lorries (which in view of the state of the
weather was not surprising) but the convoys in general were
moving smoothly und maintaining proper spacing belween vehicles.
On the narrow road between UP WALTHAM and PETWORTH, however, we
now ran into repeated traffic-jams. Though these wele worsened
by the presence of civilian vehicles, the latter did not seem

to be prinmarily responsible for the difficulties. There were,

1 think, one or two cuses of mechunical breaukdown (and on u
narrow road with traffic moving in hoth directions one staliled
vehicle can cause a conplete tie-up) but the worst trouble
appeared o be the result of military drivers cutting-out of the
colunn and atiempiing to pase stalled or siow vehicles. Guns of
the dth and 6th Pield Regus with their tractors, and infantry
and other vehicles, were jammed along the rozd nose-to-tail, and
geveral times we were conpletely halted for some minutes.

16. We resached London about 1800 hrs.
CORPS COMMAINDER'S CONPERENCE OI!' EXERCISE

17. Along with Major Vedd, I attended the Corps Comman-
der's conference on this exercgise, which was scheduled to take
place 8t ALDERSHOT at 1030 hrs on & Mar. We arrived at the
Prince Consort's Library, Aldershot, ubout 1940 hrs on that date
and found Lt.-Gen. Mcl'aughton already speaking; the time for the
conference had been advanced an hour, but no information had
reaghed 6,1I.H.Q. We were in time, however, for the main portion
of the Corps Commander's remarks on the exercise.

MOVE T0 THE COI'CENTRATION AREA

18. General lMelanghton began his detuailed consideration
of the operations with an analysis of the move Lo the concentra-
tion sarea. There had been, he 8aid, a very serious error re-
garding routes. In at least one oase a brigade had tuken a
different route from vhat ordered by Corps, with the conseauence
that no traffic-control personnel were present. Although the
policing and marking of routes were excepiionally well done,
certain units caused confusion; for example, one infantry unit



. went forward in smull scattered groups of vehicslies (the 7.0.C.
used the phrase "column of hunks") and got involved with other
units; and "one gunner unii" was three hours late getting into
the concentrution area. The Corps Commander urged his subor-
dinate officers not to be "complacent"; commanders, he said,
must take stock candidly and take whatever remedial action is

needed.

19. He mentioned that dispersal, in general, was well
handled.

20. One great lesson of the exercise was the value of

the reconnuisssance battalion and of its co-operation with the
machine-gun battalion. The reconnaissance battalion's respon-
8ibility ran beyond its own division - it was covering the con-
sentration of the Corps. Once more, as in the case of "POX",
the Corps Commander emphasized the fact that the reconnaissance
unit's role was to et information back: he observed that there
| is 1 tendency, when in aetion, to forget this. In this exer-

: cise, the first role of the battalion had not been a fighting
one; however, when it fell back it assumed a protective role,
covering. the conceniraivion and advance, and in this it must
fight if necessary.

THE ADVANCE T0 GAIN CONTACT

£1. Pagsing on to the advance to gain contuzct with the
enemy, General Mcllaughton reviewed the roles of different for-
maetions. In connection with the artillery, in particulsar, he
spoke of the difficulty arising from some of the units being
equipped with the old 756 mm. gun (¢f. nmy Report lo. 1£). The
attempt made during this exercise to detach from the brigade-
group8 the field regiments armed with 76's and repluace them
with army field regiments asrmed with Lb-pounders had not proved
a good idea; und a semi-permanent grouping of artillery regi-
ments with infantry brigade-groups was shortly to be effected.

P Normally, the General pointed out, the reconnaissance
battalion will, as in this case, be relieved by the machine-

gun battalion. The commuanders of these units must praciise

the takeover, decentralizing this drill down to vompanies and
platoons, as these sre likely to be uaeting independentliy.

| 23 In the matter of traffic-control: the Corps under-
| tock the respongibility for this north of the ROTHER at 0600

‘ hrs (of &7 Feb) to relieve the Division of the burden. PForward
| 0of the Rother, however, the traffig-control was not effective.
l The grrangements laid down had not, apparently, "got through"
%o all concerned.

' 4. The General pointed out the importance, in handling
‘ motorized formations, of always thinking shead. There rust
|
|
|

always be a known turning circeui® in 2ront; in these narrow
rouds one cannot count on surning the vehicles themselves.

-

THE DERPTLOMMENT FOR THE ATTACK

! 0. In connestion with the deployment for attack,

: General Mclaughton commented on the slowness with which this
f was effected. The Division wug noiv ready 1o cross the start-
I ing line when the time specified in General Odlum's orders
same. There wus, however, no cause for despondency here:

the amount of tine needed for this operatvion weuld be reduced
with practics.

P A drill, the G.0.C. suid, must be laid down to
ensure that all concerned get the information they reaquire.
He called attention %o two pamphlets, G,3. publications of
1v89: Divisional Standing Orders and Infaniry Brigade

Standing Orders. These supplied the frumework for opersations,
and should be carefully digested.

| R T




B At ceonferences, the comnanders must give their
orders clesrly; but their "audiences"” too had & part to play -
not merely taking the orders in, but asking queations on vital
points when necessary.

8. Wiith special reference to the artillery deployment,
the General renurked that this would improve with the adoption
of the semi-pernmunent brigade-group orgunization. "Whas we
want from the artillery is shells on the cnemy" - and not
traffic-jams. What was needed fron a regiment was (1) "a
troop or so" forward in close support, and (z) the bulk of the
regiment further back, Ziring on map targets and taking full
advantage of the new long-range weapons 10 keep the forward
roads clear for the infaniry, to whonm every consideration must
be shown. After the infantry had deployed , the guns could be
"dribbled Torward", by troops, sestions, or even s8ingle guns.

29. In connection with communications, the General again
emphasized the need for Riving due weight to Signals considera-
tions in planning. He spoke of the importance of reporting
arrival at new logations immediately, and remarked that it
might be necessary for divisional cormanders to fix the routes
for brigade moves so that Signals would know. He mentioned

the dependence of Bignals upon the G,P.0. lines in operations
in this region. He cautioned commanders against imposing
wireless silence without permission of the next higher for-
mation; and he pointed out in passing thatv &t headquarters of
formations there must always be present some officer uarmed

with full authority %o sct in the commander's absencs.

20. Turning to the question of air co-operatvion, General
Mcl'aughton said that while alr recornnaissance was impossible

on the second day (<7 Feb), on the previous duay the T and Ball
code was used with lUQﬁ snccess. He stressed the importance,
"in this battle of England", of getting information by air
congcerning conditions in forward defended localities, and

again referred vo the yellow-triangle svastem of identification
(Report lo. 11). 1Incidentally, he mentioned that the Cdn

Corps Army Co-operavion Squadron, R.C.A.]', formerly lo. 110,

is now numbered 400.

S1. The Corps Commander then drew some further morsals
for the artvillery. Unless the artillery tusk is well set out
in advance, he 8aid, the ammunition expenditure inevitably
drops. An investigation which he had had undertaken into
Canadian artillery activiusy during the "Hundred Days" of 1918
revealed that only one-quarter of one per cent of the shells
fired were fired on request or against targets of opportunity.
It was necessary to think in terms, not of numbers of guns,

but of numbers of shells on the enemy: "and keep the guns
gshooting"”.

C&e Speaking of the Close Supportv Bomber Control, he
said that while the bombers could not £1y on this ocsasion,
the system worked well so far as passing meosages was concerned.
He hoped to use the system of "tentacles" at forward headquar-
ters(see Report No. 11) for obtaining Heavy Artillery as well
as bomber support - but the brigades comnuanders must pass
bagk the targets and treat the tentacles properlv. "Look
after the tentacle personnel and they will serve you well."
38. Reverting to traffic matters, the General said thsat
a plan is essential - and the plan must get through %o those
who are to use it. Simgliaitz is a great desideratum. For
control, policing as we a8 signs is required. "One vehicle
can s8top the movement of a brigade.™ The failure to get off
at zero grew out of weakness in traffic control. Orders must
be carried out: there mustu be no excessive speed. Inciden-

tally, despatch-riders must be made To moderate their speed;




they had been a menace. AS for lighting, in this exercise it
showed substuntial improvement over anything before seen.

4. In general, the Corps Commander said, "Everybody's
got to become traffic-minded". He called attention to the
Pield Service Pocket-Book pamphlet on Mechanized Movement by
Road, and to Sec. 9 of G.H.Q. 3tanding Operation Instructions

« A Corps Traffic Manual i8 being prepured and will
shorily become available,

3. Summing up in conciusion, General Mcl'sughton said,
"]l have been neither praising nor blaning." This was the
first time the Second Division had been out us a division,
and the result guve him great confidence. He had been part-
ioularly pleuased t0 noie the manner in which the officers
looked aZter their men. He was cgonfident that it would not
be long before everything was working well.

MISCELLANEOUS

S6. It may not be out of order tvo say that the party
from C.M.H.Q. revurned from this exercise Teeling that the
Second Division had "put on a shos" which compared anite
favourably with the First Division's in the previous exercise.
We were particularly struck by the efficient adminisirative
arrangements at Divisional Headgquarters during our visit -

the examination of passes, the handling of traffic, etec. And
it is worth recording that the badness of the weather presen-
ted special difficulties which did not arise on the former
occasion.

37. One note of humour may be added as a postscript.
On the night of 26-&£7 Feb a Canadian Legion War Services
supervisor in the Aldershot area telephoned to C.M.H.Q. to
gay that the British Broadcasting Corporation was presenting
a programme which he felt was conveying information to the
enemy about the exercise then in progress; it contained
numerous references to do which he thought might well be
bulletins 6n the state o G. Our Intelligence Officer
(Capt. L.G.B. LAVOIE, of the ROYAL CANADIAN REGIIONT) inves-
tigated, and (in answer to a letter of &7 Feb with which the
gupervisor reinforced his telephone call) wrote assuring him
that all was well. The programme in question was a revival
of a comedy by H.H. Jears, entitled "Pive Fundred Thousand
Dogs Went to Town".

(Sgd.) C.P. Stacey

(C.P. Stucey) Major,
Historical Officer,C.M.H.Q.

Abl’:::l I DUH 8 31,]1‘ 4 1 .

38. Attention may be directed to the Cdn Corps reports
on "POX" and "DOR", addressed to G.H.{. Home Forces and dated
8 Mar 41 (C.M.H.Q. £fyle i/Exercises/d).

é9. These reports, naturally, cover much the same ground
a8 the Corps Commander's remarks in the conferences on the
exercises. ASs they will presumably be available to the future
historian, there is no particular point in describing them

at length here, but & couple of passarges nay be auoted.




40, The last stage of "DOG" is thus summarized:

"At 1630 hrs (&7 Feb), the Div, with
two Bdes nup, attacked astride the road PETWORTH -
BOGIOR REGIS, its start line running euast and
west through SELHURST PARK.

"Deployment for the attack was impeded
by traffic congestion in and about the devussing
areaus, and seversal units were not in position sat
zero."

41. iIn the course of cormenis on the lessons of these
two exevcises 1% is pointed out that the deployment of a division
is "dependent Lirsitly on the roads available™; and "it will oftien

be better to move with one Bde Gp nup with room to deploy, rather
than with two up, each belng oranped and congested".

di. The 02ficial Historiun, if he wishes to nuke reference

to these exercises, should consult these reporia, which are brief
but valuable,

c.?.lj.

(C.P. 3tucey) Major,
Historieul 0fficer, C.UM.H.Q.

- (Copied in Historical Section, Jul 43.)






