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Operation ll()\'''ERLORDu a.nd it3 3Gqu<;1: Canad.ian
Participa~ion in thg operations in North-~est

Eu,'opo, 6 Jun - 31 Jul 44 (Prc11m:l.nm:,y Report )..!.

10 Ti.l:tS rl3port~ il) a strictly proliminu".:·y outline of the
'3arly o'PcI'tltion~ of' tho Canadian component of the Alliod Porco
whh:h bOl}an landtnB in NorIlJ...'l.ndy in tll.O early hours of 6 JUll 4/1~

0..."10. wh:J.ch since that; tlmc has liberated a G!"3o.t part of' wcatcrn
Europa from Germa..""l CLornin~tion~

2. The brief m:urcr~ry hol"o p!'os.ontecJ. is cJ.esit';l1.od :rr.erely
to ~CI'Ye iIi:J.;'aod1ate I'Qferencs purpo:JO,3 f':l1U to provic,e Q. :f'oundation
for ~orc detailed st~dy of the opcrntion~ at a later time. It is
oa.:J~d upon tho m03t rO(i.dily a.vailable sourcc~ of L'1i'orr:1:3:ij1on,
includi..l1g particularl-y tho memoranda recoi70d i'rOT.'l off'lccrs of'
No. 2 Canadian Field Historical Section, uhich is operatine in
the theatx'c o£ \7nr concernodo l'Io a.ttonpt l:c.s been. T.1ado to cx!must
all dOC1~~ntary ~ource3 IDld ~ particular comparativoly littlo
UGO has been nade of unit Par Diaries, the ~all exploration o~

which ~~6t auait the proparation or a ~ro detailed narrative.

3. ~li3 roport dealo with tho openln6 pilasos of tho
oporetion~: from the Q03au~t on 6 Jun 1~~ in which 3 Cdn Inf Dlv
played an important part, until 31 Jul, tho date on wnich HcQ.
Fir~t Cdn f~~ nosurnod rcspon9ibil1ty for tho CAm~ 30ctO~ of
tho front.

10 Tho operat1one hOJ'e treated w:Iol1 almo::lt corta.inly be
r~cordod lW marking the bogirn:!.nr; ot the decisivo pr..o.sa 01' tho
European portion of the prc:Jent °aa.r. They l"oprenent tho rcturn
o£ Allied forcos to the rUiinland of' wo~;tern Buropc, :from which
the British nr::nios wcr-c drivon in tho early 3lmt':iOr oI' 1940:
the finc.l opon:i.ne of th..1.t nSecond Frbnt rr , art it r..as popularly if
not qUito ~ccuratE:IJ' cc.llcd, .for Vlhich both l~lliod and cnoTJ.y
countrien naa 50 lo~ bocn ~aiting.

5a For Cane-dEl and the Cc.rutdian 1'.r'f:IlJ thow opol'1r~t1cns have
haG. a ~-peclc.l sicnificance. l;'or a lotlC. poriod t it \°1111 bo
rocallod, the main Canadian :field ar:my \rag denied action '1ith
the- ensDty and ':!c.s limited 1';0 \o/hot miGht bo termed learrison dut-y 7

in tho British Is100. Apart .from the raid on DillPPB (19 flUB 42)
(cf. Report. No•• 100, 101, 108, 109, 116 and 128) Canadian
military .f'orcea in Buropc had no opportunlty for largo-3clJ.lc
operations tL11.til the despatch of 1 Cd..'1 Inf Div to the 1/.od:ttc.rrane!1I1
for the attack on Sicily in July 1943 (cf. Reports 1I0s. 125 and
12?) 0 This rfas follo\"fod by tho concentration in thu t theatre of
a two~divi~ion Canndinn Corp~ (1 CUn Corpa, compri31n~ 1 Gdn rnr
Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div), ~hich has since ctistir~uished itself in
opca"D:thons on the It;all8.J.'1:mL'11and (ci' .. , 0';.1];11-' Roport NOa 121)
and ail the ti.TRe of' writing is st;111 ongaGed thE.lrtj. i::von aftor
1 Cdn Corpe wus so comm1ttcd, he~~vor, the Greater part of the
avn11ablc Ca~ulau £orcc {includinc n.~. Plr5t C~~ Armw~ H.Q.
2 Cdn Corpn, and 2 Cdn In!' Div, ;; can Jni' Div und:1 Cc'.n Armd Dl.v)
3t::'11 I'omain0d in Britain.... only ,"lith. tho cO!':1l'OOncemont of
Oporntlon H0V~iU.:ORDIl on 6 Jun 44 did the CanndipJl Arrrry Q\.~6rsea5

CO~jO fully to Grips \:ith the oneL1Y.
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CO)JCEI'TION AND (,LA]f

6. The t\dn GermrUl o~f.on~ivc~ mlich ~orQ sm~shcd at
STALINGRf1D in Ru.ssia and ~t EL )~i.Aj,1J.~I1i in E!3"S'pt in 1942 rcp:rc30ntod
thQ high-water rnnrl{ of GCl~!IlUn conquost. '1Ihcroni'tcl', the on8nty wu~

forced back in spect~cular r0tronts on bOUl fronts. and ~cs

comp€llled to devela~ the pur'ely de.fons1vc conccptJ.on of the
ulo"'ortress of EuropoUI. 'l'hus, aftor thr'ce years of bitter revorsoB ..
tho initiative had f'1nally pa~HJed to the A1J.:tos. Consequently,
the lnvo.a:J.on of .France must bq vienod in the por:JpoctiitO provided
by oarlier Russian advance~ 1n the northorn and contral sector~

of Easte!'n Europe, and the Gtoady Allied pro,,'!'."O in Italy whl.ch
culmL~atod in the fall of ROME on 4 Jun 44.

7. Throughout 19~2. 1943 and tho early part of 1944, while
in the ea:3t the Rus:::::1.o.ns wero locked iil a .grir:l struggle Ylith tho
Gorman armion, continua.l prQDeure 'was being excrtlld on the wcatern
allis3 to opon B. full-scale cD.mpaigll llGahlDt the OZlC~my Ll'1 ':lOstern
Europe. Partly doubtless as·n ro~ult of this situution tho raid
on Dieppe tinS undel~tnkon on 19 Aug 42. But tho multlfnriou~ us ....
peets of tho p1unnine, the production ot specializod assault
equipment, and the mcticulou~ train1na of large formations in
~phlblou8 operat1onG, which Dieppo had sboyrn to be so necessary.
delayed tho long-anticipatod invnsJ.on {Geo Report rfo~ 1~8)",

Speaking in the Houso of COT!Ul1c.tns on 2 f,uG 14, t.t."o Winston Churchill
said,

1'>0,,1 was opposod to malting this Great invasion
aerODS the Channel in 1942, and, thereafter, it
wa:i plainly impo'OaiblG 1n 19,-13, o\'l1ng to our
havine cho"sen the Medi terI'a."lcan and to our am.,
phibiou~ roso'urcea all bci~1 conccnt~ated thare
•• ° I do not believo rnyseli' that thio vuot entor~
prioe could have beon" executed oarllcr ••• ITo had
not the experionce; we ha.d not the tackle. !Jut
before. we launched ~lC attack in 1944 "ro had
mad.e five 'succeBsfUl opposed landings in thCi
Mediterranoan, and Il mass of wonderful craft of·
all kinds had beon devi30d by our sorvicos and
by our Un1ted"St~tes colleagues on the othor
Bide or the ocean~

(Tr~ Ti~os. 5 AuC 44)

8. lIOVEH:LORDll was the code name eivon to the milits.ry plan
for the 1'111ied penetration of northa';:o:Jtern Prancc o Thi~ plan,
as time ViaS to show, constituted tho solution to one of the most
difficult and complex problem,:) evor oncount0!'ed in tho fiold of
combined oporations. To con;;iderations of ttdo, uer.:tthcr and
concealment wor'e added 0.11 tho intricate and ,forbiddinG problems
involYed in ml attack on a tcrrlto);'',Y which had been ei'foctivoly
occup::l.ad and orc;anized by tho G-erl1llIDs thl"ouehcut four YC~Sf>

9~ . The wholG Allied operation was directod by an ~~oricnn

officdr, General DWight D. Eisenhower, whoso apP9intmont a~ Suprame
Cornmwldor, Allied Expeditionary Forcc# w~e ~;r.ouncod on Christman
Eve, 194.-3" Tho area to be ussaultod vras that poi-tion of the eoast
of Lower Nor-mandy in tho vicinity of GARBJTTP.N t DI\YBUX. and CitEN",
It 'was 1ntcnd~d that when the bridgolwQd in NOR~~TDY wan 3ucccasfully
con301idated it \'iot:.ld bo supp lcmer..ted by ro..nothel"' ~,ar6o:"::lcalE) asoault
on the south of Ii'rr..nco in the vicinity of raCE and r.iARSEILrnso The
early planning of the operation vms supcrviceQ 1n Lrn:DOR by.a British
'Officer, Lt,,-Gen. F.E. Morgan, C.B.. , as "Chief of' Staf'f, 0upr'er:l.o
Allied CommandoI''' (COSSAC). The fTimo MInister of the Unit;ed Kincdom
hao revca,lGd 1n the Houso of COl':1!r.ons that the British - !imar:tcan
plannir..c;" staf'.f began its work, undeI' Gcnerul IF.ort~anf.~ direction.
1n Apr~l, 1913 1 and that proposals "so draftou uere finully approved
at tho Queboc Conference in" AU(",'Ust" 1943 (ibid.; !ilea also ~ TiT!ltJ_:J.•
7 J'un 44, tlHO\7 tho Inva.sion Vias orc;anizodll

1 and cf. Repo~t

No" 118, paras~ 1-5 and 13)g
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10~ AprU·t f"roi!l vcx''Y exte11.0iV0 l:,aval <!12d air eol7t"c.1itr.tOn'i;3, the>
pluns. ro:.." "0'\''EIU..OOD li involvod the initial employment of ti'10 Arm.~.Gt9

'1110 Firat U_S. f.rmy, undor r~iout-Gonero.l ()':d,'U' Bradloylo" and cO:·i.s:i.g·;:;in..n;
of t~ho r/"lih and tho 5th TI •.S. Corps ... \7UA to assault on ~~hs rip'pt
flank of" the Allied invt1sj.on, noar GAHF.i.!l.r/l,j~.. fi'hc task of thi.3 i'ox'ce,.
which includod 'C1,'.iO ai.:!:'·borne d:1.viGions; \':as to co.ptur'c -cho L::lpor'C!1nt
port of CH8RBOURG. On. tho loft; :l:'la'1.lt, tL9 Second Brit:tnh fl.rrrry a
under T.i1.out"'Oenol"aJ. rl~cc. Dernpooy" C'~Q_ U.S.O., l~.C'j \;a2 to attuck
tho J:."'Tor.ch. coasti on 1:1 i'ive-briende f.ront north of C;\:i~!" bctl:!oon
ASlmr..r.J.~S a11<1 OUISTR1~mU~. uTJloir 'cask \1('1.S to dOVGlap tho bridgoh(".ad
SaU'I't! of ·tho 11110 Ci'..EH __ [·:r:i' LO and South-~aBt of CI\EU in ordor 1;0
eocure airi':teld siteD :,,:md to protoct tho fl8.nk of the Fir~t U.S.
f\'I.'1JfY >:111110 tho la.tter' \'10.:3 capturin~ CTi;:'R130lRG" (C.H.H .. Q. F':i.lo ~~/Ql:m
ftpprec/3: Gene!'t'.l l':oi;e on OporntionG. I:mucd hy l\ .. C.I.C-.. S. .
(OpcrFlt:i.ons) ~ I'h11" OfE5.ca. .Tunc 1944) 'I • •

114> T:."le Second Britlnh flrmy :{'01'lT1OU parle of' tho 21st; G:t:'OU};> of
.Armies 2 'l.lr..dor tho command of: GCllOl'ul (later Field ;:;3.1·~hul) Sir
Eor'nard Ucntg01ilory, 1;lbich co:-npl"lGGd tho cntil:'e British nnd Ci.mau~.nn.

elcmonts concerned in the f\llied il1vQ.03i{m; Genoral J.jontgcmcry fllflo
had conrrannd of tho American 10M .fox'ces :mvt.llvod uut11·1 Sop 44/l
As !lotad~ the object of' tho Sooond Br:i.tish M:.'lrry '1:1S to p:eotcct tho
1'1ank of the U.S. f'orcoB j 'i7h.1.1e the lattor ~:;ont ahead '..ith the
capttu"o or Cl.mRJ30UHG and tho Drittuny por'lis.. 'i'hore l....c.s no
intontion of co.I"I"'Jing out; any r,'w.jor advanco uU'tiJ. th()S6 porta had
boen sccurod (Hi~t 30c Fila AEF/2 r~it Army/ell: Socond Brltioh
J.\:!:!trsy Ot1.tl1nc Plan, 21 Feb r},4).. Iil othel:'" \'":o~""ds, tho :i..mmadiai.:a
objoct or opol"ations i·me to seCUt'0 and dovolop a brldeohoud no,reh
of -tho linG CAUJ':!On'£ - CAB1T, and eouthoa.st of CA1~1: (Hi.at Sec Y11e
Am"71;>irst Cdn ilrmY/c/r, :rolio No. UI(e) ops Crdqrn "OV;;:RT,ORlJ",
Fi):,sl:; Cdn f\rmy 01'" OrdoZ' lllU1.:tOOI' 1,.23 i<:1ay tJ, tl) " J'..:par't from tho
prG~el\ae of valuable air!'iold :11 t0C, tho CAm,T area wr';::l· 0. Jmy to
vitaJ.. onoIitY COT:1:,lun:tcation.~" end thol'O, as ;';UbSCqU00t Gvonts noro
to reveal .. ho pIneacl thG prOpOl1dol"unco of' his t;roop."lj includ:ll16
about two-thirds of his nl"'filQUr.

120 In tho Brit:tsh. f.asCtult forco n strolla Co.nc:.dian alomal;
was incorporporntod. 3 can Inf Div; under Major-General R.F~~ Kollo~1
C/lB.IT•• und 2 Gem Armd BdG, under BriGadior R~Ao ~yr.um, C.B~D.;

D~S.Oe$ g.D., ~ormed port of 1 Brit Corps in the Sacond Bl~itiml Ar~~

It was pla..»tned that F':l1'st Cdn iu-rr..ry (wh5.ch wna eOYJinlllndcd hoy I...tc ...Gol1"
~now General) H.D.G. Cror:lr, C.B., D.S.O•• and ~'!a:J to includo ovontuall;
2 Can 1~ Div, 3 Gem In! Div and 1 eWl r~nd DiV f as ~ell as important
non-Canadian 0J.emer;.ts) should, .in tho flr~t 1.natmlcO, he :tn X'ot\orvefl
uHavll.lg conoentrated", in the nor'de of its Oporation Ordor, i::his t\rmy
was subscquontly to "asBUrao r0tlponsibilit..-y for t,he lo1't....:rwl1d nector
o.f tho br hondn Q

(ibid.).-

c:a)

(i11)

'rnan,. to pl'Cpal"o to udv Easto

And III all eiro atancos, to 00 pr~parod ~Q defond thG left­
hand aoctor of the br hcud againot tho possible dovolcpmcnt
o:E by o.nd dotornul1od countor nttaclc:u~

only ai'teli:' the .I\.ll1(~rican objectives in tho CHEnnOmW ?ouinauln. had
been achi~vQcl YIf02:'l? t,ho Canadian.a ,to chU11..Gc their do.fcnni'lo rolo ['or
an advlllwo oaatvl/U'd" It may bo noted ":;ha.t n.ot lUlt.11 31 Jul 11 did
H~Q. F:lr at Cd..~ twmy, which. previOl.HJly had 1 Brit; Co!'ps undoI' comm(.md.~

take over command of. 2 Cdn Corps a1300

la. I.."1 p1.u'suit of' th:t.3 plrm. 1 Brit Corps, ".f/ith ;; Cdn In!.' D),v
on the right and 3 h~it 1nf D1v on tho left rlank~ was to us~~ult
betl.!0an C:.'Rhl'E-SUR-lItEn and OUISTnl";1U~M.9 and to advance nnd eocurc on
n ..day a covering POSi'l~ion on tho general l:tna PUTCT",l':H-m~SS:p; ... CAl':1!
find thonoe ulong thQ Riv0r Orn·jE to the sea.. T'ais oporation '~ma ";0
be ~l)paratory to an, adval1.60 south nnd :lOuth..Oo.f.rli to secure 0. bridt;e­
oollcl on the line S'I' ~1fIRC IlIOTJILLY,. P.i\L:\ISE" A..'9.0T';UCES and DIV'J-~S Slm ~'i;:;P >

It was a'Gnted Jo,;ha.t: :lTl1.0 oapt~'tr'c and l">ctantion of GAgr,; is vitG..l to
the Arr.ry Plan fl (HL<::t. Sec Pila Awls Celn Ini' D1v/C/I: "oV1:::n..CftD'f:1 C<l!\:
1nf' Div Op Order 1'10. 1, 13 Hf'.Y 44)" ,011 t.hc r'ight of J. G01"PEI, ZjO 'Jorps
:'.~ith 50 Div on a t·~1o ...l:Jr:lg:ncl'3 front fins to o.::wflult .:\nd .sCC1.'lI'C HATICr.C
by the Gvonin.t; or 1) day (Blat Soc Fila AF;r"/2 nri.t .iJ,;t"f:I:y/C/I~ Sooond
Briysh A'?ITJ, OutUn0 T'lrm. 21 Feb 41).·
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14& nMnedintely preceding the initial seaborne 888Qult two
Am,rican Airborne Divisions were to land behind the VARREVILLE ­
CARENTAN beaches, in support of the U.S. operation in that areal
end the 6th British ~ i.rborne Divieion (including 1 Cdn Para Bn)
wen to undertake a ~imilar diversion on the opposite flank east
of' the River ORNE, seizil1G the important bridges over that river
at RAllVILLE and BENOWILLE (.ee AppendiX "A" to this report for
Allied order of Battle in the Assault Phase).

15. 3 Cdn Inf Div was to assault on a two-brigade front at
the mo~th of the SEULtFS River. Tho beaches selected ror the
l~la1ng may be descrlbed &5 lyinG at the northern appex or an
oquilateral trlane16 formed by joining the estuary of the
SmLLM to BAY8lX and CAFN. On the ri(;ht \Olng of the Divieional
attack \1183 ? Cdn :tnt .\slt &10 Gp, commanded by Brigadier H.W.
Poster, a~d consisting of R~Wpg Rif, Regina Rif, 1 C. Scot R. and
{;wo co:npo.nlos of' V&I!. or O·.(U.G.}. In support of the Assault Brigtdt,
and undar command for the landing only, ~ore a large number of
additional troops including 6 Cdn Armci Regt (1 H.), 12 and 13 cdn I'd
neilts, '" Cdn Fd Coy, and ndnor Sritlsh detachments. On the left
1'li!lg of the Divisional attack Vias the 8 Cdn In!' Aslt Bde Gp, under
i;he corl1!nand of Brlgo.diGl' K.G. Blacknder, T,l.C .. , E.D., cons1sting of
Q.O.R. of e., R~de Chaud, N. Shore R. anc one company ot C.R. of 0
(M.G.). In support, end also under cOmmAnd for the landing o~ly,

were 10 Cdn Armd Regt (Fort Garry's), 14"and 19 C~~ Fd Regts, 16
CeL.'"1. Fd Coy, and an sxcensive B~flch .Group, 9 Cdn Int ada Gp, undor
Srigadicr D.G. C~~jngham, D.S.C., was a9signed a rela in reservo.
This Brigade Group con.tsted of H.L.I. of C., S.D.&G. Highrs, jth
:l.S. lllshrs, e.nd"27 Cdn Armd Regt (Sher Fue R.). Flements ot '.Q.
3 Cdn Inf Dlv, together With H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde, were scheduled
to accompany 9 Cdn In!' Bde Gp.

16. The general plan of the divisional attack embraced four
phases, coinciding with the capture successively of objectives
designated IImv", "ELM". and "OAK", followed by reorganization on
the last-named objective on D plus 1.. IIYT'W" \'1(13 the beachhead
objective contained by the coastal roads runnL~ through GRAYE-SUR­
WR, COunSEULLEB-SUR-JSER and ST AUBIll-SUR-MER. "EUI" was the
intermediate objective r~~g roughly south-east trom CREULLY,
throu£h P=IRRF.PO'~, across the v.or River and through ANGUERNY.
The final objectivo "0AK!'! l'cllowsd the general line of the
BAY!!1Jl' - CI\'71 rail"a,. bet..een PUTOT-BlJ-B:·:SS TIl and the western
outskirts of CA:."'7}l.

17. on the right, i~ the first phase of its assault, 7 Cdn
In!' halt Bde Gp was to land at the mouth of the River SFUU~ and
mop up the coastal region from, but 0xcluding, LA. RIVIF:RJI: to,
and inc1ud1ne, CCURSEULLFE"-SUR-J,lR!l. Having eained objective "YEW",
this Brigade Group wa. to press forward with all possible speed
1n oreer to SGcura crossings over the SEULLFS and the high Ground
bcyone ~be river. The intention was that this formation would
under certain circumstances (see para 19) establish contact with
9 Cdn Inf Bde, on objective lIFL.,''', and would then advance to the
final objective, II OAK" , where it ...·lould be reorganized to meet
enemy counter-attecks.

18. on the left, 8 Cdn Inf Aslt Bde Gp, wae to l'md 1mr:lediate1,
east of the SEULLFS estuary, and was, in the £irst phase, to mop
up the coa9tal area l'rom, but exclUding, COUR8F.ULLES-SUR-Mrn to,
and Includins. ST AOBIN-SUR-~mR; haVing seizod its share of
objac~~1ve IIYFW II , this Brigade Group was intendod to move fOrTJsrd
Without delay. In the words of the Divisional Operation Order:
nIt io essential to the Divisional plan that FLM be taken as Q.uick17i
as possible. dithout reference to the aotion of 4 S8 Bde on the
left flank ll

• In succeeding phase!}, the Brigade Group \"IRS to
roorganize on "EUll!, :!on nnt:icipation of enomy counter-attacks, a:o
uas then to advance and consolidate in the aroa of CAlrffiT,
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CILJILLY,SllCQUEVILLE-E!T-ll:>t:SIll and Ctn.I;Y •

19. Altarrwtivs :;>13ns "","e prepared for the e"lplClY"',ent of
9 Cdn Dlf Bde' G~, IToich wns held in TSSC~VG ~urine the fi~st
sta,::<es of the assau.lt. !Jnr1er plan uAIl subst~...."ltielly lHlopted
on D-d2Y, this Group uas to l~nd behind, and in the sector allotted
to 8 Cdn In! Aslt Dde Gp. Followinr. thc lnnding 9 Dde Gp was to
contact 7 nnd 8 Bde Gps "nd eo-oper"te in t~le nove forl1srd to the
final objective, without necessarily ,'aiting for the 7th if tho
latter "ere det"ined by enemy opposition. Under olen "B" 9 3de
Gp .res to Innd behind, ~nd in the sector allotted to, 7 Ne Gp.
9 Bde Gp ITould then ~ove frr.n7?rd only on the orders of the G.O.C.
3 Cdn In! Div and "onld "ovance to the final objective using
crossin~s ovor tho SBULLr~. In eithBr case it vas intended
that 9 ilcie Gp shonld Aventually seize the hi~h f.l'ound adjoining
CAT'.P!QU1T.

20. During the first t·.. ·o phases, IIYS·.l" r:nd "8L:~1I, 6, 10,
and 27 Cdn Amd '":er;ts ':mre to ro:;:cin lmdor co'ftl.1'I"!Rnd of ?, 8, ond
9 P"le Gps r"spectivoly. In the later sta:~es, 2 Cdn J\rnd Bde,
loss tno stTU drons allotted to 7 nn6 9 Cdn Inf 'ldes, MlS to
83se1'l101e in the urea of :30UAFVILI.J:, CAIrO'T "'nd rmUF :~, "":~ere

the Bri~3ne ~~'ld be res~onsihl~ for the protection of the
divisional rip,llt flank, unless orcle,'ed forr.."rd 1>'/ the G.O.C.
3 Cdn Inf Div.

21. In relation to the ~enernl esscult prOerDrt"'10 it 'ms
conside:red Vital th::t "the fi--:htinc volue of the G;~r;:'!.cn .ir
Force r-.nd its capr:c:i.ty for intensivC3 and 51l:Jtuin0d Q',e:r,::,tions
sho1!ld be reduced us rauch ~s possihla by D J)oylt (C .. ~.lI.r. }I""ile
4/Gcn ~pprec/3,June 1944, 00. ctt.). ,ccordinr.ly, ~ir
ope:-~tion9 direct~d to t::is end '"'3·,c eiven first ?riority, second
priority hejnr. iven to rail cO!:1"nunications --ith the object of
delayir!~ ene:r..y re1nforcer'lents tlovinc tom~rds the ~S9mllt r-rao..
It is a sienificant f~ct that no Rir opposition ~~s encolliltsr9d
on 0 D~y, on6 thBJ'e is 1ittle roan to douht thnt t?li3 conc1i tion,
as \:ell tlS tho ene::1Y I s 5ubsee:uent policy of "fie"ter" cons9rvc.tion,
oay be attributod to thG hoavy end ,ersistGnt ..ttecks on l1is
production centres (iQ1g.).

22. ~eaiately prior to the landines, the eir end Th"val
forces '~re prepcred to unleash an unpreced3nted bornbardnent
against th~ coestal defencGs ~ith the object of silencing the
shcre batteries. In tho CanadirJl sector, following heevy day
bombing attocks ar,ninst select.d targets in th~ vicinity of
COUEOEULLES-SUR-':'S] arta. !3'Sl~r!IEr:F:3-Sut-~un, it \785 planned to
e~ploy light bombing acainst the beaches in the central sector
of tho lnndine fro:1 H minus 30 to H ;ninus 15 fOllowed by heAvy
bombing of tho beach~s on the flanks of the ionding fron H Minus
15 to l:l-hour. m addition GMmy battoriGs at !31,r!Y-~JJ:1-:!ili"
V'ID-Sth1-~I~ nnel ;:m!T FL~UiiY \'lere to receive the attention of
~ediu:n or fir,hter botioors up to II plus 30 r.llnut~s, Fnd certain
enG~ heDd~lh~rter5, centres of cor:munication ~nd the defences
of C~~JlPriJ;ET airfield uere to be cttl;lck:3d by he,'f/y or ;T1ecliUT'l uay
b,,,,,bGrs. Direct support for thG assault v:ns to hG providod by
fo~ai,1Qns in the United Kinedbi1 nnd by forr:'\E'tions airborne and
within \ti.J'elAss rCll:e of t l!e DiVisional U.t;. shl:J.

23. Partly due to lo~ cloud for~tions, tho bonbine,
althongh planned on Dn ovsM'lhelning scale, vms not, flS we shall
sea, as accurai,-e ns h..;::d hS'3n nnticipated. It i:aS fortunnte,
therefoI'G, th...."l.t navRl bm:lb:;:rdnent forces '.,aJ'e in c position to
neutrclize the coast dofences end the inland battc~ios covering
the becchrys, ~s ~ull as to support the a~.y durin" thA ~arly

stee:os of thej.r C1dvnnca inlt.nc1. Tho Canadian ships lIAlgon:"uin lT

and "Sioux ll ";;0j"e tvo of tho 75 Float destroyor's cho30n to t~ke

,
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part" in c:.ddition to {j'.70 .,..~.;:mitors, 22 cruisors, 1G Hunt Class
destroyers one. 2 £:unbontno Force IIJr., whicb W:1S espooie.11l con­
cernod "lith the .3 C:h In!' niv soc tor included, us \7011 o.s Sioux"
a..'1d 11 A1C0l'lf!ui.'1.:', G n. n. Floet and 2 'iunt Class destro~'erD and 2
Er1tish cruisers, II n. 11f~Stl1 cnt: trDindoo tl (H. c .. n. Uisto!"ical
Rocord!! Overseao, nn, ';.lP ~ t=art in tho Invaeionll

).. Tho c:,uisors
"'lore to nsnist tbo :lcr'lel a.ttn.ck Oli tho VJ:~"'Slffi-m;>R ~d Dr;NY­
Sun-.W;;R bnttcriE)s by -~n.:..:c...._::i.n~ \;hor.l :r:rorn II r.UllU3 SO minuto3 on­
\Yards; sim.;.11o..r11, th~ destroyers \TOrO to botr'.bard tho beach
dot'6r:cas on the flmlh; of ~hc la:1diT'.[' fran H ninuo 10 ninutcs
on'.fo.rtls. One L.e.".O:" \"l"..JS to bG ci.::-.posoJ on oaoh flnnlc of the
a8saulti!l,'~ bD."Ci;nLi.ol1i,~ cloolrJ.:: to 1000 Yo'l:'cl~ to cn,::;ll36 tlU'[';ets
of o!J:")ortunity. ~~'.hr. considerable firc-poYlor thus developod by
na7Cll oUI'JI'ort. \'nl.:d "';~ be nU,'.T:'I.cntcd by ".:110 fire of self-propolled
field Cl.l'tillory, c(J·lp~13i:..1G l::?J lS, 14 ~nf1 19 GUn Fd RoC:tsJII ..moh
i1oul<1 firo fl."OIJ1 Ipnd':'nc C~lo.rt "-fhilc. ctill sonborns. They wore to
lu'Y rlonn cO~071tro.~·!ons in the nrc-no or COtmS::;UT..U:S-SU""R-IP~1,
~Q~:TD1n~: -. TJ"'?l ...id-Jl end S':' btBrl-LUH-I.!CR fran H :r;'I.inus 30 t'1.tnutes
to H plus 5 l:1tnutc~, (Hint. Sec Pi10 AT·;F!.3 CUn I~J' Di,,-/nCJ\/C/I:
"O';T:FLORD Il

, J.C.,;'..., 3 Gdrl In:f Di·" Op Order lTo. 1, 15 lJay 44)e

24. Z-"lC Bri'tit::1 t., ~~S RCa (,.h.ich, to::;ctho:" ..iith 1 ~s ndo
Wld 0 Airbor!lC O::..r., \'~.'1S under cC!:r.la.nd of 1 Brit Corps 'for
Operotion !lor "r,..Ji.1D"), "ms i:1cluded ~:l tho l)lnns ror the 1nndincs
on the C.a..!.1o.'~"l!l :loctor", II::. che first ~h.a.se, ono cOi:W..:mdo of this
Bri[~c.de ...·ms to 00 undo!' co;.~d of 0 Cdn Inf ;!.c!e und waG to land
bcW.nc1 t:1C ::.o~.'::.t:..l t ·.)attt.lions or"' that "Jri,3mlc, \1'1 th the intention
of Co.pt1_';·~..JC tIlo cO.1!=1t.al urea. to the cast of LA?,;GHIDrr.;... f:'W-!'C.5l in
co-opel·..i·t~.on. ';rit:l Q. cor1r.1:ll1(b under tho Ordel'S of 3 Drit Inf Div.
In st:cceec1in~ pJ:u...:,os, the cOEnllndos \1C!'C to seizo L\ D'LLI1JH1\':nI::
{fin.; CW .l'run 1... ~·:~ , i '~ht on n...dn:T, tho:i wore to hold the 01'05& ncs
c'f "~ho River SEULLES botm5en, but oxcludinr:, CRgU; IX, to, and
includinc, tl~V~I~.

25. Canadian Il1toll:Lr~onco Summarios prepared in M:ry" 1944-
indicate that GOrT:l:1n dispositions in tho urea to be nttnc]{Gd b~T

1 Brit Corps consiDted ~Qinly of n belt of second-crudo troops alone
the const, with nobile reserves, in sone ot.--ren::th, locatod 1mn:;.ediatol'j"
behind then. The '-/16th Infantry Division, with hoadC!uurters in CAElT,
uas lL~o,m to havo a COQGt defence role. ~nis Division co~tnL~ed

trio rc::mcnts of infn:ltry nnd one re,:,itx:nt of :1:!'til1crj'. ,carci'ul
anQl~sls of i~s stren~th shoITod th~t:

All poryon.."'1el Core: trninod ir. coact de:rcnce nlt!lou:i:l
the betfer tr~inod neve boen transferred to fiold
diviaio s. ~be r~~alnder consists o! younc
soldier # ~n of oluer claosoD ~£it ror sorvice
on tho ~D.zl~crn £ror..t and men \·it.o have baen wounned
!Uld aJ.~C only sli~,htly disabled. In corapnrisoD \·ritb
n firct cln.e fielu infcntrJ uivision ita firpti~~

vc.lua h s beon assosccd as £10%, in a static role and
15~; in counter-c.tta.cK. '1'ho division should be up
to strencth in personnel (13,000) anu oquipmont,
and. ~s probllbl~ ovorstrenr;th aD it has been l"'CpOl't"1C
J,;hut non-Ger!!lO.!1 soldiors l HUGsic.ns .. ;:on:.:.;018, etc
have boon :300n in tho c1ivisionnl area, nnd there is
sone evidence that this division has received a
third ra~icont crnnposed of foreign personnel.

(llist Seo Filo ALTo.':; Cdn In!' Div/C/I:
Appendix "A ll to "0VTllLOnD" :; Cdn Inf

Div 01' ordar Ib .. 1; 13 Hay 44).

Tho Go~~ nobile rcscrvQ~ ~lcl~ded the 12th 55 Pnnze~ nivi6lo~
(Hitlor Ju;.;end) rn d thr _ .>2nd L'1i'm try Division, loco.tou in
the LV':->J:.LA m ;. ~:r t.o c.J.~oa.s _'c::;pect.lvcly" nnu. the 21st P(>X'.zel'.
:i:'ivisicn which \C.d :~o~n dostr::.ycd ~ll ':1.L"1isic. i..Y1 1943 .. rci'or!'lO( in
Pra.nce, n...'1J q.'1.~, Vt':i.or to the !'llicd invasio:l, in t.'1c vici~i1jY or
·-J~·i1m8o
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260 Information had boon go..thercd. in considerable detnil, with
rcapect to off~hor3 obstacles, beach and inland defencos, and
artillery in.stn.llation~. Behind hodGsnoe obstac.lc:I.J "lntGndotl to bo
anti-craft rather than [mti~vGhiclon. lay "0. syetem or linear dofoncos
arra.nGed _n ntrong points ll , and it was kno':..n tho.t, in tbo period 01'

three or £OlD~ mcnth~ berorc D-day, due-out pos~t1o~s had been con­
structod 2,.000 to 3.000 yardn inland (j.bldc-)o A c!'oat mass of
accurate information concornine the onamy's rosct~CCs ~a8 ava11abla.
includinG det~ils of hia coast and diviBio~~l crt~llory. On D-day,
at'ter tee flssaull.:: .. it \Ya~ roported t.1'\l\t Ilr.J.s 61.spositions ro'c~

broadly spcnkirlg,. e.~ IlIlticlpotodrt (lIir.t sec Pilo AEP/First Cdn f.J.~rxy/
Lip: Firat· Cdn Ar-lrrJ Int SUl71!M.ry No.1, 6 J'un ~.t1)0

Gr::UER/~L ODTI,J:ir..-.: OF' :LIITE Ol"'EH .\TIOllS

27. It nmy b~ u~cfu1J before describina thD Q~saultJ to Give
a. very brief een::Jro.l outline oj.' tho oporationa doaJ.t \'Jith in thia
Report.

280 Toe broad picture of Alliod op~ratlono J~ rr~nmnuy during
JUne LUld JUly" 1944 J i~ basically that .ot a Brent holdir.i.g action
on the British - Canadian front in tho vicinity of Cflh1:J, with
fiQrcc Gorm..'lIl countor-attack:!) broakinB 111<:0 wavos on th..'lt baot1on
while the .I\merican force3~ on the Allied ri?ht f'lllUk, ovorX'lL"l tho
Cherbolli"C Peni..'1s'..ua an.d Dot t.he end of July break into Brittany.
In o:r.rcct, this cmploymont o.r tho Allied fOrmation:) reoemhlod .the
3w1ng~ of a [jie;antic door hine~d on ClUm. As early GEl 10 Jun 44,
G(lnero.l t,1ontcomcI']' \'{QS ablo to statu thut the A111:::3 had oocured lIa
good and firm. lodgor.lont aroa. 011 tho l'ilO.ipland of' Pranea ut· and on
tho follo'uine day "':10: ilnvc i.'ton tho b!\ttlc of' tha beaehosr: (~
Timo91 12, 13 Sun ~4). TIith tho brideehead o~tnblishod. it W23
possible to devoLop t~o distinct but closely rolntod thrusts into
tho vituls of the German d()fm~cG. ['S"J i::he r.t1ddl(·l of .June, a Groot
pincer arm on the 10ft of' tho lll.lied ansnult VlEl.S' out-flankinc;
ChEN fron the ~outh. Sh1Ultaneou31J~ on tho richt flrollC~ I~erican

forces w'cI"o dl"'lvir:.e on ST.. r..,o, and rapidly cutting 01'£ the CCTE!l'r:c.~

Pcn1n~lo.. C.i1EP.liOURG tell on 26 JUn. h"y the onu. of tile month,
Brlti:lh units hod ostablished n new 'bridgohead sou"t;h oi' tho ODen
River, and tho cuomy had bcen compelled to use more and more of
hi~ mobile l"'osorve~; in 'l;h:!.s s0ctOl:'o

29. Throurjhout July tho pattern oZ the Alliod invasion bocame
tr.ore and tlo:,o apparento In tho .fir3t \7eok o.r that month, tho
At.erieen" completed the liberation of the CiEREotlllG Penin"ula.
CAEN, aftar unexpectodly prolonged rCfliotnr,ce, finally fell to
Britl~h-Canadlan~orGes on 9 Jul~ Sirnultancou~ly ~lth tho capture
of CAEUg Amoricnn troops seized the important communication centre
of LA HAn.: DU rUITS; ST. LO ·.70S in their hant:e by 18 Jul. on that
day, with the aid of unusually .fine wcathGr, the British Second Ar!'!fS
attackod in the area east Qr tho ORlm and ~outh-oaDt of CAE1~c By
the and of July, tho Americans had brolr::cn through on th~ STo LO
DGetOI"' and ",·jere in AVRt\NCH1:S ~ a fatoful dovolopment for tho enomy;
and British troops ha1 aunched a n~~ attack on a lareo front in the
CAm.rom !\roa.

30~ Turning to tho rolo of tho Cnnne1Qn~" \7C find that ~Ghe

opeI'ationn of :3 Can In1' D1.v .i.n FrD.ndc .!'rom the tl:ne or the initial
assaui t until the and of July, p1941, \'/hcn this forr.ntion vias
relieved by the r contly arrived 4 Cdn f~nd Div, fall into tivo
natural periods. The oponil'-6 PMZO, including the anollult lillC.
eon~olidation of tilC "ridschoac, la~ted fram D-day until 12 June
DuriZlG this crucial p.3!'5.od, SCan Ini' Dlv nnd 2 Cdn Armd Bda carried
out land:ln.c;fl 01.1 their sector of' the Normandy count. L1:."l.1 rapidly OXe>

ploit d thGir succo~s. By D plu2 one, the Canadians haG securod
thoir objcctiveG~ oxcept tho:'\o on their lc1't f'll.'nk noar '\UT!!mo
liu."':1.erou9 Gcrma..~ count;cr...nttacks \7Cl"e beaten off ~dur:LTte tho remainder
of thia paninG ~lUSOo
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31. 13et\':een 12 Jun and 3 JUl, the Division hEld u COI:1pllrativol~l

static role, 1..>einG [,rimo.rily concerned -,'lith the protection of the
brldf:;ehoad which h..'Hl been uchicved. 1fl'1O third period, from 4 J'<.ll to
9 <Tul, saw a l"'csumption of. offonsive activity ~'rl th Operations
r!·.1INDSOR lt and It CHAR It:WOD" , which rosull.;ccl in the capturo of C.'\.J'1PIqUET
an:l CA!::H respectively. nur:luC this period 2 Cdn In£' J)iv nae arrivinr;
in Franco and, having concentrated, this ~ornction assumed its share
of the operation's sUbtequont to 10 Jul.

32.. From 9 Jul to 10 JUl, -:':'hore was a fourth 5to.[';O duri11:1 \'Ihien.
CAlm l:ms cf ....·cctively occupied and the troops subsequently obtainod
so c rest. Durin..; this ph:::.se, on 11 JU1" 3 Cdn In:£' Div came under
co!nnw.nd of H. -:,. 2 Cdn Corps, still ·..rithin tho Hecond Briti.sh i\rnry ..
The fifth ond i'inal st::tf,o, !'rom 18 Jul to the end of the month, sa\'J
the clcari!'..g of the ChEN aren, east nnd south of the TIiver OHilE, and
tho :f.'uLlure of Operation II SPHIliG II, an attncl: in tbe direction of
F.t1.LAD?E. On 23 Jul, lI .. Q. F'lrst Cdn Army took over the most oasterly
sectol~ of the b!'idceheud "iith 1 Brit Corps uncleI' command..

33:0 'l'his SUTtllTlary of operntiol1s durinr; the f:irst two months of
t;ho Normandy campnif,n muy be concluded by noting that on 30 Jul
3 Cdn lnf Div \'ID,S relieved by 4- Ctln. Armd niv, 'ahich had landed in
N01~rnal'1dy duril"lG the previous vieek.. on 31 Jul 44, moreover., Il"Q.
First Cdn ~~y took over comn~nd or 2 Cdn Corps for the first time
in activo operations and assumed reoponsibilit7 for the CMrft area ..
'rbis ~otublc event serves to nk~k the end of the first mnin phase
in C.a..Yladion operntisms in Horth-,','est E".:trope.

TEE ASSAULT .

34D The orieinal tnrzet date 1'or the launchinG of "OVh:HLORD II

wos 1 Jun 44, but considerations of tide and liGht necessitated
movIng the date bncl!: to 5.run. UnfOl"'tunatElly, tho eoad 1;lcathor
1,'Jhich had contributod to the success 0'1.' the 0'TD.cuation fro!2 DUUKffiK,
four years before, did not prevail on this occasion. tftcr n series
of favourable reports, suddenly, on Sunday morninc, 4 Jun, one of
tho ':10rst meteorolOGical fOl'CCa-gts in six months \.'TaS received D The
Supreme Allied COIl1J!1OIlder then docided that D-day would be 8 Jun.
But; nt this poi:'lt, hurried consultations revealed the alr:rost
insuperable difficulties of' postponement; some troops had o.lrendy
been on board their cramped craft for several days; the problems
of orf"loading~ re~ting, feodinc Qnd re-loadine presented an
ac.ministrative nightmare. In thoso dr01!lOtic circumstances, Genoral
Eisenhower isrrucd orders at 2300 brs, 4 Jun, to the efrect that~

subject to verification on the followin~ day~ D-day ~ould be 6 JunA
At 0500 brs, 5 Jun" D-day was verified" and 'OVEl~LCRD" \'!as duly
luunched on the !'ollo,'rin£; day (Riot Sec File JlEI'/Firot Cdn Arnry/C/li:
Special Arrrry Ops Loe: Memo by. Brieadiel" e.c. Mann" Chief of' Starf"
First Cdn Army, G Jun 44) 0-

35. 1I.s recarus the data of initial opcr-ations on the Continent~

tacticnl surprise was ona suprer.;e achievement of "OVERLffinllo
Fu.rthormore, tho Germans were "inauff'iciently :firr.l. in tr...eir guess as
to the area of the assault to enable them to thicken up,~~at area at
the expense of the PAS DE CALAIS or by rrithdrawinc troops from the
We,st and South Coasts" (C.::I.JI.Q. Filo 4/Gen !\pproc/3: General Hate
on Oporations, 0p. clt., ~mr Office, June IG41). An elaborate
cover plan, desi.G!1cd to conceo,1 the true disposition and intention
of the Allied invasion forces by SUlmostinr; a throat to the PAS DE
CltT..AIS" VIas a carefUlly plapx.cd foature of' the operation., .

36. The n.n.F. Bonber Co~~nd attack on the Norwbndy battle
areQ bacon at 2331 hrs on 5 Jun and lasted until 0515 hrs on the
followL'l'lG r.10rn:i:IIC;., 5368 .. 6 (lonr:;) tons of bombs \".'ore dropped,
and on the niGht of 6/7 Jun, 449'7 .. 3 tons (Statistics prOVided by
Air IIinistry, :lar HOOI!lo A lone 01' British ton oqunls 2240 pounds) ..
cEhe Hoyr-.J. C::mudia..YJ. l'!.il"' Force shc.re of' the at I;::ick on tho ni~ht of 5/6
Jun amounted to 932 tons, dropped on IlOilLGA'i.'g, ;.iEHVlr.r.E-l;1J.A;rCJJ:VILT.£"
and LO!JGUES. None 'Jf those areus -:.'D,S in the::; Can Inf' Div sector.
(Information i'ror.l R.C.1\.? .. OveI'seas Ucc.dquo.:ctcrs).
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D:>.;{lir;ht bol:Jbin;:; en D-dny, opart from 7'7.9 tons droppod by the 2nd
Brlti~l ~nctic~l All~ Porco# u~s left entiroly to the U.s. 8th a~d

9th Air Fbrees, 17h'ch Cropped 4265.7 anu 1652 (lone) tons
respectively on t:lC bea.ch C'.nd adjoininC inlund defe:1cea.· (8th and
9th Air Force :bnth1y S'l.1rm".arics, Air Hinistry, \'ill!' Room.) 0

S7. The effoctiveness of bonbln..: on the section of' the I"rench
const asauulted by tho Cn~dians is opon to so~e doubt. Accordinc_
to 3ri,::a.dicr II. \1. litoster, "the t-errif'1c dova.sta.tion rlhich \70.S to
hatf !] bt"~'l" ~f111~wd by hy bO:Ulbin~~ of'- ttle coast deI's on eithor side of
tho R SBtlLlES did not TJll.t:Grializo o Tho only dcu:mco visible fror.l
~ha s,?Q. r,US Ije)Ql", ofi'ccted by our S. P. art? fire' from L. C. "K3. 1t (Hist
bee PJ.Io IIJ~p/17 Cd:n Ini' ?dc/cl)f: rJe:-,10 of :J.Iltcrv:terl, 22 Jun 44. In
'ehe SUJ:1O l'ilc sea: t.ramo or Int~rvie\'l with C.S.U. Bolton, C.A.) "Ell

Coy" Hoyol l,":innipoc Rifles). Brl~t;ldier R.G. Blackado!' I s impression
nU3 tha.t: "0::'1 -ch~ 10ft bn f'ront (ST AUBIN) ncithcl" the n.A.F. hy
oboes) the r'ocket~; nor tilo 3.1'. art'Y actually covered the ·nnip.
BtrO!1;~ pt and l! S~1ore R e~aced it ~:li:;;~ut the assistance of
hoavier ar~ ~~til some tine Inter. ~ consicernble time ~cs tnore­
:fore ,pent in recl~ci!l£l it.·' (Riot See File AEF/O C,,,, rn:r ::lde/C/F:
1!OI;l() of Interview> 24 Jun 44) ..

SSD On the oveni.nc of 5 Jlm 44~ as units of :; Odn Int i)iv and
2 edn A..."'l!1a ildo \"taited iopo.tiently on board their invns ion craft in
tho vic inity of ti10 ISIJ-.; Of.' :7IGIIT, tho cood news \1aS sudder:.ly
announced: D-day ~'~uld bo G JUn and H-hour 0735 bra (Hist Sec File l
A?J:F/2 cOn ,\!'md iJde/C/F, 1"01 II, Operation "OV'.:.nLam": The A.sault
on the P.o"ches of normandy G - 11 Jun 1914). Tho majority o:f Div
R.Q. "el'C in H.H.S. "lJilnr;;" or the Stand-In H.Q. Ship H.I.I.S.
IlRoya.l Uls'Gorman ll c.nchored of'f cO'."ms. OVorhead there YIClS an alnost
OJl'linous cum, and 0110 of tho still unsolved enicmas which perplexod
men a.t the tiI!1G wan tho failuro of' the Lu.!'tYJo.fi'e to strike at tho
huec aittillC tnr~:e"Ca vule1.'"o.ble even from. fjreo.t heichts. IIThore 1"1U8

no bOT1binc of' the invasion Ra.rds or Ports I (W.O., 0.8., H.Q. :3 Cdn
Inf' Div: 5 Ju..~ 4-1). Fit!UI'es :ror the a.ssault atrenc.th of :3 edn
In!' Div 9110\'1 tho t Cnnadia.'1 por30~1.'1el (includin:.: 2 Cdn ArOc. 'lde under
cot:tna.nd) to~~ul1od 15,171 all rcnl~so 'i"he '&'it1sh elenent ropresented
n rurtl~r 9,191, mukin~ a total £or this asacult rormntlon of 24,362
(Rist Sec Filo AEF'/5 cOn Inf Div/C/I: "O\'F.RLORD" 3 cOn rn:r Div
Op erdo!'" !fo. 1, l;j I.!o.:y J J\ppx "01l

).

39. The assombled floot included not les~ than 4,000 ships,
to.:.Gther \71th sevoral thousnnu sl'llClle1" crc.ft. The' Royal Gu..~diC!l

lfavy v~s ~ell repreeentod. ITinoteen of its L.CoIso car~led a total
of' 3390 r.rllitary personnel. In addition, tro L<:>S. Is., H.J~.C. ships
"Prince David ll nnd "PrL"1ce Henry" I carried '780 troops fron 3 Cdn
In! Div. In all 107 Canadian ships end 9,760 CQIloC:;inn o.f:ficcrs ond
l'atincs took pnrt in D-day opcrntiCJn3, representinG 5 .. 5 per cent of
the total naval assault forces involvod. The L.e.ls. made 171 ~rlps

to the beachos, ond ferried 29,700 troops. ~~le Fleet doatroyors
II AlG,onquin ll o.nd "Siou.x lt encur;ed fifteon turcet~ and fil"ed 750 rounds
from their main armmnent. (R.C.N. Historical Records Overseas, !fn.c.
IP s Part in tho Invasion". Fir;uros cute based on the Ships 1 Lo::;s of
L.C.l 1 s and L.S.Its)o

40c The \'!Ga.ther on D-day \70.S 1'ar fran ideol. In the opinion
of' one Dricndo Group eomm::mder it "was nost unI!lnd and ver-y nearly
d1::-o.st!'ouD to the :r.l.ountinc of' tho asnD.ult lt (Foster, :0. cit., see
also: W.~., ~.S.J ~.~'J 3 Cdn Div: G JUn 44). Vis!£ility ~ms only
fnir :md the :Jon ·:lno rou,:h, conditions Which ;:;el"O 'bound to a.ff'ec~

certain o.spo.Jts of' ".:1:0 nS2,'1.ul'.; !,lc.x:. Uan heavy assault vehicles
were delayed in Inncan:-: W1d thus' unablo to precode the infantr-i_
Portuuately 1 !1o\7cv"r J the najor1ty of the specially o<!uiP1~od to....'1.-1{s
of' 6 C<l.n ,'\t'~ RGt~~ hrocchcd tho beech "hero ~~hcy \7(."·ra 0. dccidi11C'
fr..ctor in Dsslsti.~ the. inf 01' 7 etm 1nf nele f\1d" (2 can f,rr:ld fide,
Ope" c.tion I:OV~3LCID:'J up. cit}. IIRou~:h yrtl";;cr '-rus !'f)sponsible 1'or

/
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others arrivinG
6 Jun 44).

l(l.te on t110 bcnchcs fl (,.. D
.J. .,

4:1. Tho rOilth wa.tel'" ttIso im.pede<1 operations b:'J Slm/il\[; the
speed of incOIoinc r,..c. 1st>, \'lith" the result that acmo troops \jerc hell"
an hour lo:ce !'e:Jchinz the shoro. In particlllar, the orl[';inoer 3 were
greAtly hamper-cel :i..'"1 denl-l~~. with beach obstacles durint3 the
compara.tively ~lort interval at thoir disposal before tho tide began
to rislh Thus" "aitll respect to 'ella lo.nd1~ of e Cdn Inr TIde, flaIl
the Inndi..."1C. cr-nft on tha first tide had to beach e.s bost 1ihoy could
llnd risked rum:11l'l[; onto milled obstruct:i.cns" (Ble.cknder, ~:!.tQ).
In tho soc tor allotted to 7 edn In!' 8c1e, OYlin;"'; again to tlWP!'escnce
of nines in tile "JatOI' severnl La C.ltz. were either uQml1!~ed or blorm
up a~ !:bc-y npPl"oo.chocl the boach a.nd their \rehicles unable to l:'lD.itE!
the lund (Foster,t ~ cit.) ~

420 In ~cne~al, the seaborne field artillery eave all. ado~uute

porfor~~~ce in support of tho naval fire durll~ tho assault~ I Tho
S.P. aroty put on the best shoeD that they aver did on the four areas
pre-selected for them, ~irin3 fran rOU3hlJ lO-9~OOO yds out until
they ,.,are ::>,,000 yds of£3hore lt (Kellor, ~ cit.).. 'l'he f'i:l"c of 12
Cdn Fd ROGt~ ¥~ich ha.d its equipm8nt lout~d~to six L.C.Tso, wus
directed by F.O.Os. D.[)Elinet the \7estorn end of COlJRSEULLI:S with eoad
eEfect. This unit ~us sUbsequently landed at 0900 J~s, within a fow
minutes of tho scheduled tiMe, with the lo~s of onl}' t¥10 vehicles and
no Cuns. Its :.~uns gave f'uI'thor support f'rOi~ tho tiater's edee, and
tl'ds is sl1.id to hnve beon '!the f:l.rst unit :tn the div to bri:'l!j down
urty fire fron tho land" (Rist Soe Pile AEP/3 Cdn lni' !liv/RCAr cIF:
11oreo of In:'::cl',rie\'; v;ith Lt.-Col. H..H. '":ebb, a.c. 12 GUn Pc.. HoCt,
23 .:run (::'1:) 0 !'mlr~UEll hnd acquirec1 n new ne~l inc foX' the :.:unners ..

43. This ;'.'O,D ~ cln.ylicht assf.l.i.11t. At about 01300 hI's" G J"l.1!1
41, in tlw sector allotted to 7 C~~ L~ Aslt Dde Gp, R. \1pg Rif
landau to the ~ost, and ROGina Hif to the east, of the River SEULLES
(Hia" Soe l'ilo ,~EP/3 Gdn Inf. !liv/C/I': SUlll'1aFY of Ops, by Div !list
orfr 3 Cdn In!' Div 6~30 Jun 44). One source states that tho leadinc
i~~antry in both brigade sectors touched daml at 0009 hrs (~.n.,
G.S.: HcQ., 3 Cdn Div: G Jun 44) but a rGpor~ rcceivei from lle~ina

R:i.1' at 0305 r.J."s ouid, IIFYJd tps touched do;.m" \'ibid.~ nesoc.[;e 103)0
Due to the dcla;y'ed urrival of' tho assQ.ul t enCl.!lOerS, ll'luch tI'ouble
Vias cxpel~icnc6d ;in tho prennra.tion of suitable vehicle-exits from
the beach attacked by 7 Cdn L~ Aslt Bde Gp. It rrus estimated that
t\10 l.1rs were 3PC:l1t in the construction of' these cJ-.:its J ar..d this 1[fOrk

oven involved Ilr.ml.::in,s use of palin::.; rlu.."1[~ over n tIt nh1ch :had E!UI"'.k
far ·~_nto the muckY (Poster,t op. cit.).

440 Di£riculties ~crQ also oxperienced in occup~in~ certain
onen:y scrot1['; }Joints toot had survivod the preliminary bornbardnonta ..
ao well us v&rious abandoned works into tnlich the Ger~Ans filtrated
ns soon as the ShollinS had ceased. nut the caro uith which

·intellicence had. been cathered ::mel disseminnted in. advnnce was a
cuarantoQ of zuccess. Enlarwed aerial photocrnphs gnd maps were of
Great, U8S:J.stU.l1ce. Thus in tho caDe of He::ina. Rif, the torm or
COURSGUT..L7.S had been 'ourtitionod into llunbered "clocks to .bo dealt with
by dosir.:natccl compnnics. '11.9 tho cornrilandin~~ officer stated" IlnElOX'ly
every f'oot of tho torm \7El.S kno\"m lone bcf'Ol~e it \"l:1S ever cnterodll

(His'; Sec File .'U::;P/? Cdn Ll'l!' ?do/C/F: ~.rcmo of' Intcrvio\', \1ith !.Jt~ -CoL.
F. U. I1at;heson, 24: J'l1l1 44; altered version in Current .Ijepo:rts fr,Qlli.
Overscl?s, no~ 52, 26 AUG 44)0

45. Il'hc roservo battalion in this soc tor \·lQ.S landL"1g by 0930
hI'S, and once the beach oxits for vehicles had been proparod and
the rer.lalni~13 stj:'on~; points near tho shore overcone \Tl th t!10
assiatance of A.VO. H.Eo, 7 Cdn Inf Aslt Jde Gp s~opt fortln~d.

Ar:r.1our su.p·)ortcd the infantry in their adv:.:nce. "He~'i to o.3:;;tle as
they \'[ero, thB pcrL'ormnnce of the: tk crcus \ms t:nl1nnt rather thnn
brilJ.innt" ~)n>,; the it' 3ilOcr courage made then i'o!'midllblo Md thoy
profitetl qUickly from ~1n.I'd-G.:.d.nod oxperience ll • The ir.n:1Bdiato
beaC:lllOnd .,.:3.3 sccured at Ilabout R {o 4 hrs!l (Fost-En:", E.E.2 cit .. )c
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·16. On the eastern sector-, llotted to 8 edn Inf' AsIt Gp, (~.O

Re. of C. lc:nded on tho richt flo!"Je" at 13E.HlTIEHES-:'.:'.lJ1l-J..f.il, und N. 5110':'0
B.. on tho J.eft , a.t ST AU3I.il-SUR-j,lliRlP These Imldi~s ";'Jore o!'~lso mnc.$
about 0800 hrs but ~i'l:?o.!'ently 0. 1'0\,; lUlnutos l-ate:;r than thoso O!l fun
't105tcl~n sector of ~;he divisional front. (An account of the Inndin".;
of' tho U. Shore TI .. Ci.vcs the tir.!€ a.s ap::..roxim'ltcly 0805 hrs: see
Hist Sec F:tle A.:-";Fja Cdn Inf SdelC/F: t~emo of Intervic\I -.11th Uo.joz'
R.n. [i'or-j,)c3, o.e" liB" 007, 13 JW1 44)=- On the other hand, n:3 Ccb
Inf Div oi'l'icinl repo::'"i:; states that til.e 8th Sricade Group \'l5re
I,' SO!i1e tuen~:y :m.inutes later in the ir touch dO'."m" than the 7th: (Hiot
Soc F'ilo PJCP/;; CcJn Inf Div/C/F: Asouult of :3 Ccln Inf Div, "D" day,
6 Jun ~4). In support .of the latter thoro is reco~d of an inter­
cepted rerA)!'t froM Qo O.R. of' C: "F\'1d Goy:; lmve touched do\'m 0818
brs:'. (·.-1. J r.~.J Ii.\1. 3 Cdn :liv: 5 Jun 4-1, message lOB).

47. . '::".0 bcac~lcs attackGd oy 0 Dde Gp presented less diff'iculty
than tho~e o~ the 7 ildc Gp sector. V~liclc exits were r.~re ca3il~

constructe:1 enl, consoqucn-c]:y, 8 Bde :.p YlQS the i"il'st actually to
COMmence m~vin~ inland. Nevortheless, a nWlfucr of enamcr stro!~

po5.ntCl and nine-fields \731"e encountered Qnd it. G. Cond mortar fire
caused som~ casualties as Guc~eedLl)G \'lavon of' ansuultin3 infantry
swept thro"..1,::;h this opposit::.ol'l (Hist Sec Pile !'EV/a Cdn Inf ':')de/C/0:
Intel·vie':.! ';lith ;''iajor J.n. Gordon, 0.0.R. of' C., 12 JUl 44). Ar;ai=--,
the l~,byrinth of Gorrr:~l tun.'lc1s connectinr, dii'f'ercnt stro!1[; points
~ce tfie roduction of ~1e latter dif£icult crithout oertain specialized
a.sslltllt eqUipment \:.'111011 ha.d beon donied to the asso.iln.nts by heav"'Y
sens (Pa~bos, op~ cit.).

48Q As soon !is the Assault Bricnde Croups had dealt \'lith the
oricinul cii'fic111tic~ of the IllnJ1~E:l the brideehead \':llS ~uickly

e>-:pallcod. Casualties ha.d been r!lichte!~ th8.-11 ::inticipatod" (Assault'
or 3 C~~ Inf Div, D-day, op. cit.)D In both cases, briGade bead­
quarters YiCre functioning on sho::oe at about 0940 hI's, ond at
t\l"proximately 1030 hl~s the WlP.'..ediate divisional ob jactive.T tlYE'lI", had
been ·roa.ched (SunmiO.rJ' of' Ops, 3 Cdn Inf Div, 6-30 Jun 44, by Div Hint
Oi'f'l' .• EP' oito)o The advanco inland c:ontinuau. with added momonttu:l
lent by ~~e arrival of supportinG tanks Rna selr-propelled artilloryo

49. Ira anrihi1u , at 1050 hps, in purSUSJ."1CC or plan "All (above,
para 19), the reserve bri~ade, 9 Cdn Int' Bde Gp: received fran the r-.O,~.

:5 CcJ:1 rnt Div orders to land -~n the llth 13rigade Group' 3 'sector at
nE:t{1fr~RE:.:i··SU.R.-It£H. This movement \Jas cor.tpletcd by 1225 hrs, -.-:ith
faw cQ.fJualtics. Ttwreaf'ter 9 Cem Inf fide movod inland) follo\';inr;
the axis of f3 Cd..'t'l Ini' Bde. tlSnipcr activity constituted tho Gale
opposition" (Jlist' Sec File P":F/9 CcJn L'1f Bde/C/F: !IolUo of Intervic\'!
wi.·;;h ilri3. D.G. Cu..rminGharn .• 26 Jun 4J!)o Tho G.O.C. 3 edn In1' Div
lanced \':lth part of his 1l ....1. at 1145 hrs; the remainder .follo.roc.
at 13'10 hrs ('~.'.D., G.S., II.!. :3 Cdn Inf Div: 6 Jun 44).

50~ TlU'oU{;hout D-day, the assault \711S pI'eased i'ori7ard with
considerable success. 7 Cdn In! nde speedily captured BAI~Ili~,

STS CHOL{-S1m-~.,[EnJ REVlrnS nne] pm H3POHTII A CUIle-dian Divisional
1l0~1 1J1T01'.P .. the f'irat on French soil in the preecmt ·,'il:'.r, '"iQ.O held at
1~35 brE o In consotuence, 8 Cdn Inf Boa ~ns ordered to seize B~IIT­

S:h{-7,tKl l, 'ihlch \:7£'.8 located more t.~3.-T'l three IJ.l1es inland, Ai:; this
noetinc ,;>lfu"1S were also nude for 9 Cdn Inf TIde t~ pass through 8 edn
LTJi' !3dc to the final objective on the hlob- ::round north-\7C3t of
CAE!·: (Assault of' ;j CcL'I'l rn:r Div, "j}tI Day, opo cit. W.D., a.s., li.Q,.
3 Gdn Inf Div, 6 Jun 44). 'rho lattor ha.d oncountorod some stiff'
opposition from Do skilfully-sited onemy battery and i'lTuril. B.• Gs.
hidden in lonG grns3; but, aftor a 1ela~ of tt~ hourn} they
continued the o..dvo.nce, capturi.tle BE1.:Y-Stfrl-.Ji:R, 13ASLY, COLOMUY··SUH"
TI!i10N flod i'.:rGUEmrl. 9 Cem Ini' T3de did not Gncounter serious
resistanco until it reached. VILL01TS-!1.:.S-!3UIS~~Ol:S: solt'.e four miles
from CAl.Ii", Here, er:er.1Y reconnaissance clemanta countor-attacl:ed
but ~crc ropulsedo
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51. At the end of D~dQY, 7 C<'.n In1' lide bud occupied LAlfi'lIEUIL,
I.E ~rHr.Sj':F.-CALtIU.~.Crold CAIiiET: 3 Cc1ll Inf i1de :"ms in tho aroa of
COLotiBY-stm-TI1AOlT, AUctJIo:Ulrl nnd l\lTISY, v.nd 9 Cdn Inf Bde, loss ono
bc.:.ttalion forward in '1ILl,Om:-rr;S-DUISSOTIS, \'1118 loco.ted in BJ\S:LY
(,i,D., G.S., n.I,.~. 3 can Div, G JUl1 44; also" SWalnD.I'y of Ops, 3 Cdn
In! Div~ 6 - 30 Jun 44, op. cit.)o Attached ~~its o~ 2 Crul Armd
Dde had ~ivcn valuable aezist~~oe durinc th~ ~dv~~ee al~UGh thoy
r".l1.do no contncts ';lith ane::1Y tCUllrs. l1T\iO tps of 6 Coo Al"nd HeCt bad
actunllJ pG~ctrntoc to the rL~~l objective ~Q~ ThlE~7EVrLLE but,
a.Ctor dc:otro:;in.:: mr.ny of the enor.ry, r/i'thdre'.., ':/itil.out loss" (2 Cdn..
.~md nd,.c, Operation "OVT.J1LORD II , :)'0. cit .. ). Cc.nndie.n casualties a"
the ond of D-day -.7erc ostir':n.tcd at; 800, and prisoners taken
numbered GOO (Assault of: ::> Cdn In!' Div-" tt1)f1 Day, opo cit.)o The
initinl pl~scs o~ the ~rent SSSQult ~nd 'rocooded comparativoly
Emoothl~lo

52. During the ni~ht G~7 Jun, \!hil0 H.n. 2 Cdn Armd Bde was in
p"ocoss of bc:i.n,.- cstabl1shod t\t fiEJ1Y-SUR-:.1L"'H, l!.Q. ;) Cd" In1' Div
romained in ~ smn11 orchard at 13SIllTIT'.Rl~S-!:;UR-rtF.R <rioD., C.S., 11,Q.
3 Cdn Div: 6 J\L~ ~1}. Contrary to all expectations and preparations,
tho nic;..'lj,.t; passod rd thout the GorI:l.tl!ls attcmptinc ::my serious cOWlter­
"-ttuck.

53. ··ti-i;h the darm of" D plus 1, 7 can In!' Bde pressed foruc.rd
to the :final objectivo, IlO.".KTl

., r;h1ch was secured hy 1020 brs (iff.D.,
0.8 .. , It.'~ .. 3 Cdn Div: 7 Jun .014). 'ibo !'riz;o.ce COJ:C':landor credited
H• .~:PC R. ;::1th l)ei:::l:. tli.e .first unit to reach ita finnl objective,
namElly PU"i'O'i'-r:T-rr';S~H:iT.t r/h_toil i1O.B DOt:'le nine milo s inland in 0..
c11roct line .fron tho sceno of" tho Innd.incs (Foster, opo cit.).
Almost slJ1ultnneously Ucgina Rif" \·.'h1011 ~)ad oxporienced some f'air1~t

heavy fir..:htillC in ?H!lOii, CAInO!j" c..nd DOTS, occupioci BRET:· EVILLE ­
L10HGL"'BILU:USr: \"lith i'o;{'\7{l.ru troops oven as fnr south as lWRnIIT-Blf'"
BCSGIli (nathe:,on apo cit.; this u."rlit also clD.:Lilod to bo the first
to rc~ch its rinal objoctive).

The 003 c:UG in qUickly ond wns fully prepared,
for the counter nt~acks \ihtch devoloped acainst
thoir pos'-tion fran avonin!..: onwards. "£:very one
of" theao stroll[: probes by cnc~ inf' and nrmour
wc~e ,~11 end truly GDashed.

(Assault of ;) Cdn Inf Div, !'D" Dc.y: opo cit.)

Tho resar'vc Qllttalion of' the BriEode, 1 C. Scot H., held srCQUEVILLE­
!.:n-i3ESfjI!~.

540 In its sector, l3 Cd.V1 In!' T!do ~'7ae ch1.iefly conccl"nod \l1th
unsuccessful attacks on tho 5tro~ly £ortifiod Radar stntlon.~enr

oauV?!~£ LA O:':'LTVH/,l:DP.. '.i'ho ~·!OOdD to the north-r/e at of this station
,-:erc "bcnoyo::>~bed ,..:-ith trenches, sholters tlnd tunnels tt snd 0erl!Ulll
lnflltrction tactics ~ero onployod to the full (D1acla1der, Opt cito)~

H* Uho?e R. and ~ ~quadron 0: 10 C&n Al~~d nsgt uore ~ivcn ~ho diffi­
cult tack of cle~in~ this area. ~ participant has doscribed the
n~turo or the pro~lem:

• 'I. tho area t."lOS l1ucc and r;.e \10:-0 not permitted to
brln,-· hy i'ire do~·m on the centrnl scc for feD.!'
01." dostroyinc tIw Radul" Cc]11t which 48 COIl!lnonclo
pnrticulerly wanted to CQptl~C Intacto .... lt was
finell:; crncl'CCd ,-iith 17IUCh Cl'eater ro!".ourCGS by
41 !'n.: Co~ndo on 17 Jun ·1·1.

(Eist Sec File A" /8 Cdn Inf 13<lo/C/F: .io"'O of Moount
oy Liout. :1. LD Day, 27 Jul 44:).

At 1·100 ~u~s OL th.e 7th, units of' 8 Cdn Inf "do ·....cr·e attncl::od b:.' cne~
t~eope ~orco~ OUG or DOu~F.S by n 8o~ndo attack free the c~st. The
one~· '.7Cis d.,.-.ivcn off \"lith hCIl"""y loes.
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55.:J me GID!!O day ~bout 0900 llr~, 9 Cdn Inf Bde continuod its
8Quth\'iOrd advance. Tho vnnc;uilrd Group was cOIllpo~od of Nth l'T.S" Hi£:.hrfl
and 27 Cdn iirmd ncgt. "('he oXic ",,1' this thrust, in the direction 01'
t 0 final objccti\ro, led throUGh VILLO!l~mS"'B1JISSONSOl1d BURO!'1 to
the hiBb [j,,"'ound at Ali'TltIE, on1l' about B. milo aI!d n half from t-be
we.otorn outskll'ts of' CAE!I. P.ll \7ent v. 11 until .\UTRIE wan
pcnetrat5~$ when the enemy launched the rll~~t eer10uD countor~attack

yet doliverod on the/Canadian front. A aavage battle cnsuod. 1n tho
COUI':Je of 1i/hleh the Canndlc..."l ',nnGU..~.rd we.e ovorrun by 0. strone force
of' infantry and a.rmour. The latter includod Mk IVana. V tanks of
21 }>an:cor Div" indicnt:tng tha.t the Gorm..m command hlld thrcvra in a
portion of ite rncbile .$Cl'VOQ ALj'TUlE wan avacuatcd. and tho f"ol"ward
010 ~nts withdroVl to VILLONS-mS-BUISSClJS, \1harc thE) infant14 y dUG in
and \'f re ~'oir..ed by S.Do & G. I1ichrs and B.L.!. of C. (Rist Soc Pils
/l..'W/9 Cdn :rnr lldolc/p: !,:Gr.'Oot: Intor-v1eno vl1th Capt. (A/Major) !I..J.
·,'lil.!lont Cl"'.d Capt;. (f1./IAajor) E.S. Gray, Nth N.S. HiCbro, 18, 29 Jun
4~) ~ Ai; 2200 hrf' on tho tJUT.'lC day I a. f'urther German counter-at'cae},
dovo opod, tJ1is t:.i.t:lo from BlffiOH, but. it \711~ beaten orf witJ.l the
ansi3tanco of 12 and 14 Cili~ Fo Regta.

56. 'The so-ve 0 n9.turo of the flLChtinu 1..'"1 this i'irct r.1Eljor
eugcgornent of a 3 Cdn Inf Div £orwation wao reflected in t~o

oasua tio both inflictod anel su!'forcd by Can:viiar'l troops. :Nth
~~ .. S. iIiBhr3 lost three company cot:l:1Qndcrs and after the strugglo only
'J:'e11.t 07: ho ori[;inal twenty off'icerfl in the ,rll'le companies ro­
mained (Momorandum of Intorviuw "'''i th Brie.. D. G~ Cunnin£)1wn. Opo ait.) Q

Up to 1600 hr3,_ £) Con Ini' Bdo had loot lI about 250 man and 25"l;anks'n.
At tho end or tho day total casualt1o~ wo~o aD~cs50d at 400, with
500 pr1son"rs oaptured (;.aouult or :; edn Int: Db. D plus 1, 2.P. cit. l.
On ,?ha ot:.10r hnnd. the OntmIy t 3 arr.u>ur had pa!a full roonsure. 2r/ Cdn
Armd Regt claiIrcd the destruction of" 101 Gar J. tElnks, includinG Mk
III IV, 7 and VI types t and four oel -propelled @L's, £or the losa
of 6 tank:s (Second Canadian A...""Irlourod. Brigado. Opo!'l1tion ffOVERLORO"_
op. cl,t.).. l,rha forco df the onomy count0r"'l1tta~lc t:l thCi AU1'Hill aroa
naB been attributed to tho fact that, b~ 1200 hrsi 3 Cdn ~ Div hud
penotrated beyond the 50th and 3rd Et'i';;ish D1vieilCJntt v."i1ich protocted
tho±r ri~lt and left £lnrucs rospectively (!nforrnation fUrniahod by
M~Oo 5, Wer Office)~

570 This po~erf~l and c£foct1vo countor-nttack delivered by
:30MQ or tho enemy t s best tt'oopn on, the day fol1o~·t1.ng the lnndine;e
1s ~ $iOlirica~t incidont, ~h1ch serves to profi~G the ~hape of
t.ho ~t;xt phEl.so or the campaign. It reflected the Germantl t azt.rElr.l.o
30naitiveness co~cernin£~ thoir ri!jht scctor~ their rocognition of
the) CAEN.aroa as the vital pivot of' their defence, and thoir
determinution to resist any penotration or it \"1ith evory means at
t~'lCir cOlUl'lEU"ld. Over 0. nonth 'm3 to PB.flS bofore Cnno.d:I.an troopa IlGain
ontered AOTH lEo

53-0. on D plus 2 thore was n 3ho.rp encac;omont in the sector
occu:~d.ed by 7 Cdll Tnt Bdo. DUring tho afternoon R. Wpg fli!' vIera
overrun in PUTO'r...EN-BES::3Hl ~'Y .enemy t~.nks and'll?-l'antry and lost
hcavi~y, but 1 C. Scot R. succoeded in regain~, the ground•
.PUTOT..:-EN...BESsn·1 'f;OS ro-occup1ed w1th t..'1.o R. Xlp/3 Hii' in r08erve
ft~"le Scottish r-Oll1l\lnotl there for e. wcok of Q1rrlO:tt inc03sant shell:i.Il-s;
and rn.)rtar1ng:l (Fostar, 5!.2. cit.). In the eastern nrea of' the BriBado
frontf~ on tho lQft flank~R6Glna Ri.f also bore ~~G,ir sh(lr~ 01: tho .
GGrrnah counter~atta.ck. Herc l' the :rtrt'Mlc c"Jntt"ed about ~lOR.qEY.1:-:N~
m:SsI!'i ",ad EllETrEVILLE-L' ORG1JEILLETJrJE; Recino n'jS l'oueht otubbornly:
"During the ni[::h:t 8/9 .run '14 thoy W~Jr~ teclmigo.:tly at least, over....
run by P~'thcr tanks, but dealt effectively with tho~, destroyine
D: y ':-rii; P1ats and A.tlc glL'1S, and donyj.l1;'~ a:ny eClin whatoocvcr to
enclTij' 1nf't~ (Sutr'..D.r"Jo· of Ops, 3 Cdn In1' Div, 0-30 lJun 44,. _Qt. cit.).
Durin£; this fltruXle, g..mn or :5 Cdn A.T \. Rcg& '\ycre in o.ct;on south
of ElB?.i1r.VrT..m and Gave D. GOod acCOQ.'lt of' thol!1.DelvcD (Hint· Sec File
{\F.F!3'" ceIl Ibf .Div/RC.A!C/F: }rfClilO ot :rnterV1e\7 v;it.h Sgt. H. Duman,
3 Cdn J...Tk Rogt., 15 Jan 44}. E\re~ r,i.cld r'r:giZ11Cl'lt:J found th0m~elvos



• rcpcllinc OllOin;' tar..ks nnd lnf'iltratln: inruntry ',:ith sf.1..1.11 arMs
c.nc.l :;un-£11'O 0'/01' opon Sit)lts C,'/ebb, Cpa etta) 0 SniperD t7erC ;..l con­
stant 1l'!cnnce, :md in on~ locnlity over 30 ~1Cl'C either killed or
oapturod. Further to tho east, o,~ositc the ~Cfi occupied ~y 9
elm. Inf Bda, it wns k!::'OYffi that c!"~r.I'J tnnks and ~)robo.~l)' ~1.:'1f'{U1trJ·

\7ere in ti~r. C"T-rrr:Sr.- and CA~:JES, end that cnC!~ infnntry ,·terc still
in J3 on (d,D., e.5., n.(~. 3 erln Oiv: Hotes or 110" Gp, 1100 hrs,
o Jt:..:."1. 44) 0

59. :n 9 Jun 44, the Ge~Gral s1 lntion, ~ith respect to 3 Cdn
!rtf 9iv nnc:.' 2 Cun Armd Bdc .. \7t!S brici':·· sut!:larizod i1S follows:

The day closed \71th our .ror,· rc! tp:J ':10:1"'-'::'; tho
Gonol'~l line PTJ'Z'O'l'...mT-fil·:~;S:-: .... ~'·~!":T'...'E'VILIE - LI
1.J."UEUX;r.USr..; R!\S'i' of a r.iue .. :'0::1 T.I\ IJILL1:.J~"'UW:

to C ',n-w~: and nround -ehe ltir:J ;~ound laCS
Burs: ffi:Zo 7ho nll:-:l.e::-ous tlID1': l~shcs cost us
B S!lerm:m '75's 3 1'7 pciI' S!le,,,,an :md 1 Stunrt
37 t:e..,.

(~.D., ~.S., n.Q. 5 C~n Qlv: 9 Jttn 44)

Duril'1C; the day ~ the divisional front was ::tre:1,":'thenetl. by novin:::
(~oOo'] .. of' c. to the vicinity of 3fiAY, bot'\ :)cn 7 nnd 9 Gdn Tni' ;.~des.

For the nO~G t~o d~ys tho rcmaininr b~ttal~ons o~ 0 Cdc In!' nde~

to.::;ethor rli'1;h Conr~Uln<1o troops, tiore cOnCCrL':lU ;:Iith Inoppi!1{; up snipers
alo!l[~ tho '"loodod bnn1:s of tho River UUE. ':'" '0 r a.pid advance i:l1und
of 3 Can Inf Div lmd resulted in larce nurilic rs of those !'.nipers bein-:­
isoluteo in tho renr of our for~~rd troopn. In ono instance, a
small party of ccpturod CroUldim1 of£icers Qn' nen ~ore a010 to reverso
their .fortunes and to secure ei,:.J.1t ((c:rmnn of" '1C01"9 ~{.nd 107 other
rani::s \";ho had been Enipil"...1 fran the vicdnity 01' caves llr.Loclin~..:;ely

South-East of FO:,'l'Alr:E-,IJ::inlY (Rist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/Il.C.
Siss/c/!': Hepo"t by Cn t. G. V. Ilcltcni'eldor, H.G. Sics; "EF/;; Cdn
In!' DiV/4 Cdn ITo coy/C/F: 1!omo of Lieut. H.P. Cermen, lIo. 4 Cdn
}ll'ovost Coy J 9 Jun 44)" ~hi3 area (96''19) \'tf.D :1c:.:rly si."{ miles be­
hind tho for,'lard dofended 10calitiOD.

GO. On 11 JW1 44" 8 Cd..'1. L"if l:l,de was l'lOved to the r:cst bank of
the Biver I,m,!:, betwce:."l C_f~mOH lUld ROllS. At tho sane time, 9 Cdn
Inf !1de occuyied V:mUX CAIRO:', two nnes Horth of t\U'J.'UTI' (S=y
of Ops, 3 Cdn n~ DivJ 6-30 Jun ~4J cp. cit.). On U1G artcrnoon of
the :Jrcviotls dO;j at c. cOl'.ferc!!ce at E.Q. 3 Cdn Ini" Diva ::,lan had
boen l":w,do to lotL'"1ch 2 Cdn ArI!ld Hde tr.rou_"h 7 Cdn In!' ',)de on 11 JlU'l
in ordor Uto soize the hi:~h ::round bct'"ICCn rl'l~U:;': .:ll1t1 I.t" L"l:",; TJU
!WrQIl (2 Cdn ;'.l"mu lIde, Operation '~mr:RLO]Dll" op" oit.).

61. L'l !Jl'cpnrntion foI' this opm."0".;:!.Oll, /" .. 0."0 0:" C~ \"/orc ~laced

tUlc1er cc'"ru'n i of" t;lC A::::'moured. Jil'i'::::l.t1c, tho ~jivision['.l r::;illcry rJ.:;.s
put :'i.:1 SUppo~t;, and G one. 10 Ccin '-crone .07.ts ":rc.l'O cO:lContrL tod In the
orc:::o 01. 33 \-,~ n:"ld CAIi10:: l'03pcc J..:;ivel:,-. "t 07~O hrs 11 Jun orders
'!o!'c ~'ocoivo:1 fron divisio:l to n(:\="::'~co t:1C ,!;ir~in~' of -.:;hc o~!'~tion.

c.nd ~t 1130- :Jrs, 11 J'u.."l, U..'1 ordor Yo'n.. S roccivcd ::"rol''l tl~o (. O~C .. :3 Cdr
T"r i)i v tl12-'; the a.ttack Yins to be cC'.!"rio( O".lt r.::: soon o.s -.o~ciblc

(ibid; ",:.:,)., J.S., H.. Q.. , 3 Cc"".n Div: 11 JtU11'! nne: .1.,:;': ~~o'. 2 Ccn
"J:~.1U !Jd.o: 11 Jun {~) 0

G2. 'l'he operation, c!.s plD.fl..necl J \"IllS not f'UCCC59i."'.l1 - ci.:..icfl:; u: 0
to the unexp~ctcu stre~th o~ tho cncn~. i~ I~OO hrz, 11 Jun, tlw
lcc.c.i:l[; squndl'on o'f G Cd., .'1rnd Ject iul" roached I.E .;j.~::IL- 'j'1'l Y.
Shortly ct>tCro:la.rd::l, hO\lovor,! the Can..'ttlian ClI'"'wvur ~ms hOQ.vi:y C:l.Gaccc
~y tanks one: anti-tl""l'll~ ....~.ms on both flGnirs J from CfIS"A,'O'.i.' nut!. !:o'i'.
:t.\UVI..~U. ·".O.R. of' c. Qj.:pcrionced trouble f'rort the b0:3i."1r.::'r.:::, rnc1
woro p:'nned dow!l by the fire 01' hostile r"U'_c~lino :.;un~ frcl'! tho
extensive whcn:.,;fiolds in tho vicinitJ' of !';'!" :',~ULI;:~':':, just north or
TJ:. :::"'HIL-. ALlY (Gord,...n" .2E.!._cit.)o J:vcnt.-unlly, it "IUS :lcccs~~ry

to ,71 thdru\7 tho i:1..£'o".ltry t;on~ 3round . Oh::"~Hl the s tarJ~ 1:":10:
nne. 2 Cdn J\r::ld lldc .ro.'s rccroupcd in the uren or Lr: l?Il ;34jj,";-C"i.l~Ir.J~~l

ant1 C;'~:r1~O:! (:'I.. n,. I" '\\ 2 CrIn A.l"r:1t~ 'do: 11 Ju."'l (tl) ..

•
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Durinc the .1." days of action up to and ineluel1ng 11 .run
~d Bdo elo.iI!1Cd the destruction of' 58 Geroan tonks. The
cOmlJ'l.ont is rJ8.de on the last operation of th1a ~)Criod:

Because of the action of G Cd..'1 Armel. fteCt on 11
JUn and the rosulta..'!1t clnsh with the enelJ1Y arc.our,
no .further Gorma..Tl attacks \'/erc threatened fron
this previously troubleso~ sector. It is
believed that his preparations for another attack
on ? Cdn D~ Gde ~erB dissipated because of this
thrust.

(2 edn J\rmd Bdo, Operation llOV.cicLORDlI
, 01'- cit.oJ.

G4. The nction of 11 Jun nnrked tho end of: the first phuse of'
the operati\')ns of :3 Cdn Inf "Div nnd 2 Cc:n AI'Illd I3de durin;":: June and
Jul7)', 1'3~~. The achievemonts of' tho:3o form...qtions durine this perioe:
~erc outstandinc_ An assault l~ndiD0, in unfavourable weather and
in the f:lCC of cc.rof'ully prepared enemy de,f'cnces" had been success­
fully cnrried out n~lost exactly as plRnnodo The initial success
11.::\d been rapidly c:o:ploitec., and on ul1 but the left fInn}: of tho
divisioIl..Q.l front the !"ina.l objecti,res had been atta.ined b, the cnc1
01' 0 plus 1. Savere fic;htinJ c.t o'\ur!~lIE, rUTOT-El)"-J3:':SSIiJ, and I.E
,r:;;SI:II..-:)ATrlY hfJ.d tested nIl bricnde9 in t;he Divisions end the tank
C1'C\,,'8 of 2 Cdn fU'Itk.l ~de lInd tc..ken a he~l\ry toll of the enenyt s
ini'nntr:;.1 .suns and Qrr.lOur. The Cllllndinn cu.'1llers and sc.p:}ors haC.
provided excellont support, and personnel or R.C. Sics bad success­
fUlly porfornod t~lC difficult job of maintaininc comr!\..1mications
(Hist Sec File i\Ep/;; Can Inf Div/R.C. Sil3s/C/i': 1.lemo of Inte!'viC\7
rJith Lt.-Col.. G.O. Gamble, O.Co :s Cd.'"l Inf Div SiCs, 19 Jun 44).

65. The \'lork of" the administrativo services .. durinc: this
crucinl period, had also boon of n particularly high order~ The
Medical Services of' 3 Cdn Inf Div had under' comrn.e.nd three field
smoulanees anel one li(;ht Held wnbul=oe, four British field
dressinc statione, fOUl~ British sur~icnl teams, end two British
transfusion units. (JUst Sec Pile 11&7/;; Can Inf' Div/R.C.,\.ll.C./
e/p: IlcrlO of' IntervieY, '.'11th Col. n.c. ~'iatson, A.D.t,1.S., 3 Cdn Inf'
D1v)c, DtlriItti the !'irst four days of the atlso.ult the sureical
teo.ns performed I! about 220 T"ln.jor o!Xlr'ntions anc! hnndled :in all about
1800 casua.l tics" (1.bid.)o I3Y 8 Jun tile evacuation of casua.ltiea
by sea 'oms operc.tin..... smoOl.l1J.Y, and on 17 Sun evacuation b:, air \1aS

ol~c;c.nizec." i'roIn G la.nc1il'l.C strip at STE. Ci\.OIX-SUR-;n:R. I.tarry tributes
f/ere paid to the \:'orlc of E.C.!\.:1.C. persoY'.nelj 0. briGade cOilt!i"JiIldor
st:i'~ted that: f1Thc '.-lark of the l!led services \7o.S of tho v~ry hichest
standal'd. l'loth1i1c but p~o..ise could bEl r;iven to then, from 838, lIOs
to hl3her levels, ~or nIl hnd done t...'=1eir tmo:::;t" (!31Ilclm,der, op. cit,,).

66. Sil:lilarlYt urrlll'\.;or-...cnts for tho sU!>~ly of Qmmun1:;i In; pet~ol,

food and Hater ?/ore:: at all time Eldequate. Anticipntir'-e t-;"o problema
that would ariso in the early stn3ee of the assaUlt, the R.C.A.S.Co
bad created Il a nl.u:ibcr of speci~ll depo.rtrr.ents which could opera.te us
soon aD possible nfter the clearance of' t.'I-).e beach area until such
timo us nor~Ql systems o~ supply could exist ll (H1st Soc File AEF/
;; Cdn D1f Div/n.C.~.s.C./C/P: lromornndum of Intervio~ ~ith Capt.
D.l\. BrOTman, J\djt~ rr.Q., n.c.J\.s.C. J 3 Cd..'"1 Ind DivJ 11 AUG 44)0
Bench aunnunition dumps" 9. report centro and a tr~ller park" the
latt.or u a mobile store of petrol Q.."I')d arnmuniti.on, to MOfiar inr\ediatc
oalls i'o!'I'CplenishL"1en;~lI YlOre quickly set up (ibid.) * \.iithout
such organization tho r apic. penetration and eX'GenB~Ol1 aI' tho orie;inJ.l
beach-head ',':auld have been impossible.

67. In Goneral, by 12 Jun 44, + 8 basis or an ~llied bridr,e-
hoad in lfoZ'I":andy had been established, and operations had entered
tho consolidation staco. On tile o~srican front tho 7th U.s. Corps
hnd na.<le a rapid advance L'"l1and o.nd by 9 Jun hc.d secured a bridee­
hoa.1 10 miles deep. The 5th U.S .. Corps Tlas less fortunate lUld \"las
serioualy delayod b, heavy sons and strong opposition; nevortheless,

,
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on this fx'otlt:.u 9 Jun a coastal bolt 17 milos Inde ane. 5 nile s deep
hod nlsQ been eecured. Three days Intor tha important centre or
CAR::UTiuf fall to Anerico.n troops. On the rieht n:J.ne of the British­
Cant:!.dian front, 50 Itt'it Div had oQ.!,)turod the oqually important tovm
of BAYEUX on 7 Jun, in spite of strenuous G·orr.w.n opposition. Two
dnys later this Division ~as tir~J ostnbliohed on tho GonerQl lir-e
.from BIIYEUX to PUTOT-ElJ-I3ESSDT, on the r 1...:ht flank or :5 Cdn L'1..f' D1 VO

On the CnnadillJ.'"1s t left :flunk" :3 Brit Div had oade cOl'1parable p.ro:;ress.
PuBnL~ rapidly inland front. the vic LTlity or OUISTREiMH" this fOrmlltion
hn<l ndva."lced by 9 Jun to a line three miles north of CAiUi. On the
e=~tromo le!'t \lin:::; of the t\llied ioyc.sion, 6 Ilrit Airborno Div, \',i th
its Cana~irun co~ponent$ successfully rezistcd all cnoDY at~e~ptD ~o

loocon its hol:l on the area near the: :::lOuth at the ilivcr OR!:E.

580 7Jho Allied build-up procrc3seu stcacily: by D plus 3, an
Inf;..nt!''Y div':',Sion had beGn (HId-cd. to each of the 5th nnd 7th U.S ..
Corps; 51 (liich1snd) Div and'! Brit lIrr.ld l3da had joined 1 Brit
Corps, and other British rormat~ons, includinc 7 Arr-d and 56 Inf
Div, hnd cor~ into 30 Drit Corps. A ~ar Office co~e~t on the
Gorrk~~ reaction to the Allied Inndi~cs is ill~~nati~~:

~ae enemy co~tted his tacticGl rescrvec ,iecenoal.
This r:as due 1:trec1y. to t?1e l:lee.aure of tactionl
surprise ~o achieved, IThich cauGht 2l3t Panzer
Division~ in pcrticular~ too fa~ £orvard~ and
prevented it from boinJ nblo to launch Q co­
ordinated couXor-attack.

Ene~ rcsistfuice stiffenod quickly, in particular,
on the fro~t of ~~c Second nritieh Army, ~hore onemy
armourod formations \'lore innodintely eonnnitted on
at'rival in the battle area.

(C.M.HoQ. File ~/Gen- Aoprcc/3: General Note
on Oporations, June, 1944)

Alraad1 a situation vas devolopinc in which, ~hile the British­
Canadian front absorbod the ~in roroe o£ the cne~'3 counter­
attacks, ~mcrican tor.mationB were able to svreep north-west to the
capture of ClllifiBOill{G a~d subsequently south and east in a great
encircli.n.c: u-iv'e.

69. Ravine attained and consolidated ita 11oe, 3 Cdn Inf
Div, ni tJl 2 edn ~zud fide, llSSUIilOd Do defensive role to protect the
bridcehead ~hich had been established. This ~c~ role lasted rro~

12 Jun to 3 Jul 41. The £ollo.~ COi~entnry 1s of interest:

1~ battle has: in tt~ rr~1n, developed into n counter­
buttery onc. Our reinfo!'"cDtlont3 in personnel and
equipnnnt have orou~~t U3 up to stronGth except for
about 35 tankDo "."Ie aro ready to rGllssur.ID the
offensiveo At present, ho~~vcr, our role is n
l:.oldinc one. Our divisional front \"/h1ch extonds over
o niles of' open country necessitates a 3 fida up
Cispogitio~ and preve~ts us fro~ collect~ a force
to launch on atta.ck ~'.i thout prejudic1.nc our task
o:l' dol'ondini; tho beo.c:,hoad.

('::.D., G.5., U.Q. 3 Cdn Div: 14.run ~4)

In the porro~rnnnce of this task, it crao faIt that a breakthroUGh
by the ancrn}· urnour ~ould be n less serious tl~oat to the bridce­
head than infiltration by his i:.'lfantry. lflllll!:s c.ould bo hu..l'lted dO\'lIl
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and destroyed, evon fa.r behind tho i'ol"',73.rd defended locali'i.;ics" ut
it uaa ecn9~tial to prevont any tmjor peno~ration by cner~ !nfnntry~

An intelliGence stl."JillElry of 13 Jun 4:4 noJ~ed tho.t: fl1<:v0n at this lute
hour the posnibility of 0. full scale thrust towards the beaches
Camlot bo ovcrlookodtl (llist Sec ::'i10 iJW/r'irat Cdn rrmy/L/t.': First
Cdn J"J'ny Ilit Ru::u1r.1ar"J Nooo: 8). Accordill!":ly" activo ~)atrols ;:rare
t".nintaL"'lcu throur::hout this period ror the !'urposes of obt.:lin.!..ng
;'n-:O!"l1l3.i:;iol1 ['.r~d misleadi1~ tho enemy.

700 fr'.l1n:c tho bridr:chel1d \7C.S not endanccred is n tribute to the
efficiency of the build-up orcani2ation~ and uhilo the pro{~ru~o fell
five days bohind schedule d:w.":tnc the period 19-~~2 JUn, \1hich \71 tnessed
"porhnps the worst r;aleD for forty yoars tl

, the In~ did not a..ffect
seriously the mnssina of equ:t.pmont and supplies £or tho defance and
ulti'm.te bre~lrout.. O,,-n.ng to the l.aclr of "Teat ports such as Clil':R"""O']P.0
to receive quantities ·or stores, t1,70 ar~e.:;ii'icia.l harbours ( It tOUlberrics '!)
of' steel Q""lU concrete, q:prOA:iJ1D. oly tho same aize as Dover, ,'Jero
crc3tcd, towod in parts across tho Ghroulol and 3uccossfully assnrJblcd
at srI'. T.J'.unmrr and AmWJ,;I\:;C·~~~,. in tho Ar.loric.m end ~I'itlsh sectors
respectivoly... IlcI'0 [.;hips larGO on{} stl0..11 could tU110ad :In aa:rot~{.

Daily statiotic s aho\" tonnaGe l:ulded at lllt110: j·\:~C:IFS as about:; 2500 on
18 Jun, i'nl1inc thoreai'tor as El result of the calc to 900 on 20 Jun~

then risin; ~'36.in to 5500 on 25 Jun and to over 11000 on 29 Jul.. (Se~
Riot '~c ~ile, AEF!First can Amy/O!F, Dockot Eo. 1: lli,plichts o£
Amninistrntion First Cdn :~y~ 1939-4~, 21 Sop 4~; also Notes on
AppeZldix to llijllir,hts of Ad:::Iinistrntion, First Cdn i\rmy, "l1otes 011
Graph concerninc: tho Ovorall 'l'onnaC;El Landed"). In addition" the
ports of ?ORT...ElT-13l';SSDJ, COUR.Sl~Ur.IJ~S·o.nd OUlf->TRr.:JIAi.i, which were .round
to be far less drurnneed tp~ expected, ~ere soon. in operation, hanv~lnS

SO:nlO 4,000 tons a dc:~~ (C.n.H~I1. Filo 4/G<l.ll l\wroc/S, op.cit., jUne,
1944). O'.·J~ to the hoa.vy dmnur.c sustained by the U.,s. "iltiilberry"
durinG the r:ales, it nas d.ecided no:t to complete it", hut to concontru.tc
on the ~~'itiBh harbour at JlHIlO'iJ~;CI!I,S (C.n.H.Q. File 4!Gen Approc!3,
op.cit.).. Fortunately,. the early capture of' CIM1~OURG made the loss
less 'inPDl"tnht thon it othort1iae m.i.01lt have 'heen. 'l"!he key to victOllY
in !101"'rnundy \"!Us supply. and tho croat ion of tho "i!'iulborries ll \'"ms
"proba.bly the r:':reatest encineeri~ feat in support of a combined
oporation aver to be nttomptod ll (Hiehli["Jlts of Admlnistration, .2P.!.
~)c

~l. on 13 JUn 44~ H.r.. 3 Cdn rnr Div uns located at CNiIL~o

? Cdn Ini' '~de occupied PUTOT-Im-Bli:S!,:G:, 1I8BREY-'-j7-ros3Ir :mel south
Qlor.~; the f:iver !.WE to includo 'GRiC!. 8 Cdn :rnr B<le", in the central
sector 01' t..l1.c divisional f'i'ont, hold the [I'ound bet\'leen tl\[;SOH and
CAIROl)". on the left flnnlt, 9 CUn· Inf' fide !'Gtaincu, its hold Oll rEf;
BUIS,3:FS and VIIJ..Ol:S-LES-13UISS .USc 2 Cdn Armd Bde wn S 11011 fOl'\,lQrd
in the wen BRr:'lujlEVILT.:r:~ - LfOnr;UElr.J.~r:US1: (Riot Sec File ARFi2 Cdn
CoX'ps/C/TI: 2 Cdn Corps Sitrep of l31955n). lion ~.;ho llie.ht of 16
Jun 11:4 a patrol d.iscovered LL :::ESi!rrrrA~£ clear of the enemy:
it uqs at once ocoapied by R. ~~~ Rif. other patrols constantly in­
;;csticatod the area.s Blmti:i-c-nUClrY, Ll\ VIi,LH1[illV'F. and the .fr;;.!l·~es of:
the GAHPl(~lJ;:rl' air.rd defso Ll\ VILLElfr.UVR \1aS ~lso occupiodll (Sumr.tU1"'Y
of 0)8, ;:) OdD. Ih£ Div~ 6-30 dun 44", Ope cit.)~ Haunt/hile, on 16 (Tun
44", .'1i:; f~loctical H.Q. 21 ArrIIS Gp" Uajor-(':.eneral Keller wns invested
bJt HIs 110 ~esty the Kin(; \"lith the C.B.. r.:. Tt"JO days later the G.O.C.­
j.n-C" Firat edn J\rmy. Lt.-Gen. H.D.r. Crerar, and Lt.-Gon. K.
StuW,"'t, ChiGf' of Stai"!', Canadian nilitaroy TIcndquarters, visited
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div.

72. DurlllC tho socond ba.li' of June" D. number of' opo~ations nere
planned \'lith the objeot of otronr:thenin[; the bridgehead on ito
90uthc~n and eustern per~eter. An operation ordor for S CUn !nf Div
and attached troops, iSBued on lB Jun 44 , visualized tho capture of
tho LF. !'J.UT DU BOSQ - CLrr:UX feature on 20 Jun by S Cdn Inf' .1de 1,"lith
27 Con Arnd ne~~t under COi~"ld. ?11C entiro field artillery or :>
Odn I.'1f' Div. to'l'other \1ith t':10 field a...~d ti70 flcdimn re;;i.oonts., R.A.,
';;\"JO cruiecr; and one battlenhip, were to Givo supportine f'ire ..
rtlrla attcck \7aS planned. in conjunction with Operation ~IDRr:t\mlOUmp!ll1
bJ 49 Brit Oiv, ~hoso l~rival had conploted'the build-up of tho 30~1
J3l"itish Corps on the Cro1udillns f rir:.b·t .tlo.nkQ 1\s the CRl1a.dian attack
Y!~H' !lot -',:;0 be launchod until 19 Div had captured FOI"'"'lT:'AY-I,'fo:-'PF.fF!FL,
and as th1lt !'orn:.ation \me unable to l!cb:lW1: this proliminary
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oojcccive, it became necessary to abandon the op0rntion DS C ~lholeo

Pions \'TCrC3" conso,:uently nude for thrusts in other' dj.rcctiol1s.

73.. In pur::::uo.nce of' what micht bo terwd the o.gercssivc defonsive
rolo ~doptoc for 3ritiwl and Cann(i~n troops in the bridgehead area,
OpernJ,::ions lIM~'Sl1LO\1R1l and 1IOT A'.1A" were neAt planned. For lIA-;rnLOfiRlt
9 edn Tnt Dds ",:os put undo!' comt1ll!ld of' :5 ru."it In!' Div. The in~~ention

was for 9 Cdn Inf Bdc and 9 nrit Inf Sdo to advance south una seize
the hich eround. about AUTrIIE and CUflSY, e.:<.plo1t+rlf!, if possiblc p as
far as the main BAYT::1JX-CAEH road (Hist Sec Filo f.r;p/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/
3:: ;) nrit Inf Div 0.0.. No" 2, Oporation fJ!\UI:"tLOtll1 lr , 25 Ju.."'144; 9
Coo Inf !3de 0.0" lTo:. 2, Op. u~l\J3E1{!.OUHrr, 26 Jun 44) .. "l1..BEHLOlJf'ilf \'lQS

to be followed by OpoI'c.tion 1I0''?':;'''l.ri]\1I, in Ylhich 3 Cdn Inf Div and 2
Cdn Jl.rlUd Ede \'/ej,""c to cnptu:ro CARPI'_rlP":;T villaGG and airfield (I."f.D.,
O.S., iI.Q. ::; Cd.."l Div: :3 Cdll Ini' j)iv O. O. )lOt 2~ Oporation lfOT11'/fIA't:!
28 ~1 44). Success in the CMtPIQUBT aren v~s essontinl to any
pincer movornent directed El.(5ulnst Cil.l:n from tho \"lost. But the
arrival of' Ilsu'bsta~ltial enol'!!'J armour llem' CAfiPIQDET" coupled with a
stron,:; tl<: 1.l~,;tQ.ck on ClIEUX, necessitated the cancellation of Operations
tliiliETILOtm" and llOTTA\iA Il on 29 JUl1 {.t}1f (Hist Sec J?ilo l\EP/S Odn Inf Div
je/F: Surr~~ry of Ops, 3 Gan Inf Div, 24 Jun.- 1 Jul 44; a.D~, G.So,
II.r;.. 3 Cd..t1 Div: 29 JU11. 44).

74. A ncr! plan for ;) Cdn Inr Div l'l.nd 2 Cdn Armu nae to capture
ClIH!"'IQUET 1rns prepa.rec1 for the nornill[~ of 1 Jul 440 This operation
'NilS cQIled 1l,'iIJ'D80R tJ

" and !3 Cdn Ini' 3de \'10..8 selectod to load tIl
attack (ri.D", rus .. ; n.Q.o 3 Cdn Div: ~ Gon Inf Div Op Instr Eo. 3,
Operation II 1r::Ot';OH, 29 Jun 4'!). At the time \,;lJ.en Oporati.on t/-,'fI1:DSOR tI

·(>/O.s bcin,'.:: plarmed (29 Jun 44} British. tx'oops on the C::ma(~.:in.n riGht
flcnk had o3tnblishod n finn bridGehead across tho IUver ODON~ south....
west of GARPH~iJ~?, as pa.rt of the pincer movement directed acainst
GARllo The r;ontcmplated Q..'"{is of advance led eastwards from the
viclnity of iu\RC7L:!;T" thon occupied 'by 32 (Gds) Bdo" for a. milo
end a half over comparatively open country to C~~~!QUET and the
1arco airfiold on tllo southern out;/,j1::irts of the v.:i.llace. ? Call In!'
fide verc to ce prepared to seize eround east of the River !rrr~ to u
line runnin.:; throU£;i.1 BUROHs i~UTIiIE and FRA::C1.1JEVILli':. Extensive
artillery support ~n5 ovailaole, and aid fran the air included tITO
squadrons of rock6t-ririr~ planes.

?5. Once more the tl~eat of en one~' counter-nttuc~ davaloped
in the C~1PIQUET sector ~~d it b0c~e necessary to postpone
Operation "," I"~)[,on II. It wos apparent tha.t the enemy ha.d a
SUbstantial l;tobile roserve on the A:Mrry !'rant l"Jhich mj.Ght be expected
to ~ake an oIl-out effort to brenk through (W.D., G.. S" li .. Qo 3 Can
Div: Notes all lIOll Gp held 1430 brs" :;0 Jun 44; Int Summary !Too 15:,
Il",Q. 3 Gdn Inf Div, 30 Jun 44)0 .'1.ceordL"I'1Gly, 3 Cdn In? Div and 2
Cdn Ar'md !3de rrcro re-orouped to repel any attack from. the oast,.
80Uth~ or south-eact. 8 Cdn Inf Dde was withdrawn into divisional
reserve nGar C!l.IDOli and nOUJ\lTVIT.JJ~, and '7 Cdn Reece BeCt (17 D.Y.R ..
C.. H.. ) W8,:3 placed \Ll'lder cOl:nnand of ? Cdn Inf Dde. Active patrols
were maintained in the Cnr.PIQUET orca durinr, the period of ro­
sroupin,1 (TIist Sec Filo' IiEF/7 Cdn Dlf Fde/c/F: Uell'.o of Intor\·iew
TIith Lieut. L. q€lraeron, 22 Jul ~4)~ ~

76. On Donlnion Day, a special event occurred at H.Q. 3 Cdn
In! Div, thon locntecl at 7.HAOiJ., The Conadinn Ensi,~~ was unfurled
at a ceremo~y ~ttcndod.b~ Lt.-Gon. Crerar and othor'senior officors,
:lncludi:l[; Lt.-Gem .. G.. G.. Sim::mus,,1 C.OQC ... "2 edn Corps, Lt.-Gan JoT>;>
Crocker, C.O.C .. 1 I~it Corps, and Uajor-~cneral e.c. Foulkes,
GeO.,C. 2 Cd.'1. Div (AEF/~'; Od."l rn.f Div/G/F: Hotes of' Lt.-Colo M.
Hclello.n, 8.S .. 0.1 (Liaison) :3 Cdn 11""S Div). one account noted that
"Enomy aircrn.f't CCwC over cltu'i!l~. tho unf'urlinc and considerab10 flak
r/ent uptl (',i.D" n.s., 2 CcL11 Co:!.~ps !'fa.:Ul: 1 Jul 4':1) ..
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TFIE GR!M~Ar~ ~ITUATIOi{ AT 30 JUH

770 By tho end of June n broad picture of ~llied operations in
Franco showoll the Second 'Eritish ~r:rs continuip..[; to !~intQ.in stroDe
pressuro nc:ains"i; the enemy in the CA;i,;n sectoro As a consequence of
this 1 conta:l.nine I strat.:0GY,. the liberation of the CJII-:RllOlmG Peninsula
wa3 rondered practically completo ~ollo~lnc tlle capture of the port
on 20 Jun by J\r.1Orican troopso B'l 1 Juljl ? U.. g. Corps -:Tare i::J.OppinG
up the laot Gormall rcr.:ma...'1'Cs hOldJ.11.C out in the north-nest tip of' the
peni:n2uln, Dnd alon3 vith a u.s. Corps, began to ro-organize in
preparation i"o:!' fU1'thcr oporations soutlwlard. r!elUlnhl10 by ?..8 .:fun,
8 Corps or Second l3I'itieh ILY"'J'JrY hcd. driven 0. bric.l[';ehend, as a~cQdy
noted" across the Riven" ODOlr south of' l'O'L'TIVILLi~, 11 Al~lUd D:tv pOSSll1C
t;br0U3-l1, to 111('.1.1. ,3round south of the rive::-. At the Sl:Wlf3 tlme" ­
Bri tish onu Cana.':ie.ns propared to move south-east to cut out CM':U.
T'ala penotrat:ion \'ias to produce e. rEst "<]iolent onemy reaction - in
the words of tL'"1 of.'ftci£lJ. comm1.mique of 30 Jun, flthe :cost powerful
counter-attElclc yet launched'/. '

780 r:i:he presence of so Il'IJ:my of GerDUlJJ:y 1s best troops (S.8 ..
Divi~:tol1s) in the CAEU aren '."las a sOl;l(,mhat unwelcome conplimont to
British-Canadian powers or re~iatancq. Probably never before durine
tho whole co~se of tho war htid four 3.3. Panze~ Divisions boon
assembled in so 8mnll un areD.. Up tho VIL.IJ3Rl-'. BOCAGE - C.l\EU rand i!l
tho latter P:ll't of June hc.d corne the tanka of' 2 S.S. pz Div (Dus
He:k:ij.. Follo1rlnc in BYlift succession npPGllrEld " a Galaxy of' to.lent fl

- 1 S.S. ?z Div (Adoil llitler), () S.S. PZ Di\' (Frumusborc) rooently
from Russin... and 10 8.0. pz Div {Honcnsta.....l..fenj - forr:1B.tions con­
switutinc the rescrve "hich Pield-rw.rsh..·11 Rorron.cl hud been nssemblinG
behind the L"1l',lediate battlo area (lUst Sec File ABP/l"lrct Coo flrmy!
LlF Polio I: F:lrst Coo Arrrry Int Sumr.lll"Y Ho. 16, SO JUn 44). From
the quality and quantity o£ arn~nt in rold around this salicnt, tbe
German attempt to break t1u'oUi:;h had "all the ~!U\k:ln.SB of the erentost
ba.ttle ever f'our.ht bet\7COn P:riton end OCl"rlanll • i\uthorltative ficures
arc lo.c1dn3 but in :111 probnbilit~ the enent'J had by tho end of Juno
between thrAo'ond foi~ h~n(~cd tnnk3 ready for combat within the
battle area (ibid.). It is to the credit of British and C~~ndian
:1.n:fnntr:v tr,.l_U.l.l.u:: ',-,J.m...:; the German Pcnzer Divisions were stoppado

790 l~lthout-)l t.l-1e Germo,n attacks durlnc the latter half of Ju.n0
hac:. boon i'iercG, tl;.oy "lOre erratic. It hae noo;; been esta.blished
tha.t, despite the 3reat weicht of OY.'I!1Our en6aced, the enel!lY did not
hurl in his f'ull strength -oven when tho daIl£::e!' in jJormnndy Grew ncuteo
.Pc.rtly O\'JinG to the three t of a f'urthe!' invasion in the ror;lon of
the PAS DE CALAIS" certain divisions cr0re kept for emereency use in
the north. In the second place, the terrain did not encouraGe m~ss

tank nttackso \lIn tho BOCAGI: the fields wero so snull that it v/as
impossiblo i'or mora ~chan 0. feY/ tDJ"lJ.·:s to be in viow of' ench othor
at the same t:L-~Ie•••• The physical e:ff'ort of ndvancing, even without
opposition: was proditiious. It \'/US noces'svxy to ma.ke .frequon-jj dis ...
lnowlted recolliialssxlce to rind t~~~ r~~s, and to bun~ and jolt
acros~ b~~k~ nnd ditches" clinn1n~ on for dear life) Wi~l ono's
hoad swept by the lo¥/ brl1I1chos of thickly plMted orchards" {Tho
Til!1CS, 10 Nov 4'b, uArmotu~ on the Went Frontll)o r,Ioroovcr, around
eAEn and CAHPI:.iUET, whera level \"lh€s.tfiolds provided wido avenues,
the CotU1try \'l~S studded with farn!B and copses that cave parfect
cover ror anti-tnnk Cl..illS o Such conditions discouraged the deploy­
ment of t,ai,:11cs in larc;c .formations•.

80... lIonee German divisions 'were sent into tb.o oattle piecemeo,l
not as elements in :t llplD.nncd and concerted manoeuvre of \'"IQ1~f1 but
as nakoshi.fts to pIlle ho1053 SnaIl :::;roups of t unl'::s oo.cl::ed by in­
fnntrrJ m~re throvin 8ticcessively into tho fiGht to blunt n spcm'heacl
;,'ibich Y/as nlre~dj' bec;iD-'1inc to threntGn the \711010 German defence
systo!n so~~th of the eDOn c.n.d oast of the On.:J!.o lI.dnittedly the
British spcat'hcac. f'Ldlod to achievo rtl1 ilf1l1.odiute breakthrough: but
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it had the import<mt effect of abscrbine the [ll"eater part of the
enemyls arnour in tho rffist m1d in forcinc him to expend hie reserves
in lavish but essential local counter-attacks.

810 In contrast to this steadily d:iri.inisr...infJ enemy strcncth,
by tho end of' Juno there wns in France an P.llled total of fou!'
armoUl~ed divisions and eir.,htoE:ln in.fQ.'1try divisions (see Appendix
flB u for 1:1lied Groupi..nc 01" Forces in Prance, 29 Jun 44)0 o-n. 29
~~I t\~lvo British and tuclve Amorican Qir-l~~diD3 zrounds ucre
opera1;inc in NOl"D".andy, and~ al-:;houej:l the Iiuftvm.f.fe offered spasmodi.c
resistance, :\Iliad command of tbo n:1.r room.inod firm.

82. In additio . to tho nor!!'1:ll InCans or support oy bOl...,bcrs :md
fi..:hters t the R.b.F. llore us1n~ more r..nd !lOre rockct-.firine Typhoons
\7hich sprG~, havoc in D..ttnclcB on encL'~; t.::u1ks, strong-pointsJ' OoPs ...
m Co vehicle cor-centrations. It vms e. oo,P":.'j" C'lllD.CO fron tho d._'ys of
19~O-41 ~b9n under cover of tho Luft~affo coupact manses of Danko
and in_~ntr¥ ucre }lurlod at will Q3ninst curofully ~cconnoitr0d we~

points in Allied 1i.."1C8: How· tho enct'lY had to set about his toal-es
\11 thotl'c benefit of air cover. n"hile 01.U* move and counter-move
po.soes UI'..hind.cred, every Ger~ o.cf:don in sUb,1ect to interference in
varyiJ1,3 dec;recs f'rOr.1 the air. Str!1tc:::;ic:llly :11s e :mIlS are lfarriec.
'71th n ferocity ~ovor boforo believed possible; tactically any
larue scale cenc suffers the s~o feto. ThiS, perhaps, is one o~

the l~~) ro~sons for a complote absence of r~] s~11ar1t, be~3een

the Ocrnnn E!..~ctacl:B of' 1940 nnd 104:411 (Tiist 30c File A:SF/Firr t Cdn
Arl"iry/!/i.i1 J' Folio I: Firet Clhi Arrrr:J rut Surmns.r~r Noo 16, Part 1
lIGene!":l.l Sitnation ll J' SO Jun 44).

OP'~t,TIOn n :,iIFDSORn

83. Brondly spcnl!in[t. tho Jul-y operations in Horth-WGst Europe
may 'be dividod into throe 1'lajer phases. '1l he first phase (BS J'Wl ­
10 Jul.) saw the capture of CAEil <md the open:ln('; of the U.S.
offensive at the base of the CllT'.RBOURG Pen.insula, '.'I1111e 8 U.S.
corps tb'ust sO':lth'.'lards L"'l tho direction of' LA !U~l'1~ nu "HITS, ? U. So
Corps drove south-m3st G.stride the C.~~~·""',\lr - pmll:..nS road (C.U.E.·:-'.o
::filo ~/t}cn ..pprec/3: r;'~meral Hote on Q;lerc.tions, 0Eo cit o , ·.:inI'
Office, Jul.y l.944). Tho socond ph030 (11-24 Jul.) 'denossed the
British nnd. Cnn!!,lim1 attack east of CAE1J and the cnpture- of 51' La
by the !Uooricans. The third phose (25-30 J'U1) ,"OS narl,cd by the
unsuccessf'ul ~riti3h - Cnnauinn effol·t to c.clvnnco uloI"'-t the CAlj~n ­
FhLAlRE rone, and the U.S. bronk-thr·DU~~ \re~t o~ ST LO.

84. For the Cunadi~n$J' the ~cek3 o~ unitinGJ cl1ief1y on the
d.efensivc" ended on 4 Ju1 y;han Operation " ..:.l."Df..OR" \'U1S; finally
carried out~ supported by a trc~cndoun WJight of urtilleryo a Cdn
Ini' Dde \",rith H• .'Ip: Ri!' under conrill.nd nnd 10 Cdn 1':l'Od Rec;t in
sU?port moved for·'lard from the :J.? I';~,UVII;U a.-rooa. alone the Axis of
udvtl.'1ce to\,illl·c!a C/\'.B:PIQlJBT. In COl'rect c.nticipat1on of' strel.'l.Cthenetl
onoDy positions there vera also illldJr conr~anc IG Fd Coy n.C.E., one
squadron T'lnil.::! (22 Dcns)J' one squa.f..ron Crocodiles (141 B.A.C. -
tank flame-"i;l~or;ers), one squa.dron A.Vs.R.S. (SO l\~lt Ron) }'Y''''' n
conside"ab10 >:!=bor 01' nnti-ttUllt I~uns (lUst seo Filo M;F/8 Cdn W Dde/
el?: r,!onorandum of Intorvic\-,' \iith "~D.jor S.I", • .i.e"",,, ~.UoH. O!· CO
by llintoricn1 O!Ticer, 15 Ju1 44; Sa> :::lso .~LF/3 Can InC Div/C/F, Folio
I: Summary 01' Cdn Cps and Activities 1 - 8 ~,1 44 by Div llist 01'1'r:
9 Jul 44). In nIl 760 [;,·11115) includir-e those of a. l:'1011itor and He!.1"
bnttlcship IIHodncJ ll , 'wore brouc;ht to bear in the opcni1'1.0 barraGc
t.;.D. J 0.5., H.'-t.* 3 C(m r.nf Div: ;) Jul 4(). In the course of t!"le
attack it \TaS estin""'1tcd 'ths. t 426 ...~hs would firo llpproximo. tely 30,
250 ::;halls (~:c!cl1an, op. cIt.).

8S. A countcl'-hm-ra6e was i"1D.!ledint;oly Inid c1o~m by enemy
artillery fu"1d nortar fire whioh dtd not, hO\'.i'ever, prevent the
oporation f'ron nch:i.ev:tn~ BU(>Dtanti~-l,l successo "?ith the nid of the
flails. f'1ru.1c-tl1ro ....;srs. A.Vs.R.£. c-"1d t\nti-·G~c [.;tIns, R. de Cho.ud
and ·i.· Shorc P.. ho.d 0;"" 0700 r.rs broken the opposition (.hich Co.:1':=
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mainly fran wuts of 12 3.5. pz Div) un~ 5uccosnfUlly consolidntod
in CAHPI0.ill;·i' villaeo. Un.fortunEl.tcl~l~ R.. ifiPG nil, o.rt",r reachinc t:--:to
hancm~s at ·~c south of the airfield vera evontually compelled to
withdpQ.\'! fl'om them 111 tho f'ace ,,£ devastatinG f'ire owinc; to the
failure of 1..3 niv on the rir:ht 1'l:1.n11: to mr:.intE:.in ita hold on
'lffiRfJOiTo ":vucuo.tod on the 5th: V!:.:1:-,OE was not rc-enterod until four
days later \'Then it I'311 f':tnally in conju,,"'\ction \'lith the attack on
C~~io ThuD Q.O.R. o~ Co ITere not able to er~ark on their attcck
ar;c.inst the e.6J.:llnistrat1ve buildinro in tho cnst c.nd tho airi'ie11 it­
self vas nov tw~cn until 9 Jul. In short, acainst heavy artillery
f'irc and i'roqucat inf'Ol1.trj·-cun-tc:'l1r cO\l!ltcr-attacks, 8 Cdn Lrti 9de
had to £i0:..;; h~"d to .hqld its fl.EH"ll;?-;-:on ane. alnost isolated position
on the CA;~PI':ruT:T feature. r.ot unti~ 8 Jul 14 r,'Ul'e enemy strcncholds
on its left clL'"1inntod \lith the inaucrurat.ion of O!>er:;. tion lIC:;:Y~HF·:OODtl,

06.,. rt,~un\'!n.ile" on ? JUl s th9 r.w.in body o:f 2 Cdn :rnr Div had
crossed the chD..nnel to join 1 Brit Corps, r~in and Hear H.Q. havin,'3
la..T'lded in Horm..'1.ndy t>e day before and sot; up at C.'\iiIr..j ..Y (l"i.D., G.. SO'
!I.(t.. 2 CUrl lni' Div, July 19~tJ:) 0 Socond A::'m::J, tusles remained un­
ohanced; in the ~ords of General Dempsey Second Ar~ rras intended
lito dl'a\7 tc itself rmd contain tha M.:,'l,.Xi.llltml !\'U."!C:>l)r of rrerl.!lnr.. c.ivs;
to hold the p~osent £ront; und ~nen opnortunity offers, to take
C...G~:11 (Hist Sec File IillF/2 Cdn L"li' DivlK/F: G.'Jc;Crs. J-\ctivities,1
7 Jul 41). It was obvious that such an achlevemont \'I3.S 1nc.ispensc.'Jle
to the 9uccess of the First U,S. \r~ 1~ its oxpan3ion South ~e

East .fron -:":10 CEEUUO'mr:; Peninsula.

TIm c ,I\PTUl{~" OF CAj':U

87 0 D0EinninGr therefore, at 0430 l~D 0 Jul 4(, Operction
"C:L\n~J "OOD I Y.'a.S to be launchod by I Drit Corps wit.'h the object of
capt\1rin1 C\E:i'I. Under oOl~d !lc::"e ::> can, 59, and 3 Dl,'it Divs, and
2 Cc'ln, 27 c.:1d 33 :'\rrn.d Bdos. From 11 or 12 JUl, 54 i\!'rtd '-~de end 2
C0~ Inf D1v uould be in Ar~ nc~e~vc. It uns yla~~cd ~~at 2 Cdn
Corps, af'tc ..... takin0 3 Cdn In!' Div unc~er itE COI!D.lUld., \7ould come
Ll'lto the Ih'l.0 on 10 or 11 JUI and to,lee ovor the CAL1~ socter Y"het:ilor
or not 1 Drit Corps ho.d atto.ined its objective. If CAEU \lere
captured anj a bri(~ebead obtuined over the ORilli River, 2 C~~ Corps
)10uld comprise 2 Cdn and :3 Cdn Ini' Divs" &nd. 2 Cdn and 33 Uri t Armd
Bdes pendin3 the arrival or 1- Con Arnd Div in France. on the other
hand if' CAl:~; '"lere only po..rtio.lly ccptured, 2 Cdl1 Corps \'lould compriso
2 Cdn, :3 0t11 ::md 59 Divs, plus. 2 Cdn and 33 73rit Armd !3des, and r'ould
be responsible fOl' completinc the capture D.n<\ holdil1[; ti1.e brideehead.
Q..'1ce CAEl-: end tho rivor line were eJ.olll~ed, it was '{lcsumed by GOO.Cll,
2 Cc1n C01'PS, that one division in the line wonld be suff'iciont;, and
that 3 Cdn L'tlf Div could be allowad to rest (lUst ~,oc File JFJ?/2 Cdn
Inf' Div/K/F: GoOoC.1 s activities; see nlso :i.Do~ 2 Cdn Fa Kist
Sec, July )944~ General ~imondGI Cc~~orence, 8 JUl)o On 8 Jul ·14,
~ol10':Ji!'l;3 t. n13ht of: hea.vy b0!.1b-tT'l~, :3 Cdn Div j:>inod with 59 rold :3
Brit DivE in II .:cnero.l a.dvance southtrords to CAE;Ull ~·Jithout sreat
difficulty, 9 Ccln rnr ilde teel, !lURClI, G,iUCf'Y, and AUTllffi and th,n
moved south to capture ~!tlh~~VIr~, ~nich brou~t it into virtual
contact rd th CA..BPrqUE'.rc; ? Can In!' Bdc, \1hich had :li therto not b30~1.

committed to bat~le, ~ow advnnced !'ro~ ~U~lIE to tc~e CUSBY and
ARDg~JX:, Y'Eceiv:lnC; at tho some tir:1e hoa.vy punishment .from the
lo~t flank 'TIwrc 59 Div h~d been unable to reduco BI~OT. Ue~nunil~
as daylic:ht faded :5 Drit Div had reached the northern outsl{irts of
CAEl! (Ilisl; Sec ;;'110 AJ;1'/3 Cdn In:f Div/C/F Polio I: II.Q.;) Cell Iui:
Div 9 Jul {:1, a.nd 16 Jul (,1; 3ee alec, ~'!.Dc, a.s .. , II.~ .. 3 CG"1 Inf
Div: July 1941).

aa. On tho n3s~ption that the r.njority of the enc~~ l~d

ovocuataa the city, r~ s<j,undron o.f ., Gen Recca _~cet woro or-dered to
~)roak t:u'Ol.::).l and seize euch brid--:;es {;IS ';!ere still undo'r.lolisl:od... In
vio\'! oi' tht tlanzor f'rol:l. snipors, 'Jr.l, Q::'T::our3d cars ,Jert:> usee.. ;y­
pa.snin~ tl~ ~C10'7.n ccnt~os of rosistnr£e and st-sistcd by ~onch

civilians, the ~~cce patro1= .rorkac t~eir \-ny ror~ar onlJ tc ~i~d
that all tho br~d.ses out one had -:>oor.. destroyed, (m,e.. th.nt one \-711S

• •
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O"''')O~·:.~-; T :'!I'S::;I I.'~·.) ~ ....·,t·, ';,":.nl.': or 110 0-:-:'. ·~o 1i i~nct :)rir>·.... !;
" ,.:: ')"'"l~ "~C' ~r'. n···-']~ '1 n·j-, C'l': 'j" ";-:-'1' <'1.... ...,')- of :) C"in_., ,-,." .- - ,'" - ., ....-r-,·- ":""l.,'tr~ 'n ~ ":')''''1- -, :~""'O· ..." t" J cii;~' to·,::i.....·S .t-.'3 conf1UC:lce or t. 0:
O)G ~::'1('... :,:: c·::.: In: '~. '1 ',<j:1.." tn:, o:·'·:-::I:i.l~: ~U1'O,1-" co ,'::-n~l for
t',i.:· 0-'0;" ::..lor. '::.'11..... :lltl-·-~ Po effort, ~lo"'Uv..,r, ,"" s :lirectoed to tho
sonV' "',-.( ','ont .,:,mJ to',-1rcr"s t::e hi'-~I '7ound on 1!i.ch Tl:'.n the ;.:vr~;:;Cy

POt,· tn~~ ·.-hich illClUl1cd ·~J\r.TOT ,mil ES\~UAY. ~'W.t.hO"L:1 t;'~j.z c.dvnnoe "'3t
''''It:t :-~~;·'"JY 01'\ 'os:ttion, 'Js;)i'~cicl1y on thn left, nons th~ 1359, 43 Div

t."eTC> Qhlg to ":O'le ..,ilP.~'~ 5' "10 t.-:'.'o -~lf1S ~10i1,1 thLJ ";;101e front,
occi..?yiJ::: 1h'1 "'Y'3~' ')ot·.~ '1" ",; iJ:"iY .... nd 1 ..U:20'1'. ~:o r~)'11d ~ t~r'lst

):r'o' oked. v~_cj 01:3 ~no l~r --'''1rl.ctiol1; un:j~r tJ series o£' cmmt':lr-·" t;}c::s
1:-- Piv "'"'21".c's'1a .~"j.'!.·O( nlt'::'01'('h st"i.ll r1trin"!..n t",eir hold o!' t!":e
hi"l' "rmmr to' tho 'o:"t of th3 v:tlln·:o (C.·~.H.(·. F:ile r~/Gen .'''')rec/3:
~·'1n02.'['1 :-0' ~ on O,:,c"ations, on. c.tt., "r:.r Off':l.C0, Jnl)r 1911 4).

91. Dnr-i.n-:- ~ ~1f'! i"'i::ht. 1l/1~. J\11 t.A, 3 Cdn Ini' Dj,,, took 0\''1:'''' he
3 ~l'i t Di'V front in tile C:' ~1 S0.ctoT', t-.llotti.n'" to <) Cdn Inf ":rlc ~'hC'

'"f~5t~rn ..... mi. to 7 Cnn Inr --flo thn Cf!st9rn -,rrts of t;.. 'J; to'....n on a:
froflt or 50-'") cooo .~:Jrds r-lol'l..{; i..:--e o::~. . t tho ,'}2r'~ tt~e, 2 Clla
In! Iii v ~=nt ~r;· .... d .;..~ '"' li.ne, "'"lovi) f to ;l. fOritD!"'.' !; t.r>r.in' ... rep '10rtl1­
',7I3St of CA8~~, ·.:h'Jro~4 CCu Inf 8do relieved 46 .'3de of 43 Brit Div tn
the sector i.rs'-:SOi - ...;x;,;.... VIP,E - r.O~g:':IL. On t·,c snccl3'3di!"l'~ ni:~:'t,

r. Cfn Ini' -W'J ':1<'[; !'oJ.ielJed by [; Cdn' :~cce r.er.:t (2 Celn Inf Div) fl1d
'..,itl,drC\: to)' {' sJrOl't, 'cll,,;,3p..rnecl rest (Hist "'ec rile A!r'F/3 Cdn
lni" Djv/c/l" rn1iO I: >;lr~' ry of Ops by Div !:ist Offr, 8-15 Ju1
411,; i;.n:1 ;lr:J.~/"'" Cdn 111..£ DJv/clF Folio I: Stt"w::-:i'¥ of 0,05 cnc ;':cti.',ities
? Ji ,1 - ....2 J~tl t1,4 L T '0 ,~ :-ys If'!+or, on t·'!.a ni::ht 13/14 3111 11,(1" ~ ':d;,
fuf -:c1e ,.."C'~ s:'~il;:!'ly "'it: ;~1'':'I\11l l~t;vi;-r thB cit·r fo:~ :-: ~jrief ').erio'] .
t.o 7 Cr~n Inf -_kla '-r,'i d \"fn:- in tnrn relioved by 7 C'2n -'acce "::e;~t.

l:f1ol'!;h nn-'<Jr conr.'t';:mt obs J"J:~t:lon r-nd fire fro', the r:me:-1j'" , CI~··:i- ai:1
not T'~I.ll:L;8 0. 1: :";'0:'"' holn:lnr' force, t.i"3 T;ivor O.... I1i c0l1stitnt1nc IlPl,l1
e;o::collel'!.t n::-tul'c:l obst2.clG ll c-:i.st Sec F:t1t::: !',.SII'/3 Crln Inf Div/C!F,
Folio I: ::,u'"':',-ry or 0[)5, 1-~1 Jn1 il4).

9:" • ':,);>,11 1
:;: Ie on 11 Jul t;4 ~t 1500 crs ~ CCn Inf Div ""ozsed

fln:l1y fro": t11~ cO~"'~~.nd of 1 3rit Cm.'·'1s to '!',:'t of ~ C~n Corps,
:'" lor" ,r: th :~ C('n ~J"'nd '"'do, 19 Cdn Fd ::'cr.t ::nd 5 Cf'n :?d Coy ( '. D. ,
G.3., -.: •.i Crtn D1f Djv, 1 .;n1 - 31 J'ul IlA). The nn:!n t~s)t of the
C.:ln,-·1'1.·"r"1 COJ'l)S (~·::'3_ch. ;li'f' Qlrocf:y hid ~ Cdn Inf D:i.v ')moer CO" ''''nd)
':.t~s to '0].1' t"e Cl'~0~T sector ,"nu "by ~ctjv'.) p3trolliTIr" study i-flo
j)roblc:: - of 1'"':i.n':-'''· [. oi'id'''a;-~~;'t1 :':CJ'oss tho IlivBr 0"1"': l1t ~'n un­
!;')to:r "j l~d "f'O e..:ir·t $")c Pile h:W/? C,'n !ni' Diy/;:!F: r:.O.C.'~

r>ctivit'~'1!i, 11 J111). ~ili5 -troj0ct, 'Jich invo1v'~t~ ~.,~:'! cl~"rel1cc

~f 5:h:.....~. ;~:. !2! ~~ .1)~5t . '1r1 S0'. i;;' of t~l? ~;:l'~ :::n'" t.>3 C:'lpt,p"o ~r t'10
1 ,1.:..,0 ::>J v.u;·.... .:.oI.I ~r~ flO';'; acca-:,l:.:.!': lCe'!, 1IO\"Gver, 'mtl1 1·_, Ju1.
44, '11·'17'") Cc"in Inf Di'lf "'lUs1!"':d SQi't'1'r;'lrd in ~cco:r(kncn. '.'l.th the
1~T' eJ' f:')~,."-,tio}1;""l sche:'~0 0f ? C~n CO!'!)!) <lnd ~' Corps.
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93. Fo].lmrln.:; tho ca.pture of CJ'.Eli the Second "1ri tlsh ll.rr!'i9 be: ,ar
a series ot attacks \-rest of' t~o O!'tii3 where the enemy riith 1·i3 I'i~t

flaWt cnchored on the ~~ur,0URG DE V~UCETJRS offored doter~jnc~
rcs1st::Jlcc, even at tho cost of.' OJ,;:>loyip~ the im."rmtry co...tpo~cnts of
his ur:;1oured di ....Tisio!l~ :"m~t frOl''1 their !Jnl~cnt a.mour (]{ist. Seo File­
1\3F/2 Cdn Ini' Div/L/F Folio I: 2 Cdn In!' Div Int SUT'T.1aI'y 10. 1,
14 .Iul 4:~). :;'h110 13 Div dre\'/ orf enemy armour by thrustinc south­
east tOi'rarc.a the OR;t!~, 19 n.nd 59 Dive on tho left flrtnk of 30 Cor 13"

anu 53 and 15 DlvD on the rieht flank of tho ODOll sUlient, attt!.cl::cd
south £'.nd eouth-\"1ost tO~'l(~rds t~EH~; - CVl"tCCY.. On the mOr1.1in.':; of ~.;h()

15th, 12 Corps (yJbich hnd rocently taken over fr01"'l 8 Corps I')n the
ri0ht of 3 eW1 10r ~iv) initiuted still unother novcncnt sout~uar~.

T:le ob 'ect on. this Jcco.DiO!l ,..me -;;0 :;nin the road\1lry al0n.::. the hieb.
cround bot;1Cen C.1;;:~ Ql'lU :::;V:U:GY, \"!hich a :;.rcvhms nttcnpt M·.d failed
to oeClU~e (seQ Para. 90) anu at the SQl:D tir.Jo to to~t cne~ force:>
frOl'! the eust to t~le ":lost of the OR~m. By ~i:Jltr!lll they socured
Ed400i ..1'Y end ;,y 0600 lu~n on the 16th thoy hnd t,:o bri~ades on the
hiill eround het":locn 30UGY ::LYld 3AS dIE~~(~UAY (llist ~ eo Pile ,'1,"'"(:'1/3 CC;').
rnr Div/C/F Polio II: iioport on Ops 1-31 Jul -1A: by IiG o -Col. l~~
i.lcLellun) •

91. In thio mmmcr the fOWldntion \"In!> laid i'or the \rr:JJ 9lan
tCl"':n.ed 1It}OOD.i·JOfJ ,2"'::Tn~GlI (llll.T::..lj'IJT'~ICIl) uh'jch YlaS desi[11ed to clear
thc ChE~- nrCrl OClst ~ncl south of' tho ORlIE, and at the smno t,im.e to
dra;f c!ln~' i'orrant10~!1 amx:; !'roM the First U.S. j\.rrlJ front by iT.OMS

o~ ~ larce-sc~12 a~tnck soutnwards to beci~ on 10 Jul (nist Se~

File !\~;;v'/2 C·!J.""';. corps/C/F: Op GOOD,(QOl) IiI:;:;i'~LjO ond Op l\'fT~"FTIC-,
2 C.Jn CQrps ')pcl~ntion Instr l:oll 2, Opcrnt~oI1; ~INl\LA.!.~Tli::1l 16 Jul 41:
:Joe ali.:1o 1:1::1-'; Sec 7110 AEF/3 t.cl2l L'1.f Div/C/F Polio I: f"UI1!!o.rJ C'i.."'l
Opt and !"cti-Jlties IG Jul - 29 Jul ~ilj also, ~:'.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Cox'pa
n::l.in: JuJy4i:)a Illtl1ou::-J1 the CerI:1cms \'101'0 '.'Joll du.:~ :~n, it ';;C\S
o.nsu.t;led tha.t t!lOY Inckcd the roquisi tc inf'Ct."1.try to supplcmc:nt tho:t:r.
bou~1i;i:"'ul et,,>ck of hoc.vy su~ortinr ueapons. Hence, the ~l!'itish

COIUrulnt.1 coun!;ed on n qUick breoJ:-throU[;h by l'!1eU!l~ of aI"In.:)ur,
oupportcG oJ air betminc und hGuvy artillery concentrations (~.D.!

2 Cdn ?d His'; ["cc: G.O.C. fa "01t Group COfl.i'orence, 17 July 19{'4).

U5. An finally arrn.."':G0d.1 O!Jerntion trATL.·iJT'"~ICII involved .fivo corps,
1, 0, 12,1 30 r.nd 2 Coo. _'\ccordin3 to the plan, B Corps Vi01l1d eroo:::
the iE7-'1' o:c;r~ north of CI\.~:!, attncl:: southV1D.rda c.nd occupy the ~c'1erul

area.s: BH1~r:i:,.j:VILLi.-~U{-r... \Im -- VIHO::iT -- fu1(;I:::~Cj·:S -- I<';.J...~IS1~. .1.'0
delude the cnc~ as rar as possible, the inpresslon was to be GivGn
that 8 Corpa intended to o.tto.ck thr0u.eh 12 and 30 Corps to cnptur')
crossin~s over the OR!iE" from (c.~d includinG) Ili,:A:':"E-:-;'lit"Or·<:n£ to
EIIAVAUXca 1 Corps waD to laaint[",.in a firm base for 0 Corp!:! in its
present area, and simultaneously vith the ndvance of 8 Corps, ~as

to occup'J" tho ,:onoral £I.res. 'l'Olni'FHEVILLE -- bJ'~.'1m:VILLE - .. o:\riiEVILIE­
LiJ-C;;.-~ l:\OlO:; -- Ej,;mVIT,ill" in order to protect the lei't fla'lk of'
8 Corps.

9G~ Tho t&sk of 2 C~~ Corps ~B Q constituent of Seco~d Britisr.
Army \71S to apturc the FAtii30URG nE Vi\UCEI,LZ;f" bridBc the OH~!E in
tho ::;~crGtch 036'7 - 046? end tl:on preparo to exploit t..'1e hi"jl ground
in 1;he arcas 0253 and VERB.rrmT:·S (0660) c Til.US, 3 edn Ind Div Yiith
2 Cd.."l .G.r!:ld Ddc (lc.!ic one recir.:Cnt) in support should, first', usa
one bri:';Gde to ii13.·inta.i~ u fi!T.! bnso in the CASiT urea, scco~.. croes
the OR:r.:: at BR:rOUVILLE on the !'li~.::ht of D minus liD, and thence, aftGr
c10uri~ the ClI.EH area .. cClst 0.11<..1 :::;outh of the annE, advance south­
':lurcl!3 slrrultn...'1eollsly yIt th 1 and 0 Corps to secure the D.I'tJQS:
'r,lnctory {O?G9} - GEf i\"IrL~ - area north of ;-ar1JEVILIF. (by 0 Gdn I1'11
<-C.o) Qn'j tile :'AU!'.OUHI; Dr. vi\Uc),r~j,1:f (by 9 Cdn In1' 3ds). 7 C<1n !r'..f
"3de ,':r.$ to !'cl:-Ktin in CALl; on t.ile couth ~,iclo or tho r iver 0~:n: ree·dy
to ~vo across if' cf.lled upon.
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97. L~an\ihile, on the le£t £lank 2 Cdn Inf Piv \~th the support
o£ one armoured reeil:Jent o£ 2 Cdn Armd 'Jde nbould, from i~s position
Cl-JiPIQUE;' -- ST OUEII -- ETERVILLE, be prepared to cross the OHIlE:
in the area of FLEUHY-SUn-OR!1E and thence exploit to the south to
secure the areEl BASSE -- IFS -- S'.r-AliDRE-SUP'-ORJIE. In pursuit of
t!:is plan, 5 Cdn Inf !ld<l had the task o£ oapturinG tbe bieb 31'0und
north of ~le lattor town, follo~~S uhich 4 or 6 Cdn rnf Bde v~s to pass
throU(lh and seoure tho VE!UlIEIlES area (Uist Sec File JlEF/2 Cdn Inf
Div/C/I, Filc III (d): Op Instr 110. 2, 17 Jul 44; see also, 5 Cdn
Inf Bde/C/I: Op order !lo. 1, 16 Jul 44).

96. one of the features or the ooeration nas to be the intensive
use of heavy aDd medium bomb8l's. Of ·the 6,000 aircraft available,
2500 "ere hcavy bombsrs which it was intended to use to neutralize
cneay batteries and to oblitorate other opposition to the movement
01' t\rnour across tho OfUm.

9'3. By 17 Jul, 2 Cdn, 6 and 1 Corps ",ere concentrated on the
left flank of the British Second Army in rendine.s £or tho operation
due to beGin on tho mor:'lin:> o£ tho 13th. on tho ri(lht of 3 Cdn 10£
Div in the CM>!! area \"Ins 2 Cdn Inf Piv \Jhich Vias flanl:ed in turn
by 43 Div. ~endi~:. to the north-oast, tho lo£t of 3 Cem Inf Div
was proloncod sliGhtly by 7 Cdn Recee ReGt ,Jhieh, on the 17th, took
over responsibility £or the divisional front alone the north bnnl<
of the OIlIlE £rom CJlEH to liEIlOUVILIE, rolicvinc 7 Cdn Inf Bde "hich
went to rost at LA FOLffi. Alone the" ivcr, too, left o£ 3 Cdn 10£
Div was 16 Cdn AI'lIld C lle:;t \ihich co"'" under eomnand on the 14th
Wist Sec File Ar;p!3 ·Cdn Inf Div!C!J-' Foll0 II: LlcLcllan Report on
OPs, 16 and 17 Jul 44).

100. .eanl'lh.11e CAlm had continued to receive steady attention
£rem enemy rortars and o.rtiller:;, especially at niGht. At the sar.e
time, however, 3 Cdn Dlv artillery was not idle nod on the evening
of the 17th successfully touched 01'£ a larGs anomy ammunition and
petrol dump in VAUCHLLES. Durinc this time enel:lY air actien in­
creased ever the Whole 2 Cdn Corps area with ~le object, doubtless,
of anticipatinc Allied plans. AlthoUCh technical rehearsals in
preparation for "A'rI,Ul'l'IC" wero carried out dur1nc the three days
previous to the attack, divisional A.A. with the aid of the R.A.F.
cave 1'01tht'ul protection aGainst the inquisitive Luftwaffe as ?!ell
as ene.bl1ne the Ce.nadians to (lot the ma.:d.mum of rest. Ever:;:3 Cdn
~nntry battalion nus e1ven time ofr to recuperate, and even on
the eve of the attack, 17 Jul, 7 Cdn Recce HeGt relievsd 7 Cdn Inf
Dde, as h". been noticed, by takinc over the north bank o£ the amE
frot! CAIl!f north-eRst to J8110UVILLE (Rist f.ei: File AEF/:3 Cdn Inf Div
/C!F Folio II: l~Lellnn Report op, ¥1t, )., .

101. on the evenine o£ the 17th, the preliminar:; phase o£
"A"MllTIe" \'/us launched a::ainst COL01.filELLllS in the ferm of a
terrific bombor assault supported by a heavy artillery procraooe.
At dawn O!l the 18th, 2500 hCQ.V"lJ o.....,d GOO nedlur.1 bombers opened up
"the nost conoontrated air attnck ever dolivered". Approximately
0000 tons 0.£ iJon:bs \YOre droIBed, blastinc C\ front nee ot 7000 yards
to Po.vc the tmy for 0 potlcrful c.rr.rourcd nnd Intc.ntry atttlcic from
the eastern flnru( of tho CAlli br1deohend (IT.D., ll.Q. ~ Cdn Inf Div,
Int SUrnnorics 23: 19 JUl 44). As subsequent events wore to reveal,
conditions 'for the attack \Tere favoura.ble" "since tho deceptive
thrust south and sQuth-\',est to\1ar(]s UOYh1\S -- EVR!;GY 00<1 drlJ,\'m the
f>'t'eo.ter part or the OOrnnn m'nxmr and reservos \70st of the OR;m"
(C.U.II.". l'l1e 4/Gon /lpprec/3, op. cit. ).

102. At 0745 hrS ~le General attack bocun. In the ceqtre,
B Corps with 11 ,\rmd iJiv up, attacked south,rnrds 1:Iith :3 Cdn 10£ Div
on its riGht flanl< and 3 Brit Inf Divan the left. Ths armour
especi~lly rmdo romarkably rapid proGress and by 1200 hrs had
rcached the lino HUBrJlT-FOLIE -- LA HOGUE but O\'t:l.n(l to inadequato
support some of' thQ Gnins were SUbsequently losto :3 Cdn Inf Div
crossed the OH,iE near llP.lI01NILLE. Led by 0 Cdn Inf Rde, closely
f'ollowed by 9 edn In.!' nde, the nttaclr \7(1'3 pursued south\1nrd riown
the narron corridor on tho east bnnl< of tho OIlNE lliver. Unfortunately
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• about 1030 hrs n. de Chaud encountered toU&" resistance in the
neighbourhood of the Chatcau at COLO!lIJELLllS, =d the whole advance
was temporarily retarded. Ho~ovcr, 0.0.R. of C. were able suocess­
fully to oy-pass the area and swing holf-left to capture their
objectiVe.. GInrmVILIE. In the r:leOntU1e, Hec;inn Rti' after r.'lOviitg
across the OR1IE from CAElT occupied the suburb of VAUCELillSj N.
Shore n. ('.ftcr n. de Chaud had s!lUlshed opposition in tho. Chateau)
assaulted the fee tory buildinGs of COLOllIJELLllS, uhile Nth U.S.
Hic."lrs LlOved on to talce ilOHDEVILLll. By the end of the day, 0 Cdn L'1f
Ddc hold the area COLOllBllLTES - GIIl!lIlVILL1':; 9 Cdn Inf Dde occupied
MO:)J)i':VILLll end part of COLO'iBI:f"lBS prior to relievinG ne!::ina Rif in
VAUCELLES. The remaininG tuo battalione of ? Cdn Inf Dde wero still
resUnc. !!eanwhile, 2 Cdn Inf Div tmich had been held in readiness
until later in the day pushed throu["p. VAUCBLIES ond advanced south­
ward touards FLllURY-Sun-ORllE against strong enemy resistance (!list
Sec File AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/Klp Folio I: Summary of Operations,
I? and 18 Jul 44).

103. On the whole, dospite the initial sct-back o.round the
Chateau at COLOUBELIES, the attack had {lOne v:cll. The enemy had been
cloar11 Qutv1ttcd since, from nIl up~oar~lces, he did not expect
the main assault to come from the obvious quartor it did (~7.D."

2 Cdn Fd llist Sec, Appx 9: 18 JUI 44). Horcover, despite the
tonacity of his o.r!DO'Ured divisions" it \7as evident that the "thin skin"
of German infantry contained a Good doal of lou-crado material from,
the south of France (Bist Sec File, AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/L/F: 2 Cdn
Inf Div Int SUl!Ir:lary !lo. 4, 18 JUl). fly thc morning of the 19th, the
general area VAUCBf~~ - UONDEVILLE - GIBEnVILIE was in Canadian
hands, and. a. .:;eneral mine-clearance and mopping up took place. 9 Cdn
Inf Dde took over the area FAUBOURG de VAUCELIES, relievinc: Reeina
Rif in the northern part. R. 1,'/pr; R1f and 1 C. Scot R. (? Cdn Inf
Me) roached COR1.iELLllS by 2ate aftel'noon (1?45 hrs). The efforts
o:f divisional 0neineers to brides the aanal U-TlQ r 1vcr nc.ar HEROUVILIE
had to be temperarily abWldoned owing to enemy shell fire, but the
riOrk vms subsoquently resumed.

104. Meanwhilo, on the r1(lht flank of S Cdn Inf Div, 2 Cdn Inf
Div continucd their advance. on tho night 18/19 JUl, 4 Cdn Inf 3de
took LOUVIGilY and by the follo.-,!nc eveninr; 5 Cdn Inf Me had captured
FL!;1!ilY-SUR-ORllIl, tho hiBb. ground (0262) and IPS, in anticipation
of 6 .edn Inf I3de"'" advance to\7ar1s ST A-lIDRE :iUR (!lIm and ffiOTEVAL
FAID.! ..Jh1ch took place on the 2Cth (Bist Sec I'ile AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/
F Folio I: Slmmwr3 of Oos and Activities 2 JUI - 22 JUI 44; also
AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/e/F, Folio I: Report for July of 2 Cdn Pd lUst Sec,
2 AUG 44). Unfortunately, altho~ 6 Cdn Inf Dde captured ST PllDHE
SUR OR!!E, \7!th B1'..AUVOm FARH, VllllRmRllS and the hi::;h r;round 0460, en
immediate counter-attack by tnfnntry ana tanks drova back the centre
battalion (S. Sask R.) \7ith heavy easualties and forced the Essex
Scottish(\7ho Vlerc under co=nd) to yield i,-round. On 21 JUl, R. de
Uais occupied BASSE, and on the follOWing day, ETAVJ\UX, thus
conforming to a successful attack on ~MLTOT by 43 Div on the riGht
flank. But thc Germans continued to counter-attack furiously,
espccially at ST JlllDRB SUR ORID':, using their armour \.Uh abandon,
end incrollsing their air ~mpport. In view of the enemy I B concentrat1on
of strongth and his possession of C01JUlUlllding Gl'"OtUld, neither 4 mr
5 Cdn Inf Bdes had achieved any spectacular advances, and thanks to
the s~1ft appearance of unexpected enemy armoUl'3 6 Bda failed
completely to consolidate its objectives (Bist Sec File ABP/2 Cdn
Inf DiV/C/p Folio Ho. 1, op. cit. ).

105. lleanvmile, in the contre, 8 Corps (consist~ of three
armoured divisions) continued to make proeress in the direction of
BCURGUEBUS. fly '1600 hrs on 19 Jul, 11 Arrnd Div, acainat stiffening
enemy q:>position, reached the goneral area =T FOLm -- llRAS,
follo\1ed by Ods JI1'l:ld D1v rJhich reached the area CIlGilY - FREllOUVILIE
OO11e 7 Armd D1v finS occupying the general area SOLIERS -- FOUR.
on the left, 3 Brit Inf Div, attacking touards TROfu1U had "~rked
south to the Genoral area Sl:IlVILIE -- TROARl1 W.D., B.Q., 3 Cdn Inf
Div, Int S~ry Ho. 23: 19 Jul 44;. also, Hist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn
Inf Div/C/F Polio I: S=S!'Y of Operations, 1 J\\l to 31 JUl 44.
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lOG. On 20 Jul, 9 Cdn Inf Bda vas ordored to ralieva 11 Armd
!liv in the al'ea iJl1AS -- lWBilllT-FOLm -- SOLD;r1S, (J Cdn Inf Bde
assumi..n(; rorponsil:>ility on the 21st for the area GREHTnEVILLE ­
SOLIERS - rCUR - BOOUGUEDUSl 7 Cdn InC Bde remained in reserve in
VAUCEi.LBS ar ...'. COlUiELillS. once pos1tione \'Iare reeorded llS f'irm,
5 Cdn rnr Dio, vias to do a minimum of ,,,,,,min(; and a rna.'timum of rest
and rcorcan!zation in preparation tor fUrther advancos, keeping in
reserve at least one brigade (Rist sec File AEF/3 Cdn rnr Div/C/I,
Folio lIZ (d): Ops Instruction 19 Jul; see also fIJ':F/5 Cdn Inf Div
/C/F, Foll" I: 51lnanory of Ops, 1 Jul - 51 Jul 44). 2 Cdn Inf Div
Vias orc'dro.:l to hold its present sround with three infontry _
battn~ lont. -and. one armoured recimont. Meanwhile a Corps was ordered
to r:.oreollizo its armour fa th infantry holding.

'J7. Tho o:f:fensive had achieved only a limited break-throullh,
but in the werda o:f a l1:u' O:ffice s=ry it yielded "subst=tial
dlvl~end3 by firmly securin~ tho lett flank of' tho Allied bridge­
head ~U1d by continuine; to contain practically tho 'ilhole woicht of the
GerJ:lWl .'U'mourn (4/Gcn APprcc/S, op. cit. , July 1944.

lOB. For almost n ueck after 19 JUl, bad ~eather restricted
air operations end con:!'ined the Dritish-Canedian armoured force. to
metalled roads, thus prevent1ne a."1y further substantia.l advQ..TJ.cGs.
Apart :from the :fact that this enforeed halt enabled the cnel!lY to
brine up more o.rI:1Our c.nd artillery, the pause vms woloome since it
pormitted the heavy L~s to bo moved across the ORlffi. Dy the night
of the 20th, 2 Cdn ~G.R.A. had already crossed the river; 8
A. G.R.A. :followed on the 21st. On that same day, 3 Cdn InC Div
reJieved 7 Armd Div and established contact on the left with 145
Dde o:f the 51 (Iliehlnnd) Div which in turn relieved the Guards
Armoured Division. It rlas arrBn{';ed that both the Guards and 7
Jlrmd l>iv should coma under cOllllllOIld o:f 2 Odn Corps, the projected
Corps ll.'tis continuin{; along the line CAEl! - FALAISE (,1.0., 2 Cdn Fd
Rist Sec, 21 Jul 44). While holdin{l tho cround already {';llined 2 Cdn
Corps was eiven the task 1n conjunction with 12 Corps o:f clearinC
the valley o:f the R. omm as :far a. ST. !llTDllll SUR Om-IE in preparation
:for a further thrust soutlmards (W.O., Army Ops Loe lIain 1l.Q., First
Cdn Army: 22 Jul 44).

OPERATIO!! "5pRIIlG" - TIlE ABOR~IVE TlmUST UP THE CAEU ­
FALAISE ROAD

109. L10anvlhlle a confer.nee o:f 22 Jill had :finalized the next
operation, II Sl'RIiTG" , rJb1ch was sohoduled to bOGin on 25 Jul, thus
openinG the third tlajor phase of the tlOnth's operations. Th. :first
object o:f t~ts operation was ~~e creation by tno in:!'antry divisions
of a cop through. rJh10h two orI!lOured divisions should "broak", to
seize the high eround south o:f CAE!! in the area°l'O,ITJ::llAY-ill ll>\llUIOlT
- RO<\UAllCOUllT - LA llilUY'.:P.E (0358 - 0558 - 0856). Thence it '7ae
planned to clear the eastern flnlli< by the capture o:f the woods,
1060 - 1160 - 1159 - 1059, ann further exploit BOuth,mrds dOng the
road C!\Eif - FALAISE (ri. D., 2 Cdn Fd Rist Sec, 23 July 1944). 2 Cdn
Corps \70S to undertake the task '7ith 2 Cdn :rnr !liv on the ri(lht and
3 Cdn In:!' Div on the le:ft. The Guarns and 7 !Irmd Div. were under
commend, tOGether uith 27 .'U'nd ade :from S Brit Div. In support,
2 Cdn Corps had 2 Cdn, Sand 8 A.C.,R.A. as rlell ns part 0:f-4. It
was arranged that 8 A.C.R.A. and 27 Armd Dde should be stationed"
behind 3 Cdn Inf Div to secure the le:ft :flank o:f the corps (ibld;).

110. TIle operation was to be carried out in two principal
phases. One, the capture o:f the line WIY-SUll-ORlIE -- VUlRIERES -­
TILLY LA Ctil!PAG!lE, to provide the armoured divisions uith .. ~od
asaenlbly c.ren and storti.'1e line; t\70, the cnpture of tho line
FOiiTElTAY ill i!ARlnOE - ROQUlu!COlJRT,Z'Ollo'7ed by the seizure of the
Cro.me9p11 £cature !lear LJ\. BRUYEREo Divisional tasks vlere arra."lGed
as follo\'1s: on tr..e richt, dourine phD.se one, 2 CWl Inf Div with 2
Cdn Ar:nd Ode (loss one reciment) under co""".and would oapture the
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'line 1!AY-SUR-ORIIF. -co V"ZlliU3..TffiS. On the left, :3 Can Inf Div ':iould
occupy pI:-..rx LI!. CJ\1·fPAG:rr::c. In phtU10 trTOj 2 Cd:1 rnr Di"" 'r.'Ould capture
the ground FOll'..t.1:l'r.,y LEi r.:l\wac:r -- nO(~UAUCOHRT, follo,;.'inc r:r..ich 7 f\rmd
D:Z.v would BO t}u~cu::..il 'co ta:m ::;ho high 6!'(,)und arounq LA 3.!1UY1ffiEo It:
1 Armd Div ~~"'Src t.ucccsE.f.ul. 3 Gdn Inf Div rtao to 1;10'\1"0 up to capturo
GAnCELIZS - SE~tUl:;VILLE.

1110 At 800 hl'o, 23 Jul, a havasainc procra~o had already bo-
iJW1 nG·lir..:~t enemy [:tm" rr:or-c3.r and other ponitlons. By nidniGht of
the 24th" tr...o attack ba.ttl\lio~s of' 2 Cdt! L"lf' Div and tho lfth 11.S.
:i::"crhro o£ 3 Cdn Inf D1;v l:.oved up to t.'lko po:.i tion bch1.nd the start
!;.ne, ST ,\KDJ-:E SiJ:: l;Hir~ _ HlP.3:.IDT LA POLIS. At 2130 }-~a, modiunl
bomboru h;'"~d attacked tho i'OI'Ot't ~oUth"01l3';; of BOl;~GlJEBHS, droppinti
hoc.v-y c9ncentratio:lo of \ybich 50 per ce:1t wore. ti.r.1od to oxplode at
0630 Ill'S on the morrow (Hist Soc File IlEF/:; Coo L'l1' D1v/c/F 1'0110
II; IloLe:l.la..'1 Rr)por·c, JUly J.914). In l'oturn the: enemy raided tho
assombly .Jrea3, um.n~ llc)1t and ant1....pornonnel bor.tb~ which cut most
or 3 Cdn J~VIS line co~unlcntion8.

112. At 0330 &5 on tr..c 'Tc:-nL"1[; ·0£ tho 25th, nth liaS. fIir;hrs
advanced iJn TILr."Y TJI Cp:'rfl(EiL in conjunction with 2 Cdn Inf Div on
their rl&lt. ni\l..t:J..fic~.al rr.conl1:-h"i;1l in i;l1e forn of cC3rchlir;hta
'....aD v,sod ·;0 r::nrk the \Vuy and to h11.nd· the cnesy but it ml.:J n6 t as.
3UCCOS3.f'u:. OD hU<l been hapod C"/.D4 ~ G.3. J lIo(~. ~ Gem Tni' Div, 25 Jul
44)0 NovJrthclo3o, by 0000 hrn thc·battali9n had cnto~od TILLY LA
CA~7Pft.G~'rr.: lod for a t1~c ~oel'?".od likely ~~O OOCUI'C it. But in tho faco
01' dotorrt:.nvd ronistnnco by f:€It'l:13l1 infantry, tnnlw, anti-tonk {;lIDS
and mo..... ta... s, t~e~: W!3r~ :::oon on t..'I1.c dcfen~1vc, and on the follo\·Tinn;
day wo~o :orcod to w1thdrn~ despito suppo~t fron1 3 zquadron o£ 7
t\!'Tl~l Div 1.nd 2? Cdn Armd Re~t. 1.."'1 vie'..' of this seri.ous check" the
8.rn:oU!' hal nc cho.r.co to ~~Gl.k ou~.

113 0 On the rir)1t, 2 CCln ll\.f Div imd tfJ<en possession of MAY
S\Jll ORNE (Calc lliC!ll's) end VillRIElll~S (R.ll.L.I.) Ylh.tle 7 IIrmd D1v
had CO:'"(13 lnto p05it1cn on tho ntart lino roady to opon PhU30 II~

Unh.!!.ppl1y, as a consequonce of' stif'i'cning rc::iiGtance 011 the part
of encmj~ L"1fantr:; n't! i'jcll as hull-down ta.."I'lks,. gUl."1.3 and mortars, the
adv.:-Ulco did net jJr0t,;rsGs r.n~ch moro thrUl hol£ £l r.tl1e. All tho
e~fort3 of 7 Armn D~v (22 Arr.6 Ode) c~d & Cen inf ude (R.Il.C.) to
broak throUGh \·/cro or no avui). AGO:' st st-!'ollG oncmy eountcr­
attockn J ~ffortD~o reach objcctivsn el~lcr failod to Get stnrtod
0::" (a:J in the ca,:;c of R. do !of als trying for POHT..::riAY) were held up
by enc':1IY arm~ur, gun!; MeA. infantry be-f'are thoy developed momentum.
Wist Sec FHe AEF/:; Cdn Int: D1v/c/F 1'0110 II, July: :5 CeL'1 Inf Dlv
Roport on Op uSrRIUG': J 25 Jul 44}... 'fho 'BriGade Wor Dinry ccntaina
&. grim note ·aith rospoct to tho Bla.ck rJatch (H.H.C~) II. ".tho riflo
coya Got onl~' as far as the ridee ovorlooking tile to·,m (ll"Olnr::W'.Y L1~

1.t1RllIOlT) "hon thdY eerne under very heavy i'1ro end $0 far are
ftrn:tss1ngu. n To...", days later tl:oro tlllD ~till !:o nO\'l3 or the r.1Gsine
companies (l,l.D., H.~., 5 Cdr.. Inf' Bdc" 25 and ~7 Jul 44) ..

114. By tho 26th, 2 Cdn Inf D1v (R. Re6t C.) had been forced
bac!{ frorr MAY. f·UR ORi~E and ROQUAI1COlo'RT" sufforing hea'rJ ce.su.eltics.
Almost all tho cains made durine Phllt1e I were '\'!iped out, and tho
CB-'1adian~ with thsir backt\ to the River OREE \'1ore SUbjected to
cOl1tinuou~ and inton3c shell1.:'1C, 0:JpGci"l11y on t.h(l exposod right .
flank (>I.D., 2 C:Jn Fd 111,t Sec: 2G J\l 41).

115. Under cheno cl.!'curastllncen 2 Coo Corp3 bad to content ito
self ·..iitl: ho2.din..s: tho r;.rOUi1.d [:aincd on tho first clay; tho line
VERRr~aEt - S'2 i'~~::DnE ~UR ORilE ·",1103 to be hold at all cast~. F'or the
ti.,"'l.e bcit:~ the role r:aD dc:ren~·.i.vc, and any thoU,i:~ht of' ombarldne on
further stnGo3 of the oper:l.t~.Ol1 17110 co: ~pletcly a.bandonod (W.O.. ,
G.. S., H.C:. :3 Cem Inf'Div: 2(; Jul 44). Opol"'ation II::;PRmC Il had faIled,
but it h£d ac~tcvod ona erld. l~ forcing the cne~ to concentrate tho
buJ.!.\: of }-.l.:i.t, armou!' on one front., t..lJ.e Hriti:Jh had uGa.in onabled the
fL.'"'lCI'1cc.nr to i;~ko the of1'en8ivo west of: str. IsO ",hence they elI'ovo
rapidly towo.:.....do COli?~rCE3", G..... 'JRAy unc ImE1IAL.. Indeed, tI~l'llI!!G~:, as
wa ha,e ~oticed, uns but one olement in tll0t groatGr project wnich
bad a"t::sorbed the attention of 21 !\rrTJ Group since the initial asst-.ult
on 6 ~\ln~ T.l0 Canadluns ',oro delayed for over a month oofo:-o ta.king
CAEN, but. 't..'13:e; vitQ.! cor::.r:lunicnticn centre abcorbO? tho Gerrl.:m ~ou.r
iI'!"os1.3t:',bly. In the ','fords 0;:'"" Genornl Biuon..'1owor ' ••• tho arca t.:1.£i..t
v:c had" ~;hst ml~ m03t valuablQto him (tho oner.ry) 'NilS CAml; Qver;y
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f'oot of 5Tound ho loot at CAE:N '·"as liko lO!li~ t0f! r:11103 anywLero
e:Lae~ II 0 II (H1~;t Sec Filo mIAEF,/Prcss. Conferences: Pross Conference
of GenDral Dw1aht D. Eioenhowor" 31 AUG 44). l).-ll'i nr,: this pro(.~e6s
oi' E\ ttrition_ tho P1rst U. ti ° lrrrrry f'ound i.t S oppor't11-rti ty to broalc
throur;h on tho ri3ht f'lank. By tho and of' .July thiD ':broo.k­
through ll \'lUS accompl:tshod. The Americans had reached hVRJilWHES and
had pnshed Wlcir ~~3tcrn flank 30 milo~ do~m the coast~

REST ArID RLORGANIZATION

1160 Meanvlhlle, on 28 Jul it tlaS announcod that 0 Cdn Int.' D1v
would bo w1thdrsvm from tho line for approximately ono week to re­
equip. 4 Cdn ArJil.(l D:l.v, pItt!) 4 Brit AI'nrl Bde, (\'/h1ch had como under
command 2 Cdn Corps on tho 28th) took its plQco. 4 Cdn Ar~d Div, only
rec'ently a.rrived in !l'ranco. con:::istou of 4: Cdn Ar!!1d Dde unO. J.O Cdn
Inf' Bde w1th 7 Cdn Recco RGgt under command.. 10 Can Inf Bdc took
ovo!' t..l-J.o area DRAS .. HUl3i:!1T FOLIE ,... BOURGUEEoUS, wlrlle l! Cc1n l.r-mu
Bdo occupied tho lino SOLIEl1S - FOrn - GREllTlDWII,U;;, 15'J 31 JU1,
3 Cdn Inf D1v BJld 2 can imnd Bdo w'ere back in thQir ra::it nroa.,
COLO/;UlY SUR 'rlIAON -- VILLOIW U>S DUISSONS - CAIRON -~ 'fHAOli,
Uta.kini3 stockll • ils3imilatiIlL') relnforcernent3, tino lrol~eanizin[? train";'
ing far the DO"t crQck at tho Boche" (H1at Sec File AEF/3 Cdn In1'
Div/C/F Folio II, McLollan Report, 31 Jul).

U7. During thin t:\mc :2 Cdn In1' J)iv reliovod 7 ."l'llld Div in it.
O\Yl1 3cctor~ . The front was no",' held by 2 Cdn In!' D1v OIl the rj.cht
und. 4 Cdn Armd Div with 18 Cdn ll.rl!ld C" RoCt under cor.;rnunc1 on tho
left" Despito the massing of stron,~ enemy forcos and ~.;hc throat oi"
renewed counter-att.!lck... 2 Cdn COl'pS '.'las able ·co consolidate and t·::>
begin plamllng to!" the major thr'u~t down thG CAmI .. FALAlf~B :'o9.d
{W.D.. , O.S.. , IIoqc 2 Ccln Corps, 30 .rul 44)0

1180 HO\rever! beforo the l&un0hine of this enterprise, vfl1inh wa3
to provo so il:1pOrlJant a turninrr point in the v1c1;o!'loun Batt.le of .
lrormnndy. First Cdn krm:y came into beln,s as an operct:lonE11 formati01.1,
embracirig all Canadian troops in tho northK>\'/oat EurOpOUll theatre 01"
operations" The process of building up h~d b~en a',ralonged ano.
On 14 Jun. Tactical H.Q. left for tho rnarshBlli~~ area a~rl a~rivod

in France 011 the 17·l;h tnld.ng up quartez'3 on thD followinG day in
AMBLffi .. ua quiet villago vrit~h rlhitc stone buildines und nnr.poi"!
streots which forced an elaborutt3 track plan on Arrhj 1I.Q.:. \I (VloD~.

CoS .. , H.. Q.. First Cdn Army, June 19/14; and O~IO cit!' a:)pendicoB 62
and 69). At 2400 hrs on the 19th, Uain and . car n:Q. wcro closed
in th~ United Kingdom and at the sruno l':l.>m~nt opened (theoreticalJ,y)
at AiSBLIEo On 21 Jun Up.'1 Shift of' tho hoa.dqtlarter~ .!Jte.ff plocpar.ed
to leavo f'or N01"'mo.ndy but, due to violent wea'tihcr .. 21 ..~rmy Group
postpcncd the r1l.9V0o;. A tentative (lat.e. 5 JU1, ''fas then t:lot \'lhich was
again pOfltponcd to 10 JUlc Finally, on 21 Junf it wan aPJ10unced that
.further movos would 'be delayod :indefinitoly, Ifnct'ilcal H..Qc rer.lu1ning
in Franceo As a consequance, on 26 Jun Main and Rear H.Q.. Yloro
closed' on the continont at 0001 ill'S and 0 t the ~JB.rr.e moment reopened .
at !-fEAb!....1'.,»y CCURT, LF.i\'i'lr~R[fEfUJI Surrey, thus br1.!1i...'1r...::::: to fi.."1. end It ,'1.1:
Sh1f1., ~ lone oojourn in tho nll3.r.nhal1l!111 area. (\'IIOD. t G.3•• l!"C". First
Cdn Arloy, Juno 1914). Noi; u"t11 24 Jul did "A" Shift occupy I,lain H.Q,
at ArJ3tn:;,. and .unll Shift wan not landed until thei 28th (r~., July
19M) • ,
119. Undoubtedly the lialc~ of 19..26 JUl1 \'/ero x'copon~,llble i'Ol~

thG orlEina1 decis10n to lrphose baclrll the First Cdn f\.rm'Y; and 9

more important in th(;) long x'un .. they were a contrlhut.tne; factor
1n 51ov/:l..I1[! dc-vm opcri1t;1on~ and thus dolayinc; the ezpansion 01" the
bridGehead and the capture of CAF.~. rP.he dccinivo ii1£lue~cc in
postponing the 36tt;illg-Up ·of Army n.Q.o \'las that of f!11ding npano
within the nnrrow coni'inod of the lWRJ,uuTVY so.l:J.ent. tI G ... the ex­
tant of the bridcohcad and its physical cnp~city to hold nOl"e troop~

and oquipment. contribut;od the l!1ajor :?ortion of' the (~on3ide~o.t:tons
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influent-ing ~ho COmJ1iunae:r In Chief in hill oee1s1ons l1 (H1et ~.ee
P11e AUP!PL-,t edn ~rrr.ylo!p 1"011 0 110 0 I: !l1gl1l1g\\t. 0.' lu:lm1nloer o

etlon, 24 ~¢!J 14) ~ Sheer lac:.k or room made 1. t d elrobl0 "to ~_vo td
ent.umbf!rins the are 1'11th eddl tloncl &omlnl:str:1ttve ;?tr:::C-':'lol s....,d
thoir pD~aph~rr~liB. while at the snmO tlme~ th~ toc~ie¥l ~:~ua~i~~

u:adc it neec~sory to dls£~~8rk troop~, wcopo~~. emmunitlon and
t'luppl1t1!!i ~ Thin !'(.Iqu'.l'"Oinent no urally wae given priOl'ity toe th-e
originCll pl&n of l\lettlnp; '..11) A.rm~ R.Q" flr,t hod to b$ jcttl.one6~

fi{\wo~!.rs by 27 Jun, 21 Army Gr-O\~P (',,:.'ore b~lng 1!:1Jlf.t:dll to deoAp8teh ,u;-'dit ...
ionnl formJ\tioIl:!- to r:ro.nc$ :.\3 quicYJ.y aD PO~:i ible Q (.n(~ liS ..... 0 hGlVt' notilJdd g

l{eadqu~rtors 2 edn Cor93, Z Cen 7nf Div l.me :,,?pl·opr~£te Qlement~ O.r <":'Jt'pc
end J\~r:1:" troO~6 ero8:lud t"e Chmncl eprl y 1 n July (ib~h

1200 ~eenWhi1e. on 2~ Jul, 1 Erit Corp~ hed co~e unrlcr commanc
pr Plrvt eM Jl.rmy. whll";h ~n that clGl' took 0\10r th Cl-l.nt6t'n cOQ~tul

"ectol" of th~ f::iridp':~heDc bet\'l¢er~ CI\EN ttnd CYJISTRElIAM,) .At- 1200 hrt!
on 31 Ju3 44~ 2 Cvn Corpa likcw10c cu~e under c~lsnd and R"~o

l"'lr:st Celt'). Art"J',Y t-O('lk 0"'(';1' t1-,e CM~N areA. 0 'l'he tl'arl::zJ.'cr YiO_ welcomed
by B!"1tieh ()nc! Cenadjrns el1kc; ~'6t l~ 1$ w£!.rroine to rend In 2. Cdn
CC1"PC, 01cry'

lihll!:: the.roe 1s 3utl:. ruction lr.. becO:r.1nc1 p.:lr't of.:
t'i!"ot Cdn Army. the.:.'O wtll b(' genu1:ie r~rret

l.n EQ. 2 Cdn Ccrp~ (It lcovin£:, Sc-conf: Brit i\.rr;ny~

2 eM Cor'pe rQlut10ns wIth S,ucond Brit {Ii'my lind
other corps of t.hat 1'lOn hS'we been excellent Bnd
while we le~rnec much fro~ thBm we ro~,d our
iden~ nnd rnethoao or workinG 31rency fltted th6irl
surpr1s1nr1y '&l~ll 0 Three some'rnnt complicated
plsns w¢~o rn~de ~Ld c~r~ied out with a ~lntmu~ or
funs end no sorious h1tchee~

(r:.D, j G.S .. g E .Q .. 2 Cdo Corps: 31 Jul 44)

l~' 0 To 3UnJ up, it mey b3 Itc.i-d that opes,'otio:1o in Jul:r hed
opened the ~a1 for the rr~jor be~tle whose object wns iln~~ly to
do~troy th~ Ge~An ft~my.. Thet tnlk had ~lreQdy baen well b~gw <

A~ lsl;e 9,0 22 Jul 11 the i{ rmRndy b8ttle arclI VlSS still oeecrlbCtri S8
D bridg~h~Bd; by t~c eno of the month g the U.S, A~r W~~ &nteling
Brittany rune prepa~lng to turn 'he G~rm£n lineo Noreover~ ~lthQugh

the e~emy w•••till fighting • dote~w1nod battle .outh of CAb~ -
II the. pi'lot on W'lh1ch the whol~ 04" th~1r forces in Normandy dep~nc~du
.. '1.1 10::;80.3 hod ha~m hCDVY (U~lJt See 1;"11£: hE;P!Z Con Corps, "lr.'IJ'lled1ete
Report lt on Op~r~tlon "T01'ALIZ.£u ~ 7-9 Aug 44) 0 By ~l Jul~ out ot A
tota.l of 28 divl111ons. 1u.-::ltldin~ eight panzer d:""'Y·l!'lons,. in th'.s battle
Q,o:>ca, two i.'f::re be11c·/erl t.o h&ve been ci~bandfld .!\5 result of hoavy
loaso3, t:ivc 1.'Ie!'c rcpri:sonteti only Cb romnsnt~ of the or1r:lne.l .. end
at le£l::tt '13. J:"u1"'thel' ~U hod aU.fff'l:"sd lievore cQ:i1\laltles. l:..oraovo:lr. the
mUklng ot' 3rittony (not to opesk of thc 8outhel'n province.) for
l'vin,t':;,,!'cEsments hlld OGen cGI'riLlr) to 8 u£lnt,:erou:!l. extrell16 g ue tho'
~we~p'n~ Am~~icon advance WD~ ehortly to tbDtlfy; henceforth, any
fresh re~arves ~ere ~lmont ecrtsln to b~ or~un tro~ the region ncrth
or the River SEINE {C.~.HoQ. Fl1~ 4/aen Apprcc!3: Gene~al Not~ on
Opcf'.3t1ona, 0E.' cit~. War Of.f1cc. July 194.4.).

lZ~ Yet it we.:!. 6CJeent1al thct the Germe:ls hold the FAL'US.E:
arca, end the I.:J:'El9enee of 1 S.S. ~nd 12 s. ..S. p~ D1vs on too Canadian
Ccrp3 .front aouth of CAr:~ toctll'lcs to the earnestne-an of' 1;001 r
1ntontion~ Fortunately for ttc Cen~diDnSg the enomy W6r~ not etrong
in Inl'£ntry .. Q..l1.d tho srr'l..vEl'l of 1 Cdn t-rmd 'Dlv ~ ~ll as 1 Fo11~h

Arn,; D1v pr·:rW'1dcd the neee3!H\ry !!rmour for the 11"1ve on F.tLAISE; (8 Fug)
snu tt.~ pt'e~Qretlon of the fJpALA ISE poc!{et l' :!'Ol~ the dt\struct1on of the
Go~~an Sev~nth Army~

12.:}' Thll:' I"ElF0r-t; ,'lt10 ber.m. by Capt. 'Poh.• tIu."1tor, R.. C.A q end
conp:tete<i and revised by MajoI' G~So Grsh!1.!n:) a.,n List ..

(j!O~I-~...--
(C.of' ,: Sto;.ce"
1i1~tc~ 01flcer.

CAIIP",.;)""l",f""N"-,l@'-'J~Y HEI,I> 01\P.T',;t;S_



·,':lS"'01'1"- ·~."'-fal"'1£;{ F'orce'" Cor::m":i.sL"1'· 1mo Assault 1nd
£-).2 F'olloy-Up T.lor~0s, ··:lo~l':;i.nG ~}::.th P1,,,srU.S. :'1rrrry.

r.:'" 9'"cr~' Iro.vn.l 'l'fl3:r Parce - Cor::prisinc tbre£, f.ssauli; anei
0'.:0 FolI0·-1-Up ror~0s, ·'-1Orl.:lnc- ·.nth Scnon.c:-Ll"i·;;irJ'l l\rIrr'"Ju

- ... "·til U..S. Corps --

4
32

101

u.s.
F;S.
l 'II ~}.

Inf'an~;ry

Al:>hornG
"irborne

Divicivn
J)ivinion
Divinlcn

UR:

i:otc:

[th u.n. Corps --

1 lI.. S. Inf'rmi;r-3' Division
29 U.S. Infantry Plvision

l'our ;tf!!1Got' ·{:l1:;;talions

£2£212.d "'l"i -etoh t, £!':?1l. -., 1st Corps

:3 Gnnad:J.l111 Infantry Division
3 British Infantry Dlv:i.sion
1 :1.S. DriGD.c1o
4: :j.B. Bricade
6 .'\.irborns Division> J.o as ,\irlnnclinn Urigado

. "0"' C_rO cJ..,n orps-'"

50 l~itlsh Division

_.. Ar~; Troops --

1 .\8Gl:'_ult ~ricade r{.E.
30 .1r1.'iO red :3rig:l1c (Plnll)

StrJt'JCi.c ;y> :'orces •. under (iI·oction of General E:isenhotre:"'o
!:oc Jnd "'-r.it.ieh r; c-ctic;:l I\ir Forco.
l::tn.;h U.. s. r::actical L":.r T'orce.

-------------------

r~bOIO or'de of 1-xttlc a~ dlo':m in c.: .H.q.. file ~/rr·en
.l:?!r"'c:;/~;: C~nl)r::l ~f;. '~e on Oporn.tion:.- Iecueu by f:.. .. C. I.
e.:·" (~or .ti~:ns):t ,;t.:.~ Ji'riC8" .rune, 191~D r(~1is Qrdel'"
c; ~a·~·~lo·'_oco not e:.:;m1d "Co ~_ndepondon't l.rt"!ot:rod
bri:nc.>s, ,mch a: ~; ( n .\!"·nd ndo which pn;:...ticipa7cd un:ler
CO~"-)hlFl of 3 C:Jn In£ )iv. Uy wn.y of rUi_"':;~)cr nToll)nament to tho
':.bovc ::-cco· ... c, ;cl1"~lO!l r:;c!'~·- be r~l!.de ':';h::-t 'i;he 6th A·h·l~n~lin~~ :"1rl~~adG:J
Ci.' ;;11.0 _r:i ;:i.dl Gth /I.~..::,bornc Divioion, did -,:ctu,.'111y partic::'pato
in eho r:sft::ul';; ~"l1 aDa, less one baG'calion ',1hich \1r.S 3cabornee-
(/110 !.~l.i.{.c:"J of tLls - '?i -nno l1Qdo n $1"CCO:331'111 l:1ncJ:inc near
1',ln"1 "lIDS': at 2100 1113, 6 Jun 410



•
APPEllDIX "8"

GROUPING OF FORCES (29 JON 44)

FIRST U.S. AR!.IY SECOND BRITISH ARMY

Army Raser~G

101 Airborne Div

5 U.S. Corps

2 Armd Div
1 Inf Div
2 Inf Div

7 U.S. corps

4 Inf Div
9 Inf Div

79 Inf Div

B U.S. Corps

83 Inf Div
90 Inf Div
52 Airborne Div

19 u.S. Corps

5 Armd Div
29 Inf Div
30 Inf Div

.!J.S. TOTALS

2 Armd Diva
9 Inf Divs
2 Airborne Diva

50 Armd Bele (Flail)
55 Armd Bela

1 Corps

5 Cdn Inf Div
5 Brit In!' Div

51 Inf Div
59 Inf Div (Part)

6 Airborne Div
2 Cdn ArlIId Bde

27 ArlIId Ede
71 Inf Edo (ox 53 Inf Div)

1 S3 000
4 SS Bele

8 Corps

II ArlIld Di-,
15 In!' Div
43 In!' Div

'1 Armd Bele
51 Tk Bde
32 Gds Inf Bd. (ex Gd~ A=d Div)

12 CorEs

53 In!' Div (1888 one bde)

30 Corp'!

7 Armd Div
~9 Inf Div
50 Inf Div

8 Armd Ed..
56 Inf Bde

BRITISH TOTAW

2 Armd Dive
9 In!' Divs
1 Airborne Div
5 Armd Bela~ (Indap)
1 Armd Ede (Flail)
1 Tk Ede (Indep)
2 Inf Bdea
2 55 Bdee

GENERAL NOTE ON OPERATIONS ISSUED BY A.C.I.G.S.i9&WTtO!§ »)'i'¥ O'PP¥~ 3M' 1944 (C .M.n.li. File,
en APprec 3); amen e on asl1iOf order of Battle,

War Office, 29 Jun 44



•
l l OTAL CJl~!!ArIAH A~''iY CASUALTIiS - lWRl1AIIDY BNl'fl'Lr ARFA
( as reparteo to ()vcrsoas CQ...'1odian J:ccords Orfice ,LounmH

.
Reported from 6 JUn 44 until 2359 hrs 5 Aug ~

,
Or.riC'ers Other Renks

Killed 140 1'740

Died of Wounds 43 552

~"!ou.."1ded - 4'75 6949

;~issine 64 1248

P.O.W. 5 58

'725 1054'7

(The above ficures reprosont, very Gonerally, casualties
for the period trG~tod in thG present report - 6 Jun ­
31 JUl 44.)

Reported from 6 JUn 44 until 2359 hrs 24 Jan 44

Officers Other Banks

lUlled - 40 456

Died of rlOWlds 5 65

·.iounded 129 1623

Missing 40 '72'7

P.O.Y1. - -
214 2871

(The above figures ~fror a general inGicatlon of
the casualt.ies suffered by :; Cdn lnf Div and attached
troops in tho openin('; phaso of the campei(lll, although
<tn oxact "cut-off date" cannot be Given).

(C •.J.f1.Q. Records Office -Statistical
Report of Casualties "l" .A. It, Appendix
to "All Lists).



TJISmr,DIOlf:-

.-. :~.D.lI.q. (D.ll.g.j (3)
c.r;.Il.'-. (lUst) (2)
r:~O.C.-in~C. ~irst· Cdn Arcy
Cdn l:u'l'ul I.:::'nsicn Overseas (Ha··-,J. "ecorde: )
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G.C. 2 Can ~d Hist'~oc
Listor "-eel .:lection, ":Jar Cahinot f- crotsri .;
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oTOUFFREVlu.E

--­SANNE~7'''_

BANNEVILLE I
LA CAMPAGNE
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",ILII " " ~o

ST. ANDRE-SUR-ORNE
\

Sf ANDRE DE fONTENAY

: SITUATION 3 CDN INF DIV
.Jt}I,::~'.I': ;~( ~ 2200 HRS 11J\JN44.;..;:.:.......::.:~

,_ J "I~
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~~~
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