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| FEB 121945
Operation "OVERLORDY" and ita Sequel: Canadian
Participation in the Operations in NHorthelest p
Europe, 6 Jun = 31 Jul 44 (Proliminary Report).
Lo This rnport is a strictly pral;minary outline of the

aarly opoerations of the Canadian component of the Allied Force

whilch began landing in Normandy in the early hours of € Jun 44,
and which since that time has liverated a great part of western
Europe from German domination.

2s The brief suwmary hoere prosonted is designed merely
to. serve immediate reference purpcass and toc provice a Toundation
for morec detailed study of the omerations at s later time. I is
vased upon the most readily avallable sources of Information,
1ncludinp particularly the memoranda received from officers of

. Noe 2 Canagian Fiold Historical Section, which is opcrating in
the theutre cf war concernod. o attompt has been madeo to extiaust
21l documentary sources and in particular comperatively little
use has been made of unit War Diaries, the full exploration of
which must await the preparation of a more detailed narrative.

Je This report desls with the opening phases of the
oporationa: fLrom the assanlt on 6 Jun 44, in wvhich 3 Cdn Inf Div
played an important part, until 3 Jul; the dats on which H.Qe
Pirst Cdn Army assumed responsibility for the CAEN secter-of

the Lront,

4o Tho operatione here treated wlll almost certainly be
racorded as marking the begiming of the decisive phase of the
Eurcopean portion of the pressnt ware. They rcpresent £he return
of Allled forces to the mainland of western Furope, from vhich
the Pritish armios werc driven in tho early summer of 1940:

the {inel oponing of that "Second Front", as it was popularly if
not quite accurately called, for vhich both £11i0d and enony
countries had so long beoen waiting.

S For Canada and the Canadian Avrzy these operaticns have
hac a special significance, For a long periocd, it will be
rocalled, the main Canadien field arwy was denled action with
the enomy and was limifted To what mipght be termed !garrison duty?’
+ in the British Isles, Apart Crom the raid on DIEPFE (19 Aug 42)
(cf« Reports Nes, 100, 101, 108, 109, 118 and 128) Canadian
military forcea in Murope had no opportunity for large=scale
operatlons until the despateh of 1 Cdn Inf Div to the Hediterranean
for the attack on Silelly in July 1943 (cf. Reports Nos. 126 and
127)s | This was followed by the corncentratlion in that theatrec of
a two~division Cenadian Corpe (1 Cdn Corps, comprlsing 1 Cdn Inf
Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div), which has since distinguished itself in
operations on the IYtallan mainland {¢f., csg., Réport No. 121)
and ati the time of writing is still ongaged ther&. “von aftor
1 Cdn Corps was so committed, however, the greatir part of the
avallable Canadian force {(including H.Qe First Cdn Army, H.Q.
2 Cdn Corps, and 2 Cdn Inf Div, 3 Cdn Inf Div and 4 Cdn Armd Div)
still remained in Britain. Only with tho commencement of
Operation "OVIRIL.ORD" on 6 Jun 44 did the Canadian Army Overseas
come fully to grips with the onemy.
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CONCEPTION AND PLAN-

" 6a The twin German offensives which wore smashed at
STALINGRAD in Russia and at EBL ALAMEIN in Egypt in 1942 representod
the high-wetcr mark of German conguest. Therealter, the onemy was
forced back in spectﬁcular retreats on both fronts, and wes
compelled to develop the purcly defensive conception of the
"Portress of EBurope™. Thus, after three years of bhitter reversos,
the initiative had finally passed to the Allies., Consequently,
the invaslon of .France must bg viewed in the porspoctive provided
by earlier Russian advances in the northern and central sectors

of Eastern Furope, and the steady Allled progresas in Italy which
culminated in the fall of ROME on & Jun 44.

70 Throughout 1942, 1945 and the carly part of 1544, wvhile
in the east the Rugslans were locked in a .grin struggle with the
Gorman armles, continual groﬂaure was being exerted on ths western
allies to open a fullsacale campuign against the enemy In western
Europe., Partly doubtless as-a rasult of this situabtlon Tthe raid
on Dieppe was undertvaken on 19 Aug 42, DBut the multifariouc asw
pects of the planning, the productlon of -speclalized assault
equipment, and the metleulous training of large formatlions in
amphibious operations, which Dieppe had shovn to be 50 neceasary,
delayed the long-anticipated invasion {(eec Report No. 143).
Spgaking in the House of Commons on 2 Aug 44, lir. Winsbton Churchill
salds:

seel WaS opposed Lo making this great invasion
across the Chammel in 18942, and, thereafter, it
was plainly impossible In 1943, owing te our
having chogen the HNediterrancan and to our ama
phibious resources all being concentrated thers

seol do not belleve myself that this vast entors
, prise could have beon executed carllor...Wo had

not the experionce; we had not the tackle. IRut
before. we launched the attack in 1944 we had
made five successful opposed landings in the
Medlterranean, and a mass of wonderiul craft of’
&ll kinds had teen devised by our services and
by our Unlted:States colleagues on the other
5ide of the ocean. : .

(The Times, & Aug 44)

8e "OVERLORDY was the code name given to the military plan
for the Allied penetration of northewcstern France. This plan,
as Time was to show, constituted tho solution to one of the most
difficult and complex problems ever encountered in the field of
combined operations, To conslderations of tide, weather and
concoalment wore added all tho intricate and forbidding problems
involved 1in an attack on a territory which hed beocn effectively
occupled and organized by the Germans throughcout Tour ycars,

O i . The whole Allled operatlion was directed by an American
officdr, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose appointment as Suprome
Commandor, Alliecd Expadltlonary Force, wae anrounced on Christmas
Eve, 1943. Tho area to be assaulted was that portlon of the coast
of Iower Normandy in the viclinlty of CARENTAN, BAYEUX and CAEN.
It was intended that when the bridgehead in NORKAHDY was successfully
consolidated it would be supplemented by another largeo=scale assault
on the south of Prance in the vicinity of WICE and MARSEILIES, The
garly plamning of the coperation was superviged 1n LOEDONW by. a British
officer, ILt.=Gen. B, Morgan, C.B., as "Chief of Staff, Supreme
AlY1ed Commander' (COSSAC). The Primo Minister of the United Kingdom
bas revealed in the House ef Commons that the British - Amerilcan
plaming starff vegan its work, under General NMorgan's direction,
in April, 1943, and that proposals so draftod were finally approved
at the OQueboc Conforence in August, 1943 (ibid.; see also The Times,
7 Jun 44, "How the Invasion waa organized', and cf. Report
" No. 118, paras. 4=5 and 13).
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10e Apart from véry exbensive nawval and air comaitmenia, the
viang for "OVERLORD" involved the initial omployment of two Armice,
The WMirat U,5. Army,; under Liocut=Coneral Omar Bradley, and consisting
el the 7Th and tho 5th U.3. Corps, was to asgsault on the right
flank off the Allied invasilon, nocar CARTHTAN, The task of this foree,
which iIneluded twd airborne dlvisions, was Lo capbure the important

. port of CHURBOURGe On the leoft {lanlk, the Second British Army,
under Liout«General M.Ce Dempaoy, CeBoy DeSeQa, HHale, was to atbtaclk
the French coast on a five-brigade front north of CAIll, betweon
ABTELINS and OUISTRWIAM, . "Their btask was to dovelop the bridegohead
SOUTH of the lino CARN « ST LO and 3Southelast of CAFY in order to
gecure airfield =ites and to protect the Tlanlk of the Firsgt U.S.
hrmy while the latber was capturing CITRPOUREGT (C.1.H.0. File 4/Gon
Lpprec/3: Generel Note on Cporationd, Issued by AeCeleleSe -
{Operations), War Office, June 19544), “

ile Tae Sccond Rritish Arvmy Lformed part of the 21sh CGroup of
Armies, undor tho comand of General (later Picld Hayshal) 8ir
Dornard leunbgoumery, which compriscd the entive Pritish and Canadlien
elemonts concerned in the Allied invasion. CGeneral liontgemery also
had ecommand of the American land forces invelvod untll.l Sop 44.

A8 nobed, tho object of the Socond British Army was Lo protect the
£lank of' the U.3. Torcos, while the latter went ahead with the i
capture of CIFFRBOURG and the Britiany porits. . There was no
inbontlon of carrying oulb any me jor advanco until these ports had
boen securod {Hist Sece Pile ARF/2 Brit Army/C/I: Socond British
Arzyy Oubline Plan, 21 Peb 44). TIn other words, the lmmediaie
obloet of operations was o secure snd dovelop a bridpeheaed south
of the line CAUMONT =~ CALY, and eoubhoast of CANN (Hist Sec ¥ile
ARF/First Cdn Army/C/I, folio Noe ITI(C) Ops Orders "OVIRLCORD":
First Cén Army Qp Order Nurder 1,.23 May 44). Apart from tho
proscale of valusble airficld sites, tho CAUN area woso. a lkuy to
vital enony comnmicabtions, and there, s subseguent evonis wore

to revenl; ho placed the prepondorance of his troops,; including
about twe=-thirds of his armour, -

12, In the Britigh sgsanult forco a strong Canadian elemony

was incorparporated. S Cdid Inf Div, under liajor-General Re.Fsles Kollew,
CeBeflay and 2 Cdn Armd Bde, under Brigadier R.A, Wyman, GC.Balsg '
DeB5e0op HeDep, formed part of 1 Brit Corps in the Second Brlitlsh Army.
It was plenned that Plrst Cdn Army {which wos commanded hy Li.-Cone
{now General) HeDeGe Crorar, CeBes DeSaDe, and was to include ovonbtuall
2 Cdn In? Div, 3 Cdn Inf Div and 4 Cdn Armd Dlv, as well gs Ilmportant
nen=Canadlan elements) should, in the flirst instance, bhe in raserve.
"Having concentrated", in the vwords of its Oporation Order, thls Army
was subscguently to "assumo responsibility for the loftwhand sector

of the br head",

(1) Then, to prepare to adv Faste

{3111} And in all ciroumstances, %o be prépared o defend the Lelt-
: hand sector of the by head egainst the posslible develepuent
of hy and dotermined counter ntbacks. :

{ibida)e

Only after the American objectives in the CHERBOURG Peminsula had
been achieved wore tho Canadians to change thelr defensive role for
an advanco ocastwards It may be noted that not untlil 31 Jul 44 did

HeQe Flrst Cdn Army, which previously had 1 Brit Corps under commandg
taize over command of 2 Odn Corps alfos .

13s In pursuit of this plen, L Brit Corps, with & Cdn Inf Div

on the right and 3 it Inf Div on the left Tlank, was Yo assault
betwoen (RAYE-SUR-MER and QUISTRTIAN,; and to advance and secure on
D=8ay a covering vositlon on the gencral line PUTCTeIN-BRSSIN « CARH
and thente along the River ORNE to the sea. This operation was %o

ba preparatory Lo sn advande scuth gnd southesast to securs o bridgee
hoad on the line ST UARC DIOUILLY, FALAISE, ARGHUCES and DIVES SUR IR .
3% was stated thats "The caphbive aond retention of CAEN is vital %o
She Avmy Plan" (Hist Soc File AER/3 Cdn Inf DAiv/C/X: "OVERLCRD" 3 Cdu
mf Div 0p Ordey io. 1, 13 Hay 44). Om tho right of 1 forps, 30 Corps
with 5O Div on & twowbrilgade front was to asgault and sccure PAYEUI
by the evening of D day (Hist Seec Flls ARF/2 Brit Army/C/I: Socond
Briﬁish Aritzs Outline Flan, 21 Feb 44).
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4, Immediately preceding ths 1nitial sesborne assault Lwo
rican Alirborne Divislons were to land behind the VARREVILLE -
CARENTAN beaches, in support of the U.S. operation in that ares,
end the S6th British ilrborne Divislon ( Including 1 Cdn Para Bn)
was to undertake & similar diversion on the opposite flank eas?®
of the River ORNE, seizing the important brlidges over that river
et RAWVILLE and BENOUVILLE (see Appendix "A" to this report for
Allied Order of Baltle in the Assault Phase).

15. 3 Cdn Inf Div was to assault on a two~brigade front at

the mouth of the STULLES River. The beaches selected for the
landing may be described &3 lying at the northern appex of an
equilaseral trlangle formsd by joining the estuary of the

SFULLTS to BAYEUX and CAFN. On the right wing of the Divisional
attack was 7 Cdn Inf aslt Bde Gp, commanded by Brigadier H.W.
Foster, and coneisting of R.Wpg RAf, Regina Rif, 1 C. Scot R. and
two companies of C.He of Ou(M¥.G.). In support of the Assault Brigede,
and under command for the landing only, were a large number of
additional troops including 6 Cdn Armd Regt (1 H.), 12 and 13 Cdn Fé
Regts, 6 Cdn Fd Coy, and minor British detachments., On the left .
wing of the Divisional attack was the 8 Cdn Inf Aslt Bde Gp., under
the command of krigadier K.G, Blackader, M.C., E«De; consisting of
QeOsRe Of Co, R.de Chaud, N. Shore R. and one company of C.H. of Q.
(M.Gs)e 1In support, and also under command for the landing only,
were 10 Cdn Armé Regt (Fort Garry's), 14'and 19 Cdn Fd Regts, 18
Cdn 7d Coy, and an exiensive Beach Group, 9 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, under
Brigadier D.0. Cunningham, D.S,0., was aasigned & role in ressrve,.
This Brigede Group consisted of HoLeI, of Cua; S.D.&G. Highrs, HNth
NeSe Bighrs, end 27 Cdn Armd Regh (Sher Fus R.). Flements of H,Qe
3 Cdn Inf Div, together with H.Q., 2 Cdn Armé Bde, were scheduled

to accompany ¢ Cda Inf Bde Gp.

16, The general plan of the dlvisional attack embraced four
phases, coinciding with the capture successively of objectives
degignated "YEW", "RLM", and "OAK", followed by reorganization on
the lest-named objective on D plus 1, "YIW" was the beachhead

¢b jJective contained by the coastal roads running through GRAYE-3UR-
¥ER, COURSEULLES~SUR~MER and ST AUBIN-SUR-MIR. “ELM" was the
intermediate ob jective running roughly south~east from CREULLY,
through PEIRREPONT, across the MU River and through ANGUERNY.
The finnl objective "OAK" followed ths general line of the :
BAYLUX -~ CAYN railway between PUTOT-EN~BESSIN end the western
outsikirte of CATN,

17. On the right, in the first phesse of its assault, 7 Cdn

Inf Aslt Bde Gp was to land at the mouth of the River SEULLES and
mop up the coastal region from, but oxcluding, 1A RIVIFRE to,

and inciuvding, COURSEULLFS-SUR~IFH. Having geined objective "YEW",
this PBrigede Group was to preas forward with all possible speed

in order to secure crogsings over the SEULLES and the high ground
beyond the river, The intention was thet this formation would
under c¢ertain circumstances (see para 192) establish contact with |
© Cdn Inf Bde, on objective "ELM", and would then advance to the
final objective, "OAK", where it would be reorganized to meet
enemy counter-attacks,

18, On the left, 8 Cdn Inf Aslt Bde Gp, was to land immedliately
eest of the SEULLES estusry, and was, in the first phase, to mop
- up the coastal area from, but excluding, COURSTKULLES-SUR~MIR to,
end including, ST AUBIN~SUR~MER; having seized its share of
objective "YIW", this Brigade Group was intended to move forward
without delay. In the words of the Divisional Operation Order:
It is essential to the Divisional plan that FL)¥ be taken as guickly
&s possible, without reference to the action of 4 SS Bde on the
left Dlank™, In succeeding phases, the Brigade Group was to
reorganize on "PILN", in anticipation of enemy counter-sttacks, and
wee Then to advance and consolidate in the area of CAINET,
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CATILLY ,SECQUEVILLE-EN-DEISIN and CULIX,

19. Alternative »lans were prepared for the employment of

9 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, which was held in reserve during the first
stares of the assanlt. Under plan “A", substantieslly adopted

on D-day, this Group was to land behind, 2nd in the sector allotted
to & Cdn Inf Aslt Dde Gp. TFollowing the landing 9 Bde Gp was to
contact 7 and 8 Bde Cps and co~-operate in the move forward to the
final objective, without necessarily waiting for the 7th if the
latter were detained by enemy opposition., Under nlan "B" 9 Bde
Gp wes to land behind, and in the sector allotted to, 7 Bde Gp.

9 Bde Gp would then move forward only on the orders of the G,0.C,
3 Cdn Inf Div end wonld advance to the final objective using
crossings over the SEULLES, In elthsr case it was intended

that Q Bde Gp shonld eventually seize the high ground adjoining

CARPIQUET,

20. During the first two phases, "YBW" end "BLI", 6, 10,
and 27 Cdn Armd Tepts were to remain under command of 7, 8, and
9 Bde Cps respectively., In the later stapes, 2 Cdn /Armd Bde,
less two scuadrons allotited to 7 and 9 Cdn Inf 3des, was to
assemble in the srea of BOUARVILIE, CAIROT and IEUF 1R, where
ths Brirade wonld be responsible for the protection of the
divisional right flank, unless ordered forward by the &,0.C,

3 Cdn Inf Div.

21. In relztion to the generasl ssseult programme it was
considered vital that "™the fizhting velue of the Garmen lir

Force and its capzcity for intensive and sustained omerations
shou1d be reduced as much 23 possible by D Day" (C, . H.0. File
4/Gen ipprec/3,Jdune 1944 gn&agit.). secordingly, zir
operationsg directed to this end vee given first »riority, second
priority bheing given to rail communications with the object of
delaying enemy reinforcerents moving towards the assauli arsa.

It is a significant foet thet no air opposition was encountarad
on D Day, and there is little roon to doubt that this condition,
as vell as the sneny's subsecuent policy of ®"fighter" conservation,
may be attributed to the heavy snd sersistent attacks on his
production centres (ibid.).

22. Immediately prior to the landings, the air and noval
forces were prepared to unlaash an unpreceéanted bombardment
apeinzt the coastal defences with the object of silencing the
shore batterias. In the Canadian sector, following heavy day
bombing attecks against selacted targets in the vieinity of
CCURSEULLES-SUR-"IER and BERNIERES-BUR-III, it was planned to
employ light bombing apainst the beaches in the central sector
of the landing fron H minus 30 to H mimus 15, followed by heavy
bombing of the beaches on the flanks of the landing from H mimms
15 to BH«hour, In addition, enemy batteries at BEIN-5UR-ITER,
ViR~SUR~TER and 110NT FLEURY were to receive the attention of
medium or fichter bombers up to H plus 3C minutes, £nd certain
enemy hesdcusriers, centres of communication end the defences

of CARPI(UET airfield were to be attacked by heavy or medium day
bombers, Dirsct support for the assault was to he provided by
formations in the Unitaed Eingdon and by formations airborne 2nd
within wirelesss renge of ihe Divisional H.U', shin.

23. Partly due to low cloud formationsy; the bombing,
although planned on an overvhelming scale, was not, as we shell
see, as accurate as had heen anticipated. It was fortunate,
therefore, that naval bombardment foreces were in a2 position to
neutrzlize the coest dofences #nd the inlond bntteriaes covering
the bsachos, as well as to support the army during the early
stazes of their advance inlsnd., The Canadian ships "Algoncuin®
and "Sioux" were two of the 75 Fleet destroyers choseon to take
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part, in zddition to Gtwo rmonitors, 22 cruisers, 16 Hunt Class
destroyers and 2 gunboats. TForce "J", which was espeoiallz cone
cerned with the 3 Cda Inf Div scctor included, as well as "Sioux"
and "Alpenquin”, 6 H.Ne Fleet and 2 junt Class destroyers and 2 _
British cruisers, "Belfast" ond "Diadem" (R.C.N. Historical
Records Overseas, "R.C.H's Fart in the Invasion"). The crulsers
were Lo assist the acripl attack on the VIR-SUR-IT'R and BLNY-
SUR~MER batteriles by o ngaping them from H minus 30 minutes on=
wards; similarly, the destroyers were to bombard the beach
defonces on the flanks of the landins from H minus 40 minutes
onwards., One L.C.G. (0L} was to be disposed on each flank of the
assaultinz hattaliont, closing to 1000 yards to onjage targets

of opportunity. The considerable fire-power thus devcloped by
naval support vms Lty be auwrmented by tho fire of seli'-propelled
field artillery, comprising 12, 15, 14 and 12 Cdn Fd Regts, which
would firo from ioading craft while still seaborne. They wore to
lay down corcenbratilons in the aroas of COURSHULIFIS~S3UR=-IIR,
RERUTIERBPE~SU=-ITR ond ST AUDIN-HUR-IER from H nminus 50 minutes

to U plus 85 minutes (Hist Sec File ANF/S Cdn Inf Div/RCA/C/I:
"OVELLORD'", N.Ceday; & Cdn Inf Div Op Order Hoe. 1; 15 Mgy 44).

24, The British 4 SS Bde (which, togethor with 1 8S Bde
and § Airbornc DI, was under ccumand of 1 Brit Corps for
Operation "OVIRIRD®), was inecluded 2n the »nlans for the landings
on the Canadian sector, In the first phase, one commando of this
Brigade was to be undoxr command of 8 Cdn Inf Z2de and was %o land
behind the zssauvlt hHattelions of that Drigade, with the intention
of captwr-iag the coastal area to the east of LANGRUIE~SIR-IIR in
co-operation with a cormando under the ordérs of 3 DBrit Inf Div,
In succeeding phascs, the commandos were te seizo LA DELIVIIATDE
and; as from laa®t Yisht on D~day, they were to hold the crossings
¥ the River SEULIES botwgen, bubt oxcluding, CREUILY, to, and
ineluding, Rliviknse

25 Canadian Intellipeonce Summaries prepared in lay, 1944
indicate that CGorman dispositions in the area to be attacked by

1 Brit Corps consisted mainly of a belt of second=-grode troops aleng
the coast, with mobile reserves, in some strensth, located immediately
behind them. The 716th Infantry Division, with headquarters in CAEIN,
was knovm to have a coast defence role, This Division contained

two reriments of Infantry and one recirent of artillery, i careful
enalyals of its strensth showed thnt:

All perpomel are trained in coast defence althoush
the betper treined have becn transferred to field
divisiohs. %The rcmainder consisis of young
soldierp, men of older classes unfit for service

on the fastern front and men who have been wounded
end arejonly slichtly disabled. In comparison with
a Tfirst}class field infantry division ite Tighting
value hiis been assossed as 40% in a static role and
15 in & counter-attack, The division should be up
to stroenzth in personnel (13,000) and equipment,
and is probably overstrensth as it has been reportad
that non-German soldiers, Russlans, Hon;ols, ebe
have boen seon in the divisional area, and there 1s
sone evidence that this division has recelved a
third resiment composed of Loreign personnel.

(fist Sec File AEF/3 Cdan Inf Div/C/I:
Appendix "A" to "OVERLORD" 3 Cdn Inf
Div Op Order No. 1, 13 llay 44).

The German noblle reservy included the 12th SS Panzer Niyision
Hiticr Jugend) aad the %%znd Infa try Division, %%c&%a& ia

the BVREUK s d 8T 10 areas respectively, ond the 21st Panzer,
Divisicn, which had been destrcyed in Tunisia in 1943, ?cformec in
France, and was, prior to the Allled invasion, in the vieinlty of
RIITESe
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266 Information had been gathered; in considersble detall, with
. reapect fo offshore chstacles, bsach and inland defences, and
ertillery inatallations, Bchind hedgshog cbstaclea, "intended to bo

- antlecraflt rather than anti-=vehicie", lsy "a system of lincar defoncaos
arraénged In strong points", and it was known that, in the period of
three or four months belore Deday, dvwp=out posiblons had beoen cone
structed 2,000 to 5,000 yards inland (lbid.). A groat mass of
accurate information concerning the enemy's rescwrces was available,
including debteils of hig coast and divisional artilliery. On D=day,
after the assanli,; it was roportcd thot "his dispcesitions are,
broadly speaking, as anticlipeted” (Hist Sec Filo AEF/PFirst Cdén Army/

I/F: Pirst Cdn Army Int Sunmary No. 1, 6 Jun 44).

GERERAL OUTLIIE OF T9I% OrERATIONS

27, It may be useful, before deseribing the nssauls, o give
a very brief pensral outline of' thoe operations dealt with iIn this
Report, q

28 The broad picture of Alliod operationa in Hormandy during

Jgune and July, 1944, 1s basically that of a great holding action
on the British » Canadlan front In the vicinlity of CAEN, with
fisrce German counter=attacks broaking like waves on that bastlion
whils the American forces, on the Allied right flank, overrun the
Cherbourg Peninsula and at the end of July bLreak into Brittany.

In effect, this cmployment of the Allied Tormations resembled the
swinging of a gigantic door hingéd on CAEN, As early as 10 Jun 44,
Ceneral Hontgomery was able to state that the Allies had secured "a
good and {irm lodgoment ares on tho mainland of France“y and on
the following day "We have won the battle of thae beaches® (The
Timos, 12, 13 Jun 44)s With the bridgehead established, it was
Po8sible to develop two distinet but closely related thrusts into
The vitals of the German defonce. Ry the middle of Jume, a groat
pincer arm on the loft of the Allled assault was' out-flenking

CAEN from the south. Simltaneously, on the right flank, American
forces were drlving on 8T, L0, and rapidly cutting off the CCTERTIN
Peninsuvla. CHERBCURC fell on 26 Jun. By the end of the wonth,
British units hed established a new bridgchead south of the ODCH
River, and the cnemy had been compelled to use more and more of

his mobllie reogerves in .thils sector,

29, Throughout July the pattern of the Allied invasion became
more and more apparont, In the first week of that menth, tho
Americans completed the llberation of the CHERBOURG Peninsuls.

CAEN, aftor unexpactedly prolonged resistance, finglly fell to
BritvisheCanadlan forges on 9 Juls Simmltancounsly with the capture
of CAEN, Amerilcan trcops seized the important communication centre
of LA HAYE DU PUITS; ST. IO was in thelr hands by 18 jul, On that
Gay, with the aid of uvnusually fine weathsr, the British Second Arngy
attacked in the area east of tho ORHE ané south~cast of CAEH. By
the end of July, thoe Americans had brolken Uhrough on the ST, LC
sector and were in AVRANCIZAE = a fateful development for the enomys
and British troops had launched a new attack on A large front in the
CAUROET aroaz.

30a Turning to the role of the Canadlans, we find that the
operations of 35 Gdn Inf Div in Frande from the time of the initial
assauls until the ond of July, 1944, vhen this forrmation was
relieved by the recently arrived 4 Cdn Armd Dlv, fell into Tive
patural pericds. The oponing phaso, including the assault snd
consolidation of the bridgchesad, lasted from D-day until 12 Jun.
During this crucial psriod, 5 Can Inf Div and 2 Cdn Armd Bde carried
out landinge on their zector of the Hormandy coast, and rapidly czxe
ploitéd their succoss. By D plus one, the Canadians had securad
thelyr objectives, except those on their left flenk near AUTHIE.
Numerocus Cerman counter~atbtacks were beaten off Quring the remainder
of this opening phasc.
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Sle Between 12 Jun and 3 Jul, the Division had a comparatively

statle role, being primarily concerncd with the protectlon of the
brldgehead which had been achieved. The third perilod, from 4 Jul to
9 Jul, saw a rcsumption of offensive activity with Operations
"WINDSORY and "CHARKWOOD", which resulled in the capbture of CARPIQULET
and CALN respectively. During this period 2 Cdn Inf Div was arriving
in Prance and, having concenturated, this formetion assumed its share
of the operations subseguent to 10 Jule. :

520 From 9 Jul to 18 Jul, there was a fourth stage during which
CALN was cfTectively occupied and the btroope subseguently obtained
some rest. During this rhase, on 11 Jul, 3 Cdn In Div camc under
command of H«Ze 2 Cdn Corps, still within the Second British Army.
The Tif'th and finel sbagce, from 18 Jul to the end of the month, saw
the clearing of the CAEN area, east and south of the River ORNI, and
the failure of Operation "SPRING", an attack in the direction of
FATLAIEL. On 23 Jul, lI.Q« Pirst Cdn Army took over the most easterly
sector of the bridpgehead with 1 Brit Corps under command.

384 This surmary of operations during the first two months of
the Normandy campalign may be concluded by nroting that on 30 Jul

5 ¢dn Inf Div was rclieved by ¢ Cadn Armd NDiv, which had landed in
Normanidy during the previcus weeke On 21 Jul 44, morcover, IleQ.
Mirst Cdn Army took over command of 2 Cdn Corps for the first time
in active operations and assumed regponsibility for the CALN area.
This notable event serves Lo mark the end of the first main phase
in Conadian operations in Horth-est Europe.

TITS ASSAULT -

34, The original tarzet date for the launching of "OVIERLORD
was 1 Jun 44, but considerations of tide and light necessitated .
moving the date back to 5 Jun. Unfortunately, the good weather
which had contributed to the success of the evacuation from DUNKIRK,
four years before, did not prevail on this occasion. After a series
of favourable reports, suddenly, on Sunday morning, 4 Jun, one of
the worst meteorological forccasts in six months was receiveds The
Supreme Allied Commander then decided that D-day would be 8 Jun.
Buty; at this point, hurried consultations revealed the almost
insvperable difficulties of postponement; some troops had already
been on board their cramped craft for several days; the problems

of off=loading, resting, feodins and re-loading presented an
aéministrative nightmare, In these dramatic circumstances, General
Eisenhower issued orders at 2300 hrs, 4 Jun, to the effect that,
subject to verification on the following dayf D-day would be 6 June
At 0500 hrs, & Jun, D-day was wverified, and "OVERLORD" was duly
launched on the following day (Hist Sec File ARF/First Gdn Army/C/i:
Speclal Army Ops Log: Memo by Brigadier C.C. Mann, Chief of Staflf,
First Cdn Army, 6 Jun 44).

55a As repards the date of initial operations on the Continent,
tectical surprise was one supreme achicvement of "OVERLMRD".
Furthermore, the Cermans were "insuflficiently firm in their guess as
to the area of the assault to enable them to thicken up.that area at
the expense of the PAS DE CALAIS or by withdrawing troops from the
West and South Coasts" (C.M.H.Q. File 4/Cen Apprec/3: General Note
on Operations, op. cit., Uar Office, June 1344), An elaborate

cover plan, designed to conceal the true disposition and intention
of the Allied invasion forces by suggesting a threat to the PAS DE
CATATS, was a carefully planned feabture of the opsration.

56e The ReA.P. Bomber Commend abtack on the Normandy battle
area began at 2331 hrs on 5 Jun and lasted until 0515 hrs on the
Tollowing morning. 8§368.6 (long) tons of bombs were dropped,

and, on the night of 6/7 Jun, 4497.5 tons (Statistics provided by
Air Ministry, Jor Room, A long or British ton oguals 2240 pounds).
The iieyal Canadian Alr Force shere of the attiack on the nisht of 5/6
Jun amounted to 952 tons, dropped on HOULGATE, [ERVITILE-FRANCEVILIE,
and JI,ONGUES, None of these areas wms in the & Cdn Inf Div sector.
(Information from R.C.A.7. Overseas Headquarters)es
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Doylipght bombing on D-day, apart from 77.9 tons dropped by the 2ndé
British Tactical Alir PForco, was left entirely to the U.S. 8th and
9th Air Forces, which CGropped 4265.7 and 1832 (longz) tons

respectively on the beach and adjoining inland defences, (Sth and
9th Air Force !Dnthly Swumarics, Alr Hinistry, tiar Room).

57 The effoctlveneas of bombing on the scction of the Prench
coast assgulied LY tho Canadians is opon to some doubts According.

to Drigzedier IL.VW. Foster, "the terrific devastation vhich was to

have been annsed by hy bombing of "the coast delfs on either side of

the R SEUWLIES did not materianlize. The only damage viaible from

the sea was unat sffected by our S.P. arty fire from L.C.He." (Hist /
Sec Pile ARF/% Cdn Inf 3de/C/p: MNemo of interview, 22 Jun 44, In .
the some file sec: [lomo of Interview with C.S.H. Belton, C.A., "B"

Coy, Royal iimmiper, Rifles), Drigpdier K.Ge. Blackeder!s impression

vas that: "On the left bn front (ST AUBIN) neither the R.A.P. Ly

okoes, the rockets, nor the S.P. arty actually covered the roin

strong pt and ¥ Shore R enpgaped it withoubt the assistance of

heavier arms until some time later. A considerable time wos thore-

fore spent in reducing it." (Hist Sec Fils ANF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/F:

Hemo of Imbterview, 24 Jun 44).

38q On the evening of & Jun 44, as units of 5 Cdn Inf Div and
2 Cdn Armd Dde walted impatiently on board their invasion craft in
the vieinity of the ISLE OF WIGHT, tho pood news was suddenly
announced: D~day would be 6 Jun and H-hour 0735 hrs (Hist Sec File,
ANF/2 Cdn Armd Bds/C/F, Fol II, Operation "OVERLORD": The Assault
on the Heaches of Hormandy & = 11 Jun 1944), The majority of Div
HsGQe vIeTe in HeMaS. "Hilﬂl’yu or the Stand-In H.Q. Elh.ip HeMaSe

"Royal Ulsterman" sumchored off COWES. Overhead there was an almost
ominous calm, and one of the still unsolved enigmas which perplexed
men at the time was the failure of the Iuftwaffe Lo strike at the
huze sitbing tarsets vulerable even from great heiphts. "Thers was
no bombing of the invasion Hards or Portall (WaDey GaSey HeQa 3 Cdn
In® Dive 5 Jun 44), FPFigures for thc assault strencsth of 5 Cdn

Inf Div show that Canadian persomnel (including 2 Cdn Armé Nde under
cormand) totalled 15,171 all ranicss The Nritish slerient represented
a further ©,191, moaking a total for this asscult formation of 24,362
(Hist Sec File ARF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/I: “OVERLORD" 3 Cdn Inf Div

Op Order, No. 1, 13 lay, Appx "C").

5% The assenbled fleet included not less than 4,000 shilps,
torether with several thousand smaller crofft. The Royal Canadian
Navy was well represented. Hineteen of 1its L.C.Is. carried a total
of 3580 miliLary personnel. In addition, it L.S.IS.y Hili.C. ships
"Prince David" and "Prince lienry"™, carried 780 troops from 3 Cdn

Inf Dive Im all 107 Canadian ships end 9,780 Canadian officers and
ratings took part in D-day operations, representing 5.5 per cent of
the total naval assault forces involved. The L.C.Is. made 171 trips
to the beaches, and ferried 29,700 troops. The Flest destroyers
"Alponguin" and "Sioux" enpaged fifteen targets and fired 750 rounds
from their main armament, (R.C.N. Historiczl Records Overseas, "R.C.
lits Part in the Invasion". Figures are based on the Ships! Iogs of
L.C.I's and LaSlI'ﬂ)n

40, The weather on D-day was far fron ideals In the opinion
of cne Drizade Group Commander it "was most unkzind and very nearly
disastrous to the mounting of the assault" (Foster, mp, cit.}) see
also: WeDe, GeSey HeQey O Cdn Div: G Jum 44), Via!EIiIEy vas only
fair ond the sea was rough, conditions which were bound to affect
certain aspects of the assault plan. NMany heavy assault vehicles
were delayed in landing and thus unable to precede the infantry.
Fortuuantely, however, the majority of the specizlly eoquipped tanks
of 6 Can Armd Regt "reached tho beach where they were a deciding
actor in asslisting the inf of 7 Cdn Inf Bde fwd" (2 Cdn Armd Bde,
Operation "OVIALORD", on, cit)s YRoush wniter was responsible for
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sorie being drovmed and others arriving late on the beaches" (WeD.,
G‘.S., I’Il\’?.o S Cdn Div: 6 Jun ‘44)4

4L, The rouch wator alsc impeded operations by slowing the
speed of incoming I.C.Is., with the result that some troops werec helf
en hour late weochinge the shore. In particular, the engineers were
greatly hampered in dealin; with heach obstacles during the
comparatively short interwval gt their disposal before the tide began
to rise. aus, with respect to the lending of € Cdn Inf Bde, "all
the landing craft oa the first tide had to beach as best They could
and risked running onto mined obstructicns" (Blackader, op. Cita)s
In the sector sllotted to 7 Cdn Inf Bde, owing again So fLe prescence
of mines in the waler several L.C.As. were either daomaged or blovm
Up as they approached the boach and their vehleles unable Lo make
the land (Foster, ops clbe)e

42, In general, the seaborne fleld artillery gave an ade$uate
performance in support of the naval fire during tho assault. "“Tho
SePe arty put on the best shood that they ever did on the four areas
pre~selected for them, firing from roughly 10-9,000 yds out until
they were 3,000 yds offshore”" (Xelleor. opa cit.s The fire of 12
Cdn Fd Regt, vhich had its equipment loaéeﬁ into 8ix L.C.T8¢, was
directed by F.0,08. againet the western end of COURSEULLES with good
effects This unit was subsequenitly landed at 0900 hrs, within a few
minutes of the scheduled time, with the loss of only two vehicles and
no guns. Its suns gave further support from the water's edge, and -
this is said to have been "the first unit in the dlv to bring down
arty fire from tho land (Hist Sec Pile ALF/3 Can Inf Div/RCA/G/F:
Homo of Interview with ILte.=-Col. R.H. ™ebb, 0.C. 12 Cdn F& Reogt,

23 Jun 44). "URIOUEY had acquired a new neaning for the sunners.

43, This was a daylischt assaults AT about 0800 hrs, ¢ Jun

44, In the sector allotted to 7 Cdn Inf Aslt Bde (0P, Re VWps Eiy
laaded to the wost, and Repina Rif Lo the sast, of the River SEULIES
(Hist Sec File ALY/3 0dn Inf Div/C/P: Summary of Ops, by Div Hist
Offr 3 Cdn Inf Div 6-30 Jun 44). One source states that the leading
infantry in both brigade sectors touched down ab 0809 hrs (WeDe,
GeSes Haoey 3 Cdn Div: 6 Jun 44) but a ropor® received from Regina
Rif at 0303 hrs said, "Fwd tps touchod dovm" (ibide, ressare 1log)e
Due to the delayed arrival of the assault enguinecers, much trouble
was experienced in the preparation of suitable vehicle~exibs from
the beach attacked by 7 Cdn Inf Aslt Bde Gp. It was estimatod that
two hrs were spent in the construction of thesec exits, and this work
even involved "makine use of paling Tlung over a tk which had =zunk
far into the muck" (Fosbter, op. cilit.)e

44, Dif7iculties were also experienced in cccupying certain
cnemy strons voints that had survived the preliminary bombardments,
as well as verious abandoned works into which the (Germans filtrated
as soecn a8 the shelling had ceased. Bubt the care with which

-intelligence had heen pathered and disseminated in advance was a

guarantee of success. Bnlarged aerial photographs and maps were of
great assisbtance, Thus in the case of Regina Rif, the towm of
COURSOUT.LES had heen partitloned into numbered tlocks to bo dsalt with
by desisnebed companies. -As the commanding officer stated, "nearly
every foot of the tovm was lnown long boefore it was ever cntered"
(Hist Sec File ATF/7 Cdn Inf ©de/C/F: MNemo of Mierview with Lt.=Cols.
Felf. llatheson, 24 Jun 44; altered version in Current Reporis Ifrom
Overseas, Wo. 52, 26 Aug 44)o

45, ' the reserve babbalion in this sector was landing by 0850
hrs, and once the beach exits for vshicles had been propared and
the remalning strong voints near the shore overcorie with the
assiatance of A.Vse R.Bay 7 Cdn Inf Aslt 3de Gp swept forward.
Armour supnorted the infantry in their advance. "Iew to battle as
they were, bthe performance of the tk crews was gallant rather than
brilliant, but their sheer coursge made them formidable and they
profited gquickly {rom hard-galned experience. The irmediuate
beachhead was secured at "about H ¢ £ hrs" (Foster, op. cit.).
1}



“

- 11 =-

46. - On the eastern scctor, ‘allotted to 8 Cdn Inf Aslt Gv, (.0.
' Re of Cs londed on tho right flank, at BIRIIERES-CUR-MER, and N, Shore
- Re on the left, at ST AUBILI~SUR~IIR, These landings were also made
about 0800 hrs but apperently a few minutes latier than those on the
western sector of the divisional front, (An account of the landing
of the H. Shore R, gives the time as aprroximately 0805 hrs: see
Hist Sec File ARF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/F: Memo of Interview with Hajor
R.B. Forpes, 0.C. "B" Coy, 15 Jun 44). On the other hand, a & Cdn
Inf Div official report states that the 8th Brigade Group were
"some twenty minutes later in their touch down™ than the 7th: (Hish
Sec File ARF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: Asseult of & Cdn Inf Div, "D" day,
6 Jun 44), In support .of the latter there is record of an inter-
cepted report from Q.0.Re of C: "Fwd Coys have touched down 0818
hrs”s (¥aDe; GeSe, HeRa 8 Cdn Div: 6 Jun 44, message log)e.

47, - The boaches attackcd by 8 Bde Cp presented less difficulty
than those of the 7 Bde Gp sector. Vehicle exits were more easily
construeted and, consequently, 8 Bde Op was the Tirst actuelly to
commence moving inland. Nevertheless, a number of enemy strong
points and mine-Tields were enccuntered and il.G. and mortar fire
causcd soma casualiies as succeeding waves of assaulting infantry
swept through this opposition (Hist Sec Pile ARF/8 Cdn Inf 2de/C/D:
Intoerview with Major J.l. Gordon, (.0.He of Cs, 12 Jul 44). Apain,
the labyrinth of German tumnels connecting different strong points
.made the reduction o the latter difficult without ocertain specialized

_ assault equipment which had been denied to the asspilants by heavy

« sees (Forbes, ops Cite)e

48, As soon as the Assault Brigade CGroups had dealt with the
original difficulties of thas landings, the bridgehead was gquickly
expanded. Casualties had been "lighter than anticipated" (Assault
of 3 Cdn In Div, D-day, op. cit.). In both cases, brigade head-
quarters were functioning on shore at about 0940 hrs, and at
approximately 1030 hrs the immediate dlvisionsl objsctive, "YEA", hacd
been reached (Summary of Ops, 5 Cdn Inf Div, 6-30 Jun 44, by Div Hist
. 0ffr, ops ¢lte)e The advance inland continued with added momentum
lent Ly the arrival of supporting tanks and self-propelled artillery.

49, Meanwhile, at 1050 hrs, in pursuance of plan "A" (above,

para 19), the reserve brigade, 9 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, received from the ¢,0.C.
3 Cén Inf Div orders to land in the 8th Drigade Group'!s ‘sector at
BERIITERES=SUR=}ER. This movement was completed by 1225 hrs, with

few casualties, Thereafter 9 Cdn Inf Bde moved inlend, following

the axis of B8 Cdn Inl Rde., "Sniper activity constituted the sole
opposition” (Hist Sec File ATF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/¥: Memo of Interview
with. Brig. D.G. Cumingham, 26 Jun 44), The G.0,Ce 3 Cdn Ini Div

landed with part of his HeQ. at 1145 hrs; the remainder followed

at 1340 hrs (WeDe, CuS., HueQo 3 Cdn Inf Div: 6 Jun 44).

50, Throughout D-day, the assault was pressed forward with
considerabvle succesg, Y7 Cdn Inf Bde speedily captured BARVIILE,
STH CROIX-SUR-MER, REVIERS and PIESREPONT. A Canedian Divisional
"o" Group, the first on Trench soil in the present war, was held at
1435 hrss In consequence, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to seizc BENY~
SUR-MER, which was located more than three miles inland, At this
nmesting plans were also made for 2 Cdn Inf Bde to pass through 8 Cdn
Inf Bde to the final objective on the high ground north-wezt of
CAEW (Assault of 3 Cdn Inf Div, "D" Day, ope Cit. WeDs, GeSs, HeQ.
3 Cdn Inf Div, 6 Jun 44). The latter had encountored some stiff
opposition from a skilfully-sited enemy babttery and from [M.Gs.
hidden in long grass; bdut, after a delay of two hours, they
continued the advance, capturing BEHY-SUR-IER, BASLY, COLOMBY-SUR~
THACN and AIICUERNY. 9 Cdn Inf Bde did not encounter serious
resistance wntil it reached VILLONS-IES~BUISS0NS, some feour miles
from CALl. Here, enemy reconnaisssnce elements counter-attacked
but wors repulsed.



"'15?-.-

5la At the end of D-day, 7 Cdn Inf Tide hud occupled LANTIEUIL,
1E FROSEE~CAMILIY and CAINET: 8 Cdn Inf PBde was in the area of
COLOMDY-SUR~TIIAQH, ANCUIRNY and AITISY, and 9 Cdn Inf Bde, less one
battalion forward in VIILOUS-IES~BUISSOIS, was located inm BASIV
(ijeDes Co8ey Hede & Cdn Div, 6 Jun 44; also, Swamry of Ops, 3 Cdn
Inf Div, 6 - 30 Jun 44, ope cit.)e Attached units of 2 Cdn Armd
Bde had given valuable assistance during the advance although they
nado no contacts with enemy tanks, "Two tps of 6 Cdn Armd Regt had
actually pencirated to the final objective ncer BRETTEVILIE butb,
alfter destroying many of the eneny, withdrew without loss" (2 Cdn
Armd Bde, Operation "OVERLORD®, op. cit.}. OCanadian casualties atl
the end of D~day werc estimgted av , and prisoners taken
numbered 600 (Assault of 3 Cén Inf Div, "D" Day, ope cit.)e The
initial phases of the great assanlt had »rocoeded comparatively
emoothlye ; ;

520 During the night 6-7 Jun, while H.(}s 2 Cdn Armd Bde was in .
process of beins cstablished at BEIY-SUR~ILCR, HeQe 3 Cdn Inf Div
romained in a2 small orchard at BERNITRES-SUR=ITR (WeDey CeSes HoQo

3 Cdn Div: 6 Jun 44). Contrary to all expectations and preparations,

t%? n&ght passed without the Germans attempting any serious counter-
attack.

55 With the davm of D plus 1, 7 Cdn Inf Bde pressed forward
to the final objcctivo, "O0AK", which was secured by 1020 hrs (¥.D.,
GeSe, NMaQe 3 Cdn Div: 7 Jun 44), ‘Tho Brigade Commander oreditoed
Re Wpg Re with hein; the {first unit to reach its finsl objective,
nemely PUTOT-RN=-BESHIN, whilch was some nine miles inland in a
direct line from the scenc of the landings (Foster, op. cibe).
Alnost simultaneously Regina Rif, which had experienced some fairly
heavy Lighting in THAON, CAIRON and ROTS, occupled BRETIEVILIE -
L'CRGUEILLEUSE with forward troops eoven as far south as NORREY=LI-
BESSIN (Matheson ope cit.;  this unit also claimed to be the first
to reach its final objective).

The Bde dug in quickly anéd was fully prepared,

for the counter atuvocks which developed against
their position from evening onwvards. =Zvery one
of these strong probes by cnemy inf and armour

vere well and truly smeshed.

(Assault of 3 Cdn Inf Div, "D" Day, op. cit,.)

T%a reserve hattalion of the Dripade, 1 C. Scot R,, held SHCQUEVILLE-
L~BESS T,

54, In its sector, 8 Cdn Inf Rde was chieflly concerned with
unsuccessful attecks on the strongly fortified Radar station near
DOUVRES LA DELIVRAIDE. The woods to the north-west of this station
werc "honeycombed with trenches, shelters ond tunnels" and Cerman
infiltration tactics wero omployed tc the full (Blackader; op. cit.).
K. Shore R. and a squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt wore siven ohe dilfi-
cult task of clearing this area. A participant has doscribed the
nature of the problems

«esthe arca was huge and we were neot permitted to
brins hy fire dovm on the central sec Tor fear

of destroying the Radar eqpt which 48 Commando
particularly wanted to capbture Intactee...It was
finally cracked with much greater resources by

4] DR Cormando on 17 Jun 44,

(Hist Sec File ATF/S Cdn Inf Bde/C/F: Iliomo of Account
by Lieut, H.L. Day, 27 Jul 44).

A5 1400 hrs on the Tth, units of B Cdn Inf Pdeo were atbacked by enemy

troops forced out of DOUVRES by a lommando attack from the east. The
enexy was driven off with heavy loss,

| il . 'y
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55 On the same day sbout 0900 hrs, © Cdn Inf Bde continued its
. southward advance, Tho vanguard group was composod of Nth NeSe Highwrs

and 27 Cdn Armd Regb, The aXispf this thrust, in the dircetion of
the finsl objective, led tlawduph VILLOUSaLESeBUISSONS and BURON to
the high ground at AUTIHIE, only about 2 mile and a halfl from the
western outskirts of CAENe All went well untll AUTHIE was
penetrated, when the enemy launched the {iret zerilous counter-attack
vet delivered eon the/Canadian front. A savage batils ensued, in the
course of whlch the/Canadlon vanguard wae overrun by a strong force
of infantry and armour. The latter included Mk IV and V tanka of

21 Panzer Dilv, indlcating that the Gernman commend had throwa in a
portion of it# rcbile reserve. AUTHIE was evacuated, and the forward
eloments withdrow to VILLONSLES-BUISSCHS, vhore the infantry dug in
and were Joined Ly S.D. & Ges Hipghrs and HeLe.Is of Ce {Hist Sec File
AEF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/F: liomo of Intorviews with Capt, (A/Major) A.J.
wilgon, erd Capte. (Ai/Major) E.S5. Gray, Ntk N,S. Highrs, 18, 29 Jun
44)e, AL 2200 hre on tho same day, o further German counter=attack
doveiopcd, this time from BURON, buit it ways beaten off with the
analstance of 12 and 14 Cdn Pd Reghse,

56, The sevetc naturo of the fighting in this Tirst major
spgepoment of a & Cdn Inf Div formabtlon was reflected in the
caguaitiosa both inflicted and suffored by Canadian troovs, Nth

HeSs Highrs lost three company cormanders and after the strugsle only
2ight of tho original twenty officers in the [rifle companies ro=
mained {Memorandum of Interviow with Brige D.G: Cunningham, ope 01%t«)s
Up to 1800 hra, 9 Cdn Inf Bdo had lost "about 250 men and 25 %Eﬁks”.
At the end of the day total casualties worc assessed at 400, with

500 prisoners captwred (Assault of 3 Cdn Inf Divy, D plus 1, ops cltele
On the other hand, the enemyts armour hed pald full measure, 27 can
Arm@ Regt claimed the destruction of 41 Gorman tanks, including Mk
IIX; IV, .V and VI types, and four sclf-propelled guns, for the losa
o 18 tanks {Second Canadian Armourcd Brigade, Oporation "OVERLORD",
one citi)s The force of the enemy gounter~attaci.in the AUTHIE aresa
has Heen pltiributed to the fact that, by 1200 hrgy & Cdn Inf Div had
penctrated beyond the 50th and Srd British Divieione vwhich protected
their right and left flanks respectively (fnformation furnished by
WaOo E‘" War Officﬁ)'

576 This poweriul and eifectlve counter-attack deliveresd by

some of the enemy's best troops on the day followwing the landings

is a significant inclidont, vhich serves to prefigure the shape of )
the Tth vhase of the campaipgne It reflected the Germans'! exbremo ¢
songitlveness concerning tholr risght sector: their recognition of

the CAEN, aree as the vital pivot of their delence, and their
doterminbtion to resist any penotration of it with cvery means at
“their command. Over & wmonth was to pass beforc Canodlan troops again
enteyed AUTHIE,

82¢ ,° On D plus 2 there was a sharp engagement in the sector
occupied by 7 Cdn Inf Bde, During the afterncom R{ Wpg Rif were
overrin in PUTOT-EN-BESSIN by enemy btanks and infantry and lost
heavily, but 1 C. S¢ot Re succeeded in regaining the mround,.
PUTOTAEN-BESSIH was ro~occupied with the R. Vpg rif in roserve

"The Scotbish romained there for & Week of almost incossant shelling
and mbriering® (Pdster, eps cits)s In the eastcrn area of the Brigade
front} on the left flank, Regina RA{ also bore their shar: of tho
Germah countersattacke Here, the strupgle centﬁbd about NORREYsENs
BESSIN acd BREMIEVILIE=L'ORGURILIEUSEs Regina RLL fought stubbornly:
"During the night 8/9 Jun 44 they were technigally at least; overs
run by Panther tanks, but dealt effectively with them, destroying
many with Plats and A.tk gums, and denying any gain whatsocever to
encmy inf" (Summary of Ops, 3 Cdn Inf Div, 6~-30 Jun 44; op. cits)s
During this struggls, guns of 3 Cdn A.Tk Regt were in acEEon south
of BRETITVILIE and gave a j00d account of thomsélves (Hist:Sec Flle
AEF/3 0dn Taf Div/RCA/G/F: MNemo of Interview with Sgte. He Dumas,

3 Cdn A.Tk Regb, 15 Jun 44), Lven fiold regiments found themeelvos
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repelling onemy tanks and infiltratin: infantry with small arms

and pun-firo over open siprhts (\Webb, ope cibts)oe Snipers werec a con=
stant menace, and in one locality over 60 were oither killed or
captured. Further to the east, opnosite the arca occupled by 9

Cén Inf Rde, 1L was knowm that enery tanks and orobavly infantiry
were in SY. COUTNSYT and CAIZES, ond thabt enemy infantry were still
in BURON (i.Ds; GeSe, HeQe 3 Cdn Div: Notes of "O" Gp, 1100 hrs,

8 Jun 44), $

5%, n 9 Jun 44, the general situation, with respect to 3 Can
InT 9iv and 2 Cdn Armd Bde;, was briefly swmarized as follows:

The day closed with our forvord tps slong the
gencral line PUTOT-FH=-BRSSTH - IMETWTVILIE - L
IMCUEILLEUST, FAST of R Ihe ITrom LA VILLENETVL
to CAIROI and around the high sround IES
BUISEQISe The mumerous tank clashes cost us
BVSherman 76ts 3 17 pdr Sherman and 1 Stuart
o7 .

(.I‘ur.Dl’ '.103.’ H-Q. S Cédn Niv: 9 Jun “..’:"1'..)

Duriny the day, the divisional front was strensthened by rmoving

. 3e0sa of C. to the vieinity of 3RAY, betwsen 7 and 9 Cdn Inf Ddes.
For the next two deys the remaining battalions of 8 Cdn Inf Rde,
tozether with Commando troops, wore concericd with mopping up snipers
alon;; the wooded banks of the River MUE. 7“ae rapid advance inland
of 3 Can Inf Div had rosulted in large numbers of these snipers being
isolated in the rcar of our forward troops. In one instance, a
small party of captured Canadian offlcers cnd men wore able to reverse
their fortunes and to secure eirht German of'icors and 107 other
raniks vho had been sniping from the vieinilty of caves irmediately
South~East of FONTAILE-HIGZIRY (Hist Sec FPile ALF/3 Cdn Inf Div/R.Ce
8igs/C/%: Report by Ca e GsV. Beltenfelder, R.C. Sigs; AFF/S Cdn
Inf Div/4 Cdn Pro Coy/C/F: lomo of Iicut. HeFo Cermen, Ho. 4 Cdn
Provost Coy, © Jun 44), This area (9678) wga necurly six miles be-
hind the forward defonded localitiocs. '

60e On 11 Jun 44, 8 Cda Inf Bde was moved to the 'lest bank of
the River UG, between CAIRON and ROTE. At the same time, 8 Cdn
Inf RBde ocecupiled VIEUX CAIROI, two miles North of AUTHIE (Surmary
of Ops, & Cdn Inf Div, 6-30 Jun 44, cp. cit.,)e On the alftcrncon of
the previocus day at o confercnce at TleQ. © Can Inf Div a plan had
boen made to lounch 2 Cdn Armd Iide throush 7 Cdn Inf Bde en 11 Jun
in order "to seize the high sround between CITUX and II' ['AUT DU
nosQ" (2 Cdn Armd de, Operation "OVTRIORD", op. 2it.).

61, In preparation foi* this oporabtion; C.0s: of C. were placed
under cormend of the Armoured hrigade, the Divisionsl axtillery was
put ia support, and 6 and 10 Cdén Armd llosts were concentratod in the
areas of BRAY and CAIRON rospectively, At 0750 hrs 11 Jun orders
were recelived from division to advonce the ¢inin~ of the operation,
end at 1130-iws, 1l Jun, an order was reccived Trom the G.0.Ce 3 Cdn
™F Biv that the attack was to be carriec¢ out nes scon as possible
‘1b1d3 ieley GoSc, Hola s 3 Cén Div: 1l Jun 44 and J.7k lefle 2 Cén
s Bdo: 11 Jun 44). ;

02, The oporation, as plonned, was not successiul - chicefly due
to the unexpectied strength of the cnenmy. By 1400 hrs, 11 Jun, the
leading squadron of 6 Cda Armd Zest had resached L (WEITL=P/ 1% Y.
Shortly afterwarda, however, the Canadian armour was heavily cngaged
Uy tanks and anti-%ank puns on both flonks, from CRISTOT and 5%
JAUVIEU. eOeRe of Ce experionced trouble from the bezimminzy, and
wore pimmed down by the fire of hostile mechine jjune fronm the
extensive wheaifields in the vicinlty of Ti: VAULLTNDS, Jjust north of
TE "mENIL-PATRY (Gordun, op. cit.)s ZEventually, it was necessary

to withdraw tho infeutry To hiph ground behind the start line,

and 2 Cdn Armd ilde @as regrouped in the aroca of IE FRUSIE-CAHILIY
and CATRON (WeDe 1lofe 2 Cdn Avmd Ndo: 11 Jun 44),.

v.qi?.; “'..
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630 During the six days of action up to and incliuding 11 Jun
44, 2 Cdn Armd Bde claimed the destrucition of 58 German tanks. The
following comment is made on the last operation of this neriod:

Because of the action of €& Cdn Arma Kept on 11
Jun and the resultant clash with the enemy armour,
no further Germnon attacks were threatensd from
this previously troublesome sector. It is
belleved that his preparations for amother attack
on 7 Cdn Inf Bde were dissipated because of this
thrust,

(2 Can Armd Bde, Operation "OVERLORD", op. eibts).
Gl The action of 11 Jun marked the end of the {irst phase of
the operations of 5 Cdn Imf Div and 2 Cdn Armd Rde during June end
July, 1944, . The achicvements of these formations during this peried
were outstanding. An assault landing, in wnfavourabvle weather and
in the face of carefully preopared cnemy defcnces, had beon success~
fully carried out almost exactly as planned. The initial success
had heen rgpidly oxploited, and on all but the left flank of the
divisional front the final objectives had been attained by the end
of D plus l. Severe fighting et AUTHIE, PUTOT-EN=-BESSI, and IE
[HSTIL-PATRY had tested all brigades in the Divislon, and the tank
crews cf 2 Cén fAirmd Bde had taken a heavy toll of the enemy's
infantry, puns and armour. The Canadian gunners and sappors had
provided excellent support, and persomnel of R.C. Sires had success-
fully performed the difficult job of maintaining commumications
(Hist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/R.C. Sigs/C/F: liemo of Inbterview
with Lt.-Col. G.0. Gamble, 0.Co 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs, 19 Jun 44).

65, The work of' the administrativo services, during this
crucial period, had also been of a particularly high order. The
Medical Services of 3 Cdn Inf Div had under commend three field
ambulances and one light field smbulance, fowr British fleld
dressing stations, four British surpgical teams, and two British
transfusion units. (Hist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/R.CeAslieCs/

C/F: llemo of Interview with Col. M.Ce Vatson, A.D.l8,, 3 Cdn Inf
Div)e. During the first four days of the assault the surgical

teans performed Yabout 220 major operations and handled in 21l sbousb
1800 casualtics" (4bid.)e By 8 Jun the cvacuation of casualties
by sea was opereting smoounsy, and on 17 Jun evacuation by air was
orpganized, from a landing strip at STE. OROIX-SUR=-iiR. Many tributes
were paid te the work of R.C.A.HM.C. personnel; a brigade commsnder
stated that: "The work of the med services was of the very highest
standard. Nothing but preise could be given to them, from S3s, 110s
to higher levels, for all had done their utmost" (Blackader, op. cit.).

66 . Similarly, arrancoments for tho supnly of ammunition; petrol,
focd and water were at all time adequate., Anticipating the problema
¥ would arise in the early stagzes of the assault, the R.C.A:S.Ce
had created "Ya number of special departments which could operate as
soon as posgible after the clearance of the beach area untlil such
time as normal systems of supnly could exist" (Hist Se¢ File ARF/
3 Cdn Inf Div/R.C.AaS.C./C/F: Memorandum of Inbterview with Capt.
Dofhe Bromnan, AQjL, HeQe,; ReCuNaSeCo, 3 Cdn Ind Div, 11 Aug 44).
Beach ammunition dumps, a report centre and a trailer park, the
latter "a mobile store of petrol and cmmmmition, to answer immediate
calls forreplenishment" were quickly set up (ibids)e iithout
such organization the r apid penetratlion and extension o1 the original
beachi-head would have been impossible.

67, In general, oy 12 Jun 44, the basis of an Allied bridge=~
head in Wormandy had been established; and operations had entersd
the consolidation stage. On the American front the 7th U.S. Corps
had made a rapid advance inland and by © Jun had secured a bridge=
head 10 mlles deep. The 5th U.S. Corps wvas less fortunate asnd was
seriously delayed by hcavy sess and strong opposition; nevertheless,

ah |
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on thls froftiyy 9 Jun e coastal belt 17 miles wide and § miles deep
had also beecn secured. Three days lator the importent centre of
CARENTAN fell To American troops. On the ripght wing of the British~
Cancdian froat, 50 Brit Div had captured the equally important towm

of BAYEUX on 7 Jun, in spite of strenucus German opposition. Two

days later this Division was firmly established on the general line
from BAYEUX to PUTOT-EN-BESSIH, on the rizht flank of 3 Cdn Inf Div,
On the Canadians! left flenlk, 3 Brit Div had made comparable projress.
Pushing rapidly inland from the vicinity of OUISTREHAHN, this formation
had advenced by 9 Jun to a line three miles north of CAEN. On the
extreme left wing of the Allied invasion, © Brit Airborne Div, with
its Canadian component, successfully resisted all ecnemy attempts to
loosen its hold on the area near the mouth of the Rivcr ORINZE.

S8 The Allied Luild-up nrogressed steadily: by D plus 3, an
infantry division had been added to each of the Sth and 7th U.S,
Corps; b5l (Highland) Div and 4 Brit Armd Bde had joined 1 Brit
Corps, and other Dritish forniations, including 7 Armd and 56 Int
Div, had come into 30 Brit Corps. A VWar Office corment on the
Gorman reaction to the Allied landings is illuminating:

The enemy cormitted his tactical reserves niecencal.
Thig was due larsely to the measure of tactieal
survrise we achieved, which caught 21st Panzer
Division, in perticular, too far forward, and
prevented it from bein? able to launch a co=-
ordinated cowter-attacic.

Lnemy resistance stiffened guickly, in particular,
on the froat of the Second Pritish Army, wvhere cnemy
armoured formations were immediately committed on
arrival in the batitle area.

(ColleHeQe Fille 4/Gen Avvibec/5: General Note
_on Operations, Jwwo, 1044)

Already & situation was developing in which, while the Dritishe-
Canadian front absorbod the main force of the enemy's counter-
attacks; fmerican formations were able to sweep north-west to the
capbure of CHERBOURG and subsequently south and east in a great
encircling drive.

THE DEFEICE OF THE BRIDGEILZAD

69. Heving attained and consolidated its line, & Cdn Int
Div, with 2 Cdn Armd Bde, assumed a dofensive role to protect the
bridgehead which had been established. This new role lasted Ifrom
12 Jun to & Jul 44, The following commentary is of interest:

The battle has, in the mein, developed into a counter-
bettery one. Our reinforcements in personnel and
equipment have brought us up to strength except Tor
about 35 tanka. ‘Je are ready to reassume the
offensive. A% present, however, our role is a
holding ones Our divisional front which extends over
€ nmilos of open country necessliates a 3 Bde up
disposition and prevents us from collecting a force

%o launch an attack vi thout prejudicing our task

of defending the beachhead.

(.;.J'.Dl’ GGSI, I{DQQ 3 Cdn Div: 14: M 44-‘)
In the porformance of this task, it was felt that a breaktimwough

by the enemy armour would be a less serious threat to the bridge-
head than Infiltration by his iafanbry. Tenlis could be hunted dovm
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and destrojyed, even far hehind the forward defended loecalities, but
1t was egsential to prevent any major penctration by cnemy infantry.

. An intelligence sumaary of 13 Jun 44 noted that: Mliven abt this late
hour the possibility of a faull scale thrust towsrds the beaches
camot be overlooked" (Iist Sec File ANF/First Cdn frmy/L/F: First
Cdn Army Int Swmary No. 8)e Accordingly, active patrols were
maintained throughout this period for the purposes of obtaining
information end misleading tho enery.

700 That the bridpehead was not endangered is a tribute to the
efficiency of the build-up organization, and while the programme fell
five days hehind schedule during the period 19-22 Jun, which wilitnessed
"porhavs the worst gales for forty years", the lap did not affect
seriously the amassing of cqguipment and supplics for the defence and
ultimate brealouts Ou7ing to the lack of rrent ports such as CHNRDOURG
to receive guantitiss of stores, two artificial harbours ("fulberries")
of steel and conerele, gproxinmalely the sime siszse as Dover, were
created, towed in parts seross the Channel and successfully assenbled
at 8T, TAURTIT and ARIIONAIICHES, in the Amcrican snd BDritish ssctors
respectivelys llere ships larpge and small could unload in safety.
Daily sbatistics show tomnage landed at ARDRCIIANCITS as about 2600 on
13 Jun, falling thoreafter zs & result of the gale to 900 on 20 Jun,
then rising egein to 5500 on 25 Jun and to over 11000 on 29 Jules (See
Hist See Pile, AUF/First Cdn Army/O/F, Docket Foe, 1: Highlichts of
Administration First Cdn srmy, 1959-44, 24 Sep 443 also Notes on
Appendix to Hishlights of Administration, First Cdn Army, "Hotes on
Graph concerning the Overall Tomage Landed"), 1In sddition, the
ports of PORT-LNN-BISSIN, COURSEULILES and OUISTRTIIAIL, which were found
tec be far less damaged than expected, were soon. in operatlon, bhandling
somo 4,000 tons a day (C.iL.Hs(. File 4/Gon Apprec/5, op.cit., June,
1244). oOwing to the hoavy damare sustained by the U.S. "lmlberry”
during the pales, it was decided not So complete it, but to concontrate
on the Pritish harbour at ARROVANCINS (C.ll.H.GQ. Pile 4/Gen Apprec/3,
opscite)s Fortunately, the early capture of CIFRDOURC made the loss
ess important than 1t otherwise might have heens The key to vicbony
in Normandy was supply, and the creation of the "Iulberries" was
"probably the rreatest engineering Teat in support of a combined
-oggr?tion ever to be attempted" (Highlichts of Administration, Opa
Clie e

71l On 13 Jun 44, Ho(e 3 Cdn Inf Div was locaited at CAITILLY,

7 Cadn Int 3de occupied PUTOT-LI=RBESS5IN, HNCRREV-'I-BESSTIT and scuth
along the River IUE to include BRAY, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, in the central
gector of the divisional front, held the rround bebtween LALSON and
CAIROe On the left flank, 9 Cdn Inf Bde retained its hold on LES
BUISS0OFS and VILLONS-LRS-BUISS NS, 2 Cdn Armd Bde was well forwvard
in the area BRUMMEVILIE - L'ORGUEIILRIUSH (Hist Sec File AFF/2 Cdn
Corps/C/d: 2 Cdn Corps Sitrep of 131955B)s "On the night of 16
Jun 44 a patrol discovered Lii !ISHIL-PATRY clear of the enemy:

it was at once oceupied by R. Uipg Rif. Other patrols constantly in-
vestigated the areas BURUI-CGRUCIY, LA VILILNISUVE and the frintes of
the CARPIGUET airfd defs. LA VILLENEUVE was also occupied" (Sumnary
of 0ps, 3 Cén Inf Div, 6-~30 Jun 44, ope cilt.)e Meanwhile, on 16 Jun
44, at Toctical M.Q. 21 Army Gp, Hajor-rencéral Keller was invested
by His lsjesty the King with the C.B.E. Two days later the Ge0Qoela+
in=Cs, First Cdn Amy, Lb.~0Oen. HeDe"e Crervar,; and Lte.~Ccn. K.
Stuart, Chief of Staff, Canadian ilitary Headquarters, visited
HeQe & Cdn Inf Dive

T2 During the second half of June, a number of operations were
planned with the objeot of sbrengthening the bridgehead on its
southern and castern perimeter, An operation order for 5 Cdn Ini Div
and attached troops, issued on 18 Jun 44 , visualized the capture of
the LE U'AUT DU ROSQ - CIMUX feature on 20 Jun by 8 Cdn Ini Bde with
27 Cdn Armd Rezt under cormand, The entire field artillery of &

Cdn Inf Div, Logether with two field and two medium regimonts, R.A.,
two eruisers and one battleship, were to zive supporting Lire,

This attrnek was planned in eonjunetion with Operation "DRTADIOUCITLY
by 49 Brit niv, whoso arrival had completed’ the builé-up of the 50th
Rritish Corvs on the Canadians! ripht £iank. As the Canadian attack
was not o be launched until 49 Div had captured FOITMTIAY-Lil=PRSNFL,
and as that formation was umable to ach®ve this preliminary



objective, it became necessary to abandon the oparation a8 o vhole,
Yians were consoquently made for thrusts in othor directions.

75e In pursuance of vhat mirht be terned the agsressive defonsive
role adopted for British and Canadisn troops in the bridgehead aree,
Operations "APZRLOUR" and "OT AWA" were next plammed. For "ADERLOUR"

9 Cdn Inf Bde was put under comand of 3 RBrit Inf Dive The intention
was for ¢ Cdn Inf Bde and © Brit Inl Bde to advance south and scize

the high pround. about AUTHIE and CUSSY, exploiting, if possible, as

far as the maln BAYRUX~CARI road (Hist Sec File ART/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/

¥: S Drit Inf Div 0.0. No. 2, Operatlon MABERLOWM", 25 Jun 44; 9

Cdn Inf Bde 0.0, HNo. 2, Ope "ABERLOUR", 26 Jun 44), "ABGRLOUR™ was

to be followed by Operation "O0T¥4itiAY, in which 3 Cdn Inf Div and 2

Cdn Armd Rde were to capbture CARPINUET village and airfield (WeDe,
GoSe,y I1sQe 3 CAn Div: 3 Cdn Inf Div 0.0. No. 2, Opoeration "OTILAA",

28 Jun 44). Success in the 'CARPIGUET avea was essontlal to any

pincer movement directed apainst CALN from the west. But the

arrivel of "substantial enemy armour neaxr CARPIQUET, coupled with a
stronyg Ttk attack on CILUX, necessitated the cancellation of Operations
"ABFRLOUR™ and "OTTAWA" on 29 Jun. 44" (Hist Sec file APF/3 Cdn Inf Div
/C/F: Summary of QOps, 3 Cén Inf Div, 24 Jun - 1 Jol 44; #@Da, CeSe,
eGe & Cdn Dive 29 Jun 44). '

T4e A new plan for & Cdn Inf Div and 2 Cdn Armd Ilée to capture
CARFIQUET was prepaved Tor the morning of 1 Jul 44, This operation
was called "WII'DSOR", and 8 Cdn Inf Rde was selected to lead tha
attack (WeDoy GaSes MaQo 3 Cén Div: J Cdn Inf Div Op Instr foe I,
Operation " TIIDSOR, 20 Jun 44). At the timec vhen Operation "WINDSOR"
wos heins planned (29 Jun 44) British troovs on the Canadian right
flenk had established a firm bridgehecad across the River ODON, south-
west of CARPIOURT, as part of the pincer movement directed against
CATYe The conbemplated axis of advance led eastwards from the
vicinity of IARCPIET, then occcupied by 32 (Gds) Bde, for a mile

and a half over comparatlvely open country to CARPIQGUET and the

large airficld on the scuthern outsklrts of the wvillage., 7 Cdn Inf
Bde were to e prepared to seize ground east of the River !MUE to a
line rumning througsh BURON, AUTHIE and IRAIQULRVILIE, Extensive
artillery support was available, and ald from the air included two
sguadrons of rocket«firing rlanes.

75 Once more the tlrreat of egn enemy counter-attack developed
In the CARPIGUET sector and it became necessary to postpone
Operation "JI.MoOR", It was apparenlt that the enemy had a
substantial mobile reserve on the Army front which might be expected
to make an all-out effort to break through (WaDey GeSe, HiQs 3 Cdn
Div: DNotes on "Q" Gp held 1430 hrs, 30 Jun £4; Int Summary loe 15,
.Qs 3 Can Inf Div, 30 Jun 44). Accordingly, 3 Cdn Inf Div and 2
Cdn Armd Bde were re~grouped to repel any attack from the sast,
south, or socuth-east. 8 Cdn Inf Bde was withdrawn into divisional
reserve near CAIRON and BOUANVILLE, and 7 Cdn Recce Rept (17 D.¥.R.
Cele) was placed under command of 7 Cdn Inf Bdse. Active patrols
were malintained in the CALPIQUET area during the period of re~
grouping (Mist Sec Flle ANF/7 Cdn Inf Fde/C/F: Memo of Interview
with Lieut. L. Bergeron, 22 Jul 44), T

76, -~ On Dominion Day, a apecial evont occurred at H.(Qs & Cdn
Inf Div, then located at THAONe The Canadian Ensign was unfurlsd
at a ceremony attended. by Lt.-Gen. Crerar and othor senior officers,
Ineluding Lt.~Gen. G.G. Simonds, G.0.C0» "2 Cdn Corps, Lbt.-Gen J.T.
Crocker, C.0.C. 1 Brit Corps, and lMajor-fieneral C.C. Foulkes, '
G:0.Ce 2 Cdn Div (AFF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: ¥Hotes of Lte-Cole M
lMelellan, (1eS.0.I (Lizigon) 3 ¢dn Inf Div)s One account notéd that
"Enermy aircraft came over during the unfurling and considerable Tlak
went up® (WeD., G.8., 2 Cdn Corps lain: 1 Jul 44),
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THE GREMNERAL SITUATION AT 30 JUH

776 By the end of June a broad picture of Allied operations in
Frence showed the Second Tritish Army continuing to maintain strong
pressure against the enemy in the CATLN sector. As a consequence of .
this 'containing! straterny, the liberation of the CIERBOURG Peninsula
was randered practicolly complete following the capture of the port
on 26 Jun by imerican troops. By 1 July; 7 U.S. Corps were mopping

up the last Gorman rcmmants holding out in the nortn-west tip of the
peninsula, and alony with 8 U.S. Corps, began to re-organize in
preparation for further operations southward. [eanwhile by 28 Jun,

3 Corpa of Second ULritish Army hed driven a bridgehend, as already
noted, across the River ODON south of TOURVILLI, 11 Armd Div passing
through to bigh ground south of the river., At the same time; s
British and Canadlans propared to move south~east to cut out CAEN,
This penetration was to produce a mcst vioclent enemy reaction - in
the words of an offlcial commumigue of 30 Jun, "the most powerful

- counter-attack yot launched". '

78s The presence of so many of Germany's best troops (S.S.
Divisions) in the CAEN area was a somewhat unwelcome compliment to
British~Canadian powers of resistance. Probably never before during
the whole coursc of the war had four S5.S. Panzer Divisions been
asgsembled in so small an area.- Up the VILIERS RBOCAGE = CARN road in
tho latter part of June had come the tanks of 2 S.S5. Pz Div (Das
Releh) s Tollowing in swift sucdession appeared "a palaxy of talent®

- 1 S8 Pz Div tndolf Hitler), 9 S.S5. Pz Div (Prumdsber;) recently
from Russia, and 10 S.5. Pz Div (Hohenstaufen; - formations con-
sfituting the reserve vhich Field~lMarshnl Rommel had been assembling
behind the immediate battleo area (Hist Sec File ARF/Wirst Cdn army/
I/F Folio I: First Cdn Army Int Summary Ho. 16, 30 Jun 44), Prom
the quality and guantity of armement in and around this salient, the
German attempt to break through had "all the makings of the greatest
battle ever foupht between Briton and Germon’. Authoritabive fipures
are lacklng but in all probability the enemy had by the end of June
between three'ond foir hundred tanks ready for combat within the
battle areca {ibid.). It is to the credit of Dritish and Canadian .
infantry tra.o.ng wnt the German Panger Divisions were stopped.

79 Although the German attacks during the latter half of June
had been Tilerce, they were erratic. It has now been cstablished
that, despite the great weight of armour engaged, the -enemy did net
hurl in his full strength-even vhen the danger In Hormandy grew acube.
rartly owing to the threat of a further invasion in the reglon of
the PAS DI CALAIS; certain divisions were kept for emerpgency use in
the north. In the second place, the terrain did not encourage mgss
tanlk attacks. "In the BOCAGE the fields were so small that it was
inmpogsible for more Thean a few tanks to be in view of each other

at the same time.... The physical effort of advancing, even without
opposition, was prodiglous. t was nocessary bto make frequent dis-
mounted reconnalssance to find tank runs, and to bump and jolt
across baanks and ditches, olinging on for decar life, with one's
head swepht by the low branches of thickly planted orchards" (The
Times, 10 Nov 44, "Armour on the West Front"). NMoréover, around
CAZIT and CARPIVUET, where level wheatfields provided wide avenues,
the country was studded with farms and copses that gave perfect
cover for anti-tank puns. Such conditions discouraged the deploy~
ment of tanks in large formations. .

80. lienice Cerman divisions were sent Into the battle pilecemeal
not as elements in a "plamncd and coneerted manoeuvre of war" bub

as makeshifts to plug holes. Small groups of tanks backed by ine-
fantry wer'e thrown successively into the fight to blunt a spearhead
vhich was already beginning to threaten the whole Gorman defence
system south of the ODCH and ocast of the ORTE. Admittedly the
British spearhead falled to achieve an immediate breakthroughi but

('
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‘ it had the important effect of absorblng the greater part of the
enemy's armour in the west and in forcing him to expend his reserves
in lavish but essential locul counter-attacks.

81, In contrast to this steadily diminishing enemy strength,
by the cnd of June there was in Prance on #llied total of four
armoured divisions mnd eighteen infantry divisions (see Appendix

"B* for Allied Groupling of Forces in PFrance, 29 Jun 44), On 29

Jun, twelve Dritish and twelve American air-landing grounds were
operating in Normandy, and, although the Iunftwaffe offered spasmodic
resistance, Allied comnend of the air remained £irm.

82, In additionn to the normal means of support by bombers znd
fighters, the R.A.F. wore using more end more rocket-Tiring Typhoons
wnich spread havee in atbbtacls on enemy tanks, strong-points, 0:Ps:,
m & wvehicle corcentrationss It was z hepny change from the days of
1940~41 when under cover of the Iuftwaifife compact masses of btanks
and lnfantry were hurled at will ageinst carofully reconnoitred weak
points in Allied lines. HNow the enemy had to set about his tasks
vithout beneflit of air covers "vhile cur move and counter-move
passes unhindered, every German achion is subject to interference in
varying degrees from the air. Strategically his €>ms are harried
with a ferocity never before believed possible; tactically any
large scale conc suffers the same fate. This, pernaps, is one of
the many reasons for a complete gbscnce of auy similarity between
the German attacks of 1940 and 1944" (Hist Sec File ARF/First Cdn
Army/1/F, ¥ollo I: Firet Cdn Army Int Summary No. 16, Part I
"General Situation", 30 Jun 44),

OPERATION "HIFDSOR" = THE CAPTURE OF CARPIQUET

83 Broadly speaking, the July operations in North-West Europe
may be divided into three major phases. The first phase (28 Jun -
10 Jul) sow the capture of CAEN and the opnening of the U.S.
offensive at the base of the CINRBCURG Feninsula, ‘/hile 8 U.S.
Corps thrust southwards in the directlon of' TA HAYEL DU P'UITS, 7 U.S.
Corps drove south-west astride the CAREITAN -~ PIRIMS road (C.M.H.Qa
File 4&/Cen ipprec/3: General lote on Ooeratbions ops clts , War
0ffice, July 1944), The second phase (1l1l-24 Jnli witnessed the
British and Cansdian attack east of CAEV and the capture of ST 1O
by the Americans., The third phase (25-30 Jul) was nmarked by the
unsuccessful Nritish -~ Canadian effort to advanco along the CARN =
FATAISE road, and the U.S. break-throush west of ST LOe

84, For the Canadlans, the weeks of waiting, chiefly on the
defensive, ended on £ Jul vhen Operation "JIIDEOR™ wasg finelly

carried out, supported by a tremendous vaight of artillery. 38 Cdn

In? Dde with R. Upr Rif under commond and 10 Cdn Armd Regt in

support moved Torward from the BT MUVIEU area along the axis of
advance towards CARPIQUET. In correct anticipabtion of strengthened
eneny positions there were also mder command 16 Pd Coy R.C+.E., one
squadron Flails (22 Dgns), one squadron Crocodiles (141 R.A.C. -

tank flame-throwers), one sguadron A.Vs.R.Es (80 AslE Ban) and »
considerable number of anti-tank guns (Hist Bec File ARF/8 Cén Inf Bde/
C/F: lenorandum of Interview with Hajor Selie LeTH, QeUsHe OF Co

by Historical Officer, 1§ Jul 44; s also ARF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Folio
I: Summary of Cdn Ops and Acbivities 1 ~ 8 Jul 44 by Div Hist Offr:

9 Jul 44), In all 760 guns, including those of a monitor and H.ll
vattleship "Rodney", were brought to bear in the opening barrage

(WeDey GeSe; HeGe O Cén Inf Div: 3 Jul 44)., In the course of the
attack it was estimaicd that 428 gzuhs would fire spproximately 30,

250 shells (lcIellan, oOp. cit.).

B85 A counter~barrage was immediatoly laid doym by enemy
artillery and morior fire which did not, however, prevent the
operation frorm achieving substantisl success, With the ald of the
flails, flame-~throwers, A.VS.R.E. aad anti-tank puns, R. de Chaud
ané H. Shore H. had by 0700 hrs broken the opposition (vhich came

.;hi1ﬂ?5§?
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mainly from units of 12 S.S. Pz Div) and successfully consclidated
in CARPINULT village. Unfortunately, R. Vpg Rif, after reaching the
hangars at the south of the aoirfield were eventually compelled o
withdraw from them In the face ~f devastating Iire owing to the
failure of 43 Div on the right {lank to maintain its hold on
VIERGOITe #Fvacuated on the Sth, VERE0N was not re-entered until four
days later vhen it fell finslly in conjunction with the attack on
CAEK., Thus Q«0:Re of C, were not able to embark on their attack
against the sdministrative buildings in the east nnd the airfield it~
self was nof taken until ¢ Jul. . In short, against heavy artillery
fire ond froquent infantry-cum-tanlt counter-attacks, 8 Cdn Inf Bde
had %o fizht hard to hold its newly-won and almost isolated position
on the CARPIQUET feature, Fot until & Jul 44 were enemy strcngholds -
on its left ecliminated with the inaupguration of Operation "CHARIITOGD".

86, Heanwhile, on 7 Jul, ths main body of 2 Cdn Inf Div had
croesed the channel to join 1 Brit Corps, Maln and Near H.(Q. having
landed in Normandy the day before and set up at CAMILLY (VeDsy GoSo
Hofjo 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944), Second Army,tasks remained un-
changed; in the words of General Dempsey Second Army was intended
"o éraw tc itself and contain ths nmoximm number of German éivs:
to hold the present front; and vhen opportunity offers, to take
CABN" (Hist Sec File AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/R/F: G.0.C's. Activities,

7 Jul 44). It was obvious that such an achievemenit was indispensesble

to the success of the First U.S. Army in its oxpansion South and
East from the CHERDOURG Peninsula,

OPERATION "CIARIN/OCDY « THIZ CAPTURYE OF CARN

8%, beginning, therefore, at 0430 hrs 3 Jul 44, Operation
"CIART700D" was Lo be launched by 1 Brit Corps with the object of
capturing CALle Under ocormand were ¥ Cén, 59, and 3 Drit Divs, and
2 Cdn, 27 ond 35 Armd Bdes, From 1l or 12 Jul, 34 Armd Sde znd 2
Cén Inf Div wvould be in Army Reserve. It was plammed that 2 Cdn
Corps, after taking 3 Cdn Inf Div under its command, would come

into the line on 10 or 11 Jul and take over thé CAEDl sector vhether
or not 1 Brit Corps hod attained its objective. IT CAEN were
captured and a bridgehead obtained over the ORIE River, 2 Cdn Corps
would comprise 2 Cdn and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, and 2 Cdn and 33 Dirit Armd
Bdes pending the arrival of 4 Cdn Armd Div in France. On the other
hand if CALl were only partially ceptured, 2 Cdn Corps would comprise
2 Cdn, 3 (dn and 59 Divs, plus 2 Cdn end 33 Brit Armd Bdes, and vould
boe responsible for completing the capture and holding; the bridgehead.
Onece CANN end the rilver line were cloared, it was -assumed by G.0.Co,
2 Cdn Corps, that one division in the line would be sufficient, and
that 3 Cdn Inf Div could be allowed to rest (Hist Sec File AEF/2 Cdn
InT Div/EK/F: G»0.C.'s activities; see also WeDe., 2 Cdn Fd Hist
Sec, July 1944: General Simonds'! Conference, 8 Jul). On 8 Jul 44,
following ¢ night of hecavy bombing, S5 Cdn Div joined with 59 and &
Brit Divs in a zeneral advance southwards to CAElNl. Uithout great
difficulty, 9 Cdn Ianf Bde toolk BURCI, GHUCHY, and AUTHIE and then
moved south to capture FRANGUEVILIE, which brouzht it inte virtual
contact with CARPIQUET. Y7 Can Inf Bide, which had hitherto not boeen
comitted to batile, now advanced from AUTIIIE to talte CUSSY and
ARDEINIM, receiving at the same time heavy punishment from the

left flank where 59 Div hed been unable to reduce BITOT. NMeenvinils
as daylisht faded 3 Drit Div had reached the northern oubskirts of
CARY (Hlst Séec File ALF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F Follo I: H.Q. & Cén Inf
Div 9 Jul 44, and 16 Jul 44; s8ee 8lso, WeDey GeSe; Hola & Cén Infl
Div: July 1944),

388. 0 the assumption thai the majority of the enemy hed
ovacuated the city, & sguadron of 7 Cdén Recce 2egt were ordered o
brosk throush and seize such bridses as were still undemolished. 1In
view of the danper from snipers, only armowred cars were used. 3y-
passing the lmowm gontros of rosistance and assisted by French
civilians, the Mecce patrols worked tkeir way forward only to find
that all the bridges but one had beorn destroyed, and that one was

o



coynrad T strons ondsy sosts on the iurtise hank, ‘ecordingly,
thea scuedyen "stood by' on the defensive and nwajtsd the avpival of

“the infantery (fist Sae Plls ARF/7 Can Necen T\'!ag‘[;/C/}_": i< el & Sidaha U4 e

of ini.grvime Jith I%.~0ol, ™.C. Lawis, 0,0,, 7 Cdn Tacce Tagt 24
Jul £4),

O% ¥ this $ine, "omver, the erust of *he CATY delencaes liod
haan fazizoy @ snt-on O Il 44 O.D, & G, Tighrs were abla to 2dvance
ighd dintc the eity, oncountering dnly sli=ht resistanca, Thar
wevs followad, subsecuventiv, by the zenaindar of the ¢ Cén Inf Zdo,

7 Cdn In® "fe rennining in reserme north-assgt of CARF, In wvisw of
bite ismensaely imnrovaed siluztion,'D Cdn Inf 3de was pow oble to
comlnia the nostponaé nhes2 of 6jer'tion WITDLOER by oceiyling the
ramein’ v of its obiactivas % CADPITRNY, oreovar, during the nexy
far dnys, #% =m=e in p nosition to essist 43 Div in mopninz ap the

svan gouth~west of CUNT toreords the ORTE (CHst “ac Fila ANF/3 Cdn-Inf
DivfC/T:  Cawrmery of Onavotions, 1 Jul ~ 31 Jul 44).

QG marine 10 Jvl £ho sroeess of monHring np CANY went steudily
shand, Tha northora nortion of the ity was soon clasgrad snd asrnast
fichtineg w8 confinnd rinost entirely to patrols “siich firad at tholr
onpnosita mhars on Lhz south bank of the 0TIE, o intact bridres

n=d hean seenrad, _rantile, 47 Div, on the right flenk of 3 Udn

Ind Div, —ers workin: arovyd the city towards The confluonce of the
0DG and OUIE, & Cdn Ind Tide heing temsorarily mniey commznd for

thic oserntion. The ultilseate effort, however, wss directad to the | |
sonth nnd west and towvards the hisgh rround on vihich ran the WVRECY
vocd rnd which inecluded [TALTOT and BSCUAY, Althovupgh this advance mat
with heavy onsosition, sspscially on the lef't, none the lo2ss8, 43 Div
were able to nove ahead some t7o niles alonr the wole front,
oceupying the =zrea hetweon 8 TUAY and JALTOT, &So ropld - thrust
provoked vicious eneny raaction; wundsr e sories of comntar-a’tacls
43 Div relassaed [TALT0T althorgh still reteining their hold on the
hish ground to' the “rest of the village (C.'.UH.G. File 4/Cen Annrec/3:

mn

G2noral liove on Ororations, gp. elt., "Tar Office, July 1944).

91, Durinz *he night 11/12 Jul 44, 3 Cdn Inf Div took over the
3 Brit Div front in ths CAWT sector, sllotting to €@ Cdn Inf Dde the
mastarn and to 7 Cdn Inf Tde the eastern »nsrts of the to'm on =&

front of somo G000 yards along the OTIR, [t the seme time, 2 Cdn

Inf Div entarad the line, moving to z forward staginr srez north-
west of CATI, whore Cdn IThi Bde relioved 46 Bde of 43 Brit Div in
the gector VERSON - NTNNVIIIE - ROCRENIL. On the succeading night,

¢ Cdn InT Bde was relieved by & Cdn Tecce Tegt (2 Cdn Inf Div) =nd
withdrew for = short, rell-sarned rest (Hist Sec FPile AIF/3 Cdn

Inf Div/C/F Folio I: OSwwmwery of Ops by Div list Cffr, 8-15 Jul

443 and ABP/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/F Folio I: Sumery of 0ps =néd Activities
2 Jul - 22 Jul 44). Tuo “oys loter, on the nisht 13/14 Jul 44, § Cdn
Inf Tde we sizmilorly vithdrawn leeving the city for n brief »eriod
to 7 Cdn Inf Bde whieh was in turn relieved by 7 Cdn Tecce Rept.
Thonin water constant obsarvatlion snd fire Tron the eneny, CALY did
not revuire o loerger holdinp Tforce, the. Niver ONIN constituting "an
excollent noturcl obstacle" (fist Sec File ANF/3 Cén Inf Div/C/T,
Folio It CZumcry of Ops, 1-31 Jnl 44),

07, SloanrThiile on 11 Jul 44 at 1500 hrs 2 Cén Inf Div passed
finzlly from the command of 1 Brit Corns to that of 2 'Cdn Corps,
along irith 2 Cdn 2rmd e, 19 Cdn Fd Regt and 5 Cén 'Fd Coy (i,D.
G54y e 3 CAn Inf Div, 1 Jul - 31 Jul 44). The noin task of the
Canadinn Corns (wiieh, had already had 2 Cdn Inf Div mnder covrend)
wea Lo nold the CAUY sector snd "“by active patrolling" study the
probls: of reining ¢ bridsencad across ths River OFIF at #n un-
doterninad dele (IHst Saoe Pile ARF/2 Cin Inf Div/iU/F: G,0.C.'s
activitias, 11 Jul). This nroject, which inveolvad tha elesrence
of the CiEl’ aras east rnd sorth of the ORTE and the capture of the
PAUBOTDS DI VAUCHLL'S wes not accowplished, however, until 16 Jul
44, whan 3 Cdn Inf Div nushad southward in asccordance with the
larzer oanrational schene of 2 Cdn Corns 2nd & Corps,
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23, Following the capture of CAEH the Second British Army besan
. a series of attacks west of the ORIIE vhere the enemy with his richt
Tlank anchored on the FAUROURG DE VAUCELIES offered determined
resistance, even al tho cost of employing the inlentry components of
his armoured divisions anart from thelr narent armour (Hist Sec File
ASF/2 Cdn Inf Div/I/F Folio I: 2 Cdn Iaf Div Int Surmary lo. 1,
14 Jul 44). ‘hile 45 Div drew off enemy armouy by thrusting scuth-
east towards the ORI, 49 and 59 Divs on the left flank of 30 Corps,
and 33 and 15 Divs on the zight flank of the ODON salient, abtbtacked
south end gouth-west towards NOYERS ~ DVRICY. On the morning of the
15th, 12 Corps (which had recently btaken over from 8 Corps on the
right of 5 Cdn Mf Div) initiated still another movement southward.
The object on this sccasion was to zain the roadway along the high.
ground belwcen CABI and BVRECY, wvhich a previous attempt had failed
to secure (seec Para 90) and at the same btime to tempt enemy forces
from the east to the west of the ORNE., By nishtfall they secured
ESGUAY aond by 0600 hrs on the 16th. they had two brigades on the
high ground bebtween Z0UGY and BAS 4A'BSQUAY (liist fec File AWE/3 Cdn
Inf Div/C/F Follo II: Report on Ops 1-31 Jul 44 by Lt.~Col. i
Helellan). :

OPERATION "ATLANTIC" - CLEARING THE BAST BANK OF THE ORNE

Q4. In This maxmer the foundation was laid for the Army plan
termed "GOODFOCD 1EIEPING" ("ATLANYIC") vhich was designed to clear
the CAEN arca east and south of the ORNE, and at the same time %o
draw cnemy formations awvay from the First U.S. Army front by means
of a large-scale attack southwards to begin on 18 Jul (Hist Sec
File AZF/2 Cdn Corps/C/T: Op GOODWOOD IEETING md Op AJTAVTIC,

2 Cdn Corps Jneration Instr o, 2, Operation "ATLANTICY 16 Jul 44;
soe 2lso Hist Sec File ARFY/3 Gah Inf Div/C/F Folio I: Sumary Cda
Ops and Activities 16 Jul - 29 Jul 44; also, WeDe; HeQQe 2 Cdn Corps
Hain: July44)e Although the Cermans were vell duz in, it was
assumed that they lacled the requisite infantry to supplement tholw
bountiful stock of heavy supporting weapons, IHence, the British
Command counbed on a quilck break-throusgh by means of armour,
supported by air borbing and heavy artillery concentrations (W.D.,
2 Cdn Fd Hist See: G.0.Csfs "0O" Group Conference, 17 July, 1944),

95, As finally arranged, Operation YATLANTICY involved five corps,
1, 8, 12, 30 and 2 Cdne. According to the plan, 8 Corps wounld cross
the Rivox OHNE north of CATN, attack southwards and oceupy the general
aregs: BRUTTEVILIE=SUR=LAIZE =-- VIHOHT -~ ARGIGCES -=- PALAISD, To
delude the enocry as far as possible, the impression was to ve glven
that 8 Corps Intended to attack through 12 and 30 Corps to capture
crossings over the ORIN, from (aad including) ANAYE-SUH=-CRIE to
ETAVAUX. 1 Corps was to maintain a firm base for 8 Corps in its
present srea, and simltaneously with the advance of 8 Corps, was

to occupy the goneral ares TOUFFREVILLE == SAINEVILIE -« BAITEVILIE-
LA=CANPAGHE =- INIEVINIE, in order %o protect the left flank of

8 Corps.

96, The task of 2 Cdn Corps as a constituent of Second Eritish
Army was to gapture the FAUBOURG DE VAUCELIES, bridge the ORIME in
tho stretch 0367 - 0467 and thon prepare to exploit the hish mround
in the areas 0262 and VERRIERES (0660). Thus, 3 Cdn Ind Div with

2 Cdn Armd Bde (lese one regiment) in support should, first, use

one brisade to maintain g Tirm base in the CAEN area, second, Cross
the ORITE ab BENOUVILLE on the nisht of D minus 1/D, and thonce, alter
clearing the CALN area, east and south of the ORHNE, advance soutli-
wvards simultaneously with 1 and 8 Corps to secure the areas:

Factory (0762) - GIR'RVIILE - areca north of IONDEVILIE (by 8 Cdn Inf
Bde) and the FAUBOURG DE VATUCELITIS (by 9 Cdn Inf Bde)s 7 Cdn Inf
Bde was to remain in CAEN on the south side of the river ORIE reacy
%0 move across il called upon, . :
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97, Heanwvhile; on the left flank 2 Cdn Inf Div with the support

of one armoured regiment of 2 Cdn Armd 3de should, from its position
CLRPIQUET -~ ST QUEN =-- ETERVILLE, be prepared to cross the ORIE

in the area of FILEURY-SUR-ORNE and thence exploit to the south to

sccure the areg BASSE == IFS =-- ST=AIDRE-SUR-OR!IIE. In pursuit of

tiis plan, 5 Cdn Inf Bde had the task of capturing the high ground
north of the letter town, followiny which 4 or 6 Cdn Inf Bde was to pass
through and secure the VERRIERDS area (list Sec File ARF/2 Cdn Inf
Div/C/I, File III (d): Op Instr No. 2, 17 Jul 44; see also, 5 Cdn

Inf Bde/C/I: Op Order No. 1, 18 Jul 44).

98, One of the features o' the overation was to be the intensive
use of heavy and medium bomberse of the 6,000 aircraft available,
2500 vere heavy bombers which it was intended to use to neutralize
cneryy batteries and to obliterate other opposition to the movement

of armour across the ORNE.

05, By 17 Jul, 2 Cdn, 8 and 1 Corps were concentrated on the
left flank of the British Second Army in readiness for the operation
due to beglin on the moraning of the 13th. On the right of 5 Cdn Inf
Div in the CANN area was 2 Cdn Inf Div vhich was [lanked in turn
by 45 Div. 3Sending to the north-east, the left of 3 Cdn Inf Div
was prolonged slirhtly by 7 Cdn Recce Rept which, on the 17th, took
over responsibility for the divisional front along the north bank
of the ORINE from CAEN to HEROUVILLE, relieving 7 Cdn Inf iide which
went to rest at LA FOLIE. Along the =iver, too, left of 3 Cdn Inf
Div was 18 Cdn Armd C Regt vhich came under command on the 14th
(Hist Sec File ALF/3 'Can Inf Div/C/¥ Folio II: Meclellan Report on
Ops, 16 and 17 Jul 44).

100, Moanwhile CALIT had continued to receive steady attention
from enemy rortars and artillery, especially at night. At the sare
time, however, 3 Cdn Div artillery was not idle and on the evening
of the 17th successfully touched off a large enemy anmunition and
petrol dump in VAUCELLES. During this time enemy air action in-
creased over the whole 2 Cdn Corps area with the object, doubtless,
of anticipating Allied plans. Although technical rehearsals in
preparation for "ATIANTIC" were carried out during the three days
previous to the attacl, divisional A.A. with the aid of the R.A.F.
gave faithful protection against the inquisitive Luftwaffe as well
as enabling the Canadians to pgot the maximm of rest. Every 3 Cdn
infantry battalion was piven time off to recuperate, and even on
the eve of the attack, 17 Jul, 7 Cdn Recce Regt relieved 7 Can Inf
I3de; as has been noticed, by takins over the north bank of the ORINE
from CAEMN north-east to HEROUVILLE (Hist Seé¢ File AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div
/C/F Folio II: McLellan Report gp, ecit. ).

101. On the evening of the 17th, the preliminary phase of
"ATTANTIC" was launched asainst COLOMBELLES in the form of a
terrific bomber assault supported by a heavy artillery progrorme.
At dawm on the 13th, 2500 heavy and 600 medium bombers opened up
"the most concontrated air attaclk ever delivered". Approximately
8000 tons of hombs were dropned, blasting a frontage of 7000 yards
to pave the way for a powverful armeured and infantry attack from
the eastern flank of the CALY bridgchead (.De., H.Qe. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
Int Summerics 25: 19 Jul 44). As subsequent events were to reveal,
conditions for the attack were favouwroble, "since the deceptive
thrust south and southe-west towards HOYERS -~ EVRICY had drawvm the
greater part of the Gormen armour and reserves weat of the ORIE"
(Collell. o Flle 4/Gen Apprec/3, op. cit: )e

102, At 0745 hrs the general attack began. In the centre,

8 Corps with 11 Armd Div up, attacked southwards with 3 Cdn Inf Div
on its right flank and 3 Brit Inf Div on the left. The armour
especially nmade remarkably rapid pregress and by 1200 hrs had

reached the line HUBERT-FOLIE =-- LA HOGUE but owlng to inadequate
support some of the sains were subsequently lost. 35 Cdn In{ Div
crossed the ORIE near BIIIOUVILLE. Ied by 8 Cdn Inf hide, closely
followed by © Cdn Inf i*de, the attack was pursued southward down

the narrow corridor on the east bank of the ORNE River. Unfortunately
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about 1030 hrs R. de Chaud encountered tough resistance in the
neighbourhcod of the Chatecau at COLOMBELLES, and the whole advance
was temporarily retarded. However, C,0.R. oI C. were able success-
fully to by=-pass the arca and swing half-left to capture their
objective, GIBERVILIE. Ia the meantime, Regina RIf after moving
across the ORNE from CAEN occupied the suburb of VAUCELIES; N
Shore R. («ftor R. de Chaud had smashed opposition in the Chateau)
assaulted the factory buildings of COLOIBELILS, while Nth W.S.
Highrs roved on to take IIONDEVILLE, By the end of the day, 8 Cdn Inf
Bde held the area COLOIBELIES -« GIBERVILLE; 9 Cdn Inf Bde occupied
MOYDEVILLE and part of COLOIBELILS prior to relleving Regina Rif in
VAUCLLLESs The remaining two battalions of 7 Cdn Inf Bde were still
resting. IMeanwhile, 2 Cdn Inf Div vhich had been held in readiness
until later in the day pushed throurh VAUCELIES and advanced southw
ward towards FLIIURY-SUR-ORNE against strong enemy resistance (Hist
Sec File ARF/2 Cdn Inf Div/XK/F Folio I: Summary of Operations,
17 and 18 Jul 44),

103, On the whole, despite the Initial set-back around the
Chateau at COLOIBELIES, the attack had pgone wiell. The enemy had been
clearly outwitted since, from all appearances, he did not expect

the main assault to come from the obvious quarter it did (W.D.,

2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, Appx ©: 18 Jul 44). Horcover, despite the
tenacity of his armowred divisions, it was evident that the "thin skin"
of German infantry contained a good deal of low-grade material from,
the south of France (Hist Sec File, AEF/2 Can Inf Div/L/F: 2 Cdn

Inf Div Int Summary No. 4, 18 Jul). By the morning of the 19th, the
general area VAUCELLES - HONDEVILLE - GIBERVILIE was in Canadian
hands, and a general mine-clearance and mopping up took place. ¢ Cdn
Inf Dde took ovor the area FAUBOURG de VAUCELLES, relieving Regina
Rif in the northern part. R. Wpg Rif and 1 C. Scot R. (7 Cdn Inf
RBde) reached CORIELLES by late afternoon (1745 hrs). The efforts

of divisional engineers to bridge the canal and river near HEROUVILLE
had to be temporarily abandoned owing to enemy shell fire, but the
worlk was subsequently resumed.

104, leanwhilo, on the right flank of & Cdn Inf Div, 2 Cdn Inf
Div continued their advance. On the night 18/19 Jul, 4 Cdn Inf 3de
took LOUVIGHY and by the followinz evening 6 Cdn Inf Rde had captured
FLEURY~SUR~0ORINS, the high ground (0262) and IFS, in anticipation

of 6 Cdn Inf Ddesf advance towards ST AUDRE SUR ORINE and TROTEVAL
FARHM vhich took place on the 2Cth (Hist Sec File AEF/2 Can Inf Div/c/
F Polio I: Summary of Ops and fActivities 2 Jul - 22 Jul 44; also
ALF/2 Can Inf Div/C/F, Folio I: Report for July of 2 Cdn Fd Hist See,
2 Aug 44). Unfortunately, although 6 Cdn Inf Bde captured ST AIDRE
SUR ORNE, with BEAUVOIR FAR!!, VFERRIFRES and the high ground 0460; an
immediate counter-attack by infantry and tanks drove back the centre
battalion (S. Sask R.) with heavy casualties and forced the Essex
Scottish(who were under command) to yield ground. On 21 Jul, R. de
Mals occupied BASSE, and on the following day, ETAVAUX, thus
conforming to a successful attack on HALTOT Ly 43 Div on the right
flank, But the Germans continued to counter-attack furiously,
especially at ST ANDRE SUR ORNE, using their armour with abandon,

end increasing their air support. In view of the enemy's concentration
of strength and his possession of commanding ground, neither 4 mor

S Cdn Inf Bdes had achleved any spectacular advances, and thanks to
the swift appearance of unexpected enemy armow, 6 Bde failed
completely to consolidate its objectives (Hist Sec File AEF/2 Cdn

Inf Div/C/F Folio Ho. 1, op. cits )

105. Meanvhile, in the contre, 8 Corps (consisting of three
armoured divisions) continued to malce progress in the direction of
BCURGUEBUS. By 1600 hrs on 19 Jul, 11l Armd Div, against stiffening
enemy Pposition, reached the general area HUBERT FOLIE -- DRAS,
followed by Gds Armd Div which reached the area CAGHY - FRENOUVILLE
wvhile 7 Armd Div was occupyling the general area SOLIERS == FOUR.

on the left, 3 Brit Inf Div, attacking towards TROARI had worked
south to the general area EIEVILIE -- TROARN (W.D., H.Q., 5 Cdn Inf
Div, Int Summary MHo. 23: 19 Jul 44;. also, Hist Sec File ALF/3 C
Inf Div/C/F Follio I: Summary of Operations, 1 Jul to 31 Jul 44,
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10G. On 20 Jul, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was orderecd To relieve 11 Armd
Div in the area DRAS ~- HUBERT-FOLIE -- SOLIIS, 8 Cdn Inf 2de
assuming responsibility on the 21st for the area GRENTHEVILLE -
SOLIERS - I'(UR ~ BOURGUEBUS; 7 Cdn Inf Bde remained in reserve Iin
VAUCZELIES ard CORIELLES. Once positions were regarded as firm,
S Cdn Inf Div was to do a minimum of mamning and a maximum of rest
and reorgan’zation in preparation for further advances, keeping in
reserve at least one brigade (Hist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/I,
Folio IIT (d): Ops Instruction 19 Jul; see also AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div
/C/F, Folin I: Summary of Ops, 1 Jul - 31 Jul 44). 2 Cdn Inf Div
was orcdercd to hold its present ground with three infantry ;
battalion: and one armoured regiment. lMeanwhile 8 Corps was ordered
to r-organize its armour vith infantry holding.

2J7, The offensive had achieved only a limited break-through,
but in the words of a War 0ffice summary it ylelded "substantial
dividends by firmly securing the left flank of the Allied bridge-
head and by continuing to contain practically the whole weight of the
German Armour®" (4/Gen Apprec/3, op. cit. , July 1944,

108, For almost a weck after 1% Jul, bad weather restricted

air operations and confined the Pritish-Camadian armoured forces to
metalled roads, thus preventing any further substantlal advances.
Apart from the fact that this enforced halt enabled the enemy to
bring up more armour and artillery, the pause was welcome since it
permitted the heavy suns to be moved across the ORNE. By the night
of the 20th, 2 Cdn A G.R.A. had already crossed the river; B8

A, G.R.A. followed on the 21st. On that same day, 3 Cdn Inf Div
relleved 7 Armd Div and established contact on the left with 1456

Bde of the 51 (Highland) Div which in turn relieved the Guards
Armoured Division. It was arranged that both the Guards and 7

Armd Div should come under command of 2 Cdn Corps, the projected
Corps axis continuing along the line CAEIN - FALAISE (WVeDe, 2 Cdn Fd
Hist Sec, 21 Jul 44), VWhile holding the ground already pained 2 Cdn
Corps was glven the task in conjunction with 12 Corps of clearing
the valley of the R. ORNE as far as ST. AIDRE SUR ORIE in préparation
for a further thrust southwards (il.D., Army Ops Log lMain H.Q., First
Cdn Army: 22 Jul 44).

OPERATION "SPRING" « TIE ABORTIVE THRUST UP THE CAEN =~
FALAISE ROAD

109, Heanvhile a conference of 22 Jul had finalized the next
operation, "SPRIIIG", which was scheduled to begin on 25 Jul, thus
opening the third major phase of the month's operations. The first
object of this operation was the creation by two infantry divisions
of a gap through vhich two armoured divisions should "break", to
seize the high ground south of CAEll in the area FONTENAY-IE !IARMION
= ROQUANCOURT -~ LA BRUYIRE (0358 - 0558 - 0866)., Thence it was
plammed to clsar the castérn flank by the capture of the woods,
1060 - 1160 - 1159 - 1069, and further exploit southwards dong the
road CAEIl - FALAISE (Wi.D., 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, 23 July 1944). 2 Cdn
Corps was to undertake the task with 2 Cdn Inf Div on the risht and
3 Cdn Inf Div on the left. The Guards and 7 Armd Divs were undér
command, together with 27 Armd Bde from 3 Brit Dive In support,

2 Cdn Corps had 2 Cdn, 3 and 8 A.G8,R.A. as well as part of 4, It
was arranged that 8 A.G.R.A. and 27 Armd Bde should be stationed”
behind 3 Cdn Inf Div to secure the left flank of the corps (ibide)e

110. The operation was to be carried cut in two principal
phases. One, the capture of the line AY=-SUR-ORUE ~= VERRIERES ==
TILLY LA TAIPAGIE, to provide the armoured divisions with a good
assenbly area and starting line; two, the capture of the line
FOITENAY IE ZARMICHN - ROQUANCOURT, iollowed by the seizure of the
Cramesnil feature near IaA BRUYIRE. Divisional tasks were arranged
as follows: on the right, during phase one, 2 Cdn Inf Div with 2
Cdn Armd Bde (less one regiment) under cormand would capture the
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. 1ine MAY-SUR=ORNE ~- VORRIERES, On the left, 5 Cén Inf Div would
‘ occupy TILIY LA CAMPAGHE. In phage two, 2 Cdn Inf Div would capture
: the ground FPONTINAY LE MARMION == ROQUANCOURT, following which 7 Armd
Div would go throush %o teke She high pground around LA BRUYIERE. If
7 Armd Div were succesaful, 3 Cdn Inf Div was to wmove up Lo capturo
GARCELIES = SEQUEVILLE. )

111, At 1800 hrs, 25 Jul,; a haraseing programme had already be=
gen apgainat enemy gun, mwortar and other positions, By midnight of
the 24th, tho attack battalions of 2 Cdn Inf Div and the Nth N.S.
Highrs of 3 Cdn Inf Div moved ump to take position bLehind the start
line, ST AFDRE SUR ORME = HUBSRT LA FOLIE. At 2130 hrs, mediwm
bombera had abtbtacked the Torest south=-enat of BOURGUEBUS; dropping
hoavy concentrations of which 50 per cent wore timed to explode ab
06830 hrs on the morrow (Hist Sec 'lle ANF/G Cdn Inf Div/C/F Follo
IT: MNelellan Report, July 1944). In return the enciy ralded the
asseombly areas, using light and anti-personnel bombs vhiich cut mest
of 3 Cdn Divis line comrunicaticna. '

112, At 0330 hrs on the morning of the 25th; Nth H.8. Highrs
advanced on TILIY LA CAIPAGIHE in conjunction with 2 Cdn Inf Div on
thelr right, "Artificial moonlight" in the form of scarchlights
was ysed to mark the way aand o blind the cnemy but 1t was not as.
succesarful as had bsen hopad (Wele, GeSes HeQs & Cén Infl Div, 25 Jul
44)., Nevartheless; by 0900 hra the battalion had entored TILLY LA
CAMPAGNT: and for e time scemod likely to secure it. Bub in the face
of determinod rosistanco by Geran infantry, tanks, anti-tank guns
and mortars, they wers coon on the defensive, and on the following
day were Torced to withdraw despitc support from a squadron of 7
frmd Div and 27 Odn Armd Repgbte In view of this serious check, the
armour had nc charnce to break oute

113, Cn the right, 2 Cdn Inf Div had taken possession of HAY
SUR ORNE (Calpg Hlipghrs) end VERRIERES (R.l.L.I.) while 7 Armd Div
had coms Iinto position on tho sbart line ready to open Phase Il.
Unhappily, as a conmsequence of stiffening resistance on the part

of ensmy infantry as well as hullesdown tanks, guns and morters; the
advance &id not prograss much more. than half a mile., All the
offorts of 7 Armd Div (22 Armd Bde) and & Cdn Inf 3de (R.H.Cs) to
btroak through were of no avail. Agafnst strong onemy counter-
attacks, efforts to reach objectives elther failed to pet started
or (as in the case of R. do ¥Mais trylng for FONTEFNAY) were held up
by enemy armour, guns and infantry before thoy developéd momentum
(Fist Sec FPile AERF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F Folio II, July: 3 Cdn Inf Div
Report on Op "SPRING"; 25 Jul 44). The Brigade War Diary contains
8 pgrim note with reapect to the Black Watch (R.H.C.) "ssethe rifle
coys got only as far as the ridge overlooking the town (FONTEIAY LE
KEARMIOH) when they ceme under very hecavy fire end so far are
missing”,.” Two days later there was still no nows of the missing
companies {W.D., H:Qs, & Cdn Inf Bde, 25 and 27 Jul 44),

114, By the 286th, 2 Cdn Inf Div (R, Hegt C.) had been forced
back from WMAY SUR ORIE and ROQUANCOURT, suffering heavy ceasualties.
Almost ali the gains made éduring FPhase I were wiped out, and the
Canadianz with their backs te the River ORNE were subjected to |
continuous and intense shelling, espaclally on the exposed right .
flank (WeDe, 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec: 26 Jul 44?.

115, Under these circumstances 2 Cdn Corps had to contont ite
gelf with holding tvhe pround gaincd on the first day; +tho line
VERRIERES « S7 AWDRE SUR ORHE was to be held at all costs, For the
time being the vole was defensive, and any thought of embarking on
further stapgea of the operation was completcly abandoned (W.D.,

GeSe; HeQo-3 Cdn Inf Div: 26 Jul 44). Operation "SPRINRG" had falled;
but it had achieved ono end, By forcing the enemy to concenbtrate the
bulic of his armour on ong fronb, the Pritish had agein enabled the
Americans to take the oflfensive west of sT. IO whence tﬁﬂy droga
rapidly towards COUTAICES, GAVRAY and BRENAL. Indeed, "SPRING', as
we have notlced, was btub one element in that groater projeet which
had absorbed the ahtention of 21 Army Group since the initlal asseult
on § Jun. Tho Canadians wers delayed for over a menth before taking |
CAEN, but that viital communication conitre absorbag tho German srmouvy
irresistibly., In the words of Gensral Eiscnhower"«o..tho areca that

we had, that was mosbt valugbleto him (tho cnemy) waa CAEN; every
. ] .l i i F | il '.



“28‘"-

foot of ground he logt at CAEN was like losing ten niles anyvhere
glseswo' (Hlst Sec Tile BIHARR/Press. Confercnces: FPraeasa Conference
of General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 31 Aug 44). During thils vrocess
of attrition, the First U.S. frrmy found its opportunity to breal:
throurh on the right flank. By thoe snd of July this “break-
through" was accomplishad. The Americans had reached AVRANCEES and
had pushed thelr western flank 30 miles down the coaste.

REST AND REORGANIZATION

116. Meanwhile, on 28 Jul it was ennouncod that 3 Cdn Inf Div
would be withdravm from the line for epproximately ong week 1o Toe
equip, 4 Cdn Armd Div, plus 4 Drit Armd Bde, (vhich had come under
command 2 Cdn Corps on the 28%h) took its place. 4 Cdn Armd Div, only
recently arrived in France, consisted of 4 Cdn Armd Bde and 10 Cdn
Inf Bde with 7 Cdn Recco Regb under cormand, 10 Cdn Inf Ede took
over the area DBRAS = HUBERT POLIE + BOURGUEBUS, whrlie 4 Cdn Armd
Bde occupicd the line SOLIERS = FOMR = GRENTHEVILLE. By 31 Jul,

3 Cdn Inf Div and 2 Cdn Arvmd Bde wore back in their rvast areos,
COLOMBY SUR THAON == VILLONS LES BUTSSONS =- CAIRON <= THAOH,
“taking stock"; assimilating reinforcements, and Torganizing train-
ing for the next crack at the Boche" (Hist Sec Flle ARF/3 Cdn Inf
Div/C/F Folio II, McLellan Report, 31 Jul).

117, harding thls time 2 Cdu Inf Div relleveé 7 fymd Div in its
own sectors  The front was now held by 2 Cdn Inf Div on the right
and 4 Cdn Armd Div with 18 Cdn Armd Ce. Repgt under comnand on the
left, Despite the massing of strong enemy forces and the threat of
renewed counter-attack, 2 Cdn Corps was able to consclidate and to
begin plamning f{or the major thrust dovm the CARH = FALAISE »oad
{WeDoy GoSey HueQ: 2 Cdn Corps, 30 Jul 44).

118, Howeveri before the launching of this enterprise, which was
to prove so imwportant & turning point in the victorious Battlie of 1
Formandy, First Cdn Army came into beinz as an operational formation;
embracing all Canadlan troopsz in the northewost European theatre of
operations. The process of bullding up had been a’ prolonged onee

On 14 Jun, Tactical H.Q. left for the marshalling area and arvrived
in PFrence on the 17th taking up quarters on ths folilowing day in
AMBLIE, "a quiet village with whitc stone buildings and narvow
streets whica forced an elaberate track plan on Army HeQe" (W.Ds,
GeSsy HeGe Flrst Cdn Army, June 1944; and op. clt.. appendices 62
and 69)e At 2400 hrs on the 19th, Main and-gear TeQe were closed

in the United Kingdom and at the same moment openod (theorctically) )
at AMBLIE. On 21 Jun "A" Shift of the headquarters staff prepearaed
to leave for Normandy but, due to violent weather, 21 Army Group
postrnoned the move: A tentative date, 5 Jul, was then szet which was
again postpened to 10 Jul. Finally, on 24 Jung it was amnounced that
Turther moves would be delayed indefinitely, Tactical H.Q. remaining
in Frances As a consequance, on 26 Jun Main and Rear H.G. wore
closedion the continent ait CO0L hrs and at the same momeni recpened
at dEADIEY COURT, ILEATH'RHEAD, Surroy, thus bringing to an end "A"
Shiftss long sojourn in the marshalllng area (WeDe; GiSee HeO. First
Cdn Artry, Juno 1944)s Not wntil 24 Jul did "A" Shift occupy Main H.Qs
at AMBLIE, and "B" Shift was not landed until the 28th (ibid., July
1944 ).,

119. Undoubtedly the gales of 1926 Jun were responsible for
the oripginal decislon to "phase back' the First Cdun Avmy; and,

more important in the long run, they were a contribubting factor

in slowlnp down operations and thus delaying the expansion ol the
bridgehead and the capture of CAEN: The declsive influence in
postpohing the setting-up -of Army H.Q. was that of finding space
yithin the narrow confined of the WORMAWIY sclient, "...the exe
tent of the bridgehead and its physical capaclty to hold more CTroope
and eguipment, contributed the major portion of the considerations
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influveneing the Commander in Chief in his deslsions" (Hiest See

file AEF/Pirst Cdn Army/0/F Folio Wo, I; Highllights of Adminlatre

stion, 24 Sep 44). Gheer laeck of room made Lt desirasble  to svoid
encumbering the ares with eddi tional admlnistrative persgonel snd

thoir paraphernzlia, while at the same time, the teciicsal sifuailon

mads it nesessary to disembsrk troops, weepons, cmmunition and

suppiies. This requirement naturally wae given priozrity snd.vhe

original plan of setiing up Army H.Q, ficst bad o be Jettinonsd.
Howewer, by 27 Jun, 21 Army Group "were being asked" to despatoh addif-
ional formations to France as quickly as pessible, and a3 we have noticed,
Hesdqusrteérs 2 Cdn Corps, 2 Cdn Inf Div ené cppropricte glements of Corps
end Army Lroops ercssed the Channel eerly in July {(ibid), ]

120, Meenwnile, on 25 Jul, 1 Erit Corpa hed come undar command
of Plept Cdn Lrmy. which on thet day took over the esntern comnstel
sector of the Bridgehesd between CAER snd CUTSTHEHAM, Af 1200 hre
on 31 Jul 44, 2 Cdn Corpi® likewige camé under command snd B.«. .
first Cdn Army fook cover the CAIN area. The transfeor was welcomsd
by British ond Cenadiens elike; yet it Is warming Yo rewd in 2 Cdn
Corps Diary: - ]
fihile there is sstisfaction in becoming part of
Picat Cdn Army, there wlll be genulne ragret
In E& 2 Cdn Corpsa nt leaving Sccond Brit Army.
2 Cdn Corps relaticns with Second Brit Army snd
other corpa of thet fmn heve been axcellent and
while we learned much from them we found owr
ideas ancd methods of working already fitted theirs
sveprisingly well:. Thres somewhat complicaeted
plena were made end carried out with 2 ainimun of
fuss ené no serious nitehes.

{W.D., G:Se, H.Qe 2 Can Corps: 31 Jul 44)

127 . To sum up, it msy ba said that operaticns in July hed

opened the way for the mejor battle whose abject was Tinelly to

destroy the German Army. Thet task had elready bsen well bsgun.

As late Bs 22 Jul, the Hormandy battle eree was stlill asseribed ss

& bridgehead; by the enc of the month, the UL . Aray was entering
Brittany and preparing to turn the German line, loreéver, slthough

the snemy wod stlll fighting s dotecmined battle south of CAEN -

"the pivot om which the whole of "their forces in Normandy dspended"

= Mi# losaoe2 had been heavy (Hist See Pile AEF/Z Cdn Corps, "lmmediete
Report" on Opzration "TOVALIZE", 7-9 Aug @4). By 3% Jul, out of =

total of 28 divisiong, ineluding eight panzer divisions, in this battle
srea; two wepe belleved to have been disbanded as result of hoavy
ioasea, five were represonted only be remnsnts of the originel, end

et Jdeast 2 Purther aix had suffered severe caaualtles. HNorsovar, the
miiking of Brittany (not to spesk of the southern provinces) for
reinforcements had bsen carcied Lo 8 dangerous extreme, ae the °
sweaping Ameprican advance wes shortly to testify; henceforth, eny

fresh reserves were simost certsin ©o be drawn from the region nerth

of the River SEINE {C.B.H.2. Plle 4/Cen Apprec/3: General Bots on
Cperations, op. cit., War Office, July 1944).

122, Yet 1t wes ossentisl that the Germens hold the FAIAISE
area, snd the presences of 1 8.5, and 12 8.5. Pz Dive on the Cenadien
Cerps front acuth of CAEN teatifles to the earnestnesg of thelir
intentions, Portunately for the Cenadleans,; the enemy were not atrong
in infentry, end the srrivel of 4 Cdn Armd'Div ns well as 1 Folieh
Armd Div preovided the nezeasary srmour for the drive on FALAISE (B fug)
end the preperstion of the "FAIAISE pocket™ for the destruction of the
Carman Seventh Army.

12%, This report was begun by Capt. P.M. Hunter, R.C.A., and
completed and revised by Major G.3. CGrsgham, Gen List.,
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Histe 2l Officer,
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IPPEIDIX "aAY

ONDER OF SATILE WOR ASSAULT HASE (6 JUIT 44)

JUsstern Woval 'ask Force - Comprising two Assault and
gae Pollow-Up Forces, wrorking with Pirst U.S. Armye

Rastern Naval ‘fasik Force - Comprising three Assaulit and
ono Follow-Up Forces, working with Second Lritish Armye

Firot UsBe Mrmy  «= 7th UesSe Corps ==

4 UeS, Infanbry Nivision
82 1,5, Adirborne Division
101 UeSs Adrborne Division

we BN Ue8s COrnsg me=
1 8. Infantry Division
29 U.S8. Infentry Division
Tour llenger attalions

Seconé Fritish army - lst Corps we

3 Canadian Infantry Division

S Pritish Infantry Division

1 8.8, Dbrigade

4 Be8, Dripade ,
6 Alrborne Division, less Alrlending Brigade

= 50%h Corps =
50 Nritish bivision
-t Arm:y TI‘OOPS P

1 Asseuls Nrigade N.Ea
30 Arrio red Drigade (Flail)

Stpateopic Mir ¥orces -~ under diroction of General Risenhowers
Second Tritish Tectical Air Torces - .
Rmf;h Ve Sa Tactical LAir Toreces

Above Order of Battlc as shown in Ce.r.H.Q. file 4/Cen
Apprec/G:  Ceneral Nose on Oporations Issued by A4Cele

Cafa (Oporantions), Jer 0ffice, June, 1944, This Order

of Batisle doge not extend To indepondont armoured

brizades, such as 2 Cin Armd Pde which participated under
cormand of 3 Cdn Inf Dive, By way of Turther amendment to the
shove record, menbtion may be made that the 6th Alrlendinz Brigade,
o the lwitish 6%h Airborne Division, aid sctually perticipate
in the assault pbhase, less sne battalion which was seabornec
The plicers of this lizizade made n succesaful landing near
AMFRAVIIIE at 2100 hrs, 6 Jun 44.

1
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APPENDIX "BV
GROUPING OF FORCES (20 JUN 44)
FIRST U.S. ARMY SECOND BRITISH ARMY
Army Raserve
101 Airborﬁo Div 30 Armd Bde {(Flail)
; 33 Armd Bde
5 0.8, Corps 1 Corps
2 Arymd Div S Cdn Inf Div
1 Inf Div 3 Brit Inf Div
2 Inf Div ' 51 Inf Div
59 Inf Div { Part)
7 U,8, Corps 6 Airborne Div
- 2 Cdn Armd Bde
4 Inf Div 27 Armd Bde
9 Inf Div 71 Inf Bde (ex 53 Inf Div)
79 Inf Div 1 383 Bde
4 S5 Ede
8 U.S5. Corps ' 8 Corps
85 Inf Div 1l Arnd Div
90 Inf Dlv 15 Inf Div
82 Airborne Div 43 Inf Div
: 4 Armd Bde
31 Tk Bde
32 gds Inf Bde (ex Gde Armd Div)
18 U.S. Corps ' ' : 12 Corpa
3 Armd Div 53 Inf Div (leas ons bde)
29 Inf Div
30 Inf Div 30 Corps
7 Armd Div
49 Inf Div
50 Inf Div
8 Armd Bde
56 Inf Rde
U.S, TOTALS BRITISH TOTALS
2 Armé Divs 2 Armd Divs
P Inf Divs 9 Inf Divs
2 Alrborne Divs 1 Alrborne Div

5 Armd Bdes (Indag)

en Apprau - on as s'of Ordar of Battlo,
War 0ffice, 20 Jun 44



. APFTEDIX "C"

TOTAL CD.HAT‘IM.Q ARITY CASUALTIIS ~ NORHAHDY PATTLT ARFA
(a8 reportec 50 Nverscas Canodian lccords OLLice ,LONLON)

Reported from 6 Jun 44 until 2359 hrs 5 Aug 44

Officers Other Ranks
Killed - 140 1740
Died of Wounds = 43 552
Wounded - 273 . b94g
ilssing ) ~ 64 1248
P.O.W., - B 58
723 10547

(The above figures reprosent, very geonerally, casualties
for the period treated in the present report - § Jun -~
31 Jul 44,)

Reported from 6 Jun 44 until 2359 hra 24 Jun 44

Officers Other Renks
Tilied - : 40 456
Died of Wounds = 5 65
tiounded - ’ 129 1623
Hissing - 40 727
P.Oo?’c o b v
214 2871

(The above [lgures afford a general incication of
the casvalties suffered by & Cdn Inf Div and attached

troops In the opening phase of the campaign, although
) - an cxact "cut-off date" cannot be given).

(C.l0.H.Q, Records (ffice =-Statistical
Report of Casualties "F.A.", Appendix
to "A" Tists)e
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LAST LIGHT 6 JUN 44
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THE HISTORICAL SECTION, GENERAL STAFF, CAMADIAN MILTARY HEADQUARTERS, LONDON BY CPL.F.SHADLOCK, R.C.E.
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