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Operations,of First Canad1an Army North-west Europe, AN v 26 198

31 Jul-l Oct A/ a4 (f’relﬁ] gz Report) ¥

l Q; “This is a: hr91iminnry-repert on the operations of
_First Canadian Army in North: West Europe during. the period 31
3. Jul to 1-Oct 44, Th fori' of treatment and in the extent to
Lol e wWhich g defaiied study of eventsiis -avoided (the account of
Operations in geﬁeraﬂnnot»d%scendlng below the bripade level)
it conforms to the nattenn set . by Report Ne. 131, to which it
forms, a sequel 58

= =«

- P ' Bike ite pfbdeeeesor trds” summary is designed merely
to serve 1nmediete reference purposes; and to provide a
‘foundzticn for a later and more detailed study of the.operations

. -.under discussion, From a wealth ot documentary source material
wqwﬁnavailaﬁle, only suf?ldient has been drawn upon fo establish

; in ‘broad.outline the operations that form the subject of the

-ugreporﬁ Tn.addition’'té reference being made to Army, Corps and

. Divisional War Diaries, l'emofanda recejved:from officers of No,

-2; Canadian Field Kistorical Section-have'been consulted, and the
compiler of. the rn'ort has.had the benefit of.access to the
despatches of the C.0.C. in-C., Flrst Cdn ﬁrmy, to the Minister
of National Defence 3

3. S0 THe prefent 1eporu describes An outline the operat-
ions’ of First Cdn Army and the formations under its ‘command
+, b during the two. decisive months that began with the smashing
... 0f the Viual German pivot &t FALATSE and saw the Canadians
edvance Trom Normandy’ to the LEOPOLD CANAL,

4. .. " The init tial operation virtually destroyed the German
- cesrcnth Army and precipitated the rout of the enemy forces
from Nor'thern France, At the end.of the period First Cdn Army
-was in poisition to launch the attack that was to clear a
stutbornly resisting foe *from control of . th: sea .approaches
to ANTWERP, Between the se two phases came the crossing of
- the qEINE late in:August and the rapid pursuit of g fleeing .
enemy up‘the Channel Coast and into the Low Countries., One
by one during September the all-important. Channel Ports were
~ invested or encircled, and the enemy deprived of the flying-
bomb sites and the heavy gun positions from which he had
bombarded Southern England. Operations at CALAIS, the last
port to be talken, ended on 1'0ct, As October opened the stage
+ - Wwas being set fer the €anadizan attack across the LEOPOLD
B Canal, the reduction of the BRESKENS pocket, and the success-
ful ciearing of the “OUTH BEVELAND penineula. British forces
~ under ,command of First Cdn Army were in training for the
---assault on WALCHEREN, the final stage - in the clearing of the
SCHELDT Estuary that ‘opened to Allied shipping the port of
. ANTVERP,, the uge of which was‘now essential for fufrther
of”ene;ve operations.

q‘ It seems bOSSible that next to the actual invasion
of Normandy, the battlé of the F ~ALATSE "Break-ont" will be
rated as the operution that mcde the most decisive contribut-
ion to the successful prosecution of the entire eleven-month
campaign in North West Europe. The full significance of the
defesat there inflictéd hpon the enemy will be discussed
below, This. tremendous- task was ¢arried out by First Cdn Army
as its first majer operational assignment {
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6. When, at 1200 hrs on 31 Jul 44, First Cdn Army
assumed comnanﬁ of 2 Cdn Corps and all Canadian troops in the
North West European Theatre, the building up of the Army on
the Continent as an operational formation was at last complete
« (W.D,, G.S., S.D., B.Q., First Cdn Army, Jul 44: Appx 102).
The process had been a prolonged one., Fer seven weeks
following D-Day Canadian formations in France -- 3 Cdn Inf
Div and 2 Cdn Armd Bde -- had been under cormand of Second ~
Brit Army. (First Cdn Army's Tactical H.Q. was established
at AVBLIE on 17 Jun, but the setting up of lMain and Rear
Army Headquarters in Normandy was of necessity leferred until
23 Jul because of lack of sufficient space witiin the narrow
bridgehead (see Repert Mo, 131, paras 118-112); Until CAEN
was captured and the line of the River DIVES securced there
simply was not room for another Army H.Q. and its associated
Air Force Tactical Group to come 'in, But there was need for
further troops. Accordingly H,Q., 2 Cdn Corps and 2 Cdn Inf
Div were brought to France ahead of *rmy Troops, landing on
6-7 Jul, At 1500 hrs on 11 Jul 3 Cdn Inf Div and 2 Cdn frmd
Bde came under cormmand of 2 Cdn Coris, which operated under
Second Brit Army until the end of the month, On 23 Jul First
Cdn Army took over command of 1 Brit Corps, and assumed
responsibility for the left flank of the Ailied front, from
the CAEN - I'EZIDON railway to the sea, 2 Cdn Corps remained
under fecond Brit ‘rmy for Operation "SPRING", 25-26 Jul
(see Report No, 131, paras 109-115). On 29 Jul 4 Cdn Armd
Div, which had just reached France (27 Jul), came under
Corps cormand, and two days later, as noted above, the
cormmand of all formoations of 2 Cdn Corps, togcther with Army
Troops alrecady in France, passed to First Cdn Armyv,

< The front now allotted to First Cdn Army extended

. from the ORNE River (which had become the inter-army boundary
on 31 Jul) eastward and northward to the sea, Forwarded
defended localities ran rong throurh ST ! 1DRE~SUR-CRKE
(0261), BOURGUEBUS (0761), FRENOUVILLE (1162), Vest of
TROARN, LE I'ESNIL (1372) and SALLENELLES (137&). In the right
sector was 2 Cdn Corps, which included 2 Cdn Inf Div, 3 Cdn
Inf Div, 4 Cdn *rmd Div, and 2 Cdn Armd Bde, with 4 Brit
Arnd Bde under command. On the left, from the CAEN -
I'EZIDON railway to the Channel coast, were form.tions of 1
Brit Corps, —- 2 Brit Inf Div, 51 () Inf Div, 49 (VR) Inf
Div and 6 Airbornc Div.

8. The sector held at the end of July by First Cdn
Arny, and in particul=ar by 2 Cdn Corps, was in a strategic
sense undoubtsedly the nost important part of the entire United
Nations line in Northern France, A very brief review of the
march of events in Normandy since D-Day nay serve to show the
vital significance of this CAEN-FALAISE area for both sides,

9 The basic plan for the Normandy campaign had been
to 1land an Areriecan Army on the right and a British Army on
the left, to capture local bridgeheads, sccure a firm lodge-
ment area with sufficisnt room to aséemble large forces and
the requisite administrative installations, and then capture

' the CHERBOTRG Peninsula. Vith the port of CIERBOURG taken the
right wing would then strike southwest, secure the BRITTANY
Peninsula, and then swving east in a large turning movement
towards the River SZINT, the outer flank of which would be
the River LOIRE. On 2 general scale these operations had been
accomplished durng June and July with little variation from
the original plan, although with considerable delay in the
fulfilment of the time schedule, (See Report No. 131) (Hist
Sec file ANF/Tirst €dn Army/C/T: Iirst Canadian Army Lectures,



ggghCampai in Norn*nﬂy vp to the."Brenk out" Battle South

of C’EN 7 lug 44 Brip. °C.C¢, ¥ann, D.%,0., Chief of Staff,
25 N’ov 44 ' 4

10.; This great door thot the Americans to the west were
charged vith foreing inwards was hinged ot CAEN, Once the cnenry
had failad to destroy or contain our bridgehead it becanme
vitally inportant to him to hold 2t all costs his position

here (or =s near CAEN as he was abl:.to maintain himsclf),

At first it was the anchor on wich depended. the maintenance
-~of all communications to his form~tions in the west; l-ter,
when the realization of the need for withdrawal was apparent,
it became the necessary pivot for an orderly swinging back

of this line, 15

13, But he night not rctain posscssion casily, It was
the deternined intention of ths Allicd Commander-in-Chiaf
(Gencral ontrorsry) to force the enemy to hold the pivot
with the greatest p0051510 strength (W,D,, 2 Cdn Fd Hist “ec,
Jul 44: Appx 5, Notes on 2 Cdn Corps "C" Group, 30 Jul 44).
Evary Fanzer or S.S. division h:1d in the linc opposite
C’EN meant oné less for usc in counter-attack further west,
And so during the latter pert of June and throughout July
the task of Second Brit}ﬁrmy hod been to draw upon itself
as muach of the enenmy's armour 2nd TCSErves 2s possible, in
order to keep- to a minitmm the qtrength or ‘tho forces
opposing the Amerieans in the CI'FRBOURG Peninsula and- in
Brittany. /

X2, This role had been %ucces¢fullv carrizd out. German
srmoured strength brought into tha CAENW area at the and

of June for counter-attacks (sec Report No, 131, para 78)

was held there by thr increasing PTessuro arerted by 2 Cdn
Corps and the rest of Sécond Brit ‘rmy during July (ibid:
para 83). In ‘the meantime U.S, forces,attscking on 25 Jul,

. had broken throufh west of ST L0, and, pivoting-on their

left in the CAUONT. (7159). arca, h d ronchid MVRANCE™S .(2817)
- by the end oF. the month. By l tug Second Brit Army, “dvancing
more slowly near the hinre of the door, hed ryached the
general line BENY. BOCAGE. (6742) = exclusive VILLERS, BOCAGE
(8177) -- oxclusive TOYERS (07(2) -=- 'VRFCV.(Q?fQ) -- to its
Junction with First Cdn Army at the ORNE, The forward troops
af First U.S. Army, now swingi.g eacstward, were along -the

. line AVRANCHES = VILLEWIrU-LPc ~-PORLES (3833) - TESCEY-SUR-

- VIRE. (5207) « €T "ARTIN-DES~BES/CES (6711) at which point
they had made contact vith Second Brit ﬁrny. On the outer
edge o the door Ceneral George S. Patton's newly committed
Third U.S. Army had bezun the task of clearing the BRE™T
Peninsula, siriultaneously with that of initiating the Vright
hook" along the LOIRE towards LE [ ANF, ALENCCN and ARGENTAN
(W.D.y G.E.y Ousy Do, First Cdn Arm", lug 44: Appx 4,
First Cdn nrvy Ops %unﬂcry Ho. 1€ 1 fug 44).

13. The situation on 31 Jul vhen First Cdn "rny assumed
responsibility for 21 Army Group's front eastward from the

+ ORNE still demanded the maintenance. of a holdins role which
would comy )2l the eneny to réta n strong forccs in the CAEN
area, For the German line was indeed strong*y‘hcld :Faecing

1 Brit Corps, north-of the C/HN - IEZINCH railway, three in-
fantry divisions (711, 346 and 272) vere dofending the natural
' ‘obstacle of the DIVES Valley in country topographically
unsuited for major offensive action by ecither side. Manning
the cefences in the sonthern sector, from the same railway
qcrose to the ORNE River, were threp frn|ured form~tions

-= 12 8,8, Pz Div (}1fler Jugend) . Pz Div (Leibstandarte
Adolf Pitler) and 9 .8, Pz Div zhohan staufen) (First Cdn
Arny Int c‘ur:zr'l"rv Vo. 32, 31 Jul 44).
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I, How long vas this ho]cinr role that h=d been
assigned to Tirst Cdn 'Army to continue? Was the time not
appro‘ching for =n attaclk to be delivered th=at would snash
the German pivot and closes the channel oF escepe of the forces
in the Vest? The answer was’ to be found in ‘the ability of the
-eneny to naintain his prosent streneth in the arca south of
:CAEN, And this in . turn depended upon the ch'ng‘ng situ tion
further west, : :

1q_' ., Up.to: the end 0" July the prodding Cznadian
attacks and the thr*jt of a “sjor thrugt dovm the C’EN-
I'BZINON or CAEN-TALTSE axis had- “orcod the: G-rmens to keep
a concaentrotion oP arnonr cast of the ORNE at: thé: expense of
stiffening their defences further west, The enemy's strength
"t t is tine wes such as to render inpractiesble the launching
a full-scale offensive ngainst the pivot. But the nonentun
wHich the American drivt w-s achieving in the west was soon
to compel 2 regrouping of Georman forces th#t would oren the
way for a rajor Cancdian attack, The rapidly deteriorating
situation on the enanv's laft flﬂnk demanded the novement of
reinforcenents to thst sector, i7 the advanec of First U,S.
: Army .and Second Brit ‘rny vas to be checked, “lre?dy 21 ".S.
Pz Div had beecn taken from the TROARN area (1667) cast of .
CAEN, in an attempt to hold bhack the Ancricans and British
north of BENY BOC*GE (6642) (ibid.). “hould the
eneny weakcn his position across 3 the C'EN-FALAISE road by any
further removal of his better fornations from' the areca,
the time would be opportune “or the C. n.dians to ﬂt+pnpt a
bres k-thronﬁh (Lt.~Gen, Si.onds, "O" Grovp Confarence, 30
Jul 44), ’ivprecinting the proh‘bility o' such an operation
'being ordered within the irmediate future, the ’rmy Comnmander,
with the Commender-in-Chicf's L?proval, hed instructed Lt.-
Gen, -Simonds to prepcre plons for an actual attack with the
objective FALAISE (Mann Lactures, 295 Yowv 44). On 1 'us H.Q.,
2 Cdn Corps cormenced dotailed p nnin~ “or a thrust to
TALAI"E, to be known as Op: T-"’cmn "TOTLIZE" (W Di, G.f.,
£.Q.y 2 Cdn Corps, 1 Aug 44), And the next day, s&s though
to confirm the “rry Corm“ndwr's opinion theot tPe time for
attack was near, 9c.5, Pg Div [ovﬂd wyst acrosg the ORVE to
the BENY BOCACE area’ (T rst Cdn Army Int Sunnary Jo. 34, 2
lug 44),

16, __ Beforc proceeding with an account of the'planning
-2nd exccution,of.Oreration “INTALIZEY a bricf surmary should
be made of the disposition of the Canadian formations eround
CAEN :zni their participation in the events of the week leading
up to the launching of the "‘ajor attack on 7 *ug.

i L By 31 Jul, after a period of several weeks in

the field 2 Cdn In* Div and 2 Cfn Arnd Bde had been withdrawn
ron the line for 2 bricf period of reorganization, Fornations
and units of 3 Cdn Inf Div were in their rest area back 2t
COLO! BY-SUR-. T:AON (99277).

18, 2 Cdn-Inf hiv under the cormend of Maj<Gen C.

Foulkes, 7.3.Z.,, vas holding the westcrn end 'of the Canadian

- Arny front with 6 Cdn In- Bde on the right at ST ANDRE-SUR=-
CRNE, 4 Cdn Inf Boe on the left at VERRIFRES (0460), and 5

Cdn Inf Béo in reserve at FLEURY-SUR-ORME (0?64) Units of

2 Cén Armd Bde (w!'ich wrs under ecommand of 2 Cdn In- Div)

were on the left bank of the ORME at LOUVIGNY (0165), refitting,
and restoring their fighting vehicles to a battleworthy
condition, s :
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19, .: -In the area from the CAEN-FALAISE road eastward

© Yo the Corps boundary was 4.€dn Armd Div, commanded by

: Maj-Gen -G, Kitthingy D,.S.0, y. Whith had relieved 3 Cdn Inf
Div on 30 Jul. H.Q.,.10:Cdn- Inf Bde was at CORMELLES (0565)

. with forward units in BOURGUEBUS. Armovred regiments of 4

Cdn Armd Bdé were based ot SOLIERS - (0862) and FOURS (0962)
near FRENOUVILLE, on the extreme left of 2 Cdn Corps front.
(4 Brit Armd Bde, which hed core under Corps command on 28
Jul; and subsequently. returnsd to-fecond Brit Army on 3 Aug,
was resting, at LA VILLENEUVE (9470) ..

20, : Vhile. planning nrocee@ed for the éoming major
operation, and units and formations made necessary preparations,
during the f‘J.;r’st week in August, 2s part of the general.
rrogramme of maintaining ‘steady pressure against the enemy,
three-minor attacks were launched on the Corps front, Two

.of thege were mounted with-the additional purpose of ‘giving
battle experience to the newly-arrived 4 Cdn Arrd Piv, which
had yet to receive its bap*ism of fire (Lt-Gen, Qimonds,

Vi Group, 30 Jul 44) :

Ay, A The first of *hnse small—scale oporationa.was mount=
ed- by 2 Cdn Inf Div'in an atfemrt to recover TILLV-DA=-

* CAMPLGNE, which had been held -for a time by Nth'N.S, Highrs
during Operatlon "SPRING" (see Report No, 131, para 112?

The attackywhich was carried out on the morning of 1 Aug by
Calg Highrs, with one company of R, Régt C. in regerve, and
supported by one squadron of tenks (Freys), was: drivan.back

, by streng enemy tank resivtﬂnce. "7

224 . 2 Cdn Divt's left boundary was changed so as -to
include TILLY-LA-CAMPAGNE.4in 4 Cdn Arnd Div's area, and on
2 fug 10 Cdn Inf Bde made a further attempt upon the town,
Linc and Welld R, supported by a troop of Sherman tanks of

- 22 Cdn /‘rmd Regt launched a silent attack at :0030 hrs,; but
‘“once -again the encmy was too strong to be -dislodged, -and the
battalion withdrew to BOURGUEBUS. lo, more succns"“ui .was the
‘ attempt made by 4 Cdn Armd Bde- on the evening of § fug to
occupy L. HOGUE, Two platoons of Lake Sup R, (Mot) with one
squadron of 22 Cdn Armd Repgt failed to effect an entry into
the town in the face of cnemy small armsg and nortar fire that
could not be neutralized (V.D,y G.S., 4 Cdn ! rma Divy, Aug
44: Appx 10).

OPERATION "TOTALIZE" - THE BREAK-TFR“UGH SDUTH OF CA EH (7-11 AUG)

iAok B ki On 4 Aug General Montgomery isqued instruetions

for a heavy offensive to begin not later than 8 Aug, and

Jon the 7th if at all possi‘le (C/1-0 Operations 21 Army Group,
C.=in-C, Directive M156, :4 Aug 44). The larger ‘task piven to

First Cdn Army was definite ancd ur?ent == to launch a heavy

attack from_the CAEN sector in the direction of FALAISE and

- thereby smash the vital pivot of the German armies in Normandy.

More specifically tre immediate objects of this vital operation

weres - ;

(a) To break through the enemy positions to the
south and southeast of CAEN,

" (b) To gain such ground in the direction of

: FALLISE as would cut off the enemy facing the
‘Second: Brit Army, and rénder their withdrawal
difficult,: if. nob impossible, -.

(e) To destroy equipmnnt and pemsonnel as preliminary
to possible wide exploitation of success,

(Mann Lectures, 2 Nov 44.,)
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24, Fronm an eneny viewpoint the strength of these
positions must hove seened tricd ~né proved. /cross thc open
ground of the CAEN plnin he had throe lines of defence. His
strong front liné vas on the doninrting gronnd based on the
villages of MAY-SUR-ORNE, FONTENAY-LE-'/Ri'ICN, ROQUANCOURT,
TILLY-LA<C"'P’GNE, LA HOGUZ and BELLENGREVILLE (3061). His
-sécond line ran from BRE" LVILLE<SUR-L/IZE (0553) through
FATTIEENIL (0252) and ST SYLVAMIN (1353) to AIR/N (1£58). Fis
third was building -in.the nrea of POTIGNY (0144) and the
LAISON River valley. The ORNE and LAIZE Rivers forned a
natural protection for “is left flank and the flooded valley
of the DIVES was his safeguard on the right. (See Arpx "aA",)

25. In these ‘defence positions the Germans had concene-
trated a fire power that warranteé their confidence in their
apparent invulnerability. Dug-in tanks and S.P. guns (about
40 Panthers and ¥k IVs =nd 20 Tigers) in an anti-tank role

" were suppleriented by numerous (probably sas many =s 90) 88-rn
- guns of A,A, units, converted from a FLAK role .to be used as
2nti-tank or field guns (HMist Seec file AEF/First Cdn Arny/
C/F: First Cdn Army Irmcdirte Report Mo, 55. See’also First
Cdn /rmy Int Summery No, 29, 28 Jul 44, "Developncnt:of ths
Gernan 8,8 cn Gun"). In addition large nunmbers of =edium and
field guns, machine-guns and nortars, combined to compl:te

a defensive position stronger than any fiecld defences nmet
during the campaign outside of the SIFGFRIED LINE (Mann
Lectures, 25 Nov 44).

26, Since 31 Jul furthor chonges had occurred in the

~ disposition of the forccs menning these :lines. The cneny's
‘reaction to the IMmerican break-through at LVR/NCHEE vns a
decision to collect in the west alnost all his strong Panzer
fornations and to strike a heavy blov ot the U,S, flank, He
therefore proceeded to tonka his Panzer and .S, divisions
out of the line opposits First Cdn and Second Brit ’rmies
and-move “then west to the MCRTAIM arca, rcached by First i
‘rmy on 5 Aug (First Cdn Army Ops Surmery No. 25, © Auz 44
But in doing this "he had. pulled the strongest screws out of -
his esscntial hinge" (Mann Leetures, 25 Nov 44). By 7 ‘ug

9 Pz Div and 1 8.5, Pz Div had becen transfcrred across the

ORNE from the Canadian front., Only one Panzer fornmation renained
in the nrea -- the badly-bottered Hitler Yovth Division (12
S.S. Pz Div). Replacing the S.S. divisions that had moved

was a new arrival, 89 Inf Div, in“position on the German left.
On the right units of 272 Inf Div had hecn stretched west-
wards fron TRO'RV to fill the gap left by the deporture of

the Adolf Hitler Division. Somevhere in the rear was another
Division hurried in from across the: SEIVE -- €5 Inf Niv

(First Cdn Army Int Sumnmary Nos. 38 and 39, 6-7 fug 44),

And in support of these 'forces wns the strong concentration

pf dug-in tanks, S.P. guns and converted &8.rm Flak.

S
Xs

L A note mizht be interjected here rogarding the
cneny's n- thod of employricnt of his troops and his menner of
reinforcing his positions thronghovt the entire Normandy
Canmp~ign, '

28. His early faulty aprrceciotion of the 21lied intention
had lged hinm to expect that the Nornandy assaunlt would be
followed bv a greater invasion between,LE H!VRE and

BOULOGNE, He therafore lept his foreces north of the SEINE
intact, holding t'en therc whilec his position in Normendy
stcndily deterioratad, until finally he h~d to bring then

dovn piececmeal into a brttle thot he had already lost. And

. the movement was carriad out under the rost difticult
conditions. '
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The gr=atest single adverse factor in the °
eneny's position was his air inferiority.

It meant th~t nost of the bridges over the
~SEINVE and LOIRE-were cut before D- ay and

thnt he wis forced to nove rescerves and _
supplies by ro~d, It reant’ that he covld not :~
usz. the rords by day Andin the shoért nishts”™
could cover only short distonces. It ncant
th~t his guns and H,G, and positions and
rnovernicnt wore alwoys subjeet to now attack.
Finally it meant the morale of the troops was
sorcly affected, Ficld Marshal KLUGE dcse-
cribed on 31 Jul with impressive eloquence -
!The eneny"s nir supsriority 4s terrific and
snothers aliost ev iry one of our moverients.
Bvery roverient of the cheny, however, is
preparad and protected by his nir forec. Losses
in men and equiment are extraordinary. .. ... ..
‘The riorale of the troops hos suffered heavily under
constant rmrderous eneny “ire ..." ey

{iean ledy - 559 20 Hey 444)

29. Lack of traasport handicapped still further the
eneny's movenént o? troops, Only his ar—cured form~tions were
riotor-borne, The rest travelled on foot, by bicycle or with
horse-transyport (nrisoncrs taken from a unit of 85 Inf Div
on 9 Aug reported thot they had just complzted a ten-day
cycle trip from ~ABBEVILLE, during which our air cffort hed
forced thom to travel by night) (¥.D,, G.Sf., H.Q., 2'Cdn Corps,
Aug 44: 2 Cdn Corps Int Surnary No. 36, 10 lﬁg 445.

30. As a result of these factors, thc enefty Was nover
able to gain tho initiative in the ompioynant of his reserves. .
Th-t 1s why he was forced to throw 1nh his reinforcements as
last minu‘e stop-gaps. Thrt is why the reconnnissance

elements and arnour o his form-tions, being first in the area,
had to be cormittad =s a natter of enforced expediency r:ther
than for =2ny tactical advantaze.” And with his tanks being used
as anchors to hold his infantry in osition he was rarely able
to employ then in an offensive role. Vot until the first

week in fugust, when Jdnfantry fron the nértheast h'd trickled
into his gun-studded defonce lines south of CAEN, was he in

2 position to relemss his ~rnoured forn-tions” for the too-
long withheld counter-attack further vest. i

31. ' Addressing his senior officers on theg morning of
5 fug the Army Cormander, Lt.-Gen. H,D,G. Crerar, used these
words: - . -

I herdly need to stress the obvious, yet it may
be worth while eriphasizing th~t we have reached
wh t very much appears to be the potentially
decisive period of this five-year World War, I
firmly believe thet a hirhly successful, large scale
operation, now carried out by one of the Armies.
of the Allied Expeditionary Force, favourably
placed for that pufpose, will result ihithe
crushing conviction to Germans, even of the S.S,
variety, that general defeat of .the German Armies
on all parts has become ‘an inescapable fact, A
quick termination to the war will follow. On that
count, our responsibility is a proud as well as

a great one, and I have no doubt but that we
shall make-%he 8 Aug 44 an even blacker day for
the GCerman Armies than is recorded against that
same date twenty-six years ago.

(Hist See filé ARF/First Cdn Army/C/I: G.0.C.-
. in-C's, wemdrks to Senior Officers, 5 Aug 44).
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32, Realizing fully thetremendous strength of the
German positions (the Army Commander and meny of his senior
staff officers had personally watched the launching of several
previous attacks in CAEN area):Lt,-Gen., Crerar laid dovm
certain fundamental principles for the plannins of the
operation. .

My basic tactical plan required thot, even
though, in view of the obvious requirements
of thc military situationg:it was imrossible
to: disguise our general intentions from the

.. , .enemy, the attack should secure the maximum

i-g o of surprise ns to means and mathods employed.

,' vit i A further. important requirement was that the

.+ technique of the attack should ba such as
largely to neutralize the lone range and great
strength of the cnemy's anti-tank defence and
to ensure that our infantry got through and
beyond the eneny's zone of dense defensive fire,
dsveloped mainly by his mortars and machine
‘puans, without hecavy casudalties. The essentials
were the closest “ntegration of fire and move-
ment, and the denial to the encmy of the time to
anticipate ns wgll as the ability to see, With
these principles before him the detailed plan
for the.attack was drawn up with very great skill
by Lt.-Cen. Simonds.

(Army_Commander's_Report to the Minister, 1 Sep 44

33, - .. To mount, the attack on a scale -suf“icient to
ensure success CGeneral Simonds declced that it would be
necessary to emnploy threé infontry 'and two armoured divisions,

~and an armoured brigade with each infantry division, These
forces he found in his oyn 2 Cdn Corps (2 Cdn Inf Div, 3 Cdn

Inf Divy 4 Cdn-Armd Div, '2.Cdn Armd Bdc, 2 A/G,R.A,) and in

- formetions brought under command, -- 51 (¥F) Inf Div, 1 Pol
- Armd Div, and certain troops from 79 Armnd Div (.a:regirment of

flails and a squadron.of A,V,R.E.). In addition he had in
support considerable Air Forces =nd 9 A.G.R.A. (Hist Scc
file, ARF/First Cdn-£rny/C/T: 2 Cdn Corps Immedi-te Revort
on Operation "TQ?Anggﬁg. ~

34, As indicated ~bowve thec Corps Commander had three
major problems to solve in his planning for Oneration
WPOTALIZE": = ‘ ) : ;

(a) How to achi:ve surprise;
(b) How to neutralize the eneny's défensive fires
(¢) How to effeect a deep penetréfioh of infantry

beyond the enemy's screen of mortars and
maching=puns. , g

oi3E Briafly'the Corps plan proposed the following

solutions: -~

(a) Tovabtack under cover of-darkness, and to
- begin the forward movement of our troops
similtancously with the commencenent of
fire support; :

(b) To use heavy bombers to add devast-ting
effect to the fire programme;

“(e) To transpert the infantry, through the zone
of defengive fire iz hsavily ormoured
carriers,..- - : :

: 5 "
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3657 o e This dnringly novel seheme to emhloy armonr at
r_night with R.A,F. Bombers giving close support to infontry
in the darkngss involved many difficultics, the surmounting
of which required detailed planning of the shrewdest and most
careful kind. By moving t-onks under cover of dzrkness the
‘great range nd advantage of the cnemy's 88-mm guns, accurate
‘at 2000 yards, wonld be nullified, But therec was the problem
‘of ‘keeping direction at night, csjecially in the thick dust
‘that would be raised by the aerial bombing. Several aids to
navigation were devised. It was decided to have the positions
and -bearing of thrust lines fixed by survey for the leading
tenksjy to provide.wireless directional beams along the axis
of the advance, operatimng to tank No, 19 scts; to employ
Bofors guns firing tracer along each flank of the attack;
during the progress 6f the operation te have thrust lines
marked with lights by A,Vs.R.E.; ané to use scarchlights

-as an artificial supplemﬂnf to the moonlight (a moon just .
'uast the full 'would rise ortly before midnizht).

A The tcryets for the H. E loads of the nipht bombers
would be illuminated for them by ?ﬁ-pounder red and green
marker shell fired from artillery behind the start line, It
was realized that cratering would hove to be accepted in
these target arecas with a view to isolating the corridor
through which the armour and infantry were to advance. To
gunrd against the danger of deafness from bomb blast a
special plane flew bales of cotton wopol over from England, to
provide ear plugs for the troops in the forward area, who
would be advancing simultancously with the aerial bombardment
(Hist Sec file AEF/First Cdn-Army/C/T Ope ration "TOWALIZE"

Docket s “Regutst fopr Air Sgppor ot

38 Thv problum of transporting the infantry thrau?h
the mortar and wachine-gun zones was mat by introducing
for the first time the usce of Pricst (S.P.) NM7s and V14
half-tracks as armoured personncl carriers (Hist Sec file
AEF/First Cdn Armv/C/Fs H,0,, 2 Armd Bde Reporty Op
NTOTALIZEM), The 105-mm gun wes romoved from each Of the
72 Priests just withdravm -from the artillery of 3 Cdn Inf .
Div and the aperture coverced with armour .plate. During theé
brief training period available before the operation, personnel
of 4 Cdn Inf Bde were practised .in the use of these converted
vehicles. It was not .long hefore they were calling them
"nfrocked Pricsts". (The successful employment of these new
carriers. led to.the loter use of stripped Ram t(nks, sami-
officinlly designated "angaroos")

39. Operation NTOTALIZE" was to be carried out in

three phases, =~ the "Breakein" at night to seize the FONTENAY-
LE-MARMION position; the daylight "Broak-through" to smash

the HAUTVNESNIL-ST SYLVAIN defence line; and the "Exploits
ation", to seizs o jectivas in depth. (See Appx "B",)

40, - The initial phase was to be carried out by 2 €dn
Inf Div with 2 Cdn Armd Bde under cormand on the right, and
by 51 (H) Inf Div with 33 (Brit) Armd Bde under command on the
left. On 2 Cdn Inf Div's front 2 Cdn Armd Bde with 4 Cdn Inf
Bde and other troops attached would seize and hold the high
ground ‘CAILLOUET (2555) area quarry (0654) % CRAMESNIL :
feature (0756) and exploit to CAUMIESNIL (07%5), Simultancously
6 Cdn Inf Bde would mop up behind the Armoured Brigade Group
and decure ROQUANCOURT and FONTEMAV<LE&II/RMION, During the
seccond stage of this pha 5 Cdn Inf Bde with 6 Cdn Armd

Regt wos to secure BmeTJViLLF-SUR LAIZE, On the left the
first objective of the Highland Division was the LORGUICHON
wood (0757) - ST AIGNAN DE CRAMESNIL (0956) - GARCELLES-
SECQUEVILLE (0858). In the second stare it would move on to
capture in succession SECQUEVILLE=- LA-CAFP’GNE (0959) and the
woods in the area 1160, 1159, 1058
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41, In the sccond phase 4 Cdn Armd Div on the risht
and ‘1 Pol Armd Div on.the left, nttacking through the
objectives of Phasc.I,;werc to smash tlirough the cnemy's

'secandﬁry,defences alonp the HAUTHECNIL « ST SYLVAIN line,

They would then push-right on to their final’ objectives, the
hizh ground on-cither side. of the CAEN-FALAICE road,”

respéctively northwest of POTIGNY (1044) nné east of

SOULANGY (I241). During the.second phasc the two infantry

~divisions wers to. secure firn bases, .2 Cdn Inf Div about
BRETTEVILLF-SUR-LAIZE,. 2nd 51 (¥) Inf Div in the woods north=-
“west of ST QYﬁVAI“ . _

42 Phase III wws to scc thu two _rmour’d divisions
exploiting-in a wide. .circle ¢bout F/LAISE, their cormon

boundary being the FALAISE-ARGENTAN road, At the same time

3 Cdn Inf Div, which during the carlier. part of the:
operation was.to remain in its area ot COLOMBY-SUR-THACN,
would be rrepared to move forward bn orders from the Corps
Commander to take-over the areas HAUTIESNIL - BRETTEVILLE-
LE-RABET (1050) and the high ground =2t point 140 «(1347).

43, ‘Tha start line was along the ro~d ST ANDRE-SUR-

".ORNE =« HUBERT-FOLIE (0662). -~ SOLIERS (0862). The inter-

divisional boundary was the C/AEN-FALLIFE rond, inclusive to
2'Cdn Inf Div, H-Hour for Phase I was 2330 hrS'on 7 Aug,
Phase II would start 2t 1400 hrs on 8 Aug., (These @ates were
24 hovrs ahead thosc oriwinclly plannod, stepped up
follow"ng the ndvance on Seconc Brit Army's front.on 4 Aug,

‘== C,0f 8, 1-7-0, Vain First Cdn Arny, Tinuteg of G.0.C.=-

1n-C's lorning Joint Cont erence, 5 Aug 42),

24, . The Air;:Plan, upon th'.ufuec#ive exccution of which
the success of the whOI’ operation ‘de pendcd, consisted of two
phases, to coineide with the Tirst and sccond phases of the
grourid plan. General Simonds foresaw th-t if all -a¥ailable
air support were. used for the braakqin on the enemy's forward
defensive. position, there would be no fire support. available
for« thbbreakythroughon the reqrwnrd positiony-except .
diminished fun support, unless a substantinl pause was to be.
introduced, with a rc sultont loss. of . moncntum, On th2 other
hand, by supporting the break-in at nizht by hesvy night
bOmbers and all available. gun support, the heavy and medium
day bombers world. he ~vailablz for fhwbrmﬂpthrough Jnuxt day,
at a tiwc when gun support would begin to decrease (W.D.,
H.Q., First €dn Army, "ug 44: Appx 14, Op cration
"TOTALE?ﬁ“, Requost for Adr Support).

44, To secure thu hea vv bomber support rncnired for the

'opﬁration a:concise plan was drawn up 2t H.Q., First Cdn

Army and embodicd in a_"Request for Air Support".: This request
was submitted..to R.A.F. Bomber Co“nand an@ aftar discussion

"~ had taken place at a Jo_nt Army R.AF, ’Conference held in the

United Kingdom at H.Q., A.E,A.F. on 5 Aug, the plan, with
minor adjustments, was approvcd by Bomber Command (6 0.C.-

{ ian’ Yorning Joint Conference, 5 Aupg and 8 ilug 44. See also
18, O0F 8+ 1—1-0 ."Record of Telephone Converqation, C, of S,

First Cdn Army and Col G.S. First Cdn Army, from H.Q., A.E

* 4.F. to Main ‘rmy H. Q. at 0F21308"),

RG> rlan as npproved providhd for the following air
operntions On the night of 7/8 Aug, between 2300 and 2340
hrs, 1000 hezvy night bombers of R. ! .F. Bomber Cormand were
to hlast with -H.E,® the villages of ’RY-SUR-ORNE and TONTENAY-
LE-MARMION on the r:ght -and LA I'OGUE, GARCELLES-SECQUEVILLE
and the adjacent weods: 11058) on the: 13ft It was intended

. that this bombing should-destroy the enemy's main dsefended

localities ﬂnd ttnk harbours on the flanks of the high ground

~attack. : ol o

t

v
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47 In rhe second phase, from 1235 hrs to 1355 hrs on
e Aug, Fortreqses -nd' mddium ‘bombers of 8 U.S.AAF, would
~deal similarly ' vwith 8T SYLVJIH bRFTTHVLLLJ sQUR—LAIZB and
"GOUVIX (0751), dropping H.E, and Pragnentatioh bombs. In
“ddition a fragncntation cargat only vould be' laid over the
;area; bounded by CINTHEAUX' (0853) - CAUVICOURT (1053) -
?AUTLMSNIL (0852). Its purposc wos to provide a curtain of
,~alr bombardment mo"inﬁ SoﬁtDM'ros on - thz frontage,of atta ck,
bohind which the ‘armour!wéuld be launched for = breck-throuah
‘There would be-no“ecrateriny to impgde: the forward .movenent of
our ~rmour, In thé lirht of Iater daveloprcn: 5,1k ds
dmportant to -note that in the case ‘of all targets.in both

- phases, the plan.rllowed fon a.safety limit for the advancing
troops based on a distance of 2000 yards from the designated

: gtninp points (OQerﬂtion "TOT LT&E" Eegucst fog ir Support).

48 £a In addition‘to this bonbln" prOgranme 83 Group
Rs A T, nﬂ O 1.8 L Ak By %r’od to earry out armed reconnais-
sance Tronm first 1ioht on 1us-1 over the general area
south of' the linc URVILLE (0”50) ~ BRETTEVILLG~LE-R/BET --
.bsmast LA-CIMP "GNE (1149)  with the object of attﬂcking all
my novoment to or from thu attlo arca, )
49 The concentration of t nkq "nd armovr d cn rriers
:3—1n the two Armoured Brlrado Groups ‘that waited for H-Hour
‘behind the:start line was pocked in o unique formetion. During
the afternoon four longz, narrowy, tight columns had formed up
in each divisional assenbly area. They werd grouped to follow
two: parallel lanes ofadvancé. within erch division's
. ‘bounderiesy three coliirns along the right .axis, and:one along
the left, Fach colunn vweos composed of a Ygapping force'" to re-
move rines and mark routes-for the troops who. followed, an
"asgault (forcs" to seize rnﬂ ‘hold the 'fnitial objcetives of
Phase I, and & "fortrﬂcs forc 2" to ‘secure thp_disp“rs 1
§ area : i A 2y !

SQ ; In 2 Cdn frﬂd nd Gp the gappinP force in . each :
column consisted of two troops of tanks (27 and 10 Cdn . Armd.
Regt), .two troops of flails (1 Lo*hian) and .ons.troop of
AVs.R.E. (79 Aslt Sqn R.5.). Thé composition of the assault
force dl"fored oni each axis. The three.columns ‘on the right
"each contained onc battalion of 4 Cdn Inf Bde riding in the
newvly converted armoured carrie ers, with two troops of tanks
and two anti-tank troopq Th> assault elemcnt of the left
hand column was ¢omposed of & Cdn Recce Regt and att-ched
troops. 10 Cdn {rmd ‘egt provided the fortress force that
brought up the rear of each column (2 Armd Bde Renort. Op
UTOTALIZEM), . . : B ,

Gy Ve Al Promptly at 2300 hrq the flrst wave of heavy
bombers: roured over .and at 12330 hrs the advance of 2 Cdn

Inf Div and 51 (¥) Inf Div cormeneed, As the armoured columns
crossed. the start linc Bofors guns began their directional
firing along the axis of the attack. From Heplus-15.the

beans from. sixteon sesrchlighits sited’in.the LOUVISNY and IFS
arsas illuminated the svenue of advance, It had been part of
the plan to.achicve surprise that no: artillery bombardment
should precede the attack, Now, at 2345 hrs ). the barrage
started on the opcning line, qnd was picked up by the
leading  troops without undue dif“iculty. The erery was -
evidently taken corpletely unawares, ond there was no
irmediste reaction from hin otlicr tién. shelling and ‘direct
AP, and Li.k, fire from his tanks and -S,P. ‘guns. Throngh clouds
of dust that at tirmes guite neutralized the artificial and
natural roonlight, the cight columns of arnour, each with

its wvehicles four abreast packed. tightly nose and taily
roldled forward: towards thcir objectives.
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qR 4k There were frequent -cellisionsy and in several eascs
vehicles wandering out of ‘the colurnn were -engaged by our own

‘troops.in the dark or were destroyed by-the onemy. Shortly
. after midnight.a dense ¢ncry smoke-screen threw the colunns

terperarily off coursey and thoe encmy opened.-up with A.P.
fire ot close range from cither S,P. guns or tanks. uevgral

; -vehicles were hit.and set alight, but it was obvious thot

the Gerrmans could sec little of . vhot was hapening, and had’

. ~-no idea -of the: moonitude. of the colurmns that were passing
--by then (2 Cdn Aryagd. ] de quort Op. "TOTALI?E") .

:j63 2 Bv first 11 ht each colunn on 2 Cdn Inf Div's front

Had reached ‘itssdispersal srea,, with the ereception of the

. Essex Scot group ot the rlght:which had mistakenly deployed

At ROQUANCOURT: and cane in some hours Iater. A thick ground
mist enabled reorganization and consolidation to be earried

- out with the minirwunm of interference fron the cnemy. The

accuracy of the night navig-tion becaric <vident when daylizht
showed that each group was within two ;or threc hundred yards
of the exact points previously chosen. from ~ir photographs.

- 11k -objectives in the "fortress arcas" were nov firmly held

by units of 4 Cdn-Inf Bde -- - Bssex Scot -in CAILLOULT, R.H.L.I.
at the Quarry (0654) and R, Regt C, in GAUNESNIL -- and by

-8 Cdn Reece Regty which had moved along the Ieft axis of attack,
- and was now. in the woods north of the crossroodq 07%6 (W.D,,
- H.Quy 4 Cdn Inf Rde, G-Aug.d4), i oo e L

54, .. . In %he: rosntivey 6 Cdn Inf Bde had met with

unnxpﬂcted difficulty in mopping up. the contrcs of resistance

- by=passed by thc armoured columns. S,. Sask R, noving forward

on foot in the avenue between the.rqws of* tanks 0&¢the lelt
and right thrust lincs, took ROQU'NCOURT, without. serilous
opposition, shortly after 0300 hrs. The two.villages of
;NﬂY~SURaORJE and FONTENAY-LE-)ZRMION, however, in srite of
the acrinl, bombardnent £o which they "hed been subjected,
continued to be strongly held by the cvening (a prisoncr
captured nt FONTENAY-LE-M/RI'ION said thaot during the borbing
the defenders- withdrew into the crves and tunnels connecting
these villages with the old CAEN stone gusrries, and so
avoided casunltices). (2 .Cdn Corps Irmedi~te Report, Cpecrations
"TOTALIZE",) Stroeng countur- ttrclks with- tanks were met, and
by lote #fternoon on 8 Aug, after flane-throwing.'"erocodiles"
had been used on eneny-strong points with good ef "ect, both
villages had been taken, NAY=-SUR«ORIE by Fus M,R. end
FONTEN.Y-LE-MARMION by C Fierons of .C, (W D., H. Q., 6 Cdn

Inf Bdey- 8 Aug ), t : !

: 55, On the loft of the Corps front-where 1 (H) Div was

“ttecking, the pattern of events had closely rescembled theot
the Canadian form»tions further:west,~On the flank R.AF.

| bombers had dealt -with LA-HOGUE and GLRCELLWS-SECFUEVILL

Armoured colurmns of 33 (Brit)-Arnd Bde: carrying 154 Inf Bdc
and by-passing TILLY-LA~CAVPAGNE on -either flank, had by C600

“ hrs teken their objectives in the Gf RCELLE;-SJCQFEVILLE -

ST  ATGNAN<DE<CRAMESNIL .area, TILLY-L/~CAL'PAGNE, maintaining
to the end its reputation for stubborn rosistanco, was the

i+ scene of bitter fighting throughout the early hours of D-plus=-
1, After a ‘strong-encmy counter-attack by cleménts of 89 Inf

Div had been broken the village finally:fell to.a:Scaforth

‘battalion of 152 Inf Bde -supported by tanks,.shortly after
1100 hrs, In the late afternoon 153 Inf Bde put:in its a+tack

on SECQUEVILLE-LA-C/MPAGNE and -by dusk had captured the village

‘ahd .about hal? of thb biv ‘wood 1059
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56. Phase I of Opération "TOTALIZE" had becn entirely
succcssrul. The noval use of tanks with infantry in armourecd
carriers rt nicht had offceted a penetration of five niles
through stronr onery defences, and opencd the wvay for extensive
nopping-up and fuTthuT of fensivz op:rations, At the end of the
first 24 hovrs easusltics of 2 Cdn Inf Div were only 400. An
estimsted 1000 R.W, had been taken (2 Cdn Co 1cdia
Roport, Opcration "TOTALIZEY), The break-in had eaurht the
cneny unawares, It remainsd to be ssen how of” cetively we could
pursue - our initi.l cdvantages before-he should h-ive tine to
rhcovcr his Hdlance and qtranvthcn ‘his roar defenccs. .

57. : Ph*se II of the air’ programnc cornenced on tinc, as

a stronF forece of Flying Fortresses and uedium bombers of the
Eighth U.S,A,A,F, dropped their loads on BRETTEVILLE-SUR-
LAIZE, ST SYLVAIN. and the HAUTYESNIL-C?U?ICOURT'area. There
were 1lnaccuracics in“finding the tapgets and ‘a nunber of .bombs
fell on MONDEVILLE and CORFELLES in the rear, In the latter
apea -Tactieal Hoadquarters 'of 3 Cdn Inf Div was hit, and the
Diyisional Comnander, Maj.-CGen. R.F.L, Kcllnr C.B. ﬁ., suffered
injuries. Brigadier K.G. Blacksder, D.S,0., .C., (Cord 8

Inf Bde) took ov 't .as acting G,O0. C until the appointnent of

.. Maj.~Gen, D.C, Spry on 18 nug} to command the division (V.D N
g

@.S., H.Q-, 3 Cdn.iﬁf Div,

=8, Pronptly at 1355 hrs, on the compl:ition of the air
bormbardnent, the second phasc of the ground operations of
"TOTALIZEY rﬁs initisted cs-4 Cdn Armd Div on the right and
1 Pol Arm@ Div o the left passed throush the two infantry
‘@ivisions to launch the atisck thet was dosirncd to broak
thiough.the 2neny's segond defonsc line and capture the high
crmnnd in trg ‘nreas northwest and soutbgast of" PPTIGJY

59. : A ‘The taak of 4 Can Arrd Div was to capture the

“PONT/ Il eLE-PIN fezature, a conrnanding ridge three niles long

thet paralleled the CAEN-TnL&l“E highway.on the west-side,
zust north of POTIGNY, Hirh points in the feature were 180
0747),.195. (0846) and 206 (0942)..4 Cdn Arrd Bde wes .ordered
‘to’ advanee dand:seize these objectives having praviously
establishedia firn base in. the %HE”T“VILLA-LE-B BET area,
10 €dn Inf Bde would in the neantine capture and hold
CINTHEAUX and H/UTMESNIL, by-passed by the /rmoured Brigade
during. its advance (W,D., G.5., 4 Cdn. Arnd Div fug. 44 Appx
12: "Outline of Instructinns_i_suuﬂ by G, 0.C; Qﬁq.rr Div

21300~B lug 44"),

60, . - Lt first the advance of 4 Cdn Prnd Bde met with a
fair measure of success. By nightfall on 8 Zug forward elsnents
(22 Can_Arnd Regt and Lake Sup R (1) had smoshec through
strong enemy defences at CINTEEAUX, knocking out sewveral 88-
mm andé ©.,P. guns.-On_the 9thl “ftﬂr bitter flhht*ng had occurred
.all morning in and. around BRE TTEVILLE-LE-R/BET, they took
“the town with hecvy loss to the enery, Units of 10 Cdn Inf
Bde following closely behind the armour captured in succession
CTNThEﬂUX HAUMEENIL, L/ANG/ENERIE (0949) ~nd CRAIVVILLE-

i/ NERIE (0949), At dusk thrt vening the Infantry Brigade
was firvly established in the L'NGINNERIE apea.(V, D., H.Q.,
10 Cdn Inf Bde’ 9 Aub 44)5 _ S

61, - «But atterpts to gain the FONT INE-LE-PIN ridge met
w1fh the stiffest resis tance. The Con-dian armour's advance
‘hed not been rapid cnourh to prevent the enemy from organizing
a.strong anti-tapk sergen whigch stretched.in.a ecrescent around
three, sides_of *he o jeetive »t Point 195 (W.D., 22.Cdn /rmd -
Regk,, fug 443 A px 16).. Succesqive attacks by the armoured
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regiments of 4 Cdn Armd Bde -were repulsed by heavy fire coning
from positions along the general line BRAY-EN-CINGLAIS (0745)
~= FONTAINE=LE-PIN «~ AISY (0946) -- QUESNAY Wood (1047).
28 Cdn Armd Regt (British Columbia Regiment) in trying to
~ break around the CGerman defences:strayed somé 6000 metres to
the east, ren into:very forriidable enemy dispositions, and
2althouch putting up a very gallant fight sustainad hecvy cas-<
ualties in personnel and lost 47 tanks:(W.D., 28 Cdn Arnd
Regt, 9 lug 44). It was not until midday on the 10th, after
a battalign of 10 Cdn Inf Bde (&, & S.H., of C.) reached the
hill under cover of d:rkness, that 22 Cdn ?rmd Regt gained
& foothold on the.objective, and contrived to remain there
<1in the faec of heavy 88«rm and nertar fire, and attacks from
. Gérman robot tanks (¥W,D., 22 Cdn Armd Regt, 10.Aug 44). !n
attack by 8 Cdn. Inf Bde during the night 6f 10/11 .Aug to
~clear GUESNAY Wood of the.enemy feiled, with two 'battalions
(Q,0,R. of C., and N, Shore R.) sufféring hesvy casunlties
(W.D.y, H.Q.y 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 fug 44), It was now apparent,
‘an¢ reports from the Polish sector gave confirmation, that
a new German defTence systgm had been established too strong
for an armoured division to penetrate (W.D., G.S., H.Q.,
.4 Cdn Armd Div, 11.Aug 44). Plans for further ettacks south-
wards were abandoned, The next night 4 Cdn Armd.Div was rel-
ieved ?y 9 Cdn In® Bde (W,D., G&,H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div, 11

g

62. Meanwhile, on the left of the Corps front, 1 Pol
Armd Div had made only linited procress. On the first day of
the advance strong groups of Panther Mk Vs and Tiger Mk VIs
held up 10 Pol Arnd.Bde in the St ""IGNAN-DE-CRAMESNIL area,
and German 88-mn  guns knocled out a nunber of Polish tenks.,
Early on the morning of the 9th, thc armoured brigade was
.. only a mile south.of 51 (H) Inf Diw's forward positio?sé and
ES -

0 .st1l1l a long way from its initial objectives, -- EETR

LA<CAI'PAGNE (1149) -and the high ground at point (340 (1347)
(Hist Sec file AEF/First Cdn Arny/C/F, Operation "TOTALIZE":
.1 Polish ’/rmd Div "Order for the Attack", 8 Aug 44), In

the opinion of the Divisional Commander, Maj.-Gen, €, Maczeck,
- the Polish failure to make better headway was duc to the
narrowness of his front and the fact that small arcas had

. been ‘left uncleared. prior. to attack (Message Log, H.Q., 2
Cdn Corps, 8 Aug 44, serial 92). By: the cveninngf 9 Aug,

the armoured brigade wps attacking towards ESTREES-LA
C/MP"GNE; an armovred rcconnaissance regiment (10 Pol Mtd
Rifle Regt), which had been given the task of securing the
left wing of the Division, was at SOIGNOLLES (1350); and 3
Pol Inf Bde, following up--the advance of the armour, had
occupied CAUVICOURT and ST SYLVAIN (ibid: 10 Aug, scrial 9).

63. This was as far as they cquld go. Enemy opposition
on 10 Aug and following days mnde it clear thcot he had or-
ganized stronr defensive positions supported by tanks in an
area that stretched asross the Polish front from the firmly-
held QUESNAY Wood, throurh the woods (1552) southcast of ST
SYLVAIN to FIER-LA-CAMPAGNE (155%5).- Any attempt to thrust

~ further southwards across the LAISON River had to be postponed.

For two days the Polish arnoured division held the ESTREES-

LA=C/MPAGNE -~ SOIGNOLLES area under constant enemy artillery

and mortar fire, On the night 11/12 Aug it was relieved by

ngdg igg Bde (Message Log, 2 Cdn Corps, 12 Aug 44, serials
and | . - : ' :

A



64. ¥hile the two armoured divisions were thus en-
countering opposition which prevented their completing

Phase II of Operation "TOTALIZE", the two infantry divisioms
with which the operation had been launched completed their
task of securifig the Corps flanks. On the richt, formations
of 2 Cdn Inf Div consolid=ted between the CAEN-PALAISE road
and the River LAIZE in an area reaching from the latter's
junction with the'River ORNE to BRETTEVILLE-SUR-LAIZE, 6
Cdn Inf Bde and 4 Cdn Inf Bde were holding the areas that
they had occupled during Phase I, while 5 Cdn Inf Bde was

in BRETTEVILLE-SUR-LAIZE, which it had captured on the evening
of 8 May (W.D., G.8,4 H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Div, 9 Aug 44),

- 65, On the left, “1 (H) Inf Div, operating along a

more exposed hut less firmly held flank, moved steadily for-
ward against comparatively lirht resistance, securing in
succession SECQUEVILLE-LA-C?I"VAGNE and ST AJGNANDE~CR/MNESNIL
on 8 Aug, and taking CONTEVILLE (1257) and POUSSY-LA-CA' PAGNE
(1256) the next day. At 1300 hrs on 9 Aug the Fighland Divis-
ion and 33 Brit Armd Bde reverted to the command of 1 Brit
Corps. As a rosult the inter-corps boundary shifted westward,
and now ran from TILLY-LA-CAIPAGNE dowvn the CAEN-FALAISE

road to GAUMESNIL, turning thence southeast through CAUVICOURT
and SOIGNOLLES to the LAISON River, all being irclusive to

2 Cdn Corps (Vessage Log, H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, 9 Aug 44, serial
£6). By 11 Aur, a static situsfion had developed, with the
division's forward troops firmly established in ST SYLVAIN
and ST MARTIN-AU-BOIS (1353).

66. Operation "TOTALIZE" had not achieved all that. the
original. planning h~d hoped Tor, While the night penetration
of the initial phase had been a striking success, t'e failure
of the armoured divisions (in their first major engagement)
to get forward rapidly on the afternoon of § Aur had given
the enemy time to brin~ back elements of his S,%, formations
to strengthen his defences in the rear (2 Cdn Corps Immedi-:.e
Report, Operation "TOTALIZE"). But 2 shattering blow had

been struck at the hinge of the enemy's entire defence

system in Normandy. We had advanced a distance nf eight miles
through strong positions that he had deemed almost impreg-
nable. Ve had -inflicted on him heavy casualties, some 1200
prisoners hei-g captured from his 89th Division aleone (First
Cdn Army Int Summcries 9-13 Aug 44). And we had proved the
efficiency of a new technigue of penetration that was subse-
quently to be used successfully in a number of operations
during the prorsress of the campa2ign in France and the Low
Countries. \

OPERATION "TRACTABLEY - THE CAPTURE OF FALAISE
(14 - 16 AUG)

67.  The peneral situation in North West France at this
time was one that held great promise for the armies of the
United Nations. The Allied strategy had, in all essentials,

- proceeded according to plan, and strong fmerican forces were

now advancing eastwards while the weipht of the German Army
was being retained by our pressure opposite CAEN and in the
bocage country south of VIRE. Brittany had not yet been cleared
nor BREST captured, but operations to that end were in prciress.
In their concern to stem the tide of the American advance.

the German High Command appeared to be.in ignor-nce of the
danger that wac.threatening them in the FALAISE area. In spite
of the smashin~ of their bastion below CAEN they had developed
a strong and determined thrust i- the MORTAIIN area, where

they were employing up to six armourcd divisions (1 .8, Pz ,

2 8.5, Pz , 10 8.8, Pz , 2 Pz, 116 Pz and possibly © Pz)
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with tha apporent intention of bhreakings throush to AVRANCHES
and scwvering communications between the U.S, forees in the
CHERBOURG Peninsula and Brittany (First Cdn Army Int Sum Fo,
42, 10 Aug 44), This was the hecviest counter-a'tack the
Germans had yet mounted,

68. By 11 Ang the enenv was in a situation that appeared
likely to develop into a =erious predicament for him. To the
south General Patton's forces were approaching LE MANS and
neeting little oprosition. In the west the German thrust on
AVRANC! IS was being held along the DOMFROIT - I'ORTAIN section
by Lt.=Gen., Omcr Bradley's First U.S. Army. Second British

Army undsr General !'1.C., Dempsey was bearing ¢ovn from the

north between VIRE and the ORNE River, and Tirst Canadian

irmy was vithin seven miles of FALAISE. The bulk of the enemy's
forces w=s west of the gencral line LE M2WS - CAEN, The channel
throvrh which all his reinforcements and supply from the east
must pass, and through which lay his sole ¢scape route, was

the ga, thet wes being relentlessly nirrowed zs the Allies
auproached FALAICE. from the north and ALETGON from the south.
Genoral lMontgouery, who was directing the entire ope-ations

of 21 Army Group and 12 U,S, Army Group, now issued orders

for the clos'ng of this gap (Mann Lectures, 2% Nov 44),(See A :"C"
69. 12 U.S. Army Group was to swing its rirht flank
forward from the LE rﬁns4area up to ZLENCON, and then to press
on to tre general line SEES (2328) - CIROUCES (1699). S=zeond
British Army would #dwvance its left flank to FALAISE, and
subsecuently develon operations westward and southward,

Firet Canadian Army was ordered to capture TALAISE withont
delay, to retain a secure front between FALAISE and the sea,
facinz eastward, and to drive forward with strong armoured

and mobile forces +o0 secure ARGENTAN,

70, A full-scnle assanlt, Operation "TRACTABLE" (called
"TALLULAE" in the early-sta~esi, was planned for 14 Aug by
2°'Cdn Corps, and preliminary regroupins ol formaticms began

on 13 Aug. But before dealing with this operaticn our attention
mast be engaced b the activities of 2 Cdn Div on First Cdn
Ermy!'s right flank.

i & Lt midnisht on 11/12 Aup the bouncary with Second
Brit Arty wi s shifted west from the LAIZE River to include
R*RBERY (0349), MOTLINES (0446) and TOURNEBU (0444) to Pirst
Cdn Armv (irst Can Lrmy Ops Instr "o 13, 12 Aug 44). T rlier
the same ovening 2 Cdn Inf Div wos ordered to press on iorth-
with on B3/RBERY and MOULIVES in a flankine attack aimed at
weakening the enemy's position acrors the CAEN - MALAISE

road north of FALLICE (W.ﬁ., H.Q,, 4 Cdn IS Bde, 12 Aug 44),

72. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, preceded by 8 Cdn Recce Regt and with
27 Cdr rmd Rept 21so under command, crossed the LAIZE River
southwest of BRETTEVILLE-SUR-LAIZE, and by the 2fternoon of

12 Aug had taken B’"RBERY, Next dav, after some heavy and
confused fighting MOULIFES and TCJRENEBU were occupied (W.D.,
E.Q., 4 Cén Inf Bde, 12 Aug 44), In the meantime 5 Cdn Inf

Bde hrd advenced down the w:st bank of the LAIZE on the left
of 4 Cdn Inf Bde, and reerossing the river had seized a
bridechead on the east benk of CLAIR TIZON. (0643) by the
avening of the 13th. This position they held against heavy
enamy mortar fire end shelling throughout the nieht and

noxt morning, when 6 Cdn Inf “de sttaecked through to take

LA" CRESSONIERE (0742) and LA CHESNAIZ (0743) and push through
to USSY (0842) and VILLERS CANIVET (1041) (Hist Sec File

!EF/2 Cén Inf .Div/C/T, ? Cdn Fd Hist Sec Summary of Opecrations,
13-19 fug 44), ‘
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73, While this thrust from the risht was testing the
enenmy's strength a&long the LAIZE River, plans were being
complofed and regrouping vas taking placa for Operation
"TRACT 'LE". In outline the 2 Cdn Corps plan was to mount an
attack with two divisions up -- on the right 3 Cdn Inf Div
(less ‘8 Cdn Inf Bde) with under command 2 Cdn Armd Bde (less
27 Cdn Ard Regt); and on the left 4 Cdn frmd Div with under
command & Cdn Inf Bde. It was intended that the operation
should 1ead to the domination of the roeds runninz east out

of FALAISE, and so prevent the further escape of (German troops
cau~ht uetw en our forces in thc north and thoses of the .
Lmericans pushing northward from ARCENTAN tewards FALAISE,

2 Cén Inf Div and 27 Cdn Armd Regt were not to take part in
the attack, but would continue their efforts to reach FALAISE
from: the noztﬁrcst T'erc was no doubt in the Corps Commander's
mind thazt once the high sround ahove FALAISE commanding these
communications had been taken there would be little difficulty
in capturing the town -itself (W.D.,, 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, Aug

44: Lppx ?, Lt.-Gen, G,G., Simonds, Tuon Group, 12 Aug 14

74, - Théleneny defensive positions east of POTIGNY in
general followed the line of the River LAISON, As on formef
occasions in this arca the Germans were weak in first-class.
infantry but very stronﬂ in anti-tank suns. One thousand to
1500 yards north of the river a series of 1nfantry'nositions
had been established, manned by a mixed assortment of troops
_ from 8%, 89 _and ’?l tnf Divs, who had been reorganized under
the cOﬁfrol of 1 8.8, Pz Gorps Along the LAIEON itself the
eneny had at 1east three battalions of Flak troops with their
S8-mm guns 11 position in.an anti-tenk reolc, These defences
were -sited fn .depth “oth north ond sonth .of the river. The
A1ins was further hacked by two "battle gpr oups“ of troops
from 12 8,8, Pz Div, Each group was ahout one battalion .in
_strength, .and consisted. of €,9, Pz .Grenadiers vith. tanlks
ahd assault -cuns (Op, "TRACT/BLEM, An Acc unt of Opg by -2
Gﬂn_hrm; _Bde *qnggggv 14-16 fug. 44T T .

.7‘., On _the cv@nang o~ 13 tug, it was learned 1a

the enemy captured an operation ordcr which outlined thc full
Corps plan, and e was =ble to utilize the twelve hours that
rcemained. before ! -Hour to.reorganize and resite his defences
AW,D,; G.S., B Q 2 Cdn Corps: G.0.C. letter to all Offiecers,
25 Aug 44) . Docum“nts ‘captursd durin- the attack the folloWIng
- day showed that he disposed .one additional antietank battery
of 88-pm guns along the forward wooded slope of the river
valley directly on the axis of our attack. Betwsen the main
CAEN -~ FALATSE road to the wast and the town of VAIZIL

(1749) to thc =ast, which were rouphlg the flan¥s of the

corps attack, he had at least ninety 8-mm guns in 1nt1 tank
—positions (ibL1) .,

e <3 e There were two main problems confrontlng the planners

-of Oper-~tion."TRLCTABLE", - how to securg a break-through in

depth that wonld carry throth “the enemy's forward dafence.

positions, .and how to get our armour bchind his 88-mm . guns in

the rear, Long preliminary bombardments vwould warn the oenemy

of impending attacks and give him time to get down defensive

fire on -our Forrming Up’ Areas, and concentrate his ressrves

to meet our penetration. Gen-ral Simonds -decided to use smnoke
sereens to blind enemy guns and tanks during the attack, and

to, secure-the requircd break through he planned as folloms.

?7 Wach div131ona1 colun would Torm up with the

armoured brigade leading on as wide a front as it could move.

Tanks would be about fifteen yards apart, with the 1dea of
cctting as much of the armour- as possibiu through the
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. enemy's defences in the shortest time, They would go
~straight across the LAISON River to their final obJectives
..onthe high ground =t VRSATIVIILE (1538) (4 Cdn /rmd Bde)
and -the arca of points 170 (1442), 175 (1441) and 184 (1342)
{2 Cdn_Armd -Bde). Each armoured brigade would be followed
by an infantry brigade (9 Cdn Inf Bdejon the right, 8 Cdn
"Inf Bdeon the ;1eft) in armoured carricrs (Prigsts =nd M, 14
' Half-Tracks), .This infantry would cross 'the river line, "bale
~oouty celear: the: abea, right and left.along .the river, cross
~ 4t and.-push south to mop.up behind the arriour. At this stage
. th# ' follow=up brigade of 3 Cdn Inf.Div (7 Cdn Inf Bde) and the
lopry-borne. 10 Cdn Inf Bde of 4 Cdn Armd Div would pass through
‘the deading. infantry brignggs and go strairht to their object-
v ivaes. = point, 175 (1441) =~ EPANCY (1641) (L$.-Cen., ESimonds,
. "Q" Group, 13 Mur-44) H-Hour, the time of the .initikl crossing
. of the Start dine, was set a%:19oo hrs, 14 Aug.B82é&. Appx "D",)

78. ‘The tagks asgigned to the supporting artillery
- - 2 Cdn A.G,R,A, and 9 A.G.R,A, and the artillery of the
! participating infantry divisions - - consisted of providing the
smoke protection and of enployihg medium guns on counter-
battery tasks and all:known 8B-mm gun positions, 4 smoke
barrage of the density .of thick mist would move.ahead of
the leading tanks from the-startine line in: 500-yard intervals
to the south bank of the River LAISON,. Impenctrable smoke
“Screens .along the flenks were to form a corridor for the
~advance of the columns,. : ' .

79 . - The. prozramme of air support for the operation
was two-fold, From H-20 mimtes to H-5 minutes fighter bombers
of 83 and 84 Groups R.A.F. vere to carry: out fragmcntation
' bombing over-the LAISON .galley,-on the targcts MONTBOINT (1446),
ROUVRES (1648). and NAIZI%RES. t Haplus-2 hrs enemy=-held
aregas opposite ? Cdn Inf Div on the right of -the Corps front
“'woyld undergo destructive and cratering bombardment for two
hoirs from heavy R,’.F, bomhers, This target area centred on
POTIGNY,. and was bounded by QUESNAY Wood,: B VS-TASSILY (1243),
HAMEL (0842) and FONTAINE-LE-PIN (First Gdn Army Op Instr
No. 14, Air Sp - Op "TRACTABLE", 13 fur 44), It was the strong
. enemy defences in this region,that had stopped 4 Cdn Armd
Div's advance du@ing-Operation "TOTALIZE", Under the:Corps
plan for "TRACT/BLE" the a2rea would now be by-passed by the
ground forces, and left for the R.A,F, to deal with,

'-.80. ' ‘cRegrouping for the mounting of the operation
was effeeté@ without a hitch, although the bulk.of the fight-
ing .troops-in thé Corps had to move to new locations in little
.. more than 24 hours, Early on the morning of 14 Aug:3-Cdn
2 Inf Div, relieved from its positions in‘the FONT/AINE-LE=PIN
== CRAINVILLE area by 1 Pol Armd Divy was forming up for the
. attack with 2 Cdn Armd Bde (less one regimént) in the CAUVI-
court -- ST SYLVAIN area behind ‘the start liney which was
the track ESTREES<LACAMPAGNE ‘we SOIGINOLLES. To the rear was
4 Cdn Armd Div, regrouping 4n the CINTHEAUX - ROBERT MESNIL
. area-(Hist Sec file AEF/First Cdn Army/C/F: 2 Cdn Corps
in ate Re on Operation "TRACTLBLE").As the final pre-
---- +diminaries for the attack were baing completed, the following
message, addressed to all Commandens and Commanding Officers,
' First Canadian. Army was.received from the G,0,C.-in-C,:

Hit hin first, hit him hard and keep on
hitting him., We can contribute in major |
degree to speedy Allied victory by our
actions today, o P :

1 4

'Qﬁn=00rp§'0ps Log, 14 Aupg 44,)

3% "":.'

) -(Még..GO-113s
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£ 81, | 7" The bperation commenced with the punctual arrival

of the R,A.F, medium bombers, and the preliminary =air bomb-
ardment was carried out scecording to plan, Promptly at 1200
hours the leading troops of ‘the two columns of tanks and
infantry in armoured c¢arriere crossed the Start Line. They
“were supported by flails and &;Vs:B.E. from 79 Armd Div to
“deal with any minefields that should be encountered and to
~assist in bridging the LAISON where necessary. Under cover
of.the smoke ‘screen the columns: drove forward to the LAISON
‘Valley, Heavy mortaring and anti-tank fire from the enemy
positions north of the river vut several tanks out of action,
and others blew up on‘mines (2 Cdn Arnd Bde Report on Operation
"TRACTABLEY). Among the.cesualties in t'is stage of the advance
vas the Commander of-4 Cdn Armd Bde, Brig E.L. Booth, who

was f2%ally wounded when his tank was knocked out (W.D,,
"H.Q.y 4 Cdn-trmd Bde, Aug 44, Appx 7). Baffled by the smoke

and misled Dby the absence of landmarks in the open country
forward sguadrons frequently lost direction, the armour in
general tending to swing farther egast than had been planned,
fmid- the confusion of smoke and dust "into the sun" became
“/“the only course to be followed as drivers pushed their vehicles
wfﬁgufhwarg)with a1l possible speed (W.D., 22 Cdn Arnmd Regt,
duag 44y, T AT FEE A e ity

82, There was delay in finding suitable erossing-
places for the armour when the river wrg discovered to be. a
. definite tank obstacle., Leading squadrons deployed along the
northern-bvank in: search of suitable fording sites. In some
places fascines were thrown inte rosgition to permit the
passzge of tanks to the southern side. By mid-afternoon the
armoured regiments had crossed the LAISCN - 2 Cdn Armd Bde
generally in the sgnare 1547 west of ROUVREE (2 Cdn Armd Bde
Sitrep, 15 Lug 44), apd 4 Cdn Arnd Bde in the area.from
ROUVRES, east to MATZTERES (¥.D,, 21 Cidn Armd Regt, 14 Aug
44), It was necessary to regroup and reorganize before
continuing the advance to the final objectives.

€34 . . In the meantine .9 Cdn Inf Bde and 8 Cdn Inf Bde -
had "debussed" from their "Kangaroos" on the north side of the
LAISCNy and were mopping up the: diminishing resistance in

the vailﬁy. On the right, the:units 0f 9 .Cdn Inf Bde, in the
area between MONTEOINT and ROUVRES, were across the river
shortly after 1400 hours, and clearing the rizght bank as far
as ST QUENTIN DE Li ROCHE (1244), One ‘brigade unit howewer,
H.L.I. of Ciy. had so for lost direction as to be dispersed

in the area ZRNES (1849), seven thousand metres to the north-
east (W.D., H.Q., 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 fug 44), On the left
regiments of 8 Cdn Inf Bde were later in reaching the_LéfSON
River, but by 1700 hrs they were well across, and consolidating
south of ROUVRES and MAIZIERES (W.D., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde,

14 Aug 44),. Both brigades found the cnemy infantry disorgan-
ized and geénerally ready to surrender, and numerou$ prisoners
and a considerable amount of abandoned equipment were taken.

84, By 1800 hrs the situwation along the Corps front was
generally very favourable. s the armoured regiments resumed
their advance south of the river, units of 7 Cdn Inf Bde on
the right and 10 Cdn Inf Bde on the left began to move
forwvard from the Start Line on foot. They guickly passed throvgh
the positions along the LAISON now held by 9 anéd 8 Cdn Inf
Bdes, and by last light had reached their objectives, con-
soli&atinx the positions already taken by the armour, Troops
of 7 Cdn Inf Bde were in the area pts 184 (1342) and 165
(1443) where they had linked up with 2 Cdn Armd Bde west of
OLENDON (W.D., H,Q., 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 Aug 44). 10 Cdn Inf
Bde units were east of OLENDCON, and dyring the night occupied
the villages of PERRIZFES (1942) and BPANCY (W.D., E.Q.,

10 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 fmyp 44), i
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B Qihftheimain; “TRACTABLE@iﬁéd.pfoceeded‘ektremel¥
setisfactorily during the first twelve hours of the operation,

Once again, as' in Operation "TOTALIZE", a successful break-
through.haé been achieved through very strong German defence
lines, and:our armour was in good positions to continue the
advance, Prisoners captured in the LAISON valley stated that
our attack took them complétely by surprise. Their disorganiz-
ation on finding our tanks and infantry on top of them was

so complete that they could take no effective counter action

(2_Cdn Corps Irmediate Report, Operation "TRACTAELEM).

86 ‘But in the early phases of "TRACTAELE" a nis-advent-

ure hed occurred that cost us unnecessary casualties and might
well have jeopardized the successful development of the
operation. When, at 1400 hours, the Bomber Cormmand’'of the
R.A,F, commenced the second phase of the air support, the
first waves of Lancasters were iell over the target and direct
hits were scored on the ehemy positions in QUESNAY Wood., But
by some unfortunate error in c¢&lcvlation later waves missed
thelr marks complctely and dropped. their bomb.loads in the
HAUTMESNIL area, eight thousand metres to the rear., From 1430
hrs until 1545 hrs the attack on our positions by friendly
planes went on (W.D., H,Q., 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 Aug 44), H.Q.,

2 Cdn A.G.R.,A,, H.Q., '1 Pol Armd Div, Headquarters of the
brigades of 3 dan"1n’ Div, and units of 4 Cdn Inf Bde came
under the devastating bombardment (W.,D., G.S., H.Q., 2 Cdn
Corps, 14 Lug 44, and Var Diaries of formations named).

Losses in killed and wounded were surprisingly low, as men
sought cover in ditches or took to the open, But thsre was

a' heavy toll of tanks and transport, as divisional A Echelons

+  were hity and in the artillery area a number of guns were

put . out of action, The formation that suffered most was 2

- Cdn A.G.R.A,, which sustained personnel casualties of 16

killed and 47 wounded, and lost 40 vehicles (W.D., H.Q.,

2 Cdn A,G,R,A., Aug 44: Appx 4, Correspondence on Bombing,.
Aug 14), And while the progress of Operation "TRACTABLE" was
not directly retarded by the bombing, there is no doubt that
the incident h2d a depréssing effect on the morale of our
troops (W.D,, H.Q., 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 14 Aug 44).

87. During the evening of 14 Aug orders were issued,
for the advance to be continued next day, 2 and 3 Cdn Inf
Divs were to complete the capture .of FALAISE, advancing from
the north-west and north-east respectively. After the high
ground commanding the main roads east from FALAISE had been
taken, 4 Cdn Armd Div was to drive forward on TRUN(3029).

1 Pol Armé Div was to cross thec R, DIVES on the axis,
ROUVRES-SASSY-JORT (2344) and to thrust towards TRUN on the

left of 4 Cdn Armd Div (2 Cdn Corps Immediate Report, Operat-
ion "IRACTABLE"). e ,

88. . ! "Armoured regiments of 2.Cdn Armd Bde on the right
and 4 Cdn Armd Bde on the 1eft in close co-operation with

the inflantry made slow bukt steady progress against consider-
able anti-tank and mortar fire as they Tought their way
forward west of OLENDON 'and EPANCY on 15 Aug. The main
objective was the high feature at point 159 (1438), practical-
ly astride the FALAISE - ST PIERRE-SUR-DIVES highway. But

the enemy had been able to establish a strong line of tanks
and anti-tank guns on the reverse slope in the area of
VERSAINVILLE (1938), and he still held the woods on our left
flank south of BPANGY (W,D.; G.8.y H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 15
Aug 44), The fact that both armoured brlgades and units of

3 Cdn Inf Div were operating in the same area and with the
same general objectives seems to have produced some confusion
and delay in. the progress of operations (ibid. See also W.D.,
22 Cdn Armd Regt, 15 Aug 4§ﬁ and 2 Cdn Armd Bde Immediate

Report, Operation "TRACTABLE"). Armovred regiments of 4 Cdn
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Lrmd Bde. could'pet no further forward than point 168 (1440)
(W.D., 28 Cdn frmd Regt, 15 Aug 44), An cvening attack on
the objective by 2 Cdn Armd Bde (6 and 10 Cdn Armd Regts)
supporting 7 Cdn Inf Bde was unsuccessful, and by 0200 hrs
16 fug all tanks were reported back at their start line (2
Cdn Armd Bde Sitrep, 16 Aue 44),

89. The three regincnts of 4 Cdn frmd Bde spent 16 Aug
recuperating and dolng maintenance on their battle-worn
tanks (V,D8,, 21, 22 and 28 Cdn "rmd Regts, 16 ‘ug 44), as

Cdn Inf Bde topl over 4 Cdn'Armd Div's positions at OLENDON,

LNCY and PIRRIERES (2 Cdn Mrmd Bde Sitrepy 17 Aug 44).
During the day a two-pronged thrust was launch:=d against point
159 by 2 Cdn Arnd Bde and 7 Cdn Inf Bde, While 7 Cdn Recce -
Regt and R, Wpg Rif slowly fought their way cdown the CLEN -
T,LAISE roed from SOULANGY to the junction at peint 152 (1337),
a tank-infantry asseult by 6 and 10 Cdn Armd Regts finally
placed Regina Rif Pirmly astride the main cast-west rozd at
point 159 by 1900 hrs (2 Cdn ‘rmd Bde Immediate Report,-
Operation "TRACTABLE").

o0, The enemy was rctreating, leaving snall parties
with machine-pguns and anti-tank weapons to fight delaying,
rcarguard actions., It was the beginning of the great German
effort to escape from the FALAISE pocket, Meanwhile 2 Cdn
Inf'Div had continued to advance south from USSY, and during
the afternoon of 16 iug 6 Cdn Inf Bde, supported by 27 Cdn
Armé Regt, passed through 4 Cdn Inf Bée to enter FALLISE,
The clearing of the city proceeded systematically and was
gencrally completed by the following evening, although one
fanatical band of CGrenadiers from 12 8,S, Pz Div held out in
a strong point until the morning of 18 Aug (V.D., H.Q., 6
Cdn Inf RBde, 16-18 Aug 44),

O s The completion of operation “TRACT "BLE"™ with

the capture of FALAISE marked the end of 2 Cdn Corps' bitter
struggle down the CAEN -~ FALAISE road, The strong defence
positions of the vital German pivot had one by one been
smashad, In the three days of "TRACTABLE" over 2000 enemy
prisoners had been taken, rainly from 85, 89,. 27 and 272
Inf Divs (2 Cdn’Corps'In% Surmnries 14-16 fug 44), Our cas-
nalties Ffor the operation, including non-=Canadian troops .
under  command of 2 Cén Corps, amountcd to just over 2000
compared with 4900 for Operation "POTALIZEM (W.D., A.G. & Q.
M.G, Branch, H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, Casualty and Strength
States, Aug 44).

THE CLOSING OF THE FALAISE GAP (17-22 AUG)

92, " ‘There nov rcemained the task of clesing the FALAISE-
ARGENTAN gap and liquidating such enemy forees as would

thus be trapped. Since 11 Aug -(see para 69) the limits of

the pocket had been substantially reduced, By midnight on
16/17 fug the enclosing wall ran roughly along Third U.S.
Army's front from ARGENTAN, southwest to 1A FERTE-1IACE _
(0102), thencq northwest to Second Brit Army. at FLERS (8721)
north to CONDE (8832), and eesstward on 12 Brit Corps front
through OUILLY (0034) to FALAISE, The gap itself, between
FLLAISE and ARGENTAN, was being steadily reduced in size

as 2 Cdn Corps threafencd from the north, and from the south
V U.S, Corps and 2 French armoured division attacked towards
TRUN (3129) (First Cdn Army Ops Summery No, 49, Rug 44). =
The Germin armopr, that had hammered persistently but unavagl-
ingly ~gainst¥hec imericamrrressure in the MORTAIN arca
had been withedrawn to the"#astern end of the pocket, and
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while some Panzer divisions strove desperately to hold open
the escape route, encmy formations were ‘already in full
retreat through ﬁhe gap. On the afternoon of 17 Aug our

air reconnaissance reported the roads through the TRUN area
filled with German tanks and transport heading east. There
were indications that substantial parts of 2 Pz, 2 SS Pz,pz
Lehr, 26 Pz and 116 Pz Divs were moving through the gap, while
1 8.8, Pz, 9 8,8, Pz, 10 5.8, Pz, and 12 £.S, Pz Divs ware
still inside the diminishing pocket (First Cdn Army Int Summ-
ary No. 49, 17 Aug 44),

93. The situation on the left of 2 Cdn Corps was
propitious for a forward thrust by our armour towards TRUN,
1 Pol Armd Div had crossed the DIVES River on 16 %ug, and
was concentrated in the JORT (23244) - COURCY (2544) -~ VICQLES
(2341) area, poised for an attack southwards. Further north
formations of 1 Brit Corps were advancing eastwards, 51 (H)
Inf Div, which had protected the left flank of 2 Cdn Corps
durin 6peration "TRACTABLE" had taken ST PIERRE-SUR-DIVES
(2649) on the right bank of the river, and 49 (WR) Inf Div
had reached MEZIDON (2556), Only on 6 Airborne Div's front,
from TROARN north to thec sea, was there as yet no sign of
the enemy retreating (1 Brit Corps Sitrep, 17 Aug 44), West
of ST SYLVAIN, 7 Brit Armd Div was concenfrating, prepara-
tory to leading 1 Brit Corps' advance on LISIEUX (5387) (2
Cdn Corps Ops Log, 16 Aug 44),

94, To the battle-weary troops of First Cdn Army a
message of encouragement from the G.0.C.-in-C., General Crerar,
came to -inspire them to further effort.

During the last ten days of bitter battle
all ranks have fought magnificiently. Great
-demands have been placed upon all formations
and units First Cdn Army. All requirements
have been met, The capture of FALAISE marks
a great and historic step forward to final

victory. The advance across the DIVES has
shaken him, Ve must now fully exploit this
decisive situation. The enemy must be
allowed no respite, He must be hit and
hammered increasingly. We have him very
%rog v. With our utmnost in drive and de=-
ermination we shall shortly knock him out.

(w.n,, G.S, Ops, H.,Q,, First Cdn Army,
Appx 84, 17 Aug 44,)

95. On the afternoon of 16 Aug orders were given to

1 Pol Armd Div to drive southeast from JORT through
VAUDELOGES (2840) to TRUN (W.D,, G.S. Ops, H.Q., First Cdn
Army, Aug 44, Appx 643 Memo, First Cdn Army Operational
Intention). At the same time plans were formed for 4 Cdn
Armd Div to attack south from its position on the high ground
northeast of FALAISE, 10 Cdn Inf Bde was to seize a bridge=-
head across the ANTE River at DAMBLAINVILLE, and 4 Cdn Armd
Bde would then be passed through, to advance along the main
road FALAISE - MANDEVILLE (2632) == TRUN (W.D., G.S.y H.Q.,
4 Cdn frpd Div, 16 Aug 44),

96. 4 Cdn Armd Div's attack went in early on the morning

of 17 Aug. Heavy anti-tank resistance south of DAMBLAINVILLE
forced a change of plan, Unable to cross the ANTE R, at
DAMBLAINVILLE, 4 Cdn Armd Bde moved east to cross the DIVES

at MORTEAUX-COULIBOEUF (2338) and then drive south, The

ravision of tactics worked successfully, and by last light

on the 17th the leading element (22 Cdn Armd Regt) was at .
point (3031) only two kilometres north of TRUN, 10 Cdn Inf ]
Bde had with difficulty disengaged itself from the DAMBLAIN-
VILLE agea, and had crossed the DIVES at COUTIBOEUF (2340)

‘.
-
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(4 Cdn Armd Div Sitreps, 16, 17 Aug 44). On the left of 4
Cdn Armd Div's advance, forward Polish armour had reached
NEAUPHE-SUR-DIVES (3329),

O The vital importance of completely sealing off the
encmy pocket with th: greatest possible speed was cmphasized
in orders received by the Chief of Staff, First Cdn Arnmy,

in a telephone messare from the Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army
Group at 1445 hrs on 17 Ausz,

It is absolutely essential that both the
. Armoured Divisions of 2 Cdn Corps, i.s. 4
Cdn Armd Div and 1 Pol Armd Div, closc the
Eap between First Cdn Army and Third U.S.
rmy. 1 Pol Armd Div must thrust on past
TRUN to CHAMBOIS 4051 at all costs, and as
quickly as possible,

(V.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q., First Cdn Army,
bug 243 Appx 85.)

98, Early on the morning of 18 Aug, 22 Cdn Armd Rogt
entered TRUN, and by mid-day the town was firmly in our hands
(2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 18 Aug 44). On the left the armoured
brigade of 1 Pol Armd Div had swung to the east of its intended
axis and was Tighting against stiff tank 'and infantry oppos-
ition in the area of LES CEANPEAUX (4261). Both armoured

s divisions were making every effort to meach CEAVBOIS (4051),
By last light on the 18th, 29 Cdn *rmd ‘Recece Regt had rcached
a point just north o ST LﬁMBERT-SUR-DIVES_(3325), but could
go no further, 2 3 '

99. There followed an episode which should long rank
high ~mug the many deeds of courage and devotion to duty -
performed by officers and men of the &rmies of the British
Conmonwealth, At first licht on 19 Aug, Major D.V, Currie,
Commanding "C" Sgn, 29 Cdn Armd Receeo ﬁegt, with also under
command a company of A.* S,H, of C, and one troop of 1l7=-pdr
S.P, anti-tank puns, was ordcred to attack ST LAI'BERT-SUR-
DIVES, The total strength of his force was 175 all ranks
15 tanks and 4 8§,P. anti-tank guns,  -On the previous cvening
thls officer, while under heavy mortar fire, h:<d mace a

v personal recconnaissance of ST LANSZRT on foot znd. had directed
the cvacuation of the crews of two. tanks which had been knock-

" ed ont on the edge of the villagc. The attack went in without
artillery support, as the guns allotted for the task were
still out of ranpe. Major Currie, in the face of intense
opposition by enemy armour artillery ané infantry, per-
sonally 1l2d his foreces to.a point in. tha centre of %hc village,
consolidating a position there and organizing his defences.
Throuzghout a series of vicious counter-attacks, which con-
tinmed for 36-hours and in the course of which all ths
officers under his command wocre either killed or wounded,
Major Currie directed the stubborn resistance of his force,
which beat off, in very heavy fighting, all attempts to over=-
power it. The c¢nemy's final effort came during the night of
20/21 ‘Aug, when an-impending infantry attack was broken up
before it could be mounted by tank fire personally directed
by the.forece commander, = - ;
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100, By noon on 21 Aug the German moralc was broken and
Major Curric's force had completed the eapture of the village,
As a rcsult the TRUN-CHAMBOIS escape route was complctely 2

denicd to the remmants of two German armics, "During this
action Major Currie's force aceounted for seven tanks dcs-
troyed, two probably destroycd, at least twelve 88-mm and
other guns destroyved, 40 armoured and other vehieles des-
troyed, as well as approximately 500 cnemy wounded, 300
cnemy killed and over 2100 prisoncrs of war .... There can
be no doubt that thc svecess of this force's attack on and
stand against the cnemy at ST LANBERT-SUR-DIVES can only be
attributed to this officer's coolness, inspired leadership
and skilful use of the limited weapons at his disposal."
(C.M,H,Q., file, 21/Spec Awards/2.) For his part in the ST
LAVBERT operation Major David Vivian Curric was awarded the
Victoria Cross, :

101. feanwhilc, at mid-morning on 19 Aug a message from
1 Pol Armd Div reportcd that "the whole of the division is
engaged in fighting" (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log 19 Aug 44). In

the difficult tank country of the woods and hills south of
LES CHMIPEAUX Polish arnour and infantry were locked in a
bitter and confused strugglc with German Panzer units attack-
ing from ecast, west and south, in a despcrate attempi to
keep.open the narrow passage of escape, By nid-day ECORCEES
(4058) and HORDOUSEAUX (3333) had been capturcd, 10 Pol Armd
Bde was in the COUDEHARD (4355) -~ MT, ORI'EL (4454) arca,
and a reconnaissance regiment had probed to within four
kilometres of CHAMBOIS (1 Pol Armd Div Sitrep No. 18, 19 Aug
44), So rapid had been their advance and so continuous and
exhaustive their cngagement with the ¢nemy that more than
once Polish units had found themselves short of petrol and
ammunition and had been forced into temporary immobility
until supplies could with difficulty reach them (2 Cdn Corps
Ops Log, 19 Aug 44). '

102, By evening of the 19th, 4 Cdn Armd Div, delay:d

by frequent enemy attemrts to crash through at st L/IBERT-
SUR-DIVES, had 29 Recce Regt within a kilometre of CHAI'BOIS,
Then at 1900 hrs came th: long-awaited word that 1 Pol Armd
Div had captured CHAMBOIS and had made contact with 2 French
Armd Div and 90 U.S, Inf Div (ibid.). The Poles reached their
difficult objective after a bitter struggle during which they
had fought their way throusgh determined resistance by elements
of the best of the Seventh German Army's battle-hardened
Panzer divisions, From an inexperienced formation that saw
its first action in Operation "TOTALIZE," 1 Pol Armd Div had
in two weeks won its spurs with great distinction, Late that
night a message from General Crerar to the commander of 2

Cdn Corps paid tribute to the Polish achievepents:

Desire you transmit to G.,0,C, Polish Armd Div

my congratulations concerning the important

and gallant part all under his command played

in the recent fighting. The First Cdn Army

is very proud to count the Polish Armd Div |
amongst its formations, If we all work as
determinedly and as well together in the

future as we have in the recent past our

muatual celebration of final victory cannot

be long delayed,

(2 can Corps Ops Log, 19 Aug 44, Serial 57.)
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103, " Although the forces north and south of the gap

had effected a meeting the pocket was as yet by no means
completely sealed off, For two days dispositions within the
Corps had been directed solely towards this end, On 18 Aug
while the advanced armour was racin~ south towards CHﬁMBOIé,
units of 10 Cdn Inf Bde were in position around LE 1"ARAIS-
LA-CHAPELLE (2634) to guard against possible escape eastward
by the enemy between MORTEAUX - COULIBOEUF and TRUN (W.D.,
10 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Aug 44), But it was nccesséry that the
northern jaw of the trap be strengthened to the utmost as it
clamped shut between TRUN and CHAIBOIS,

104, To achieve this purpose formetions of 2 Cdn Corps
were involved in a series of rapid moves during the next

48 hours as part of a continmual "thickening-up" process in

the vital TRUN area, On the night of 18/19 Aug, 3 Cdn Inf

Div took over the east bank of the DIVES River, relisving

10 Cdn Inf Bde, which moved forward to place one battalion
(Linc and Welld R,) in TRUN and the other two along the TRUN -~
VIMOUTIERS (4965) ro2d at HORDOUSEAUX (Alg R.) and on high
ground in square 3331 (&, and §,H, of C,) (ibid,), Barly

on the morning of 19 Aug units of 9 Cdn Inf Bde were along

the DIVES in the BEAUMAIS (2335) area, 7 Cdn Inf Bde was hold-
ing from M/NDEVILLE (2632) to TRUN, and 8 Cdn Inf Bde was
giving support in depth on the high ground ~round NORREY-
EN-LUGE (2737) (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 19 Aug 44).

105, At 1100 hrs on 19 Aug the Corps Commander issued
orders for further moves as he emphasized th~t encirclement
must be complete and that NO Germans were to c¢seape, (W,D.,
G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 19 fug.) 2 Cén Inf Div, which

had now completed the mopping-up of TFALAISE and had relin-
quished the ruined city to 12 Brit Corps, was to take over

the northern portion of 3 Cdn Inf Div's area along the line

of the River DIVES, in order that the latter formation could
thicken its defences nearer TRUN, 4 Cdn Armd Div, whose forward
armour had now reached the "unnamcd village" in square 3526
southeast of ST LAMBERT-SUR-DIVES, was to concentrate its
attention from that point to TRUN, When a link-up had been
effected with U,S, forecee 1 Pol Armd Div was to be respon-
sible for the remaining area, from the "unnamed village"

to CHAMBOIS and point 262 (4352), which was already in American
hands,

106, The enclosing barrier below TRUN was further
strengthened on 20 Aug. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, which was now holding
the 1line from TRUN to the village (352&) backed up by 4 Cdn
Armd Bde in the HCRDCURMIX- ECORCHES (4058) nrea, was reine
forced by two regiments of 2 Cdn Armd Bde, which formation
had come under command of 4 Cdn Armd Div at 1200 hrs on that
day, (W,D,, H.Q., 2 Cdn Armd Bde, 20 Aug 44), That same after=-
noon, as the pressure of attempted German break-outs hourly
mounted, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was also placed under command of 4
Cdn Armd Div, and moved down into TRUN, NEAUPHE-SUR-DIVES

and ST LAMBERT-SUR-DIVES (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 20 Avg 44,
serial 62, 63), On 21 Aug Maj.-Gen. H.W, Foster succeeded
Maj.-Gen, Kitehing as G,0,C., 4 Cdn Armd Div (W.D., G.8.,
H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 21 Aug 44).

107. While our armour and infantry were thus closing
the pockst, the artillery was exacting a heavy toll on the
entrapped enemy, The arca between the DIVES R, and L'ABBAYE
(2032? and BIERRE (2429) had become a "gun alley" for our
divisional artillery (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 18 Aug 44, serial
21), 3 Med Regt R.C,A, and 107 Med Regt R.A, had come under
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command of 3 Cdn Inf Div R,C,A, and 4 Cdn Armd Div R,C..A,
respoctively (W.D,, H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div R.C.A. Aug 44 Appx
4y and W,D., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div R.C.A., 13 Aug 44). For
threc days medium and field regiments fired continually as
they switched from target to target on masscs of German
infantry, vehieles, and tanks struggling eastwards (V.D.,
H.Q., & dan Armd Div; R.C.A.y 19 fug 44§. The slaughter was
terrific and the unendurable fire drove large numbers of
prisoners into the hands of the waiting infantry,

108, The greatest havoc of all was that wrought on

enemy tanks and vehicles by the R.A.F, To them fell the sat-
isfying task of cutting down to a minimum the amount of armour
and transport that the German Scventh Army mizght salvage

from the FALAISE debacle. From 12 Aug, when large=-scale day-
light cnemy movement was first observed along the roads
running east throngh the FALAITE-ARGENTAN area, until 21

Aug, when all escape from the pocket had been %inally cut

off, the German columns were attacked with decvastating offcct
in thousands of sorties flown by 83, 84 and 2 Groups of
Second Tactical Air Force (Hist See file AEF/First Cdn Arnmy/
S/Fs; Report of 35 VWing, R.A,F,, 28 Jul to 31 Aus 44). The
heaviest bags canme on 18 and 19 Aug whien the bottleneck had
narroved to the single escapec route along the TRUN-VIMOUT=
IERS road. On those two dayvs the terrific toll taken on the
disorganized torrent of traffic seething throurh the gap

is shovn in the claims by 83 and 84 Groups, of M,T,, 2311
destroyed, 2641 damaged: and tanks, 172 destroyed, 179 damaged
(W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q., First Cdn Army, 18, 19 fug 44), An '
actual count made on %he ground after thc tide of battle

had flowed on castward discovered the burnt-out skeletons of
252 tanks and S,P, and assault guns, an cqual number of towed
guns, and 3061 M,T. and other vehicles (Report of 35 Wing,
R,AF,, 28 Jul to 31 Aug 44). Such was the fatc that befell
an arnmy deprived of its Luftwaffe at the hands of an arnmy
whose air support was effectively eémploved as a powerful and
deadly weapon.,

109, It was inevitable in such crowdcd conditions of
close fighting as prevailed in the pocket and the gap as
British, Canadian, Polish'and American formstions converged
upon the common enemy, that there should occur incidents of
attacks by Allied aircraft upon our owvn troops. On the night
of 17 Aug Lightnings and Thunderbolts bombed Canadian units
in FALAISE (W,D.,, G.S. Ops, H.Q., First Cdn Army, Appx 65,

19 Aug 44), On lé Aug, 1 Pol Armd Div suffered heavily from
R.».F, bombing, when an armoured brigade sustained 120 cas=-
ualties to personnel, and much-needed supplies on the way

to immobilized armoured and infantry units were destroyed

by the attack of our planes (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 19 Aug 44,
Ser 45, % ). Total casualties in First Cdn Army caused by

air action 16-18 Aug amounted to 358 personnel killed and
wounded, and 63 vehicles put out of action (W,D., G.S, Ops,
H.Q.y First Cdn Army, Appx 97, LAttacks by Allied Aircraft

on _ovn Tps - 18 and 10 Aug 443. In order to present the whole
picture of these unfortunate occurrences in clearer perspect-
ive to our troops, many of whom had seen the effects of similar
bombing incidents on 8 and 14 *ug, the G,0.C.-in-C., First
Cdn Army, on the night of 18 Aug issued the following message
to all his commanders and commanding officerss:

There have been a number of attacks by our own
aircraft on our own troops during the last two
days and particularly today. It is nccessary

to stress the necullar difficulties of the

Allied Air Forces caused by the convergzence of
U.S., Brit and Cdn Armies on the comnon objecctives
with air action apgainst the cnemy forces

within that Allied circle most desirable up to
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the point of their surrender. In order to

© Judge this matter rationally and to avoid wrong
or exagpgerated conclusions as to ~hnt has been
accomplished on behalf of the Army by the
Tactical Air Foree durine their attacks today
I give the scores as vet incomplete and totnliy
censervative compiled as at 2030 hours. Tanks,
flamers 77, smokers 42, danaged 553 M,T.
flamers 906, smokers 458, domagod 912, T
Canadian Army formations and units will conpare
thoir vchicle casualtics proportionately to the
above they will obtain some iden of the tre=-
mendous military balance in thoeir favour,

(First Cdn Army Ops Log, 18 Aup 44,
Serial 152).

110. The two days that followed the initial link-up of

the Canadian and American Armies saw the cneny making desperate
attempts to force a passage through which the rest of his cne
travped forces might escape. On 20 Aug he lsunched strong
counter attacks from the east throrch CAMEMBERT (4660) and
SARVIE (485%5) by clerents of 2 ©,8, Pz Corps, vhich had been

an early refugee from the pocket. 1 Pol Lrmd Div sustained
hesvy casualties in repelling these attacks at considerable
cost to the eneny (2 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 20 fug, Ser 45),
Pressure on the Poles continmucd and on the 215% it was nceessawy
to drop supplics and ammunition to them from the air (W.D.! A.G.
& Q.K.G,y H, ., First Cdn *rny, Ops Loz, 21 *ug 44). Contin-
uously throurh thiose forty-cight hours there cane from the
southcngt infiltrations and powerfully mounted attacks between
ST LAMBERT-SUR-DIVES and CH/}MBOIS, as 1 S,5. Pz Div and 2

Pz Div hammered violently =t units of 4 Cdn ‘rmd Div sealing
off theesecape route in that area (2 Cdn . Corps Int Summary,

20 Aug 44).

'8 3 #5 While as a result of thesc persistent attacks some
remnants of the enemy's armovred forces managed to, filter
throurh the gap at heavy cost in transport and equipnent, the
disorganized infantry, representing many types of Buropean,
Slav-'and Mongol races, werc left bechind to surrender in their
thousands, By now 12 Brif Corps was driving like somu gilant
plunser down theé "gun alley" from FALLISE forecing the
remaining enemy into the hands of the walting Canadians,

Units of 9 Cdn Inf Bde between TRUN and ST LAMBERT-SUR-DIVES
werc frequently outnumbiéred by their captives (V.D. it ey
H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div, 20.Aug.) In three days (19-21 ﬂug) 12,000
prisoners passed through First Cdn Army's carcs (First Cdn
irmy Int Summaries 20 - 22 Aug 44). Included in tho bag were
several notables, = high ranking officers who had tricd to
run the rsauntlet in the centrec of a protecting phalanx of tanks
and arnmoured ears.-Among these wns Col Gerloch, Comnander 708
Inf Div, Lt.=-Gen. Erwin Menny, Commander 84 Inf Div, and

Lt.~ Gen. Elfcld, Commander 84 Corps (First Cdn Arny Int
Summaries 20-22 Aug 44).

i 3 There 1is no more striking example of the terrific
toll exacted from the German armies in these operations
than that of the complete destruction of 12 S,S, Pz Div
"Hitler Jugend". The dramatic story of this ill-fated divis-
ion's decline in strength during the Normandy Campaign as
told by its former commander Bricadefuhrer Kurt lieyer is
revealed in a special interrogation report prepared by the
intellicence staff of First Cdn Army (Fist Sec file, AEF:45
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First Cdn Army/L/F: Specizl Interrogation Report Brigadefuhrer
Kurt Jieyer). On D-Day the division was at full strencth, with
between 20,000 and 21,000 all ranks and approximately 214
tinks, Losses druring Juné ‘amounted to 1500 rien and 20 tanks.
During the Allicd.attack on CAEN 12 8,7, Pz Div suffered

still imore heavilv, and by mid-July it had been reduced in
strei gth to amiroximately 2,000. fighting men and about 50
tanks,:Vo reinforcements were nvailable,-Operation "TOTALI"E"
wrought "urther h voc upon tha once proud Hitler Youth
Division, and on .10 Aug its fighting strength was down to

500 men and only 16 tanks, During the final périod of disaster
sonth of FAL/ICE these numbers dwindled to the vanishing
point. The last 60 men mét their fate in a fruitless attempt
to forece a way out of the Gap no: thwest of TRUW, NMeyer him-
se¢lf escaped on foot, but 12 S,8, Pz Div had ceased to

axist (ibid.) ' ' '

THE ADVANCE TO THE SEINE (17-26 Aug)

- D8 -

T3 On the morning of 22 Aug fighting had cecased in
the area of the now closed gap,.. Canadian formations were busy
regrouping for the next stare of the campaign, - the pursuit
to the SEINE of the flecing remnants of the CGerman Armies.

The phase of operations juct concluded by the forces of 12
-and- 21 Army Groups had .cost the. cnemy the . battle of Normandy.
With his Sevinth Army destroyed as a fighti force, and

his Fifth Panzer Army badly nouled and in full retreat, there
was every .indicotion that he might also heve, lost the battle
of' France, l"uch depended wpon his ability within the ‘dmmediate
“future to reorganize his”shattered resources suffieiently to
make a. successful stand against the impending pover of the

“ Allied advance. But before accomranving 2 Cdh Corps on the
rapid chase on which it was now embarking, it is necessary
to clance briefly-at what has heen taking place on the left
w'ng of Tirst Cdn Army along the front held hy 1 Brit Corps,
and ‘hien to look at the larger picture of Allied strategy
in Northzrn France. WS

114, °~  During the first two weeks of Ausust, while
formations of 2 Cdn Corps h:d been fighting t'eir 'sray down
‘the ro..d to FALAI®E in Operations "TOTALIZE" and "TRACTABLE",
the role of Y Brit Corps had been mainly a holding one,
5 Particularly was this the case on the north:rn end of the
.1 ~Iine where units of 6 Airborne Div were in positions which
: were almont static alog the wooded regions that marked the
West side of the narshy NDIVES hasin between TROARN and the
sea. Further south, 49 (V_,R).Inf Div, facing eart and south-
cast in less difficult country, hed during this period made
sone progress along the qenorai axis iof the CAEN-MEZIDON
railway towards the River DIVES, Keeping pace 'with the advances
made in Operation "TOTALIZE", brigades of this division
moved forward from the BOURGﬁEBUSqSOLIERS area to BELLEN-
GREVILLE (1461) and VIMONT (1%61)., 51 (F) Inf Div, which with
33 Brit Armd Bde had come under command of 2 Cdn éorps between
4 and 9 Aug to form the left flank of the advance in
"TOTALIZE", and w' ich had, on reverting to 1 Brit Corps
protected %he Canadian flank during Operatidn'“THAC“ABLﬁ",
by .16 .Aug had reached ST PIERRE-SIR-DIVES (3 Brit Inf Div,
under command of First Cdn Army at the beginning of the month
.had reverted to Second Brit Army on 2 Aug. - ¥.,D., G.%., S.D.,
H.Q., First Cdn Army, Pug 44, Avpx 10).
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11%. On 16 Aug, General Crerar ordercd 1 Brit Corps to
direct its advance towards LISIEUX (5308) (H.Q., First Cdn

Army Memo re Opecrational Intentions, 16 Aug 44), To provide

the Corps with the neccssary armour for this opcration, 7

Brit Armd Div came under command from-Second Brit Army, and

on 17 %ug erossed the DIVES to go into action in the LfEUR?
(2746) - FCOTS (3045) arca (2 Cdn Corps sitrep 18 Aug 44).

1 Brit Corps directed 7 Armd Div on ORBEC (£6573), F1 (H)

Inf Div on LISIEUX and 49 (W.R.) I~ Div on PONT LIIVEQUE
(5203) (W.D,, C.S. Ops, H.Q.,, First Cdn Army, Aug 44, Appx 64},
By now the wholesalc-cscape movement of the German forces south
of FALAISE was baginning, and this was accompanied by a general
loosening of the cnemy's hold all along the 1line of the River
DIVES from ST PIERRE-SUR-DIVES to the sca,

116, By the ni-ht of 20 fup, 7 Armd Div had occupicd
LIVAROT (4672), 51 (i) Inf Div, moving up the ST PITRZE-SUR-
DIVES =~ LITIEUX rosc was at ST JULIEN-LE-FPATCON (4220), and
49 (W,R) Inf Div was overcoming stiff rcsistance around
MEZIDON, On the Army's extreme left flank, 6 Lirborne Div
whose parachute units, glider battalions and Speceial Service
Commandos had heen.hoid nz the territory they seizad between
the C/VAL DE CAEN X LA I'"R and the DIVES on D-Day, h-d 'begun
to advance with gradvally increasing momcntum across thg
marsh lands of the DIVES Estuary, dirccted on PONT-L'EVEQUE,
and along the coast towards TROUVILLE (4513) (see Rcport Mo
139, The 1st Conadian Parachute Battalion in Freonce (6 June -
6 feptomber 1944)).

117, And now rust he considered the broad picture of
Allicd dispositicns in Northern France as t ey affectod
subsecduent developrents i~ the campaign, Drring the operations
" in th: TALAIE - TRUN - ARGENTAN area the south:rn. thrust

by Gencral Patton's Third U,8, Army was proecceding virtually
unch:cked, By 20 fug armonred formations had driven as far
cast as CRLUANS, CHARTRES and TREUX, and natrols had reached
the River SEINE at MANTES-GASSICOURT (6060) and V RNON (4473),
The Army's lons northarn-flank reached Trom PREUX to ARG .NTLN;
midway alons it an advanca was being dcveloped towards

L"IGLE (7943). Two inf:ntry divisions and one armoured
division of Third U,S, Army were still operating in Brittany
(Hann Leetures, 25 Mov 44), On Genecral Patton's left, part

of First U,S, i?m was beginning to thrust eastvards from
ARCENTAN, while other formstions held firm the southsrn

side of the FAL/ISE "bottle", With First Cdn Army keeping

tha TRUN - CHAIBOIS bottleneck tightly corled, fecond British
Army was closing in from west and north to compl:te the final
elimination of the pockect,

118. The £11i-=d planning now foresaw the possibility

of entrapping the flesing cnemy within anothor, and larger
bag, before he should be abla to make good his escape into
Nor#h-Fastern Prancs, 12 U.%. Army Group, consisting of First
and Third U,S, Armics, now under cormmand of General Bradley
was to .drive northwards from the gencral line MAMTES - DREUX -
VERNEUIL (3800), with its right flank following thc south
bark of the SEINE, its lc°t ddrectedon BOURGTIERCULDE, In
addition 12 U.S, Army Group was to assemble its right wing
sohthewost of PARIS ready to caphure that city at a suitable
momcnt. 21 Army Group, comprising Second Brit and First Cdn
Armies, was to advance rapidly to the SEINE (ibid.).
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119, To the Allied Air Forces was given thz task of
destroying and keeping out of action all bridscs across the
SEINE and the LOIRE, It was also planncd that airhorne

troops would be used to break enemy resistance shead of our
advancing ground forces. (Thz implementation of such plans

was however not necessary, as armour and infantry moved

with greater ra;idity than had been anticipated). This

cutting of the cnemy's lines of withdrawal carricd out in e
conjuonetion with the Amopican right flanking move down the
SEINE would, it was hoped, place hin once more in a predica-
mént where the destruction of his forees might be contemplated.

120. The boundary set between 12 1.8, Army Groug and
Second Brit Army was ARGENTAN ~NON/NT (4839) - LAIGLE -
NREUY. = MANTES « REAUV.IS - AMIENS,. Thot betwecn Seceond Brit
and First Cdn "rmies ran throwgh FPALAISE - VI!I'OUTIERS -~ ORBEC
- BERNAY (7979) - LE ISUBQURC (0283) - LOUVINRS (22€8) -
NEUFCHATEL (4644) - LY TRUPORT (4581) (First Cdn Armyv Op
Inst 1o 18, 22 Aug 44), Genoral Montgomery dirceted “econd
Brit *rmy, when the enemy remaining in Normandy had been
destroycd,  to advance to the SEINE, and cross the river,
pushing on beyond the SOM'E into the PAS DE CALAIS, First
Cdn Army, while compl=ting its task in the TRUN-CE "1TBOIS
area, wag simultaneously to advance its left wing (1 Brit
Corps) towards LISISUX and ROUEY, Vhon its work at TRUN was
finished the Arny would advance to tle SEINE, and, crossing
between LOUVIERS and the sea operate to clear the whole LE
HAVRE peninsnla to the west of the *rmy boundary. The nced
for securing the port facilities of LE FAVRE was pressing.
The main tonnége of supnlies for 21 Arny Group was still
coming in across the beaches of D-Day, and thc rapidly
lengthéning lines of communication as the armics moved east=-
ward were producing complex problums of administration whosc
solntion would be materially aided by the cerly acquisition
of suitable ports. Up the Channcl Coast from Le¢ HAVRE was
the small port of ST VALERY~EN-CAUZ, where 51 (H) Inf Div
had made so gallant a stand in 1940, and further cast was
DIEPPE, Their capture by First Cdn Army would be welcomed
for other than purely strategic recasons,

All Scotland will be grateful, if Comd Cdn Army
can arrange th-t the Hipghland Division should
capture ST VALERY, I hnve no doubt that 2 Cdn
Div will deal very suitably with DIEPPE,

(Direective by C. in C, 21 Army Gp, 20 Aug 44),.

121, "Having brought disaster to the German force in NV,
france we must now complcie the destruction of such of his
forces as are still available to be destroyed, After knowing
what has happened to their aimics in N, W, France, 1t is
unlikely that these forces will now com~ to usj; so we will

o to them," (C, in C., 21 Army Group, Personal Messagc to
all Troops, 21 Aug 44), In accordance with the intention thus
expressed by General ¥ontgomery, the castward advancc of First
Cdn Army had already started on the lcft, ¥here 1 Brit Corps
began its drive towards LISIEUX on 17 Mug (Sce Para 113).
For 2 Cdn Corps the pursuit commenced at first light on 21
fug, when 2 Cdn Inf Div, released from its holding role along
the DIVES by the southward a2dvance of 12 Brit Corps, moved
forward from AMEVILLE (3140) towards VINOUTIERS wi%h 9 Brit
A,G.R.A, under command (First Cdn Army, Ops Log, 21 Aug 44
serial-12), At the same time 4 Cdn Inf Bde was sent north éo
LIVAROT (4673) to relieve the infantry brigade of 7 Brit Armd
Div on the right flank of 1 Brit Corps (2 Cdn Inf Div Hist
Offr's Summary of Ops 20-26 Aug 44).
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122, On the morning of 23 Aug the remaining formstions

- of 2 Cdn Corps got under way. The Corps plan for the advance
placed 4 Cdn Armd Div on the right, directed throuch LE SAP
(5859) -~ BROGLIE (7370) - BERNAY (8079) - LE NEUBOURG (0283) -
PONT DE L'ARCHE (2299). In the centre was 3 Cdn Inf Div with
2 Cdn Armd Bde under command following the general line
VINOUTIERE - ORJBEC « HARCOURT (9486) - ELBEUF (1198). On the
left 2 Cdn Inf Divé wonld -pregede 3 Cdn Inf Div through
~VINQUTIERS and OR3EC, and then move on the axis -THIBERVILLE
(6965) - BRIONNE (£990) - BOURCTHEROULDE (0101). 1 Pol Armd

Div was withdrawn into Corps reserve at CRAND=MESNIL (3037)
for ‘a greatly needed and very -much merited period of rest
and refitting, It would prepere to move to the SEINE not before
27 Aug (2 Cdn Corps Operations Intentions, 22 Aug 44),(See Apx E.)

123 The Canadian formations made good progress. The
limitation of road 'space caused 'y the nass forward movement
of an entire army meant that individual divisions freguently
.~ had to be restricted to a single route, Under these conditions
4 Cdn frnd Div advanced with its armoured brigade (4-Cdn
-7°Armd Bde) leading, followed by 10 Cdn Inf Bde “2nd Main Div
HQ (MD,, C,S.y H,Q0,, 4 Cdn ‘Armd Div, 23 Aup 44), Infantry
. L1 divisions generally moved in a narrow formation with brigades
: passinz through one another to assume the lead in turn, On
2 Cdn Corps front, until the line of the SEINE was reached,
the resistance encountered was for the most part typically
rearguard ‘action, with small unenthusiastic parties of the enemy
withdrawing as pressure was applied. Only in the larger cities
or towns wzs much opposition encountered (Hist Sec file AEF/
3 Cdn Inf Piv/C/F, 3 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of Ops,
1 - 3] Aug 44), One of the major obstacles to vreg. ess
was the delay caused ot river crossings by destroyed bridges
which had either been bombed by our Air Forces or demolished
by the retreating enemy, Divisional engineers did excellent
work in repairine or, replacing these bridges, as well as
contributing to the momentum of the advance by their skill
and speed in clearing road blocks and maintaining roads (W.D.,
G.S., H.Q,, 4.Cdn Armd Div, 23 Aug 44), ;

124, In the first 24 hours of the advance the. three
Canadian divisions crossed the VIE and the TOUQUES Rivers
and reached the line BROGLIE - ORBEC - THIBERVILLE (First
Cdn Army Ops Log, 24 Aug). On the right 4 Cdn Armd Div, foll-
owing the retreating enemy through BROGLIE on the morning of
24 Aug, reached the RISLE, and by nightfall had established
a bridgehead across the river near FONTAINE (8885) :(W.D,
G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 24 Aug 44), By nightfall on the
23rd 3 Cdn Inf Div, spearheaded by 7 Cdn Recce Regt (who
reported thé sole resistance to be mud) had reached the
ORBEC area, where 8 Cdn Inf Bde relieved 6 Cdn Inf Bde, which
had captured the city earlier in the day (2 Cdn Inf Div Hist
Offr's Su'mary of Ops, 1 - 31 Aug 44), On the Corps left
flank 2 Cdn Inf Div,”{aking advantage of its earlier start
" in the pursuit, was further forward, From ORBEC, as the axis
of advance swung sharply to thg north, 4 Cdn In% Bde was pushed
forward to take THIBERVILLE early on 24 Aug. 3y nightfall the
division had reached the RISLE River near BRICONNE,

125, On 25 Aug all three Canadian divisions crossed

the RISLE, through the good services of the engineers, above
BRIONNE, 4 Cdn Armd Piv.at FONTAINE and 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs
at VALLﬁVILLE (8986), That evening the divisions on the right
and centre lines of %he.advance made contact with elements

of First U.S, Army, whose rapid progress had carried them
up the west bank of the “EINE across the face of Second Brit
Army. Vhen 4 Cdn Armd Bde encountered American troops 2t LE
NZUBOURG a redefinition of boundaries was made necessary, and
U,8, forces withdrew south of the LOUVIERS -~ LE NEUBOURG road
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(W.D., G.S., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 25 Aug 44), At 1115 hours on 26
Lug leading troops of 4 Cdn Armd Div reached the SEINE between
CRIQUEBEUF (1819) and PONT DE L'ARCHE (2298), By last light
on 25 Aug, 7 Cdn Inf Bde, which with 8 Cdn Inf BEde had been
ordered to push on from éhe RISLE regardless of fatigue or
minor resistance, met fast-moving U,S, reconnaissance units
between LE NEUBOURG and BOURGTHEROULDE, and on their left
came. in econtact with forward troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div, The
enemy was fighting in -small groups - in many places battling
behind our forward lines - but nowhere wes resistance serious
(W,D., G.S.y H.Q.y -3 Cdn Inf Div, 25 Aug 44), The next day
ELBEUF was taken over from First U,&, Lrmy by 7 Cdn Inf Bde
‘as 3 Cdn Inf Div prepared to cross the SEINE, 1

ey 2 Cdn Inf Div, having crossed the RISLE
on the night 25/26 kug sent § Cdn Inf Bde forward to
BOURGTHEROULDE, A "jock column" carrying R.H.C. seized the
town during the night, and the brigade consolidated there
on the 26th while Cén In® Bde moved on towards the SEINE,
On the morning of 27 Aug 6 Cdn Inf Bde and 4 Cdn Inf Bde began
to enter the FO DE LA LONDE from the west and south,

127 On the northern half of First Cdn Army's front

1. Brit Corps met fairly heavy opposition in the early stages
of the advance. By the nirht of 22/23 Aug all divisions had
reeached the River TOUQUES, and four small bridgeheads had beén
established on the east bank, On the right of the wide

~Corps front forward squadrons of 7 Brit Armd Div had effected
a crossing at FERVAQUES (5476) , midway between VIMOUTIERS

and LISIEUX, In the latter city was an infantry brigade of

7 Brit Armd Div and a brigade of 51 (H) Inf Div. Further north
49 (W,R,) Inf Div had leading troops :across the river at
COQUAIN-VILLERS (5294), On the extreme left flank 6 Brit
Airborne Div, having driven enemy rﬁgrguards.across the DIVES
along the TRBARN - DOZULE - PONT L'EVEQUE road, had a precar-
ious ‘bridgehead. across the TOUOUES at PONT L'EﬁEQUE (5203),..
with some formations still cleaning up German resistance aiong
the/coast from CABOURG (2179) to DEAUVILLE (4512) (First

Cdn Army Ops Log, 23 Aug 44),

128, - The part-played by the Airborne Div (of which 1

Cdn Para Bn was a component unit - See Report 139) in the
general eastward advance of 1 Brit Corps and First Cdn Army

is noteworthy in view of the fact that this formation was
performing a role beyond the scope of that for which it had
originally been intended., 6 Brit Airborne Div had been
organized, trained and equipped to carry out short-term
seizing and holding operations until relieved by normal ground
troops, Yet these units, comparatively lightly armed and
provided with only a low scale of transport, had protected

the entire Allied left flank by holding thelr positions between
the DIVES and the CANAL DE CAEN.A LA MER against repeated
counter-attacks for seventy-three days (6 Jun - 17 Aug), and,
when the 1 Brit Corp's advance started, they were given the
task of naintaining:pressure upon the retreating enemy's

right flank along the Channel Coast.

129. Included in the formations under command of 6 Brit
Airborne Div were two brigade groups whose participation

in the operations of 1 Brit Corps still further emphasizes
the cosmopolitan nature of the composition of First Cdn Army
at this time. On 11 Aug a Dutch and a Belgian contingent,
Royal Netherlands Brigade (Prinsées. Irene) and 1 Belgian
Group (Light Brigade) had come under command 1 Brit Corps
(¥W.D., G.S.,, €.D,, E.Q., First Cdn frmy, Aug 44, Appx 116).
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The policy laid down by 21 Army, Group governing the employ-
ment of these contingents which were numerically small but
extremely keen and anxious to fight, was that they should be
given "operational experience in quleter sections of the line
in the hope that ultimately they would return to their.own .’
countries and form nuclei around which larger national forces
might be organized" (First Cdn Army Op Instruction No. 9,

2 Aug 44, The Employment of the Duteh and Belgian Contingents).

. 130, In accordance with this policy the two groups were
initially used to take over coastal towns that had been
occupied by forward troops of 6 Airborne Div (HOULGATE was
held by R. Netherlands Bde; DEAUVILLE by 1 Belgian Gp). Later,
however, the necessary operational experience h-ving been
quickly acquired, R, Netherlands Bde was employed under
cormand of 5 Para Bde in front line operations (PONT-AUDEMER,
26 Aug), while 1 Belpgian Gp came under command of 6 Airldg
Bde to assist in cl earing the area up the Channel Coast to
the River RISLE (Hist Sec. File AEF/6 A B Div/C/F, 6 Airbor
Div Report op Opepations iz NORMAIDY, & Jun » 3 Sep 21

i i 3 5% Although instructions to formations of 6 Brit .
Airborne Div had been "to advance if and when it is certain
thot the enemy is withdrawing" (ibid, and Rerort No. 139
Para 26), as events developed it bhecame necesscry to engage
in strong offensive operations at a number of successive
points in order to dislodge the enemy and keep pace with the
whole advance of First Cdn Army, River crocsings preseniel a
greater difficulty to vhe Airborne Division than to format-
ions further inland, as they had to be carried out near to
the sea where the rivers. were wigex and deeper and frequently
tidal, The occupation of PONT-L'EVEQUE and the crossing of
the TOUQUES took four .days of bitter fighting (21-24 Aug)
against determined enemy counter-attack, On 25 Aug similar
resistance had to be overcome at BEUZEVILLE (6409? and it was
not until 26 Aug that the division took its final obeectives,
PONT-AUDENER (7209) on the River RISLE and EONFLEUR (5618)
at the mouth of the SEINE. On 30 Aug 6 Brit Airhorne Div was
withdrawn from 1 Brit Corps into 21 Army Group Recerve (V.D.,
G.%.y S.D., First Cdn Army, Aug 44, Appx 275). 1 Belgian
Group came under command of Second Brit Army on 2 Sep and
moved forward to operate in Belgium (W.D., G.S., Ops,
H.Q., First Cdn Army, Sep 44, Appx 126, 49 Br Div Op Instr
o 36, 2 Sep 44),

132, This completed for 6 Brit Airborne Div a period

of operations in NORMANDY which had culminated in an advance
of approximately 45 miles, carried out largely on foot, in
which the division together with 1 S.S, Bde, 4 S.S, Bde and
the Belgian and Dutch contingents had fough& several major
actions, So far from "pushing on as the Germans withdrew"
the Division had literally pushed the enemy back into the
SEINE, liberating more than four hundred square miles of
France and capturing over a thousand prisoners., The followinz
expression of a2 preciation came from Lt,.-Gen, Crerar to the
Commander, 1 Brit Corps:

Desire you inform GALE of my appreciation immense
contribution 6 Airborne Div and Allied Contingents
under his command have made during recent fighting
advance, The determination and speed with which
his troops have pressed on in spite of all enemy
efforts to the contrary h-ve been impressive and
of gr-atest assistance to the Army as a whole,

(6_Airborne Div Report on Operations in
Normand
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133 While the advange of 6 Airborne Div was being temp~
orarily halted at PONT-L'EVEQUE, 51 (H) Inf Div and 7 Armd Div
were being similarly held up in the LISIEUX area. Stubborn
resistance, particularly in the vicinity of the cathedral,
prevented %he rassage of troops through the town, and it was
not untid 25 Aug that general progress eastward was resumed,
From LISIEUX the main axis of 1 Brit Corps' advance led to
PONT~AUDEMER, as 2 Cdn Corps was directed on ELBEUF (First
Cdn Army Ops Log, 23 Aug 44). PONT-AUDEMER was reported wi °
BERNAY in 2 Cdn Corps' sector as being a centre of activity
-for French Forces of the Interior, and it was imperative that
gach corps should press forward vigorously to reach these
glaces a§ soon as possible (First Cuan Army Ops Log, 24 Aug 44,
eriaXk 1),

134, By the evening of the 25th, 7 Armd Div and 49{W.R.)
Inf Div racing forward had reached the RISLE River, and an
armoured brigade hod effected a crossing at PONT ATTHOU (88¢7).
north of BRIONNE, Next day, 49 Inf Div relicved 6 Airborne

Div at PONT-AUDEMER, establishing a bridgehead 2t that point,
51 (H) Inf Div was still west of the river ~t ST GEORGES DU
VIEVRE (8096) (First Cdn Army Ops Log, 26 Aug 44). Both
infantry divisions crossed the RISLE on 27 Aug, 51 (H) Inf

Div on the right at PONT AUTHOU and 49 (¥,R.) Inf Div on the
left at APPEVILLE (8503) and PONT-AUDEMER, 7 Armd Div, swinging
into the centre position, had by this time reached ROUTOT
(9210). During the next three days the infantry brigndes were
busily engared in dislodging the last of the cneny forces.,
from two great loops on the west bank of the SEINE, as 51 (H)
Inf Div moved in on the FORET DE MAUNY, while 49 (V,R,) Inf
Div was given the task of clearing the FORET DE BROTONNE
(First Cdn Army Ops Log, 28 Aug 44), 7 Armd Div, having comple-
ted its task of leading the advance of 1 Brit Corps to the
SEINE, was concentrating preparatory to reverting to cowmand
of Second British Army (First Cdn Army Ops Log, 26 Lug 44,
Serial 95).

- THE CROSSINC OF THE SEINE (27-31 AUG)

135, Preparations for the crossing of the SEINE by First
Cdn Army were pushed forward with the utmost rapidity. From
TROYES to ELBEUF, the left bank of the SEINE was practically
free of the enemy, With the arrival of U.,S. forces near the
outskirts of PARIS a general uprising of the F,F,I, within
the city had been followed hy General Koenig's proclamation
announcing its liberation., Twenty~five miles northwost of
PARIS Third U.,S., Army had established a bridgehead at MANTES
~-GASSICOURT (6060) and had driven north to ELTEUF on the lelt
bank of the river. On the night of 25/26 Aug, Second British
Mrmy Secured a foothold on the right bank at VERNON (4574)
(First Cdn Army Ops Log, 26 Lfug 44)., Only between ELBEUF

and the sea strong enemy groups remained west of thc SEINE
putting up stiff resistance in an effort to protect to the
last their ferry escape routes across the river. With 1 Br’"
Corps moving in to reduce this opposition, 2 Cdn Corps »
initiated operations to cross the river in the ELBEUF area.

136, The "larger bag" that had been hoped for on 20

Aug had not in fact materialized (ef., para 118). Although °
the Lllied air forces had destroyed every bridge across thc
SEINE along the German lines of retreat, the enemy, using some
sixty ferries between ELBEUF and VIEUX PORT, had managed to
withdraw the bulk of his manpower to the north of the river
(Hist Sec file,-AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/L/F: Special Interr-
ogation Report, Oberstgruppenfuhrer Joseph "Sepp" Dietrich) .-
But the cost in vehicles 2nd eguipment was terrific. Withous
flak protection at these river crossings the flceing armies
were at the mercy of our air attacks. In the opinion of the
Commander 1 S,S, Pz Corps, Col,=Gen., Joseph Dietrich, the
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SEITE pnd the'FthISE pocket were about equul disﬂsters from
the standpoint . o® equ1§ment abﬂndonbd by thﬂ Wehrngcht in its
"dlong lirht (ib*d _

137.- Opnoslte SLBEUF & harrow loop of th: Wﬂndlng river
SEINE ﬂnc105¢s a long spit of-land’thrusting westwards from
its bose at TOURVILLE (1820) ¢ome cight miles south of ROUEL,
Thé Corps plan provided for asteblishing bridgchonds. along

this ‘norrow penincula, and movihg thence to the north ﬂnﬂ
northeast along its nrc-ar1anvod axis: of advance., 3 Cdn Inf
Div was ordered to cross to this feature and sceure a bridge-
hoed up to the ratlwsy running north and south through
TOURVILLB, Further erst 4 Cdn ‘rmd Div w=s to carry out an
assault crossing to oceupy the genurnl "rea exclusinve /LIZ{~
(??DO) ~ LES BOQUETS (1901) (W.D S Y 4 Cdn Armd
Div, Aug 44, ﬁpnn_ASJ For the time belnz 2 Cén Inf Div vas
fully oceupicd with the mopping up cenemy resistance in the
DORET DI LA LONDE. 1 Pol Zrmd Div was still in Corps reserve
at TCRR EY;EM-AUGJ. Early in the evening of 26 Aug patrols froa
10 Cdn Inf Bde (Line c_"clld R.) established themsclves on
the north bank opposite CRIQU“BEUF, and next.morning the re-
maining:battalions of the brigade erossed the river on rafts
and in storn bosts. During 28 Lug the brigede moved erstward
2long the rivér to remove trovhlesome enumy opposition in
SOTTEVILLE SOUS-LE-VAL (2001) and IGOVILLE, (2101).opposite
PONT DE LY/ RCHE. (W.D,, HlQ:i 10 Cdn Inf: Bde, 27, 28 Aug 44).

138, Muanw:ilo 3 Cdn Inf Div had begun o cross the ri
“just east of ELBEUF, following & successful assault 1l-ading
© ledrriodiout cat firs% lizht on 27 Aug by 7.Cdn Inf Bde. (Rogi.
" RAT) By ni?htfall the Tnitial o' joctive, TOURvILLE had beo:
reachady and nart' dey the prigade oxpanded its. bridpehaad to
include the high Fround immcdiftNIV cast of the town, thorel
securing the entire neck of land within the rivar loop (3
Cdn Tnf Dlw Hist offr's uunmary of Ops 1= 31 lug 44).

pig ks SRR I .The problem of »roviding the necessa ry brldg( and
. ferry facilities for the'crossing of the SEIND was success-
 fully nat by Army, .Corps and Divisiocnal ZEnginecrs,-in spite
Coff early difficul%ies occasioned by delay in qottlng the -
‘necegssary:zcquipment: forw"rd along the rapidly lengtlicming 2
' of/communication (W.D., H 1.Cdn A, Tps Engrs, C,R.E,
> Diqry 27 Aug 44). .Class cjaqs 9 dnd class 40 PPTiLS wel
in operation from 27 Aug- ﬂt CRIQUETNEUF -and ELBEUF and the
construction of bridgbs went ahead rapidly. &night on
©29/28 Aup a-class 9 F.B.E, (folding bozt equipmrnt) and 2
“elass 40 Bailey Pontoon Bridge hod been .completed 2craoss’ the
river at- ELBEUF and were open for traffic (“ D., 30 Fd Coy
R.C.E,, 27 Aug 44). .Two days later, the ferrics at CRICUEBEUF
" were replaced by & claas 4@ B.P. Bridoe constructed by 1
Rol:Armd Div Engineﬂrs£ ‘and. on'l 'Sép -the lopgest bridge buil.
by Canadian-ovsr the SEINE, a- SOO-foet class 40 B, P B., was
carrying hepvy traffic. acro«s dt: PONT.DE. L'AﬂCHJ i3 H.Q.,
X Cdn i, Tps Ingrs, 31 Aug 44, sitrep 49)._. . ,

140 £ Dn 28 Loz orders ware issued to 4 Cdn Lrmé Div and
3:Cdn Inf Div to complete the crossing: of the River SEIFE
and:to operate northwards to cut off the escape of. the.enemy
forces still opposivig™2 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Brit Corps on the
left bank. On thz right the armonred division was to capture
the . high ground running from ALIZAY to BOOS (2608) (VW.D.
C,S., E.Q., 4 Cdn frnd Div, Bug 44, Appendices 56, 57). On
the left 3 Cdn Inf Div would- ﬂrv1nce along the right bank o:
the SLINE from TOURVILLE northward towards ROUEN (3 Cdn Inf
Div 0,0, No. 2, 28 Aug 44). Priority on 2ll ferries and
bridges was given to 4 Cdn Armd Div, and during the day 4
Cdn Armd Bde crossed by the ELBEUF bridges while 10 Cdn Inf
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Bde continued to use the ferries at CRIQUEBEUF, By nightfall
on 28 Aug they were concentrated in the SOTTEVILLE - ICOVILLE
area (W,D., G.S¢, E.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 28 Aug 44). The advance
to BOOS was tarried out next day with iittle enemy opposition
being encountered, On 29 Augz, 9 Cdn Inf Bde followed 4 Cdn
Armd Div across the ridges -t ELBEUF taking over the TOURVILLE
area from 7 Cdn Inf Bde, vho in turn moved to BOOS to relieve
4 Cdn Armd Div there (ibid., 29 Zug 44). Unexpectedly strohg

- opposition’ encountered by 2 Cdn Inf Div in the FORET DE LA
LONDE had:necessitated a change of plan, 2nd 8 Cdn Inf Bde
remained vest of ELBEUF' to provide a firm base for 3 Cdn Inf
Div. (W.,D.); G.S.,'H.Qi, 8 Cdn Inf Div, 28 Aug).

141, '’ - The FORET DE LA LOWDE, the westérn and southern
fringe of which 4 2nd 6 Cdn Inf Bdes had reached on the
morning of .27 Aug, formed thé neck of & large loop of the
SETIE (FORET. DU ROUVRLY) oxtend mg north from GLBEUF to
ROUEN, Unsuspected by the advancing Canadians thc enemy had
aprarently decided to hold the narrow point of this isthmus
in the viecinity of PORT DU GRAVIER (1001) -- LA CEENAIE (0805%),
in order to'gain' time for the'evacuation of the peninsula
behind it, He had chosen'a good *“lace in which to make a
1 stand. Except an' the extreme Cerman rizht, which was open lavel
‘" ground protected by fire from north of the SEINE, the 1sthmus
consisted of heavily wooded, hlilly ground with a maze of
tracks approaching it through the forest. Llong the railway
line running north from PORT DU GRAVIER th® cnemy found good
cover, high . ground, good: obscrvation and ekcellent fieclds of
fire, In well-prepared positions were the most determined
., German troops, including men from poratroop and 8.5, units,
A with orders' to hold nt.dl) costs, The enemy strength was es-
0 o timated ot two battalions (2 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary
' of Ops, 1 to 31 Aug), o

142, 2 Cdn Inf Div'troops attacked these positions with
‘relatively 1ittle inforimmrtion ond gencrally without time to
make full appreciations or adopt coreful plans, Maps of diff-
‘erent scales were found to be in disagreement with one another,
and air photos were not -available in ti ¢ or quantity to be

- of much value, Thé battalions furthermore went into action
after a week of continuous and. strenuous pursuit which had
followed a month of very hard fighting, Units -ntered the
forest cither considerably under strength or ¢ rrying re- :
_latively new reinforcements who were as yet inexperienced in

battle (ibid,).

143, -On the'morning of 27 fur, 4 Cdn Inf Bde advancing
north from ELBEUF on thé westorn SEINE ran into heavy

" oppositi n at PORT DU GRAVIER, and were pinned down, Success-
.ive left-flanking attacks by all three battalions during the
next three days (27 to 29 ‘Aug) in attempts to seize the high
ground - commanding PORT DU CGRAVIER failed to dislo@ge the enemy.
Our casualties were hesvy =~ on 29 Aug alone 23 officers of
the brigade were killed :oy wounded, On the night of 29/30
Aug, 4 Cdn Inf Bde was withdrawn' to refit, as O Cdn Ipf Bde
took over the'role of containing the enemy in the FC DE
LA LONDE (W,D., H.Q., 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 27 to 30 Aug 44),

144, On the north side of the isthmus, 6 Cdn Inf Bde
fared little better. On the 27th LE BUISSON (0605) and LA
VACHERIE (0805) vere occupied by S. Sask R, and Camerons of
- €. respectively, and many prisoners were taken. Thot night the
- brigade was ordered to advance castwards through the woods
", to an objective (1403 - 1704) behind the enemy blocking 4
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€dn Inf Bde's progress 2t PORT DU GRAVIER. 5 Cdn Inf Bde was
brought up from BOTRCTHEROULDE to the MWOULINEAUX area (0704)
to support £ Cdn Inf Bde (W.,D., H.Q., 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 28 Aug
44), Attacks by S. Sask R, and Camerons of C., at first light
on 28 fug and again at 2130 houwrs were stopped by heavy mortar
-and machine=gun fire, while Fus K.R,, who were on 4.Cdn Inf
Bde's front, were likewise unable to make any progress. On
the morning of the 29th th2 two regiments on the left, after
sustainineg very heavy mortaring, begzan to withdraw, apparently
as a result of a false order given by the enemy on the
Canadian formation's radio frequency (¥.D,, H.Q.,; 6 Cdn Inf
Bde, 29 Aug 44), Defence positions were stdblize& and on

that afternoon enemy withdrawal became obvious,

145, It was now possible for 2 Cdn Inf Div to carry out
its delayed SEIME crossing. Early on the morning of 30 Aug,
8:Cdn In" Bde hac crossed via the ELBEUF bridges to rejoin
the advance of 3 Cdn Inf Div, and at noon on the same day
£ Cdn Inf Bde folloved across to relieve 7 Cdn Inf Bde in
the TORVILLE area, Next day, 5. Cdn Inf Bde pushed northward
into RCUEN,-which had been completely evacuated by the ree
1707 - grcativg enemy. As the brigade units passed through the old
= ! eathedral city thev received a rousing welcome: from the
liberated populstion, With all enemy resistance withdrawn
from -their path, units of 6 Cdn Inf Bde. acvanced without
-ineident: northward from MOULINEAUX on 31 Aug, moving aleong
the TORET DU ROUVRAY Peninsula, That afternoon they crossed
‘the SEINE over a: hastily repaired railway bridge to enter .
ROUEN (¥.D,, H.Q.y 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 31 Aug 44), 4 Cdn Inf Bde
crossed at éLBEUF-on the same day and proceaded directly
through ROUEN to-MOYVILLE (1926), in the wake of the now
rapidly advancing 5 Cdn.Inf Bde (VW.,D.,, 'H.Q., 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
31 Aug 44). ' g oot ¥ 5
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146, Last of the form-tions of First Cdn Army to.
complete the passage of the SEINE were the two infantry
divisions of 1 Brit Corps, fighting against relatively strong
enemy’ resistance-near the mouth of the river., On 29 Aug, 51
(H) Inf . Div and 49 (W.R,) Inf Div had reached the SEIVE at
a number of points,.the Highland Division on the risht in
tha loop south of NNUCLAIR (037°0), the 49th in the region of
the FTORET DE BROZONE, below CAUDEBEC (9326). (First Cdn Arm
Ops Loz 29 Aug, Ser 79). On 30 Aug, strong pntrols of 51(H
Inf Div crossed the river to enter DUCLAIR, which they found
free of the enemy, while further west R. Netherlands Bde,
under command of 49 (W.R,) Inf Div, effected a crossing at
VIEUX PORT (8416) wit'o-t encountering opposition (First Cdn
. Army Sitrep, 30 Aug 44). On the last day of the month 51 (H)
_-Inf Div, surrendering its bridgehead to 4 €.5, Bde, crocsed
= the SEII'E at ELBEUF and heuded for its appoinfed rendezvous
" at 7 VALERY (ef para 119). (First Cdn Army Ops Log, 31 Aug
44, Ser 102)..49 (W.R.) Inf Div completed the river pagsage
on 1 Sep, some units being ferried acrors on rafts or in
-storm hoats betwecn OUILLEREUF (7723) znd ROUENS others
using the partially demolished railway bridge a% ROUEN or the
bridges =t ELBEUF (AEF/1 Brit Corps/C/F; Operation WASTONIAY,
]3.1'. . .

* FROM THE. SEINE TO THE CHANFEL COAST (31 AUG -

147. The forward- onrush of 2 Cdn Corps, which had been
témporarily inpterrupted by the operations on the-line of the
SEINE, was resumed, even accelerzted, as the fleeing enemy
raced northwards towords Belgium in the possible but dimin-
ishing hove of organizinz a stendé at the SOMME, On 30 Aug
General Crer=sr issucd a directive prescribing as the Canadian
Corps' irmedinte tosk the capture of DIEP'E, The facilitics
of the port were urgently needed to relieve the increasing
strain on the rapidly lengthening lines of communication of
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21 Army Group. Plang were made.for a very heavy naval and
air bombardment of the defences if necessary, and it was
estimated that the operation could be completed by 2 Sep,

. The task of clearing ‘the peninsula to the west and captur-

ing -the Port of LE E’VRE was assigned to 1 Brit Corps (G,0.C.-
in-C,, First Cdn Armyy Report to the !inister, 8 Sep 447y,

148, . 2 €an Inf Div, which had *eenharpropriatély ass-

 "i1gngd the role. of liberating DIEPFE, met virtually no res-
«istance. as, it ‘proceed=d north to RCUEN through TNTES (1841),

k5.8 Cdn Recce Regt in the lead approachéd the port that two
years beéfore h:d been thé scens of such costly s£lory to the
Cznadian Division, it became increasingly apparent that this
time there jould be no opposition, Thexgarrison; had .joined
the flight of the broken Geérman armies,. Op ration "FUSILADE",
the combined naval, military and air plan for the reduction
of the city, was cancélled, with hurried calls becirg made to

'prevent the air attack-fron toking place (W.D., G.S., ®.Q.,

2 Cdn Inf Divy 1 Scp 44);

149, A squadrnnrof}8 Cdn Recce Regt under coﬁmanﬂ of

- ¥ajor D.S,F. Bult-Frarcis, who had been wounded in the raid
‘of 19 Aug, 42, erftered DIEPPE early on' the rnornin_r:-of'_l_Sepci

and by-nightfall the rempainder of 2 Cdn Inf Div had reache
the city. There was no migtaking the sincerity of the enthus=-

‘4astic reception ziven our- troops bv the civilian pépul-tion,

Less than twenty-four howps earlicr the Germans h=d dealt the
lact bitter blow of their four.ycars'' occupetion of DIEPPE
by systemztically demblisiying 2ll quavs,- bridees and block~
houses in the city. The arrival of the 1ibderating Canadians
following 8o closely upon the departure of the hated encmy
formed a contrast which broucht a reaction of spontancous
rejoieing and gratituvde. The first tronS'to,untpr were

o

showered with flowers and embraces, The layor and other

-eivie dignitaries heaped praises upon the Canadian soldiers

and their leaders. Around the Ionument de le Victoire’ "une

“'rrandc foule chonta La Marseillaise, le CGod Sove the King

‘et le PTiperrary". (¥.D., G.S., H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Div, Sept 44,
“Appx b, La Vigie ﬁqgg_lie (Dieppe), 5 fep 44). . = -

150. _On Sunday morning, 3 Sep, in the Canadian Hilitary
cemetery sovth of the town, lovincly cared for by the citizens
of the little commune of #AUTOT-SUR-MER, memoris1 services
were conducted for the Canadians who haé fallen in the 1942
raid, The G.0.C.-in-C, First Cdn Army attended, together with
211 DIEPFE veterans in 2 Cdn Inf Div, In the afternoon the
whole division held its:first.ceremonial parade in France.
Formations and units marched past in columns of sixes as
General Crerar, who wzs attended by the G.0.C., Major-

General C, Foulk=s, and the Mayor of DIEPFE, took the salute
(¥.D,,.G.8., H.Qs, 2 Can.Inf Div, 3 Sep 44)..For two more
days 2 Cdn Inf Div/remained in the vicinity of DIEPPE, vhile
the troops restedand some. badly needed Teinforcements arrived

(2°Cdn_Inf Div Hist Offr's Weekly Summary of Ops, I-9

Sep-44), £5.TY &

15, Little time was lost by the administrative scrvices
of First Cdn Army 4n utilizing the captured port to case the
problem of supply for 21 Army Group. The work of repairing

' the.damage wrought by the retrecting Germans began immediate-

ly. The harbour was swept o” mines, and by 6 fcp-the port was
ready to receive ite first csrgoes (¥.D,, L/9 Branch, *“dm
H.Q., First Cdn frmy Sep 44, Appx 8: D.A, & Q.G "'s file

on Operations of Dieppcg.,On the afternoon of the 7th ten
ships ar-ived with some 3000 tons of petrol, ammunition and
supplies. The railwdy to AIIIENS had already been restored

to running order, and on 9 Sep the first tr-in, carrying

400 tons of pztrol and .oil, left DIEPPE, consigned to Second
Brit Army at BRUSSELS (¥.D., A/Q Branch, Adm H.Q., First

Cdn Army, 9 Sep 44),

-
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152 .5\ In the meantime other formations of 2 Cdn Corps

had reached a -stage in the rapid advance where it was possible

to pause for a brief breathing spell to ease the problem {
of maintenanee over the exteénding lines of comminication., t

'3 Cdn Inf Divgﬂhavihg'covered'thé distancc from t'e SEINE

to the River ESLE in a sjngle day alonz the axis-.-ROUEN -

ST SAENS ;3539) -= LOVDINIERES (4556), cartured EU (4879)

and LE TREPORT (4581) on the Channcl coast on 1 Sepr (W.D,,
G.8.y EiQsy 3 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Sep 44). There folloved n throe-
day period of temporary consolidation in the EU arca before

“the advance up thc coast was resumed,

153, . On the afternoon of 31 Aug, 4 Cdn Armd Div movinz
north from BOOS against minof“oppbsi%ion had rcached BUCHY :
(3989), vwhere preparations were m>de for a five-day period

of rcs% and re-organisation as 1 Pol Armd Div passcd throngh

to continue the forward thrist of the armour (¢ Cdn *rmd Div,
Op Inst Ho, 5, 31Aug 44). But the swiftly changing pattern

of avents on 31 Army Group's cntire front foreed an unexpected
alteration in Army and Coryus 'plans, 7 frmd Div of Second Brit
Army had reached the SOIPE and had.captured ANIEIS thet morning
(31 Aug)y and General lontgomery now directed thzt Piret Cdn
Army shonld keep pacz by pressing on to ABRLVILLE and PONT

REMY (8277) without delay (C.0.C.-in-C,, Report to the Ministern).

As a result, 4 Cdn Armd Div's hopes for 2 ré&st werc defurred,
Advaneing along the axis BUCL.Y--TORGES LES ZAUZ (5330) --
AUIALE (6946) -- ALLERY (€167), the Division’'reach:zd the
SOI2E on 2 Sep, Next mornin~ 10 Cdn Inf Bde crossed the river
without opposition to form a bridgehead in the "“POFT 'L
(8377) area, and vas followed across by thc rest of the
division the same afternoon,.On the 1:ft, 1 Fol Armé Div
havine grossed north of ABBEVILLE now assumed thc lead in the
armoured pursuit, and 4 Cdn frmd Div concentrated in the
BELL/MCOTRT (8071) area (W,D., G.S., H,Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div,
2-4 Lep-44)., I ' ;

154, %ith the Canadian formations t'us halted nmomen-
arily =t the edse of the English Channsl, it i1s o” interest
to look back =t the record of 21 Army Group's rapid advance
from the closing of the F/LAISE pap. In eleven davs (21 Aug -
1 Sep) forward elements of Tirst Cdn Aermy had travclled from
TRUN. to DIZPPE, a distance of 137 miles, Second Brit Army

in reaching beyond AMIENS to VIMY during th: same period had
complcted 202 miles, This advance had been madc on a 50-milc
Army Group front, and during that tinse, with the exception

- of two or three d~ys for bridging operations on the SEINE,

neither army had covercd less than ten niiles in a day. The
breath-taking speed with which this gre-t advance h:d been
comnl=ted was & measure of the stazgering defcrts that had
been inflicteéd on:German military power ~t MORTAIN, CAUMNONT
and FALAISE, and tho resultant denoralization of the Cerman
armics in the west (First Cdn Army Int Swmary Vo, 65. 2 Sep
44), i : e ' '

155, During this phase of. operations the enemy had egain
suff-red heavy losses, Trom 23 Aus to 1 S¢ép the number of
prisoners taken by First Cdn Army (incluvding those evacunted
through medical channels) was 803%, This made thi total number
captured on the Army fromnt sinee thée opening of Oreration
"TOTALIZE" in excess of 26,000 (ibid.). In the same period

* close to 44,000 prisoners of var 'were taken on 21 Army Group's

front. Of the number of =znemy casualtizs in killed and wound-
ed during this time no accurate estimzte can ygt. be made, IT,
as surmised by Army Intéllirence, this mumbor wes. at least
egusl to that of the prisoncrs tzken, it mcant that the German
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. High Command must now fight its battles east of the SZINE
- with 100,000 men less than it hed ot the beginning of
Aurust, ﬁnd when the:parallel losses inflicted on the enemy
by First and Third U.S, Zrmies from BRITTANY to the SEINE
\ arc considered, it is not difficult to rcalize the nced for
' " a2 German withdraval unprecsdented in both its magnitude
| .and its speed- (First Cdn Army Int Stummary No, 164, 1 Sep 44),

156. In 11lustration of the wholesale deeimation and
disorganisation to which the German Seventh Army had boen
. - subjected appears in a captured order dated 29 Aug giving

‘ " the enemy plan for re-organiging his forces along the line

of the SOMME and the OISE, Five of his badly-shattered infantry

divisions (276, 277, 326, 2363 =2nd 708) were to be sent back

by rail to the REICH, and their veapons handed ovar for

; distribution amens .t'ose thot remainad, The lotter were allott-

' L ed sectors along and behind the SOMIE line, with instructions
to propare defensive positions under the supervision of a
speeial headquarters ("Somme Corps") set up for the purpose,
‘Among these form-tions were remnants of familizsr divisions
thzt had faced the Tirst Cdn *rmy front betwecn the ORNE and
the DIVES, whose .identification by means of the prisoncr of
war cages had become a matter of almost daily routinc, --
346, 711, 272, 271, 85 and 89 Inf Divs, Others named for
reformipg were 84, 275, 231, 352, 353 Inf Divs, 3 Para Div
| and 17 G,A.F, Fa Div (First Can Army Int Summ-ry To. 66,

3 Sep 44, Appx "A", "Order of Seventh Army for Difence of
the SOMME"),

157 Thers was no hint of slackening thec intensity of
the pursuit-in the intentions th t the C.,-in-C,, 21 fromy
Group communicated to his army commanders on 3 écp. These
were, - "(a) to advance eastwards and -destroy 21l criemy forces
encountered, (b) to occupy the RUER and ret actride the
cormunicetions lerding from it into Germany and to the sea
ports"(Hist See file ARF/First Cdn Army/C/F: First Canadian
Army Lectures, The Campaien in North West Furope Trom The
"Break out" south of. CAEN /8 Kiirust 19440 the 3L
December I944, Brig T,C. Fann, D.S,U0,, Chisf of Ttaff,

I8 May 45), Bold ~s thase objectives appeared, the momentum

of the Allied ‘rmi:s gave good hope of their =za2rly attainment.
To the south, on 12 U,S, Army Group's front, Third U.S,

Army hod erossed the MOSELLE River to reach NANCY, and had
formed = bridgehead over the MEUSE at VERDUN, First U.S. Army,
thrusting northeast from the SEINE, was over the AISNE and
had forward troops on BELGIAN so0il south of !IONS and CE/RILE-
‘RQY  (First Cdn Army Sitrep, 3 Sep 44), On 21 'rmy Croup's
right flank Second: Brit Army had takne ARRAS and was closing
in on BRUSSELS and. LILLE (First Cén Army Int Summary No. 66,

3 Sep 44), On the evening of 3 fep the Guards ’rmé Div ent-
ered BRUSSELS. Next day X1 “Armd Div occupied /NTWERP (For an
account of these operatidns see Hist Sec file AEF/30 Corps/
C/Ps D,T.I, (War office) Report, "Advance of 30 Brit Cor
Lcross R SEINE to BRUSSELS and AVTWERP 24 Aug to 4 Sep £4"),

158, It was the Allied intention that the RUHR should
be a target both for 21 Army Group's right and 12 U.S, Army
1 . Group's left. Second Brit-Army was to advance eastwards on
i 6 Sep from .the general line BRUSSELS. - ANTWERP, and subse-
: quantly, while threatening frontally the western face of the
RUHR be%ween DUSSELDORF and DUISBURG, was to direct its main
: weight further-north along the RHINE between WESEL and
“ "RNHEIM. It was planned thus to by-pass the RUrR arca to the
north anéd then cut it off by a northern drive through HAMM,
A diversionary thrust was also to be directed towards
ROTTERDAM and AMSTERDAIN, At the sarme time First U.S, Army
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of 12 U,S, "‘Army Group would move along the path MAASTRICHT -
LIEGE, SITTARD - AACHEN, COLOGNE - BONN, preparcd to assist
in cutting off the RITR by operations apainst its southe
eastern face if regquired. To these ends the boundary between
the two *rmy Groups was defined zs the line WLVRE-TIRLENONT -
HASSELT - SITTARD -~ GARZVEILLER -~ LEVERKUFKEN (on the

RHINE) - OPLLDEN (on the RFINE) - WARBURG - BRUMSWICK (ibid).

159, The task riven to First Cdn Arny was thot of
clearing the coastal belt of the enemy, The Army thus
reccived commlitments that were spread over a considerable
distance and involved the reduction of all the fortresscs
along the channel coast from the SEINE to the SCHELDT, The
consideration that made the early capture of the channcl
ports a matter of v ry hizh priority was the urgent necd
for establishing new dockage facilities fey the maintenance
of the forward moving Allied ’“rmies, It was now appreciated

‘that ‘ANTWERP would be unusable a2s a port for some time, owing

to the-difficulty of dislqQdging the Germans from thelr
control of the Scheldt Estuary., The situntion cmphasized the

.~ potentizl wvalue of the smaller channel ports, particularly

BOULOGNE, where it was intended to establish a terminal for
a cross-channel petrol pipe line, ). Brit Corps was assigned
the task of investing LE HAVRE, 3 Cdn Inf Div was directed

on BOULOGNE, (Mann Legtures, 18 May 45),

OPERATION "ASTONIA"™ - THE CAPTURE OF LE H 'VRE
(10 - 12 SEP)

160, - The outline plan for 1 Brit Corps' ass=ult on the

Port of LE 1i"VRE was made on 3 Sep =~ 89 days after thc initial

- landings on the Normendy beaches. It is of interest to note

that in March 1944 the planning branch of G (Ops) 21 Arny
Group had produced a. preliminary study "to effect the capture
of ROUEY and H'VRE at about D-plus-90 with the object of so=

“evuring the Port of LE H!/VRE" (AEF/1 3rit Corps/C/F: Direct-

orate of Tactical Investigstion, Var Officc, Operation
MASTONIA"), Por the operation which was planned and carried
out under the code name "ASTONIA", 1 Brit Corps, comnanded
by Lt.-Gen, J.T. Crocker, consisted of 49 (V,R,) Inf Div with
34 Tk Bde under .commend, and 51 () Inf Div with 33 Armd Bde
under command, On 3 Sep thcse forces were alroady orth of
the SEINE, The Highland Division was at ST VALIRY=-EN-CAUX,
which it had entered on 2 fep. By last light 3 fep, 49 (V.R,)
Inf Div, movinz down the right flank of the SIINZ EZstuary,
had made contact with the perimeter defences of LE EAVRE,

At 0800 hours on 4 “ep the German Conmander of the garrison
rcjected a demand for surrender made by 1 Brit Corps on the
previons evening. 1

161, Goographically and through the use of man-made
defences; LE HAVRE was strong’v protected from a ground attack,
There was water on three sides of the port, - on the west the
open sea, on the south the SEIYE Estuary, on the east the
flooded valley of the River LEZARDE, It w=s obvious that an
assault rust be made on the north, But here =2gain the topo-
raphy 2 ded the defenders., High ground around OCTEVILLE

2933) commonded the northern arproaches to the city, and to
the north-east were two high ferturas, NORTEERN PLATELU (5331)

- and SOUTHERN PLATEAU (5329). This high sround was defended

by extensive mine fields and wire running from the LEZARDE
Valley =t LA RIVE (5432) to the coast west of OCTEVILLE at
4834, Air photos showed in addition a formidable anti-tank
diteh, 20 fect wide and 10 feet deep, running between these
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- 'ming' fields along the northern’ slope” of the natural features
= (D/T.I. Report Op MASTONIA", Trace "L")., Numcrous infantry
" strong points .of concrete fgrfthé employment of mechine guns
and antl-tank weapons studded ‘the euter defence positions
.. ... .to the north, Eleven of these were spotted ( and their locat-
‘Lisieolon confirmed byrdesertors) ‘on the morthern plrtesu immedictely
west of the River LEZARDE, In the citv itsclf werc an cstim-
-a&ted twenty-eight. artillery troop positions, nominally of
. folir guns each. The majority of trege; however, were sited
for fire fo seaward only. Also in the¢ city two forts,. FORT
. ETE IDDRESSE (4728). 2and FORT S/.NVIC (4928¥ together with many
.7 . road blocks, plll boxss, fortificd houses ~nd concrete shclters,
‘ completed ‘the defensive svetem with which the enemy now faced
our: ~ssanlt. The effectivc strensth of .the garrison was bes
“3iewml to be: from 7350 to €700, includine some 4,000 artillery
ang f%ak troops and 1300 naval versonnel "of low fighting
value", et ‘ : ;

1623 & preliminary programme of° softening up the city's
defences was. carricd out by the Royal Navy, R.A.F. Bomber
Command? and the.artillery, On 5 and 8 Sep, E.,M, Monitor
"Erebus”, which had on previous occdsions given support to
the advance of 1 Brit Corps 2long the Normandy Coast - On 19
and 20 Aug she bombarded enemy batterics ncar HOULGATE -
engaged C,B, targets arranged by C.C.R.A, On 10 fep, the morm-
ing preceeding the Corps!' assault, the "Erebus" was joined
by H.M. Battleship "Warspite", and for six hours the two
warshlps effectively bombarded with 15-inch guns the casemated
batteries in the perimecter defences of the fortress (C,B.

3148 (Februar 045) Gunncry Review, Normoandy Bombardment
Experience, JgneZSepgember, 1944) ., ! xS

163. Daylight attacks were made by heavy bombers on 5,

6 and 8 Sep. Altogether some thousand aireraft dropped over

4,000 tons of bombs, which were delivered with extreme ace-

cirecy on targets wi%hin the town and its defendgd, garen. To

guard against casualtics to our own personnel through possible

misdirected bombing, forward troops were withdrawn 3,000

yards on each ocecasion that the bombers came over (W.D,, G.S.,

Ops, H.Q., First Cén Army, September 1944, Appendix 1265 Tel
1 Corps to First Cdn Army, 5 Sep 44). In %ho weck before the
~assault 900,000 leaflets were dropped .on the garrison from

the air, and 22,000 were fired by artillery. Propaganda broad-

casts were also emploved in an attempt to lower the morale

of  the defenders and to induce desertion, There secms little

doubt that all these przliminzry operations were factors which

contributed in no small degrce to the spezd and comrarative

ease with which the reduction of tre fortress was achieved.

164, - The' Corps plan for the ground attack provided for

an assault with two divisions up to be carried ont in four
successive phases, In the first phase, 49 (V.R.) Inf Div on
the left was to break through the outer defences& capture the
NORTHERN PLATEAU and secure a2 bridgehecad on the SOUTEERN
PLATEAU. In Phase II, 51 (E) Inf Div on the right wovld secure
a base north of the ﬁo DE MONTGEON, while 49 (W.R,) Inf

Div completed the' capture of the SOUTHERN PLATEAU, 51 (H)

Inf Div would then destroy the eneny defences zbout OCTEVILLE
and secure the high ground (4730 - 4829) on the northern

edge of LE HAVRE, In the final phase both divisions were to
exploit relentlessly into the town (Operation "ASTONIA", 1
“Corps Op: Instr No, 14, 6 Sep 44), D-Day was 10 fep 44, with
H-llouri ifor Phase I set at 1745 hres (D-Day for Operation
"ASTONIAM, originally planned os 9 Sep 44, was postponed 24
hours owing to bad weather which impeded movement of vehicles
and prevented the completion of reconnaissance and the marking
of forward routes., -- ¥.D,, G.S. Ops, H.Q., First Cdn Army,
September 1944, Appx 1263 Pal 1 Corps to Bomber Comd, 7 Sep
44‘ - : .
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165,  The strong naval, air and artillery support that
had characterized the preliminary softening - up rewiod was

to reach its climax on D-Day, as H,}.S, "Erebus" and H.M.S.
"Warspite" carried oput their six-hour shelling of the fort-
ress (cf. para 162), and a programme of heavy bombing
targets for Bomber Command irmediatecly preceding the assault
was inteprated with the Corps Plan (Operation “ASTONIA", 1
Corps Op Instr No., 14, Anpx "A", "Air Support"). In’addition
to artillery of 49 and 51 Inf Dives (a total of eight field
regiments), 4 A.G,R.A, and 9 A.C,R;A,, comprising six medium
and two heavy vegimernts, were availabie for the operation, In
all, the supporting artillery nimbered over 500'guns (Mann
Lectures, 1€ May 4%5). ¥For these thée Corps Plan Yaid down
another powerful Counter-Battery and "Apple-Pie" (Counter-
Flak) prograrme, as well as providing “or timed concentrations
and concentrationg at .call on both divisional fronts (D.I,I,
Report Operation "ASTONIA", Appx 1B, R.A., 1 Corps, 0.0, No,
?,989}3 44-) L : r i

166, - By 5 ®ep, 51 (H) Inf Div was in position on the
right of 49 (W.R.? Inf Div as preparations for the fulle

gcale Corps attack went forward, Formstions and units were
carefully coached and exercised in the various aspects of the
assault role thet they were to assume. A 20-foot ditch bull-
dozed to a depth of three feet afforded practice in the
crossing of the enemy's owtlying defences. Special training

in the use of flame-throwers was given the battalions who were
to be so equipped. Between 30 Aug and 7 Sep, 300 tons of as=
saudt engineer stores were nmoved 170 miles from the CAEN canal
to the LEZARDE Valley, During the night. of 9/10 Sep, the armour
required for the 49 (W.,R.) Inf Div assault was brought across
the LEZARDE to the Forward Assembly Areas. Included with the
I-Tanks, flails and crocodiles for the gapping forces wére

44 Kangaroos of the 1lst Canadian Armoured Perconnel Carrier
Squadron,

167. This unit, first of its kind in the Canadian Army,
had -been formed only ten days previously, Its. organization

on 1 Sep 44 came:as the result of the sucéess which attended
the use of the "unfrocked Priests" carrving assaulting infantry
during Operations "TOTALIZE" and “"TRACTABLE" (see para 38).
The. squadron comprised four troops each of 12 Kangaroos -

which were 25-pdr S.Ps, with the master weapon removed (W.D.,

1 Cdn Armd Personrel Carrier Sqn, 1 Sep 44), In the forth-
coming operation, as well as in subseguent engagements during
First Cdn Army's advance throngh the Low Countries into

 Germany, tlis squadron, and later (23 Oct) 1 Cdn Armd

Personnel Carrier Regt, was to provice a satisfactory solution
to the problem of transporting infantry safely through the
enemy's outer defences, and delivering them well forward on
their objectives. -(A short account of the activities of the
unit has been published. under the title, lst Canadian Armoured

Carrier Regiment, The History of the Kangargos,)

168, -~ The assault proper on LE HAVRD started at 1645 hrs
on 10 Sep, when the R,A,F, commenced its bombing programme
exactly on schedule, 833 aireraft of Bomber Command dropped
4621 tonc of H,E, on three successive target areas centred
upon the divigional objectives, To the waiting troops formed
up west of MONTIVILLIERS (5532) on the right bank of the
LEZARDE the weight 4nd apparent precision of the bombing was
impressive and encouraging. After an hour's pounding of the
‘enemy's forward positions, the bombers moved southward to the
next tarret, and:punctualiy at 1475 hrs 49 Inf Div started

~its advance down the wvallsy of the LEZARDE, Just across the

b 1

stream to the laft ‘was the town of HARFLEUR, scene of another

 British assauylt more than, 500 years before. As the infantry

followed the gapping forces through the lanes in the enemy
minefields and wire, many must have had in their minds the
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famlliar words of King Henry V with
which the divisional operation order closed, ==

"Once more un“o’ the breach, dear friends, once
more." (49 Inf Div Op Instr No. 49, Operation MASTONIAM,
10 Sep 44),; - o ¥ : 2 .
. X — AR E e TR il AL =lEa .
M 169, s The story of the. successful execution of Operation

v MASTONIAM is given 4n detail in the War Office report azlready
referred to (Hist Sec file AEF/1 Prit Corps/C/F, Operation
"ASTONIA"), By last light on D-Dayv 49 (W.R,) Inf Div had
broken throurh the minefield and captured the NORTHERN PLATEAU ,

* the @rocodiles provin: most effective in "flaming® encmy
. strong points ‘there.into submission. 51 Div's night attack
which initiated Phase II at 2359 hrs progressed well, and by
- 1200 hrs on D=plus-l the infantry hcd taken thelr initial
- ohjectives north of HAVRE, They wera ready to @ttack the
arca west of the FORET DE MONTGEON as the arnour, now able
to cross the anti-tank ditch, moved forward ‘to join them,
In the course of the morning, 49 Div had completed the
- . capture of" the- SOUTHERN PLATEAU, while east of the LEZARDE
- . a battalion of 146 Bde successfully overcame enemv oprosition
in strong points covering HARFLEUR (5528). Exploitation by
bot* divisions ftowards the heart of the c¢ity began early on
the afternoon of-11 Sep, and by nightfall the northern and
-~ eastern suburbs had been taken, and the Fforward troops of
146 Bide hzd penetrated some two thousand yards westward along
the CANAL VAUBAN, Continuing the air surport on the morning
= of D-plus-1, R.A.F, planes heavily bombed the LA HEEVE area,
and trroughout the day rocket-firing Typhoons on call success-
fully attacked strong points within the city.

= 170, D=plus-2 (12 Sep) saw the completion of Oper=tion
MASTONIA". While two brigade groups of 51 (H) Div (152 and

154 Bdes) cleared the cosstal arca from LA HEVE ddrth to
OCTEVILLE,.153 Bdec sngaped FORT  .STE ADDRESSE, the finel enemy
stronghold, in the divisicnal ar-:a, At 1500 hrs the garrison
of the fort surrendered. l'eanwhile, in the south:rn hslf of
the town, 49 Div captured FORT SLZNVIC and cleared the dock
area to the sea. During the morning the German garrison
commander had been taken prisonecr, snd by late afternoon all
resistance in the nrea had ceased,

171 Thus, in forty-eight hours' fichting, the fortress
of LE HAVRE was raduced and the vort secured by D-plus-98

* of Operation "OVERLORD".- The number of prisoners captured
exceeded 11,300, the great majority of whor were Germans,
OQur total casualties in killed, wounded and missing from 3
Sep onwards were just under 500 (D,T.I, Report, Operation
WASTONIA"). The successful termination of the operation may

- be largely zattributed to the manner in which the Corrs plan
both in ‘conception and execution capitalized on the complete
isolation of the enemy and the resulting absence of any
persistent will to resist, The garrison was attacked with
power and determination from sea, air and land. "All
evailable arms were emploved to their best advantage; the
momcntum of the' assault, was never permitted to relax; before
it hed time to recover -the gerrison was overwhelmed", (ibid).

OPERATTON “WELLHIT" - TEE CAPTURE OF BOULOGNE
(17 ~ 22 SEP) i

172, ‘' The fall of-L& EAVRE released to 2 Cdn Corps the
strong body ‘of armour and artillery required for 3 Cdn Inf
Piv's assault on BOULOGNE, and made available for supporting
air operations the sepvices of BR.A.F, Bomber Command, Top
' “priority vas given to~the movemént by transporter of the ass-
"“Ault eguipment «-- crocodiles, A,Vs.R.E., flails 2nd Rangaroos
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used bv 1 Brit Corps in Oparution "A-TOMIA“ (G.0,C.=in=Cs,
‘Morning: Conference, Il Sep 44; and W,Diy 1 Cdn Armd Personnel
_Carrier Sgn, 13 Sep 44), At the same: time R.A, 51 (H) Inf Div
and 9 A.G.R/A, werzs transferred to the BOULOGNE area to join
2'Cédn A,G.,R.,A. and R.C.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div, for-the artillery's
part in’ the coming operatlon (w.n, Q 2 Cdn A,G,R,A,,
°Grtcmber 1944, Appx No. 3, Operatlon WéLLHIW“)

173, - To capture the BOULOGNE fortress it wos early
recognized that a3 Tull-seale assanlt would 'inve to be mountod.
On 5 fep, 7 Cdn Recce Regt le-ding 3 Cdn Inf Div's pursuit
from the SEINE had found BOULOGNE and CALAIS very stronzly
held, -and 9 Cdn Inf Bde, direeted on the former port, was
brought to a standstill somec five miles from the c1ty. In
prpparatiqn for the coming siege, and while allowing time for
a. thorough study of enemy dispositions and strengths pending
-thﬁ availability of Bomber Command and the arrival of artill-
ery and assanlt equipment Trom. the LE DAVRE theatre, two
brigades of the division took up positions covering BOULOGNE
9 Cdn Inf Bde was extended southeast and east of the city
from H'RDELOT (6443)-on the Channel round to the sonth edge
of the FORET DE POITL"}GI”? (764 7) It may be noted in passing

' that HARDELOT was the scene of the Canadian Army's Cirst

(4nd abortive) cross-Channel cnterprise in April 1942, when
a detachment of the Carleton and York Regiment nartlcip?ted
in“the combined operation “ABERCROI'BIE", a smallwscale
reconnaissance raid doeigned to secure prisoners and infor-
mation (See Historical Offr's Report No, 81, Canadian Partici-
patien in Oreration "ABERCROFBIE". 22 Apr 43). © Cdn Inf
- Bde was concentrated across the eastern approaches to the
port in the general area COTEVILLE (7655? -, LA CAPELLE °
(7554), -Further to the north 7 Cdn Inf Bde was placed astride
. the naia BOULOGNE - CALAIS.road in the vicinity of BONNINGUES-
LES-C/LATS (BO71). so as to dominate the high eround west of
CALAIE, =nd in position for an atteck on CAP GRIS-VEZ (7679)
(3 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of Ops, 2-9 Sep 44). Active
. and carefully co-ordinated patrolling became the order of both
day and nizht, as Intellisecnce Staffs nt Division and Brigades
,started to collect and collate information from every source
" (Hist Sec file &EE/ Cdn .Inf Div/C/F, gl_gggljg;jyumgj‘,
Opera tion_"“ELLhIT“

174,  There developﬁd the picture of a 1“c)rm:!.dd:ﬂ.e fortress
with strong ovuter defences buflt on a ring 6f high féatures
that encircled.the port .and protected it against landward
attack., The strong pointé in this system, which had originally
...bean constructed by the French and further strengthened by the
~ Germans during the oceupation,; were rutually supporting to
a marked degree and commended al1 the approachss .to th: city,
All contsained: substantizl reinforced concretegun emplacements,
-dug-outs and underground passages, vhils on the surface they
were hedged. about with wire and. linked by extensive mine-
fields, In addition to. these infantry Defcnded Localities
a number of Coast Defence Batteries and fortified Redar afat-
‘ions strategiecally placediabout the arca combined to meke
* BOULOGNE ons of the most strongly deanded ports on the
-Channel coast. (8ce Appx ) [dorh B :

175. b far the’ strongect 1in‘ in the chain of defences
were the 10NT LAMBERT. (7152) and“HERQUVLI“GUE (7049) features
which togetber covered the. landtard a:;proaches to BOULOGNE
from the: cast and southeast, The steep slopes of these two
hills; each over 150 metres high, were studded with small:
fortresses made up of casemated uns and sfuns on open eeplacb—
ments, trenches, wearon pits and pillboxes (sce Defence
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Overprint, France 1:25,000, Parts of Sheets 49 N,W, and S,W.,
Edition of 12 fep 44), It was from the commanding position
~of -MONT, LAMBERT, .covering from 1,000 to 2,000 yards in all
directions, that- the German fortress commander, Lt.=Gen,
Ferdinand Heim, directed the defence operations during the
opening stages of the battle. The main helt of defences,

each strong point in vhich was to become a C dian objective
during the assault, ran through FORT DE LA CRECHE (6765%),

BON SECOURS (6955) and ST MARTIN BOULOGNE (7054) in the

b north; MONT LAMBERT and HERQUELINGUE in the centre; then
across- the flooded LIANE R, to MONT ST ETIEVNE (6848) and
NOCQUET (6548) in the south, Well to the north, centred on
~ LA'TRESORERIE (7058) and WIMEREUX. (6858), verc more defences,

‘while west -of the LIANE, at the tip of  the OUTREAU "Peninsula"
was the fortress of LE 5ORTEL, eventually the final stronghold
of the BOULOGNE garrison commander, The city itself was
strongly defended by anti-tank and machine-gun positions,
‘road blocks of all kinds and mines and boouy traps, Head-
quarters of the garrison was in the CITADEL, an old French
fort surrounded by a moat, It was estimated that the total
‘German garrison defending BOULOGNE numbered 8700 all ranks,
They were known to be of low morale (Hist Sec file AEF/3
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| Cdn Inf Div/C/F--IT, 21 Ar 1o No, 2 Operational earec
| -Section Repor UAir and Ground Support in the Assault on

176. -With so formidable a task confronting our forces
the Army Commander fully realized the need for the most care-
ful and comprehensive prepardations for the impending assault,
The rapid reduction of LE HAVRE was bound to have' struck a
. shattering blow at "he none-too-high morale .of the German
defenders of . the remaining Channel ports,.'It was important
that this effect should not now be neutralized by-an unsuccess-
ful attack on BCULOGNE, General Simonds, commanding 2 Cdn
Corps, was therefore instructed to take extra tie if necessary
in planning and mounting the operation in order to ensure a
“decisive assault (C/1-0,.0perations 21 Army Group, General
Crerar to C,-in-C, 21 Army Group, 13 Sep 44), -At that time
(13 Sep) Generasl Crerar contemploted a period of two weeks
being required for the Canedian Corps to finish its allotted
‘tasks and clear the coast up to the west bank of the SCHELDT,

177. The plan for Operation "VWELLHIT" (the code name
given to 3 Cdn Inf Div's assault on the BOULOGNE fortress)
called for a sudden heavy blow by two infantry brigadds suppor=-
ted by an unusudlly great concentration of fire power. The
ground attack would be preceded by heavy bombink on a long
strip of enemy's most formidable defences from MONT LAMBERT

to BON SECOURS. Coinciding with a compreliensive programme of
timed artillery fire, 9 Cdn Inf Bde would then attack in the
southern sector, with one battalion (Nth N,S, Highrs) directed
on MONT LAMBERT, and another (8.D, & G, Highrs) en ST M!RTIN
BOULOGYE, The brigade would then send threc armoured columns
straight through to capture the river bridges and cross to
sccure the OUTREAU "Peninsula" (Hist Sec File AEF/3 Cdn Inf
Div/C/F, Opﬁzatiog "WELLHIT", Annx 'X', 9 Cdn Inf Bde 0.0.).
To the north the battalions of 8 Cdn Inf Bde were to attack.
against MARLBOROUGH (6955) (R. de Chaud) and the northern
half of ST MARTIN BOQULOGNE (Q.0.R, of C.). In subsequent
phases of the operation, the brigade would swing to the right
to’ secure the noprthern part of BOULOGNE and reduce the defences
at FORT DE LA CRECHE and WIMEREUX, Prior to H-Hlour, ¥, Shore
R, was to capture LA TRESORERIE, whose existence in enemy
hands constituted .a menacing factor “to the northern assault-
ing brigade (Operation "WELLHIT", Annx 'W', 8 Cdn Inf Bde
0.0.). During the ‘attacks by the two brigades, the southern
flank was to be held by C.H. of 0. (M.G.,) and attached troops
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édmulaﬁing'a"ﬁﬁfgéﬂb éfoupltTﬁe engmy woﬁld be contained to

~the north by two battalions of 7 Cdn Inf Bde in the CAP

‘GRIS NEZ: areay and by 7 Cdn Recce Regt south of CALAIS, The
remaining battalion of 7 Cdn Inf Bde (1 C., Scot R,) was -
Eiaged in dixisional reser?g on)tha main BOULOGNE - ST OMER
ghway at- the crossroads (8254) west of COLEMBERT (Operation
TWELLHIT", Annx '¥', 3 Cdn Inf Div 0.0.). .

-178. - 'Arrangements for the air aspect of Operation "WELLHIT"
(and the attaek on CALAIS) were completed =t a meeting held

-~ at H.Q. AE.AF, enl5 Sep,.and attended by C, of S, and

' 5,A.8,0, First Cdn Army, the Commander and C, of £, 2 Cdn Corps,
.and representativés_of-ﬁ

.E,L,F, and R.A.F, Bomber Command
(W.D., G.8,, H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, 15 Sep 44). It was agreed

- that air support should be given in full mearure, Five targets

were selected for attack by héavy bombers. No. 1 in the MONT
LANBERT' - BON SECOURS area, was to be bombed for 90 minutes
(0825 - 0955 hrs). The fall of the last bomb on this target
would mark H-Hour, the signal for the ground troops to cross
their start lines (Operation "WELLHIT", Annx 'Z', 3 Cdn Inf
Div Ops:.Log, Ser 1). The rema'ning four targets, all of them
on the west side of the LI/NE R,, on the ST ﬁﬁIﬁNﬂE «NOCOUET =
LE PORTEL positions, would be bombed from H-plus =1 to H=

“plus-3 hours (W,D., G.S., H.Q., 2.Cdn Corps, September 1944,
Appx 12, Op "WELIHIT o )

", "Heayy Bomber Effort"). It was hoped
that this bombardment would effectively deal with the enemy
gun positions across the river and thus relieve the artillery
of ‘counter battery commitments in that area. The heavy bomber
effort thus planned was to be in addition to support given

by R.P. Typhoons,; fighter bombers and medium bombers of Second
Tactical Airforce (84 Greup and 2 Group). (W.D., G, Air, H.Q.,
First Cdn Army, 12-19 Sep 44), These were on cail'at short
notice (engagement of R.,P, targets could be expected within
30 minutes) for attacks mainly on cnemy batteries both prior
to and during the actual assault (V.D., G.S., H.Q.y 3.Cdn

Tnf Div, September 1944, Appx 21, Op "WELIHIT", *R/P and Fight-

X S¥'Bg§ber Lir Support"; sec also 21 Army Group O.R.S. Report,

'179. Lo The'supporting artiilefy provi&éd for Operation

"WELLHIT" consisted of R.C,A, 3 Cdn Inf Div, R,A, 51 (H)

Inf Div, 2 Cdn A,G,R,A,, 9 A.G,R.A, and two H,.A.A, ‘regiments,
In these formations were five ficld regiménts (25 pdr%,

eight medium (5,5 inch), three heavy (7.2 inch and 155mm)

" and two heavy anti-air-craft (3.7 inch) regiments, making a
- total of 368 guns (W.D., H.Q.
Pl

: 2. Cdn A,G,R..., September

1944, Appx 3, "Notes on Op "WELLHIT"}, It became
clear at an early stage that Tor the artillery the most impor-
tant aspeet of the battle would be the, destruction and neut-
ralization of hostile battsries, as it was thought that there
were about 90 enemy guns of 75-mm calibre-or greater in BOUL-

' OGNE. (21 Army Group O,R.S. Reporty P.7). To this end a compre-

héensive counter-battery fire plan was.formulated by C.B.O,
2 Cdn Corps. Included in this task was:the neutralization of
gnémy:anti-aircraft fire against R.A.F. heavy bombers by the

‘employment of three medium batteries in a counter flak ("Apple

Pie") programme against knovn heavy A.l, hostile batteries
(W.D., H.Q.,,2 Cdn A,G.R.A,, September 1944, Appx 3, C,B, Int
Sum M6, 6, 18 Sep 44), Control of .artillery support for the
acturl assault was in the hands of C.R.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div

AV, D Ho Qg Q'Edn;A.G;R.Au "September 1944, LAppx 3, "Notes -
P . XLy ] -

lanning Op "WELIHIT"), Heavy and intense timed concentrat-
ions were to be brought down on the cnemy's F,D.Ls, At H-
minus-5 minutes in the hope thet these would be hard to
distinguish from the E.A.F., bombing, and would thus create

-the impression that _the air “bombardment was still going on
'(gpe:ation'"WELEHIT”5 P.12). At the conclusion of the timed
- concentrations, support would be given by grouped concentrat-

ions and "stonks" on call, for vhich purpose all potential
tasks were plotted and surveyed before the operation, A major

- &
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factor of the preparations for the artillery attack was the
problem of the movement of approximately 8,500 tons of

. ammunition into the area, All supplies of heavy calibre had
to be drawn from BAYEUX (NORMANDY), a seven~-day round trip,
ang)all others from DIEPPE, a three-day turn-round (ibid.,
p . - : : = 1

o 180, While preliminary arrangements for such a strongly-

- supported assault were thus being made,,the opportunity for

g attacking the enemy through the weakes% part of his defences
-=- his low morale -- was not neglected. It was considered,
and rightly, as subsegquent results proved, that the assemb-
lage of so much force in bombers, artillery and assaulting
armour would: render the BOULOGNE rarriSon particularly sus-

- ceptible to Psychological Varfare. On 14-15 Sep, 420,000
leaflets, "The Lesson of LE HAVRE for the Defenders of BOUL-
OGNE", were dropped upon the city by medium bombers, and some
40,000 safe conducts were fired by 25-pdr into the perimeter
defences. of the garrison. From four secout cars equi-ped with
loud-speakers several broadcasts were directed on opportunity
targets during the period 19-22 “ep..The.surrender of over
900 prisoners of war was officially credited to this form

' of propaganda alone (21 Army Group O,R.E, Revort, Appx "D").

181; Not ‘the least important of the problems that had

to be met during the period of prepzration for Operation .
"WELLHIT" was that of dealing with the civilian population of
greater BOULOGNE, numbering approximately 10,000, When the
city was isolateé by our troops, these people became a source
of concern to the German garrison, both on account of the
shortage of food and water and because of their hostile pot-
entialities, On 10 Sep the commander of BOULOGNE ordered all
civilians out of the city and its suburbs, both to rid him-
‘self of a-dangerous element and also to present us with an
unpleasantly large evacuation situation. pue |+

182, 3 Cdn Inf Div acted promptly. Immediately evacuafion
started all civilians were warned throurh Civil Affairs to
be clear of BOULOGHNE within 36 hours (W.D., H,Q., 9 Cdn Inf
© Bde, September 1944, Appx 9, "Notice to €ivilian Population
- BOULOGNE"). They were directed to move to certain rendezvous,
_about ten miles from the city, where they were met by military
transport and earried to camps organized by Civil Affairs
some 30 Kilometres from the battle area. By 16 Sep over 8,000
civilians had been evacuated, of vhom 5,000 weré¢ handled in
the first 36 hours. Thus a potential source of. danger and
confusion that might have impeded our operations and jeopard-
1zed the successful outcome was removed before the assault
started. There seems little- doubt that the civilians for the
most part were extremely "grateful to the Canadian Army for the
arrangements thus made for their welfare and personal safety

(Operation "WELLHIT", p.6).

183, The battle for BOULOGNE started exactly at the
planned time, 0825 hrs 17 Sep 44, as heavy and accurate
bombing began over the MONT LAHBﬁRT’- BON SECOURS target.
Before the last bomb fell, at 0955 hrs, the supporting artill-
.ery opened fire, and under this cover Ehe assaultirg companies
moved forward towards their initial objectives, But the heavy
bombardment had failed to neutralize the hostile batteries.
‘Almost immediately the bombihg stopped the' enemy started lay-
ing down heavy shellfire, covering villages, roads and cross-
roads on the lines of advance, Frogress was slow, The two
battalions of 9 Cdn Inf Bde, attacking south of the BOULOGNE -
LA CAPELLE highway, were carried in kangaroos and armoured
half-tracks as far forward as mines and cratering permitted.
By this nmeans they got well up the lower slopés of MONT

. LAMBERT before debussing, .The 8,D. & G, Highrs captured their
part of ST MARTIN BOULOGNE comparatively quickly, but werc
then heavily shelled and held for the rest of the day. Further
south, the Nth V.S, Highrs.found MONT LAMBERT very strongly
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~up; in.this region was not completed unti
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‘held, It was a cace of tackling concrete pillboxes and case-

mates one by one with the very effective aid of crocodiles

;@nd life-buoys (portzble one-man flame throwers). It was a

slow andexacting business as the Germans were by this time
putting down fire on their own posifions, and the clearing

i the next day (W.D.,
H.Q.y 9 :Cdn Inf Bde, 17 Sep 44)., During the afterncon two
mixed armoured columns of special devices of 30 Aslt Armd
Bde (flails, crocodiles, 4,Vs,R.E, and bulldozers), supported
by a company of infantry in kangaroos, pushed forward into
the city to ‘secure the river erossings. By nightfall one colw-
umn was at the LIANE and the other had reached and surrounded
the walled Citadel (Operation "WELIHIT", pv 19), Méanwhile,
on 8 Cdn Inf Bde's scetor in the north, cvents had followed
a 'similar pattern, By early afternoon, N, Shore R., after
having been considerably held up by shelling, had reached 1
TAESCRBRIB  and commenced mopping-up operations, ©,0,R, of
Cs and R, de Chaud, gaining some protection from this engage-
ment of the enemy on their right flank, had fought their way

. forward on foot. to ST M/RTIN BOULOGNE and BON -SECOURS, Here
they were heldg-and nightfall found all three battalions

closely engaged in street-?ightin% and dealing with pockets
of énemy resistance (W,D,, H,Q., 8 Cdn.Inf Bde, 17 Scp 44),

184, For five more drys the battle continucd as. step
by step the Canadi-n troops overcamc encmy opposition. On

‘Dm=plus-1 Nth N,S, Highrs? having cleared 1ONT L/1'BERT

captured the battery position at LE CHIMIN VERT (69513 south-
east of the city, and the Citadel fell to 5,D, & G, Highrs
(W.D,,-H.Q., 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Sep 44). Two :bridges across
the LIANE were secured on 19:'Sep, H.L.I. of.C., moving up
from brigade reserve, made a surprisg erosging. of :thc river

'~ undér cover of a withering blast of fire from ouf men in

houses on the near side using cvery conceivable kind of weapon
from 3" mortars downito smallarms (21 Army Croup O0.R.S. Report,
Appx "A"). By evening all three battalions of 9 Cdn Inf Bde’
were on- the OUTREAU "Peninsula" and the brigade's total of
prisoners had passed the 4,000 mark (W,D., H.Q.? 9 Cdn Inf
Bde, 19 Sep.44). At that time, on 8 Cdn Inf Bde's front,.N,
Ehore R, having finally cleared LA TRESORERIE had managed to
gain a.foothold in WIMEREUX and WIMILLE (7057). Q.0.R. of C.
was: fighting in the; northern outskirts of BOULOGNE, and R,

de Chaud was still clearing its original objective of MARL-
BOROUGH, By the morning of .the sixth day of the .operation,

22 Sep, most objectives had been taken and enemy resistance
was coptinuing @t only three points, In thg north, 0.0.R,

-iof C, was preparing to attack FORT DE LA CRECHE, while N,

Shore R, was still engaged with WIMEREUX, The fort had been
heavily bombed by R.,A.F., mediums on the previous night, and
as the ground attack was about to start the garrison surrend-

. ered, Shortly afterwards the defenders-of WIFEREUX followed

suit (W.D., H,Q,, 8:Cdn Inf:Bde, 22 Sep 44)..In the southern

. sector as §.D, & G, Highrs and H.L.I. of C, formed up for a

final assault on LE PORTEL this fortress also surrendered,
and with it the BOULOGNE garrison commander, General Heim,
By late afternoon all. resistance was at an end (W.D,, H.Q.,
9 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Sép 44). > Al 3o Mg 1 b

185, - - The reduction of BOULOGNE with its garrison of
: apprbximately'10%200 men in well fortified positions had been

accomplished by two under-strength brigades at a cost of
only 600 casualties (21 Army Group 0.R.S, Repe

: ,S, Report, p.9).
The actual number 'of prisoners taken was 9,52 'ﬁirSt Cdn
Army Int Summaries Nos, 87-88, 25-26=Sép.4i). The success of
the operation may be attributed chiefly to two factors,--

the effective employment of a great force of supporting arms
of all kinds in a skilfully conccived and bolcly executed plan,
and the lack of the enemy's will to resist to the last man,
brought about mainly by the isolation imposed upon the garr-
ison by the march of events in our larger strategy. That the
attack had taken four days longer than anticipated was chiefly
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because of the innumerable obstacles encountered and the

- heavy shelling from enemy batteries., In spite of the terrific

| ‘ bombardment from the air, (690 aircraft dropped 3356 tons of
‘bombs on the five targets) and the expenditure by the
artillery of some 80,000 rounds on countersbattery tasks,
shelling from the heavily reinforced gun positions persisted
throughout the entire operation, holding up our advance and
causing the majority of our casualties (21 Army Group O,R.S.
Ro ti o . : .

* OPERATION "UNDERGO" = THE CAPTURE'OF CALATS
I B S5 SRR i Gem) ¥ 4}

> 3 B 1" With the-fall.of BOULOGNE the only remaining enemy
résistance along the English Channel and Worth Sea coast
west of the SCHELDT were the German garrisons at CAP GRIS

. NEZ, CALAIS and DUNKERQUE, They were all within the zone of
operations allotted to'2 Cdn Corps. While 3%€dn Inf Div was
engaged in operatlon$ in the BOULOGNE -~ CALAIS ‘sector, on the
right 2 Cdn Inf Div had moved north from DIEPPE into %he
BRUGES - OSTEND area, On 8 Sep 6 Cdn Inf Bde occupied NIEU-
PORT (5994) and FURNES (4587), and on the 9th 4 Cdn Inf Bde
took over OSTEND from the advanced armour (2 Cdn Inf Div
Hist Offr's Summary bf Ops, . 3=-9 Sep 44), Three days later
the brigade entered BRUGES without meeting opposition. The
three brigades of 2 Cdn Inf Div now began closing in on
DUNKERQUE from east, south and west, but were held up by
strong enemy opposition at GHYVELDE (3485) west of FURNES,
and 2E20U§S (2876) five miles south of DUNKERQUE (ibid.,
10-1 ep). : g

187, The matter. of assigning priorities to the capture
of individual Channel ports was one that was closely affected
by the rapidly changing administrative reguirements connected
with 21 Army Group's advance, and as such came under constant
revision by the C.,=in-C., LE EAVRE had been allocated for the
use of U.S, forces afiter its capture, and 21 Army Group's
pressing need for major port facilities well forward placed
ever increasing emphasis on the necessity of an early opening
of the port of ANTWERP, On 13 Sep General Montgomery had
asked the Commander First Cdn Army to develop operations
simultaneously at ANTWERP. and in the PAS DE CALAIS, using 1
Brit Corps for the former task while 2 Cdn Corps completed
: their assiegnment further west (C/1-0 Operations 21 Army
' - Group,. letter General Montgomery to General.Crerar, 13 Sep
44), On the same day the C,-in-C. informed General Crerar
that the early use of ANTWERP was so urgent that he was
prepared to give up operations rgainst CALAIS and DUNKERQUE
and be: content.with BOULOGNE (ibid., M,203 Directive C,-in-
C. to First Cdn Army Comd, 13 Sep 44). Naval considerations
made it necessary, however, that CALAIS and the batteries at
- CAP GRIS NEZ and SANGATTE be captured also, as their larger
-guns would be able to prevent the free movemént of shipping
into BOULOGNE, The situation as far as DUNKERQUE was concerned
was quite different and it was decided merely to contain the
town, not to undertake its capture (Mann Lectures 18 May 49).

188, The plan for the capture of CALAIS by 3 Cdn Inf Div&
Operation-"UNDERGO", broadly followed the design for "WELLHIT",
insofar as it called for the employment of very strong air,
~artillery and assault armour- support to an attack by two
| . .infantry brigades. Because of the unforeseenprotraction of
‘the BOULOGNE operation, the delay in release of the supporting
arms there employed necessitated a day-to-day postponement
of the commencement of Operation "UNDERGO", and it was not
until 25 Sep that the attack on the CALAIE area began,

¥ puring the BOULOGNE fighting, guns on the South Foreland near DOVER
engaged enemy batteries near' CALAIS with air obseryation, On 17 Sep
a direct hit was scored on an enemy gun at 42,000 yards, " (C.M.HeQ.
file 24/AEF/1/2: Report on the Engagement of Enemy Coastal BtyS..s)
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189. . | Topographically, CALAIS was.well favoured for
defence, To thé north were the Straits of Dover, To the east,
south and southwest niarshes and large ‘tracts of low-lying
country flooded by the Germans prevented access by an
attacking force, Only to the west of the inundated area a
ridge paralleling thé coast out towards CAP BLANC NEZ (7675)
. offered a dry approach to thé town, As was to be expected,
the enemy had corstructed, extensive defences to-block this
avenue, and .the usual anti-invasion minefields, conerete pill-
boxes and wire obstacles of. the coastal area extended well
back to the top of the ridge. Key points in these defences
were NOIRES MOTTES (7875) where he had a battery of 406-mm
naval guns, SANGATTE (7977), the site of several alternetive
positions for two railway guns, and VIEUX COQUELLES (83?4),
held by a small battle group of all arms. (gce Appx "GV
CALATIS $tself is situated on a: series of islands surrounded
by canals or dykes, =long vhose banks numerous strong points
had been constructed. The strength of the garrison was
estimated at 5,500 (W.D., G.S,, H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div, September
1944, Appx 275 3 Div:Int Summary, 17 Sep 44, Sce'also FRANCE
1:25,000 ‘Sheet 38 N,E, Defence Overprint, 12 Sep 44).,

190, ' By 24'Segp 44, 3.Cdn Inf Div was ready for.its attack
on CALAIS, E‘Cdn_Inr‘Bée had.been brought up from BOULOGNE

to the BERNES (7466) - AUDEMBERT (?56B§ - VISSANT (7371) area,
and 7 Cdn Inf Bde in position at BONNINGUES-LES-C.LAIS had been
relieved of its contdining role with respect to.CAP.GRIS NEZ by
9 Cdn Inf Bde, Along the castern perimeter of the CALAIS
defences C,H, of 0. relicved Tor Scot R, (M.G,) of 2 Cdn Inf
Divy, to assume once again its functicon as a mock brigade

(3 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of Ops, 1=-30 S¢p 44), For
several days there had been preliminary bombing 'of the .enemy's
‘positions from CALAIS to ESCALLES by R.A.F, "heavies", and by
"mediums! of 2 T.A.F, (W.,D,, G, Air, H.Q, First .Cdn Army

20-26 Scp 44), The sahe strongth of artillemy th t had started
_the BOULOGNE operztion was on hand for counter-battery and
counter-flak tasks (W.,D., H.Q., 2 ~.G,R.A,, Bcptember 1944
£ppx 4, Op "UNDERGOV). 2 Cdn Armd Bdc less 27 Cdn ‘rmd Regh

was providing tank support, and equipment of 30 Aslt Armd Bde
-of |79 Armd Div was again available for the. operation (W,D,,
GeSey HiQiy: 3 €dn Inf Div, September 1944, Appx: 24, 3 Cdn

Inf Div 0.0. No, 6 Op "UNDERCO", 16 Sop 24).. . .., .

191, At 0815 hrs, 25 Sep, the familiar. prelude of heavy
. bombingiattacks.- on five separate targets led off Operation
" WNDERGO™ "(W.,D., G.S.; H,Q,y.2 Cdn Corps Sep 44. ?ppx 15, Op
"UNDERGO" Hy Bombing éffort,and'3-0dn Inf Div Ops Log 24 Sep,
ser 40, and.?25 Sep, ser 10), At 1000 hrs, as the last bomb
,- fell on thg«neéres% target, the two,infantry brigades began
.. their assault, each with two battalions up preceded by A.Vs,
“R.E., flails and crocédiles., For 8 Cdn Inf Bde, directed on
ESCALLES and the SANGATTE (NOIRES MOTTES) cross-channel battery ,
. progress was swift. By nightfall N, Shore.R, had reachéd the
- high ground at NOIRES JOTTES .while.the left hand battalion,
R..de Chaud, had taken ESCALLES and was close to its:.final
- <“objective, the heavy gun positions at.CAP BLANC NEZ (7675).
~ Our patrois-operated successfully during .the nighty, and by
early morning the last cnenmy strong point had surrendered,
_and 8 Cdn Inf Bde's ‘task was completed (3 Cdn Inf Diy Hist
“Offr's Summary of Ops, 1-30-8ep 44. Sce also Hist Sec file
/c/%
(0} -

AEF/First Cdn Army , Imnmédiate Report No. 53, "Capfu
L Sappatte C ¢rannel Batte NOIRES FK( 12'.s?b"a"-E
: ' ' . The capture
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of the SANGATTE battéry and the subsequent successful
completion of Operations at CALAIS and CAP GRIS NEZ brought

‘to and end the four-year period of .shelling to which the

Kent ports had been subjected.

192, . Furthér east, 7 Cdn Inf Bde had ‘the task of sending

two battalions north from BONNINGUES-LES=CALAIS: to capture

COQUELLES and BELLE VUE, and then passing a third battalion
e, KL 0C, 1 8eob R,) through to 'swing eastward along the coast
.. road into CALAIS, The first phase was successfully completed

by last light on the 55th, with R, Wpg Rif established in

S Iy
:

i

COQUELLES "“and Regina Rif in the coastal area north of BELLE -~

+ VUE, During ‘the night, 1 C. Scot R, was carried forward in
- Kangaroos of 1 Cdn Armd Tersonnel carrier Sgn to the SANGATTE
ared without ineident, and early next moPning began 'a slow

advance with tank support of 5 Cdn Armd Regt along the SANG-
GATTE =~ CALAIS road. Deep cratering from the theavy bombing

and artillery fire had so pitted the whole #rea that Flails

and other armoured equipment, operated. with the greatest
difficulty. Late that night 1 C, Scot R's road-bound advance
along its narrow front had reached. to within 2,000 metres of
the canal along the city's western perimeter. Progress was
being measuréd in feet rather than yards, and the Commander,
7 Cdn Inf Bde, ecalled for further aerial bombardment of the
high ground defence positions’in the northwest CALAIS area

(W.D., H.Q., 7.Cdn Inf Bde, 26_Sep 44). -

193, The third day of ﬁhe'assault.(éﬁ Sep) started with
planes of Bomber Command dropping a heavy concentration of

‘bombs on seven targets in the harbour area and along the

western edge -of the tovm (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 26 Sep 44,
Eer 80, and 27 Sep,Ser 32), Then the ground assault began
again, While 1 C. gcot R. pushed on doggedly to take FORT
LAPIN (8478) late in the evening, in the centre R, Wpg Rif

g
. attacked and captured FORT NTEULAY (6477), and to the south

Regina Rif, erossing the flooded area by boat, gained a foot-
hold in the southwest outskirts of the town (V.,D., H.Q., 7

Cdn Inf Bde, 27 Sep 44), Twenty-four hours later:1 C, Scot R.

had taken the-Citadel (8678) and had put a platoon,across the
canal, Along the brigade front our troops were almost at a
standstill pinned down by the terrific fire that .continued
to come from enemy strong points along the canal, Although
over 2,000 prisonérs had been taken the garrison‘was:still,
on the whole, resisting fiercely, That night the German comm-
ander asked for a parley with the G.0,C, 3 Cdn Inf Div, At

‘this donference the German envoys presented a request that

. CALATIS be declared an open city, a suggestion that was promptly
~refused (3 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's ‘Summary of Ops, 1-30 Sep

" 44), A twenty-four hour truce, however,-was arranged for the
““evacuation of the 20,000 civilian inhabitants of the town,
- Plans were now laid for a final decisive assault by.Q.0.R.

of C., who had been brought from 8 Cdn Inf Bde reserve to
join C.H, of 0, on the east side of CALAIS (3 Cdd Inf-Div
Operation Order, 30 Sep 44), With the civilians safely ou% of
CALAIS it was possible for the artillery to arrange a fire
plan on an unprecedented scale in support of the assaulting

o irfantry (W.D., H,Q., 2 Cdn A.G.R.A., September 1944, Appx 4),

194, * At 1200 hrs on 30 Sep as the truce expired, C.H.

of 0, began to attack along the ‘s«hiore road and the GRAVELINES -
"CALAIS road east of the city, It met little opposition, for
the beleaguered garrison had by now quite lost heart. Large
‘bodies - surrendered quicklyﬁiF;om_the.west the three battalions

of 7 Cdn Inf Bde-also pushed into the e¢ity. In the evening

" the garrison commander g=ave himself up., Mopping-up operations

continued throughout the night and were completed on 1 Oct
(3 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of Ops, 1-30 Sep 44). Seven
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thousand prisoners were taken during the complete operation,
which brought to 28,000 the total for the three ports captured
by First Cdn Army (G.0.C.-in-C's, Morning Joint Conference,

3 Oct 44). In .the meantime, on 29 Sep, 9 Cdn Inf Bde had
Staged' a suecessful assauls ‘on CAP GRIS NEZ with-twe.battale
iong (Nth' N.S. Highrsiand H.L,I. of C)! The subrender of the
garrison added 1500 prisoners to-3 Cdn.Inf Div's score for

the PAS DE CALAIS area, -- a tofal that the completion of
Operation "UNDERGO" brought to 20,000 (ibid.). " . =

THE CONTAINING. OF DUNKERQUE

195, Further north DUNKERQUE remained the fsole German

- position on the coast south of the SCHEEDT, The town was

held by a garprison-estimated at 10,000 reported to be under
the command of Lieut-Gen Von Kluge (W.D., G.S;, H.Q., 3 Cdn
Inf .Div: .Sep 44; 3 Cdn Div Int Sum 15 Sep 44, and Appx 32,

- Demand for Suprender of DUNKERQUE). Successive attacks by
units of 2 Cdn Inf Div had greatly reduced the enemy-held

area about the port, GHYVELDE was taken by 6 Cdn Inf Bde on
15 Sep, and -on the next day 8 Cdn Recce ERegt entered BERGUES,
By this time the decision had been reached that DUNKERQUE
should be contained, not captured. 18 Sep saw the completion
of 2 Cdn Inf Div's move to the more urgent ANTWERP area, as

4 S,S. Bde toaok over the duty of confining the DUNKERQUﬁ
garrison (2 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of ‘Ops, 10-16

Sep 44). A week later 154 (H) Inf Bde of 51 (H) Inf Div came
directly under command of First.Cdn *rmy to assume this
watching role (G.0.C.-in-C, Morning Joint Conference, 27 Sep
44),.0n-6 Oct another nationality gained representation in

the increasingly cosmopolitan composition of First Cdn Army
as the 1lst Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade came under
command .and relieved the Highland brigade outside DUNKERQUE
(w.D., G.S.D., H,0,, First Cdn Army, October 1944, Appx 1),
It is 'of.interest to note that in the Canadian Army there were
now.units and formations of almost all the Allied nations
fighting in Northwest Europe, It was an edifying and broad-
ening experience for all concerned, and one that worked with
remarkable success (Mann Lectures, 18 May 45). Control of the
DUNKERQUE sector continued to he a responsibility of First

Cdn Army as the advance of our troops into Holland and Germany
carried Army Headquarters inconveniently far from the isolated
port, At last, on 27 Novy 1 Czsk Indep Armd Bde passed from
First Cdn Army to come under direct cormand of 21 Army Group,
a situation which was to remain in effect until the cessation
of host’lities in Europe brought the surrender of the DUNKERQUE
garrison (W,D., G.S.D., H.Q., First Cdn Army, November 1944,
Appx 2, Outline Order of Bat%le First Cdn Army, 26 Nov 44),.

196, Although the reduction or the effective sealing off
of the Channel ports was. not completed until the end of
September, it is worthy of note that one of the most important
of First Gdn Army's operations in the PAS DE CALAIS had been
brought to a successful conclusion early in the month, In

" its rapid advance along the coast the Army had passed right
 through the heart .of the flying-bomb country, and had driven
the enemy from such ldunching-sites as had not already been
destroyed by the continuous attacks of the Allied air forces.
On: 7. Sep the B,B.C. was able to announce to the people of
England that the menace of the.flying-bomb had ceased to exist
(First Cdn Army Int Summary, 7 Sep 44). Although there were
later a few_Small;scale.airﬁ rnée launchings from planes based
on airfields in Northwest Germany, the last V-1 directed against
London from normal static launching sites in France or Belgium
was fired on 6 Sep (C.M.H.Q.;file 4/Gen Appree/3/2, General

N

._ .



(- %2&4 gquoted in Historical Officer' eport No, 137, Enemy

ir Atta d the Canadian Army: ns'hé Jnit Ki3“ om
The V Veapons) . Qf some 300 sites that existed along the coast
from the-PI§ DE CALAIS to the CHERBOURG Peninsulay the great
ma jority'were found between ROUEN and ST OMER (Report Fo.
137, Para:27), It was-the clearing of this area‘east of the
SEINE by First Cdn Arny.that brought to a halt the toll of
death and destruction wrought by the f'irst of the enemy's

"revenge weapons",-. ! e

- 197. ° + It is necessary now to come back to mid-September
in'order to see wh-t had been taking place 'in other: sectors
.. of First Cdn Army's wide field of opeérations, and inturn
" to fit these events into the larger picture of 21 Army Group's
plan of action, The intentions expressed on 3 Sep by C=in-C
still remained in force, -- to sweep around the RUER area
to north and south with 21 Army, Group and 12 U,S. 2Zrmy Group
respectively, preparatory to the final advance into the heart
- of :Germany. In pursuit of this aim Second Brit Army was re-
grouping in the ANTWERP area before launching Operation
"MARKET 'GARDEN" on 17 “ep, == the ‘operation to sccure crossings
of the MEUSE and REINE in.the NIJMEGEN - ARNHEM area with
the employment of three airborne divisions, First Cdn Army's
task was to open the port of ANTVERP, and then advance along
‘the axis BREDA - UTRECHT - AMSTERD/M, Its boundary with Second
Brit Army was set-as HERENTHALS - TURNHOUT - TILBURG =
S 'HERTOGENBOSCH -~ ZALTBOMMNEL - UTRECHT - EILVERSUM, It was
the C-in-C's intention that Firgt Cdn Army should destroy all
cnemy between this boundary.and the sea, and open up the port
of ROTTERD/M, Subsequently the Army was to be ‘brought up
*  on the northern flank of Sgcond Brit Army and directedon
BREI'EN ahd HAMBURG (Mann Lectures, 18 May 45).

OPERZTIONS -OF -1 POL AUD DIV 4¥D 4 CDF AILD DIV FROIl THE
SOIZIE-TC THE SCIBLDT AFD THE IRCPOLD C.MAL (6-30 SEP)

198, Before dealing with the regrouping that took place
in First Cdn Army as a result of these impending commitments,
the operations of the two armoured divisions of 2 Cdn Corps
during Sevtember must be noted, Whilz the Corps' infantry
divisions were occupiecd in semi-static operations against the
Channel ports; 4 Cdn Armd Div and 1 Pol Armd Div, for whose
employment there was no demand in such compzratively restrict-
ed engagements, had been éxtending the Corps'! forward
‘1ine ‘well up through Belgium towards the Dutch frontier,
"During .the first week in September progress had been rapid
~_as both formations advanced from the SOMME against little
‘:-opposition, by-passing the few centres of enemy resistance
‘“that werelencounter-d (W.D., G.S., F.Q., 4 Cdn *rmd Div, 7
"Sep 44). On the.right 1 Pol Armd Div, kbeping pace with fecond
‘Brit Army's fast-moving 7. 'rmd Div further east, drove along
"fhe axls BLARTNGHEM (2346) - YPRES® {5366) - HOOGLEED, (7374) -
THIELT (9175) to reach the CAAL DE GHENT: at AELTRE.(9984)
on 9 Sep: (2 Cdn Corps Sitreps, 1-10 Sep 44). In the same
period 4 Cdn ‘rmd Div on the left advanced from BELLANCOURT
5long the route ST OMER (1353) - BERGUES (2776) - DIXMUDE
(5581) to be halted @t the CLNAL DE GHENT just short of the
city of BRUGES. in the MOERBRUGGE (8794) - OCSTCAMP (8693)
area (W.D., G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn /rmd Div, 1-9 Sep 44).

199, The two divisions had now recached an area where there
"was still ‘strong German resistance, and six months were to

pass before the armour could again break out into the open

in pursuit of a rapidly retreating enemy. Our need of opening

the port of ANTWERP to A1 died shipping was fully realized

by the enemy, who showed every intention of blocking as long
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as he might the advance of our forces to the mouth of the
SCHELDT,. Although the capture of LNTWERP had cut the land
escape route of the Germans in Northwestern Belgium, there
still remaingd means of withdrawa}l by sea, It thus became a
logical procedure for the German Command in the BRUGES -
‘NTWERP area to evacuate as many troops as possible aeross
tho WEST SCHELDT while continuing to hold the southern per-

imeter zgainst our' advance. - 4

200, - In the achievement of this purpose the enemy was
aided by the canal barriers which lay aeross our path, The
CANAL DE GHENT joins GHENT with BRUGES, continuing on to
ZEEBRUGGE as the BRUGES SHIP CANAL. Further north the LEOPOLD
CANLL runs west from the WEST SCHELDT near TERNEUZEN to the
North Sea above ZEEBRUGGE, passing just inside the Northern
Belgian boundary. Between -these two waterways is the CANAL
DE DERIV'TTION DE. LA LYS which runs from the sea alongside
the LEOPOLD CANAL for twelve miles, and then swings south-
enst to cross the CANAL DE CHENT ten miles west of GHENT,
Between GHENT and ANTYERP'the River ESCAUT (SCHELDT) flowing
from GHENT to ANTWERP is: paralleled to the north by a number
of" waterways, chief of which is the C/NAL DE HULST, Cutting
this water bound pocket of Northwest Belgium in half ‘is the
GHENT - TERNEUZEN CANAL running .north from GHENT into the WEST
. SCHELDT. All these waterways mow became potential Iines of
‘defence for delaying action on the part of the enemy.

20715 Shortly after reaching the CANAL DE GHENT 1 Pol
trmd Div was moved sastward to relicve formotions of Second
Brit Army in GHENT (2 Cdn Corps Sitrep, 11 ep 44), During
the next two weeks the division operating north and east from
-this base slowly clcared the area beftween, the SCHELDT River
and . the GHENT .- TERNEUZEN CANAL, By 19 Sep 3 Pol Inf Bde had
established a bridgehead across the CANAL DE HULST between

. EULST (4304) and A¥EL (3203), and on the faollowing day these
two toyn were occupied (2 Cdn Corps. “itrep, 20 fep 44). By
22 Sep TERNEUZEN (2711) had been taken, and the, area between
- the SCHELDT and ‘the GHENT -~ TERNRUZEN 6LNAL north to the
WEET SCHELDT had been completely cleared of enemy troaps.
With their task in this sector completed the Poles concente
rated in the vieinity of HULST until religved by 29 Cdn Armd
Recce Regt on, 27 fep, when the division moved into 1 Brit
Corps' zone of opera%ions sast of ANTWERP. (2 Cdn Corps Sit-
rep, 30 Scp44), Al . s

202. 4 Cdn 'Armd: Div began its task of clearing the! area
west of the GHENT- - TERNEUZEN C/NAL with an attack across the
CANAL DE GHENT on 9 €ep at MOERBRUGGE, A battalion of 10 Cdn
Inf Bde (A. & S.H., of C.,) established a small bridgehcad, and
in spite of: heavy enemy fire Bivisihnal,engineers,manageé

to erect a bridge over which reinforcing battalions and: tank
squadrons could pass (W.D., G.S,, H.Q.,; 4 Cdn Armd Div, 10
Sep 44), By the afternoon of. 12 éepfbo%h brigades of 4 Cdn
Armd Div were- across the .canal and moving forward to the next
barriery; =~ the CANAL DE DERIV'TION DE LA LYS, In the mean-
time BRUGES, which at first had shown signs of resistance,
had been evacuated by the enemy. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, brought down
from the .coast at. ZEEBRUGHE, completed the occupstion of the
city on 12 Sep, receiving a tremendous welcome from the 1ib=-
er?ted inhabitants (W.D.,-G,S., H.Q,; 4 Cdn /rmd Div, 12 Sep
44 : 1

203, On the night of 13/14 Sep a bridgehead across the
"¢ LEOPOLD Canal and the CANAL DE DERIV'TTON.DE LA LYS was
' temporarily establis'ed at MOERKERKE (9303) by the Alq R,
of 10 Cdn Inf Bde., During the day, however, enemy resistance
became very strong and the battalion was forced to withdraw,
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but not before.heavy casvelties had been inflicted on the
defenders, That ewvening the Corps Commander gave instructions
“ that in future opérations it would be sufficient to maintain
contact and exert a degree of pressure, without sacrificing
our forces against an enemy who might well be retreating (V¥.D.,
G.S., HiQ.y 4 Cdn frmd Div, 14 Sep 44). The wisdom of this

déy when it was seen that the
~enemy had in fact retreated from the fap bank of the CANAL DE
DERIV'TION.DE L& LYS. A bridge was built without difficulty
.at BALGERHOEK (0598), and* by nightfall on the 16th thc bulk
“of the division kad erossed the canal (ibid., 16 Sep 44),

204, " . ° Mopping-up operations in the area enclosed by the
GHENT ='TERNEYZEN and LEOPOLD C4ANALS and ‘the~CANAL ‘DE DERIV-
ATION DE LA LYS occupied thé’ two brigades of 4 Cdn *rmd Div
for the next tenm.days (W.D,, G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div,
September 1944, Appx 41, Outline %lan for Ops cormencing 19
Sep 44), While 10 Cdn Inf Bde clezned up the southeastern
corner of the area and advanced down the left bank of the
TERNEUZEN CANAL, 4 Cdd Armd Bde meintained pressure on the
left, running into increasingly strong enemy opposition at
[.SSENEDE (2199), BASSEVELDE (1600) and SAS V!N GENT (2599)
south of SKVOJAARDS PLAAT (W,D., G.S., H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div

18 fep 44), On the evening of 26 Sep our -troops entered Holland
and SAS VAN GENT became the first Dutch town to he liberated
by 4 Cdn Armd Div (ibid., 20 Sep 44). On the evening of the
22nd it was possible to report the entire area south of the
LEOPOLD CANAL clear of the enemy, including the pocket between
the TERNEUZEN CANAL and the SAVO&AARDS:PLART where 10 Cdn Inf
Bde had established contact with 1 Pol Armd Div (2 Cdn Corps
Sitrep, 22 fep 44).

205, 4 Cdn Armd Div now began a period of patrolling
activities along the south bank of the LEOPOLD CANAL, ready
to exploit any weaknesses found in the enemy's defences, but
~under instruction to attempt a bridgehead assault only if
the opportunity occurred (V.D., G.S., H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, Sep-
tember 1944, Appx 18, 2 Cdn Corps In{entions, 27 Sep 243, on
the left of the armoured division 18 Cdn /rmd C. Regt was
holding the line of the canal from MOERKERKE to the seca (2
Cdn Corps Sitrep, 27 Sep 44), By the last week of 'September

it was realized that the enemy intended to hold the arez north
of the canal, and thet the task of dislodging him was beyond

the capabilities of an armoured division. Plans were now being
formulated for a series of full-scale operations directed at

the complete freeing of the SCHELDT estuary (Operations
"SWITCHBACK", "VITALITY" and "INFATULTE"). 3 Cdn Inf Div was

to join 4 Cdn Armd Div in the job of driving the enemy north

of the LEOPOLD CANAL into the sea. Vhile the infantry division -
was still engaged in Operations against CAP.GRIS NEZ and

CALAIS, 4 Cdn Armd Div continuwed its patrolling role, gathering
useful information regarding enemy strengths and dispositions
(W.D,y G.S.,y H.Q., 4 Cdn Armd Div, 26 - 30 Sep.44). On 27

Sep a special force of armour and infantry from 10 Cdn Inf

Bde relieved 1 Pol Armd Div in the HULST area (cf para 201).

It was. given the role of guarding against enemy infiltration

- from ANTWERP into the area west of the SCHELDT (V.D,, G.S.,
H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, 24 Sep 44), The end of ‘the month %ound 4

Cdn ﬁrmd Div extended.along a- 30-mile front contzining the
Germans north of the LEOPOLD C/VAL and waiting for the beginning
of the next phase of operations. il
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206, ‘The redisposition of forces that accormpanied Seccnd
Brit Army's preparations for Opeération’ "MZRKET G'RDEN" had
the effeet of furth r extending 2 Cdn Corps' field of respon-
sibility, On 13. Sep the commander First Cdn Army received
instructions to.move H.Q. 1 Brit' Corps and 49 (W.,R.) Inf Div
from LE HAVRE to ANTWERP'‘in drder-to relieve 53 Inf Div of
12 Corps for its role in the approaching operation. The urgency
of the move and-the. length-of the road journey involved made
it nécessary to ground 51 (H) Inf:Div at LE H'VRE, and ‘to use
- its transport to carry the Yorkshire.Division (C/i-O'Diréctive
M201,; C.-in-C, to Army Comd, I3 Sep 44). The move was not com-
plcted until 24 Sep, with the three brigades of 49(W.R,) Inf
Div taking up positions sonthwest of TURNHOUT (0506) on the
extreme right flank of First Cdn “rmy. In the meantime, on
- 15 Scp, 2 Cdn Inf Div was.ordered to transfer one brigade
(4 Cdn Inf Bde.wes selected) to 'NTWERP'next day, to take
over the eity from 53 Inf:Div (¥,D,; G.S5., H.Q., 2 Cdn Corys
15 Sep 44), By 18 Sap 211 three brigades of 2 Cdn Inf Div had
completed the move., 4 Cdn Inf Bde. occupied the northern and
northeastern sectors of 'NTVERP to.defend the wvital docks and
- Lock-gates of the ports; ' 5 Cdn Inf Bde was disposed along the
- 1ine of the ALBERT C/NAL”(C/VAL DE JUNCTION DE.L'ESCAUT) to
the east; and 6 Can Inf Bde was in.reserve (2 Cdn Inf Diy Hist
Offr's Summary of Ops, 1-30 Sep 44), 2 Cdn Corps' four-divis-
ional front now.extended from ANTWERP to, BOULOGNE,:a distance

i -

“of 150 miles. (See:Appx MHEM) . o ‘ F sy

207. It now became 2 Cdn Inf Div's ‘task to organize .for
an advance north from /NITWERP, towards the base of the -ZUID

. BEVEL'ND Peninsula, as part of the large scheme of operations
designed to clear the SCHELDT‘Estuary,fE_Cdn Corps Inteption,
20 Sep 44), Further cast 49 .Inf:Div of 1 Brit Corps would |
make a simultaneous thrust north through TURNHOUT, But first
there were. the ALBERT and ANTWERP - TURNHOUT :CLANALS. to. be
-erossed, The enemy was holding both these waterways in strength.
while effectively preventing any casy penetration north .

of ANTWERP by a well-placed system of M,G., mortar and .light
gun positions in the northern suburb. of MERXEM-(V.D,, C.S.,
H.Q.y. 2 Cdn Inf Div, 25 Sep 44). On thenight of 21/22 Sép 5
Cdn Inf Bde (Calg Eighrs) successfully ostablished a bridge-
head across the ALBERT CANAL near YYNEGHEN (7796), allowing

6 Cdn Inf Bde to pass through to the line of the ANTWERP -
TURNEOUT CANAL. An attack by 6 Cdn Inf Bde on 24 fep to secure
a crossing over the northern canal at LOCHTENBERC (7905) did

. not succeed (ibid.). Meanwhile 49(W.R,) Inf Div on the right
had occupied TURNHOUT and had established a bridge across

the canal southeast of ‘€T LEON/RD. (8709). On the¢ night of 26/
27 Sep 5 Cdn Inf Bde crossed by this bridge to capture ST .
LEORARD and pave the way for further bridging operations sout!
of the town and below BRECHT (8410). On the samz day (28 Sep)
MERYEM was occupied, With' the¢ barriers of the two canals thus
overcome’ the way was now opan to the division during the first
weck of October to begin its advance up to the ZUID BEVELAND
Peninsula (2 Cdn Inf Div Hist Offr's Summary of Ops, 1-7

Oct 44). : ;
THE. S ITUATION: AT THI ZND OF SEPTEIBER
208. | Implementation\of thchﬁrmy plan to coﬁtrol operations

in the ANTWERP zrea by 1 Brit.Corps while 2 Cdn Corps completed
the' clearing of the PAS DE CALAIS moved a step naearer completion
on 26 Sep, when 2 Cdn Inf Div was placed under temporary

command p} the British formation (2 Cdn Corps Sitrep, 21 Sep 44).
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This readjustment was welcomed by the Canadian Corps Commander who

“had been faced with the difficulty of giving adequate attention to

3 Cdn Inf ‘Div in its attack on BOULOGNE and CALAIS, 2 Cdn Inf

" Div fighting ‘north from INTVERP{ and'the two armOUred divisions

and a’'8,5; Brigade operating between those two extremes (W.D.,
H.Q,, 2 Cdn Corps, 26.Sep 44), On the last day of thé month

l Poi Armd Div moved from HULST to: the TURNHOUT .area to provide

1 Brit Corps W1th-the necessary drmour for forthcoming operations

L (W.D,, G8iD,, H.Q., First Cdn Army, September 1944, Appx 1, S.D.
41, 30 Sep 445

The - same- da saw the completion of the changes in
the corps position as 51 (Hg Inf Div, which‘'had been left grounded
at LE HAVRE, passed under- control of the Second Brit. Army, taking up
a position gust to .the right. of the inter-army. boundary seuth of
9701). (;,bid., 5.D..47, 30 Sep).

;209, : The end ef September marked the cenclusien of a
,\5pectacular phase of opcratiens on the part of Tirst Cdn Army,

Since D-Day, in a series of hard-fought battles and relentless
pursnit, the Canadian troops had advanced some 400 miles from the
Normandy Béaches to the Dutch Frontier, Since 23 Jul First Cdn Army

-.had capt ured over 70,000 prisoners in a.campaign that had cost the

enemy more than a million men (iMann Lectures, 18 May 45), The total
casuwalties suffered by First Cdn Army from the opcening of Operation
"POTALIZE" (7 Aug) to the end.of September were 18 4996 (W,D., A.Q.
Branch, H.Q., First Cdn Army, Scptember 1944, consolldated G, & B,
State, 13 Sep 44), (ﬂeport 131, Bvpx MCY gives Canadian Army cas-
ualties from 6 Jun to 5 Aug 44 a8 11, 270 ' G

210. ' But for the Allied armies in Northwest Europe the
general situation was becoming less and less promising, The launch-
1ng of Opcration "MARKET GARDEN" had mét with violent enemy reaction

and-we had been unable to secure the RHINE crossings at ARNHEM,
North and south of the RUHR the German armies were holding our
thrust with strength and determination. The port of ANTWERP had
still to be opencd, and until its facilities should become available
to us our administrative lines must be etretchmd to the limit and
our oper”tions proportionally impeded

ﬂlthouhh we now stood on the threshold of GERMANY
we were baffled unless we wara able to build up
our forces rapjdly and - restore monentum to our
attack, A sober appraisal of the situation made it
‘quite clear that we had NOT yet reached the stage
of finality in_;his-campaign, and that the door of

"‘opportunity was_being shut in our face by .the
recognized skill of the German Command who were
doing: everything in their power to secure their
defensive positions and gather their own reserves,
being aided in this by the vicissitudes of weather
which'played into German hands during the Autumn,
To sum up we were being prevented from using ANTWERP
and we were being held away from the RUHR. In the
stark phrase of the C.-in-C., we were now in for
another "killing match, -

- (Mann Lectures, 18 May 45)

211, The operations by which First Cdn Army cleared the
SCHELDT Estuary and opened the port of ANTVERP will be dealt
with in a subsequent repert :

R i i g i This report wasiprepered'by Major G,W,L, Nicholson,

; WG A, 1

A (C P. Stacev) Colon
D.D, Hlstl
CANADIAN NILIT&RY HYADOUARTERS .
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