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2 Cockspur otreet, SW. 1,
London, ENGLAND,

The Director,
Historical Bection,
Ganeral Staff,
N:otional Defence Headouarters,
Ottawz, CENADA,

1. A further report is presented,

Le This report consists basiczlly of =z copy of an article
prepared by me &t the suggestion of Lt,-Gen, A.G.L. McNAUGHTON

for the Canudian Geogrsphical Journzsl of Ottawa, As stated in

my Report No, 10, however, I Nuve added to this certain material
+hich could not be puvlished at the present time but which poss-
esses historical interest or importance,
3s - The arrangement of this material is as followst
PPENDIX MA"® Article "The New Cenadian Corps" written
for C.nadian Geographical Journal,

APPENDIX nB® Notes to the article: Sources of 1nfcma—:
tion and asdditional facts,
PENDIX mCv Epecial note or. the Norwegian project of
April, 1940,
APPENDIX "Dv Special note on the Canadian ispect of the
campaign in France, June, 1840,
APPERDIX "En Letter from General McNoughton, 24 Feb 41,
4o It is obvious that the mat-orial on the evwenlits of the year
1940, here presented, can constitute nothing more than = very
brisf .nd incomplete sketch of those events, It may, however,
be of som= slight ultimate =ssistance to the Uffieizl Historian
in indie:ting cert-in scurees of information end providing & con-

temporary outline shich may help nim in ssscmbling the frimework
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Report WNo. 'Y, APPEnDIX A’

IHE NEW OCANADIAN CORPS peciagsg1)gp?

Authority: DHD 3.3
::;rtzﬂh___&xnuhcnuuo

On Christmas Eve, 1940, the Prime Minister ofNCaymI-na m!aﬂio
an announcement which his countrywen recognized as marking an
epoch in the effort of the Dominion in the Second World War.
AICanndian Army Corps, he iaid, would ‘exist in the United King-

dom as from Chrlstmas Day.

To the minds of people throughout the country, and to those
of Canadlens beyond the seas, the phrase "Canadian Corps" suddenly
called up a host of memories. Bven these too young to remember
the last war knew its meaning well. Mdore than any other words
could do, these two expressed the essence of the national
recollection of 1914-1918: years of pride and sorrow, when earth's
foundations were shaking almost as they are to-day, and when the
soldlers of Canada, Intervening for the first time on Buropean
battleflelds, helped to set at reat a menace to the peaceful
development of the world which had come out of CGermany, and bought
a new status for thelr country with their skill, thelr courage and
thelr blood.

TH4 FIRST CANADLAN' CORPS.

It was on 135 September, 1915, that the first Canadlan corps
came Iinto existence. There had been Canadian fighting unita in
France since December, 1914, when Princess Patricia's Canadlan
Light Infantry landed there. The First Canadian Division went
to France in February, 1915, and entered the line for the Iirst
time in March, Next month, in front of Ypres, it stood up to the
first Jerman gas attuck end wrote one of the proudest pages in its
country's history. Now a Second Canadlan Division was arriving
in France; and the consequence was the formation of the Canadian
Corps, coumanded by Lieutenant-Ueneral i.A.H.Alderson (who had

formerly commanded the Pirst Livision) and consisting: of the two

divisions plus corps troops.
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Thls was the Leginning of a fightlng career counting few

reverses and many triuamphs, which continued until the cease-fire
bugles sounded at Mons on 11 November,1918. The Third Division
Joined the Corps just before the end of 19153 and in August of

the following year the Pourth Division crossed from England to
France, This raised the Corps to its final full strength, at

least in infantry; for the Fifth Division, though formed in
England, never arrived in the field as such, save that the Fifth
Divisional Artillery joined the Corps, adding materially to its
strength in guns, and fought until the Armistice. In M¥May of 1516
General Alderson was succeeded as Corps Comander by another
officer, from the PBritish Reguler Army, Sir Jullen Byng - afterwards
Lord Byng of Vimy end a post-war Goverrnor General; and when General
Byng left the Corps thirteen months later a Canadian olflcer, Major-
General (afterwards General) Sir Arthur Currie, was placed in the
command, and continued to hold it until the end of the war, Under
his dirqotion the Corps became a more sutonomous force - more

independently and distinctively Csnedian thar 1t had been before.

On the career of the old Corps in battle, it is hardly
necessary to dwell at length. For it, as for the rest of the
Britlsh forces on the Continent, 1916 was a hard and bloody year;
the names of St.Elol, Mount Sorrel and the Somme serve to commemorate
1t. The spring of 1917, however, brouzht a full weasure of triumph
and reward, in the great "set-piece" attack on Vimy Ridge. 1In this
operation, most carefully prepared over a period of more than three
months, "for the first and only time all four of our divisions
attacked simultaneously, and for the first time the possivility of
breaking through a fortified position was demons trated”. it was
an lamportant and heartening success for the Allled @arms; but from
the point of view of Canada, Vimy had a further speclal significance.

The Canadian offieclal historlisn, Colonel Duguld, has thus expressed 1it:
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"There the Corps was consolidated into one homogenecus entity;
the most powerful self-contained striking force on any battle-

front",

Later in the same year the Corps 'uﬁ further victories at
Hill 70 and (at a heavy cost) in the mud at Passchendaele. In
the great GCerman attacks in the Spring of 1818 1t was not involved
(though certaln Canadisn mobile forces, cavalry and uotor nachine-
5uﬁ units, distinguished thumselves). Its opportunity came with
the moment [or the counter-offensive, and in the tremendous assault
delivered in front of Amiens on 8 Augoed——=the black day of the
Geruan Army" Ludendorff called it - the Corps, with the Australians
alongslde 1t, effected a complete strategic and tactical surprise
and crashed through the enemy defenceas to 4 depth of el ht miles.
This was the beginning of the end, the first of those "Hundred
Days" of uninterrupted victory which lcd“to.tho Armistice.
Throughout this period !eneral Currie wielded wlth sureness and
conf'ldence the splendld weapon which four years of fire had formed
and tempered; and in these final months the Corps roached its
highest pinnacle of eff'iciency and achlevement. The part which
it had played in the drama of the German overthrow recelved '
syubolic recognition on 13 December, when the Pirst and Second
Canadian Divisions marched across the Hhine at Cologne and Eonn
as parts of the Aray of Occupatlon. Withlin a few months the
men of the Corps had agaln beceme civillens, and the Domirdon was F
busily engajed in dismantling the great fighting mschine which it
hed created for the emergency, and reducing its defence services to
almost less than thel!r pre-war scale of lnasligniflcance. In those
happy far-off days a second World War seemed to wmost Canadlans
quite unthinkable.

Ths remarkable force which thus case to the end of 1ts career
bequeathed to the people of Cinada a tradition of service, sacrifice
and victoryy; but it left behind it other things too. One of them
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was a wealth of military experience scquired in the hardest of
schools, exXperlence which,far rroﬁ poriahlna.;ith the disbandment
of the Corps, continued in the years that followed to furnish the
officers of the Dominion's milltary forces with such material for
thought. Reading and re-reading the records of 1014-1918, they
traced in them the causes of the Canadians’ nuccéna in action:
and, nowlse depreclating the Llnflusence of thelr 4ountrymon'n native
courage and military aptitude, they realized tha% these had been
turned to the best advantase by sound organizatlign.

They recognized the partlcular importance af the fact that the
Corps had been ‘4 natlonal untt, 'lth~§iiiiba force and vigour of
natlonal pride and national tradition t’éd!ri.vo it forward. They
noted, too, that certain speclal ’1'“§§§!£°f strength had been
preaent in {ts meke-up. The tonhnicj;;%tmn of the service had been
stronger in the Canadian Corps than lnainj similar formation in the
British service. For instance, from the apring of 1918 each
Canadlan Divislon possessed an Engineer Brlgade of three Englneer |
Battalions and a Pontoon Fridging and Transport Unlt, a considerably
larger provislion than was found in the divislons of the BEritlish
| Army.Thie Canadian Signal service was llkewlse stronger 1In proportion
. than its Pritish counterpart. Particularly remarkable was the

strength of the Canadlian artillery, which as already note, had five
divisional artilleries for four divisicns, and also possessed other
extra elements not found in the ordinary British corps. And not
the least of the Corps' adventszges was the system by which Canadian
formations - divisions and brigades - had double staffs: each
brigade, for example, having two staff ocaptains instead of one.
This arrangement eased the strain on the staff during protracted
operations, minimized the reduction of personal efficlency
inevitable 1n their later stages, and contributed materially to the

admitted general excellence of Canadlan Staff work. All these things
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mast in falrnes! Ve kept in mind 1in comparing tha perforasnce
of the Canadlan CQrpn with that of other rormationi which, -

®#ilthout those sdvanta es, Tought hard and efiectively.

It has been remarked that by 1918 the word "Corps"™ was"a
very uncertain ahd'lﬁdytinitn-milltary tern".  The nature of
the Canadien Corps lént force to this observation; for in the
speclal features of organization Just noted, and in its relative
autonomy in tactical and even in strateglc aatters, which
increased towards the end of the war, it approximated slmost more

to an Army than an Aray corps.

It was not merely sound organizatlon and directed nationsal
spirit, however, that made the 0ld Corps what it was. Added to
these was the skill and tompetence with which sll ranrks did their
duty: =a skill, the out@rowth both of careful training and hard
experlience, which can 1n the best sense be called professional =
though only comparatively few of the offlcers and men of the
Corps were regular soldiers. It was this skill, common slike to
the infantry soldier fighting his way forward, and the staflf |
officer who drafted the battle plan and supervised 1ts execution,
which enabled the Corps to combine effectiveness in action with a
relatively low cost in cesualt'as. ~ it mppeared particulariy in
the smooth and effective co-operation between the various aruas ihich
was an enpeblally fotavle feature of the vattles of the Hundred Dl’l;
_ anq nowhere was it more aumiravly displayed than in ghg manner 1ln
whléh the Canadlian artillery wsas used to prepare the way lor the
assaulting infantry. The policy of General Qurrle, as desecr.bed
by his Successor, the Comuander of the present Corps (in an article
written in 1033), was “tq pay the price of vietory, so far ss possibvle,
io shells and 1ot in the 1ives Bf nen"; ard the same aubhority,

commenting on the fact that durlng the last Handred Days the zuns

supporting the Canadian Corps fired nearly 9,300,000 shells, has




written further, "I know of ne organization in the history of
the War which was able to produce such a high ratio in shell to
troops, nor any in which th price pald for victory was lower in

personnel”,

It 1s interesting to note that two of the artillery officers
who played significant parts In this work in the last war now
hold the mont_iqportant appointments in the Canadlar Army,
Brigadier-tsneral (now Lioutensnt-ueuaral)A.G.L.?cHuughton, who
was Jenersl Ofricer Commanding Canacdss—orps Henvy Artillery in
1918, now commands the new Corps sbroad; and Lieutenant=Colonsl
(now najor-ﬁonurai;j H.D.G.Crerar, who in 16018 was Counter Battery
Offlcer of th: Corps, is now Chief of the Generul Stafr at Ottawa,
This may serve to symbolizée the manner in which the military
éxperience gained 1n 1914-1918 is being turned to sccount in the
present conflict; were space avellabls, these two important
appolntaents could bLe made the starting point of .a long catalojue

of names.
THE = CANADIANS 1IN BRITAIN, 1939-4@._

Such was the old Corps, whose traditions are not the least
lmportant item in the outfit of the present one. in this sense
the history of the new formation Legan long before 25 Lecember,
1940, wher 1t was officially ereated; and sven in a narrower
sense 1t can only Lo understood &y reviewing events In Cansda snd

in Europe stretehing back to the day when Gerssany invaded Poland,

Not so many months belore the outbreask of the Second World
War, Gritish statesmen were talking in terms whlch excluded the idea
of a British army Iighting agein on the continent of Burope. In
these circumstances it is not perhaps altogether surprising that

Canadlan statesmen of more than one party, as recontly as March 1939,
declared their belief that besinion expeditlonary forces were une

likely to be requlred in a future war; but ths p.edictlion was soon
falsified by the event.,
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When the lnvasion of Poland begar on 1 September, 1939, the
Canadlan Covernment, supplementing certnln'onrlitr precsutions
taken on 20 August, issued orders for the mobilisation. from the
¥ilitia of a forece of two divisions with ancillary troops. This

previously

measure, taken in accordance wlth plans/prepared, was calculated
to provide against gnjjﬁeadp ﬁhich_aight arise, at home or abroad.
In gontrast Iith-fh‘jlyétié Aaopﬁtd in 1914. when new unlts'-ora
created for the anndilﬁ-dxponltlﬂnary.Force, and the #ilitla
regiments merely contflbuted officers and men to them, the units
of the new "Canadign Active Service Force" were actusl Wilitla
regimsnts wobllliged for the purposse and completed to war establish-
,ment Ly veoluntary enllstment.: Tﬁs; thus ca:pried with them on this
new service rogimﬁntnl_trndiuions dating, in some cases, from before
the birth of the Dominion, as well as those of the C.L.F. units e
which they perpetuated. gvery man attested into the Active

Service Force was s volunteer.

It is worth noting in passing, that in lovenber of 1940 the
anclont term "Mlilitia" formerly the officlal appellation of all .
branches of the Canadlen military service, was by Urder-in-Council
finally discarded in favour of the term "The Canadiasn Army". The
regiments on permanent duty were henceforth desi neted as Actlve:
those still ummobilized, known till ther as the Mon-Peérmanent Actlve
Militia, becase Resorve units of the Aray. The tera Canadlian
Active Service Force passed out of official usage, and the force

then serving abroad was labelled Canadlan Aray (Overseas).

On 19 Septeaber,l939, it was announced that the First Division

would in due course prbcaed aocroas the Atlantlic. Oeneral Crerar

(then holding the rank of brigadler) crossed to the Unlted Kingdom |
to set up a Canadlian headquarters therej; end on 17 December the rzrsi
contingent of the Divislon larded &t a British port. Accompanylng

it was the diviaslonsl éﬁ#wlgdor, Yajor-Ueneral ¥elaughton. Another
contingent arrived bafare iﬁn‘end of the year; and s third, composed 4

of anelllary troops early in Fébruary, 1940, As & result of theae
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arrivals, there were approximately 25,000 Canadian troops in
Brltain;r ' The nﬁclllary units represented a part of the Cansdlan
provision of "corps troops” for the Eritlsh corps which, it had
been assumed, the divislon would Jjoln. In due course, Already,
however, 1t had been anupounced that the Second Canadian Diiiplon
would also o abroad; and the first small units of thls formation,

which was to Le commanded Ly Wajor-General V,.W.O0dlum, another

of flicer who had served with distinction in the last war, landed with
the Fourth and Fifth Contin_ ents on 22 May and 21 June, The main
contin:ents of the division diseabarked on 2 August snd 5 September,
and with its concentration virtuslly completed Jeneral Odlum now
took command, on 6 September. The last infantry units did not Join
it, however, until the arrlival of the Eighth Contlngent from Canada,
which took place on Christman Day, - the day on which the Canadlian
Corps came into exlstence and the Second Division came under the

Corps Commander.

Long before the Second Division even tegan to arrive in Enblund,
the world had bee:n shaken by tremendous events , In the drawma of
the spring and early suager of 1940 the Flrst Divislon, and the
other Canadian troops then sbroad, played a part, though 1t was a
small one. % To,carry on the. thsatyrlical metaphor, it conaldted
. mainly of walting hopef lly iﬁ the wingsy and on the one occasion
when the Cenadlians in any numbers did actually ssnage to get on to
the stage the curtain was suddenly rung down before they could plsy
the role for which they had been intended.

NORWAY,

The brlief and brutal caspalgn in Polund with which the war
began was succeeded, it will Le remembered, by & long winter's

lull, buring this perlod the First Canadlan Plvision was training

in EBnglend - training with an intenslity which lapressed those who
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saw 1t - and looking forward eagerly to the day when 1t might join
the Pritish Lxpeditionarv Porcé in France. April of 1940 found

it putting the finishing touches to 1ts equipment end ita efficlency,
and antlicipating a very early move, Thep, on the 9th of the wmonth,
came the sudden and unscrupulous Geraman asssult on Horway, and the
urgent need for sending troops to assist the ﬁorwoglnns against the

invaders.

In these olrogmstanoea, it was natural that the War 0fflice,
with most of 1ta own well-trained troops already across the Channel,
should turn to the Canad!ans, The expositlion of the Scandinavian
campalgn which ¥Mr. Churchill later . ave to the British House of
Commons umay be recalled here. It was conslidered sessentisl to
recover from the enemy the port and aerodrome of Trondhelm. With
this end iIn view, two "diverionary attacks" were undertaken from
the north and south - from Nansos and Aandalsnes respectively.
Following these, a frontal attack was to Le launched agalnat
Trondheim ltself. in this last, it was consldered, a Canadign
component might play & valuable part, and at the request of the
War Office a small force, composed of picked units7;nd.;ndividnnla.
and comuanded ﬁy & speclally seleoted officer, wus rnﬁidly organized

for the purpose.

In high hopes and with great secrecy this lttile contingent
moved off; but it zot no further than an eubarkation port in
Scotland. The deceptive good fortune at first onqoﬁﬁtbrﬁd bj eha'
subslidlary attacks l=d to the optimistic conclusion that the main
assault would not be necessary, and 1t wan.cancolled accordingly.
The Canadlan detachment's occupation was _jone, and after a short
period in rederve they found themselves buck at Aldershot, a statlon

of whiech (they doubtless felt) they had already seen enough. Only

two Canadians were actually sllowed to take part in the Norwegian
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campalgn. They were privates of a Saskatchewen regiment who

had volunteered as Interpreters, and who varn-lant to a British

vnit in this gapacity. They spent ten dayz In Norway, three of
them in sctual fighting in the Doubaas area - for they used thelir
rifles as well as thelir llnguiatia kgowled;u - before they wero
safely evacuated on a deatroyer. {Tha battnlion So which they were

A%
attached was part of & famous rogxmuntnfrOm ﬁh! Horth of Ergland;

1 A
TS Ve

and the two ¢ntorpretors have Lp? ‘j_ﬁ thhb they found the

English of the Horweglans easior to understsnd thnn that of the
soldiers of this battalion).

This month 6f April, wu aoith of disappointaent and frustration,
was nevertheleas dist;ﬁgulshod for tha‘Canadiana oy msrka.o; royal
favour. On the Oth Thelr lgjeatles the King and fueen visited them
at Aldershot; and from the 17th t;?g4£h inclusive two Canadian
reglments, firat the Royal 22e Hs,lmagi, and then the Toronto
Scottish Regiment (¥.G) mounted juard st Puckingham Palace, It was
not the first time that Cenadlans had guarded the royal residence;
but the French Cansdians of the "Vandéo" were the first non-8nglish
speaking troops to perform this duty, and the occaslion naturelly
attracted considerable notics, The King ls Colonel=-in-Chlef of
the Roysl 28e, and the Tueen Colonel-in-Chief of the Toronto

Scottish.
THY LOW COUNTRIES,

The British evacuation of Central Yorway was followed lmmediately
by & s8till more violent and wmore traglc phuse of the war, beginning
with the German violation of the neutrality of Holland, Belgium and
Luxembourg on 10 May. Holland was overrun in a few days of bitter
and ruthless fighting. An Anglo-Frerch aray went forwsrd to assist
the Belglana, ouly to find its communications with the maln French
forces severdd Ly a Geruan thrust in the vieclnity of the Sedan,
followed on 21 May and succesding days by a mechanigzed dash to the
Chani:el coast and & movesent northward along 1t which threatered to

cut every link between ingland and the iritish Expeditionary Force.

N
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‘commander, within a few hours of receliving the [lrst intimation of

11,

In this moment of desperate perll it was natural that
proposals should agaln be wmade for utillzing the First Canadian
Division, which was one of the very few formationsa in the United
Kingdom in an advanced state of equipment and training, and which,
needless to say, was mor:::Exious to set into the fight, On 23
May, Ceneral lNcHaughton was told that the Eritish co-qnnd proposed
to entrust o him the task of restoring the communications of the
B.E.F. with the Channel ports, and with this idea in view he was
requested to undertake a personal reconnaisasnce. The Canadlian
troops had beer onh short noéloo for a move since 10 ?ln:? now those

detalled to take part in the proposed venture rapidly loaded tholr
esulpment and atarted for embarkation polnts. |Meanwhlle thelr

the scheme, was speeding across the channel in a destroyer to see
things for himself. With him went a few staff officors and a small
party of Canadian military police. He visited both Calals and
Dunkirk, interviewed the Pritish and French officers on the apot,
collected all possible Information, and on the afternoon of the
24th was back in London, reporting first to the wmilltary chiefs and
then to M¥r. Churchill and the War Csbinet what he had seen and hesard.
The declsion of the powers was that the exlsting military situation
would have to be dealt with by the men and guns already in France:
there was not sufflclent tloe to move troops with the necessary heavy
equipment from the United Kingdoam to the critical points. The

proposed operation was called off; and Canadian soldlers who had

already boarded transports were disembarked and moved back to Ald.riho'
("A very flat feeling for all of us™, wrote one of their officers).
Twice more in thils same week -~ the ore lmmedlately preceding the
surrender of the Belglan army - further proposals were made for using
the Canadlans, and on the first of these occasions troops were actuall

under orders; but the asuthorlities decided that landing more men on the

French channel coast would not contribute to the sslvation of the D.E.F¥

®
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The safety of the Unlted Kingdom ltself was now becouing a

matter of grave anxiety; and for defence against Invasion the
Canadiana were one of the moat important weapons in the British
araoury. On 29 May the First Division end its ancillary unlts
were constituted as a self-contained "Canadlan Force" and on the
same day they moved to an area in the Midlands where they would be
in a position to strike rapldly and heavily at any invading force
which might succeed in penetrating the defences of the Hast GoustF:D
Here they remained during "Dunkirk week", while across the Channel
the Navy, the Aray and the R.A.F. held off the exultant eneamy and
saved the Iritish Expeditionary Forece from destruction by an
improvised combined operation which will rank as a classic for all

tine,
THE BATTLE OF FRANCE.

The Uermans, however, did not turn against England. They
occupled the ahell of Dunkirk on 4 June; and the next day they
launched a terriflc sssault upon the main French armles in the
reglion of the Soume,. If France was to Le saved from collapse 1t
was now essentlal to provide a new Eritish Expeditionary Ferce to
support her. There were few British troops left upon her soll, but
i1t was resolved to despatch frou Bngland such further divisions as
were sufficlently trained and equipped for the purpose, and to send
Lieutenant-General Sir Alan Erooke to take command, The Cesnediens'
gglg now changed againy they suddenly found themselves back in
Aldershot, where on 8 June they had the honour of snother visit by
Thelr dsjestlies the King and Cueen; and within a few days they were
moving out on tha'r way to France. Agaln thelir hopes were high;

they mlight, perhaps, bLe vouchsafed a sharo in saving the sltuation,

oven at the eleventh hour.

The situation, unfortunately, was past saving. In the event,
only the leading elements of the First Canadian Division - one
infantry brigade with 1ts attuched technical units and some
artillery - actually trod the soll of France. “ost of these troops
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landed at Brest on the morning of 14 June - thé day on which the
Germans marched into undefended Paris. The iInfantry lmmediately
enirained and began to move up country towards the centre of
operations, while thelr transport came on by road. By the early
morning of the 15th the trains were approaching the appointed
divisional concentration area. The men sboard them had no idea
whatever of what was happening beyond tholr own range of vislon.

In fact, however, a discussion on the l4th between Generals Weygsnd,
Georges and BErooke had resulted in the azreed conclusion that since
organized resistance 0y the main French armles was virtually at an
end 1t was hopeless to think of holding out in Brittany with the
forces stlll available; and that evening the Cabinet in London had
decided to order the withdrawal of the Eritish forces through
Cherbourg and Brest, The Canadian mo-ement then in progress was

immedliately put in reverse.

The new orders reached the Canadian infantry battalions in the
small houra of the morning, through the mouths of French rallway
transport officers on the moonlit platforus of statlons far in the
interior. There was temporary doubt of their authenticity (for in
those days false orders were only too common); but confiramation was
sought and obtalned from competent authority, and the various
trains started back towards the coast. That which had penetrated
farthest, carrying the brigade headquarters and a well-known
Highland roginené?arecoived the instructions at s.bl;-sur-Sarthn.
rather more than 200 miles by rall from Erest. The troops felt
some uncertalnty as to the disposition and Intentions of the traln

crew; but a Highland captain took up his statlon in the engine-cab,

~provided with both red wine and ready cash for the purpose of

influencing the driver (while in the event of these arguments failing,
there were men with sub-machine-guns in the tender); and the

Journey began, with "all rgnks keen and ready for trouble" and the

27-car train "a veritable travelling fortresa”,
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Thus they clanked on through the countryside, expecting

momentarily to collide with a German armoured column: a little

moving island of Canadian territory, with the Third Fr¥oh Republie
falling into ruin all about it. As things turned out, they got
through without mighap, though by no means by the route intended;

for ( in consequence, 1t appears, of some flustered railway official
en route handing the trein erpt,tha?;rons orders) they came out on
the coadt, not at Bront,i!’ﬁtf St.Malo.  Iumckily, however, there

was a British transport in the harbourj and on the 16th these troops
found themselves back at sldershiot yet once more. They had been in
France a little less than forty-eipght hours. The other unitas were
duly carried back to Brest and thence to England; and the divisional
commander, who had recelved news of the orﬂsri countermnnﬁihg the
movement while at an English port preparing to embark, had the
satisfaction, after a considerable period of anxiely, of hearing that
the whole of his advanced brigade-group, and the gunners, were

safely back on British soil.” Jo other Canadlan troops had actually
salled, though many had been aboard ship ready to sall when the new
orders were received.

It had been one more bitterly disappointing experience for the
Dominion troops, who by now were translating C.A.S8.F. as "Canadians
Almost Saw France". Of the voyage back aeross the Channel, one
officer recorded " We all feel & terrific sense of exasperation and
frustration”; nor were his feelings smoothed by reading later what
he called " a _lot of dammed fool and misleading newspaper reports

13)
of our trip".  One especilally sore point was the loss of the brigade's

transport vehicles, destroyed (under orders from higher authorities
in the erea) before embarkation; the only bright spot here was the
fact that the one Canadlan artillery regiment which got to Franceé had,
by the use of a little pertinecity, managed to bring its guns back
with it, despite instructions that they too were to be destroyed.
Reviewing the whole eplisode with what objectivity they could muster,
the sole satisfaction the Canadian officers and men could find in it

was that throughout the affair they had earried out orders received
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from higher authority; that the. had had to withdraw without

meeting the enemy whom they had longed tc encounter was no fault

of thelrs.

Portunately, the affair had passed off almost without losses
in men. There were no casusltles due to enemy action. One non-
commissioned officer of the Royal Canadlan Corps of Si:nals dled as
the result of a motoreycle accident on the Frest-orlaix road.
Ir the first days after the return to England, a considerable nuaber
of men were mlssing and wers believed to have become prisoners; but
small parties and individuals continued to turn up amillng unt;;JEn LY
tlremend; the total was down to five. Of these, two uaq/known to be
in prison camps in jerman-occupled France; while two more e wAnt
interned in unoooupied Frnnco and a third in Switzerland. AWS wew
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FORTRESS-

The position of Fritain after punkirk needs no laboured
exposlition. She had saved her army, but the army had lost most
of 1ts equipmant; and she was now faced with the imminent threat
of invaslion by & most powerful eneuy, flushed with victory, who
controlled the whole western coastline of Hurope, from the North
cape to the Pyrenees. It was a high and terrible moment in her
history; but under the inspired leadership of the new Prime Klnlater.
whom the crisis had made, she rose to meet it in a manner worthy of
the conguerors of Napoleon. Her armles dug and sweated on the
beaches, the roads and the serodromes; her navy watched ceassleasly
for the invader's barges; her splendld air force, superior to the
enomy's in all save numbers, shot hls attacking squadrons out of the
skies day after day; a new cltizen aruy of Local Defence Velunteers -
since re-christened the Home Guard - sprang into existence to meet
the threat of the Cermun air-borne infaentry; and in the factorles,
fros one erd of the country to the other, the workers of PFritain bent
thelr backs to the task, not only of replscing the srms and egqulpment

los% in France and Flanders, but of providing those needed for wast

K
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new srmies. Our task now is to record the part - necessarily a
relatively small one - played by the canadian troops in the events

of that amazing summer.

with invesion now & possibility at any moment, the "Canadlian

Porce”, reunited and reconstituted, returned to its role of Dunkirk
week: & striking force in reserve, ready to lsunch e crushing
counter-attack against any Invading bedy which mi ht succeed in
getting through the coastal defences. On 25 June it rolled out

of Aldershot once more to take up a station In a pMidland area -
though not the same which it had occupied in ilay. Here again,
however, it did not linger. Wi ten days 1t was on the move to
yet another sectlon of the country where it was considered that its

services mlght be rore useful in the anticipated emergency.

The arrival of the Canadians in thelr new area was closely
followed by an lmportant change in organization, The Eritlish
authorities had intimated that they desired to form a new Corps,
incofporating the Cenadisn Force within it, and to utilise the
services of Ueneral Mclimughton to command 1t. The Dominion
Government agreed; and the General handed over the First Canadian
Division to another distinguished officer, Major-General 4.R, Pearkes,
on 18 July, retaining command of the Cavadian Force until 21 July,
whon the whole was absorbed in the mnew 7th Corps. Gezeral
McNasughton's appointument as Corps Commander brousht with it promotion
to the rank of LieutenantsGeneral. The Corps was a powerful force;
1t comprised a number of British formatlons In addition to the First
Canadisn Division and its ancillary units, and iIncluded formidable
armoured componenta. The staff was drawn from both Ifritish and

Censdian sources. This crganization lasted uantil it was in part

merged with the new Canadlan Corps.
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Through the susmer and sutumn, while the Invaslion clouds hung
heavy in the English ;kiOI, the troops of the 7th Corps laboured
incessantly on perfeesting their own efficlency and the arrangsesents
for meeting the assault which they fervently hoped would be attempted.
It did not materialize; pu{ﬂiyra e good reamson to believe that 1t
wis thiendeds T August the German Alr Foree began to make large-
scale attacks upon Ingland which mounted to a feroclous climax early
in September; the great ralds on London began on the 7th of the
month. Everything indicated that the Luftwaffe was attempting to
galn mastery of the air as an immediate preliminary to invaslion.

The defending aruy now made its finel dispositions. The Corps was
warned that the moment mlzht be at hand; and for nearly a fortnight
the troops were kept on very short notlice, hourly expecting to hear
the church-bells that would warn the people of England that Hitler
was putting it to the touch. On 11 September Nr. Churchill told

the nation that the coming week ranked "with the days whon the
Spanish Armede was approaching the Chamnnel, and DUrake was finlishing
his game of bowls; or when Nelson stood between us and Napoleon's
Grand Aray at BOhlognn'f:) Four days later the Oersmans made their
greatest alr attack; and that day the R.A.F, shot down 185 of thelr
machines., The invasion dld not come. Oradually the imminent
menace was dissipated; the tenslion relaxed; and the Canadians

resi ned themselves to the fact that thelr hopes of action had again

gone unrealized,

In the midst of this corisis, the Second Division camwe into
corporate existeice. It was immediately assigned such operatlional
roles as its tralning and equipment warranted; and after three
months ' additional hard and intensive training it was considered
ready to take 1its place in the order of Lattle of a fl hting Corps.
The consequence was the organization of the new Canadlan Corps
before the end of the yoar. . Exocept for a few Hritish unlts which
remained under the Corps for the moment, General MeNaughton's







assisting local authorities by dlsposing of unexploded bombs and
removing deLris; and it would mentlon dogens of homely but useful
enterprises in the way of construction and repalr, Let one exauple

suffice,

In the late summer a company of the Royal Canadian Engineers was

assigned a apooini Job: ‘the constructlon of a by-pass road which,

: in additlion to oelng desirable for the purposes of clvlil traffic, was
| considered to Ve an essential addition to the strategle communications
I : of the Canadlan area. The bDy-pass was to be two-and-a-hslf miles

! long:; helf of it was to be ' new concrete road, the rest to be made
: by widening and stralightening exlisting roads, Authorlty to proceed
with the Job was given on the afternoon of 3 September, and ground
was Croken one hour later. By 8 September, the whole route was
"roady for use of any type of transport from end to end should
neceasity arise and weather rewain dry". The first concrete was
poured on 18 September, and the lest on 19 October: af ter which

the Canadlian sappers, with only thn'rininzlng touches left, took
thelr firat Sunday's rest since the job began and listened to the
astonished comments of the local authorities, to whom the whole
afTair seocmed rather like a plece of white magic. Then the engineer

company, having caught lts breath, moved to snother part of the area

and began on anothar by-pass.
THE NEW CORPS, 1941

Even in the last war, an army was a very complicated meschanisn,
but 1t 1s far more so to-day, for war has become a much more three-
dimenslonal affair then 1t was in 1918, At that time, the revolution
produced by the spplication of the internale-combustion engine to the
business of warfare was only beginning; to-day it appears 4n its full

effect. The air arm has lent new scope and elasticlty to tactical




and strateglc conceptlions; and in the campaign in France and

Flanders 1t was seen to have assuved some of the bombardment
functions forwerly assigned to the artillery, as even in the last
war it had assumed many of the old reconnsailssance functions of the
cavalry. On the ground, at the seme time, the development of fast
armoured vehicles, the numerousa and amazing progeny ol the clumsy
monsters [first seen in action with the British Forces on the Soume

in 1916, has restored the dynamlcs of war. France and Flanders in
1940, and - ugnw.happily = Libya in 1941, have demonstrated that
modern campali ns, instead of bou;ing down in the mud of trenche
systems as in the last wer, may sweep across the map as in the days
of Napolean; but the stroke of an aray to-dAy 1s delivered with
speed and force such as the Corsican never dreamed of. The men of
1862, watching with amagzement the manoeuvres of Jackson's infantry
in his campalgn in the Shenandoah, dubbed them "the foot cavalry";
but to-day the infantryman goes to battle on wheels (or tracks), even
horsed cavalry has vanished from the scene, and Stonepall'q brigades
would be left at the post. The prinolpléa'of war héﬁo'hat altor,d,
but the application of thes has sltered mightily with the rise of
new weapons; and the organization of armies has had fo change in

the same proportion. It has bLeen necessary to provide not only:
striﬁing unite of the new types, but also protective orginitatlonl- A
for defence agalnst the striking units of the enemys; the old units
have had to bLe made mobliie; while the inoressingly rumerous motor-
vehicles of many varieties required for this and dogens of other

purp-ses have to be repalred by other units and supplied with fuel
by atlll others.

In conseguence a& modern force such as the new Corps must i nclude
many units not found Iin the clnssifloa}ion of former days. To
describe the new situation at length vould be both tedious and
impolitie; but a few seneral remarks are in order. In place of

the cavalry reglments of 1914-128, the Corps has "Recornalsseance




Pattalions" eguipped with motorcycles and armoured "scout cars”.
Its Artillery must have not only the "Field Regiments" and "Medium
Regiments"” famillsr (under different deslgnations, and with much
less effective armament) In the last war; 1t reguires Anti-Tank
Rggaunntl and lnti-Airorntt npglnnnts also, to counbor the fast
armoured vehicle nnd the Stuka. Thn Engineer and: %1@na1n aras have
hacd to elter their own orsnnilatlon and equipment to snabtle them to
serve the needs of a more moiblle army; the advent of the fast
motorized column has, for instance, given wireless communication a
much erhanced luportarnce. To make the infantry moblle, the Army
Servic* Corps must provide Troop=Carrying Companles; to keep the
army's vehicles moving i1t must provide Petrol Companies and Petrol
Parks; and for its older and more familiar functions Ammunition
Companies, Aumunition Parks and Supply Columns must be on hand.
The Ordnance Corps has found 1lts work and i1ts laportance greatly
incressed by the multiplication of motor vehicles and the  rowing
complexity of armament. It provides the hiher formations with
Ordnance Fleld Parks and Arany Field Workshops, and the lower ones
with numerous Light Ald Detachments which have the functlon of
keeping the units' transport and eguipment Iin repair. The Aray
dedical Corps too has had to adapt itself to the new conditions,
especieglly with respect to the eguipment of the Fleld Ambulances
which serve with the forward fizhting urits, And one could go on
indefinitely with the catalogue of the various other units, some
old, some new, which g0 into the makeup of a modern army; one might
spesk of Recovery Sectlons, Provost Companies and Postal Units, of
Salvege Units, Field Hyglaho Sections ind Mobile Bath Units; all
these and many more Lawe useful parts to play - but to enunerate
them all would perhaps weary the reader. And in all this, it sust
be noted, we have spoken only of the Army preper; we have sald
nothing of the Alr component which the Hoysl Canadlan Alr Force
supplies to the Corps, or of the inpqrtanco or:AS? Force go-opdfntiou

generally and the arrangements made tb ensure 1ts effectiveness.
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or ého infantry we have sald 1llittle. Yot the infantry is
8till the hard core of the army: it 1s the infantry, in the last
analysis, which, duly alded by the ofther arms, must ogcupy the ground
and hold 1t. Let us glance for a moment then, et a standard rifle
battalion under the new dispensation. It will e understood that

the desecription cannot be exact.

The modern Infantry battalion possesses several score motor-
vehicles, in its own right. These, however, are priamarily for the
purpose of traﬁaport&ng its heavier armament, ammunition and stores,
not for carrying personnel. If the battalion ls left strictly to
its own resources, therefore, only a small proportisn of the wen
ride; the remsinder march in the old-fashioned way - and they must
be fit to march twenty miles should the occaslion require, For a
¢ross-country operational move, however, the unlit is not left to its
own resources, The men, insuch a case, are carried in vehlcles
supplied by an H.C.A.5.C. Troop-Carrying Company, or from some other
outslide source; and in this way the battalion becomes, for the
moment, fully "motoriged".

This 1s the procedure for the approach to the scene of actlion.

| In the presence of the enemy the battallon relies on ita own
equipment, and as in the old days the Infantryman normally fights on
foot. Nevertheless, the battalion's tactical mobllity has greatly
increased since the last war - chiefly through the provision for it
of a conslderable number of "Bren gun carriers”. These are fast
handy tracked vehicles which are often mistaken by eclvilians for
light tanks, They supply the means of rushing the battsllon's light
machine~suns rapildly to the front over alwost any sort of terrain,
ocoupying points of vantage and ¢learing the way for the riflemen.

AS a rule they are carriers pure and simple, but the guns can be

fired from them if elrcumstances render it desirable.




% The battalion of to-day is a little smaller than 1ts prototype
of the last war, yet it has fer more actual fire-power. In this
the soldier's pifle is still a most important element, though it is
now supplemented by other weapons. fven in 1918, the multiplication
of ligzht machine-guns had gone far, producing a total of 32 per
battalion; but the present total 1:%51@.:- ( and the tendency
etill seems to be towards increase) while in addition the modern
Bren gun is lighter and more efficient than the old Lewis, A new
addition to fire-power is supplied by the sub-machine-gun. Purther-
more, the battalion has what may be termed its own artillery, in the
form of an allotment of light and medium mortars. It has its owm

protection against low-flying aircraft in a platoon armed with antl-

| aircraft machine-guns, and for protection against armoured vehicles

| it has a proportion ofsanti-tank rifles of heavy calibre. (The

| heavier anti-gircraft and enti-tank weapons are provided by the
artillery). It will be gathered that the modern Canadian infantry

‘ battalion 1s a very formidable fighting machine.

} One or two comments on the consequences of mechanization are

I perhaps apposite &t this point, One which ocours to everyone who

has seen a modern army on the move 1s that, while the motor wehicle

has made many formerly difficult tasks easy, it has also brought

new and complicated problems in its train., The provision of a sure

supply of motor fuel at all stages of an operation extending over

many leagues i1s in itself a tremendous task for the Army Service

Corps and the Staff. Even more fundamental is the all-pervading

problem of traffic control. Properly used, the thousands ef_vnhiclot

provided for an Army Corps of tc-day have the effect or.giving 1t‘

mobility surpassing the wildest dreams of earlier generations; without

proper control, on the other hand, they serve only to block the roads

and destroy that mobllity which they are inténded to enhance.

Motorized artillery, for instance, 1f pushed forward at the right

moment over arranged routes kept free for the purpose, may strike the

enemy suddenly and heavily and faecilitate a rapid and inexpensive

infantry advance; but i1f, on the other hand, it moves at haphazard wity

its many guns and vehicles, it may become entangled with other units
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snd dwindle into the status of a mere obstacle to advance, a
positive hindrance to the units :t secks to ald and a moat tempting
target for enemy alrcraft, Theére is no problem in this war more
basic than this homely and apparently simple onoj it can only be
solved by steady application and hard actual practice on the roads;
and the staffs and regimental officers of the Canadian Corps have
been giving 1t thlis treatment for months,.

This is not the place to deacribe the industrial structure
which must support such a modern army as this which we have been
describing. Yot it a3 In order to point out in parenthesls how
vast a structure is required for the purpose - and how slgantle
is the task of creating it in a country ordinarily devoted to the
arts of peace and possessing no aramazent industry worthy of the name,
There was a tremendous problem of equipment in the last war, but
it was nothing compared to the present one, Then 1t was baslcally
e matter of shells and guns; to-day we need these, but we also need
a multiplicity of armament bilg and small which was unknown in 1914
16183 and for work which then was done by horses and mules we need
motor-vehicles and more motor-vehiecles - armoured or unarmoured,
wheeled or tracked. Weeting these needs has been a slow process,
even In England where the foundations slready existed; in Canada,
where in the maln the work had to prooceed rroﬁ th? ground up, it was
necessarily still slower. . The Dominion has been discovering that
an armament industry cannot be created overnight. Already, however,
& vast agount of valuable materlal has crossed the ocean from Canada
to the British and Canadian forces; and the flood of equipment of
the higest quality :a now beginning In earnest. A country whlich
never Lefore mace tarks, artillery or machine-guns is labouring on
these and many other items equally unfamiliar; an industrial
development much larger in guantity than the considerable Canadilan
effort of the last war, and infinitely greater in variety, is far

advanced; and when the Canadlian factories reach full production in
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support of the Dominion's troops and the other armlies of the

Empire, victory will not be far away.

-

o have 1ow sald enough, perhaps, to ensble the reader to form
at least a general idea of the units composing the Corps. Of its
sctual organisation we can say only the most obvious things. It
conslsts for the moment of two Divisions, while in addition the
Corps Commander has at his dlsposal a large force of "Corps Troops".
Zach Divlalan has allotted to 1t a machine-gun battallion armed with
guns of a heavier type than those used by the "rifle" battallions,
and a proportion of the technicsl arms, including its own Divisional
Ariillery; while the Corps Troop:s provide the Commander with further
large resources for use in whatever msnner and place the situation
may Jdictate -« among them being arother strong force of artillery.
Soon, as we have noted, the Third Division will joln the Corps; and
its striking power will receive moat important further reinforce-
ments with, first, the addition of an Army Tank BErigade to the roll
of Corps Troops, and in due time the arrival of a complete Armoured
Division.

In many respects, then, the new Canadlan Corps is very different
from the old. Its organization and equlpment reflect the technical
developments of a guarter of a century; and 1f a soldlier of 1618
who had heard nothing of those developments were suddenly to be set
down in the mldst of one of Cansda's modern divislons he would find
mony things to astonish hinm. In particular, he would certalinly
wonder at the new mobility. The old Corps was a marvel of offensive
power in 1ts day; but 1t never possessed those means of striking
rapld and heavy blows across great tracts of country which have
come to its successor, and which the Canadlan céommanders are still

selising every opportunity to develop and lmprove.

Nevertheless, the old soldier would soon rind that the new

organization had a . reat deal I1n common with that in which he aserved.

He would recognize in it another "powerful self-contalned striking




force"™ with different equipment but wmuch the same essential
character as the one that was the British spearhead in the

Hundred Days. He would aense the dealire to attain the same sure
8kill, the seme effectlive cc-operation of every paert which aade Lhe
old Corps such a formidable fighting maghiné.. He>would certainly
feel that this was in the resl sense a Canadlan national army; he
would recogriiss: the pulse of the national 1irs'behyihk steadily
wlithin 1t, as it beat, more and more atroﬁgly. towards the end of
the last war. If he was a man of imagination, he might well feel
that he was In the presence of something more than a great materlal
fact: of a living symbol and bodily expression of the Dominion's
new position In the world - the position which he and his corirades

of the old Corps did so much to win,
A LITTLE BEHIND THE FRONT.

The Corps 1s not the whole story of the Canadlan Army Overseas,
though it 1s certainly the most important part of it; Uehind it are
& whole group of organizatlons auxiliary or supplementary to 1t,
without which 1t could not long exlist, at least under conditions of

active warfare.

Important among these are a group of extensive and growing
medical establishments, including several General Hospltals, a
Neurolosical Hoapital, and accommodation for convalescents. The
need for theae, and the functions they perform, require no explanations
They have been kept fairly busy even while the Corps has been pesce-
fully employed; for while the health of the troops has In general
been zo00d a proportion of accldents and 1llness 1s inevitable in &

large force under tralning.

A conslderable fraction of the Canadlan troops in England aré
not in the Corps, out are on the strensth of "holding units®™, of which
& sigeable famlly have come into being, These units serve the
purpose of maintalning close to the CGorps a "first reinforcement"

available to fill the gaps in the ranks which may result from battle

casualties or any other cause; whlle in additlon soldiers posted to




thels may sc.ulre further Ificiency through tocining bLefors being ,
sent to regloents 1o the fleld, They are orgenised by wras «nd ser-

vigces, the Infantry, srtillery, fnginesrs, Sighels sl Army oeorviee-
Corpa coch having Sheir o.n unit or undts, hile thoere 18 wlso o
fgencrul® unit,

Militar; edusaticn maturelly gets much sttontion, To «nswre o
supply of young staff officers i ined in .ceordunce «ith the liteat |
teschings of eaperiante, & Consdian Jundor w.r Staff Course Lis beling
conducted in MM-; Anothar ossentiul organisatioca 1e the C.nudian

" Troludng Gchool, shose Wifferent «ings give speclslirzed ihotruction
o varicus bremehes, One of these wings is an Ufficer Cudet Ir.inlng
Unit, whose Lusiness 1% 1o %0 Wrulm cancidotes lof commissions chosen
from the rinks; this 45 mow She only procedurs by shich officers are
obtsimed for the Canadianm Army, shether st hole or cbroad,

Gne could gu on a4t length «ith the cutulogus, sp..king of the
units of the Dontsl Corps (o service to which s ecial sStemtion has
sdways Deoh given Lo the Cumidien Army), of the Puy Corps, or of & |
dosen vther essential ualis or cstablisiwents; bubl tlse and apuue
sould fuil, Hoom must be found, howewer, for st lesast & a.nticn of
twe other speelial b anches of .otivinvy,

During the lust war, the British Government, fucud «ith o sef-
flows shortage of timber for .ar ,urposes und with the fact that ship
tonn.ge couwld not bo spered for .de wate Lupurts from wbroad, cosked
Cansda to ralse « FPorestry Corps .hieh uizht meet the situation by

Aploiting Lo Lhe wituost She timber roscuwroes of Britidn and Fronse,
This vus Ln 1046, By the ond of the war, the Corps was nearly
4,000 stronge Compondes «ere o8 -ork in snglund, Scotisnd

ad Fronce, «nd over 600,000,000 board feet of seen lusber nod |
been produced, In Yhe prescnt sar slesllor neods sooll recurredj ;
during the summer of 1060 Csaady wea sgain wsead for belp, sod guln
& Cunndiun Firestry Corps sus rupidly sobllised, A colsiderable pars .
of this Corps cale to Brituin #ith the Lighth Contiugent, -ad stild {

mors «1%. the Kinth (shich l.nded -t the ond of February, lodl); Shese j

|
.

Snits wre Jlroady hard At sork,
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hospitality for soldlers on leava. To tell the whole story would

re&uira a volume,

A most limportant additional activity coming under the Auxiliary
Services organization is the aray educational pro remme, a speclal
concern of the Canadian Legion ﬁgr'gérviééi; _ The Diractor of.
Education is Dr, A.E.Chatwin of Sasknto;n; while s mnst.importnnt
role has slso been played by ¥r.J.#, Rlckersteth of the University
of Toronto, who has beern carrying on this work at Corps Hesadquarters.
A cowprehensive plan with uany aspects is now .ein, pursusd. The
object ia, 1in part, to contribute to the malntenance of morale by
glving the soldler useful and interesting ocoupatlion in his leisure
hours; Ubut the primary object is to slve hilm the chance of leaving
the army better educated than when he entered 1it. Lniversltlies
throughout Canada have co-operated Ly agreelin. to a stendardlzation
ol matriculation end degree requirements - mo small achievomoht in
itself for the Canadian Legion to have brought about; and it will
be possible for a man to continue an Interrupted education, and to
qualify for entrance to & unilversity and even for a university degree
by work done in the aruy. Instruction is proceedins through week=
end and evening classes, many of thew held in eivil school bulildings,
and with the ‘ald of civil instructors; a careful aystem of correa-
pondence courses has been iorkad out; and In addition s prouramme
of "directed reading" has been instituted, by which a soldlier
interested in a speclal topic 1s placed in touch with an suthority
in that fleld who cen recom=mend books and advise hir 'in the use of
thea. It 1s stlll early to attempt an estlmute of the results of
thls enterprise; bLut 1ts possible ultluate national aignificﬁﬁéa

needs no underlining.

All these various important military activitles outslde the

Corps come under the direction of Canadian jilitary Headquarters,




Londen, The Senior Officer of this Headquarters 1s Major-dsneral | 2 |
P.J.Y¥ontague, who has served in Zngland since the first advanced
party sent to establish the Headguarters landed on 13 liovember,1939.
In addition to administering the long 1list of base units of varlous
sorts, General llontague with his staff, is responslble for a ureat
variety of dutles connected with the quartering, equipment and
general maintenance of the Canadlan troops in the United Kingdom,
and for malntalning close liaison with the We: Offlce, the General
Officer Commanding the Corps, end the High Commissioner for Canada
in the United Kingdom; and Canadisan iilitary Headguarters is the
link between the Canadian fi:ld lorces and the Department of
Fatlongl Defence at Ottawa. The Headquarters has inevitably

grown In sigze with the growth of the Canadian forces In the United
Kingdom, During the period when London was subjected to intensive
boabing in the Autumn of 1940, it was the part of those forces
which was closest to the centre of military activity - a situation

which seemed decidedly strenge to veterats of the last war.
THE COMING TRERST,

These lines are written aft;:::lghteen months of the Second
World War, at a period equivalent in tim? to Jdnuary of 1913 Ln{thc
previous war. At that time Canadlan troops had bean en,agah in
heavy fighting in Francs for MW lne months., 50 far, in the
present war, the Canedians have not found s battlefield; deprived
repeatedly of opportunltiés that seemed within tholr grasp, they
are still waliting and hoping for the moment that will bring thea
contact with the enemy and a chance to do the Job for which they
crossed the sea, Thelr impatience to he up and doing has not been

lessened by the news of Australian victories in lorth Africa.

It must not be supposed, however, that in theae circumstances
the troops are merely idly walting for Opportunity to knock once
more, In this war there is .ood use to be made of time. Time

itself is an opportunity - an opportunity to be lamproved Ly comploting'




The comfort and welfare of the individual soldlers who compose
the Canadlan Arumy Overseas are the concern of the Canudian Auxiliary
Services. At the outbreak of war a number of public-spirited
orgenizations Iin Caneds offered thelr services in bohalf of the
troops in the fleld. It was desirable both to accept these jenerocus
proffers and to provide against dupllication and waste; and the
answer was found in the orgaenization of the Auxiliary Services.

These operate in the United Kingdom under a Senior Off'icer 1n London
whose functlon 1t 1s to co-ordinate the many services supplied to the
troops by the Salvation Army Canadian Wap Serviges, the Canadian
Y.¥.C.A, Overseas, the Knights of Columbus Canadlan Arny Futs, and
the Canmailian Leglon War Services; to supervise the distributlion of
the comforts genereusly supplied by the Canadiah,ned Cross Soclety;
to provide a sort of seneral co-ordinating elearing~house for all

the organizations, British or Canadian, which are offering kindness
and hospltality to our troops in the United Kingdom; and to porfpru"
a miscellany of &ther tasks falling in the same field. Zach of éﬁé
four organizations mentioned sbove has a atqff of supervisors working
among the troops. These mer have earned goliden opinions. They

are often seen appearing with a moblle canteer to distribute free

tea and Liscults to units that have Just marched in from a wet day's
training; they industriously organize _ames and entertainments, and
provide motlon pletures (I have hesrd of one supervisor who sometimes
shows his current films three times in one evenling, runsing the
projector hianself); they keep the recreatlon-rooms supplied with
notepaper and other necessaries; they manage canteens where men can
buy cigarettes, food and other things at low prices; and in general
they perforas an invaluable service to the comfort of the troops and
the =morale of the army. These are the services supplied to the nmen

while in the fileld; but in addition the Sawe organizations and many

others have made special arranzements to provide comfort and
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equipment and perfecting tralining. The Corps 1s battle-worthy;

but each month that pssses makes 1t more so. Battalioﬁa, brigades
enu aivisions, making mimic war down the twisting voads and across
the green fields mnd hillsides of EBngland, grqlhoaoéing ateadlly
more proficlent, The proper use of weapons lﬁiﬂh not so long ago
were unfamiliar is becoming second uatﬁnq to ;hp'ﬁnn in the ranks;
the regimental offlcer is hardling his men end equipment in the
field with the skill and cnnrldeaoe that come only with long '
practice; the staff, livin: with the coaplinatad practical problena
of moving great masses of men and directing thea in action, have
learned what the difficulties of their tasks are, and what are the
best means of mastering them, Thoae constant exerclses mre the

oll of the mllitary machlne; thanks to them it will move with
smofthnvss and precision on the day of battle. When the time comes
to take the enemy by the throat, the months of hard work will be

réewarded .

The tlme is coming. It may have come before these lines are
read, , or 1t may be deferred still longer but sooner or later the
Canadlan troops will find thelr battlefield. Perhaps 1t will be in
the same lovely English countryside where they have spent this
time of preparation; for it (s always possible, at least, that
the enemy will yet pluck up courage to attempt the invaslon of which
he has long talked so loudly. Perhaps it will be on the contineht
of Burope = possibly on those same flelds of Prance and Flanders
where the Cld Corps éntharad its laurels. Perhaps, on the other
hend, it will be found in some corner of the world of which at the
moment we nave no inkling; for wise men are chary of predicting
the future courss of this astrug.le. 2ut whenevér and wherever
the test may come, the Canudlens will meet it with satisfactlion,

pride and confidence; satisfaction in the opportunity of giving

active service at last to the good cause to which they have devoted




o2.

thoemselves of thelr own free will; pride at belng In this orisils

the representatives of thoir countiry and the inheritors of the

traditions of the 014 Canad.s: Corps; and confldence unbounded

in their tralning, their comnanders, and themselvea.

—-—1.---m—---.----—ﬁ—------------u-ﬂ—-—-q
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APP.NDIX mB»

HOTES T0 /NTICLE "THL WL CENADI N COnPSM

(1) The (uotstions zre frou tuo articles «ritten by Lt.-Cen.
X¥eNasughtony the first 10 irom "The Cipture of Vulonciennas”
(1833), the secund from "Mhe Developuent of frtillery in
the Creat Yar" (1528), loth huve litcly been - ;:intcd in
4 pamplilet (RePe, Tete) cuntuining five of Gencr:l
MeR.ughtonts Lupers, -

(%) cee Appendix vCT,

;) The tuo interprsters core Privites A, JOWHNSOR (or JOHANSOW)
. and G, HAKSER (or HANSON) of the SASKATOON LIGHT I1KF wIRY,
sho were ttached Lo the lst bBn KING'S OWN YOrXCHIRE L1 HT
INFANTRY (the uuit +ith shich the Sel.Ie is .llied). 4
tronsceript of thelr tostiuony is in Appendix XCI of "GY
ar Diury of 1 Cdn Div for May, 18940, Gee also Appendix
LXII « 8 ol samce alary for Appil. Thelir names o8 glven in
these docusents arc obwviously nct relliable,

(4) ‘1he warning codaword "JULLUS" 8 rec-ived on 10 Muyt see
"G" Diary of 1 Cdn Div, On the "JULIUS CAEGAKR" or J.Cs
plan for biu fence of Britain, sce Appendix I ol same
diary for Muy, 1840,

(8) Very complete docunentution for the events of Nay, 1940, is
found in the "G" Diary of 1 vaan Dive This disry, during
the period «hen Guneral lcehoughton communded the formation,
must be onc of the most complete ¢ver complled, nd is an
historical source of vary great vilue, A very complate

cecount iz -ppoended of the Gensrel's reconn.iss.nce to
CALAL. «nd DUSKIRKZ sve Appenuix LXV, Geherazl Nedl.u hton

xpluined to me during our iunterviewx at UP LTHAN on 27

Peb 41, that the pos ibility of later inouiries into the




events then in progress led him znd Colonel (now Brigeaier)

TURNER, who secompsnied him on this trip, to take very full notes

at the time, He remarked that it would probably be ten yeers before
the {ull story could be told., He mentioned that he arrived at
DUNKIRK with two sets of orders in his pocket: one .uthori:cing him

to take command there, the other instructing him to return to ing-

land und report, He found almost no British troops in the town, and
got the impre.sion that the French would hove bean only too glad to
shift the responsibllity on to his shoulders and leave him in the
lurch, had he produced the former orders,

(6))0n 22 May most of the lst Cdn Div moved to the NURTHAMPTON zrea

(7) On the Czuzdians! purt iu.thu Frencn events of June, 1940, see
Appendix "D",

(8) The lst Canadisn Infantry Brigade Group got to France, The lst

Field Regt., H.CeA., grouped :ith the brig.de for this operation,
also crossed the Channel, «:nd its road party was in France for five
days. The infantry regiments involved .ere THE ROYAL CARAULIAN
REGIMENT, THE 48TH HICHLANDERES OF CALADA, and THE HASTINGS AND
PRINCE =DWARD REGIMENT,

(9) See Appendices to "G" diary, 1 Cdn Div,, for June, 1940, for detzils,
Account ef circumstances leading to order to withdraw is from Appen-
dix LXV - D: Maj;~-Gen, CRERAR to C.G. s, 15 Jun,

(10) The 48TH HIGHLAND.RS,

(11) (uoted from diary of 1 Cdn Inf Bde,, June 1940, The .uotation on

Pe 11 (RA very flatt fecling...") is from the same diary for May.
(12) Genersl McN:zughton =as at PLYUOUTH, He told me on 27 Feb 41 that

he had a plane in re:diness to take him zcross the Channel, had
there been aunything useful that ho could do in France towards ex-
tricating the Cansdian units; but the first relisble information

that he reccived of the wheresbouts of any of them told of their

| re-cmbarkation for England,




(17)

(18)

(19)
(20)

(=1)

| @

Dlary of 1 Cin It BEde,, June 1940,

Ctatoment .ddressed to U Jor Ytucey by C cuslty Seetion,
;:c::c‘i;:“.:-ifica, Leielle oy 6 Fub 4l h--l'-‘u‘ Ly SXan —

un 23 June the Conasdian Foree Degen to move to the OXFORD alaa g
its Hole was fixed at SHOLGVER M UGS, WIBATLEY,

On £ July the Cunudian Furee moved u. the GUILLFORD - . TahHAN
spea, ‘here 1 Can Div still remeins (Morch 1941), I .m told
thil these fre uent moves led the Foroe to be lubelled
"MeNaughton's Traveiling Circus”,

As noted in my Report No, 10, 7 Corps included 1 Ars urcd Div
and 1 Army Tink Bde, is well 28 o New Ze:lind Liv,

Gse "G" Diary, 7 Corps, Septe, 1940, On 7 wept at 1000 hrs the
Corps received the codevord "Choul LL", "indicating troops
~hould tike battle positions u«s 1f inv sion were lumminonth,
The Tollowing tiny the Corps wsas pliced on 4 hours' actics,

antd so romsined uactil both "CiOk. SLL" und the 4 houra! notice

were cancaelled soparotely on 19 wepte Un Lie23 Sept. the _Cc_arps '

“hs Ggalp om 4 hours! notices On terminstion of this, see
sawe dlary, Lppeniix CAXI, Generol hueport Caumiiitry to De-
fonsor, :

In & brosdcast: sece Ramdolph S.Churchill (cowps), Into Bittles
spiacehes by the Ri:he Hon, Jinston &, Ciurchdll, PeCoy lioPs

(London, 19<1), pe. 278,

Sve the 1ist of .ctivities included in "Constitution of Cinsdian
Corps: Note for Celielie o war Diupy® ((roepared by Brig. POPE),
<0 Dee 40,

The by-puss is at nElDEILL; the unit concepned was No, 2 Road
Constructlion Company, i.Cely Hoe my fegort Bo, 11, The
narrative hure given is based on the units diary, sug,-Nov,
1540, It began work on the LLiTHENHEAB By-pass on 6 Nove

1 notc from recont cables that deliveries of Coinadian-made uni-
Vorsual carriers were to begin "almost imwcedi tely" (18 Feb

41) and that dellveries of field guns at rate of 68 guns

“id curriiges per week arc .xpeetad to wgha In prid (23

Feb ‘}l)-

>

—




)
Q

it PROJLECT | SPLOYTING WADLIAN THOGPE IR

1. Tav proposal for using Cansiisn troops was first made, it

pp urs, on 16 April, 1940, The r fice xpl .ined that  hat

5 necded 8 vight . rties of bout 100 men e:ch tc "necutrali.e"
the forts a4t th atrance to TROLDHEIR Fjlord by ¢t king thea in the
Perr «C the proper n‘.r:ment, S0 us o permlt the passuge of tiie main
forece (.hich wss spparently to comsist of two battslions of the
GUARDE) for the attack on TROKDHLIN werodrome, Ocnerzl McK ughton
finally orgsnized . force totullin bout 1300 men, fanclucing in
ddition to the PeP.C.lsI. ane¢ the IMINTON 6Te (.vlocted becruse
thes re mest advoaneed in trolaning, analod I rtion of Geen-
dinuviins in tuelr r..;'::;)), deT L1ls O AeCeley nelaliey #eCaCoie,

nd HeCaliekeley and sslected perccnuul of the cduinistr o tive ser-
vicess The forcs wes commsnded by Colonel (now Mxjor-Ounsral)

ove WANUOK, UesleVey an officer -ith Jtuff C.llege t sining in com=-
bined operstions,
e The forece was very rapldly orgsniied asnd sent Torwerd for em-
barkation, but tue propused comulned cper.tion wus called off on
the Iternoon of 19 April, The C.pnodgian d tuchment rem-ined for

i 1..‘ resalrw LY L LU J bR } ] PR - U {:!: T Al Wi | -'1‘ ;'y

s Thor 8 conaiderible eabling betiven Canudlitry :nd Defensor
over this eplisode, and the sutiorities ot 0171 . compluined thut

o usae of Cunadion troops ia Nor.oy hic been ctioned .ithout
consult.tic ith then,
29 JdNGx nd mony otacr Loets rel ting o tne projeet cre to bae

ITound in "G:' &1 'Y l Can i-.:.v. ,.I‘.'.l liﬂl'-\d. w2 CH el _ly Ipcll-
? 2 -

&.Qi\.'.-.b v'...i;"l" .;f:.-';'t ‘:.I’ ";LII - r'_" ._u..lI.




Report No. ¥ -
APPLNDIX nDn» el

CANADIAN THUOPU IN Til. CAMPAIGN IN FRANCE,
JUKQ:. 19‘10 )

1. un 5 June 1940 the l1lst Cdn Inf e Group (then in the NOATH-
AEPTON _rea eith the rest of the CANADIAN FOKCE) was . .raned for a
move buock to ALD SSHOT on 6 June; the rem inder of 1 Cdn Div was
to foilo: on 7 June, These movonents were the result of the con-
templated move to France, «hich hwd prosum bly been determined upon
in view of the newx Germun offuinisive vhich had Just opuned there,
The troops of 1 Cdn Div began to leave ALD HUHOT for the co:ist on
tiie night of l1ll-lZ June, On 7 Junec it had been (-clded thut the
Pivision ould go te Franee in four convoys, suiling on 11, 1., 15
nd 17 June; the bulince of the non-division:al troops would folilow
in .nother convoy on 18 June, The Conzdisns were to form part of
. Corps being crested under the commond of Lt.-Gen, BAOOKE, the
othier Clivisions beling the blst, clre.dy In Frinece, :nd the 5.nd,
"o an route® (7 June),

Se Certuin advanced units, iancluding the road party of 1 Field
Hegts, landed at BroT on 1o June; while the muln body of 1 Cdn
Inf Bde Group, =8 noted in Appendix "\" zbove, disembarked a2t the
sume purt on lé Junaey the duy on vhich it ous declded to "put the
povencnt in roverse", The infoatry units sere re-amibarked at

and sailed sailed from
o MALO and DRI IAun 16 June, the Flela Gegt. xh BRLST on 17 June,
A A

T
wa

This lutter unit received the order to withdr vhdle in billets

L P.RCE, 6 ml, He~-¥e of U/ABLE, The infontry got ths nevs shile
still cntraineds the H.CTINGS A D PRINCE EDWARD REOINANT at LAVAL,
the 48TH HIGULANDLGE at <ABLE, while the JCELL CANADIAN ReGINUNT
notes, "The wetusl point rouched is doubtiful but it is believed to
have been CHATEAU SRLANT®,
e General HelNou hton himselfl, .s noted, never got beyond PLYs
MOUTH,  (See above, Apponcix "u", note 1:)e He hac been informed
that his Division cauld b conewatri.ted In the c ose viclnity of
B0l boefore moving up-countrys nd thoe first intinotion hie recelived

tiaet this plan Wt been chunged wus on 1« June nt . 0G0 hrs, chen he

heard rom Generul Crerar thit the concentrition ureu was in the




region of LE MANS, (Cee "O" dicry, 1 Cdn Dive, June, 1840, Appen-
dix LXIX -« Cs) It oppears .lso that the Consdisn $r nsport uss
thromn Torvard tou.rds that r glon, by ordoers of the Movonont Con-
trol cuthorities ot BUEOT, in such o wenner that swall grougs of
vehlelss Ceroc scalfared (11l long the linesd of commualic.tion,

4 The duptruction of the Cubcul.on Cr wsport belfore re-ciberkation
sas . cource of great cissutdsfuction to the Comnudan troops -nd
their cuanncnder, Genaral MeNiugihton confirmed to me on &7 Feb 41
his opinion that many more velileles could have been seved, 1 Fiegld
Regt, only suved 1%8 guns with great (ifriculty. The narrative of
tihis: unit?s operations sttuchod to its disry for June 1840 notes
under 17 June: "At 1l1l00uhrs Lisut, Col, Aoberts vent to Carrison
Helie [.-;'..-..FLT] and rought hérd for ne rly %wo bours to suve the guns,"
Finally he wos told to load us much o3 p u;iﬁla by 1600 hrs - by
shich time "not only rere the ;4 5ﬁns louded [I believe the total
cugnt To be «J, & one had been doncged in rosd-iceldent und
turncd in to Jru_z;.uca] s But slso 1l Bofors with 7 preddctors, &
Bron Carrders und several heavy tuchnicil trucks from the He .F.

nd cignels," Severnl officers have teld me of seeing valusble masg-
:rd.i destroyed under orders shen it couid huve been cmberked vith
little uiffieculty, Lte~Coles (then Kujor) '.iel. (HOLIN, . 4Ce, now
AedeheGey ColieHe'ie; DU list suniier serving s G.0.0s £ (Lisd=on)

18 General NeNusughtonts He oy 15 detailed by the Genersl to ¢ llect
reports on the alfalir in cuse of an encuirys, (= tells me that the -
only reoson that Lte~Col, 408090 did get pormlssion to embark his
gunas 5 that i, British movenent coatrol officer on the sSpot wus
an GX=calal Of ieleCy, KIGLTON, He Solls mE furthar that in some

e .se8 French officlals or civilians tried to provant the dustrvetion
oL vehilcies Uy our Lroopss

Je General LeHuuguton mede no partlcular soecret of Lis Jissutise
feetion ith the munner in hich hils troops .ere truated on this
cecusions On Ll Jume Gunernl DILL «rote €c him .bout the «uis e,
wnying, "Bven you cnd the Coodion Division could mot have s:ved the

situstion”, In his reply (=9 June) Gouursl Leli ughton roferred to

o
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the change in the coneonitration (rea cnd Lhe Lloss of trunsport,

(See "G" diary, 1 Cdn Div,, June, 1940, Appendix CXLV,) At a
divisionsl conference on 50 June, Gener:l keN-.ughton mentioned his
diss tisf ction with the luate cvents, but ~duied that this in.i ent
&.8 NOs overi the new t.sk s.s resistunce to =n invasion "which mey
be  ttowptod within She nuxt fe: duys"; cnd with =« view to this
function the Cunacien Force wis now in GJH. o Reserve, "z hord-iitting
mobile lorce reudy to roeced North, Scuth, L st or est.,”

Ce It may Le note€ that the parts of 1 Cdn Div ~hich setully got
to fronce vere the sume that had been lod to sxpeet sction in the
proceding uonth, On 24 Hay, 1840, 1l Cdn Inf Mde v.s actuszlly on
bosrd ship at DOVER, but =43 ordered to di:zombark, It received :n-
othir move order on 26 oy, Lut thi: & countereanded wWI'ter fow
hourse, The progosals for seticn in Moy re thr in number, wnd the

story 1is complicated onee Th: lust ®evivul of the 1dca or sonding

Czpudlivn troops in through DUNEIRK «-3 on 27 May, -nd wus evidently -
th: cunsgeuencd of an sppeal from Gurwral Lord GORT, By this time .
Guioral MeNaughton had decided that the 1dea wus fooldish, and hed
rosclved, 1f ordered to undertuks th seratiocn, to sen 5 fewn
troops as possible %o make this "rather the.trical s.erifice", 48 he

CJ‘-l o | it. {l-"—“.‘ "U” "l'i r:(', l L L'.;.V., L‘..'."-’ i_L"Jllr)’ !L’Q_"-Ci -Lly .-_'.)_I -

dices LXV znd LXXXI,)
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Journtsl, Brige Turner nd I huve mo.le f notes in

v lices e muy )l halp to you,
Ly only ecupmment 1 alad 1% tc hove
th Lt r ol Limes m) n M QE ntioned, cunsider-

Both brig, Turner .nd I consicer th.t you have
it together Vury rounrksbl ceount ol our doings in

1l Cdn Div, Cdn Force, 7 Corps znd Cdn Corps snd on this

I offer my vory best congriatul.tions,

iNCcr'ely Vours
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Addendum to feport No, 2,
dated 7 Jan 41,
10 Mar 41

ork of the Public Relations Officer,
C..".i.H.- -

The Director,
Historical Beection,
General =5t :ff’

tional Delence Headquarters,
Ottawa, CANADA,
e ine following should be . ppended to my Report Wo. Zg with
rofereace to paras, b und 6,
Le Cuptein ABEL at first _erformed the duties of Public Helat-
ions uviTicer as o eivilian, ‘0 16 Har 40, however, A.G. Cable
456 authorized his appointment a:s Lieutenant «~ith scting rank of
C “t.i.j.n’ '\;oﬁ.uolro, witly ths Er ulng of Staflfl U‘)tsln anlls -
ployed as Publie Relations UOfficer, His military rank was dated
from the day of his original sppointment (25 Jan 40). (See
Supplesent to Cinadlan ictive [orvice Forece (Overseas) Routine

JI‘..L:'PB’ NO. 60’ lU -"pl‘il 40.)

Ca5.

(C.:J.t trictﬁy) Héjor,
Historical Officer, C....i. .






