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1. This is a preliminary regort on the operations of
First Canadian Army from 1 Oct to Nov 44 to clear the Scheldt

Estuary and open the port of Antwerp, It continues the sequenc:
of Reports Nos. 131 and 146, and is similar to them in purpose
and scope; that is to say, it is intended only for immediate
reference purposes and as a foundation for more detailed treat-
ment at a later date.

2, The principal sources include copies of correspondence
between C,-in-C,, 21 Army Group and G.0.C,-in-C,, First Cdn
Army, Lt-General Crerar's despatches to the Minister of National
Defence and memoranda received from officers of No, 2 Canadian
Field Historical Section., Little use has been made of war
diaries, with the exception of that kept by the Army Commander.

THE PORT OF ANTWERP AND THE PROBLEM OF SUPPLY

3 As has been seen (Report No. 146), it had already

been appreciated that the freeing of the port of Antwerp must
provide a solution to the problem of supply which threatened

to retard the entire offensive in the northern sector of the
western front. Clearing the estuary was indispensable for the
later offensives across the Fhine and into north-western Germany.

4. The situation has thus been described by Lt-General
Crerar:

On the same day on which Le Havre fell, and other
troops of First Canadian Army occupied Bruges, news
was received that the Second British Army had entered
Holland south of Eindhoven, and that the First U.S,
Army had crossed the German frontier in two places,
Yet these advances served to emphasize the serious
nature of the problem of maintenance, troublesome
alike to all the Allied forees in France, It had
been deemed necessary by the 21st Army Group to hand
over the port of Le Havre to the Americans, while
looking to the north and the future development of
Antwerp to meet the necessities of the British and
Canadian Armies, ileanwhile, First Canadian Army,
continued to be based on Bayeux in Lower Normandy,
supplemented by the nearer and rapidly developing
facilities of Dieppe.

(Hist Sec file AEF 45/First Cdn Army/C/E: Lt-Gen
Crerar's Despateh to Minister of Netional Defence,
6 _Nov 44),




"The advance", Lt-General Crerar continues, "had been so rapid,
however, that the line of supply to the front from Dieppe itself
was already so long as to constitute a very serious administra=-
tive problem." (Ibid.).

5. While the operations to capture the Channel ports
were proceeding, plans were being made for the next phase in
which First Cdn Army would be committed to the task of opening
the gateway to the large and still workable port of Antwerp.

A message from the C,-in-C., 21 Army Group on 12 Sep indicates
both the urgency and the nature of Lt-General Crerar's respon-
sibility.

The early opening of the port of Antwerp is daily
becoming of increasing importance and this cannot
repeat cannot take place until Walcheren has been
captured and the mouth of the river opened for navi-
gation, Before you can do this you will obviously
have to remove all enemy from the mainland in that
part where they are holding up north-east of Bruges,

(G.0.C.-in-C, file 1-0: Message M195, C.-in-C.,
21 Army Gp, to G,0.C.-in~C., First Cdn Army, 12 Sep 44).

The suggested weight of air support is indicative of the strength
of the permanent fortifications which the Germans have prepared
to protect the entrance to the river. "I have ordered", the
C.-in-C. informed the Army Commander, "that bombing to éestroy
the forts on Walcheren Island is to begin at once, On the day
concerned we can lay on for you the whole weight of the heavy
bomber effort from England, both Bomber Command and Eighth Air
Force.," (Ibid., Letter, Montgomery to Crerar, 13 Sep 44).

6. Subsequent developments are thus explained by
Lt-General Crerar: :

On 13 Sep I had been asked by the C-in-C whether,

in view of the urgency of this requirement, I con-
sidered it advisable to give up the projec%ed'Oper-
ations against Calais and Dunkerque in order to
accelerate the clearance of the estuary. This problem
was examined at a joint staff conference held at my
headquarters on 14 Sep, when it appeared, from the
naval point of view, that while there was no immediate
necessity to capture Dunkerque, providing it could be
closely invested, the operations against Calais could
not be entirely abandoned because the heavy guns in
the area prevented full use being made of the harbour
at Boulogne. On 19 Sep, as the result of detailed
study, my Plans Section produced an appreciation and
outline plan of operations to serve as a basis for
further discussion. 0On the same day an inter-service
planning conference was convened at my headquarters

to decide the policy with regard to the selection and
priority of targets for air attacks prior to the
opening of the main operation against the island of
Walcheren and South Bewveland. On 21 Sep I conferred
with the C-in-C, Allied Naval Expeditionary Force,

and the Chief of Staff, 21st Army Group, on the problems
involved in mounting combined operstions across the
West Scheldt,



On 23 Sep I held a full conference attended by rep-
resentatives of the Royal Navy, the 21st Army Group,
the First Allied Airborne Army, the R.A.F., the Com-
mander, 2 Cdn Corps, and his Chief of Staff, together
with my staff and heads of services, On that occasion
the basic plan was approved by which the 2nd Cdn Corps,
after concluding its immediste task at Calais, would
concentrate on the operations to open the Scheldt.

(Lt=Gen Crerar's Despatch, 8 Nov 44),

7. The basic requirements which I have decided upon,
and which are quite necessary to securec before Army
operations against Walcheren and Beveland Islands
can be undertaken are to clear the enemy from the
left bank of the West Scheldt and to advance
the right of Cdn Corps to the general line Rocsendaal -
Bergen Op Zoom. 1 Brit Corps, oa right of 2 Cdn
Corps, will advance in conjunction with 2 Cdn Corps,
protecting its right flank and linking up on its
own right with 12 Corps, and left of Brit Army.

Having secured the left bank of West Scheldt, and
sealed off the isthmus connecting Zuid Beveland with
the mainland to the East, then.the difficult assault
and capture of Zuid Beveland and Walchcren will be
successively carried out,.

(W.D.y G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn Army, Sep 44: Appx 9,
Notes for Conference on Operation "Infatuate'", 22 Sep).

4

After informing the meeting that the paratroops would not be
available, the Army Commander went on to say that the following
tentative plans were under consideration by Lt-General Simonds:

A direct lend assault up the isthmus connecting
Zuid Beveland with the mainland,

A waterborne landing, launched from East of Tefneu-
zen, directed on Beveland, in the Hoedekenskerke
area,

These operations tc take place concurrently, or
successively and, finally,

After the capture of Beveland, a seaborne combined
operation, involving, from this Aruy, 4 SS Bde
launched against the SW coast of Walcheren Island -
in conjunction with an attack launched from Zuid

Beveland.
(Ibid.).
8. - When the essential preliminaries had been completed,

Lt-General Crerar on 27 Sep was compelled by ill-health %o
return for treatment to the United Kingdom, having nominated
Lt-General Simonds as Acting Army Commander, and Maj-General
C. Foulkes as Acting G.0.C.y 2 Cdn Corps. (Lt-Gen Crerar's
Despatch, 8 Nov 44),




9. By this time the disasters overtaking the German
armies on all sides, together with the enemy's shrinking power
in the air and on'the sea, made it appear that resistance
might conceivably collapse before the end of the year. On the
eastern front, the Russians had captured the whole of Estoniaj
they were fighting in the outskirts of Warsaw and had reached
the Czech frontier; in the Balkans, Bulgaria had been over-
whelmed and, together with Finland, followed the Roumanian
example and declared weér on its former German Ally, In Italy,
the Gothic Line had been broken and the Allies stocd at the
entrance tc the Po Valley. In the west, the liberation of
France was nearly complete. American armour was across the
Moselle, and French and American troops were closing in on
Belfort, The Siegfried Line had been breached ncar Aachen
and, for the first time, there was fighting on German soil,

J10. Developments in the west had combined to intensify
the need for a port. 21 APpy Group was now stretched across
a wide, crescent-shaped frent extending from the Nijmegen
salient to Calais, On the right flank, the long corridor
driven towards Arnhem by Seccnd British Army had been retained
and expanded in the facc of savage counter-attacks. On the
left the Canadian Army occupied the seetor which included
Calais and followed roughly the Leopold and Antwerp-Turnhout
Canals as far east as the Dutch-Belgian frontier north of
Turnhout.

11, On this broad front 1 Brit Corps held the eastern
sector and 2 Cdn Corps the western. Within 2 Cdn Corps (which
included 4 S.S. Bde and 2 Cdn Armd Bde), 4 Cdn Armd Div held
the line of the Leopold Canal, and the arca between Terneuzen
and the Scheldt, while 3 Cdn Inf Div was regrouping after the
c¢apture of Calais, In order to allow Lt-General Simonds to
give his undivided attention to the Scheldt, and also to
protect the left flank of Second British Army, Lt-General
Crocker had been given the responsibility for the front east
of the Scheldt with the added strength of 2 Cdn Inf Div and

1 Pol Armd Div from 2 Cdn Corps, In this sector, northeast
of Antwerp, 1 Pol Armd Div had penetrated as far as the Dutech-
Belgian frontier north of Turnhout, 49 Brit Inf Div had estab-

"lished a bridgehead over the Antwerp-Turnhout Canal and 2 Cdn

Inf Div had occupied Brecht. (Ibid.).

125 The outlook was promising. As the Field-Marshal
obsarved on 27 Sep, ",.,..we are very favourably situated in
that we hold main road crossings over the Meuse and the Rhine
on the Eindhoven-Nijmegen axis, and thus have tht ability to
operate south-eastwards between these two rivers. Such a
thrust, in conjunction with a strong advance eastwards on
Koln and Dusseldorf by First U.S, Army on our right, would be
difficult for the enemy to hold.". (G.0.C,-in-C, file 1-0:
Directive M 527, from C.-in-C., 21 Army Cp, 27 Sep 44). But
the qualifications were significant. "These operations will
be begun as early as the maintenance situation will allow. ..
The opening of the port is absolutely essenti-1 before we can
advance deep into Germany." (Ibid.).

13. The Germans were fully aware of the potentialities
of the situation. On 7 Cet General von Zangen, commander of
the German Fiftecnth Army, issued the following:

I order commanders as well as National-Socialist
doctrinal officers to instruet troops in the clear-
est and most factual manner that should the allies



succeed in overrunning the Scheldt fortifications
they would be in a position to land great masses
of material in a lerge and completely protected
harbour, With this material they might deliver a
death blow at northern Germany, a2nd even at Berlin
itself, before the winter.

(The Timesy 1 Nov 44).

By this time the Germans had mede the most of the natural
defences of the estuary. The West Scheldt had been mined and
the coastal fortiflcations at places on Walcheren, like West-
kapelle, and Flushing ond Breskens, on the scuthern shore, had
been strengthened, On that side of the water, the landward
defences were closely integrated with the extensive system

of canals. \

14, The implicoctions for First Cdn Army were thus des-
cribed by Lt-General Simonds: ;

Following my assumption of the acting command on

27 Sep and the fall of Calais three days later, I
{ssued a directive to the Commanders of the 1lst
British and 2nd Canadlan Corps on 2 Oct defining
the objects "and requirements of the operations

on which the Army was then free to conéentrate its
efforts, and outlining the general situation as it
appeared at that time, I explained that it was the-
C~-in-C's intention that the Second British Army '
would project a thrust between the rivers Mcuse

and Rhine on the north-west corner of thc Ruhr at
Krefeld, while the First U.S. Army was developing
an offensive through Aachen on thec south-west
corner of the Ruhr at Cclogne,

In the course of these operations, bridgcheads
across the Rhine might be secured =znd possibilities
opencd for a drive eastwards into central Germany.
These operations had a prior call on administrative
resources. To enable the Second British Army to
regroup and advance south-castwards, it was necessary
for First Canadian Army to clear Lt-Gen Dempsey's
western flank by an advance north-esstwards, In
conjunction with this joint attack on the Ruhr

the whole weight of the strategic air forces was

to be thrown against western and south-western
Germany. HNeverthcless, as already agreed in the
planning stage of Firs% Canadian Army's operations,
Bomber Command was to make an all-out attempt to
cut the dykes and flood the island of Walcherer.
In the necessary regrouping, the 51st (Highland)
Division had passed to the command of the Second
British Army to be employed offensively to assist
in the advance of 1st British Corps,.while the

1st Czechoslovak Brigade Group was coming under

my command to relieve the 51st (Highland) Divisicn
of its responsibility for containing Dunkerque,

the early capture of which continued to be regarded
as of no importance,

I appreciated that the greater the success of the
"British and American armies, the greater would be
the demand for the use of the por:t of Antwerp, and



that concurrently with this, First Canadian Army
might be required to extend its right both northwards
ond eastwards to cover the outer flenk of the Second
British Army ond isolate the German forees in Helland.,
I emphasized the importence of releasing, as soon as
possible, the laorge forces required to clear the
estuary %or operetions further ncrthward.

It was my intention that the 1st British Corps would
carry out the task of clearing the left fl of the
Second British Army by a thrust north-ecastwords from
Turnhout on 's Hertogenboschiy and dircet the 2nd
Canadian Infantry Division tc drive the enemy from
the area tc the north of Antwerp and close the east-
ern end of the isthmus of South Beveland. Operctions
tc cleer the estuery and open the jcrt ¢l Antwerp
were to be carried out by the 2nd Canadian Corps vhich
would direct the 3rd Canadien Infantry Division to
capture the territory still oecupied by the cnemy
south of the est Scheldt. South Beveland would then
be attacked acros:s the water with the 2nd Carcdian
Infantry Division coming along the isthmus af ‘er its
right flank and rcar had been secured by the cperctions
of the 1lst British Corps towards Breda and Rocsendacl.
The task would be ccneluded with the ecapture of Wal.

\ cheren,

(AEF 45/First Cdn Army/C/E: Report by Lt-Gen S mcnds,
22 Nov 44, forwerded by Lt-Gen Crerar as Despatcn to
Minister of National Defence).

The resources of 79 Brit Armd Div, 2 Cdn and 9 Brit A.G.R.As.
were to be available to HMaj-General Foulkes for these operastions.
(W.D.y G.0.C,-in-C., First Cdn Army, Oct 44: Appx "A"),

THE ADVANCE TC WOENSDRECHT

35, ' At the beginning of Oc¢tober, Lt-General Simonds con-
tinues, "the 1lst British Corps was making rapid progress north-
eastward from its bridgehead over the Antwerp-Turnhouvt canal,
The 1st Polish Armoured Divisicn had elements as far as Poppel.
During the next two days it became aprerent thet the enemy was
fighting a delaying acticn, while withdrawing cn his left flank
under pressure of the Poles onto Tilburg and giving way more
gradually before the 2nd Canadian Infantry Division on his right
north of Antwerp." (Lt-Gen Simonds' Report, 22 Nov 44)., With
the C.R.A., Brigadier R.H. Xcefler, as acting ccmrander, the
divisiocn had its left flank carried into Herxem by 4 Cdn Inf
Bde (Brigadier F.N., Cabeldu) on 1 Octj in the centre, 6 Cdn Inf
Bde (Brigadier J.G. Gauvreau) held the northern bank of the canalj
and on the right 5 Cdn Inf Bde (Erigadier W.J. Megill) wes con-
solidating in Brecht. C(n the right flank 49 (West Riding)
Division had taken over St Leonard.

16. At first the enemy offered conly spasmcdic resistance
here with elements of tweo divisions. 1In the environs of Brecht
contact had been made with 2 depleted 346 Inf Div, its fighting
strength estimtted as being equivalent te threc battalions of
infentry. Wést of Antwerp a2 new formation, 70 Inf Div, appeared
in the line, being fairly well up in numbers, although both the



physical condition and the morale of the troops were reported
as low, (AEF/2 Cdn Corps/L/F: 2 Cdn Corps Int Summary No.
63, 5 Oct 44, Appx "B"), Prisoncrs capturcd on 4 Oct, after
a disheartening series of retreats; had a pessimistic view of
the future., Contrasting the previcus headlong flight cf the
German Fifteenth Army with the present effort to defend Wal-
cheren, they gloomily quoted an epigram attributed to one of
their battalion commanders: "You can't turn a hare into a
porcupine," (AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/L/F: Interrogation Report on
PW of 1018 GR, 4 Oct 44).

17. On 4 Oct, the division being committed to continue
the advance through lerxem to Bergen Op Zoom and maintain a
protective screen covering the approaches to Antwerp westwards
from Brecht (AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/I: Op Instr No,1,4 Oct 44),
4 Cdn Inf Bde penetrated as far north as Putte and 6 Cdn Inf
Bde captured the important junction of Cappellen. On the
following day, the area of the Antwerp docks was reporied clear
of enemy. The momentum of the advanece was maintained &nd on

7 Oct, 5 Cdn Inf Bde moved norii through 4 CAn Iuf Bde, then
concentrated between Ossendreent and Santvliet, for an attack
on Korteven, the capture of ~vhich would sever the cammection
between the highway from South Beveland and the mei.: road bet-
ween Antwerp and Bergen Op Zoom. Thus faced with tis imminent
isolation of his forces on Walcheren, the enemy offe’ed deter-
mined resistance with troops of 6 Para Regt in the v. cinity of
Woensdrecht.

18, The first phase over, 2 Cdn Inf Div, together with

a regiment of 2 Cdn Armd Bde, reverted to Lt-General Simcuds.
At the same time .(7 Oct), 7 Brit Armd Div and 51 (H) D'v

came under command of Lt-General Crocker wiose respons:hilities
were extended north-eastwards to the River Maas, (W.D.,
G.0.C,-in-C,, First Cdn Army, Oct 44: Letter, Simonds ©
Crocker and Foulkes, 12 Oct).

THE CLOSING OF THE ISTHMUS

19. The second and more intensive phase did not end until
22 Oet, Attacks launched from Hoogerheide by 5 Cdn Inf Bd~s on
8-9 Oct with the objeet of blocking the isthmus failed to
overcome more determined opposition reinforced by armour. A
subsequent attempt on 13 Oct, supported by flame-throwers
mounted on Bren carriers and known as Wasps, was intended tc
dislodge the paratroops who had dug themselves in behind the
railway embankment and the dyke west of Woensdrecht. But the
natural strength of the positions, the water-lcgged fields,

the quality of the defenders and cur own difficulties of rein-
forcement again held up the advance. 5 Cdn Inf Bde suffered
heavy casualties, one battalion losing all its company command-
ers in a single day. (AEF/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: The Action

at Woensdrecht, 8-14 Oct 44, account by Lt W.J. Shea, I1.0,,
R.H.C., 1D Oct 44), 1t was not until Effer 4 Cdn Inf Bde had
broken the enemy's grip on Woensdrecht during the night 15/16
Oct that the situation began to improve. (AEF/4 Cdn Inf Bde/

C/D: Cagture of Woensdrecht, accounts by Cfficers of R.H,L.I.,

22 Oct . The time had come, moreover, to afford relie
to the pressure on the division’s right flank.



20, Conferring with his two Army Commanders on 16 Oct
Field-Mershol Montgomery ordercd Lt-Gencral Simonds to "deveiop
a thrust on the right of 2 Cdn Inf Div to release it for offen-
sive operations to the West of Zuid Beveland", (G.0.C.,-in-C,
file 1-0: Minutes of C.-in-C.'s Confcrence, 16 Oct 44).
Similerly, Lt-General Dermpsey was instructed to attack westwards,
along the 's Hertogenbosch-Brede axis in order "to threaten and
cut off the enemy" in front of Lt-General Simonds, (Ibid.).

8 = Cn the same day 1 Lrit Corps was glven the responsib-
ility of clearing the north-esstern flank of 2 Cdn Corps and
the area north-east of Antwerp. (¥/.D.y G.0.C.,-in-C., First Cdn
Army, Oct 44: ILetter, Simonds tc Crocker and Foulkes, 16 COct).
liennwhiley, 4 Cdn Armd Div, under liaj-General H.W,. Fos%er, after
assisting 3 Cdn Inf Div in the vielnity of the Leopold Canal,
had been moving to a concentration arca north-esst of Antwerp,
and now came under the commend of 1 Brit Corps (17 Oct) for
Operation "Suitcase".

22, This was aimed at Esschen, a hamlet on the Dutch
frontier, about seven miles north-east of Korteven. The place
was to be captured in two phases by a thrust over' the Roosen-
daal Canaly north of Calmpthout, with 4 Cdn Armd Ece Gp, under
Brigadier R.W, Moncel, and 10 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, under Brigadier
J.C. Jefferson, (AEF/4 Cdn Armd Div/C/I: Op Instr No. 11,

17 Cect 44), To assist in widening the wedge driven intc the
enemy on 2 Cdn Inf Div's flenk, another attack was to be made
by 49 (W.R.) Inf Div on the right to secure Wucstwezel, 2 Cdn
Armd Bde (less one regiment) being under commend,

23. Both operations began on 20 UGet, and went fevourably.
By noon on the following day, 1 Brit Corps had reached a line '
inecluding Wuecstwezel and Ach%erbroek. £fter herd fighting in
the wooded area north-east of Cemp de Brasschact, 4 Cdn Armd
Div made a rapid advance, and in the early hours of 22 Oct
elements of 10 Cdn Inf Bde Gp entered the outskirts of Esschen
which fell during the day. 1Its flank being now secure, 2 Cdn
In{ Div could prepsre for the advance into South Beveland, the
exit from which was blocked on 23 Cet with 5 Cdn Inf Bde in
control of the rosd =nd railway. (Perscnal Diary, !laj W.E.C.

Harrison, 23 Oct).

THE CLEARING OF THE SOUTH SEORE

24, If the enemy had fought hard to defend the isthmus,

he had held on with cven greater tenacity to the defensible
south shore of the estuary behind the Leopold and Ghent-Ter-
neuzen Canals. The task of forecing the Germans to evacuate

the dykes and strongpoints across the s-turested ficlds northwerd
to the coast opposite.Flushing (Operaticn "Switchbasck") had been
assigned to 3 Cdn Inf Div, under the command cof Maj-General

D.C., Spry. The transition from siege werfere in the Pes de
Calais to operations over the polder counitry of Zealand Flanders
was rapidy and by 4 Cet a detailed plan had been produced,
(AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: Opercticn "Switchback", lemo o, 43
AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/1: Cp Crder No, 9, 4 Gct 44). 1In support
the division had 30 Brit Armd Bde, 2 regiment of 2 Cdn .rmd

Bde, 2 Cdn A.G.R.,A., 9 Brit A.G.R.A, and, for the time leing,
the artillery of 4 Cdn Armd Div, As for the enemy, the florce

to be sacrificed for a last stand.to hold open the route between
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Breskens and Flushing was comprised largely of 64 Div which
contained a high proportion of men on leave from unite fighting
on the Russian front who had been drawn on to help form the
division as an emergency measure. (AEF/21 Army Gp/C/F
Clearing of the Scheldt Estuary, Cct=Nov 44). The fighting
quality of these troops soon became apparent.

25, The assault across the Leopold Canal by 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, under Brigadier J.G. Spragge, opened on 6 Oct with a
terrifying flame-throwing attack by twenty-seven Wasps, ¢

short distance east of the junction with the Canal de Derivaticn
de la Lys. It was hardly surprising that Maj-General Eberding,
G.0.C, 64 Inf Div, admitted after his capture that "his men
fecared our fleme-throwers more than any other weapons at or
disposal", (AEF/3 .Cdn Inf Div/1L/F: Conversation, G,0.C, = Cdn
Inf Div with G.0.C, 64 German Inf Div, 1 Nov 44). Nevertheless.
the enemy recovered quickly and offered such strenuous resis-
tance that for nearly a week 7 Cdn Inf Bde was unable to do
more than retain a very precarious held on its narrow bridge-
head., "Against this focthold the enemy directed innumerable
counter-attacks, constantly introducing fresh sub-units,
Mortar, small-arms and machine-gun fire from the front and
flanks was incessant." (Operation "Switchback"). Although
diversionary attacks were made by 4 Cdn Armd Div at the south-
western extremity of 'the Brackman Inlet (1), it was not until
12 Cet that our lodgement was extended sufficiently far west-
ward to enable the canal to be bridged along the main northern
axis through [ aldegem and Aardenburg. On the following day the
diyisional sappers, after labouring continuously under fire,
nad two Bailey briéges across.

26. Meanwhile, on 9 Oct, an amphibious force comprising

9 Cdn Inf Bde Gp under Brigadier J,M. Rockingham, had been
launched from the vicinity of Terneuzen to take the enemy in

the flank at the north-western point of the Braskman Inlet,

For this bold undertaking a hundred amphibians, called Buffaloes,
were used for carrying loads of 4-5 tons or 25 armed men across
"beaches consisting mostly of mud, with layers of sand, and a
hinterland intersected with high dykes and ditches'"., These

craft were provided and driven by 5 Assault Regt, R.E., of

1 Assault Bde, R.E., the occasion being memorsble as "the first
operation in %he European Theatre invcelving the use of Landing
Vehicles Tracked by British formations". (AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/
C/F: )C.O.H.Q. Bulletin Y/43, Amphibians in COperation "Switch-
back").

27 After training with the Buffaloes iwcar Ghent, 9 Cdn
Inf Bde Gp had embarked and moved in them to the northern
extremity of the Ghent-Terneuzen Cznal on 7-8 Get. Damaged
locks at Terneuzen caused delay and it was not until the night
8/9 Oct that the assault group formed up at the mouth of the
canal. The landing on the norta-western shore of the Braakman
Inlet early on the following morning achieved tactical surprise,
the German commander afterwards conceding thaet he had not
anticipated the use of special equipment to achieve this end,
(Conversation with G.C.C. 64 German Inf Div). A spectacular
feature of the operation was the use of smoke to
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(1) The name commonly used at the time, the Savojaerds
Flast, refers not to the inlet itself, but to the
shoal at its mouth.



- 10 =

blind enemy observation from the northern shores of the estuary.

(AEF 4§7First Cdn Army/C/F: Report on Smoke Screens, Sec III,
15 Jul).

28. Nevertheless, the enemy reacted quickly. Sporadic
machine-gun fire opened up, and after daylight guns sited in
the area of Flushing, and inland, began to shell the beaches
~ and the returning Buffaloes. (Amphibians in "Switchback").

Yet the ferrying of troops and supplies went on, amphibious
lorries, called Terrapins, being used to carry stores across
the inlet. With the capture of Hoofdplaat, on the day following
the assault, the success of the venture was assured, "From there
on we had not much opportunity for other than a straight pounding
attack, using lots of guns and biting off 1,000 or 2,000 yards
of very difficult polder land each day. The progress was
maddeningly slow, and the troops, always wet and cold, became
tired and fed up with it, - The contrast with the flag-waving,
bougquet-throwing, cheering dash across France from Normandy
must have been pretty tough for them." (AEF/2 Cdn Corps/K/F:
Personal Diary of Brig N,E, Rodger, C. of S., 2 Cdn Corps,
29 Sep 44), But the effectiveness of the plan soon became
apparent. The growing menace tc the enemy's left flank had the
inevitable result of weakening his desperate resistance along
the Leopold Canal. Our next task was to link up the twe bridge-
heads and capture Breskens, the core of the German defences on
the southern shore of the estuary.

29, The comparative ease with which a feothold had been
gained on the enemy's side of the water as the result of the
amphibious operation led to the decision to exrploit with 8 Cdn
Inf Bde, under Lt-Colonel T.C. Lewis (2) "The divisional

axis was thus turned at right angles, for the main thrust was
now to be made from the east, instead of from the south,"
(Operation "Switchback"). Thoroughly alarmed by these ominous
developments, the enemy stiffened his resistance, and on 11-12
Oct there was very heavy fighting in the vicinity of Biervliet,
the commander of 9 Cdn Inf Bde reporting that it "was the bitter-
est and heaviest his troops had yet experienced"., But by 15 Cct,
8 Cdn Inf Bde succeeded in linking up with 10 Cdn Inf Bde which
had forced its way between the southern tip of the inlet and the
end of the Leopold Canal to capture Watervliet, (Ibid,).

30, The withdrawal of 4 Cdn Armd Div was made possible

by bringing in 52 (Lowland) Division, recently arrived from

the U.K. and trained for mountain warfare, and now to be com-
mitted in the flats of the Scheldt estuary below sea-level.

On 16 Oct, 157 Inf Bde Gp of this division came under the
command o% Maj-General Spry for the purpose of relieving 10 Cdn
Inf Bde along the southern bank of the canal and 7 Cdn Inf Bde
in the original bridgehead. (AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/I: Op Instr
No. 3, Op "Switchback", 16 Oct 44).

31 By 19 Oct, the bridgeheads had been joined at St Kruis
and Moershoofd, and the enemy's extended positions being thus
rendered untenable, it became evident that he had been forced

(2) Lt-Colonel Lewis was killed on 17 Oct, command of
the Brigade devolving successively upon Lt-Colonel
P,C. Klaehn, and Brigadier J.A. Roberts.
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to fall back to a shcrter linc following the main recad south
end west fron Breskens through Schocondljke, Oostburg and Sluls
and nlong the Sluis and” Leopold Canals to the sea, it rcemained
tc reduce the defensive systen narrowly based upon Brzskens and
Fort Frederik Hendrik,

32, The adventagesto follow wwere set farth by Lt-Generel
Simcnds in his directive of 19 Oct.

This gives us the base snd gun deployment arens to
nount the essault cn Walcheren lsland, or a forry
assault ggainst Zuid Beveland.

When we can site medium nnd heevy guns in this aren,
we may be able to destroy, or neutralize, hostilc
batteries on the north shorc of the Estuary end thus
enable the Navy' to stert mine sweeping in the menth
of the Scheldt,

(WeDsy G.6.,C,~in-C,, First Cdn Army, Oct 44: Let er,
Simonds to Foulkes, 19 Oct).

33. Although Maj-General Eberding said later that "he bad
never intended co defend Breskens itself in any great strengih
but rather to deny us the castern aprrceches to the port"
(Conversation with G.C.C., 64 Germen Inf Div) such interesting
intelligence was unknown to us at the tine, and full preparat onc
were made to bring coenfusion to the garrison. The speeciel
assault equipment of 30 Brit Armd Bde wes to be used; but a
disestrous explosion on the eve of the attack seriously reduced
the messure of this assistance. (Opereticn "Switchbock").
Fowerful aid from the R.A.F., however, wcs not lecking vhen the
assault wos begun by 9 Cdn Inf Bde on 21 Oct, "It was a

notecble day for air suprort; heavy bombers attacked Flushing
mecdium bombers launched an attack on the batteries at Cadzend,
and fighter-bombers straffed Fort Frederik Fendrik., Altogether
232 fighter~bomber sorties were flown in support of the division!
(Ibid.). Breskens fell on 22 Oct, Schoohdijke on the fellowing
day. The capture of the fort on 25 Cet removed the last ob=-
stacle to our contrel of thc southern shore and the long coast-
line of Welcheren Island end South Beveland was now exposed to
emphibious attack =scross the estuary. :

34, The breach meade in the enemy's secondery line wes
soon exploited. On 25-26 Octy, 8 Cdn Inf Bde captured Costburg,
the importance of which appears in Maj-General Spry's record
of his interview with Eberding:

I asked Gen Eberding if it hed been his intention
to held CGostburg in strength zs 2 hinge on which
to swing his left flank NW by a series ¢i dclaying
actions until he resched the srez of the concentric
dykes about Cadzand znd "Zuidzande. He replicd that
this was so, and he showed some amuscment that our

- aprreciations had cocincided. Ee said thet wes why
ne had reinforced Costburg but th 't his plan had
becn somewnhat upset by the rapidity with which 7 Cdn
Inf Bde struck westward from Breskens.

By 29 COet, this swift advance had compelled the enemy to
abandon Cedzand and on the secme day Zuidzende fell to 8 Cdn
Inf Bde., At thie point, the progress on the right flenk wos
delaycd by the necesczity of dezling with the coastal defences
ynorth-west of Cadzand.



The occupants had tc be cut off and slowly extricated
- from thelr emplecements end bunkersg Croccdilcs,
which would have beun of valuable assistance, could
not be used over the sendy soil, The prccess of
reducing then consumed several days, during "hich
time 7 Cdn Inf Bde could not wholly Jjein in the
pursuit and final destruction of the nein encmy bedy.

(Cperation "Switchback"),

354 That body, in.the meantinc, had retired behind the
lesser Derivation Cinal. The rcecspite was brief. "The inten=
tion was nov to gain o bridgehesd over the lesser Derivation
Cenal, and, at this propitious mcnent, to bresk into the

Knecke crec with 9 Cdn Inf Bde ond finish the enemy off."
(Ibid.). This consummction was virtuslly achicved cn 1 Nov

wiien cur troops c¢ntered Knecke and captured ilaj-General Eberding,
together with 2,500 of his men., Sluis was alsc tekén, Fighting
continued in the vicinity of Knocke and Heyst until 2 Nov, but by
the following norning, the operation had' been completed, It is
a noteble fact that with the ¢liminotion of the encmy in this
northern corner of the kingdom, Belgium became the first
occupied country te be rid of the Germens.

36, 'he eneny's stubborn effort hed cost him'64 Div and
neerly 13,000 prisoners, yet it cannot be denied that he had
made the most of the hard bargain foreced upon him, . For the port
of Breskens and, morc briefly, thet of Terneuzen, had provided
General Schwalbe, specially appointed for the purpese cerly in
September after the defeet in Normendy, toc cvecuste the rem-
nents of eight shattered divisiuns, and in sixteen deys, accor-
ding to his estimrte, to brinz back to safety on Welcheren sone
65,000 nen, 12 heavy snd over 200 field and medivm guns, 750
venicles and nearly ;1,000 horses. His fear thot by a repid
advence we would cut off the Beveland isthmus was constent,
although in‘such & cese, he had planned to rccept the long
hazard of an evacuation through thc canals of Schouwen and
Overflakkee to Dordreciit and Rotterdam. But by 21 Sep the last
trred columns of the Fifteenth Army hod rinde the forty-Tive
ninutes' crossing to Flushing, ond that part of Schwalbc's task
was done, (AEF 45/First Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket III: Special

interrogction Report, Gen der Inf Eugen-Felix Schwalbe, Cond
344 Inf Div, 719 Inf Div and 88 Corps). But the enemy did not
fall to appreciate the importence of continuing te deny us

cccess to Zealand Flenders and its coast, As Lt-General
olmonds vrote,

.. .From the beginning of this operstion, the figh-
ting hed been bitter. Neither the terrain nor the
weather were favoursble, The low=1lying fields were

2 honeycomb of pclders, often flocdedy affording
scanty cover to attacking troops but enabling the
defbnders to dig in -t the base of the dykes with
ctmparative imrunity from artillery firc. The eneny
throughout had brought down heovy shelling and mort,r
fire upon our restricted lines of advence.

(AEF/First Cdn Army/C/E, Docket I: Repcrt by Lt-Gen
Simonds, 22 Nov 44).

s Our own firc support had not been light, although
in the leater stages it was necessary to divert a2 considerable
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weight of artillery to assist the operation against Walcheren,
"The rate of ammunition expenditure, while enormous, was made
necessary by the vastness of the enterprise., At no time was
the weight of artillery in excess of the demands imposed on
it." (Operation “"Switchback"). A great contribution was made
by the R.C,A.S.C. Supplies were brought to the forward troops
with extreme difficulty. :

Driving conditions were perheps the poorest we have
ever faced. Continued rain, heavy mud, slippery
narrow roads added to which were deeply flooded
ditches, making travel extremely hazardous and
difficult. ' Cn one occasion an NCU i/c sec of vehs
made a recce in a rowboat before continuing ahead.

(AEF/3 Cdn Inf Diw/RCASC/C/F: lWar History:
"Scheldt'", Oct 44).

38. For 3 Cdn Inf Div "Switchback" represented the final
act of the lengthy programme of clearing the infes-
ted Channel coast. 1t was a project in which the
division had played a major part, in the siege and
capture of fortresses to which i%s strength might
at first appear unequal, The achievements of
"Switchback" were not unworthy to rank with those
of Boulogne, Calais, and Cap Gris Nez.

(Cperation "Switchback").

THE CAPTURE OF SOUTH BEVELAND AND
THE ATTACK ACROSS THE CAUSEWVAY - e

39. The contemporanecus achiesvements of 2 Cdn Inf Div in
clearing South Beveland were no less considerable, This operation
nad three phases. First, 4 Cdn Inf Bde was required to invade
along the isthmus and 6 Cdn Inf Bde to secure bridgeheads over
the formidahle Beveland Canal, ("Vitality I"), Secondly, an
amphibious assault was to be made across the Scheldt against the
coast of South Beveland to the west of the canal, with the object
of linking up with the force coming in from the east, ("Vitality
II"), 5 Cdn Inf Bde was tentatively chosen for this undertaking.
Thirdly, the advance was to be carried forward to capture the
causeway leading on to Walcheren.

40, The first phase opened in miserable weather in the
early hours of 24 Oct. The enemy's positions, strongly entren-
ched and well reinforced with concrete strongpoints, were hotly
defended; but under heavy artillery concentrations 4 Cdn Inf

- Bde succeeded in gaining entry to the peninsula, and, to quote
Lt-General Simonds, "notwithstanding the difficulties imposed
by the narrow line of approach along the one main road and the
minor road along the dykes to the south, an advance of two and
a half miles was made", (Report by Lt-Gen Simonds, 22 Nov 44,
para 24). By the end of the second day (25 Oct) the advance
had been carried to positions near the hamlets of Krabbendi jke
and Gawege. (AEF/4 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: Capture of South Beveland,
account by Brig F.N. Cabeldu).. 6 Cdn Inf Bde then passea through
for the assault across the Beveland Canal,

41. There were three possille routes: two through
the locks loecnted at the northern and southern
ends of tnerCanal, and one 1ln the centre, where
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the nain highway to Goes erossed thoe Crnczl,

Both of the lock crossings presented possibilitics
of "jumping" then - that is, obtaining crossings
before the encmy was able to destroy then - but,
in eny event, Brigadier Keefler was not prepared
to miss losing commend of the route along the
nein highwoy in the centre, Ultimately it was
decided tc make s simultaneous advance with fthrec
battalions, onc¢ in thc dircetion of esch of the
sbove crossings. A negnificent eflfort wes riedec
by the men and 211 three battalions reached theilr
allotted pesitions on the Canal by dawn 27 CGet,

(AFF/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/D: Capturc of South Beveland,
account by Trig R.H. Kecfler, 11 Nov 44).

On the night 27/28 Get the assault boats were launched end

in spite of heavy counter-attacks a bridgehead wos c¢stablished
along the maln axis lcading towerds Goes, the picturesque
capitsl of South Beveland, (AEF/6 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: Crossi

of the Beveland Cansl 27/28 Cct 44, account by Lt-Col V, §§0%t,
¢.C.y S. Sask R.,, 22 Nov 44)., Bridging the threc-hundred-fcot
cenal weas carried owt despite heavy and accurste shceclling.
(Keefler, loc. cit.). 4 Cdr inf Bde was immedirtely pushed
through, 6 Cdn Inf Bde assuming responsibility for the dufence
of the lock getes. Had thesc becen blown as the c¢neny hed in-
tendcd then to be, the incoming tide weould have swept up the
canal, pourcd through gaps cut in the dykes, and ilooded the
countryside in the poth of our advance, (AEF/6 Cdn 1nf Bde/C/Ds
CnNturo gf South Beveland, account by lMajcer i,L. Rutherford,

E ov 44.),

42, In the meantine, during the enrly hours cl 26 Oct
Operestion "Vitality II" had becn launched -~cicss the Scheld
against the enenmy's exposed right flrnk with the intention of
gaining 2 foothold e¢n the peninsula betweon Loedeker skerke

end ifolenberg, (AEF/15%6 inf 3dc¢/7,/1, Docket IIi (€): Cp Order
No. 1y 24 Oet 44). A4s 5 Cdn Inf Bde was still committed At the
entrance tc Soith Boeveland, it fell to 156 I=f Bde or 52 (L)
Div to nmake the erossing, together with 1 Assault Bri-sn~de R.E.
cf "th¢ ubiquitous and unique" 79 Armd Div. (3) As tic londing
had to be made in Buffaloes, the experience geined in whe
previous attack across the Brarkman lnlet proved a use’ul
guide, In the words of the naval officer who served as navi-
getor, "the new opersticn, however, was more ambitiocus in that
we had to cross the river insteed of golng along the shore,

and this time wec hed sbout eight miles tc go from Terneuzen

to neesr Hoedekenskerke - instesd of the previocus five". (JIEF/
156 Inf Bde/C/D: Asscoult seross the Scheldt 26 (et, as soeen
by Lt Cdr R,D. Frenks, R,N,). Again specinal equipment wes
employed on a large scelc, "176 LVTs were used for the

initial assault and follew up, 80 under ccurend 5 Assesult
Reginent REy and 96 under cemend 11 11 Tks, In additicn, 25
LCAs were ~vailable and 27 Terrapins were used in the builc-

up and maintenance programme," (21 Army Gp Report). Sricke
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(3) Thus referred to later by Gen Crerar (W.D
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in-C., First Cdn Army, Feb 45: 4Appx 3 (=2 5
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screens were similarly laid to baffle the enemy's observers

cn the shore. (Report cn Smcke Screens, Sec 1V). The incursicn
cf the 'lMountain Bde' over the mud flats was successful, a
strong counter-attack from the north was repulsed and cur lodge-
ment enlarged during the day to include Cudelsnde. "The eneny
indulged in spasmodic rifle and /G fire durins 'iie night and
there was some infiltration, but the bridgel:cad was firmly

in cur hands." (21 Army Gp Report).

43, By 28 Oct, elements cf,157 Inf Bde had alsoc been
ferried over the estuary and rapid progress was made toards
clearing the southern part of the peninsula. As Lt-General
Simonds had anticipated, this waterborne distraction wealkened
the enemy's resistamce to the Canadian advance westwa:d from
the canal. Reconnaissance elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div, together

with 4 Cdn Inf Bde, were thus enabled to push on to me 't 156

Inf Bde north of Hoedekenskerke on 29 Uct, The technicue of
Operation "Switchback" had been rereated with like success.

44, Cn the same day, happily without bombardment, Goes
fell tc 5 Cdn Inf BEde, our troops mecting with an enthusiastic
welcome from the inhabitants. IHeanwhile, the divisional reccn-
naissance swept thrcugh the northern parts of the peninsila,
Discovering Duteh brrges, used to evacuate troops to North
Eeveland, these elements showed considerzble initiative by
imrrovising a crossing end capturing the island, together witl
455 prisoners, (Keefler, loc. cit.; AEF/8 Cdn fiecce Regt/(/D:
Capture of lNorth Beveland (31 Cct - 2 Hov 44), account by laj

C.R.H, Porteous, 0.C., 27 Nov 4#4). On the Canadian left
Tflank, 4 Cdn Tnt Bde, after driving swiftly westwards by ni;ht
on 28/29 Oet and picking up a number of the enemy found sleeping
along the road, passed through Gravenpolder, Wisse and Nieuw-
dorp tc reach %he edge of the channel between the peninsula
and Walcheren on the mornins of 30 Cet., (Cabeldu, leg. cit.).
In the afternoon, 4 Cdn Inf Bde approached the causeway to

the island, only tc be at once pinred down by enemy fire and
to discover that the whole arcz& was mined. Under cover of
darkness, however, the brigade attacked and drove the last of
the enemy back from the eastern end of the causeway. By the
morning (31 Oct) South Beveland was ours,

45, Even at high tide there was not a sufficient depth
of water covering the m ddy flccr of the chaniel te enable

an attack to be made acrossc it in storm-boats; at low tide
small tracked amphibians could not surmount the meny runnels;
and most of the Buffaloes had alrcady been withdravm for the
assault across the estuary, The only access to Walcheren by
land lay across the causeway., The tas)l of 5 Cdn 1Inf Bde to
force an entry was thus a bitter one, and along that narrow
avenue of fire severe casualties were suffered, in some in-
stances company strengths being reduced to barely a score,
(Ibid.). The Calg Highrs managed briefly tc gain a foothold
on the island, only to lose it asgain in the face of enemy
counter-attack and heavy machine-gun fire; but oa 2 YNov, after
fierce fighting, a narrow lodgemcnt was effected by R. de lMais
and taken over by 157 Inf Bde of 52 (L) Div. (AEF/5 Cdn Inf
Bde/C/Dy Folio 1: Personal Narratives).

46, After being continuously engaged since leaving
Dieppe on 6 Sep, 2 Cdn Inf Div were withdrawm to rest south
of Antwerp.
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«+oIn Brigadier Keefler's opinion, the undoubted
success of the advance made by 2 Cdn Inf Div could
be attributed entirely to the enthusiastic effort
on the part of the troops, who scemed to be aware
of the urgency of the task, and who appreciated
that the enemy had been confused. There was never
any hesitation to take beold risks in striking
deeply into the enemy positions,

In the period from 23 Oct to 3 Nov, covering the
capture of Zuid Beveland Peninsula and the initial
attack along the causeway to Walcheren Island,

2 Cdn Inf Div captured a total of 14 officers and
2467 0.Rs. During the same period, the casualties
of the Division were 64 officers and 932 0.Rs. The
preliminary operations, leading up to the advance
along the peninsula, had actually commenced on

29 Sep,y when 2 Cdn Inf Div crossed the Antwerp-
Turnhout Canal, During the whole period, from that
date to 3 Nov, 2 Cdn Inf Div captured more than
54200 P.W. The divisional casualties during this
same period were 207 officers and 3443 O.Rs. These
figures gave a clear indication of the severe
fighting which the division had encountered.’

(Keefler, loc. cit.) ®
THE ASSAULT ON WALCHEREN

47. By the end of Cectober sufficient progress had been
made over the sodden lowlands on either side of the estuary
to enable these operations, so persistently and ingeniously
pursued, to be brought to a climax in the amphibious assault
against Walcheren, But while the attention of commanders

had been focussed and the weight of resources concentrated on
the narrow waters of the Scheldt, the enemy had also been
continuously engaged on the mainiand, where on the Army's
right flank he was being pressed steadily back upon the Maas,

Still resisting strongly on his right, the enemy
was now pulling in his centre, and had thus
succeeded in falling back without loss of control
to the line through Bergen, Roosendaal and Breda.
Between him and the Maas the polder-land of south-
western Holland offered better possibilities for
defence. His new line, however, did not hold for
long. By 29 Oct the Poles had thrust into Breda
and the lateral roads were cut. On the left the
4th Canadian Armoured Division met with stiff
opposition from the paratroops who were disputing
the Roosendaal-Bergen Canal with their usual
tenacity...

(Lt-Gen Simonds' Report, 22 Nov 44).

48, As long as the Germans held Walcheren, however,

their great rearguard action would continue to be powerfully
effective and our further progress towards the Rhine and Ruhr
held up through lack of a port. For the passage of the Scheldt
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would remain closcd to shipping until the heavy coastal defences
on the islend, like those at Westkapelle - described as 'some

of the strongest defences in the world" - had been destroyed

or captured. (Hist Sec file C.C.H.Q./Y/3: C.U.H.Q, Bulletin
Y/47, Bpr 45: Combined Operations against Walcheren).

..+The West and South sides of the island were
protected by underwater cbstacles, wire and
infantry positions on the dykes and dunes, with
gun batteries in support behind. Flushing had a
perimeter defence system, including two snii-fank
ditehes. The strong points on the S5 coast, as
far North as Westkapelle, wcrc falirly heavily
fortified, though less heawvily than thosc at
Flushing. 1t was rerorted that the beacies and
dunes, and their exits, were thoroughly nmined,

(21_Army Gp Report).

Intelligence indicated further thet no fewer than ei;nhteen
batteries covered the approaches from the sea. The strength
of the garrison was estimated as between 6,000 and 10.000
men, mostly from 70 Inf Div,

49, The undoubted strength of the fortress was subject,
however, to one possible limitation. It was observed tnat

the greater proportion of the land surface of Walcheren lay
below sea level, the life 2nd economy of the island beiig madz
possible by its broad and ancient dykes, Lt-Generel Simnnds
appreciated that if these dykes could be cut, the salt witer
would flow in end flood the interior, thus isclating and
demoralizing the enemy and enabling our troops to take full
adventage of their amphibians. 1t was argued for days beiore-
hand, however, whether the island would flood quickly enouvgh
if the dykes were breached, or even, in view of their stre..gta,
whether an attempt to breach them by bombing was likely to
prove to be a practical proposition. The experts were not
unanimous, many of them being either sceptical or definitel;
opposed, No part of the islend's perimeter was more formide-lc
than the dyke at Westkapelle., Uriginally built in the fif-
teenth century and compact with age, this great work had beex
reconstructed and extended late in the nineteenth, At its
base it was three hundred and thirty fect wide and it stood

at an average neight above high water level of sixteen feet.,
Nevertheless, "by applying sound, basic common sense", Lt-
General Simonds had "refuted the theoretical experts and
persuaded the Army Commander that we had ‘little to lose by
trying and a great deal to gain". (AEF 45/2 Cdn Corps/K/F
Docket III: Personal Diary cf Brig N.E. Rodger, 29 Sep 443.

50. The attempt was made cn 3 Oct at "estkapelle., That
evening the sea was observed to be flowing in through a gap
seventy-five yards wide, "The ultimrte effect of this and
subsequent attacks wes to face the Germans with a situation
which grew rapidlv more serious." (Lt-Gen Simonds' Report).
The required width of the breach at Westkapelle was three
hundred yards; the width eventually attained was three hundred
and eighty. (21 Ar Gp Report). lew gaps were opened at
Nulle and Veorc, ang a ?ourth et Remmekens, "Substantial
portions of the prepared defences were flooded. The. troops
remaining on the island could hold only a limited number of
positions in isolation on the dunes end dykes." (Lt-General
Simonds' Report). "The reduction of this fortress"™, Field-
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Marshal Montgomery said afterwards, "presented many novel
problems. These were overcome principally by very remarkablsz
precision pombing by Bomber Command, which breached the dykes
and submerged a large part of the island.® (Journel of ths
Royal United Service Institution, November 12423 Vol ..C4 Mo,

. I photographs showed that on 21 Oct the only
dry area of any size lay at the eastern end of the island;
Flushing and Middelburg had become islands themselves. (21
Army Gp Report). In addition, between 11 and 31 Cct Bomber
Command flew nearly nine hundred and fifty sorties and croprod
nearly five thousand tons of bombs cn other targets. During
the four days preceding the landings Spitfires and Typhoons
flew over eight hundred sorties against gun-positions end
radar sites. (21 Army Gp Report). By the end of the month
it could be said that for the first time in history an lisland
had been "sunk" by air power, an expedient which, however,
terrible in its effect upon the civil population, lelt the
wretched garrison with stomach enough for only a week's figho
after the amphibious assaults went in on 1 Nov,

51. These were to be made on the same morning from
Breskens into Flushing and from Cstend through the gap at
Westkapelle, The military ccmponent comprised 155 Iaf Bde of
52 (L) Div and 4 S5.S. Bde and attached troops, including ele-
ments of the R.C.A.M.C. The urgency of the situation, the
uncertainties involved, the decisions made, and the resultant
action gave rise to a statement in the Hou:z~ of Commons by
Mr A.V, Alexander, First Lord of the.Admiralty,

In view of the vitzsl need to clear the Scheldt as
early as possible, General.Simonds, commanding

the 1st Canadian Army, declded tc put in the
Breskens-Flushing attack on November 1, by *hich
time our troops would be on South Beveland causc-
way, whether or not the Westkapelle attack; whicha
would be very dependent on the weather, could go in.
Weather prospects for the latter were unfawv urable
for air support on October 31,:but sea conditions
were not too bad. In view of the unreliability of
meteorological forecasts at this time of the year,
eand of the great advantages to be gained from
assavlting from three directions simwlti.ieously,
Admiral Ramsay and General Simeonds decaded “o ss#l
the Westkapelle force from Lstend and *n leave the
final decision vhether to assaule or not to the
two forece commanders. Capcain A.F, Pugsley, Royal
Navy, and Erifallier B.W. Leicester, Royal -iarines,
Conditiciis next morning were generally moie favour-
abie than expected, but all aircraft were recoried
grounded owing to fog. With full knowledg: chal
the assault troops would initially lack clcses aiw
support, and that the bombardment squadron ompose:
of H.M.S. Warspite, Erebus, and Roberts wou 71 hove
no air spotting, they deci&ed to go on with GShe
attack in view of the paramount advantages t- he
gained by simultaneous assaults,

(The Times, 16 Nov 44),

524 Events on a wider front, affecting poth 21 and 12
Arvuy Groups, placed further limitations on our capecity "¢ b ing
do'm the full weight of support as originally expected, e
fcllowing notes written by Erigadier Churchill Mann, Chie o~
Staff at Army Headquarters, are suggestive.
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While we were busy clearing the Scheldt prior to
assaulting Walcheren, Second British Army had had
to deal with a counter thrust in the lieuse pocket
to the West of Venlo. 'While this operation was
done successfully, and did not unbalance us, it

had the effect of diverting a proporticn of cur air
effort and other resources. Farther to the South
the thrust of the left wing of 12 US Army Group,
directed on Cologne, was NUT being developed with
the power which was desirable owing to the long
front over which that Aemy Group now stretched

and due also -to the faect that certain TS forma%ions
had had to be allotted temporaril~ tc 21 Army Group.

The assault on Walcheren took place on 1 November

as planned but for the reasons just mentioned, very
much less preliminary bombing of the heavy batteries
had actually been carried out than was intended,

and although there was no question that it was
essential to proceed with the operation, the result
was that the Royal Navy's losses in landing craft,
and in their crews, largely Royal Marines, were
very heavy indeed. Fortunately, at a critical
moment in the landing operation, the weather, which
had not permitted close tactical air support, lifted
sufficiently to allow some Typhoon attacks to. be
pressed home successfully, enabling the landings

in the end to suecceed.

(Mann, loc. cit.).

53 The landing of 4 Commando at Flushing (CUperation
"Infatuate I") was carried out as planned before daylight and
without casualties, artillery support being given from the
other side of the estuary by five field and two medium regiments
hastily got into position in the neighbourhocd cof Breskens.

The invaders were soon in position along the water-front,and
although considerable opposition developed, 155 Inf Bde, under
cover of smoke and the command of Brigadier J.F.S. licLaren,
followed them in during the day, though the landing craft and
crews which brought them in frequently came under hesvy fire.
"The situation by nightfall was that the main town area was
firmly in our hands; and that the possibility of reinforcement
by the enemy was stopped, though some strong points still
remained to be morped up." (C.0.H.Q. Report as ahove, para 45),

54. The action at Westkapelle (Operatien "Infatuate II")
was thus described to the House of Commons by the First Lord
of the Admiralty.

Some threc and half hours later, in daylight, the
time of assault being dependent on tidal ccnditions,
the Westkapelle force approached the coast and when
close inshore was heavily engaged by the cozst defen-
ces, all known batteries Boing into action zgainst
them, The gun support squadron composed of converted
landing=-craft of wvarious types manned by Blu:jackets
and Marines, under command of Commander K.A. Sellar,
Royal Navy, stoocd close inshore and engaged these
batteries at point-blank range, while tank-landing
craft carrying the Royal Marine Commandos (4 £.S.

Bde less 4 Commando) beached in succession and
discharged their vehicles,



This process was slow as they could only beach

two at a time in the gap in the dyke previously
breached by the R.A.F, By their determination and
gallantry the landing-craft support squadron drew
most of the enemy's fire, and the Marine Commandos
were landed successfully w1thout heavy casualties.
Once ashore, however, Commandos came up against
tough 0pposition at nearly all the enemy batteries
and strong points, which they cleared in succession
with utmost resolution, As the weather improved
during the forenoon close air support was afforded
by the R.A.F. in increasing degree and air spotting
became available to the bombarding sdquadron during
the afternoon.

The gallantry and determinztion of landing craft
crews and of the Royal Marine Commandos were equalled
by that of the naval beach party, which had to work
under gun and mortar fire througnout D Day, and fox

a large proporticn of D-plius.cne, during which enemy
fire could still bL brought to LU: » on the gap in

the dyke. Difficnltics were experienced .n landing
stores for tr. force because of this, and . Tex un¢
wecather worsened and prevented supply by se=. o.ores
werc dropped by air on D-plus four, and these and
rations captured from the enemy enabled the Commancos
to comrlete the clearance of the western hel® of the
island.

.++.The great success of these operations, which lLad
perforce to be undertaken under difficul% and somne-
what unfavourable conditions against a desperete
enemy, was not achieved without relatively heary
casuaitics to craft and personnel, Of the tot:l1 of
25 support craft engaged, nine were sunk and eight
damaged, and of their crews 172 officers and men were
killed and 200 wounded. Of 47 other major landing
craft engaged, four were sunk and others damaged.

The casualties in these craft and in the attack on
Flushing were 21 officers and men killed and miscing,
81 wounded. The Royal i‘arine Commandos suffered

37 officers and men killed, 77 missing, 201 woundcd.

(The Times, 16 Nov 44).

55. Once ashore, the Commandos were not slow in exacting
toll for toll, In a rapid advance they reached and captured
2ll but the eastern outskirts of Domburg by the cvening of the
first day, and in the other direction, towards Flushing, they
swept along the coast to take Zoutelande, ainu, ofter silencing
the batteries and strong points which held ou% grimly on the .
dunes, recached the gap at Nolle on 2 Nov, The advance was the
more remarkable for the difficulty of the going.

It was seldom possible to get any form of transport,

even Weasels, anywhere near the forward troops.

All ammunition hed to be carried forward by menpower
, over exhausting loose sand and steep dunes, At

times even 3-inch mortars were mainteined in action

by this method,

(Combined Ops Report).




No time was lost, either, by 155 Inf Bde and 4 Commando

who made steady progress in clearing the Hun out of Flushing.
"The enemy was putting up a stubborn resistance from strong
points and concrete pill-boxes, In the dock arca, suilcide
squads lodged themselves in cranes and gantries, and from
these points of vantoge were able to pin the attackers.,”
These simioid antics were discouraged by 3.7-inch guns
aprropriastely re-ascembled on the upper floors of houses by
452 iountain Battery, R.A. (21 Army Gp Report). The situation
at the eastern end of the island was alsc improved by an
amphibious operation mcunted by 156 Inf Bde across the Sloce
Channel, south of the causeway, on' the night 2/3 Nov. Here,

the se2lt marsh was a formidable obstacle, and at
times the troops were well over their walsts in
liquid mud, Attempts to use Weasels were unavalling;
they dug their prows into the far bank of the
runricls and slewed round.

(Ibid.).

But the enterprise succeeded and thc cnemy was gradually
foreced back to the line of the canal between Veere and
lfiddelburg,

THE PORT IS CPENED

56. On 5 Nov the Lowland Division reported that 211 the
dry lend with thc exception of these two places was ‘in our
hands. (Fersonal Dicry, liaj W.E.C., Harrison, 5-Nov 44).

On the next day, while eight Buffaloes sufficed .to cover the
roads out of Middelburg, the German Commander, Lt-General
Daser, was persuaded to surrender to a subaltern, "Antwerp",
said Lt-General Simonds, "can now be used as a base for a
knock~out blow against Germany." (AEF/2 Cdn Inf Div/C/D:
Lecture by Lt-Gen Simonds, 6 Nov 44), lMinesweecpers were
already at work and some threc wecks later (28 Nov) a coavoy
entered the fairway, the first ship to tie up a2t the quay-
side being the Canadisn~built "Fort Cataraqui, (AEF 45/7irst
Cdn Army/C/E: Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45).

5%« Some part of the huge total of British and

American imports pouring into France and Belgium and texing
the capacity of road and railway, truck and barge, from
distant base to forward maintenance area, could now enter

at a point within two hundred and fifty miles of Nijmegen or
Aachen - that first great German city to f2ll into our hands
before the onslaught of First U.S. Army on 28 Cet. Hitherto
the prescsure upon the extcnded line of our communic:stions

had been measured by the arrivel every weck by sca of some
48,000 men, between 9,000 and 10,000 tons of vehicles, more
than 40,000 tons of petrol, end over 275,000 tons of supplies.
(Hist Sec file C,0.S. Resume/44/4s War Cabinet: Chiefs of
Staff Committee Weekly Resume (No., 274) 23-30 Nov 44). Three
days after the arrival of thc convey, on 1 Dec 10,000 tons

of stores were unloaded onto the docks 2t Antwerp. (21 Army Gr
Report). This world port, by volume of seaborne freight
comparable to Hamburg ond considerably larger thean lMontreal,
had now become a vent through which a vast tonnage was soon
to flow in for the winter offensive.
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r

In a message to Lt-General Simonds, Field-HMarshal

Montgomery said:

The, operations werec ccnducted under the most
appalling conditions of ground - and water -
and the advantage in these respects favoured
the enemy., But in spite of great difficulties
you slowly and relentlessly wore down the enemy
resistance, drove him back, and captured great
numbers of prisoners,

It has been a fine performance, and one that could
have been carried out only by first class troops.

The Canadian Army is composed of troops from
many different nations and countries, But the
way in which you have all pulled together, and
operated as one fighting machine, has been an
inspiration to us-all.

1 congratulate you personally.

(W-Dl? GJO;C."in"Co* FiI‘St Cdn Army; I‘IOV 4‘4‘:
Appx lAll).

In the view of the Supreme Commander when the war was over,
in these operations First Cdn /fpmy produced its groatest

climax,

"The end of Nuziism", he said, "was in cle r view

when the first ship moved unmolested up the Scheldt.®
(Address by General Eisenhower to Canadian Club, Ott-wa,

10 Jan ’

59,

Elsewhere on the Canadian Army front,

the pace of the general advance by the 21st Army
Group quickened, thc resistance of XV Army being
now reduced to a decreasing semi-circle covering
Willemstad and the Moerdijk bridges. On 5 Nov
the 1lst British Corps reached th: Maas at four places
and the enemy's perimeter south of the river s
cut in two, although he still continued to make

a vigorous stand to cover the withdrawal of his
remaining elements to the north bank. For the
final clearance south of the Maas, the lst Folish
Armoured and the 104th U.S. Divisions were dire:-
ted on Moerdijk and the 49th British Infantry
Division on Willemstad,

.+.The remnants of the enemy south of the Maas

were soon liquidated... Willemstad fell on 7 Nov...
On the following day the Poles reported that they
eliminated the rearguards at Moerdijk.

The number of prisoners taken on First Canadian
Army front during this phase of the operations
from 1 Oct-8 Nov was 38,820. A further 2,223 were
evacuated through medical channels. These
additions brought the grand total of prisoners
taken from 23 Jul through 8 Nov to 112,521, The
enemy'!s losses in killed and wounded were corres=
pondingly heavy,

(Lt=Gen Simonds!' Report).
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Our own casualties, ineluding British and Allied, were
reported by Lt-General Simonds as 703 officers and 12,170
other ranks, killed, wounded and missing, Of these, 355
officers and 6,012 other ranks were Canadians,

60. The Army's operations had been carried to a
successful conclusicn under the most difficult
conditions of ground and weather, and against
an enemy who exploited every defensive opportunity
that offered. By flooding or saturating the areas
in front of his positions, he was able to deny
us all the advantages which we would normally
possess in the offensive, He could concentrate
his fire power on narrow fronts, keep his own
positions concealed and dispersed, and make the
most effective use of mines and obstacles. In
the Breskens bridgehead, as in South Beveland and
Walcheren, the approaches had to be made along
single strips of road bordered by impassable
fields and fully covered by the enemy's fire,
Hence, by distracting the enemy's attention and
drawing off his forces, the assault landings were
of decisive importance in bringing this phase to
an earlier conclusion than would otherwise have
been possible. The invaluable support provided
by the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force gave
further demonstration of the effectiveness of
combined operations. The persistence and
determination of all troops under command in
wearing down the enemy were worthy of the high
commendation bestowed on them by the C.-in-C,

(Ibid.).

61. The C.,-in-C, 21 Army Group, already busy considering
re-grouping for the next major battle which would precede

the capture of the Ruhr, intended "to have the Second British
Army facing east along the lMeuse with its left about Middelaar,
whilat First Canadian Army faced east and north from the

river at that point through the Nijmegen bridgehead to the

sea at Walcheren". (Gen Crerar's Despatch, 31 Jan 45). These
new responsibilities In the salient and along the Maas were
assumed on 9 Nov,

62. Most of the material for. this report was originally
compiled by Captain T.M. Hunter, R.C.A. It has been revised
by Lt-Colonel W,E.C. Harrison, General List.

/. Cffanne . €
JA(C.P., Stacey) Colonel,
.~ Director Historical Section.
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