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1. A Turther report is subnitted., This report deals *
with the establishnent known as the Canadian Section, G.H.Q.,
«nd Bchelon, now located &% FARI'HAM (3urrey).

In gompan? with Major wW.B, WBELD (A.G. 1, C.M.H.Q.)
1 viaited Farnham on 6 March. 1 was talken through the znd
Echelan's offices and its organization was explained to me.

BRIEP® BSKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF
THE LAPDDIuT &ND LCHELOY

S The duties of the &nd Hchelon (D.A.G.'s office at

the bage) are expluined in Meld Bervice Regulations, Vol. 1
(ed. 1930, reprint of 1939), pp. 46-7, and Appendix III. It

is, in effact. a Record Office for the immediate purposes of

the army in the field, charged with recording the essential
facts oconcerning all militvary personnel in the theasre of
operations. 1t8 most important single function, probably, is
the provision of reinforcements for units in the field, by

the submigsion of demands to the homne authorities." 3Such

units ordinariliy provide an orderly-room sergeant for attach-
ment %o the znd Echelon, uand the HXehelon, on the basis of in-
formation supplied vo iv regularly on Zorms provided for the
purpose, prepares and issues the univs' Part 11 COrders. From

an historicual point of view, one of the most important functions
0f the Echelon is the collection and vrunsmission of War Diaries.

4. The Canadian Section, General Headquarters, znd
Echelon, was nuned as a dorps of the active Militia and placed
on active service by Generzl Order lo. 1 of <& Jan. 1940. A
War Establishment for the Section was authorized by 6.0, 101
of 173 June 1940. The serial nunber allotted %o it by the for-
mer 3.0. was 149.

5. Major (untwil recentliy Captain) H.M. JACESON, o the
Records 0f2ice at AC™OM (see my Report lNo. 6), who was one of
the origzinal ofricers of the Canadian 3ection, has given ne

the following faots. The Jection was organized early in Decem-
ber, 1939, the date of llajor JACKS0I''S own appointment to the
Cehre3.7. being 6 Des. The personnel of the Section same to the
United Xingdom with the Second 1ight and were the first troops
of the f£1i zht %o land, coming ashore on 50 Dec., 1959. I
gather from lsjor Jaokaon that the majority of the flight did
not disembark until 31 Dec. Xt.-Col. A.M. BROWI', the 0. i/c
Records, came o England at the same time %o establish the
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Regords 0£fice, though he was without personnel for the pur-

pose. The consequence was that the &nd Xchelon personnel

were utilized for it, and they mawv be said %o have conducted

the Records 0ffigce, under Lt.-Col. Brown's direcotion, during

its first few montha. In Pebruary, 1940, the prompt despatch

from Canada of a nusleus o Records personnel was requested

(see C.M.H.Q. £yle G/Z Eoh/l, enclo. 14 A) and Major Jackson

tells nmec they arriveé adt LE?OP in April.

G. ¢ the beginning of 1940 it was anticiputed that
the Mirst Canadian Division would move to Prance in the spring
%0 operate with the British Expeditionary Force, and the or-
ganization and disposiiion of the Canadian 3ection, G.H.Q.,
«nd Echelon, became in these circumstances & matter of dis-
cussion. The developnent of the question may be traced in
C.M.H.Q. 27le 6/L Ech/l. The matter was complicated bw the
fact that at the end of 1939 (by General Lord B0RYT's Genersl
Routvine Order lo. J92, &5 Deas.) the British Znd Zchelon had
] : been divided: the reinforcement section, working on daily
casualiy returns, remained in France, but the remaining secc-
tions, dealing with Part 11 Orders, weekly casualty returns,
ete., returned to England and were established at MARGATE,
though they were s8till under G.H.Q. and not the War 0ffice.

%. In Pebruary, 1940, Canadian Military Headquarters

suggested that the Canadian 3ection should be set up at

MARGATE alongside the British organization. National Defence

Headquarters concurred in this, but urged combining the Records

£fice and the Canadian Section and establishing the whole at

MARGATE. C.M.H.Q. pointed out numerous objections 4o this

proposal (among others, the fast that the Znd Echelon had %o

be mobile while Records was essentially immobile, the relative

insecurity of Margate from the point of view of the safety of

regords, and the inconveniensce for C.M.H.Q., 1tself of the

Records Office being removed from the London area). On 4 April,

1940, after further consideration, C.M.H.(. recommended that

a small reinforcement section shonld be sent to operate with

the similar British section in Prance, the rest of the personnel

(inoluding those attached from field units for Part 1I Orders

purposes) heing keptv at ACTON, with onlyr a very small liaison

detachment at MARGATE. The Znd Lchelon personnel at ACTON

would be kept scparate from those of the Records 0ffice, as

it still sceemed probable that the whole Section would ultimately

have to be set up abroad. The £inal decision, Major Jackson
tells me, was that the Reinforcenent, Casualty and War Diary

‘ sections of the Canadian Echelon wonld go to Mrance, while

} the Record Sectioh (Part II Orders) and the Pay and Discipline

| Section wonld remain at Acton. However, Mailor l.3. Durr (TH®E
STORMONT, DUNMDAS3 AND GLENGARRY HIGHLAV'DERS3) now of "A" Brarnch,
C.ll.H.Q., but formerly of the Znd Echelon, tells me that up to
| the time of the British withdrawal from Prance the possibility
* of the whole Zchelon going abroad was still a subiect of con-

| Sideration, thougzh evidently this was not immediately contem-
[ plated.

|

8. When 1 Cdn Div. was ordered to Prance in June, 1940,
arrangemenits were mude %o set up the Reinforcement and Casunalty
| Sectvions of the Zohelon in France forthwith. The 0fficer i/c
«nd Echelon, Hajor J.R, ROCHE (ULIVEHSITE DB MOINTRIEAL CONTINGENT,
CaCoTeCe) had previousiy made a resonnuissance in PMrance with

la jor Dunn, and had chosen a position Zor the Echelon at
PORNICHET. (The British Zchelon was at ROUIN). Major Dunn now
proceeded Lo Prance with an advanced pairiy, reached PCORINICHET
and made all preparation Zor opening in the premises which had
beer obtained there. He spent, he %ells me, about two days
there before the collapse of the Prench armies and the impending
| withdrawal of the British forces remauining in the country nude
evagnation negcegsary. New arrangemnents now had to be made for




the Canadian BSeotvtion, G.H.(Q., “nd Xchelon, as for everything
else at this juneture; and by <0 June it hud been decided that
the scctions of it which huad prepaered %o move to FPrance viere
t0 be established at BORDLOL.

9. After the withdrawal of the British forges from the
Continent, the &Zud Hohelon which had served the B.X.P. was
disbanded as nuneoe&aur;. (It may be noted in passing that
the sestionag of it located in Englund had bheen moved fron
MARGATE Vo WESTON-SUPHR-MARE on L7-88 May.) The Canadian
military authorities, whose, problens were not gquite the sane,
decided to keep their Xshelon in existence and to retein their
units in the Unived Iingdom on a "field return basis". Fron
this time the name "Canadian Section, G.H.Q., &nd Zchelon"”
becume something of a misnomer, but iv is still retained.

10. Early in 3eptember, 1940, the XNchelon moved from
BORDON to FARINHAM. On 6 Sepuv. MajJor ROCHYE reported that it
was riow esvablished in WILLMER HOUSZE, &9 West Street, PARNHANM,
and suggested that the Records (Part II Orders) and Discipline
& Pay Beoctions, 8till at ACTOl, be now moved thither. This
wus done on l1li Sept. The War Diaries Section remained st
ACTON, and was now definitely separuted From the &nd Echelon
and made s part of the organizatvion of the Records (Zfice.

11. The above paragraphs present only a very incomplete
outline of & very conplicated subjectv. I% is felt, however,
that this outline set down contemporaneously may perhaps
aggist u later zcnmpiler in finding his way through the docu-
ments, a4t 4 time when astual participants may not be &% hand
for consultation.

185 It may be worth while o mention that llajor DUMNN

fegelas thatu on another occasion, in the event of Caradian forces
leaving the Unived Ilingdon for another theatre of war, the
whole Echelon wonld probabhly go abroad without the long corn-
troveray that took place in 1940. He believes vhat the Bri-
tigh anthorities are not pleased with the resulis of the ex-
periment of dividing their Eohelon, and that in consequence

the older praciice will probably be reverted to.

PRESHIT SITUATION OF THX CANADIAN &ND
ECHELOM

1. The "QCunadian Section; G.H.Q., <nd Echelon", occupies
two buildings on the main gtreet of PARVHAM. The main btnilding,
in which lajor ROCHE has his office, is a plessant red-brick
Jeorgian hui;cin (dated, 1 was told, 1718) with a garden
attached. alor Roche's office 18 a charming punelled room
with a vic. 0f the marden. The roomg, however, ure & trifle
emall for the purposes for which they are being used.

13. On the day of ny visiy Haior ROCHE was on leave, butv
l.lu:or WEDD and 1 net Ghj.. b. H.VW. MHclMANUS ((_‘Lm" YORE RANGER !)'
who is Canp Commandant, Capt. L.a. AITKBN (1lst HUSSARS) and
several other 0Zigers. '

14. The strength of the organization at the time of ny
visit (5 Mar 40) was 11& a1l ranks, seven being officers.
This figure includes 71 other ranks attached from 2ield units
to work on their Part 1I Orders. All the larger uniis are
expected to send an 1'.C.0, or W.0. For This purpose. At the
prc30nn time the lchelon is igsuing Part 1Y Orders Zor ap-
proximately 135 units.
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15. The Eshelon is orgunized in the following sections:
Records (the form used at Parnham in desaoribing this is
Records 3ections), dealing with unit Part IT Orders: Reinforace-
ment; Casualities and Effeats; Disciviine and Puy fnaﬂor Tann
points oul uthat this, under present condigtions, has little to
do and exisvs muinly on paper); Stavistioal. An atuempt is
89111 made to keep The Tchelon on a nmobile basis: for exanmplie,
ite gard-index sysven is arranged in groups of fFour drawers
for purposes of ensgy Lrunsport.

lo. a Tew war diuaries are 8t1ill being wransmitted by
their units to the Buhelnn thonzh they should under present
gondizviong  direcs vo A0T0N. Capt. aITKXl showed me the

diary of the CARIETON AND "l‘-“I HEGIMEND, 4 very inddeonuate one
indeed. However, as vhis diary was written hy the commanding
oZficexr, and as the latier h&ee now been promoted to a brigude
gommand, the disry may now inprove. QCapt. AITEHY also showed

nme a diary which remularliy arrives nnﬂpl one cover narked 3ECRET.
This is the work of NO. 4 POSTAL UMIT (& ©dn Div). '

oy & The officers of the Xchelon whom J met 2ave ihe in-
pression of being efficient and intereated in their jobs.
(sgd) C.P. 3tacey

(C.P. 3Jtacer) Major,
Hisgtoricul O0fficer, C.M.H.Q.

(Copied in Historical Section, Jul 43.)






