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Operations of the lst Canadian Armoured Brigade
n Italy, May 1944 to February 1945: Part II,
The Advance to Florence,3 Jun - 1 Sep L4

s This is the second of a series of three reports dealing
with the operations of 1 Cdn Armd Bde in Italy. Part I
.(Historical Section Report No. 158) described the Brigade's opera-
tions in the breaking of the Gustav and Hitler Lines during May

194L. The Eresent report covers.the geriod June - August 1944,
durin% which 1 Cdn Armd Bde advanced from the Melfa to the Arno.
Part IIT of the series will deal with the Brigade's participation
in the assault on the Gothic Line and will complete the account
of the formation's operations in the Mediterranean Theatre.

8% The end of 1'ay 1944 found 1 Cdn Armd Bde in its harbour
area Jjust west of Aquino, with its three units - 11 Cdn Armd Regt
Ont R.), 12 Cdn Armd Regt (Three Riv R.) and 14 Cdn Armd Regt
Calg R.S - restinz and carrying out much needed maintenance and
refitting after their operations in the Liri Valley (Historical
Section Report No. 158, para 64). On 2 Jun word was received
from 13 Corps that 12 Cdn Armd Regt was to pass under command

8 Ind Div. The remainder of the brigade was to stay where it
was, but was to be prepared to assist 4 Brit Div as from 5 Jun.
(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 2 and 3 Jun 44). On 3 Jun, 12 Cdn

Armd Regt moved to Veroli (G-5143) and the following day to a
concentration area near Vico (G-4552) where they tied in with
21 Ind Inf Bde - one sguadron goin% to each battalion in the
normal way (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 to 30 Jun
L) . At this Time 13 Corpes was maintaining steadg pressure on
the enemy's rearguards as his main force withdrew to the north;
6 Brit Armd Div &nd 6 South African Armd Div were in the lead.
The main hindrance to the Allied advance was demolitions, these
g frequently being covered by small enemy rearguards (W.D.,G.S.,
H.Q. 13 Corps). - -

THROUGH THE LAKE TRASIMENE LINE (3 JUN - 5 JUL 44)

3 On 4 Jun, "C" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 1/5 Mahrattas

set out to capture Guarcino (G-4255). The tanks never reached
the town due to an enormous crater which blocked the onl{
afproach. However, the infantry pushed on and occupied it with
little trouble, the tanks catching up that night. The road was
also blocked just north of Guarcinc and the task of clearinf it .
was begun at oncs. It was a tremendous job and despite al
efforts of the Royal Indian Engineers, it held up &ll vehicles
for 24 hours. This demolition was of a type which 1 Cdn Armd
Bde were to meet times without number in their long chase of the
Germans from the Melfa River nearly to Bologna. The enemy had
chosen a place (not hard to find in this mountainous country)
where the road followed along the uide of a steep slope.

They had blasted away the hillside just below the road bed

and sent the whole road hurtling down into the valley

below. (i) (Renort on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt,

(1) If this is done at a bend in the road -- at a spot where the

continuation of the road disappears around the mountain

'side -- it is impossible to close the gap with & Bailey
Bridge. Tremendous labour is required to build up the face
of the hill with criss-cross 1ogs and earth. But this is
the only method of providing a firm road bed. Even when it
is finished it is not unusual for the whole thing to give .
way and slide down the hillside as soon as really heavy
traffic begins to use it. If that does occur the procedure
is to start the whole thing again and hope for the best.




2 o B0 Jun 44) The infantry had meanwhile pushed on and the @
tanks did not catch up to them until 0500 hrs, 6 Jun. The
leading tanks . joined the Infantry in the Via Sublacense about
halfway between Guarcino and Affile (G-2665) just iIn time to
assist them in a short fire-fight which resulted in the enemy
pulling out, having first blocked the road with two of his own
vehicles which he set on fire. "A" Sgn 12 Cdn Armd Regt had
meanwhile swung left below Guarcino and made & circult via
Acuto (G-3254) and Piglio (G-2858) and back on to the Via
Sublacense. This had been done with a view to cutting off

the Germans retreating up the main road in front of the Indians,
However, "A" Sqn were held up by 6 Brit Armd Div traffic and

so the scheme did not come off, Infantry and tanks pushed

on together through Affile which was not defended. About a
mile north of the town the tanks were held up by another crater,
but this 12 Cdn Armd Regt managed to cross with thelr own
Scissors bridge. The force pushed on but by noon the tanks
were definitely held up just short of Sublaco (G-2569) by a
120-foot gap over the iAniene Gorge. This took two days to
bridge. The tanks pushed ahead on 8 Jun and reached Route 5
just below Arsoli (G-1982). 12 Cdn Armd Regt supported the
infantry into the town that night and by 0200 hrs 2 Jun it had
been cleared, "A" Sqn pushed on with the infantry in the
morning only to be completely halted again by a blown mountailn-
side similar to that below Guarcino, "B" Sqn, meanwhile,
pushed west and occupied Rovano (G-1781). In view of the
lightness of the opposition, the mountainous nature of the
country and the large rnumber of demolitions, it now became
apparent that tanks were of little use and so on 10 Jun 12 Cdn
Armd Regt were ordered to concentrate near Tivoli (G-0075). (Ibid)

4, Meanwhile, the rest of 1 Cdn Armd Bde (with under
cormand 98 Fd Regt, S.P., R.A.) was still back in the Aquino
area, The main activities in the brigade during this period
were maintenance of tanks and wvehicles, Ordnance inspections,
rest, entertaimment and sports. Word was received of the fall
of Rome and of the opening of the Second Front in Normandy and
morale was at a very high point, but still nQ definite orders
came through with regard to future operations of the brigade.
The speedy withdrawal of the enemy on the whole Italian front
inevitably caused rapid and frequent changes in Allied plans.

1 Cdn Armd Bde had been warned on 3 Jun to be ready to support
4 Brit Div as from 5 Jun. On 5 Jun the brigade actually
passed under command 8 Ind Div. On 10 Jun, while still in the
same area, they passed back under command 13 Corps and received
word that 8 Ind Div (with under command 25 Army Tank Brigade)
were to take over right flank protection and that 1 Cdn Armd
Bde were to assist 4 Brit Div in their drive towards Florence
via Arezzo (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde).

5. The Alllea were now faced with an acute supply problem,
The "front line" had moved north so fast that it had been quite
impossible to repair the railways quickly enough to keep
Railhead and the basc supply dumps within anything like
reasonable distance of the fighting formations, There were
only two main roads to supply two armies: Route 7 for Fifth
Army and Route 6 for Eighth Army. Eighth Army Railhead was

at Cassino which meant a 150-mile haul by truck, and Route 6,
though an excellent road, was constantly jamhed with traffic,
Tanks of course were particularly difficult to move and tank
transporters were in very great demand. In these circumstances
our complete air superiority was an untold blessing. (Ibid)

§. On 11 Jun, 1 Cdn Armd Bde recelved definite orders to
join 4 Brit Div in their concentration area north of Rome-

Here 1t was intended to carry out a short period of infentry-cum-
tank training, after which the two formations were to pass
through 78 Div and on to Florence. (Ibid) The same day it was
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learned that Lt.-Col., C.H. Neroutsos, D.S.0., 0.C., 14 Cdn Armd
Regt, had been ordered to return to England for a surgical
operation and was to be replaced by Major C.A. Richardson,

the Second in Command (Ibid).

Yo ' With reference to Col., Neroutsos'! departure, the
War Diary of H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde says:

The Brigadier announced that Lt.-Col. Neroutsos
of 14 Cdn Armd Regt had to return to England for
an operation on his right knee. Col, Neroutsos :
had suffered from a weak knee for a long time.
During the past action he had to wear a steel '
brace on his leg inh order to allow him to walk
sufficiently well to command his regliment., The
Brigadier expressed his thanks for the great job
Col. Neroutsos and his regiment had done during
the last operation. Col. Neroutsos had been in
the brigade since it had been mobilized and his
departure was felt by everyone.

(Ibid)

8. The long move up to the 4 Div concentration area began
on 12 Jun and the brigade was complete in the area Mentana -
Capena (F-8782 - F-7994) by first light 14 Jun. The tanks
were carried on British tank transporters and thée move. was
accomplished without incident (Ibid). = 12 Cdn Armd Regt moved
independently from the Tivoli area on 13 Jun (Ibid). On 15
Jun the infantry-cum-tank training was discussed with senior
officers of 4 Brit Div anmd the armoured regiments tied in with
their infantry brigades. 11 Cdn Armd Regt went to 28 Inf Bde,
12 Cdn Armd Regt to 10 Inf Bde and 14 Cdn Armd Regt to 12 Inf
Bde (Ibid). The training laid down to be done with 4 Brit Div
differed considerably from that carried out with 8 Ind Div
before the assault on the Gustav Line. Due to the probable.
character of the forthcoming operations the emphasis here was
on purduit fighting with an armoured screen preceding the
infantry. (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn irmd Regt, 12 Jun

to 17 Jul 44) ‘

9+ + . The advance was still progressing rapidly on all
fronts, Orvieto (A-4549) was cleared on 14 Jun by 6 South
African Armd Div (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps) and on 16 Jun

l Cdn Armd Bde and 4 Erit Div began moving to this area. (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde) By 18 Jun Perugia (W-6993) had been
captured by Eighth Army; Fifth Army was advancing rapidly on
the left and word had been received of a successful landing by
the French on Elba (Ibid). The 1 Cdn Armd Bde and 4 Brit Div
intention remained much the same, i.e., to relieve 78 Div and
to push on towards Florence. However, the enemy had been
wilthdrawing so repidly that the relief would have been both
difficult and unnecessary. At this time also there was almost
a week's heavy rain which greatly retarded the various moves
and the training programme.

10. In the meantime, 78 Div were in need of additional
armoured support and orders were received from 13 Corps for 11°
Cdn Armd Regt to be placed under their command. They moved
.up and joined 78 Div at Monteleone D'Orvieto (A-4181) on 19 Jun,
passing under command 38 (Irish) Brigade -on arrival, This
brigade was composed of 6 Inniskillings, 2 London Irish Rifles
and 1 Royal Irish Fusiliers (Ibid). The enemy was making a
stand in his Trasimeno Line which runs from the south-west
corner of Lake Trasimeno south of Sanfatucchio (W-4189) and
San Felice to Lake Chiusi (See Map "A"). The plan was for 11
Cdn Armd Regt and 36 Bde to pass through 11 Brit Inf Bde of 73
Div and dislodge the enemy from his positions in this line éast
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of Sanfatucchio. (Report on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, "
12 to 30 Jun 44) IIEEan Armd Regt were given under command

one battery of S.P. field artillery and two troops of anti-tank
guns. The attack was to be supported by the three field
regiments from 78 Div plus one medium regiment. It was to

go in on a two-battalion-two-squadron front from Sanfatucchio
to Lake Trasimeno (Ibid). _

11, The attack was launched at first light, 21 Jun, and
steady progress was made. Sanfatucchio and Carraia (W=-4290)
were both cleared before noon but as the advance continued
towards Pucciarelli (W-~4190), increased M.G., mortar and
anti-tank fire were encountered. Just before last light a
troop of tanks from "A" Sgn rushed the village and began
engagling enemy-held houses, The infantry followed up and
Pucciarelll was cleared by 1930 hrs. Numbers of enemy infantry
were killed or captured during the day =~ especially around
Sanfatucchio -- and one anti-tank gun was destroyed. 11 Cdn
Armd Regt lost three tanks and one S.P. anti-tank gun., That
night the force consolidated in Pucciarelli and for 1000 yards
along the road running scuth-west from the village (Ibid).
During the early morning hours of 22 Jun, two counter-attacks
came in. Heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy and
most of them were forced to withdraw. Some did succeed in
occupying houses in the village but the last of them was driven
out by 1000 hrs 22 Jun (Ibid). The remainder of that day

and all of the 23rd were devoted to consolidating the existing
line and patrolling to the front. No further advance could

be attempted as the left flank was completely exposed. Enemy
shelling and mortaring were quite heavy and some casualties were
suffered by both infantry and tanks (Ibid).

12, In the meantime, the remainder of 1 Cdn Armd Bde was
continuing infantry-cum-tank training with 4 Brit Div. The
weather improved on 21 Jun and the ground dried up quickly
enabling cross-country movement of tanks. On 23 Jun; 12 Cdn
Armd Regt and 28 Inf Bde moved up behind the left sector of 78
Div preparatory to passing through them and launching an attack
on Vaiano (W-3787) on 24 Jun (W.D., E.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde). This
attack was scheduled to go in at first light on the 24th and
synchronous with it, "C" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 1 R.I.F. were
to pass through the Pucciarelli positions and push on towards
Pescla, 1500 yards to the north-west. "Cc" 3qn 11 Cdn Armd
Regt and 1 R.I.F, advanced at first light and at the same time
a troop of "A" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt were detached and, with
infantry elements from 11 Brit Inf Bde, provided right flank
protection.

13, Steady progress was made by "C" Sqn and 1 R,I.F.,
moving behind a creeping barrage. At 0900 hrs, as our infantry
and tanks approached Pescia, the enemy launched a counter-attack
supported by tanks, He had both Mk IVs and Panthers, but
employed them in ones and twos and did not concentrate sufficient
force to effect a break-through or even to stop our advance.

The "A" Sqn troop on the right were the first to contact the
enemy armour, They destroyed two Panthers and damaged a third
for a loss to themselves of one Shermen, By 1100 hrs "C" Sgn
end 1 R.I.F. had cleared Pescia and about 1400 hrs they continued
their advance north-west towards Roneciano. By 1600 hrs this
village too was cleared and was consolidated by last light.
During the consolidation that evening, 36 Brit Inf Bde with

under command one regiment of 9 Brit Armd Bde passed through

"C" Sqn and the R.I.F.'!s positions and pushed on to the north.
During the day's advance, "C" Sqn accounted for three Panther
tanks, their own losses for the day being one Sherman knocked
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out and one captured (ii) (Report on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd
Reﬁt’ 2 tO 30 Jun; ‘:IID., 1 . dn J‘S,r‘!nd- Regt, 24 Jun .I

14, With reference to this attack the Army Commander,
Lieut-Gen Sir Oliver W,H. Lcese, Bt, sent the following
communication to Lieut-Col R.L. Purves, 0.C. 11 Cdn Armd Regt:

PERSONAL TO COLONEL PURVES FROM GENERAL LEESE.

I SEND YOU AND THE SQNS CONCERNED MY WARMEST
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FINE ENGAGEMENTS AT
PESCIA AND RANCIANO IN WHICH YOU KNOCKED OUT
A NUMBER OF PANTHERS AND MARK IV!s. PLEASE
CONGRATULATE SQNS CONCERNED

15. The 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 28 Brit Inf Bde attack,
which did not go in until 0945 hrs, 24 Jun, was led bg "3" Sgn
ard 2 Kings. The attack was put in from Strada (W-33€6)
through Vaiano with, as final objective for the first phase,
the high ground 1000 yards north of that village (See Map "A").
Strong artillery support was provided by the divisional
artillery from 4 Brit and 76 Divs. Heavy M.G. and mortar
opposition were met and the tanks quickly got shead of thelr
infantry. The enemy belonsed to 1 German Para Div and thelr
tactics were to allow the tanks to pass through them and then
to pin down our infantry with small arms fire. The co-operation
between the Canadian“tanks and 2 Kings was not good and contact
was very difficult to maintain (ii1)., "B" Sqn fought their
way ahead, passed through Vaiano and got two troops on to the
near slope of the final objective. Here they remained
throughout the rest of the day engaging all possible targets.
As darkness approached, however, and there was no sign of the
infantry coming up to join them, the squadron was ordered back
to harbour for the night behind the road running east of

Vailano (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 to 30 Jun
44) ., One of "B" 3qn'’s tanks had thrown & track and had to be .
left behind. The crew remained to guard 1t and an infantry
patrol was sent forward to relieve them for the night. By the
time the patrol arrived, however, the tank was on fire and the
crew was gone and so Rresumably the enemy had got there

first (iv% (Ibld). B" Sgn was glven credit for killing

(11) This tank had been loaned to the C,0. of the
R.I.F. for his persocnal conveyance. Yhile
moving forward, together with his Intelligence
officer and a F.0.0., he apparently took a
wrong turn and drove into the enemy positions.
All occupants of the tank were later reported

prisoners, (Information from Capt. D, McNichol,
Adjutant of 11 Cdn Armd Regt)

(111) There are disparaging references to 28 Brit Inf Bde
in the 12 Cdn Armd Regt accounts of this operation.
The facts are that this brigade had recently come
from three years garrison duty in Gibreltar and had
had little experience of fighting with tanks. They
had also been very badly cut up in the Gustav Line
and some of the battalions were nearly 50 per cent
reinforcements. (Hist Sec file, Italy: 1944/1 Cdn
Armd Bde/C/D, Docket III, Notes on the Battle of
the Lake Trasimeno Line, 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 4 Jul
443 and Report on Opcrations of 12 Cdn Arnmd Regt,
2 to 30 Jun 44) ,

(1iv) This was the first time that 12 Cdn Armd Regt had had
any, men taken P.W. (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 24 Jun 45).



approximately 100 enemy infaniry. They themselves suffered ..
‘eight casualties besides the five men captured. They had lost
one tank bogged, one overturned and ons burned.

16. The night of 24/25 Jun was uneventful, On the

morning of 25 Jun "C" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt, and 2/4 Hamps

passed through "B" Sgn and 2 Kings and continued the pressure

to the north-west. They passed through Vaiano and then

pushed west to within 300 yards of Lake Chiusi against little
opposition. As they were beginning to consolidate, however,

the German paratroopers put in a determined counter-attack.

This was driven off with heavy casualties and things remained
fairly quiet until 0200 hrs 26 Jun when another counter-attack
came in, This time elements of the enemy got into our
defensive postions and one tank was destroyed by an Ofenrohr (Tbid),
2/4 H?mpi ?uffered some eight or ten casualties and lost twel¥Ve
P.W. (Ibid).

a7 The same day (25 Jun) after "C" 'Sgqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt
and 2/4 Hamps had passed through "B" Sgn and 2 Kings, the latter
had also pushed ahead and consolideated their previous day's
objective north of Vaiano without opposition.(Ibid) As the
advance moved north between Lake Trasimeno and Lake Chiusi =~
through the Trasimeno Line (which was sited in great depth) -
the ground became more and more difficult for tanks, The
terrain was cut up by steep little hills, the sides of which
were terraced for agricultural purposes, Visibility was also
extremely bad due to grapevines susperded on wires between
fruit trees. "C" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt lost seven tanks during
25 Jun. Of these, only one was destroyed by enemy fire,

Two of the remainder went up on mines but five became hopelessly
bellied-down or threw tracks on the steep slopes, terraces or
rocks (Ibid).

18, The advance continued on 26 Jun and Lopil and Gioiella
(see Map "A") were cleared before last light. 12 Cdn Armd
Regt lost one tank to an Ofenrohr when approaching the latter
village (Ibid). During the night 26/27 Jun, 10 Brit Inf Bde
relieved 28 Bde and 12 Cdn Armd Regt passed under command the
former (Ibid). On 27 Jun "B" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt pushed on
with 2 DTC.L.I. of 10 Bde. Their objective was the cemetery
east of Casamaggiore (See Map "A") (Ibid). Enemy fire was
very heavy from the cemetery and the Infantry were pinned most
of the day. The tanks pumped & great deal of H.E. into the
enemy positions and by last light the enemy fire was so reduced
that the tanks went up to look %$he situation over, finding on
arrival that the enemy had departed. Two tanks were bogged
while attempting to cross a little stream but no casualties were
suffered by enemy action during the day's activities (Ibid).

19, The objective for 2€ Jun was the secondary road from
Pozzuolo to Castiglione Del Lezo (cgee Map "A"), "C" Sgn 12 Cdn
Armd Regt and 2 Bedfs Herts were to take the lead (Ibid). The
start time was set for 0530 hrz, "C" Sqn moved up to the

start line at the appointed time and only after they had exposed
themselves to the enemy were they notified by 10 Bde that the
start time had been set back one hour. They pulled back.'

The attack was launched at 0630 hrs but the enemy was now well
prepared and launched a succession of heavy counter-attacks
supported by S.P. anti-tank guns and Mk V (Panther) tanks,

both of which were numerous in this area, = The enemy employed
the tactics of allowing our tenks to pass through and then
opening fire on them from the sides and resar. Very heavy
fighting continued all day and little headway was made;
casualties were heavy on both sides,. However, by last light
elements of both infantry and tanks had secured the high ground
Just south of Nardelli (See Map "A") only about 800 yards short
of the lateral road (Ibid). That evening "A" Sgn 12 Cdn Armd
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Regt and 1/6 Surreys moved up and secured the village of
Casamaggiore which had been by-passed by "C" Sgn and 2 Bedfs
Herts. The latter squadron had destroyed one enemy S.P.
anti-tank gun during the day's fighting and had killed numerous
enemy infantry. Their losses had been eight tanks, five of
which were knocked out and burned by enemy anti-tank weapons (v).
Their personnel casualties were four officers and ten other
ranks (vi) (Ibid). At first light on 29 Jun, "A" Sgqn 12 Cdn
Armd Regt supported the Surreys on to the lateral road and

swung left into Pozzuolo which was not held. On the way,
however, they had to clean up several small pockets of enemy
infantry (Ibid). A general enemy withdrawal was now in process
and by last light "A" Sqn and the Surreys had strong elements
forward to within 1,000 yards of Petrignano (see Map "A") and

"C" Sgn and 2 Bedfs Herts had reached positions 2,000 yards
north-east of Pozzuolo. "B" Sqn and 2 D.C.L.I. were also
brought forward to the Pozzuolo area preparatory to leading.

the advance the following day (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 29 Jun 44).

20. In the meantime, 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 12 Brit Inf
Bde had moved up, and at first light on 29 Jun they began to
advance north-west through Laviano (see Map "A"), their advance
being to the left of and parallel to that of 12 Cdn Armd Regt
and 10 Brit Inf Bde (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt
for period 12 Jun -~ 17 Jul 4LL4). The enemy had pulled back
all across the front during the night 28/29 Jun and "C" Sgn

14 Cdn Armd Regt and 1 R.W.K., who were in the lead, encountered
only light though fairly determined rearguard opposition (W.D.,
"H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 29 Jun 44). About mid-day as they
approached Laviano the advance was temporarily held up by heavy
-small-arms fire. An infantry and tank attack was "teed up”,
but when it went in at 1520 hrs no opposition was met and
-civilians reported that the enemy had withdrawn about an hour
previously (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 12 Jun -
17 Jul 44). Both infantry and tanks pushed on at once towards
Valiano (see Map “4A") to the north-west. Progress proved slow
due to enemy sniping, the difficult ground and the numerous
demolitions. The dinfantry got ahead of the tanks at first but
by 1850 hrs they had begun to consolidate together only 1500
yards short of Valiano (Ibid). Active patrolling was carried
out during the night 29/30 Jun and the enemy was discovered to
be holding the line of the high ground Petrignano - Valiano.

A two-squadron - two-battalion attack was launched on a front
from inclusive Valiano to exclusive Petrignano. The object was
to drive the enemy from his positions on the high ground and
then to push on in a north-westerly direction towards Foiano
(see Map "A"). "B" Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 R.F. were to
move on the right and "C" Sqn, with 1 R.W.K. on the left (Ibid).
This attack was to be synchronous with one to be put im by 12
Cdn Armd Regt and 10 Brit Inf Bde on Petrignano; this last being
put in by “B'" Sqn 12 Cin Armd Regt and 2 D.C.L.I. (W.D., 12 Cdn
Armd Regt).

21 ' "B* Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 R.F. were to lead off
and stage a '"right hook” in the hope of persuading the enemy to
evacuate Valiano and so facilitate the advance of "C" Sqn 14 Cdn
Armd Regt end 1 R.W.K. The former force moved off at 0930 hrs
and as they did so the whole area came under very heavy observed
shellfire from the direction of Valiano (Report on Operations

of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul A44). "B" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd

(v) The War Diary of H.%. 1l Cdn Armd Bde states that 12 Cdn Armd
Regt destroyed one Mk V Panther and probably demaged another.
It also gives the figure for 12 Cdn d Regt's losses as
elx tanks as opposed to eight in the unit diary.

(vi) The War Diary of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 30 Jun L4, gives
casualties sustained by "C” Sqn on 28 Jun as follows: Killed,
1l Officer and 5 O.Rs; Wounded, 1 Officer and 7 O.Rs.
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Regt lost one tank from a direct hit by H.E., and one to a .
mine (Ibid). The enemy had S.P. guns and both Panther and

Mk IV Tanks on the ridge and considerable confusion reigned
throughout the day as neither 14 nor 12 Cdn Armd Regt knew the
exact location of the forward tanks of the other. This resulted
in the artillery's refusing to bring down fire on the enenmy

tanks and S.P. guns and so the enemy got in some very good
shooting with relative impunity amd finally withdrew in his

own time (Ibid). However, before he did so, "B" Sqn 14 Cdn
Armd Regt accounted for one Panther and on Mk IV, thelr own
losses being one Sherman burned and two damepged. The enemy
began to evacuate the ridge at 1930 hrs and as he did so 14

Cdn Armd Regt accounted for two more Mk IV tanks, Largoe
quantities of transport were soon heading north-west from
Potrignano during the evening and artillery concentrations were
brought down on to it with good results (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, 30 Jun 44). 12 Cén Armd Regt and 10 Brit Inf Bde were

also embrolled in heavy fighting during the day. That evening
(30 Jun) elements of 12 Cdn Armd Regt and the British infantry
entered Petrignano (Report -on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt,

2 Jun -~ 30 Jun 44), but 14 Cdn .irmd Regt and 12 Brit Inf Bde

did not occupy the ridge to their front till early the following
morning; they found it to be heavily mined (Report on Operations
of 14 Cdn Armd Régt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44). Shelling by enemy
long-range guns had been heavy across the whole front on the

30th and had caused casualties to both infantry and tanks (W.D.,
12 Cdn Armd Regb, 30 Jun 44).

eRs The following morning,l Jul 44, 12 Cdn rmd Regt

and 10 Brit Inf Bde wersc relieved by 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 28

Brit Inf Bde; the former pulled back into reserve at Nardelll
(Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 Jun =~ 30 Jun 44).

12 Cdn Armd Regt's losses during the breaking of the Trasimeno
Line (24 Jun to 30 Jun 44) had becen 94 personnel and 26 tanks.(vii)
This was the heaviest fighting that the regiment had oxperienced
since its golng into action in July 1943. However, replacements
were rushed up and the regiment was back up to strength in both
personnel and tanks by 6 Jul <44 (Ibid). -

23, The last ten days of the month of June had witnessed
fierce fighting in the 4 Brit Div sector and of this 1.Cdn Armd
Bde, especially 12 Cdn Armd Regt, had Jdone its full share. The
enemy had been driven back all the way from Cltta Della Pleve
through strongly prepared positions to an approximate line east-
west through Petrignano, . The end of the month saw him beating
& hasty, if orderly, retreat. 78 Div on the right and 6 South
African Armoured Division on the left, as well as 4 Brit Div,
were making excellent progress in their thrust to the River
Arno (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps). Morale throughout 1 Cdn Armd
Bde was running very high at this time and there was great
optimism with regard to the probable speedy conclusion of the
war (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 30 Jun 44).

(vii) A detalled list of both tank and personncl
casualties listed by squadrons and according
to type may be found in 12 Cdn Armd Regt's
War Diary entry for 30 Jun 44, Fatal
casualties to psrsonnel are given as 4
officers and 13 O.Rs.
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4. The advance continucd con all three divisional fronts on 1 Jul.
The 13 Corps front waz still: right, 78 Div; centre, 4 Buit Div; left, ...
6 South ..frican .rmd Div (7.D., G.s., H... 15 Corps, 1 Jul 44). The cnomy
wa3 executing an organized withdrawel alone the cntire front and the three
_forward divisions of 13 Corps wure mecting nothins but smsll reargusrds and
fairly nunerous demolitions (Ibid). On the 4 Brit Div front the advince was
now being led by: right, 28 Brit Inf Bde suprorted by 11 Cdn':rmid kegt; and
left, 12 Brit Inf Bde supported by 14 Cdn .irmd Regt (V.D., Heds 1 Cdn .rmd
Bde, 1 .Jul 44). The object now was to maintoin & stesdy pressure on the
retrqatlnf cnemy, to hurry him buck o8 much s ~os:ible ¢ndé thus reduce the
number ond cextont of his demolitionz. (Heyo t on Operctions of 14 Cdn ..rmd
Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44) - -

25, 14 Cdn ..rmd Regt Recce Tp gnd "C Sgn from the some regiment
pushed off ut first light 1 Jul. They skirted to the left of Valizno ond by
0930 hrs, after brushing aside dome lisht opposition, they hed remched Foiciano
(sec map ".."), which the cnemy hnd only just evacurted (Ibid). Hero the
villagers provided the informstion that the enemy had domolighod scetions of
the rond loading to Gabbisno and hed occupied Cignano (sse map "A") in con-
siderable strength (Ibid). Desultory firc was coming from the dirsction of
Gabbiano, "C" 3gn continucd the cdvenco shortly after mid-dcy in a north-
westerly dircetion from Fasciano., They were considerably impeded by demoli-
tions ond sncmy snipers and had only moved nbout 1500 yards by 1700 hrs, .t
this tine ".." Sgn 14 Cdn .rmd fegt cnd 6 Blick #otch pnssed through "C" Sgn
end 1 R.\.K¢ and by nightfoll they hed roached Castellina (scs map "AM), where
they wiore completely halted by mincs and extensive demolitions., The tanks,
howsver, were able to support the infentry up on to the hill feature which

the infantry thon consoliduted for the night., (Ibid) "B" Sgn 14 Cdn rmd

Regt und 2 R.F. hnd meanwhile come up, had t ken the right fork at Fesciano
and at 2100 hrs the tanks supported the infintry in on attock on Gabbizno.

The village wes eleared by 2300 hrs, (Ibid) 14 CGan srmd Rﬂjt hecce Tp hod
done an excellent job 2ll during the duy, sometimes moving far ~heud of the
main body, reporting ond where possible, eng ging opposition (i/.D., 14 Cdn
Lrmd Regt, 1 Jul 44). During the duy's ndvance of over 5,000 metres no
¢asuanlties were sustained by direct enemy etion. Unfortunately, however,
during the evening two unlucky eneny shells killed the Officer Comurnding

"B" Sqn and o sergeant, #nd woundod three troopers, The second in command

of the actme squudron wos injured by o folling tiﬂL hoteh, leuving the sguedron
to be commanded and cdministered by the Resr Link Caftqin. (Ibid) 14 Can

Hymd Rect's tank losses for the day wore two mined, two beeged and one broken
down (Ibid).

26, On the right 11 Cdn .irmd fegt and 2C Bde had 2lso made 'good
progress. Their ceontre line led them through Fetrignano ur the secondesry
road to Selve and thence by third-eluas ronds and tracks to Ronzano (see

myp ".")., They advanced without opposition until about two miles south of
celva where they came under mortar and 3.P. cnti-tank fire, Three tanks
were lost to the enemy anti-tenk' guns cnd no fuvthor advance wes made thot
day. " (W.Ds., 11 Cdn .rmd Regt and H.%. 1 Cdn 2rmd Bde) The enemy withdrew
from the Jelve area during the night ond the advence of 11 Cdn 4srmd. Regt and
28 Bdc continued at first light 2 Jul (W.D., 11-Cdr 4rmd Regt). No opposition
wra o?counturod and by 1500 hrgs "C" Sqn and 2/4 Hamps hrd renched Ronzeno
(Ibid).

27, The advance of 14 Cdn “rmd Regt and 12 Bde had olso continued
on 2 Jul (the le=ding elements moving off rt 0422 hrs). Report on Operations
of 14 Cdn .rmd degt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul strtes :

We were now moving on three cantre lines

with "B" Sgn cight, "C" centre ond "LV

left, The R.H.Q, dashed about first behind

one force nnd then another in a noble but .

vein effort to follow the aggressive but .
elusive brignde commander (12 Brit Inf Bde), (viii)

(viii) This source omits to mention that coch squodron was moving with
a buttalion of infantry. This foet is, however, borne out by
the War Diary of 14 Cdn -.rnd Regt.
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28, As on the previous day, 14 Cdn Armd Hegt Recce Tp were well out in .‘
odvance of the main body and did excellent work. By 0830 hrs this troop had
reached the crossings over the canels about s mile and a half southeast of
Foiano, Here they surprised an enemy demolition party preparing to destroy one
of the crossings over the canals. (iX) The enemy -erpers and their protective
party of infantry at once engaged them and a brisk fight ensued. Thanks to

the exceedingly aggressive spirit of the Canadians and to their able use of
their .5 M.,Gs. the enemy were driven off and the bridge saved., The reconnais-
sance troop crossed over immediately and found an enemy >.P. gun and a Mk IV
tank, both on fire. These had inexplicably, but most fortunately, not engaged
in the fight and hsd presumably been scuttled due to mechgnical failure.
(Rerort on Operations of 14 Cin Armd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44) Had the enemy
been permitted to blow this crossing a very considcrable delay would have
resulted, The commander of 12 Brit Inf Bde sent a personal message to the

14 Can Armd Regt Recce Tp congratulating them on their "gallant and invalusble
work" (¥.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 Jul 44). As it turned out, atrong elements
of both infantry and tenks were now able to cross the cenals and to move to
within 500 yards of Foiano.

29. An attack was now launched by the Black Watch supported by ;aﬁk fire.
The enemy put up little resistance. Although the town was on a readily
defensible height of land, it was quite untenable, with 4 Brit Div atle to byw
pass it to the east and the South Africans already doing so to the-west. Only
rearguard orposition was met and the town was cleared by 1300 hrs, (Ibid) "A"
ogn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and € B.W. at once yushed on up the main road north from
Foiano, "C" Sgn and R.W.XK. followed them into the to n and moved north-west.,
Most unfortunately there was some confusion in the trsffic direction as the
two colurms were lezving the town, and the tsnks and other vehicles became
involved in & m€lée which caused much loss of time, This resulted in "A" Sgn
and the Black Wutch progressing only some 3500 yards north end "C" Sgn and
R.%.K. only sbout 2000 ysrds north-west of Foiano by last light, (Ibid) "B"
Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 R.F. had meanwhile cleared out some orposition in
Cignano and pushed on to Farneta where they spent the might (Ibid).

30, The centre line of 12 Brit Inf Bde and 14 Cin Armd Regt beyond
Foiano followed third-class -roads through Pozzo, Marciano and Badicorte (see
map "A") (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Arnd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44),
During the night 2/3 - Jul that of 11 Cdn Armd rezt and 28 Bde was switched left
of the canals and now followed the secondery highway running north from Foiano
to Topro (see msp "4") (Report on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt,l Jul -

21 Jul 44). "A" and "B" 3gns 11 Cdn Armd Kegt moved over to an assembly area
just north of Feiano early on 3 Jul and there joined their infantry who hed
moved across during the night. "C" Sgn and R.H.Q. remained in the Ronzano
area for the day. At 1030 hrs the same morning, "4" 3qn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and
2 Kings moved off up the new centre line. (Ibid) This foree met numerous
nines and demolitions but made good progress., At 1500 hrs as they were
approaching the cross-roads at Pescaia (see map "A") they came under mschine
gun fire, They overcame this and pushed on, but as they approached the main
road junction just north of Fescaia the leading troop was engaged by an anti-
tank gun firing from somewhere in the neighbourhood of the rosd junction. Two
tanks were knocked out and the enemy gun got away uncbserved. This unfortunate
incident was due to the bad vision which this section of the country afforded.
Report on Operaticns of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 1 Jul - 21 Jul, states:

The vision here was terribly restricted,
the ground was quite flat and the actuzl
'going' not bad, but the fields were
filled with grapevines strung high between

(ix) Which bridge is meant is not madé clesr in either the War Diary or
* the Report on Operstions of 14 Cdn Armd Regt. However, the War
Diary of H.oye 1 Cdn Armd Bde states that it was the bridge over the
Canale Maestro della Chians. It is probable;, howsver, that the
enemy would have blown the crossings over all thres canals,.
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. i trees which blocked the crew commander's
view and there wes z good dezl of high
corn (moize) and other crops which
frequently cut down the driver's field
of view to a few fect.

"B" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 So:i L.I., who were following behind and to the
left of the leading force, reached Fescuis without incident, but had to clear
up some small opposition in the village itsslf., "A" snd "B" Sgns harboured
for the night with their infantry on both sides of the centre lims in the
general srea of Fescaia (Ibid). #8 was his custom, the enemy pulled back
during the night 3/4 Jul (W. D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 3 Jul 44), (x

31, On the left, 14 Cdn Armd fRect and 12 Brit Inf Bde hed also made
good advences on 3 Jul. They too, were moving on & two-battelion - two-
squudron front and clesred in succession Lucignano, Pozzo and Marciano (see
map "A") (W.D., H.3. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 3 Jul 44)., Opposition was not strong,
but in some cases, quite determined resrguards had to be swept aside before
the advance could continue. At fozzo one Mk IV and one lanther tunk were
found burning (Ibid). (xi) By late afternoon, clements of 14 Cdn Armd Regt
and 12 Bde were stopped just short of Bedicorte on ths right and Monte San
Savino on the left. Both places were quite strongly held ard it was decided
not to attack them that day due to the tiredness of the infantry (Ibid). A
large convoy of enemy trarnsport was observed moving north from Monte San Savino
during the evening end was heavily engsged by 98 Fd Rept (3.F.) R.A. with
excellent results (Ibid).

‘ 32. Mgny of the encmy on 14 Cin Armd Regt's front pulled out during the
night 3/4 Jul but it wes not kpown whether they had all retired or not. In
view of this, it wes plenned for "B" Sqn and 2 R.F., to advence at 0430 hrs
4 Jul, by-pass Badicorte, move wesSt across the canzls and north up the far side
towards Oliveto (see map "A"). "A"™ sgqn and the Black Vatch were to cross at
the same place and move north-north-west on Ciggiano. (Report on Operations
of 14 Cdin Armd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44) (xi1) " ugn Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and
2 R.F. mansged to cross the canals west of Badicorte and made excellent pro=
gress, reaching Oliveto by 0835 hrs (Ibid), "A" Sqn and the Black Watch also,
got across the cansls on the rubble of the blown bridges and gobt on well until
they were brought to a helt by extensive demolitions about 1500 yards southwest
of Ciggiano and had to c¢sll up engineer assistance (Ibid ). "B" Sgn and their
infantry hed proceeded about a thousand yards beyond Oliveto in the direction
of Civitella (see mayp A" ) when they too were hslted by "rocks, gorges, preci-
ritous hills, sniping, mortaring snd the exhaustion of their accaupanying
infantry" (Ibid).

33, The enemy was meking a stand on Foint 543, 1500 yards southwest
of Civitella. The terrain had now become mountzinous in the extreme, and this
festure was so situcted that "B" 3gn's tanks could not even bring effective

(x) The War Diary of H.a. 1 Cdn AL:md Bde for 3 Jul 44 states that "4&" Sgn
11 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 Kings clesred 3an Giovenni (see map "A") after
hesvy fighting. It also states thut during the day 11 Cdn Armd Regt
sccounted for two Fanther tsnks and that by nightfsll their leading
elements were consolideted with infantry a thousand yards north of
Pescala (sic). None of these facts is mentioned in either War Diary
11 Cdn Armd Regt or in Report on Opercztions of 11 Cdn Armd Regt,

1 Jul -~ 21 Jul 44, However, there seems ncthing improbable about
these statements,

(xi) A swmsry on enemy A.F.Vs, (armoured fighting vehicles) prepered at
this time by 13 Corps stasted that of all the Panther tanks"brewed up"
since thc asseult on the Gustav Line, 40 per cent had been scuttled
by the enemy due to mechanical feilure (W.D., HoQo 1 Cdn Armd Bde,

3 Jul 44).

(xii) The diarists at H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde and at 14 Cdn Armd Regt do not
always sgree as to which sguadror is su porting which infantry bat-
talion. In cases of conflict the narrator normally assumes that
the regimentsal diary is more likely to be correct.
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fire to bear upon it. The infantry asttacked the position towards evening but .
the attack proved unsuccessful. (Ibid) Meanwhile, with engineer assistence,

"A" 3gn and the Block Watch had made some progress, They by-passed Ciggiano

on the left and although meeting increasingly heavy demolitions they passed

through Verniana (see map "A") and proceeded about 2000 yards west-north-west

where they were brought to a final halt for.the day by a blown bridge.

34, It wes here that "4" 3gn encountered a large band of partisans, &s
Rerort on Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul puts it:

In this area they ran into a band of about
150 very colourful partisans. These were
most vociferous and were dramstically attired
and armed to the teeth with rifles, carbines,
pistols and long knives.

These were not the first partisans encountered by 14 Cdn 4rmd Regt during the
long day's advance. The War Diary of H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde of 4 Jul 44 states:

14 Cdn Armd Regt contacted a large number of
partisans in the Monte oan Savino sector during
the day., These partisens later proved to be
invaluable in obtaining information ss to

enemy positions snd strength. On several occa-
sions a smsll patrol of partisans penetrated

the enemy lines, pin-pointed enemy hostile bat-
teries, then returned to 14 Cin Armd Regt H.y.
with the information. It was later learned that
the enemy was forced to abandon seversl gun
positions due to the heavy counter-battery fire
from our artillery -- having been given accurate
locetions of German guns by these Italian °
sympathizers.

35, On the 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 28 Brit Inf Bde sector on the right,

"C" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 2/4 Hamps passed through the two leading squadrcas
at first light on 4 Jul and pushed on un the main rosd north through Alberorc
(see map "A"), On reaching the rosd junction due esst of Tegoleto they svung
left, passed through the latter village and then north to Toppo (see map * ).
Here the force came under a good deal of observed shelling from the high grourd
to the north (W.Di:; 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 4 Jul 44)., "B" 3qn and. their infantry
battalion followed "O" Sgn's axis as fer as Tepoleto and then moved north-wes®
by 2 third-class road to Badia sl Pino and thence to Dorna (see map "47), Nc
further advancewas made that day. (Ibid) The 11 Cdn Arml Regt intention for

5 Jul was for "A" Sgn and 2 Kings to pass through “B" ogn and 2 oom L.I. and
advance north to Tuori and thence north-west and west by tracks to hill featvis
Point 535 (see map "A"). "C" o>gn on the right was to continue its advance
north from Topre, (Ibid) This last intention was subsequently cancelled as

6 Brit srmd Div on the i right were several miles behind snd the right flank of

4 Brit Div was becoming too exposed (Ibid), (xiii)

36, Heavy rain on the evening of 4 Jul hed made the ground sog~y and
tank and vehicle going difficult (W.D., G.5., H.Q. 13 Corps), but despite this
"A" Sgn and 2 Kings made good progress on the morning of 5 Jul and reached
Tuori without opposition except from shelling. Tuori was held and "i" Sgn gave
supporting fire while 2 Kings went in and cleared it. The tank fire inflicted
particularly heavy casualties on the enemy just as he pulled out of the villaze.
(Report on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 1 Jul - 21 Jul 44)

(xiii) 6 Brit Armd Div had relieved 78 Div the night of 3/4 Jul =and the
latter had been pulled back into reserve (iW.D., G.o., HuoGo
13 Corps, 4 Jul 44),
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37. A plan wos now arranged by 28 Bde whereby "B" oSgn and 2 Som L.I.
were to pass through "A" 3gn and 2 Kings during the night of 5/6 Jul and forge
chead during the hours of darkmess, The infentry were to provide small re-
connaissance parties to guids the tanks through the difficult country. (gp;gl
The movement of tanks at night through close, hilly enemy-held country w:es o
new experiment. It wes not a success., The night was pitch blaeck and the -tank
drivers and crew commanders could not even see the ground, much less the per-
ties of infantry who were cttempting to guide them. Besides this, the infentry
were constantly in denger of being run down by the tsnks. & state of genernl
confusion srose ond no progress wes made., 2 Som L,I. eventuslly pushed on
alone snd passed through "A" Sqn eand 2 Kings just before last light. “4s. soon
a8 "B" oSgn could see what they were doing they eaught up with their infentry
and supported them forwerd towards their objective (Foint 535). The featurc
was8 quite strongly defended and it could not be approached by tanks from the
ec8t due to the steepness of the sides and to the terraces. The tenks brougnt
fire down on Point 535 from a ridge cbout 800 yards-to the east but it reguired
two attempts on the part of the infartry and the expenditure of a vzry large
number of rounds of H.E, before the position was clesarved, "B" Sgn snd 2 3Son
L.I. consolidated the festure that night. (Ibid) )

38, . The intention of 14 Cdn 4Armd Rzet and 12 Brit Inf Bde for the
morning of 5 Jul was for "A" Sqn ond the 3lack Wetch to seize Montealtuzzo;
"B" Sqn and 2 R.F. to copture hill fcoature 543 which was 3till strongly held
end then to swing west to Gebbia; "C"™ &gn end 1 R...K. were then to pess
through "% Son and 6 BJW. and teke —en Fencrazio (see map "i") (Report on
Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44). Opposition had stif?encd
very considersbly on 14 Gdn ~rmd Rept's front. Enemy shelling had been cuit:
severe during the night 4/5 Jul and inféntry petrols had reported the eneny
to be well dug in slong the high ground to the front (W.D., H.G. 1 Cdn irmd
Bde). :

39. "i" Sqn and 6 B.VW. moved forward &t first light on 5 Jul, seiz.d
Montealtuzzo and were consolidated by 1030 hrs. "B" Sqn and 2 R.F. attocked
Point 543 but again they prroved unsuccessful and 2 R.T. suffercd hesvy lodscs.
The position was ideally situated for defenco and the ground was sucl that tlhe
tenks were able to give their infantry little support. (Rerort on Operatior:
of 14 Cdn srmd Rest, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44) "C" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 1 R.W.K.
passed through "A" Sqn and 6 B.W. in Montealtuzzo and got on as far as
Migliaiolo (see mep "A")., Here they were brought to a halt by demolitdons
which blocked the way, snd very heavy shclling ond mortaring from the noXth «nd
north-east rrevented work on the necessary diversions, - *(ibid) During the doy
information wes received from Fertisens thet the enemy were hclding Givitella
in considersble strength and also that they had gun positions in Cornia and on
the high ground Poggio del Sarto (see maep "i"), Counter-battery fire w-s.
brought down on these positions and it was appsrently, successful as the enemy
shelling was considerably reduced (%W.D., H.3. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 5 Jul 44). On
the morning of 6 Jul "L" and "C" Sgns 14 Cin Armd Regt and their two infantry
battaliors lsunched an attack on Sen Fancrazio, The YA"™ 3gn and 6 B.K. ettack
went in from the south and the "C" Sgrn and 1 R.W.K. atteck from the high groind
to the southwest, (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Arml Repgt, 12 Jun -

17 Jul 44) The tenks pumped a tremendous number of H.E. shells into the cneny
positions, but the latter were very well dug in both in the villsge itself and
on the slope forward of it., The returning fire was heavy and st least one
high-velocity anti-tank gun was engaging our tenks; bdut this was nover .
spotted. Bitter fighting continued most of the day and although 6 B.W. gaincd
the velley immediately below the village, they hed loat heavily end were
forced to retire st last light. (Ibid) Both squadrons consolidated with thair
infantry that evening under full view of the snemy ond heevy observed shellins
continued all during the night (Ibid).

40, Contact was now re-estoblished elong the whole 15 Corps froat.
Pressure on the enemy was being maintcined .and some loeal progress v.s beiig
made but it had now become clear that he intendeéd to mske a stard in the
mountainous country south and west of Arezzo (W.D., G.o., H.Q. 12 Corps,

6 Jul 44).
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FROM THE AREZZO LINE TO THE ARNO (6 JUL - 1 SEP 44)

41, On the night of 6/7 Jul 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 10 Brit Inf Bdo

began the relief of 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 28 Brit Inf Bde. The first mentioned
force were to attack through the last mentioned in their forward positions
north-west of Tuori end push on towards Pergine (see Map "A"). Report on
Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 5 Jul - 7 Aug 44)  However, all did not go
well. "A" Sgn 12 Cdn Armd Reg end 1/6 Surreys moved through Tuori sbout 2300
hrs 6 Jul and began to pass between Points 535 and 484. Although there wes
strong moonlight, wvisibility was poor due to a ground haze and the tanks
acocomplished nothing. 1/6 Surreys sppear to have stumbled unexpectedly on to
soveral strong enemy positions and to have lost very heavily. First light on

7 Jul however found them in possession of Point 484, The tanks were com-
pletely stopped dus to the extremely rugged topography. A troop of Shermen
bulldozers was brought wp to try and prepare a way for tanks to get up on %o
the feature. However, just as they were beginning to work, two of these were
hit and set on fire by enemy enti-tank guns and the work had to cease. (W.D.,
12 Cdn Armd Regt, 7 Jul 44; Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 6 Jul -
7 Aug 44) The ground was now pronounced impassable to tanks and 12 Cdn Armd
Regt took up defensive positions with three troops forward just south of

Point 484 and the remainder in Tuori and Muglieno (Report on Operations,

12 Cdn Armd Regt). (xiv)

42, It had now become obvious that the enemy had strongly reinforced
his line south of Arezzo and that a planned assault would be required to break
out, A relatively slack period ensued for 1 Cdn Armd Bde while the plans for
this attack took shape ‘at corps level. Both infantry and tanks were suffering
fran the length of the operation and the former espccially had suffered very
severs oasualties during the recent weeks. (Report on Operations, 14 Cdn Armd
Regt, 12 Jun - 17 Jul 44) Shelling continued heavy in the forward aereas end
t was decided to open a rest centre at Monte San Sevino end try to get every-
one back for 48-hours' rest and recrcation. 4 Brit Div Recce Regt were sent
forward to relieve the infantry battalions of 12 Bde and 12 and 14 Cdn Armd
Regts managed to rotate their forward tenk crews so that everyone got out for
a rest, (Ibid) 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 2€ Bde were campletely relieved and out
of the line by 9 Jul (W.D., H.Qe« 1 Cdn Armd Bde)., The noxt few days were
taken up by patrolling, heavy exchanges of artillery, raiding and counter-
raiding, The enemy launched several strong counter-attacks and in one of
these they were successful in getting clements into 14 Cdn Armd Regt's posi-
tions and destroyed one tank with an Ofenrohr (Ibid). At 1200 hrs 11 Jul,
-2 NoZ, Div came under command 13 Corps and the same day word was received that
13 Corps was to inorease its front to the west to include the seotor presently
held by the Corps Expeditionnaire Francais, 8 Ind Div was to be made
available to 13 Corps if required. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps 11 Jul 44)
Patrol and artillery aotivity continued and our aircraft carried out attacks
on enemy guns. On 13 Jul 2 N.,Z. Div came into tho line on the right and took
up positions east of Route 71 (Ibid, 13 Jul 44).

43, An attack on the Arezzo line wes finally "lsid on" for the night
of 14/15 Jul, This was to be put in by 2 N.Z, Div and 6 Brit Ammd Div,

4 Brit Div were to patrol strongly and to provide divergions (Ibid). 1 Cdn
Armd Bde's share in this wos for "B" Sgqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt to carry out an
intensive shoot on two enemy-occupied features north of Tuori (W.D., HeQ. 1
Cdn Armd Bde)s, There was very heavy fighting on the right all during the day
of 15 Jul. By last light the high ground overlocking Arezzo fram the south
had been secured and the town itself was no longer tenable (Ibid). The night
of 15/16 Jul, 26 Brit Bde and 11 Cdn Armd Regt relisved 12 South African (Mot)
Bde to the left of 4 Brit Div's front, thus increasing 4 Div's sector by four
miles. This adjustmont was oarried out to enable the brigade to push on up

(xiv) 12 Cdn Armd Regt sources contained reoriminations againat 28 Brit
Inf Bde for supplying them with wrong information. They stete that
both those features were in enemy hands and that 28 Bde hed informed
them that both had been cleared and ocoupied. 11 Cdn Armd Regt state
definitely that their "B" Sqn and 2 Som L.I. werc in possession of
Point 535,
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the 6 S.A. Armd Div axis further west, (W.Ds., G.3., H.Q. 13 Corps snd H.4.

1 Cdn 4rmd Bde) By first light on 16 Jul the enemy had: abandoned Arezzo and
the whole of 13 Corps began to move forward  (i¥.D., G.3., H.Q. 13 Corps).

most rapid advence was made on the right where 2 Lothiens and infantry elements
of 6 Brit Armd Div pushed through to the Arno River and geized 2 smell bridge-
head south of Castiglion - Fibocchi. (Ibid)

44, On the morning of 16 Jul as infantry patrols reported the enemy
to have pulled out all along the divisional front, 4 Brit Div began to move
forward with three brigedes =and three armoured regiments up. £11 three

. armoured regiments reported good sdvences. 12 Cdn .rmd Rest on the right
moved up their centre line and by last light "CY Sgn and 2 Bedfs-Herts were:
congolidated only two miles short of Pergine. The only opposition had been
mines, demolitions and a moderate amount of shelling and mortering. (Report
on Operations of 12 Cdn Arm@ Regt, 5 Jul - 7 fAug 44) In the centre, "C" oSgn
14 Cdn Armd Regt and the R.W.K. occupied and consolidzted 3an Fanerazio while
"A" 3qn ond 6 B.W. advanced up the 12 Bde axis which was Badiz Agnano,
Capannole, Pogi (sece map “A") (Report on Overations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt,

12 Jun - 17 Jul 44). This force met quite considersble opposition in the form
of shelling, mortaring and long-range M.G. fire, However, they msde good pro-
gress, reaching Badia Agmono which they found unoccupied and pushing straight
on to Castiglione XAlberti, by-passing Capannole. Castiglione was held by ttra
enemy but "L" Sgn end the Black Wetch put in a quick atteck on it and the: - -
Germsns pulled out just as they entered the villare. They had consolidated
the area by 1800 hrs., -That evening 14 Cdn LHrmd Kent's Recce Tp entered
Copannole and found it unoccuried. (Ibid) 11 Cdn ‘frmd Resgt snd 2€ Bde hed
only completed their take-over from the South iLfricons that morning but WAt
Sqn, and 2 Kings were in o position to move forusrd by 1600 hrs (Report on
Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Rest, 1 Jul ~ 21 Jul 44). Their new axic of adverce
was Palazzuolo, Ambra, Cennina, Panzano, lMercatsls,. strzight north to the ro=zd
Junection 1000 yards southwest of Montevarchi and thence: northwest across
country to Ricasoli (seo map "A") (Ibid). "A" Sqn and 2 Kings ret no opposi-
tion except light shelling and a certain number of mines and demolitions.

That night they harboured in Galastrons (see map "im™) (Ibidl. xv)

45, ., The enemy continued his withdrewel during the night 16/17 Jul
leaving only rearguards and demolition parties to slow ur the fllied sdvsnce.

6 Brit Armd Div mainteined and reinforced their bridgehesd over theé wrno but

as they tried to expand it to the north andwest they ran into very hesvy
opposition (W.D., G.S., H.%e 13 Corps, 17 Jul 44), On the 4 Brit Div front
the steady asdvance continued against.rather light oprosition. On the right

"C" Sgn 12 Cdn bhrmd Regt and- infantry elements of '10 Bde pussed through Pergine
without opposition and continued on up the centre line. This now pnssed- throuch
Montozzi, La Querce and on up Route €9 to Montevarchi and Sgn Giovanni,
Numerous mines were encountered but no infantry opposition wes met until La
Querce. This wes overcome and the town weas congolidated by last light. (Report
on Operations of 12 Cdn 4rmd Regt, 5 Jul -~ 7 hug 44) Thet evening 'B" Sgn 12
Cdn 4rmd Regt, after supporting their infantry up on to Route 69, swung baek
down to Monte ssn Savino and up 14 Cdn Armd Regt's centre line to a harbour
area about & thousand ysrds south of Pogi. This switch was ordered because it
was next to impossible to move tanks north-west from Lz Querce for an attack on
Montevarchi,. Route 69 (what was left of it) wes under direct observation of
the enemy guns north of the Arno and any movement of tanks brought down deva-
stating fire; off-roaed going was impossible for armour due to the extremely
rugeed nature of the country. 14 Cdn Armd Regt and 12 Bde in the centre wers
now out of the running sas the brigades to the right and left had begun to con-
verge to their front. (Report on Operations of 14 Udn Armd Regt, 12 Jun-

17 Jul 44)

45, During the 17th the infantry and ammour held their previous
day's positions in the general area of Castigliocne Alberti; the infentry
petrolled into Pogi end Bueine snd found them unoccupied. That evening the

(xv) W.D., 11 Cdn ~rmi Regt, 16 Jul 44, says that "A" Sgn end 2 Kings
only got as far s Cennina and harboured there for the night.
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armour began to concentrate in Capannole. (Ibid) On the left, "B" Sgqn 11 Can
Armd Regt and 2 dom L:I. passed through "4i" Sqn ond 2 King *nd entered .
Mercotale without opposition (Report on Operastions of 11 Cdn JSrmd Regt,l Jul-
21 Jul 44), They at once pushed on, but the road north from Mercatale was
thoroughly demolished and very little progress was made. Thet night the force
harbourcd at the road junction only 600 yards north of the town. (Ibid)

47. On 18 Jul the advence continued on all sectors but with even
greater difficulty. 6 Brit Armd Div were now working north-west down the
right bank of the Arno. They were meeting increzsing opposition and were
running the gauntlet of the enemy's guns on the high ground to the north. (9¥.D.,
H.Qs 1 Cdn Armd Bde) On the extreme left of the 13 Corps sector & Ind Div end
1 A.G.R.A. wore beginning to concentrate scuth and west of Siena (¥W.D., G.3.,
H.Q. 13 Corps, 18 Jul 44)., 4 Brit Div now ‘had only two infantry brigades and
two armourad reglments forward, 10 Bde and 12 Cdn Armd Regt right snd 28 Bde
and 11 Cdn LArmd Regt left., 12 Cdn Armd Regt had found it impossible to get
their tanks forward from La Querce and so 10 Bde now determined to swing west
and attack Montevarchi from the scuth. Accordingly on the morning of the 1€th
two troops of "B" Sqn 12 Cdrn 4rmd Regt, who had harboured the previous night
south of Fogi, joined forces with 1/6 Surreys and moved west and then north
into Monteverchi. Large numbers of mines had to be lifted but otherwise the
force had little difficulty in entering the town, which they did at 1400 hre.
(W.D., 12 Cdn ~Armd Regt) A considerable number cof snipers had to be dealt
with however, and the town was not completely clesred until midnlght (W.D.,
Hego 1 Cdn nrmd Bde).

48. On the left, "B" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and 2 Som L.I. 'alsp ad-
vanced on the morning of the 18th end reached san Tumme without opposition.
From here their supporting s.P. battery began shelling Ricasoli which was known
to be strongly held. (W.D., 11 Cdn srmd Regt) Two trcops of tanks and two
companies of 2 Jom L.I. succeeded in working their way forward across country
to pesitions only some 600 yarda soubh-ecst of Ricascli during the afterncon.
They were met by very heavy M.G. and morter fire. One troop end one compsny
were forced to withdraw but the other infantry compsny mensged to diz in- and
they and their tanks consolidated their positions for the night. (Ibid) 4t
0800 hrs, 19 Jul, "B" ogn 12 Cdn 4irmd Regt, now in support of 2 D.C.L.I., moved
off from Montevarchi to attack Ricasoli from the east, This force was met by
very heavy fire of all kinds including A.I. One tank was holed and one rolled
over on the treacherous ground. The opposition showed every sign of being
strong and the-comuander of 10 Bde decided to .pass "A" 3gn 12 Cdn Armd Rezt
end 1/6 Surreys through "B" Sqn and 2 D.C.L.I. and let them take on the job.
(Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armi Regt, 5 Jul - 7 Aug 44) In the mesntin:,
the 5.P batteries with both 10 and 22 Bdes continued to hammer Ricasoli.

The latter brigade and 11 Cdn Armd Regt did not meke any advance during the
day. (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt) Thet night infantry patrols reported the enemy
to be withdrawing from Ricasoli and shortly after first light (20 Jul) "B

Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt snd 2 Som L.I. roved in and occupied the town, opposed
only by mines and light shelling (W.D., H.§. 1 Cdn Armd Bde). "A" Sgn 12

Cdn Lrmd Regt and 1/6 Surreys then passed through Ricasoli and pushed on to-
wards San Giovanni, moving across country to the left of Route 69 (Ibid),

The ground wes extremely difficult, being very rocky ‘and mountainous, but with
the inveluable assistance of a sub-section of 1 Cdn £81t Tp C.h.c.( vi who
literally blasted a way for the tanks, the force gained about 2500 yards be-

+ fore nightfall (W.D., 1 Cdn Aslt Tp G.A.C., 22 Jul 44)., "A" 3gn had assisted
the Surreys in dislodging two parties of enemy infantry from hill fesatures
where they had been left to protect the withdrawal, (Report on Operstions of
12 Cdn Armd Regt, 5 Jul - 7 Luz 44)

(xvi) 1 Cdn 481t Tp C.A.C. was formed on 1 Jun 44 to carry out
engineer duties with 1 Cdn Armd Bde. The troop consisted
of 2 officers and 84 other ranks, all C.:..C, personnel
who were given additional trdlning in demolitions, mine
and booby trap removal and keeping tanks mobile, Sub-
sectiong were attached to esch of the armoured regiments
of 1 Cdn Armd Bde. (W.D., 1 Cdn 4slt Tp C.L.C., 1, 2 Jun
and 17 Jul 44)
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49, On 19 Jul word had been received thet 1 Cdn 4rmd Ble was to be
. relieved by 25 Army Tk Bde and was to pass under command 8 Ind Div in the

Siena area (#.D., H.Q, 1 Cdn 4rmd Bde). 14 Cdn Armd Regt, who were concen-
trated in Capasnnole, moved across during the day of 20 Jyl, The North Irish
Horse relieved 1l Cdn Armd Regt in their positions around Ricsscli con the
evening of 21 Jul and the letter concentrated with H.Q. 1 Cdn irmd Bde in.the
neighbourhood of Palazzuolo thet night (Ibid). They moved off together st
0100 hrs, 22 Jul, and reached their destination withcut mishap the same
morning, 14 Cdn irmd Regt had already tied in with 19 Ind Inf Bde west of
Colle 4i Val d'Elsa (see map "B") and were prepsred to support them in an
attack north of Certalde the following day. (Ibid) 11 Cdn irmd Regt was now
with 17 Ind Inf Bde just south of Colle di Val d'Elsa (Ibid). 12 -Cdn Armd
‘Regt remained with 4 Brit Div and continued to support them until relieved on
22 Jul {Report on Operaticns of 12 Can irmd Rept, 5 Jul - 7 4ug 44). On
being relieved, this regiment first concentrated in the srea of Mercutale and
%hen ?n 24 Jul moved west to San Giorgic (see map "B") in the 8 Ind Div srea
Ibid).

50, 2 N.Z. Div and 8 Ind Div had rclieved the Corps Expediticnnaire
Francais on the night 21/22 Jul (W.D., G.o., H.2. 13 Corps, 22 Jul 44).

Their task was to clesr the enemy from his positions in the high ground scuth
of the fLrno River bstween Florence and Empoli (see mep "B"). 2 N.Z. Div were
on the right and € Ind Div cn the left; 8 Ind Div were to edvance with 21 Ind
Inf Bde and 12 Cdn Armd Regt right and 19 Ind Inf Bde end 14 Cdn Armd Regt
left., 17 Ind Inf Bde and 11 Cdn frmd Regt were to remain in reserve in the
area of Colle 41 Val @'Elsa. "C" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt wss to be temporarily
attached to 21 Ind Inf Bde pending the arrivel in the area of 12 Cdrn Armd Regt.
(W.De, HeGe 1 Cdn Lsrmd Bde) 8 Ind Div's boundaries were: right, main roed
from Barberino (see map "B") to the Fesa River and down the Fesa to its junction
with the 4rnc (exclusive to 8 Ind Div); left, the River Elsa to its junction
with the Arno (inclusive to 8 Ind Div) (Report cn Operations of 14 Cdn Armd
Regt, 21 Jul - 30 Nov 44).

' : 51, At first light on 23 Jul, "«" and "B" ogns 14 Cdn ~rmd Regt moved
' off with 1 A, & S, H, and 6/13 R.F,T, iiif respectively; ".i" Sqn and 1 A. & c.H.

were in the lead, They passed through Certaldo, which was not held, and pushed
north asgeinst light opposition. By last light "4" ogn end 1 4. & 3.H. had cap-
tured Oliveto and were bringing fire to bear on the Castelfiorentino ridee,
while "B" Sqn and 6/13 R.F.F. Rif were consclidated in the general area of
Petrazzi (sec map "B"), (W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Jul 44) On the right, "C"
Sqn 14 Cdrn ~rmd Regt and 1 Mahrattas cleared Barberino and made contact with
the Now Zeslanders on their right, The latter had captured the town of Strada
end the two forces now converged on Tavarnelle (see map "B")., The town fell
about mid-day. Opposition was rezlly very light but the enemy now began to
shell the right sector fairly heavily and this continued all the rest of the
day (Ibid). With the New Zealenders firm in Strads, "C" Sqn.and 1 Mehrattas
were nble to move north-west to attack Marciella, However, when they reached
a point about 1500 ‘yards short of this towm the shellfire became so intense
that the infantry werc compelled to dig in (Ibid). This force did not move
on sgain until the afterncon of the following day (24 Jul) as they were waiting
for'l R.#.K, on their left, When they entered Marcislla at 1300 hrs, 24 Jul,
they found it unoccupied (Ibid). The advance continued but progress north
of Marcialle became extremely difficult due to inasdequete roads and to mines
and demolitions., They were finslly halted altogether at a point sbout 2000
yerds east of Lucardc by very heavy fire from the right flenk (Ibid). On the
left "A" Sqn and 1 A. & S.H. also accomplished little, The tanks spent the.
greater pert of the day preparing a crossing over the stream to their front
and in the afterncon they supported a company of infantry across the stream znd
on to the Castelfiorentino ridge. (¥W.D., H.J: 1 Cdn fxrmi Bde) '

S2. On 25 Jul, "C" Sgn supported 1 Mchrattas into Lucardo and pushed
north against stiffening opposition, Civilians now reported that the enemy
were holding Montespertoli in strength. Opposzition still consisted chiefly of
large numbers of mines and demclitions and a considersble amount of shelling.
Castelfiorentino had meanwhile been occupied by 1 4. & 3.H. but no further
progress was made a8 tMe remainder of the day was spent in lifting mines,
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(Ibid, and W.D., 14 Udn “rnmd Regt) Both infontry brigsdes sdvanced on the .
26th, with the tanks following on behind es best- they could over the in=-

creasingly difficult ground. Apart from the interminable mines (Teller,
anti-personnel and Schu) only rather light infantry oppeosition was met and

by last light "C" Sqn 3/15 Punjabis and 1 Mehrattes were 2ll within about

1000 yards of Mbntespertoli' "A" and "B" Sgns had supported 19 Ind Inf Bde

forwerd and into Cambiano and S, Antonio (sec map "B") (W.D., 14 Cdn Armd

Regt). During the night 26/27 Jul, 12 Cdn «¥rid Regt moved up on the right

to support 21 Ind Inf Bde, thus nllowing "C" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt to return

to 19 Ind Inf Bde (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn irmd Bde),

53. 12 Cdn jSrmd Regt and 21 Ind Inf Bde advancsd topether at first
light 27 Jul, only to find that the enemy had broken contact during the night.
lhnteapertoli was not held and they did not regain contect until ocognzno

(see map "B") some miles to the north., (#.D., H.Q. 1 Cin 4rmd Bde) This op-
position was easily overcome cnd infentry =nd tanks pushed on together. They
were less troubled by mines ond demclitions than previously and by last light
they had taken up positions together scme 2000 yards north of Bottinaccio.
(WoDs, 12 Cdn Armd Regt) On the left "B" Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and R.F.F. Rif
occupied Msndorli and 1 A. & 5. He édvanced about 2000 yerds north of Cambiano,
Opposition was negligible but movement of tenks wes still difficult due to
mines and demolitions (Report cn Operations of 14 Cdn Jrmd Regt 21 Jul - 30 Nov
44), 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 21 Ina Inf Bde contented themselves with consclideting
their positions cn 28 Jul zs they were far rhesd of the New Zezldners on the
right end of 19 Ind Inf Bde on the left. (¥.D., HiQ. 1 Cdn Armd Bde),

54, 14 Cdn srmd Regt and 19 Ind Inf Bde made excellent progress on the
28th, being opposed only by shellfire, This, however, becnme so severe to-
wards noon thet air support was called down to deel with it; the edvance havirg
been so repid thet 8 Ind Div ertillery wes cut of range (Report on Operaticns
of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Jul - 30 Nov 44), At 1230 hrs the enemy guns to the
north ond north-cast were strafed and dive-bombed by 48 Spitfires with such
good eoffect thet the enemy shelling all but ceased and the 19 Bde advence was
.able to continue (Ibid). By last light 1 4. & 5. H, menaged to get a fighting
patrol into Empoli where they clashed with sn enemy resrgusrd cnd took two
priscners (Ibid). On the right 12 Cdn ~rmd Regt had attempted to support
some infantry of 21 Bde in an atteck across the Pesa River just below
Canigliolo but very hesvy fire had been met from the hith ground to the north-
east and the attack had been called off (Zeport on Operaticns of 12 Cdn Armd
Regt, 5 Jul = 7 iug 44). s

i At first light on 29 Jul "4i" ogn 14 Cdn Armd Regt moved forward to
positions overloocking Empoli end supported 1 A.&3.H. in an attack tc out-flank
thet town on the left (W,D., H.Q. 1l Cdn Armd Bde). The tanks neutrzlized tho
moderate amount of M.,G. fire in the eastern cutskirts of Empoli end the in-
Tantry had no difficulty in occupying positions commending the lrxno River
(Ibid). = Continued patrolling on both 21 and 19 Bde sectors now indicated
?hat ghe enemy had withdrown all but rear-guards to the north bank of the Arno
Ibid ).

56. On the right, 2 N.Z, Div had met very strong oppesition from the
high ground in the area of S. Michele (see map "B") and had suffered quite
heavily both in infantry and temnks. ' (Report on Operstions of 12 Cdn /irml Regt,
7 ing - 15 Dec 44) The task of 8 Ind Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde was now largely
accomplished as, although there were still some enemy troops on the left bank
of the Arno, the Indian infantry and Canadian tanks none the less commanded

the river, It now remained for an. advance on the New Ze:uland sector to bring
them too up to the line of the Arno. When this waes accomplished the approaches
to Florence would be clear, (Ibid) 4An attack was planned for 2300 hrs

1l dug 44. The New Zealanders' final objective wss the high ground Pian Dei
Cerri (see map "B"). When this was secured 12 Cdn Armd Regt and 21 Ind Inf Bis
were to attack across the Pesc River just north of Geppetto (see map "B"),
seize and secure positions two miles south-esnst cf Montelupo and act =s left
flank protection for the New Zealanders (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn LZrmd Bde, 1 Aug 44).
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7. The New Zealand attack of the night 1/2 i#ug was successful and at
0500 hrs, 2 Aug, "A" and "B" Sgns 12 Cdn &rmd Regt supported 6§ R.W.K. end
1 Mohrettns across the Pesa in the area of Ginestra (see map "B"), seized the
villege and consolidetedthe high ground beyond, Neither force met much opposi-
tion and although they were quite heavily shelled on their objectives no counter-
attacks came in. (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt,. 5 Jul - 7 Aug 44)
That evening it was decided that 21 Ind Inf Bde should continue to operate on
the right bank of the Pesa River and so 17 Ind Inf Bde and 11 Cin Armd Regt
were brought forward during the night 2/3 Lug., "C" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt and
3/15 Punjabis were thus relieved and orossed over the Pesa; command of the
central sector of 8 Ind Div's front passed toc 17 Ind Inf Bie. The relief was
without incident. (Ibid) The next few days were rather uneventful; this was
perticularly true for 1 Cadn irmd Bie. Therc wn8 a general enemy withdrawel on
3 aug and during the night 3/4 Aug elements of 12 Cdn Armd Regt ond 21 Ind In?
Bie were ablc to seize Inno, Melmantile and Bricoli (see may "B") mecting only
minor oppositicon (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Arymd Regt, 5 Jul - 7 sAug 44).
For the rest, the three armoured regiments simply held ecounter-attack positicns
- gnd occasionelly did a little firing if called upen to dc 8o by the infantry
who shifted or improved their positions slightly from time to time as they
gradually geined completé control of the south: bank of the Arno, (Ibid)

58. L large scale re-shuffle was now teking plsce in Eighth Army prior
te an attock on Florence (W.Ds,, G.3., H.%. 15 Corps and H.Q: 1 Cdn /rmd Bde).
This wes to involve 1 Cdn Div, € Ind Div, 2 N.Z. Div, 6 South african Lrmi Div,
4 Brit Div znd 1 Brit Div. The object, of course, was to deceive the enemy as
to the actusl intenticn on the Italien frort (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn ~rmd Bde,
fugust 1944), Many of the some methods were adorpted os those used by Eighth
Lxrmy prior tc the csssult on the Gustsv Line in May- 1944: wireless silence was
strictly enfcrced prior to gll moves; unit signs and cesignations were removed;
the forwerd movement ¢f vehicles took plece =t rnight without lights and the
backward movenent by dey, or the reverse depending on whet impression cne was
anxious to creste (Ibid). The enemy was thrown into z considerable state of
auncertainty which wnd nade manifeat by his sudden eagerness to obtain priscners;
80 great was his desire for them that he began offering a cash prize plus an
Iron Cross Second-Class for esch Allied scldier eaptured (Ibid, 6 Lug 44).

59, As part of this deception scheme 1 Cdn Div was brought up from the
1 Cdn Corps concentration area in the Volturno Valley and c¢oncentrated with

21 Brit drmy Tk Bde in the general area of oiena (W.D., G.5., H& . 13 Corps,

2 Aug 44), On 5 Aug 2 Cdn Inf Bde relieved 5 N.Z. Bde in the southern ocutskirts
of Florence and 11 Cdn Armd Regt joined them there, passing under cormand

1 Cdn Div or-arrival. One squadron of 12 Cin Armi Regt took over 11 Cdn srmd
Regt's supporting role with 17 Ind Inf Bde (Ibid., and W.D., H.Q.1 Cin Armi Lle,
5 Aug 44). At 0230 hrs 7 Aug, 2 N.Z. Div relieved 8 Ind Div, The latter and

1 Cdn Armd Ble (less 11 Can Armd Regt) began concentrating in the general ares
of Greve south of Florence (W.D., H.3. 1 Cdr srmd Bde). The same evening
orders were received from 13 Corps for 17 Ind Inf Bde to relieve 2 Cdn Inf Bde
in the scuthern outskirts of Florence; 11 Cdn Armi Regt were to remain in
position end revert to under command 17 Ind Inf Bde (Ibid). 8 Ind Div and

1 Cdn Arml Bde were complete in the new area by 9 Aug with H.Q. 1 Cdn LZrmd Bde
et Viciomeggic (Ibid).

60. Considerable trcuble had been experienced from civilien snipers in
the southern cutskirts of Florence. The city was a Fascist stronghold and lsrge
numbers of men, women and children were snipingz snd throwing grenades from win-
dows, (W.D., &.d., Heie 13 Corps, 8, 11 iug 44) However, most of these had
been rounded up by 2 Cin Inf Bde and the zrec was pretty guiet by the time 8 Ind
Div took over (Ibid, 13 Aug 44) 11'Cdn Arnd Regt had taken little part in
this activity, having been held in a counter-sttack role in the suburbs (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 hAug 44). Patrols had been scross the Arnc both east ond
west of Florence without meking contact with the enemy but any attempt to get
across in the city itself was met with instant and hesvy M.G, fire which could
not easily be neutralized as shelling was forbidden in order thet the city

might be damaged as little as possible (W.D., G.3., H. . 13 Corps, 6 iug 44),
The services of the Brigade moved into the concentraticn area north of Creve on
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9 sug and by lest light all of 1 Cdn ~rmd Bie less 11 Cdn 4rmd Regt were har- .
boured in this maintenance ares (W.D., H.. 1 Cdn ..rmd Bde, 9 iug 44). (xvii)

6l. For the naxt two weeks 14 Cdin ~rmd Regt was engaged in tank main-
tenence =nd clean-up, relieved by recreation and reloxetion (¥.D., 14 Cén ..rmi
Regt, 10 iug 44). Unit transport wes errenged for deily visits by ell renks tc
3ienna., Meanwhile the officers were kept busy with the deteiled arrengements
for a proposed “set piece" attack across the iArnc between Le Sieci and
Pontassieve (et 917687, sbout two miles west cf the latter town). Although in-
fantry patrols tc the Arno had indicated thet the immediate river line wsa not
strongly held, it was not known what might be encountercd in the hills cn the
other side, and preparations were made for every eventuality., (Repcrt on Opera-
tions of 14 Cdn ~rmi Regt, 21 Jul - 30 Nov 44) (xviii)

62. For 12 Cdn armd Regt, this move was tc mark the beginning of an
even longer reat period. From 7 Jug to 3 Oct 44, the regiment was in 13 Corps
reserve. (Report on Operstions of 12 Cin 4rmd Rect, 7 Aug - 15 Dec 44) This
was the lcngest pericd cut of acticn they hed had since the landing in 3icily.
Extensive manintenance and inspection precgremmes were carried cut and all renks
were given short leave to Rome., The 12 Cdn Armd Regt war diary contains the
following deseription cf the type of country in which this pericd was spent:

(The regiment) ... 18 now parked in the pine
hills ‘to the scuth and east of FLORENCE. It is

- a rough and ragged greoup cf hills, scraggly,
stony mounteins cut and lacerated by dry river
beds and empty gorges. The hillsidss lock barren
and starved, & short pipe grasss, turning brown,
covers the ground thinly where the bare rock
does not show thru, The steep valleyesides are
covered with midget spruce, only their tops have

(xvii) The 14 Cdn Jformd War Diary for 8 Aug rscords this story of the move
to their rest area:

For the moment manoeuvre took the place of fighting,

" and much of the units time wes expended in jockeying
from position to position. Trecks and wheels ccom-
pleted & journey over jammed reads reduced to white
powdered dust, to arrive at regimentzl area 803552.
Here we might stay a dey or a menth. Ve assumed the
latter, and in doing sc marked cut a further step in
the regimental 1life since Sicily, On this dote
vetaran officers reminded themselves thet a year ago
they were almest cating out of the hand (sic) and
carryving cut 0400 hr stend-tos, ncw applied them-
selves rigging up an indoor mess. After a scurrying
hour of voluntary homemsking - sweeping, picture-
hanging, wine-hunting, fly-screcning, redio-installing,
furniture-moving, rug-laying, everycne slumped intc
chairs to view the magic scene.

(W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt, & hug 44)

(xviii) The unit was at this time under command 8 Ind Div,
The war diary for 18 Aug notes!

The C.0, ..., announced that 8 Indian was now under
commend Sth Army. Repeated attachments had so jaded
the sense of relationship that this news was offered
end accepted with scarcely the batting of an eye.

(7.D., 14th Cdn Armd Regt, 18 Zug 44).
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the green branches, and they are freckled

" with brewn spots. Over the backs of the
hills, these dried cut evergreens thin end

. 8tand alone and apart from cne encther.
With the femiliar Italian stone houses,
usually red roofed, it gives the impression
of a hard country. It does remind cne g
bit of the rugred cocuntry of northern
Ontario at the hesd of the lakes.

(W.D., 12 Can Armd Regt, & Aug 44)

During their rest pericd, the regiment moved a number <f times - on 25 Lug
from 3trede to Sendrea, on 3-Sep to Torre a Cone and on 13 Sep acrcss the
arno to Quintele. e

63, Meanwhile fucust was a month of considerable activity for 11 Can
~rml Regt., on 10 fug "B' and "C" 3qns moved into forward pogitions to shell
the main rcutes leeding north out of Florence (W.D., H.§. 1 Cdn .Jomd Bde,

10 Jug 44). On severasl occasions the regiment sent out a troop of tanks with
en infontry conipeny to deal with enemy prtrols reported on the south side of
the river. Contact was not established, although a few cusualties resulted
from enemy mortaring. (Report on Operstions of 11 Cdn frmd Rect, 23 Jul - .
30 Nov 44) At first light on 11 Aug white flags were seen flying ncrth of °
the Arno River in the @ity of Florence, Fartisan patrols reported that 4 Para
Div hed withirawn to the northern suburbs durinz the night: Immedistely focd
and water was carried scross the river to the starving populaticn in the main
part of the city. The southern part of the city was taken over by the
Civilian Committee of Liberation under the supervision of A.M.G. (¥.D., HSA.
1l Cdn Armd Ble, 11 aug 44) . p

64. Cn 14 Aug, 1 Brit Div relieved € Ind Div, 1 Cdn Armd Bde was at
this time split up snd used as corps troops. 11 Cdn srm3 Regt ceme under
command 1 Brit Div with its squadrons in support of infantry brigedes., 12 Cdn
Armd Regt remainéd under commend 1 Gin Arml Bde.as corps reserve, 14 Cdn °
Armd Regt reverted to command of € Ind Div with its squsdrons slso supporting
infantry bricsdes,  (W.D,, H.G. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 15 fug 44) On 17 Aug "A" Sgn
11 Cdn ~rml Regt passed under commend 2 Brit Inf Ble, and one troop moved with
them into Florsnce. These were the first troops to ercss the Arno into the
city. (W.D., 11 Can Armd Regt, 17 fug 44) The intention at this time was to
"ease" the enemy out of Florence with a minimum of fishting in order that the
city should be damaged as little as possible. The tanks were forbidden to

use their 75s in the central part of the city. They were essentislly a
ccunter-attack force with the seccndery task of seining and passing back as
mach information as possible, VWith the latter objeet in mind they carried out
numerous reconnaissances in force and also assisted the infantry and Partisans
in cleanins up M.G. posts and snipers within the city. . Large numbers of the
latter, both German and Italian, were still active and the populatiocn as a
whole were by nc means helpful. = (Report on Operstions of 11 Cdn Armd Regt,
23 Jul = 30 Nov 44)

65. On 21 /fug 44 Lt.-Col. R.L. Purves, C.0., 11 Cin Arml Regt, went to
HeQe 1 Cdn Armd Bde as temporary Bde Comd during the absence of Brig W.C.Murphy
{(#.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Aug). "B" and "C" Sgns of 11 Cdn Lrmd Regt moved
back to the area of La Cuculia where they did two days' training with 66 Brit
Inf Bde, a new and totally inexperience? brigade of 1 Brit Div (Report on
Operaticns of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Jul - 30 Nov 44), On 23 sug, 66 Brit Inf
Bde started to move into Florence and two days later were joined. by "C" Sgn

11 Cdn Armd Regt (W.D., 11 Cdin Arnd Regt, 25 Aug 44). Our tanks continued in
their holding and counter-attack role and also helped the infantry by clearing
M.G. posts and reinforcing patrols (Regort on Operations of 11 Cdn srml Reg},
23 Jul = 30 Nov 44).

66. ¢ On 21 sug Tec H.Q. 14 Cdn Armd Regt and three fighting squadrons
moved forward to 19 Inf Bde at Bagno a Ripoli. TFour days later, two battalicns
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of 17 Ind Inf Bde crossed the Arnc river unopposed., "C% 3gn 14 Can fLrmd
Regt forded the river about two miles west of Pontassieve., An advance of .
'~ gome 2,000 yerds ur into the high ground tc the north of the river was made
with v»ry little difficulty and the bridgehead was consclideted while sup-
plies and supporting arms were brought up. (“eport on Opersticns of 14 Cdn
Armd Regt, 21 Jul = 30 Nov 44) On 26 Aug "i" Sgn crosSed the river in sup-
port of 19 Ind Inf Bde cn the left sector of the 8 Ind Div front., The
country was of the most rugged possible nature and any mcvement of armour
promised to be extremely difficult. "Ground", as the 34 Cdn Armd Regt War
Diary observed on 30 Aug "was the chief enemy to the tenks". At first light
of 27 fug, our troops of "A" Sgn set out with a squadron of 6 Lencers (Recce)
to contact 6 Brit Armd Div on the right. The progress of the tsnks was found
tc be extremely slow, however, due o demolitions, and the country became
increasingly mountainous as they pushed up the lower reaches cf the oieve
River. Infsntry patrollirg snd tank rcute reccmnaissance ccntinued for
several days but there wss no further movement of armour till 29 sug when "C"
3qn supported 1 R.F. end 1/5 R.G.R. (Royal Gurkha Rifles) in seizing the grea
of Montefiesole, about 3 miles north of Pontassieve, ageinst heavy M.G. and
mortar fire, Patrols on the night 31 Aug - 1 Sep confirmed that the enenmy
had withdrawn approximately 10,000 yards north of the Arnmo (Ibid).

;ﬁ' On 3 Aug 44 "4" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt and elements of 2 Brit Inf
Bde moved to the northern suburbs of Florence to take up positions (W.D.,
11 Can Armd Regt, 31 Aug 44), The city itself was almost cleared by this
time (Report on Operstions of 11 Can Armd Regt, 23 Jul - 30 Nov 44), For
several succeeding days the squadron perticipated in reconnaissances in force.
On 1 Sep "B" 3Xn crossed the Arno, pessed under command 3 Brit Inf Ble and
took up positions in the north-east outskirts of the city.. The next after-
noon two trocps engaged targets cn M, oenario, Direct hits were cbserved on
'?nem33occupied rositions and two concrete M.G. emplacements were destroyed.
Ibid g

68. The mepth of August closcd with 1 Cidn Armd Bde in a semi-static
state in the Florence Area (W.D., 1 Cdan Armd Bde, 31 “ug 44), Casualties of
the two regiments committed during the operctinns of the last ten days of the
month (11 Cin Armd Regt and 14 Cdn Arm? Reot) had been very light (Ibid).

The Brigade war diary speaks of "no feeling of disappointment at being left
out of the Adriatic operaticn" (the assault on the Gothic Line that was being
mounted by 1 Cdn Corps), singe the brigade had been in almost continuous
action since 11 May 44 (Ibid). (1 Cidn Armd Ble's part in the operations that
led to the bresking of the Gothic¢ Line are described irn the final report in
the series of which the present report forms Fart II,)

69, This report was drafted by Capt. R.T. Currelly, who served with
1 Cdn Fd Hyst Sec in Italy during the operaticns described, and was revised

and completed by Capt. R.T. McKenzic.
5%637’ 41/:6iw /45(,»

f’( (C.P. Stacey) Cclonel
Director, Historical Section
Canedien Military Headquerters



S S — e ——

OPERATIONS OF

| CDN ARMD BDE

2l JUN —21 JUL 44

\ A
MERCATALE \
G.L.,..,.‘f’~o_ o
L]
panzano O g
cAP

CENNINA

16 JULY PP OTErane

ASTIGLIONE
ALBERTI

\

BADIA ACNANO

1 : c:vn&i.u

AmBRA O
\
\
MIGLL

.

@ Qommmzo
- m%mo
VE lNllNl
Pat.u:uou.o l

MONTE S.SAVI \{
16 JULY (4 JULY

0
JUL oLiveto O

ROUTE OF 14 CON ARMD RECT

2t 1

g
o b %

\m@!

TEGOLITO l

\ Pmub

POZ Zog

1
ao0t®
Mncuuo
LUCIGNANOC
YARDS 1000 O | 2 3 4 s 6 7 BMILES
LEGEND
ALL ROUTES SHOWN FOLLOW ROADS
-D——0 ROUTE OF II CON ARMD RECT
@——@- ROUTE OF IZ CON ARMD RECT

i
o 1
1L
1

gk %

\
\
(D

g FOI&N
\ \

FQC:A

CIGN&NO

_.(‘mumﬂ
'.

VALl

OO
\

| _JULY

O peTRIGNANO

\--.

1
1
\

D))

N\

LACO

&




e —

MAP mRn

OPERATIONS OF | CDN ARMD BDE
22 JUL - 8 AUG 44

sioqge L § 3 4 3 gwues :
),
J_\“/ /°'-° "'";f-’-mwm

N

MALMANTILE

EMPOLI ) e
O ¥z ac)
D CANIGLI NESTRA oS-MICHELE
‘Ps I ,@ % P'PETTO

BOTTINACCIO \

®
\ MANDORLI \

AN ls ANTONIO

CASTELFIORENTINO O\ ‘
o

PETRA?O \

LEGEND

ALL ROUTES SHOWN FOLLOW ROADS

__@@__ ROU'TEW‘SQN
4 CON ARMD RECT

__@_@__ RWTEWBSQN
CDNAMW
=1 = ROUTE 'C’ SON
-©'®- I4CDNMREGT
-...._@__ ROUTE OF 12 CDN
ARMD REGT
W POSITION OF 11
CDN ARMD REGT

OLLE DI VAL D'ELSA




