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. the weight, brought down agrinst it, the line rmust be firmly

held,

g S In reporting progress made in the huge task of
packing new fighting formations and more armour into the
confined area at his disposal, General Montgomery said that
the British Army now had eight divisions en shore, and two
nore in ships waiting to land, By the morrow, Lt-Gen

. Dempsey should have a total of ten divisions and six armoured

brigades, with a strength of some 1600 tanks, Lt-Gen
Bradley had 11 divisions, with two more about to disembark,

- By the following day he would thus have 13 divisions and

about 850 tanks, Within the next 24 hours, therefore, the
Allied armies should have 23 divisiona,_the six armoured

- brigades and some 2400 tanks.,

6. These forces outnumbered the seven panzer or

panzer grenadier and 12 infantry divisions which the enenmy
had deployed or in reserve opposite to us. It was estimated,
the C.-in-C., continued, that in these 19 divisions he had

no more than 650 tanks, about half of which weré Mark IV,

the rest being for the most part Panthers, - He pointed out
the significant fact that the Germans had been unable to bring
in their infantry to relicve their armoured divisions in

the line, He did not consider that all the formations now
opposed to the Army Group were good ones, although 1'8.,S,,
28.S8., 2, 12 and 21 Panzer and 346 and 353 Infantry Divisions
could be thus classified., The important thing at the

moment was that three of them, the first two and the last,
were being held in reserve, General Montgomery appreciated
that the Germans were strengthening their front against
Second British Army, and by their dispositions; scemed ready
to give ground to ¥ﬁe south before the Amasricans, ;

T3 From now on, thé C.-=in-C. warned his cormmanders,

the utmost tactical care-must be observed, and no detail
overlocked in getting ready for every operation, They were
Heading for a "showdown", Their attacks would require to b=
carefully co-ordinated and they rust leave nothing undone to
ensure that whatever ground they took, they held, It was his
hope to induce the Boche to do battle about Caen. Operations
would require the greatest and most efficient use of fire-
power, both from the ground and from the air, and movement in
the attack must be kept close up behind the fire, Their
attacks were also to be launched in sufficient depth to make
certain of mopping up, and all the arrangements made qulckly
in order to receive and to repel the enemy's counter-attacks.
It was an important point that they make sure of dealing
swiftly and effectively with hostile batteries through close
co=operation with the Tactical Air Force.

85 In conclusion, the C.-in-C. stated that in view of
the set-back caused by the storm, our limited reinforcement
and the eneny's stand before Caen, the first necessity was

to bring Sccond British Army up to full strength, and to
secure the space in which to-concentrate another army, In
view of these circumstances, he said that it might well be
the middle of July before the process of bringing in the
Canadian Army could be completed, After the conference,
Lt-Gen Crerar in conversation with the C.-in-C. mentioned his
disappointment at the delay, although rccognizing that the
reasons for it were well founded. General Montgomery observed
that he had reached his decision that morning because he

considered it essential that one army and one army commander should

carry out the initial expansion of the bridgehead before another
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higher formation could be brought in. .(Ibid) - | =
9. At a subsequent meeting on the morning of 24 Jun

at his new Tactical Headquarters near Blay, six miles west

of Bayeux, the C,-in-C. gave further indicestion.of his plans,

more particularly as they affected First Cdn Army., He began

by rehearsing. the difficulties arising from the confinement

forced upon us in front of Caen, but went on to say that his

senior administrative officer, llaj-Gen Graham, had informed

him that while he could not maintain another 5ody of

army troops within the existing area, it would be practical

‘to bring in another corps. The C,«in-C.'s requirement was

for more infantry divisions, and he explained that consequently

Gds and 4 Cdn Armd Divs wouid not come in until the end, He

proposed instead to strengthen 12 Brit Corps by bringing in

53 (Welch) and 59 (Wsst Lancs) Inf Divs only, 43 (Vessex)

Inf Div being allotted to 8 Corps. Following that, he intended

to bring in 2 Cdn Inf Div and H.Q, 2 Cdn Corps and the

ancillary Corps Troops. He had told Lt-Gen Dempsey to

place 3 Cdn Inf Div under 2 Cdn Corps as soon as Lt-Gen

Simonds' Headquarters could take over, thus getting the two

Canadian divisions under their own command, First Cdn Army

and Army Troops would follow when the situation permitted. In

the meantime, and until Caen and the line of the Dives had

been secured, he would require Lt-Gen Dempsey to command

five corps. As soon as possible thereafter, the original

plan would be completed and 1 Brit and .2 Cdn Corps grouped

under Lt-Gen Crerar who would then become responsible

for the Army Group's left sector. At this point Lt-Gen

Crerar repeated his. acceptance of the fact that sound

operational reasons obtained.for the delay in setting up

the Canadian Army, and added that in the circumstances, he

could do no more %han hope for a speedy solution to the

| existing difficulties, '(I%ig). Actually, the implementation
of the C.-in-C,'s plan was to begin almost immediately.

| Lt-Gen Simonds flew over to France on the following day,

| and was to open his Tactical Headquartcrs at Amblie on

| 29 Jun, his Main Headquarters at Camilly a week later.

‘ . (w.D., G.8., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, June-July 1944) I

10. As for Second British Army, the C,-in-C.'s

| intentions followed in the logic of the evident determination
of the Germans to hold Caen at all costs, and from the

‘ frustration of his earlier plan to take the place by wide

outflanking movements across the Orne with 30 Brit Corps
driving south-east from Tilly-sur-Seulles, and 8 Brit Corps
coming down from the north-east after forcing a crossing
below Caen itself, It has been seen (Report No. 147) how
the congestion in the bridgehead east of the river had made
. the necessary deployment impossible, and how 8 Brit Corps

| was brought over to give more weigh% to the right hook
while 1 Brit Corps remained occupied with minor operations

| to secure the Army's left flank. 8 Brit Corps being now

i in the centre, General Montgomery's new plan had been to

] break out through the 3 Cdn Inf Div sector, force the

ﬂ crossings of the Odon and Orne and gain the high ground

J north-east of Bretteville-sur-Laize, thus threatening

the approaches to Caen from the sou%h. Much had been hoped
from that considerable undertaking, although the savage energy
with which the enemy had fought his armoured formations to
hold the fulcrum of Caen gave no promise of easy success,

: The Supreme Commander had assured General Montgomery that
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"~ his fullest demands for wir support would be met, for "whenever
there 1s legitimate opportunity", he had written,!"we must
blast the enemy with everything we have", This would give
Lt-Gen Bradley an opportunity to clear the enemy out of the
Cherbourg Peninsula with all speed and then turn south,

while MQnt%omery had "got the enemy by the throat in the

cast!",” " (Basic Notes for Geéneral Eisenhower's Despatch,

i.as above)

11, ; Though the vell of the weather, still drawn thickly
over the front, preserved the enemy from the discomfiture
of that overwhelming air support for which the C.-in-C. was
ready to ask and the Supreme Cormander so willing to afford,
to General Montgomery the prospects to be opened up by
8 Brit Corps' attack had looked hopeful: "Once it starts"
he wrote to General Eisenhower on 25 Jun, "I will continue to
battle on the eastern flank until one of us cracks, and it will
not be us.,,, If we can pull the enemy on to Second Army",
he added, "it will make it easier for First Army when it
attacks southwards," (Ibid)

1 ST From the point of view of the troops committed,

the C.-in-C.'s tactics in this respect were only too successful,
Taking alarm at this menace against a sector which the

German High Command considered as being of decisive importance
for the entire front, the enemy had reacted with great
'violence, elements of no fewer than eight panzer divisions

being ranged against Second British Army's thrust and 2
desperate endeavour made to cut through the flanks of the
salient and isolate our armour south of the river. The fury

of the enemy's defence had resulted, according to a contemporary
report, in'"the biggest armoured battle of the campaign". 3
(Ibid: "G-2 and G-3 Daily Summaries, 29 Jun), A succession

of hard counter-attacks, prepared with heavy nortar fire but
‘repulsed with severe losses to the enemy in both tanks and
infantry, brought the advance to a standstill, It remained

to consoiidate the positions gained across the Odon and to
regroup before the offensive could be effectively renecwed.

133 Thus by the beginning of July, Lt-Gen Dempsey's
dispositions were still béing hemmed in towards the coast

by the enemy's vigorous claim for the retention of Caen, On
the right 30 Brit Corps kept the flank, north-eastwards from
the junction with First U,.S. Army near Caumont to include the
villages of Hottot, Fontenay-le-Pesnel, and Rauray. 8 Brit
Corps held the salient and the newly-won, frustrated foothold
over the Odon, Farther to the north-east about Caen itself,

1 Brit Corps, ranged in a semi-circle with its left on the
Channel, was resigned to a policy of aggressive defence and to
holding and extending its restricted lodgement across the

Orne. Covering his sector of the front, Lt-Gen Crocker

had 3 Cdn Inf Div deployed on his right north-eastwards from

La Villencuve on the highway between Bayeux and Caen to
Villons-les-Buissons; eastwards to the canal at Blainville

he had 3 Brit Inf Div in the line; east of the river 51
(Highland) Inf Div pricked and prodded the enemy in the vicinity
of Ste Honorine, Rainville and Herouville, while 6 Airborne Div
patrolled the flank to the sea. (AEF 45/21 Army Gp/C/F,

"Docket IV: Notes on the Operations of 21 Army Group; see
also Report No, 147: Appx "J".



o 14, As the naw month opened, the operations of First
U.S.. Ariay on the right wiag had so far culminatéd in the
capture of C!h.e;:r‘r:cm::fgci and while mopping up continued elsewhare

in tbe peninsula, and regrouping was begun, the front
remained substanﬁially along the defensible line secured in
the drive to the sea on 18 Jun. A projected attack southward
by the newly-arrived VIII U.S. Corps, committsd hitherto to

the task of protecting the flank of the operation on Cherbourg,
had to be postponead owing to the bad weather in the Channel,
which in this sector, as everywhere else, had interrupted

the arrival of supplies and ammunition, Thus at the beginning
of July the whole of First U.S, Army was facing southward at
the base of the peninsula preparing to take ths offensive
against an enemy strongly positioned in the thick, bosky
countryside of that part of Normandy, so hampering to nilitary
- operations, with its narrow hedge-lined roads and fields,

its swamps and marshes, and numerous small rivers, On the
right of this powerful Army, VIII Corps was deployed just north
of La Haye du Puits; VII Corps held a narrow sactor astride
the Carentan-Perriers road, on a front two miles south of
Carentan; ' XIX Corps lay within striking distance of the
important road-centre of St I%; and on the laft, V Corps held
a broad sector from Hill 192 to the junction with .Second Army
Just east of Caumont, a2 responsibility enlarged on 1 Jul to
.include the salient as a whole. (AEF/First U.S. Army 'C/F,
DOBket I: Report of Operations, 20 Oct 43 - 1 Aug 443 and
W.”., G.S. Ops, H.,Q, First Can Army, July 1944: Appx 9, Ops Log,
2 Jul 44, Serial 3, Cositintrep No, 59)

51 It was on this right flank that General Montgomery
planned to deprive the enemy of all hope of retrieving the
initiative by a great effort to break open a‘gap pivoting on
 Caumont and extending down to the base of tha.Cotentin
Peninsula at Avranches. Through this gap formations on the
right would deploy into the Brittany Peninsula, and on the left
would sweep widely south, clear of copse 'and hedgerow, into

the mors open districts about Laval, Mayenne, Alencon and Le Mans,
where the American armour could be éeployed fo thréaten the
withdrawal of the enemy formations concentrated about Caen:

for the bridges over the Seine between Paris and the sea had
bzen destroyed from the air, and the C,-in-C, anticipated that
the way of escape would be farther up the river., (Ibid; and
G.0.Ci=in«C,, First Cdn Army, file 1-0: Directive ¥ 505,

from C,«in-C., 21 Atrhy Gp, 30 Jun 44) :

16, The prospects of landing such a blow with decisive
effect on a part of the enemy's line where he was least prepared
to receive it depended upon the success attained by the C.-in-C.
in implementing the strategy on which he was fighting his
battle. He reiterated his conception in a directive to his
army commanders in these terms:

My broad policy, once‘we had secured a firm lodgement
area, has always been to draw the main enemy forces
into the battle on our eastern flank, and to fight
them there, so that our affairs on the western flank

could proceed the easier.

We have been very successful in this policy. Cherbourg
has fallen without any interference from enemy resérvss
brought in from other areas: the First US Army_is
proceeding with its re-organization and re-grouping,
undisturbed br the enemy; the western flank is guiet.
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_Al1] this is good; it is on the western flank that
“territorial gains are essential at this stage _
as we require space -n'thdt side foér the deveiopment
of our administratien. PL AR o e '

" By foreing theé .enemy to place the bulk of -his strength
in front of the Second Army, we have made easier the
‘acquisition of territory on' the western flank,

Our policy has been so successful that the Second
‘Army is now opposed by a formidable array of German
Panzer Divisions - eight definitely identified, and
possibly more to come, Fa e 3 ) 2

(Directive I 505, 30 Jun 44, as above)

i & o : It was not yet clear to the C.-iﬂ-C‘TWhetharv

Hitler proposed to concentrate overwhelming forces in North-
west Europe in order to annihilate the Allies in Normandy.
It was possible that he might decide on this policy,. and in
order to achieve success, be quite prepared to give ground
%radually on the Russian front and accept reverses there,

he answer would emerge in due course. For the present,
General Montgomery was aware that the enemy's front in Calvados
had already:been heavily reinforced, and thought that "a full
blooded counter-attack" scemed imminent, '"We welcome such
action", he said, - He expected that the blow might fall between
Caen aq& Villers Bocage, and it was for this reason that -he had
given the Caumont salient wholly into the charge of Lt-Gen
Bradley, in order to place 7 Brit Armd Div, .previously in the
line there, at the disposal of Lt-Gen Dempsey as a mobile

reserve, (Ibid)

13, In general, the C.-in-C,'s tactics remained
urichanged, Ffrst;'they were designed to retain the irnitiative,
without which we could not win. This we would do only by
offensive action and the avoldance of inactivity., Secondly,
there were to be no set-backs, most especially on the eastern
flank where the enemy must not be allowed to use his great
strength there to our serious disadvantage, Any set-back on
the east might have direct repercussions on the quick develop=-
ment of the Allied plans for the west, Thirdly, our plans must
be relentlessly pursued. "We must retain such balance and
poise in our dispositions", said the C.-in-C., "that there is
never any need to react to enemy moves or thrusts; the enemy
can do what he likes; we will proceed with our plans." But the
tasks assigned to Lt-Gen Dempsey were not only to hold the

main enemy forces ranged against him, and to avoid all set-
backs; he was to renew the battle for the capture of Caen as
soon as opportunity offered "-- and the sooner the better".

The American attack was to go in on 3 Jul, and to be "carried
out with the greatest drive and energy'". There was to be

no pause until First U.S. Army had swung up on to the line
Caumont - Fougérest thereafter, the fewer delays the better,
(Ibid). Thus General Montgomery glotted his maps for July,

the campaign being now 25 days old. . R

19, - If it cannot be said that the affairs of 21 Army
Group had run as swiftly as had been hoped when the time-table
was worked out by the planners, great and essential facts stood
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in our favour:t the locgement held; we had captured the port
of Cherbourg; no major counter-offensive had developed, and
the pressure within the bulge was steadily increasing until
that pent.up foree should burst and give sive et to the

lo-American design, All this had bean accompanied by the
infliction of heavy damage upon the enemy, Divided in his
counsels, misled in his appreciations, strained in man-power,
committed to an inflexible plan and deprived of initiative by
the closest direction from Berlin, Field-Marshal von Rundstedt,
the C .-in-C, West, faced a crisis in which every circumstance
combined to frustrate and defeat him,

20, Confronted by imminent Allied strength on the

ground as overwvhelming as it alrcady was in the air, the
Oberbefehlshaber West, in the fourth week of fighting, remained
quite unable to deliver a knock-out blow, His tanks were
alrcady committed, There was no infantry available to replace
them. He had recommended that the infantry divisions in
southern France and along the Atlantic coast be withdrawn to
the north. With these he could hold a quadrilateral along the
Loire and the Orne, relieve his armoured formations and regroup
them for a counter-offensive, But the abandonment of the whole
of southern France was politically impossiblet the tanks
remained in the line; ¢the military position worsened
accordingly. Von Rundstedt and his Chief of Staff, General
Blumentritt, had now shed the illusion, so carefully
encouraged by the Allied cover plan, that the forces in
south-east England, still awaiting ombarkatlion, were' to make
another descent on the coast of France, this t{me in the
Pas-de-Calais., An alternative to the existing bridgehead

" no longer seemed necessary, and with that danger dispelled,
they regarded it as futile to keep the Fifteenth Army
immobilized behind the Seine. (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/L/F,

Docket III: Special Interrogation Report, von Rundstedt)
21, But the mythical Anglo-American Army Group encamped

in the orchards of Kent still held a terrible fascination for
the harassed strategist of the Reich Chancellery and the
recommendations of the C,-in-C. West wecre again turned down.
For

if the fear of an additional landing died hard at OB West,
it almost attained immortality at OKW, In rejecting
Rundstedt's request for divisions from Fifteenth Army

in the Pas de Calais, they voiced their appreciation

that main operations were soon to begin, cven at this

late date, in the areas opposite Dover, Not until early
August diﬁ the OKW finally abandon the possibility of-

an invasion of the Pas de Calais, .

Thus with insufficient infantry to put in the line there
remained 1ittle to do but cling desperately to each inch

of ground while the Allies continued their feverish
build-up in the beach-head. No division could be moved
back without an explanation being sent to Hitleri and

every tactical change had to be ratified by Berl'n. The
conduct of the battle was no longer ;n.Rundstedt"s hands,
Every decision was made by the Fuhrer himself: "I cguld
have stood on my head," remarked the Field Marshal, "but

T would still not have been able to budge a division if &
Hitler disagreed with my judgment." There was no'immedia e
plan or desire to retire to the Seine on Rundstedt's part,
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out once it was plain that there was no hope of obtaining
the assistance of the divisions in Southern France, it
remained the only advisable thing to do, yet this
suggestion was also rejected by Berlin, ( )
, Ibid

20 It is hardly surprising that the strain abraded

von Rundstedt's temper and contributed to harsh disagrcement

in the constant conversations which he conducted over the
telephone with Field-Marshal Keitel and Col-Gen Jodl in Berlin,

On one occasion Field Marshal Keitel was complaining
bitterly about the trend of events and implying that
Rundstedt had failed to do his part, "If you think
you can do any better," Rundstedt finally exclaimed in
exasperation, "you ha& better come down here and lead
this filth yourself." On another occasion following
the American break-through in the Cherbourg Peninsula,
Keitel called up and in desperate tones asked, "What
‘shall we do? What shall we do?", to which Rundstedt
-replied in his cool, impassive voice: "What shall you
do? Make peace you idiots! What clse can you do?",
and calmly hung up the receiver, (Ibid)

The crisis had come to a hcad, and in this impossible situation,
von Rundstedt was relieved of his command, When Field-Marshal
von Kluge took over at the beginning of July, the whirlwind

of disaster was already beginning to blow,

23, Von Kluge fell to making the best dispositions he
could. In Seventh Army, as appreciated by our Intelligence

at the time, he had six corps aligned between the Orne and the
Cotentin Peninsula, - 86 Inf, 1 and 2 8,5, Pz Corps against
Second British Army, 47 Pz Corps about the Caumont salient,
dividing its attention between the British and the Americans

and 2 Para and 84 Inf Corps facing First U.S, Army (SHAEF/i/F,
Docket VII: Weekly Int Summary No. 16, 8 Jul 44), Most of
these formations had been fighting since thc esarly days of

the invasion, only the newly-arrived 1, 2, 9 and 10 S.5, Pz Divs
being relatively fresh., But even they had been badly harassed
by Allied aircraft and the Maquis on their way up to the front,
and straggling into Normandy out of formation, their units had
to be thrown into the battle to meet Lt-Gen Dampsei's

offensive across the Odon; and three days of futile counter-
attacks had so impaired the strength of 1, 2 and 9 §.5. Pz Divs
as to compromise their usefulness for any immediate design
against the Caen -~ Bayeux road, (AEF/Second Army/L/F, Docket I:
Int Summaries Nos. 25 to 28, period 18 Jun = 24 Jul 44}

24, The elements of the eight armoured divisions
identified as being deployed against the Allic!’ left were
divided among the four corps concentrated on the 46-mile
sector between the mouth of the Orne and thu upper waters

of the Drome west of Caumont. Betwcen the coas! and the

1line of the Caen - Falaise road, 86 Corps held the perimeter
#ith 711 and 346 Inf Divs and 21 Pz Divy its neighbour to the
west, 1 S.S, Pz Corps, comprising 12 and 1 S.85., Pz Divs,
rested its left flank about Evrcey; 2 8.5, Pz Corps£ recently
arrived from Russia, lay in the sector westwards to he Seulles
with 2, 9 and 10 8.5, Pz Divs; 47 Pz Corps, commanding the
dcoimated Pz Lehr Div and 2'Pz Div, carried the front to the
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General Montﬁomery could only regard as "two very disquieting

vicinlty of Caumont, The enemy's situation recvealed what

dévélopments" during the first week in July. The identification
of 2 8,5, Pz Div'in the American sector round St Eny indicated
that despite all that Second British Army could do to prevent

it; the Germans had succeeded in reinforcing their western flank
with armour, Further, thoy were able to bring 1.8.S., 2 8.8.,
Lehr and 21 Pz Divs, wholly or partially, into reserve by
replacing them with infantry. (Field-ﬁarshal_Hontgomery,

Norm -to the Baltic, p. 93).- For von Kluge's anxieties

 Wore boing alleviated by the arrival of 2Eﬁ%tw76 and 277 Inf

Divs from the Mediterranean coast and 16 affe Fd Div as
a belated concession from beyond the Seine  (SHAEF Weekly Int
Summary No. .16, as above). He was to need every foot soldier who
could be spared, for on 3 Jul Lt-Gen Bradley launched his
at offensive southward and on the following day Second British
rmy rcsumed its efforts to .envelop Caen.

254 Initially these operations are not comparable in
scale, for that on the right engaged three corps with objectives
extending to a considerable depth into the enemy's territory,
while that on the left merely mvolved 3 Cdn Inf Niv, usingrg Cdn
Inf Bde, in an attempt to capture the wvillage ni Carpiquet and
its airfield, one of the objectives astride thie Bayoux - Caen
road originﬂily set for the day of the invasion, It was the
beginning, however, of a series of actiouns by 1l Frit Corps

which within the next six days were to break thc Germen grip
upon Caen and drive the enemy south of the Orns,

THE CAPTURE OF CARPIQUET (1 - 7 JUk)

26, As the crow flies, the church of Carpiquet stands
three and three-quarter miles from William the Conqueror's
castle in the centre of Caen, the possession of which had
already been denied to the English in the year 1459, The °
edge of the village was only one-and-a=quarter miles from the
straggling suburb of St Germain-la-Blanche-Herbe, and once

it fell into our hands, the eénemy would lose his ability to
keep us much longer at arm's length from the town itself,

The place lay in a broad valley between higher ground

to the north and south from which the occupying soldiers of

12 S S. Pz Div could be helped by their friends with flanking
fire against an attack coming in from the direcction of the Mue.
Our possession of the salient, with elements of 32 Gds Armd Bde
in the neighbouring villages of S8t Mauvieu and Marcelet,

made the position less comfortable for the enemy, although a
slight eminence obstructed our view of him from Marcelet itself,
As for the airfield, laid out adjacent to the village on the
south side, its proximity to the fighting could hardly make

it of any greater technical use to us for the timeé being than

it was to the Germans, the advantages of its tenure being merely
tactical and dependen% upon the seizure of the ridge immediately
overlooking it from the south-east above the Odon. Any such
operation to deprive the enemy of this westerly sector of his
perimeter before Caen, would clearly have to be part of a

larger undertaking to eliminate all his holdings, including

the town itself, north of the Odon., Such provision had been
made in the planning (Report No, 147). It was equally apparent



that the Germans would defend their pozitions with as much
energy as they had prepared them, It was decided, therefore,

to mount the attack upon Carpiguet in greater sirength than

- had previously been intended, and in conjunction with 43 (Wessex)
Div, as a prelude to larger operations to bes put on ogainst

Caen about 8 Jul, (W.D,, G.8., E.,Q, 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 19244:
Appx 1, Message Log, 1 Jul 44, Serial 53) g

27. It was not to be doubted that Maj-Gen Icller's

task in directing 8 Cdn Inf Bde at the heart of the sector

held by 12 5.S, Pz Div would be a hard one, The enony's

armour was formidable, thére was some concrete, and the
indoctrinated stalwarts of the Hitler Jugend could be axpected
to fight with accustomed zeal, Trelr commander, Irigadefiithrer
Kurt Meyer, destined ‘to be tried and condemned for the shooting
of prisonaers, had learned his politics as a member of Hitler's
bodyguard, and his soldiering from one erd of Europs %o the
other, through the campaigns in Poland, Hclland, Frarce and
Greecz, and for three years in Russia, where he had penetrated
almost tg the ultimate 1limit attained.by the German armies,

far into the remote Caucasus., Three times encircied, he had
fought his way back with a' handful of survivors, being thus

well prepared by experience to meet whatever might tefall alcng
the roads' of Normandy. An officer of ruthless eapacity,

he had only recentlﬂesucceeded, while yet in his carly thirties,
to the command of the division on the death in action of his
superior, Gen-Major Witt, That fatallty had been only the most
alarming among the many suffered by the division dvring the

long period since its first commitment on 7 Jun in the counter-
attack against 3 Cdn Inf Div in the region of CGruchv and Burcn,
Losses amounting to some 1500 men and over 20 tanks had left

a desperate need for reinforcements, But the »nositions on
which the¢ division had retired when shortening the lino to take
over from Gruchy through Carpiquet to the woods at Tourville
were not only less difficult to maiptain than the orizinal front,
but more favoured by topography. (Spscisl Interrogation Report,

Kurt Meyer)

2aL The increased resources placed at Brigadicr Blaclader's
disposal to breach Meyer's position (ecoipare W,D,, G.5., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, June 1944: Appx "M", Op Instr No, 3, 29 Jun)
included more infantry, R. Wpg Rif coming under his cemmand,

and an enlarged total of 12 field and eight medium rerlments, and
one heavy. This fire support was to be supplemented by the Royal
Navy, the line being still within range of warshipe lying in

the éhannﬂl for use as floating gun-batteries, immune from torpedo
or bombing attack as a result of our superiority both on the
surface and in the air., (W,D,, H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July >344:

Appx 11, Op Order No, 14, 3 Jul 44; =znd C.B, 3148, Feh 194 °
%ﬁgggrx Review, Normandy Bombardment E%per;ence (Ju- = Be o
e infantry were to be supported by 10 Ldr Armd 2..4% (For
Garry Horse); three squadrons of "Flaiis": f1- g=throwing
"Crocodiles"; and Armoured Vehiclos, ¥.¢,, i nted with petards
in place of guns,all these special assauit v uleles coming from
"the unique and ubiquitous" 79 Brit Armd siv, with wai.n the
Canadians were to continue in effective and ﬁappy assoclation
throughout the campaign. _(See Order of Battle in lppendix A-1j
the phrase descriptive of 79 Armd Div was used later on.by Gen
Crerar: Personal Diary, Maj W.E.C.Harrisonl 7 Pab 49). The
brigade's right flank was to be-sscured by 43 (Wa3sex) Div through
La Bijude and Versomn, an advance which would push the enemy back
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upon the Odon to the soutr of the airfield., A diversionary
sally was to be made across country to the left by elements
of 27 Cdn Armd Regt (Shzr Fus R.) from the Caen highway
towards the Chateau de 8t Louet and Gruchy, a shooting trip

. destined to come off well at a cost of only two men wounded.
(W.D,, 27 Cdn Armd Regt, 4 Jul 443 and W.D,, G.S., H.Q.
3 Cdn'Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1, Message Log, 4 Jul 44,
Serial 157) Sl 1yht
29. The main assault was to go in astride the road from
the west, R. de Chaud and N, Shore R, coming in from north of
Marcelet to capture Carpiquet itself and the adjacent hangars,
while R, Wpg Rif struck south-east to take those on the south
side of the airfield. The administrative buildings on the
eastern edge were to be carried by a projection to the advance
through the village by Q.0.R. of C, :

30. The armour moved up during the night 2/3 Jul b
tracks across country to harbour in the frain near retteviileu
~ 1'Orgueilleuse (Vanguard - The F orge i

World War, p. 30). The infantry took over their positions during
! the following afternoon, Brigadier Blackader set up his Tactical
Headguarters with Q.0.Rs of C, and R. Wpg Rif in Marcelet, which
\ an observant enemy began az once to shell and continued to hatass
. with his artillery and mortars for the rest of the day and night.
R, de Chaud was similarly welcomed in St Mauvieuy but if
N. Shore R, suffered any such disturbance in La Vil eneuve,
their diarist was not sufficiently impressed to record it,
\ (W.Ds., Brigade and units, 3 Jul 44). At 0330 hours on
4 Jul tne rifle companies set out for the start-line (W.D.,
N. Shore R., 4 Jul 44), It is to be remarked that the heavy
N artillery barrage, opened at 0500 hours by six field and
7 two medium regiments, was the first to be fired in support of
| Canadian troops during the campaign. An advancing belt of fire
. over 3000 yards long, 1500 wide and 400 in depth, efiveloped
‘ the fields from Marcelet to the eastern edge of Cargiqﬂet
village. The remaining artillery, including the 16-inch
} . guns of H.M.S. "Rodney", brought the noise to a crescendo
, with concentrations of high explosive on selected'tarqets.
| (AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F: Report on Operation "W 2 -,
| G.5.0, %, Trace "B"; W,D., N, Shore R., July 1944:
' re Plan; and C,B. 3148, a

Appx 4,
s above) :

' 31, The enemy reacted promptly: an accurate counter-

' . barrage caught the leading companies of R, de Chaud and N, Shore

! - R, and inflicted casualties upon them even at the start-line.

' : Undeterred by a phenomenon which they took to be our own shells

| falling short, the infantry began to move forward hard behind
the barrage a% 0515 hours, to be followed 15 minutes latgsnby

. the tank squadrons of the Fort Garry Horse., (W,D.,, 10 &

[ Armd Regt, 4 Jul 44), Our troops had some difficuity in keeping

| direction across the open fields through the smoke and dust

| raised by the shelling, and as they picked their interminable

; ° way amongst the tall, ripening wheat, men fell in ones and

. twos, the places being marked by rifies stuck bayonet. first

| into the ground to enable the stretcher-bearers to find them,

until the sum of casualties caused by the enemy's fire reached

i sizeable proportions, For N, Shore R, losses were the :

' heaviest they were to experience durin% the campaign: "C" Coy

' alone had 70 killed and wounded. (W.Ds., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde

and R, de Chaud, 4 Jul 44; and W_}L_Hj.ﬁ_qu). Nevertheless,

the advance was pressed courageously forward and by 0632 hours

the 1ead%ng troops were on their objective (W.D,, N, Shore R.,

4 Jul 44),
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32, On the right flank, R, Wpg Rif, who began their
advance at 0530 hours, soo.u ran into difficulties, Hardly

had the leading companies crossed the start-line when they were
heavily mortared, a retaliation which the enemy kept up with
sad effect until, as our troops neared thelr objectives, he
could fire upon them with machine-guns from the hangars. Their
advance was rendered the more hazardous by its deviation south-

ward from the direction of the barrage and by the fact that in

the initial stages the armoured squadron allotted to the

.battalion was to be held as the only reserve of armour for the

action, (W.D.ﬂ H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944:¢ Appx 3, Traces
npu, "o and “YR"; and Vanguard, as above, p. 32). The- squadron
had’ already been.assisting witn its guns, but the plight of

-the infantry demanded more active intervention. On an appeal

from the commanding officer, Lt-Col John Meldram, one troop
of tanks was committed to the battle, It was not until 0900
hours, however, that two of the rifle companies succeeded in
reaching the flrst of the southern hangars, but even here,
the enemy was so strongly posted that neither tanks nor
"Crocodiles" availed to drive him out of his resistant and
ingenious pillboes, To make matters worse, part of the
attendant armour was lost in the attempt. The attackers,
moreover, were exposed to the fire of the German res rves sitting
on the siightly higher ground rising within five o 8
hundred yards .to the south-east, from which 43 (Vsssex) Dlv
over on the right, having occupied the willage or Vercon below
t to the south-west (W.D.,, G.5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944:
Appx 1, Message Log, 4 Jul 44, Serial 58), was unable to remove
them, Under such constraints our companies withdrew to the
sparse. shelter of a copse some distance to the west (Ibid,
Serial 130; and W.D,, R, Wpg Rif, 4 Jul 44). .

5 4, 49, The battalions assaulting the wvillage had better
fortune, Having forced an entry, they were able to come to
grips with the garrison. Not that this task could be anything
but slow and deliberate, for the place was well fortified and
the defenders from 1. Bn, 26 Pz Regt, were determined to hold

1%, (W.D., G.S,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx "C",

Int Summary No. 17, 4 Jul 44). Their trenches, as R. de Chaud
feelingly record, offered almost perfect camouflage and plenty of
protection .from our fire. The Germans had provided themselves
also with many machine-gun nests and with reinforced concrete
emplacements of remarkable solidity. There was obvious
employment here for Crocodiles, . "gchars d'assaut munis de lance-
flammes", with whieh the French-Canadians entered into effective
collabogagion in flushing these "guesi-impregnable'" positions

of the 5.5, :

34, With this work gzoing forward, and before it had
become apparent that R, Wpg Rif would be unable to capture
their objective on the right, there seemed no impediment to

launching Q.0.R. of C, through the village for their attack

on the administrative buildings lying on the eastern side of

the airfield (W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 1, Daily
Log, 4. Jul 44, Serials 70 and 71). But on approaching the
western fringe of Carpique’ prior to forming up for the attack,

the newcomers made the urcomfortable discovery that the

enemy was still there. Some of his elements had evidently been
left behind by the assaulting battalions and now remained to resist
the approach of Q.0.R. of C., who found themselves obliged to pause
and eliminate at least one stronzpoint bypassed by R, de Chaud.

As the enemy's concrete had been constructed to be impervious
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alike to the fire and flame of our tanks and the smoke and 5]
explosive charges of the s .ppers, the problem of persuading

the terrified inmates to surrender could only be solved by
introducing a sort of infernal sandwich made of grenades

and petrol through the small, protected ventilators protruding

above the roof, Only under such horrible provocation would

the survivors give themselves up, for they had been told

that the Canadians toock no prisoners (AEF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D:
Memorandum of Interview with Maj S.M.,Lett, 9.0.R, of C.),

a device of propazanda throwing light upon both the reluctance

of the troopers-of 12 S.S. Pz Div to surrender and their
preference for fighting to the last, and their savage and
hysterical shooting of our own prisoners who had the misfortune to
fall into their hands, :

355 All this took time and it was not until 1050 hours

that 0,0.R. of C, were reported to be passing through the

village (W.D,, H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 1, Daily

Log, 4 Jul 44, Serial 133), Yet the prospects of their being
able to debouch successfully upon the eastsern bounds of the
airfield were darkened by reports of the misfortunes oi R, Wpg Eif
on the right flank, When at 1300 hours:Lt-Col Meldram ordered
his battaliion to fall back preparatory to renewing the attacl:
fron the start-line, it became clear that Q,0.R. of C, must
remain among the now congested ruins of Carpiquet to await thse
outcome , ?W.Ds., R. Wpg Rif and Q.0.R. of C., 4 Jul 44), Jutting
into enemy territory at the tip of our newly-won salient, the
village was open to hostile firc on several sides and the three
battalions, huddled together with their tank squadrons under the
shelter of its battered walls, were now being severely shelled
and mortared ., Signs of a coming arpoured counter-attacl: were

“observed, but there was no <thought of withdrawal, and the aid

of the R.A.F. being enlisted, the enemy was deterred from any
such essay by sudden and successful descents by rocket-projectile
Typhoons upon his lurking Panthers. (W.Ds ., N, Shore R, and
Q.0.R. of C., 4 Jul 44), Pressed home during the afternoon anc
evening, these attacks completed a long day's work by the air
foree, for fighter~ and rockef-bombers had alrcady been engaged
throughout the morning flying against targets scattered over

a wide semi-circle around the battlefield from the Chiteau de

St Louet on the north to Bretteville-sur-Odon on the south.
(w.D., GS. H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1, Message Log,
3 Jul 44, Serials 52 and 67; and 4 Jul 44, Serials 25, 43 ard 44),
Had the weather been favourable, heavier aircraft, hased on the
United Kingdom, would have unburdened an even zrecater lcad Jof
discomfiture upon the enemy. (Basic Notes for Gen Ei:sr.ower's
Despatch, as above, G-2 and G-3 Daily Summories)

36. Following a further concentration of ar:illery,

and this time with the suppor: of a sguadron of 51 rman {anks,

R. Wpg Rif put in their second attack on the southoin 2nl of

the airfield at about 1600 hours, The forward companies again
su~ceeded in reaching their obgective, but only to fall once

more under observed fire from the enemy's guns and .mortars on

the higher ground, It soon became apparent that their numbers
were now too depleted for them to hold their ground overnight.

At 1805 hours the battalion reported that it w=s being forced

to give way before a counter-attack by enemy tanks and was
withdrawing westwards, (W.D., R, Rpg Rif, 4 Jul 44; and V.D.,
H.Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944i Appx 1, Daily Log, 4 Jul 44,
Serial 210), Some three hours later R, Wpg Rif was ordered to
retire on Marcelet, and leaving the enemy to the Typhoonz, they
went back for a night broken by patrollini shelling, mortaring and
further casualties, No better luck befe i our efforts farther
south in the valley of the Odon whence 43 (Wessex) Div recalled its
troops out of Verson and Fontaine-1l'Etoupefour, where the

entire area was overlooked by dominating grounﬁ on either side.

The enemy was thus left with the southern half of the airfield still
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in his possession. (¥.D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944:
Appx 16, 32 Gds Bde Int Summary No. 9, 6 Jul 44)

37. Brigadeflthrer Meyer had been compelled, however,

to relinquish his hold on Carpiquet, and there we remained, the
three battalions being ordered to reorganize, and their
armoured squadrons staying with them to provide a perimeter
defence (W.D,, H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 Jul 44), The enemy could
hardly be expected to acquiesce in the loss of the village,

Tor such a gap in his cluster of fortified places in front of
Caen would menace the whole system, since it was upon this
ceries of outworks, spread over the higher ground to the north
of the city, that the German plan rested, Caen in its valley
being otherwise indefensible. The expected counter-attacks
came _in that night (4/5 Jul), to be beaten off (W.D., N. Shore
R., 5 Jul 44), and renewed in the morning to the accoripnniment
of an almost continuous deluge of shells and mortar b(us which
turned the place into " ¢ritable enfer" and took their toll
of dead and wounded (W,D,, R, de Chaud, 5 Jul 44), Again our
companies held their ground. An assault upon N. Shore R.
crumbled under heavy artillery fire, with sevceral Pan%hers
knocked out by direct hits and a to%al of German dead estimated
at 200 (W,D,, H.Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 2, Daily

Int Summary, 7 Jul 44), There were anxious minutes after 0725
hours when an attack on the south side of the village carried
the enemy's infantry and tanks over a position held by a
company of R, de Chaud, Self-propelled antie-tank guns and
field artillery promptly engaged, and by 0810 hours the situation
was restored. %W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Jul 44)., As the
day wore on, it became apparent that the enemy had spent his
strength; though he still persisted, his subsequent counter-
attacks were weaker; Typhoons were called down to stir up his
Panthers from their lair in the nearby quarries; while our troops,
sleepy, hungry, but not dispirited, were freshly reinforced -
(VW.D., N. Shore R., 5 Jul 24),

38, The quarries sheltered others besides the Germans
for large numbers of civilians had sought refuge there when %he
battle had overwhelmed their poor dwellingsj others had
crept into evacuated strongpoints put to a secondary purpose as
air-raid shelters., Their removal to a place of safety soon ‘
became an urﬁént problem for Civil Affairs officers, who estimated
that by 7 Jul over 300 of these unfortunates had come in through
our lines. (W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 6 Jul 443 and Appx 2,
Daily Int Summary, 7 Jul 44), Their reception and care were
matters for which immediate provision could be made; their return
to their homes and fields waited upon our further advance, and even
hen upon the clearing of the mines and the work of restoration
which at this stage remained still a distant prospect as our
scldiers fought wearily on from their holes in Carpiguet.

THE FALL OF CAEN (8 « 10 JUL)

K T, The ancient city of Caen deserved better of history than
to become the centre of a struggle in which the magnitude of

the issues was comparable only with the terrible devices for
dostruction in the hands of the antagonists., Nurtured in the
Norman past of the eleventh century, the resort and resting place



of t:.» Conqueror and =~at of the two abbeys which he and
Magtilda. "his wife, rad founded, this treasure house of -the
Romeesquo had survived through a congenial academic,
administrative and commercial existence as the chief town
of the Calvados, supporting a population of nearly 60,000

~souls,, But it was also a hub from which many spokes of road
‘rail and waterway ran out in every direction to the coast
- Zayeux, to Villers Bocaze, to Fglaise, Lisieux, Pont l'EvQQue,

and ‘other centres and crossing places, points of ingress to the
heart orf France. The military desirability of Cgen to an
inveoding Torce driving up from the coast had leapt to the eye in
the sarly stages of the pleaning and lndicated the city as a

prinuipal objectﬁVe of 21 Army Group for the first day. But once

having realized ‘the import of what was happening after the
first few hours of bewilderment and doubt, the Germans had been
cuiclk to appreciate that if they were %o prevent a deep and

1 dangaro 18 encroagchment east of the Orne, they must stand in

our vay before Caen. The defence was proving costly, both in
the tactical and stralegic sense, since too much had been
commitied there and .too much was being lost for ths situation
on the enemy's front elsswhere ©0 remasin secure indefinitely.
Neverthcless, as the Cenadicns well knew, the German Command
continued to bs very sensitive to thrusts eastward in the

seetor, end General montpemery now intended to turn that fact
;e_c“ven;ege.

490. . Despits the worst possible conditions, the American
sffiersive on the western Tlank, which began on 3 Jul, was
qeth--_ng_momen am slowly., A5 first the weather had been
decidedly uvnfavourable,’ and the advence had been hampered

oy drivirg rain and conditvions generally of poor visibility.

: klthough there hed been a subsequent improvement, the weather

had oney ‘been fine for brief periods. There were difficulties
t00 in the matter of terraini much of-the country through
which the Smericans had to flght was thickly wooded. In spite
of these obstacles, however, the Américan forces had made
conslderable erogreee southwards gnd by 7 Jul had reached and
pasdcd La Hayes du Puivs, It was the C.-in-C,'s intention to

‘help the western Ilank by setting the eastern flank in motion,

If Caen could be taked, the more open country to thée “south-
east would afford an ooporounlty for an armoured force to
operate, The impending operation would Serve the double
purpose of turningz attention from -the western flank and at
the came time briiging about the much to be desired capture
of Caen. The hopeful advance of D Day had stopped short

of the city; now, 32 deys later, the assault was agein to
be essayed.

41, TLt-Gen Crocker was prepared to make the onslaught
with three divisieus, supported by all the air power which could
be brouchi Ho hesr. The iritial strike had already been made on

y Jul vhsn 24 modlium bombers flew in for a successful attack on
the bridmes connocting Caen over the Orne with its suburb of

TaucalleZ nnd tho south. 4ne two main road bridges were both
sarendered for the time belng impussable, and the enemy was left
with only ‘a nontoon ‘bridge to carry the traffic necessary to

aupply end reinfurce his defences to the north. (AEF/Second Army

-



A L

/L/F, Docket It Int Sumary No., 32)

42, _ The Cermans had riads good use of the passage of
time to prepare these dsferces with great thoroughness,
Farther to the west they could afford to rely to a greater
extent upon th2 rature of the ground, and displayed a highly
professional skill in exploiting the close and wooded country
€5 restrictive of manceuvre. few men, sometimes barely more
than a sectlon, working tozether with a tank or two, and posted
securely in orchard or hedgarow, could hold much larger numbers
at bay; and while herc and there more pormanent works had been
constructed among those obscure, deceptive undulations, the
chemy's scnse of terrain emabled hin to deploy his troops to
excellent “actical advantare. Eastward, however, our Intelligence
was aware that the ensuy's urgent digging on both banks of the
Odon might, if he were left alcae, grow into more formidable
obstacles 4han a thin, vicious line of weapon pits, But it was
in the main sector of the frornt held by Seccond Britisl A my
before Caecn that the enemy nné betrayed further svider-: of his
set, defensive purpose. During the past three v2eks ne had
brought in an enormous number of guns of 211 kind , including
flak, both light and heavy, Self-propelled puns = 7 Nebelwerfers,
some of which our trocps hat alrealdy encountered iua v defence
of Carpiguet. - Thus reinforce’ with a great weight of artillery,
the enremy's perimeter throush I'ranqueville, Gruchy, Buron,
almanche, Cambtes and the woods of Lebisey to the canal
threaded wi!th several short sections o an.anti-tank di%ch and
studded thickly with dug~in btanks, constituted a barrier of

forvidding strencth. .'{thg: Int Summary No, 33)

43, In the heprt of the system stood 12 §,8, Pz Div
with 25 8,8, Pz Gren Hept, the German equivalent of a British

. brigade, its yight flank reaching over towards C'am'besi its-
m

laft touching the Bayeux road Opposite its sister regiment,

trie '26th, the,guarcian 6f Carpiquet, _ The 8,8, were to be

the hard core of the cneny's resistance. For on the German
right the commander of 21 Pz Div, Genlt Edgar Feuchtinger, -

"a tall, wiry, well-built nan with a benf nose, giving him the
appearance of a somewhat clderly quilist“, had recently been
allowed to pull his tired troops out of the line after the
constant wear and tear of defen3ive fighting since the early
hours of the invasion., But he lef%t his artillery regiment,
about half his tanks and some »f his anti-tank guns behind him
to stiffen the incoming 16 Iuf:waffe Fd Div, formed with 14,000
devotees of Reichsmarsch21ll Gbrinz, = When intarrogated a year
later as a prisoner, Feuchtinger referred to such formations as
a shocking waste of good material: instead of being .available
as normal reinforcements Iur the divisions of the Wehrmacht,
these surplius airmen were set aside as part of GBring's private
ermy to satisfy the amour~propre of that considerable personaée.
(special Interrocation Psport, Genit Fe er; and W.D,, G.S.,
H,Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 19443 ppx ' and y Int Summaries _
Hos, 16 and 17) -

e Their division was spread along the east of the enemy's
line, but with only one o its Jdger Repiments west of the Odon,
According to Lt-Gen Crocker's plan, this comparatively weak
segment of tha German arc wis to receive the welght of 3 Brit Inf Div
attacking iIn the fir:z% phase through Lebissy woods, and dirested on
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the high contour above Cae:, which dominated the line of approach
from the centre, There the frontal attack was to be made gy
59 (West Lancs) Div to catch both the Jiger and S,5, Reégiments at
their junction about Cambes and eject them from Galmanche and

. La Bijude, two fortified hamlets along the line of the north-south

roads into Caen, (AEF/1 Brit Corps/C/I, Docket III(d): 1 Corps
Op Instr No, 6, 2 Jul 443 and Docket 111 (e): 1Corps Order
No. 3, "Charnwood", 5 Jul 44, and Amendment No, 1). On t right
flank 3 Cdn Inf' Div would not join in the assault until the second
phase, when Maj-Gen Keller would use 9 Cdn Inf Bde to take Gruchy
and Buron together with the ground immediately beyond them to

the south, and thence descend upon the Chateau de St Louet and

the adjacent village of Authie (W.,D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde

July 1944: Appx 10, 9 Cdn Inf Bde Op Order No. 4, 6 Jul 44).

At the same time 59 Div was to extend the front in the centre
through St Contest, Malon and Epron, In the third phase,
Maj-Gen Keller would bring 7 Cdn Inf Bde over the slope to capture
Ardennes and Cussy, 9 Cdn Inf Ble to be directed on Frangueville,

AW.D.y H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 8§ 3 Cdn Inf Div Op

Crder No, 4, 6 Jul 44), 59 Div was to conforn b{acontinuing
Folie and
Couvre-Chef, thus coming within striking distance of the high
%round which, if not already carried by 3 Brit Inf Div bearing in
rom the lef%, would be made the objective of a joint attack
by both divisions., In the fourth phase our troops would
converge into the city and exploit as far as the line of the
railway, river, and canal, with 7 Cdn Inf Bde pushing cautiously
down the road through St Germain-la-Blanche=Hsrbe., (W.D.,
G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx "F", 3 Cdn Inf Div
Op Order Ilo, 4). Finaliy, the British divisions were to seize
the crossing places and establish bridgeheads over the Orne,

45, The assaulting infantry in the centre and on the
left were to have the support of 27 and 33 Armd Bdes; the

.Churchills of 34 Tk Bde would also be kept in readinessj and

the regiments of 2 Cdn Armd Bde on the right would link up

with their own rifle battalions as in the East. Flails
Armoured Vehicles R.E,, and Crocodiles would again proviée their
indispensable 1ngenuit{es for use against minefields and strong-
points. The guns to be brought to bear included the resources
of five divisions and two Army Groups Royal Artillery, together
with the batteries of the battleship "Rodney", the monitor
"Roberts", and the cruisers "Belfast" and "Emerald", lying out

to sea,

46, The most spectacular provision in the scheme of
preliminary bombardment grew out of the Supreme Commander's
determination to "blast the enemy with everything we have"

and his assurance to General Montgomery of the fullest support
from the air. Here was one of those 'legitimate opportunities''
for a decisive employment of the air weapon, indicated at once
by the strength and the vulnerability of the German positions.
For Af the supply routes through the nedizewval streets of Caen
could be blocked, the soldiers manning the outer defences would
be deprived of food, their vehicles of pefrol and their guns

of ammunition, and %hey‘would lack direction in battle from
their cormand through the disruption of thelr communications.

As a precedent for a similar technique in the future operations
of First Canadian Arny, to be even more daringly appliegi-the
use of heavy bombers in close support of the major assault has

a special interest, The problems involved both for the Army and
the Air Force had already been under scrutiny, They did not
admit of easy solution. Whether the alrcraft of Bomber Cormand
should be diverted from their main strateglc purpose to take
part in a land battle involved considerations of high policy.
The technical difficulties arising from the proxinity of our. own
forward troops to the targets challengad the practicability of
the enterprise., The use of bombs with the delayed action fuses
most suitable for the purpose would cause craters which vould
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fire, ' (W.D., H,L.I. of C,, 8 Jul), Here the S.S. sprang
o life ¢nd some valiant T‘zhting with rifle and grenade was

. .required to deprive them of it, = (Ibjd: Appx 9& assin).

But there were still others whon the shelling had left intact
in slit-trenches and weapon-pits hidden anongst the grain
where they would wait, with their automatic weapons untii
cur nen stumbled blin&ly upon them. Realizing that we had
carried the ditches, the defenders were quick to call down

Tire fron thair-artlllery and nmortars, which soon played

havoc-anong our thinning platoons: even the battalion command
group suffsered, for having followed in hard upon the heels of
the riflemen, %hey now la{ in the open field, insistently
calling for suppcert from their.attendant sguadron of 27 Cdn
4-nd Regt (Sher Fus R.), against the e¢neny's machine-gun posts
on the edge of the village., (Ibid: Appx 9 (ii); and W.D.,
H.Q, 9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 19443 Appx 5, Ops Log (Tae), 8 Jul,
Sarials 41, 54, 60, 70 and 71), The %&1ks responded with their
own nmachine-guns and high-explosive, and having seen the infantry
n=2ke an entry, "browsed about the siit-trenphes immediately in
f£-ont of Buron, shooting up anythini and everything" (V.D.,

27 Cdn Armd Regt, July 1944: Appx 1).

4 Though crippled nore severely in numbers for every

-y:§d theg gained, the H.L.I. flung thenselves into the village
2

and by ? 5 hours repoated back tejgiig%gg4thax thegpl%;e ggs

neirs (W.D,, 3,0.. 9 Cdn Inf Bd 1 X s Log
%ﬂaini, g Jal 44? Sgrials 34, 32: 70 gnd 735. pEut émongst the
ribble small parties of the enemy clung on desperately and
fought throughout the day: ‘the last of them were not uprooted
until the next mormning (V.D., H,L.I. of C,, 8 Jul 44), Indeed,
with casualties still nountirz alarmingly under the continuous
shelling and mortaring to which Buron was now being subjected,
it soon became apparent that the battalion could get ho farther.
The cormanding officer, Lt-Col F,M,Griffiths, on conferring with
the officers who remained to cormmand his dapieted companies,
appreciated that it would be impossible for him to send his nen out
across the fire-swept open ground to the scouth with ahy hope of
S1CCESS., (AEF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket I: e W -Co
F.l,Criffiths)., The prospect was hardly improved with the appearance
oi hostile tanks and the development of a heavy counter-attack by
about a score of them from the south-east, Fortunately, Lt=Col
Criffiths had two troops of British self-propelled anti-fank guns
of 245 3ty fighting under his comnand and had brought them up into
the village with hinm, Such a formidable defence, togethar with that .,
of the supporting squadron of 27 Cdn Armd Regt, proved just too :
rnuch for the German armour, Both sides lost heavily, but the
counter-attack failed, (Ibid). Shortly afterwards Li-Col
Griffiths hinself was hit and had to be evacuated; about half
o7 the battalion had been killed or wounded (W.D.} H.L.I. of C,,

¢ Jul 44; and W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944t Appx 5,
Ops Log (Main), 8 Jui, Serial 141).

=i

. Events on the right flank, where the enemy's defences
re not so serried, had gone more favourably. For twenty
pinates after the S.D. & G, Highrs had begun to move up the slope
nsbriic the road fron Vieux Cairon to Gruchy, they could be seen
T po on without drawing fire until theoy raeached the first German
positions. Then mortar bombs and shells from the enemy's medium
g'ne began to fall among them, and they disappeared into the smoke
to The sound of fire fron snail—nrms and rachine-guns, These
ware zgradually silenced by our tanks while the leading sections of
the infantry cleared out the anti-tank guns, Our armour was thus
enabled to follow the infantry right into the village, whereupon
some~of the eneny took fright and bolted, only to be shot down by
the Toremost tanks as they ran away into the fields to the -outh.

[
-
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It was not until 0945 hours, however, aftcr some close and ‘
severe fighting, that Gruchy could be claimed as ours. (W.Ds.,
27 Cdn Arnd Regt, July 194«:  Appx 13 and S8,D, & G, Highrs

8 Jul 445 and AﬁF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket I:: Interview wl;h
IteCol. G,H.Christiansen).

56, Sinilar reports of fighting still going on in Galmanche
and La Bijude, first objectives of 59 Div in the centre, were
received during the morning; and while Epron had fallen, the
- 5.5, still held out in St Contest .(W.D., G.S., H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div,
July 1944: Appx 1, Message Log, 8 Jul 54, Serials 32, 68, 80,

81 and 120), = It was not Lt-Gen CTrocker's intention %o pause,
~however, and at 0955 hours Maj-Gen Keller ordered the commander of
9 Cdn Inf Bde, Brigadier D.G.Cunninghan, to carry on the sequence

of the divisional plan and project his attack southwards to
envelop Authie and the Chateau de St Louet, (C.M.H.Q. file
10/Rockinghan J.M./1l: Letter, Keller to Simonds, 10 Jul 44),
But the possibilities in that direction depended on our ability to
secure control of Buron and the push out into the open over -the
face of the very gentle rise leading to our objectives on the
farther side, As long as this deadlock persisted, we were condemned.
to immcbility, an embarrassment of which the enemy was quick to
take advantage with his artillery and mortars. Late in the
norning Nth N.S, Highrs, forming up in an orchard in the village,
preparatory to going through, suffered severely, and the leading
units of 7 Cdn Inf Bde, moving up to assemble in the area, did
not escape the consequences of the general delay, (W,Ds., Nth
N.S, Highrs and H,Q, 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 8 Jul 44), By 1310 hours,
however, the commander of the squa&ron of 27 Cdn Apmd Regt
upporting H,L.I. of C, led his five surviving tanks in a successful
sally across the exposed and shallow folds of ground beyond the
village and there was joined by two machine-gun platoons of C,H, of
0. W.D,, G.S,, H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1, Message
Log, 8 Jul 44, Sérial 124; and AEF/3 Can Inf Div/C/D: '
with Lt-Col P.C Klaehn). Thus precariously established, the
position held firm. An uneasy situation had been set right. The
advance could be resuned,

5% As the battle for Caen worked through the heat of the day
towards its dusty climax, the great segment of fertile hills, ranged
in low relief about the city between the valleys of the Odon and
Orne, held a scene of memorable and dramatic intensity., The
engagenent of the threec assaulting divisions, numbsring nearly
50,000 men, the urgent and restless attendance of their supporting
arms and services, totalling many thousands more, and the unceasing
effort of 83 Tactical Group R.A.F., flying a record number of 733
sorties in 24 hours, made a panoramna of strife as solemnly
impressive as it was unforgettable to those who witnessed it,

Out at sea on one hand were the reassuring flotillas of
ships from England and on the other, not much farther

away, were the flashing guns and din of battle and the

grea% pall of snoke that had hung over Caen all day. The
rising green slopes were dotted with hundreds of wvehicles
and machines, the road was full of the purposeful activity
of troops and tanks and anbulances, and in this lurid light,
casting its rays through the gaping roofs of skeleton
villages, it might all have come from some mammoth canvas
of a med{eval siege.

(The Times, 11 Jul 44)

ZS. The next phase in the Canadian sector went well, It
egan at 1430 hours when S5,D, & G, Highrs advanced from Gruchy on

the Chateau de St Louet and Nth N.S., Highrs attacked Authie. Both
house and village fell within the hour. (W.Ds. of units). Though
the §.5, offered some resistance, their enthusiasn had wannd, and
parties of them were observed from Carpiquet to be withdrawing
southwards in disorder (W.D., N. Shore R,, 8 Jul 44), Tuie fugitives
were shot down by our artillery and some of the armoured cars of
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. wihich his men were coming %o hold in almnost superstitious regard
as a solsca for their asbbing confidence in the outenme of the wars
higher on its course lay T'aris; a political prize of ‘the first
importance, and mors than that, for - %hrust on the capital would
cut off a1l the enemy's forces to the wesi, ©On the river's
broad estuary Le Havre provided & dace for the German naval craft
harassing our shipping on its way in to the beaches. Since the
High Command still fezred that another landing would be made
across the Straits of Dover, the cnenmy was extremely anxious to
avold the possibility of an Allied advaice north-sastwards to link
up with the forces of a second invasion in The Pas-de-Calais,
(Supreme Commander's Rspori, p. 39)

77, Of the forccs concenirated in south-eastern England

to encourage the eneny to persist in this stupenious illusion,

2 Cdn Inf Div, under commani of Maj-Gen C, Foulkes, had now

followed H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps ccross the Channsl in accordance with the

C .~in-C 's desire to increase the nunbers of fighting trcops necessary

to keep up the weight and recu-rence orf his blows on the eastern

flank, The voyage in convey f~ort the Thames to the crowded

| anchorage off the mouth of the Seulles vassed withovt incident, and
* by 9 Jul the division had: been nacked itz the bridgehead near

Ryves, some four miles nerth-east of Bayeux, (W.D., C.S5,, H.Q.

2 Cdn Inf Div, 7 Jul 443 and VW .Ds. of brigades and units)

78. Thus reinforced, 2 Cin Corps, nuw fully formed and with
all ancillary troops inclt&ing 2 Cdn Aymy Group Royal Artillery
ashore, was ready for operations, tha two infantry divisions and the
armoured brigade ‘being under commeni (¥,.s., GS., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps and uvnits of Corps Troops, € Jul 44; Persoral Diary of
Brig N.I. Rodger). Tt was in the coarse of thu regrouping preparatory
to the continuation of the offcusive by Lt«Gsn Dempsev in the 2
direction of Thury-Harcourt an! Mont Pincon that Lt-Cen Simonds
assumed responsibility for that part of the line running for 8000
yards along the water barrier in front ¢f Caen batween 1 Corps cn
the left towards the sea and 12 Corps, which had taken over from

"8 Corps on the right astridc the 0don. iinctcen months after its
inception in Januvary 1943, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps becanc operational for
the first time a%t 1500 hours on 11 Jul, a date henceforth to be
noteworthy in Canadian military history (Gensral Crder Mo, 281,
1943; and WD., G.S.; H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 11 Jul 44),

79. To begin with, Lt-Ccn Sironds initiated a series of
reliefs in order to withdraw the tired bri-adas of 3 Cdn Inf

Div for brief periods of rest, since although Caén lay under constant
observation and fire from the enemy, 'Us sscurity did not require a
large holding force. ' Conironting us zcrco-s The water from
Colombelles to the junction of the rivers above Bas de Venoix,

Genlt Feuchtinger was too raich preoccunied in throwing up defences,
His 21 Pz Div had been reinforced by 503 Hy Tk Bn with a strength
of thirity-six Tigers =s an earnest cf hard fighting as scon as the
Canadians reverted to the offensive again, (AZF/3 Cdn I.{ Div/C/Ft
Monthly Consolidated Summary of Cdn Ops &nd Agtivi%ies 11-%1 Jul 4%;
and Special Interrogation Report, Feuchtinwe:., he first elements
of 2 Cdn INf Div Lo mcve u. inco the line comprissd 4 Cdn Inf Bde

[ under command of Brigadier Sherwood Lett. During the night 11/12

l Jul, they %took over a sector -n the right couth of the Odon 1un the
vici- ty of Eteryille and Rcerenil froam & brigade of 43 Div wihich
was involved in 12 Corps' southward offensive. WD,, G.5., H.Q.

2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1j24:  appx 25, Ups Loy, 12 Jul 44, Scrial 2310j
and W.Ds. of units and brigades)
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80, In this large regrouping, which had brought

2 Cdn and 12 Brit Corps together into the line, 8 Corps was
taken into reserve for an amoured assault of great dash and
violence through the bridgehead across the Orne below Caen
into the wide and promising tank country to the south. For
such an enterprise the time seemed ripe, Second British
Army was now very strong; it had in fact reached its peak
and could get no stronger; it could only grow weaker us
the. steady drain on its manpower began to have have serious
affect, The toll of casualties which even before the
battle for Caen had amounted in killed, wounded and nissing
to sone 28,000 men, of whom nearly 4000 were Canadians,
nust inevitably impair the fighting efficiency of the
divisions, There was every prospect of an increasingly
heavy toll, The country in which Second Army was now
fighting was ideal defensive country, - The British and
Canadian forces were doing the attacking, the Germans had
the advantage of being the defenders, As for ammour.
Second British Army had three divisions - 7, 11 and Gds,
These were quite fresh and practically untouched. Another,
4 Cdn Armd Div, was expected to arrive before the end of
the month, In addition the C,-in-C, had eight indepsandent
armoured brigades with a strength of over 1000 tanks, . The
moment had therefore come to throw a corps of armoured
divisions into the open country about the road from Caen

to Falaise. (C.M.H.Q. file 4/Summ CIGS/2: C.I.G.S.
Sunnary No. 38)

81, But there were certain limitations which General
Montgomery had always to keep in mind in making his decisions
for committing the British and Canadian forces under his
command, His stock of reinforcements was by no means inex-
haustible., The commitment of these troops to battle
inovitably involved a careful calculation of risks,

82, The plan to bring armour through the restricted
bridgehcad across the Ornc below Caen for debouchment into
the open and hesavily defended country to the south was a bold
one, fraught with crippling possibilities of congestion and
delay fron the very outset, But if the initial dangers o
concentration and assembly were overcome, it offered also
the full sdvantages likely to flow from complete tactical
surprise., For the place chosen to launch a heavy armoured
attack could hardly have entered very plausibly into the
enemy's appreciation of where to expect such a blow. He
had already been deceived as to our intentions by Lit-Gen
Dempsey's operations west of the Orne towards Evrecy and
Thury-Harcourt. He could hardly suspect so sudden an
alternation of the offensive upon his other flank, There
the double obstacle of ship-canal and river, the narrowness
of our lodgement, and his excellent observation from the
high ground overiooking the Orne's lower reaches must have
seemed to render the entervorise extremely unlikely, These
conditions being equally weighed, the chances were accepted,

83, The operation ‘involved three corps. The main
onslaught by 8 Corps in the centre from about Ranville

would be mede by the three armoured divisions to break
through the eneny's positions with a momentum sufficient

to carry them by a wide sweep into the triangle of

high ground between Bretteville-sur-Laize, Vimont and Bour-
ruobus, Thoneoe they would cxploit towards Falaise., On the
right 2 Cdn Corps was to come into acdtion for the first time.
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Canadians would roll up the enenmy's isolated left flank on

far bank of the Orne througi the industrial suburbs, push over the
river from Caen, engulf the Faubourg de Vaucelles, and attack
southward to get a foothold upon the rising ground where Verribres
stood, overlooking our approaches from the north, (AEF/8 Corps/C/I:
8 Corps Op Instr No, 4, Op "Goodwood", 16 Jul 44; and AEF/Second
Army/C/D:" M:eting between Army and Corps Comds), With the

eneny forced to give ground on the slopes to a depth of three

to five miles south and east of the Orne, hispositions west of the
river could be squeezed ont, the Caen gaéeway opened and the Canadians
enabled to concentrate in the plain for an advanee across the

gently rising uplands towards the region of the headwaters of the

Orne and Dives about Falaise, Argentan and Trun, that area portentous
in the history of th: campaign, as it nust come to be also in the
annals of war, So nuch depenﬁéﬂ, then, on our winning this battle
for position6 for as such General Montgomery re-arded it, (Montgomery,
op cit, pp 100-101). The essential of success was speed: the
faster the armour went through, the worse were the enemy's chances of
recovering from the impact and of reorganizing his anti-tank artillery
in t%me to save his front. -The code-name chosen for the operation
was "Goodwood", after a-hallowed fixture in the ealendar of English
horse-racing, pointing the fact that the chief attraction in this
great sporting event was to be a cavalry charge, s

84. All runners were subject to a somewhat serious handieap,

for the gap which it had been possible to clear through our own
ninefields was only wide enough to permit the passage of one regiment
at a time for a dash across the open farmland on a front between
Cuverville and Demouville on the right and the cluster of Touffreville,
Sannerville and Banneville-la-Campagne on the left, All villages were
strongly held and mutually supporting; the factory suburbs over against
the river were organized into strongpoints and garrisoned with

Panzer troops, The eastern flank was known to harbour enemy guns
slted to dispute any advancc towards the Dives. To ensure that the
squadrons of the leading brigade would be able to break in quickly

the tanks were to drive down a corridor, two miles broad and three
deep, blasted through tha German lines by a huge fleet of bombers
conmltted for the unusual purpose of close tactical support by the
Strategic Alr Forces. The tank-run itself was to be made by

dropping fragmentation bonbs fitted with instantaneous fuses to avold
cratering. But it was also necessary to save the armour from having
to run the gauntlet of the enemy's defences thickly set on either

side of th: corridor by paralgzing them with high explosive.

With such a swath of devastation on either flank, 1t was anticipated
that our forces would have no great difficulty in penetrating deep
into the country to the south and south-cast. (AEF/Second /C/F,

Docket III: The "Goodwood Me " 18-21 J 44: Report by D.T.I.,
War Office, 30 Oct 44,
85. The air plan, providing, as it did, for the use of

medium and heavy bombers on an unprecedented scale, was deemed
essential to success, It injected additional complications,
however, into a situation already far from simple. Tactical
bombing of such weight on objectivzs so near to our own forward
lines meant withdrawing our troops well out of harm's way, On the
day before the battle this necessity brought 51 (H) Div stealthily
back to Le Bas de Ranville, and thus almost on top of the road-
crossing from Benouville, seized by troops of 6 Airborne Div on
their first descent and ﬂncwn-in their honour as Pegasus Bridge.
Eastwards the line was retired to Herouvillette and Escoville,
running thence northward to the sea, The result was to render our
holding east of the Orne even more shallow than it had been a
nonth before when the project for an operation of comparatively
modest proportions had been turned down because there had appeared
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to be insufficient room to mount it, Now within the confines of
fewer than five square miles, already overcrowded with troops,
-and closely watched by the enemy from the elevation of the Bois
de Bavent and elsewhere along his ridges, th¢ formations chosen
to lead the assault (11 Armd Div in the cen.traé a brigade of
a

3 Brit Inf Div on the left and a brigade of 3 Cdn Inf Div on the
right) had to conceal themselves during the previous night,  To
ensure surprise the entire west-to-east novement for the con-
centration of the armoured forces to be engaged had to be carried
out under cover of darkness, a necessity which enhanced the
difficulty of the problem of traffic control, In spite of the
dearth of accommodation, the danger of betrayinz our intentions

to the enemy nmade it impossible to pass any more troops over the
river until the advance itself had begun., When that happened .
only a small portion of the troops to be committzd would be
across, and everything would depend on getting the great mass

of them over without mishap to the three sets of bridges available
and without serious hindrance from enemy fire, Three new bridges
would be flung across durin: the day, but the first of these would
not be ready until 2000 hours. By that time many things might have

gone wrong. (Ibid)

86. A further complication arising from the plan to

use the bombers was its indispensability. If the weather were bad,
the entire project would have to be called .off, that powerful
spring uncoiled without a sign being given to %he eneny that
anything untoward had been taking place, The dispersal of the
divisions concentrated west of river and canal could easily be

lost to hostile notice amnng the thousands of vehicles plying every
road and track-way across the bridgehead in the unending routine of
maintenance and supply. But extricating the fornations east of
the water line and pushing out the bridgehead again would be

more ticklish, As things turned out, it was not known until

0140 hours on 18 Jul that the operation would in fact take place

that day. (Ibid)

87. It was rcalized from the beginning that should the
enemy have time to form his usual anti-tank screen, the traffic
problem alone would prevent the infantry fron gettlng forward

-?uickly enough to help the armour to get through (ihid). The

asks of clearing the industrial suburbs and opening new routes across
the river from Caen laid commensurate responsibility on 2 Cdn
Corps, The Canadian plan was that 3 Cdn Inf Div should attack with
8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes east of the river, while 7 Cdn Inf Bde remained
in reserve, ready to put a battalion across through Caen. Starting
from Longueval, 8 Cdn Inf Bde would push along the river bank

to capture Colombelles, Giberville and Mondeville, 9 Cdn Inf Bde
would then be passed tﬂrough to clear the Faubourg de Vaucelles,
(W.D., G.S,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx "L", Op Order
No. 5, Op “Atlantie", 16 Jul 44). Both brigades carried out
rehearsals on 16 and 17 Jul in order to prepare thenselves to meet
the problems of traffic control and communication which must

arise, (W.Ds, of units of 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 16-17 Jul 44),
To exploit southward, Maj-Gen Foulkes was to bring in 2 Cdn

Inf Div, either by pushing his troops across thc river at Caen,

or by an assault crossing from the vicinity of Louvigny, which

he would first clear with 4 Cdn Inf Bdey and thus in any

case secure th: right flank for our ogerations in the hilly wedge

¢ Andressur<Orne and

es’ (W.D,, 6.S., H.Q, 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 16,
17 Jui’s4), | .

Verri
Op Instr No, 2,
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88, During the night 17/18 Jul the lasteninute concentration
for the "Goodwood Meeting" and the Canadian ;hase, czlled by

the tonno*ative nane "Atlantic", was gonmpleted wi%hout nishap.

That evening 8 Cdn Inf Bde madc the journey from near Cambes
across the Bailey bridges to assemble at Le Bas de Ranville
where all was roady by the early hours of the mornming. (¥.D.,
H.Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 17 Jul 44; and Appx 9, Movement Table,

Op "Atlantic"), On the west bank of the eanal south of
Blainville, through heavy traffic on road and track-way almost
‘obseured by.the dense clouds of dust, the battalions of 9 Cdn

Inf Bde took up position, (W .Ds. of units of 9 Cdn Inf Bds,

17 Jul 44), 11 through the night, Lt-Gen 0'Cnonnor's. three .
armoured divisions were moving forward. Gds Armd Div travelled

20 miles from Bayeux to halt at the Beuville-Hermanville. road
shortly befors first light., 7 Armd Div came up from Cully,

east of Bayeux, to wait with the head of its column just north

of Beuville, ready to cross the Orne behind the two Canadian
brigades. The only tanks to cross the sapper bridges over the
Orne before H hour were those of 29 Armd Bde of 11 Armd Divis

the inevitable noise and resultant risk of giving warning of
the %ggask being thereby diminished, ('Em;m“_ Report,
as above el

89, ~ Oberstgruppenfiihrer Joseph "Sepp" Dietrich, the uncouth
adventurer whom Nazi politics and his own crude ruthlessness had
thrust into the command of 1 §.S. Pz Corps, claims to have beén
aware of our concentration, Interviewed a year later, Dietrich
explained that when our barrage opened up, he lay down, not to
avold the shelling, but to listen with his ear to the ground in
order to detect any sound of assembling armour. He had learned
the trick in Russia. Without resort to the aid of science, but,
by this simple means of personal research the corps commandcr was
enabled (he said) to hear tracked vehicles mavini-on hard ground
for a distance of over six kilometres, (Special Interrogatio:
Report, Dietrich, as above), = Whethsr his assertion be true or
ﬁog, Tittle §Ime remained for the enamﬁ to alter his dispositions
before the blow fell, In any case, they were formidable enough.
From Louvigny to Maltdt on our righ£ Dietrich held the sector with
272 Inf Div, strengthened with a battalion of tanks from 1 8.8, .
Pz Div, the remainder of which, together with 12 5,5, Pz Div, he
kept in reserve (ibid). South of Caen Feuchtinger of 21 Pz
Div faced us with his supplenentargebattalion of Tigers, Under

6 Corps, watching the Orne from the city to the sea, were the
two remaining Jdger regiments of 16 Luftwaffe Fd Div, and 711 and
346 Inf Divs. %he airmen were now in a fair way to being wiped
out, since the assault would pass directly through their positions,
The Canadians attacking down the right bank would encounter the
rather more redoubtable 192 Pz Gren Regt of 21 Pz Divy and the
British tanks could be expected to hit 125 Pz Gren RaﬁEQOf the

same Division ‘which lay in their path in the rear of Luftwaffe.
(8pecial Interrogation Revort, Feuchtinger)
90, Everything now depended on the weather, The forecasts

were promising, indicating that the fog and cloud which lay over

the battlafiel& during the previous day and kept our aircraft on

the ground would clear sufficiently by the following morning to
parmftvtha Strategic Air Force to engage. (W.D.A4 Sy HQo

2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 4, Ops Log, 17 Jul 44, Serials

25, 26 and 57; and Appx 3, Int Summary No. 7). During the evening
Second British Army adviseé’its'corps that the attack would
probably go in by 0745 hours on the morrow, (Ibid: Appx 4,

Ops Log, 17 Jul 44, Secrials 67 and 78). As we have scen,
confirmation came at 0140 hours.
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91, Shortly after first light on 18 Jul, the battle
0£ened with the most concentrated assault yet made from the
alr, A total of 1023 bomb rs, ggidad by Pathfinders which
dropped red flares over the targets, flew over in seemingly
endless succession across a brilliant sky. For 49 minutes they
attacked the flanks on either side of the defile through

which 11 Armd Div was to advance} they dropped more than

5000 tons of explosive - on the factory suburbs, preparing the way for
3 Cdn Inf Div, on Samnorville to help 3 Brit Int Div forward

on the left, and on the fortified village of Cagny which lay

in the path of the armour, No ensm{ fighters appeared and
anti-aircraft fire, moderate at first, decrensed as the counter-

flak programme was opened by the guns massed north of Caenj

only six R.A.F. bombers were lost. These terrible blows were

- immediately followed up by over 300 medium bombers of the Ninth

U,8. Alr Force, which scattered thousands of fragmentation

bombs along the tanke-run between Cuverville and Cagnys at the
same time nearly 600 Liberators bombed targets to the east and
south in order to disrupt communications and prevent or delay

counter-attacks., ("Goodw ce " Re ‘as above; see
particularly Tactical Bullet 0 Air iﬁistrg, 23 Jul 44),
which is attached to the report as an appendix.) espite the

tremendous seale on which the air plan had been conceived, the
tonnage of bombs dropped, and the fact that only two to three
thousand yards separated our leading units and the nearest
targets, no casuvalties were caused to our own troops. Nor was any
respite given to the enemy, for our counter-flak fire merged into
a counter=battery cannonade carried out by 15 field, 12 medium,
three heavy and two heavy anti-aireraft regiments, (AEF/Second -
Army/C/F, Docket II: TI 2 S i ern Europe, R.A, Second
Arny Ar 0, 2, 1 X . . Onece nore, guns of
the  Royal Navy joined ose of our artillery on land %o
overwhelm the German batteries, the monitor "Roberts" and ths
cruisers "Enterprise" and "Mauritius" lending a secaborne bass as
gg4gndertona to the general thugder:of the gombaidment (c.B.

Oy | & ' e 9 = v

o " Under cover of the noise the tanks warmed their engines
and assembled for the opening phase of the battle, With ten :
minutes to go, there was 2 lull in the roar which for two hours had
echoed across the valley of the Orne, 2s the gunners ranged to

give close sug orting fire to the divisions awaiting the order to
attack, At gg? hours 800 guns began to lay a concentration of
high explosive on targets ringing the enemy's perimeter from the
banks of the Orne eastwnrds almost to Troarn. -~ Even before the

_ counter-battery programme had come to an end, two hundred 25-pounders
‘began to fire a barrage moving forward at the rate of 150 yards a

ninute, Behind it the tanks of 11 Arnmd Div crossed the start-
1line, passed through the gap in our own mineficld and were off on a
speciacular advance to break into the Gsrman defannqs and carry our

line nearly seven miles to the south, :

93. As the tanks sped away in the centrey the infantry
began to apply their slower and mote delibsrate methods to

rvoot out the enmemy; 3 Brit Inf Div on the left advanced on
Touffreville, S8annerville and Banneville-la-Campagne, with Troarn
as. the farther objective (AEF/1 Brit Corps/C/I: Instr No, 9)1

3 Cdn Inf Div set out on its eventful march up.the east bank of the
river, Under cover of concentrations fired by four field and

two medium reginents, the two leading battalions of 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
R. de Chaud on the right by the river bank, an’ Q.0.R. of C. on the
left astride the road to Golombelles, lined up 2 few hundred yards
to the south of Le Bas de Ranville, Half an hour 1ater6 the 96
guns of the divisional artillery laid down a barrage 2000 yards wide,
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extending frqm £re river to the Corps' left bodndafy just
gout! of Ste Fonorine, wtsre it remained for 30 minutes while
the battaliong moved quickly .across the area whence Scottisr

- troops had withdrawn on tle previous day in order to be .clear

of the bombing. N, Srore R. followed, and close belind were
tle leading elements of 9 Cdn Inf Bde,wrich Fad begun to .

~cross the bridges at F lkour: - (W.D., F.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July 194L:

Apox 1, Message Log, 18 Jul 44, Serials ¢, 10, 11, 12 and 15;
W.De Q404Re-0f C., JUly-1944: Appx 18; ALF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,

" Docket II: Op Reports, Jul 4k, "itlantic®; and AGF/8 Corps/C/I:

R.A., 8 Corps, Fire Flan, Op "““oocdwood")

oL, Tte first report trat tre Canadians had run -into
opposition came in at about 0940 hrours from R, de Chaud wiich

had been ralted by fire from tre woods and crdteau (086707) just
nortr.of tre railway at Colombelles,  (#W.D,, F.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
July 1944: Appx 1, Daily Log, 18 Jul 44, Serial 21; and 40F/3 Cdn

Inf Div/C/F, Docket II: Ops Reports, Jul TAtlantici),
Tre long interval since tle air bombardment ended a O4 rours

rad enabled tre enemy to recover from tre shock and to
reorganize his shattered defences, and if tre ligit, quickly-
moving barrage caused him again to seek cover, it soon passed

and left 'is gtrongpoints untouctred, On tre left tie barrage
was soon to outstrip 9.0.R« of C., wro rad managed to follow it
closely enougr as far as the road from Colombelles to Cuverville,
Till-4tren tie stunned, unkappy drafteeg of tre Luftwaffe

- Division had ‘'surrendered wit» little srow of fight. - But

wren tte barrage went off on tte new axis south-east towards

- Giberville, it left tre battalion betrind, Yeld up:by tre fire

of snipers and macrine-guns from tre ruge, battered but still
ungubdued factory buildings standing on 'igl ground close

. above tre Orne on tieir rigrt. L lrastily-mounted attack,

asgisted by a troop of tanks, on tre crogs-roads east of
Colombelles improved tre situation, and witi tre flank relatively
secure, the Queen's Own and tanks of: 6 Can Armd Regt (1 Ha)

- pushed across tle wreatfields and reached the outskirts of

Giberville, capturing lerge numbers of prisoners in brief,
confused skirmiskes, (eDsy, Ge0.Rs of C.y July 1944: Appx 18)

95 Tre situation by tre river did not improve so quickly.
Tre success achieved in by-passing tre steel-works was not
repeated in tle case of tle troublesome cl@teaus R, de Craud
could not get forwerd, and in consequence N, Skore R,; coming

up bebhind, was likewise brouglt to a ralt. Tke whkole of

O Cdn Inf Bde closed in and a scene of indescribable congestion -
followed. (W.Ds,, F,%, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, and N. Srore R.,

18 Jul L4; and AEF/8 Cin Inf Bde/C/D: Interview witk

Lt<Col D,B,Buell), Tre artillery barrage moved uselessly

on to tte south (W.D., F.0, R.C.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div, 18 Jul 44).
N. Store R, made its way down tre steep river bank to tre north
of tre cr2teau, but was again held up and came to a standstill
until evening. 8.D. & G, Figrrs, leading ¢ Cdn Inf Bde along
the tow-path, attemnted to -usr tirougl R, de Ciaud and quell
tre resistance wrich wae trus fantastically rolding up the wrole
attack. : (¥.D., FeQe 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Jul 44). By noon

tre close woods and orcrards in & ¢ neigrbouriood were full of

a m@lée. of soldiers, somewhat entangled witl one another. as well
as witr ttre enemy, F.L.I, of C., coming up berind along tie
tow-pat)r, and Nt} N,9.Figrrs, marcring up tre Longueval -
Colombelles road, rad fortunately not become involved. (Inid).
Tre cratering of tre roads by tre bombing rendered trem impassable
for wreeled ve! icles and made tiings all tre more difficult.
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96. Shortly after noon R, de Chaud was ordered to with-.
draw to a safe distance to enable the artillery to engage the
ch@teau prior to a renewed attack (W.D,, H,Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, July
1944: Appx 1, Daily Log, 18 Jul 44, Serial 56), At 1440 hours

the fire of all guns in supﬁort of the division was ranged

against this obstruction (W,D., 14 Cén Fd Rerst, 18 Jul 44),

Some of the shells landed among our own trcops and inflicted several
casualties, one of the companies of S,D, & G, Highrs being

caught in the open and badlv shaken up (W,D,, S.D, & G, Highrs,

18 Jul 44), Whether this accident was the result of a few rounds
falling short, or whether it was due to the uncertain and bewildering
situation, with three battalions from two brigades all trying to
attack the same place at once. cannot be known, For a moment
widespread disopganization seemed to have set in, and a further
pause was necessary before order could be restored and fresh

attacks set going, (Interview with Lt-Col Buell, as above),

But the chateau was now seen to have been set on fire, and

R, de Chaud at last succeeded in breaking in,

97, At 1645 hours Maj-Gen Keller issued new instructions.
R, de Chaud was to clear the chdateau and N, Shore R, to

mount an attack against the steel-works, 9 Cdn Inf Bde would by=-
pass this battle, keeping Nth N,S, Highrs to the west movine along
the river bank to Vaucelles and S,D, & G, Highrs to the east to
seize Mondeville (W,D,, G,S.;; H.Q, 3 Cdn Inf Div, Julv 1944:
Appx 1, Message Log, 18 Jul 44, Serial 197), The divisional
attack now began to gain momentum again, Within a few minutes

R, de.Chaud reported possession of the ch@teau and that another
company had pushed on into Colombelles, (Ibid, Serial 185),
There S.D, & G, Highrs ran into difficultv alike with the enemy's
fire and mines and our own craters, and there they were comnelled
to remain for the night, H.L.I. of C, were caught up in the
vicinity of the factories where they again had the misfortune

of losing their commanding officer, Major G,A,M,Edwards, who

was wounded, . (W,Ds, of units, 18 Jul 44), Over on the brigade's
right, however, Nth N,S, Highrs pushed forward along the river

" bank, through mines, sniping and spasmodic mortar-fire, to enter

the outskirts of Vaucelles shortly before midnirht, They

made contact with Regina Rif in the mornine, (w.,D,, Nth N.S.
Highrs, 18 Jul 443 and 'W,D,, G.S.,, H,Cy 3 Cdn Inf Div,‘July 1944:
Appx 1, Message Log, 19 Jul 44, Serials 31 to 33)

98, On the flank, Q.0.R. of C, entered Giberville about

noon, but found themselves opposed by a garrison still capable

of putting up a fight for some hours amonest the ruins and the
orchards; Throughout the dav the battalion was hampered by fire
from the industrial quarter in Colombelles; vehicles could not be
brotight forward because of mines; dealing with the scattered groups
of enemy made control very difficult, and the burden of directing
the battle fell meinlv on the company commanders, The battalion
became dispersed; to make matters worse there was practically

no ammunition left, But this was not allowed to hinder the work

of clearing the vil¥re, for the battalion put up a great bluff,

and by a series of bold shows actually duped large numbers of the
enemy Into surrenderine, The provision of escorts to take the
prisoners to the rear caused its ownembamacssment, however, since

it depleted the strength of the comrmanies in front, Inder these
strange conditions the struggle continued until the evening.

(w,D., Q.0.R. of C,, July 1944: Appx 12; and AEF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D:
Memorandum of Interview with Lt J.A.C:Auld)

99, When in the course of the morning it had become

evident that 9 Cdn Inf Bde, held by the stubborn resistance of the
enemy in the ch®teau, would only be able to get into the Faubourg
de Vaucelles after a protracted delav, Lt-Gen Simonds had ordered
Brigadier H.W,Foster, who had 7 Cdn Inf Bde in readiness for such
a contingency, to send a patrol over the river from Caen at

1300 hours, and when the enemy situation was known, to be

prepared to throw a battalion across into the suburb (W.D,,
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G.S., H.Q, 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Anpx 4, Ops log, 18 Jul 24,
Snrial 451 Assisted by a Frencb guide of the Resistance, the
seout platoon of Recina Rif made the crossing by wav of the
Orne bridges which had bzen only partially destroved, A few
machinf-?uns opened up: otherwise the wav scemed to be clear,
(v.D,, Rerina Rif, 18 Jul 44), To ensure trat our troovs

- should:not fall into a trap, the erossire in force bv Re~ina
"Rif at 1715 hours wzs m2de under cover of fire from machin=-rsuns,

,. mortars and the corps artillerv, ©No trap had b-en laid,

.Opposition was slirht, The 1leadin- companies got in quicklv

and began clearing out snipers from the factories and railwav
yards, Within the necxt fouvr hours the whole battalion was
acrossy, at a cost of verv few casualties; ané was consolidatine
north of the main road running through the town: one company
stayed by the river bank to pratect our bridging parties.

(7.D.. Repgina Rif, 18 Jul 44; and W,D,, H,Q, 7 Con Inf Bde July
1944:  Appx A, Daily Log, 18 Jul 24, 3eriais 1327, 1338,

1346, 13“2, and 136¢)

100. The prospects of defﬂndin? the Fau%ourg had evidently

. not appealed to the enemv, whose rear was threatened bv the

armoured drive across his lines of communiecation souvthward,
But he was still willing to carrv on the fight to the nor th-
east where N, Shore R,, following a half-hour's bombardment,
jumped into = somewhet hastily improvisced attack against the

‘steeleworks at 1800 hours, As the companies came in across

the race-track east of Colombelles, extended in line over the

.'open.ground, a sudder storm of rain mercifullv spoiled

visibility for the enemy's cunners, The factories reached, the
affair broke up into a number of scattered fights over a chaos of
rubble, around ~reat bomb-craters, in and out of wrecked

" buildings, and amongst the many dead Geormars, who, even in their

slit-trenches, had been killed .bv the hombing and shelline,
Throu-h this desolation our troons swent methodieally "like
beaters", Though few of the enemv remained behind to carry on
an organizeﬁ defence, those fow hune~ on rrimly in dug-outs,
holes and amonest the d€brdis, Thev fought on into the night
and not until daylight were thev finished with and a2 local
silence restored against the intermittent thunder of thn guns,
(Interview with Lt-Col D,B,Rucll, as ahove)

101, In Giberville, toeo, the bitter ficht continued and
although with their reserve commany up, 2.0,R, of C; were ahle to
push on +o the railwav line to the south end of the village,
durinﬂ the evening the ceneny flung in a counter-attack against
them, They fought it off ard added another 200 prisoners to

the large bag taken during the dav, Bv 2130 hours the

situation was well in-hand and the brigad¢ was-able to report

the battalion on all objectives, (".D., CiS,, B.Q: 3 Con Inf

Div, Julv 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log, 12 Jul 44, Serials 216, 235

and 240)

102, On -the right £lanit of the Corps' battle Haeren
Foulkes was moving 2 Cdn Inf Div into thc phase of exploitation
intended to carry the advance four miles south of -Caen to the
important high ground about Verrilres, The attack by 4 Cén
Inf Bde. west of the Orne against Iouvigny, designed to protect
the right flank of £ Cdn Inf Bde in its assault on the opposite
bank, bezan late in the afternoon, and bv nightfall R, Regt C,
had driven the enemy out of the orchards immediatelv to the
north of the village, During the attack brigade headquarters
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was shclled and Brigadier Lett (who, it will be recalled, had
become a. casualty while commanding this same brigade at 6ieppe
in 1942) was .again wounded, the command for the reémainder of the

action passing to Lt-Col C,M,Drury, (W,D., R, Regt C,,

18-19 Jul 44; and W,D,, H,2, 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Jul 44),
With the enemy.occupied by this threat to his positien on the

left bank, 5 Cdn Inf Bde prepared to put over its assault in
the direction of St Andre’, At 2215 hours R.H.C. crossed over

.from Caen into the western end of the Faubourg. and althopgh

the assaulting company suffcred casualties from machine-eun

- and mortar fire, it soon gained its objcectives, and a kapok

bridge was quickly constructed by the sappers to enable the

rest of the battalion to come over, (W,D,, R.H,C., 18 Jul 24),

During the night contact was established with Regina Rif =ast
of the road to Falaise, (W,D,, Regina Rif, July 1944: Appx 3,
Int Log, 19 Jul 44, Serial 4), The way was now clear for the
engineers to get to work with their brideing,

103, In the first phase of the Canadian operations along
the right bank of the Orne the traffic carrying sunplies for

8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes had crossed the river over the bridees near
Blainville and Benouville; 4t had been an important part of
Lt-Gen Demnsey's plan, however, to get bridges over farther south,
first at Herouville, as the advance vprogressed, and then at

Caen as soon as the Faubourg fell into our hands (W,D,, H.Q.

9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 11, 3 Cdn Inf Div Adm Instr

No, 4, 18 Jul 44; and W.,D,, G.S,, H,(.,3 Cdn .Inf Div, July 1944:
Appx f, Op -Order No, 5). But owing to the tenacity of the enemy
in hanging on at Colgmbelles, the diwisional enginecers workingz

on the Herouville site came under intense shelling and mortaring
suffered numerous casualties, and, despite persistent effort, ha&
in the end to abandon the attempt and be put on to other tasks
cast of the river, (W.,D,, G.S,, H.Q, 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944:
Apgx 1, Ops Log, 18 Jul 44, Serial 88, and 19 Jul 44, Serial 125;
w.D,, H,Q, R.C.ﬁ., 3 Cdn Inf Div, 18 and 20 Jul 44), Possession
of the Faubourg, however, gave the corps enginecrs and those

of 2 Cdn Inf Div their opportunitv to link citv and suburd once
more, Thev began work shortly after midnight, (TDie G:Ss,
H,2, 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 29, Op Instr No, 2, 16 Jul 44;
W.D., G.S., H,C. 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 16, Op Instr

No, é, 17 3u1). Within twelve hours thev had compieted one
bridge capable of bearing tanks, at the main road-crossing, a
tank-carrying raft just south-west of the eity, a smaller bhridge
nearby, and another in the area of the dockyards -- a feat of
skill and energy extremely important in its bearing on the
projection of the offensive to the south (W,D,, G,S.,, H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corpd, July 1944: Appx 4, Ops Log, 19 Jul, Serials 11, 42 and
453 W,D,, G.S., H,Q; 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944;: Apgr 5, Ops
Log, 19 Jul, Serials 1295, 1298, 1300, 1315 and 1328) e
daneers of the bottleneck at Ranville were over.

104, They had not been without serious consegquences,
however, in preventing 2 broad, hard and immediate impact of our
forces in such strength and with as full effect as had been
hoped, The armoured dash by 8 Corps had been halted with
disappointing abruptness, At first things had gone well,
Cuverville and Demouville were overrun without much apposition,
In 1ittle more than an hour the leading tanks were crossing the
railway to the west of Cagny, but after that the attack had been
blunted by enemy tanks and self-progelled guns which increased

in numbers as the enemy rushed 1 S.5. Pz Div northward from the
valley of the Lalson, near Rouvres and Maizieres, where it had
been recovering from recent wounds. Its commander, Brigadeflihrer
Wisch, brought more than 100 tanks with him, a sufficlient barﬁier

to stem the tide of the British advance, z“Goodwoo% Hegﬁ}gg
Report, as above; and Special Interrogation Revort, Wi

109, The leading squadrons of 11 Armd Div had managed to
penetrate into the flat, featurcless farmland as far as Sollers,



Ao s
8w i

-39 =

f hﬁt'only under fire from the commanding ground at—Bourguébus,
‘and from the flanks, which had not yet been disturbed by our troops

struzgling to get up from the rear, A heavy counter-attack,
presum: bly made by some of Wisch's tanks, and 'supported bv
intense fire from the ridge, forced the British tanks to fall
back on Grentheville, ‘Here renewed efforts to get forward
again during thc afternoon were frustrated by heavy anti-tank
fire and by the cnemy's vigorous efforts to regain lost ground.
Wisch when interrogated in 1945 recalled the destruction of
great numbcrs of British tanks in the area about La Hoguej

~and 11 Armd Div reported 118 tanks knocked out on 18 Jul,

though "of these only 85 turned out to be Z cas" - ("Goodwood
Meeting" Report). The idea’of the Corps' battle as the

. Intrusion of a. five-pronged fork into the enemy's flesh worked

out unevenly, The foremost tine, 11 Armd Div, was weakened

by the lack 1n penetration of the others, and our leading tanks
badly suffered from the exposure of their flanks, On the left
Gds Armd Div ran into heavy fire from Cagny, where the bombing
had left the enemy still full of fight, Attempts to by-pass

the place failed: the farther the tanks went, the more difficult
the country became, and the area could not be cleared until the
evening, The sweep to the south and east towards Vimont

was, thus out of the question, and at nightfall Le Poirier,
Frenouville and Emieville all remained in possession of the eneny,
Nor ‘was .7 .Armd .Div in any position to rclieve the isolation of our
armour in front, having become involved in an inextric¢able Jam

of traffic in the bottleneck between Cuverville and Demouville
with the result that the leading regiment did ‘not start to depioy
in the gap between Gds Armd and 11 Armd Divs until the evening,
("Goodwood Meeting" Revort, as above) On the right.flank over
towards the river the enemy's resolute tenure of chdteau and
factories prevented the Canadians from giving quick relief there,
Conformity by the infantry on the far left was helpful, without,
of coursey, having a decisive bearing on the main battley 3 Brit
Inf Div had taken Sanncrville, driven into the woods a mile beyond
Escoville, and eastward to within a few hundred yards of Troarn,
(w,D,, G.S, Ops, H,Q, First Cdn Armv, July 1944: Appxy 71,
Cositintrep Nos, 42 and- 43) at

106, The armour had got far enough, however, tc outflank
such of the enemy as remained in the environments of the Faulourg
de Vaucelles, and the completion of the operation on the following
dav did not invelve 3 Cdn Inf Div in anv heavy fighting,

At 0400 hours, after a relatively quiet night; disturbed only

by several sharp hostile air raids ("Goodwood Meeting" Renort,

as above), 9 Cdn Inf Bde began to disinfest the Faubourg of
snipers, mines and the occasional machine-gun, The tattalions
made contact and spent a strenuous early morning amonz the
houses, (W.,D,, H,Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 5, Int Log,
19 Jul 44, Serials 21 and 24; and W,Ds, of units, 19 Jul 44),
When this task had been compieted, Lt-CGen Simonds‘ intentions
were that 3 Cdn Inf Div should recorganize and press on southwards
to capture Cormelles (W,D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, Julyv 1944:

Appx A, Battle Log, 19 Jul 44, Serial 1388), On the right of
the sector, east of the main road to Falaise, 2 Cdn Inf Div was
to capture Fleury-sur-Orne, the hill to the south and the village
of Ifs at i1ts foot over to the left, and then to descend the
farther slope upon ‘St Andre-sur-Orve * (W,D,, G,S.,, K.Q, 2 Cdn

Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 19 Jul 44, Ssrial 1355).

107, With our tanks ranging the countrv to the south, the
enemy's situation in Cormelles had become ‘too precarious for him
to attempt to hold the place, and H.,L.,I. of C, was able to
secure it against only a few snipers, althouch the battalion
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came under fairly severe fire from hostile mortars outside .
(W.D.igG.S., H,Q, 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1,

Ops
Log, ‘Jul 244, Serial 56), Ilate in .the afternoon 7 8dn Inf
Bde took over, and the evening found 9 Cdn Inf Bde back in the

‘Faubourg (W.Ds,,of brigades, 19 Jul 44),

108, ¢ Meanwhile, west of the main highway, Brigadier
W.J.Megill had brought all the units of 5 Cdn inf Bde across the
Orne for an attack designed to push out our flank along the

line of the river and to plant our right foot upon the first step
of the high ground over which it would be necessary to climb

in order to reach Falaise, The attack on Fleurv-sur-Orne

. which R, de Mals put in at 1300 hours%fsupported by tanks of

27 Cdn Armd Regt (Sher Fus R.), got off to a bad start: the
two leading companies formed up too far ahead of their start-
line, and fell foul cf the opening barrage, (W.D., R, de Mais,
19 Jul 24), But they reached the village and met with 1ittle
opposition there, Calg Highrs passed through and at 1715
hours began to ascend thé¢ slope under mortar fire to canture
Hil1l 67, They dug in, repulsed a counter-attack, were a
target for the enemy's guns and mortars during the night and
lost many casualties, (W,D,, Calg Highrs, 19 Jul 44), On
their left across the base of the hill, R.H.C. came out from
Vaucelles at 2215 hours to seize Ifs, Shortly. after midnight
the battalion reported that its task was done, although
actually the mcssage was erroneous and the viilage was not
occupied until late the following morning, (W,D,, H.Q, 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 12, Message Log, 19 Jul 44, Serial
93; and W,D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 Jul 22

109. While the armoured operations of 8 Corps on the
Canadian left continued with considerable tactical gains
throughout 19 Jul, it became apparent that their main effect

and potential could no longer be as great as had originally
been hoped, The enemy had been quick to reinforce during

the night along the line of the villages in front of 1l and

7 Armd Divs, and still sat strongly entrenched in Le Poirier and
Frenouville to withstand Gds Armd Div, Tanks and self-
propelled guns, based on the woods. between Vimont and Secqueville
and becoming active shortly after daylight, indicated that the
Germans were now well prepared to meet any new thrusta to the
south and south-west, The onslaught which began again in the
afternoon carried the armoured brigades into Soliers and Four,
Bras, Hubert-Folie and Le Poirier, as ordered bv the corps

. commander, but not into Bourguébus, which remained to the enemy

during the night, although cut off on the north, east and west,

& od M ng" Repbrt, as above)
110, The second day's fighting had been heavy, and though
progress was slow, our armour had advanced some 10,600 yards

and the énemy had been hard hit, He had lost heavily in

both tanks and personnel, surrendering over 2000 prisoners.
(AEF/5eccond Army/L/F, Docket I: 18 Jun - 24 Jul 44, Int Summary
No, 45, 20 Jul 44), 21 Pz D%K had sustained its

severest defeat, and the. two. Jager regiments of the

- Luftwaffe Div had been badly brokéen up (éfgﬁlgl_ln&g::ggg&ign
nggztt Feuchtinger), the remnants probably being combined and

committed again as battle groups (Second Army Int Summary
No, 46), As 1 S,5. Pz Corps was in the process of extending
eastwarde, the. enemy's order of battle and divisional
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boundaries appeared. to our Intelligence to be somewhat confused
(Compare Special Interrogation ReggrtF Diectrich). 272 Inf Div
_ “+had been withdrawn from Louvigny and eury~-sur-0rne, but was
' 8811l in position astrid~ the river, East of ‘the Falaise road
‘ 1 8.8, Pz Div barred the way at Bourguébus, and some prisoners had
.been taken from 12 §,S, Pz Div, although that formation as a

whole had not yet made its appearance, (Second Army Int Summary
No, 45, as above) : :

3 5 L On the third day of the "Goodwood Meeting" the weather
"broke, The rest of thc battle was fought out mairly by the
infantry, Fresh attacks by 8 Corps early in the morning brought
Bourguebus and Frénouville within our forward lines, Orders
followed from Lt-Gen Dempsey that the advance would then be
discontinued for the time-being; the armured brigades would
| regroup and be brought up to strength, ("Goodwood ¥ecting"
REDQPS, as above), In accordance with instructions received on-
the previous day, Lt-Gen Simonds extended his sector eastward to
Bras and Hubert-Folie, which were taken over by 9 Cdn Inf Bde,
(w,D,, G.,S,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1924: Appx 1, Ops lLog,
19 Jul 24, '8erials ™72, 124, and 20 Jul, Serials 11 and 17;
W.D., H.Q, 7 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx A, Ops Log, 20 Jul 44,
Serials 6, 16 and 193 and W,Ds,, S.P, & G, Hyghrs and Nth N.S,
Highrs, 20 Jul 44), It remained for 2 Cdn Inf Div to imorove
and consolidate its positions on the richt, Regrouping during the
previous night had relieved 4 Cdn Inf Bde west of the:Orne where.at
Louvigny, 129 Bde of 43 Div closed up to the river for a
co-ordinated advance with 5 Cdn Inf Bde to clear the banks and
ive protection to the right flank of the Canadian attack,

.D., G,S., H,Q, 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 25, Ops Log, 1%
19 Jul 44, derial 1435). Brigadier H,A, Young with Essex Scot
under his command, brought 6 Cdn Inf Bde over the Orne, established
his command post at Ifs, and grepared to carry our line forward
on to the kidney-shaped Verrieéres ridge, Three of.his battalions
were to move forward on a frontage of 4000 yards, advancing
through the wheat, now growing to the height of a2 man's waist and
covering the slopes to the south, (W.D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde,

20 Jul 44), Camerons of C, were to take the main road near
the Orne, leading up and over Hill 67, to descend upon the twin
villages of St André-sur-Orne and St ﬁartin-de-?ontenay. !
Fus M,R, on the left were to seize Verridres itself at the eastern
and lower end of the ridge. S, Sask R, was to make the climb
in the centre to secure the south-western portion of the ridge,
loocking down on May-sur-Orne and Fontenayv-le-Marmion, Essex
Scot were to come up in the rear of S, Sask R, and to take
position at the cross-roads (036614) on the lateral road connecting
St Andréd-sur-Orne, and Hubert-Folie, The Scottish would
thus be placed abhoutequidistant from the objectives of the other
three battalions, Two supporting squadrons.of 27 Cdn Armd
Regt would dep%og)to bring most of their weight on the flanks,

i

(Ipid: Appx 7

Sy With the storm and the worst of their troubles still
to come, at 1500 hours on 20 Jul the infantry got up from the
grainfields to push forward bchind timed concentrations fired by
| both the Canadian divisional artilleries and by 2 Cérn and 8 Army
! Groups Royal Artillery, Though the enemy replied with gun

! and mortar, the attack begarn well: within two hours leading

, elements of Camerons of C, were reported in the northern part of
|

St Andre’, which despite heavy fire from machine-guns and

mortars from the other side of the Orne, and with the aid of

the supporting tanks, was held against the first counter-attack.
(W,D,, H.Q., 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 Jul 44)., The advance of 5 Cdn
Inf Bde to clear the river bank in co-operation with the British




. brigade on the other side could now get under way, Basse '.
was found to be unoccupied on the right bank and Athis
... secured on the left (W.,D,, R, de Mais, 20 Jul 44; W,D,,
-H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 12, Message-togy,2l Jul 44,
Serial 137), . .Not long ufter our entry into St Andre, two
companies of S, Sask R, werec also on their objectives
(Ibid: Appx 7 (viiil), Int log, Op "Atlantic", 20 Jul 44,
Serials 30, 32 and 343. On the left Fus M,R, captured Beauvoir
and Troteval Farms, threc-quarters of a mile north of Verridres,
but were immediateiy counter<attacked and held (W.D,, Fus M.R,,
20 Jul 44), Then our affairs took an unfortunate turn, Unable
to make any further headway up the slope towards Verriéres, the
Fusiliers posted themselves strongly behind their two farms.
Two of their companies, however, managed to work their way farther
south,: but only to be cut off: at battalion headquarters nothing
-~was known of their fate. (W.D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bdy, 20 and
‘21 -Jul 44) - :

113, To make matters worse, when the attack had been under
way for only 75 minutes, a heavv thunderstorm broke over the
-battlefield, = Momentarily the rain and the bad light interfered
with the enemy's observation, but before long the powdery top
soil turned to mud. Communications between brigade and the
battalions, and between battalions and companies, became
increasingiy difficult, .There was bad news from the centre,

S. Sask R, reported at 1750 hours that it had been counter-
attacked by tanks, A few minutes later the battalion's
wireless faded out and brigade headquarters lost contact,

(Ibid: Appx 7 (viii), Int Log, 20 Jul 44, Op "Atlantic",
Serials 41 and 42), It was not until that evening that
Brigadier Young learned what had happened and then only from
casualties: they were to bring back a sombre history.

114, As soon as the battalion had recached its objective, the
commanding officer, Major G,R,Matthews, ordered his anti-tank
guns and those of the suvporting troops of 2 Cdn A. Tk Regt to
come forward and dig in, But on the way up thev were
intercepted’ and caught by German tanks which appeared without

. warning from the east., - Some of them managed to put their
trails to the: ground, and even to. fire and infliet loss upon
"the enemy, but only to succumb with the rest, to their sudden
and powerful assailants, The tanks then turned their machine-
guns on the infantry, and in an unequal action soon scattered
the entire battalion. Seeking shelter by flinging themselves.
.down among the grain, the riflemen could see no more than a
yard or two in front of them and thus lost the use of their
weapons, those who rose to take aim were at once mown down
bﬁ-fire from the tankd which dominated the battlefield from
their turrets. (AEF/6 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: Accounts bv Majors
Edmondson and Dickin). The acting battalion commander, his
Intelligence officer, and two of his company commanders were
lost, It was only after dark that the shaken survivors made
their way back to Ifs with their account of the disaster,

The battalion records its losses in this sad affair as 13
officers and 209 other ranks, (™.D,, S, Sask R,, 2021 Jul 44)

115, Immediately after the attack, one of the company
commanders gave warning of the situation to Essex Scot who had
already reported themselves as having taken up position about
the crossroads (W,D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 7
(viii), Int Log, Op "Atlantic", 20 Jul 44, Serials 35 and 45;
Account bv Major Dickin, as above), The sight of the survivors
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of S, Sask R, straggling back to Ifs and the lack of definite

information concerning the enemy's prowling tanks had a most
disturbing effect. It seems probable that Essex Scot had

taken "ip positions some distance short of the crossroads.

for at 1852 hours they reported that hostile ‘tanks were moving
north of the road between St Andre and Hubert-Folie in front of
one of their companies, It was not long before the battalion,
too, was under heavy counter-attack by two companies of German
infantry end thirteen tanks, (W.D,, H.Q., 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July
1944: Appx 7 {viii), Int Log, 20 Jul 44, Serials 47 and 483

and W,D,, Essex Scot, 20 Jul 44), By 2130 hours an unhanpy
situation had deteriorated still fvother, for it was then
apparent to brigade that not only were S, Sask R, badly scattered,
but that two companies of Essex Scot had fallern back ir disorder,
The possibilities were becoming really serious, the tentre of
the divisional sector being in danger of ecavine in entirely,

The Essex Scot companies were hastily re-armed and re-organized
that night and before first light were sent back to join the
rest of the battalion which still held its ground near the
crossroads, (W.D,, Hi:Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bde. 20 =2nd 21 Jul 244)

116. L[t-Gen Simonds had already taken steps to strengthen
his right sector, thus threatened, against the possibility of

a strong German counter-attack: at 1800 hours he had placed
R.H.C., still in Ifs, at Brigadier Young's disposal (W.D ,
R.H.C.y 20 Jul 44; and W,D,, H.Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, Julv 1944:

Appx 7 (vii)., An hour and a half later he placed 2 Cdn Armd
Bde under Maj-Gen Foulkes' command, 6 Cdn Armd Regt went to
Brigadier Young to be deployed north of Ifs-and 27 Cdn Armd Regt
was put over on the right at Fleury-sur-Orne, both regiments to be '
ready to give close support to the infantry should necessity
arise. (W,D,, H.C, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 Jul 44, and Appx 7 (vii),
G, Ops, 2 Cdn Inf Div, Message GC-33 and W,D,, H,Q. 2 Cdn Armd
Bde, July 1944: Appx 9, Svents log, 20.Jul 44, p, 11)

- 1174 Heavy rain continued throughout the night, and under

these wretched conditions our troops were subjected to intermittent
counter-attacks hy tanks and infantry alongz the whole front, These
continued to come in across the rain-soaked wheatfields against

6 Cdn Inf Bde's centre during the morning of 21 Jul, Again the
situation became crucizl, The enemy broke into the positions

of Essex Scot; battalion headquarters was cut off, together

with at least one company of riflemcn, and control was lost,

(¥.D,, Essex Scot, 21 Jul 44), Again part of the battalion

began to fall back, and it looked as if the enemy were about to
break through into Ifs, (W.D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde; and W,D,,

2 Cdn A, Tk Regt, 21 Jul 44), At noon hostile tanks were

reported less than a mile away to the south, (YD, 5 88:, H.Q.

2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 25, Ops log, 21 Jul 24, Serial 1625),
Bripadier Young prepared to receive them by ordering R.H.C, to
establish a line to defend the village and calling out two
squadrons of 6 Cdn Armd Regt (1 H,), But defence -would not
eliminate the deep and dangerous salient which now existed

between Camerons of C, and Fus M,R, to the left 2nd right: this
meant that R,H.C. must make readv to counter-attack in order

to recapture Point 61, only 1000 yards from Ifs., Nothing could be
done, however, until word could be carried to the remnants of the
two companies of Essex Secot still up forward, ordering them to
withdraw, It was thus not until 1800 hours that R.H.C. were able
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to assail the slope again, They carried out their task quickly
behind a creeping barrage and with the support of tanks from 6 and
27 €Cdn Armd Regts. The lost ground was recaptured as far as the
crossroads which had been the original objcctive of Essex Scot,
(W,D.y R.H.C,, 21 Jul 443 and W,D,, H,€, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July
1944: Appx 7 (vii)). The gap between the flanking battalions
was filled and the front generally restored along the line of the
road betwcen St Andre and Hubert-Folie (W,D,, H,Q..6 Cdn Inf Bde,
21 Jul 443 and W,D,, G,S,, H.Q, 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944:

Appx 25, Ops Log, 21 Jul 42, Serial 1659). Mustering the remains
of the battalion on ths foliowing day at Fleury-sur-Orne, Essex
Scot calculated their casualties at 14 officers and 287 othar ranks,
including a large number of missing (W,D,, Essex Scot, 22 Jul),

118, The flanks of the Brigade, which held a front of one and
three-guarter-miles, werc not neglected by an enemy anxious to
Bush our troops down upon the lower contour again, Camerons of

. held firm in St Andre, ' a pocket of enemy bv the river-side
in their rear being contained in Etavaux by Calg Highrs, (W D,
Camerons of C., 21 Jul 44; and W,D,, Calg Highrs, 20-21 Jul 44),
On the left, the sorely-tried Fus M,R,, aware by the evening that the
two forward companies, surrounded the previous night, had all been
either captured or killed, fought as best they could, with numbers so

‘padly depleted, to hold their ground, But by about midnight, the
.enemy had recaptured Troteval Farm and his tanks had got in among

the buildings at the south end of Beauvoir Farm,..(W,D,, Fus M.R,
21 Jul 443 W,D,, H,Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July.1944: Appx 7 (viii)
Int 'Log, é1-22 Jul 44, Serials 151, 155, 171 and 184§. Our hol&
upon the road between St Andre” and Hubert-Folie, therefore, was
none too securey; and more hard fighting would be neccessary before
it could be used as a line from which to project further advances.

119, . With Lt-Gen O!'Connor's armour at a standstill in seas

of mud, and Lt-Gen Simonds' infantry barely preserving its slippery
foothbid on the lower slopes of the rolling uplands which barred
the way to Falalse, the left sector of Second Army becan to

‘regroup after a battle disappointing, though nevertheless valuable,

in its results, The whole of the sector from the Orni: to the sea
was now ‘to b¢ shared betwesn 1 Brit and 2 Cdrn Corps. Lt-CGen
Crocker, with elements of Gds Armd Div under his commund, was %o
extend his right flank southward to Freénouville, Lt-Gen Simonds,
his corps strengthened by' the addition of 7 Armd Div and 8 Army
Group Royal Artillery, was to be responsible for the sector

2% between the Orne and the Caen - Mézidon railwav, ("Goodwood

Me eting" Report, as abovey and W,D,, G,S,, H,Q, 3 Cdn ' Inf Div,

July 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log, 21 Jul 44, Serial 27), The new

positions in Bourguebus, Soliers, Four and Grenthevillc were taken

over by 8 Cdn Inf Bde and the relief completed by midnight 21/22

Jul (w.,D,, G,S,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: A gx 1, s Log.
‘i’ .8Bn1nf

21 Jul, Serials 2, 71 and 753 and W,D,, H.Q de,
21 Jul 44),.
120; Although'these four days of heavy fighting had not

Broduced the decisive break-through anticipated by the Supreme

ommander (Supreme Commander's Report, p. 49), nor even realized

the more cautious hopes of the C,-in-C,, vet important advantages

had been gained, The expansion of our lodgement east of the

Orne through Cagnv, Touffreville and Breville, the bridging of the
Ehe seizure of an arc of territory on & radius

of three and three-quarter miles to the south gave us more room

to deploy and better prospects of mounting offensive operations

without such erippling restrictions of space. The hazards of the

opening gambit ~- the movement of the armour from the west across

: the supply routes of 2 Cdn and 1 Brit Corps, thec awkward passage of

some 6000 vehicles across the river under General Obstfelder's very

nose, the cramped forming up of the leading troops between the Orne

and the enemy, and the constriction of the assaulting divisions into
a deep re-entrant through the German defences, -- these would not
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. need to be repeated, The ability to fight with large mobile

forces beyond the river had been won, Moreover, Gencral
Montgomery had continued to work out his intention of keceping the
German armour engaged upor. his left flank agsinst Second British
Army, A wcek before it had been similarly drawn south of
Evrecy, Now 1 and 12 S,S, Pz Divs and 21 Pz Div were all in

2 Pz and 9 S.S, Pz Divs reinforcine them, ("Goodwood M-

Rggor;, as above- SHAEF/C/E, Dockaet I: Basic Notes for
Eiscnhower's Despatch, G-2 and G-3 Dailv Summaries, 22

From a Canadian point of view, this great battle ror nosition

had prepared the way for the operations to be mounted by First

Cdn Army, which would finally succeed in driving thc enemv out of
the coun%ry betwcen Caen and Falaise, with substantial effect upor
the course of the whole campaipgn,

H.Q. FIRST CDN ARMY TAKES THE FICID (20 = 23 JUL)

121, The break in the weather over Caen wzs not a local
phenomenon, The storm had already prevented Lt-Gen Bradley

from launching his great attack west of St I8 on 19 Jul, First

U,S, Army had thus remained poised with its four corps Just north

of the main road from Lessay throurh Periers to St Lg, awaiting

signs of a clearing skv which would enable the massive air =
bombardment to take place and prépare the way for the ground '
forces to break out, (AEF/First U,S, Armv/C/F, Docket I:
Operations, 20 Oct 43 - 1 Aug 44), But the meteorological

officers remained gloomy; the weather was "quite frishtful", and

air operations were prac%ically Impossible,

122, Much still remained to he done, Although the
situation on the eastern flank was greatly improved, the C, -1n-C
nceded more room in the area between the 0Odon and the Orne, and
the extreme left had not vet been pushed up to the Dives. His
immediate requirements were to establish the line along that
river from the seca to Bures, thence along the Muance to St Svlvain,
and westward through Cauvicourt, Gouvix and Evrecy to Noyers and -
Caumont, wherc the inter-Army" boundarv lay. (Montgomery,

Normandv to the Baltic, p. 104). He gave orders that operations
to this end were to be intensively pursued, and re-affirmed the
relation of the parts of his strategic plan by stressing the
urgency for gaining entire possession of the peninsulas of
Chérbourg and Brittany, to the achievément of which "the whole
weight of the Army Group" was to be directed (G.0.C.-in-C,

First Cdn Army, .file 1-0: Directive M 512, from C,-in-C., 21 Army
Gp, 21 Jul 44).  Retaining and improvins our present good

position on the eastern flank, and being ready to take quick
action there following a fivourable turn of events in the west,
offered an opportunity for Pirst Cdn Army, since thérgs was now more
space for Lt-Gen Crerar to deploy his Armv Troops and‘take ovear
part of the front, :

123, " This matter was discussed on 20 Jul with General
Montgomery who explained that in order to 'allow Lt-Gen Bradlev

to concentrate upon his immediate task of clearing the Cotentin
Peninsula, it was necessary that hé should be able to shorten his
front and hand over responsibility for the Caumont salient, then
held by 5 U.S. Inf Div, to Lt-Gen Dempsey. Second British

Army's front, with five corps under command, was already 46

miles 1ong,and in order to permit Lt-Gen Dempsev to direct his
entire effort and resources southwards and to convev the
impression that a major drive on Falaise was about to begin, while
keeping in reserve sufficient forces to be able actually to launch
this attack when rzquired, First Cdn Army wovld take over that -
part of the bridgehead held br 1 Brit Corps. (“.D., G.0,C.-1in=C,.
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First Cdn Arny, July 1944: Appx 1, Memo of Conference with
C.-in-C,, 20 Jul 44; ' and Directiva M 512, as above)

124, - . The problems involved had alrcadv been receiving the
attention of the staff at H.Q. First Cdn Armv since the
possibility wos first communicated to them bv the C,-in-C,'s
Directive of 10 Jul (G.0,C.-in-C,, First Cdn Army, file

1-0: Dircetive M 510, from C,-in-¢., 21 Army Cp, 10 Jul 244),

The change of command was to take place -t noon on 22 Jul,
although an extra d=y could he sranted if preparations werc not
conpleted by -that time, The difficulty was to get a sufficient
number of the nccessary staff and technicians over the Channel
quickly enough, In the meantime, the responsibility wounld

have to be assumed by the skelcton Tactical Headquorters staff
already on the ground, and it was thils erxpedient that cnabled K=in
and Rear Headguarters to close in Headley, Surrey, at midnizht on
22:Jul end at;once to begin functionin: at -aAmblie, The first
special vartv of indispensable perconnel did net arrive there
until the evening of the following dav, The remairder of Army
Headguarters was divided into two "shifts" for the crossing,

Of these, the first apmeared on 24 Jul. but the sccond ®as held
up on shipboard and did not r-ach France until 28 Jul, (7,D,,
G.S, Int, H,Q., First Cdn Army, 24 and 28 Jul 44)," Comrtand

of those troops of First Cdn Army still rem=inine in the UK,

was to be exercised by the Deputy Cormander, Brigadier R.0.G.
Morton (7.D., G,S. (S,D,), H.Q. First Cdn Army, July 1944:

Appx 47, Message SD/14, 21 Jul 44), A further comnlication

was that air support would have to be obtained through 83
Tactical Group R,A.F., pending the arrival of 84 Group, which had
been assigned to work with the Canadian Army (lMemo of Conference wit!
C,-in-C,, as above). .

125 o It was in these somewhat difficult circumstances that
at noon on 23 Jul, 47 days aftcr the Allied landing in Normandy,
Lt-Gen Crerar assuned cormand of the scctor along the lower Orne
between the Caen - -Mezidon railway and the sea, which 1 Brit
Corps was holding with 3 Brit, 1 (H) and 49 (Test Riding) Inf
Divs, and 6 Airborne Div (ircludinc 1 and 4 S,5,Bdes)

(Directive M 512, as above), = The boundary between First

Cdn and Second British Armics was a®justed to exelud: the faetory
districts of Colombelles and lMondeville from Lt-Gen Crerar's
province, and to bring zn area south of thc railway batween

Cagny and Vimont within it (™,D., G,S, Ops, H.Q., First Cdn Army,
July 1944: Appx 79, Ops log, 22 Jul 44, Serial 15), 2 Cdn Corps
was to remaln under command of Lt-Gen Dempscy until such time as
Second British Arnmy should have extended the line through Evreecy,
Bretteville-sur-Iaize and Vimont (Directive M 512, as above),

126, In addition to having to work for the first week with
an incomplete staff, Lt-Gen Crerar had only very limited resources
in Army Troops to provide for the need of the corps now under

his command, for since 5 Jul the C,-in-C,'s vnolicv had been that
such units were to move to the Continent onlv as ordered hy H.Q.
Second British Army (¥.,D,, Cén Sec BUCO WEST, H,Q, First Cdn
Army, 5 Jul 44), Restricted space in Normandy had -kept many
units still in England, with only small detachments in the
bridgehead (T.D.y G,S. Ops, H.Q, First Cén Army, July 1944:

~ Appx D, Folio 42), Those which had been brought in, including

engineer, artillery, transport and medical units, were committed
under Second British Armv (4bid; folio 15). Certain administrative
units, essential to the functioning of Lt-Gen Crerar's headquarters
after 2 Cdn Corps had been added to his command, would have to be
supplied)fron the Pritish establishment of 21 Army CGroun (gbid,
folio 40),.
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1274, -4 General Montpoméry did not intend that this sector

from Caen to the sea should rclapse into relative inertia again,
even though the commander of 1 Brit Corps might claim that he

was too much overlooked irom the high ground'cast of the Dives

to attempt a limited operation across the watery flats towards

the river-without adequate resources (sincec these werc needed
elsewhere) and with troops who were nearing exhaustion (%.D,,
G.0.C.,-in-C,, First Cdn Army, July 1944: Appx 3, Hemorandum of
Conversation with G.0.C. 1 Brit Corps, 24 Jul 44), The C,-in-C,'s
orders were that First Cdn Army was to advance its left flank

far enough eastwards to ensure that Ouistrecham would cease to
be.under the close observation and fire 'of the emémy, 2nd in order
that use could be made of the port of Caen, Tt would bhe necessary,
therefore, to push the enemy back to the east bank of the Dives

and to occupy positions to ensure that the territory west of the
river would bc dominated by our own troops., When thesc objectives
had been achieved, the Army was to continue its operations to secure
the whole length of the water-line from Areences to Dives-sur-ler,
(Directive M-512, as above), The Army Commander gave his
instructions accordingly to Lt-Gen Crodker, and despite all

- difficulties, the planners were set to work (G.0.C.-in-C,
First Cdn Army, file 1-0-4: Letter, Lt-Gen Crerar to G.0.C.

1 Brit Corps, 22 Jul 443 W,D,, G.0.C.-in-C,, First Cdn Arny
26 and 30 Jul 443 and Appx 3, Memorandum of Conversation with
G.0.C., 1 Brit Corps, 24 Jul 44; and Appx 4, Memorandum on
Meeting with C,-in-C., 21 Army CGp, 25 Jul 44),

THE HOLDING ATTACK BY 2 CDN CORPS:
OPERATION "SPRING" (22 - 25 JUL)

128. “While First Cdn Army was engaged in planning to push

the extreme north-eastern eorner of the Allied holding up to 3
the Dives, it was hoped that the weather would improve sufficiently
to allow General Bradley to re-open his offensive in the west
on 25 Jul, Three divisions were to deliver the "break-in"
attack west of St 105 three more would pass throuch znd
turn right for Coutances and Granville; the 8th U.S,
Corps in the Lessay area would take up the battle on the second
day, It was the C,-in-C'!s intention to have Second British Apmy
resume the offensive-at the same time, and by thus keeping

the enemy still hotly engaged and anxious on his front before
Falaise and Argentan., and by pinning him down in the centre
about Caumont, to allow General Bradley, as ordered by the
Supreme Commander, "to pursue every advantage with an ardour J
verging on recklessness", without fear of a major counter-
attack L (SHAEF/C/E, Docket I: Bagic Notes for General 'f;*f*
gis§p¥gwg§'§ Despatch: Letter, Eisenhower to Bradley,

4 Jul 44), CGeneral Montgomery was. planning to fight the :
enemy really hard on both flanks simultaneously, The really
big viotory was wanted on the western flank; but it was

essential to strike a series-of blows on the eastern flank
also, on either side of the Orne, to keep him in uncertainty.
And this was to be followed in due course by a heavy blow

towards Falaise with up to three or four armoured divisions,

The task of launching the first of General Montgomery's attacks
east of the Orne fell to 2 Cdn Corps, Lt-Gen Simonds being

directed to strike southwards astride the Falaise road to

capture Fontenay-le-Marmion and the high ground north of

Cintheaux, :
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. 129, ‘Following the drenching downpour of rain which drowned-out
the last two days of the battle south of Caen, the enemy appears
to have made a. few changes in his dispositions, Oberstgruppenfithrer
Dietrich spread his 1 8,8. Pz Corps across the front from Maltdt
as far as Emieville, though later pulling in his right wing
slightly to the highway south-cast of Cagny. (Special Interrogation
. Report, Dietrich). The infantry component of 12 S,S, Pz
-+ Div, whose brief spcll of rest had come to an end with the
prospect of renewed attacks towards Falaise, sat astride the
railway south-ecast of Frénouville, its resnonsibilities reaching
over to La Hogue, - With a prescience of what might befall,
Brigadeftihrer Meyer had his tank crews busily engaged in dipging
a seriles of defensive positions to the rear, a labour of hate which
was not to be lost, as our own troops would in their time discover,
(Special Interrogation Report, Meyer). From La Hogue to the Falaise
road 1 S,5, Pz Div, which had borne the brunt of stopping 8 Corps!
armour, now stood in the way of 3 Cdn Inf Div, West of the road
272 Inf Div was deployed opposite 2 Cdn Inf Div, but with one of
its battalions west of the Orne, (Special Interrogation Reports,
Dietrich and Wisch), This already weakened formation was still
. stiffened by tanks from 1 S.S5, Pz Div, and, it was believed, by
battle groups from 2 Pz and 9 S.5, Pz Divs (W.,D4, G.,S, Int,
H.,Q, First Cdn Army, July 1944:, Int Summary No, é4; 23 Jul 44),
Our Intelligence also suspected the presence of 503 Hy Tk Bnjg
identification of prisoners and the statements of Genlt Feuchtinger,
however, indicate that this formidable unit was still under the
command of 21 Pz Div supvorting 86 Corps in the sector about Troarn
(Int Summary No, 24, as. above; and_Special Interrogation Report,
Feuchtinger). “

130, Before the main offensive went in, it was Lt-CGen
Simonds' aim in conjunction with 12 Corps to finish clearing the
valley of the Orne forward to St Andre, in order to preserve his
right flank from interference (W,D,, G,S., H,Q, Second Brit Army,
Ju%y 1944: Message GO-107, from 2 Cdn Corps, 21 Jul 44), This
minor task was carried out by 5 Cdn Inf Bde, Etavaux was attacked
at 1500 hours on 22 Jul by R, de Mais, Advancing with artillery
and tank support the battalion quickly cleared the village, and
took a number of prisoners, As 43 Inf Div was to attack MaltOt’
at 1700 hours under a barrage, the regciment withdrew almost
immediately to avoid the sheliing, but went back again that night,
The woods to the south were also cleared and contact was established
with 6 Cdn Inf Bde in St Andrd, (¥,Ds,, H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde

and R, de Mais, 21-23 Jul 44; and W.D,, G.S, Ops, H,Q., First

Cdn Army, July 1944: Appx Si, Ops Log, 23 Jul 44, Serial 4),

43 Divls attack on the west bank of the Orne was equally sueccessful
Malt3t was captured with a large bag of prisoners; but when

the British troops pushed on up the hill in another attemnt to
capture Point 112, opposition stiffened and enemy counter-attacks
beat them off again. (Ibid; and Serial 12 of 24 Jul 44;
Montgomery, op ¢it p. 106) e

133 For the rest, the fighting on Maj-Gen Foulkes' gactér
remained bitter and confused, The positions won by 6 Cdn Inf
Bde were subjected to constant shelling and mortaring, and a
tircless enemy worried our troops with persistent counter-attacks
by small parties of infantry zpd tanks, The struggle was
particularly heavy at St André-sur-Orne, where Camerons of C,
doggedly maintained their precarious hoid on the northern part

of the village despite the efforts of unfriendly neighbours,
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strongly posted in St Martin-de-Fontenav, ‘to dislodge
The casvalties from shelling mounted steadily and our. Xroops

faced the added discouragament of having ‘to exist for 1ldbng .
hours in muddy skit trenches, without food or sleep, But the
Camerons: held firm and ‘beat off everyv attack. The left flank

was ‘also the scene of heavy fighting, for the enepy, anxious to
re-establish himself on the road between St Andr+ and Hubert-Folie,
made frequent assaults om Fus M, R. (W.D,, H.Q. 6 Cdn 'Inf Bde,
2224 Jul 44)

132, East of the road 'to.Falzise, 3 Cdn Inf Div imnroved
its defences, rested where possible, and prepared for the coming
offensive under heavy summer rains which turn-d the whole area
into a guagmire, ' The séctor came 2lso under continual

shelling and mortaring, and hostile fighter-bombers, seizing anv
passin% break in the we=nther, made frequent sorties by dav and
night to strafe and bomb our lincs, Otherwise, the enemy
remained relatively inactive, and did not attempt the viecious
countsr-attacks which he maintained on 2 Cin Inf Div's front,
with the result that 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes were able to patrol
with vigour and success. (7,Ds,, H.Q. 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes,
22-24 Jul 44) : | AT

123, The terrain, like the weather, was in the enemy's
favour, and he was was%ing‘nOne of his skill in completing his
preparations to defend it, The fine broad highway (Route
. Nationale No, 158): which runs from Caecn southward in the direction
of Falaise for thirteen miles without 2 curve or bcnd, and which
was flanked by fields of tall wheat, passes between villages built
well back in the surrounding farmland, and climbs steadily
from near sea=-level to a height of nearlv 600 feet, Three miles
south of Faubourg de Vaucelles it mounts the gently rising
round that extends from Fleury-sur-Orne through Bourguébus and
n Hogue, with the village of Bras thrust forward on a dominating s
spur, it was up this slope that 8 Corps-'battled on 19 Jul to
‘eompel 1 S,S, Pz Div to give ground and retire to the next
defensible feature, a rather higher slope extendins from
May-sur-Orne east across the smooth hump of Verrikres through
Tilly-la-Camnagne, On this line Dietrich had established a
covering Rosition, with his main strength disposed in rear from
- Fontenay-le-Marmion through Roguancourt to Gareelles-Secqueville,
(¥eDyy GoS,y HQ, 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 12, Op Order
No, 6, 23 Jul 44), The real strength of his position, however,
lay in the spur immediately behind this line, for just west of
Cramesnil the road rises to a point over 250 feet higher than
Bourguebus, From this series of inereasingly lofty elevations
the enemy could sce as far back as the Canadian gun-positions in the
vicinity of Faubourg, Thus all movement in that long perspective
could be observed and was likely to bring about immediate and
violent reaction from the enemy's guns, mortars and machine-guns,
A further difficulty was that bad flying weather previous to the
launching of the attack on 25 Jul made it impossible to secure a
detailed knowledgze of the enemy's positions bv means of our
reconnaissance aireraft,which were unable to penctrate the
. overcast often enough to get a sufficient number of photegraphs,
(#,D.y G,5,4 H,2, 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: -Appx 3, Issum No, 13,
23 Jul 44) = i - et
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134, The ground was particularlv hazardous on the front of
2 Cdn Inf Div, The way up along the road through Fleury-sur-

- Orne and St Martin-de-Fontenav was largely dominated by the

high ground west of the river near Feuguerolles—sur Orne and the
ridge running -south-west from Verrikrcs, which had been taken and
lost in the bloody battle on 21 Jul, The defensive strength of
this feature was increased by the presence of the mines and
quarries to the south of St Andrd-sur-Orne, Little was known
of these workings before the attack on 2% Jul, but it seems
reasonable to conclude that they exerted a considerable influence
on the course of the battle, Later, a more exact knowlpdge of the
system of shafts and tunnels became available, and may explain to
some extent at least how the enemy was able to withstand the
tremendous weight of repeated artillery bombardments, and why
areas which had been cleared were-later found to be re-occupied
without apparent movement above ground, The more northerly of
the two iron mines consisted of a main shaft 1200 feet decp,
situated in the southern outskirts of St Martin-de-Fontenay

among the buildings generally known as "the factory", It had
extensive underground workings as well as numerous air vents on
the southern edge of St Andrg, The main shaft of the more
southerly mine lay Jjust west of May-sur-Orne, and was connected

. to the Orne by a drive opening on to the river bank and to

" Roguancourt by a tunnel which extended to another shaft coming
to the surface near the end of the railway spur south-east of that
village: 1t possessed a number of air vents, some of which came
up just north of Fontenay-le-Marmion, (Ibid, and Issum No, 19:
Appx ™A", 29 Jul 44; see also Report No, 150) -

3354 There could be no doubt at all that such ground offered
the Germans defensive possibilities which they were supremely well
qualified as tacticians to exploit, Across these exposed and
enfiladed slopes our troops, many of them with onlv slight
experience in battle, were to assault the strong positions of

a wily, resourceful and determined enemy, That the High Commahd
appreciated the strategic significance first of Caen itself, and then
of the country beyond, had already been demonstrated both by the
relentless energy of the German defence and the nature and number
of the divisions committed to it, But the concern and sensitiveness
of the enemy for the securitv of this part of his front was also
an admission of its wvulnerability, For were we to break through
here and our own armour to cut down the road to Argentan, the
lever of his forces in Normandv would be snanped off at the
fulerum, and the pivot lost, he would forfeit hils capability of
an orderly retirement upon %he Seine when the pressure, or the
wastage, became too great for safety, Anticipatine a renewal

of our offensive towards Falaise as soon as the rains ceased and
the mud had begun to dry, he made ready to meet it,

136, Attacking these positions again would inevitably be
costly, for as experience had shown, the Germans could be counted
upon to resist any penetration with the utmost vigour, But this
meant that their armoured reserves would be drawn in again, kept
continuously engaged in battle, and prevented from moving westward
against the Americans whose offensive was intended to achieve
decisive results, A holding attack such as that to which Second
British Army had been committed, designed to attract and wear down
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reservesy, must by its very nature, bc directed against a sector

with which the enemy is much concerned and therefore Holds in

strength, . The gains in actual territory are not likelv to be
commensurate with the losses in men, In this case, the actual
advantages from the battle could be looked for ‘on 21 Army Group's
western flank: such on the written, contemporary evidence

was Genaral Montgomery's conception of how the .common end might

be achieved, The Canadian reading of the situation shows

that Lt-Gen Simonds was under no illusions as to theé prospects.

. 'His:study of the topography and dispositions led him to the
‘conclusion that we could hardlv hope to break through the German

defences, although if the infantry did succeed in making a

breach, he would have 7 and Gds Armd Divs ready to follow through

and exploit. On the other hand, he appreciated. that, in.-the

light of the enemy's strength’'as known before the attack, the

capture of his immediate objective, the high ground north of
Cintheaux, Hill 122, was feasible, (Information from Lt-Gen Simonds.
interview at Apeldoorn, 15 Aug 45) )

o g 'The atteﬁpt was preceded by a disturbing'evént in the

west,  Lt-Gen Bradley's offensive made a false start on 24 Jul,
Two thousand aircraft took off from their bases in the United
Kingdom for .the opening bombardment ‘only to find thelr targets in
Normandy obscured by céloud and mist,® Most of thém had to turn
back without dropping their bombs. The ground assault had to be
postponed, It was to be feared thdt'our intention and the frontage
of our attack had thus been bétrayed tc the enemy who might be
expected to take immediate steps to strengthen hils front acalnst
First U.S, Army, "There was nothing I could do about it a2t this
stage", Lord Montgomery writes, "excent to ensure that the
Second Army projected operations were carried through at once

" and with the utmost intensity, I hoped that thereby the enemy

might be persuaded that the bombing on the American front was a
form of a feint ... I gave ordersg that this attack was to start
at all costs on.25 Jul,"  (Montgomery, op cit,.p. 107)

138, Operation "Spring", as the Canadian attack was called,

- was to be carried out in threé¢ phasés, "' The first involved seilzing

the enemy's covering positions in order to opéen the way into his
main line 'of defence: 2 Cdn Inf Div om the right would attack and
capture May-sur-Orne and Verritres, 3 Cdn Inf Div on the left
would seize Tilly-la-Camnagne, In the second phase the armour
would be committed: 2 Cdn, Inf Div would press on toisecure ;
Fontenay-le-Marmion and ‘Roquancourt, lving south of the Verrieres

'.'f'it,‘.ge-,L 7 Armd Div would' thrust through the centre and seize
22,

Hill the high spur west of Cramesnil, and 3 Cdn Inf Div
would capture Garcelles-Secqueville, Once these objectives had
been secured, the Corps was to exploit its success by further
advances aimed at widening and ‘deepening the gap so created.
(w,D,, G.S5,, H,Qs 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx.12, Op Order
No, 6, 23 Jul 44), The timing for thc attack was set to go in,
therefore, at 0330 hours, A degree of visibilityv over the :
‘battlefield was to be produced by a device first used in
opefations.bg 12 Corps on the night 15/16 Jul (lMontgomery,

op cit, p., 98)., "Artificial moonlight" produced by the beams
of searchlights reflected on low clouds was to help our troops to
find their way during the first two hours (¥,D., G.S., H.Q,

2 Cdn Corps, July 1944:. Appx 35, Op Instr No, 3, 24 Jul 44),
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139, .The first phases of the attack by 3 Cdn Inf Div were
to be the responsibility of 9 Cdn Inf Bd~ strongly supported by
medium machine-guns, heavy mortars, anti-tank guns, artillery
and armour, Tilly-lé-Campaggg would be assaulted by Nth N,S,
Highrs, advancing from Bcurguébus, and vndcr cover of the
| - divisional artillery, On thc success of this attack and of
7 Armd Div's thrust to the high sround wsst of Cramesnil,

H.,L.I., of C, was to follow through and seize Garcelles-Secqueville,
H Subsequent erploitation was to be carriad out by 7 Cdn Inf Bde,
8 Cdn Inf Bde was to rcmain in reserve nbout Grentheville,
Four and Soliers, rcady $o move forward as required, Lt-Gen
Crocker was to place 27 Brit Armd Bde behind 3 Cén Inf Div
throughout the entire operation in ordesr to secure Lt-Gen Simonds!
| left flank, (W.D,, G.S., H.C, 3 Cdn Inf Div, July 19443
Appx 12, Op Order No, 6, 23 Jul 44)

140, The attack by 2 Cdn Inf Div was somewhat more
complicated, The road between St Andrd-sur-Orne and Hubert-
Folie, sclected as the start-line, still remained to be cleared,
The task of securing a firm hold upon it throurhout its length
was allotted to 6 Cén Inf Bde, to be completed by mifnizht
24/2% Jul., - (%,D,, G.S,, H,2. 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1924:
Appx 18, Op Order No, 1, 24 Jul 44), Brigadier Young, therefore,
1nstruc£ed Camerons of C, to eject the enemy from St Andre and
St Martin and Fus M,R, to take Troteval Farm (™,D,, H.Q,
6 Cdn Inf Bde, 23-24 Jul 443 and W,D,, Camerons of C, July
1944: Appx. 6, Battle of St André), fhe main divisional attack
was intended to give us a firm hold on both the Verrilres ridge
and the villages immediately south of it, and would be made on
a two-brigade front, with 5 Cdn Inf Bde, commanded by Brigadier
W,J.Megill, on the right, and 4 Cdn Inf Bde under Lt-Col J,E,
Ganong, who only assumed command on the day of the battle, on
" the left. On the right, Calg Highrs were to advance southwards
along the road from St André¢ to selze May-sur-Orne which lay
about a mile to the south, close to the river; Simultaneously,
R.H.L,I. of 4 Cdn .Inf Bdc would pass throuesh Fus M.R, and seize
Verrit¢res,. (V,D,, G.S,, H,Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 18,
Op Order No, 1, 24 Jul 443 W,D,, H.,7, 5 Cdrn Inf Bde, July 19443
Appx 7, Op Order Ne. 1, 24 Jul 44; and W,D,, H,Q, 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
.24 Jul 44), The headquarters of the attacking brigades were to
take command of those units of 6 Cdn Inf Bde already on the stort
r line, while S, Sask R,, Essex Scot and R, de Mais, none of which
| was Involved in the zain assault, wcre pgrouped in reserve under
Brigadier Young (W.D,, G,S.é H,Q. 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 4,
Ops log, 24 Jul 44, Scrial 59) ,

141, In the second phase of Maj-Gen Foulkes' attack, scheduled

to begin at 0530 hours; RiH.C. of 5 Cdn Inf Bde were to move

forward to the track.running cast from May-sur«Orne; whence, in

company with a squadron of tanks from 6 Cdn Arm@ Regt, they were

to make their way over the brow of the hill against Fonternay-lc-

Marmion, which liles below the southern slope of the ridge about

a mile and a half south-west of Verridres (™,D,, H.Q, © Cdn Inf

Bde, July 1944: Appx 7, Op Order No, 1, 24 Jul 44), At the same

time R, Regt C, was to push through Verriéres and seize RQquancourt,
_ 4 Cdn Inf Bde's sccond objective, which lay to the south-east

(w.D,, G.S,, HQ, 2 Cin Inf Div, July 1944: Annx 18, Op Order

No., 1, 24 Jul 44), Supporting fire by the artillery was based

on the assumption that these tasks would be completed in three / r

hours (W.D, H.?. 5 Cén Inf Bde, July 1944: Anpx 7, Op Order/ P

No, 1, 24 Jul 44).
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142, For the first phase of the corps' attack, artillery

supyort was to take the form of a gigantic programne of
harassing fire by 2 Cdn, 3 and 8 Brit Arny Groups Royal
Artillery, and conccentrations’ by. the field regiments of both
Canadian divisions supplenénted by 25 Fd Regt R.A., and the
self-propnlled guns.of 19 Cdn Fd Regt. ' Thereafter, in each

~division, one field regiment would be -on call for cach forward

brigade; the. remaining reginents would also be available should
necessity arisec. Furthermore, 3 Brit Arry Group Royal
Artillery was to Ue at the instant disposal of 2 Cdn Inf Div to
protect the flank exposed ‘along the Orne, where hostile

interference from the opposite side of the river would be

neutralized by a smoke-screon and by a series of concentrations
south of the River Laize fired by the artillery of 12 Corps
until 0730 hours. (Ibid)., 3 Cdn Inf Div was allotted an
additional field regiment from 7 Armd Div (W.D., H.Q. R.C.A.,

2 Can Corps, July 1944: Appx 8, Fire Plan, Op "Soring®", 24 Jul
443 W.D., H.«Q. R.C.A., 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 17,

OP "Spriﬂgn, 25 J-ul 44; W.t .y Ht@,. R|C,A. 3 Cdﬂ. Illf Di‘?, July
1944: Appx 6, 24.Jul 443 and W.D., H.Q. b Cdn Inf Bde, July
1944: Aopx B8, Op ®Spring™, 24 Jul 44), . For the second phase

;3 Cdn Inf Div:artillery would continue to opcrate on call,
| Red snoke was:to be used to indicate the targets of the mediunm

bonbers, which would be given further assistancc'on their

. arrival by nmocans of a counter-flak shoot to be fired at 0715

hours (W.D., H.@. R.C.A., 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 20,
Ops Loz, 25 Jul 44, Scrial 1).

143, .. Plannfﬁg for the operation had begun on 21 Jul,

-when it had become apparent that if further progress were to be

made, such a deliberate attack would have to be mounted,
Detailed orders werc issued to the divisional and brigade
conmanders on 2% Jul, and at noon the following day Lt-Gon
Simonds held a final conferencc attended by Maj=Gens Foulkes
and Keller, and Maj-Gens Adair and Erskine of 7 and Gds Arnd
Divs, (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 21-24 Jul 44), The
inportance and urgency of the operatiﬂn woere never in doubt,
It would go in whaotever the weather, with 2 Cdn Corps! attack

-%0-begin at 0330 hcurs on 25 Jul.

144, The C.=in-C,'s determination to press thz attack
without delay is reflected in the provision that air support,
necessarily limited owing to the.priority of requirements for

. the American attack, was regarded as a bonus and would be

available only if weather permitted (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps, July 1944: Appx 32?. The air plan was to attack the
woods two miles south-sast of Bourguébus at 2130 hours on .24 Jul
with nedium .bombers and to repeat at 0730 hours on the morning
of the assault. Sorties by armed and tactical reconnaissance
airecraft would be carried.out to harass all anproaches to the
area of battle from the west and south, as well as to report

any novenment of troops, or defensive preparations to the east of

Brotteville-sur-Laize. (Ibid)., But the programme for the

evening of 24 Jul was not fully effective, for only:-15 out of
60 airceraft succeeded in bombing the target; the others had to
turn back becausc of ground mist and heavy flak (Informaticn
supplied by R.C.A.F, H.Q., from A.E.A.F. Daily IntfOps Surmary,
No, ‘188, "secetion "B", pp ¢ ona 7).

1455 As-tho. guns directed their harassing fire that esvening

at targets extending across the entire sector (W.D., H.Q. R.C.A.,

2 Can Corps, July 1944: Q@appx 3,4 and 5), 6 Cdn Inf Bde began to

clear the division's start-line., On the left flank at 2000 hours

a corposite company of Fus M.R. supported by artillery, and tanks

fron:27 Cdn Armd Regt, attacked Troteval Farm (W.D.; H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf
: Bde,
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24 Jul 44), ' The tanks assisted the infantry to advance right
on to the objective (W.D,, 27 Cdn Armd Regt, July 1944: Appx 2),
and by 2130 hours the Brigadier was informed that the line here

_was secure . (W,D,, H{0, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944;  Appx 8 (v1),

24 Jul, Serial 8),

126", Forty-five rinutes after the opening of this attack

-

‘Camerons of C. went forward on tht opposite flank,  Supported by

tanks o 27 Cdn Armd Rect (W,D,, H.?, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 24 Jul 44),
they began rooting out encmy pos%ed arons the buildings of

St André-sur-Orne and St Martin-de-Fontenay, but soon had to

report that heavy machine-gun and mortzr fire wos making progress
slow, For some hours bitter and confused firhting went on

in the dark, and it is not improbable that the cnemy made use of the
mihe nearby to infiltrate the position from underground. Our
owh;§roops sustained so many casualties that they had to be
reinforced by a composite group formed from: battzlion headquarters
and the support company, Shortly after midnight brigade
headguarters learned that we held part of the village of St Martin,
(W.D;,-H.Q, 6 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 8 (vi), Int Log,

24" Jul 44, serial 15), But the fightine still went on and

was to go on for another thrce hours, although when the main

assault had to go in at 0330 hours the start. line was reported

clear, That the enemy kept up this obscure and:angry stru-gle
among the cottages and gardens on' their ‘ddrk slope above the
river was to prove much to his advantaze in the day's battle:
for when the assaulting battalions of 5.Cdn Inf Bde came to
pass through the two villages, they were entangled in the local
confusion, (W,D,, Camerons of C,, July 1944: Appx 6, Report
on Attack on St André-sur-Orng) , .

147, On Maj-Gen Keller's pector' 9 Cdn Inf Bde's attack

on Tilly-la-Campagne began well, except, perhaps, that even before
Nth N,S, Hights moveé from their ¢Oncentration area north-west
of Bourguébua, one company suffercd twenty casualties from
fragmentation bombing by hostile aircraft, and a few more from
the enemy's mortar fire before they had reached the start-line
(C.M.H.Q. file 10/Petch C/1: Report on Attack on Tilly Ie

Cam e on 25 Jul 44, by Lt-Col C, Petch, 28 Jul 44), With

ten minutes to go the divisional artillery becan to Iay down the
concentrations, - But at 0330 hours, the searchlights had not
come ony a discongerting failure which "caused some doubt as to

' the start time" (dbid)., Nevertheless, the leacing companics

lurched forward from Bourguébus ané began their advance in the
dark (. ). - Twenty minutes later the, battalion was advised
that 2 Cdn Inf Div!'s attack on the right had been delayed,

This was serious news, a foretaste of further ills to follow.

The forward companies had been committed, There was nothing for
1t.but to go on, 'The additional ‘hazard of an exposed flank had
to be accepted,  .(V.,D,; Nth NyS, Highrs, 24 Jul 44), The
right-hand ¢ompany with its fire got forward between the road and
the railway embankment without opposition to Point 63, half-way

to the objective, Then the searchlights came on, but with the
uncovenanted éffect of silhouetting the attacking troops and
raising intense machine-gun fire against them from the flanks,
(Petch, as above; and ¥,D,, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 25 Jul 44),

The fire company tock up its position just north of Tilly-la-Camm gne
however, with only a few caswalties, Meanwhile, the assault company
on the left of the road, pressed forward through machine-gun

fire, skirted enemy in slit-trenches on the verges, and reached
its objective, the orchard on the north-east edge of Tilly, by
0403 hours, (W,D,, H.Q, 9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 5,

Ops Log, 25 Jul 44, Serial 123 cf Petch, as above), So far,

so good; but such comparatively favourahle going was not to
continue,
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148, First intelligence of heavy fighting came when the
assault company, attempting to enter the village from the
orchard, came under intense fire, suffered heavy casualties,
lost mo‘t of its headquarters, and sent no more messages back,
The fire company was held up on the approaches, The battalion
commander, Lt=Col C, Petch, then ordered. his reserve company to
advance astride the road: 1t mopped up sev-rzl enemy posts on
the way, and attempted tc skirt the village on the right, but
only to fall under terrible fire from 2ll sides. (Petch, 2s
above), At 1500 hours, n message, later provineg to be
‘erronecous, came through to bripgade indicating thzt the reserve
company, together with battzlion headquarters, was actually in
the viliage' (W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, July i944: "Appx ?,
' .- ~.0Ops Logy 25 Jul 44, Serial 20), By davlight (0545 hours),
: _ 3both'tﬁe reserve and fire companies were pinned down and losing men
fast, the assault company in the orchard had been counter-attacked
-and what remaineéd of its headquarters was wiped out (Petch,
as above), . . -

149, By this time, it had become apparent that the enemy

wasg too strongly nosted, both on the flanks and in the village

itself, for the battalion to carry the place unaided, At 0700

| hours an attempt was macde to brine up armour tc the rescue,

| Lt-Col Petch did succeed in gettinzg a section of his earriers up

| into the village, but, as if engulfed, they gave no further .sign

| of what had happened %o them, The first two tanks of the

| supporting squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt to move down the road

‘from Bourguebus were knocked out by 'an anti-tank :gun, The rest

| 1 then deployed to the west and opened fire in support of the

| infantry at a range of 1200 yards, an effort that was soon to

| ~'develop into a tank battle with di§gstrous consequence to
ourselves, Thus assisted, the reserve company, by this time only
a ‘sorry remnant, had a platoon into the main street, (Petch,

" 'as above), There they were confronted by five enemy tanks, -
-or so they scemed to be through the smoke and dust, though they might
have been self-propelled guns, These appeared from behind a
haystack on the left, and promptly accounte? for eleven tanks of
our own supporting squadron, , Left .to themselves again, the

_ infantry were helpless, : -

150, ' . 8ince their wireless sets had been destroyed, the .
three forward companies h~d lost touch with.the battalion command”
post, which was near the start line, This paralyzing cirecumstance
meant that Lt-Col Pcteh was unablc to bring down fire. fyom the
artillery, since he could not be certsin exactly where his

troops might be, - By 0900 hours he saw' that nothing could be done
to improve his position without armour, which could not approach
from the left, and was no longer avalilable; owing to its

‘severe losses, on the right; he used his one remaining wireless
link, therefore, to get orders up to the survivors among his

rifle companies to dig in, A considerablée number of men made
their way back to Bourgugbus during the éday.and were formed into -
composite, company to protect that place arainst =z coutiter-attack,
f (W,D,, Nth'N,S, Highrs, 25 Jul 24), A company commander, who
appeared that evening after taking nearly all day to crawl back,
reported that Tilly-la-Campagne was alive with German infantry

and tanks and that at the most there might have been two of our
sections remaining in the village when he left. - (W.D,, H,O,
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9 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 5). - Throughout the afternoon the
| . . -~artillery engaged targets to the west, south’and east in an
r -+« effort. to prevent the enemy. in Tilly from+being reinforced
oo (Peteh, as above), . But the guns were cmployed on similar tasks
in front of 2 Cdn Inf Div where our affairs had met with no
better fortune. 3 ' pu

i o4, B On Ma j=Gen Foulkes' right sector Calg Highrs, who v
v led the attack by 5 Cdn Inf Bde, had assembled north of St Andre,
| : At midnight their start-line was reported clear, (W,D,.

3 Calg Highrs, 24 and 25 Jul 44),.,. On moving forward from it,

some three anc¢ a half hours later, they at once came under

, .. fire from hostile mochine-guns posted in the south-east corner

| ' of St Martin (Epid- AEF/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: Revort by Bri
j . S@JFMegillg and W, .,'ﬁ.o. 5 Cén. Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 1§,

ps Log, 25 Jul 44, Serials 104, 105, 106 and 132), This
unexpected opening put the forward companies into some
confusiony as elements of them became involved in the local conflict
going on in St Andr€ and St liartin, Nevertheless the battalion
recovered sufficiently to press on, One company was set to
guard the right flank, while' the others were directed to
. J  their original objectives in May-sur-Orne, (#,D,, Calg Highrs, July
Y 4.1944: Appx 123 and AEF/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket II: Account
yﬁf : Lt-Co h ). _ But the enemy's machine-guns and
}k-- other weapons took heavy toll among all ranks, including many
ik officers and company comranders, as they struzgled on up the hill
“ through the dust and smoke (Ibid), One platoon did succeed,
: ‘however, in getting as far as the water-filled quarries south-
ecast of May, but at first light found the enemy there sunported
- by ‘three Tigers and were forced to withdraw (Account Lieu
. - Moffat). At. 0550 hours Brigade received a message that one
- cumpany was in the village, but it became evident later that they
; , ; " had mistaken their bearings (W.D,, H.Q, 5 Cdn Inf Bde, Julv 1944:
- Appx 12, Ops Log, 25 Jul 44, Serials 116 and 133; and Report bv
' Brig Mﬁgill, as.-above), = Communication with the comvanies became
intermittent, slow, or broke down completely (Report b ip Megill,
as above), .What messages did get back were vague and
contradictory, Under these circumstances, control was
rendered difficult, if not impossible,and the battalion got
badly scattered, (Account by Lt-Col MacLaughlan, as above; and
Report No, 150), A small element of the battalion dild manage to
make its way into May-sur-Orne, to be followed at 0930 hours
by the company on the ripght, Here they sé¢emed to be caught
both by our own artillery and the enemy's mortars, as well as
being subjected to heavy fire by Germans who were apparently
. taking possession of the place again after havingc previously

ulled out of it, (AEF/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket II:
\3}' Wmmmuﬂéaéﬁﬂ%_k%ﬁ) After some
minutes our troops withdrew to the ditches by the side of the
* road to the north (Ibid)., A troop of tanks, originally intended
to support R.H.C.,, now came forward, and by covering the ®
survivors with fire from their mnchine-guns, enabled them to:

erawl to the sparse cover of a line of trees just short of
St Martin (Account Lieut Mageli and Lt-Col %ggggugh%gg,
as above). %? this time the enemy had made good his he
again upon May-sur-Orne (Account by Brig Mepill, as above).

152, Meanwhile, R.H.C. had become involved in the fighting
in St Martin, Instead of being able to assemble there preparatory
to carrying the attack over the hill from May into Fontenay-le-
Marmion, the battalion had to join in the effort to silence the
eneny whom the repeate® attempts both of Camerons of C, and Calg
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Highrs had failed to dislodge from the village, This slow

and difficult process cost R.H.C, their commanding officer,

ILt-Col S,8,T, Cantlie, who was mortallv wouncded by machine-
gun.fire; his senior company cormander was hit by the same burst,
It was now too late to carry out the attack according to the
original plan, vhich proviled for artillery support between

0530 and 0630 hours, and the battalion moved into St Andre-

-sur-Orne whlle a new one wos prepared, But the planners
- were soon working on what scems to have been z false assumption,

A patrol despatched to reconnoitre May-sur-Orne reported that
it had entered the village and walked through the greater part

. of the place, There was no sign of Calg Highrs, Only one

German was seen and the patrol drew fire from a solitary
machine-gun, But if the enemy, elther in fact or in annearance,.
was holding the place with onlv a few troops, then his garrison -
was certainly stronz enough later on when 'Calg Highrs were

driven out and the Black Wotch were caught by enfilading fire

as thev made their gallant but hopeless attempt to get througch to

- Fontenay. ~ (Cf Report No, 150)

1538 However discouraging and ominous the situation may
have appeared on this sector of the divisional front, some
progress had heen mace on the left in the attack by 4 Cdn Inf Bde,
even though it had begun half an hour late, The delay

followed a report from a taping party sent forward with Fus MR,
that enemy tanks wcre on the west end of the start-line., At the
request -of the officer commanding R.H.,L.I., Lt-Col J.M,
Rockingham, the assault was put off until 0400 hours in order to
enable him to clear his line, He then hastily mounted an

attack by one company which succeeded in driving the tanks

away., This done, the battalion actually crosse¢d the line

at 0410 hours and with three companies forward and one in
reserve, advanced across the open ground, As thev moved up the
slope towards Verrikres, our troops were greeted with heavy machine-
gun fire, but the centre comnany pressed forward and after some
hand-to-hand fighting in the hedgerows, broke into the villare
and began to clear the buildings, As it began to get light
machine-gun fire which had been coming in on the flanks was
revealed to be issuing fronm tanks, These were driven off by the -
supporting guns of 2 Cdn A,Tk Regt, which, from nositions nea?r
Troteval Farm, quickly accounted for four of them, The
remaining companlies and the anti-tank runs picked their way
across a mineflield and rot up into the village just in time

to0 meet an enenmy counter-attack stiffened with more armour, A
fierce engagement followed and 2 number of ocur anti-tank

guns were destroyed, but. after a strurrle which actually came

to close quarters, the Germans werc'beaten off, two of their
tanks beins knocked out, The reserve comvany was now brought
forward, and at 0750 hours, although the battalion had suffered
heavy casualties, it informed Brirade that it was firm on the
objective. (7.D., R.H.L.I., July 1944: Appx 1. The Battle

of Verridres)

154, With R, Rept C. preparing to pass throurh and attack |
ROqugncourt, and tanks of 7 Armd Div having mounted the f
Verrieres ridre in the gap between 4 and § Cdn Inf Bdes, the E
prospects for the thrust southward down' the farther slope

looked bright, But the forces assigned to deliver this blow, |
upon which the success of the whole operation depended, would be |
imperilled if swift action was not taken to secure the flanks,
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G.5., H,0, 2 Can Inf Div, July 1944: Anpx 25, Ops Log,
Jui 24 "Serial 21973 and W.D., G.S., H.0., 2 Cin Gorps,
July 1944. Appx. 4, Ops Loe, 25 Jul 44 Serial-22), Hence

R.H.C., pausing in St Andr¢, was urred to zet on with the

advance, At 0647 hours, H. Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde gzave the order
by wireless: "Push on now: 8pced essential," (W,D,, H.Q.

-5 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log, 25 Jul 24, Serial

116) Half an hour later Brigadier Mepill ordered the "battalion

' to open the attack on Fontenay-le-Marmion, As far 2s could be
known at that time, it was reasonable toc assume’ that Calg

Hirhrs were sufficiently far forward to ensure that R.H, C ‘s right
flank would not be badly exposed., But inaccuracy of some of the
reports received from the front and the confusion existing on
both the right and left flanks were misleading: thus at

0715 hours it could appear at Lt-Gen Simonds' Tactical Headgquarters
that prozress was generally "slow but steadg“ that Calg Highrs
were fighting in May-sur-Orne, comnleting the first phase, and
that on the left 9 Cdn Inf Bde was flrmly holding Tilly-la-
Campagne, although some mopping up still remained to be done.
(W.D, H.,Q. 2 Cén Corps, July 1944: Anox 4., Ovos Log,

25 “rud 44 "Serial 22), On the ground, chevcr, neither
situafion was so favourable,

59 Nevertheless, M= jor F,P Griffin, uron-whom the

cormand of E.H.C. had devolved, issued his instructions for

the attack intended to by-pass May-sur Orne and seize
Fontenay-le-Marmion, In a remarkably short time assistznce

had been arranged with the artillery and tanks; Major Griffin had
sent a patrol to eliminate the sunposed q*nple machine-gun

in May-sur-Orne, and Brigadier Mepill had come forward to confer
with himin St Andrd, At about 0930 hours:the battalion left

" for the start-line near the "factory" in St Martin, The

supporting tanks were held up for a few minutes in the narrow,
sunken roads leading from thecir harbour in the village and

The Black Watch did nct wait for then, With two rifle companies
forward and two following, the battalion set out across the
wheatficlds clothing the slope of the ridge, which at this end

is a decidedly commanding ferture, The four comranies were

now completelv in the open and exposed on cverv side, Survivors
denied afterwards that our own artillery broucght down the
supporting fire for which Major Griffin had arraneed, But in
this thev were probably mistaken, for documentarv evidence
indicates that the fire tasks were carried cut by the guns and
the suspected enenmy poqitions on the ridge bombarded, Actually
additional tasks were ordercd, including the laying of smoke to
hide the battalion's left flank, . But there could not be any
doubt that the Germans were bringing their fire to bear, with
every type of weapcn 2t their disposal, from the right in

- May-sur-Orne, from the ridge in front and to the left, and from

the high ground on the farther bank of the Orne, The fire of
dug-in tanks, 88-millimetre zuns, mortars, rocket-projectors,
machine-guns and other small arms raked the erain as our troops
pushed unfalteringly up the slope, The Black Watch had already
sustained a considerable number of casualties during the early

‘morning, They 'now suffered extremely heavy losses in the face

of this terribly destructive fire. Surviving officers estimate
that about 60 211 ranks, led by Major Griffin, crossed the
crest of the ridpe towards the chjective, Within a few hundred



7-59 -

yards of Fontenay-lé-ﬁnrmion, however, this heroic remnant
ran into.the fire of 'a very strong position, prevared by the

_enery with great cunning, very well camouflaged,-and strenpethened

with tanks disguised as haystacks, - Further advance was
impossible, Few men remained unwounded, In these forlorn
circumstances Major Grifiin gave the order for each man to
withdraw as best he could, But the fire wos too intense for

- disengarement to be reallv possible, In the first hour of
‘the afternoon the charge ended in annihilation, Of perhaps
300 officers and-men committed not more than 15 succeeded in

returning to our lines, When we re-occupied the area in

~ August, Major Griffin's body was found lying among those of

his men, So honourable a record of soldierly devotion has
rarely been equalled, and will not be surpassed, (See the
exhaustive account of this action in Report No, 150,)

156 In accordance with the plan, the surnorting squadron
of 6 Cdn Armd Regt had moved three troops forward into
May-sur-Orne from where they were to protect R.E,C. with
fire on their flank, By that time, however, Calg Highrs had
retired and the armour became heaviiy engaged with the anti-
tank guns and Panthers with which the Cermans were holdin- the
place, Badly hit, our troops were forced to pull back into
St Martin, (Ibidi. Thereabouts thev made contact with Calg
Highrs, who remained on the defensive. somewhat scattered, and
unable to move owing to the heavy fire shot at them from the
hulks, of burnt-out tanks on the hirher ground on the left towards
Verrieres, and more continuously from acreoss the river (W.D,,
Calg Highrs, July 1924: Appx 123 and AEF/% Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket
TI: Accounts eut Moffat and 8 e t-Col

h 5 At 1615 hours a screen of smoke and mortar fire was
brought down to enable the remaining elements of Calg Highrs to
withdraw under orders from the Brigadler into the outskirts of
St Andr¢ (W,D,, Calg Highrs, 25 Jul 44), That evening,
together with the few officers and men of R.H.C. who had escaped
destruction with the forward companies. they were placed under
the command of Camerons of C,, the composite force to hold
St Andred while the Division made another attemnt to capture
the ground for which the cnemy had exacted so heavy a premium
(#.D,, Camerons of C,, July 1944: Appx 6).

1575 There was little further change elsewhere on the
front during the day, R.H.L.,I. remained firm in Verridres,
assisted by the tanks of 7 Armd Div, but in attemptine to push
across the ridge towards Roguancourt, R, Rert C, ran into
heavy fire, suffered badlv, lost some prisoners, and had to dig
in on the forward slope with the enemy some 300 yards awavy
bétwcen them and their objective (W.D,, R, Regt C,, 25 Jul 44;
and ¥,D,, H,€, 4 Ccn Inf Bde, July 1944: Anpx 1, Ogs Log,

25 Jul 44, Serial 949), About noon, when it was clear that
the Opera{ions were not going as planned, Lt-CGen Simonds
decided not to commit the two armeurcd divisions, except

that 7 Armd Div w¥=s to supnort 4 Cédn Inf Bde and make certain
that the Verrieres area was not lost (Information from Lt-Gen

-Simonds, as above). Orders were issued, however, for fresh

attempts to be made during the evening, to be followed b

further at*tacks on the following cdav, The new plan called

first for a renewed assault on Rogquancourt by 4 Cén Inf Bde at
1830 hours, to be supnorted bv the whole of the corps' artillery,
and completed within two hours, Then 2 Cdn Inf Div would attack
and seize May-sur-Orne, Tilly-la-Camnagne was to be made firm
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by § Cdn Inf Bde during the micht and at first light 2 Cin Inf
Div would attack Fontenay-le-Marmion, (WD, G,5.3 'H.0, 3 Can

Inf Div, July 19#2: Appx 1, Ops Log, Serial 200)

158, But the attempt by 2 Cdn Corps to retrieve the

frustrations and misfortunes of the first assault was not
destined to meet with zanv preater success, Neither Roguancourt
nor May-sur-Orne was to fall into cur hands that day, Heavy
and continuous counter-attacks againgt R,H.L.,I. and R, Regt C,

"at Verribres delayed the attack on Rogquancourt and finally

caused it to be postponed until the morrow, (#,D.. G6.5., H.Q.
2°'Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 25, Ops lLog, Serials 2334 and
2343), .0On the right flank, the attack on May-sur-Orne by

R, de Mais, which came under command of Brigadier Mezgill for

the action, failed to give us possession, Supported by 5 Cdn Fd
Regt, 25 Fd Regt R,A., and the four medium regiments:of 2 Cdn
Army Group Royal Artillery (W,D,, H.Q. 5 Can Inf Bde, July 1944:
Appx 7), R, de Mals set out at 1900 hours from St 4ndre and
advanced towards May-sur-Orne with a company on either side of the
road, From the beginning, however, it encountered difficulties,
An early message reported that the forward companies were

being fired on from behind the start-line, the main east-west
road through St Ancré, Cne company reportec that it was .
actually pinned down behind the forward positions- of Calg Highrs,
Confused fighting took place near the mine-shaft south of

St Martin, and the battalion could not get forward, In view

of the ubiquitous opposition encountered and the fairly heavy
casualties sustained, the battalion was ordered to fall back upon

defence of the place, (™.D,, R, de Mais, 25-26 Jul 44; 2and
W.D., H.Q, 5 Can Inf Bde, 25 Jul 44), That eveningz Brieadier
Young came to the conelusion that it would be futile to.attempt the
projeceted attack on Fontenay-le-Marmion with 6 Cén Inf Bde, as
contemplated for the following day, The enemy dominated %he
area with intense fire from his mortars and artillery. especially
from west of the Orne, and if the infantry were to have any real
chance, the farther bank of the river would have to be cleared
of the enemy, Maj-Gen Foulkes agreed with this appreciation,
arranged to meet the corps commander and ordered the

general stabilization of the line, (W,D., H.3, 6 Cdn Inf Bde,
25 Jul 44)

159; It was equally apparent by this time that we were
farlng no better on Maj-Cen Keller's front and that we had
failed to make good our foothold in Tilly-la<Campagne,

"Iater on in the afternoon", when it was realized that the place
could not be eonsolidated, the order was given for those of our °
troops still left on their feet to break up into small parties and
retire to Bourguebus under cover of darkness., "Approximately
100 all ranks got back, and in the early morning of the 26th
A" Coy Comd returned with 9 men, He reported that in his
opinion small gps were still holding out in various parts of
the town, but that there were at least 10 tks and 2 coys of
inf moved into the area, and that it was very unlikely

that any of the others would get out alive," The unit's
losses were computed by the C,0. at 201 of all categories, :
(Petch Renort, as above), That night the remzins of the battalion
were withdrawn to Cormelles (—,D,, Nth N.S, Highrs, 25 Jul 44 ),
At 2315 hours a patrol of -H.L.I. of C, penetrated the outskirts of
Tilly, and reported that the Germans held the village in strength
(W.D.,, H.Q, 9 Cidn Inf Bde, Julv 1944: Appx 7, Patrol Report,

26 Jul 44),
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160, During the evening, Lt-Gen Simonds.visited

Lt-Cen Dempsey and reported that any attempt to press the

attack further would be useless; ‘all that could be accomplished
was to consolidate the ground pained (Information supnplied hy
Lt-Gén Simonds), The prim-rv objcet of ninninz the enemy

on this part of the Allied front while the Americans struck

him at.St .18 had been dchieved, It was the Canadian commander's
opinion that no advantase would be gained by launching Gds

and 7 Armd Divs, for the opportunity of pushing home a concerted
Arive sgainst the Germans had not emerged from the . day's

costly efforts by our infantry battalions and their su»porting

~ tanks, Hence Lt-Gen Simonds concluded that there was ro purpose in

committinz his forces any more than he had done, The Army
Commander agreed that there was no point in puttine additional
forces into the present battle since it was clear that =
commensurate result could not then be obtained, (*.D,, 2 Cdn
Fd Hist Sec, Jul 1944: Appx 5)

161, "~ The Corps remained on the defensive during the

night and nothing untoward develoned although the enemv did not
desist from harrving our tired troops with his mortars and
artillery. On the following morning Lt-Gen ‘Simonds issued orders
for the necessary regrouping to enable our depleted battalions

to f111 the gaps in their ranks and at the same time to

ensure that the front, particularly on M2 j-Gen Foulkes' sector,

was strongly held, (V.D., G,S., H.Q, 2 Cdn Corps, 26 Jul 44),
This involved 1little change for 3 Cén Inf Div, but for 2 Cdn Inf
Div it meant a cay of shifting positions 'and tre wearisome business
of sorting out the units embroiled in the battle of the day before,
The division was reorganized on a front of two bripades, with

5 Cdn Inf Bde in reserve, - 6 Cdn Inf Bde, having under command

R, de Mais, Camerons of C,, 'S, Sask R, and Essex Scot, became

responsible for the rizht seetor. nearest the Ornej; on the left
R, Regt C, and R.H.L.I. remained under 4 Cdn Inf Bde, (N eDay
H,0, 6 Cén Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 8 (ii)). The division was
to hold its positions, patrol vigorously, and prepare against
counter-attack (Ibid}, 131 Brit Be (Mot) wes postcd behind
R.H.L.I. 2s a counter-attack forcej while 2 Cdin Armd Bde moved
north of Caen for re-equipning (Ibid),

162, Brigadier Young assumed responsibilitv for the right
flank carly on 26 Jul (7,D,, H,Q, 6 Cin Inf Bde, 26 Jul 44),

R, de Mais passed to his command, moved slightlv west and dug

in between the river and the highway leading to Mzyesur-Orne,
while Camerons of C., who hac relieved Calg Hirhrs befores dawn,
occupied positions immediately to the east and linked up with

S, Sask R, Essex Scot were now deployed on the brigade's right
flank, at the bend in the Orne at Etavaur. (W,Ds,, R, de Kais,
Camerons of C., Essex 3cot and Calg Highrs, 26 Jul 244), About
noon 40 men from the Black Watch, who had been discovered still
holding a defensive position in St Martin, were relieved by

R, de Mais and withdrawn to Fleury-sur-Orne, Eere R,H.C, and
Calg Highrs, the two units now remaining in 5 Cdn Inf Bde, began
the extensive task of reorganization, w-ich for R,H,C. amounted to
building an almost entirely new battalion, (¥,Ds,, H,C, 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, R.H.C., and Calg Highrs, 25 Jul 44), Durinz the

- following night Fus M.R, moved from Beauvoir and Troteval Farms

to Basse and came under command 5 Cdn Inf Bde for a perlod of
rest and reorganization (W,D.,, H.Q, 6 Cén Inf Bde, 26-27 Jul 44),
The positions left by Fus M.R, were occupied by two battalions
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- from 131 Brit Bde (Mot). of 7 Armd Div (Ibid). On 4 Cdn Inf
-Bde's sector R.,H,L.I., still held Verrieres and R, Regt C,
~remained on the divisional flank deployed on the slope towards

the highway leading to Falaise, The losses sustained by

- these two units alone may be judged by the fact thet on 26 Jul
- R HsL.I. recelved- 180 reinforcements. ("iDa.y R H.LT, and R, Rest
" Gy 26.-Jul 44) - - -

163,  East of the Falaise road the hriegades of 3 CdAn Inf

Div remained in. position, the onlv change being that Q.0.R.
of C, tcok over Bourguebus from N, Shore R,, which after a week in
this exposed village and the desperate action of the day before.

" was not unwilling to move back into the quieter sector near

Grentheville (¥.D., H.Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 26-27 Jul 44),

164, The situation of the forward ba“*talions across the

Corps! front was none too comfortable and required urpgent
effort with piek and shovel, for the efficient S.5., Panzer troops
on the high ground easilyv dominated the Canadian positions
(W,D.y G,S,, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, July 1944: Appx 3, Int Summary
No, lé); In the fine weather now vrevailing, the mud dried
quickly under the warm July sunj any movement raise¢ a clou

of yellow dust, andé dust drew fire from an alert -and suspicious
‘enemy  (1bids  and W.D,, R, de Mais, 26 Jul 44), DNor were the.
Germans wiiiing to resort merely to passive defence, : During
the afternoon of 26 Jul a large force of tanks, believed to

be from 9 S,5, Pz Div, was observed to be marshalling for a
counter-attack in the valley south of Verriéres, But this time
the weather was on-our side, and the tanks were scattered hy
Typhoons of 83 CGroup R.A.F., which flew four successful sorties
against them, - . (¥.D,, G,S.,, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 26 Jul.44; and
Appx 3, Int Summary No, 163 and W,D., R, Regt C.,, 26 Jul 44),
As-a result, our infantry had nothing birger than a fighting
patrol to deal with and that they had no difficulty in beating
off AN D,y G,54, H.Q, 2 Cdn Inf Diwv, 26.Jul 44), Yet the
dispersal of local counter-attacks on nositions tactically
unpleasant and not verv useful in themselves might hardly seem
to constitute a very full r<turn for the heavy expenditure
occasioned by Operation "Spring", What then, is a truer
assessment?

165, .. The battle was one of the hardest which the Canadians
were called upon to fight during the campaign, It cost us
considerably over 1000 ki'led, wounded and missing, (A

calculation prepared ty Overseas Records 0ffice (AEF/2 Cdn Corns/P/H,
Docket III) provicdes a total of 10323 it is obviously unreliable,

.as.it gives R.H.C, casualties as 144, whereas a more careful
. investigation also bg Records produced for this unit a total of

324 (Renort No. 150) It had resulted in only slight advances
southwards towards Falaise. Yet the hamlet of Verridres, captured
and doggedly held by R.H.L.I:i, was an imnortant gain; although

it was on the lower end of its ridge, our tenure of it deprived

the enemy of one of the high points in his forward line, reduced

.his former sweeping and intimate observation over the whole of the

country northwards into Caen, and fave us a substantially better
view of the terrain over which we still had to' travel, Possession
of the feature was actually a condition of the launching of the
armoured attack which was to follow two weeks later, See

Report No, 150). Moreover, the .enemy had not escaped lichtly,

He had lost over 200 prisoners (AEF/Seccnd Army/L/F: Int

W
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Surmary No, 51), and his:272 Inf Div, which had %nown nothing

but- defeat =and - disruption in its first week of bhattle, suffercd

such severe casualties that a few days later it was withdrawn to
a quieter sector near Troarn -(Special Interrosation Rerort,

Dietrich).

166, But of greater importance than winnins = few yards of
ground or infliecting casualties on 2 strongly-entrenched enemy,

.wasr the £€,-1n=C,'s plan to contain and wear down the German

formations on the front east of the Orne, The enemy's reaction
to our attempt upon his pesitions on those long open slopes south
of Caen was characteristic, He was prepared to defend them
with the most. formidable troops at his command, On ‘the sector
between the Falaise road and the Orne it wos Adiscovered durins the
battle that 272 Inf Div was beinz constantly reinforeed, For
Bricadeftihrer Wisch's 1 S,S. Pz Div both clung stubbornly to
T1lly-la-Campagne anc was involved in the bitter fighting for
Verrieres, Farther west a battle-group comprising both infantrv
and tanks from 2 Pz Div, only recently relieved in the Caumont
sector, was used to harden resistance a2long the bank of the Orne
The complete division had in fact been transferred from Caumont

‘to Bretteville-sur-Laize on 24 Jul, In addition 116 Pz Div had

Just arrived at Rouvres from the Pas de Czlzais, This meant
that two further panzer divisions had been diverted to meet the

“impending assault from the Caen sector, On 26 Jul 2 Pz Div was

hastily sent back west to meet the threat at St 1oy 116 Pz Div was
evidently moved at the same time; but by then the Americans
were well on their way (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket III:
Speclel Interrogation Rerort, von ILuttwitz). The presence of
9 S,S, Pz Div in the vicinity of Fontenav-le-Marmion had brought
the number of armcured divisions east of the river to six:
deployed from east to west were 21 Pz, 12, 1 and 9°'S,5, Pz, with
2 Pz 2nd 116 Pz Divs in reserve to the south, , Qnly one
armoured formation, 10 S,S, Pz Div, lay west of the

Orne between the river and St I3, (3econd Army Int Summary

No. 51, as ahove; and Special Interrogation Reports, Dietrich,
Fgggntigger. Wisech and Meyer%. The preoccupation of these
powerful armourec forces in the east while First U,S, Army
struck with intent to break throuch in the west was a first
essential to the fulfilment of the Allied plan as a whole, The
series of holding attacks by Second British Army, culminating

in the Canadian Operation "Spring", contributzd vdin no small
measure to the brilliant success w-ich attended the great
assault launched by Lt-CGen Bradley west of St I3,

167, For the weather over the American sector on the
morning of 25 Jul had at last enabled the combined Allied air
forces to prepare the way for the offensive on the largest and
most devastating scale, With three divisions advancing on a
narrow front, VII U,S, Corps by nightfall had made a breach two
miles deep and four wide and had reached 2 line extending from
La Butte to La Chapelle-en-Juger. On the following day
armoured ancd motorized infantry columns passed through and drove
the wedge a further four miles southward to the wvillage of

La Conviniere, At the same time, the remainder of the Army
front was set in motion, On the left,; bordering Second
British Army, V U.S, Corps made attacks which, though limited,
gained considerable grounds; on the extreme right, VIII U,S,
Corps attacked with three éivisions to secure a brideehead over the
River Stvres near the coast, Resistance zlong the whole front
weakened on 27 Jul, when in order to avoild encirclement the
eneny began to withdraw in front of VIII U,S, Corps and Lessay
and Periers were captured. VII U.S, Corps. meanwhile, had
succeeded in cAriving far to the south-west, By evening,
Lt-Gen Bradley's forces had brokeén clear through the German
defences:. one of his spearheads was within two miles of
Coutances, another had re=ched Notre Dame-de-Cenilly, (AEF/
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1?’ First U,S, Army/C/F, Docket I: QOperations 20 Oct 43 - 1 Aug 44),
The costly tacties of the holdins battle zbout Caen and the
sacrifices invclved in the threat to Falalse were yielding their
strategic harvest, The British and Canadiocn troops long
battering against the defences of the common enemy was beginninz to
have its effect.

THE WESTERN OFFENSIVE (29‘; 31 JUL)

168, The manner in which Lt=Gen Bradley's forces had made and
seized their chances was immediate anc spectacul=zr, The C,-in-C,'s
decision as to what Lt-CensDempsey arnd Crerar must do to assist

in this "main blow of the whole Allied nlan" was cormunicated

in a directive of 27 Jul, (6.0.C.-in-C,, First Cén Army, file
1-0: Directive M 515, from C,-in-C,, 21 Army Gp). On the
imnediate possibilities of persevering arainst the enemy astrice
the road to Falaise Ceneral Montzomery confirmed the views of
Lt-Gen Simonds, For the time beins, the enemy must remain

where Operztion "Sprinz" had left him, "He is so strong there
now", the C,-in-C, wrote, "that any large scale operations by

us in that area are definitely unlikely to succeed; if we

should attempt them we would merely play into the enemy's hands,
and we would not be helping on our operations on the western
flank," (Ibid). But the crowding of the enemy's armour towards
the east gave an opportunity for Second British Army to strike,

| this time not where the enemy was strongest, but at his less

i forbidding sector west of Noyers. The next attack would 7o in,
therefore, on the British risht where it marched .with the American
left about Caumont, and where there were no nanzer or S.S,
formations. East of Novers everytiing possible had to he done
‘to keep the enemy's forces occupied, especizlly in front of

Caen, and in the sector held by First Cdn Armv on the extreme
left, As General Montgomery cexpressed his requirement:

Along the whole front now held by the First Canadian
and Second British Armies it is essential that the
eneny be attacked to the greatest decree possible with
the resources available, He must be worried, and shot
up, and attacked, and rzided, whenever and wherever
possible; the object of such activity will *e to
| improve our own positions, to gain ground, to keep
the enemy from transferring forces across to the
| L western flank to ovpose the American advance, and
generally to "write off" German personnel ané
| equipment,

(Ibid)

169, No change in policy was indicated for the American
front, FPirst U.S, Army wz2s to continue its drive teo the

south and then swing left south of thc boecage, Third U.S5, Army
would deal with Orittany, When the moment was propitious,

Lt-Gen Bradley would set up 12 U,S, Army Group; in the meantime,
by order of General Eisenhower, "all oper-tions in the Americah
sector will be under the direction an” control of Lt-Cen Bradley",
(Ibidy and Directive M 512), To Lt-Gen Dempsey the C,-in-C,
assigned two tasks., On the left wing, 12 Corps and 2 Cén Corns
were to contain the very formidable forces alreadv attracted

into the Caen sector br the efforts of the past ten days, The
positions south of the city were to be firmlv held, and 2 Cin Corps
was to be prepared to resume the offensive towards Falaise if
ordered, While conductin~ this policv of offensive defence

on the left, Lt-Gen Dcmpsey wcs instructed to prepare the

"very heavy blow" on his right, south from Coumont. with a
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force of not less than six divisions, . The oper~tion wos

~designed to shorten Lt-Gen Bradley's front and enable him

to wheel-to the ezst with greater easey the initial objective

w=s the thickly wooded country between St Martin des Besaces,

Le' Beny Bocage, and the For&t 1'Eveque, and the troops

involved were to be ready to push on to Vire, six miles farther
south, The tentative date set for this attack, in which
Second: British Army was to "hurl ‘itself into the fizht ,,

so as to make easier the task of the American armies fighting hard
on the western flank", was 2 Aug, (Pirective M 515, as above),
While Lt-Gen Crerar was directed to further the general plan

of keeping the enemy occupied, the C,-in-C, realized that in
view of the more urgent reguiremcnts in the west, his resources
were limited and that the task of extending the front east to
the Dives and Muance micht have to be delayed, (Ibid)

170, In any case, the pvace of the events on the western
flank was too swift to allow Lt-Gen Crerar's plans to mature,
for on 28 Jul VIII U.S, Corps captured Coutances

linked with. flanking troops of VII U,S, Corps ané pushed on
south, Between Coutances and the Vire progress was slower,

but by evening XIX Corps had rcached a point ten miles south-
west of St L3, = (AEF/First U,S, Army/C/F, Docket I: Operations
20 Oct 43 - 1 Aug 44), Heavy losses were inflicted on the
enemy, Fanatieal resistance on the part of Pz Lehr zand 5 Para
Divs h2d been unavailing; the bulk of these formations were

smashed . (SHAEF/C/E, Docket I: Basic Notes for Genersl
Eisenhower's Despatch - G-2 and G-3 Summaries, 23-2% Jul 44),
From the Vire west the enenv wis comnletély disorganized, South

.of Coutances the roads were clo-ge?d with German tanks and motor-

transport streaming south, led by 2 Pz Div, which had been
rushed west from the Caen sector onlv in time to take its place
in the general rout, (Qperations 20 Oct 43.- 1 Ag 44, as above)

i Yot 8 While Lt-Gen Bradley was driving the heaten enemy out
of his last holdines 2t the base of the Cotentin Peninsula,
General Montgomery was quick to realize the need for speeding up
the offensive by Second British Armv, He made his decision known *
to Lt-Gen Crerar at a conference held on 29 Jul,. In view of
the pressing need for exploiting the favourable situation
created by First U,S, Army, Lt-Gen Dempsey would launch his
attack south from Caumont the following day, 30 Jul., with
whatever troops could be concentrated and denloyed by that time,
Lt-Gen Dempsey planned to attack in the morning with 8 Corps
consisting of 15 (3) and 11 Armd Divs and 6 Gds Tk Bde on the
right, and 30 Corps with 43 (W) and 50 (¥) Inf Divs and 7 Armd
Div and 8 Brit Armé Bde on the left, (6.0.C.-in-C,, First

Cdn Army, file 1-0: Notes on Conference with C,-in-C,,

21 Arny Gp, 29 Jul 44)

172 The C.,-in-C, reiterated that while the right wing

of the Allied armies was enpaged in these battless it was very
important that the enemy be prevented from reinforeing his

left from east of the Orne, To this Lt-Gen Crerar replied that
he had already issued aporopriate instruétions to Lt-Gen
Crocker, and that while 2 Cdn Corps was rot to pass to the
Canadizan Army's commanéd until 31 Jul, he would anticipate

the event and issue similar orders to Lt-Cen Simonés, (Inid).
This he took early opportunitv to do and informec the commanders
of both 1 Brit and 2 Ccén Corps of the irmediate necessities,

To keep the enemy occupied on Canadian Army's front, 1 Brit
Corps, by "positive action and deception", was to convey the
impression to the cnemy that an attack from Cagny towards

Vimont was in the course of preparation, while 2 Cén Corps was to
betrav signs to his Intellircence that the next major offensive
would be coming down the Falaise road, an operation for which
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Lt-Gen Simonds would actually draw up plans, Such an attac

to be carried out in great strength and with maximum survort from
the air, would be. launched should Second Army's thrust reach
Conde-sur-Noireau, near the Orne south-east of Mont Pincon,

or alternatively, should the enemy show signs of an impending
withdrawal, Lt-Gen Crocker was to continue his preparations
for a2 possible attack towards the Dives, although he was advised
that if 2 Cén Corps were to-attack towards Falaise, he would only
be required to undertake a limited advance towards Vimont, to
proteet Lt-Gen Simonds' left flank, (#.0.,, G,0,C,-in-C,,

First Cdn Army, July 1544: Appx 5, Directive to Corps Comds,)

173. - The territory through which Lt-Gen Dempsey was
ordered to advance, wooded, interminably undulating, set

with thick hedgerows, and broken by steep-sided valleys, sloped
generally upwards to the high bracken and tree-covered hills of
the lMont Pingon massif, With no wide exnanses for tacticzl
deployment a2né scope for nelther manoeuvre nor reconnaissance,
the bocage was both difficult for infantrv 2né unpromising for
tanks, Through such country Second Army's progress was likely
to be somewhat slow =2nd to reouire firm comsolidation after each
advance, (Historv of 1 mdé Div; and AEF/Second Army/C/F,
Docket II: Eiz. Second Armv Artv Notes No, 2), The speed with
whieh the operation had to be mounted, to go in four days bhefore
the date originally set, meant that Gds, 7, and 11 *rmd Divs were
required to make the journey across the bridgehead, from the
Orne sector by way: of Bayeux, through clouds of hot, vellowish

“dust, along sealed roads thronged with traffic, a2nd with onlv

a brief night's pause in the cool wocds an@ orchards hetween
Bayeux and Caumont, before the battle opened on the following dav
(Hig§%r1§§ of 7. and 11 Armd Divsy W,D,, G,S,, H,Q. 2 C*n Corps,
July 1944: Appx 4, Ops Lop, 29 Jul 44, Serials 15, 16, 17 and

18; and ¥W.D,, G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, July 1944: Anpx 101,
Cositintrep No, 40). '

174, Early on 30 Jul the operation began with massive blows
by 700 heavy and 650 medium bombers (AEF/Second Army/L/F, Docket I:
Second Army Int Summary No, 56). 30 Corps opened the ground
assault just east of Caumont at 0600 hours with an attack bv two
brigades directed on Anctonville, An hour later, from just west
of Caumont, 8 Corps attacked in the direction of Sept Vents,

11 Armd@ Div protecting the right flank and maintaining contact
with the left of V U,S, Corps. liines boobv-traps and the close
nature of the country cnabled the enemy tc hold up 30 Corps on

the line of the stream running north-zast through Briquessard.
(Second Army Int Summary No, 56, as above), On the right five hard
miles and a second instalment of the aerial attack carried

8 Corps on to the high ground overlooking ‘the village of

St Martin des Besaces, which fcll on the following morning (Ibid).
The astonishing discoverv of an unmined and undefended track
through the Foret 1'Evéque - apparently the boundary between

326 Inf and 3 Para Divs - enabled fast-moving armoured cars to

cut through to the Souleuvre River where they seized a bridge,

two miles west of Le Beny-Bocage, and held it intact, A hasty
change in plans brought in the tanks of 11 Armd Div: bv nightfall
of 31 Jul their squadrons were on the outskirts of Le Beny-Bocage
and the infantry were on the move scuthward towards Etouvy and
Vire, Elsewhere, though some further advances were made,
resistance remained firm, (History 1 Divs and 7.D,,
G.S. Ogs, H.Q, First Cdn Army, Aursust 1944: Anpx 1, Cositintrep
No, 42 ;
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1754 - Even so, Second British Army in two days!

- fighting had advanced more than ten miles throurh some of the

worst country in Normandy znd taken some 800 prisoners

(AEF/Second Army/L/F, Docket I: Second Army Int Summary No., 57).
The enemy's anxiety concerning the gap, so dangerously exploited
through the Foret 1'Eveque, and his desire to keep us off the

Mont Pinion massif and out of the valley of the Vire, had the
inevitable effect of has'y reinforcement, 21 Pz Div had to be
pulled across the front by night from east of- the Orne, to be

at once committed on 31 Jul west of Le Beny-Bocage, But the
damage was done, Second Army's deep thrust had snavped the

hinge on which the enemy might have swung a withdrawal eastwards,
His whole position at the month's end was greatly weakened;

his extreme western flank was cone, and west of Vire he faced
complete and utter collapse beneath the unrelenting pressure of the
combined offensives, (Ibids Basic Fot or Eisenhower's Desvatcl
G-2 Weekly Summaries, 30 Jul to 5 Aug 44, 2s above; and

S 2l Interrogation Repo Feuchtinger) _

176, - PFor while 8 and 30 Brit Corps were so heavily

enzaged south of Caumont, First U,S, Army, its flank thus
secured, was makinz the most spectacular acdvances, If
resistance continued to be filerce and little progress was macde
on the left, the Army's rizht wing, taking advantage of the enemy's
disorganization and of the fine weather which gave the 21ir forces
free play, did not hesitate to exploit its gains, On 29 Jul,
VIII U,S, Corps secured a bridgehcad over the Sienne west of
Coutances, to reach Cerences nine miles to the south, East of
Coutances, VII U.S. Corps surrounded large numbers of enemyv
tanks, guns ancd vehicles 2nd destroyed them by the combined action
of armour, artillery and aireraft, On 30 Jul, VIII U,S, Corps
came within a mile of the smzll port of Grnnviile, while the.

now famous 4 Armd Div, advancing 21l the way from Coutances,
captured two bridges over the See and bv nightfall entered
Avranches., On the last day of July, VII and VIII U,S, Corps
swept on six miles beyond Avranches, To the east, XIX U,S,
Corps was still held up bty strong opprosition in the valley

of the Vire River, but wzs able to push its richt flank south
towards Percy, V U.S, Corps, on the left, operating in
conjunction with 11 Armd Div, also made substantial gains,

By 1 Aug, when crossings over the Selune River at the base of

‘the Cotentin Peninsula were secured, the door a2t the bottom

of the corridor alonz the western seaboard was open, Such were
the enemy's losses in men and material-that it would only be

necessary to pour troops through the gzp and deploy them west and

ezst to capture the Brittany Peninsula on the one hand, and
advance eastwards to Paris on the other, (Operati 20 Oct 43 -
1 Aug 44, as above), At noon that dav the 15 divisions enraged
in this great battle were divided into two armies, and Twelfth
Armv Group, under Lt-Cen Bradlev, took control of all

American forces in North-West Europe, At the same time Third

.U.S. Army, under Lt-Gen George S. Patton, Jr,, entered unon

active operations alongside First U,°, Army, now commanded bv
Lt-Gen Courtney H, Hodges., (Ibid; and G,0,C,-in-C,, First
Cdn Army, file 1-0: Directive M 515, from C,-in-C,, 21 Army Gp)

177, It has been seen that the shock of the western

of fensives had drawn two of the enemy's armoured formations,

2 and 21 Pz Divs, away from our front on the east, a risk

which we were doing our best to dissuade the Germans from taking,
In addition, 116 Pz Div had moved west without ever being
committed south of Caen, The importance which Gereral
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Montgomery attached to preventing any such transferance of
forces westward received additional emphasis cduring the morning
of 30 Jul when he telephoned Lt-Gen Crerar to inform him that
: the attack south of Caumont was going well, and to ask what more
: could be done on the Concdlan Army's front to keep the enemy
| Wnervous and pinned dewn", The commander replied that 1 Brit
Corps was alreacy working to that end, and that he would speak
to Lt-Gen Simonds about positive action tote taken when 2 Cdn
Corps came undcr Canadian Army command on the followins cday, He
at once telephoned Lt-Gen Crocker and urged him tc make
Moffensive faces" with guns and patrols during that day and
the following night (G.0.C.-in-C,, First Cdn Army, file 1-0-4:
Memo G.0.C,-in-C, to C, of S,), and althourh 2 Cdn Corps was
not to come under command for a further 24 hours, Lt-Gen Crerar
also spoke to Lt-Gen-Simonds on the need for agrressive action
and asked what he could do, Lt-Gen Simonds replied that he
regarded the capture of Tilly-la-Campagne as 2 necessarv pre-
liminary to an offensive, and would attack it on the following
night, ( : Phone Message, 30 Jul 44), The Army Commander
appreciated that, as a result of Lt-Gen Dempsey's success, it
might be necessary to reinforce either 1 Brit or 2 Cén Corps at
short notice, in case of an attack being ordered towards Falaise
or alternatively towards the River Dives, Shortly after noon,
his commanders were advised to prepare accordingly. (Ibid:
Memo Crerar to C, of 8,, and Letter 603/Gen/1/). In a few
hours his foresight was confirmed,

' 178. The climex of this d2y of waiting and watehing came
' late in the afternoon when Genernl Montgomery telephoned
again to announce that fecond British Army was poing "preat
" guns", and that he might want to reinforce the British drive,
or start an important attack on the front of First Canadian Army,
| For .this reason he desired two infantry divisions from 1 Brit
Corps to be withdrawn into reserve, This Lt-Gen Crerar
" promised te arrange, although he would then be left with only
‘ Airborne Div and one infantry division to hold the sector
i between Cagny and the seca, An hour later he advised Lt-Gen
| Crocker that the offensive towards the Dives was postponed
indefinitely, and that 51 (H) and ‘3 Brit Inf Divs were to be
withdrawn west of the Canal de Caen by the following night,
: (G.0.C,-in-C,, First Cén Army, file 1-0: DNotes on Conversation
: with C,-in-C,, 30 Jul 44; and W#,D,, G.0.C.-in-C,, First Cdn
Army, 30 Jul 44), As far as possible all moves were to be
made under cover of darkness, and the necessary re-dispositions
| of the forces remaining were to be carried out in such a way 2s
i to avoid givines the enemy the impression that there had bheen
" any weakening of the corps' front, An extra allotment of
ammunition was to be used to conceal the absence of thes guns
of the two divisions which moved out; (G.0.C.-in-C,, First
Cdn Army, file 1-0-4: Op Instr No, 6, 31 Jul 44), On the
other hand, Lt-CGen Crerar must definitely be orepared to
strike towards Falaise, an order rnising the question of the
reinforcement of 2 Cén Corps with the two additional divisions,
one infantry and one armoured, which Lt-Gen Simonds appreciated
would be required, topether with full air suvport for 48 hours,
in order to enable him to undertake the oper=2tion successfully,
('.D., G.O.C--in-C., Fil‘st Cdn Army, 30 JUI 44) ’

S

179, Second British Army's attack continued to go well
and on the following evening (31 Jul), theC.-in-C, 2gain
telephoned to inform Lt-Gen Crerar that the situation was "good
and promisinz better" and that he intended to exploit success
and drive a wedge between the German Seventh Army and the Fifth
Pz Armvy which, under General Eberbach, had been charged to
defend the enemy's eastern perimeter before Caen, General
Montgomery would therefore require both 3 Brit Inf Div, as
already intimated, from 1 Brit Corps, =2nd 4 Brit Armd Bde, less
| one of its tank regiments, from 2 Cdn Corps, both formatiorm to
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pass to Lt-Gen Dempsey in the morning, In resvonse to Lt-Gen

- Crerar's inquiry, the C,-in-C, said that he did not anticipate

initiatine the offensive on the Canadian Army's front for

at least a week, (G.,0.C,-in-C,, First €én Army, file 1-0:

Notes on Telephone conversation with C,-in-C,, 21 Jul 44; and
Special Interropation Report, Dietrich), The extra time would
enable us to ensure that no detail be overlooked in getting
ready to deliver a2 heavy blow against our formidable antagonists.

AGGRESSIVE DEFENCE AND CHANGES IN DISPOSITIONS
: (27 - '31 JUL} -

180, The brunt of the defence of the Sector held by

2 Cdn Corps between the Orne and the road to Argences was borne

by 2 Cdn Inf Div, for across the Falaise road, where 3 Cdn Inf
Div was deployed in more favourable positions, unaltered since

the relief of 8 Corps on 20 Jul, the-enemy was content to rest on
the strongpoints of Tilly-la-Campagne and La:Hogue (W,D,, G,S,,
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf '-Div, 26-31 Jul 44), To the west, 6 Cdn Inf Bde

in St Andr&-sur-Orne and 4 Cdn Inf Bde in Verrikres were in

closer contact, and the enemy continued to resent our ownership of
these places in the most bitter mannery the slishtest movement
attracted his fire and he was continually on the alert to take
advantage of any weakness which we might exhibit, Hig troops
were committed to the saome policy of aggressive defence as

ours, and he falled to make major attempts to recapture lost ground
his armoured formations did their worst to deny us the benefits of
quiet enjoyment, His good-observation on the higher ground
enabled him to direct savage concentrations of artillery and
mortar fire with telling accuracy on 8t Andr¢, Verriéres and
Bourguébus, and on the roads thither, He discouraged excursions
forward and the inquisitiveness of our patrols, and cut great
swaths across the wheatfields, with the fire of heavy and light
machine-guns, carefully concealedsy by night he sent small
sorties of aireraft to illuminate the Canadian lines with
parachute flares and drop large numbers of anti-personnel bombs;

~both dav and night he put in local counter-attacks, frequently

with the suvport of tanks,

181, The tactics evolved by the enemv to prevent our
patrols from discovering very much about his dispositions
were thoughtful and effeective, By day most of his infantrw
would remain below ground, getting all the sleep they could,.
and leaving theilr positions to be gusrded by a few well-nlaced
sentries. At sundown the entire force would stand to, and
when the light had failed, would move in very close to our
lines and tazke our patrols 2t a disadvantaze, At dawn they
would oull-back to their permanent positions again, The
method was particularly effective on the corps' left flank, S
where Brigadeffihrer Meyer rezlized our uregent need for
information and devised the above means to deny it to us,
(Speciz1 Interrogation Report, Mevers; ané W,D,, G.S., H,Q,

2 Cdn Inf Div, Jul 1944: Appx 20, Int Summary No., 6),

The result was that although we krncw of the withdrawal of

2 and 21 Pz Divs, and were able to follow the gradual shifting
of 272 Inf Div to-the Troarn sector, yet our knowlecdere of the
dispositions of 1y, 9 and 12.8,S, Pz Divs was vague and often

‘eontradictory (Int Summary No, 6, as above), It is fair to

observe, however, that our patrols were handicapped by a dearth
of experienced leaders, Our recent heavy cosualties among
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junior officers and non-commissioned officers often put the
hazard of leading patrols on men whose enthusiasm did not

make up for their lack of experience (W.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde,
30-31 Jul.44),

".182,. - As both sides kept up a continuous fire-fight

with guns, mortars and small-arms, and eniivened it with patrols
and raids, this lull in the offensive brought little respite to
our troops sheltering in slit-trenches and in the cellars of
ruined farm-houses along the line; the noise of the conflict
echoed across the fields from dawn to dusk, only to be taken up
in new, uneasy tones as darkness closed in; and while losses
never reached the proportions of 25 Jul, yet this static
battle cost the Canadian Corps 100 casualties a day (W.D., H.Q.
6 Cdn Inf Bde, July 1944: Appx 14). As Lt-Gen Simonds pointed
out to his senior officers, if we were to sit without further
offensive action for 20 days, our casualties at this rate would
amount to more than would normally be sustained by the corps
in a stiff battle, He was determined that our existing
situation, however irksome or discouraging, must be exploited,
no matter how tired the troops might be. When physically
- possible, they were to be rested, but on that he would make no
promises, He fully realized how much re-organization was necessary
to place the fighting units and formations on a sound footing again,
especially in view.of the coming offensive, but he made it plain
that in the circumstances, the second best must be accepted, and
that though wearied by incessant fighting, the troops must be
pushed, if need be, to the bitter end., The German soldier set
a8 good an example as he gave a grim incentive, for as long as
our men were being shot at, they had no cause to believe in the
notion that the enemy was failing;and however fluid the situation
might seem to be elsewhere, whether on the Russian froant or on
the American, there south of Caen, althoush well on the way to
defeat, the enemy would still put up a determined resistance.
(W.D., 2 Cdn Fd Hist Sec, July 1944: Anpx 5). One cheering
circumstance was the swift retaliation and close support provided
for our infantry by the air force. Taking advantage of the
weather, which remained fair despite the occasional shower

(W.D., 14 Cdn Met Sec, July 1944), 83 Tactical Group R.A.F,
aimed the main weight of its blows on the enemy facing 2 Cdn
Corps., Our fighter-bombers by day and mediums by night gave
the ensmy no rest, Their repeated sorties could be clearly
observed from the Canadien positions breaking up counter-attacks -
and doing considerable damage, and for the loss of only a few
airerafts (W.D., G.S., H.Q. %-Cdn Inf Div, July 1944: Appx 1,
Ops Log, 28 Jul 44, Serial 46

183, The first change in dispositions came on 28 Jul,

when Essex Scot moved across the divisional sector, passed to
$he command of 4 Can Inf Bde and relieved R, fegt C, between
Verridres and the Falaise road. R. Regt C, moved into the line
again on the following day in the vieinity of Troteval Farm,

8 Can Recce Zegt took over Beauvoir Famu from 131 Brit Inf Bde

to enable the latter to leave with the rest of 7 Armd Div and
Gds Armd Div to teke part in the western offensive. As a tempo-
rary make-weight Lt-Gen Simonds received 4 Brit Armd Bde of which
Royal Scots Greys came under command of 2 Cdn Inf Div and were.
placed in reserve north of Verridres, (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps, July 1944: Appx 97, Ops Log, 289 Jul 14, Serial 22; and
EA?.' H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde, July 1944: Appx 9, Zvents Log, 29 Jul
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: REPORT NO. 162  by_ s tority: DHD 39

HISTORICAL SECTION pDere for DHist NDHQ
CANADIAN MILTTARY HEADQUARTE ~Hope
1. The following amendment to Report No, 162 is based on

research carricd out at the Archival Branch of the Historical
Section, Cabinet Office, London, by Major T.,M, Hunter, Canadian
Army Historical Liaison Officer., The object has been to provide
rather more detailed treatment of the operations of 7 Armd Div at
| Verridres on 25 Jul 44; consequently, the following account must

| be considered purely supplementary to the information already
j contained in Report No, 162

24 In Operation’ "SPRING", thc task of 7 Armd Div, under

J Maj-Gen G.W.E.J. Erskinc, C.B., D.S.0., was to "capture the high

ﬂ ground in square 0756 including LﬂrguichOn.@io) Wood 073578 and
exploit towards Cintheaux 0754" (W.D., G.S., H,Q, 7 Afmd Div, July
1944: 17 Armd Div Op Order No, 6: Operation “SPRING", 23 Jul 44),
In accomplishing this task the British formation was to pass through
2 Cdn Inf Div after that division had captured its second objectives
(Fontenay=-le=Marmion and Roquancourt), The weight of the British
attack was to be delivered to the wést of Vérrieres, between
Fontenay-le-Marmion and Roguancourt, (Ibid. Attached to this
nmegdment’ as Appendix VA", is a skeleton Order of Battlo for 7

Armd Div,

3 Within the division, the task initially allotted to 22
Armd Bde, under Brigadier W.R.N, Hinde, D.S,0., was to drive south
through the 2 Cdn Inf Div sector and to regch, by 0530 hours, "25
Jul, a line between May-sur-Orne and Verrieres, Subsequently, the
armourcd brigade was to prevent enemy counter-attacks daveloping
between Fontenay-le-Marmion and Roquancourt. While those objoctives
| were being captured by 2 Cdn Inf Div, 131 Inf Bde was to follow the
armour and, if necessary, was to send infantry to assist 22 .omd

. Bde in clearing the close country on the obiective. {7 Armd Div Op
Order No, 6: Operation "SPRING", 23 Jul 44

| L The Operation Order of 22 Armd Bde sub-allotted the task

I . of advancing to the line May-sur-Orne - Verricres to 1 R, Tks, under

; Lt-Col E.,H, Gibbon, D.S.0, This unit was to attack with 4 Sharp-~
shooters (in ops logs frequently 4 C.L.Y.) protecting the right
flank and with 5 R. Tks proparcd to pass through and oxploit towards
Cinthcaux (W,D., H,Q. 22 Armd Bde, July 1944: 22 Armd Bde 0,0, No,
4, 24 Jul 44), LAs montionod clsowherc, tho mailn assault was to

A begin at 0330 hours, 25 Jul 44, (Rgport No, 162, para 143)

Se A subscquent apprcciation by the Infielligcnce Staff of
7 Armd Div indicated that, beforc the battle, tho cnemy had had
plenty of time to prepare for thc attack and his iafantry had been
supported by dug-in tanks and anti-tank guns (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 7
Armd Div: 7 Armd Div Intelligonce -Summary No, 45 of 25 &ul 44),
Identifications obtained during the battle established that both
980 and 982 Gr Regt of 272 Inf Div werc in the arca of May-sur-Ornc
(Ivid, This Division was afterwards déstroyed at Falaise: Order of
Battle of the German A/ ¢t March 1945, as 1ssued by Military |
ITntelllgonce Division, %ar Department, Washington), South of -
Verridres, 1 Bn 2 Pz Gr Regt was identificd during the attack, (7
Armd Div Intelligence Summary No, 45 of 25 Jul 44, 2 Pz Gr Regt
belonged to 2 Pz Div: Order of Battlec of the Germen Armg, p. 286).
Afterwards, it was also apparent that 9 S.S5, Pz Div sen ongagod
in the fighting on the front of 7 irmd Div; British Intelligence
reported that "agbout 50 tanks were scon on the divisional front:

30 in the Veorriércs arca and smaller groups on either side,"

(7 Armd Div Intclligonco Summary No, 46 of 26 Jul 44)

£




6., When Oporation "SPRING" began, early roports indicated
that 4 Cdn Inf Bdc had succeeded in capturing Verridres. The War
Diary of H.Q. 22 Armd Bde actually reccords that Verribres was
"reported clear” by 0330 hours, 25 Jul 44; but this roport is
obviously inaceurate, since it appears that the Canadian attack
was not launched until 0410 hours, (Report No, 1625 para 153),

A more reliable entry, in the wirelcss log of H.Q. 7 iArmd Div
(apparently originating with 11 H,, which provided liaison channels
with the Canadians), reported that R.H.L.I. were in ~Verridres -
at 0505 hours and that they were "encountering heavy mortar fire.,"
(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 7 Armd Div, July 1944: Wiroless Log, 25 Jul 44)

7. Meanwhile, by 0430 hours, 1 R, Tke had moved to the
vicinity of Point 72, on the ridge in squares 0361 and 0461, and
some 1500 yards north-west of Verricres, (W.D., 1 R, Tks, 24

Jul 44, Note: the cntries in this diary for 24 Jul 44 obviously
refer to 25 Jul 44; see also Report No, 162, para 154), The unit
reported that "very strong opposition" had stovpsd the Canadian
advance and that "no further progress" was being made (Ibid).

8, As the morning wore on, the enemy's resistance continue
to stiffen and his tanks were reported in action south of Vorritres
the village, itself, was heavily mined (W.D., G.S., H.Q, 7 irmd
Div, July 1944: Wireless Log; W.D., H.Q. 22 immd Bde, 25 Jul 44),
By 0920 hours, 1 R. Tks were thrusting forward to the right (west)
of Verridres, with their own right flank supported by 4 Sharp-
shooters (W.ﬁ. H.Q, 22 Aymd Bde, 25 Jul 44?. The resulting
situation, at 1000 hours, is recordod in the War Diary of 1 R. Tks
as follows: ~

Two tps of C Sqn were pushed forward to the West of
Verrieres, in which Cdn tps were meeting stiff opposition
It was found that there was a strong enemy A/T position
immediately N of Rocquancourt and that any attempt to
advance furthor S was met by accurate A,P. fire, Enemy
mortaring of Verrieres was very heavy, and also the ridge
on which the remainder of the tanks were sitting, was i
shelled very hsavily by mortarg and Nebelwerfers all day,

(W.D., 1 R, Tks, 24 (sic) Jul 44)

9 There appears to be littlec doubt that the unfortunate
development on the extreme western flank of 4 Cdn Inf Bde, which
culminated in the disastrous attack by R.H.C, at 0930 hours, had
stron% ropercussions on the tactical situation at Verriercs (Report
No, 162, para 155, and Report No, 150). The confusion which
ensued, as a result of the heavy fighting in the 5 Cdn Inf Bde
sector, was reflectéd in contradictory messages contained in the
wireless log of H.Q. 7 Armd Div, At 1119 hours, a message from
divisional headquarters to 22 Armd Bde advised: "May-sur-Orne
firm and moving on"; ‘three minutes later a message received at
the same headquarters, through the liaison channel with 5 Cdn Inf
Bde, reported that the situation in May-sur-Orne was "obscure®,
(WeDe, GoSe, HeQ. 7 Armd Div, July 1944: Wireless Log)

10. At 1300 hours, G.0.C. 2 Cdn Corps visited H,Q. 22 Armd
Bde and the diary of the latter formation records the following
decision: "Pilly (Tilly-la-Campagng] must be held and May-sur-Orne,
Then armour passed through." Unfortunately, neither of these
villoges were éffectively occupied by our troops. (Report No.

162, paras 150, 156)

11, Extracts from the 7 Armd Div Wireless Log throw but
1ittle light on the question of the oécupancy of May-sur-Orne (H.S
2458B7,018 (D1), C.A.H.L,0, Memorandum, 8 Dec 47). A message from



]1

22 Armd Bdo (apparently at 1248 hrs) read:

Heard so many conflicting roports about GOBBO (MAY SUR
ORNE) have looked into thc matter and find it is strong-
ly held just to the SOUTH."

(W.D., G.,S., H.Q. 7 Armd Div, July, 1944:
Wireloss Log, 25 Jul 44)

The inference appears to be that it was the cneny who was strongly
holding the town at this time, and this is supported by a further
message from the Armd Bde at i557 hrs:

1l H say MLY SUR ORNE now in hands of eneny,
(Ibid)
Five minutes later the same formation signalled:

10 reports eneny firm in MAY SUR ORNE after chaps mortare
and withdrawn,

(Ibid)

12. By 1400 hours, it had become apparent that the positin
of "C" Sgqn, 1 R. Tks, in Verridres was "unténable, as they were
sustaining fairly heavy casualties." (W.,D., 1 R, Tks, 24 (sic) Jul
44), Accordingly, this squadron was withdrawn (Ibid). Thereafter,
at 1540 hours, a squadron of 5 R. Tks was ordered to supdbort the
Canadians at Tilly-la-Campagne. (W.D., H,Q, 22 4rmd Bde, 25 Jul 44

13, _ Reference to this supporting action is contained in an
entry in the War Diary of 5 R, Tks:

Bde noved in support in area IFs 0463, The Bde was "two
up" with the Regt in reserve behind 1 R Tks, 4 CLY, No
progress was made and positions were prepared against wha
socmed a very probable counter attack,

(W.D., 5 R, Tks, 25 Jul 44)

14, - The battle continuod throughout the afternoon of 25 Ju
until, at a time variously reported as 1700 hours, 1715 hours and
1725 hours, the enemy made a determined counter-attack at Verridres
with tanks ané infantry. (The sources for the timing of the counte:
attack are, respcctively: Ww.D., H.Q, 22 irmd Bde, 25 Jul 44; W,D,
G¢Ss, H.Q., 7 Armd Div, July 1944: Wireless Log; and, on the same
diary, 7 Amd Div Intelligence Summary No., 45 of 25 Jul 44). A
divisional Intelligence report described the resulting situetion as
follows: :

At 1725 hrs 12 tks wore roported by AOP south of Verriere
behind a smoke screen, proparing to countor-attack, and a
Panther had appeared NW of Verricres. One tk and a SP gu
were brewed up when tks attacked west of this place. Six
tks bchind Tigers were NE of Verridres, hull down on the
ridge, and 4 tks on the Falaise road East of the same
village, The position at Verrieres in fact was unplcacan
and there was a great deal of confusion as to who was in
May to the West. There were reported to be between 20 a:r
30 tks operating between Rocquancourt and Tilly, and we
shared the latter village with the enemy.

(7 Arnd Div Intelligonce Summary No., 45 of
25 Jul 44)



|

29" The diary of H.Q. 22 irmd Bde states that, at 1700
hours, 1 R, Tks sent a squadron to the assistance of our troops

in Verrieres, Curiously enough, theré¢ is no mention of this
development in the unit's dicry which, after rccording that WCW
Sqn was withdrawn at 1400 hours (supra, para 11), nerely adds:
"During the afternoon thc cnemy was observed forming up for countea
attack, but valuablec supgort fron R.P. Typhoons broke these up"

(W.D., 1 R, Tks, 24 (sic) Jul 44). Howover, therc soems to be no
doubt that both 1 R, Tks and 5 R, Tks gave effoctive support in
repelling the eneny's attack, LAt 1810 hours, 1 R, Tks were reportc
to be "having a sticky party", with several casualties (W.D., H.Q.
¢2 Armd Bde, 25 Jul 44). Ton nminutes later, the following nessag.
was despatched from H,Q. 7 Armd Div to H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Div: J
"Elements of 1 R, Tks and 5 R, Tks giving assistance at Verrieres"
(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 7 Armd Div, July 1944: Wireless Log),

16. For an hour or norc the wireless log of the armoured

- division registered reports of encny afnoured action in the vicinit

of Verricres. Those are cited in full,
Div Message to "All"™ of 1722:

Reported 12 eneny FF? SOUTH behind smoke screen 05257

(1&1))., GeSeyH.Q. 7 Armd Div Ops Log, 25 Jul

1730 - fron 18E [L.0. with 4 Cdn Inf Bde] :
12 tks counber~attacking NPS (R Regt C).
(Ibid)
1730 - from 22 Arnd Bde:

MFP (4 CLY) being attacked fron the SOUTH by tks -
one brewed up, TVD (5 RH.) engaged inf 062595.

(Ibid)
1745 hr - from 18F [L.0. with 5 Can Inf Bdg :
Enemy SP gun reported 033593,
(pta)
1748 hr - from 18¢ [L.0., with 3 Cdn Inf Div] :

Posn in TILLY still tle same, BBH (NNSH) reported
activity in VERRILRES,

(Ibid)
1800 hr - from 18E [suprd]

RXN (RHLI) have just reported that 8 enemy tks
penetrated their fwd and right posns.

(Ibid)
1804 hr - fronm 18E:
VERRIERES posn., Friends say that NSP (R Regt C)
asks for support., There are 400 inf SOUTH of
VERRIERES,

(Ibid)



1821 hr - from 18E:

NSP (R Regt C) reports tks moving around to left flan
i.e. those attacking them,

(Ibid)

17 The weight of the attack appeared to be coming from th
east and south east; a message of 1905 hours indicated that the
British formation was "in close touch with friends at Verridres"
and added: "GWS [ode sign for 1 R, Tks) giving all assistance the
can to the East of that town" (Ibid). At 1917 hrs the 7 Armd Div
G2 reported a most favourable picsurc:

1l R Tks trying to get fwd. 4 CLY very good at Pt 72.
TILLY - Sqn got there and in touch., 22 Armd Bde 1/5
Queens at Pt 72 a..d one ban in area IFS and square SW.
Battle died down. Typhoons good too and no unfortunate
accidents. Very successiul,

(Ibid)

18, It will be recalled that plans were made for a new
assault on Roquancourt by 4 Cdn Inf Bde during the evening of 25
Jul; bup the force and determination of the enemy's counter-attack:
at Verrieres disrupted these plans (Report No. 162, paras 157, 158)
Subsequently, British Intelligence was of the opinion that the
enemy's counter-attacks were made by "a fresh lot of tanks" most

of wiiich were either "Panthers" or "“Tigers® (7 Armd Div Intelligenc
Summary No, 46 of 26 Jul 44),

19, By last light, on 25 il 4, the enemy's countoer-attacks
had been repulsed; 1 R, Tks were then reported to be at Troteval
Farm, with 1/5 Queens at Beauvoir Farm and 5 R. Tks further north
in square 0462, (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 7 Armd Div, July 1944: sitrep
of 260030 B, But W,D., H.Q. 22 irmd 3Bde gives thée following
locations for units: 1 R, Tks - M,R.052618; 5 R. Tks = 035634;

4 Sharpshooters - 044617). At 2300 hours, the tanks of 1 R, Tks
leaguered at M,R,050617; an cntry in the unit diary states that:
"The night passed fairly quietly, though enemy tanks were in
Verridres during the night they went avay agnin without fighting"
(W,D., 1 R, Tks, 24 (sic) Jul 44), A late mossage from 22 Armd Bde
to their L,O, with 4 Cdn Inf Bde, revorted at 2315 hrs:

Ioon GWS (1 R Tks) 092612, [More probably 052618 After
counter-attack East of VERRIERES occupied, AP fram Tks
and SP guns, Hy shelling on 0462,

(w.?.,casa H.Q. 7 Armd Div Ops Log, 25 Jul
44

20, ~ On the following morning, the “tanks moved out to thei:
positions on the ﬁ?'erri‘eres'a ridese"™ where they remained until 1 R,
Tks were relieved by 5 R. T ks, scuadron by squadron’ (Ibid). The
relief had been completed by 1300 hours, 26 Jul, and, within the
next hour and a half, 5 R, Tks sent %two troops to Verriéres in
support of 4 Cdn Inf Bde (W,D,, H.Q. 22 Armd Bde, 26 Jul 44),
However, by 1800 hours, 131 Inf Bde had relicved 22 Armd Bde (Ibid)

21, The significance of thé struggle at Verriéres has beer
considered in para 165 of Report No, 162, 7 Armd Div and, more
particularly, 22 Armd Bde, had made an important contribufion to
the limited success which had been achieved in this phase of
Operation "SPRING",., At the end of the fighting oa 25 Jul, it was
estimated that, in this sector, the onemy had lost 12 tanks and

13 unspecified armourcd fighting vehicles, including self-propelled
guns; of these totdls the R.A.F, wc”e credited with the destructiol
of half (W.,D., G.S., H.Q, 7 Armd Div, July 1944: sitrep of 260030
B). When the divisional elaims worc revised, on 27 Jul, the



following German equipments worc listed as boing destroyed: one
Mark VI tank, one Mark V tank, four Mark IV tanks, five self-
propelled guns and one 88-mm gun, (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 7 Amd Div, "
July 1944: 17 Armd Div Intelligence Summary No, 47 of 27 Jul 44),
1l R, Tks claimed four enomy Mark IV tanks and one anti-tank gun,
The severity of the fighting was roflocted in the British tank
losses, which were reported as follows: "1 R, Tks =~ 143 5 R, Tks -
one; 4 C,L,Y, - four, (W,D., G.S., H.Q, 7 Armd Div, July 1944:
sitrep of 260030 B).

22, Looking at Opcration "SPRING", as a whole, it secems
certain that the intervention of 7 Armd Div at Verribres on 25 Jul
44 was an important factor in the capture of the commanding ground
in that area, Tho effective use of British ammour on this
occasion -~ together with valuable support from the air - enabled

4 Cdn Inf Bde to cling to ground which had a vital influence on
subsecquent operations. (Rcport No. 162, para 165)

/ // ik tson /- B
r

oV (Cc. P, Stacey) Colonel
Director Historical Section



APPENDIX A"

Skeleton Order of Battle for 7 Armd Div,
25 Jul 44,

22 Armd Bde

Onc sqn 11 H

1l R Tks

5 R Tks

4 CLY

5 RHA :

260 Bty 65 A Tk Regt

gngan' 1 Bty 15 LAA Regt

1/5 Queens (for initial stages)
and elts,

131 Inf Bde

8 H

1/6 'Queens

1/7 Queens

3 Indep MG Coy NF

65 A Tk Regt less 260 Bty
One Tp 42 Bty 15 LAA Regt
One sqn 141 RAC

and elts,

Note: Unit abbreviations as given in Appendix “B" to 7 Armd
Div Op Order No, 6: Operation "SPRING", 23 Jul 44,
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2_CDN_INF DIV
4 Cdn Inf Ble

3 CDN INF DIV
8 Cdn Inf Bde

APPENDIX "A-3"

THE THREAT TO FALAISE
(OPERATION "ATLANTIC")

ORDER OF BATTIE

-

With under Command

8 Cdn Recce Reest (14 H)

With in Suvport

10 Cén Armd Repgt (Fort Garry's)
Hg Mortar Coy Tor Scot R, (M.G,)
13 Cdn A. Tk Bty

108 Cdn A, Tk Bty

5 Cdn Inf Bde
With under Command

One Sgqn 27 Cdn Armd Regt (Sher Fus R,)
20 Cdn A, Tk Bty

With in Support

4 Cén Fd Rert

5 Cdn Fd Regt

6 CAn Fd Regt

One Coy Tor Scot R, (M.C,)
2 Cdn Fd Coy

7 Cén Fd Coy

11 Cdn Fd Coy

1 Cdn Fd Pk Coy

(w.D., G,S,, H,Q, 2 Cén Inf Div,

July 1944: Aopx 23, Order of
Battle, 18 Jul?

ce 2

One P1 C.H, of 0, (M,G,)

With in Suvnport

6 Cdn Armd Repgt (1 H,) less two Sgns
Div Artillery
One Pl 16 Cdn Fd Coy

9 Cdn Inf Bde
With in Suvvort

One Sqn 27 Cdn Armd Regt (Sher Fus R.)
One Sgn 6 Cdn Armd Regt (1 H,)



Cdn Inf Bde

dn A, Tk Regt

7
g Cdn Recce Regt (17 D.Y.R.C.H. )
C
C.H. of 0, (M. G ) less 'D!' Coy anﬂ ‘one P1

(¥.D., G.8.,, H.Q, 2 Cdn Inf Div, July
1944: Appx L, Op Order No. 5)
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