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Canadisn Perticipstion in the Defence
of Hong Keng, Decembter, 1941 el

Thig report deals with the organization and despatch of a Oanadien *
L Expediticnary Force to Hong Fong in October 1941, and the Force's subsequent - i
| operations during the siege of that Island by ths Japenese. In the compilation

of the report Conadian sources of informastion have been supplemented by official
British reports.

" e ‘The record of the authorization, orgenization and despatch of the’
Force has been drewn. from Headguarter IMles at the Depertment of Netional Defence,

Ottawa. The account of the operntions of the Cansdian Forces at Hong Kong is

based primerily upon detailed reports compiled by the component units of the

1' Force, and now in the files of the Historical Section at Ottawa. Particularly

valuable are those of the two infantry battalions, prepared in Japanese Frisoner
- of War Cemps by the Officers Commanding and other surviving officers of the

units, Their nar:utives Jhave been supplemented by personal interviews after -their
return to Canada, These Cansdian sources have been examined against the back-
ground of reports submitted by G.0.C. British Troops in China, snd the Brigade
Commander under whom one of the Cansdian battalions served (Operag;ons at Hong
FKong 8-25 Dec 1941, Despatch by laj. Gen. C.M. Maltby, M.C.; Har Diary and
Narrative, Kainland Infentry Bripgede ond Attached Troops, Brig. C. Wallisj end

War Disry and Narrvative, Xest Infantry Brigade and Attached Troops, Brig. C.
wallis),

B - | _

C/ANADA'S DECISION TO SEND 4 PORCE TO HONG KONG

3e The first proposal towards Canadian participation in the garrisoning
of Hong Kong was sent to the Secrétary of State for dxternsl Affairs, Canada,
by the Secretary of otate for Domirnion Affairs, in London, on 19 Sep 41. In
this despatch the Canadien Goveornment was infbrmed of tha army garrison of four
infantry battalions then maintained ip this distant Crown Colony znd of the
approved policy "thet Hong Kong should be regarded as en cutpost and held as
long as possible in the event of war in the Fer HEanst," The situation in the
Far East was considered to have changed. British defence in Malaya had been
improved end there had been "signs of a certain weakening in the Japanese
attitude towards us (Britain) and the United States". Canzda was asked to pro-
vide "one or two Canadien battalions" on the grounds that "it would increase’
strength of garrison out of all prororticn to sctual numbers involved, and it
would provide & strong stimmlus to garrison and Colony; 4t would further have
a very great military effect on the whole of the Fer Esst and would reassure
Chicnglai Shek-as to the reality of the. intention of holding the Island"

(3/Can Ops 03/1, Tel 162 Dominions Office to the Government of Canada. See Appx "A"),

| 4, The reguest of the War Office for the reinforcement of the garrison
of Hong Kong by Canrdisn infantry battalions was comsidered by the War Committee
of the Cabinct on 23 Sep 41, It was decided to defer the decision until thers
had been en opportunity for en exeminafion by the General Staff of the implica-
tions involved in this sugzestion and until the views of the linister of
National Defence could be obtained (HQsS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, C.G.3. to D.M.0. & I,

26 Sep 41). The proposal was reviewed by the Chief of the Goneral Staff,
¥ajor-Generel H.D.G, Crerar in & memorendunm to the Minister on 24 Sep 41,
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end approved on that date by Hon. C.G. Power, in the absence of Colonel Relston
Minister of Nutional Defence (HQS 20-1~20 Vol, 1, C.G.S. to Minister, 24 Sep 415
On' 29 Ser 41 the Secretary of State for External Affzirs replied to the Jgceretary
of State for Dominion Affsirs, "Cancdian Government agree in principle to send
two battslions to strengthen Hong Kong gerrison and will be glad to consider
propossd arrsngements for their despatch.™ (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel 199, Zxternal
Affairs to Dominion Affairs, 29 Sep 49)s

¥ Expressing gratification ot Csnada's willingness to provide the re-
quested force the British Government telegrsrhed on 1 Oct 41:-

His Mejesty's Covernment in the United Kingdom

. ere most grateful to His Masjosty's Government '/
in Canads for their reudy egreement in prineirle
of reinforcement of Hong Kong garrison. Further
commnicstions will be sent a3 soon a3 possible
as regards propesed time and detailed arrenge-
ments for despatoh.

(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel 171, Dominion
Affsirs to External Arfaira 1 Oct 41)

4 week later a note of urgency was sounded in the United Kingdom's rsquest "that

under 211 circumatances it would be most desirable if the two Canadian battalions

could be despatched at a very early dste"., (HQS 20-1-20 Vol 1, Tel 176, Dominion
Affairs to External Affairs, 9 Oct 41) :

6 The factors which influenced the decisions of the War Committee of
the Cabinet and the Cansdian CGenernl otalf were described during the subseguent
imquiry by a Roysl Cohmission (Rt. Hon. sSir Lymen P, Duff, G.C.M.G., Report on
the Canadisn lixpeditionary Torce to the Crown Colony of Hq_g_Kbng, pp 15 to 186).
There was primarily a deep sense of the obligations of Caneda in relation to the
common ‘ceuse. Australia had fought in Libya, NWew Zeslsnders in Crete, South
Africans in Abyssinia, "Here were our pertners in a great enterprise in the war
saying: 'If you have any men to sparec we would be glad to have them'" (Hon,
C.C. Power, Associste Minister of National Defence). "I do not think it was
thinkable for this country to send a negative answer to the request of the
United Kingdom® (Hon., A.L. Macdonald, Minister of National Defence for Naval
Servicea). This wes the ovidence givan before the Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into the organization, suthorization and despateh of the Canzdian Force
to Hong Kong., In referring to the British request the Minister of National
Deren06 Colorel J.L. Ralston, stated:-

I had at the end of the consideration of the
telegram this in mind, that the furnishing of
onc or two battalions would =dd a great deal
more than a force of that size would usuelly
do. It seecmed to me from what I lknew generally
that sbove &1l necds we noeded time and I had
very definitely in my mind, rightly or wrongly,
that if Japan did come into the war, the
United States would be in, toos end I had it
definitely ir my mind that the United States
were not too ready to come in, and anything
that would either defer or deter Japan from
coming in would be hiphly desirable from our
point of view... It seemed t& me that we had
( an opportunity to meke a contribution, perhaps
= not large in numbers but cortainly effective
in its results, which we should not disregard,

(Ibid, p. 15)

-

7. 'That the reinforcement of the Hong Kong zarrison by two Cancdian
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battalions was an undertaking éonsidered justifiadle on strlatly'mdlitary
groundﬂ appears in the evidence of the C.G.S. (Genersl H.D.G. Crerar):-
. So far as general military situation at
Hong Kong and prospective problem of its
defence sgzinst sttack were concerned, I
-hed had long discussions in Ottawa, in
" " July end August, 1941, with Major-General
Grasett, who was passing through Canads
on returning to the United Kingdom and who,
until that time, had been Comuander-in-Chief,
China Command (Hong Kong). Major-General
Grasett had filled the -appointment of
Commander-in-Chief =t Hong Kong for some
two years, and until his departure for the
United Kingdom had been responsible for the
: organization of the defences, In his verbal
a appreciation of the military situstion con- - \
- fronting the Hong Komg garrison in . the. svent
of war with Japan, Major-Gencrsl Grasett
informed me during our conversation that the
addition of two or more battalions to the
forces then et Hong Konfg would rendér the
garrison strong enough to withstend for an
extensive period of siege an attack by such
forces as' the Japanese could bring to bear
aga inst it.
(Inid, p. 14) oA

ORGANIZATION OF THE FORCE

8, Once agreement in principle had been reached betwesn the two
governments, discussion of the necessary details regarding movement of the
Cancdian troops proceeded at a military level, Canadian Militery Headguartex.
in kondon acted as intermedi=zry between the War Office and the Department of
Netional Defence in Ottewa (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel GS 2129, Canmilitry to
Defensor, 9 Oct 41). A tentative ssiling date towards the ed of October was
set, and scsles of equipment and transrort for the £xpeditionery Force were:
mutually sgreed upon (Ibid and HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel GS 0672, Defensor to
Canmilitry, 10 Oct 41),

9, When it came to the selection of two battalions to send to Hong
Kong, the C.G.3. submitted a memorandum to the Minister recommending the Roya'
Rifles of Canasda and the Winnipeg Grenadiers. ‘Apart from reviewing such con-
siderations as the state of training of avsileble units and the undesirability
of disrupting the formetions of 4 and 6 Cdn Divs in Canada or of the other
divisions then in Epgland, General Crerar geve due weight to previous experie-ce
of the two units recommenﬁed in garrison duty (HQS 20—1-20 Vol. 1, C.G.S. to
Minister,.30 3ep 41).

10, R.R.C. had just returned from Newfoundland and Wpg Gren from
Jamaica, "The duties which they there carried out were not in many respects
unlike the task which swaits the units to be sent to Hong Kong. The experisence
they, have had will therefore beé of no smell velue to thom in their new role.
Both are units of proven efficiency"., It wes further considered thet to allot
these two battslions indefinitely to s home defence role following a period of
"semi-overseas" responsibility, would hsve an sdverse effect upon their morale.
Another main factor was that of proper territorizl representation: "I consider
it most desireble that one unit should come from Western Canada and the other
from Eastern Caneda,” 4t the same tiwe, as one unit was from Quebec and the
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latter from'ﬂinnipeg, both English and French-apeaking elements of Consda would
have equal representation, The Minister of Nationsl Defence approved, 9 Oct 41,
the selection of the units recommended (Ibid).

L]
11, On 9 Oct, the first of a series of meefings was held at D.N.D. to
deal with administrative arrangements in regard to the despatch of the two
battalions (HQS 20-1-20 Vol. 1, Minutes of Meeting of Directorates, D.N.D.,

9 Oct 41)., On the same day Warning Ordera were sent to R.R.C. and Wpg Cren,
1n3truct1ng them to be ready to move from 0900 hcurs 23 and 25 Oct respectively,
"to carry out duties in semi-tropical climste" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel G3 0666,
C.G.3. to M.D. 4, and Tel G.S, 0667, C.G.5. to M.D. 10, 9 Oct 41). wpg Gren
were  then atationed at Winnipeg and were to remain there until procceding to
Varncouver for embsrkstion. R.R.C., on Coast Defence duties at Scint John, ¥.BE.,
were to move to thcartier for outfitting prior to daspctch (hﬁating of Direc-
torates, op ¢it).’ !

125 On 11 Cct 41 a further reguest was received from the War Office for
Cenada to include in her Expeditionary Force a Brigede Hezdquarters and cextain
specielists, C.M.H.Q. telegraphed D.N.D. a8 follows: '

On recommendation G.0.C. Hong Kong Troopers now
would be very grateful if Cansda could supply in
addition to two bns following personnel. Bds

HeQ., - Bde Commander 1, Bde Yajor 1, Staff Cant

1, Clerks, - Steff Sgt 1, Other Ranks 3. R.C.&.5.C.
Supply -,S5gts 2, Issuers 2, M.T. Workshop-Cfficer

1, Staff Sgt 1, Electricisns 2, Fitters €, R.C.0.C., -
Clerks 4, Storemen 4, R.C. Signals, - Cfficer 1,
Operators 10, Line Operators 9, Operators Jwitch- :
board 3, Dispetch Riders 6, Linecsmen 4, R.C.A.H.C,, -
Medical Officers 2, Nursing Sisters 2., R.C.A.F.C., -
Officer 1, Clerks O.R. 4., Provost, - o¢t 1, Cpl 1,
O.R. 6,

Details of weapons, smmnition, transport and
clothing follows.

If Cagzda cantot find any of above personnel War
Officeé will find them. If Cansds cannot find eny
of the above by time-of sailing despatch twoc bns
should not, repeat not, be delayed on:that account.

(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel GS 2152,
Cennilitry to Defenaor 11 Oct 41) \

135 The request from the War Office for a brigade headquarters from
Canada found a ready response., The eprointment of Colonel J.K. Lawson,
Direetor of Military Training at D.!'.D., as Commznder of the Canadian Force in
the rarnk of Brigedier wes spproved thet day (11 Get), In addition, it was
decided that Colonel ¥. Hennessy, D.3.0., M.C., Director of Crgunization at
D.N.D., should be apvointed Officer in Charge of Administrstion under the
Brigsde Commander (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, C.G.J. to Minister, 11 Oct 41)., The
eppointment of a Senior Administrative Officer was decmed necessary to free
the Brigede Commander of all zdministrative deteils reculisr to e detsched
Cznedian force of the nature contemplated (HJ5 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel GD 1514,
Defensor to Canmilitry, 11 Cet 41), The appointment of Brigude Major wss
filled by Major C.A. Lyndon, R.C.A.C., ep4 that’of Staff Csptain by Captain
H-.F&- B‘uBh h c..':.a JQ‘C. )

14, On 15 Oct 41 a special War Estsblishment, Cdn IV71940/175/1 vas
promlgated for a brigade headquarters .(see Arpx ”B"). It provided for a tot~l
of 16 officers and 83 other ranks., This number included, in addition to
perscnnel requested by the War Office, the Sernior Admzniatrativs Cfficer abovc
referred: to, two Dental Officers and their assistants, three Charlains (two of
whom were attuched to the infantry battslions) and o detachment of the Canadisn
Postal Corps (HQS 20-2-20, Hemdquairters Force “C", War Esteblishment, 15 Oct 41).
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15, The designaticn "*'C' Force" w:s allctted by D.N.D. to the Canadian
troops ebout to be despatched to-Hong Kong (Miceting of Directorstes; op cit).

For reasons of* security in communiections the Inter-Service Security Board in

London allotted the eode neme "Orinocc™ to thc Cansdien Force (HQS 20—1-30

* Vol. 1, Tel GS 2180, Canmilitry to Defensor, 14 Oct 41),

16. The compesition of "C" Force remeined at s brigade hesdsuarters
with details, and two infantry battalions, cnd it was at this strength that
the Foree thot left was eventuslly despatched. It is of interest to nots,
however, thoet & few days befcre the outbresk of hostilities st Hong XKong a

sugwestion that further Cancdian comndtmcnts for the Far Eost might be raquired
came from C.kM.He3s !

* For personel informotion C.G.S. Troopéra state
Chiefs ‘of Staff Committse has rcecommended in-
g crense Orinoce to Brigode Group by despateh
] from Car~da of additicnal infentry battalion end
sncillery troops. Dominion Affeirs has been
asked  to approuch Czncds through dirlonatic
channels,

(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Tel GS 3743,
Canuilitry to Defenaor 4 Dec 41)

There is no evidence to show that such 2 reguest was made to External Affairs
(HQC 5393-13, Under Secretary of State for Externel Affairs to D.l. Army,

16 Feb 46), and on 12 Dec C.M.H.Q. nctified D.N.D. thet the War Office proposel
wss not being proceeded with (HQS 20-1-20 Vol. 2, Tel Go 2849, Oanmilitry to
Defensor ).

17. The message from the War Office transmitted to D.N.D. on 9 Oct 41

had 3uggested "odministrstion of Force would be done by British esdministrotive:
units now in Hong Kong" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel G 2129, Canmilitry to

Defensor, 9 Oct 41), This suggestion met uith Canpdian concurrence ns it was
oonaidared that tc set up ar independent cheannel of maintenance for the small
force from Cansda would prove difficult and unnecegsery. The general considera-
tions in this respect wsre set down by the C.Cede in o memorendum to the Minister:

It seems probable thot snilings from
Cansdiasn ports to Hong Kong mey be both
‘ “irregular and infrequernts The length of
time to delivor a shipment would never be
less than & month ond might be three months
or more. The quantities of eguipment, etec.,
required will noruelly be small.

' On ‘the other hand, Hong Xong may be re=
garded o8 an outpost of the mein British
post at Singapore, and the British must
have ar estzblished L. cf C, through Singa-
pore te India and elsewhere.

¥ie mist, cf ccurie, maintein the force
ir men, TUnits hz=ve thsir "first reirforce-
ments™ with them and unless they suffer
heevy casuslties, the maintenonce of their
atrength will rgquir~ nmerely the occzsional
\ deapatch, psrheps two or three times s yesr
as a:iliﬁgs pernit, of drafts to restors
rormal westzge. Should war ensue in the
Pacific, the pcssibility of sven this mmuch
will depend cn the novoal aitusticr In the
Heng Kong area.
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Therefore, I reccmrend that we do not
underteake maintanrnc; of Forcc "C" from
Canads except in men.

If you approve, I will instruct C.li.H.y.
80 88 tc advise the War Cffice.

Ministerial appfoval wes giver 31 Oct 41, (HQS 20-1-2Q Vol 3, C.G.S. tow
Minister, 29 Oct 41) :

is. Regarding the mediczl eategory to be despatched, both in the
original force eand later if reinforcements were sont, C,k,H.Q. advised Cttawa
that: ’ - '

Troopers stzte medicdal category for
‘speraonnel infentry bstteliors Hong Keng x ’
down to and including British cstegory
_B7. This category equels Canadian C2.
(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel G5 2143,
Canmilitry to Defenszor, 10 Oct 41)

"This statement of acceprtsble medical catuEDriB” from the Wsr Office," notes
3ir Lymen Duff, "is not without significance as indicsting the view of the :
War Office as to the nature ¢f the task that was being undertsken. The state-
mert points to an expectstion at the War Office thet the Canadian reinforce-
ments would be employed in garrison duties" - (Duff Repert, r. 35). It isa
matter cf further import, in the light of tho exacting phyaical cenditicns
under which personnel of “C" Force were later held by the Japanese as prisonera
of war, to notc that the mediczl category established fpr the Force at D.N.D.
did not descend to the minimum irdiested above, It was decided th#t' ™units
proceading with "C" Force sheuld be considered as Infentry Garrison Battaliona
within the meaning of Routine Order No, 1550, and should, therefore, include
Categeries 41, A2, and B1" (HQ3 20-1-20 Veol, 1, D.N.O, & I, to D of Org,
10 Oct 41), The provision of reinfcrcements for Force "C" to replace estimated
easualties wes under consideration at D.N.D., when the sudden cutting off of
Hong Kong end its subsequent fall put an end tc the matter:(HQS 20-6-20,
Reinforcements snd Recruitinz "C" Force, folios 1-13),

19. With the realizaticn that Cansdian troops stationed at Hong Xong
would be served only over & long, Slow snd vulnerzble route with supplies, it
became obvionsly a matter of gcod peliey to send them forward as well armed,
equipped and suprlied e8 possible, Lyery cndcavour was made by D.N.D. to mc\t,'
a8 a mininum, the scsles recommendcd by the War Office in such matters. The
British suthorities egreed. te arrange for the provisicn of such stores and
equipment as were not available in Cansda (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel Gs 2161,
Canmilitry to Defensor, 11 Oct 41). The complste Seale of general ordnance
stores requested by tha War -Office wes provided by D.N.D. (bedsteads bolsters
and mattresses were to be purchssed in Hong Kong) (HGS 20-1-20 Vol, 1,

Tel GoD 1542, Defensor to Canmilitry, 14 Oct 41). The only Canadisn deficiéncy
in technical stores was in Boys Anti-Tenk Rifles and ammunition for 2" and 3"
morters end fer Signel Pistols., These reguirements the War Office agreed to
suprly et Hong Kong by releases from British sources (BQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1,

Tel G3 2208, Canmilitry to Defensor, 16 Oct 41), D.N.D, was sable to provide
all the mechaﬁical transport requasted with the sxception that 15-cwt trucks
were to be substituted for 18-cwt trucks (HGS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel GaD 1542,
Defensor to Cenmilitry, 14 Oct 41, See also para 42).

20, Upon receiving advice concerning the quentities ¢f equipment which
Canada proposed to ferward with "C" Forc: the War Office expressed its satisfac-
tion:

Wer Office has learnt with gratification the
quantities of equipment which will be tsken
by Canadisn units to Hong Kong,

(33 20-1-20 Vol.l, Tel GS 2208,
Canmilitry to Defensor, 16 Oct 41)
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21. Early in the negotiations between the Governments of the United
Kingdom and Canada’ for the desSpstch of Cansdian troops to Hong Kong the question
of financial respon3ibility was raised, The previous [ractice had been that
for any formations which Canada on her own initiative had amdertcken to raise,
train and despatch as a part of her contribution to the war effort she would
bear the whole cost, ouch wos the jarrengement in effect with respect to the
Cancdian Corps then in Great Britain, On certain occasions, however, when the
United Kingdom had requested thé provision by Cannda of special units, as in the
case of Canadian forestry units in Britzin, the United Kingdom had assumed part
of the expenses involved (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Financisl Superintendent to
4/Deputy Minister, Army, 8 Dec 41). At s mesting of the War Committee of the
Cabinet held on 15 Oct 41 "it was assumed that the financial conditions would
be on the same basis as in the case of the Canndion Corps" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol 2
Hon., J.L. Relston to Hon, J.L. Ilsley, 24 Dec 41), Canada thus undertock "to
assumé theé entire financial responsibility for the Canadian troops in Hong
¥ong" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Deputy Minister, /rmy to Under Secretaory of State
for Externel “Affeirs, 12 Jan 42). - &

28, With the pfoépect of a Cansdian Force serving-alongside a British
Force at Hong Kong, it became necesscry to define the powers of the Commander

Force. To that end a series of Orders-in-Council was approved and specific
instructions were issued by the C.G.S. to Brigadier Lawson. P.C, 8030, made
;under the Visiting Forces (British Comonwealth) Act, rrovided that the Canadian
Force would "serve together" with the forces of other parts of the Commonwealth
in Hong Kong (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, P.C. 8020, 17 Oct 41)., Fursusnt to this
order Brigadier Lawson wes authorized to plnce nC"* Force in combination with
His lajesty's Forces from the U.K. alrsady serving in Hong Hong (HQS 20-1-20

e Vol, 1, C.G.S. Instructions to Brigsdier J.K. Lewson, 20 Oct 41), To assist the
Force Commander in corrcetly executing the instrument necessapy for this pur-
pose, D.N.D., later transmitted to him, after his arrival in the colony, a text
of a revised Order of Detail,” This order was based on one recently issued by

L the Canadian Corps Commander in the United Kingdom (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2,

r Tel GS 317 Defensor to Orinoco, 23 Nov 41).

23, As it was the intention of the War Office to toke reeiprocal action
under the Visiting Forces sAct in respect of British Forces serving at Hong Fong
alongside the Canadians, the text of the new instrument to be exocuted by
Brigedier Lawson was transmitted to London (HQS 20-1-20, Vol, 2, Tel GS 0802
Defensor to-Canmilitry, 1 Dec 41), At that point a comsplleation came to light
when the War Office advised D.N.D., through C.M.H.Q. that Brigsdier Lewson
might be required to command Indian troops and that the Visiting Forces act did
not apply to the latter. Accordingly, the VWar Office sugzested that the most
simple and satiafactory solution would be o "grant of emergoncy commission in
United Kingdom Lend Forces to Lawson to give him the same powers of commend over
Indian troops as a United Kingiom dfficer" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Tel GS 2540,
Canmilitry to Defensor, 18 Nov 41). D.N.D., agreed to this step., On 10 Dec 41
advice was received i‘ror! the War Office that Brigodier Lawson had been granted
an emergency commission in the Gloucestershire Regiment, and that he would be
granted substentive rank of Brigadier in fortheoming War Office Orders

(HQS 20-1-30 Vol, 2, Tel G3 2184, Canmilitry to Defensor, 10 Dec 41).

24, While Cancda was teking measures to ragula’ta relations between her

militery forces in Hong Hong and other forces of His Mnjesty, a telegram

' arrived from the British Government suggesting that the G.0.C. British Troops
in China be appointed to command the combined forces (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1,
Tel 187 Domirion iPfairs .to Bxternal APfairs, 28.0ct 41). .It is of interest to
note that this was the first occasion whern the United Kingdom had asked thse
Canndian Government for such ‘concurrence, In previous instonces of Cansdien end
British troops serving in combination there had been a substantial disproportion

4 betwecn the size of the foreces involved, end it had been an implicit assumption
that the British-Commander,was to-be regerded es the commander of the combined
force, The present procedure wes regerded ns an act of courtesy on the pert of
the Goverzment of the United Kingdom (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Under Secrctury of
Stote for External Affairs to Associate Minister of Naticnal Defence, 30 Oct.41).
On 31 Oct 41 fxternal Affairs advised london that "this meets with the approval
of the Cansdion Government" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, 'External Affeirs to Dominion

of the Canadien Force and place that Force in proper relationship to the British .




Affairs 31 Oct 41).

25, P.Ga. 8021, 8022 and 8023 invested the €ommander of "C" Force with-
extensive powers which were deémed necessary by reason of the foctors of time
and’ distence that would separate Him from D.N.D. end from other Canadien forma-
tions, The first two of these orders deszlt with matters of discipline. They
enabled the Force Commander to perform certain functions under K.R. & 0. (Can),
and invested him with powers to convene Genersl and District Courts-kartial, as
well as providing for the confirmaticn of sentences imposed by such Courts

(HQS 20-1-20 Vo1, 1, P.Cs, 8021, 8022, 17 Oct 41), Under P.C. 8023 Brigadier

" Lawaon received. authority in the matter of writing off losses and the diapoanl

of claims’ (EQD 20-1-20 Vol,l, F.C. 8083, 17 Oct 41).

26, With regard to the disciplinery powers givdﬁ’£§7th§ Conmander of :
"C" Force it may be noted that the British sug estion that the G.0.C, China Com-
mand should conmand the combined forces nt Hong Kong (sec pard 24) was accom=-

_penied by a regquest that Cennda should "issue z Court-Martial Werrant to the

General Officer Commanding British Troops in China without further formelities"
(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, Tel 187 Dominion Affairs to fxternal Affairs 28 Oct 41),
Commenting on this requast the Under Secretary of State for External Affaoirs
advised the Associate Minister of National Defence as follows:

"The other point in the requeat made by the
Dominions Office with regard to Court-Martial
Warrant to the General Officer Commanding
British Troops in China is, of course, out’

. of the question, ~ The Government, by the
Order-in-Council which was made laat weak

- - Settled the question of policy involved by

providing for a Warrant to the Canadion
Commander, and it is elong the same general
lines which have been followed in every case
where substantial Canadian Forces were
involved.

(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, N.A. Robertson to
= Hon, C.G. Power, 30 Oct. 41)
Dominion Affairs was notified of the arrangements that had already been made
with respect to Courts-Martial, ‘ard ‘it was pointed out that such arrangements
had been proved to be satisfactory elsewhere (HRS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, External
Affairs to Dominion Affairs, 31 Oct 41).

27. The Conadian Force Commonder was given a direct charnel of communica-
tion to D,N.D. In his instructiocns Brigadiar Lowson was informed,
' |
You will keep conatantly 1n mind the fact .
. that you are responsible to the Canadian
Government for the Foroe under your command,
In consequence your chennel of authority and
commnication on all questions (except those -
concerning military operations referred to in
paragraph 6 of these instructions) including
matters of general policy as well as of
trensfers, exchaonges, recalls and reinforcemsnts,
will be direct to National Defence: Hbadquartera.

You will keep me constantly informed as to
your situﬂtion generally,

(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 1, C.G.S. Inatructicns
to Brigedier J.Ki I-mraon 20 Oct 41)




. ‘ DESPATCH OF "C" FORCE
28. It has been noted above (para 10) that the two infantry battalions

selected for "C" Force had had experience in garrison and ccast defence duties,
R.R.C. was mcbilized on 8 Jul 40, at Quebec, and trained in the fuebee dis-
triet and at Sussex, N.B. In November and December 1940 the Battalicn was sent
to Newfoundland, It returned to Cancda in sugust 1941 and late in Sertember
took up coast defence duties at Ssint John, V.B., where it remeined until it
was warned for overseas duty on 9 Oet 41, Tho Battalion was commanded through-
out its active service hy Lieut -Cel, (later Brisedier) W.J. Home, h.c.,

- Permanent Force officer (Puff Re rt, p. 25).

29. dpz Gren was mobilized at Winnipeg on 1 Sep 39 as u machine gun
battalion, The Regiment trained in the fanitoba espitel during the sutumn and
. winter of 1939-40, In the spring of 1940 it wos gssigned to Barrisen duties in
Jemaiea relisving a British battalion. after o period of duty cf more than a

year it. returned to Cenada in threo flights om 9 Ser, 21 Sep and 8 Oct 41, .
Almost. inmedintely it wass warned for duty overscas, From June 1941 the Regi-
ment was cormanded by Lieut.-Ccl, J.L.R. Sutcliffe (Ibid, p. 28), '

30, The establishment adopted for each ¢f the infantry battalicns selected
for Hong Xong included, with attached personnel, 24 cfficers and 773 other runks.
This W.E. - Cdn 11/1940/121?,(1 - hed just been authorized for units of the
Canndian Army under FC77/7841 dated 9 Oct 41 (C.i.H.Q. file 3/Inf Bn/1, Tel G3D
1544 Defensor to Canmilitry, 14 Oct 41)., The first reinforcements. to be taken
with the battalions consisted of six officers and 150 O.Rs, The combined totals
for establishment and reinforcements, therefore, amounted to 40 officors and 923
0.Rs, per battaliocn (HQS 20-6-20 (DL.R], A.G. B liriater 18 Jan 42), At the
time R.R.C. was selected for duty at Bong fong the battalirn_waa ur to full
strength, ‘and actuzlly had two men surplus to cstablishiert. On 10 Cet 41 Wpg
Gren was 52 0.Rs, under strength, a fipure that was later increased to 136 as

a nwiber of men were 3.0.5. for medieal enl othor reasons (HQS B884 5 Vol. :

ipg Gren Part II Deily Orders, 30 Sep to 24 Oct 11), . The lower strength of tha
latter unit was due to its ha viuh nperoted in Jumsica with reduced numbers in
accordance with British garrison establishment. /Lpproximstely 440 more men

were thersfore reguired in oxrder to bring the units up to strength and to supply
each battalicn with first reirforcements (HGS 8902, Report to Parliament by
Minister of Noticnal Defence, 21 Jan 42).

3. There was little time in which to aclect the men required., Between
the dnte of warning for overseas service (9 Oct) and the date of emborkntion |
(27 Oct) there was an interval of only 18 days, and out of this period embarka-
tion leave hed to be taken. The policy wns sdopted thet all reinforcements wculd
be sought on a wcluntary basis to serve cverseams ir & "semi-tropieal" climate.

It was necessary that the utmost secrecy as to the destination of the Force.bs
maintaired, ‘ani this wea urndoubtedly n foeter in limiting to as few localities

as possible the canvess for voluntary reinforcements (Duff Report, p. 35).
Military District No, 2 suprlied 154 O.Rs, for R.R.C. (102 from A. 10 &nd 4, 11
‘Advanced Training Centres at Comp Berden, and 52 from the Midland Regiment)

(HQS 8884~5 Vél, 1, D.O0.Ce K.D.2 to D.N.De, 28 Jan 42, Appx, Nominel Rolls of
Draft to R.R.C.). Wpe Gren received 252 men from Xilitary District No, 10

(189 from i, 15 iZdvenced Training Centre, Winnipeg, 40 from No, 10 District
Depot and 23 from No. 160 Basic Training GeMtre, Pertoge 1o Praoirie) ond 30

from . 18 Advanced (}.G.) Training Centre at Dundurn, in Filitory District

Nc. 12 (HRS 8884~5 Vol. 1, Commerdant ~. 15 I1.T.C. tc D.ND., 27 Jon 423
Grnmu?ndant £.18 4.T.C. to D, Org, 27 Jan 42; D.0.C. M.D. 10 to D,N.D., 27 Jan 42)i

B2 The standard of training of thess sdditions tc R.R.C. znd Wpg Cren
became cne of the chief matters dealt with by the Royal Cormission appointed in
February 1942 to investigate tho despateh of the Cansdian Erpediticnary Force to
Hong Kong. The evidence presented to the Commission showed that "of the men
added to the strength of the Hong Kcng expediticn, all but zbout six per cent
had undergone more then sixtecn weeks militery training after enlistment in the
active army" (Duff Rerort, v. 6)e In his report the Commisaioner expressss the
opinion: -
From the whole of the evidence.., I have reached

1
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the ccnelusicn that thore wes no unfairness \
either to the battalions, or to the expedition, 3

a8 & whole, from the addition of this amnll

percentage of men who had not fully ccmpleted

the standerd period of trcining ot the time

they were accepted by the battalion officers, '

‘e - - e .. .o LR - LR

In the course of my cxaminction of the evidence
I find thet the inclusicn cf this small per-
centage of men was not a result of any shortage
of fully trsired mer in Canada, It acrose from

- the necessity of obteining the men with great
s8pced and 3escrecy, and the imprecticability in
the time avasilable of selecting them from o
lerger number of training centres.

(Ibid, p. 7)

33, Yovement to the port of emberkotion took place sceording to schedule,
R.R.C. left Valeartior early en the morning of 23 Oct 41, being joined at Ottawa
the saine day by the perscmnel of "C" Force Hordquoarters, which had concentraotad
at Lansdowne Fork, Ottawa. Wpg Gren left Winripeg on 25 Oct. The troop trains
reached Vancouver cn 27 Oct, and embarkstion was completed the snme evening

(HYS 63-302-334, Mujor J.N. Gwynne, Embarkotion Staff Officer to Meovement Control,
D.I'.D., 28 Oct 41). The bulk of the Force embarked on the .5.5. "Awatea", the
British trensport sugpplied by the War Offico for the expedition., Four ~fficers
and 105 O.Rs, «of R.R.C. were csrried on the escort vessel provided by the
Cancdisn Government, H.M.C.S. "Prince ilobert" (HQOS 63-502~3534, Vovement Control

to G.C.C. Hong Kong, 28 Oct 41).

Gk o Embarkation on boszrd the ":wotea™ was not without incident., The
report of the Embarkation Staff Officer refers to the follcwing disturbances:

The ship wes crowded in the troop decks,
carrying, in the estimatior of the writer,
about 150 more thar she could conveniently
accommodate, This crowding resulted in
some dissatisfacticn cn the part of the
Winnipeg Grensdiers, sbout fifty of whom
forced their way off the gangwoy into the
shed. They were, however, persusded by

* their officers snd MN.C.0's to return in
a matter of cbeout twenty minutes.

(E.3.0, to Movement Control, 28 Oct 41,
op eit)

But the aacoﬁﬁ-in—Cnmmnnd (1ater C.0.) Wpe Gren comments:

~

The inference that Winnipeg Grenadier perscnnel
were the sole participants in the incident re-

ferred to 1s entirely incerrect. If required,

Statutory Declorations czn be forwarded to the

effect that perscnnel from both units of

"C" Force perticipnted,

(HQC '5393-13, Letter, Lieut<Bol, G. Prist
to DeHess, 15 Moy 46)

59 Beeruse of "very groat overcrowding in 21l but the cebins snd the
lock of on organized werking system for scrving fced”, the evening meal on bourd
for peracnnel cother then officers and sermesnts was deseribed as a "hopeless

1
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muddle” by a senior officer present (Liéut-Cel. W.J. Home, "C" Force Rernort
13 Oct tc 7 Dec 41, p. 6). 4nd from the perscnal diary cof a member cf R.R.C.

comes the illuminating informetion: "Things began to look bad. Supper time
came and the lads waited hours for it and it turned out to be tripe and onions.”
(Defence of Hong Xong, D.E.I. Interviews and Reports, Vol.II, Extracts from

the Diary of Rfn oidney Skelton, R.R.C., 27 Oct 41).

36. A muster of "C" Force at the port of embarkation revealed the
absence of 44 men., TFurther checks during the voyage raised the total of
absentees to 51 (HQS 8538-11, Tel CAL Orinoco to Defensor, 3 Nov 41, and CA2,

16 Nov 41), '50 of these were members of Wpg Gren (BQS B884-5 Vol, 1, Wpg

Gren Part II Daily Order 254, 27 Oct 41). In reporting these absences the
Brigade Commander pointed out that the men transferred to Wpg Gren from the
training centres had not had time to know, or to be known by, their officers,

and that this situation was largely responsibtle for the difficulties encountered.

Some men never entrained, others did not reach the
port of embarkation, while others, who were employed
on loading parties, ete, apparently took the
opportunity to absent themselves, the fact that
they were absent not being discovered until after
the ship sailed.

(HQS 8538-11, Commender "C" Force to
C.G.5., 15 Nov 41)

Jis 'y The original statement of embarkstion strength showed 98 officers
and 1884 O.Rs. aboard the "Awatea" and the "Prince Robert" (HQS 63-302-334,
Movement Control to G,0.C, Hong Kong, 28 Oct 41). As has been indicated above,
these figures were subject to later revision. "C" Force disembarked at Hong
Kong with the following numbers:

Offrs O.R8., Al)l Ranks
Bie H.Q. 16 = 83 99
Wpz Gren 40 873 913
Totsals 96 x 1876 < 1972 x

B (Report of "C" Force Headquarters and
Details, Parade State, Force "C") e

One member of R.R.C. died on the yoyage and was buried at sea (CAl,

3 Nov 41, op cit). The total military persomnnel of "C" Force sailing from
Vancouver on, 27 Oct 41 wes therefore 1973 gll ranks, This figure does not
include one stowaway, & R.0.A.M.C. private-from No. 11 District Depot, who
was later returned to Canada on H.K,C.S3.. "Prince Robert" (HQS 8538~11,
Lieut.-Col, F.J. North (A.D.) to D.4.G.(B), 16 Nov 41),

38, Two Auxiliary Services Officers, Supervisors G. Porteous (Y.M,C.A.)
and F.G, 0'Neill (K. of C. Cdn Army Huts), wore attached to "C" Force Head-
quarters extra to establishment to provide the necesssry recreationsl facili~
tiea and comforts for the Force,

x . Plus two Auxiliary Services Officers attached. -
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39, #hen the 3¢8. "awatea" left Voncouver she carried 248 tons of
beggage and equipment belonging to Brigede Hesdquarters-ond the two battalions

- of "C" Force, together with 104. tons of foodstuffs and 120 tons of cmmunition

. -fHovement Control te G.0.C. Hong Kong, 28 Oct 41, op cit). This cargo included

+ *all oxdncnce and. techrniecl 2tores theot Canada hud undertoken to provids for _
the Force (see parz 19). Thsse storés occupied nbout 35,000 cubic feet of the
“otects" total of 45,000 (HGS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Q.N.G. to Ninister, '19 Dec 41).
By on unfortunate mishap the- vessel sailed with the bolence of this space --

some 10,000 cubie feet — unfilled. From gboard the "iwotea" the Force Commander
reportcd. \ b -

Despite my repeated representctions et
* W.D.H.Q. Tegcrding the nccessity for at
lenst o proportion ef our trensport to
anT K _ .nccompeny us, none of the MT had spprarently
*. + arrived at Vancouver by the 27th October,
end it was therefore -mecosscry to seil
without it, slthough there were two holds
practically empty.
(HS 8538-11, Commonder of "C" Force
to C.G.3., 15 Fov 41) <
40, Vehicles allotted for the use of "C" Force numbergd 212, Suitably
boxed, ond with spere parts ineluded, ‘they reguired 150,000 cubic feet of
cargo space (Q.M.G. to Mnister, 19 Dec 41, op eit). When' the cargo limita-
tions of the possenger vessel were leornt by the Q.M.G. Brench, on 16 Oct,
arrengements were mede, with the help of the Sea Transport Dapartment of tha
British linistry of Wﬁr Transrort, for the loading of the bulk of the mecha-
nical trengport on the 3.3. "Don J‘ose", which would sgil at a later date (Ibid).
The G.0,C. Hong Kong was notified thst "only very:limited MT, probably 12 to 18
vehicles, could be shijped with troops”™ (H3S 20-1-20 Vol 1, Tel GSD 1573,
Dafensor to Fervour, Hong Kong, 20 Oct 41). But the vehiecles that were to have
been shipped on the "‘watea" were held up with the remaoindor intended for the
"Don Jose", and, although upon’realization of the error they were rushed to
Vencouver: in a 1aBt-minute effort, they missed the "<watea" by a narrow nargin
(Q.).G. to Minister, 19 Dec 41, op cit).

41, The wvehicles intended for "C" Force did not reach their destination,
All the motor trensport with the excertion of ohse czrload of spare parts wea
placed on board the "Don Jose”, which sciled from Vancouver cn 4 Nov 41, The
remeining carlcad became available later and was shipped from the same port on
the S.3. "Fernplent" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, M.G.0, to Kinister, 27 Dec 41), 4is
events transpired the "Don Jose" could not have reached its dbatin ticn be~
fore Hong Kong was attacked by the Japsnese. The Vessel put into Manila on

12 Dec 41 end was held. there (EQS -63-501-666, C.N.S. to Q.M.G., 16 Jan -2),
Because there was littles prospect of her ci:rgr ever being made available to
"C" Force, o roeguest by Vashington for the use of the equipment in the
Fhilippines wes granted (H9S 63-301-666, lidlitary attache, Washington, to
ldnister of Netional Defence, 27 Dec 41). The cne cerload of spare parts
lozded on the "Fermplant" on 22 Hov proceadad with the vessel to Los fngeles,
i3 the ship weca held there and it was considered very unlikely that the

voyaze would be complsted, this equipment was off-loaded and returned to
Cancda (HGS 63-327 Vol. 1, Mildtary Attache to D, N.D., 5 Mer 42).

42, The failure to send eny mechanienl tronsport with "C" Force was -
madc the subject of most exhaustive inquiry by the Royrl Cormissioner, Sir
Lynor Duff, His findings szre set down at length in his report. At tb.e time
of the ingquiry (the rerort was submitted on 4 Jun 42) there was no evidence
avnilable to show that the Conadian troops suffersd through the lack of the
twenty vehicles that night have gccompanied them (Duff Report, p. 8), Nor,
in the light of later informastion regording operstions at Hong Kong, does it
aspear that the deficiency had much bearing cn the final outcome,
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43 . The Royal Commissioner's general conclusions coﬁcerning the
organization of the Hong FKong Expedition were as follows:

In October, 1941, the Consdian Militery.,
authdrit ies undertook a task of considerable
difficulty. JSubject only to my observation °
concerning twenty of the two hundred end
twelve vehicles of the mechanical transport,

' they performed that taesk well., Canada sent
forward, in response to the British request,
an expedition that wes well-trained and
(subject as aforesaid, in so far as shirping
faeilities allowed) well provided with
equipment. Ir spite of the disaster that
overtook it socon after its arrival in Hong

. Kong, it wag an expedition of which Cenada
can and should be proud.

The war came upon us when We Were unpre-
pared for it.  In such circumstances,tre-
calling militery history, one would per-
haps not be greatly surprised to discover-
that even 'two years after its commencement
scme military enternrise had been undertsken

which had proved to be ill-conceived, or .
badly sarsged. The Hong Iong expedition -
falls under neither description.
(Ibid)
44, These conclusions must be judged historically in the light of the

conditions existing when the expedition was organized, and not in the lizht of
later events, Considering the material at hand in Canada in October 1941, and
taking due account of the assumptions upon which the whole enterprise was
based (above, para 3), it would seem that no very valid criticism con be
directed at the manner in which the expedition wzs organized by the Depertment
of National Defence,

.

THE CAMNADIANS AT HONG KONG, 16 NCV - 7 DEC 41 .

45, The voyage to Hong Kong was deveid of major incident, In spite
of the crowded conditions cboard the "iAweten" a proaremme of training was
carried out that was considered to be beneficial to all, Lsctures were given
on such topics as "Health in the Tropics", "Hong Kong, People and Custome",
and "The Japancse Army" (Report of "C" Force Hesdguurters and Details, pe 3).
There was instruction in the hemdling of thc Bren Light lachine Gun, Thompaon
Sub lechine Gun and 2" Mortsr. Particular attention wes paid to the trairing
of the new reinforcemernts., The. Tes.K.G. and the Morter were indeed much of &
novelty to the majority of the psrsonnel of beth infantry battalioms. "Up to
the time of sailing the Rifles (R.E.C.) had hed one 2" Hortar while the Unit
wes stationed in St. John's, Fewfoundland, but this only for a short time, As
for the Winnipeg Grenadiers, the first timec any mewber of the Unit saw this
weapon was on board shiE" ("C" Force Heport, ps 6).,* Brigade deotails worked on

x Lt.-Col. Trist includes the T.3.M.G. 28 a weapon not "seen by the
Winnipeg Grenadiers prior to embarking on H.E.T.3. 'Awatea' (HQC 5393-13,
Trist to D.H.S5. loc cit).
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their respective duties checking stores, maintuining wybooks and performing
various clerical tasks (“C"™ Force H... Report Pe 2).

48, _Aft.er cpproximotely three weeks at sea the Canadien dxpeditionary
Force arrived at Hong Kong on 16 Nov 41 (HQS 20-2-20, Tel CA3, Orinoco to-
Defensor, *16 Nov 41). The troops were greeted by the Governor of the Colony,
Sir Mark Young; Major-General O.M. Maltby, M.C., G.0.Ci China Command;
Commodore L.C. Collinson, R.N., Senior Naval Officor, and members of thein
stoffs ("C" Force Report. Ps £)s. It hnd beem considersd thst the arrival of
"C" Force should be widely publicized as proyiding "a strong stimlus to the
garrison and Colony", end &8 having "a very great morale effect in the whole
of the Fer Hast" (aae pira 5). Considerations of security, howcver, exerted

a restraining influence on the extent to which detuils regarding the Force
might be mude known (HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Tel 51164, Troopers to Forvour
repeated Defensor, 11 Nov 41). .

47. Similtaneous press end radio announcements were relecsed in London,
Ottawn and Hong Kong as follows:

* A Canidian Ferce under the commend of Brigedier
J.K. Lowson haz arrived st Hong Kong after a
safe and uneventful voysge, the Canadian
Goverrment ennounced ot O'ttawa today. Canzadian
. troops will serve witk the’ other units of His
. Mnjeaty's forces makingz up the Hong Kong
gorrison. The atrength of the foree wss not
disclosed, '
" (HQS 20-1-20 Vol. 2, 4.C.G.3,
to D.P.R. (Army), 15 Fov 41)

4g, Upon its arrivel "C" Force was c3tsblished ot Sham Shui Po Camp
(5605) on the north-western edge of the City of Kowloorn, on the Mainland.,

(Note - Map roference, points for the Mainlord ure taken from G.s.Ge.3, No, 3961,
Hong Kong ond the New Territories, 1:£0,000. sSce lap "4", appended.) This
camp had been constructed in 1987 to accommodate "Sha Force", -~ the troops
Stnt to chenghai during the ‘trouble in thst city. It w=s rebuilt in 1931 to
guarter two battaliorns, Buildirgs were of the bungalow type, of briek and
.8tucco construction. A main rosd divided Sham Shui Po Camp inte two arees,
Honkow Barracks on the east side and Nunking Berracks to tho west. - Wpg Gren
occupiad the former and R.E.C. the latter, /| Brigede Office ond deteoils togethsr
with some officers were accommodnted in the Jubilen Buildings at the south end
of the eamp, Quarters for the officurs of the Brigsde staff were found in

the Peninsulc Hotel, Xowloon, The two Can disn nursing sisters were cttached
for duty and quc.rters ot Bowen Rosd Militory Hospital (196531) on Horg Kong
Islend ("c" Force H.Q. Rerort, pe4).

49. In keering with the procudure followed by the British units in

. Hong Kong, Chinese cooks and mcss waiters were employed by the Can-dian units,
and native servants repleced batmen for cificers, In muking these srraongements
for "C" Force Bripudier Lawson roeguested D.N.D. to issue confirming suthority
for the paymert of this civilian lsbour employcd by unita, and to grant cllow-
ancss to officers who must employ natives as personnl servimts (HIS 20—1-20
Vol 2, Tel 1674, Fervour to Dei‘ananr 4 Dec 41)

50. Becrause or the employment of Conadian troops in other parts of the
world in somewhat similer circumstences it wes feit ot Ottowa that the cnae

of "C" Force should be cornsidercd in the wider implication of the principle
inyolved. Accordingly,steps were token tc smend K.Re & O, (Can) and F.R. & I,
(Overseas) *so that British regulstions in this respeet could be made applicabls
to Cansdian troops serving at such stotions where non-European servant cnd
groom allowances were admissible (H)8 £157-2, Minister of National Defence to
Privy Council, 16 Apr 42 and P.C. 44/4430, 27 ¥ay 42).
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81, - Lnother matter imr which "C" Foree found it necessary to chesnge
egtablished praetice and adopt methods employed by the British units
stationed at Hong Kong was the messing system. A4l1 rations had to be pur~

_chased from the R.£.5.C. or N.A.A.F.I., an ndlowenee of $1.19 (Hong Kong),

or sbout 38 (Cancdian), per day, being allotted for the food of each man 111
the unit (Cf Preliminary Narrative, The History of the Cansdign Military
Forces Oversens 1941-42, Chap, XI, para 169), It was necessary for the
Canedian battalions to appoint a Measmg Officer who had to devote his full
time to messing, to the sxclusion of other duties, Hie respensibility
covercd the following maticrsi-

(1) Indenting far checking, trnnsparting, storing
and dividing ratmna.

(2) Drewing up weekly merus for corporals' and
ments messes, t

(3) Gereral supervision of mess:s, kitchens and
butcher 8h0ps.

(¢) Delivary of rations during manning excrcises,

("C" Force Repart, p, 11)

52, The first two weekly rcperts from Commender "C" Force preovide a
picture of the genernl mode of 1life into which the Canadiens came to be
fitted. The welcome extended on arrivnl wds' ¢hvrdial and helpful., Accommo=-,
dation and messing were favournbly commented upon. Health rnnd discipline were
good. Training and drill, which had continued throughout the voyage, were
entered upon to an even more intense degree without sony brsak upon arrival.
The task of breal;ing dcum, chécking and diatrihuting gtores tcken in bulk was
urdertoken immediately. 'No time was lost in errenging for reconnaissanee of
the Island by all officers cnd non-commissioned officers down to and including
section commanders. The expericnce and the facilities of China Command were
utilized, and personncl of the Canadian services were attached t¢ and workirng
with their counterparts in the British services, The general picture is one-
of co-ordinated and intense activity directed by a Commander who had no
illusions’of seccurity (HQS 8538-11, Tel 1544, Tervour to Defenhsor, 24 Nov 41
and Tel G2 Orinoco to Defensor, 30 Nov 41) %

HONG XONG /ND ITS DEFENCES

53. The Coleony for the defence of which "C" Force was now sharing
responsibility had on ares of 390 square niles, ond consisted of the Island of
Hong Kong, Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories. Hong Kong and the
Kowloon Peninsules were British-owned; the New Territories were held from
Chine on a ninety-nine-year lesse doting from 1 Jul 98 HQMS 8902, Extrocts
from Coloniel snnual Reports, Hong Korg, 1938).

54, Hong Kong Island has an approximate area of 35 square miles, It
is gbout ten miles leng from east to west;, ard from threec to five miles wide.
The water possage between Hong Kong and the ‘Moinland is lcss thar half o mile
wide at its narrowest point, - oppositec the Lye Mun Peninsula on the north-enst
corner of the Island. Thé country is very mountainous and 'lroody. (Without a
study of photographa or a eareful examinastion of the contour lines on a large
scale mop of the Island it is difficult to realize the almost precipitous
steepness of the majority of the hills over which Canesdicn end British forces
had to operate during the campaign.) The only city, Vietoria, lies on a
narrow strip of waterfront not more than 2 mile wide, slong the north shore,
with the main ridge of mountains risirg immedistely behind to & height of
1800 feet at Victoric Peak (177533) - thé¢ highest point in the Island. (Note -

Map referenco points for Hong Kong Islend sre token from G.85.G.3 No, 3868,
s \ \

x "Fervour" wes the code name for G.0.C., Hong Kong.

-
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Hong Kong, 1:20,000, See liap "B" appended.) This natural barrier, which extends
the full length of the Island, is broken st intervals by a series of gaps which
give access to the south, From the ridge the terrain slopes sharply down to
the south shore, with sundry smaller hills spotting the southern coast, A high=~
way encircles the Island, running close to the shore most of the way. The only
additional main rToad, the Rerulse Bay rcad, runs north and soutR across the
centre of the Island from Vietoria to Deep Weter Bay (2149). All other roads
outside the city are little better than trails, and are in most cases im-
passable to motor traffic (Report on the Pert Playad by the Winnipeg Grenadiers
in the Defence of Hong Kong, p. 3).

55, The Kowlcon Peninsula is slmost completely urbanized, and is the
centre of most of the Colony's industry., It is separated from the Island of

J Hong Kong by Victoria Harbour and is inhsbited predominantly by Chinese, It

has most of the ocean terminal facilities, and is the locaticn of the main

commercial docks, To the north=east of the City of Kowloon lies the only

aerodrome, Kai Tak (6005), which, in 1941, was being used for both military and .

cormercial purposes ("C" Force Report De 15).

' 80, The New Territories include a portion of the mainland of China
lying south of the Sham Chun River approximately 17 miles north of the northern
boundary of the.Xowloon Peninsula, and bounded cast snd west by Mirs Bay end
Deep Bay respectively. The whole arsa, including some neighbouring islands,
approximates 350 aquare miles, The land is hilly, particularly in the centr'e,
where the highest peak, Tai lo Shan (5115), has an altitude of 3000 fest, High
ridges extend down into the south-eastemmn erbrcmity of the Territories, and
afford commending positions locking mcross the narrow strip of water to Hong
Kong Island. - Most important of these, from & tactical viewpcint, is the
Devil's Peak Peninsula overlooking Lye lun Strait. A road, 50 miles long, en-
circles the main portion of the New Territories, its eastern arc following, the
line of the Kowloon-Canton Railway, These routes provide the normal measns of
commnication with the northern boundary slong the Sham Chun River (Ibid).

- —

A ' 7. A census taken in April 1941 showed the total populaticn of the
Colony to be 1,500,000 people, of whom 750,000 nctives were on Hong. Xong Island

(HOS 8902, Wur Office to Brig., J.C, Murchft' C.M.H.Q., Note on Hong Kong,

26 Oct 41). The, pre-war non-Chinese civilian population was some 20,0003a large

proportion of the HZuropean women end children had, now been cvatuated (Ibid).

Between 1937 cnd 1941 the number of Chinese in Hong Kong had nearly dcubled,

after the fall of Canton, towards the end of 1938, thousands of refugees came

into the New Territories, infiltrating thence into Kowloon end Hong Kong. A

‘ War Office appreeiation in mid-Decenber contained the remark, "the most serious
weaknes8 of the situation was the presence of 750,000 Chinese in the City of
Victoria" (HQMS 8902, Tel GS 287%, Canmilitry to Defensor, 15 Dec 41). This
doubling of the native population not only placed a heovy &train upon:Hong
Kong's Tood =nd water supply during the siege but.had mede it almost impossible

I for eivil authorities or service intelligence to weed ocut or camtrol the fifth

}

columnists who had sstablished themselves along with  the genuine refugees,
= There seemed little doubt that much detailed information relative to the
. Colony's defences must have been collected by agents of the enemy in these
4  Pavourable times, Once hoatilities had broken out the fifth columists treacherous=
ly engaged in sniping ond spotting activities, in endeavouring to spread dissen=-
5 sion and)falae propeganda end in auborning tha loyalty of native personnel (see
| para 113). :

58, p 43 Governor of the Colo.:y Sir Hark Young, K.C.l.G., C.G.M., was
titular Gommander-in-Chief of all Naval, - army and Lir Forces in the Colony,
Responsibility for the defences of Hong Keng was vested in the Senior Officer of
the three Services, Major-General C.M, Maltby, M.C., G.0.C. China Command., The
forces at the G.0 .G. 's disposal on the arrivel in Hong f:oz:g of "C" Force are
brieﬂy deacribed in the following paragraphs.

59, - ' The sudden outbreak of hostilities betwean Japan and the United
Nations found the naval defences of the Colony in a mich reduced staete, Exigen-
cies of the Buropesn war had necessitated the withdrawal to Buropean weters of
both the eruiser squadron and the powerful submarine flotilla normally stationed
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ot Hong FKong. There had anlso been & grcdusl transference of naval units and
focilities to Singapore. "It was o matter of generagl Xnowledge -that Singapore,
in view: of the perilous situationr of Hong long vis-a-vis Jopan, was being set

up and fortified as the main British For-Eastern base" (ncn Force Report, p. 19),
On: 8 Dec.41 two destroyers and o number of Juxilicry Fatrol Vessels left as
reinfortements ' for Singapore, When the Jopanese begen the attack on the Colony,
the only navel creft available at Hong XKong were: one "3" Class destroyer,

the "Thracian"; three or four gunboats (outdated craft);  six or eight M.T.Bs,;
a few minesweepers and minelaying tugs; and o number of miscellanecus locel

patrol craft (Bstimates of exget navel strengths vary. See Nete.on Horng Ko
- 25 Oct 41, op cit; Wpg-Gren“Rerort,p. 2; eand "C" Force Report, pe Bli.;

60, Naval perscnnel in Hong Kong numbered some 130C British and 300
Indian ond Chinese, ord ineluded in sdditicn to R.N. officers ond ratings,Roynl
larines, members of the Hong ‘Kong R.N. V.R., Dockyard Defence Corps, R.NJ Dock-
yerd Pclice Indisn Police ond Chirese Commnications R-tings ("C" Force Report,
pe 23), Nrval Hendquorters, witk Commodore /.C. Collinson in commond, was
established in the Roynl Navael Dockyard in Vietoria. Becouse this rlockyard was
4 too vulnerable to attack from the Haoinland, the Navy had taken over the unused
civilian dockyard ot Aberdeen (1850) on the south const of the Island. This
| ; doeck was largs enough to accommodate the smaller eroft which remained available
for the defence of Hong Kong {Ibid, p. 20). Naval:.defence measures were con-
fined to patrolling the ap‘proaches to Hong Kong, the installation and meintenance
of indicator loops end cnti-ship and anti-submarine booms, end the laying of
contret ond controlled mines in fields which prevented or regulated the passage
of shipping: approoching the Islord from the west, south and enst (HQMS 8902,
Noté on Hong Kong, ittoched lep, Hong Xong ard New Territories 1/80, 000,
showing Deferce Dispositions, op cit).

-

61, The oir power available for the defe}ce of tbe Colony was virtuelly
nil., The Garrison's air force consisted of five aircrart of outdated types.

Two were Walrus fmphibians: the others wére "Wildebeeste Torpedo Bombers- (The
MWer Office Note.on Hong Kong givea the number of Wildebeestes as four, -The
Reports of "C" Force mnd -‘Wpg Gren spenk of three only). These aerdplanes were
all at Kai Tak serodrome, They were donngcd or destroyed on the ground by
Japanese air raiis on the firdt morning of hostilities (kaltby Despateh, 4Appx "B",
Pe 7). RibieT. personnel at Hong Kong nurbered approximately eight officers and
80 other ranks,. - No outside assistence could be expected, the nearest British
aerodrome being ot Kota Bharu, 1500 miles diatant ("C" Force Report De 16).

62, In anu.marcting ‘the Yimitations of the rorecs under hia comand the -
G+0.Cs Cliine Commend placed first the absencé of air power,

The lack of reccnnaisssnce both landwards end
geawards was naturally o sericus handicap. Study
of the past history of Jepenese cperations had -
led me to believe ‘thot they were past masters in
- combined cperations, ond throughout the period of
the siege T elways anticipated a landing on the
* gouthern shorcs of the Islend, and lack of distant.
. Seaward reconnaissance was for me o distinet
. handicep.: Similarly I knew that the lack of
. opposition to the incessent enemy air rafds had a,
.5. . .- somewhat depressing effect towards the end on the .
trocps, and definitely incrensed the accuracy of
' the enemy bombing snd the material demage dcne,
For similar ressons the enemy's counter battexry
tasks wers very much simplified,

e
2k

(kgltby Desp=tch, p. 3) |

63, The Army Forces in Hong Kong consisted of H.Q. China Command and two
infentry brigades with supporting arms and ancillary troops. OChira Command
Headquerters was organized on a Scale eomparcble to that of a modified infantry

[ # The Senior Naval officer, Hong Kong, gives one destroyer, four gunboats,
eight M.T.Bs,, sevén J:..P.VB. (Auxiliary Patrol Vessels), and an suxiliary craft
| used for minefield duty (not a fishting unit), {Inta.rview with Commodore

AsG, Collinson, C.B.E., R.N. (retired), at C.i.H.Ge, 27 Jun 46)

o
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division H.Q. (Ibid, p. 19) (See ippx "C")., 4t the Command H.Q. the G.0.C.
directed operntions from o specizlly constructed underground building ("Battle
Box"). (191531) between Mt, Gbugh and Vietoria, The Mainlend Hrigade, with
headquarters in Kowloon, was under the commsnd of Brigedier C, Wallis. It
comprised the 2nd Battalion The Roynl Scots and two Indian battalions, the 2nd
Battalion The 14th Punjeb Regiment ond the 5th Battalion The 7th Rajputana
Regiment, The Island Brigede, (see para 72) commanded by Brigedier Leawson,
consisted of-the 1st Battolion Middlesex Regiment (MG), end the two Cansdian
bettclions, ' Hemdquerters for this brignde was at the centre of the Islend,
in Wong Nei Chong Gap.,
64, . .  ~ Hong Kong hed extensive artillery derencea. Under the C.R.A.
were East dnd West Fire Commends .- the 8th Coest Regiment and the 12th Coast
Regiment respectively - whose batteries, together with four batteries of the
Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, mnnned-aoma 30" guns of 4" to 9,2" calibre
at strotegic points on the ezst, south and west sides of the Island, The
mobile artillery defencea.ecnaisted of a number of howitzers, 3.,7", 4.5" and
6", which went into action in various commanding locations on the Mainland and
the Island. These guns were mnnned by mountain batteries of the lst Medium
Regiment, Hong Kong and Singapore R.A., en Indian unit with British officers,
The 965th Battery R.i., with six 18-prs and four 2-prs on mobile carriages,
in a beach defence role, completed thé ground artillery foreces, In 2ll, there X
were gbout 65 guns (exclnding anti-zireraft equipment} at the dispossl of the
C.R.is (Note on Hong Kong, encl 2 & 3; "C" Force Report, pp 21, 22; Report by
Maj_?.J.G. Hamilton, Ottows to Monila and Return, 31 Aug to 10 Dec 45, Appx "A"
P. 2). :

65, The anti-zircragt artillery in the Colomy consisted of twenty guns
of various types, all stationed on the Island. These guns were operated by
the 5th Anti-iircraft Regiment R.A,, which comprised one EBuropean battery

(7 HeAJA, Bty R.A.) end two Indian batteries (17 H.A.A. Bty R.A. ond 18 L.d.4.
Bty R.A.), Half of the A.A, guns were 3" equipments. There were only four
modern 3,7" guns, and’ two 40-mm Bofors, Twelve anti-asircraft searchlights were
employed but there was no G.L. (radar) equipment (Note on Hong Kong, loc eit).
Tt may be noted here that these few anti-aireraft equipments played a gallant
part during the operations, and can claim five enemy aircraft shot down and
three others which probably never remched their bmse (Maltby Despatch, p. 3).

66. ' Supplementing the regular militery forces of the Garrison was the
Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps, commanded by Colonel H.B. Rose, M0, It
included the four batteries of cosst artillery referred ‘to above, several com-
panies of infantry (Wpg Gren Report speeks of seven), a field company of
Engineers and-detachments of administrative services (Note on Hong Kong, enel 3).
Meny nationalities were represented among the personnel of the Corps as the
designation of the various infantry companies. indicates, - Portuguese Coy,
Burasian Coy, Scottish Coy, etc, Unitas of the Corps had carried out regular
military training, end had participated in annuzsl manoeuvres based on the defence
of the Colony (D.M.I, Interviews and Reports by Participants in Defence of Hong
Kong, Wm G, Poy, N.0.0., D/R Section, Corps Signals, H.K,V.D.C.), The strength
of the H.K.V.D.C, at the time of the outbresk of hostilities is variously re-
ported as being between 1500 and 2300 all ranks (Note on Hong Kong, emcl 3; Wpg
Gren Report, p. 2).®* In paying tribute to’'the work of the H.K.V.D.C. the G.0.C.
hina Command later wrote:

They proved themselves to be a veluable
portion of the Garrison, In peace they
had surrendered o great desl of their
leisure to training, their mobilization
was completed smoothly end quickly, end
in gction they proved themselves stubborn
and gallant soldiders,

(Maltby Despateh, p. 9)

67. The total strength of the garrison of the Colony, including the

b Further information regarding H. K.E.D.C. may be..found in Notes on
Intorview Lt-Col H.B., Rose, M.C., £8.& 9 Jun 46.
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H.K.V.DsCu, was a little less than 14,000, .Of this number approximately one
third consisted of Indien troops ("C" Forco Report, p% 24). Strengths for

Y Sep 41 given in the War Office Note on Horg Kong show ‘3570 British, 2015

" Indien and 4347 Colonisl ard Locel Golornicl troops, These figures do not in-
clude "C* Force, nor air force nor naval perscnnel. (ee Appx "D").

\ 3 z —
' THE PLIN OF DEFENCE,

’
t

68. The taosk of the Homg Fong garrdison was "to defend the Colony from
- external atteck, aond to deny the use of the herbour apd drydock to the enemy”
“(Ncte on Hong Kong)., Extensive measurcs hed been taken to mest & major attack
delivered sgeinst thc Islend from the sea. & secborne invading force would
have tq ccrtend with, ir order, five lines of defence: .

-

(e) ‘The Nevy and offshore linea cf dsfence
(minefields).

(b) The Coast Deferce guns.

(¢c) e Besch Defences, which consisted of
pill boxes covering all possible
lending -poirts, o few scattered bsach
defence guns, enti-personnel lend
mines and barbed wire obatructiocns,

(1) Infantry atromgpoints situated in the
hills above the coast line to stop
penetration and localjze any lending,

(e) 4 reserve force to counter-attack end
isclate or destroy ary enemy landing
. ~ partica,

(fipg,_Gren Report, p. 1)

69. Until late in 1941 there appesra according to Canadian accounts to
have existed in Hong Kong en expectation; amcunting glmost to a conviction,

that any attack on the Colony would ccme from the sea, and that against such a
threat the Island's defences were impregneble (ipg Gren Report, p. 2). The
general fecling of security is alluded to by one of the Canadian Nursing Sisters
with "C" Force after they had been tcken for e drive arocund the Island.

We were told how strongly fortified the Island

* wnsy in fact it was impregnable. Later we
learned that the majority of pecrle in Hong
Kong had felt the same way.

(Defénce of Hong Kong, D.M.I,
Interviews and Reports, Vol 1,
Report of Ideut (N/S) AdM.Waters,
giver on board 3.3. "Gripsholm",
November 1943)

- .

But the presence of Japanese troops in the boerder towns of Sham Chun (5031) and
Sha Tau Kok (4028), north of Kowlcon, and their control of the neighbouring
Centon arca presented a constant warning of a potential invasion of ths Colony
from the liainland. Flans were in existence to defend Hong Kong against attack
from the north, although the likelihood of denger frem that direction does not
seem, until quite late in the course of svents, to have received a great deal
of attention. . ' : !
e Wiring =nd field works on the mainlesnd head not

neerly been completed when hostilities broke out.

-

(Inid)
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70. The strcngth of Japenese forces in the area seems tc have been
very much underestimatéd, Wpg Grenm record thut a lecture given tc Canadian
officers shortly after their orrivnl in Hong Xong declared that "the Japanese
hed only about S000 troops with very little artillery support opposing us
from the north; that their troops were ill equipped and not used to night
fighting; and that their aircraft was for the most part cbsolete and their
pilots very mediocre, uncble to do dive bombing owing to poor eyesight"
(Ibid, See slso Laltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 5). Another Canadian report
points out that "it must be remembered, however, in fairness to all concerned,
that since 1937 there hsd been several 'flaps', On several ocensions it
locked like war, but on each oceasion nothing. happened, and most of those in
the so-called 'kmow' of events in Hong Kong were surc there would be no war
‘this time either" ("C" Force Roport, p. 17). In explaining the reluctance of
the Civil authorities of the Eolony to put into effect thg numerous meazsures
required during the precautionary pericd of the Civil Defence Plan, General
Maltby specks of his ifficulty in ibsuing o definite werning on the informa-
tion then available, ond blames threec factors:-

(2) ‘The general doubt thot Jopen would declare
war sgainst the /llied powers,

(b) The weakness of our intellizence system,

(c) = The belief that Japan was dbluffing and would
continue to bluff to the last, nor was the
true gravity of the state of affairs re-
flected in the Embassy despatches from Tokyo.

tiﬁaltby Despatch, 1;. 2)

71, Plana for the dcfence of Hong Kong contained two phases -- the
battle for the Mainland, and the actucl dcfence of the Island., On war with
Japan becoming imminent units of the Mairland Brigade would occupy stations in
the New Territories, PForemost positions nlong the frontier would be held as
long as wes possible. . The defending troops would ther™ fight a retiring and
delaying action, carrying out ezxtensive demolitions of rosds, bridges and

points on the Kowlopn-Canton Railway. The moin line of defence on the linine
land wes the Gin Drinkers Line, "a position of great natural strength", which *
ran acrcss the Peninsula for a distance of approximately 10} miles through

the Eowloon Hills (Note on Hong Xong)., It was expected thet this system of
defences, which consisted of entrenchments, reinforced at intervels by concrete
pill bo;ea .could be held for mcre than a week to allow time for the complete
military evacuation of Kowloon (lialtby Despatch, pe 2)s A third ard final
defence position on the Mainland would then be utilized, a short line at
Devil's Peak (6501), about 2 mile north of Lye lun Strait. This last position
was cgnaidered strong enough to be held almost indefinitely ("C" Force Report,

P. 24

72. Ithough neither of the Canadien battalions was included in the
Kowloon Brigede, it was the arrival of "C" Forece in Hong Kong that made it
pessible for the foree on the ¥ainland to be inereased from one battalion -
2/14 Punjab - to an infantry brigede of three battalions, , These dispositions
were in accordance with a defence plan, originally outlined in 1937, which had
never been fully implemented owing to the non-gvailability of troops in
sufficient numbers, Although the Mainland units begen the task of preparing
and occupying their newly-assigned positi ms a few days before the arrival of
"C" Force, unfortunately time wae toc short for either of the new flank bat-
telicns to be practised properly in their defence roles, They were therefore
not familier with the successive rear defence positicns (Keltby Despetch,

Appx B, pp 2, 3),

( P Defence positions on the Island were assigned to the two Canzdian
battalions and the Middlesex battalion, which, with some compenies of H.K.V.D.C.,
comprised Brigadier Lawson's command. 1 Fx, a machine-gun urit, menned the
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system of pill boxes which encircled the Island ond covered certain strategic
points in the interior. Vpg Gren, with Battalion Headquarters (226513)
situated ot Won Chai Gap' in ‘the west centre, was responsible for the west and
south-west portions of the Island. It also supplied a company to act as an

{= 2 gid to the civil power in Victorie ard for the defence of Brigade Hesdquarters

" ot Wong FNei Chong (227513) (Wpz Oren Report, p. 3). The defencesof the

eastern half of the Island was allotted to R.R.C., with Bettolion Heedquorters
at Tni Tam Cap (263512). Durirz the initiel phese of the defence plan, whils
fighting wes cortinuing on the izinland, the ncrth coast of Hong iopg Island
would be left undefended exzcept for the pill boxes manned by perscnnel of
1 Mx. Defence positions in this sector would be cccupied by units cf the

" ¥ninlend Brigade as they withdrew to the Island -(Note on Hong Xonz).
74, Both ‘the Canadian battalions hod extensive frontages to cover,

The R.R.C. report desceribes the wide distributicr of the Battalion from Lye

" Iun Barracks (267537) in the north to Stonley Poninsula (2454) in the south,
he putside perimster of its sren bging gbout fifteer miles (V.D., R.R.C.,
December 1941, p. 10)., The front for which dpg Gren were responsible extended
from the east end of Repulse Bey (2249) to the foot of Mt, Davis (155534) on
the north-west corner of the Islend. This meant a total frontage of 13,000
yards, not ineluding sberdeen Island, which was also held by the Battelion,
The Wpg Cren positions' "were all section posts from 200 to 800 yards apart"
(Wpg:Gren Report] ps 4). The majority of these posts were small trench systems
high on the steep slopes cbove the shore line.s Communicetion with other posts
wos by runner, except in a few instences where telephonic communication had
been estgblishied. These were limited in number bseause of the distances in-
volved and the shortage of wire: o e

The runner would in most cases have to
traverse cxcecdingly hilly and difficult
country to reach the section posts, with
every possibility of loging his wey, or
being shot at {while] appreaching the

PR position from the front, There were very

] few of the pogitions which could be reached
‘ by runner under Tifteen minutes,’

/ . - : : ke (Ibid)

75, Daring the three weelts that eapsed,between the arrival of the
Canndians at Shom Shui Po Barracks and the outbreck of war officers and N.C.0s,
of "C" Force units mode several reconnsissances of defence positions, end roads
on the Islend ("C" Force H.Qe Report, pe 5). Twe manning exercises were held,
when bettle positicns in each sector were occupied by cne platoon per company
for o week at o time, For these schemes troope were brought over from Shem
Shui Po by RelieceC. launches and marched from the docks to their positions,
Crly five trucks wers svaileble per battalion, These were driven by Chinese,
but peracnnel of battalion trenspoert cccompanied the drivers to familisrize
themselves with the roads (Ibid). The balence of - the troops left behind in
camp ccrtinued deily training, &8 specinl nttention was placed on the mastery
of infentry weapcns (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 8). R.R.G Treports the
commencement of & Weapon-Treining course for 25 of its N.C.0s, 'under instruc-
tors from 1 ¥x (Ibid, p. 6. Sce alsc W.D., Bast Inf Bde, p. 105). °

764 The Cancdian battalions had thus barely femiliarized themselves
with their stetic role of Island defence when war broke out. z

This Island Defence Flor hed been developed
" in great detail in coe-operation with the
Royzl Navy over @ pericd of years, . It

neédded extremely ccreful study to get full
value from every mun in the extensive defence
secters (especiclly in the South Eest and
South West), and it noeded coreful rehearsals
as hed becn done irn the pest, but the date

of atteek forestalled combined training with
the Cancdian troops,.

(Maltby Despateh, appx B, p. 3)
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THE OUTBR&AK: OF IR i

Vet ] On Seturday, 6 Dec 41, H.Qe. Chinc Commend issued a werning of
impending #or, and ordered that nlt cfficers keep in touch with their res-
rective battalion hesdquarters (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 9). That
night all positions on the Island were blacked cut. There wes atill, however,
a strong feeling in Hong Kong thot wor weould be averted (;gid) On Sundny \
merning, -7 Dec, well befcre the outbreck of hcostilities, 2ll units were ordered
tc man their beottle- positions, H.,K.V,D.C, mobilized, ard units of the

Kewloon Brignde moved into their Moinlord pesitions, with forwerd trcops being
sert clong the Toi Po (5620) cnd CoStle Peck (3212) Ronds up.tc the frontier.
The Cenadian battolions ond Brigrde Hecdquarters erosssd from sham Shui Po
Borrecks to the Island by ferry, Wpg Gren lmnding in Vietoris, and R.R.C. at
Seu Ei Wan (264536) ond Iye Mun (Wpg Gron Report, p. 4; and W.D., R.R.C.,
December 1941, T:» 10). Brigede Hendqurrters was in pcsitiﬂn ond the mamning.
of both battelion srens eompleted by 1700 hours (Ibid)., Small reer parties
were left ot Sham Shui FPc.. These consisted of the battclions' first re-
inforcements, the bogrige parties under the unit quartermasters, srronging for
the shipmant of unit stores snd beggege to Hong Kong, ond some R.C, Sigs
perscrnel who were ottached to H.GQ. Xowlocn Inf Bde ("C" Force H.Q. Report,

Ps 6)s

78, The completion of the trensfer of the Conndian units to Hong
Korg Island found the trocps disposed os follows. H.Q. Hong Xong Inf Bde, with
Brig-dier Lewson and his steff, wes loected ot Wong Nei Chong Gap (225514) in
cenerete shnltars cn the west side of the Repulse Boy Read - the mein road
running aeross the Island, These shelters were designed for cover from weether
ond from view rather than as defonsive stre n&ointa. Titted with ateel doors
end window shutters they geve proteeticn agrinst rifle fire, but were not proct
agoinst mortor cor shell fire. They were ef? ectively camouflaged with raint ond
netting, Brigsde Heodquarters and hesdquerters of each battalicn were ccnvected
by telervhcne with Fortress HeQo \

79, : . The Brignde Staff ot Wong Nei Chong Gop consisted of Brigodier
Lowdor, the Brigede Major (Kajor Lyndon), the Staff Ceptain (Coptein Bush) end
the Brignde Intelligence Officer (Lieut, "heRo 3" Wocdside, R.R.C.), together
with clerks, runners, intelligence and signnls personnel ("C" Ift-rce H.%. Report,
pe 3 The office of the See-e0a (Coleonel Hennesay) the Fleld Cnshier (Captain
R.M, Davies, R.,C./.P.C.) and the pcatal detachment, wos established at No, 8,
"The Pegk", a large house nesr H.Q. Chinn Command,where it wes cttached to the
British Seeond fchelon (Ybid). e two Nursing Sisters with "C" Force were
already on duty at the Bowen Road Militory Hespital in Vietorico (Defence of
Horp Kong,D.}.I, Interviews end Reports, Vol, 1, Reports of Lieuts (N/3

L \“r\ters and K.G. Christie, given on board b.u. "Gritsholm", November, 1943),

80. : Wpg Gren, manning the western portion of the Islaond, establishsd
Battalion Hecdquarters et Wan Chei Gap, (203524) to the north-west of Mt.Cameron,
On the left "Ai" Coy was at Little Hong Kong -(211568), covering the Deep Water
Bay and Repulse Bay areps; on the right "B" Coy, ot Pok Fu Lam (170514), wes
resronsible fér the defence of the west cosst; while in the centre "C" Coy held
pcaitions et Aberdcen mnd on, nberdeen Islends - "D" Coy was statiocned at Wong Nei
Gc"ng Gap o8 a Brigsdé Reserve and for local protection. It came directly under
Brignde command. '"D" Coy Hendguarters was on the east side of the Repulse Bay
Rond, acrcss from Bde H.Q. H.Q. Coy remained with Battalion H.Q. at Wan Chai Gap
(Wgg Gren Rercrt, p. 7). i

&l, A1l defences mbonned by R.R.C. faced the ses glong the east and
south-east ecosts, Battelion H.Q. ond H.Q. Coy were in the Bea Vista (257508)
area, at Tci Tom Gep, near the junetion of the Sheko Roed with the Islend Road.
From right to left the distributicn of Subsunits wes a8 fcllows: Stone Hill
(246481) iren, including Stonley Village' (247469), "B" Coy; Obelisk Hill (263503)
and Tai Tom Tuk (2549), "D" Coy; Windy Gap (278474) and D'lguilor Point (297458),
"i" Coy; Lye Mun Area, "C" Coy and the fcur rlatocns of first reinforcements,
Under command of the 0.C., R.R.C.; wes No. 2 Goy H.X.VeD.C. defending the
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Sheko (283487) - Collinson (270506) area (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 11).

82. 1 Mx, equipped with medium machine-guns, was manning the conctrete
pill boxes that dotted the entire perimeter of the Island, Company areas of
this Battalion thus lay within the defence areas of the two Canadian battalions,
H.Q. "B" Coy 1 Ix was at Stone Hill utilizing the samé company headquarters as
"B" Coy R.R.C. Personnel of this company were manning tel pill boxes (Nos 21

to 30) sround Stanley Pepinsula, from West Bay to Tai Tam « In the "D" Coy
area of R.R.C. was "D" Coy 1 ¥x, manning pill boxes (31 - 39) from Tai Tam Bay
to Sai Wan Bay (2752) (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, v, 13). The various
detachments of 1 Mx were operationzlly under the comand of the battalion ¢com-
maender in whose area they were stationed.

83, At 0550 hours on lpnday, 8 Dec 41 (1720 hours Simday, 7 Dec,
Ottawa time), H.Q., Chine Command received word through Naval channels that war
had broken out with Japan ("C" Force H.Q, Report, p. 6). All defence services
were warned, At 0745 hours ¥ai Tak Airport was dive-bombed.® The attacking
force consisted of 45 single-seater fighters with forward guns (Maltby Despatch,

‘Appx "B,1", W.D., Fortress H.Q., pe 1), All R.A.F. and civilian aircraft were

ceught on the ground and virtuslly destroyed (the laltby Despatch speaks of
three R.A.F. airceraft being destroyed, one seriously damaged|end one slightly
demsged, Eight civil aircraft were destroyed. (Op cit, p. A.) Two commercial
aireraft were, however, repcrted on 9 Dec as continuing to maintain commnica-
tions with free China. (HQMS 902, Tel 1737, Fervour to Defensor, 9 Dec 41),)
The enemy air attack was then direeted on the Sham Shui Po area, which was
bombed and mehine—gun.ned. The Jubilee Buildings were hit and two R.C. Sigs
signalmen were wounded., These were the first casualtics sustained by "C" Force
(HQS 8902 Tel 1732, Fervour to Defensor, € Dec 41).

64, Upon the outbr :ak of hostilities with Japan the Minister of
National Defence despatched a message to Commander "C" Force:

Following from Minister of National Berence,
Concurrently with Dominion's declaration of
5 war againgt Jepan I send you the assurance
- of the complete confidence that Forces under

your command will in the days that lie ahead

worthily uphold the hest traditions of

Canadian Arms, . 4
(HQS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Tel GS 353,
Defensor to Orinoco, 8 Dec 41)

85. Brigadier Lawson replied:

Following to Minister of Netional Defence,
A1 ranks mich appreciate your message. Ye
shall do everything in our power to maintain
best traditions of Canzdian Army,

(HGS 20-1-20 Vol, 2, Tel G.6,
_ Orinoco to Defensor, 10 Dec 41).

THE OPERATIONS QV THE MATNIAND (8-12 DEC 41)

86. Although participation by Canadien troops in the fighting on the
Mainland of the Colony was limited to a single campany, the followinz general

b 4 Pearl Harbour wes attacked at 0755 hours, 7 Dec 41, Honolulu Time, :
which is 1255 hours 7 Dec Ottawa. Time, and 0125 hours 8 Dec, Hong ¢
Kong Time., It will be noted that the Hong Kong and Pearl Harbour
attacks were, from the viewpoint of’ local time, delivered
simultaneously, i.e., just after first light,




k. N e .

Zong)s Supplementing this material are the reports cmhpilad by the Canadian

. were holding the right end of the Inner Defénce (Gin Drinkers) Line, 2/14

Y TR . g P,

-outline of operations there is included, to demonstrate the extent to which the
- prearranzed plan of derence was followeﬂ end to provide a background for 'sub~
sequent events. . Lma:ln .source of information regarding this phase of the

siege of Hong Kong i the Maltby Despatch. The War Diary anl Nerrative, Mainland
try Brigade end Attached Troops, Brigadier C. Hallis hes also been con-
sulted. btriqtly ntenporary dotumentsry evidence is. reatrieted to the mesgre
and somewhat confu situstion.reports that were received by the Wer Office
from H.Q. Chine Command during the action (H’&B 8902, Sitreps, Defence of Hong

battalions. The informetion contsined ir these accounts was supplied by the
various commenders of the units engaged on the liainland, and wes given to the
Canedien diarists during the period When British end Cansdisn offiters were
inearcerated together as prisoners of war following the cspitulation (Wpg Gren
Report, pe 4).  Situation maps showing dispositions on the Mainland were pre=-
pared in the prison camp for the "C" Force Commander, and are of some assistance
in eatcblishing the movement of forces during the Mainland eetion,

87. By first light on 8 Dec the three infantry battalions of the Kowloon
(Lainland) Brigede wsre at their battle stations, with 5/7 Rajput on the right,
2/14 Punjab in the centre and 2 M3, on the right. The 5/7 Rajput's position
was in the Xowl Feak (6206) srea south-cast of Tide Cove (6014),‘where they .-

Punjub, the former Mainland Battalion, had forward troops in the Sheung Shui
{5127) area, just inside the northorn frontier., These consisted of one infantry
comypany, four of the battalion's bren gun csrriers, end two armoured cars of
H.K.V.D.C. (:hltbx Daggatcg, Appx "B", pp 2, 8). " 2 RS, occupied positions |
along the Castle Feek Road, northaweat of Lai Chi Xok (5306), whence patrols

went forward up the road on the west side of the Peninsula,

gs, Four 4-gun troops of mobile artillery.were deployed behind the Gin
Drinkers Line under Brigade command as follows: .

1st lountain Battery (Hunt's), - B3.7" How, at
Customs Pass (6306) to cover the Right Bn.

2nd Mountein Battery, - 4,5" How, at Filters (5407)
847" How, at -Tai Wai (5711)

covering the ce;tre and left bns,

25th Med fum Battery, - 6" How, at Folo Ground
(5706) Kowloon, coverirg the whole front .

' (Ibid, p. 3)

89. Zarly in the morning of 8 Dec enemy troops advanced over the border,
erossing the Sham Chun River, Laffans Plain (5530) and the Indus River in the
neighbourhood of Sheung .a‘.mi. A1l demclitions slong the frontier are reported

to heve been successfully carried out. 48 the Japanese advenced 2/14 Punjab
withdrew down the Fan Ling (5225) -~ Tal Po - Kowloon Roed to Tai Po Market on
Tolo Harbour. They were ettacked here at 1300 hours, but repulsed the attack . |
with heavy losses to the enemy. To avoid desnger of being outflanked the
Battalion withdrew further thst evening to a point east of Grassy Hill (5615),

at the mouth of Tide Cove (MS €902, Tel 1737, Fervour to Defensor, 10 Dec 41),
Meanwhile, on the left, the Garrier Platoon of 2 R.S5. made contact with the

enemy at P&ng Shan (3819) gbout half way up the western road, During the day
patrols withdrew along the Castle Posk Rozd to Brothers Foint (4008), success-
fully blowing their demolitions. There was no action on the front held by 5/7
‘Rajrut or the right. The Japenese forces were thus far apparently advencing in
two colurms along the axes of the main roeds (Wpg Gren Report, ps» 4). They are
believed to have been advancing on a two-battalion front aleong the Tei Po road,
end to heve employed another brigade in the Castle Peak rosd ssttor. (Haltby Deapatch
Lppx "A", p. 3. -See footnote to para 220),
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90, A withdrawal to the Gin Drinkers line was ordered by the Mainland
Brigade Commander in the early hours of 9 Dee, 2/14 Punjab, which before first
light had alreéady retired to. the head of Tide Cove, continued to fall back’ -
8lowly under heavy enemy pressure, and by late afternoon was in its positions

in the Inner Défence Line below oha Tin Wai (6011). It continued to hold these
positions for the next two days. During this period the pill boxes held by the
2/14 Punjab were under enemy shellfire, but reports fail to indicate that the
battalion beceme involved in much action. 2 R.S. took up positions on the left
end of the Inner Line, covering the area from Gin Drinkers Bay north to Golden
Hill (5409) and Shing Mun Redoubt (5411). During the day the battalion continued
to send patrols forward.along:-the Oastle Peak Road and overland through Telegraph
Fass, on the west side of Tai Mo Shan., To fill a gap in the line between 2 R.S.
and 2/14 Punjeb ‘a reserve company from 5/7 Rajput was brought into place in the
Smuggler's Ridge (5510) Area (Maltby Despeteh, Appx "B", p, 9). )

91, Just before midnight on 9/10 Dec the enemy, in a sudden attack on

the Inner Defence Line, seized Shing Mun Redcubt . (HQMS 8902 Tel 1737, Fervour to
Defensor, 10 Dec 41) The loss of this stronghold, a key position on the Gin
Drinkers Line, came as a great surprise and & severe setback to the defenders of
the line. The enemy, it appeared, had made his approach from an unexpected
direction over "very difficult country" through the hills east of Tai Mo Shan.
The employment of local guides was suspected (Ibid). The high standard of night
fighting displayed by the enemy in achievirng this success ceme as a ‘revelation to
the defending forces, who had been trained in more orthodox methods of combat.
There were, unfortunately, to be numercus other occasions during the campaign
when Japanese attackers were to demonstraste the superiority of their training in
movement by night through difficult terrain. (The British ¢.C.C. was subseguently
informed by a Japanese officer that a month had been spent on concentrated night
training for the attack on Hong Kong. - Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 8).

92, The loss of the Redoubt made all Forward positions west of Shing Mun
untenable., 2 R.S. wes ordered to withdraw after dusk on 10 Dec to the line
Golden Hill - Lai Chi Kok (HQMS 8902, Tel 1743, Fervour to Defensor, 11 Dec 41).

‘Early next morning the enemy attacked along the battalion front. The two left

companies astride the Castle Feak Roed were driven’back in disorder by mortar fire,
but a line was re-established north-west of Lai Chi Kok Hospital (HQMS 8902,

Tel 1750, Fervour to Defensor, 12 Dec 41)., The 2 R.S. right flank (in the Golden
Hill area) held = largely through the vigorous action taken there by the company
of §5/7 Rajput - and by midday the battalion's position was stabilized (Maltby
Despateh, Appx "B",. p. 11).

93, At 2300 hours 9 Dec "D" Coy, Wpg Gren, which was in position at Wong
Nei Chong Gap as brigade reserve,was ordered by Fortress H.Q. to move.immediately
to the Mainlend, to come under command H.Q. Kowloon Inf Bde, as reserve company
for 2 R.S, (Ibid Ps 7)s . The move was conpleted by early morning of the 10th,

the company being replaced at Wong Nei Chong by "E" Coy (the first reinforcemontﬂ)
"D" Coy stood by all day in Kowloon (at the Hong Kong Polo Club), At approximately
0930 hours on 11 Dec, after the Japanese attack upon 2 R.S., Brigedier Wallis
ordered this company to take up positions in the 2 R.S. area. Two platoons

werg, stationed teo eover Golden Hill on the 2 R.S. right flank; a third platoon
was placed’ further south, above the Castle Feak Road, The promptitude and
efficiency with which the company occupied its }ositions were the subject of com-
mendation by the Brigade Commender (Ibid, p. 8). During the afternoon the for-
ward troops exchanged fire with the enemy, and came under enemy shellfire, ,buL
there was no large~scale action,®

94, The possibility of launching a counter-attack on the Shing Mun Redoubt
with "D" Coy Wpg Gren was discussed by the G.0.C, and the Mainland Brigade
Commander, "It was felt impossible to employ the Canadian company in bad ground
they had never previously seen, and in view of their lack of training" (Wer Diary
and Narrative, Mainland Infantry Brigsde and Attached Troops, Brigadier C. Wallis,
30 May 1942, p. 15), Counter-attacks in the same area, by 2 R.S. and by the
Rajput company, had previously been considered and discarded as impracticable
(Maltby Despateh, Appx "B", p. 11).

% It may be noted that this action: involved the first engagement by a
Canadian infantry battalion in the 1939-45 War,
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950 [ w At 1200 hours on the 1lth, H.Q. China Command issued orders for a
general withdrawal of all troops to the Island during the night of 11/12 Dee,
except for 5/7 Rajput, detailed under the scheme of defence for the ocgupation
of Devil's Peak Peninsula. With the battalion remained one 3.7" how troop R.,A
(Ibid p. 13). Inemy attacks decreased during the afternoon, and 2 R.S. began
thinning out, withdrawing through the lines of "D" Coy, Wpg Gren. The British
battalion retired down the Peninsula, and embarked from one of the Kowloon
docks., A sitrep describes the withdrawal as "s difficult operation in view of
constant pressure by superior numbers, who were very good at turning the flanks

" which were necessarily often offered cri.ng to the smallness of units" (HQMS
8902, Tel 1754, Fervour to Defensor, 13 Dec 41), The Wpg Grer company, which .

covered the evacuation of 2 R.S, and followed the battalion to the dock, refers
to "slight opposition from fifth columnists in Kowloon" being encountered

(W en Report, p. 8), By 2230 hours 11 Dec 2 R.S, were in Victoria, at -
Murréy Barracks, and three hours later "D" Coy Wpg Gren arrived at Nt. Austin
Barracks (180529) near Victoria Peak (Ibid, p. 5). "Much mechanical transport,
nearly all carriers and all armoured cara were reported evacuated (Tel 1754,

op eit).

96. 2/14 Punjab was ordered to withdraw via Devil's Peak to Hong Kong
Island. On the night 11/12 Dec two companies ("A" and "B") carried out the
move successfully, rassing through 5/7 Rajput's positions at Ma Lau Tong (6504),
and crossing to the Island at Lye Mun. ©Some confusion. marked the movements of
the remaining companies of the battalion (Ibid) and they did not reach the
Island until the following night, ‘

97. In the meantime 5/7 Rajput, which hed been holding the right end
of the Inner Defence Line, withdrew thrOugh Customs Pass to Ma Lau Tong, about
half way down the Devil's Peak promontory. £arly in the morning of 12 Dec the
battalion was joined -by its reserve company, which had been in position at
Smuggler®s Ridge (see para 90). late that afternoon the Japanese attacked the
left company 5/7 Rajput at Ma Lau Tong with an estimated strength o0f cne bat-
talion (Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 17). The attack broke down in the wire
defences, and the enemy suffered heavy casualties (Wpg Gren Report, p. 5). By
midnight 12/15 Dec the Ma Lau Tong line had been evacuated as 57? Rajput with-
drew to a shorter line at Hai Wan (8502),

98, Early on the morning of 13 Dec the'G.O.C., because he foresaw "the
greatest difficulties and even the impossibility-of maintaining the Rajputs with
ammnition and supplies in their isolated position™, and further urgently .re-
quired them to relieve and man the North East sector of the Island then held by
2 R.S5., gave orders for the conyplete evacuation of Devil's Peak without delay
(Maltby Despateh, Appx "B", . 19)., During the sarly morning hours the move to
the Island was successfully carried out by steam launclh and by the destroyer

. HsM:S, "Thracian" and three M.T.Bs, supplied at short notice by thé Royal Navy.

All persornel were safely evacuated, but it was necessary to abandon much of
the 3,7" ammunition, and all mules of the mountain battery were left behind on
the Mainland, At 1100 hours 13 Dec 5/7 Rajput concentrated for a rest at Tai
Tam Gap (Ibid),

99, During the action on the Mainlend cosst artillery batteries on Hong

Kong and Stonecutters Island (5304) hod been employed against land targets in

counter-battery and herassing fire roles with effsctive results (Tel 1754,0p cit).
lMountain batteries with the Mainland Inf Bde are described as finding many targets
"on infantry and mortara", in engaging which they "exceeded their ammunition
allotments" (Wpg Gren Report, p. 5). The report of the C.R.A. with respect to
the mobile artillery declared that while there was insufficient artillery to
support three battalions spread over 10: milés of country on the Mainland, yet
"on the whole this artillery gave all the support possible, and the fire was
generally effective in spite of having to be taken largely from the 1/20, 000

map" (Maltby Despatch, Appx "M", Report by C.R.A., para 12). Upon the general
withdrawal the mobile guns were successfully evacunted, The loss of the mules,
however, immobilized the troops of the 3.7" hows on the Island (Ibid)s The 6"
coast artillery guns and the 60-pr guns of 25 Med Bty R.A. on Stonecutters

Island were destroyed in their positions prior to the evacustion to Hong Kong
Island (Tel 1750, op cit).
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100, ' The evecuaticn of the forces assigned to operctions on the lMainland
was thus completed on the night of 12/13 Dee, ‘just five days after the outbreak
of'war, The invasion of Hong Kcng Island now eppedred imminent, The way lay
open for an attack across the narrow water passsge of Victoriz Harbour or Lys
Mun “Strait, and the enemy could choose his own time. To the garrison and
civilians of the Colony, whose confidence in the strength of the Hainland de=
fences had led them to believe that these could be held for a very long time,
the rapid withdrewal came as a great shock.® Japunese batteries oh the Kowloon
DPeninsula now began shelling the Island. * A sitrep of 12 Dec remarked, "morale
of the eivil population c'cuamarably shakan by unexrected evacuation of Kowloon™
i(Tex 1754, op eit). -

REORGNIZ.TION OF ISLAND DEFENCES (13-18 Dec 41)

101, ° TUWith the arrival of the Lainland troops on the Ialand\a reorgeniza-
tion of the forces on Hong Korg took places The new syatem of commmd became
effective at 2359 hours 13 Dec (Wpg Gren ort, p. 6). The forces on the
Island were divided into an Zast and a West Brigade, cofmanded respectively by
Brigadier Wallis ond Brigedier Lawson. Units of the Zast Brigade were R.R.C. F o
with attached troops (1 end 2 Coys, H.XK.V.D.C.) and 5/7 Rajput. The West Brigade’
comprised Wpg Gren,.2 R.S. and 2/14 Punjab. 1 1x, with headquarters at Leighton
Hill (216534), came direetly under command of Fortress H.Q. as "Corps Troops"

for defence purroses. "This eased the situation for Brig Wallis, who had the
larger half of the Island to command, and for Brig Lawson, who was unfamiliar
with the,ground" (Lizltby Despatch, 4Appx "B", p, 23), 1 lix detachments continued
to man the pill boxes around the Island under operational command of the bat-
talions in whose arccs they found themselves (Hiatory of 1st Battalion Roysl
Rifles of Caneda, pe 65). The interetrigede boundery (with Tespect to East Bde)
Wes - incl P.B, 52 at the N.E. corner of Ceubeway Bey (2254) - Tai Hang!Village
(2253) - Jardine's Lookout (232522) - excl Wong Nei Cliong Reservoir (229512) -
Violet Hill (233503) - incl Stanley lound (229483) - Chung Hum Kok (232461) (far
Diary an®® Narrative, 'East Infantry Brizede mnd Attached Troops, Brig C. Wallis,

1 Cct 42, p. 4), Brigodier Lewson kept his brigade hoedqusrters at Wong Nei
Chong; Brigadier Wallis established his at Tai Tam Gap, in the area already
occupied by R.R.C. Bn H.Q. (Ibid)

»

% The civilion viewpoint is given in Jesuits Under Fire, a composite narrative
of the experiences of o band ef Irish Jesuit nissicnaries during the siege of
Hong Kong, ~fter deseribing the looting and banditry which terrorized Kowloon
botween the time of the defenders! withirowal end the entry of the Japanese -
forces the account proceeds:

We had, according to the officinl stutement, “withdrewn to our
island fortress," =nd we wers a targct for the enemy's guns at
roint-blenk renge, Hention of a "fortress" conveys a suggestion
of strength-end Security, but it is o misleeding word when it is
applicd to a eity which 18 open to every form of attack from ;
canron’ ond seroplene, Militarily, it must hove seemed a feesible
plen to withdrew to the Islend end let the cnemy do its worst,
but to the ecivilian pcpulation it secmed a move that could only .
lead to cne conelusion, Up tc this the groater part of the
suffering caused by the war fell on the civilian population;
henceforth’ it would £211 con it more heavily 8till, and in B
greater yroportion, “There wesa never for a mcment eny weskness

on ‘the part of the people, and all did their part to the
fullest ‘extent - but there wes no enthusiesn. -

Weary and wounded soldiers had crossed the harbour up to a
late hour on the previous night, =rd praise was lavished on
them by the B.B.,C, Very rough estimetos were made of their
losses ir dead and missing, Ticre was genuine aympathy for
them, but the universal comment was:

"Phey have ccme off lightly in ecmperison with the civilians."”

(Thomas F. Ryen S.J., Jesuits Under Fire,
Burns Oetes & Washbourne Ltd. London and

L . TORC TR T T —— == m\
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102, The reorganizaticn did not irmediately affect the disposition of
sub-units: of the two Canadian bettalicne,, npanies continued to man their
stations-on the east, south and west of the Island. - Opn the north coast, a
sector which had been left virtually without infantry defence during the Main-
land action (see para 73), units evacuated from Kowloon end the New Territories
moved into position. 2/14 Tunjab was placed in Victoria for the defence of the
city. 2 R.S., which on its withdrawal to the Island on the night of 11/12 Dee
had immediately manned positions at Quarry Foint (2554) and North Point (2355),
was relieved in that sector by 5/7 Rajput, and moved to the area Wan Chai Gap -
Filter Beds (220520) to refit and reorgenize (Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", p, 23).
5/7 Rajput was given responsibility fer the defence of the coastal sector from
Sau Ki Wen west to Tai Heng, On its right flank it joined "C" Coy, R.R.C.,:
holding the Lye Mun area (see para 81). Later, on 16 Dec, 5/7 Rajput took over
the ‘line Pak 3ha Wan - Seu Ki Wen from forward Canadian platoonn and manned

all pill boxes from Pak <ha Wan to North Foint (#.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 21;
and Mal tby Despdteh, Appx "D"),

. 105, © With/the realization that a Japanese attack from the Mainland was
almost a certai#%y as soon &8 the enemy had marshalled his forces, the defenders
of the Island made.all possible arrafigements to meet the impending assault, in
invasion of the Island from the Mainland-might well be in combination with a
sSeaborne attack on the aouth shore, conceivably at a number of points at conce.
It was therefore necessary to keep the defence forces dispersed, in order to

““'cover the entire perimeter of the Island. Reserves available to the G.0.C.
weret-

—

(a) 2 R.S. at Wan Ghai Gap - Filter Beds, temporarily
unfit until they could be thoroughly rested and
re-organized.,

(b) Two Coys 5/7 Rajput in the Nbrth Eéat sector,

(¢) One Coy Wpg Gren in ‘the aouth Weat sector
; (Wong Nei Chong). s g .

(@) "Two Coys 2/14 Punjab in North West Joctor.
(e) "2* (Reserve) Coy 1 Mx, including one mobile M.G. pl,

(Maltby Despateh, Appx "B", p. 21)

104, . While this was the reserve foree whose function was "to counter attaeck

end isolate or destroy enemy landing parties" (see para 68) subseguent events

were to show that. the two Canadian battalions, which had .not yet been committed

to action, must also be regarded as such a potantial reserve, They Were sub- .-
sequently -used 1n this role, but, as will be shown, the manner of their- employment
was generally one of small piucemeal action on a company or platoon scale, as

the necessity for a wide dissipation of defence forcea—ramained the.doninating
factor of all operations,®

103, In their respective company, platoon and section positions peraonnal
of the Canadien battalions worked on improving their local defences by digging
and wiring (W.D., R.R.C., December T941 pp 1€, 21). Royal Engineers placed
mines at strategic road junctions (Ibid Ds 193 ‘A8 a precsutionary measure
ageinst prossible parachute lanqinga on the few comparatively level areas along
the east coast, anti-paratroop posts were established in the company locations

£ The request by the. ar Office for an additional Canadien battalion
(see para 16) was made at the instance of General Maltby, who hoped
thus to have a battalion €to use as brigsde rescrve on the Island.
("C" Force - Intérviews and Correspondence for Preliminary Report:
Notea on Interview with Maior-Ganeral C.lis Maltby at C.M.H.Q.
25 Jun 46, para 8)
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of RoR.Cs * (Ibid, p. 17). .T6 meet the paratrdcp threat in the Shekc = Windy

Gap area a small mobile force was attached to "A" Coy RiR.C.. It consisted

of two Bren carriers, two vans and one motoreycle with about 30 sll ranks

from No, 2 Coy H.K.V.D, O, (Ibid, p. 29), &t lian. Chai Gap, Hgfe}. Coy Wpg Gren

was reorgafiized, as three platoona were detailed for flying ¢olumn duty : -

f"’Eﬁ Gren ngnrt, Pe 8)0

106. In the face of increaaed shelling from t.he Lhinland and the threst
of en- enemy landing on the north side of the Island, food stores were meved: to
points of,relstive safety slong the Southern cozst, On 8 and 9 Dec. the main
R.4.S,C. Depot in Victoria, to which the R.C.4.5.C. S}xpply Section of "C" Force
was atteched, was evacuated from Queen Strest, Victoria, to the Deep Water Bay
Golf Club, whila large quantities of supplies were-also (transferred to Stanley
Barracks (“O" Force H.GQ. Report, Supply Section R.C.2.5.,C.; Do 1), ©On 13 Dec
the Q.M. of R,R.C., began moving battalion stores from Lye Mun Barracks to Palm
Villa (252481), a house on the Stanley Road above Tai Tam Bay (W.D., ReR:C.,
December 1941 18), The whole of the Island's mechanical transport, both
militery and imprasaed ciyilian vehicles, was pocled, A Vehiele Control Centre
was esteblished at the Happy Valley Roce Track (216529) on the east side of
Victoria., From this pool trucks were lent to units by the RiA.5,C. officer in
charge, to be retyrned to the V.C,C, on completion of tasks ("C" Force H.Q.
Report,. V,6.C., Pe 1; and mp 5395-13, Hodkinsen to, D.Hed:, 21 Feb 467. :

107’ On ‘bhe mnrning cf 13 Deo 'bhe Iapanese sent an envey ‘wnder a flag of
truce demanding the surrender of the Colony and threatening "severe artillery .
and aerial bombardment in the event of refusal", The request was categorically
rejected (HOMS 8902, Tel 1759, Fervour to Defensor, 14 Dec 41), Once the
Mainland had been evacuated t.he Japenoss, using artillary of up to 9" ealibre,
were frée to set up their batteries orposite the north, shore of Hong Kong and to
'shell.(selectod targéts at their leisure, The hilltops in the Xowloom ahd’
Devil's ‘Peak Peninsulas, although not gensrally a8 high*as the peaks on the
Island, provided the enemy with extremely useful :artillery observation posts,

i Obaervz:tmn was elsc carried out by Japsnese aircraft, which flew over the
~Islond several times a day, wvirtually unmolested by A.!«.. fire, engage_d' in i

bombi:qg and spd,tting (History R.R.C., op eit, pp 65, 67). . A

108, “.  “wat first enemy srtillery fire and bombing were diracted with
reasonable ‘accuracy, ‘on military tergets, There was a Systemafic ahelling of
pilli boxes along the north shors of Hong Kong, and by 18 Dee more than half of
these between Lye Mun and Bowrington (2153) werse reported out of action (HQMS 8902.
Tel 1781, Fervour to Defensor, 18 Dec 41), . The defenders moved into alternative
pos:ltions, but enemy- fire serionsly handicunppéd attempts to install telephone
communications in the new sites (Maltby Despateh, Appx. ("B, p, 26). Coast
artillery guns were also selected as targets, & sitrep from H.g. China Commend
refers: to 14 Dec as "a difficult day" in which "shelling increased in intensity
and accuracy”, . Coastal guns at Belcher Point (164545) and Mt, Davis in the
north-west corner of the Island, and at Pak Sha Wen (274539) in the north-east
were hit (HQMS 8962, Tel 1767, Parvour to Dcfensﬁr, 14 Dec 41). . Another report
of the same data"&'cvanledz ' :

J‘apanaas shelling was oxtremely accmt.e where
old apd well known battgries are concerned,
G * . put [it 18] noticesble th’a? recently sited
: positions at Waterfall Bay (164507) and Weat
'Bay Eare] apparently unlocatud, 7 o

¢

(HQIS 8902, Tel 1'?'?5 Fervour to

.

Al L Defensor, 15 Dec 415
On 16 Dec the "haavieat. air raid of the wer" was: reported, as .Tapanaaa d:Lv
bombers attacked the Royal Naval dockyard at iberdeen ("0" Fbrce a.g, Repont, p. 9).
'-109. “ : 'A proportion of the enemy's artillery and aarial action was directed

‘againat the dofemders' supply system, The main Supply Depot in Viectoria (Queen
Street Depot) was bombed three timee on 9 Dec during the 1qst hour that it was

.
\
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being cleared of food (see rara 106). The V.C.C. Headquarters underwent frequen’
shelling ("C" Force H.{. Report, V.C.C., 15 Dec 41), M.T. convoys came under
heevy fire as they passed through the gaps leading tQ the south and east parts

of the Island (Ibid,: 1€ Dec 41). On 17. Dac twenty vehicles were rerortad out of
action by enemy “shellfire (Ibia).

110, On 17 De¢ the J'apanaae made &-gecend demand for the garrison's
surrender. It was accompanied by an ultimstum from the Japanese Commander,
Lieut~Gen” Takeshi Sakai,® that bombing and shelling, which up to thet time' had
been confined to military objectives, would become indiseriminate if the terms
were refused (Maltby Despateh, fppx:"B", p. 27). The envoy thot brought the
demands was "apparently genuinely surp:cised and disconcertad when L'th " proyosal

Was sumardly rejected” (aq;.a 89cz, ‘I‘al 1784, Femur to Dermaor. 13 nae 41).

& 3 06 ; The enemy was as good aa hia word. Bej:ora 'evantng of 16 Dee t.‘hq * \

':lntms:l:;y of air attacks, artillery and morter fire hed been ' véry grently in-

creased. & sitrep, of evaﬁta ur to 1900 hours on that date describes mrntna and
afternoon air reids by nine Jrmy Light Bombers and three’ Navy Heavy Bombers,
which droryed over a hundred bombs, "the highest number to date". Deli_bei‘a{a
and ‘adeurcte dive~bombing attecks were made on militory objectives and government
centred. oJtanley and Murray Barrseks suffered. sberdeen was shelled inef-

fectuclly from the sesboard, but fire on the north face of the Island wes

relentless and severe. The #Asiatic Petroleum Company's cil inatsllations at Nerth
Point were set ablesze, Bowen Road Eilitary Hospital was badly hit, ""its upper
floor a shambles", eand eivilian hospitals were rerorted demaged by shellfire.

A large number of godowns (warehouses) on the woterfront were destroyed, with

the resultant loss of much-nesded rice surrlies. Road communicotions in

Victoria beceme a serious problem as tram ccbles were smeshed end water maina
were broken, Signals communications were maintsined with difficulty because of
the cutting of land lines end even of.buried csbles (HQS 8902, Tel 179),

Fervour to Defensor, 19 Dec 41).

112, #5 the City of Victoria and the neighbourhocd was subjected to in-
ereased bombing and shelling it was not long before strcams of Chinese civilians
filled the rosds leading to the southern snd.of the Island. Their headlong
exocdus sdded to the strain upon the suthorities (History R.R.C., p. 67). The
situstion with regerd to rice distribution had become extremely grave (Tels 1754
and 1759, op cit). On 15 Dec the Governor of the Colony reported that the most
serious problem wes the control of the Chinese population (HQMS 8902, Tel GS 363,
Canmilitry to Defensér, 15 De¢ 41), It wes becoming increasingly d.irficult to
retain the services of the great mess of Chinese workers, The majority of the
transport drivers emplcyed by the irmy disappeared. Thus, even before trans-
portation routes were severed, the distribution of ammunition and supplies was
eriticelly intermpted (Ibid)

Chinese drivera are only reliabla when a
Buropean N.C.O. 2nd escort is with them.
Some have been using their trucks for/un=-
authorized purposes such as moving effects
of weelthy Chinese to and from various mrts
of the Island.

("C" Foroe th,c Report, Pe 9)

113, 4 nurber of subversive proraganda leefléts were dropped by ensmy
planes over the centres @f civilian population and military positicns (HQMS 8902,
Tel 1737, Fervour to Defehsor, 9 Dec 41), These carried distinctive appeals to
the various groups st whose morale they were respectively directed, -- the
British troops, the native Indien soldiers end the Chinese civilian population
(Paotoatatic copies of Japanese propezends leaflets, as supplied by Majer

E.E. Denison, Brigade Major "C" Force, are on file HQC 5393 - 13, See elso
-A-Pln ”E“)o !

14, The Island authorities took counter-measures, Propagenda wes cir-
culated to the effect. thet Chinese Goverament troops were advancins to the eaid

= In Saptemher 104R Tiout_fan Sakni was oxscuted at Chungking as a war
eriminal.
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of the Colony, although actually it was reslized that "they could not be ex-
pected to exert any real influence before early January" (Tel 1775, op cit).
An attempt was made to enlist the co-operstion of Chinese secret socisties in
dealing with the disturbed civilian populsee (Tel 1767, op eit)., The arrest
of a prominent Chinese merchant for defegtist taplk was reported to heve had an
excellent effect on curbing that type of subversion (HIES 8902, Tel 1781,
Fervour to Defensor, 18 Dec 41),

mus5. ° While the defenders of the Colony were thus prepering for the in-
vasion of the Island that now appesred imminent, the General Stoff in Ottowa
requestod -and received a War Office aphreciation of the situation in Hong Kong
and the possible future developments (HQMS 8902, unpumbered Tel, Defensor to
Canmilitry, 14 Dec 41, and Tel GS 2877, Canmilitry to Defensor, 15 Dec 41).
The War Office presented a purposely gloomy view of what wes an "undoubtedly
serious situation", While the present garrison of Hong Kong was of a strength
econsidered proper to hold the Island only, ond "should be capable of prolonged
rosistance” - reserves for 130 days were available - the possibility of early

" relief was ccnsidered remote, since the situation in Malayn was "expected to '

deteriorate seriously rather than improve"., The naval and air forces réquired
for the "advence from Singapore” could not be diverted to relieve Hong Kong,
The frecdom of action through the whole of the Far East thet the Japanese had
won by the severe setbacks imrosed cn allied air and sea power permitied them
to reinforece any particular operaticn at will, With relief impossible the
future task of the Hong Kong Garrison must be "to inflict the maximum dsmage
on the Japanese" (Tel G3 2877, cp eit, For full text of the War Office message
see Appx "F"), = o i

THE ENEMY LANDINGS ON HONG KONG (18/19 DEC 41)

116, The. bombardment that Pollowed the second refusal of the Jopanese
demands for surrender increased in intensity on the evening-of 18 Dec, 1ite
greatest force being directed against the eastern section of the Island's north
shore. Shortly after 2000 hours the enemy, employing small boats towed by ferry
steamers, effected a landing under cover of darkness, on Nortk Point and in the
Tai Koo (2554) area (HQMS €902, Tel 1797, Fervour to Defensor, 18 Dec 41;

Naval Message 523, Admirelty to N.3.H.Q., 85 Dec 41; W.D,, Fortress H.Q., p. 1l.
Of interest is an extract from the Japan Timcs Weekly, 17 Sep 42, which gives
the citation for bravery of a Japanese officer, Lieut Zempei Masushima, who

swam ashore at Tai Koo on the evening of 17 Dec 41 and reconnoitred suiteble
8ites for the subsequent enemy lendinga there and at North Point. A copy is on
C.M.H.Q. file 24/Hong Kong/1- (Hist), under date of 9 Mey 46). The landing
partiss overcame the resistance of the 5/7 Rajput detachments who were manning
the coastzl pill boxes and the infantry defence positions slong the waterfront .
(Meltby Despatch, &Appx "D", 5/7 Rajput Report, p. 9), Then they fanned out to
the east and west end advanced up the valleys leading to the high ground in

the centre of the Islend, By mornirg they had infiltrated as fer as Wong Nei
Chong and Tei Tmm Gaps (HQMS.8902, Noval Message 525, Admiralty to N.S.H.Q.,

19 Dec 41), From the Governor cf the Colony, Sir Mark Young, a challenging
message went out to the defenders of Hung Fong: *

The time has come to advance against the
enemy. The eyes of the Empire are upcn
you, Be strong, be resolute, and do your

best,
(Naval Message 523, op eit)
117, From the beginning of hostilities on the Island the two Canasdian

battalions were virtually segregated from each other, R.R.C. formed part of the
East Brigede, under the command of Brigadier Wallis, while ¥Wpg Gren remained
under the Canadian Brigade H.Q., now designated West Brigede (see para 101),
After the first day's operations the two brigedes were completely separated by
Japanese penetrations that cut the Islend in holf, Information from Cansdian
sources regarding the operations above battelion level is extremely meagre, and,
in the case of the East Brigade, it is virtually nil. As far as West Brigade is
concerned, the loss, early during the; siege, of the three senior officers of
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Brigade Hi%. resulted in the cbsence of eny suthentic reccord of the manner in ‘
which the Conadion command functioned. (The Steff Ceptzin, Captein H.A. Bush,
who compiled the Report, "C" Force Hao dquarters *nd Detnils, wes separated from
his brigsde hendguarters from early on 19 Dec 41, Op cit, p. 10), In these
circumstances it appesrs cdvisable to decl with the oparntions of each Canadien
battalior separately, This i3 a comparctively simple maotter in the Lastern
sector, where for.the majority of the fighting R.R.C. was virtuslly the only
infantry uhit employed, The picture in the west was more confused, In general
the main source of material used has been the reports prepasred by the surviving
regimental officers, chocked against- the baockground of the Moltby Despateh and
the Epst Infontry Brigede War Diary. Vherever possible the narrative has been
linked with the situstion reports thut continued to come from H,.Q. Gh,m;x Commond
during the confused seven dcys of fighting cn the Island. e : ,

R.R.C. OPERATIONS - (1)
nC" COY'S ACTICN AT LYE MUN (18«19 DIC 41)

.

118, In the original disposition of R.R.C., "C" Coy was essigned to the

Lye Mun Arca, in the north-eua‘t’.em corner of tha Iglend (see para 81). Placed
under command of O.C. "C" Coy were the four plotoons of reinforcements, -- 9R
from "4A" Coy, 12R from "B" Coy, 15R from "C" znd 16R from "D", It may be observed
thut in the rre-arranged defence plan the role of "C" Ooy with these reinforce-
ment platoons wes thaot of Battalion Reserve and Seeurity Force in ccae of rioting
in the nearby Chinese-town of Seu Xi Wen (W.D., R.R.C:, December 1941, p. 12),
Parasdoxically enough this was the first Cancdisn compeny to suffer casualtiea '
from Japanese shelling, and the first to engoge the cnemy on Hong Kong Islend,

119. £t soms time between 9 and 15 Dec the three reinforcement platoons
from "A", "B" and "D" Coys rejoined their respoctive companies, On 16 Dec
waterfront defence positions occupied by "C" Coy between Fak Sha Wen and cau Ki
Won were taoken cver by detachments of 5/7 Rajput (see para 102),  The completion
of this rellef left R.R.C. with ne troops on the northern waterfront (Ibid, pp 20,
21). "C" Coy was now defending the ares between MNt, Parker (256525) and. Sai Wan
Bey, with Company Headquerters at Lye Mun Gap on the Island Road (Ibid, p. 23).
Within this ares were two military postsd, the unoceupied Lye Mun Barracks (2675%7)
to the north, and Spi Wan Fort (270530) on the east, an old walled stronghold
menned by a 6“ how battery, with gn A.4. battery site close by. Outside the
company arec, to the north-easst, wes Pek 3ha Wan Fort with s battery of two 6"
coastal guns manned chiefly by Chinese gunners undor British officers =nd N.C.Os,
(No, 4 Bty H.K.ViD.C.). On the night of 15/16 Dec there had been an extremely
heavy bombardment of the barracks and Fok Sha Wen, under cover of which an
attempted enemy lending weos reported, ™C" Coy had rushed reinforcements to the
R.4. battery, but the enecmy, estimated at from one to three companies in strength,
ran inte such hesivy nochine-gun and nrrtillery fire that those who were not sghot
.4n the water rnpidly withdrew without effecting o landing (W.D,, East Inf Bde,

op ¢it, p. 12),. '

120, At 2030 hours on 18 Dec Sai Wen Fort was.reported occupied by Fifth
Columnists or Fapenese invoders. Entry to the Fort had been gained by a subter-
fuze. It was customery each evening nbout darkness for a truck-load of Chinese
cooliss to drive from Seu XKi Wan up to Sai War, where they were employed in
hendling shells for the A.se. guns, At 1945 hours the Sentry et the junction of
the Lye Mun ond Island Roads reported thet a second -truck, holding about 30 men

had gone through, headed towards Sgil War Fort (W.D., R.u.G., Detember 1941, p. 23). x

= The R.R.C. War Diery infers that the "coolies” in the secmnd truck were
Fifth Columists or Japanese soldiers, It reccrds mcre then one instance of .
the enemy wearing ccolie dresa, '

dnjor Bishop...ran into a patrol comingz from the
¢irection of Sai Yan Fort, ns they were throwing
hard grenedes, 4t one of the platoon pesitions he
cpened into them with Tommy Gun., Accompanied by
t.0cott he went to investigate the result and found
seyen dead Coolies threec of which were in regular
J"*panse uniferm end four in ecclie dress, two were
wsering arme-bends with Crowns,
(W.D., d.R.C., Decenmber 1941, p.24)




121, Sai Wan Fort stood on high ground overlooking "C" Coy's positions,
and the eremy's presence there ccnstituted a distinet threat tc the defence
of* the area, s counter-attack was hastily orgenized by C.C. "C" Coy (Mzjor
#.Ae Bishop, E.D.). Shertly after 2230 hours 13 cnd 15R Fls attacked the Fort
from the east side. - The approach by road from the north wes under fire from
Lye Mur Barracks, which had by this time been occupied by the Jupansse, In
the face of the perpendicular twenty-foot brick walls, the attempt to enter
the Fort fuiled (Ibid, pp 24, 25). In the meantime 15 Tl, which had been sent
forward to clear Lye lun Barracka wes driven back to the main rocd by heavy
fire., To the west 14 T1, which h&d been helding the left flank scuth of Sgu

' Ki Wan, came under attuck from Mt, Parker, It becamc necessary tc draw all

platcons back into e close defensive position about Lye Mun Gep (266523) (Ibid).
Heavy cesuzlties are believed to have been inflicted on the enemy, os the fires
ir Sau Ki Wor threw them into bold relief whenever they stced ur to advance
(Ioid,, r. 51).

1228, Jopanese lendings continued throughout the night. a8 enemy troops
poured ashore ot Morth Foint from laden jurnks, barges, mctor launches and
ferriea (Maltby Despateh, sppx "B", p. 36). 5/‘? R::jrut on whom the full force
of the onemy's initiol attnel: hed fallen, fought gollantly until they had
suffered henvy casurltics {nll British officers cnd most asenior Indinn officeras
being 1ost) and were overrun (Maltby Despoteh,.ps 9)s "4t O30 hours on 19 Dee
nge Coy received crders directly from Brir-de Hesdguarters (which hed been |
esteblished with R.R.C. Bn E.Q. ot Toi Tam Gey) to fall beck half o mile along
the Island Rond. This retiroment, through the norrow defile presented diffie
culties, The cuter secticns were moved first o short distonee glong the water
"catehment" on the slopes of Mt, Frrker, tcking up o position covering the

road to permit the evecnstion of cnsuclties. (These catehments consisted of
culverts six to ten feet deep. running srcund the mountain sides at high levels,
to cstch the torrential rainfesll, end praduclly slopingrdown to the reservcirs.
At this time of the year they were dry end they provided the 3"1;!" ese with eansy
ccvercd aprroaches tc gll the high points on both the Island and ‘the Mainlend, —
! RE Gren Re*gont, De 3«) This slow procedure wos repeated step by step until all
positions hed been cloarcd., -

It wos carried out with comparctively few
casunlties considering the conditicn of the ik
‘men, none of whom hod had 2 hot meel for five
. days owing,to the destruction of the ccoking
- crrangements.  They had been deoirg ‘centinuous
nmrnmg for over a wae}- with no chanee. to sleep
but in weapon pits. OScme would P£511 down in the
roadwey and. go to slesp, and it tcnk several
shakings to get them: Eoitzg n.gcin.

(u.n., RWR.C., Ducember 1941, p. 52)

Captain F.T. Atkinson, thé R.R.C. fdjutant, 1‘ecej.v'ie'd_the li1itary Cross for the
"energy, initistive and cournge” he displayed in selecting under fire "C" Coy's
new position and for undértzking-similar hazardous duties later in the campaign
(Soncurs and Jwards, "C" Force, Citation, Captain ,.T. Atkinson).

*

123, - The company held its new positic 5 during the mcming of the 19th,
with its left flank drawn back towsrdd B.n Vists, o séuthern: extesnsion of ¥,
Parker which was being Held by an Indfan buttery manning two ‘6" hows - (W.D.,

‘R.R.C., Docember 1941, pe 53). At 1020 hours e further withdrowel to Tei Tam

Gep was crderad, and’ cnrriad out, a8 plans were made for o full battalion re-
tirement, " The-enemy was now in e¢dntrcl of ¥t, Parker (1700 feet high), and
his presehce there made the position of Baottalicn apnd Brigade Hendquarters in
Tai Tom Gap extremely precarious., &t 1300 Lours "C" Coy withdrew with the rest
of the buttalion about four miles south ns Bripgnde H.{. ordered a new defensive
line esteblished betweern Tai Tom Bay and West Buy. . By nightfall the company had
token up defence positions at Jtonley View (241475) on the Island Road socuth
of Stanley lournd. Casunlties in the first eighteen hours of. creraticns had been
heavy. "C" Coy snd attoched perscnnel went intc netion at 2200 hours 1€ Dec
with 5 officers end 172 O.Rs. st 16C0C hours cn 19 Duc 64 mern answersd roll
call and four officers were pressnt (Ibid). For the skill end ocurage he

LY
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displayed during "C" Coy's action in Lye iurn Gap the Company Cormander was
ewerded the D.SIC.

Maojor Bishcp, with great skill, so manosuvrgd
his force that, althcugh hesvily outnumbered
and forced to retire slowly, he wes zble to
prevent tho enemy penetrating intc Tai Tom Gap
and soved the situaticn from turning into a

complote dissater,
(Honours ond % , "C" Force,
Citaticn, Major Wells .rnold B:l.ahop, E.Dy)

> R.R.O. ommm»rs - (2)
* THE £CTICN ON LT, TARKER (15-19 DiC 41)

124, As soon as it become opparent to Brigode Hesdquarters thot enemy
troops werc advancing inland to the west of the R.R.C. positions, Lt-Col Home
roceived orders thot his pionser platoon on Bom Vista should proceed with all
heste to the top of Mt. Parker, with the objeect of reinforeing a plutoon of

No. 1 Coy H.K.ViD.Cy there and holding the high ground against Japanese attack.

By midright 5 F1, with two pcctions of 2 F1 attacked, was cn its way to begin
the steep nscent of-Mt., Farker, end o platoon from nam Coy’ (¥¢. 9) had left

Wirdy Gep tec occupy-the Boa Vista position (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941; p. 2e).
Due tc Some error the H.K.ViD.C., platcon "understcod that they were being re-
lieved, and insisted on leeyving as scon es 5 Fl arrived" with the exception of
one N.Ci 01. and two men (I’:igi_, I 27). : :

125, At 0300 hours Captair W.F, Clarke, 0.C. 4 F1 R.R.C,, was ordered to
toke command of the sub-units alresdy despatehed to Boa Vista and Mt, Parker,
together with a platoon (No, 16) brought from "D" Coy in the Obelisk Hill crea.
With this composite foree Captair Clarke was to co-ordinate the defence of
Porker Ridge. 16 Pl was moved to Boa Vista. There had been no news from either
5 or 9 Pl, and it was not until daylizht (0700 houra) that the latter platoon
was discoverod on the eestern slope of Mt. Perker, hopeleassly engaging a force
of same 150 JapenesSe Who were holding the summit with a light field piece,

9 T1, badly mauled, retired to Boa Vista, its withdrowul being heroically covered
by ‘the Platoon Oomnnder, Lieut C.A. Blaver, who wes aworded the Militery Cross
(Honours and Awards, "C" Force, Citatiom, Licut'C.A. Blaver). A4l1 personnel of
5 F1 and twc Sections of 2 Fl had been oithaz_' killed or captured. No further
attempt was made to take Mt, Parker, Instead Caprtain Clarke®s party wos ordered
to hold Boa Vistc until 1200 hours, in.order to cover the evacuation of R.R.C.
end Be H.Q, from Tei Tam Gup. rfith the aid of =n additional plstoon (Neo, 10)
suprlied by "B" Coy -- this compary had been ordered up to Tai Tam Gep from
Stcne Hill ot first light -- the composite force remaired in position cn Boa
Vista until 1300 hours, when evacuation from the north and east was completed
(W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 36). In the attempt to keep Mt, Parker out of
eneny honds H.Q. Coy had lost 29 killed or ecaptured; while the survivers of

9 F1 whern it ,rejcincd "A" Coy et Stone Hill thet afternoon consisted of the
plotoon commander and“12 O.Rs, (Ibid, p. 29).

126, - In nuthcrizipg the Commander East Brigede to withdraw hia foreces to
the south, General Maltby had regard to the facts thet the enemy's positions on
Mt. Forker seriously threatened the combined Brigade end R.R.C. Hendquarters

end HeQ. R.A,, PBast Group ot Tni Tam Gap; that "infantry available for rein-
foreing in thla aren had been employed towards Mt, Parker and were now out of
control™; ond thot in the event of = serious enemy atbtack there existed the
danger of not only losing these Headguarters bhut of cutting off gll trocps in
the area Collinson Battery - D'Aguilar Peninsule - Obelisk Hill (Moltby Despateh,
Appx "B", pi 39), The Brigede Commander's spprecintion of the situntion further
noted that Tai Tam Gap was beginning to come under artillery fire, probably
directed from observetion posts.on Devil's Peak end Sai Wen Hill. The piecemeal
use of platoons had proved valueless, ns the Japenese now had an estimated
strength of two battalions with mortu rs in the srez, and steedy reinforcement
wos proceeding. Operaticns ecgeinst the enemy could be more effectively carried




. all units on the east side of the Island was well under way, a8 "B" Coy R.R.C.

 The infantry end artillery menning positions in the Sheko,Peninsula were with-
- drawn Safely by lorry ond or foot to the rcad junetion at the Gap after the

ieontinue in operction against 1@.:1&!1&:1 targets uﬁ;er the withdrawal of the
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out by crenting a strong mobile reserve from all cur troops ncw seattered from
Stanley View to Sheko (W.D., Enst Bde, rp 29 - 31),

127, : Bhortly :*ftar ‘midday the evacuation of Headquartars East Bde and of

was placed nstride the Island Rond scuth of Tei Tam Gap to cover the retirement.

“héevy guns at D'iguiler and Collinsén hed beén demolished. (Brigedier Wellis
has pointed cut that these two coastnl batteries were cbandoned without his
orders, They were in self-ccentained, stromg forts, and he had expected them to

infontry. - Notes on Interview with Brizedier C. Wallis, 3 Mey 46.) It is of
intercst to note that, geoording to informatitn received by Cancdiasns from

Jopaness officers nttar the capitulation, the original enemy plan on the east

side of the Islond-hAd boen for a twe-pronged thrust, one to Deep Water Bay ond

the other down the Sheko Peninsula, The strong resiatanoa that was met at Lye

¥un Gap'is thought tc have dcterred the enemy from moking the eastern thrust,

and his genercl line of ndvence was. through Scnatorium Gop (2452), between

Mt. Butler (245524) and Mt, Faorker (Intervieu with Mojor E.E, Denison. Bie Major {
"C" Foree, at D.N.D., 17 Dec 45).

128, During the withdrawal there cppesrs to have been unnecessary loss

_ of mobile srtillery, a8 in some enscs verbal orders were not correotly carried

out, Batteries were put out of anecticn instend of the order being followed to
get out of cetion, '

It will be seen later the terrible handicap
resulting from the loss of these mobile
batteries, This lcss wunt 2 long way townrds
preventing East Brigade from joining hends -
with Vest Brigode, a8 the Infantry always
found themselves confronting the enemy in

' commending rositicns and were without the
necessary covering fire support in nssault,

(.Ds; East Inf Bde, pe'34)

- 129, Ll;t(. thot afterncon (19 Dec) the sastern force was holding Stanley

Peninsula a¥d the hills to nortiward os fer &8 s 1ine running east and west
through Stanley Mound (Nnval Message 525, op cit}. R.R.C. positions were now os
followa: BEn H.fj, in the shclters at St':r.e 111 ; previously occupied by "B" Coy;
HeQs Coy at Palm Villo (see pera Y08); "A" Ooy st Stone Hilly "B" Coy on
Sugar Loaf Hill (246486); "C" Coy ot 3tenley View (see para 123); and "D" Coy
on Jtanley Mound (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, pp 29—5@). Ble HeQ. wos ostablished
at Stone Hill, to make use of the existing telephone exchange there. While a
sitrep for 19 Dec refers to the Stanley Lren &8 being held by "one battalion of
Canrdions, two companies of Indian infartry and e seruteh force of artillery
and M,Gs." (Naval Messago 525, op eit), Canndian gecounts of subsequent opera-
ticns include no reference to the. anplﬂy*cz. of Igdian troops in this sector,
(A few Rajputs, who hed been e= ytured by the Japenese ond driven nhead cof the
advancing enemy, maneged to escape and jcirn the Stanley Force, These were the
only Indien trccps in the Stonley Avea, -- Wollis Interview, op cit.)

R.R.Co opmanmqs - (B)
COUNTER-ATT.CKS TCWARDS WONG NI cwom (ao-aa DEC 41)

Fl

130, Two courses of offensive action now lay open tc the Enst Brigade, - to
counter-nttrek norttwords through Geuge Besir (246511) in order to recapture i,
Butler end Jardine's Lookout, or to attempt to effect a junction with the British
ond Conadian forces in the western helf of the Islend by rroceeding to Vong Nei
Chong by the uepuise Bay route (W.D., Zost Inf Bde, pe 31)., Alternatively the
Cenadian battalion and the few attached troops might remain dofensively in
positior awaiting furthér enemy attacks, prepared to withiraw completely within



the Stanley Peninsula for a last-ditch stand, There was sdditiornally a not too
remote possibility of heing ealled upon £o repel Japanese landings on the south
coast, Hnemy asctivities had been observed on Lamma Island, and it eppears that
the British command expected, even after 18 Dec, that a landing might be
attempted from that direction (Interview Major E.E. Denison, Brigade Major

"C" Force, at D.N.D., 17 Dec 45), Bde H.Q, was Still in commnication with
Battle Box, and receiving its orders directly from H.Q. China Command. In the
gitrep of 19 Dec above referréd to the G.0.C. i8 quoted o8 gaying: "I hope to

be in a position to launch a genersl counter-attack tomorrow at dewn" (Noval
Message 525, op cit). ;

181, . Brigadier Wallis decided'to push forward by the Repulse Bay route,
The unexpected withdrswal of H.Q. No, 1 Coy H.K.V.D.C. from Gauge Basin had
rendered impossible an advance by theat line. Bounded on the north-east by
reservoirs through which the passsge was-a narrow road, and later & footpath,

and flanked on the south by hilly, thick-wooded country which rendered movemsnt
well nigh impossible, such an attempt could only have ended in disaster. The
move would have been across the entire front of the enemy, who were in commanding
positions from Mt. Parker to Jardine's Lookout (7,D., Eost Inf Bde, p. 34).
Accordingly; early on the moqning of 20 Dec R.R.C. received orders that "A" Coy
should lead a brigdde move westward along the Island Road past Repulse Bay,

132, "A% oy, followed in order by "B", H.Qs and "D" Coys, moved off at
0800 hours, "C" Coy, still suffering from the effeocts of the Lye Mun Battle,
remained at Palm Villa, occupying H.(. Coy's positions (#.D., R.R.C., December
1941, p, 40). "A" Coy was warned that the enemy wes holding the garcge of the
Repulse Bay Hotel, and the company wes ordered to brush aside any weak opposi-
tion and continue to Wong Nei Chong. The advsnce guard ran into enemy resistance
at Repulse Bay, but by 1100 hours the Hotel Garage had been cleared and the
company hed taken up defensive positions in the Repulse Bay Hotel (229492) and
in a large private residence just beyond, Costle Bucliff (228492). The advence
could make no further progress, 4An estimated two companies of Jopanese with
machine-guns were in commending positions cmorng the hills above the road, The
Repulse Bay Hotel was occupied by many eivilians, including women ard children.
"A" Coy now received orders by telephone direct from Fortreme Headquorters that
the Hotel must be held at all costs until séme scheme had *beer devised for the
safe removal of the civilian personnel (W.D., Fortress i.Q., pe 18).

153, - At 1600 hours the 0.C. R.R.C, ordersd "B" Coy, which had been following
"A" Coy in the battalion line of march, to attack through "A" Coy's positions

and clear the rosd west of Castle Bucliff. Before the assault could be launched,
however, orders ceme from Brigasde Headgquarters to the. effect thut the battalion
sdvance wWas ¢ancelled, and that "B" Coy would return to Sugar Loaf Hill (W.D.,
R«R.C., December 1941, p. 40). Or the maorch back the company's orders were twice
countermanded, and darkness had fellen before the unit reached its bivouac area.
H.Q. Coy, which had halted on the outskirts of Repulse Bay and had remained

there in waiting all day, was ordered back to its Folm Villa positions in the
late afterroon. "A" Coy continued to hold the Repulse Bay Hotel end Castle
Bueliff.

134, At 1100 hours on the morning of the 20th, when it was seen that "A"
Coy was encountering stiff opposition at Repulee Bay, Brigedier VWallis and
Lt-Col Home reconnoitred the situantion,’.and it wos decided that "D" Coy, which
had been brought up from the rear positicn to the bridge (233492) east of the
Hotel, should attempt to reach iong Nei Chong across country by way of the east
sidé of Violet Hill (Ibid, p. 38), Use of this clternstive route had received
corsideration in the Brigsde Commander's verbal orders to Lt-Col Home for the
day's’operations. As so little information was aveileble regarding the eneny's
progress it had been felt necessary to let the choice of routes depend on the
development of events as the advance proccsded (W.D., East Inf Bde, p. 39). The
country was entirely unkmown to anyone in "D" Coy, nor was any informstion
available about Japsnese dispositions in the area, but 2 map route was decided
upon, and at 1100 hours "D" Coy, commanded by Major M.A, Parker, moved forward, .
with a section of 3" mortars from H.Q. Coy attached, (W.D,, R.R.C., December 1941,
De 38) An exceedingly stiff climb was followed by moves of some 2800 yards
through two water cstchments which ran generclly in 2 north-westerly direction,
The leading platocn engoged with bren gun fire an enemy battery at Gauge Basin,
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inflicting heavy casualties., Then the gonpany came under fire from Japanese
troops on Violet-Hill, Artillery estimated at 75-mm wss being employed by the
eneny, The mortar detachment, having carried their heavy weapon all day with
no opporturity of using it; "decidsd-to dismantle it, and did so, sesttering

I'it down a Steep emban!ment. The sight was destroyed and the weacpon made com-

pletely useless" (Ibid, pe. 41). The Compery Commander decided thet it wes
impossible to pet across the open zround that lay to the gast of Wong Nei Chong
Gap, and the abtempt to reach the West Brigade was.mbandoned., D" Coy reached
Stanley View at 2300 hours snd took up positions fcr the night at the Chung Hum
Kok Food Stores- (Ibid, ps 59).

135, Any further attempt to reach Wong Nei Ohcng by way of Violst Hill was

* considered mpracticable and a new plan was decided upon.

LPter careful conaidemt,ion and goisg over

" the situstion with own staff and 0.C. "Q"

Bn (R R2.C.), the Bie Comdr was of the
conaidared opinicn that Violet Hill and
Middle Spur positicrs weére oceupied in too
great strength-by the enemy, -who held .

. dominating well concealed positions, to be
ovicted hy troops with S0 1ittlé treining...
without strr;ng artillery supports Such
support could not be given., (The Stenley
guns, 942" or 6" at Bluff Hi,.could not bear.
The 3.7" hows were cnly get.ting into poaition
ard sorting equipment and were unable to
fire at this time,) There was reascn to
believe the enemy were not so strong between
Tai Tam Tul: and Gouge Basin, It never had
been ard never would be the Bde Comdr's
pelicy to give up trying to fight forward,
nor did 0.0, "DM Br thinf otherwisc it was
felt:* The Ble Comdr considered .it the Bde's
duty and one with some hope of succeas if
carried out with determination to try a

. fresh plan, i.e. attack through Tui Tam Tuk,

e thereby relieving the rressune on West Bde
and Repulse Bey ares, and endeavouring to’
make contact with West Bde.

'("J:-Dc, Egat Inf Bﬂ.e, De 44)

(The foregoing apprecistion by Brigedier Wallis is quoted at length as setting
forth his positicn in orderinz a counter-attack through Gauge Basin zlong a
route the use of ‘which had “:r.'evicusly been regarded as inviting dac. ter. See
para 131.) = 5

136. Confirmation of the new plan was received from Fortress H.Q. late on
the evening of 20 Dee, The G.0.C. issued the following order to Brigadier
Wallis: :
' (a) .Hold what you have, i.e, Repulse Bay Hotel,
(b) Do,what you csn to get .?c‘ng Nei Chong Gap
via Gauga Ba
(¢) Use your bren®un carriocrs boldly in recece.:
(d) Boldness will pay, especielly if you get on
the enemy's rear.
- (%.D., Fortress H.4., p. 19)

137. At 0630 hours on 21 Dec the Brisude Commander met the Battalion Staff
of R.R.C. and s1l Conpany Commanders (including 1 cnd 2 Coys H.K.V.D.C.) and
issued orders for a battalion ecunter attnek (less "A" Coy) to be made north
from Palm Villa along the Island Road snd Tei Tam Reservoir (2451) Road towards
Gauge Basin, with Wong Nei Chong Gap as the ultimste objective., The R.R.C. War

Y ———

¥ "D" Bn wes R.R.C; "E" Bn was Wpg Gren /
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Diary gives the follmfng orgenization for the eolurmm of march:

Advanced Guard, No 1 Coy E.X.V.D.C.
Venguard, "B" Goy R.R,C. lesa two platoons.
Moin Guard, D" Coy R.R.C.

¥ain Body, Bn H.l. ond "C" Coy, R.R. C., and
bal . 2 COy Hh .V.D Go

The Advanced Guard was placed under the comnd of Mejor T.G. Mociulay, D.C.M,,
E.D., 0.C. H.Q, Coy R.R.C. (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p, 42).,® Three British
officers - Major C.R. Tenpler and Capt Bompas, R.Z., F/Lt Thonpson ReLeFe =

were detailed by Brigadier Wallis to act under the Advanced Guard Commender "to
stiffen and speed up the operation" (W'.D., East Inf Bde, p. 48). The left flank,
at Notting Hill (253489) and Bridge Hill (£52491) was to be cleured and protected
by & small foree under Captain W.F. Clerke (a platoon of H.Q Coy and a detach-
ment from No, 1 Ccy E.K.V.D.C.), On the right 2 F1 R.R.C. was to clecr Red Hill
(261486) above the rord (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p, 42).

p 7 R In briefing the R.R.C. officers Brigadier ¥Wellis told them that he
considered failure on 20 Dec was partly due to:

(n) Slowness in Bn inter-communication, all
messages having apparently to be passed
by runner. Thet runners cften did not
return, ;

(b) Theat in Adv Gd fighting ALL Comdrs must
' be mueh further forward tq see for them=
selve8 ond aveid long distences for runners.

(¢) That tactieal handling of Coys had been
foulty as they were kept to the road and
low ground enabling the enemy to pin them
by fire from the high ground.

(@) . That much grester energy and speed were
/ necessery, use being made of 3" and 2"
mertars to dislodge opposition.

(W.D., East Inf Bde, p. 45)
139, At 0915 hours the Advanced Guard moved off from Falm Villa, Fifteen
minutes later thée leading platoon ran into strong opposition at the crossroads

(255493) south of Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir. At the same time rifle and machine-gun

= Brigadier Wollis lists the order of merch rather differently:

Adv Gd Comdr:- Mojor Maciulay, R.R.C.

Tps:~ Carriers No, 1 H.K.V.D.C. g
4 Noe 1 Coy (less carriers)
Coy "D" Bn, " Mortar Dét:

Main Body:~ "D" Bn HeQe ond Adv Bde H{. €lose at
hand. _
One coy "D" Bn and 3" Mortsrs
Yo, 2 Coy H.K.V.D.C.
One Coy "D" Bn.

’

. (#.D. East Inf Bde, p. 47)
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fire ceme from Notting Hill on the left.ond Red Hill on' the right. The |
advanced guard became hegvily involved, and orgenized an attack on Red Hill,
The force detailed. to clear Bridge and Notting Hills, having found the enemy ‘

. too stiong to cope with, eallsd for reinforcements, aid "D" Coy was ordered

to the left flank (W.D.,”R.R.C., December 1941, p. 43). 4n attack on

Japanese positions on Bridge Hill, led by Lieut F.C..Fower (who won the
Military Cross in this action), was pressed home with great vigour., By 1200
hours Notting Hill and Bridge Hill had been suceessfully clehred of JTapanese,
and shortly nfterwards enemy enfilade fire from Red Hill ceased., At 1300 hours
the Brigade Commander Teported to the G.0.Cs that "he was very worried over the
terrible slowness and lack of training of "D" Bn, but that they were really
doing,their best that day at any rate and fighting gamely" (#.D., Bast Inf Bde,
Pl 50 . 4 . 3 5 ¥

140, . The odvance was resumed, but it was ngain halted by mechine-gun

fire from the Tai Tam Cressroads, A 38" mortar brought forwerd on & truck went

into getion with good effcet, and at 1400 hours the Japanese position was

rushed with two bren carrders and all available troops (about 30 R.R.C. ond
H.K.V.D.C. personnel), The attackers came under ¢ rain of hand grenades (many

of which failed ‘to explode) but they sugceeded in eapturing the position and .
wiping out the enemy there (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p, 44). (The

carriers employed in this attack were two of the three used in operations on

the enst side of the Island. They were under the command of an officer of ,
H.K.ViD.C,, Lieut HZdwards, cne of thcém bsing operated by a crew of R.R.C.
personnel, See para 310.5

141, The road on the west side of Tai Tnm Tuk Reservoir now appeared

.clear of enemy troops, but the R.R.C. advance hod broken down as the verious
- eompanies had all beccme involved in flank actions and were holding their

positions on the hills abeve the road., At 1700 hours Japanele light tanks

‘movinz down the -Island Rood from Tai Tam were ongaged py the advanced guard

and by machine-guns on Bridge and Notting Hills, and were driven off after a

brisk éxohang,e of fire, At-1B00 hours any attempt to advance further north

was abandoned a8 the Bpigade Commonder wae forced to the conclusion that he

-must again horbour his troops in their former positions (W.D., Eest Inf Bde,

P. 51), '"D" Coy retired from the hills cn the left to Chung Hum Kok for the
night, "C" Coy returned to defensive positions at Falm Villa; with "B" Coy
going to Stanley View and Stanley Mound, The platoons of H.Q. Coy remained

' attached to other-companies (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 45), Of the dny's

operation the Chind Commend . comhunique reported:-.

Yesterday counter-sttacl: ‘from Starley
townrd Tai Tam Tuk failed nlthough
ceptain number of eénemy killed ot cost
of sbout 100 Cansdien cesualties. <
(HQusS £902, Tel 301, Admiralty to
Defensor, 23 Dec 41)

142, One more asttempt wo8 mede by forces of the East Brigade to brealk
through to Wong Nei Chogg. This wes a counter-attack made on the night of
21-22 Dec¢ by "4 Coy R.R.C. frem its positions at Repulse Bay. The company was
now isolated from the rest of the battalion, but it had telephonic communication
with Battle Box. "A" Coy passed from the control of 0.C. R.,R.C, st 1500 hours
21 Dec, when an officer .of the R.A. (Major C.R. Templer), detailed by Brigsdier
Wallls to take commend, arrived at the Repulse Bay Hotel with reinforcements
consisting of two infantry platoons (1SR Fl of "G" Coy and & composite platoon
from Bn H.Q., .Rn}-\'..c. )’ two machine-f«‘.lm det_vf‘!cn‘ﬂmts (HOKOVOD ICO"' two carriers
end two lorries (#,D., R.R.C., Docember 1941, p. 44). For the next two days
0.C. "A" Ooy (¥Major G.A. Young, M.C., V,D.) received his orders both from

Major Terpler ond direct from Battle Box {Ibid, pe 47, BSee clso Notes on g
Interview with Major Young, at H.G.. M.D, No, 5, 22 Mar 46),

| .- . -
1434 Early in the day, on ordsrs from Fortress H.Q., "A" Coy hed sent.
two platoons (8 and 9) to patrol northward alons the road towards Wong Nei Chong,
and to reinforce "The Ridge" (227507). This was & house about 400 yards south
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of the Gep eeat of the main road, used as an Advance Ordnance Depot, and which
was being held by a group of about ‘100 Rs~.0.C. 2nd® R.4.3.C, personnel (W.D.,
Fortress H.%, p. £2), By mid-afternoon No, £ Fl was at "The Ridge", and No, 9
at "Altamira" (Spanish Villa), a house on the_ot.l_:er side of the road. "A" Coy
now received orders from Major Templer to procéed to Jardine's Lookout, a high
hill (1350 feet) 1000 yards beyond Wong Nei Chongz Gap. It was captured by the -
Japanese on the hight of their first lendings and had been the objective of un-
successful Gounter-attacks by Wpg Oren (see para 167).

"

144, A8 the sttucking force moved off from Repulse Bay Hotel an anmm’—
tion truck znd.the two carriers were. almst immediately Xknocked out by enemy
fire. The party procesded in lorries up *the Repulsc Bay Road to the bend (226511)
south of the Tolice Station, picking up 9 Pl on the way. Although the routs

was under Japanese obaervation the force was not molested, perlaps beczuse the

- enemy wished to drasw mors troops into ambush, The attaek was organized and was

lsunched a2t 1700 hours, Major Young having a foree of approximately 350, con-
sisting.-of 7 and 9 Pls "i% Coy H.Q.; and the two reinforeing platoons bmught
by Major Templer, The assault ageinst the strogzly held Gap was unsuccessful,
"i" Coy withdrew t6 Spanish Vills for the night (Mnltby_ Despatch; Appx "B",

Pe 52, and Interviaw with Major Young, op cit).

143, Shortly after midnig,ht two platoons (B and 9) were despatched, on
orders from Fortress H.Q., to the vicinity of the fork (223490) wherec the Repulse
Bay Road joined the Island Road., (Inter-communication was still possible over
civilian telephone lines.)® They were to teke possession of a catehment there
which was Suspected of being used by the enemy as a supply route, at 0200 hours

“the two platoons were ambushed and heavily attocked, 8 Fl took up a position

in "Overbays House" (221493) overlooking the Island Rosd, The remnants of 9 F1
withdrew to the Repulse Bay Hotel (W.Ds, R.R.C,, Detember 1941, p. 47). )
0400 hours "i" Coy wags ordered forward again to "The Ridge". The only forces
now remaining to the%oml':-any, Commender were 7 I'l, Coy H.Q., und the platoon (15R)
attached from "C" Coy. With these liajor Young oceupied "The Ridge" at first
light under desultory fire, During the day (22 Dee) the gnemy inereased his
attempts to dislodge the defenders from their rosition., Farly in the afternoon
word was received from the G.S5.0. (1), Colonel Newnham, that as "The Ridge"

was surrounded, it would bec advisable for the defenders to surrender. ssresulte
ing breck—out by the British troops preciritated a heavy Japaneae attack,
supported by mortar and machine-gun fire, which wns driven off after threo
hours of heavy fire from both sides.f (Iotgrview with Major Young. op cit)

Just before midnight Major Young, reanlizing that his position was rapidly be-

‘coming untenable, and feeling that no useful pirposc was being served by this

occupation, withdrew to Sucliff Cestle. 8 Fl, ordered early in the day to re-
tire from "Overbays House", had fought its way back to the Hotel under cover of
darkness,® losing eight men killed on the way (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p,47)

146, Lzte on the night of 22/23 Dec orders were given "A" Coy to retire
to the R.R.C. battalion srez orn Stone Hill., A China Command sitrep for 23 Dec
announced :

Garriscned Hotel was evacusted by Stanlay

force last {night) as surroundsd gnd

urtenable, and smell party of women ard

children unable to walk hed unfortunately

tc surrender, -
(HQUS 8902, Tel 60010, Trocpers to
Defensor, 24 Dge 41)

" R.R.C. officers cenerally spoke in Freonch when using the civilian
telepiione lines as a precaution sgeinst successful eavesdropping by
the enemy (Interview with ¥ajor Young).

#  lojor Young stutes that on receipt of Colorel Newnhem's message Lt-Col
R.A.P. NePhorson, Re4.0.C., who was in commiznd of the British
troops at "The Ridge", decided to risk = bresk-oyt through the
énemy lines, He was killed ir the dtiempt. 3Major Young felt that
chances of getting through would be better after dark, ond held

the Canedions in their positior. (Interviow with lijor Young, op cit)



It was decided that the best chance of rejoining the battelion lay in splitthui
up into small groups. & sand 9R Fls were despatched before first light (23 Dec),
end they succeeded in infiltratirg through enemy-dominoted territory to rejoin

the battalion at Stone Hill, The-balance of the compeny nnd attached troops

(about 100 a2ll ranks) concentrated at Caatle Bucliff at 0500 hours and from

there attempted, by brecking up into small parties, to moke their way to Stone
Hill by various routes. The evaggation was carried out with some losses. (The
bodies of two ; mboon eommenders were later found with hands tied and throats
"cut: - Interview with Mnjor Young.) A few escaped by swimming across Repulse

Bey (77.D., R.RiC., December 1941, r. 51)., Major Young cnd 34 othsr ranks

waited until rightf2ll and then mnde their wey by boat across the Bay to H.M.S,
"Thracian", which wes lying aground off Round Islend (2146) in West Bay (Ibid).
They remained on board for two days, and after dark on Christmas night attempted
to reach Stanley Feninsula in Carley floats, On finding the Fort occupied by
Japanese the party turned back to Lamme Island, They finally surrendersd at
Telegraph Bay (1651). From the personnel of ".." Coy who reached Store Hill on
23 Dot a composite platcon was formed and attached to "B" Coy R.R.C. (Ibid, ps 51).

R.R.C. ‘OFERATTONS = (4)
THE WITEDRAWAL TO STANLEY VILLAGE (23 DEC 41)

147, ~ Por the remsining companies of R.R.C. in the Stone Hill - Stanley
liound area, 22 and 23 De¢ were incressingly difficult days which sew the
Japanese lanunching a succession of attacks upon their positions. Sugar Loaf Hill
was taken by the enemy et noon on the 22nd, with detnchments of 1 Mx losing two
Vickers M.Gs, there, and having a gun crow at Falm Villa wiped out. A number of
irdividunl acts of bravery were porformed by persomnel of "C" Coy, R.,R.C.,, who
recaptured the guns and put them all back into action against the enemy., By
nightfall Suger ILgaf Hill had been regained in 2 spirited aszeult (Ibid, p. 48).

148, In the meantime "B" Coy (reinforced by a platoon from H.Q. Coy and
two from "D" Coy attached) on Stanley Mound had come under héavy shelling and
mortaring. Japanese night attacks with hand prenadea and baycnets were three
times repulsed, until ammunition woa running short, and only one bren gun re-
mained in actionm, "The men were exhausted from thg unaccustomed hill climbing
and from the wearing of heavy and unsuitables battle dress.  The battalion had

no pack equipment for carrying food, mortars, mmmunition, etc," (Maltby Despatch,
Appx "B", p, 55.) "B" Coy was finally forced to evecuate the.top of Stanley '
Mound end retire to new positions on jts south slope (¥.D.,, R.R.C., Docember 1941,
P. 48),  Eorly on the mornirg of 23 Doc the compnny launched a counter-attack on
the Mound, supported by an artillery and machine-gun barrage., fnemy penetrations,
however, hed reached Stanley Viaw, south-west of the Mound, and fire from "B"
Coy's left flank broke up the attampted counter-attock {Tell 60010, op cit).

14'9. At 1700 hours on 23 Dec orders,were given fpor a generzl battalion
withdrewal to Stanley Feninsula, ' BEighteen officers were now either killed,
wounded or missing, ond the strength of tho battalion (less "A" Coy at Repulse
Bay) was only 350 =11 ranks, The 0.C. RR.C. reported "that his men were ex-
hausted and he felt they would fight better on the flatter ground around Stanley
Village™ (¥.D., E=st Inf Bde, p. 629, "B" Coy was,sent to Chung Hum Kok in

order to provide protection for the battalion's left flank, In the retirement
half the company missed its way, and errived in Stanley Village. = About 65 all
‘ranks occupied the i.,i. Fort at Chung Fum Xok (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p, 51),
The remaining companies (less the missing "." Coy) with Bn H.4. took up poaitiona
on Mary Enoll (245473) and in Stanley Villagzé ncross the narrow neck of the
Peninsula, Headquarters of Stanley Force was esStoblished at Stanley Prison

(Ibid, pe 53). (On the morning of 22 Dec the garrison at Stanley had been placed
under command of Brigndier Wallis, who kad organized three defensive positions

in depth, each of which w=s tc be held to the last, =- V/.D., Bast Inf Bie, pe 56.)

150, There was still telephone communication with Commend H,Q., and on
. the morning of 24 Dec, following comsultation with Coneral Maltby, it was decided
that R.R.C. should be relieved that night, snd would move down into Stenley Fort
HU to rest, Relief of the unit was corried out by gomposite units under officers
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of 1 ¥x and H.K.V.DeG The Chung Hum Kok force, consisting of two platoons of
"B" Coy R.R.C. and a mixed platoon from "a" Coy, remained in its position under
heavy pressure from the enemy, An attempt early on the 24th by 10 and 11 Fls,
on orders of the Force Commender, to rejoin the ecupany at Chung Hum Kok failed
under enemy M.G, fire, and the two platoons returned to Stanley Village. Tae
same evening a-setond attempt to relieve "B" Coy failed, when a detachment of
Nce 2 Coy H.K.V.DiC, was ambushed on its wl to Chung Fum Kok (#.D., R.R.C.,
December 1941, pé 55). Esrly.on Christmas merming stragelers got through to the
hefs Fort, uhich by that time was virtually surroundsd (W.D., Bast Inf Bde,

Pe 73)s :
R.R.Cs OPER.TIONS - (5)
qwr:mmwxs ON STINLEY VILLAGE (24 DEC 41)

151, The relief of R.R.C. brought the battalion a brief respite. from
the incessant fighting in which it had been involved from the evening of 18 Dec,
FPersonnel were in a state of extreme exhaustion.

Men and officers were falling asleep any
time they weren't in motion, and whenever
a-sub-unit halted for sz minute or so

> individuals hed to be kicked awake again.

(#.D., ReRsCs, December 1941, p. 56)

But the pariod of rest was not to be of long duration. Late on Christmas Zve a
heavy artillery and mortar bombardment on the forward and support areas was
followed by an attack in which the enemy worked his way down the east and west
beaches, and moved from house to house through the centre of the Peninsula., As
there was grave danger of a breal-through the Force Commender ordered Lt-Col

" Home to occupy the high ground immediately north of the Fort, overlocking Stanley

Prison and Stanley Village. By 0400 hours "C" Coy had moved up to occupy the

" positions ordered, During the morning a partial reorganization of the battalion
- took place, as "A" Coy was reconstituted, and a new H.'. Coy formed of rifle

platoons, with the signals and mortar platoons retained intact (Ibid)

- 152, Thrcughout the early hours of Chriatmaa Day the situation ateaéily

deteriorated.,. A second enemy attack which developed at 0300 hours drove the
defendors back to the vicinity of the eross roads (262463) west of Stanley Prison.
In the circumstances the Force Commander decided that "early, deliberate counter
attack was essential", Accordingly, at 0830 hours he issued orders for a
company attack to recapture the area east' and north-east of the Prison that had
been lost 'during the night, The attack was to be supported by fire "by sll
weapons in the Rescrve Line which could bear," (But unfortunately, owing to

the configuration of the ground, no artillery support was possible. The-932"
battery gt the south-east tip of the Feninsula could not shorten: further left
than Red Hill, while the 6" guns at Bluff Feoint could nct ergage to the right
and south of Stanley Mound,) (¥.D., iast Inf Bde, Pe 75.)

153, The Battalion Gommander detailed "D" Coy for this duylight operation,
In the words of the unit war diary:

About 133C hours "D" Coy commenced the attack
unsupgorted by any artillery or additional fire
support., In sbout thres quarters of an hour

"the attack had eome to = halt, the company
suffering, as foreseen, terrible casualties B
amounting to 26 killed and 75 wounded, end

without hoving dislodged the enemy from their
positions in the bungalows., Jhout 1700 hours

after having collected their wounded, "D" Coy
returned to Stanley Fort,

(W.D., R.R.C., Docember 1941, p. 57.)

* \
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154, During the afterndon it became apparent to the Force Commander
that a further enemy attack might be expected that night, by-passing the Prison,
which was 8till in the hands of the defenders, and-penetrating to the Fort if
possible. Reorganizing his defences, Brigadier Wallis gave orders for ancther

company of R.R.Cs t6 relieve R.A. elements under Major Templer, who were holding

the road at 248459 to the left of "C" Coy's positions (W.D., East Inf Bde,

P« 80), At 1800 hours the reorganized "A" Ooy began to move forward along the
road in full view of the Japanese on Stanley Mound, from whose positions the
road was being heavily shelleds Suddenly, as a car flying a white flag came up
the road, all enemy fire ceased; but not before the leading platoon of "A" Coy
had suffered casualties of six killed and twelve wounded. The "Cease Fire" Was
egativaljy ordered as it was learned that an armistice had been in effset since
1500 hours that afternoon (W.D., R.R.C., December 1941, p. 58, )%

155, During the week's campaign in the eastern sector of Hong Kong
Island the bulk of the fighting - after the destruction of 5/7 Rajput as en
effective unit on the first night - had been done by R.R«C. Heavy casualties
had been inflicted on the eneiny;: particularly in the operations near Tai Tem
Tuk and in the successive attacks. upon Stenley Mmh. From the Japanese
themselves cams & tribute to tlia defenders., - vy '

About the 121:11 J'Ei:n 1942 Lieub-Gﬂneral
Kitojima, Imperial Aa.'tillery, Japanese
Army, visited North Point Camp, He
' congratulated us on our stubborn defence
of Stanley, which he said was well
c.arried out on a sound plan,

w

18 _ (W.D., East Inf Bde, ps 86)

wpc- GREN G?ERATIONS - (11
THE ACTION OF THE FI.YIING COLUMN m'.mom (19 DEC 41)

156, It is now necessary to go back a week to recount the operations of
the other Canadian battalion on the west side of the Island. On 18 Dec sub-units
of Wpg Gren were in the positions which they had occupied on the outbreak of war
(see para 80), As the battalion faced its new front towards the narth-east, on’
the left flank were 2 R.3, in the Mt. Parish (209530) - Wan Chai Gap area, and

a company of 1 Mx on Leighton Hill, linking up with 5/7 Rajput at Tai Hang and
North Point, To the left rear, in the City of Victoria was 2/14 Punjab, No. 3
(M.G.) Coy H.K.V,D,C., held positions from Stanley Gap (234515) to Jardine's

L]

F The formal capitulation of Stanley Force was not ordered by Brigadier
Wallis until early on 26 Dec, He giVea the following explanation of the
delay: |, \
On the arrival of the White 1'5:&3 ‘party, ghich
consisted of Lt.Col, R,G. Lamb, “RyE,, and -
Lt, J.T. Pl‘yor Ft, H.Q. st&ff Bri.g. Whlliﬂ - .
debated with, himself as to whether he should T
accept their verbal instruetions to surrender,
‘"Could I trust these two excited officers?
Surely the G:0,C. would have given me some
confidential warning to enable me to destroy
: * ' "big guns and impoertant equipment in time...
A _ After scareful considerption I decided I could
TR not surrender.at a time when this action
% < ., seemed.to bé ioeally unwarranted, without
' “ wpitten confirmation.” This happanéd at
2000 hrs., The Bde Major, Major Harland,
.2 R.S., was despgtched with the returning
White ¥lag party to obtain confirmation or
otherwise, He returned with written authority,
and about 0230 hrs the Bde Comi ordered -the
“hoisting of the White Flag and the Cease Fire
for STANLEY FT.
: (W.D, Eest Inf Bde, p. 82)




- Commander wes killed while covering the withdrawal with a bren gun. 'The third
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Lookout east’of Wong Nei Chdng Gap (Maltby Despatch, Appx "E", p 1l). On its
return frém operations on the Mainland "D" Coy Wpg Gren had resumed its former
station with Brigede Headquarters at Wong Nei Chong, and the Xeserve "E" Coy
had rejoined Battalion Headquarters at Wan Chai Gap. On Brigadier Lawson's
orders flying columns had been organized from platoona of 'HiQ. Coy Wpg Gren to
be available at a moment's notice (see para 105). These platoons were billetted
in" three houses (203520) on the lower Mt, Cameron Road, imnediately south of
Wen Chai Gap (V_Jng G:‘an Report, pe.9)e

157, Shortly after 3000 hours on 18 Dec the enemy was raportad to be
landing on force on North Point and in the Tai Koo area under cover of heavy
clouds of smoke from burning oil tanks, Brigade Headquorters immediately -
advised Wpg Gren Battalion Headquarters end ordered the three flying colwms
to be sent out to méinforce the area of the landing in case of a break<through.
A platoon under Lieut L.B. Corrigen proceeded to the road junction (218519)
north-west of Wong Nei Chong Gap, where it remained throughout the night,
coming under mortar and M.G. fire from Jerdine's Lookout, Lieut G.A. Birkett :
led his platoon to Jardine's Lookout, reaching his objective shortiy before
first light. The smsll force was heavily shelled and attacked by supsrior
numbers of the enemy, end forced to withdraw from the hilly The Flatoon

flying column, commended by Lieut C.D. French, was ordered to Mt. Butler, a
1350-foot hill rising between Jardine's Loolqout. and Mt, Parker., Heavy enemy
opposition repelled the attack, and the platoon withdrew to join "D" Goy at
Wong Nei Chong. Lieut French was killed during the action (Ibid, p.. 9).®

. WEG GREN OPERATIONS - (2) | _
mA" COY'S ATTAOK ON JARDINE'S LOCKOUT (19 DEC 41) ; | g

. /

158, At 0200 hours on the mgrning of 19 Dec "A" Coy, which was o¢cupying
defence positions at Little Hong Kong near the main Island Magezine, was called 2
to Bde H.Q. Its posts were taken over by Royal Naval pérsonnel from Aberdsen ol
(Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 35). One platoon in outlying positions towards '+ '« |
Bennett's Hill (200507) was ordered to follow the rest of -the company as -
rapidly as possible. In its place a platoon from "D" Coy was attached to "A" i
Coy. At 0500 hours the Company Commander, Major A.B. Gresham, was ordered by
Brigadier Lawson to engage the enemy on Jardiné's Lookout, with a view to -
meking an ultimate move to'Mt. Butler (Wpg Gren Report, p.:9). (It may be
observed here that in both sectors of operations in which the Canadian battalions
were engaged sub-units frequently received orders direct from the headquarters

of the brigsde in which their parent battalions were serving. )

159. ' Reports of the subsequent action are somewhat confuseds It appears
that part of "A" Coy pushed right through to Mt, Butler, and captured the top

of the hill soon after first light, which was 0700 hours, The:position was

held for two or three hours, when & heavy enemy counter-attack+ forced a retire~
ment towards Jaerdine's Lookout and Wong Nei Chong. Throughout the dey large’
numbers of Japaness troops poured over Mt, Butler from the north and north-east, .
and the Canadian company was surrounded and heavily committed. Fighting con-
tinued well into the afterncon, .’ Shortly after 1500 hours Major Gresham was shot
down when attempting to surrender with the remmants of his force, All officers
were eitler killed or severely wounded, and "A" Coy was yirtually wiped out (Ibid.
See also D.N.,D, file H.Q.C. 5393=13, Statements of Survivors regarding the Denth
of 0.S.M, John R, Osborn, 30 May 46).

160, During this ill-fated -action of "AY Coy there occurred an example of
self-sacrifice and heroism of the highest order, H 6008 Compeny Sergeant-Major
John Robert Osborn led a part of his compeny, which had become separated from

F

F 3 According to the Maltby Despatch a platoon ‘of Wpg Gren reached a point
(237524 ) between Jardine's Lookout and Mt, ButYer, It is referred to as a
platoon of "D" Coy Wpg Gren (see para 164) but, judging from the time given
(0200 hrs 19 Dec) it is more likely to have bean Lieut Franch'a flying
colum, (Maltby Despatch, Appx "D", p. 2) :




the main body, to the top of Mt, Butler, end captursd the hill at the point of
the bayonet, holding it for thres hours., When the position became untensble,
owing to the superior numbers of the enemy end o concentration of fire from an

~ufiprotected flank, the party fell back to rejoin the Oompany, while Osborn
single-handed engaged the enemy to cover the withdrewal,

During the afterncon the Company.:: wos
completely surrounded by the enemy, who
were able-to approach to within grenade-
throwing distance of the slight depression
which the Company were holding., Seyeral
enemy grenades were thrown which Company
Sergeant-Major Osborn picked up and threw
back: The enemy threw a grenade which
landed in a position where it was impossible
to pick i1t up and return it in time. Shouting
.,a warning to his comrades this gallant
- Warrant Officer threw himself on the grenade
which exploded killing him instantly., His
self-Bacrifice undoubtedly saved the lives
of many others. - -
(Honours and Awards, "C" Forcs,
j Citetion, H 60(8 Earrant Officer
' Class II (Company Sergeant-Major)
. John Robert Osborn, The Winnipeg
: L Grenadiars)

His Majesty The King was graciously pleased to approve the award of the Victoria
Cross (posthumously) to this gallant soldier., (Although the award of this V.C,
was one of the last to be announced - April 1946 - C.S.M. Osborn was actually
the first Canadien in the 1939-45 War to win the Empire's highest decoration for
bravery. )

161, The remaining platoqn'of "A" Coy (Lieut A.W. Prendergast) on arrival
at Brigade Hesdquarters was ordered to construct a rosd block near Tai Tam
Reservoir., (The loss of "A" Coy was now reelized et Brigede Headquarters.) The
platoon met stiff fighting at the Japanese-occupied Police Station ot Wong Nei
Chong, where it was joined by a party of Royal Engineers under Lisut-Col R,G.Lamb,
brought up from Little Hong Kong (Mcltby Despateh, Appx "E", p, 2). After an
unsuccessful attempt to reach the Reservoir, during which many casualties were
suffered, the survivors of the platoon returned to Battalion Headquarters at Wan
Chai Gep, where they arrived at 1300 hours on 19 Dec (Wpg Gren Report, p. 9).

WPG GREN OPERATIONS - (3)
THE .ATTACK ON "D" COY AT WONG NEI CHONG (19-22 DEC 41)

162, -  As soon as it was lesrnt at Brigade Headquarters that Japanese
forces had effected a successful landing, the Brigade Commander ordered the
destruction of all important non-essential files and documents, and preparations
were made for a move from Wong Nei Chong to a new headguarters which had pre-
viously been chosen on Black}s Link (the track leading from Wong Nei Chong Gap
to Wan Chat Gap)., This alternative site was south of Mt, Nicholson (219515),
about half a mile west of the Repulse Bay Road., At 1000 hours 19 Dec, by which
time enemy troops were in positions on Jerdine's Lookout and Mt, Nicholaon over=
looking Wong Nei Chong Gap, Brigade Headquarters at the Gap was evacuated

("c" Force H.Q. Report, p. 11). But in the withdrewal the mejority of the

i
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Headquarters staff became casualties.® It appears that at this time the
Brigade Major, Major Lyndon, wae the only staff officer ‘with Brigade Headquarters.
,Some time earlier the Brigade Commander had sent the Staff Captain with verbal

"' orders to "D" Coy's position, ahd the latter was instructed to remain with this

Wpg Gren company to see that Brigade Headquarters had covering fire during its
withdrawal up Mt, Nicholson (Ibid, pp 10, 11). Shortly afterwards (about 1000
hours) Brigadier Lawson reported to Fortresa H.Qe that his own headquarters’
shelters were overrun, that firing into them was at:t.ualiy taking place at point
blank range, and that he was going outside to fight it out (llaltbx Despatch,
Appx "B" p. 36), He was killed outside his headquartera, either by a:shell or
by a sniper's bullet. (No eye-witneas reports of the Brigadier's death are
_evailable. Information regarding the time and place 'have been supplied by
Captain Bush. See also repOrt of Hon Oaptain U. Laite, €.C.3., who described
finding Brigadiar Lawson s body.) _

163, . - From_ this time (1000 hours 19 Dec) Brigade control of the units in
the west of the Island was lost until 1200 hours 20 Dec, when Colonel H.B. Rose,
M.C., H.K.V.D.C., was appointed Brigade Commander, West Bde, by General Maltby
(Maltby Despatch, Appx "A", p. 28)., In the interval Wpg Gren took orders
direct from Fortress H.Q. The move of the Canadian Bde H.Q. to Black's Link
Road was never completed. :

“"Major Lyndon, Bde Ma jor, returned to "D" Coy,

' Wpg Gren shelters, on the night of 20 Dec 41, _
He hsd lain on the slope of Mt, Nicholson since -
the morning of the 19th, when Bie H.Q., was
evacuated. He raported that Mt: Nicholson ‘was
occupied by the enemy and he had been unsble to
get through their lines, On his return to Bde
shelters he had «tried to communicste by p.hone ¥
40 Battle H.Q. but the telephome had been .
destroyed beyond repair before evacustion., He
then mode his way to the Coy positions on the
opposite side of the road...In the evening

of the 21st ] Major Lyndon edvised Lieut Black-~

wood he was going to attempt to get through

the Japanese lines to Bn H.Q. at Wan Chai. But

shortly after this Major Lyndon was killed et

the position.

' ("C" Force H.Q. Report, p. 14,

Statement by Lieut T.A. Blackwood,
Wpg Gren)

164, On its return from the Mainland on 13 Dec "D" Coy had occupied the
Wong Nei Chong company positions, placing outlying platoons (17 and 18) in the
area north of the Gap -- between Stubbs Road and Sir Cecil's Ride. Early on

19 Dec the company was reinforced by a platoon of 20 men from Belcher Point,
commanded by Lieut T.A. Blackwood, This platoon, "D" Coy H.Q. end 16 Pl were
concentrated at the ‘company's defence shelters (227514) across the road from
Brigade Headgquarters. At 0800 hours 19 Dec the two forwerd platoons engaged the
enemy, but were outflanked and cut off from Gompany Headquarters. They continued
to fight independently under the:lr platoon commonders until their positions

= The Staff Captain's Report refers to these casualties:

Lieut, Blackwood and Q.M.S, Pacey A.F.T.S. {irmy
Physical Training Section § gonducted a search
through "Shelters" on E, side Bluepool Road and Bde
HesQe¢ and had found some emmunition, together with
Bren Guns, During this search of Bde shelters,
Lieut Blackwood came across Cept.G.M, Billings,

e R.C.C.S. with some of his staff wounded. There
was a number, of wounded lying on the hill above
Bde H.Q. {Mount Nicholson). These were collsoted
and brought dowmn to "Shelters.”

{"G“ FOE'GB HCQ. Rﬂmrt. P. 12)
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were overrun, whereupon survivors made their wey back to Bn H.Q, at Wan Chai
Gep (Wpg Gren Report, p. 10; 8ee also Maltby Despatch, Appx "E", - p. 1).%

- 165, "D" Coy's main position was of vital importance to the entire de-.
fence picture as it commanded the only road across the Island. It now came
under attack from three directions, -- frontelly from Wong Nei Chong Police
Station, on the right from Happy Valley west of Jardine's Lookout, and on the
left from the slopes of Mt. Nicholson behind Brigade Heasdquarters. The Oompany
Commender, Ceptain A.S. Bowman, was killed while successfully driving out enemy
snipers from a troublesome position, When the Second-in-Commend, Captain R.W.
Philip, was wounded, the command devolved upon Lieut Blackwood, By midday
the strength of ull ranks in the "D" Coy position had been reduced to an
estimated 50 or less ("C" Force H.Q. Report, p. 11)., The garrison had besides
its rifles four bren guns, two Thompson sub-machine guns and a plentiful supply
of ammunition (Wpg Gren Report p. 10). With these heavy casuslties were in-

"flicted on the snemy on Mt,. Nicholson as the defence was continued during
20 and 21 Dec. . : '

166, Two attempts by other companies of the battalion to relieve "D"
Coy had failed (seesparas 168 and173): Early on the morning of 22 Dee (0500
hours) the enemy blew in steel doors and windcw shutters of the shelters with
a 2" gun, Lieut Blackwood was again wounded,’ and several more other ranks
became casualties. Ammunition was by this tims very low, and permission was
given to two small parties to retire to Battalion Hessdquarters.” The with-
drewals were completed successfully, although with casualties. - (The Brigade
Staff Captain and the Brigade Signals Officer, Captain:G.M. Billings, both of
whom had been wounded, had .succeeded in making their way from Wong Nei Chong
to Wan Chei Gap after-dark on°20 De¢ -- "C" Force H.Q. Reporu, p. 13,) A4t
0700 hours 22 Dec, when ammnition, food and water were exhausted, and with 37
wounded men in the position, Ceoptain Philip decided to surrender what was left
of "™D" Coy (Wpg Gren Report, p. 11).

167, It 18 estimated that "D" Company's heroic stand cost the attacking
forces more than two hundred dead, and certainly the overall casualties in=-
flicted by this small body of men must have proved a serious drain on the enemy,
The denial to the Japanese of the use of the Repulse Bay Road was of material
assistance inprolenging the defence of the Island generally, For their gallant
end skilful direetion of "D" Coy's stand Captain Fhilip and Lieut Blackwood
were awarded the Military Cross. Three other ranks of "D" Coy won the Military
Medal in the seme action (See Appx "J"). Of this action, Major-Genercl Maltby,
Uommander of Hong Kong ie quoted as saying:

"A company of Winnipeg Grenadiers fought so
magnificently the Japanese believed’ the
sector was held by two battalions. When it
was over, the Nips would not believe they had
been opposed by only one company. They were
incredulous and indignant, and they showed
it by slapping the faces of the Canadian
officers of that Compeny when they interro-
geted them.™ ?

: (Honours and Awards, "C" Force,

Olitetion, Oaptain K.W: Philip)

WEG GREN OPERATIONS - (4)
COUNTER~ATTACKS "ON #ONG il CHONG (19~21 DEC 41) ;

168. On the afternoon of 19 Dec,: after the failure of "A" Coy's attack on
Jerdine's Lookout, H.Q. Coy Wpg Gren was ordered to attack Wong Nei Chong Gap in
an attempt to relieve "D" Coy, which was heavily engaged there. Immediate
objectives were enemy positions in the Gep and ‘at the Police Station, and an
ultimete break-through to Mt, Parker was to be attempted (Wpg Gren Report,

p. 10). This counter-attack was part of a general advance ordered by Fortress
HeQ., with the objective the line Middle Spur (2249) - Wong Nei Chong *

= See footnote to para 157




* a composite H.Q. Coy - following H.Q. Coy Wpg Gren, with the intention of
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Reservoir (229512) ~ Jardine's Lookout, Attacking troops were Wpg Gren on

‘the right and 2 R.5, on the left, On the extreme left two companies of 2/14

Punjab would co-operate by exploiting northwards from Leighton Hill to relieve
the North Point Power Station, which wes being desperately held by the
"Hughesiliers" - a small group of business men whose age (55 or over) had pre=
cluded their admission to the ranks of H.K.V.D.C. (W.D. Fortress H.3., p. 14;

Maltby Despatch, Appx "A", p. 25, and Appx "L", p. 1). H.Q. Coy Wpg Gren was ’

stationed at the time with Battalion Headquarters at Wan Chei Gap, but with
its numbers considerably under strength, Three platoons had already been de-

‘tached as flying colums (ses para 156), Only 40 Grenadiers and eight British

soldi ers were immediately available to the Company Commander, Major E, Hodkinson.
It wes arrenged that "C" Coy Wpg Gren, which was at Aberdeen, would supply a
platoon, and that a company of 2 R.3. would be attached for the operation, A
rendﬁzvoua at Middle Gap (212516) was arranged for 1530 hours (Wpg Gren Report,
(The Mnltby Despateh epeaks of two companies of 2 R,S. - "B" Coy and

joining up with the rest of, their battalion, which wes advancing along Stubbs
Road towards Wong Nei Chong Gap - Appx "E", p. 3.)

169, The Royal Scots were late in reaching the rendezvous and the com-
posite force moved off in open formation along Black's Link without them. One
platoof (Lieut Corrigan 8) was detached to proceed over Mt, Nicholson and thus
cover the left flank, while the main party proceeded down the trail under
enemy fire. Owing to the difficult elimb and the heayy casualties inflicted
by the enemy the flenking platoon reached the summit of Mt, Nicholson with only
five unwounded men, but with this small group Lieut Corrigan made his way down
to a point about 300 yards from the road through the Gap, Here they opened
fire on the enemy, and continued to engage Ilim until dusk, when, with emmuni-
tion exhausted, they retired around the north slope of the hill, The remnants
of the platoon reached Wan Chai at 0200 hours the next morning (Ibid).

170. In the meantime the main force proceeding along Black's Link sur-
prised a party of some 500 Japanese troops being fed and inflicted heavyr
cesualties on them with L.M.G, fire, ILater (1745 hours) the force was held

up at a point (825513) 100 yards short of the Repulse Bay Road, the Royal Scots
party having reported in the meantime. Wong Nei Chong Gap was assaulted from
the south and the south-west by the "C" Coy platoon under Lieut R.A.H. Campbell.
At the same time Major Hodkinson personally led a detachment of four O.Rs, with
a 2" mortar over the south-east spur of Mt, Nicholson, to work in through the
evacuated Brigade Headquarters on the left flank and launch an attack from the
north, A roadblock was cleasred end o footing was obtained in the Gap, and

held with seven effectives and twenty wounded personnel, Contact was made with
D" Coy H.,Q. and Major Hodkinson received telephone orders from Fortress H.Q.
to reduce the Police Station and then attack Mt, Parker (Ibid, p. 11).

171, The attack on the Police Station was organized to begin at 2200
hours, Msjor Hodkinson's plan provided for a frontal assault by a small
patrol, led by himself, to precede 2 major flanking atfack by the remainder
of the Company. Additional fire support came with the arrival from Fortress
H.Q. of two armoured cars mounting Vickers machine~guns, and, although these
were rendered immobile by accurate enemy fire which landed under the front
axles of both vehicles, tha weapons were of use in providing covering fire in
the assault, The attaok wes nevertheless broken up by machine-gun fire and
grenades before the assaulting perty had reached the top of the slope leading -
to the Police Station. Major Hodkinson was seriously wounded end most of his
men became casualties (Ibid), But his daring plan succeeded in part, and the
flanking company reached its objective; to bring damaging fire to bear on the
enemy, whose strength was estimated at one battalion. Mejor Hodkinson was
awarded the Distinguished Service Order (Honours and Awards, "C* Force,
Citation, Major E, Hodkinson.) A

172, The unfortunate lack of co-ordination of planning and action that
existed among the various sub-units in the Wong Nei Chong area during this
period when Brigede control was absent is reflected in the fact that on the
night of 19/20 Dec no less then ‘three separate company attecks were directed
at the Japanese-held Police Station within five hours, and one at Jardine's
Loockout - easch one being independently orgenized snd mounted on the respective




mpany commander's own initiative, The Wpg Gren attack at 2200 hours (19 Dec)
just described was followed et:0200 hours by an unsuccessful assault on the
Police Station.by."B" Coy 2 RaS., which had previously become,geparated from
the Canadians on Bladk's Link. An hour lster stil}l a composité company of

- 2 R.S. (Captain Ford's), which had also followed 'H.Q. Coy Wpg Gren along Black's

Link, repeated the .fruftless gttempt to drive out the enemy. "Ford had'learnt,
earlier, that ‘Hodkinson was preparing to attack the Police Station, but as he
had ‘heard. nothing happen ‘he decided to stage on. ettack with his composits
compeny", ‘In the meantime "C" Coy 2 R.S. hpd unsuccessfully attacked from
Stubbs Road towords Jerdine's Lookout (Maltby Despatch, Appx "E", Account of

Events in the Jardine's Loo - Wong Nei Chong Gep Area, p. 4), Had it been
possible to co-ordinate these®individual efforts into a single plan of concerted

and simultaneous attack it seems not improbable that the objective set by
Fortress:H.Q. might have been resched, As events transpired, the daily situation

-report for 20 Dec iaaued by H.Q, ‘China €Command appears unduly optimistic in

declaring'
Yaaterday afternoon we launched a auccesaful
counter-attock against enemy in neighbourhood
of Wong Nei Chong Gap: Japunese were thrown
back from this keypoint which had previously
been in their harnds for a short perlod oand we
have since maintained our line.

- i : (HQMS 8902, Tel 59713, Trodpars to
- : - ; Defensor, 25 Dec 41)

173, One. more attempt by Cancrdian troops was made to relieve "D" Coy. At
1000 hours on 20 Dec "B" Coy Wpg Gren, which was ‘manning its defence positions’
at Pok Fu Lem on the west side of the Island, received telephoned orders from
Lt-Col Sutcliffe to move to Battalicn ﬂe'dquartera for a counter-attack on Wong
Nei Chong Gep (Wpg Gren Report, pe. 12), "B" Coy reached Wan Chei Gap in the
afternoon, and at 1730 hours moved off to Middle Gap, where the Company Com-
mender, Hnjor HJW, Hook, disposed his platodns for the attack. 11 Pl (Lieut
R.J, Hooper) accompanied by a 3" mortar detachmont was sent around the north
side of Mt, Nicholsonj; 10 PL (Lieut H.E. MacKechuis) and Coy H&Q., with part of
12 P1 (Lieut: H.J. Ybung) in reserve;, followed Black's Link glong the south side '
of the hill, K The jplan of attack wal that ‘the two parties wnuld advence to pre-
arranged pointa on-either side of Mt, Nicholson opposife 4ts peak, and. would
there toke up positicns for the night, preparatory to launching o joint assault
at 0700 hours on the 21st,

174, There is evidence to show that betreaa H,Q. had considered the :
possibility of the impending Wpg Gren operation forming the western thrust of °

. a joint attack on Wong Nei CHong by both brigades (see para 137), But

difficulties wgre experienced in co-ordineting the times for the start of the
opereticn in the two sectora. ' . W \

p %, J
Col Rose's best amdvanteze lay in gttacking - in
the half light snd he had fixed the hour for
0700 hours., There were obvious advanteges in
the two brigades attacking simultaneously, but
Brigedier Wallis was unabls to orgenize his
troops and start his attzack before 0900 hours.
After consultation with the G.3.0.1 it was
decided that the attackers were too far apart
geographically in the iritial stages to have
any effect on each other, Accordingly it was
decided that West Bde should attack at 0700 [}
hours, and East Bde at 0900 hours.

(L‘I.D.J Fbrtresa H.Q., p. 19)

w,

-

= It‘ahoﬁid be noted that the Wedt Bde attack here referred to was
that delivered by the sindle company of Wpg Gren.
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“L.M,G. and mortar. -
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;1'?5. At last light on 20 Dee¢, 10 and 12 P1s ran intc enemy 0ppositioﬂ

on Black's Link near the point (219513) that had been chosen for the night
position, The party retired tc Middle Gap, and "a very miserable night was
spent in the pouring rain with a high cold wind blowing through the Gap.
Everyone was scaked and nearly frozen" (Wpg Gren Report, p. 12). During the
night a count revealed the loss of two officers mand 20 men, Lieut Young was
placed in cherge .of 10 Fl,” which was reinforced from 12 Fl, a reserve being
dispensed with. The advance was resumed at first light, but the leading .
section ran into mines on the road; and the platoon was attacked and driven
back, In this as in other actions the Japenese inflicted many casualties on
the 'attackers by dropping hand grenades on then‘rml higher positions cn the
hillside, ‘While the party-on Black's Link was in action, 11 Pl could be -
seen on the north shoulder of Mt, Nichclson heavily engaging the enemy with

#

Vi .

176. . 'The attagk having failed Major Hook ordered = withdrawal to
Middle Gap, Here the remmants of "B" Coy came under fire from snipers on Mt,
Nicholson, end heavy enemy shelling., The withdrawal was continued along the
north side of Mt. Cameron to Battalion Hemdquarters at Wen Chai Gap. Casual-
ties in the night's operations had besn heavy. All officera of "B" Coy were
either killed or wounded, as were 29 of the 98 ell ranks who had participated
in the action, Among the fatsl cesualtiss were the Pletoon Commanders of 11
and 12 P1s and the Commander of the mortar detachment, Lieut J.A.V. David.

Of "B" Coy's unsuccessful attempt the deily communique from H.Q. Chinc Commenfl
reported : : ' o

Counter-attack by compatty of Wpg Gren to
retoke Wong Nei Chong Gap | also] failed in
face of enemy concentrated morter and L.M.G.
fire.
(Tel 301, Admiralty to Defensor, op eit)

WPG GREN OPERATIONS - (5)
THE ACTION ON MT. CAMERON (21-22 DEC 41) -

KT With Mt. Nicholson in the hands of the enemy a Japenese attack on

Mt. Cameron, the next hill to the west, was to be expected. Mt, Camcron, 1340
feet in‘height, overlooked Wen Chai Gap, the sitg of H.Q. West Bde and Wpg Gren
Bn H.Q. Its retention was of the utmost importdnce. 2 R.3, north of Mt,
Nicholson had been driven back towarde Wen Chai Gap, and any further westward
penetration by the enemy would result in the isolation of the troops (detachments
of 1 Mx, 2/14 Punjab end 5/7 Rajput) still holding on in the Leighton Hill and
Heppy Valley area (W.D., Fortress H.Q., p, 20). Accordingly, on the morning of
21 Dec Major (later Lt-Col) G, Trist, Becond-in-@ommand Wpg Gren, was ordered by
the Battalion Commander to gather all &vaileble men and to hold the hill against
Jepanese advence (V_‘m Gren Report, p. 13), Major Trist mustered approximately
100 ell renks, At 1300 hours, after a hazardous ascent by way of s steep water-
course (through 204519) on the west side of the hill, during which the perty was
harassed by continucus fire from Jeparese heavy mortars and mountain artillery,
positions were occupied on o ridge immediately behind the crest, During the
afternoon end evening Major Trist's force came under intermittent but accurate
enemy fire. Csasualties were inflicted, however, upon Japanese troops on Mt,
Nicholson, and an enemy .mortar position there was put out of action by artillery
fire directed from 2 forwerd observation post established on Mt, Cameron. "It
was extremely difficult to get ammunition end rations up to the positions owing
to the steep, difficult climb, and the fact that Chinese cerrying perties em-
ployed dropped their loads and disappeared immedistely the Japanese began
shelling the water course. Consequently the meén hsd very little or no food
»during the operation" (Ibid). !

178. On the morning of 22 Dec a platoon of Royal Engineers, 20 in number,
was added to Major Trist's commasnd, and the foree on Mt, Cameron was reorganized
on a two-company basis., The R.E. platoon and two platoons of Wpg Gren were
placed on the right under the commend of Licut H.L. White, while on the left

s




‘ment returned to its headquorters at tie sberdeen Industrial Schocl. 4As the
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were three platoons of Grenadiers under Coptain N.O. Bardel (A/O..G. hi® Coy).
During the afterncon the enemy opened o hesvy artillery aml mortar bombordment
on the positions on the hill, and & number of cnsunlties were sustcined. &

- report tc Fortress H.Q. from Gomxmder West Bie stated that "the Canedisn troops

in the Mt. Cnmeron ares were being.bsdly dive-bombed and mortareds They had no
tools ‘with which tc dig in (although the rocky ground made this in any case al-
most impossible), no 3" mortars or bombs, and there was no shelter, and nothing
to do eXcépt stick it out With smoll arms £ire from behind thé rocks" (Moltby

‘Deam'_tg , Appx oo De 54}.

279y ‘e barrage wes reaumed after dark, when the right flank ceme under
M,M.G, and L.M.G, fire, Shortly after 2200 hours some of the enemy succeeded
in bresking through 6n the extreme right, end begen working their way north
along the rear of the Conadien positinns, using o eaptured L.M.G. and 2" mortar
with deadly effects The positions on lit, Cameror. were, evacuated under cover
of dcrlmeaa and shortly afterwards all groops at Wen Chei Gap fell back to lit.

(Wpg Gren %mgg, p. 15): Reports from West Inf Bde to Fortress H.Q.
eerly on 23 Dec, however, defined the situstion o8 follows: :

it tho scme time' (0120 hrs) WEST. INF BDE
reported the loss of MOUNT CAMERON. Our
troops were coming back in disorder., WANOHAI
GAP was being held by RE snd details 2 R.3,
4n effort was being made to rally the troops
at MAGAZINE GAP and MOUNT GOUGH.,.At 0415
hrs Commander WEST Inf Bde reported trocps
twe hundred and twenty strong back at EOUNT
GOUGH somewhat disorgnnized..:dt 0440 hrs
Lt-Col. Field reported Concdisrns rellying at |
. GOUGH HIIL Police Stations

(W.D., Fortresa H.Q., p.. 24)

WEG GREN OPERATIONS - (6)
THE FINAL DEFENCE LINE (23-25 DEC 41)

180, While the action on Mt., Cemeron was taking place, "C" Coy, the only
company of Wpg Gren which had not yet been fully irvolved in operations, wes -
holding its defsnce positions to the south in the Aberdesn ares around the
Reservoirs and at Bemnett's Hill (see pora 80). (Cne platoon, commanded by
Lieut Campbell, hod been withdrawn from "C® Coy to participete in H.Q. Coy's
attack on Weng Nei Chong on 19 Dec -- see pare 168, A further platoon, Lisut
Nugent's, hed gone to assist in the defence of Mt, Cemeron.) At midnight
22/23 Dec the 0.C. "C" Coy, Major J... Bailie, reeceived information that Mt,
Cameron hed been taken by the enamy and that tha Brigade was falling back to
Mt. Gough for a last stand position (Wpg Gren-Report, ps 15). This enemy
occupation placed "C" Ooy's position at sberdean under direct. observation and
fire, and left the company's left flank exposed. It will be recalled that Pok
Fu Lem, to the rear of "C" Coy, had been vacated by "B" Coy on 20 Dec (see
para 172), and this fact added to thé preceriousness of "C" Coy's position.

-y

1€l. In these ciroumstances Brigade Hoodquarters telephoned Major Bailie
to evacuate "C" Coy to Aberdeen Village that Same night (22/23 Dec), suggesting
that insufficient darkness remained to reach kt, Gough, At 0230 hours 23 Iae
detachme"ts of »11 defsnce forces in the ~berdeen area rendezvoused at a road
junetion just rofth of the village, The party consisted of 102 all ranks and
included "C" Coy Wpg Gren (34), R.a,F. (14), R.N. (10), Doeckyard Defence Corps
(43) and one officer of Roynl M::xrinea. Najor Bailie =nd the naval-and DJ.C.
details decided to push on to Mt, Gough that same night; the R.A.F. detach-
Wan Ohai Gep - Aberdeen road was under direct observation from Mt. Cameron for 4
its entire length, the route chosen to Mt{ Gough was along the Island Road by
way of Pok Fu Iam (Ibid). The composite force reached Pok Fu Lam at -first
light where Mnjor Bailie immedintely telephoned Fortress H.Q. notice of his

-
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action, H. was answered by Major-General Maltby, who gave orders for the
Aberdeen positions to be reiaccupied. On being told of the impossibility of
such action (the 34 survivors of "C" Coy were exhausted and without transport)
General Maltby gave orders for the company to take over the Pok Fu Lam position
and hold it at all costs (Ibid, p. 16; and W.D., Fortress H.Q., p. 24).

182, At 1530 hours on the next afternoon (23 Déc) the 0.C. Wpg Gren was
ordered to reotcupy the Aberdeen arca at last light, linking up with 2 R.S.
positions in the Wan Chei Gap area (Wpg Gren Resport, p. 16; Notes on Interview,
Lt-Col H.B. Rose, M.C., 8 & 9 Jun 46, p. 6). At 2000 hours "C" Coy, reinforced
by a party of 80 men under Captain Bardal, took over its former positions at
Aberdeen Reservoirs and Bennett's Hill, establishing contect with R.N. detpch-
ments on its right flank. There was no enemy opposition to this move, the

- Japanese apparently having failed to take asdvantage of "C" Coy's withdrawal of

the previous night, ,The company's line now ran south from the south slope of

, Mt, Cameron to the south slope of ett's Hill., The position protected the

Aberdeen - Wan Chai Gap road, the sole remeining cross-Islend road not in
Japangse hands, Orders were given that the line was to be held at all costs.

A second Wpg Gren composite company, commanded by Major Hook, was apparently on
"C" Coy's left flank, although contect betwecen the two companies was not
established (Wpg Gren Report, p. 16; W.D. Fortress H.Q., p. 27), Bn H.Q. Vpg
Gren returned to Wen Chai Gap, the reserve company of the battalion being
placed at Magazipe Gap (198526) with Bde H.Q.

183, Fighting for possession of Mt. Cameron econtinued, The enemy was
relying upon his artillery &nd acrial attacks to wear down the defenders. The
positions at Magazine Gap and Wan Chai Gap were unenvisble, The surrounding
topography et every "gap" was such that local defence was bound to be restricted
and confined to the gap itself, which thus became an excellent target for
hostile aircraft. (These positions had originally been prepared to stop enemy

exploitetion after a south shore landing.) (Moltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 60,)
A survey of the general situation at midday 23 Dec reported:

Fnemy has slightly improved his position in
the last 24 hours but lines held generally
as yesterday. Troops are very tired indeed,
but spirit generally good and it is under-
J atood that every day's rssistance is of value

to Allied cause...Very heavy shelling, mortaring

. and dive bombing &ll morning, and extremely
difficult to maintein communications, Further
‘fighting will be uncontrolled and confined to
centre of resistance of units as (or and) sub-
units, No water in hand and all men physically

' exhausted after days of continuous fighting.
Very heavy mortaring and dive bombing of Mount
Cameron just reported,with incendiaries setting
all that countryside alight.

(HQMS 8902, Tel 740, Admiralty
to Defensor, 25 Dec 41)

© 184, At midnight 23/24 Dec dispositions of West Inf Bde were as follows.

At the north end of the line the 1 Mx company, although down to 40 effectives,
was still holding Leighton Hjll with six M.K.Gs, On their right was a com-
posite company of 5/7 Rajput, very much reduced in numbers, Alongside them at
the south-east end of the Race Course were the remnants of a compdny of 2/14
Punjab (Major Kampta Prassd's) only 8 strong with two light automatics. 2 R.S.,
with H.Q. at Wan Chai Gap, were holding the northern and western elopes of Mt,
Cameron, the crest of which was in enemy hands. Wpg Gren extended the line,
southwards to the Aberdeen Reservoirs and Bemnett's Hill, "C" Coy 1 Mx (Major -
H. Marsh) was still holding out at Little Hong Kong in an almost isolated

. position, and ammunition lorries were still getting through to the Magazine

there. A new roserve line manned by No, 4 and No, 7 Coys H.K.,V.D.C. had been
established from Mt, Kellet to Mount Gough (Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", pp 60, 61,)
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- 185, On the ufternoon of 24 Dec a further sitrep reported thatt

Enemy have continued heavy attacks with
grenades, morters, artillery and dive
bombers. Royal Scots were driven off
the top -of Mount Oemeron during the night,
but are holding ground on lower western 3
slopes in spite of increasing enemy fire

. end numbers on their front, | '

_ (HQS 8902, Tel 751, N.O.I.C. Hong
: : Kong to Defensor, 26 Dec 41)

The gallant resistance of the Leighton Hill garrison oome to #n end in the
late afternocon as a strong enemy ottack was launched on the position after it
had come under heavy dive bombing end artillery bombardment. There Was now
the danger of a Japenese drive along the north fzce of the Island, between
the town of Wan Ohai ond the Gaps (Maltby Despatch, Appx "B", p. 64).

! 3 _ =
186, In that part of the line held by Wpg Gren two Japanese attacks
were experienced on 24 Dec, At 0930 hours the enemy attempted to teke a small
trench system which was being held on the south slope of Mt, Cameron by a group
of Grenadiers in platoon strength under Lieut Corrigan. The attackers were
driven off after 30 minutes of severe hand-to-hand fighting, in which heavy
casualties are believed to haove been inflicted on the enemy (Wpg Gren Report

p. 17. See also "C" Forcé - Individual Stories, Lieut L. Corrigen, pe Grens.
Late on Christmas Eve a Japanese attack, preceded by the usual preliminary
heavy shelling, was directed against Bennett's Hill, and one platoon was driven
out of its defences,and forced to retire to the Reservoir area, A platoon
under Lieut. W.F. Nugent, however, held its position on the Hill with great
tenacity, repelling the main force of the enemy attack and inflicting heavy,
casualties, A counter-atthick at first light on Christmas morning regoined the
lost ground (Ibid).. For the bravery, leadership end’ ebility exhibited by
Lieut Nugent during his platoon's action he was awarded the Military Cross
(Honours and dwards, "C" Force, Lieut W.F. Nugent).

187, " A %hird and final enemy demahd for.surrender was mgde to the
Governor of Hong Kong early on Christmes Day, ."and answered briefly in the
negative" (HQMS 8902, unnumbered Tel, Admiralty to Defensor, 26 Dec 41), But
by early afternoon the situation confronting the G,0.C. was indeed desperate.
The. water supply for the eity of Victoria had been cut off now for mgre than
two days, and the fighting troops were feeling the shortage (Maltbx Despateh,
Appx "B", p, 57). At noon on Christmas Day bnly 8ix guns of the mobile
artillery remained in action with an aversge of only 60 rounds per gun available
(W.D,, Fortress H.Q., p. 31), Communicotions between unit hesdquarters were
disrupted, as field cablea were burnt up when incendiaries set the hillsides oa
fire, The link with East Inf Bde H.Q. gt Stanley had now been severed, and
consequently no information was obtainable from that sector of the Island
(Maltby Despateh, Appx "B", p. 68)., At midday a concerted Japenese drive began
ageinst oll the positions held by West Inf Bie, 1In the north/'Mount Parish fell,
and the enemy began’ ihfiltratinz through A.R.P. tunnels thet led towards
Fortress H.Qs Wan Chai CGap was taken, ond Magazine Gap was holding out with
difficulty (W.D., Fortress H.Q., pe 31). Bennett's Hill-was surrounded and
forced to surrender, and the Canadian line north of the Eill compelled to give
ground (Maltby Despatch, 4ppx "B", p. 62). 4

i88. Tn these eircumstances Genersl linltby was forced to advise the
Governor that no further sffective military resistance could be.made.

This advance by the enemy along the line of
‘Caps, the possession of these Gaps by him,
thus giving him an open line of advancs to

the Centrsl District, the fall of Benpett's
Hill, the isolation of the forces in Stanley,
the deployment by the enemy’'of such superior -
forces and armament, the exhecustion anfter
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sixteen days of continuous battle with no
reliefs for any .ndividuals, our vulnerability
to unlimited air attack, the impossibility of
obtaining any more ammunition for the few
mobile guns I had remaining, the serious water
famine immediately impending - these were the
factors which led to the ineviteble conclusion,
namely, that further fighting meant the useless
slzughterjof the remainder of the gerrison,
risked severe retaliations on the large civilian
population and  could not affeect the final out-

" come, The enemy drive along the North Shore
wes decisive.,
) , (Ibid) E

189, At 1515 hours a white flsg was run up from the Police Station at

Nt. Gough. The 0.C. Wpg Gren was notified by Brigade Headquarters that the
garrison had surrendered and that troops were ordered to Cease fighting (Wpg
Gren Report, p. 18), On orders from Commend H.Q. emmmition dumps were destroyed
and the battzlion was conceéntrated at Mt. Austin Barretks for the night. After
various moves during the next few days from one building to another in Vietoria,
the battalion wes sent, on 30 Dec, BCross to the Hhinland to take up quarters

in bham Shui Po Camp (Ibid}.

CPERATIONS, "C" FORCE SIGNALS

/!

190. The majority of the Signals personnel of "C" Fprece saw action both

on the Mainland and on the ‘Islands Prior to the arrivel of the Canadian Force

at Hong Kong in November, the Signals organization. for the Colony's defence '
consisted of the Hong Kong Signal Company (6 officers, 175 other ranks, 96
civilian employees), and the Fortress Signal Company H.K.V.D.C., (2 officers, 13
British O.Rs, 100 Ohinese Jointers and Linemen). The latter unit in the main i
consisted or employees of the Hong Kong Telephone Company. In the revised defence
scheme the Canadian detachmeht became the Kowloon Infantry Brigsde Signal Section
(Maltby Despetech, Appx "O", W,D., Chief Signal Officer, p. 1), ‘The period be-
tween the. arrival in Hong Kong apd the outbresk of war was spent in intensive
training, Despatch riders familiarized thémselves with the country, but were
forced to do this in a station wagon, as motorcycles were not released from
Ordnance until 8 Dec (Force "CY"Signal Report, p. 2)s Inatruction in the: :
operation of No,., 18 W/T Sets was given to selected personnel from 2 R.3., 2/14
Punjab and 5/7 Rajput. R.C,"3igs linemen were detailed to various Royal Signals
Line Sections, where their work was carried out under Royal Signals supervision,
On 7 Dec the Canadian Signel Officer, Captain G.M. Billings, was given warning

of a "manning exercise" to be held next dey with the Maiplend Brigade (Ibid). ~

191, As Jopenese aeroplenes weré bombing Kni Tak Aerodrome the "exercise"
went into effect as an operztion. W/T communication using No. 11 Sets was
established between Bde H.Q. in Kowloon and the three battelions in the line,

A D.R. service operated successfully between Bde H,%., unit H.Q. and the ferry
terminels, Line communicstions were maintained at high efficiency by Royal
Signals personnel assisted by Canadisn linemen, . On the evacuation of the Mgin-
land all signals personnel, equipment and vehicles -- with the exception of the .
W/T Set with the Rajputs, which was dastroyed at Customs Pass --were withdrewn
safely to the Island. The Canadian Signols Section assembled at the Island
Jignal Pool at Casa Bianca, on Deep Waten Bay (Ibid, p. 3).

192, On 14 Dee Captain Billings with approximately fourteen D.Rs, and
operators taok over the West Bde Signal Office at Wong Nei Chong Gap. No. 11
3cts detachments were 8ent to the various unit heﬂdquartars in the west half of
the Islend. The W/T net included a Roynl Signals set at Fortress H.Q.

extensive system of bur{ed linc commuications was olready installed (aee para 78).
These lines were often Blown up, but were guickly repaired. The D.R.L.3. al-
ready in operation was extended by the usc of the Conadian despatch riders from
the Mainland. The system was regular and sfficient slthough the riders were
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constantly troubled by fifth colwum anipini, a situation thet grew so'bad
that D,Rs, oventually had to be used in pairs (Ibid, pe 4)s When it was
decided to move Brigede Hesdquarters back from Wong Nei Chong to a position
on Black's Link (see para 162), lines and instruments were installed 'in the
‘alternative position, and all signal personnel not required at Bde H.Q. were

: aant to the new site,

193, The Black's Link poaifion was not used., On the mornirg of 19 Deo

@8 Brigade Headquarters was attempting .its evacuation, Captain Billings beeame
'@ casualty, and spent the next two days with '"D" Ooy'ng Gren in their isolated |

rosition. When Black's Link became untenable the signals detachment there with-
drew to Wan Chai Gap, to join the main Royal Signels body which had by this time
evacuated Casa Biancs. The ville in which they were quartered at Wan Chai was

. destroyed by a shell, which killed four Concdien signalmen, All signals

personnel were then aent to Victorias Barracks, where they were Joined. by
Captzin Billings., Here preparations were made for a lest Stand, and various

‘romnants of Brigade Hesdquarters staff, including R.C.4.P.C., R.G 0.C. and

R.C.A.S.C. personnel, were allotted poaitiens for the defence of thc area under
the Signal Officer. . These positions were manned up to the time of surrender

" on Christmas Day (Ibid, p. 6).

| _ ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES -

194, It is necessary now to turn back a week or two for a guick survey
of the work of the Canadian sdministrative services during the Hong Kong opera-
tions, It will be réealled that at the request of the Wer Office & number of
specialists from various corps had be®n included in the establishment of

"C" Force Brigade Headquasrters. Administration of these detachments came under
the Senior Administrztive Officer, Colonel Hennessy and his steff (see pera 11),.
At the outbreak of war the Aﬁministrgtive Office, had been set up near H.Q. Chins
Command (see para 79). 'The various. brigede details were in general attached: to
appropriate British units ond sub-units, where they temporarily merged their
Canadien identity with.that of the Imperisl troops whose duties they shared.
Only in the case of the Cenadian Chaplain Service, the Postal and Pay Services,

end the C.M.5.C, personnel; wes the work_carrled on under immedieta Canadian
administration, -

195, This administrative control was exercised by Colonel Hennessy and
his staff until 20 Dec 41, On that day No, 8, "The Pesk", the house which had
been assigned as office and sleeping accommodation for the S.A.0., the Field
Cashier and their respective sub-staffs, received a/direct hit from a large-
calibre shell, Captain R.i. Davies, the Field Cashier, was killed instantly,
and Colonel Hennessy was so severely wounded, both legs being shattered, that
he died on the way to the hoBpital ("C" Force H.Q. Report, Report on Death of
Colonel Hennessy - Q.M.3,V.J. lMyatt, W.0. i/c S.2.0. Deteails, p. 2), This
unfortunate incident, coming as it did within 24 hours of the death of Brigadier
Lawson and the disruption of Brigade Héadquerters at Wong Nei Chong, put a
virtual end to Canadian administrative as well a8 operationel control above a
battalion level during the remainder of the operations on Hong Kong Island,

196, The story of the work of the members of the Canasdian Chaplain
Service during the operations on the Island i8 one of cheerful ahd courageous
devotion to duty in the most trying circumstances. Of the three Chsplains of
"C" Force, two (Protestant) were atteched to the infantry battalions, H/Captain
> o Ba.rnett to R.R.C. end H/Captain U. Iaitc to Wpg Gren., H/Captaip F.J. Deloughery
(R.C.) remained with Brigade Headquarters and was assigned to duty at the Bowen
Road Military Hospital ("C" Force Chaplains' Report, H/Captain F.J. DeLoughery,
Ps 2). | In the .days preceding the Iapanoae landings, as long as road commnica-
tions allowed, the padres visited the verious defence positions, holding services
and talking to the men off duty and assisting them with their ‘personal
correspondence, As enemy shelling ard bombing began te send casualties into

the hospitals, visiting the wounded became part of the daily routine, and

» there were frequent calls to.officiate st the burial service,
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197, | ifter 18 Dec the dgmands upon the Cansdian chaplains beceme more

exactings Their work among the wounded assumed more and more of a physical

aspect, as they/undertook the tasks of stretcher besrers and hospital order-

~ lies. On the ecst side of the Island Captein Barnett took up his post at St,

Stephen's College Emergency Hospital (250467) outside Stanley Village. During
the la8t four days of the siege the hospital was shelled frequently, and from

the morning of the 24th it formed part of the front line of defence,. On

26 Dec, efter having undergone the exhausting nervous strain that accompanied

-the surrander on tke previous day, ag Japenese soldiers bayongted the wounded

men in their hospital beds, the R.R.C. Chaplain was forced by the eénémy to
organize the cremation of the bodies of the dead, "I think I cremated about
170 bodies, some from the hospitel, end some from the battle field," ("C" Force

@nsplaing' Reports, H/Captain J. Barnctt, pp 3, 4

198. e Nb,laaa striking was the contribution of the Wpg Gren Chaplain, who
was with the beleaguered "B" Coy at Wong Nei Chong from 19 Dec until its

‘surrepder. on the 22nd (spe pera 166)., During that time; in the, absence of any

medical officer, Captain Laite tirelessly ministered night and day to the needs
of the wounded officers and men in the compeny's crowded cookhouse shelter --
37 casuslties confined in a space fourteen Feet' by twelve feet. His efforts
in interceding with the Japanese after the capture of the post undoubtadly y
saved the livés of many of the wounded who were taken prisoner. The eitation
which accompanied the award of the Hilitary Oross to Captain Laite closes with
the words:

In every respuct this good man possessed ’

the fineat qualities of his Uorps and

cannot be too highly commended for hia

courage end selgless devotion to duty.

(Honours end Awards, "C" Force,
Citation, H/Captoin U, Laite)

1929, . As with the C,C.S,, the R.C,A.M.C, story of the Hong Kong operations
is' one in which officers play the principal part. R.C.A.M.C. personnel who
accompanied "C" Force to Hong Kong consisted, as reguested by th War Office,

of four medical officers and two nursing siaters (see pares 12).  From the raport
of the senior Cangodian medicsl officer, Maojor .J.N.B. Crawford, it would appear
that there 'was a divergence between thia British request and the requiramanta
expressed by the Hong Kong medicel authorities.

) The mediczl people, the "M" Branch, had been
asked what they wonted, They had requested
the two medical officers who would remain
connected with their two regiments, plus a
number of male nursing orderlies. That is
all they wanted. They did not want any
equipment at all, and they did not want any,
additional officers.,.We landed in with

- ! four medicel officers and two sisters,

(Force "C", Reports of Medical Officers

Najor T.N.B. Crawford, B Nov 45) t

200, " There were two military hospitals in the Colony, the British Military
Hospitol at Bowen Road, in Victoria, and the Combined Military Hospital in
Kowloon (for Indian troopa and for Buropean troops suffering from infectious
diseases), Plans were complete, in the event of war, to open emergency hospitals
at St. Stephen's College in the Stanley Peninsula, and at St, Albert's Convent
and the Hong Kong Hotel in Victoria, to serve ns annexes to the Bowen Road
institution. On arrival in Hong Kong two medical officers (Major J.N.B. Crawford
and Capt C.M. Banfill) remained for = time st Sham Shui Po Barracks sttached to
the two battalions with which they had served; one (Capt G.C. Gray) went to the
Combined Military Hospital; the remaining officer (Capt J.A.G, Reid) and the

two nursing sisters were posted to Bowen Road (Ibid).
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201, \ Medical arrangements in the field were carried out by the Hong K
Kong Field Ambulonce (which in peace time was the Medical Company of H.K.V.D.C.).
its work was to clear all casualties from the line back to the regular and  *
emergency hospitals, The Field Ambulance was organized on an area basis into

a Headquerters Company and some twenty or thirty sections, or medical positions,
which were located in shelters in various parts of the Ialand. The task of

these sections was to bring back casualties from the pill boxes and other front
line positions to the med¥cal shelters, where they would receive attention be-
fore being evacuated to hospital®in ambulance cors under the control of H. Q. Coy,

202, Eorly in December the A.D.M.S. posted Major Orawford to the Field
imbulance as Second-in-Commeond, On the outbresk of hostilities, in order that
Censdion troops might have = Oanadian medicnl officer in snoh of their areas
without the pre-arranged organization being dfsturbed, Captain Reid was sent
to the Aberdeen Regervoir position of "C" Coy Wpg Gren, and Captain Banfill
established a small first oid post with two medical orderlies of R.R.C. at Lye
Mun Barrzcks, . Captain Gray continued to serve in the Bowen Road Military
Hospital., Captain Reid remmined with the Wpg Gren company until Christmas Eve
(Foree "C™, Reports of Msdical Officers, Captain J.4.G. Reid, 31 Oct 45).

203, On 13 Dec, when Lye Mun Barracks hed been evacuated because of the
increesing bomberdment from the Mainland, Captain Banfill moved to the out-

skirts vf Sau Ki Wen, where he estoblished o medicel centre in the Silesian
Mission (265533), a building which housed. the. Central Medical® Stores of China
Command, The building also contained @ Civilion Aid Post organized for the

Seu Ki Wen nrea, The position was one of the first te be taken by the Japanese,

It was occupied early on the morning of 19 Dec, 411 R.,A.M.C. and civiliagn male
personnel’were shot or otherwise killed,. including the Canadian medical brder-
lies, OCaptain Banfill alone survived. (Ibid Captain C.M, Benfili, November 1945)

They kept Banfill slive because he was ‘an -
officer ond was going to be useful to them
in pointing out the positiond of land mines,
= ’ and they dregzed him barefoot up hill and
ot I down dale for two days with his hands tied
behind him and a rope around his neck,
' stopping every few hours. A

(Ibid, Major J.N.B. Crawford, op cit)®

204, From the evening of 19 Dec, by which time Japanese penetration had
cut the Island in two, Canadian casuzlties in the R.R.C. area were being
evacuated to St, Stephen's Hospital, which was British staoffed (see para 197). .
It soon became necessary to increasse hospital facilities on the west side of
the.Islend, By the 22nd two more civilian hospdtals (Queen Mary Hospital and
the War Memorial Hospital) were pressed into service, - Headquarters of the

Hong Kong Field Ambulance moved three times, as the Japanese made deeper in-
roeds into the northern sector, Its final lpcation was at the War Memoriel
Hospital on the north slope of Mt., Kellet., By this time, as may be readily

understood, administrative control of the Canadian medicel officers by this

headquartera had virtuslly ceased (Ihid Me jor J.N.B. cra!ford .op cit).

= Captain Banfill's report gives a2 detailed account of his exparience at
the hands of the Japanese in the Mt, Parker ~ Wong Nei Chong nrea on = -
19-20 Dec, During the.night 19/20 Dec he was held at the Wong Nei Ohong
Police Station with a group of Conedians captured on Mt, Parker,

Wong Nei Chong was occupied by a concentration
el " of Japanese troops..s I was there and there was

certainly a Battalion and there may have been a

‘Brigade. .
(Force "C" Reports of Medical Officers,
Captain C.M, Benfill)
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205, Personnel of the Ri€.A.3.Ci detachment on the establishment of

" "C" Force Brigade Headgquarters,waich included the Supply Section and the MJTi

Section, were attached for all purposes to No, 12 Company R.4:S.0. ahortly
after their arrival at Hong Kong, Supply personnel (four other ranks) worked
at the Queen Street Depot in .Victoria until its evacuation on 9 Dec because

+ of bombing (see para 106).. For the next ten days from the new location of

“the Supply Depot at Deep Water Bay (219500) rations were issued to a total of
59 units on the Island with a combined ration stpength of 8639 ("C" Force H.Q.
" Report, Supply Section R.C.4.5.C. pe 1), ¢ Y

206. After the withdrawal from the Mainland the small staff worked long
.. hours daily under almost continual artillery fire and frequent bombings. On

19 Dec, the morning after the enemy landings on the Island, the Deep Weter Bay
Supply Depot waﬂ evacuated, with an estimated 80 tons of rood being left

behind (Ibid Ps 2). The Supply Depot was re-estgblished at Pok Fu Lam, and
for the next three days units in the west half of the Island drew their rations
here,. Observation by enemy planes was followed by a series of air raids which ,
considerably demaged the roeds in the immediate area, thereby increasing the
difficulties that attended the movement of supplies. A4 third move was made on
the night of 22/23 Dec, when some 200 tons- of food supplies were transferred to
Hong Kong University. This proved to be the Supply Depet's final location

and it was heré that the surrender took place on Christmas Day (Ibid,_p. 35

207. The M.T. Section, R.C.A.S.C., comprislng one officer (Capt.H.W.
Hickey) end eleven O.Rs, (with two R.C.0.C. personnel attached), worked at

_ general R.4.3,C. dutics from 16 Nov until 8 Dec, awaiting the arrival of the
'Canadian vehicles, On the commencement of hostilities all mobile equipment

and transport was moved to the Hopg Kong Hotel Garage and Happy Nglley Race
Track in accordance with pre-arrenged plans, The Garage was used as a heavy
repair shop and the Race Track became the headquarters of the Vehicle Control
Centre. The R.C.A.5.C. officer was placed in charge of a Heavy Workshop unit
at Shouson Hill, near Little Hong Kong, On 19 Dec enemy movements forced the
evacuation of these three locations, and the workshops, and later the V.C.C., °
were re-established at Stone Manor, in the Pok Fu Lam area. On the morning

of 23 De¢ all personnel and services were removed to Hong Kong University,
where work wes continued until the capitulation, -Among the casualties
suffered by the R.C.A.5.C. Section was the 0.I.C., Captain Hickey. He had
been taken to St. Stephen's Hospital, when wournded in the arm, and was killed
by the cnemy when they overran the hospital early on Christmas morning ("C" Force

H.Q. Roport, M.T., Section R.C.A.S.C., pp 1, 2; #es also "C" Force Ohaplains'
Reports, H/Captein J. Barnett, p. 3). :

208, Special significance attaches itself to the work of the Vehicle
Control Centre in view of the arrival of "C" Force at Hong Kong without any
mechanical transport, The lack of vehicles with the battalions meant that
many of the carrying duties normally performed: by unit transport had to be
assumed by the central Pool (see para 106), A8 soon a8 war broke out trucks °
and cars were collected by the V.C.C. from civilian contractors and auxiliary
workers, and by the evening of the first day more than 100 vehicles had been

: nupplied. Subsequently, a large number of commercial vehicles were acquired

a8 new trucks were requisitioned from automobile agencies in Kowloon and
Victoria, and texicabs were commandeered from local garages ("C" Force HeQ.
Report, V.C.C., p. 1). To operate these vehicles the V.C.C., had a small staff
of RefieS.Ce and R.C,A.S5.C. drivers, supplemented by a few trained personnel
supplied from other units, but in the majority of cases it was necessary to

use Chinese drivers., +s was to be expected these Chinese civilians showed
1ittle enthusiasm for their work when exposed to bombing, shelling, sniping

or other forms of “enemy attack, There were numerous cases of native driveras
deserting and taking their vehicle keys with them ("C" Force H.Q. Report, p. 9.
See also para 112), '

.4 i

209, A considerable number of vehicles were put out of order by
saboteurs, i '
The -first signs of sabotage discovered. Chinese
fifth colummists disabled approximately 40 vehicles
by damaging batteries, ete,

. (Ibid, V.C.C. Report, p. 1)
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Approximately 1900 hours (18 Dec) three
passenger vehicies in open Brigade shelters
caught fire, and after about three quarters
of an ‘hour of fire fighting the fires were
extinguished...Fifteen minutes later two °
other cars caught fire...This appeared to
be the work of fifth columnists, and
completely gutted five cars.

("C" Force H.Q. Report, p. 9)

Twenty taxicabs were teken over from the
Reliance Moters (on 18 Dec), and out of

the' twenty, due to sabotage, only six were

! successfully repaired for service. "

' i (Ibid, W.C.C. Report, ps 2)

| 210, In addition to receiving a certain amount of aid in their transporta=-
; tion problems from the V.C.0., the two Canadian battalions were each issued with
gix civilian trucks to carry on normal transport work. These were driven by
Chinese, as up to the outbreak of war the local civil authorities refused to
issue operator's licenses to the qualified drivers in the Canadian units
(HQC 5393-13, Report on Transport Operations at Hong Kong, Lieut R.W. Queen-
Hughes, Transport Officer, 1 Bn Wpg Gren, 11 Feb 46, pe L). When the war brdke
out additional wvehicles were commandssred from the streets of Kowloon in order that
regimental stores oould be transported from Sham Shui Po Barracks to the Island
Ibid, and HQC 5393-13, Report on Transport, Capt W,A.B. Royal, Transport Officer,
R.R.C., 8 Jan 46), When Chinese drivers deserted, these vehicles were manned by
qualified unit persomnel, While R.R:;C. never had more than twelve trucks at one
time (Oapt W.A.B. Royal's Report, cp cit), Wpg Gren fared slightly better,

e

" From thet point (9 Dec 41) on wmbtil 20 Dec
(on that ddte the Transport Section was
converted into a fighting platoon), I was
able to provide an efficient transport

| gervice on the west end of the Island,

t From Battalion H.Q I operated over 30 .

| - vehicles, We supplied six lorries with

drivers to the Civilian Food Control for

moving stores for the benefit of the
civilian population. In addition to

| reguler battalion transport we provided

| all of tho emergency transport for West

| : B}igade. i ;
(Lieut Queen-Hughes' Report, op cit, p. 2)
21 The battalions were congiderably less sudcéaéful_in obtaining sub=-

|

| atitutes for their missing carriers. Shortly after the arrival in Hong Kong

[ arrangements were made for 2 R.S. to supply one carrisr to each of the two
Canadian units for training purposes. (At that time it was not realized that

y Canadian vehicles would not be forthcaming.) A considersble amount Jf repair

| work was done on both these vehiocles, and they were retained by the Canadian

| battalions when fighting startod (Ibid, and HQC 5393-13, Major T.G. MacAuley,

| 0sCe HeQe Coy, ReReCo, to Major Nicholdon, 5 Jan 46). The Wpg Gren carriér was
used "during the assault against Wong Nei Chong Gap" (HQC 5393=13, Major E,

' Hodkinson, 0.Ce H.Qe Coy Wpg Gren, to Major Nicholson, 21 Feb 46), In the

RsRo.Cs field of operations the ocarrier supplied by 2 R.S. wos pléaced, with a

ReReCo crew, under cammend of an officer of H.K.V,D«C. (Liout Edwards), who was

in chargo of two other carriers (sece para 105)e The carriosrs performed ugeful

service in the action near Tai Tam Crossroads on 21 Dec (sec yare 124), but later

on the seme day the two H.K.V.D.C. carriers were knocked out at Repulse Bay

(Interview with Major C.A, Younz, 0.C. "A" Coy, R.R.C., 22 Mar 45), The R.R.C.

carrier continued to operate with the battalion until capitulation (Major T.G,
|| Maciuley, op oit). : : ;

N e e —
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212, It is in the'light of these roports of perticipants in tho Hong
Kong operations thot the conclusion rogarding meohanical transport reached in
the Duff Roport must be examined. While, ns preyiously statod, the provision
of a full scale of vehitles to "C" Forco might have done 1ittle to change tho
final outcome (sec para 43), thore can bo little doubt that the effcctivencss
of tho resistance against the enemy was somowhat hampered by the hondicap thus
imposed upon the Conadian unitss The absocnco of oarriers was perhaps the loss
koonly folt, as the Hong Kong terrain was such ag generally to rostrict movo-
mont by any kind of armourcd wehicle to the roads, whore opportunitics for
amploymont were necossarily limited (Ibid). But the situetion with rogard %o
transport vehiclos was a different mattor. With so widesproad en arca to bo
covered by tho companies of sach battalion, it was frequently neccssary to
move men quickly over camparatively long distancos. In tho existing circum-

_stanccs this had moré often thax not to bo dono on foot,  Marching mon up and

dovm hilly réeds was a fatiguing process, and too ofton the troops arrived at
their dostirhtion in no £it condition to hurry into action (Interview with
L‘b-CO]. JCH. Pl‘icc, Olc.’ R.RQ'C_-, 22 Kﬂ.l‘ 46).

CANADIANS IN JAPANESE HANDS, 1941-45

213, For the first month following tho capitulation thg Canadian forco
was dividod, Wpg Gren and "C" Eorce H.Q. wore at Sham Shui Po Camp (sos para
189). R.R.C. persomnel were $nterned with a largo number-of British troops at
North Point Camp (23Q55Q), =- = camp built by the Hong Kong Govermment in.1939
to house Chinesa refugees who wert flocking to the Colony after the occupation
of Canton by thd Japanese (Report of Conditions Affecting Canadian Prisoners of
War ot Hong Kong, p. 8). At the end of Jamuary 1942 the Cansdion and all Naval
porsomnol wore moved from Sham Shui Po to North Point, and all British ond
Indian troops and the H.K.V.D.C. went from North Point to Sham Shui -Po (Ibid,
pe 2)e Tho transfor of Naval personnol to Sham Shui Po in April left No

Point a purcly Canadian camp, with the oxcoption of tho orgw ‘of a Dutgh sub-
marino who romained with the Canadions until about a yoar later, when they wero
gont on‘'draft to Japan. North Point was closcd on 26 Sop 42, and the Canadians
moved across to join tho British at Sham Shul Po ("C" Force Chaplains' Reports,
H/Capt F.J. DeLoughory, pe 5)e

214, In August 1943 twenty sonior Canadian officers werc moved to Argyle
Streot in Kowloon, to a camp which had originally boen built to hold soldiers
from the Chinese Army, interned upon entoring the then nmoutral Colony. The
condition of indopendent Canadian command which had existod from tho boginning
of the period of intermment came to an end. Canndian officers werc separated
from their men, who were placed in groups under N,C.0s. and ommo dircctly under
tho orders of a British Idaison Officor%® (Roport of Conditions, op cit, p. 4)e
Four drafts of Canadian prisoners of war wore sent fram Sham Shui Po o Japone.
The datos of their departures and the numbers involved were as followss:

19 Jan 43, one officer (Cept J.A.G. Roid, R.C.A.M.C.) and 662 men; 15 Aug 43,
376 other .ranks; 15 Doc 43, 98 O.Rs; 29 Apr 44, 47 O.Rs. Theso persomnel
were taken to a number of centres in Jepan where they werc employcd in various
industries, chicfly mining (Notes on Atrocitios in Japancso Prison Camps, War
Crimos Invostigotion Section, 8 Jan 46, p. 3). There were no Cansdians on the
ill-fatod "Lisbon Maru" draft of Ssptember 1942, when over 800 prisoners of war
were lost as a rosult of submarine activity and Jopanese barbarity (RoEort of
Conditions, op cit, p. 28). : ol

. p

215, . Canadian officers returned to Shem Shui Po from Argyle Strost in
May 1944, but wore kept in & spoeially partitionsd section of tho camp which
segrogated them from any contact with their meon (H/Capt DeLaughery's Repprt,
op cit, p. 10)s Thore were no further moves of the Canadinn prisoners. On
16 Aug 45, as word came of ths cessation of hostilities, the Japancse authori-
tles worc requesjed by the Officers' Camp Execcutive to hand ovor Intornal Camp

.

x This Liaison Officer, Maj Cecil Boon, R.A.S5.C.,wns court-martialled end
gcquitted in London in August:-and Septomber 1946 on charges of having
voluntarily aided the Japanese while a prisoner of war in Shem Shui Po Camp
(The Times, 29 Aug to 21 Sep 46).
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‘return to Canada, Of these, 23 officers and 267 O.Rs, were g.nea

dofrficers and 260 other ranks died while prisoners of wer

gmended 3 Oct 50). (H.S. 4 File 593,065(D3) "Stats ubmitted N

‘\

Admipistrection. This request was complied with, and the next day the senior
British officer took over administration of all.prisoner-of-wer camps in the
Hong Kong area, as the Union Jack was raised over Sham Shui Po. On 30 Aug a
relieving British fleet arrived. With it wes H.M.C.3. "Prince Robert”, and
the first officer to enter the camp wes a Canadian naval commander. The
Canadians remained =zt Sham Shpi Po until 9 Sep 45 when they embarked on the
SeS. "HEmpress of Australisg" for evacuation to Menila, en route for home
(Report of Goniitions, p. 7; see also Appx "G"),

216, _ The story of the three years and eight months speit by the

Canadians in Japanese prisonmer of war. camps lies outside the scope of the L
present report. Veluable meterial concerninz this phase of the history of

"C" Force has been recorded in reports compiled by surviving individual, and
comittees of, Canadian officers. These include a 66-page documents, Report
of Conditic.s Affecting Cansdian Priscners of War at Hong Kong, which was
compiled in Sham Shui Po Camp by a committee of officers appointed for the
purpose by Lt-Col ¥W.J. Home, the senior surviving Canadian officer, In
addition, the reports of the Chaplaifls attached to "C" 'Force contain much
information with regard to living cenditions and activities in the prison
cemps ("C" Force Chaplains' Reports, op cit). The reports prepared by the
medieal officers of "C" Force deal at length with the technical aspects of
the Canadian incarceraticn, and furnish a comprehensive picture of the adverse
conditions of diet and aanitation with which Canadians had to contend (see
Interviews with Medical Officers of "C" Force, Lt-Col C.A.R. Gordon, Medical
Historian). Of particular value for its account of conditions in Japan is
Capt Reid’s Report, as he was the only Censdian officer to be transferred to

a prisoner of war camp in the Japanese homeland.

CASUALTIES

217. At the time of -writing this preliminary report (November 1946)
final tabulations have not been prepared covering casualties incurred by
"C" Force personnel. The difficulty, in several instances, of obtaining
confirmetion and'place of casualty will be appreciated (HQ 54-27-22-3 (DR4),
Direétor of Records to D.H.S., 26 Jan 46). The statement of casualties
appended to this report (see Appx "H") is therefore subject to amendment. It
is correct to 31 Jul 46. Schedule I of the appendix deals with the numbers
of those who died by enemy action and as prisoners of war. The only figures °
e d T BT mananddns wanndad managnanmal Aanes sderan de Jakoa.aa_ T mo_ -
These statements show that of the 1973 all ;EE?’ ’
ranks of "C" Force who disembarked at Hong Kong on 16 Nov  § naturn
41, a total of 27 officers and 530 other ranks failed to NOUnaa’

killed or died of wounds at Hong Kong, including those ile
who were murdered soon after capture and four prisoners
Sshot without trial after attempting to escape., Four

{four officers and 124 O,Rs, in Hong Kong, 136 in Japan);

%wo O.Rs, died subsequent to their release - one in Japan,

$he other en route home, (D.H.S. File 2-8-3, folio 63

@mended, Hong Kong Casualties compiled by War Service

Records, D.V.A.; H.S. 4 File 593.065 (D2) "Nominal Rolls ' mmang
of P.W. at Camps in Japan and List of Deaths at Hong Kong", ommni-

BHong Kong Casunlties™ dated 11 Dec 50 emended 16 Dec 50) roeration,
in MATCH IYS0 SIUUUNCUUSHU WES IREUC VI Ivyor appruval Ul awemrue  au «~C0gni-
tion of gallant and distinguished services in the defence of Hong Kong in
1941", Heading the list was the posthumovs award of the Victoria Cross to

the heroic Company Sergeent Major of the Wpg Gren (see para 160). The
Canadian decorations included two Distinguished Servisce Orders, sevwen Military
Crosses, two Distinguished Conduct Ledals, and twelve Military Medels, Six
officers and 23 other ranks were Mentioned im Despatches (see Appx "T™). The
citations to many of the Canadian awards_show that gallantry displayed upon
the field of battle was succesded by a less spectacular, but none the less
meritorious, devotion to duty and spirit of self-sacrifice that were vital
factors in maintaining morale during the difficult days of the prison camp.
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CONCLUSIMN
219, It is fitting that the story of "C" Force should-end on this note of

tribute to the bravery of its representative officers and men. It is true that
Mvirtus non satis", and in many respects the Canadian battalions were ill-
prepared for what they had to face at Hong Kong. -Despgtched to the  Far East to
Serve as garrison troops, at a time when immediste wer was apparently considered
unlikely (above para 3), they suddenly found themselves plunged into action
without having undergone the concentrated and rigorous battle training which
was later to fit Canadien troops for operations in Europe., But whatever the
state of training might have been there could inevitably be only one conclusion
to the operation, Hong Kong was doomed from the moment of the initial Japaness
attack, "We lost Hong Kong", wrote the East Infantry Brigade Commander.
"Nothing the x.R.C. might have done could have averted thet end" (W.D., East
_Inf Bde, p. 108).

220, The defence of Hong Kong was & part of the wide plan of Empire -
8trategy. As a member of the British Commonwealth the Dominion of Canada was
proud to participate in the operation. It is against this broad background that
the unfortunate setbacks which eulminated in the loss of the Colony must be
viewed. OStrategical demands. elsewhere prevented the provision of sea, air and
land forcea adeguate .ta hold Hong Kong. The unexpected rapidity with which .
Japan ‘gained control of Asiatic waters sealed the fate of the isolated outpost.
Yet the heroie defence of the Colony, short-lived though it proved to be, was

not without value to the Allied cause. In the words of the Garrison Commander:

I submit that although I and my forces may have
been a hostage to fortune, we were a detachment
that deflected from more important objectives,.
such as the Philippines, Singapore, or perhaps
even Australia, an enemy force that consisted
of two first line divisions, one reserve division,
Corps artillery, about eighty aireraft and a
considerable naval blockade force, Strategically
we gamblad and lost, but it was a worth while ;
_ gamble .= v
(Maltby Despatch, p. 4)

221, This report was compiled by Major G.W.L. Nicholson, C.I.C. Mgjor
. B.?‘évuﬂamilton, Gen List, contributed to the preliminary account of the
organization of-nC" Fbrca.

P
- -

i r— /
' s - . ’}/ Z/;/c‘ }//4 {}
N 787 (c.p. Stacey) Golonel :

- Director Historical Section
R Canadian Military Headquarters

% According to War Office intelligence reports suprrlied by the Military Attaché;
Ohungking, Japanese forces mounted for the Hong Kong operation consisted of
18 and 104 Divs, supplemented by 2000 storm troops and artillery organized
on an army basis. The whole force seems to have gone uml er the name of the
Twenty-third Army, and was commanded by Lt-Gen sekai (sec para 110). It is
estimated that there were one and s half Japanese divisions on Hong Kong :
Island at the time of the surrender, (Information supplied by Capt, W. Miles,
Offices of Cabinet, London, 25 Sep 46) i v '
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APPENDIX "A"

WG, 442/4. ‘ Copy on C.M.H.Q. file 3/Cdn oPs/"1
CYPHER TELEGRAM :
FROM DOMINIONS OFFICE
To the Govermment of
CANADA |
Sent 6,36 p._m". 19th September, 1941,

No, 162 MOST SECRET i

In consultation with late General Officer Cammanding who has
recently arrived in this country wo have been considering the defences of
Hong Kong. Approvod policy has been that Hong Kong should be regarded as
an out-post and held as long as possible in the event of war in the Far
East. Existing army garrison consists of four battalions of infantry and
although this force represents the bare minimum required for the task
assigned to it we have thought hitherto that it would not ultimately serve
any useful purpose Yo inecrsase the garrison.

Position in the Far East has now however changed. Our
‘defences in Malaya have been improved and there have been signs of a certain
weakening in Japan's attitude towards us and the United States, In these
ciroumstances it is thought that a small re~inforcement of the garrison of
Hong Kong, e«.gs by one or two more battalions, would be very fully justified,
It would increase the strength of the garrison out of all proportion to the
actual numbers involved and it would provide a strong stimulus to the
garrigon and to the Colony, it would further have a very great moral effect
in the whole of the Far East and would reassure Chiang Kai Shek as to the
reality og our intention to hold the island.

His Majesty's Govermment in Canada will be well aware of the
diffieculties we are at present experiencing in providing the forces which
the situation in various parts of the world demands, despite the very great
assistance which is being furnished by Daminions. We should therefore be

.most grateful if the Canadian Govermment would consider whether one or two

Canadian battalions could be provided from™€anada for this purpose. It is
thought that in view of their special position in the North Pacific the
Canadian Govermment would in any case have wished to be informed of the need,
as we see it, for the re-inforcement of Hong Kong and the special value of
such a measurs, even though on a very limited scale, at the present time.

It may also be mentioned that the United States have recently despatched a
small re-inforcement to the Philippines, / It would be of the greatest help

if the Canadian Govermment could co-operate with us in the manner suggested
and wa much hope that they will fesl able to do so.

If the Canadian Govermment agree in principle to send one or
two battalions we should propose. to communicate with you again as to the
best time-for their despatch having regard to the general politioal
situation in the Far East,

Copy toi-
Dominions Offioce Seeretary of State
Sir E, Machtig
Mr, Holmes
; Cabinet 0ffice Me jor Withington
Offices of the
War Cabinet : Colonel Hollis




APPENDIX "B"

'\’ HEADQUARTERS FORCE "g"

: War Establigshment -~ Persomnel

(Condensed from Cdn IV/1940A75/)

f : offr O.Rd. Total
Commander (brigadier) 1 1
Staff
Brigade Maju. 1 1
Staff Captain 1 1
Miscellansous
Senior Administrative Officer 1 1
Chaplains (attached) > 3 3
Clerks 8 6
Drivers I.C. r 2 2
Attached:
Signals
Signal Officer : 1 1
Operators (line or wireless) 22 22
Despatech riders 6 | 6
Linemen (signals) : 4 ‘4
Services . ' 4
Y RoGvoSQCo - McT. WorkShOp &
Captains 1 . 1
Mechanist 4, 1 1
Electricians 2 2
Fitters 8 8
R.C.A.S.C. et Su}_)ply
Sergeants and Issuersd 4 L
RlC.AnM.C. .
Medical Officers 2 : 2
Nursing Sisters 3 2
C.D.C,
Dental Officers A 2
Chair assistants 2 2
Dental teohnician 1 3
Dental orderlies 2 2
R.C.O.C. {
Clerks : d 4 4
Storemen Technical _ : 4 =
R.C.A.P,C,
Paymaster 1 1
Clerks = <
Provost
her ranks 8 8
-~
C.P.Cs
ogtal sorters 2 2
Postal assigtant 1 1
Total all ranks (incl attached) 16 83 99




QUTLINE OF CHINA COMMAND H.Q,

APPENDIX "Ct
("C" Force Report, 13 Oct -

' 3 7 Dec 41, p. 194.)
Comd in Chief & Governor of Colohy - Sir Mark Young : :
. ’. : i
G-O .C.'\- H&j-Gen Maltby M.c. g :
|
i 1 : | T 1
G.S. (I) General Staff (0) ! AA & Q.M.G. C.R.A.
- i & I 1/0 m.
Major Boxer Col Newnham -
Capt Pardue Major Nieve ; Brig Peffers Brig McLeod
e Wing/Comd Bennett Capt Bird ! i
Capt MacMillan ! l
- T - ' -
| | D.A.A.G. D.A.Q.M.G.
Comd Ed Offr Cipher Offrs C.8.04
| Plajor Moody Major Boon
Major Wood Lt Austin Lt-Col Levett. ‘
' Lt Prior _ 8.6 S.C. (M)
1 3
Capt Badger Capt Turner
»
0.C, H.XJ.V.D.C. X
Col Rose . “
, P . A.DOIM.SI- c}.M. : >
Col Simpson . Col Forde .
) : H.E. R.AS.C. 0's. vet. s
R | H.K. 'Inf Bde L Kowloon Infl Bde
_ (R.R.C. 2 R.S. )
Berig Lawson - (Wpg Gren Brig Wallis - 5/7 Rajputs )
(1 ¥x 2/14 Punjabs)
(H.K.V.D.C,) (H.K.Vv.D.C. )




STRENGTHS OF ALL.SERVICES IN HONG KONG GARRISON

APPENDIX "D"

(As shown in "C" Force Report, 13 Oct & 7 Dec 41, p. 23)

H.Q4 China Comd

HIQ‘ Rele

Fin Advisér 2 Ech Gen List
8 Coast Regt R.A.

12 Coast Regt R.A.

5 AlA. Regt R.A,

1 HiK. Regt H.K.S.R.A.
965 Def Bty n.A.

22 Fortress Coy R.E.
40 Fortress Coy R.E.
R,E; Services

2 RJS.

1 Mx

R.CI Sigﬁ

HeQ. "C" Foroce
Cdn N/S

R.R.C,

Wipg Gren
5/% Rajputs
2/14 Punjabs

H.Ki Mule Corps
HoKiV.DJC.K®

R.AWF,

Army N/S

ReNe, ReNuRi, ReM. Y
DeDsCs, H.KiR.N.V,R,)x
Navel N/S

R3A.0.C,

R.Ais .c .

R.A-v-ch

RJAM.C,

A, Dental C,

ReALP.C,

ReAe Che Dep.

Indian Med Services
Military Provost Staff Corps
C.M.P.

AoEoCn ‘

8t, John's Amb Bde.
Army Physical Training Corps
Indian Med Dept

Indian Hosp Corps
ReIsAs5.Ce

H.K. Chinese R,
Chinese Servants

]

British Indian Chinese Total
26 26
13 13
10 10 « .
313 233 38 584
217 188 P 449

267 332 111 710

44 900 . 944

59 98 12 169

221 72 293

\ 128 147 275
73 " 73

768 768

763 763
184 * 184
103 103

| 2 2
958 958
o1i. 911

10 975 985

15 1022 1037

] 2566 259

1680 1680
87 87

122 . 122

1294 330 1624
11 11
137 137 'S
211 211

5 5
185 185
10 10
32 32
6 6

6 6

2 2
18 18
‘8" 8
6 176 182
1 1
11 - 11

44 s

13 .- s 13

55 55

5 5

8¢19 4402 660 13981

x It should be noted, however, that the H.K,V,D.C. and the H.K.R.N.V.R.
included a large number of Chinese and other non-British pérsomnel.
Of the total strength shown above, it«is estimated by the G.0.C.
China Command, that a maximum of 11,000 were "fighting troops"
(Notes on Interview, Maj=Gen C.M. Maltby, at C.M.H.Qe., 25 Jun 46),
e




APPENDIX "E"

COPY OF PROPAGANDA IEAFLETS DROPPED BY THE
JAPANESE OVER HONG KONG

\ You British Nationnls!

Be awnkened irmediately to the notual situntion of the world}

Millions of Imperial Troops are already advanced to Indin, and the
Rising Sun Flags are already flying in such major cities of the Far East as
Manila, Batovia, Bangkolk, Singapore, Rangoon, ete. The ory for co-prosperity
is raised al) over the whole of those areas. In Europe the German Army has
occupied Moscow the Red ocapital, its violent attacks tThreatening to extend to
the Ural regions, London the British ocepitel is in a most perilous situation.
The iAmerican Pacif'ic Fleet, whioch has béen leading the camp of democracies,
has boen henvily damsged by the Japansse Navy and is now solely devotédd to
the defenoce of its own countrys You British officers and men who are encampad
in Hongkong and Kowloon] Stop continuing to offer futile resistance within
the narrowly limited areas.without the knowledge of the changed intermational
gituation, Your strategic establishments are bure to collapse. bofore the
sorious attacks by the Imperial Army,. You panic-stricken citizens on the
solitary island in helploas isolatiofl

In ordor to save Kowloon and Hongkong from the scene of mutual
slaughtor of humen lives and also to avoid the loss of your fathers, husbands
and children as well as your properties, bring pressure upon the govermont
authorities to deliver Hongkong and Kowloon without bloodshed and resistance.
Wo firmly believe you will choose this wise measure without fail,

®

SHOULD YOU DESTROY THE INPORTANT ESTABLISHMENTS AND MATERIALS IN
HONGKONG AND KOWLOON IN, ORDER TO PREVENT THEIR UTILIZATION BY THE IMBERIAL ARMY,
AFTER THEIR OCCUPATION THE JAPANESE ARMY WILL SURELY ANNIHILATE. ALL BRITISH
NATIONALS IN RETALIATION,

- ——

To all Chinese emigrants in Hongkong
Commander of the Japancse Army

. Now the Japanose Army tightly siegod Hongkong where you live and where
you accunulate your wealth, and the occupation of Hongkong by the Japanese Army
clogse at hand, But what the Japanese Army long for is not .the destruotions of
your lives and properties or -of Hongkong but the dostruction of the influence
of English,

gut if you let tho English to resist in wvain being used as their %tool
end run away giving up your house and property, all your properties will be
robbed by the mob and the White, and still morc thoe Japansse Army also will be
forced to deptroy yowr lives with the Hongkong Island., You should trust to the
faith of the Japanese Army and let the English surrender to the Japanese Army
giving wp their resistances, and wait for the Japanese Army protecting your
properties by your own hands, When reached, the Japanese Army would assure you
of your lives and properties morsover would assert to help your presperities
in future. {




& e e, APPENDIX "F"

WAR OFFICE APPRECIATION OF HONG KONG SITUATION 15 DEC 41

(HMS 8902, Tel GS 2877, Carmilitry to Defensor, 15 Dec 41)

MOST SECRET LONDON 15TH DECEMBER, 1941.

f

G.S.2877

REQUEST STRICTLY LIMITED CIRCULATION,

. MAJOR GENERAL. KENNEDY DMO AND P HAS OUTLINED HONG KONG
SITUATION AS FOLLOWS: :

: SEVERE INITIAL SET BACK TO BOTH NAVAL AND AIR FORCES
b ALLOWS JAP/NESE FREED(M OF ACTION FOR THE MCMENT IN WHOLE OF FAR EAST.
INITIAL DISPOSITIONS OF TROOPS WERE CONSIDERED INADEQUATE FOR WAR WITH
JAPAN BUT COULD NOT BE INCREASED WITHOUT SERIOUS REDUCTION OF EFFORT
IN MIDDLE EAST POSSIBLY LEADING TO CANCELLATION OF THAT CAMPAIGN.
REINFORCRMENT OF HONG KONG AND DESPATCH OF PRINCE OF WALES AND REPULSE
TO SINGAPORE WERE INTENDED TO BE DETERRENTS ONLY AND WERE NOT EXPECTED
TO BRING TOTAL FORCES UP TO SIZE REQUIRED FOR OPERATIONS. HONG KONG
HiS ALWAYS BEEN REGARDED AS AN OUTPOST WHOSE RETENTION HAD BOTH _
MILITARY AND POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. FROM STRICTLY MILIT.RY POINT OF
VIEW VALUE OF RETENTION DEPENDED ON BEING ABLE TO RELIEVE IT WETHIN
REASONABLE TIME AND THEN USE AS ADV.NCED BASE FOR FURTHER OPERATIONS.
YOU WILL APPRECIATE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE WITHOUT FURTHER COMMENT,.
DECISION WAS TAKEN THEREFORE THALT HONG KONG SHOULD BE HELD AND IF
RELIEF SHOULD PROVE IMPOSSIBLE GARRISON V.S TO INFLICT MAXIMUM
DAMAGE ON JAPANESE, PRESENT GARRISON IS OF STRENGTH CONSIDZRED
PROPER TQ HOLD ISL.AND ONLY AND SHOULD BE C.PABLE OF PROLONGED
| RESISTANCE, AS STATED MY G S 2868 RESERVES FOR 130 DAYS ARE
AVAILABIE AND MOST SERIOUS WEAKNESS OF SITUATION' IS PRESENCE OF
| 750,000 CHINESE IN CITY OF VICTORIA, POSSIBILITY OF EARLY RELIEF
CONSIDERED REMOTE SINCE SITUATION IN MALAYA EXPECTED TO
DETERIORATE SERIOUSLY RATHER 'THAN IMPROVE, ' GENERAL KENNEDY
EMPHASIZED JAPANESE FREED(M OF ACTION IN WHOLE AREA VHICH PERMITS
THEM TO REINFORCE ANY PARTICULAR OPERATION AT WILL. THIS ADMITTED
TO BE PURPOSELY GLOOMY VIEW OF WHAT IS UNDOUBTEDLY SERIOUS
SITUATION BUT KENNEDY EMPHASIZED F.CT THAT SITUATION COULD ONLY
BE IMPROVED BY MAKING AVAILABLE THE NAVAL AND AIR FORCES REQUIRED
FOR ADV..NCE FR(M.SINGAPORE AND IT IS UNLIKELY THESE CAN BE
PROVIDED,

CANMILITRY
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' 8 Canndian Officers and 65 O.Rs, are transferred from °

. APPENDIX "G"
‘ D

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 25 DEC 41 - 30 AUG 45

(Report of Conditions iAffecting Canadian Prisoners of
Wor at HONG KOHG, p. 25)

All troops in Victoria surrender ot 1600 hours,

A11 troops at Stanley Fort surrender at 2045 hours.
30 Canadian Officers and 555 OiRs. are transferred
from Stanley Fort to North Point P.0.%: Camp

19 Canadian Officers and 586 O.Rs. are transferred
from Victoria to Sham Shui Po P.0.%. Camp,

23 Canadien Officsrs end 590 O.Rs. are transferred
from Sham Shui Po Camp to North Point.

Argyle Street Camp to North Point Camp. .
North Point Camp strength: 62 Canadian Officers and
1410 O.Rs.

Bowen Road. Hospital strength: 200 Canadian all ranks,
First copy of "Hong Kong News" received. ‘
First Canteen is brought in.

Officers receive their first pay.

Navy persomnel transferred from North Point Camp, which
now becames an all=Canadian Camp,

77 Canadion O.Rs. are transferred from Sham Shui Po

7 Camp to North Point Camp.

Firgt Canadian P.0.W, radio broadcast recorded.

Camp garden started.

First mail (550 letters) despatched.

Outside working parties start,

Four Canadien O.Rs. escape from Camp.

All personnel parade in the rain during an all-night
muster parade.

58 Canadian Officers and 1373 O.Rs. are transferred
from North Point Camp to Sham Shui Po Camp.

A few Canadian Red Cross messages received,

Red Cross bulk supplies first issupd,. 3

One Red Cross parcel per man issued.

Viorking parties suspended.

Each Canadian receives Y10,00 from Canadian Govermment.

Canadian Camp strength: 63 officers and 1360 O.Rs.

Dreft of 1 Canadian M.0. and 662 O4Rss to Japan,

Second Red Cross parcel issued,

First large Canadian mail released.

Viorking parties start again.

Third Red Cross parcel issued.

Canadian Red Cross Padrs transferred to Argyle Street
Officersg Camp.

Sgte Routledge, R.C.C.S., taken out of Camp by Japanese
Gendarmerie. -

Draft of 376 Canadian O.Rs. to Japan,

17 Canadian.Senior Officers ars transferred to Argyle
Street Officers Camp.

Officers net pay increased.

All~-day search of Camp by Japancse.

Draft of 98 Canadian O.Rs. to Japan.
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May
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1945

Jan,

Feb.

Mor,
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15
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4
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29
19

3
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10
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Canadien Camp strength: 48 Dfficers and 284 O.Rs.

Draft of 47 Canadian O.Rs. to Japan.

All officers fram Argyle Street Comp transferred to
especially partitioned scction of Sham Shui Po Camp.
Canadian Red Oross parcels issued: 3 2/3 parcels per
mon,

71 Canadian O.Rs.-leave on special working party to
Hong Kong.
Canadian Camp. strength (0.Rs. Section): 49 Officers
nnd 268 O.Rs. °
1 2/3 British Red Cross parcels issued to cach man,
Bowen Road Hospitel patients all transferred to Sham
Shui Po Camp. This included 37 Canadian O.Rs.
34 Cancdian”0O.Rs. transfarred to new C.B.S. Hospital
in Kowloon. !
38 Canadian Officers transferred to Officers section
of Camp.
News of German surrender received. :
"Hong Kong News" stoppsd by orders from Tokyo. .
News roceived of use of the "atomic bomb".
Nows received of entry of Russia into war in Far East.
First rumours received of Japan's capitulation.
Japanesc requested by Officer's Camp Executive to clarify /
the situation and hand over Internal Cafp Administration.
Senior, British P,0.W. Officer takes over administration
of all P,0.W. Camps in district. :
Union Jock raised over Sham Shui Po,
Reliecving Forces first pppear at Comp. i
; > oy
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Schedule I

CASUALTIES "C" FORCE

APPENDIX "H"

Statement of fatal casualties from all causes., Compiled from comparison of lists supplied by

Director of Records, H.Q., 54=27-22-3 (DR 4), 26 Jan 46 and "C" Force Nominal Rolls of Casualties submitted

by Lt-Col W.J. Home.

(Supplied by Records)

(Supplied

by It-Col Home)

Difference

1

Deaths by enemy

Deaths other than

Died at Hong Kong"

Presumed®died in

action at Hong Kong |enemy action while while PW Japan while PW Total
_ PW . '
offrs | 0.Rs. offrs | O.Rs. [offrs (0ffrs  O.Rs. offrs | O.Rs.
| -9 - 4 4 29
e - 62 16 247
59 - 70 ﬁ 7 252 |
125 - 136 ﬂ_ 27 528 ;




CASUALTIES "“C" FORCE (Conwcd)

Schedule II

Statement of vounded casualties, (Information supplied bg

H.Q. 54-27-22-3 (DHS-1

basis as amdt to Schedule I,

Director of Records,
Do L Nov 11-6)-

Amdt 9 Oct 50; same

Lieu or Wounds or Died of Wounds or

Pattle Injurigs (Not PsW)

Battle Injuries received
at time of capture (PsW)

Wounded PsW cscaped
or liberatecd

IJff{rs O.Rs Offrs O.Rs Offrs O.Rs
Bde HQ | 3 - - 3 12
Wpg Gren - 6 ¥} 3 2 =
R.R.C. - U - 2 | L
TOTALS 1 21 1 5 6 16
SUMMARY
Offrs | O.Rs | AIL Ranks
Total fatal battlc casualtics not PsW 22 258 280
Total fatal battle casualties whilst 1 9 10
PsW
Total fatal ordinary casualties whilst L 260 264
PsW
Totcl PsW liberated or escaped 69 1347 1416
Dicd after libe;ation 2 2
Total Hong Kong Casualties 96 1876 1972




CASUALTIES "C" FORCE

Schedule I Statement of fatal casualtics from all causes.
ccords,

Amendment - 9 Oct 50:

—

APPENDIX "H"

at Camps in Japan and ‘List of Icaths at Hong Kong", supplied by Col J.N.B. Crawford; telephone conversation Capt

Morrison -~ E.A., Allan, J/ar Sorvice Records, D.V.d., 9 Oct 50,

Compiled from comparison of lists supplied by Director of
Qs 54-27-27-3 (D1 4), 26 Jan L6 and "C" Force Nominal Rolls of Casualties submitted by Lt-Col W.J. Home.

Easedi or: D.H.S. File 2-8-3, folio 63 (amended); H.S., 4 File 593,065(D2) "Nominal Rolls of PW

(Supplied by
(Supplied by Records) Lt-Col W.J. Home) Difference
Deaths by enemy Dcaths other than Died at Hong Kong | presumed died in TOTAL
actiou at Hong Kong enemy a;;ion while while FW | Japan while PW

Ofirs O.Rs Offrs Ol.Rs Offrs O.Rs Offrs | O.Rs Offrs O.Rs
Bde HQ (A 16 - 14 - 9 - L L 20
Wpg Gren 12 128 L 1i7 I 57 ~ 62 16 2L5
R.R.C, 7 123 - 129 - 58 - 70 ” 252
TOTALS 23, 267 7 260 I 121, # 136 27 527




CASUALTIES "C" FORCE (Contd) | _
Schedule II ded casualties., Informaticn supplied by Director of Records
i i e (Lot o SULP i as Ry Q175 Ry 46) ¢

i' Died of Wounds or Died of Wounds or Wounded PsW escaped
g -1 Battle Injuries (not PsW) Battle Injuries received | or liberated
' at time of capture (PsW)
, 1 A
Offrs. O.Rs Offrs . O.Rs offrs O.Rs
Bde HQ || 1 3 = - ARt N 12
Wpg Gren - 6 1 3 2 -
| RR%C. - 13 ‘ - 1 1 4
;‘W E = _,_F = %
! TOTALS ﬂ 1 . 22 1 4 6 16
SUMMARY -
O.Rs . All Ranks
Total fatal battle LK
casualties not PsW 22 | 259 281
Total fatal battle ) 1 8
- castialties whilst PsW 7,
Total fatal ordinary
casualties whilst PsW < A 260 264
Total PsW b ted . ’ .
og gsca;edli el 69 1349 1418 : : H
Total Hong Kong Casualties l 96 | 1876 1972
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CASUALTIES "C" FORCE

BESTRICTED Amended: Based on D.H.S. File 593.065 (D3) "Stats Hong Kong Casualties"™
dated 11 Dec 50 amended as of 16 Dec 50

NON FATAL CASUALTIES

—r

ON FATAL BATTLE |
CASUALTIES PRISONERS OF WAR
my | ki 3]
9 =l 1 & =
Eﬁ B T Eﬁ :g QEQEE TOTAL NON FATAL
”E ﬁmg E’g =i QOQEE CASUALTIES GRAND TOTALS
| mpd | 8% | 55 | EoEgE
o 0y - ny
2% | §e |8y | B |BEHEc
2] 0 0 :n &
i o [ o e 0 e = m
slslglalels| &2 Bal3]E
%' e O %H"‘: Z A:.;é
( 3 |- aa o0 o O

#Two other ranks who died after release are included in Prisoners of War

**13 Officers and 271 other ranks reported wounded prior to capture and 1 6fficer and 7 other ranks
reported battle injury prior to capture are included in Prisoners of War.

TOTAL HONG KONG FORCE WHICH SATLED FROM CANADA — 1,973.



- | ' APPENDIX "J"

HONOURS AND AWARDS - "C" FORCE

(Bracketed mmbers indicate the paragraph of the
preceding Report which refers to the action in
which the award was won.)

VICTORIA CROSS

i

H 6008  ¥.0.IT (C.S.k.) John Robert Osborn, Wpg Gren
(Killed in Action) (16Q)

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER

Maj Wells Arnold Bishop, E.D., C4I.C. (123)
Mej Ernest Hodkinson, C.I.C. (171)

MILITARY CROSS

Copt Frederick Temple Atkinson, C.I.C. (122)
Copt Uriah Laite, C.C.S. (198)

Capt Robert William Philip, C.I.C. :(167)

Lieut Thomas Alexander Blackwood, C.I.C. (167)

Licut Collinson Alexandpr Blaver, C.I.C. (125)

Liput William Franoig Nugent, C.I.Cs (186)

Lieut Francis Gavan Power, C.I.C. (139)

DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL T \
F 29812 C.Q.M.8. Colin Alden Standish, C.I.C. (121)
H 6235 Cpl Derek Everard Rix, C.I.C. (164)

MILITARY MEDAL

E 30021 C.Q.}.S. Stanley Vialter Vright, C.I.C. (144)

E 30269° Sgt Emile Bermard, C.I.C. (148)

E 30144 Sgt Selden Grant Stoddard, C.I.C, (125)

H 6048 Sgt Cocil Thomas Whalen) C.I.C, (161)

E 21892 L/Sgt dMurray Thamas Coodenough, C,I.C. (147)

K 83928 Cpl Lionel Curtis Speller, R.C. Sigs (192)

H 6905 L/Cpl Ronald Edward Atkinson, C.I.C. (164)

H 20683 L/Cpl Meirion Price, C.I.C. (267) . . '

B 24237 L/Cpl John leslie Varley, C.I.C. GHhi%e;Prisonsr‘of
Har SR

E 30245 Rfn Ernost Irwin Bennett, C.I.C. (221) '

H 6132 Pte Williom Morris, C.I,C. (167)

H 6436 Pte Gordon ‘Edward Williamson, C.I.C. (167)

MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES *

Maj Henry William Hook, C.I.C. i ’
Maj Malcolm Thamas Gordon Machuley,! D.Cdi., E.D., '
’c-:I.‘Co :
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APPENDIX "KM

o

JAPANESE TACTICS

The following notts on tactics used by the
. enomy are taken verbatim from Major-General
. C.M. Maltby's Despatch, Oporstions at Hong %
Kong, 8 =~ 25 Dac:lﬁél'(pp. By ©)s .o

The salicnt points of the Jhpansso,taqtlcs weres=

(a)  NIGHTFORK . :

Tho "division which mode the initial advanco ovor the frontler and
those troops that first landod on the Island had reached a high standard of
efficioncy in Nightwork, All were providod with rubbor soled boots that
made movement -very silont, systématically they used the smallest of paths and
avoided .all **he more obvious 1ines of advence and thoir patrols wore v
boldly handled.

(b) RAPIDITY OF ADVANCE
Tho place of Tho. RAVANCS Wos surprisingly fast, the troops were lightly
oqu}pped and must. have boan vary fit to accomplish the marches underteken.

(¢) ~ AGENTS AND ‘SPIES

- - . T% was obvious f%om B aourcus that agents and spics had been placed

bnth on the mainland end tho Islend wcll beforchand, Spies led the leading
clemonts on the mainland disguisod as inrocent labourers or cooliss. Their
patrols advanccd by paths which could have boen known only to locals or from
detailed roconnaisaanoe. Armed agents in Kowloon and Hong Kong systematically
fired during the houra of rdarknoss on troops, sentries, cars and despatch

riders, but little domage wos done thereby boyond agtraining tho norves of a number
of the mem, . After the  landing on the Island had been effected, penectration to

’ cut the ¥sland in half wag -assisted by local guides who led the columns by most

difficult routes. The possession of thésc agents and guides with such intimate
knowlodger ¢ounteracted the first groat advantage tho dofence normally has over
tho atback, d.c., familiarity with the ground,

(@)  INTELLIGENCE '

It was obvious that the enemy systom of intslligonco was most complete.
Marked maps found on doad officers gave a surprising amount of exact deteil,
which ineluded our defences and much of our wire, Every officer scemed to be
in possession of such a map, which was a lithographud roduction of our ovm. -
1/20,000 map. Thoy scomod to be in possession of a very full Order of Battle
I and know the names of most of tho senior and commanding officers.

il (e) ARTILLERY CONCENTRATION

Artillery ond hoavy mortar concontrations were very heavy and corrcctly
placed. Those fired bofore landing on tho Island and for the capture of
Loighton Hill werc as hoavy as any experienced in France during the war of . |
1914=18. The range of the heavy mortar must have been about 1300 yards as they
firod across the harbour with accuracy and effect. The blast and noise of, the
bursting bonb  was considerable but the killing power was not high, On occasions ‘
artillory fire was most accurate, e.ges, all the pill boxes on the north shore
whorc the landing was effocted, were systematically destroyed,

ad (f) MAINTENANCE OF THE OBJECTIVE
Thig principle scems to have been well understood by their junior leaders.
The advance to cut the Island in ¥wo was carried out regardless of cost to life.

(g) AIR FORCE

The officiency of the cnemy air force was probably the greatest surprise to
mo. Their opening attack on Kai Tak aerodrome by low level attack down to 60 }
feet was carried out with skill ond marked boldness. Subsequent high level
bombing proved to be most accurate, and thoy confincd their attention to military |
objectives with marked results, such as tho naval base at Aberdeen and the Island
wabter supply mainse. Their evasive tactics and uso of low cloud displayed a high
standard of training., My gencral impression at tho time was that oithor the
Jopanese pilots had reached a surprisingly high standard of treining, or that
German pilots were leading their flights,

— - ’ - S ———— e ———




E 30547
A 9220

H 6118
'K 35468
E 30270
H 6104

H 6090

E 21822
E 29957
£ 30092
H 6838

E 29951
H 6341

H 6101

H 6851

E 30659
D 3385

E 30077
K 85488
H 6186

H 6044

F 40323
F 29945

G e S

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES. (Cont'd)

Iicut William Barker Bradloy, C.I.C.

Liout John Bdward Dunderdale, C.I.C. e
JLieut Jomes Forsyth Ross, C.I.C. (Rilled in Action)--

Liocut Arthur Bercsford Scott, C.I.C, vk

Set Mhurice D'ivignon, C.I.Ce . -
Sgt George Stuart MacDonoll, CiI.Cs °
Sgt Kenneth Edwerd Porter, C.I.C. P
Sgt Charles John Sharp, R.Cs Sigs (Eilled in Action)
Sgt Leslic Robert Stickles, C.I.C. :
Sgt James Murray Thom, C.I.C. %
Sgt Charles Tatson, C.I.C.
Cpl John Joseph Fitzpatrick, C.I.C. (¥illed in Action)
Cpl Edwin Harrison, C.I.C, (Killed in Action)
Cpl Lorne Rayburn Latimer, C.I.C. (Killed in Action)
Cpl Ernost Charles McFarland, C.I.C.
Opl George William MoRae, C.I.C. (Eilled in Action)
Cpl Sydney Albert Sheffer, C.I.C. 5
L/Cp: Edwin George Smith, C.I.C.
Pte Frank Brownj C.I.C.
Rfn Bernard Castonguay, C.I.Ce :
Rfn Morgan Isnac Davies, C.I.C. s :
Pte Aubory Poacook Flogg, C«I.C.
_ Pto Nelson Carlyle Galbraith, C.I.C.
Pte Norman Charles Matthews, C.I.CJ S
Rfn Lloyd Logon Robloo, C.IaC. ; v
Rfn James Augsten Wallace, 0.I.C. '
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