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1. This report covers the planuing of the mm- of Tiret
Cansdian Army from ita inception early in 1942 until it started operationa.
It concentrates on the ettual coxposition dmmupunu. the way
it was to be organized, ond the main outlines of the organization of the
various arms of the service. 7The msjor changes introduced both in the
composition of the Army as @ whole and in the individual types of unit .re
included, but the factors influencing those changes can often be only briefly
uucm. No ettempt has been made to deal with changes introduced during
the course of operatiocns. These were as a rule closely related to those
operstions, and must be ccnsidered in the ugn of the conditions which
brought ebout their adoption. They form more properly a part of the opere-
tional narrative. The more importsnt changes have, however, been noted at
the end of this reyort, As the Canadian irmy 444 not entor sction as a
single foree, there 1s n0 single date which can be given as marking the end
of the period covered, In general the story is carried down to June 1944,
though there are references to later events, but the particular changes
introduced in Italy rrior to that date have not beon covered.

8. This report deals with the plenning end the standard details

of organization. The compenion pleture of the implementing of the plans

and the gredusl sccummlstion of units and formations Oversesd may be found

in Reports Nos, §9, 88, 110 and 1323, The prineipal.source has been C.N.H..
nua.nwmmmmoromrtuuummu in the Xt
possession of the Historical section, C.M.H.Q.

Se mmum.hnmlmu:mlm.mmwou-
perative quiet for the armiss in the United Einpdom. By the diversiom of

the German armies to Russia the threat of invesion had greatly lessened.
Attention could now be deveted to plenting end prepering for an asssult om

the continent. Indeed Heedquarters First Cansdian Arsy wes specifically ;
froed from other responsibilities for this purpose (C.M.H. . file 1/Gdn Army/it .
Letter, G.0.,Cy=in<C, First Cdn Army to Director of Staff Duties, Yar Office, =
nma). It was & period of smsll reids, culminating in Auguet 1942 in

the reid on Dieppe by & large force from the &nd Cansdian Division, Apart

from the possibility of other such raids, there was little expectation that

the Canadian Army would be required for operations until a major asssult on

the continent was lsunched at & date still to be deeided by the Combined

Chiefa of taff in Washington. Such conditioms gave the First Canadian Army

time to develop to the best advantage.

4. The prineipsl theatre in which British forees were engeged in

the first half of this period was North Afrieca. The lessons of thet theatre

had made themselves felt in British orgenization by the end of 194l. The
following year was one of exsperiment and overhaul at home. It was not

without effect on the Cenadien Army that the development of a self-contained :
foree took place at a time when British orgenization was being estensively 2
revised. It was an obvious opportunity for distinctively Canadien developments.

Be But while the force of world events had their influence on ths
development of Pirst Cansdian Army, the story eoversd by this report will
sppear largely es if isclated from outside events, It is a story of

planning for a future that long remained distant. Changes were made and
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The matter was discussed during the visit of Lt,~Cen, MeNaughton to
Ottawa at the beginning of 1943, Approval was granted im Nareh, and the
anm First Cansdian Apmy was made on 6 Apr 42
mwus c;mmvnwu; Tel G3 108
:uuuun. L
The

4
10. plan for the mmu: headquarters First Canadian
Aruy was discussed at a meeting in Lt.~Oen, MeFaughton's office, Headley
Court on 8 Apr 42, M.—ﬂpi’mwtuth-ﬂnadn set up
Army Ho.Q. in three phasest
| " =
I. A nueleus th bo formed under the
v “‘.‘ ‘ﬂ Of Dels & §ois0, (Maj.<Gen,
. GeRy Turner) consisting of himself, the
Chief Zngineer (Maj.=Gen. C.oele )
the Chief Signals Officer (Srig.J.B.Cenet),
. u.ms—otmmmumu
elerical personnel reguired for initiasl
organization, This phase was to be completed
by 20 4pr 42,

II. Apmy Hede to be completed to about half the
final establishment by the middle of June.

11X, H3. 2 Can Corps would be orgmnized and
©~brought up to establishment by sbout 1 Jul 42,

introduced (It DQAQ ‘ \o'o@u m Can ‘u te Jenior m’ 0.!.3«.,
17 Jun 433 CaMoils o file 1/an Army/): <eniop Officer C.M.M.. to
Department of National Defence, 1 May 42). The most notable

 Secretary,
«vmu- from the British organization wes the inclusion of the Militery

secretery's branch under the Adjutent-General's branch, In the nntu
orgsnization this brench, dealing with officer's persomal services
responsible directly to the Army Commander in conformity with mda
mmott the War Cffige and all headquarters sbove the corps level,

» Hesdguarters, u*mm ﬂu» was formed until u—;a 43,

(6.0. 28 of 1’“,0



-d =
The Camadien practice was to place this service under the Adjutante

General 's breneh throughout, and it was obviously desiradle in the
interests of eonsistency to follow Canadian pra¢tice st Army Heade

quarters, (C.¥.H... file 1/Cdn aArmy/1: W
in the office of D.AJC., G.I.H.Q., 2l Apr 43,)

mmmmxm.

13, Megnwhile discussions hed been carried on with the War Office
over the requirements for a Censdian Army, Tha proposels outlined above
(para &) were submitted for somment, For divisicnal, corps, and srmy
troops they followed ¢losely the British orgsnization. But there was
some Weyr Office critiecism regerding G.H.4 and L, of €, troops, The two
main points were @

(a) The provision of enti-aireraft regiments for
arny and G.H.Qs troops was very small, In
place of one heavy end one light enti-aireraft
regiment, they proposed five of each,

(b) Thers were serious deficiencies in the numbey
of line of communieation units proposed., It
was pointed out that if the Canadian Army was
to be a completely self-contained fores it
should provide a normal proportiem of L, of €,
units, Unless these were provided by the
c.n:luu it would be neces:ssry for the Briti
to do 8o, ;

% Gansdian Jorees, 19 Jan

14, The inerease in the number of Canadisn units rear of corps had
been a complicated factor in the proposal to form a Censdien Army. But
existing proposals still fell far short of the full proportion for an army.
In caloulating the totsl numbers regquired for an expeditionary foree on
the continent the following scales were used @

40,000 per division
85,000 per armoured division
5,000 per army tenk brigade,

On this basis the Cemadian contribution should have been 300,000, but the
proposed composition eamounted to omly 180 000, The British would have to
make up the difference, which was mainly in L. of €, troops, The addi-
tionsl L. of C. troops suggested made & total of 28,172 men, These were
mainly engineers (12,407) and Army Service Corps (6,601). But small
additions were elso recommended in headcuwarters units, signals, medical,
ordnance, postal, provost end intelligente., The 1ist was, however, more in
the nature of a suggestion as to how the proper quota might be met than a
recommendation that any specific units should be provided,

15. Decision regerding these matters was postponed for the time
being, while attention was concentrated on the formation of the Army Heade
quartere and its relationship to the existing operational and administrative
structure, The one notable e¢hange in the proposals in the first half of
1942 was to abendon the idea of a distinet armoured corps in favour of two
interchangeable corps as recommended dy recent British experience 3
Tel GG 386, CANMILITRY to DEFENGOR, 2 Feb 423 Tel GJD 300, D

CANMILITRY, 15 Feb 42), But it wes indicated that B change® in
detail might be necessery in the near future, The British were experi-
menting with new types of division, and also were embarking on trials for



continental operations as a result of which changes in unit establishments
were expected, Lt-Uen MeNeughton considered "that we should conform

as closely as possible to War Office Unit ¥.E,%s, unless we have strong
reasons to) the contrary”. (Ibid: Tel G5 1998, CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR,

12 Jun 42).

 CANADIAN ORGANIZATIORAL FLANNING DURING 1942

16. On 18 Jul 42 a conference was held at C.M.H.Q. to diecuss the
compoaition of the Canedian Army Overseas, It was pointed out that the
existing programme waes short in aneillary troops needed to give the well
balanced force envisaged by the Army Commander., It was negescary to pro-
coed with a new plan at onee without waiting for final decisions by the
War Office m«nm nn of u-mtuuu troops (C.M.H.4. Tile 1/Can
Army/8: ey on@ HeGe, 18 Jul 48), It was decided
>r a Well balanced force,

17. Various deeisions were teken on matters of detail., Corps
troops were to be shown as basie eorps troops for two corps and increments
for each armoured and infantry division; this would allow any greuping of
divisions that might be required, The organization of artillery units
should 4iffer from the British in certain respects (see below pares 121,
128, 129). This variation was due largely to the adoption by the British
of the new divisicnal organization whieh wss not being followed by the
Canedians (see below pares 22-24)« In the case of motor battelions in
armoured divisions and brigede mortar companies, which were to be formed
for infantry divisions, the British were cutting their establishments for
manpower reasons, It had been recommended by both General Paget and Lte
Gen McNaughton that the Canadians should not do likewise. Manpower wes
not yet a limiting fector in Cansdian caleulations.

18, On the basis of the proposals msde at this meeting a first
draft mmd tor the miuu of the Canadian Army was drewn up (Ibid:
BT O: iy Oversess, First Fropose 85 Jul 42). Purther dis~-

) ' y int . was noted that the organization
of o:unu nl uu-d units u dhuuu was under review, The British
had made considerable changes in the organization of these services, and
the Canadisns were now eonsidering what should be adopted for the Canadian
Army. It was not thought necessary thet the Cansdian changes should follow
the British in sll respects (see below paras 176178, 1856-186), Final
decision eoncerning line of communication units was postponed until \b
mattowhuh mcmm-om hv-h supply these was known

19. As a result of these end subcequent discussions, and suggestions
from the Army Commander, the yproposed compositionwas rmm. The "Third
Proposal” muonsmabmu.usuarpmmmmmtot
the year i AL Or : réens, drd posal

Details of : :

included had uot. Mtr... any major chenge aiau \h- beginning of the year,
These were to be three infantry divisions, two armoured divisions, and two
army tank brigsedes, grouped in two identical corps end an army. there
had been added a full proportion of L, of C, units in the plans, although it
was not decided who would supply them, The target uu for ou;huu of
the programme was 1 May 43,

20. The manpower implications of the "Third Froposal® were summarized
as follows: 5

Fresent Fd Forece ¥.E. (22 Jul 42) 136,746
Approx. proposed increases to Fd Force _41,.345

Total ¥d Force 198,091 178,091



Coli MoG, unita ¥,.5, (28 Jul 48)

{inels DeOuis and B.0D,)
Total C .M, e unita

Approx. ineressss to C.M.H... unite
Total ¥.1.
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REOUOASIZATION OF ARKOURED DIVISIONS

HHE
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erly in June Lt-Gen Nelaughton eaprosced his views in &

table to B.DiHeet

it




After explaining that there would bdbe no difficulty in operating in ¢lose
association with the British with the existing organizstion, he added!
“This view has now been accepted by u%—M.’GWM of the
Expeditionary Foree." (C.M.H.G file 1/Cdn Army/1t Tol GS 1998,
mn.munmn.uum ok ML ik -

4. nwuymnmmmwmcmmm ;
divisions was rejected at this time, it was indfcated thet a number of
changes in detai) would be neecessary. One of these, the introduction of
u additional field regiment in the armoured uﬁeh-z wes mn to
be carried out immediately. Others would have to wait unt

policy was more clearly settled., Lt.~Oen, MeNaughton in the seme cadle
said: "I eonsider that we should eonform as ¢losely as possible to War
Office Unit W.E.'s unless we hn strong reasons to m contrary,” (see

para 15),

M. The question of mominuu”ofm formations
reviewed in Cctober 1942, At a meeting held at H.Qs First Cdn Army on :
22 Oet it was agreed that there was a need for more infantry in an armoured
division, Three organizations were considered :

(a) The umm‘nmn ounn_uu-l A
(1) An armoured drigade of three

armoured regiments and a motor

,battelion, :

(44) 4n infantyy brigade of three
infentry battalions,

(111) An armoured ear yegiment.

(b) hommmmw c.s.m
Cdn drmyt

uhhwmouﬁm"
mmm .

(11) ummo-rumu-

try bdattalisnc, e motor tm.u-.
ul a carrier battalion,

{448) An ermoured Mactlut

; (¢) An organizetion proposed by Me j,=0en,
_ B, Sensom, 0.0.,Cs 5 Cdn Armd Dive

(1) 4n m Mnh of m
mlth

(11) An infantry brigade of thres
infentry battalions,

(111) A 1light brigade of two motor
battelions end o divisional -

The genersl opinion of the meeting favoured s688thing M the lines of :



the last proposal (C.M.Heoe file 1/Cdn irmy/1/8: m
held 22 Oct 42), In December, however, s decision onfora os ¢
a8 possible to British organizetion and establishments meent the edop-

tion of the British organigation for the arvmoured divisions (see below
raras ")o '

6. This change meant that there were three surplus armoured
rogiments in each of the two srmoured divisions, There waes also one
surplus infantry (metor) Battalion, but two additional infantry datta=
lions wepe needed for esch division. The first suggestion was to
amalganate the six srmoured regiments of each division into three with
combined titles to perpetuste the unitsj the surplus motor battalion
would be converted inte the recomnaissance regiment now required; two
additional infentry battelions would be provided by the conversion of
maghine T- battalions (Ibid: Memorandum, G.0.C.~in<C., First Cdn Army,
Dee 42). An objection wes reised, however, thet the amslgamation of
the ermoured rogiments and the resultant despsteh of the lesst efficient
men to the reinforcement units would prejudice the aveiladility of cood
reinforcements when requived. (Ibid: Jenior Officer, €.M.H.is to
Hesdquarters First Cdn Apay, & Dec 42), There were, moreover, othey
uses which had been proposed for the machine gun battalicns (see below

- paras 160-162).

2%, #hen definite proposals were submitted to H.D.H... for appro-

val the details of the conversion had changed considersbly (Ibid: Tel

one of the remsinder into the armoured reconnaissence regiment; the other
two wpuld be withdrewn temrorarily to the status of reinforcements with
the ultimate intention of forming a tenk delivery and a third

army tank brigede out of the four regiments, The try battalions
were to be provided by the eonversion of the surplus motor battalion in
each division end the sddition of two battslions from Canada. The effece
tive dete for this reorgenization wes to be 1 Jen 43. :
28, The resulting proposed order of battle was as follows ¢
4 S4n Arwd Div
Armd Recce Regti 29 Armd Regt (S, Alta R,)
Armd Bdes 21 Armd Regt (GeGeFe00 )
22 Armd Regt (C.C.Gs
28 Aymd Regt (B.C.R,)
Lgke Sup R,
Inf Bde: Fole Fua
- Inf Bn
Inf Bn
- B.S4n Jpmd Diy
Armed Recce Regt: 3 Armd Regt (0.0.H.G,)
Armd Bde: 3 Armd Regt (14 3.11,)
S Armd Regt (8 N.B.H,)
9 Armd Regt (B.C.D.)
Ugatmr R,
Inf Blet Ir R, C, (from & Div)
Perth R,

The units no longer required in the divisions were disposed of as follows:
25 Armd Rogt (Rlgin R) = To provide tank delivery

squedrons.
87 Armd Regt (Sher Fus R,) = To become army tenk
6 Aymd Regt (1.H.) ‘rogiments in 3 Cdn Army

10 Armd Regt (Fort Garry's) Tk Bde,



> 9
1 Armd C. Regt (R.CD.) <~ Withdrewn to army troops
18 Armd C, Regt (12 D,) :

The former support group headquarters were converted into divisional
artillery headquarters., H.«l. 3 Armd Bie became H.Q. 8 Cdan Army Tk
Bde; He.ye 1 Armd Bde became H.Qs Inf Bde in 5 Cdn Aymd Div. The
headguarters for the infantry brigade in 4 Cdn Armd Div was to be
formed in the United EKingdom, 2 Cdn Armd Bde became 5 Cdn Armi Bde,

29, The reorganipation of 5 Cdn Apmd Div was carried out in the
mdloorhmrynu. At the same time 3 Cdn Army Tk Bde was formed
and 25 Cdn Armi Regt was attached to it for training, The two armoured
car regiments were lm uth M mpuuvo divisions for training ’
(Ibdd: C.M.H.Q, Administra pder No., 2, 10 Jan 43). The infantry
brigade of 4 Cdn Armd D , onp eted until September 1943 when
The Lincoln and Welland Regiment, The Algonquin Regiment, and The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlenders of Caneda (Princess Louise's) were selectod.
These units had all come over from Canada during the year (C.M.H.Q. file
1/cdn Army/1/3% Tel G5 2401, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 28 Sep 43), ,

THE ADOPTION OF BRITIGH BSTABLISEMENTS

30, During 1942 the British had extensively revised their
organization and unit establishments, Three nain types of division were
now adopted, an armoured division as described in the preceding section,
an infantry division of three infantry brigades such as the Canadians had
continued to use, end a division of one army tank and two infantyy bri-
gades, This divisionsl reorganization had involved some changes in unit
establishments, The British had also been influenced by the shortage of
manpower to adopt more economical establishments wherever possible,
Neither of these factors had affected the Canadian Army throughout 1942,
Further it was expected during that year that the Cansdian Army would de
in a position to operate independently, and there had been therefore no
compelling reason for following all the British changes in establisliment,
Lt « McNaughton pointed out that "as a result of this condition, the
Cdn Army hed been @ble to evolve its own ideas on battle orgaenizetion and

had produced many sound ideas, which hed since been incorporated in British
War ntaumn-m. cc.u.l.o,. file 1/Cdn Army/1/2: E‘;‘m i; a
C 0J There were other changes : introduced

as a result of exper euo or new requirements; most of these had been
considered for adoption by the Canadicns, but not all had as yet deen
accepted in a final state,

31, | But towards the end of 1942 it began to be doubtful whether
the Canadian Army programme could be completed, By September it was :
apparent that the manpower situation in Canada was going to affect materi-

ally the development of the army programme. A message from the Chief of
the General Staff, ¥.D.H.Q.,, gave this warning:

It ie apparent now that A.G.'s forecests as
to monthly deapateh for overseas cannot be
implemented for nert two menths at least
due to a combination of unevoidable cir-
cumstances and quite apart from method of
procurement, Regerding long range programme
necessary information and forecasts will not
be available from selective service for
another two weeks.,,. Feel you should know
that uncertainties entirely epart from
method of procurement make it inadviseble
to assume that provision ean be made for
any substantial additional capital commit~
ments t0 progremme already asuthorized
without full study and decision by war
committee after necessary information is
fortheoming.

(C.%.H,4s file 1/Cdn Army/2: Tel G5 419,

DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, § Jep 423).



I.

v,

vi.

88, - But a further cable from the Chief of the Ceneral Staff N.D.HeQ
said in paxt ¢ :

Obvicualy our plans must be based on information
presently sveilable regarding governing factors
of manpower and shi to leed to a practical
composition of the Cansdian irmy having

mﬂhc“\hﬂuﬁyumulﬂoh

The conelusion reached on this review (of manpower)
is that we are not justified in meking commitments
for fresh cspital in the form of new units beyond

the limitetions expressed in Fera VI,

Consequently and without weiting to end of yeer
we have to accept the conclusicn that it is not
feasible to plan for a composition of the First
Caned ian Army suech that it eould operate wholly
independently with all Canedien Bese L. of C,
and Apmy troops which after all could seem to de
envisaging the ideal,

A8 regards shipping... it must be accepted thet
there is 1ittle chance of any incresse beyond

the allotment now antiecipated., If the rate of
5000 per month prevails throughout 1943 4t will

‘pormit at moat of provision of reinforcements foy

1945 at battle easualty rate and transportation
of units now authorized or their approximate
equivelent in nusbers, I weuld point cut howevey
that we shall accept any sdditional shipping space
made available sven if to f£1l1l it means s serious
disloeation of our home defence units and
forrmationa, B -

Based upon above considerations I have recommended
and A.G. agrees that cur objective az tc the
strength of the First Canedian Army overseas should
be limited first to presently authorized formed
end forming units overzeas., -econd tc presently

raml
o



suthorized units designated for overseas service
formed or forming in Cansde, Third to persomnel
for establishment increase... Fourth to units

that we might be able to make available directly

or by eonversion from home defense formstions.
Fifth reinforcements at proposed new battle casuality

(CoM.HoQe file 1/Can Apmy/3t mmw,
DEFENZOR to CANGILITRY, 15 Nov 42,)

54, This definite statement of ths limitations imposed by menpower
and shipping was accopted dy Lt.<Gen, ﬂu?tw, who yeplied: "Under
these e¢ireumstances I recognize alse that it may not bde possible to
operate a8 a Cdn Army, I propose mow if you
before Celsbes, at War Ofriee and obtairn his view as to the best form
our contribution can take. (CoMil,Qe file 1 . -3 |
CANMILITRY to DEFINCR, 17-Nov 42)s He reported the result of this con-
sultation with General Brooke four days later as fo 3 is very
definitely Generel Brocke's opinion that the project for a Cdn Army
should be maintained and he hoped that our 2nd Army Tk Bde weo
over in duwe ecurse, He said that shipping on

in several mmuwtlanoﬁ‘_ count on increased allotments."
It was indicated that some reduetien in L, of C, units might bde possible
and that some use could be mede of Forestry Corps persomnel alresdy

the UK. Miture cperations might reguire the Censdians to be resdy
operate as sn Apny on the Continent by 1 Oct 43 with only limited prior
participation, "In consequence in my considered opinion our programme
should aim at the following !¢

(a) By 1 April 1943 our three inf Divs, two Ayesd
Dive (reorganized on new British model) and
one Aymy Tank Bde to be completed to establishe
ment and two months reinforcements at Intense
Fgte to be aveilsble in United Kinglom, Also
continue with development of sclscted rearward
units for later use,

{(b) By ) August 1943 efter mainteining reinforce~
ments at minimum of two months Intense, organi-
zation of the rearward units .., to be pro-
ceodod with." ‘

§ Tol S 5941, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR,
v 42), . :

85, As a result of the ebov: luvelopments, consideration had to

be given to the possidility of the Canadian divis or corps operating
sepsrately es pert of British formations, Although the Aray Commander did
poet abandon the intention of ereating e balanced Canadian Apmy, he cone
sidered 1t adviseble in the interesta of cocnomy of manpower and eo=-
operation with British formations to adopt British organizetion and este-
blishments throughout, It had alrealy bdeen decided to reorganize the

two armoured divisions on lines similar te the British (sbove paras 22-29),
and it was now decided to alopt the British crgenizetion as & whole except
for minor necessary ¢hanges %@.ﬂ&.-m.. Firet Can Army to G.0's
Coy 4 and 5 Can Armd Divs, 2 )o 4% the seme time instyuctions were
jesued that all erms of the serviee would be reorganised on British Wer
Establ ishments (Ibid: Opgaes Pirst Cd 2 Dee 42).

86, Beoncmy in manpower from this reorgsnizetion was not great, ;
There were no appreciable difrerences exc in srmoured corps and infantry,
The saving in the former by the reduction in the nusber of srmoured brig-
ades was almost completely offset by increesed requirements for infentry
(Ibid: Memorendum of AJD.AsGe(A), B Dec 43), | |

.l L N
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3. mum-nmuummuummu‘
were felt particulerly in the ordnance services, Although the proposel
to follow British organizetion involved extenaive reorganization of
ordnsnce units (see bolow paves 187-180), the decision was welcomed by the

pmmhcmmmsmmumuumn.lmm
force. “Every time a departure is mede from the British orgmization, by
adding another eomplete unit, portion of a umit, or even an individual
officer or vehicle, mnhuuuo situation generally ic thrown out of
line and the sdditions have repercussions right dack to the Base," This
difficulty hed been felt before, 'It&npolmtlmmnm
ing to have te Canedian estadlishments, it has been found impossible
to desl in tly with the War Office on questions of supply.” (Ibid:
Nemorandum, 4.DeyslieGe, Coli,Heis, & Dot 42.) :

REVISED FROFOSED ORGANIZATION
g8, umnuummmsumnan

o
:
d
E
H
g
:
%
:

39. ho w-lmemmhpm thn-plctm of the
Apmy in three stoges ss follows ¥

1A Ape &5 ¢ One corps composed of one armoured and two
" infantry divisions, to be resdy to participste
nwpmumuxummu
duration,

1 Aug 49 @ mmmmnmwamuh
armoured divisions with essential army troops, =
to be vresdy to secure end hold a dridgehesd on
mmmwwmum. ‘

1 Oet 43 ¢ Force of 1 Aug 45 plus G.H.Qs and L.of C, troops
and base units, to be resdy tc operate as e
Canadien Army On the Continent with all essential
rearward services. -

m Brig Gu5. Pirst (. Arsy to Senior Officer
ale, 28 ’OV 42,)

16 was 6180 stabed that the 0.0.0.-1n-C, had dectded to conveit 8 Cdn Div.
to the new British "Division” using 1 Cdn Army Tk Rde for the armoured @
brigsde (see above para 50), One of its infantry brigades would be used

mwm.-maonoumoummmm'
soving of menpowey, Whereas the firet stage could be completed with the
expocted mmuuynnn. mmu»mm mn 4 w ;
poasidility Dee 42) lﬂ
Commander was st acuss » manner c.uu-lquﬂ
be completed with the Wap Office,

4. u.msumtmwummuunm
Censdian Army priority on shipping to the extent of 10,000 per menth
(Colislioqe file 1/0an Army/1/2t Tel OO 4161, CANNIL to DEFENDOR, ,
21 Dee 42)e This wes about deuble the eurrently expected alloestion,

8
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. Lt.-Cen. HoNaughton reported further:

DeseDe informed me this morning that Wele
and C.-in-C, Home Forces are counting on
our troops in Order of Battle by 1 April
1943 as rollowst: Cdn Army HeQe Two Corps
Hele, two Inf Divs (each thres Inf Bdes),
one Div (twc Inf Bies one Tk Bde), and one

irmd Div together with quota of Corps, Army,

ete, troops.

#,0, will contribute up to 9000 per Division
as a permanent commitment to complete our
reayward services and more if necessary until
our own guota is fully available,

1 April 1945 15 a target date end does not
meen that operations are planned to comuence .
then. They will provably be later,

Detailed caleulations of manpower requirements
show that with shipping rete proposed after
providing for any necessary changes in Unit
Esteblishments and the bringing over of uaits ’
of 2 Cdn Corps now mobilized in Canada full

scsle of three months reinforcements should be
evailable for our umits in guestion by end

April, In this ccnnection ¥,0, are planning

te hold cnly ome months reinforeements

{mmediately available for their force.

As a long term objective I propose that Cdn
Army should comprise two corps with thyee
Infantry Dive (thwee Inf Bdes), two Aymi Dive
(one Inf end one Armd Bde), and thyee Army ,
Tank Bdes, Flesse note that this i¢ five Armd
Bdes in all as compared with six now suthorized,
but as number of tanks in nmew Armi Bdes is
slightly increased the total tanks in the force
remains substantislly unchanged, '

As en immediste project and in order to meet
view C.~in<C, Home Forces with which I agree I
propose ! |

(s) that 1 end 8 Cdn Dive should continue on
three Inf Bde basis,

(v) thst 2 Cda Div should have 1 6dn Army Tk
Bde attached rerlacing an Inf Bde detached
to provide temporerily the Inf Bde with 4
Cdn M n"o

(e) that 5 Cdn Armd Div and 4 Cdn Armd Div
should be reorgsnized on British model
forthwith, &

Tel G 4182, CANMILITRY t0
DaFENJOR, 31 Dee 42).

4o A draft opder of battle wes prepared in December 1942 with

a target dete of 1 Oct 43 for completion. The composition was based on
the sssumption that First Cdn Army would be a "follow through” rather than
an asssult force, Thus speciel units such as Docks Wu’ Companies

&
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Beach Detachments were not included. The units which the War Office
undertaken to provide were indiceted (see below paras 65 - 67).

8 of arms end serviees were reguestod to subdbmit their recommendstions
on the suitebility of the proposed composition, It was emphasized that
dopartures from DBritish organizations snd Wer Sstablishments would be

permitted only for the very strongest reasons (Ibidt: MNemopandum Brig
N.E. Rodger, 23 Dee 42).

43, Owing to the uncertainty as to the future role of First
Cdn Aymy it was not possible at this time to complete the details for tle
rearsard units that might be required, Aecordingly, it wes proposed to
carry through the reorganigation in the following oxder of pricrity @

I, The completion of the five divisions on am
orgenizetion that would facilitate their
employment with & British force,

II. The completion of the two corps troops and
divisional inerements, also on British este-
blisiments so that they could be used in-
dividuslly in a British force.

1II, The provision of such army troops as would
be needed for service with detached corps.

IV, The provision of other units needed for
army, L, of C,, and base to the extent to
which Canada eould supply.

The first three requirements could be determined with reasonable accurasy,
but as fer ao the fourth was concerned the only thing definite was the
British underteking to supyly 9000 men per division (Ibid: Tel G5 4221,
CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR, 28 Deec 42). N

44, The reorganigation of the armoured divisions was spproved by
NeDeHols on 28 Dec 42 Tel COS 693, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY 28 Dec 42).
On 7 Jan 43 approvel wes 8 y granted for the reorganization of 1, 2,
and 3 Cdn DY which became known as 1, 2, end 8 Cdn Inf Divs, and for the
completion of 1 and 2 Cdn Corps, and the mobilizaetion of Heye 8 Cdn Aray Tk
Bde to administer the three surplus armoured regiments Tel €G3 16,
DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 7 Jan 43; Tel GU 67, CaANM to DEFENJOR,

11 Jen 43), The recrganization of the two corps took effect from 11 Jan 43,
It involved the adoption of the British organization for the two armoured _
divisions, the formation of 8 Cdn Army Tk Bde, end the sdoption of British
dar Establishmenta for ell units, It wes provided that the persomnel of 3
Cdn Army Tk Bde would be used as reinforecements only when no other suitable
reinforcements were available, The reorgaenizstion of machine gun battalions
and drigede and divicions)l defence platoons wase held in abeyance until
British poliey concerning new support companies was clarified., (Ibid:
WM Jan 48), The effect of this reorganization
on iv arms deseribed below, The moav i t changes involved

woere in RoCeAs5i0e, RO 0L, and R.CAML, units i Tels GO 4228,
4229, 4235, 4256, 4237, 4242, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, Deo 42).
45, The ultimate organization of the Cenadian Army envisaged three

infuntyry divisions, two armoured divisions, three army tank brigedes, guota
of army, CG.Hsge, Le of C,, and base units, The detailed list proposed is
given in Appendixz "A", In this appendix the ermy, G.H.Q., and L, of C,
units are taken from the list drewn up st the end of February 1943, when
definite proposals were first forwarded to N.D.H.Q. The units which would
be supplied by the British arve not included, They consisted mainly of A.A.
artillery, heavy artillery, labour and engineer units (see below paras 64-
70). The target date for the completion of the programme for operations
against the continent was 51 Aug 45 when the despateh of necessary personnel
from Canada should be completed, but portions might de required earlier
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(ses para 71). The intermediate m«tm was the maintensnce of existing
infentry divisions, the completion o qumnuaumuv. the
completion of 4 Cdn Armd Div hc infantry battalions from Canada,
the preparstion of 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde Mopmncu.lhm!mcfaﬂl
Army Tk Bde in midsummer, ﬂ\hm oummyuuq:(m‘:
Tel Gs 83, CANNILITRY to DEFENSOR, 18 Ji A few remarks on this new

organigation may be found in uurun om«z. Heport No, 81)

MANFO4ER CEILING

46. In June 1942 Lt.-Oen. NeNsughton, outlining the problems ine
volved in plenning the organization of the Canadien Army, told N.D.H.y. that
he "would appreciate information as to total &hbluh.t Canadian Field
Army which might be used for dasis of plans of development up to end March
1948, on the assumption that there are no major tions meanwhile",

© {CoMsHeqe file 1/Cdn Army/): Tel GJ 1998, CANMIL to DEFENSOR, 12 Jun 42),

It was not possible to rovide this information until the gemeral question
of availeble manpower in Canada had been decided (Ibid: Tel GD 1306,
DEFENGOR to CANMILITRY, 26 Jun 42),

47, mmwtmnmummu.ﬁtummmm
later in the year (C.E.H.Q file 1/Cdn Army/1/2: Tel G5 3941, CANMILITRY to
DEFENGOR, 21 Nov 42)., In answer the following picture was provided by the
Cnief of the General Jtaff:

(a) If shipping were available an attempt would de
made to deapatch 64,000 men from Censda during
the first eight months of 19435,

{b) Incremses in capitel commitments during 1943
totalled over 44,000 instead of 18,000 as
originally ntium.

{e) It was felt desirable to maintain reinforcements
for three months in the United Kingldom rasther
mnrmmuumwn
the Army Commander,

(4) nm-hummtmmwm'm
sub ject to approval by the #ar Committee,

%m)m 643, DEFENJOR to CANMILITRY
42).

48, Flans were made on the basis of the numbers thus indicated ed
available, But it was impossible to draw up the ecomplete proposals at onee.
Feanwhile great difficulty was experienced in getting approval for the
initisl proposals involving the reorgenization or the five uvmm over-
am% 4 Jan 483 mumcmmumwn. nbuul.
Lt.~0en, u-mm stressed the need for more expeditious action., "“As ‘
indicated in several of my recent cabdles the reorganization of cur divisions
and corps tpe is a most urgent matter and one which I do nmot econsider should
be further delayed for the meticulous cslculation of eatablishments of .
each unit,"” He pointed out that in most cases a reduction in uuuuu-uu
was involved (Ibid: Tel 05 u. CANMILITRY to DEFEN.JOR, 5 Jan 43).

49, Authority was accordingly granted for the mutm of
infantry and armcoured divisions and the com;letion of ecorps troocps already
authorized, and for the provision overseas of reinforcements for three
months' westage at the intense rete., A furtser step towards elarifying
future development was taken by pointing out that the despateh of 64,000



men overseas during the next eight months would permit & maximum establish-
ment ineluding C.M.H.Q. units and reinforcements of 226,000 (Ibid: Tel

CG5 16, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 7 Jan 43).

50, A recalculation of the figures raised the overseas total of
232,100, The difference was made up largely by a decision to absorb over-
seas 4000 illiterates whom it had been intended to replace (Ibid: Tel CGS
38, DEFENSOR to CARMILITRY, 15 Jan 43; Tel G5 422, CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR,
26 Feb 43), Out of this total, after the requirements of authorized units
and their reinforcements had been met, there remained a bslance for use as
required, This represented the numbers aveileble for such additional units
as were needed to complete the composition of the Cenadien Army. FPlanning
now proceeded on the basis of keeping the total strength within the manpower
ceiling of 232,100, : |

- Bke - The following points were brought ocut during e conversation

between Lt .-Oen, MeNaughton emd Lt.-Gen. Stuart, C.G.5., N.D.H.Q., during a
visit of the latter to the United Kingdom early in 1943:

General Stuart said that now the manpower ceiling -
for the Cdn Army had been fixed he considered
that the internal organization of Cdn Army Overseas
was a matter for General MeNaughton's own decision,
by the War Cabinet where necessary; Second - the
retention of three months'.reinforcements at in-
tense rate; Third -~ that capital increase will be
“limited to extent necessary to fall within replcee-
ment of battle casualty commitment at rate of 5000
per month as from 1 Jep 45. General MeNaughton
replied that he was satisfied that the total man~
power now allotted to the Army in the U.K. by the
Cdn ¥ar Cabinet was sufficient to develop the
balanced army he had proposed and that he felt the
total represented a just and proper eontribution
by Canada in present cirecumstences, It was agreed
that every effort would be made to ensure a steady
flow of approximately 5000 personnel monthly as
reinforcements for the First Cdn Army after the
target date 31 Aug had been reached.

nunber of nhﬁm needed uon orer,
CuM.HiQs, B Apr 45, Report No. 134).

52, Confirmation of this understanding was later embodied in a
cable. In this the manpower ceiling of 232,100 was accepted and approval
granted for the formstion of new units subject to the three conditions
outlined above | { Tel CGS 139, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 6 Mar 43). A
warning from C.M.H.Q, that under some e¢ircumstances 5000 a month might not
prove sufficient, brought a reiteration from the C.G.3., N.D.H.Q., "that
the manpower ceiling had two compoments, first the figure of 232,100
representing total strength and 3 months' reinforcements at intense rate,
and second & flow of 5000 men per month subsequent to 1lst September.”

Tel G5 534, CANMILITRY to DEFENSCR, 10 Mar 43; Tel CGS 149,
D to CANMILITRY 13 Mar 43). This interpretation was accepted by
the Army Commander (C.M,H.Q file 1/Cdn Army/1/3: Tel G5 589, CANMILITRY
to DEFENSOR, 20 Mar 43). | e

83. dome ad justments were subsequently made to this eeiling,
but the principle end the total number of men aveileble for the Field Foree
remained unchanged. When the lst Canadian Parachute Battalion was included
4n the overseas foree in the spring of 1943, the ceiling was raised by
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1100 to 283,200 to take care of this unit and uonutmmu@*j,
Tel AG 3811, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 4 Jun 48). +“hen ten ompanies
the Canadian Forestry Corps were returned to Cansde at the end of 1943,
the to 282,756 (c.l.l.w ﬂhlﬂuw

ceiling was roduced

~ United Kingdom which would employ men of low un y (CoMHQe
{;1:'1/2? Apmy/1/5: Memorandum, Bcﬂoﬂo&. CoMoHoQo 80 5D & To,
. ;

54, The status hmtunulhme oouhln the
Cenedian Jomen's Army Corps, Nureing Sisters, and ermy units serving with
m«mm-m«amcmm in the summer of 1943, It
had been assumed at C.M.H.Q. that the C,#,A.C, 444 not count against the
ceiling, and there wus also a desire to extlude Nursing Sisters and Dutd
companies serving the ReCeAsFe (C.MiH.qe file 1/Cdn Army/1/S:

FPiret Cenadian Army, 15 Jun 45; m

Jul 43). It was pointed out thocnpumt
of C.iW.hdCo oversens unt in effect a ecapital ingresse in personnel to
the extent of those needed to sdminister this speecial group |
Hemorandum, DiAJG., C.M.H.Qs to Senior Officer, 28 Jul 43)., It was laid
down, however, that the ceiling included "all femnle army personnsl end
army personnel employed with other services incl C.D.C. serving R C.A.F."
(o.n.n.q; file 1/Cdn Apmy/)/41 Tel GuD 1307, DEFENJOR. to CANMILITRY,
7 Cet 435).

55. The principle of the manpower ceiling was extended to both
theatres in which the Canadian forces subseguently operated, In order to
contrel the growth of the Cansdien forees in Itely, which in the carly
part of 1944 was threstening to impair the cmamum of men for the
remainder of First Cdn Army, s sub-ceilins was devised for that theatre
in Pebruary ‘1944 Chief of Staff C.M.H.Qs t0 G400 o~in-C, First Cdn
Army, 2 Feb 44 778, CANNILITRY to FLAMBO foy CANDEX, 13 Mar 44).
After the invesion of France hed begun in June 1944, a similar ceiling
was instituted for thet thestre. The remainder of the manpower allowed
after these two sub-ceilings hed been deductcd, remained at the disposal
of C.MH.Q. for essential units in the United Kingdos, and for the provi=
sion out of a contingency reserve of such sdditions as might be uuuuy
in either theatre (C.¥.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/5: Chief of Staff, C.M.Hele
0 Gu0.0,-1n=C, First Cdn Army, 87 Jun 44). The !u omn hl noput &Y
similar method of controlling its manpower (Ibid ¢ o

56. In August 1944 a new ceiling was established forthe Canedian
Army Oversess. The total now was 234,500, This provided for four dentel
companies to serve the R.C.A.F, and one to serve the R.C.N. It alse in-
cluded lst Canadien “pecial Jervice Battalion, the Militery Staff for the
Canadian Mission at Algiers, the Canadian Army <how, and the militery
personnel of the Cenadian Overseas Treasury Steff, The strength of these
various units and staff sccounted for the addition to the ceiling. It
was further provided that capital inereases would "continue to be limited
so that estimated reinforcement comnitments for battle casualties overa
12 months period will NOT exzceed & monthly average of 4000, This was a
drop of 1000 per month compared with the proposed yrovision wher the
ceiling sas first establishel (Ibid: “nief of the General Jutr. NeDoHeQo

to CoM HeQe, 7 Aug 44)e

AUTHORITY FCR MOBILIZATICR OR RECRGANIZATION OVERGEAS.

5%7. _ The owluul reorganization of the Canadisn Army was
infiuenced to a grest extemt by British policy. idjustments were also
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necessary in the light of operational siperience. For these and other :
roasons ad‘itions and changes had to bde initisted overseas, often at short
notice, If all changes in unit establishments or the composition of formae
tions had to be authorized in Canada before they could be put into effect,

- conasidersble delay would be unaveidable, There was, therefore, a need to

define the limits within which slterations could be made oversess without
waiting m sueh authority.

dhen the formetion of Army Hesdquarters wes esuthorized in
Mhlm,mwwumm:d t

(a) to vary estabs of individual units up to
maxisum 5% for personnel of verious Cdn
war estabs inel G 1098 in consequential
chenges, #hen changes made Cdn estads '
to conform to similar amendment authorized
by ssmy Council for British eatabs this
suthesiiy 18 extended to 108, All sueh
changes in estabs to be forwerded N.D.H,«.
as early jpossible.

{b) Army Comir will have suthority set up
provisional estads to cover experimental
and temporary organizstions and special
courses of instruction subjeet to following
conditions ¢

(1) Yersonnel to count as if held for
reinforcements,

(41) Ranks and trede groupings to be
scting while so émployed end to
terminate when unit or course is
dishanded,

(411)

(C.H.Hote file 1/Cdn Army/1: Tel GSD 602,
DEPEN.CR to cumz.xm. 28 Mar 42,)

This suthority, in so far as ad justments to estadblishments were omnnl,
was subssquently econfirmed by quu-ﬁmtl. P, u/tm dated ¢4 hr @2
(eopy on C.M.H.Qs file 1/0dn Army,

59. The telegram GSD 802 was interpreted overseas as permitting
the initial mobilizetion of units listed in the army programme pending
epproval by the Privy Couneil, In defence of this it was pointed out that
such procedure saved comsid-rable time (Ibid: Tel Gs 3316, cmm to
DEFENJCR, 28 Sep 43).

60, ‘But all new units formed under suttority of telegrem GiD 602 .
were counted as reinforeements, Any units intended for inclusion in the
Canadian Army were thus left in an anomslous position, pending formal

approval from Ottewa, There wae, morecever, a reluctance at N.D.H.ye to
approve new units before the complete prosremme wes clear, Serly in 1943
it was necessary to mobilize rearward units for exercice "SPARTAN" before
the full army proposals were ready. Authority was pequested for this

v-mnnuphutmsmm-nmm-umummum
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perszonnel already asuthorized for despateh (C.H,H.qs file 1/Cdn Arsy/1/21t
Tel 035 420, CANMILITRY to DEFENOR, 24 Feb 43),

€l. The manpowey ceiling recently ectabliched was used in
Ottawa to define this further extension of suthopity !

approvel granted .... for formation on temporery
basis of such additional units as may be required
subject to following gualifications, Firet, »
confirming authority must be obtained from N.D,H.q.
a8 soon as establishments aveilable; seecond, total
strength plus 8 months reinforcements at intense
rate =ust come within sbove stated manpower ceiling;
third, capitel inereases must be limited so that
estimated reinforcement commitments for battle
casualties and wastage over 12 month period subdbse-
quent 1 ceptember 43 will not exceed monthly aversge
of 5000,

T.)l CGs 139, DEFENOR to CANMILITRY,
43)e 3

It was subsequently confirmed that this suthority covered also revision
of existing establishments subject to the seme conditions (Ibid: Tel €G3
149, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 18 Mar 43).

6z, The effeet of these authorities was to give the Army Commander
a free hand in organizing the Canedian Army subject only to the limitations
of the manpower ceiling. Cutside those limits units could be formed if
necessery under telegram GJD 602, but personnel so used had to be counted as
reinforcements, Noreover, reinforcements could not be demanded for suech units
It wes, therefore, recommended that this authority should be used sparingly
and only in cases where the unit was of a truly temporary nature (Ibid: Jenior
officer, C.M.H.Qs t0 G.0C,~in-C,, First Cdn Army, 17 Nar 43),

63. #hen manpower sub-ceilings were esteblished for the thestres
of operations (above para 55), the Senior Canadien Commander in esch theatre
was given suthority similar to telegram G.D 602, to form texjorary uzits from
his reinforcement pool. This permitted s degrsc of flexibility within the
theatre without the delay involved in referring everything to C.N.H.qs Any
changes of a permanent nature had still to be referred to C.M.H.Q. for
approval and the aprropriste ad justment to the contingeney reserve (C.M.HWQ.
file 1/0dn Army/1/4: Chief of Jtaff, C.M.H.Qs to Gu0Co~in<C,, First Cdn
Army, 2 Feb 44; Tel G5 778, CANMILITRY to FLAMBO for CANDEX, 18 dar 44, elso
C.M.H,4e file 1/Can Apuy/1/5t Chief of Staff, C.M.H.4e t0 0.0 =1nl,,
Firet Cdn Army, 27 Jun 44).

@

JHE IRITIH CONPONENT

64. When the Cenadian Apmy programme waes submitted to the War
Office for comment at tiae begianing of 1942, the latter had pointed out the
need for a large "teil" to maintain sueh a force in the field, They pointed
cut further that, in the circumstances which had existed in the previous year
and a half, the genersl Yendency had been to reduce administrative units in
order to provide as meny fighting units ss possidbles Aeccordingly, there wae
a shortage of the type of units that would be required om the lines of com~
mnieation for large-seale operatiocns on the continemt., It was suggested
that the Cansdians should provide their proper proportion (C.M.H.q. file
1/Cdn Army/1t Brig. D.G. Watson, D.De3sD., ¥ar Office to Lt.~Gen, A.C.L,
MeNgughton, 2C Jen 42). :

65, During 1942 Canadian planning had taken this requirement into
account. But when the limitations of Cansdian manpower beeams known, it
became necessary either to reduce the number of combatant formations or to
hand over responsibility for many of these rear units to the British, In
December 1942 the iar Office agreed to contribute up to 9000 men for each
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Canadian division (C.#.H.Q file IM MNSI !cl G 61.. cmm
to DEFENSOR, 21 Dee 42),

66, The units which it l.. mpoul that m lrttut llnu u.-
tribute towards the Cansdian quota consisted mainly of antieaircraft 2
srtillery, heavy artillery, labour and enginecr units 1 Tel Q3 l.g
CARMILIIRY to DEFENSOR, 18 "Jan 43). Of these one 1ight no heavy anti-
aireraft regiment, one field regiment, and two heavy artillery m. :
with their ancillary lw“r service corps and Muanut:i

M.;. \

to be included within First remainder
or L. of €, unita List, n De¢ 42), The prineiple
was, as far as poss s So Army with Canadian units

(C.E.HeQe file 1/04n Jw/l/llb lmnu-. DoAek GuMyGy, First Gdn irmy
to G.0,Co=ineC,, 17 Aug 48), In the csse of anti-aircraft artillery the
lrnuh were in a particularly good position to alloeate units which had

been serving in the Air Defence of Great Uritein (C.W.H.q. file 1/0dn Army/1/&
Tel G5 4221, CANMILITRY to DEFEN:OR, 26 Dec 42). The Canadians had no heavy
artillery overseas and this beceme & purely British commitment (C.M.H.qe
‘file 1/Org Arty/1: W“. GeSs0s II, 34D 1, CollsHiye,; 10 Jul 43),

67, %hen the details of G.H.3s and L, of C, troops began to be e 8
worked cut in conjunetion with the Wayr Office, it was found thet the Britiah
undertaking to contribute 9000 men per Canasdian division did not remove all
difficulties. A tentative composition of a field foree was prepered to
include thirteen British divisions and five Cansdian divisions, It was found
thet the requirements for British troops were 62,000 over their available
manpower, and ti¢ proposed provision of Cansdian troops 17,000 over the limit

set for the vanedisn Army Overseas (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cont H -
Hﬁ%ﬁi“h The Censdian Army was forced
eon ion t preceribed and to rely on the British to m

up the difference, A 145t of the unite the Cansdians proposed to supply for
GuHeQe and L, of C, troops was completed by the end of February 1943
(CoMoHaye file 1/0dn dpmy/1/21 Tel G5 455, CANMILITRY to DEFENOR, 1 Mar 48).

68, A revised composition of the field force m yunm in Hayeh
1545, The following points were noted @ ,

{a) Although the B.E.F, mm 477,480 British
personnel and 167,124 Cdn personnel (i.e.
about 5 British to 1 Cdn), the "eguivalent”
divisions are in the ion of 9 British
and 6 Cdn (three Cdn Tk bdes counting as en
equivalent div), In other words, slthough
the aversge gross division is 42,000, only
28,000 Cdn personnel are being ed for
esch Cdn division, and the Wer Office is
providing the remaining 14,000 for each of
our gross equivalent divisions,

(b} The resultant British manpower commitment is
now being examined to decide whether even this
force oan be raised, It 12 extremely unlikely
thet additional British personnel cam be found,
and the War Office Geneprel ~txff will not
accept any for additicns to the ;
British fon of the Force unless mecompenied
by propossls for compensating deductioms, Thus i
it is apparent that only for the strongest ’ A
reasons would the War Office accept a further ; ,“
increase in Cdn demands for British manpower, £
and consequently further changes in the com-
poaition of Cdn Army oversess will have to be
-nbynlmuu&hmmm
dlotlnt.

(0 MBads 110 1/08n Away/1/3t BiGods,

Aymy Ovepseas, 27 Mar 43),
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69, The War Office scecepted this substantial increase in their
eontribution over the original 9000 per division. They pointed out,
however, their difficulty in finding enough tradesmen, particularly for
transportation, signal, trensport, ordnence and workshop units,
Hemorendum, Director of Staff Dutiee, Wer Office to C.M.H.Q., 9 Apr 43),
The Ceanadians found that they were obliged in some instances to govern
the choice of unit they provided for rear areas by the availability of
different types within British resources, Thus railway units, L. of C,
signals, general transport companies, and some ordnance personnel were
ultinately included in the Cancdisn provision, due lapgely to British
inability to produce enough such units (see below paras 138, 147, 172,
1%1). Future plenning wes governed by the relative ability of each
countyy to supply. As these rearzard units were mot specifically :
connected with eithez of the armies they seorved, it 18 not possible
provide a list of British units which formed part of the Camsdian Army's
quota, A genepal ides of the proyosed Canadian units they replaced may
be obtained by eompering the seecond and third ¢olumns in Appendix "A",

7C. One result of the British provision of many units for reay
areas, and the Cansdian concentration on forward troops, was a dise
proportionate requirement for men of high medical category in the
Cenadien Army., Yoreover in crder to msintein the field formations,
Cansdien stetic establishments were reduced to the barest minimum, %s
onmo rand um o pnference held at & First Can Army, 17 Jun “)0
ihe Canadian Army C ' & large number of men of low
medical category, It was ostimated that they would have from 15,000 to

-— h &

20,000 who eould notv be absorbed in the proposed composition 3

Momorandum, P.A.C., C.H.H.. to Senior Officer, 24 Jun 43). replace~
mnent of these meant a further strain on Censdien resources of men fit

for field serviece, npowsy Cansdien Arm 19 Jun 43¢
Tel G35 1502, CANMIL FRNJOR,

ADJUSTMERTS DURING 1648
71, At a confarence held on 10 Jan 45 at Hide First Cdan Apny

Lt .~Oen Hclaughton cutlined the genersl situation regaxding the development
of the Canadien Army, In the course of this he said that "the strategie
requirements were that the enemy should be foreed to disperse his effort,
that he should be required to use up his manpower and reserves of materials
end thet he should be worn down on every front,” General NeMaughton said
thet"{t was now apparent that no msjor operstion againat H.,i. Burope

could take place until signs appeared of a crack in the German morale,”
After outlining the factors which had led up to the major reorganization
then in progress, he stated that "the target date for the completion of
the organization of the Odn Army for operations sgainst the continent was
8l Aug 45 and he thought himself that this objeetive might well be reached
about 1 Oct 48.," In the msantime there would probsbly be amall-secale
raids, and "plans were now being studisd for operations against “the belly
of the enemy” which might invelve the use of cne or mare Cdn Inf Dive
operating in a British Corps.” The programee of development, accordingly,
had to be 80 plenned that sueh smaller forces would be eompleted in advance.
The first priority in the movement of troops from Cansda had been given to
reinforcements., OCenersl McNaughton sajd thet "he would not sanction the
partieipation of a Cdn formation in eny operation unless a reasonable
number of reinforcementa were available in the U.K, to give it endursnce.”
He also pointed out the need for eeonomy of manpower in all formations and

units (C.¥.Heie f1le 1/Cdn Army/1/2: Ninutes of e Conforsnce held at M.
Zizst Cn Army, 10 Jan 45),

72, Sueh was the background ageinst which the development of the
Canadisn Army had to be planned in 1943, Almost immedietely it begen to
be apparent that lack of zen be the moat serious problem, Barly in
Fedruary, as a means of reducing the requirement, it wes suggested that 3
Cdn Inf Div might be converted fo a "Division"™ by the inclusion of the



p—

the operational plan waes decided ‘the eomposition of

newly formed 8 Cdn Army Tk Bde and the transfer of an htaawmmo
hmtﬂnmm m.t.mq.ruom“rnmg;

11s X1 : ncm-m
mn:utd»thkq“n (mmncna). lopnm

instesd to make reductions bm GeHes and L, of C,
Feb 45), 2 Gdn Inf Div was never converted
as & -umo. Narutto eutting of the Cansdisn con-
tridution towards rear unite, a tentative compositiom for the whole
Canadien Force was completed in February (C.M.H.4s file 1/Cdn aApmy/1/3%
mm«s.ummunmm,xua). At&o‘“ti‘ﬂ
um-m.u-pmmuu:mbnma. H

: nt, 26 Feb 43).

m tm-nydmucmtcwum
h ccuuma LE muoa senior Officer, C.R.n.w to Under
Sgeretary of State, dar e, 5 Mar 48),
73 _ While the Canadian Army was trying to make its proposed ecome

position bdalance with the number of men available, there continued to be
difficulty in cbtaining shipping to move the men to the United Kingdom.
In Hapeh 1943 Mr Churchill asked the Canadian goverament to relinguish
part of the Cansdian Army's allotment in fevowr of the United States

Army Alr Foree, Owing to the shortage of landing craft it wes unlikely
that mmjor operations sgeinst the continment could be launched in the
summer of 1943, Bt Russien insistence mede eontinued pressure on
Germany {mperative, and under the eircumstences this ecould only be done
by air sction, Accordingly it was of prime importance to assemble the
necescayy ground crews to service the Awerican aircraft alresdy in Britain.
The delay in corpleting the Canadien Army would have to be accepted
(CoM.HuQe file 1/CAn irmy/1/81 Tel GS 570, CANMTLITRY to DEFENSOR, 16 Mep
43), In feet no delay ensued, It was found possidle to incresse the
cmtvormm large ships, ‘ﬁmhﬂ" and "Queen Elizmabeth", from
11,000 to 15 end by thus moving more men mmyuuumum
of bo mt’m ted States Aymy Ay Force snd the Oenadien Army (Idid:
Tel 0G3 166, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 21 ca) -

4. the proposed eomposition prepared in ﬂb:un 1943 soon proved
in need of rovision, Aidditional demsnds totslled over 21,000 by the o
of Harech, These were in part due to War Ofrice requests $uat the Canadians
supply certain types of unit for rear avess, perticuderly signels epd
ordnance, for whieh the British lacked the necessary tredesmen, (see adove
pars 69). But there were also requests for increased estsbliashments or
sdditional units from the heads of Canadian servicesj these particularly
affected supplies and trarsport and generel labour Hgmorandum,
BuGe3e, C.MHyQ to denior Combatant Ofricer, Cdn Army Oversess, 37 er 4C)h
After being reviewed by the Army Commander, increases totalling over
8000 men were accepted} the largest additions were two advanced components
for the bdbase oxdnasce depot and genaral pioneer compenies, To offset these
2 Cdn Army Tk Bde and one army reconnaissance regiment were deleted from
the propossd composition, end it wes decided that 50% of the permanent
estadlishment of Canadion Reinforcement Units ~homld be reinforqemsnts
(Ibid: Tel C3 805, CANMILITRY to DEFENICR, 13 Apr 13).

5. In apite of these deductions the demands for additional men soon
raised reguivements over the ceiling cice wore, Incressed establishments
for infantry and suppert battalions hed accounted for most of this latest

'tncmu but there were other difficultics in sight. There were oversess

a large m of men who were not fit for fisld duty, and the comparetively
nnn m ot rear uito wore not suffieiont to absorb them. (Ibid:

sivibitne veis aammu ‘ were not 1ikely $0 be until after the
ecnelusion of the Washingten erence then in mc';o {(June 1943). Until
wd
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78, It wes cleer that the completion of Canadien plans were
hapdicapped by lack of information from the Wey Office, There was,
however, no suggestion that the Cansdians were being regardod as in
a sudbordinste tion, The following Jamuary, Mr., Ralston roferred
to this sud in & letter to Lt.~Uen, Jtuart when the latter assuned
the appointment of Chief of Staff at C.M.H.Q.¢

There will quito probably be some debate in which the
question of cur attitude towards the views of the Far
Cffice may come up and an expression of cur selfe
dependence even in co-operation would help to make
our attitude clear. As & matter of fact, I am quite
satisfied that those in suthority teday at the Hapy
Office underetand and recognize our yositiom thoroughly,
and also that in Government itself there is a great
change from tie days of the Great War when ~ir Robert
Bopden had to become very forthright in his commnie
cations with them,

(CoMuBole £116 1/0dn Apmy/1/4: Mr, Ralston to Lt.-0en
Stuart, 18 Jen 44.)

79 During the reat of the summer the constant struggle went on
to make the prorosed composition of the Cansdian Apmy bdalance with the
aveilable mmnpower, Harly in July & statement incorporeting the reduc-
tions in rear areas menticned above (para 76) showed a contingent reserve
of almost 4000 within the ceiling (C.M.H.qe file 1/Cdn Aray/1/5t '

; JOS G o HITA A OF i L o MRIALS i 2 M “,. M “ wa3 some ‘“
before agreenent was reached wit e Spitish over their respective con~
tributions in reer units, The Canadien attitude was that if the Sritish
vanted the Canedian Arsy to make any additions to their latest proposals,
there would have to be compensating replscements elsewhere.

stes on conforence in Ofrice of 5.0., Celsfle., 20 Aug 48). Seme
t tting the men availeble into suitable purts of the
Iro continued to be difficult, In eddition to some
15,000 unfit men, for only 10,000 of whom hed provision been made for re-
placement, thare was a shoytage of various types of tredesmen (Ibidd
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“however, stressed the need for absorbing every men possible into the
army overseas, "de are at one with you in wishing that the Censdisn
Aymy should be streamlined ss to age, physicsl and mental category to
the great extent our manpower resources will allow, but you will realize
that after 4 years of war sctivities our resources of young fit men are
not by any meens imexhaustible,” Tel AG 5282, DEFENJOR to
CANKILITRY, 17 Sep 48). By the end o tember the proposed composition
of the Canadian Aymy had resched & fairly definite state, There con-
tinued to be points of detail that would involve minor changes, but the
major problems had been solved (C.M.H.Q. file 1/5dn Army,/1/4! Hemorandus,
GeSe0e ’.' 30’., colo!o%a. to .ooaoo. 2 Nov “’0

THE EFFECT OF A DIVIDED FORCE

8l. In July 1845, while the development of the Censdien Amy
was still in progress, 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde took part in
the allfed landing in Sieily, These two formations were due to be ready
for action by the spring of that year for just such & purpose, (see adove
para 71). Their departure, accordingly, 414 not cause any “nuyu- of
the programme, and it wae expected that they would have returred to the
mtul M »m- m nl et m m (C.M.Hoye file 1/Can /1/88
eme randu Conferer G ¥y, 17 Jun 48). It
nuum ~ v up to strength,
a proces: indeed that mnnl mtl u umm muablo reserves
of men mmtﬂm, Aciels (Crg) to DeieGe, Coli.Hos, 7 Jun 43),

8z, But when at the end of the year, instead of the originel
force returning, the Canediens in Italy hed inerecsed to the size of a
corps with a proportion of army and L. of C, units, a new complication
had been added to the orgenizstion of First Cin Army, One peint, which
had reised problems oven bdefore the departure of 1 Cdn Corps, was the use
by the British, in the Mediterranean \iutro, of uubn-unu whieh
frequently Mfrom from those in use in the United EKingiom, Onee more
there wes a general recrganization of Canadian units for the sake of con-
formity with the rest of the force of which they formed part., It waa
some time, however, before the problem of authorizing this change was
settled (aoo below para 112), But by the degimning of Movember the list
of new establishments was complete (C.¥.H.i. file 1/Cdn Army/1/4: Senior
officer, C.M.H... to Jecretsry, Department of National Defence, 32 Dege 48).

3. Bat & more serious complication soon made itself felt,

The existence of a Canadie~ force in Italy led to the creation of certain
administrative units, which wepe duplications of ones already planned or in
existence for the main body of the Army., 4As a result the smell contingeney
reserve within the manpowor ¢eiling, which had been established with so
much difficulty, soon disappearsd Tel G3 891, CANMILITRY to DEFAN:OR,
7 Feb 44). There was a natural ency to give priority to maintaining
the formations in sction at the highest point of effieiency. Thus the
best trained reinforcements were all finding their way to Italy, and it
began to be feared that the rest of the Canadian Army was suffering in oen-
sequence Foie t0 Go0.C4=in-b,, First Cda Army to venior Officer,
6.2.8.'@,., f 48).

84, The position was outlined as follows in a eable rru W
Montague to General Crerar, commanding 1 Cdn Corps @

I. Must drew your attention to continued requests
for increa-es to establishments Cdn vee 1 Zeh
and other base and L, of €, details now being
received from Beament, Fealigze many of these
of small dimension but secumlstive efrects
now achieving sericus proportions. ¥For your
infn sinece base installations originally ‘
approved and set up in theatre total personnel

b'%
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‘ involved in new demands received amount to
- 288 offrs and 1342 O.R«s of which more than
60 per cent are apparently required for base
and L, of €, details for which British are
responsible,

IX. You will sgree approved policy and imposed
manpower ceiling does not allow larse bduild-
up for base and L. of €, installations and
that with smell centingency reserve of men-
power available we cannot approve additions
without ecorresponding reductions elsewhere.

III. Jituation extremely complicated by necessity
of providing for two theatres. Weeds of
both mst be earefully weighed in balance '
before granting approval even in principle
to many recommendations yreceived, #hile B
doubtless general reguirements discussed
with you feel I muet regusst that you with
Beament exercise careful serutiny upen all
new and unforeseen demands already mede
and which in future may de regusated,

1V, Earnestly desire to provide you and youp
tps with best possible services but feel
you must appreciate no present prospeet of
obtaining suthority to increase oversll
manpowey ceiling. Can assure you every
effort being made here to increase working
margin end availability of personnel by
reduction static estabdl ishments review of
attachments and cutting out non escential
units,

(CoMeHoqe file 1/Org Med/1: Tel G5 3163,
CANMILITRY to OB for CANDEX, 15 De¢c 43),

85, As a result of this situation it was decided to impose & man~
power ceiling for Canedian forces in operational theatres (see above pare

55). This applied at the time, February 1944, only to Itely (C.M.H.Q. i
file 1/Xdn Army/1/4: Chief of Staff, C.M.H.G. to Oenersl Officer Commanding,
First Cdn Army, 2 Fedb 44)., The immediate intention was to place some eon~
trol on expansion in Italy while preparations were bdeing made fof the in~
vasion of France. This sction wos taken with the full accord of the ¥War
Ofrice, who had found it necessary to teke similar sction in reapect of
th;lrem;rouu (Ibid: Tel G 357, CANMILITRY to FLAMBO for CANDEX, 24
4 Feb 44). :

FINAL CHANGES BEFCRE CPERATIONS

&6, Zarly in January 1944 a meeting of the Cansdien Army Flanning
Committee was onlled to consider the manpower requirements for the ultimate
organization of the foree, including an adeguate contingency reserve. The
current situation was that requirements exceeded the ceiling by about 600

all ranks, due mainly to reasons cutlined in the preceding section. Against
this wes an expeeted saving by reorgenizing the Reinforesment Units of
about 1400, but this would mot produce a sufficient reserve, for which 3000
was regapded es & minimum figure., Accordingly consideration hed to be given
to the elimination of eertain units from the composition. It was recommended
that the following be deleted 1@ "

(a) Turee engineer battalions fyom CG.H.Qe and
L, of C, troops; these units had no counter-
part in the British Army.




(b) Two out of four general transport com-
panies from the Army Troops Transport
Columnj these were not conaidered
necessery by First Cdn Army and hed
not in faet been formed.

(e) Ome light snti-aircraft regiment from
aray troops.

(CuMaHale file 1/Cdn Aray/L/d: ]

‘lanning Committee, Bell

7. As a result of stromg representetions by the War Office, it
wvas decided not to withdraw the engineer battalions, But it was felt
necessary to delete both light anti-aireraft units hitherto ineluded in
Army troops, together with headquarters of the anti-aireraft drigade; et
the request of the War Offiee 2 Cdn H.A.A, Regt was retained. The two
general transport companies were also eliminated. On the other hand it
was hoped to add the Roysl Nontresl Regiment as a motor battalion in 2 Cdn
Armd Bde : Chief of Staff, C.M.H.Qe to Under Secretary of State, War
Office, 2 44). ; .

»
es8, The dar Office agreed to replace the light anti-aireraft
regiments and their eneillary signals, service corps, and ordnance, But
they were unable to replace the general transport companies, which the
Commander-in-Chief of 21 Army Oroup considered to be sssential for G.H.i.
troops, Therefore the idea of including s motor battalion in 2 Cdn Armd
. Bde had to be dropped (see bdelow para 101), es it was impossidle to
provide both this and the transport companies within the manpower ceiling
(Ivid: Tel 63 530, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 19 Feb 44), Canedien preference
was to find a position for the R,M.Rs in the order of battle, or to include
light anti~aircraft regiments im army troops, rather than to provide general
trenaport compenies for G.l.l troops $ Tel G5 104, DEFENJOR to
CANMILITRY 22 Feb 44). But a motor battalion wusé not considered necessary
for an independent mrmoured brigede, and the British could replace the
anti-gircraft regiments, It was, therefors, necessary for the Canadians
to fulfil their morasl obligstion to supply the transport companies on which
the War Ot;rloo was counting (Ibid: Tel G5 561, CANMILITRY to DAFENSOR,
53 Peb 441,

89, At the end of 1943 it had been asgreed that five of the Canadian
. Poyestyry Corps Compenies would be transferred from their work in Jeotland
for the Ministyy of Supyly to be included in the field force. In May 1944
the ¥ay Office requested, with the concurrence of the Ministyy of Suprly,
thet five sdditionel compenies should be eimilerly reallocated, (3ee Report
No, 151, Eist Offy C.M.H.Qe 18 Mar 46). The only effect, as far as the
Canadisn Army programme was concerned, was the slight increase in reinforce-
ment retes which meont a very small additionsl charge against the manpower
ceiling (C.M.H.3e file 1/Cdn Apmy/1/5t Tel G5 1520, CANMILITRY to DEFEN.OR,
18 May 44)« The request was accordingly approved.

9C, Throughout the early part of 1944 the maldistribution of
reinforcements by arms and trades continued to give concern, Figures for
the end of February showed a consideredle surprlus in armoured corps,
artillery, engineers, and miscellaneous units, but there was a deficiency
of cver 6000 in infantry, and minor deficiencies in some other arms. There
were similerly deficiencies in some trades and a surplus in others, Efferts
were being made to remuster to infantry suitable men fyrom arms where there
was a surplus (C.M.H.Ge file 1/Cdn Aray/1/4: Nemorendum, A.DeA.0.(A),
C.HeHels t0 HyGoAs, 28 Mar 44). Jteps hed already been teken to expedite
the training of tradesmen, and by grouping aliied trades to facilitate their
distribution (Ibid: Froceedings of @ Meoting held at C.Muflsys, 28 Dee 43).
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1. Another matter that wss hampering the evailability of reine
foreements waa the existence of & large nusber of temporary units formed
under the suthority of telegram G.D 602, Men employed in such units were
counted as reinforecements, The situation had been reviewed early in
~January with a view to redueing the k

R . - d o @) - oy were X o .

employed in temporary units, This meant that thls pusber of reinforcements
was not immediately svailable for their primary purpose. At that tize it
wes recommended that about half this number should eontinue to be so employed;
it should be noted that e large number of these wes on the establisiment of
reinforcement units, end therefore presumsbly needed to be retained only so
long as there were reinforcements (C.#.i... file 1/Cdn Aw/lﬂcm
DY e ©LE 81 DI TAS “ansal 2 FA GBI vGEai bl es held é4).

W L ALKl

92, Apart from these difficulties over the availability of reine
forecéments, in the middle of Hay the proposed ecmposition had again excecded
the manpower ¢eiling by 32 men. During the nest month this figure had
risen to over 1200, It was requeated thet in future no inerease in units
or establishments should be contemplated without offering ecompenssting
reductions ( Chief of Jtaff, C.M.Heie %0 0.0.,0,~in<C,, First Cdn Army,
15 Jun 44). @ Army Commander assured C.i,H... thaet no request would de
submitted unless it wes based upon the strongest operstional reasons (ggg_z
Gu04Comin=C,, Pirst Cdn Army to Chief of Staff, C.M.i. ., 17 Jun 44), a
revision of the terms of the manpower ceiling in August the balaence was restored,
There had been a figure of over 6000, equalling % of the total force, held
to offset men who were in hospital, on course, ete. since the Cansdien Army
wes now in ection all casualties were included in the general wastage rates,
and it was considered unnecessary to continue to make this allowance. By re-
moving this provision a slight contingeney reserve wes once more established
Chief of the General Staff to C.u.H.Q., 7 Aug 44)., The ecomposition of
the fen Army Overseas in June 1944 may bde found in COvercoass Routine Oprder
No 4607, 15 May 44, a9 amended by Oversess “outine Order No 4771, 20 Jun 44,

CANADIAN ARMOUR-D CORPL UNITS

93. At the beginning of 1942 the armoured units existing or prorosed
for the Canadien Army Overseas were!

(a) Twelve armoured regiments, six for esch of
two armcured divisions.

(b) Jix army tenk battalions, three for esch
of two army tank brigades.

(e) Four reconnaissance dattalions, ome for
each of three infantry divisions and cne
for army troops.

(d) Teo armoured car regiments, one for each
of two armoured divisions.

Of these 4 Cdn Armd Div, 2 Cdn Army Tk Bde, and the reconnaissance regiment
for army troops were still in Camade (C.M.H.ie £1le 1/%dn Army/1s m
b ion Cane army (¥1eld Foree), 16 Jen 42). 4 Can Armd Div arrived
the au 6 Cdn Army Tk Bde end 30 Cdn Recce Regt
in the summer of 1943 Hist Offy C.M.H, L)
In the "Third Proposal" of August a : reginent was to be
edded tc eech of two corps (C.M.i... file 1/Cdn Arany/2:

Army Oversess, Third Iroposal, 5 Aug 42).

4. In Oetober 1942 the whole organization of armoured formations
end units was rovieved (see above para 28). At this meeting reference was
made to the fcllowing comelusions reached at a study week® recently held

e ———

- ,
& Jee also Murtel, Our Armoured Forges, London 1945, pages 163-4.
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at Staff College, Camderieyt

(a) The responsibility for medium end long distance
regonnaissance was removed from the armoured
diviaion, together with the armoured car regiment
and taken over by corps oFr any.

‘(b) A treocked reconnaissance unit was uoouuy with
the armoured division.

In 1:10 discussion which followed sgreement wss reached n the following
points 3

(a) Army must accept responsibility for medium and
long distance reconnajscance, For this purpose
the armoured car regiment was suitable and
should be removed from the armoured division,

(b) An armoured recomnaiscence regiment was necded,
In view of the desirability of standardigation
this should de based, like the armoured regiments,
on the X 4 (Ram) tank,

{e) Thres armoured regiments were Mm. and with
the armoured reconnaissance mtun should be
sufficient,

(d) The provision era-omutohou immediate
reserves of tanks and reinforcement crews was
essential, Two tenk delivery regiments weye
proposed for corps or army troeps.

(e) The present organization was three tanks pey
troop; General Nartel favoured five, It
was agreed to plan for four tanks per troop.

(CodHoge f£ile 1/Cdn Aray/l/2 Em n
Mseting held 22 Oct 42). :

. When the armoured divisions were reorganized on the British
el in Janmuery 1943, these proposals were in general put into effect.
armoured car regiments were removed from the armoured divisions to
troops; the number of armoured regiments in each division was re-
duced fyom six to three; armoured reconnaissance yegiments end a tank
delivery regiment were formed cut of units thus rendered surplus.

58

96, In the course of this reorganization some units ceased to be
nmunm in the order of battle of the Cancdian + The 6th Duke of
Connsught's Royal Canadian Hussars, the Prince Hdward Light Horse,

and the 7th/llth Hussers had provided hesdquarters squadrons for divisionsl
and brigade headquarters of 5 Cdn Armd Div. The New Brunswick Regiment
(Tank) had done the seme for H,y, 1 Cdn Army Tk Ble, The headquarters
squadrons for 4 Cdn Armd Div and 2 Cdn Army Tk Bde hed not represented any
militia unit, In the new establishment these syuadrons were merged with
headquarters'and hed no independent existence, As no officer or other rank
then on the strength of 9/11 H, came from the original militia unit, no
hesitation was felt in disbending that unit com;letely, A proposal to
rerpetuate the F.E.I.L,H: end 6 H, in the persomnel, other than staff, of
headquarters of 4 and 5 Cdn Arnd Dive respectively proved imprectical
(CoMeHoie £i10 1/Pan Arny/l/aa a.a.c.-m-e.‘5 First Cdn irmy to c.x.n.q.

2 Dos 42 Memo c.n.x 42)s Aecord
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‘ : conpany
s Who would st considerable rerrosentation in the field
force, This wes done in April 1944 (C.N.HE.3 file 6/B.H.R./1).
108,

najs-ance squadrons. l-ohotthhttnmocznlnmuﬁ
troope (eruiser tanks) and troops 1/0pg
CeieCo/lt War Office lLetter, 12 Apr 43), 20th Armoured Regiment (The
douth Alberta Regiment) and 3rd Armouped Regiment (The Governor Genersl's
Horae Guards) were converted into armoursd reconnaissance regiments for
4 and B Cdn Aymd Divz respectively.

103, Towards the end of 1943 the orgasnization of the armoured
reconnaissance regiment was revised. Carriers had proved unsuitabdle
for use with tanks and were replaced by light tanks, At the same tiue
the squedron was reorgenized with five identiesl troeps. m!u
office Letter, 12 Oct 48), Barly in 194¢ the Commender-in ’

21 Army Group, directed that armoured reconnaiss:znee regiments should e
equipped and organiged as armoured regiments, This was to facilitate
their b a8 apmoured regimsnts in support of infantry, %
Letter, C, of 3,, 31 Army Group, 2¢ Feb 44). This affected only

Armd Recvce Regt, which was reorganized on this basis early in Nareh
(Ipgds Tel G5 763, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 11 Mar 44).

104, The other new type of unit introduced in Jamuary 1943 was the
tank delivery regiment, This unit was designed to supply reserve tenks
and crews in such condition that they were immediately fit to take part
in the battle, This entailed ¢ ¢

(a) The provision of A.F.V,'s stowed complete in
every detail and mechanieally fit.

(v) The provision of nm:c-t personnel.

(e) The "marrying-up” of vehieles and personnel
in an organizstion where A.,F.V.'s could be
prepared, complete vehicles and erews could
be held, and training eould continue up to
the last minute,

The tenk delivery regiment was responsible for handling all armoured corpe
reinforcementa, except for reconnaissance regiments which were not part
of the armoured eorps in the British Army at this time, The esteblishment,
as proposed in March 1943, conaisted of & hesdquarters capable of
edninistering up to eight squadrons and ineluding a headqua squadron
to hold personnel reinforcements, two heavy sguadrons each tank 4
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brigade, and two light squadrons for esth armourcd brigede, The squedrens
were divided into a forwamd squadron, working e¢losely with the brigede it
served, and & rear squadron, which would take over the vehicles from
ordnance at railhced and keep the forward squadron fully supplied, Reine
forcement erews were held in the squsdrons as well as at hesdquarters,
Totel holdingsin the unit were % be 25 per cent A.FVe's, 20 per cent
m xn, and 14 days personnel reinforcements (C.MJH.Q. file 1/Org

S

105, 25 Can Aymd Regt was eonverted to 25th Tank Delivery Regiment
(The Elgin Regiment) C.A.C. unmmmuma%
W 20 Sep 45). 'The British had changed the ﬁ

"unit®, but in the intercsts of consistency in retaining
former ecavalry nomenelature throughout the Censdian Armoured Corps the
title “"regiment” was retained in the Cansdian esteblishment § Jenior
Officer, C.M.Hels to Gu0.0.~in<C,, First Cdn 4rmy, 8 Gop 43). ause
1 Cdn Apmy Tk Bde was teking part in the landing in Sieily in July 1943,
1cunmmmuunmmmnmn¢: iment

time "B" squadron was formed to conform with o eu-na:uu

1086, Early in 1944 21 Army Group recommended that the tank delivery
unit should handle observation post tanks and selfepropelled guns for the
artillery as well, ? Tol G 195, First Cdn Avmy to C.¥,HeQe, 85 Jan 44),
er review by the ¥ar Office at this
time $ Tol © 148, First Cdn Army to CuM.HeQs, 8 Fob 44), The new
organigation, issued in March, changed the name of the unit to armoured
delivery regiment, It provided delivery squedrens, previously on the seale

eorps
of one sguadron in the Canadien regiment
adopted in Italy BeGade, ColaHay
14 Mar 44), 25 Cdn Regt

three armoured regiments that hed become surplus to yequirements, it was on
a purely temporary basis, It wes hoped that ultimately it might de
posaible to ineclude them in the oxrder of dattle as & third army tank brie
gade, But in the meantive only the hesdquarters was suthorized; the

three regiments were counted as reinforcememts (C.M.H.qe file 1/Cdn Arny/)/2t
Tels CO5 16, 005 38, DEFENSOR to CANKILITRY, 6, 15 Jan 45; Tel OGS 83,
CANMILITRY to DEFINSOR, 15 Jan 43)s At that time 8 Gdn Army Tk Bde wes
still in Cansda end did not arrive in the United Kingdom until July 1943
(Ropozt Moy 110 Hiat Offr. C.M.H.Q 20 Des 43),

108, By Mareh 1943 4t had become apparent that it would be
impossible to include three sush brigedes in the Cansdian order of battle
(CoMaliage file 1/dn Arny/1/8: Brig Rodger to Senier Combatant Officer,
Cdn Army Overseeas, 27 Mar 48). Noreover the experience of exereise
"SFARTAN® in Nareh 1943 m‘;l’u.l-.olzm th': :‘n c::uu be
sufficient ‘ w she t0 Gololo= .o Army,
omu).% agreed previously that 3 Cdn Army Tk Bde, composed
of units that had been overseas for scme ¢ would have co over
2 Cdn Army Tk Bde whigh wes still in Cansda (C.2.H.Q. ruomu;ﬁ/u:;)
RO e ul " 108 I iaY - rdnem e ‘ .
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led to the adoption of British establishments the previous January. There
was, however, considerable difficulty in authorizing estadblishments when
the British originals were not always immediately -nt%nblo at C.M.H.Q.
‘;!!f GeS5¢0s 1, SJDe G.I.l.vl., 24 <Sep 43). The course taken
S T . reoseasismtian f %d Saits o the sufveis NIAdAS
East establishment, whatever it might be, and to add Canesdian increments

to cover ?uusary differences (Ibid: G5 2842, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR,
12 Nov 43). '

-

ARTILLERY

118, The allotment of field and medium artillery proposed for the
Canadian Army during 1942 was

(a) Three field regiments in each infantry
division. '

(b) Two field regiments in each armoured division.
(e) Five field regiments in army troops.
(d) Five medium regiments in army troops.

(G.R.B.Q. file 1/“0 W/83 sit
c% #ﬂ Overseas, Third mgi
5 42). ]

Of these, four field regiments were still required from Canada id:
Brig G.3., Pirst Cdn Army to B.G.5., C.M.Hiq., 22 Jul 42).

114, The reorganization in January 1943 did not greatly affect field
and medium artillery. One field regiment was dropped from the requirements
for army troops; otherwise there was no change except for minor ad justments
to establishments (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/2: © ization, First C
Army, 2 Dec 42; Tel G5 455, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR l:’ 1“£ csi. Ev
artillery wae to be provided entirely by the British (C.M.H.y. file

1/0rg Arty/l: Memorandum by G.5.0. II, 3.D.1, C.M.H.Q., 10 Jul 43),

115, During 1942 it had been decided to equip with self-propelled
guns one of the two field regiments proposed for an armoured division,

These were 25-pr guns on a Ram chassis produced in Canada, Two of the new
regiments forming in Cenada, 19 and 23 Cdn P Regts, were allotted to this
role (C.M.H.q. file 1/Cdrn Arymy/1/2: Memorandum, sed Order o tt
W{f‘ 23 Dec 42). It was utﬂﬁ ht they should stay
in Canada until training with their self-propelled equipment was well advanced
(Inid: Tel G5 4218, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 28 Dec 42). Meanwhile, on the
suggestion of the War Office, provisional establishments for this new type
of unit were drawn up in Canada, The only experience of the British with
self-propelled artillery had been in unusual conditions with the First and
Eighth Armies in Africa (C.M.H.Q. file 1/Org Arty/1: Tel G3 776, CANMILITRY
to DEFENSOR 10 Apr 43). This had not been with the 25-pr Ram which was now
adopted as stendard equipment. An original proposal to designate these two
regiments as R.C.H,A., on the erroneous assumption that this would be
following British prectice, was opposed by the Canadian Army Overseas, and
soon discarded : Tel G 750, DEFENSOR to CANMILITRY, 9 Jun 43;

Tel G5 1940, ¢ to DEFENSOR, 12 Aug 43; Tel GsD 1088, DEFENSOR to
CANMILITRY, 19 Aug 43).

116. In July 1948 the British revised the scale of artillery for
army troops to provide a higher proportion of medium regiments, The new
scale was one medium regiment for each division and one field and one
medium regiment for each corps (Ibid: dar Office Letter, 4 Jul 43). On
this basis the Canadian Army required two army field regiments and seven
medium regiments, There were available three and five respectively.

-



21 Cdn 74 Regt, which would have been the fourth army field regiment, had
already been dropped from the proposed order of battle for manpower reasons,
(CM.H.Qs £il0 1/0dn Army/1/38 Tel G3 1502, CANMILITRY to DEFEN.CR,
26 Jun 43). nuamluuuhmmt?mlwh?Chblw
the British undertook to provide the remaining medium regiment (C.M.H.Qe
file 1/0rg Arty/1t P.Ae to G.0.0.=1n-C,, Firet Can Aruy to Senior Officer
CoilsHalGe, 81 Tul 43; W by Director of Jtaff Duties, ¥ar Office,
80 4ug 43), 21 Cdn Fa wad disbanded in Jeptember, scon after its
arrival oversess (Ibid: Tel G3 2397, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 27 Sep 43).

117. When 5 Cdn Armd Div went to Italy @ Cdn Aray M Regt repleced
19 Cdn F4 Regt, beconing the self-propelled regiment with that division,

: mumx, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 32 Oct 43). lumtu in
the m. however, they were eguipped with 105 mm guns i Jenior
Officer, ColeHegs to Jenior Combatent Cfficer, Cdn Army in Koy
16 Cet 48)s 19 Cdn Fa Regt was allotted to army troops,

118, The field regiments of 3 Cdn Inf Div were temporarily re-
organized as self-propelled regiments for the assault lending in

in June 1944 (Ibid: Tel G35 2645, CAMMILITRY to DEFENULOR, 26 Oct 43), They
roverted to their normal establishment omnce the initial phuc had been com=
pleted, For the assault 19 Cdn Fd Regt served with S Cdn Inf Div also but
later served with 4 Cdn Apmd Div and other formations; it remsined as a
self-propelled regiment. Apart from such temporary adjustments for special
¢ircumstances there were no further changes in the organigzation of field
end medium artillery.

119, At the end of August 1948 the Army Commander stated at a staff
eonference that, although no arrangements sxisted for air observation posts
to be provided from Cansdian sourees, if they were available from British
sources First Cdn Army would clnlly accept them, This ns u cﬂc to m—
form to poliey in 21 Army Group (Ibid: Ext D _Arm _ ,
30 Aug 43). Three such sguadrons were
available by December 1948 (Ibid: Director of Mr, War om- to Jenior Officer
C.M,H,Qu, &8 Jop 43), This was a reversal of previous policy within First
Cdn Army.* A suggestion by Lt. Gen, Crerar, in February 1942, that they
should be considered, as the British were thu iatroducing them, had not
been acted upon (O.l.l.q. file 1/0dn Army/1: Tel G3 449, cmn.m o
DEFENS(R, for MoNaughton from Crerar, 7 ¥eb 4z2),

120, In April 1944 the War Office informed C.M.H.Q. that they would
be forced to withdraw the air observation post squadrons sllotted to First
Cdn Army, and suggested that they be replaced from Cansdian sources

(CoM H,Ge file 1/Org Arty/1/3: Pirector of Jtaff Duti Japr
Office, 5 Apr 44). This additiona t was agreed to by the Canadien
Army, and plans were made to provide three squadrons, The Royal Canedisn

Alr Foree undertook to supply the neeessary ground crews Ghuror M.
C.M.H.Qe, to Under Seorctary of State, War Office, 27 Apr 44),

squadrons were suthorized at the mmmouw 1944 %m
8 May 44)s But it would take aix months to
afore would be resdy fo¥ asetion. There was considerable uuu-m
whether these aquadrons should be eonsidered as delonging te the Army or the
Aly Force. In December 1944, before the first hed seen action, they were
formelly recognized as hu.. ReCohoFe (C.M.H.Ge file 1/Org Arty/1/B:
Chief of Staff, C.M.H.is to 0.0L0~in-C,, First Cdn Army, 15 Jen 45),

1z1, Cansdien plans in 1942 had been to have a single survey regi-
ment, on a large establishment, in army troops. British poliey was to have
one l-nu- unit h each corps (C.MHels file 1/0dn Army/at %

» hold at C,) With the gemeral reorganiza in




British esteblishment; the second regiment would be formed out of surplus
personnel from the firet (C.¥.H,.. file 1/0dn Army/1/8: C.N,H.Q Admini-
10 Jen 43)s But in April the Army Comeander was
retain the existing Consdian orgenization, and stated
that G.H.Q. FHome m 'u uuuu'm its sdoption (C.M.H.Q file
1/0rg Arty/l: Extra oxs geting, held 15 Apr 43), No
Progress was made tm s July 4t was agreed to
adopt tln th orauntul. with certain Cansdian amendments uﬂﬂ_
held 26 Jun 43). As the British were still considering
on was taken until October, when the impending departure
of 1 Macom for Italy made mmun-th aum%m
o:: :3.. ColloHole, 4 m u; also Tel GJ 2614, CANNIL

lz2, - The mtntm of anti-tank regiments underwent a number
of changes between 1942 and 1944, The matters to be decided were the
number of batteries to bde included in & regiment, and the way in which two
new weapons would be fitted into the orgamnization.

123, In June 1942 L%, Gen. m recommended the edoption

of the new British organizetion of three batteries esch of four 6-pr troops.
This was a reduction of one battery per regiment. A fector in this decision
was the introduction of anti-tank guns in the infantry dattalion
(ColuH.Qy file 1/€dn Army/1t G.0.Cy«in-C,, First Cdn Avay to Jenior Officer,
Coll.HeQe, 12 Jun “)0 This new orgenizetion was approved by N.D.H.Q. at

the end of July, and it wes propossd to form cme of the new field regiments
that were required from the surplus enti-tank batteries (Ibid: Tel GJD 1583,
DEFENCR to CANNILITRY, 1 4ug 42)., But Cansdisn opinion oversess now
favoured reteining the former four battery organigzation, and it was suggested
by Lt. Gen. leNaughton that one per battery should be equipped even-

tually with 17-pr guns (C.M.H.Q. file 1/0dn army/2: W
::13.‘:?1 423 also Br 303 oy First Cdn Army t0 Bu0so, Heoy -

134, The reorganizaetion on British establishments et the beginning
of 1943 led once more to the doptm of the mu-b-tsm uum (c.l.loq.
file 1/Cdn Army/1/8: 2 Dec 42),

British organizstion was W
B i SO " 6 %
a

Havell, Wilson, -a Alexander, a regiment of 48 guns,
orgsnized in four batteries, was prorosed, This was the seme number of guns
a8 in the already suthorized three battery regiment, Oeneral NeNaughton
said that as he "had long held the same view" the Cansdian Army would sdopt
this new organigation, Jfe now urged that the l7-pr gun be kept for corps
uu-m)mu (Ibid: Memuzandum, c.o.c.-u-c., Firet Cdn Army,

10 Jan 43).

128, In Jenuary 1943, the old British establishwents were adopted
within First Cdn Army, but four batteries were retained in each regiment, for
a total of 64 guns (C.M.H.q. file 1/Org Arty/l:

17 May 45)., In April one battery in each regiment was con

17-pr guns which were just begcoming aveilable 2 BaOus, First Gln Army
to venior Cfficer, C.M.H.4., 14 Apr 433 cleo Gfficer, C.¥.Hede tO
Hedo m-tuanq. 19 ¥ar 43), 1«-&&:@ in 1 Cdn Inf Div retained
6-prs in all four batteries for the landing in Steily in July (Ibid: B.G.s.,
CollHe s t0 Mb.‘o& (A,i 86 apr “)O

126, The now British establishments, whiech finally became available
ia July, provided two different types of unit, Besides the new 17-pr gun,
they took into account a self-propelled enti-tenk gun now introduced for the
first time, For infantry divisions the British enti-tank regiment would con-
aist of four sinilar batteries each having ome troop equipped with 17-pr guns
.um-a m; mwatu-mwwmmmam
would have two batteries mtm w tl 6~pr guns and two bdatteries

E
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with S-in mr-uunhlm i War Office letter, 4 Jul 43), The
recently adopted Cansdian orgent on differed from both of these. It
was decided to adopt the British organization for corps and armoured
divisicnal regiments, end after further discussion alsc that for hram
divisional regiments “gnior officer, C.N.HoQe to Secretary,
Departunent of Eational s 7 Sep 43; also G.o.t.otn-l., llut Cdn
Army to senior Officer C .!!.!.Q.. 10 J.’ 43),

127, The eonsequent reorganizstion, which ;
involved only five regiments., 1) Cdn 4,Tk in Italy hed elready -lmot
the British organization within the Sighth Army (Ibid: Jenior Officer,
C.M.H.ie to Jecretary, Department of Hational Defence, 7 Jep 43).
assault hﬂh‘hM.thMhlﬁh ht v
organized u-pmruy on a special establishment, which inelud
propelled ‘Tel GJ 8611, CANKILITRY to , 9 Nov 43),
2 Cdn ATk M the new mm for an divisional
regiment; s.cnncau.u were reorganized on that for
vi-m-ummm § Tel G 2590, CANMILITRY to
DEFENGOR, 21 Oct 433 Tel O3 8133, to mm, 15 Dee 43).

lz8, Early in 1944 the organization ohuul once more, this tine
to provide an inereased number of 17-pr guns. The G-prs in armoured
division and corps regiments were all replaced by 17-prsj in infantyy
divisional regiments two troops per battery instead of one were to be
equippad with this heavier weapon (Ibid: War Ofrice letter, 14 Jan 44).
The British proposed to meet the increased manpower requirement by re-
ducing the number of regiments; this wes not possible within the Censdian

Army and a total increase had to be accepted Chief of Staff,
CuM Hoye to Jecretary, Department of National @; 19 Jan 44), "Nos
2, 5, and 6 Cdn A,Tk Regts were reorgenized on the above basis in Mareh

1944; the three regiments in Italy were governed by establishments in
that theatre, while 3 Cdn A.Tk Regt remained on its speeial establishment
(0 NaoQo il 1/Org Arty/L/21 Tel 03 €14, GANMILITRY to DEFENSOR,

16 Mar 443 mwm.ommuman. 21 Mar 44).

129, A8 in the mo of -m.unx regimenta,in 1942 the British had
reorganized their light anti-aireraft regiments on a basis of three bat-
teries per regiment, First Cdn Army proposed to retain a four-battery
organigation, with ten more guns per regiment. To compensate for this,
one less regiment mu 20 provided than was e¢alled for on the lruuh
scale (C.M.HeQe file 1/0dn Army/2t held 18 Jul 42).
But the War Offiece pointed out the 4 ensue if any
interchange of units within the Anglo-Cansdian foree should be necessary
Dirsetor of Jtaff uu. Wap Office to CoM.H.(., 18 Sep )

Accordingly, it was decided to sdopt the British organization and, as a
consequence, to ineresce uommnmwu«-om to nine
(Ibids Brig Gese, First Cdn Aymy to Jenier Officer, C.H.H.Q., 16 Oct 42),

130, The conversion was carried out in conjunction with the general
reorzanization in Jamuary 1948, A fourth batiery was left u-mn{ with
the 1ight antieaireraft regiments in easch of the thr« hfnm divisions
(CoMuHoQ f£ile 1/Can Army/1/8% C.M.H.Qs Adnd A\ dep No 10

82 Jan 48)s 11 Gdn L.AA. Regt wee fo fterwards from these
mntmluuldhltdh Vi

o

CANMILITR : strivution wes now one regiment
gy S ouinculm.-lmhwmpu 2 Gan Hohoke
Regt was also allotted to army troops; no important changes took place in
the organization of this latter unit., The remaining enti-sircraft units
required for Army oa.mm&ac.tmyc-mmudbymknm
(Ibgd: Tel Gs 4221, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 28 Dee 48).

181, nth-nloflﬂﬂmmopwhtm .mudn
use 40-me self-propelled guns (C.M.H.qe file 1/Org Arty/lt ByG.5. First
onnmuc.u.n.q.ubuu Egrly in the next year, as a result of



188, © In Pebruaery 1944 because of demands on the evailable manpower
on in existing units was necessary (above paras 86-88)., As
surplus snti-eireraft units relessed from the Alr

Regts, the two unita in army troops (C.M.H.is file 1/Cdn Army/1/41 Chief
of Staff, C,M.i.% to Under Sec of State, Wep Office, 2 Feb 44),
This wes dome in April :.::.z)m. 1/0rg Avty/1/Rt C.MuEeQe Adminie
Strative Opdep No 71, RS

138, The basie ¢er unit was the field company, or in en
armoured division the ficld squedron, The standard allotment inm divisional
or corps troops wes a hesdquerters controlling three field companies and

s field park compeny, in an armoured division thers were only two field
squadrons and a field perk sgusdron but no headquarters, Towards the end
of 1942 the Britiash introduced s common establishment for field companies

dencted a smaller sub-unit, JSquadrons oontinued o be divided into
"troops” (C.HM.H.qe file 1/Org . b :
Dut“l. " m“’ . " “,. a“ wasg “
Canadien Arymy along with the British establisiments in the

1945 sgnior Officer, C.M.H..s t0 Undep-Secretary of State, War
Office, 43). The prineiple of calling a subaltern's command a
"platoon™ or “troop" wes later extended to sll other types of enginser
unit (C.M.H,4. file 1/Org Engr/1/8¢ War Office letter, 13 iug 44).

134, The elightly verying requirement in corps and divisicnal
engineers led to the adoption of two amall units, a dbridging plateon or
troop edded to divisions, and an electrical and mechanical seetion, later
platoon, added to corps or army troops. Jhis permitted the retention of
the standard organizetion throughout, (C.M.H.q. file 1/0rg Engr/lt :
Senior Officer, C.¥.Heqs $0 G0 e=in-C, Fipst Can Army, 16 Aug 48), ¥ith
this minor amendment the enginoer of corpe and divisions wes
fixed on an establishment which permitted free interchange between the two,

125, In Army, GiHeys and L, of C, troops there was a wide variety
of engineer units, in the swmmer of 1942 ineluded five engineer
battalions, four roed construction.companies, two tunnelling companies,
three bomd dispossl ecompanies, two mechanical equipment companies, & work-
shop and perk company, a survey company and defot, end a chemical warfere
group of two companies (C.M.H., . file 1/Cdn Apmy/3t : -

: sas, Th oposals, 5 Aug 42). With the yevision in

of Firet ing of 1943, many of the engineer services
in rearwayd aress were assumed by the British., The Cansdiens no longer
plenned to pro¥ide ahy bomb disposel units, and all responsibility for
genoral labour passed to the British, There was also & generel reduction
number of units the Cenadiens would provide (C.M.H.Q. file 1/0rg

_mmm.
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186, After exercise "JPARTAN" the Chief Engineer, First Cdn Army,
recommended that two of the engineer battalions should be converted inte
8ix field companies for army troops. This would N twice as many as were
currently proposed in British omiuua by Chief
Enginser, First Odn Army to G. (S,D.), 25 Ma batta~
lion was a distinctively Cenadian unit, 'huh pm tho same funetion
as tuu companies and artizen works compenies of the Roysl Engincers
i senior Officer, C.M.Hsls to Senior Combastant Officer, Gdn Army in

+Xe, 16 Hov 45). At the end of Apri) 4 Bn R,C.E, wes disbanded and
the personnel used to form one field park company and three field ¢ ies
for ammy troops Tel G5 1010, CANMILITRY to DEFENSCR, 5 May 48),
The three battalions t ‘remained were allotted to L, of C., troops, The
allotment of engineers to army trocps was sudbsegquently raised by the British
to correspond with the reguirements outlined by the Chief Engineer, First
Cdn Apmy. The additional field ccmpanies wers supplied by the mim.
Mareh 1944, mmemsmmcmpoormnmmwmuum
posed as far as practicedle of Canadien units, 1 Ba R.C.B, was similerly
disbanded and three additional field companies, a field perk company and
headquarters were formed. These were allotted to army troops end the
British units withdrewn to G.H,\s troops (C.H.H.Q s file 1/0rg Engr/1/a:
Ce~in€,, 21 Army Group to Under Secretary of -tate, Jar Office, 25 Fedb 44,
also Tel 03 761, CANNILITRY to DEFENSOR, 1)1 Mar 44).

157, There was considersble doubt in the esrly part of 1943 whether
the two chemical warfare ecompanies, then thaining in Ceneda, would be re-
gquired, The Aymy Commander was very anxious that they should be retained
if possible, although the British hed dropped all such units from thely
rield foree (C.M.H.q. file 1/011 h‘lﬂt Senior Ofﬂeu', CoMuHoye to Firet
Cdn Army, 18 Mar 437 aleo Tel G5 647, CANNILITRY to DEFEN.OR, 27 Mar 43).
This view was repeated in June when the guestion was ralsed as to the
desirabiiity of moving the companies to “uffield, Alberta, to complete
their training Tel G5 1278 cmmunmm,tmu). In
August it became idble to n‘nu these companies within the manpower

ceiling either in Canada or the United Kingdom. Oenersl mtu was,

138, In February 1948 the War Office again stressed the extreme
shortage of reilway troops in the United Kingdom (see I

The History of the Cansdian Military Forces Overseas

Chap VIIX pm- .-gl‘l hap IL pere 993 aleo C.M,HeQe file 1/Can A:q/x/n
Tel G5 437, ¢ to DEFENSOR, 27 Pedb 48). It was not possible to
provide them from Cansdien resources oversess, accordingly Canada was asked
to form the necessary engineer snd signals units for despateh in the late
spring, This wes done (C.MH.y file 1/0r¢ Engr/1: Tel AG 8060, DEFENOR
to CANMILITRY, § Apr 48).

139, Canadian Engineer survey organization had consisted cf one
survey company in army troops, The British had adopted a scale of cne
company headquarters for each eorps with a number of specielist sections,.
The Army Commander favoured the existing emlarged ecompany rather than two
separate ies. Senior Officer, C.M.H.sys to First Cdn N
18 Mar 48), There was, however, a desire for an inecrease in the tot
survey ut-bulh-nt. This, couphl with the gemeral principle of con=
formity with British orgenization, led to the adoption of three company
heedquarters and specialist seetions, This wes higher than the British
scale but bused om the same organization Jenior Officer, C.M.Heye
to G.0,C4=in-C,, First Cdn Army, £ Hay 435) C.K.H.Q.
29 May 48; also O.I.I.Q. file 1Mﬂ Army. ’
. senior Combatent Officer, Cdn Army Overseas, " hr 68).
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- 140, m-unmnmom&aumm merits a apecial |

note. 30 Cdn Alr Survey Lisison Section was originally formed to act as
a briefing unit for a H.C.i.P sguedron to be used for systemstic aly
photogrephy. The squadron did not materialize, and all such work was done
by ReAsFs photographic reconnaissance units briefed by a British air -
survey lisison section, The Canadian section, mesnwhile, did veluabdle
work 4n preparetion for the asseult laniing in Normandy, determining beach
gredients ete, from aiyr photographs, When this work =as completed, the
Directorate of Military <urvey, War Office, desiring to use the highly-
treined personnel, requosted that thay be allowed to use this section in
preparation for operations in the Far Hast (C.H.H..e file 1/Org Engr/1/8t
Brigadier M. Hotine to Chief of Staff, C.M.H.., 12 Mey 44). This special
request was grantsd, and & new alr survey lialson seetion was formed for
First Cdn Army MGW of Staff, CuMeHele $0 Go0sCo=in, Pivet Cdn
Army, 26 May 44). : ‘ »

141, ~ In August 1945 the British trensferred all equipment repeir
workahops to R.E.M.E., leaving only the "menufecturing” workehops in
enginesy units (C.i,H.qe file 1/0rg Sngr/i: Letter, Culef Engineer, First
Cdn Army to Jentor Offfcer, C.M.Heis, 17 Jep 48)s This new organization
was adopted by the Cansdian Army in November, As there was as yet no corps
correspond ing to ReE.MsEe in the Canediasn Army, the engineer mechanical
equipment workshops were absorbed by the R.C.0.C. (Ibjds Jenior Officer,
Ge#.HeQe to Jenior Comdatant Officer, Cdn Army Overseas, 18 Nov 43).

148, The Cenadians vetained the remaining two engineer battalionms,
their two tunnelling companies, smd two road construction companies, none
of which had any counterpart in the British Ammy Chief Engincer,
Firat Cdn Army to Senior Officer, C.M¥.H.e., L7 Sep o Harly in 1944
the teo tunnelling companies were converted into drilling companies

(Ibid: Hemorandum by SeDel, CelliHiye 17 Jan 44).

143, There wes some discuasion early in 1944 over the amount of
engineer services that would be required in the United Kingdom after the
start of operations, These had been pared down drastically in the ine
terests of manpower economy. As no British labour was aveilable the
Canadiens dependsd entirely on thelr own engineers for all construction
end repairs to their miiftary sstablishmsnts in the United Xinglom, At
the insistence of the Deputy “uartermaster Genoral, C.M.H.us, a larger
allotment wes made, A provisional additicn to the menpower ceiling was
authorized to teke care of this (C.M.H.Qe file 1/Org Ency/1/8% D.. .0,
ColiHow to 300030.'1"‘m 443 “hief of Staff, C,H.H.Qe o GQOOCO"‘l'cQ.
First 0dn Army, &8 May 44 ) ,

la4., In April 1944 the War Office introduced a Headquarters Aray
Group Mele {AcGeReBs)e There were a large number of smgineer units
grouped in army troops, G.f... yreserve, and I, of C, PFrevioualy these
had had to be administered by the C.R.B. of the formation to which they
were allotted, whose hesdquarters was equiprped to deal only with the beaic
allotment of units, The intention was that these additional units within
21 Army Oroup would be grouped into aix A.Ce's R.E, of which the Canadians
would provide one, The new headquarters would set as the permanent =
administrative control of the units allotted to it, and in addition would
be available to assume opereticnal control of apec tasks ae required
%G.M.. 2] Army Group to Under-decretary of Stete, War Office,
44; elso Circular on EZmp of A.O.R.E,, Chief of Jtaff, First Cdn
]

Arny, 14 44)s In accordsnce with this, Hele 1 Cdn AcO.R.E. was
formed in April (Idgd: Tel G5 188, CANKILITRY to DEVEN.OR, 27 Apr 44).

- SIGNALS
145, The es.ential basis of omdo orgenization was the section '

designed to serve a particular unit or formation., 4s there were almost
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- @a® many types of such sections as there were types of units serv
would be tedious to 1ist them in detail, ¥ithin the division the org-
anization of signals, like that of the divisien, was fairly definite,
New estadlishmonts were adopted 4n Januery 1945 and agsin in Nay
that year, but no importent chenge took place in orsanization of
either infentry or armoured divisional signala, (C.M.H.Q. f1le 1/Org
Sigs/ly C.Ge5s to CLHH.G 17 May 483 slso Senior Offfcer, C.M.H.Q
to GQOQCQ"‘I‘O.. Firet Cdn w. 29 " ")0

146, _ Corps and 4rmy Signals were based
of standard sections provided in varying numbers according to the ro=-
quirements of the formstion, These were prineipally 1
saintenance, wireless and despateh rider seotions (Ibidt Directer of
3ignals, Jer Offfee, 5 Jan 44), For administrative purposes they -
were grouped into companies, the whole being under & signals hesdquarters
for the formation, In general the szllotment plesned in 1942 remained '
unchanged (@ee Appendix "A"), In sddition seections were allotted foy
each artillery and armoured corps regiment in corps or army troopa.
mnmuthnoummymtunmmnmmn
otted,

:
:
i

147, In April 1948 the Wer Offfce suggested that thoy would
welcome the provision by the Canedians of a L, of €, signels (C.H.HeQe
file 1/Cdn Army/1/8t Director of Steff Duties, dar Offfee to C.W.H&R.,
9 Apr 48)s It was planned to include four such units, sll provided by
the British, in the combined British and Cansdian foree. But the Wer
Office found i{tself short of the neeessary tradesmen. There had been
discussions with the Chief Jignels Officer of the First Cdn irmy with a
view to having the Canedians sup;ly ome aignals unit for the lines of
commnication in return for move gemeral labour from the British (Ibid!
BaGuds, C.M.Hoys to Senior Combatant Offfeer, Cdn Army Overseas,
27 Mar 45)s As the R.(, 5igs had roughly enough trained persomnel
availadle, it was agreed to sccept this commitment, The questionof
where the necesssry ecupensation would be made was left for future
decision (C.M.H.q. file 1/Org digs/d3 _l_m.w AsheGs (Org),
ColiuHeQe, 15 Apr 43; also Gu0.Co=in-C, Army to Sealor Officer
Coli.Haae 21 Apr 48), This meant sn addition of about 1200 men to the
Csnedien Foree component of the Fleld; the orgenizetion was similar to
that for corps end ermy signals, The formaticn of the L. of C,. signals
wes completed by the following September (Ibfd: Tel G5 3277, CANMILITRY
to DEVENGOR, 14 Sep 48), .
-
148, Figeon detachments, whick had been ineluded in the pro-
posed composition of the Cansdien Aymy throughout 1942 end 1943, were
dvopped early in 194¢ as such units were ne longer to be included below
Apmy Oroup (C.M.H.% file 1/Sdn Srmy/1/43 A./C.0L0,+in<C,, Firet Cas
Army to Chief of Staff, C.MJH..., 29 Dee 43)s

149, In order to provide communieation with the supporting aiy
force, an Air 3upport Control Signals was included in army troops., Two
such units were planned in the early part of 1943 (C.M.H.es file 1/0rg
Sigs/i: Tel G 1202, CANMILITRY to DAFENSOR, 26 May 43)s In January
1944 these were combined into a single Aflr Jupport Signals Unit
(Ae5e2.T, ), with an enlarged establishment $ Chief of Staff
C.M.H.Qe to General Cfricer Commanding, Army, 11 Jan 44 ),

150, A speeial eombined signals apd intelligence organization
wes included for the purpose of wireless interception. Their duties ’
ineluded interception, direction=finding, and the production of intelli-
gence informstion therefrom, They did not include monitoring our own
commmnicstions for which a special #ireless Security Jestion was provided

Jenior Officer,C.M.i.qs to Jenior Combatant Officer, Cdn Army
{5 %hs U.K., 15 Doe 48), The work of the Hireless Interception (*I")
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ominttm nnugm the “ruuon of tlu ht_ontuuo Staff

' ireless
seetion snd one ‘m-u hmugnu snttu m Army lu«m one

~ of eath for e¢ach corps Tel G5 1891, CAMMILITRY to DEFENJOR
14 Jun 43; also Geonlel, JpDo. ColoHoey 15 Aug ‘3’.
INFANTRY
151, The infantry battelions within the Cansdian Army Overseas

at the beginning of 1942 comprised nine for each of three infantry divisions
and one for 5 Cdn Armd Div, There were alse two mptor battalions in the
latter division., During 1942 one infantyy and two motor battalions arrived

‘ -ua 4 cu Armd Div (e .x.u.q. rno 1/«- tm/n ¢
—~ Yy f dealt with below
152, . At the beginning of 1945 the recrganization of the twe

armoured divisions included an increase in infantry battalions from one
to three for esch division, Only one of the two motor battalions was
retained (see above peras 23-29), The mdditional infentry for 5 Cdn irmd
Div were provided by the conversion of cne of the motor battalions, The
Perth Regiment, and the transfer of the Irish Regiment of Canade from
4 Cdn srmd. Nv. The infantry brigade for 4 Cdn Armd Div was not completed
immed iantely. The Princess Louise Musiliers were gonverted from moter to
infantry and two new bettalions were requested from Cansda, For this
purpose The Algonquin Fegiment emd Les Voltigeurs de Quebee, who were eone
verted @ reconnaissance regiment, were sent overseas (C.i¥.H.y. file
1/44n Army/1/2: Tel GiD 81, nmmncmm. 18 Jan 43), It wes
agreed that if the Voltigeurs were not "up to the standard required for
a 1err10d try unit, the irmy Commender would transfer them to mthor
mhnp for a goa inmnv b-ttnuon" (Ibid: Memo

anl anthorxuu l!uhhﬂm ot Omh -m sent mn to mt as ln-
fantry veinforcements (C,M,H... file 1/Can Army/1/3: Tel Gs 10286,
CANNILITRY to DEFEN.OR, 7 May 48), In July The Princess louise nuuuu
were converted into a brtpuo support group for 5 Cdn Armd Div, thus
leaving three vecancies for infantry battalions in 4 Gdn iArmd Dive (O MeHeGe
file 1/ Inf/lt GeOL 4y=ineC,, Pirst Cdn Army to G.0.L,, 2 Cdn Corps,

31 Jul 43), The units-chosen were The Algonquin Regiment, The Ltmln and
delland W end The Argyll end Sutherland Hlﬁhﬂm of Canada
(Ibidt: Tl PA 187, Pirst Cdn Army (Fehs) to Jenior Officer, C.¥.Hegs,

18 Aug 43)s Les Voluamo de Juedee were disbanded in November 1943
(Ibdd: Tel Go 2841, CANMILITRY to DEFENOR, 12 Nov 43).

153, The yrineciple of sending formed infantry battalions oversess
aé rainforcements was continueds In June 1945 The New Brunswick Raengers
came over in this way; they eventually were converted into a brigade
supyort group for 10 Cdn Inf Bde of 4 Cdn Armd Div (see below para 168),
But a later proposal to send over The Frinee EZdward Island Highlenders on
the same basis was mn.c mw nratunw (c.mm. file 1/Cdn
Army/1/8% Nimu on ference »: Army. 15 Jun 48).
In ¥ay 1944 fo b mu- 7 n Infant:
Brigede, and a £ith ubuqnoltly joined ‘them (c.x.n..;. file 1/Can Army/1/St
% GeDe & Tey Collallade t0 DeCoalade, 28 May 443 ColofHays file :
! DeCoalave, Cellslave G0 DoAsls, 4 -op “I‘W

o 7 Nov 44)s At the end of the year 14 68
arrived elso as reinforcements, and other individual units yrocesded over-
seas in 1944 and 1945 on the same basis (C.i.H... file 1/0rg Inf/lt




eu-t of M, o.l.l.a. to c«c.ea-u-c.. First Cdn Am. 9 Dn “;
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g the units whieh never & ce

om-orum.ou dv-ulndu "pe,

184, i In January 1943 owing to the difficulties of maintaining
adequate reinforcements for eech of the infantry units, it was decided
to reorganize the infantry reinforcement units on a territorial basis,
They had previously been grouped according to the divisions of First
Cdn Apmy, The intention of this new step was to elassify all infantry
reinforcements as belonging to a Canedian Infantry Corps rather then
to particular units, thus facilitating their distribution as required.
General McNaughton pointed out that he was fully eppreciative of the
need for regtl spirit and of the difficulties which the orzanization
of the inf corps would produte, but he said that the prime consideration
was the provision of adequate reinforcements which could take their
place in uo field units on short notice. (c .l.l.u. file 1/Can Army/
1/2; : 8 O Conference held at H.G. 4. rmy, 10 Jan 48).

155, The eatablishment of the infantry battalion was sub-
Jected to considerable experiment and ad justment during 1942 and 19435,
The then existing orgenizstion consisted of four rifle compenies and
& headquarters company composed of signal, anti-aireraft, S-in mortar,
ecarrier, pioneer, and administration platoons, In June 1“2 it was
decided to add B-pr anti-tank guns to their equipment (C.M.H.4. file
1/Cdn Army/1: Tel G35 1998, CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR, 12 Jun 42). This
involved the sddition of am anti-tank platoon. During the year ex-
mu-n were csrried out to incorporate this addition and to re=-
group headquarters uqu/y inte an edministration wing and & support
c:n»ay (ﬁ.u.m file 5/Inf Bn/lt Tel GJ 3278, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR,
19 Sep 42). :

156, When British establishments were adopted at the begin-
ning of 1943, that for the infantry battalion was still not firms
(CoM.Hoqo file 1/0dn Army/)/2: Tel G5 4260, CANEILITRY to DEFENSOR,

2 Jan 43). That this uncertainty wes due largely to disagreement withe
in the War Office and the British Government over the main outlines is
apperent from General MNclaughton's reports of conversations with
senior British officers, His report of a talk with Lt,Gen, R.M.,7eeks
(D44 14Be5s, War Office) on 9 Jan 43 was as follows @

been thrown on the British intention
in respect of the organizetion of the

and the bde sp coy, ete, General
fgeks said that he was definitely of
the opinion that the projeet would be
approved, despite the opposition which
it had ovoked in certain political
circles uu he 444 not accept
mu'ooatmy views; that he was
certain that General Faget, C.-in<C,
l.o.hau. and the 0-!&9.0. were in
favour of the proposed reorganization
and that it was the intention to press
the matter to a conclusien,

Gl S L o

A conversation the tcnwm day with laj-Gen A, Galloway (D.3.D., War
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Ofrice) wes reported as follows §

oluuu‘ by ColsGeds and C.=ineC,, Home
Forces, was firm, ¥e would be well advised
to proceed. & )

% | by G408 s=ineG,, First Cdn Army, 10 Jan 43), The
' Jections mentioned is not recorded.
157, The orzsnization expected consisted of three rifle com~

panies, a headquarters company composed of signal end administretion
phson::‘nlam ny composed of S-in mortar, cerrier

anti-
tank, pioneer platoons m- 25 5& 48).
by ¢ ' ions in

T™his organization was offiedl .
der N 8297 Jan 43),

January 1943 CoMeHoQe Adm
The reduction numbeyr of rifl nies was uom
manpower, In this new organigetion the asntieaircraft platoon been
dropped, end the support elements had been separsted from the adminie
strative elements of the cld hesdquarters company,

158, But new British projosals in April 1943 returned to a

four rifle company basis (C.M.H.. Tile 1/Org Support/l: Tel GJ 8626,

CAKNILITRY t0 DEFENJOR, 16 Apr 43), The battalions of 1 Cdn Inf Div

were immediately reorganized with four companies once more before they

departed for Sieily im July (C.MH.Qe file 1/Opg Inf/1t Pods 0 G40 Cee

inG,, Pirst Cdn Army to Jenior Officer, C.M.H.Gs, 30 Apr 43), The

remaining infantry battalions regained their fourth rifle company during
1945 { y Ge0e0s 1, SaDs, CoMuHile t0 AcAsOs (Org),

16 Jul 48), ‘point there were no further changes of importance

in the infantry organization,

HACHINE GUN, SUFFORT, AND DEFERCE UNITS

159, Probably no part of the army underwent such marked changes ;
botween 1942 and 1944 as did the infantry support and protective elements,
At the beginning of 1942 there were in the Cansdien Army Overseas four
" machine gun battalions, one in each infantyy division and one in army

troops. The lLorne Scota (Peel, Dufrerin, and Halton Regiment) provided -
a defence platoon for each formation headquarters,

hesdquarters (C.H,H.qe file 1/Cdn Army/it
Army (Field Foree) in the United Kingdom,

an

160, This orgenization was under discussion thx
of 194 The introduetion of 4.2ein mortars and 20-mm guns
a need for a unit to umwm

to DEFENJOR, 12 Jun 42)s The eventual al was
battelions for eash infantry divieion by the convers
machine gun battalions, These would ccnsist of a ba
a divisional support company with 20-mm guns, and
nwtuuﬁﬂtl“mnlh«r-l&n:
for medium mechine guns, These support battalions




- 45 -

uuwmumocmunhpmm lhomluhm
gun battalion (R.M.R.) was to be converted into a corps reconnaissance
regiment. The Lorne Seots would provide similer sy mﬁl
corps and army hesdquarters in place of the former | ce companies.
uestion of suprort elements for armoured divisions was mot m-mu
3&“ organize=

Tel G5 3344, CARNILITRY to DEFENSOR, 25 Jep 44), This
was asuthorized by N.D.H. . in November 1942, but was never sctually
put into effect (C.ilH.us file 1/0dn Army/2: Tel G uu, DEFENSOR to
CANMILITRY, 12 Wov 42).

161, n.momzuuu-uu, , to form these
support battalions and companies, the generel tion on British
establishments took plece, lnlu omn had not Mluﬂltmmh
of the support organization, ﬂMimeMth ,
to DEFENOR, 11 Jan 48), The gemeral outlines, however, -mum. It

wes very similar to the Cansdien proposal. ummuunmdm

hesdquerters and a brigade support greup equipped with mlu- ‘machine
guns, 20-m= guns, end heavy mortars (QM)&M “brigede;
a-ﬁuo platoons for division and brig.de headquarters would supplied

in addition (Idid: Tel G5 4260, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 2 Jan 48)s MNean=
uu.mpnnumumm-»mmmmmummu
two new weapons ‘ "

10 Jan 43).

162, Preliminery establishments bun- available ln Auu 1943,
and steps were taken immedistely to convert the taree Cansdisn mschine gun
battelions, The saskatoon Light Infantry, The Toronto Scottish Regiment,
mmemwmwmm.unwuw on the
above organization, for the three infantry divisions, The British poliey
o:uhh:u.smhlo“tmmmmmm ,
followed; mhmw-nonnmumm-mﬂm g
(CoM.Hoe file 1/Org *’MW SeDel, €o4.HoQe,

5 Apr 43; elsc Tel GG 963 lhul. ml-m ‘
Montreal Regiment (M.G,) hed aircady been .
regiment (see above para 99), No m{:
groups for the new infantry brigedes :
file 1/Cdn Army/1/31 Minutes of Confersne:

nmmmﬁmh

mmu,zo«pa). nmnm : :
Ceneda be represented in and essily identifiable as part of the Fighting
Forces of Cansde's Overceas Army” Tel G5 1112, DEVENJOR to CANKILITRY,

e —— —_—
- _— —



¢ It was pointed out that to disband the !.E.I.L.H. "would be
eliminate the only unit oversess which besrs P.5.,l1. neme and further
it would leave P.E.I. as the only province not recognized in Oversous
set-up by assignment of unit with territorial name associated with
province” Tel G5 2390, DAFPENJOR to CANMILITRY, 17 Sep 48). A
sugrestion the support group for 10 Cdn Inf Bde in 4 Cdn Armd Div
might be formed from the F.E,I.L.H. wee rejocted cn the ground thet this
would The Hew Brunswick Rangers Tel G5 2564, CARMILITRY
43 unit hed rec arrived oversess in
inforcements (C.M.H.q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/8:
MJHiGo t0 GuoOuCo=in-C,, First Cdn Army, 10 Jun 43), It
The New Brunswick Rengers should uu&njuﬂ group
e, and that the F.E.I.L.H, should take over 2 Cdn Corps
Lorne Scots, The latter unit would still be represented
£ battle (C.M.H.Qs file 1/0Org Support/l: Jenior Officer
«is t0 Senior Combatant Officer, Cdn Army in the U.Ks, 36 Oct 45.).

. In Jenuary 1944 the Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army Oroup,
reguested the War Office to convert the support battalions of that force
to machine gun battalions. These units would consist of three companies
of medium mechine guns and one company of 4.28-in mortars., The 20.-mm guns
would be removed to the divisional 1isht anti-aircreft regiments 3
Tel O, 125, First Cdn Army to C,.M,H.Qs, 14 Jan 44; see above para 151).
This new orgenizetion waes aecepted by First Cdm Army, The support bat-
talions of 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Dive were converted once more into machine gun
battalions, and the support of 10 Cdn Inf Bde into an independent
machine gun company in Fedbruary BeGeSy, CollaHeQe 0 G40 o=inC,,
First Cdn army, 28 Feb 4 ), The eorresponding change was made by
Cenadian units in Itely the following July (Ibid: Tel G 2490, CANMILITRY
to AsiAsIs for CANDEX, 21 Aug 44). '
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165, ‘The hesdquarters defenge companiea and platoons con=-
tinued to be mainly Lorne Seots, But in the course of the various changes
in support organizstion, the question of what companies and pletoons they
would provide was long unsettled, The defence company for 1 Cdn Corpe
remained unchanged, A similar company for & Cdn Corps was formed in
January 1943 (C.M.H.Qe file 1/Cdn Army/1/8: C.MiH.Qe
m:«u)..uunu-auommm een .

1945 the P.B.I.LH, took over 2 Can Corps Def Coy (ebove para 168).
The following April the R.H.R., took over the army defemce company (above
pars 101), In Appil 1945 this latter wes increased to a battalion (C.¥.H.y.
file 6/R.M.R,/11 (i) 1 Subm! on Mo 698, 37 Apr 45)., The divi-
sional defence and employment rlaf rema ined unchanged throughout, In
May 1843 the brigede defence platoons had been absorbed in the various
support groups cn the instructions of the Army Commander (C.M.H.Qs file
1/0rg Support/l: HEisute on Memorandus, Jemior Officer, C€.M.H.4, to
G.0.Ls=in<C,, First Cdn Army, 23 Apr 48), The British continued to regard
them as separate units, dut were expected tc absord them later in the
suppert groups Yol s 1843, CANNILITRY to DEFENJOR, & Aug 48)¢ But
when the machine gun talions replaced the support units in February 1944,
it beecame negessary to reinstate the brigede defence platoons as separste
units (Ibgds B.Gide, CellH.de t0 G0 Co=inL,, Firet Cdn Army, 22 Feb 44).
#hen the army defence company was taken over by the R.M.R., these brigade
ground defence platoons became once more Lorne ~eots (Ibid: Chief of Jteff,
€l Holde t0 G.0Le=inel,, First Cdn Army, 11 Apr 44).

¢
Nl &

166, At the beginning of Mepeh 1942 the Cenadian Army edopted
the new British orgsnization for the Royal Army -ervice Corps (C.H.H...

file 6/Reorg R«CeisdCe/lt C.MaH.G. W" Feb 42).
The new orgenization introduced greater simplicity ty inte
the supply and trensport service, The prineiple was to use a few standard

: /
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sub-units which could be grouped intoc companies es required for the various

tasks to be performed. The basic element was a transport platoon of thirty
vehiclea, Conpanies formed of varying numbers of these would include in
addition a apecialist platoon containing the tradesmen required in aceor-

dante with the task of the company, a workshop pla and one or more
relief driver increments The of the Cansdian
Nilitery Foreces Oversess, p X1, paras 177-180),

167, In the organisation as adopted in March 1942 the RiCiieidls

units serving infantry divisions and corps troops were grouped, as previously
into three "eommod ity” companies, ammsunition, petrel, and supply. But the
British in the Niddle East were using compoaite compani ene ecompany for
each brigede performing all thyee tasks (C.X.H.i. file ReCoiaes3eCo /20
day Office Letter, 12 Nov 41), This system was in general use in armoured
djvisions mxuaug Canedian., In April 1942 the question was raeised whether
tais system might be adcpted for the Cansdian infantry division (Ibid:
Tel GiD 740, DEFENCR to CANMILITEY, 11 Apr 42)s The War Office had mt as
yet “oucl their poliey; also at tlh tine the whole divisional organiza-
tion was be reviewed, It wes proposed to wait until these two matters

wore settled ! cenjor Officer, C.M.H, s to H.is First Can irmy,
15 .’ “’ . » ; 2
lée. In August it was decided to edopt this new grouping within

the Canadfan irmy Overseas (Ibid: Tel G5 3124, CANEILITRY to DEFEN.OR,

2 Sep 43), Thers was, however, consideradle d before authority for

the reorganizstion could be obtained from Ottawa § Chief of the General
Staff, N.D Qe to Jenior Officer, C.M.H.Qs, 30 Nov 42), In any event it
was incorporated in the general recrganization at the deginning of 1945

g&gc.n.n.q. Wl& Jen 43)s No further changes
place in the ¢ orsaniza of socond line R.C.A.5,Ce units,
169, The second-line transport suthorized for the Cansdien Army
in 1942 hed eonsisted of three "commodity” companies in eseh infantry
division, four composite companies in eaoh armoured division, one composite
company for each army tank brigesde, three "commodity” companies for corps
troops in 1 Cdn Corps, and one nnpesito eonpany wes planned for each of 2
Cdn Corps and Army Troops. In addition one toon was provided for esch
mmm mw ln om- nu -rw w CoE.H,3e file 1/0dn Army/1t
sed_Co: on, Canad! oree), 16 Jan 42), After the
uu-y 043 afantyy divisions were
turcud tra m« to tm. one m mh iﬂndo and one for divisional
troops, but there was no great inecresse in personnel, At the same time
the companies in armoured divisions were preduced from four te three, when
the support group was elimineted, The proposed total for corps troops
remained at four, two composite companies for each corps, For army troops,
army tenk br!mu and artillery regimentsz there wes no ¢hange, Most of
these changea had bm included in the "Third Froposal” in August 1943,
but did not take effeet until 1943 (C.M.H.q. file 1/Cdn Army/1/8: c.u.n.g.
W 10 Jan 43), The eomposition of each compeny in
& organization is in Appendix "C", There were minor alterations
from time to time} the composition shown was that ultimately adopted,

170, Third line transport consisted of general transport come -
panies, These were on the scale of one for each division and one for each
corps, They were grouped under & hesdquarters of a ¢orps transport colummn.
The thixd~line compenies for divisions were variously regerded as army oy
corps troops or even as divisional troops, but the seale of provision never
changed (C.N.H,Q file 6/Reorg ReCeAenC./11 Notes on Diviaionsl and Corps

Iroops ReissCe Orgsnization, Octoder 1942).

171, Additional corps ReCereoeCe units were motor ambulance
convoys and Bridge companies, one of each for each corps, The moter am-
bulance gonveys were transferred from the ReC.AH.C. to the HeleaeieCe in
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January 1943 in order to conform with British prectice (C.M.H.q. file
1/C4n Army/1/8: Tel G5 4242, CANKILITRY to DEFENSOR, 31 Dec 42). They
were based on the same organization as other R« .A.5«C¢ units, The two
corps bridge compenies, which were later transferred to army troops,
hed a distinet orgenizetion (C M.H.Qs file 1/0rg RCehedsCo/lt Senior
Officer, C.MuHoGe to G.0.0,»in-C,, Firaet Cdn Army, 12 Jul 433 w
by Director of Steff Duties, sar Office, 2 Jop 43), This organ ion
was not settled until August 1943 Tel GJ 2088, CANNILITRY to
DEFENSOR, 28 Aug 48), In February @ new organization was adopted
for a corps hesdguerters, This involved the formation of a corps cap
company ReCeleSeCs to hold and administer the transport of corps heade
QWS (Zbid? BeGese, ColleHoGe 0 G.0.0=ineC,, First Cdn Army,

7 4414 : ,

)78, Other R« .443,C4 units found in army troops included tank
trensporter evmpanies and troop cerrying ecmpenies, The latter were
similer in orgenization to the third line general transport companies,
The number of each what it wes intended to provide veried from time to
time. At the begimning of 1945 three of each were planned (C.M.H.i. file
1/0dn Army/1/21 Tel G5 455, CANMILITRY to DEFENSOR, 1 Mer 45), But
after exercise "FARTAN" in Narch of that year it was decided that one
tank transporter company would suffice for First Cdn Army (C.M.H.G. rile
1/0rg ReCote5eCe/lt Go0Co=in<C,, First Cdn Army to Jenior Officer,
ColyHole, 29 Mar 43)s This view vemained unchanged when the British
proposed to ineresse their provision of these companies W-
by Director of Jtaff Duties, Har Office, 13 ¥ay 435; also -enior eer,
ColuHoie t0 Underesecretery of State, Har Office 29 Jun 43), The othep
twe tank transporter eompanies were econverted into general transport com-
panies, and were in fact the only twe provided in army troops in sddition
to the divisional third line companies Senior Officer, C ¥ Hiye to
senior Combatant Officsr, Canasdian Army in UsK., 29 Nov 43). Two
further cenersl trensport companies were provided for G.H.ys troops-at
the pressing request of the British early in 1944, These ware originally
intended for army troopa, but had not been formed, In Jamuary 1944 it
was proposed to drop them, as they w not reguired under a new poliey
of pooled transport (C.M.H... file 1/¥ds Army/1/4: Frocecdings of th

AL AR —~—

5 mmua ‘ he 1 ansport
quirements of 21 Army Group, and the Canadian Arxy felt bound to supply

them (Ibjd: Tel G5 581, CANMILITRY to DEFENICR, 33 Feb 44).

173, The ReCehsiele also provided in army troops a mobile
petroleum laboratory, and among L, of C, units a mobile printing seetion

and an advanced stationery depot. The last two, ineluded in the plans

since 1942, were formed in December 1943 (C.M.H.qe file 1/0rg ReCehessCe/11
Tels G5 2149, GS 5170, CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR, 16, 18 Dec 43). The mobile
petroleum laboretory was first included irn the plans in February 1943, and
was formed the following May (Ibid: Jenior Orfficer, C.M.H.Qs to Gu0uCe=in<C.,
Pirst Cdn Army, 17 May 48).

174, ~ One innovation made in 1942 should bde noted, In August of
that year a3 an experiment all reinforcement cooks were concentrated in the
army service corps reinforcemant unit, Transfers to the R.C.A.3.C. were
not compulsory. This system simplified such matters as training and the
even distridution of cooks among the various corps (C.M.H.Q file 6/Reorg
ReCeheeCa/ls Tel A 974, CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR, 26 May 43). This
arrengement proved most satisfectory, end in May 1943 all ccoks in the
Canadian Army Overseas were transferred to the R.C.AsieCe $ Tol G3 831,
CANMILITRY to DEFENJOR, 16 Apr 43), A Cooks' and Butchers® was formed
at No 1 CAXRU to train and hold such personnel,

MEDICAL ARD DENTAL SERVICES

175, The medical organizetion prorosed at the beginning of 1942



df -
muMltt

(a) Within the divisional srea one field
ambulence for esch brigade, orgenized
to provide a main dressing station and
twe companies,

(b) In corps troops a total of three moter
Mhnnuavon.

{e) In army troops one casualty clesring
, station for eseh divisien served,

(d) In L. of C, troops u@t general hos-
pitals to provide 7200 beds, a neuro~
logical hospital, and two eonvaleacent
depota,

Additional hospitals were provided as static units in the United Kingdom,
Hedical serviecos also included field hygiene sections for esch division,
corps, and army, mobile hygiene and bactoriclogieal laboratories and an
advanced dmt for ?dtul cﬁms h am tnop (c.l.aoéh file 1/Can

Army/1t Froposed nposit : A Fiel : 16 Jan 42).
The field ambulances and f ' md formations
were more mobile and amnnmu as "iight,"

176, In July 1942 the War Office anncunced a deeision to
revise their medicel services in the fisld to ensure greater flexibility,
adequate intercommunicetion, suffieient trensport for easuaslties, and
aflequate surgical facilities in the forward areas, To these c.n the
field ambulanee would become a fully mobile collecting and evacuating
unit, with the main dressing station removed, The rest of their orgeniza~
tion and the scale of provision remained unchanged, and no change at all
was proposed for the light field ambulance, A new unit, the field
dressing station, was introduced to perform the function of a main dress-
ing station; there would be one of these for eseh field ambulance., A
second new unit, the field surgical unit, was created, There would be

two for each division in the field held .muno for allotment as re-
guired, They would normally funection at a field dressing stetion. The
motor smbulance convoys were to be tranaferred to the army service corps,
but would remain under thes operational control of the medieal service.,
A 20C«bed genersl hospitel was introduced for location in the area of
railheed (C.¥.H.4. file 6/Feorg Med/l: War Office Letter, 6 Jul 42).

177, The Cenedien Army considered these new proposals, but
d4d not feol it advisable to adopt them ell, The two main eriticlioms
were that the new field smbulence wes not suitable for both infaptry and
armoured formations, and thet the motor smbulance convoy was removed from
the medical corps, An experimentel organization for a field ambulance
had been doveloped within the Censdien Army which it wes thought would be
suitable for both infantyry and armoured formetions, Like the British,

it involved the removal of the main drescing station to a separate unit,
It was proposed to provide four field ambulences for each infantry divi-
sion and three for esch armoured division, an inerease over previous
provision, COtheruise the British miuun and udu of mvtltu

P T :
It tu duucl, where tuuo. to -hhu uu’ulhy 'tth hmu
organization, but the Censdien Army at this time hed a completely differ-
ent divisional organization from the British end some modificetions in
the medical services would imevitably be necessary, It was felt that if
changes were to de made they should be such ae were applicable to the

Can:dian “miw organizeticn MW
Sexvices, 2 iug 43)e




178, A Canadien organization for medicel services was tried out
in exercise "SAWBONES® at the emd of October 1942 DoMoSs, CoMaHoqe,
to DuDelsS., 1 Cdn Corps, 7 Nov 42). This organi included a single

type of field ambulance for both infantry and armoured formations, the

.f1eld dressing stetions and field surgical units borrowed from ﬁc British

organization, end an amalgemation of the field hygiene seetion with the

mobile bath uu. This latter had formerly been an ordnance unit, and in
thoBrltuhAmmtuMuuu%, randum, Proposed Reorgane
421,

dzation, Cengdian Modieal cervices,
179, Before the Canedian A.w had definitely settled its own ver-
siou of the new medical organizastion general adoption of British est-
ablishme=%: became Cansdisn poliecy (8.:.:.@ #ile 1/Can irmy/1/21
Wl Dee 42)s The objection was made that in
¢ade © mcumcmnuudnnn-thuummm
organization were followed G

4 Dee 42), The difference was cond; ' cle warrant

a departure from general poliey in this particular cese, The changes from
the existing organigzation, which were made in January 1943, were!

(a) In eseh infantry division the eonversion of
the field ambulances to the British type,
end the sddition of two field dressing at.ticm.

{b) In each armoured divizion the eonversion of one
light field ambulence to s field ambulance, and
one light field amdbulance teo a field dreassing
station, The light field hygiene section de-
came a field hygiene asection.

(e) In corps troops the existing field amdulances
were converted to fisld dressing stations,

(d) The motor smbulsnce ¢onvoys were transferred
to RuColiu3Cs

(e) The mobile bath units were transferred to
00404 and combined with mobile laundries,

(C.MuH(Q file 6/Reorg Med/1t €.H.Hede Administrative Onder No 4, 15 Jan 43).

180, The British scale of proviasion of hospital beds was 6% with
the expeditionary force and 4% in the United Kingdom (C.M.H.G file 1/Cdn
Aruy/1/8s Wa 11 Nov 42), The Canadian yroposals weuld
provide a sl y gor n of bede.,® It was pointed out that the
British, in sddition to the militery hospital beds which they allowed, had
duahmm-urot Hinistry of Health beds, The Canadiens haj no eimi-
lar provision closer than Canada, Apart from the ineonvenience of moving
hospital cases over such a di moye hospital ships than the one cur-
rently provided would be necesssry (C.M.H.q. rue 1/Crg H/m
DaMese, ColisHege t0 DiAeGe, 8 Apr 43). The total provision was ,
£00-bed, five 600-bed, and seven 1200-bed hospitels to serve with the field
force, In the United mumm be ten further hospitals organimed
on static establishments ranging from 60C to 1200 beds, nmzmm
were altogether nine general hoqlml ovm of which seven were on sta=-
tic esteblishments (Ibid: Tel G5 630 to DEFENJOR, 26 Mar 43).
tmumauummptmomium-uumu increase this
provision, Two further hospitals were alresdy mobilized in Censde and a
further six were mobilized in Eay 1945, The formation of the remaining seven
wuloﬁndutummmuuw by Chief of the
Genersl Staff, N.D.H. ., 17 Nay 43), review hospital situa-
uuusqmzmxuutnmzummmwm provision wes not

—
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excessive, It approximated closely to the provision wmh-nuu.
whose position was similar, Further the division of the Canadien forces
hhnummtmtuqnumummuuu
yrovided in eceh theatre ‘muam.cmmnmm.
1 Oct 43), The ten hospitals 4n the United Kingdom had all been placed
on static establishments, In addition to the genersl hmtlll there
were three convelescent depots asllotted to the field foree, and a further
convaleseent depot, a convalescent hospital, an offieers' convalescent ,
e Pt ek gy gh &?&%‘Wm‘

¢ surgery hosp o by
DeQelaGe, ColHed,, 13 Mar “)o :

:::'c o In rcbtc:n uclnimmt;: u:.‘-l.o" ﬁ&lm that
an Army shoul copy the Americans using dcal corps person~
nel for unit stretcher~bearers, This would ensure that bet

would be avalileble for the (C.M.Hoye file 6/Reorg Hed/l: Tel G 237,
DEFENSOR to CANKTLITRY, 20 u). m of this sort was rejected
as inadvisable at that M of the particularly as the British hed
no intention of sdopting 1t (CeM.Huys s fi1e 1/0rg Med /13

AW, C.EH, “ DelisS,, n Jun 43).

:

18z, omu- apecial medical units might be noticed. A nsuro-
surgical unit was provided to operate with one of the general hospitals

in the Field Force for the treatment of heed injuries and neurclogieal
conditions of all kinds (C.M.H.q. file 6/Reorg Hed/lt dar Office Letter,

19 Dec 425 also C.M.H.Q. file 1/0dn Army/1/2: Tel G5 485, CANMILITRY to
DEFENSOR, 1 Mar 43)s At one time it was cmﬁuﬁ that four mobile optie
cel units would be needed, One such unit was mobilized in Jenuary 1943,

But the British Army provided cptical fecilities by the inclueion of speei-
ally trained in base and edvanced depots for mediecal stores,
Accopdingly one unit wae disbanded in May 1943 (C.M,H.. file 1/Org
Ned/l: Senior Officer, C.M.H.is to G.0.C.=in<&, First Cdn Army, 2 Aug48),
In Tuly xmnuamuaum;mmmwh
investigute and develop sdvanced methods of trestment, particularly -m
regard to shock and would infection,  This unit was formed in August 1943
(Tbid: senior Officer, C.M.H.ie to G.0.0.=in-0,, First Odn Army, 31 Aug 43),
“hen the Canadien forces went to Italy, a need srose for anti-meleriel con-
trol units, Three such units were formed on a temporary basis before the
departure of 1 Cdn Inf Div for ~ieiliy; two others were subsequently

added Tel ACO 1611, PLAMBO from GAFDIX to CANNILITRY, 25 Jan 44

Tel G3 774, CAMMILITRY to DEFENJOR, uhru).

12z, . The Cenedian Dental Corps worked closely with the RiCoaol.Co
and might be included here. Total provision for the Canadian Army Cver-
sess was eight demtal companies with the Field Force, ocach comprising 20
elinical dotachments, and three baze dentel companies in the United Kingdom,
esch comprising 30 clinical detechments, Detachmenta from the base com~
panies were attached to general huspitals and easualty elearing stetions

in the field force, This caused administrative complications, and accord-
ingly one bdase company was dsleted and the personnel permanently sllotted
to the hospitals coneerned. (aﬂ Senior Officer, C.N.H.is to Senfor .
Combatant Officer, Cdn Army in 19 Cet 43). &rlyhl"aluoul »
army depots for dental nm-modan tc the composition of the srmy.
Freviously mediezl stores depots hed led dentel stores, but this had
not proved satisfsotory (C.M.M.i file n Army/1/ 33 t.@.o.. ColieHoie

to Jenior Combatant &fficcr, Cdn Army Overseas, <7 ¥ar 43)., The whole of
this dental orgenizstion was peculiarly Censdian (Ibid: Memorandum, D.A.Oo.
c l.ﬂ.-u to Bu0s3s, B Aug 43),

ReCo0sCo AND RO .l-lnlo

184, - The Ordnance mtuﬂumpﬂd for the Canadian irmy at
the beglaning of 1942 was



(a) First line:

(1) Light aid detechmenta, one to each
of a number of units and formations

(11) Light enti-airersft ordnance worke
shop subesections, one to each light
anti-aireraft htuty

(b) Seeond linet

(1) In eseh infentry division, ome
divisional ordnance workshop and one
divisional ordnance field park.

(i1) 1In esch armoured division, two :
armoured brigede ordnsnce comjenies
and one suppert group ordnance
company.

(111) In each tenk brigsde, cne tenk
brigede ordnance company.

{iv) In corps end army troops, a total
of twc non-divisional ordansnce

workshops and two non-divisional
ordnance field parks.

(e) Third line:

{1} In ermoured corps troops, two divi-
sional sections of an armoured corps
ordnance workshop, an armoured corps
ordnance field park, two army tenk

ordnance workshops, end two ermy
tank ordnance field parks.

(11) In army troops, two army orinance
workshops and two army ordnasce field
. m..
(4) Fourth unot

Ou ba-e eﬂmm’ lﬂ one base
ordnance depot,

(C.MJHo4o file 1/Can Army/1t
W Cenadian Army (m-:.
3 - ‘ .
This correzponded to the current British orgsnizstion® (C.M.H.Q. file 6/0rd
AT T T TS
o | » . ivision of work wes as follows:
(a) First line: miner repairs
(b) Jecond linet assemdly exchange

(e) Third line: essembly repair by
eomponent exchange

(d) Fourth line: complete assembly overhaul.

e - e st e R . T ot <
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units, and -obmmm-y and forward aueatmusm g

185, In Mareh 1942 the British were considering mrgeniul;

ordnance zervices in infantry formetions on the seme lines as those in armoured

divisions, This would involve abolishing the divisional ordnance workshop

and field park, mnd putting in their place three brigade ordnance companies

;:::&o;talning both mp -u rme mk auuu (c .x.n..;. rile o/m
1/8: A LT8 rocest O] by

; .. yed

m was uumﬂn Tel Go 1973. emm
to nxnn .d, &3 iu )a The new proposals were accepted in Canadian Army
Tlans. The following orauluuu for second line services wes roco-alol,
ma was incorporsted in tho mpo«d composition of August 1942t

h) In esch infentry division, three ordnance
companies one for each brigade.

(b) In oah_,n-mr«l division, two armoured
ordnance companies and one ordnance
company, the latter replacing the support
group eompany,

(¢c) In esch tank bdrigsde, an armoured ordnance
my replacing the tank brigsde company,

(@) In eseh corps, two ordnance companies re-
plaeing the non-divisicnal weorkshop and
field park,

(e) In army troops, four ordnance companies,
. an gdded regquirement.

Tel G 3409, cmnmmu
s & Oct 43),

1686, ~ The above orgenization was never put ianto effect. Before it
had been fully accepted the British had revised their ordnance services once
more, With the intention of concemtrating teehnicisns within e single organ-
ization they had formed a new Corps of Royal Klectrical end Mechanical Engin-
eers. This eorps took over the repeir services of the ordnance and the army
service corps, and it wes intended that the engineer repair service would -
also be ineluded, In view of this they abandoned the idea of a unit which
“would be performing partly continuing ordnance services and partly the new
Hafa¥MeE, services 3 a%o.n.o.-u. Fir:t Cdn Army to D.A& ‘0‘0",
14 Jun 42), e C ian srmy adopted one aspeet of this new prineiple in
August 1943, ncn the supply and repeir of R.C.4s5.,0, vehicles was transferred
from that corps to the R.C.0.C. (_;_b_mcv tine Oxder lo The
transfer of engineer repairs waes dela by itd consequently by

the Canadians, until the fcllowing year (ng; m. A/DQ.H.C.
Ce 4% . PR “ A:D.Q,.I.G., 18 Jun “)o 3

18’1‘ When British establishments were adopted at the begimning of
1943, the Cansdian ordnencs service wss still on the orgenizetion in force a
year befors, The new British organization wit: its seperate R.E.V.E. corps
was ¢onsiderably different, both from this and from the Canadien proposals
of the rrévious summer. It was recommended by the Army Commander that the
British organizstion be Moptod, but -mmt uo separate corps (C.MH.qs
file 1/dn Army/1/2: Reorganization, Fiz rmy, & Dee 42)s This view
was concurred in by the head : ces, who emphasized the _
desirability of conforming -uh Bﬂtuh pmtm. The problems of supply
would be greatly complicated by any divergence (ﬁm AeDelaMoGay
C.M.H.ls 8 Dec 42), The resultant changes u ization were mm”m




The first line serviees remained substantially the ssme, The second and
third line units were converted as follows !

(s) 1In infentry divisions, the divisional ordnsnce
workshop wae split inte three infantyy brigede

workshops.

(b) In ermoured divisions, the two armoured brigade
companies became a single armoured brigade
workshop, the support group compeny became an
infentry brigsde workshop, in esch cese with
the field perk element removed.

(¢) In tenk brigsdes, the tank brigade ordnsnce
company remained for the time being, as the
British had no corresponding establishment,

(d) In corps troops, the non-divisional ordnance
workshops became corps troops workahopa,

(e) In third line workshops, the two army ordnence
workshops became three infantry troops worke
shops, and the two divisiocnal cections of the
armoured corps ordnance workshop became two
srmoured troopa workshops, These five units,
one for esch division, were inecluded among
corps troops.

{(f) The field parks of seecond and third line were
combineds Out of the various existing units
were created three infantry and twe ermoursd
divisionel sub parks, ome for eech division,
which were included among corps troops, In
eddition two corps and army troops sub parks
were retained from the old non-divisional
field parks.

(g) A second line workshop wes edded to army troops.

(gag:. CHeue Administrative Order No, 2,
an “)O 43 3 g

lee, Certain other changes appeared et this tine, In each uvl-
sion end corps a new hesdquarters was formed for the verious

For these the name, Headquarters R.B.M.E., wes borrowed from the Brttm,
ummnm-uumucudmmy-othtun Tel Gs 67,
CANMILITRY to DEFENOR, 11 Jan 43). The modile bath units, h had been
in the %,C.A.¥L, during the past year, were transferred beck to Urdnance
and combined with mobdile lsundries in order to conform with British Mluo

189, There were no further changes in the generel ordnance organi-
zation, But a fow sdditions or amendments were made within seeond and third
line units, A third line workshop and a field park were added for eseh
army tank brigede (C.M.H.is file 1/dn Army/1/8t Tel G 858, CANMILITRY to
DEFENOR, 15 Apr 48). The tank drigade ordnance company becsme & tank ,
brigade workshop, and with the conversion of the brigede t6 en srmoured
brigede it became an armoured brigsde workshop (C.¥.H.us file 1/Org Ord/lt
GooeOel, SeDs, Collsflao 80 AsieGe (Org), 21 Jul 43)s In liay 1944 an ermy
troops ordnance sub perk wes added (C.X.l.is file 1/0dn Army/1/83 Chief of
Aaff, C.M,Hode t0 0u04Co=ineG,, First Can Army, 26 May 44),

180, Attention, es far as organizetional planning wes concerned,
was mainly direeted on the extent to which Cansdians would provide m
line services., It was proposed to retain the Base Ordnance Workshop, end

te provide in addition two sdvenced components for the field foree. The



first of the latter was formed in Mareh 1943 (G.I.Rmo file 1/0vg Ora/1t
Tel GJ 786, CAMMILITRY to DEFENJOR, amm. The seeond was formed a

fow months later ! denfor Otttea. ColisHots to Gu0uloeinb,, Firet
Can Aymy, 50 Jun 4 B
191, Original proposgls were for similar mvuuu by the Base Orde

nance Depot. But in view of the large numbers of men required, it was
hoped that the British would eatridute all the genoral labour for the
BsOuDy and the lebour snd most of the tradesmen for the two advanced come
ponents (C.M.HeQe file 1/0dn Army/1/8t Tel Go 456, CAMMILITRY to ©SFEN.R,
1 Mar 43). The result would be that only 10 per cent of the whole main
componient, end 20 per cent of the portion of the advanced com=
ponents would be Canadian, !MOW was not accepted by
the War Office, They suggested instead the Canadians should supply
one advenced B.0,Ds complete (C.M.H.ee file 1/Cdn mNsl.mm
Wumuk This was agreed to by the C army.
mmotuoh\mm m-n u-mn.t was still une
docided ¥emorandum, Organ , 8. 6 Apr 43),
In June to reduce ) .mpudtololm
the Canadisn Base Ordnance Depot ui nlr entirely on British services,
This was opposed by Ordnance Jervices, and s modified B.0,D. was suggested
te provide those services considered u be umtuny Cenadian. This
would consist of

(a) Bnlqm.

() KT and Technical Stores sub-depot to ensure
that the base ordnance workshop was adequately
supplied -m "B" yehicle spare purts and
stores,

(e) A vehicle subedepot to receive, store, and
issue all "A” and "B" wehicles received from
Cansda,

(d) 4 boot repair shop to existing facilie
ties for the rérair of Cansdian boots,

: DyQelyGy, O M.H.qs to Senior
%ﬂ%’o. ; .

This was agreed to. { Dehala, ColuHoGe to MQAOGC‘A’. 26 Jun ‘3,0

new proposed organiza was put inte effeet in January 1944 -h-m-u
was renamed Cenedian Central Ordnance Depot (C.M.H.Ge file 1/5:. ™
Tel G5 195, CANNILITRY to DEFENOR, 20 Jan 44).

192, <“ome changes or additions were made in other ordnence units, In
April 1943 two recovery compenies were formed (Ibid: Jenior Officer, O.M.H.ye
to Heye Firet Cdn Army, 16 Apr 43), A third recovery compeny was added in

May 1944 (C.M.H.Qe file 1/dn Army/1/5t Chief of Staff, C.Eiieqe 0 G.00 =
in-C,, Pirst Cdn Army, 26 May 44). In Septemder 1943 the nusber of salvage
units was reduced fyom eight to four (C.M.H.Q, file 1/Org Opd/l: Senior
Officer, C.HiHols $0 Gu0uCowinel,, First Caf Army, 30 Sep 43). In November

of that yosr two mechanical equipment workshope were formed, when this former
Engineer aservice was transferred to Ordnance to conform mh British practice.
mmuauumummmmmmmmnmmm 3
corpsj in the Canedian Army this was still included in the R.C.0.C. %
senfor Officer, C.M.Hiie to 0,0,0,~in-C,, Fipst Cdn 18 Nov 44).
mention might be mede of an importaent temporery organizstion., In September
1943, lst Cansdien Equipment Assembly Company was formed to cope with the

large guantity of Cansdian vehicles waiting to be uncrated snd assembled

(Ibid: cenior Offfcer, C.M.Heis 0 G.0.L ~in-C,, Firot Odn Army, 7 -ep 43).
Five more sush «-pnhl were added in oem. using personnel from c.mc..
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ReCaitetals, and RC0L. m m muu. c.ﬁ.l!.q. to GoOoeo.Mo. W
Pirct Cdn Army, B Oct 43),

193, In February 1944 nuthortty was granted by the Censdien Pﬂn
Couneil to form a corps of Canadian Zlectrical end Nechanicel Sngineers,
effeetive 1 Feb 44 (C.M.HeGe file 1/0pg ReColal 2,/ Tel A0 197,
DEFENOR to CANMILITRY, 4 Mar 44). The title "Royal" was granted by the
King in Appil rauuu.mmucmm.amm.no
appropricte units were transferred from the Royzl Cansdian Ordnance Corps
to the Royal Canadian thdutl-lhntul ingineers on 15 Hay 44.

These were 1 . : ; o

(a) ALl HeGes ReBM,Ee

(v) A1) workshops
{e) A1l 1ight aid detachments
(@) Recovery companies

_ (8) 4 small arms inspectorate, &

E.T¢ inspectorate and & servicing
unit,

%_ of taff, C..Heqe t0 Gi0.0=in-C,, First Can Army, 9 Nay «).
tion of the new corps was e little more than the logical outeome
of the sdoption of a British organization based on the existence of such a
corps, The organizetional changes hed all been made within the Censdisn
Aymy before the formstion of the nes corps.

INTILLICENCE CORPS

154, In April 1942 the Army Commender agreed to the formation of
8 cmun Intelligence Lorps. But he stipulated that officers ¢

posted to intelligence duties should not u oonpou-l to tmfu to uu 2
Cﬂm (uo'ono% ﬂl. l/cdll ﬂmﬁl “Adé ; Einute on 2 o s

198, The Intelligemce GW within the Canedian irmy was found
lergely within the staffs of formation headquarters. Jeparate units were
sainly field security sections, which were allotted one to each division
and corps, two to army troops, and two to G.H.i. and L. of C, troopss A
pool of eleven reserve detachuents wes held in G.H.,. troops. The wire=~
lou intelligence sections have been referred to above (pars 150), Five
interrogation teams were provided, uouuch-crnlmnm
troops, An Alr Fhotograph Interprotetion Jection (A.F.l,os) was included
in army troops, Two censor sections were rrovided for the Canadisn Mol
in Italy (CeMuH.ce file 1/Can Army/1/S: Cansdien Army Ovepseas Routine - =
Sxder Fo 4607, 15 May 44). :

GONLU SICR

196. This account of the development of the c-mm Apymy has bm
carried in general to June 1944. No attempt has been made, however, te d
record the organigstion of 1 €an Corps and ancillary units in Imn aum‘
that should be noted in this comnection are : :

(a) The different Middle Zast m-uumu in
uss in that theatre.

(b) The new support battalion or.uiuuu ine
troduced for the Jask L.I. in the epring of
1944, in which a mortar group, & 20-mm group,
and a mechine-gun group were created, ;

(e) The greater proporticn of morters in the :
machine gun battalion when that was adopted.
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{d) The introduction of an extra infantry
brigade into 6 Cdn Armd Div,

(e) The reorganigstion on standard establishe
ment2 when 1 Cdn Corps jeined Firast Cdnm
Army in 1945,

A word might be added about the most important of these, the ereation of
12 Cdn Inf Bde, This was approved in pmxploby the ef of oStaff,
Ceifallade, while on a visit to Itely in July 1944, but with the proviso
that no additional reinforcements ecould be sent to that theatre, a condie-
tion ecceyted by the British commanders (C.M.H... file 1/Cdn Army/1/5:
Tel ACA 3370, FILPOT (from CANDEX) to CANNILITRY, 14 Jul 44). Approval
in prineiple was granted by N.D.H.Qs in dugust 1944 : Tal G3D 838,
DEFEROR to CANNILITRY, 3 Aug 44)s The full manpower ications were
caleulated at 42 officers and 1079 other ranks in sddition to current
establishments. These figures did not take into account the increased
reinforcement rates, nor the impset of that inerease on the infantry, the
amm of the service that wes least able to abdbsord it Memorandum,
SeDe & To, CullHuls 0 DiColoiny 27 Jul 44). Nany details of the pro-
longed discussion cover the name of the L.A.A. Bn may be found on C.MJH.Q.
file OIR.I.I.A.

197, In lorth-ﬁut'w there were some ilno: changes in organie
gation during the course of operstions, Among these should be noted @

(a) The dropping of 20-mm troops from light
anti-aireraft regiments.

(b) The use of light antieaircraft regiments
on rocket projectors and organisetionsl
implications, if any.

o

(¢) come ed justments in anti-tank regiments
to take core of an altered distribution
of weapons. .

(a) hotounuonorlﬁumw
Carrier Jgn, later Regt,

198, Ko mention has been made in this report of the Canedian
Forestry Corps, or of {t: group of ten companies that formed part of the
field force, Likewise lst Canadien Farschute Batsalion and lst Canedian
Jpecial Jervice Bettalion have been passed over. The latter was included
within the manpower ceiling in August 1944 and was theoretically reine
forced from the Canadian pool in Italy (C.M.H.Gs file 1/0rg nt/u.
These matters belong to the narrative of cperations or to the account of
the specific unit or corps that was in the mein acting independently of
the main body of the Canadian Army,.

199, The question of an eir component for First Cdn Aymy is dis-

cussed mmW“NMMtﬂlm
Forces Overseas, ¥ paras Control remained in the hands
of the R.A.F,, and 1t dm not, therefore, properly form part of the
organigzation of First Cdn Army. 4t only cne stage in the planaing were
air co-operation lg rons ml-lcl in the proposed composition; that was
the all-inclusive "Third Froposal” of August 1942, Alr Observation losts
of course fall into another category; the eventual appesrance of the
Canadisn squadrons will be included among later developments, :

200, This report does not pretend to have mentioned every unit
within the Cansdian Army, or every change in establishment during the yeors
covered, It has concentrated om the main points of poliey and the msjor
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mom CANADIAN AzMY

ncmnwhguunauauouquuunmqud!w
the Cansdisn component of the Field Force, (a) when the formation
of First Cdn Army wes firet proposed, (b) when the "Third Proposal®
representing the ideal composition was drawn up in the summer of
1042, (e) when the menpower situstion et the end of 1942 compelled
economies, (d) when the target-date for completion of the programme
hed been reached, nmuumnnutmtud number of units
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The following tadble shows the composition of
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There were five types of workshop platoon in use., These have not been dis-

tinguished in the sbove tadle,
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UHITS DICBANDED

The following units, which represented cavalry or infantry uni
. of the Cansdisn Hilitis, arrived overseas but did not gain a
of bdbattle: E

: » ,'°lb
23 Army Tank Hegiment (The Halifsx
- Rifles) C.hlC, :

me)o
lieadquarters quadron ind Cenadian Armoured
, Brigede (7th/11th Hussars)
Heedquarters J;:lmmmm»qm
(The New Brunswick Regiment (Tank))

Brigade

o
Regiment) C.A.C, :
Blet (Alberta) Reconnaissance Regiment C.a.C,

ondon Hegiment)

@innipeg Grenadiers
Le Regiment de Montmagny (arrived separately)

(e)

4:"" . - I»ﬁw:,
Fusilfers du ot, Laurent
Irish Pusiliers (Vaneouver Regiment)

The Midland Regiment (Horthumberland and Durhem)
The Oxford Rifles

The Prince Edward I:lend Highlanders
The Prince of WUsles Rangers (Feterdo Regiment) -
lst Ag&d‘ Dot;u. Battalion (Le irsnt de

3 teauguay
Le Regiment de Jolistte
The Royal Rifles of Canada
The Jaint John Fusiliers
The #innipeg Light Infantry.

(£)

The Vietorie d1f1es of Canada _
The Dufferin and Haldimend Rifles of Cancda,

(CoMulaye file 1/0rg CoisCue/) and 1/0rg Inf/l).





