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AMENDMENT TO
REPORT NO. 169
HISTORICAL SECTION
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS

1. The follow amendment should be read in
conjunction with Appx "A"™ of Report No. 169.

(a) Agpx "A" to the above report states that
10 Cdn Armd Regt (less one squadron) was
under command 5 Cdn Inf Bde during
Operation "TOTHLIZE"

(b) 10 Cdn Armd Regt formed part of the armoured
columns attacking on the night 7/8 Aug.

(c) The armiour with 5 Cdn Inf Bde was 6 Cdn Armd

Regt (1 H.). See para 67, page 26 of Report
No. 169,

(C.P. Stacey) Colonel,
Director Historical Section.

S Jul 47,

Copied in H.S. 4
insufficient stencil copies.
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. REPORT NO, 169
HISTORICAL SECTION
CANADTAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS
5 Nov 48.

’ Canadian Participation in the Operations
in North-West Burope, 19.lL.

Part TII: Canadien Operations, 1 - 23 August, 1

AMENDMENT NO. 2
Insert following para 205:-

205a., Since this report was complatod, the ¥

British Army of the Rhine ?B A.0.R.) has turned out a

| series of highly interesting Battlefield Tour studies.
: These were written with the object of providing an

accurate yet concise story of the most important battles ~—

and of the many problems concerned with them. The

B.A.O,R. report on Operation "TOTALIZE"™, while it does

not make any changes in the Canadian narrative nccossary,

docs have great historical value in that it provides

a source of accurate information rogarding

, (a) The operations of 51 (H) Inf Div and
| 33 Brit /Lrmd Bde, eand

(b) (i) Tactical and administrative build-up.

(ii) Problems of orgenization of traffiec .
control, .

(iii) Reports' on the offect of various
weapons,

\ (iv) New lessons derived from tactical
experiments.

(v) Technical notes on the employment of
. certain specialist arms such as
| artillery.

These items are not dealt with in this account of Canadian
operations but may be sct down later under separate

heading. British Army of the Rhine Battlefield Tour
Operation T

S

’ 4

V728 /ﬂ( e logf
Z(C.P, Stacby) Colonel,
Director Historical Section,




CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT NO. 169
HISTORICAL SECTION
CANADI.N MILITARY HEADJUARTERS

30 Nov 48
Canadian Participation in the Operations
in North-West Eurcope, 1944
2T IIT: Caonadian Operations, 1 = 23 August
JMENDMENT NO, 3
(1) Insert following para 118:
1184, It must be noted, however, that our over=-

whelming air superiority on 7 Aug did not wholly discourage
Kluge or his masters in Berlin, Despite the severe mauling
which the German armour was receiving from the Allied fighter-
bombers, tae Field Marshal had no intention of deviating

from or disobeying Hitler's order to push the already costly
effort further, On the contrary he was preparing to reinforce
it by committing 12 S,S, Pz Div, the last armoured formation
east of the Orne, (Hist Sec File 981-008, Docket 8: War
Diary of German Seventh Army, Vol III, Op Reps, 7 Aug, entry
at 1500 hrs and 2215 hrs), At 2215 hours 7 Aug Kluge, speak-
ing over the telephone to the Commander of the Seventh Army,
said:

Because of the situation and because of an
order from the Fuhrer, I order the following:

(1) 10th SS Armored Division is ordered
to join up with youj

(2) 12th SS Armored Division (as much as re-
mains of it) is ordered to aivgnce to the
southwest and to reach the ... area,

(Ibid)

4n untined nessage dated 8 Aug from the Seventh Army High
Conmand's forward cormand post to the Commanding Generals

of 47 Pz Corps and 81 Corps further confims the above order
for it states:

The 12th ‘SS irmored‘Division "H,J," likewise
detached from the 5th armored amy, will
constitute Army Group Reserves and be moved

® The blank space apparently contained a code word which
the translator omitted,.




o "0

to the area northwest of CONDE in the night
of 7/8 Aug, The Division Liaison Officer
assigned to Hgq, of the 7th Army High Command
will report to the General Staff, 58th
Armored Corps,.

(War Diary, Seventh Army High
Command, "Messages",)

118B, The unsound decision to reinforce obvious

failure was evidently due to obstinate pressure from Hitler

for the continuation of the attack, Kluge himself must have been
well aware of the situation, All through the day there had

been urgent requests for counter air support, but none was
available, (Seventh irmy High Command Op Reps, as above,

7 Aug, entry 1500 ‘hrs), As Colonel Von Scholz of the

Lufwarffe explained at 1740 hrs 7 iAug to the Seventh Army

Chief of Staff:

OQur fighters were hard pressed by cnemy
fighters from the moment they took to the
air, They could not reach the target
area,

(Ibid, entry 1740 hrs)

The requests for air cower became more urgent as the hours
passed; on the morning of 8 Aug, the Seventh Army Chief of
Staff passed this message to his Air Liaison Officer: ".,..
We have to have fighter protection over the area of attack",
(Ibid, 8 Aug, entry 1000 hrs)

118cC, Meanwhile, just before midnight 7/8 Aug,
First Cdn Army had launched its attack down the Caen -
Falaise road and 12 S.S. Pz Div had no chance of carrying
out Kluge's order to move west, The Hitler Youth formation
found itself committed to stem the Canadian advance, (.EF:
45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket III: Special Interrogation
Report No, 6; Brigadefthrer Kurt Meyer, Commander 12 SS Pz
Div), Kluge was quick to realize the significance of the
Canadian attack towards Falaise and even though the Field
Marshal was still occupied with the task of organizing his
push westwards, he was forced to pause and consider the
possibilities of the Canadian threat to his right, There
followed a series of conversations betwecn the Seventh army
Commander and Kluge during which the former painted a dismal
picture of his operatiouns around Mortain, However Kluge, as
always the helpless spokesman for Hitler, was still contem=-
plating the reorganization of the offensive to the west: at
this time he told his subordinatey

Everything nust be risked, Besides, at
CaEN we are dealing with a penetration of
unprecedented proportions, I draw the
following conclusion: First of all, we
have to make preparations to rceorganize
the attack, Therefore, tomorrow the
attack will not be continued, but the
attack for the following day will be pre-
pared,

(Seventh Army War Diary, Vol, III,
Op Reps, 8 Aug, entry 1845 hrs)




(2)

(3)

3 g

118D As the Seventh German Army War Diary discloses,
Kluge actually did go ahead throughout 8 and 9 Aug "planning
for a resumption of the attack", (Ibid, 9 Aug, Serial 1030
hrs), though it may be doubted whetheT he had any real
expectation of being able to resune it, During the delay

he discussed the situation with his chiefs in Berlin, but only
to discover that the Suprene Comriand had not changed its mind
in any way; the planning was to go ahead and at 1520 hours 9
Augy Kluge spoke to the Seventh Army Chief of Staff saying:

I have just had.a deceisive conversation with
the Supreme Command, Inasnuch as the situa=
tion south of C.EN has been stabilized again
and apparcntly has not brought about the bad
results which were expccted, I have suggested
that we stick to the idea of attack, - The
attack nust be prepared and carried out, how=-
ever, according to plan and should not be done
too hastilys, 'Gen, EBERB.CH will be attached
to you to command the armored units, The
attack-forces must be re-arranged and further
to the south, Gen, EBERB..CH will arrive at
your CP tonight, with an improvised staff,

(Ibid, 9 Aug, Entry 1520 hrs)

Thus was born the Panzer Group Eberbach which, as events
will show, passed into oblivion with the closing of the
Falaise Gap.

Insert following para 119,

1194, The day was ovne of consistent Allied pressure
all across Kluge's front, a critical new threat (Patton's
advance) had developed and in order to make the necessary
decisions to meet the crisis Kluge conferred with Lt-Gen
Eberbach and the Commander of the Seventh German Army,. The
German Seventh Amy War Diary entry for 1l iAug reads in part:

A conference tock place at the headquarters

of Field Marshal von Kluges..,- In view of the above
mentioned danger, it was decided to abandon
temporarily the offensive plan of reaching the

sea at Avranches,.. This deecision is, of course,
sub ject to the approval of the Fihrer,

(Vvol Vv, "Part of Main Diary"),

Insert following para 123:

1234, General Patton in his posthumously published
book War as T Knew It is firm in the opinion that his division
could have closed the Falaise-Argentan gap, and he states:

+ss but we were ordercd not to do this,
allegedly because the British had sown
the area with a large number of time bombs,

(Patton, War as I Knew It, 105)

The British were not, however, responsible for this bombing,
Shortly after midnight 12/13 iLug, First Cdn .rmy received




from 21 Army
read:

Group a message originating at 130030 hrs which

Following msg intercepted from 12 U,S,
Army Gp to First Cdn Amy 'Infnn your
frn innediately delay action bombs
dropped 122000 B hrs Rd ..RGENT..N=-FAL..ISE
maxinum delay 12 hrst

(W.D., G.S. Ops, H,Q., First Cdn
Amy, August 1944: Appx 69, .
Arny Ops Log, 13 Aug 454__,‘ Serial 2)

The Air Historian R.C.4.F, has provided the following infor-
mation on air attacks that night:

Ninth Air

Force, .i,lb.d.F

107/77 Marauders of 344, 386 and 394
Gps, Roads in Argentan area,
161 X 1000 GP, 34 X 1000 GP.
12 hrs, 720 X 100 12 hrs, TOT
1931 hrs, 1936 hrs, 2005 hrs,

74/45 Bostons of 409 and 410 Gps,
Road Argentan area, 188 X 500

GP,

36/35 Bostons of 416 Gp, Choke Points
Argentan area, 132 X 500 GP,
TOT 2020/2024 hrs,

Reference

Bomber Command, RAF

No TOT given,

Allied Expeditionary Air Force
Daily Int/Ops Sunmary No, 206
(period 2100 hrs, 11 Aug to
2100 hrs, 12 Aug)

Reference: Bomber Conmand Intelligence

Falalse Road Junction was attacked

by 32/3% Lancasters of 1 Group,

10/10 Lancasters and 12/12 Stirlings of
3 Group, 25/25 Lancasters of 5 Group,
11/12 Lancasters and 33/36 Halifaxes

of 6 Group, and 11/11 Lancasters and
4/5 Mosquitoes of 8 Group, The bomb
load totalled 656,.,7 tons HE (mostly

500 GP, 1000 USh, 1000 MC, and 500 USA),
plus target indicaturs and flares,

TOT not given,

The Air Historian writes:

-—ees The time of the Bomber Command attack is not

given but

that it took place about 0215 on 13 Aug, i,e,

six hours
Gp message

part in the attack, contributing 52 of the force

of 144 air

8 (Pathfinder) Group, acted as target illuminator;

Narrative of Operations No,
878 (night 12/13 Aug 44),

irformation available here indicates

after the time mentioned in 21 Army
. Ten RC.F heavy bomber squadrons took

craft, One squadron, No, 405 from No,




(4) Delete para 124 and substitute new paras as follows:

-5

the aircraft released their flares at 0209/0210,
and bombed at 0213/0217, The other nine RCAF
squadrons, from No, 6 Group, all bombed between
0209 and 0222 hrg, Details of their bomb loads
are incomplete, but the only mention of time
delay is ,025 seconds (i.e, virtually instan-
taneous),

Reference: Operations Record Books of
RC..F Squadrons 405, 408, 415,
419, 420, 424, 425, 426 428
and 432,

He comments on the question generally as follows:

Although the evidence is very inconmplete it is
most likely that the Bomber Cummand attack as

a whole took place at the time indicated (about
0209 to 0222), and most unlikely that any part
of Bomber Command's force attacked this target
at 2000 hrs on 12 Aug,

(Wing Connander F.H. Hitchins'! letter
194-2-6 (.H), 27 Oct 48),

123B, Although Lord Montgomery has often been blamed
(particularly by American writers) for the decision not to per-
mit Patton to cross the Army Group boundary, and even his own
Chief of Staff seems to imply that he was responsible (De
Guingand, Operation Victory, 407), it now appears that the
decision was Gen, Bradley's, Gen, Eisenhower writes:

I was in Bradley's headquarters when
messages began to arrive from commanders of
the advancing American columns, complaining
that the limits placed upon them by their
orders were allowing Germans to escape,

I campletely supported Bradley in his de=~
cision that it was necessary to obey the
orders, prescribing the boundary between

the amy groups, exactly as written;
otherwise a calamitous battle between friends
could have resulted,

(Crusade in Burope, 278=9).

124, The tremendous opportunity presented to the
Allies by Hitler's commitment of half a dozen armoured
divisions in the far western sector was clear to the Allled
commanders at once, 4is a result, a decision was taken to
alter the Allied plan, The intenbion until this moment had
been to attempt a wide encirclement of the German furces, and
to cut off their retreat by dropping a large airborne force
in the gap between the Seine at Paris and the Loire at
Orleans, The new plan proposed to take advantage of the
German counter-offensive by attampting a shorter encirclement,
bringing the First Canadian and’Third U.S. Armies together
in the Falaise % Argentan area and cutting off the great force of
German armour tommitted at Mortain,.




1244, The question of when and by whon the decision
was taken to alter the Allied plan has been in doubt, and
serves to illustrate the difficulty which the historian of
modern military operations has in arriving at certainty on
such points, The available evidence is collected in the
paragraphs ‘that follow,

124B, The version given by Field Marshal Montgomery
runs as follows:

I have shown that up to this period my
plan was to make a wide enveloping movement
from the southern American flank up to the
Seine abuut Paris, and at the same time to
drive the centre and northern sectors of the
Allied line straight to the river, In view
of the Mortain counter stroke, I decided to
attempt concurrently a shorter envelopment
with the object of bottling up the bulk of
the Cerman forces deployed between Falaise
and aortain, It was obvious that if we could
bring off both these movements we would
virtually annihilate the enemy in Normandy...

On 8 August, therefore, I ordered Twelfth
Unlted Statcs army Group to swing its right
flank due north on alencon at full strength
end with all speed, it the same time I urged
all possible speed on First Canadian and
Second British airmies in the movements which
were converging on Falaise,

(Normandy to the Baltic, 98-99)

The statement concerning the orders issued on 8 Aug is doubt-
less based on sowe Written record nade by Montgomery at the
time, but no such record has yet been available to Canadian
historians,

124cC, A different version of the decision is given by
Gen, Eisenhower's Chief of Staff, Lt-Gen Walter Bedell Smith,
in- an article "#isenhower's Six Great Decisions, 2: Normandy
Turning Point" published in The Saturday Evening Post of 15
Jun 46, as follows:

ess The decision that scealed the final
destruction of German forces in Northwestern
France was made by Gencral Eisenhower at the
forward headquarters of Lt, Gen, Omar N,
Bradley, who had just been elevated to command
of the new .nerican 12th ..roy Group...

eee It was the sccond of six groat decisions
nade by the Suprenmec Comnander which assured the
annihilation of Germany's nilitary power in the
west, This one, in the actual naking, comprised
little more than a nod of the head, a go-ahead
sign to his brilliamtlieutenant, Bradley, who
had already sketched cut in his own mind a plan
to take advantage of the glowing opportunity
then opening before us, But that nod of the
head was the persnonal assunption of a responsi-
bility that could be assuned by no other,..




General Eisenhower talked earnestly with
General Bradley as they studied the map under
the apple trees of the Norman orchard,,. The
day was August 10, 1944,,.

124D, Gen, Smith states that "The American commanders
found they had both been considering" the possibility of
attempting the Falaise - Argentan encirclement, A major con-
sideration in the decision which they made, he says, was the
fact, pointed out by Gen, Eisenhower, that if the American
column advancing upon Argentan were £emporarily cut off, "our
armor below the break could be supplied with 2000 tons a day
by air", Gen, Smith continues:

With that much settled, General Bradley
communicated with Field Marshal Montgomery,
who was still responsible for direction of
operations pending the.time the Supreme
Commander took over tactical command on the
Continent, Bradley outlined his scheme,
with which the field marshal at once agreed,
Plans were promptly worked out and orders
issued, :

124E, This version can be disproved on one point by a con-~
temporary document, The date of the conference referred to by
Gen, Smith cannot possibly have been 10 Aug, for we have an
order by 12 U,S, Ammy Group dated 8 Aug and containing the sub=-
stance of the decision to attempt the short envelopment, The
order ("Letter of Instructiong§Number Four") contains the
following: “Guncd - By Drys D YT

l., a, The enemy's counterattack against the
Mortain area has apparently been contained,
In concentrating his armored forces for the
counterattack he has incurred the risk of
encirclement from the South and North,...

be 21 Amy Group is attacking South on
two Corps fronts and maintaining pressure on
the remaining two Corps fronts,e.. :

2, a. 12th Army Group will attack with least
practicable delay in the direction of .ARGENTAN
to isolate and destroy the German forces on our
front, e

3, a3 First Army,

(1) Continue to reduce the enemy salient in
zone,

(2) Pivoting on MORTAIN, advance to the line

DOMFRONT (7903) BARENTON (T604) Ei{
prepared for further action against the
enemy flank and rear in the direction of
FLERS (T8620),

b, Third Amy,

(1) Advance on the axis ALENCON -~ SEES to the
Lipne SEES (Q4328) = CARROUGES (Z1699)
prepared for further action against the
enemy flank and rear in the direction of
ARGENTAN (U20718),




2Rs

. (2) Seize and hold bridgehead over the
SARTHE River in the vicinity of LE
M.NS,

(3) Occupy NANTZS and ANGEKS and cover
the South flank,

(4) Continue the capture of BRITTALNY
ports and the reduction of the
Peninsula,

(Hist Sec file 215412,013, D1),

This document firmly establishes the date on which the order
was issued (the time is not given) but naturally does not

X settle the manner 1n which the decision tu issue the order was
arrived at,

124F, What is perhaps the last word on this question has
now been said, however, by Gen, Eisenhower in his book Crusade
in Europe (New York, 1948¥. He confirns in general the version
EIven by Gen, Smith, but gives the credit for the actual
decision to Gen, Bradlcy. He dves not nentiocn the date,’ The
relevant passage is as follows:

Bradley and I, aware that the German counter-
attack was under preparation, carefully surveyed
the situation,,,, We had in our possession an
Air Transport Service that could deliver, if
called upon, up to 2000 tons of supplies per day
in fields ‘designated by any of our forces that
night be temporarily cut off,

When I assured Bradley that even under =
temporary German success he would have this kind
of supply support, he unhesitatingly determined
to retain only mininum forces at Mortain, and
to rush the others south and east to begin an
envelopment of the German spearheads, I was in
his headquarters when he called Montgomery on
the telephone to explain his plan, and although
the latter expressed a degree of concern about
the Mortain position, he agreed that the pros=-
pective prize was great and left the entire res-
ponsibility for the patter in Bradley's hands,
Montgomery quickly issued orders requiring the
whole force to conform tothis plan, and he,
Bradley, and Lieutenant General Miles Dempsey,
commanding the British Second Ammy, met to co-
ordinate the details of the action,

(Crusade in Europe, 275).

124G, Unless Lord Montgomery chooses to elucidate the
matter further, this version can evidently be accepted, The
idea of the attack towards Argentan was, it seems, produced
during a conference between Eisenhower and Bradley at the
latter's headquarters on 8 Aug (Butcher, %% Three Years with
EigegnawerE age 636, confirms that Eige er was w radley
on this da e?. It would seem that the idea was primarily
Bradley's, and that Eisenhower concurred, The suggestion was
then referred by Bradley to Montgomery, who was still Eisen-
hower's ground commander, and he 1ikewise conecurred and issued

orders accordingly., These orders were presumably verbal in the




first instance,

124H, The incident seems to throw same light on the
nature of the system of command that was followed in-practice
during the month of Augusty after 12 U,S., Amy Group was set
up and before Montgomery surrcndered command of the ground
forces, which he held until the end of the month, The follow-
ing passage occurs in Butcher's book under date 31 Jul:

In the pnew setup, the 12th Army Group
(American) and the 2lst Army Group (British)
will report directly to the Supreme Comman-
der, although 21st Ammy Group will retain
direction for a transition period, Just how
personally Ike has taken command of the
ground forees is not yet clear to me,...

(My Three Years with Eisenhcwer, 627),.

It would secm that lfugust, in this matter of command, was
something of a twilight zone, and that there was an element
of the committee in the system followed during that month,

(6) Delete para 125 and substitute new para as follows:

125, On 11 Aug General Montgomery followed up his
verbal order to General Bradley by issuing his directive
M.518 in which he pointed out the importance of closing the
Falaise-ilencon Gap, and modified for the miment the plan ex-
plained in his M,517 of 6 iug (above, para 39) which had
locked forward to the possibility .f using an airborne force
to block the escape of the enemy as he streamed away between
Paris and Orleans, The method prescribed for exploiting the
new opportunity was as follows:

First Canadian Lmy.

10, Canadian srmy will capture F.L..ISE,
This is a first priority, and it is vital
it should be done quickly, ,

133 The ..rmy will then operate with strong
armoured and mobile forces to secure ..RGENT.N,

12, A secure front must be held between
F.LAISE and the sea, facing eastwards,...

12 U,S, Army Group

16. 12 Army:Group will swing its right
flank forward from the LE MuNS area up to
ALENCON, and then on to the general line
SEES - C.RROUGES,

(G.0.C,-in-C, First Cdn Army file 1-=0)
The C,~-in=-C,'s policy concerning verbal orders and written

directives is laid down in his 21 Army Group pamphlet "High
Comnnand in War", In this he says:

The only orders issued from Tac HQ are those
given verbally to army Commanders by the
Ce=in-C,; these are never confirmed in writing,




1

the Co~in~C, will normally issue a written
directive to Army Commanders, givinz the
| full scope of his intention and his plan
to achieve it,

‘- ' Before definite phases in the operations

| (21 irmy Group, High Command in War,
1945, p.24)

| (7) Insert following para 169:

l 1694, The regrouping and its complications are ex-
| plained by General Patton in his book "™War as I Knew it" in
| ; the following way:

|

‘ At 1830 on the sixteenth of August,
; Bradley called and told me to attack
' and capture Trun, in the Falaise Gap,
with the 2d French Armored and the 90th |
and 80th Divisions, He also said that |
General Gerow, whose V Corps in the -
First .army had been pinched out, and
whose divisions had been sent to nmy
VIII Corps in the attack on Brest, would
take over these troops (24 French
Armored and 90th and 80th Divisions) as
a corps, Bradley also intimated that
Gerow would take over the new attack
i on Trun,
|

(War as I Knew it, 109-110)

On receipt of these new instructions General Patton sent
Maj-Gen H, Gaffey, his Chief of Staff, to Alencon to get the
troops noving and as he put it "to start the war", L4t the
same time he warned Colonel Gay, his deputy Chief of Staff,
that when General Gerow arrived to command the new corps,

he (Patton) would phone in the order to turn over the corps
to General Gerow and give the time at which to start the
attacky Next nmorning General Gerow and his staff arrived

at Third Amy Headquarters, and General Patton gave out what
is probably the shortest aﬁtack order on record; it was
"Chanze Hourses 0600", Upon receipt of this order General

Gerow took over gammand and began his attack towards the line
Trun -« Chanmbois; (Ibid),

(8) Insert following para 179:

1794, During the afternoon of 19 Aug Ma jor Currie's
force in St Lambert-sur-Dives was strengthened by the arrival
of two infantry companies, "C" Coy .. & S,H., of C, and "B"
Coy Linc & Welld R, (with under command one platoon "D" Coy
Linc & Welld R,), the latter commanded by Major R.F. Wilson,
These nen were a welcome addition to the heroie defenders and
Major Currie lost no time in placing them on the ground,
(WoD., Linc & Welld R,, 19 Aug 44; Patterson, History of 10

Cin Inf Bde,. p..29; H.Q. 7-21-30, Rogers, History of Linc
& Welld R,, (Draft) D=-111-60)

|
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'-1i'(9) Erratun
Para 174, line 2; para 183, line 4; para 193, line 2:

For XV U,S. Corps
Read V U.S, Corps

(C.P, Stacey) Colensl
-Director Historical Seotion
|

Historical Section (G.S.),
amy Headquarters,
Ottawa,




. * CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT NO, 169
; HISTORICAL SECTION
CAN.DIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS

7 Jan 49 ‘4W

J Canadian Participation in the Operations
[ in _North-West Furope, 1944
: B/RT_ITI: Canadian Operations, 1 - 23 August

AMENDMENT NO. 4

Paragraph 121 - Delete first sentence and substitute the
Tollowing:

The boundary between 12 and 21 Army Groups
ran approximately eight miles south of Argentan.
This boundary had been established by a message
(GO 06 A) from 21 Army Group originating at 2300 hrs
on 5 Aug (i.e., well before the German countsr-offensiv
was launched), The message defined the boundary in
the Argentan area as running through "RANES U 1308 -
300070 -~ excl [21 A Gp] BRULLEMAIL Q 5533" (W,D., G.S.
i Ops, HiQ. First Cdn Army, August 1944, Appendices 32
and 34), Map Reference 300070 is close to the village
of Montmerre and a little more than two miles due west
of Mortrde, ZExamination of the operations log of Main
H.,Qs. First Cqn Army revsals no further change in the
boundary during the period between 5 and 13 Aug.

g e
\f,.!'".\ (: \‘—;_--'_Ai "
(C. P, Stacey) Colonel
Dirsector Historical Section

Historical Section (G.S.),
Army Headquarters,
z Ottawa,
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~“REPORT. NO’. 169

HISTORICAL SECTIGN

p R En T

CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS

14 Jan 4?1

This Report presente a detalled narrative_of-
;JCanadian operations in Normandy during the period 1 =#23:
“Augi44, Tt is a-continuation of -Report No'e: 162§t here i
is’no break dn chronologys, the method and treatment are 5
he! samo ‘attention remains. focussep on' the operationa inl
which the Canadian :formations took*part ‘and ‘some: ‘con-
‘sideration continueSuto be'given to’ the’ shape of’ the
campaign as a. whole.= The indlspensable -business" of e
administration has had to' be reserved for| separate andiww
later ‘study;: ~Follewing the brief period of static\warfarﬁ.f“
while the weight of ithe Allied’effort went-into’ the offensi
“on the western'flank, First Cdn ‘Army: became’ engaged in the®
Useries of. great batties which culminated in the' encirclen@
of a. considerab1e¢mass~of the. enemyls. forces:southoOf?Falﬁis >
e ‘the virtual destruction of the”German Seventh. Arpyrand? 58 4
“headlong retreatiofithe Fift “Panzer ‘Army after severe'lo-
';had ‘been inflicted upon E A In this’ deciscve‘qictpry An* B
,_Normandy won onlyfas e result of.the ‘full and" effectiv
. co-operation: the 3d : edy’ an U
‘larly of. the\brimilant successes of - the' Americanﬁ iFirst“ﬂﬁ_
“Cdn- Army,'whichﬂincluded ‘the’ British and Polish' formations
sunder Lt-Gen' Crenar's command, 'had ‘the honoutr: of‘hringingq ,
'the heavy fighting so long sustained by Second Britishﬁ-{@

_ 3 y A - 1
,}2. Ji ‘As the month of August opened it remained
#Lt-Gen Simonds to Amplement his 1ntention of attac
la-Campagne, partly to keep the enemy engaged. on*the
front. and prevent him from feeling safe- enough to mov ;
‘of his formations away to meet the advance byiithe Amer
sand‘British armies on the right flank, ‘and partlmjﬁg
: 1ng offensiﬂ'eE
by First'Cdn’ ‘Army ‘towards Falalse, as contemplated*
. C.~in-C,, General Nontgomery (See Report No,: 162).5
-ssituation of  'Tilly,' on high ground at the apex:-oft
‘gsed on Bourgudbus:.and Verrikres offered the’ pos
mproved observation, and of & geod base.for asout
dvance through the country- lying acréss the 'highway
" bordering on'the Orne and Laize.  That the: German
oappreciated the tactical value of the place was'

el eviden - from the vigour with which they had’met"

thiN,S. Highrs-on'25 Jul, ' There was no likeiiho

jlemy.would be any more willing to part With TI1T

‘ﬂBd@, ‘which'had! been in reserve since:26:Julih
‘ing its shattered battalions, renewed the




& . ;
et ey
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l.&ssault was: to be made by Calg -Highrs-and a squadron of =

“ténks from Royal Scots Greys of 4 Brit Armd Bde, supportod

<. by the artillory of 2 Cdn.Inf and 4:Cdn Armd Divs and
2:°Cdn -Army. Group R.A.  (W.D., G.S., H.§ ‘2 Cdn Corps, July"*

1944:° ‘Appx 4, Ops Log, 29 Jul 44, Scriali 433 and W.D., _

HiQe 'ReCoA,, 2 Cdn Inf Diy, Au#ust 1944: " Task Table No. 11,

AR Aug 44) The plan was' to attack from the positions on

. 4itho Falalsc road capturdd by Essox:Scot two days bofore,
“wand’to‘misload the enomy by feinting with-acompany of

57 “Iiinc & Welld R, across the same gently rising’ ground which

~Nth N.S. Highrs had crosscd:on 25 Jul, It was hoped that

f.othe affair against the ‘church’ in May-sur-Orno’ by Fus M.R.

- yearly the 'samo morning (see Report: Yo..lsz) would help to

ﬁdivert attcntiov from our main purpan.

5-1“3. T et As Calg Highrs weorc. fOrming up noar tho farm, ,
_5‘1000 yards north=west .of their. objoctivo,: a'small fordo A
Wozofi Tinc & Welld ‘R, 'moved. forwardtat O0LO0shours on 1 Aug . from ;' |
.~ thoinorth-east towerds Tilly: ) but hodvy, mortar firo-scon
| ;compolled them to dig in. . (W.Dsj Dinc & Wolld Re, 31 Jul 44)d
4 When the cnomy's positions had roceivedithe weight of. our G 9
«oartillory, Calg Highrs crosséd thoip start-lino and -advancod °
22 castridosthe ‘road lcading into Tilly from:thc north-west :
- Yat 0230phours:. Tho cnemy gave battlo With ,tho, anticipatod
~violon'coy, lald down intonsc dofonsive firo: with gun . and .
OO mortar, but ‘failed to prcvont somo of our’ clcmcnts from:. -
'_w;gotting«a foothold. in thc villages  But itho cnomy!'s firo,-
l;;mistaken.by :the “aistractcd riflemen: forithatiof our own
,Q_‘artillory, wast sosacecurate  that our- troops Wore. ovcntually
. forcedito.rotiro and dig in alongithc: railway, “(W.D4, Calg
“Highrgyds Aug 144§+ The Conmending’ Offlccr, Et=Col :DyGa . * ;
_ MacLaughlhn cordored his mcn toimoves onatoLthe: objcctivo y
SRatialls costs (dbid) e He nows flung:thoﬁsquadron ‘'of < Scots )
-igGroys 1nto thé; Eatflo.,_ﬂgain olomontsq\ aghtiitholr way into A
it tho's villagc,\but scvore losSes: among both*lnfantry ‘and. - '
'+ tanks dgain compollcd aswithdrawals:: At%¥about21000 hours
“iwtheistragel ingiirémants of Calg) Highrsffcll back undér. -
.very: ‘hoavy: firc through*a company OTiERGE cht-c. which was
. “ordercd.;to digsinfalongtho maint road toimoct: an oxpoctod
L Armourcds comtcr-o:btztck. (Zbidls FARF/5Can. Int Bdo/C /D,
.”'Dockct II: = Account ‘of° Abtacﬁ by LtERL0. Portcr, and W D.,
E,:R. cht C., August T944°_ Appx 1).;w Cig 1

o Sesiy *>'4.‘ v Rathcr.-han'losc thc initiativc, Brigadlor W J.

aeoM Hcgill, commandlng 5. Cdn IntT Bdc,: immcdia tcly orderod a

A% . socondsassaultion; Tilly—la— ampagne to-bé carricd out -hy.

Soh° o whatever: troopé Lt=Col MacLaughlan could,mustor {(W.D., H.Qs

4 2N 5, Cdn. TATIBASS Bl Aug 44) . At 1400 hoursitho surviving - =
J';Calg ‘Highrs: onco -again ‘crosscd tho start- -Iinej -only to 'bo:

3 Ziistoppcdiiifow hundred: yards boyond. - Deplcted;. cxhaustod,

s y.fand unable! to movosin tho face of ‘the concentrated: fire of &
'~ﬁ?um&chinc-gunsﬂrmorbﬂrs and’ tanks, .the Highlanders: dug in and,
?L‘supportod‘by,ifsquadron lof.10 Cdn’ Armd Rogt. (Fort Garryls); -

il and: & companyrof ‘Re.Rogt: C.; hold thoiriground, It was
.éloar that. the onomy was too woll _posted; and his bombard-
ments tooflorco ‘and:'concontrated for tho:samo. troops to. -
mako. -any. further : attompt agdinst him, At ‘dusk Calg:Highrs 5
Woro withdrawn (W.Duy4Calg Highrs, 1 .Augi44),7and Linc:i& 2
Woll& Reiwassdctailed to makc another assSaultiunder. covor
RGLOLS darkness from the:diroction of Bourgudbus;: which would:- '/
s 'ﬁhcld as acfirm baso by Ae & S.H. of Cie! Brigadicr Jde C.;j’

4

_”b commit his troops to thc-attack for the first timece.:

They .
egan to go forwara

at 15 minutcs before mlanlght but; thcir




?v

Linhc: & Welld R. being withdrawn to Bnas.q (W
felld‘R., 2 Aug 445, and Historv of 10 CdnnIn

Q?mount the new offensive.- The" artillery;_ u hwyt _
“battle: Without a pause,* through 24 hours'hhdag expen

ammunition ‘at ‘an’ astonishing rates . : g o
0 er 25,000 rounds ‘of" 25=pounder shell in a week

o
LORN1E O@and Regt),. But this strenuous policy,”f Jak

and annoying the“enemy _could not prevent ‘him
some of! his formations from that bitterly dis

“von Kluge with no alternative but’ to ‘rush qomeip'

‘Wwestward and’ ‘accept the risk to Which ‘he' thoreb
himself south of Caeni, Even before ‘July was ou

Ve

boen - forced to call for aid from the Pas, da Gglai:

beginning ‘to be: brought down into’ the aroa of;m t
- fast as 1imited transport allowed. - (Montgomery: Normandyhto

the Baltic, p.'106), "The infantry already: committe
been’ 50 badly treéated that at least cight’ ini i

" almost lost thelr idcntity.; Such woar andrt

total numbe'

3 of which 19 were. onga ed dn’ Normandy.

£ £

" Report, Feuchtlngor) But the loss of O s, S.;
i-that 1.S5.5S. Pz Corps was requircd to exten@j

(_,__
Int Summa : Von Kluge ‘had “come

'f entertaining ambitious notions of aigrea counterwof;

iminate‘the bridgehqad alt Be

" his cormand therc: retir Jto thp“l
First Cdn rmy/h/F, Docket ITT

> Gen'! Gunthen Blumentritt)

in against Sccond British Army at Le Ben

Int, A H, Qe+ Pirst Cdn’ Armw, August. 1944';4

No. 55), and at ‘about'the same time 9! 'S5
possibly clements of 10/S.S. Pz Div) wero

the vicinity of St. Martin-de-Fontonay and Verri
to the region of Vire.-.(SHAEF/L/F Docket VI
5. Aug' 44) ]

wastward to the Orne.
“its thinnod ranks to
to La: Hogue.; (Ibid




/ ¢ 1uge was faceo with? stl]lfanother
sroblem, arilsing from ‘the momentous decision: ofqthe Hi§ <

cmmand thetithe | time “had ‘come to make' a;greaticounters
troke-which might well determine the  fssue ofiithe '’
struggle dn Normandy and even'of the entire '
“been’ ordered’ by»Hmtler to disengage his panzer: v1siogs
form/them ip facing ‘west. ‘outside Mortainiand set them\
_iharging down ‘the 1ine ‘of the leBPS 'See. and*Se 1€+,

thereby cuttlng the’ communications of Third U, nydr

Jits drive tosthe. south and east’ (Hontgomery, city p
‘and Lt-Gen Walter Bedell Smith, ‘Eisenhowerfs S X Great;
-De01s1ons.{ 27 i Normandy Turning- P01nt (Satur&éy uvenlng
‘Post, 157Jun 46)). For / this purpose more. armqgred divlslons
‘had’ to be' withdrawn from: the front: fa01ng FlrstaCdn Army s
~(AEF 457F1rst Gdn ArmY/L/F, Docket ITI¢, /
agatlon Report) D'et h)."  "Thus . on.3" Aug A
“was. also: callod ‘away - 1b1d, ‘Eberbach)y 1ts plac
.taken by'a new arrlval, 89 Ini Div, fromithe Pas deiCalais
(W,DYs (GhSh Inty H.Q . First Cdn Arny, August 19445¢ t:;App :
Int. Summary No'.: 38) 12°8.S.. Pz'Div.was:teft: behind W
ffhowever, in reserve: against ‘any: Allied: attempt tolbraaku,ﬁ--"'
. “.throu h towards Falaise (Special Interrogation REport a1
- Meyer).. 'The'German left in This sector continued %o bej g
“held oy 1 8.8. Pz Corps, with 86 Inf Corps on .the rigbti::” :
now extending from. La' Hogue to  the.: sea with its three' L
W infantry divisions, 272 on the 1eft 7346 in the centre about’

; -.Troarn, and 711 towards the coast, (C InG 5 Summary No”i3 )~

}ﬁ-9.- S On 4 Aug General Montgomery informed hls\army «‘“
«,commanders “that *the general 'situation was Very: ‘good, -aﬂwe
. _-have 'unloosed:the shackles that were holding us: down'h, hely
~zowrote, M"and” ‘have knocked away ‘the key rivets. The enemy“g.j'~
i Pront is.now in suych a’state that it could ‘be ‘made tor & ;{
dlsintegrate ‘completely"™, (G.0.C —lﬂrco First CdnhArmy,
. file:1-0;: .Directive M, 516 4 Aug 44)," The enemytsi. _
ijattempts to. reform his sha%tered left/flank by holdlng
>+t the high” ground north-west of Vire; had’ been frustrated
#.« by Seeond’British, Army, which had cut'the highwqy' ast
©f of Vire,-and’ by First U.S. Army,, whlch wasfclosing in Qp
-+ the jtown® from the west Plvoting op 12 Ce o il

qf'Harcourt Conde sur Noireau and Flers.
. wwdefence almost brought 8 Corps!! drive:
i halt,: 30 Corps entered Villers Boca

y;'Noyers. First % 87 Army, on‘thévf r
- itsigains‘andpushing east Avranch
/. on' 2 Aug' (Montgomery, op it X

U.S. Corps under, hird U

: T_;Sulﬂrmy swept round th'gcornpr
+ into Brlttanw, took_Rennes half-way.acrossfthe’ oninsqlazf
+and raced its columns ites and the :

Oire,an
it poT: i(su reme%Commander's
. Re ort p. 52) Other formatlons of‘Thirdnh; o Army were!
f.-JEeginning o’ swing to- the easty dlrected on. Lavalgand Angers‘,
s Montgomery, _B cit, p, 116 andﬁDirectivegM 51 ', as above) :

““10,-_[ The abounding success of this stratng.pf swinging t
the Allied. rlght flank: eastward towards:Paris indicated that
the ‘time . had come: ‘for:First Cdnilrmy to' join inVthe general !
offensive,  Lt-Gen Crerar, therefore,: -was. directed to’ break_ :
through the’ German “positions’ to the. south and south-east :
of .Caen, and ‘to'gain such ground in the direction of" Falalse
as: woulé ‘eut off the enemy's forces ‘then: facing SecondiBrltish
Army . and’threaten’ or prevent ‘their withdrawal: tolithe east, It A
was: hls functlon also’ "to destroy enemy equlpment.and personnel, ;g;é




Do held Pirmiy.. (Directive M 516, as aboves
‘r% O_IC.—in-C., ‘First Cdn- Arm;y, 3 Aug’ 44)

: ST ~a‘"-rep'ort' tc'} the Min:l.ste'rf 'o'
;-:on the Army's operations in August, dated:
';Grerar stated“ his requirémenta at thg tim

. ‘heayy. casualties. ‘Tho. esaexg;gi :
+inte '

_ - preser “DpQ
at _the front from Gasny nonthzaﬁﬂ '

3 My basic tacbical plan roqui gd,,
"“though, in view of the - ‘obvious’ requ:;
the. mﬂ.i‘bary situation, it Waa*imp
disguise our:general intentions from
the ‘attack should securc the'maxirmum
‘as to.means and me’chods omplqud. L AST
1mportant requirement was thatith *ﬁg{:
“of /the" attack should be sqch. as: large!

that our’ infa.ntry‘ got thi'ough’—_, )
“enemy!s. zone of dense. defenﬁive. .
mainly by: his mortara ‘and machineg:

ion of fire -and ‘moye
nemy;.
175t

-_‘upport for o pe:
Army,-£ile 1-0-4: " No
__,0 Jul. 44)., These de_
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Cn 4 and 5 Aug, 51 (Hi hland) Div (under the command s
of Maj-Gen-T.G, ‘Rennie), 33 Armd Bde from I Brit Corps,
“and ‘the newly-arrived 1 Pol Armd Div, passed -to Lt-Gen"*
‘Simonds. (W.D., G.S. (S.D.), H.Q. Flrse an Army, Augus
1944. Appendices 29 and 49). . e M N '

13. : Lt—Gen Simonds apprec1ated that the: enemm's
defences astride ‘the Falaise road were organized as a’ 1ine*§
of :forward positions'extending from the river at May~-sur-'
-Orneteastward across the: highway to Tilly-la-Campagne °= -
and La HOgue and a: second -1ine of partialiy—prepared
- positions in the ‘rear extending from the Laize south of"
- Bretteville through Hautmesnil and St Sylvain.. The high -
“.7-ground west of Cramesnil, Point 122, the main" objective
. of Operation MSFRING!, was “the key- to the first line,*
o, as its capture would doninate the -lower ground to' the
; * north; the high, flat plateau about Hautmesnil: was the L
- key to: the second._ (AEF/First:Cdn: Army/C(F, Operation
,"TOTALIZE" Appreciation, 1 Aug 44)

-~

14, Lt-Gen Simonds worked fr0m thekassumption that"
the attack would-not' be launched until Second” British : :
Army had secured:or was about to secure’a bridgehead cast -

of ‘the Orne, thus loosening the enemy's grip on:his nor=-

. ‘thern pivot, He had also to assume that the Germans = '

" would continue to fight hard to maintain their positions -
‘so long as they wished to continue the fight west of the
Seine or even to hold the line of that river. Instead :
of planning the normal attack to break in and:then exploit
Lt-Gen Simonds considered that it would be necessary Yol

 mount tworoperations to break, through the two lines:in -

-~ succession, befiore.passing additional troops “through the

.5 gaps'. The; problem was complicated by the presence of
. 712°8.,8. Pz Div'in reserve, Furthermore,‘as’ experience

-+ had already’ shown, the ground gave the enemy every = -

.=, :defensive opportunity. - The open rolling slopes afforded

7 14ttle protection to. advancing infantry or armour,’yet:

“there was always enough tree cover to enable the German

long~range anti-tank guns and mortars’ to provide a very .

. strong defence.in depth ‘with fire from well-concealed. - |,
.~ positions, “.The:tactical problem was thus a most difficult
one, With this in view, Lt-Gen Simonds had drawn:-up his__
R =2 detailed plan. A passage from his appreciation, dated =
B 5 1 Aug, should be’quoted- : i A Y 5*-

¢ ._;‘-..__- B

'In essence, the problem is how to get armour

~ through the énemy gun screen to’ sufficient depth
to disrupt the. enemy: anti-tank-gunzand mortar “\
defencey in country highly suited“to*the,tactics =
of the'latter combination. N can;be_do-e ;;

(a) By overwhelming air support o destroy or
‘neutralize enemy. tanks, anti—tank guns :
andmortars.' s )
“(b)- By infiltrating through the sereen in bad oy
wvisibility to' a sufficient depth to: disrupt .
the anti-tank ‘gun and. mortar defence._w“;» ot - AN 2

R
.
\

b ABHT 4;; L 5 (Ibid) Rk 4 72 el

A
Y |

i 15. ...+ The problen of getting infantry through the '
.~ senemy's covering fire without: crippling casualties, ‘and’

. through his.defences fast enough: to keep up with'the.
_érmour, had ;already been encountered by 8 Corps -in ‘"GOODWOCD" 3
" (AEF/Second Army/C/F, Docket II: The "Goodwood Meetin » P
18-21 Jul, Report by D.T.I., War Office, para 12 and 54
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ascrnibe hf?'-.-,
“inpant S0

58 ‘_rkeeping up with the. tanks
“the' lackiof’ a.suitable?armpurqq, '
which' they scouldebelcarried fonﬂ&ﬁ%

LA

gintroduation offsome such vehicle

sy N b d‘;iuThe; nf -,a:qp
AT dhjeotives in Phase One’ must gokstng
Bk B with the armour, Arrangpments have be
5 3ade {abouy'SO stripped Priests! chassi
.. suboleachiof the infantry | divisions?
7% &$'*}]}$Phase One. for ‘this purpose,. ;The
A ;required-toebe~carriedﬂthnough to 2
e e AT 1ntenmediate,dbjectivea.mnst;be mo
S -;-;”diviaional.arrangoments :The.ossentia

“that ‘the infantry shall‘beﬁcarried~in

N, and aplinter-proof vahicles{ :
‘dbjectivesi ...__ 2 ‘f- .' W Ll
' BuE s R R A (AEF/Fi t?"'
| i B Tfl‘ﬁ"ff"u L dOpik “TOTA IZE
' R ‘”; AR to Kel;er-- ’
P ’-i{

"

s ! ..b

>

ﬁf-f _‘5_ so far-been doing hfs best to. convinceiﬁ@@
| Bel i SR ' ‘big attack wes aoming‘ Tactical s 3ell
" D £ AN d‘..*_., { 874

f}prcliminarg

1-“-



iforder to move his guns forward and- await E‘eeco'
- ,He -therefore iproposed tolput-in.ithe aseault~und_
~darkncss,. supported. by night-bombers cnl}rl,1
... -"the - heavynday bombers -and medium:bombers B B
1% ‘the second phase, on-the' following day,. when the.advance‘
{would-be .carried beyond- the.range of the. ert;llery X
- (AEF/First Cdn Arny/C/F, chket It Operation ,."TOTAI,IZE
1*Apprecietion, 1 Eug -44) 2o , ,

8 Accordingly, Lt-Gen Siponds plenned tc'cgeck
enman defenccefin ‘two phases 'and ‘then 46 cxpleirﬁﬁowerds
Falaise, with his:armour.  The night attack,: designed: &o;‘ 5ig

break through the line 'extending from Fcntenay-leeMenmicn;»jf
%o La Hogue, ‘would'be mdde by 2 Cdn Inf: Div, supported by . . °

72 Cdn “Armd: Bde,iwest\of ‘the Falaise road, -and 51 (Hi). L R
*hDiv, supported by 33 ArmdiBdo,: east of ‘the ‘road, ;There: &
s was'“to be .ng, preliminany air bombardment but, starting &t#,va.,g
. H Hour heevy bembere ‘were to attack villagee end*Woode e o TERC I GHINES”
‘reither flank, . :(AEF/First Cdn Army/C/F, Docket ‘I: .Operstion’ =
S MPOTALIZE, Outline Plan), “A’quick mcdium artillery barragc}'
8 Swould lead: the WAy and each:division was to project its
8% armoured brigade,.and one infantry brigade mounted dn’
eplinter-proof cerriers, straight through+the’ enemy's firet
Iine.to ostablishistrong' pésitions in his rear, - (Ibld; "
and-Letter to:Maj=Gen Keller). The, first: objcotive‘af
22 Cdn Inf Div-was the slope astride thes reilway betwecn
¢ Caillouet '(052552), Gaumesnil and the woods'iat Peint”lzzgf
“He would use: his remaining brigades’ (marching-iﬁfantrx)
"7 to mop up 'the villages. by-passed in the first. aee%gl,*
form a firm base for; the second phase.. Simultanegqgl
SN i(H, ) Div,;heving relieved 4.Cdn Armd:Diviin ] ;
<about Bourguebus),: Four;and: Soliers, would- deehfg;
/its column ofl; armqured\infentrynto,capture th%'er
- “Lorguichon Woods, Gercellee-Secqueville‘ Cg@m s -;‘;_;Ql_;
.St Angnan=de=Cramesnil /andithe woods tgythqﬁ. qu Maj=Gen -
---,,Rennie would then ibe: ;rcquired o, capt e‘»s_ 117 o-~Ta= "

: ‘5

n4 Cdn, Armd. Div, eupponted by heevy;artlllery concentratione i
and the heaviest. possible ‘daylightibombing .3 cdﬁ;ﬁlnt Dir was
“-oto’ widen and {secure: the’ 3alient*eo?crcated'py tak;pg_*‘ 5 :
-'ﬁBretteville-eurdLeize,on‘thqfright*gnd'the woods:isout g
."of , Robertmesnil on"the!left), " and ¢ edﬂsequently~toﬁrelieve ey Sy
4. Can. Armd:Div in Hautmesnil, # (Ibid). TTheneafter thedbwoli it el
“armoured. diviaions would® exploite-o ‘th %south 4 an Hrmd el
~Dlv, west . of“the: highwey, tojthe: high.ground about‘Fonteiqe )
¢ vile=Pins the Poles, ‘east. of/ the’ highmey,ﬁyhrough Quesnay,:
over the Lajgon ‘River near Playe, -and: :on~tosthe high: ground
@ " north of Versainyille on the Ante River,J ‘The: infantry' H dad
-;y_divisions wculd follow up to secure: tne ground gnine de

'[-20.--.. As Lt-Gen,Simonds fclt that the troops invclved
- “dn the deep'night advance must haye: time to etudy‘their

% ‘‘ground ‘and their special problens 'and equipment, it was
{as well that detailed planning angd discuseione~had begun




...""-eupport, the. attack would go . in at” 2300 hours 'on'7; Augae: " g _ e
2 The aesault on: the enemy!s second line/ve.s to ‘te,ko/glace ' s

s %‘Doake,t IT: -Officisl Narrative of Ops, "Totalize®; and
,- “ . . J. -
‘-Gorps Op Instr No, 4)

{f'- 21, . Tho originality: of Lt-Gen Simonds? leonoep‘cion A R <
A appears partioule.rly in his draft air plani This required .

. 'was to be’ oono’luded in 45 minutes. ,And a.l’phough

_of this ‘bombing was actually’ going on), ‘their a

' ness of- Air, Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Harris,: Aqo,,ss‘“ “in-C.
: pra.otica.l Qperation. of ' war. and to.accept the: very: gre,at

". on 8 Aug was:more ‘comprehensive, = Again'the flanks:of the
‘advance were to be: struck, the bombers being requested;to

A of Robertmesnil," tlaenoe southwa:td “£o" oover -Geuvioourt

- further bombing_. to neutr.al*isze»the enemy's guns. a.t..ph e/ b

. «attached to Lt=Gen .;Crerapte Headquartere to;daeaiet' .in

O

A..'_ -

urgency, he decided that given suitable weethemfor air,

(AEF/2=Cdn Corps

,;AEF/First cdn

“+

“that. the ‘flanks of the Corps! armoured-infantry thru.sta
on the night ‘of-7/8 Aug should be protected by .a heavy. '_" - =
‘ ‘bombing attack just before the.ground.troops *begm o move, .
forward. ‘A fleet ©of heavy: aircraft of Bomben doq:m,gnd.‘ would, Y ik
..deluge Fonteney-le-Marmion ‘and -La Hogue, Ma.y,-sgn-mOme .,e.nd 3
Secqueville-la=Campagne, 'and the woods tol'the soutl}."" +The
“entire bombing attack, intended to destroy..‘thewog.emy“'i g
defences and..tank: harboure by blast and:fragmen t&’tiqp '

SR HrieThe

T
= A A Tt

forward troops would be: mov:hl-xg ahead whilo’ tl;e q.\&tter :part
100..t0 *

initial objectives. on either gide of the, FaJT_aiqe o
would not.bring them ,within the ‘denger zone: '0f 2000 vgard'e M P
from the bombers! tergete. (AEF/Firet Cdn’ Army/ /R, &
Docket S:  Op “TO‘I‘ALIZE“ ‘Request, for Air Support)
use of air  power ini support of an attack- at- nightr was
& new. departu.re and ‘was" only made possiblec ‘hy, thg will:l.nge-

 Bomben Gommand, to- consider 1t .on'short notice. 43“&

risks occasioned by the tactical employment of: heo.qu,.-;-'-:",".'.:a
bombers by. night‘so close”to our troops.. The sligh,t et
inaoouraoy.might well he.ve resulted :Lp an o.ppa.ll g G

e Tt

catastrophe. gy

225 fThe aupport requeeted for the dayld.ght atta,ok

,attack Bretteville-eur- 5 eiZe e.nd Gouvix on»the right a:gd
St Sylvain on ! ‘the 1eft,‘.ae from 1400 houre, aim&baneoual;_r
with the advance’of’4.Cdn Armd’Dividown tho‘highways,) . Thp
. tanks would'be precededs:by s moving; eur;.ain -of 'bombs- oo
felling on’ targete at Cir}theauxﬁmq ‘the-woodss soq;'g;-east

.and Hautmesnil and the’ ‘far‘i:her’ woode a.n’d pogpees*.-,:f‘l‘his 3
carpet "bombing was to be ooncentret;ed“ Anto” .'50 ninutes, gy S S
when the air attack woull;dmbe qhirted south’ fgr 45=*min,utes!» »

‘when ‘the amou:g'jed e:dvencec ehoﬁld be: gaining momen;t Wie:~ '
-'The targets at this stag,amwerwBrettevil],o-rle-ﬁa‘ue:l;« and * A
" Grainville-Langanneric onithe:Falalse road, the-Lajze

' valley to the west and sou.j:h from Urville and Ese'hrt
Campagne end?‘_—t__q;--:Quemay? oo’ds to ;he eaet.}--‘ (R
Air,Suppo.nt,;;"‘-"_ | *’.ag;:ove)‘ Fahl _f,
'23.."  .On'5 Aug the' Ghief‘ or Staff, First Cdn’ Apng?;;;;aﬁ %
Briga.dier Colly Ha.nn,, and’ Brigadier CoL.: Biohardeq N ,“.‘.\E’_,a e
- Brigadier: Genera:j.“'s,teﬁ; Plans at 21- Az!my Groyp, ypo WA &

!_‘1'.{
-

planning the,fair,.-.gup'bprta’:{‘or Opora.tion YT OTALIZE" 3( oDdly
"G.0.Comin=C,q,= E“\j.f_rgt*‘(}dn’Army Yalhug 44), tdgqthemﬂitgkq‘i‘
representatives of ‘the Intelligenceo, flow to: .Eng'l‘mﬂb to,,
expound the- plwats a-conference’ at the, Heedqua:zterg. ofﬁ
“the Allied Expeditionary’Air Forces., . The' original plan

for the nig;ht: bombing wash t‘qere approved, though-:th 5 Ei..-

'_';;._ w7y

.....



’ a

. CIORE S g

. 'force no%ed “that ! wind' or .dust might preventithe targeh
' being‘'engaged in the order requosted,’ Becauséhof_thed it
-dangers ofnoisc' and blast, Bomber Command: insiste 1
the  troops . advancing behind the bombing\must wear. '

=
%

AL SAL R
The prd;eqt and detail-of the - night ‘bombing ' wore el 3¢ :
‘accoptad. The'daylight plan underwent revisidn. A_gtheﬂh
‘dust ‘and' smoke ‘was ‘1ikely to render the accurate bombigg:w.
the -air

of successive targets, as requeosted,. impossihleg

falternetive plan was t01attack Bretteville-su&',gize oo Dt ARSI
8t Sylvain: during ‘the morning of 8 Aug. ‘Thes 'ttacks-were i
‘to "be completed in sufficient time to allow the dust o)/ i

._ragmentation bombs. - Ow1ng to the ab_en e ofl
precise\té}gets in the vicinity-of Bretteville~le=R
Quesnay: Woods and Esbrees-la—Campagne, it] was&
“this area’ might be better dealt with' b?
(AEF/First! Cdn Army/C/F, Docket S: Op TOTgLIz;'
'._Gonversatiqn between Cqo of. S. and’ Col G S eigit DL

5 Aug 44) e 5

24. il But if the: plan for using the heavy mbers
n-night escaped serious amendment at the hands® oggph 5
- Army = Afp: Force ‘conference, it ran‘into unexpected

difficulties‘the following day-at H.Q.: Bomben“-uld 1
. ' There, Brigadier Mann was informed that tﬁa tcg@ﬁi@ué

S

‘marker: dropped\by pathfindors visually; in'dgge*'
that the-aim of subsequent'waves might b
At would: be’ necossaryleithor to carry.

indicate: thestargets could ‘bex clearly ‘iden
/Lt-Gen Crerariwas. immediately .consulted
‘the.Chennel, and it'was arrvenged &
firing 25-pr marker shel s over:

htﬁ-the markers.
. 'u-hour for the

25., Fortunately the change‘was no$'neqes'_-,w.,."_3
tests carried out’‘that®evening provediso eucqees_'“*‘ el
Air Chief Marshal Harris decided to proceed withith Ve
venture.  (W,D., G.S. Ops, ‘H.Q. First Cdn.Army,,
Appx-F, Folio 52 Letter, Col G. S.,‘l Jan 45)

substantieily the same ‘as the original.requcsts
RTEY i May—sur-Orne and Fontenay-le=Marmion were to, b
by green ishells; red markers were to: indicate-th :
lying east'of the highway, . (Ibid:, AppX ‘37, ‘Mossa
Bomber Gommand, 1540 hrs, 7 Aug 44). It was«al

.ifcuify




;;-p,r*ogrcss, prqvided that, the beams lwen&wu,.-_"_;_ o
2 ;ow elevation and pointed only in’ ‘a‘,gsau.ther- :
1y .direct on.n_.-_"(Ibid, 1240 'hrs, .7 Aug’ 44), ‘I.‘o as.sist the 3
e:ircr 6 4n. carryihg out: ‘their: task, a- comtqr-zf v
programme ‘was: a.rrangad ‘with a special allotmentof: ,,fi,eld. :
ahd ‘medfum ammunition: but to avoid confusion no :f,‘ire was -
t*“to*be ‘directed’ at: batteries within 1000 yards ofithelis il -
"bombers! aiming-points (AEF/First Cdn- ‘Army/C/F, ‘Docket’ S,
S op ATOTALIZEN: " Op Instr'No, 12). 'Detallg of thei daylight @ -
g “bombing fer the :gecond phase were also’ eonfimed”fthough
B i e “the ‘timing for the end of. the attacks .- setiati 1345 hours -

e e R A e e LY
Py sy B tiad

| @it s o in the final instructions ~ soon.led o complicationsiwhen, - .
s oo ,. . on: the cvening of. 7 Aug,, ‘weather. forecasts for-the following .« ¢
f"’“__ day indicated that ‘the visual bombing by Fortresxe,s “would:have ¢ ‘'

i A iwto. take place:at 1300 hours, if at all (W, Dei G».‘S - Ops, H.Q,.
| dEa b s A R gt Cdn ﬂrnw, August 1944: Appx 37, Message from H.Q.a
| gl s &.E A F., 2015 hrs, 7" Aug 44). ¢, e '-‘.-'=

Ko ko Do e 26. While this extensive ple.rming fe:o aeriﬁ}" ;aupport
| SRl S 4n --was; taking place,’ prepdrations  for the.ground’ agsaults’ 5.-_--_--5-;
Tl R __were being pressed forward to meke up.for -the- d'ayaﬁlost, {5
© in ‘advancing tho offensive from 8 to 7 Aug (W.Duj G.Se> Qpa
“‘H Q. FirstiCdn-Army, August 1944: Appx "B" Minutes: of -
FE Mernj.ng -Joint Conference, 5 Aug 44, para: 9}. - In'{the. 2i: Od.n
; sInf. Div. aecgp b ithe attack: through" the first German)line, ‘Eod ),
. ‘seize. the area’ lying between Calllouet. and:the: E‘al-a.ism.road, o
- north of’ Gaumesndl' was to be carried out by.2: Cdn “ArmdiBde! . .. -
4 ‘with 4 Cdn. ‘Inf Bde and '85Cdn Recce Regt under command@(W.D.,
“H.Q. 2 Cdn" Armd Bde,. 6. Aug. 44). As.the. ini‘ant_rwwere:req_uired
\to undertake .special training. and rehearsals- with. the tanks, s
: ”11; becamq ;neeeﬁssm to. withdraw 4.Cdn -Inf Bde- fromthe,, I !
-8 & ““line.] During’ the. night:47/5' Aug, therefore), 5. Cdn/Inf Bde,

.-".

| i , “moved: fqrwa:edkto *St;.;And,pe-sur-Orne to relicve 6% Can’ Inf FB,de, R ]
| LU whIchitook oy ox t;ne‘positiona about Vorridres.: "*‘B.r'isadiqr R
gy 3 "Magill disgesediﬁf“ﬂ. C;:%ith fwo companies’ofiRe desMaisg iins 3%“1
/St Andrér eand < St rtin“ ‘and 8" Cdn.Recce" Regt,,,no\y,»mdes;.mis R SR

‘command;+ 1mneq.ia‘,tely teﬁﬁae* east & S, SaskiRe-meldevadt i« .. gy

R.H.Ly L. infVerribres-just as encmy aircraftilaunched.one, . = ' s

“ofd theirkuaualﬂgad,ge""witth“ f]_eres"end ‘anti=-personnol: bnmh'e. ,
(WeDss, ‘ReHAL.To 5 ands %5&3313,, 4=5 Aug 44).; Brigadien Young
diapoeed Cameronsaof fof ’Q,e ween. Verrieneanen@.nthegxhighway,
._',with ‘Fus *MJR, inmreqerve 4 ‘Beauyoir ‘and. Tro’bev‘e;l:‘a‘Fams A s
+."(W,Ds, , Essex“Scot and :R. Regh Ceyy ‘4-5;,&13 44)," 4.5 Cdn* Recce
“/Regt was-not: witﬁdramn untilZearly on’ G*Aunghen C'algcﬂighra

.moved forwa:qd j,pto the ‘lin ',onee more (W.Dr. - Oalg; Highr

8,
.. 6 hug 44). _ P - 'L:.,
S, AN 27, on’con Lot & ﬁéliei'x i.n ¢hé r\p%iwon;?o,_f
Nerri%res which’ 3191 jlnstu:al’l comorstisince  © -
©/25 Jul, the Wweapy ' ?oopslfo A J-“Gdn ‘Inf Bde »rparchedi off’ to '

7y | BTG ¢
e Louvigny: Woods,. Wl en%?it‘heg,enjpyed' day!s rest at, oo kA
. % reasonable’ »dist’ancp fn Qhe no:l,se and® d,_mger oﬁ-battle," ey '
.- being left to: themselvesf;tﬁg,,,‘qleep, wa.sh and :bathejat ithe i\ = (73
.~ “brigade. eent,re, ‘gnd - te.$q!$ ﬂt,hei;:-x reath - fox;eggettingw _,j_- i
- »ready for the pe;;t,-qpegg,ti tion,e .Brigadiqr (i‘gnopg‘bs-who “had>
... now 'assumed; ngman,d.,o 5 »brigadef,, ‘explained. the, Plen to. [ i
. fivhlg battelion-gcpmandexgg 3 the speclall ﬂquipment__ ‘began: to: )
el -‘.arrive durin he af: .emegn,‘:and 1-1: _wasearrangeﬁhbg 3te.rt ‘“_ P
-training .on’ the,ri‘.ol owing: 'dayc,a._ (WeDsu,: SHQW 4 Cdning: Bde, ke
‘RuH.D.I. "andi RetRegt .C.yi5 hug 4a), s Ilt-Gen Simogds had *
“‘suggested’ that’ thea traimingw would J:ecip.ire a week: {A.EE/T‘irat
.CdnArmy/C/F, Docket’ T2 LOp-ITOTATIZE!L ¥ oat ine ‘Plan)sho -4 * 0,
A6 actually it ’had _ta?be sandwiched i.nto uttlewmerre *tha.p cu day; T

.....
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§ (W D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 5-6 Aug 44).

1 b =
RS ;R gtiCi e
_received. 36 "Priests!, ‘while the ‘others battalionaﬁhql
> “loaned -an'equal number of: half-tracks temporgril; t
- o drawn'from‘engineer, reconnaissance and artill '
~(W.Ds.y R.H.L.I., Essex Scot and R. Regt C., 6 Aug 44
Lt happened’ ‘that 6 Aug was 'a‘ Sunday, and churchrpara s
S wiwere held in ‘all: units, but, ‘nevertheless," the!trcqp
practised with' their new: equipment until last dight.
, Embussing and debussing were' carefully rehearsed, -and
7:i opractiCe ‘runs.were made, the'infantry. companiés»advancing
.+ 4 to imaginary cbjectives in formation -two abreast‘~wi§p~*f
) esivitanks ‘and anti-tank‘guns; their own supporting’ weapons
7- = rwere borne alongin carriers. (Ibid), :The jarmoureds "
. %% regiments were’also busy:learning the: techniquehgf-
#9008 ¢ iradio beamsvasian aid to keeping directioni(W, Du “H
T +-Cdn Armd Bde, 6 Aug 445 and W,D. 6 Cdn- Armd Re ;{
1\,‘\'-.,'-

o 28 With tho Canadian\preparaticns‘thusﬁﬂggra ranc
'i*'changes on the' righ# where Second British; Armxﬂg 5. ;
rg'followihg4up thes enemy's slow, fighting withdra fro athe S et
~triangle’ ‘between’Odon’ and: Orne, caused someAex%; me b-%ﬁThis PG
o edvance:. thrcugb country to’ which the” Germans 7 P
;a*t:stubbornlyﬂfcr over a month began' to" quicken.@
~“contact was: lost ‘entirely.’ By ‘nightfall lQ:chg;'
s mpito the (Orne'as far south as. ThuryaHarcourt  sandiwas® ‘
‘4 . preparing toecross to the eastern ‘bank;* “(AEF 4§g§econdﬂmrmle/D,
i w-Docket TIs‘andW.D., G.S., H.,Q.%2Cdn’ Tnf. Div, “Augusti1944:
S s S ApPX-130 57 Ops Logly: % Aug 44, Serial 3837). %aPatrgﬁs uring
o -the night 4/5° Aug ‘had’ indicated that! thesenemy w holc
4o firmly south! off StiAndrd, and? 537 (H, Divarepo i
=" contact by fire -across, ‘the river.u (Ibid**OpS Ecg O
.7 Serial 3842).%'0n the afternoon: of 5 Aug,‘for tggﬁ& i
(i time in‘many weeks, St Andre—sur-Orne andASth tin—d' TSRS P
‘i “Fontenay were suspiciously quiet; #only tneﬂeccas na“%sniper'sl. S
i bullet gave«evidence ‘of:: the’ccntinued;cccu atio =¥ ) 'Vﬁfﬂ-_'

o RWHLCl g 5 AUgT 44 ) To! odetermine Sy eiwe
et withdrawing#infront’ ofithe Canadians "‘*’T‘S"‘Cdn,.«
. ordered to seizefgay—sur-Orne (W.D G, “ﬁ§3 gﬁgﬁwdnvlnf

“ Div, August 1944: “ Appx" 30, opsaLog “5EAugz “‘@m;;al 3862),
-““But the attenrpt* made: by R, H Joja ﬂ‘.l.ate rin'%the?aftemnoohwleftrf &
. no doubt that-the fenemy was stillithere in“for eﬂ%pdilackedf
'jnothingf1n1guile"y%FcrbPallowing,thetbattalfﬁn ;

e

. < down’ theiroad unm'lestedﬁtpj: outskirpts ofit
2 “ thens brought'dpwnﬁagxﬁﬁ fﬁfgﬁgﬁﬁttagtégfééﬁgéﬁ ‘ agg*,ﬁh'n ey
wraitanks o ROVHGCE sufge d{ﬁ’e‘& emej;l.yalheavym .‘Eua‘il., LeS'e it (WoDiwg

AURH.Cu g5 :.Aug. Vs ASfurtheriattack that i%ve' ingiby Rl 4
o Mad's carried: ou?,.rcopaﬁnitﬁ”f than a~few'hundﬂ ed’

. “south of 'St/ Martin® (WiD., ¥Rl de Mais, 5 Aug 44»"Pand

WG, By i H Q) 220 CAN TN cniv,?;fiugust 1944 “Appx 30,

5 hug 44, Seria1i3915),i R4 de Mals: persisted i

- towards, - aYmSur;ane‘cnfthe3follcwing mornings:* wasil

. mo’mortaring orishelling «(ibid, 0Ops Logy 6 Augv Serial X

.3954), and’patrolsicould advance without: drawin fire,,but A g

_...any: advance byuaﬁtighting force produced a’ most violent e

: reaction (W D.;’R.»de Lais, S'Aug 44). - ity (2 ] v ALEREY . |

o 29.- Z East ofkthe hlghway troops: of 4 Cdn Armd Div took
“iisimilar action to determine whether the enemy had wzthdrawn.

" .During ‘the’ afternoen ofi5 Aug,patrcls attempted ‘tolenter
;Tillyhla-Campagne -and - tested the ‘defences’of ~LafHogue. i~ ik

¢ (WIDs ., G 8.y H. Q.'4-Cdn’Armd ‘Div 'and H.Q. 10 'Cdn! I’nf Bde,

L5 Aug 44) ., ‘Some. prisoners were: captured from(1'S.S. %Pz Dlv

but both attempts met with heavy opposition,’ Stronger attacks
-were-organized: for. the. evening and mobile forces assembled

ready to’'pursue’the enemy if he were in fact: withdrawing.

W.D., H.Q. 10'Cdn" Inf Bde, 5 Aug 44), A company of Lake SupIR.



% 'I:E':r'esh infantx-y division.
L S Sev - PZ DAV came % By ‘althou
or‘bed s, i wa.s being»w rawn, 0« retteyi:
p th t t ithd to.B 1 _
_--'(W D., G S.' Int H Q. Flrst Cdn Army, ugu £:194

7 e

did ‘pz;ppos ;{bov.;makef
'._Phase. The ta




wor 14

f?1jtremendoue resources in artillery were made availdblef‘ ;
‘- bim," In ‘addition’'tc 2 Cdn'and 9 Brit Army GroupsR <
. and. the guns of the five ‘divisions alreedy under. his .
54t was “arranged for assistance to.be provided by 3‘Brit "
A.G,R.A, of 12 Corps-on {the right and 4'BritiA. G.R. A, +'and they*
-~ artillery of*49 (W.R,) Div on the left.  Two ‘heavy anti=1 %
4~ aireraft regiments equipped ‘with’ rapid-firing 3 V-inch.guns %
“arrived, fron England -just in' time to raiso ﬁhe total number
Jun of guns to 720.  (History of! B.R.A.'s Branch, p.«37)." ' ="
.= Planning to use this great force. of artillery entailed much
"7~ time end effort, : The allotment of guns to” the,ettacking
. formations for each phase, the choice .of. deployment areae,
' the'complicated movement orders to ensure thatltggxgune
v ~would be-in pesition to support the attack at theﬁright
}f time, had all to be completcd. _The. choice" of targeta;,the
s.-weight and.type of: shell to be directed at.eee ;jtherraxe _
_hjqf fire and theftiming had-to'be ‘dete: _;ned. Gneaﬁ quantities %
7 of ammunition had’ to be' dumpeds Coun'te —battery“anﬁ GOunter-
flak shoots, " the'firing ‘of flares Yo indicate tar gets to S s
'aireraft and“of”Bofors guns to- gulde the ermouredb elumne,_
“the coordination of searchlights, were’ pnoblemsaﬁoﬁbeﬂmet ey
o "gand solved, # Then, . at theiend’came the’ detailed“work fofs R
. preparing -the traces, tﬁrget-liets and’, task-tables, ell‘i-:~
‘with meticulous' accuracy,«grinting hundreds pf{cepiﬁ “and
"die%ribhting“the 1/bo. the' command: posts-'of ibat “r%gs randre
stroops,  (Ibid;,pp: 58-41 ”and W.D Dy H.Q. R C. 12 Ccdn’ Gerps,
cﬂugust 19 Z.- Apgx 10 a” s .

5 s It had 1eng been a principle with Lt-Gen Crerar;
jhimself an‘artillery officer in the War of :1914-18," that' i - : -

“to.attain “the’ greatest ‘possible surprise in & battle!te' T e

break into: etrong gysteém of defences, it is: necessary to :

,eliminate prolonged prelimlnary ‘bombardment’ prior ‘to movement

(ef ‘WD, ’; G Q,C. 1'Cdn Gorps, February1944: : Appx"2, kddress

“on Principles of ‘Effective Fire Support). ‘He' planned, ‘there-

.. ‘.fore, to’ open the overwhelming fire of hisg’ artillery only i

i "“when the. advance began (W,D., G.0.C.-in-C., FirstiCin Army," (
“-4~Auguet 19443 Appx 1). - In the event it was even: found,fg* :

~possible to .start the bombardment gome 13 minutes after the

- troeops, crossed the start-line, and ‘thus to- give “them an : .

*;opportunity to.meach tho forward localitigs rrem;which they

- had ‘been ‘compelled to withdraw in order ‘to’'b eleer of the

ﬁfbombersl danger zone. (AEF/First Cdn, Army/c 3

R Op "TO”&LIZE ,. Folio 39, Meesage GO 102)

G 734 7 %,.The. barrage for the night attack by' Cdn<- ”
o) (H.) Inf Diys 'was to,envelop’an arga 4000 yardqﬁwide : _ e
;athwart thetFalaise highway and to move: southwardfatethe e SRR
Jrate ‘of loo*yardeﬂpen minute,” 1ifting. in_jump B *ZOQ'yarde, :
an: abpormalirate. of adyance' occasioned by thewfa t thet the' 4
entire: assault force would’ b moving ‘in’ trackedﬁvehiclee. QA
“(W.D., H Q. ‘R .A., 25Cdn Corps, ﬁugust 194 43 Appx %Jﬂand S B |
“ - “History'of B. R A,.ts Branch 5. Pe 59). To ‘proyide’ thia“great » i
i=barrage a total: of 360 guns were’ to fire nearly. 40,000 _ |
.- 25-pr. sholls and half 'as many.medium projectiles?in an4ig A _
‘hour, ' (W.D., ‘H.Q: R.CJA,5 2%Cdn Gorps, @uguet 944: ;ﬁppx 2y
_JBarrege &race and Appx 5, Fire’Plan) _ Hul‘” },,, A

: 55. PR The guns Were also required to fire th.*co oured
" ‘markers to mark the targets for the bombers,’ to ‘bombardsall
% Imown hostile :anti-aircraft batteries’ and 'to aid ‘the mechanized
&% columns ' in"‘keeping /direction in ‘the dark by’ sheetinggtreeer
“shells on & low trajectory.along the ‘axes of advances : h;
“(History of B.R.A.'s Branch, p. 40), Green flare, shells
$fired on 'to! the knoll at_ Point 122 would identify the boundery
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?nsity of " illumination tc“be’ controliad by Brigadie B et o
fB. Metthews at H.Q, .2 Cdn Corpe. (History ef ‘B e R A"B D i P

f; Fer the . seoond phase of the_battle, eaeh of the R -l;iﬁ
nﬁarmoured divisions was to have a ‘medium regiment under ) ¢ e 23

cormeand,. as well as belng able: to- call upon' the’ remainder 4
ofi ‘the Army Group R.i.  As the -field gunsand attached it
edipme'would be well out of range.of the’ gdvang}ng tyeege,J 2%
unless moved forward before ‘the opening: of .the ‘secondsphase, -
they were to move ae soon as.they were released\frem'ghljd
the Infantry . in: ‘the” epening phase. No- fine: planrwae%p _gg?q____q;
“but*.the bombing was to e supplemented by eenc traticg LY M

_required. in advance by .the divisions, (H*D "E. 'A* =
;5;2 ‘Cdn Gorps, Auguet 1944° Appx 4) 3

FBTas . v The amount ef ammunition requiredwv
" be. imagined. ‘The, nine field -regiments & '”
bqrrage were: to fire a total of '650. reunde,per un! - &
eight tons of shell alone, most of whieh ha& tDﬁjomEmB}’fw.ﬁ
~beslde everny gun .pit, removed from ‘the' eenteinemg,u d taclte
~ pgady for uge. ' .(Ibid). 'In all the R,C.A. .Cs:delivered over:..
200,000 rounds south of the Orne, a task bompleted.in.ss heure AN
ﬁ_and requiripg the drivers of the lorries to! werk?deykandipighx”ﬁ“$
+* without rest, and imposing heavy.strain ‘on" the" regimental‘" '
gun detachments and ammmition parties (1bid-=end ‘oD, 4_;::5
A& Q., H.Q. First Cdn Army, August 19447 pp$~8). *Ehg ';h

' \dumpn of lammmition were also built up in: Ceiombellasy -and 2

-2 Can’ Cerps planned to keep.in reserve and: on' wheele ‘a - ? P

L,
] .

B S roomplete replenishment of the normal .supply-of: ammunitio‘
ﬁ’ﬂi'.h:jfij- carried by the suppl ervices of 4 Cdn and 1° PolFArmd-

gy it - (AEF/First Cdn, Army/y/§ Docket I: Op "TOTALI&E“- Eplie 3,
BeRe o 2 Cdn Corps Adm Order No. 4) 8- R 1&7* ; %)
RN b Fale N

B

;THE LEFT“FLAHK- 1 BRIT CORES-_

S8 Meanmhile, on Lt-Gen Grerar's left'
) Bt Corps, newfhelddby *Ainberne end
A 1little aetivity during the 1pﬂtrweekmqf;”
it ek i, Q. 1 Brit Corps, 1-7.Augi44),’ Stretched'y
A Y, ground, the.: troopsqpemainﬁn Ehere elung to-
=, : ‘from Cagny-north’'to the. Orne River at Sallene 1ee
& ) with the ‘digcouraging task of 'holding firm,-:
Boa! -, .formations werec being withdrawn and. mustered,f
i 5  elsewhere.. ‘On"2 Aug, 3.Brit Inf Div came’und
ooy - 7 ¢ Army to be’placed under: the»command of 8 Cerpe P
=i i ! towards the upper rcaches ' ofithe Orne (ibid);,
R e g following night 51 (H.): Div and 33 Armd" Ea
Wi e~ iCorps i toirelieve 4 Cdn. Armd Div on: thee&eﬂt?
RRaREL o= SN Falaiee,~ operation completed by: dawn on
fanl W G.S% Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Amy, August 1944,-%
1 IR O ¢ "HeQ 10 Cdn Inf.Bde, 6 Aug 44; and W,.D,, 'G.S+
B . | Corps, 4 Lug 44), hs the withdrawal left L
gl s -+ without armeured su port for his extended a.

Annd Regt {G. G F.G.) came under 49 (w R.) D:;

.w.»Armd Bde . waq on’ call if. requ;red (ibid‘
’4 Cdn Armd Div land 21 Cdn ' Amd Rog¥; 3 4 ;
uetion restricted bylthe lack of reeeur;}f J
front cnnejstec malvly of excban 1080 )
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' which were rendered, difficult by the: enemyls extensive‘
.\ -use: of wire. entanglenents and, mines  (W. Didly Go Siatlm Ha Qo' T,
Brit Corps, 1=7 Aug 44; and Appx E, G.Sy Log,snd‘Summary
of- Events, Serial 497) 3 .The foremest positionswof 49D
a no—man's¥lsnd 30 narrow that enterprise was limited o
“small reeconnaisgance and standing patrols (W, D., G.S.-0ps,
H,Qs 'First: Gdn Army, ‘Angust-1944s Appx 29 Ops Log, 58 Aug 44,
Serial ;2) As s result ‘of the strengthfof the snemy's

:fﬂ_59. i Although 1 Brit Corps was not to
" “dnvolved-in :Operation : NQOPALIZEM,  the: tas
'"ﬁth -Gen Crocker's attenuated forces wes

to. counter-attapk the coastal sector.tsLater qnﬂ% U

Div was infirm’ possession oty Cramosnil,‘Secqueyllle-la-:ﬁ

- Campagne,: .and’ the woods' to the; south—east,;Lt'

-~ aawbuld. be ealled mpon-to’take ‘over ‘that' part:o
7+ and push up<his right' ‘ank: throughfSt”Sylva% :
" First ‘Cdn Army, '£ile 1~O=4: Directiv'i,crersr$to;

i Gomds, 6 Aug‘44) i~ Sorne nedessany regrouping bnsught 51

iy ~Brit Tk Bdefundsr“ég {W R.) DiV\to proteet the“Gerps' right

< flank (W Diety 2GS e ' “ :

" ‘Appx, 527, hen

W Troarny . was:

ROARIZES § o Beurguébusg
”'stretch its

"%gﬁeployed on the westergg“pproaches te
RBLr LH) Div.
,_equlred to
tgfarther_and send 4 S S._Bde~ever towards

-“""".

-&Nﬁsﬁsssp;bRGENcYVOF THE MTTACK TQWARDSKEALArsE: SHAE

40, ' - Meanwhil thor campaign continued s, go well e
o Walore o By 6 i Aug ‘the \Americans had 'cut 'right. across Brittany °
AR ot reach’ the gearat Vannes and were moving- rapidly«eastward .
iuodnita series mﬂﬂpsrallel drives through’ Donmfront,: ‘Mayenne and =
rﬁ'qLaval.'“ arther north British troops had got: ‘iootheld\on
S : inpqn massif, were closing-up to’ Gonde-sur-Nbireau'
A ‘\,and prep' in orassault over. the Orne. near: Ehury—Hare_ rt.
AGa0, 0 ‘First. Cdn Army, filec 2=03: Dircotive '
1 Army: Gp, 6 Aug 44). On 6. Augyindeed;
Ll ths :Orne north of Thury-Harcour@ﬁ_;q;s;
o e es bl sh dns,bridgehead.l (Montgomery,' orma:
uBaltio 17—18) 'rThis threat to. the rean ot

_'JGanadianshBouth and south-east of Caen indicatedithatgvon W

reKluge was.'definitely ‘trying to pivot on:the Caen‘areal,.

.- Hence the urgency of.smashing the hinge hourly. ;ncreased.-

! Second British: Army!s' attack on’30 Jul ‘had prevented ‘the -

o, enemy from erming a hinge north—wost of - Vire,?%he'would be

crdntian extremely awkward position if: wmthin the next: day ‘or

... two he were to'be dislodged from his. positions.astride ‘the
i, highway south-east of Bretteville~ -sur-Laize, .and."if  he lost

.5 Falaise itself, Accordingly, the C.-in-Ci; instructed Lt-Gen.
' Crerar to make' every effort to.reach Falaise in the cpminb

., battle, ‘and -issued instructions. for a ﬂeneral advanoe to ‘the:
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Appx C

OPERATION “TOTALIZE'
7 8 AUG 44 [FIRST PHASE]

ASSEMBLY AREAS

RICGHT LEFT
AXIS AXIS
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AREAS

FLEURY @ kif; 51(H) INF DIV
SURORNE [ 1o ‘\ 3 ARMD BDE
AXIS
IFS @ ‘\\ ‘ l‘
/"""* ;1 N ‘ “ “ \

! 2 CON"INF DIV | \ '\
*2 CDN ARMD BDE | \
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STJ}RTIN ® ... 00000, ,,,0020°
DE FONTENAY J@ees***22, . LA HOGUE
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»
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® +**
e ®ecccccedrcnsnse '....
BRETTEVILLE
SUR LAIZE HAUTMESNIL

LEGEND

e®*%ese*"ENEMY MAIN

DEFENCES
HEAVY BOMBER ;

TARGETS
o™ MAIN ROADS

. o
GOUVIX o

BRETTEVILLE —LE - RABET

PREPARED FOR THE HISTORICAL SECTION, GENERAL STAFE
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS, LONDON. BY L/CPL\'!.J PATTERSON . RC.EME,



OPERATION “TRACTABLE

14 —16 AUG 44 2 CDN CORPS PLAN
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POTIGNY 2 ROCHE 165

Ay

BONS — TASSILLY

- .
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2CDN ARMD BDE
& 7 CON INF BDE

@versamnviLLE DAMBLAINVILLE

L8 G END

HEAVY BOMBER TARGETS

MEDIUM BOMBER TARGETS
esses ENEMY DEFENCES
e MAIN AXES OF ADVANCE

PREPARED FOR THE HISTORICAL SECTION, GENERAL STAFF,
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS . LONDON. BY L /CPL.W.J.PATTERSON, R.C.E.M.E.



THE FALAISE POCKET Anox H
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PIERREFI

THE “POCKET "AREA
B )

OCT aafus reja/udfsss

1o VIMOUTIER S
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SECRET

APPENDIX 'F’

"THE SHAMBLES"

Scale I:100,000

B . iaee.. TANKS & S.P. GUNS.
.. LIGHTLY ARMOURED VEHICLES.
LORRIES, CARS, MOTOR CYCLES.

B occrinrannriinassennse GUNS,

187
157
2447

252
TOTAL 3043




PROGRESS OF FIRST CDN ARMY

7-23 AUG 44

LEGEND

APPROXIMATE ALLIED FRONT LINES:-
p— | L

Oommm e e ... 0600 MRS 14 AUG
B T T T T T T T T T S — - 0400 NRS 20 AUG
- . 0600 WRS 23 AUG

e ARMY GP BOY 6-20 AUC INC.
ERS=EmTmEm B0 ADJUSTMENT 14 AUC

— Y P = = = = - —— COoRPS BOFr
——— - o ARMY BOY
e )\___ POLISH BATTLE CPS 20 AUC
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