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1, A Znrther zeport is subnitted. This repors deals
with the regent increuse in eneny air ugiivity over Tondon
and the United Eingdon generall:-r, and atltenpis some corment
on the stute 02 the war as 3een from this country at the be-
ginning o2 spring, 1941.

INCREASE II'! ZNIMY AIR ACTIVIYY

B 3ince the tine of nmy arrival in this country (&5
Dec 40) eneny alr aasvivity aguinst the United Ninzdom has
been wpon a relatively 1limited scale. AS noted in ny Report
No. B, the fierceness of the ralids against LOI'DOI declined
from November onwards; and through Junuary and February enemny
agtion azuinsy the couniry at large has not been especially
large or vigorous. March, however, has witnessed a reviwval
of activity and un exvension of it into some new quurters.

P The compurative sli thitness of activity during the
winter is reflected in the figures of civilian cuasualties
which have been published. As given in the EVHEI'IN'G STAVDARD
of 8 March, Uhey are as follows:

LILLED INJURED
January 1502 <012
Tebruury 789 1068

Comparison with esrlier Tigures (Report lNo. 8 demonstrates
the relative insignificance of theee totals. The figures for
March, however, will almost certainly show & substantial in-
srease.

4. The new phase may be s8aid %o have besun with a
heavy raid on LOIDON on the night of B-9 Murch, between about
2000 hrs and nmidnizht. The attack was particunlarly heavy
between about L0330 and L1000 hrs, and the Sun Tife Building,
where 1 was working in n7 o2fice thuat evening, wase shsken by
explosions nore than once. This was The first time that bombs
had fallen close %o C.M.H.O. s8ince ny arrival. I found the
next morning that olne bomb had hit the premises of Hunphrers
& Crook, the tailors, at the corner of the Haynarket and
3uffolk Place, between two and three hundred wvards from the
3un Life Building; another had struck Garlands Hotel at the
head of Suffolk 3treet; and a third, probably I think of the
same "stick", had caused heavy loss ¢f 1ife at the Cale de
Paris In Coveniry 3treed.
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restanrant cauged eight Canadian

o. "he bombing of this r
ding the Tollowing kKilled:

military casualvies, incliu

Capt. P.FP. SHAGRAM (487 HIOCHILAY DERS)
Lieutv. J.D. WRIGHT (11th Pield Co¥v. R.C.E.)
P-x7990 Sgt. R.A. BRADSHAW (C.M.H.O.)
B-8392¢ Cpl. N.W. QUIMY (C.M.H.Q.)

In addition, two officers, one nmursing sister and one other

rank were wounded. These detuils are furnished me hy the
Casualty 3Jection, Records 0ffice, ACTOlI', a8 of 13 Mar 41. The
two non- aonriasinnrd ofZigers nuund were the first futul casunal-
ties suffered b7 C.M.H.Q. (at least among military personnel).
Capt. Seagrsm was Tormerly A.D.C. 0 General Mcllauzhton.

G. As I have previously pointed ont (Diary for Pebruary),
the decline in eneny air asctivity had led to u visible revival
in the 1life 0f the West ¥nd: and this sudden attuck lsunched

by the enemy on a4 Saturdey evening was almosti certuin to cause
congiderable casuualties.

% A good many incendiary bombs were dropped in West-
mineter on this ocscasion, though 8o far as I am aware no sctual
fires were sturted. Walking down Whitehuall the next morning,

1 found several of the patches of sand which tell where incen-
disries have been smothered, within a few yerds of Westminster
Abbev. The road between the Abbewy und the Houses of Purlis-
ment was closed bevond 3t. Margaret's on account of unexploded
bombs. A policeman told me that two had fallen here, one of
which had slready been safely removed. Passing The same way

a few days later, I found that the other had exploded, causing
a jarge crater in the rouadway aimost beside the Vietoria Tower.
A workman told me thut the explosion had csused no loss of
life; the bomb-disposal squad had (according to his account)
been due 1o return to work a quarver of an hour after it took
place

8. Buckingham Palace wag bombed again on this occasion.
The Palace proger was not oaruuL, but the "Garden Gate" within
a4 few yurds of the north wall was denolished, und other bombs
of the atick fell in the forecourt and on either gide of Con-
stivution Hill. My impression is that this weg a deliberate
atiempt at destruction of the Paluce. There wsg a brilliant
moon that night and some of the enemy bombers ( judging by the
noise of their engines) were flving quite low.

Y. Jondon was again ruided the following night, and
thereafter there was no night withont an glert until uth of
17-18 Murch, although on at least two lhere wus very iitile
vigible or uudible activitw.

ATTACKS O PORTS AN'D INDUSTRIAL CENVTRESD

10. 3till heavier raids than that on Jondon on the night
of 6-Y March have since been directed uguinst the ports and
industrial centres of Western England and Scotland. On The
night of 1li-1C larch, "the moon being Full and the westher
very cleur" (cumnnhioue in TMIHES, 14 Hurch), tPe rajiding (to
quote the War (f{fice secret summary - Miltel To. 180, 14/3/41)
was "the heaviest (and) mosu wideavvcud for 3everal montha"
the main effort being directed aguinst MERBEVSIDE. On the
following night L“VMESIJU was heavily attacked (THE TIIES
rnotes this as the area's first big raid). The sume region was
struck agein the next night (14-15), und Miltel llo. 18z noves
"Heavy incendiary attack Clydebank. Military usssistance re-
quested”, while also menvioning that two factories were Tired
atl GILA3GOW. There wus also some damage in the MFERSEVSIDE
region on this occasion.



) (15 These developnenis seem significant, and we can pro-
W bably expect further attacks on the LIVERPOOL,and GLASGOW areas.
i As noted in my Report lNo.l, it wee a matter of astonishment to
the troope arriving with P?.C. 8 that the eneny had not attempted
nmore seriously tu interfere with the tremendous umount of ship-
building activiiy vhisch we saw on the upper reaches of the CLVLE,
and the great concenitration of shipping afloatv on the lower
reasches., He i3 now beginning to strike hard at this most impor-
tant region.

1c. In conjunction with these¢ attacks on port citiesa, we
must note also the increased violence of the campaipgn zgainst
our shipping at sea. The announcencnt (TIMBS, 1L Mar 41) that
icsses Vo British, Allled and lNeutral shipping during the week
ending £ Mar anmounted to 148 038 tons, marks the beginning of
this intensification (which the eneny had promised). It seems
apparent that durinz the phase of the war now beginning a sn-
preme effort is 1o be made tc breuk this country by the wespon
of blockade, which 8o nesarly won the war for the Germens in the
gpring of 1917.

13. This means that the garrison of this country must be
prepured to tighten 1ts belt. Already the Canadisn tréops have
been complaining of inudequate rations, and they are quite
likely to have more grounds for the complaint from now on. We
are now beginning to see increuasing signs of stringency. Two
little indicuations of the situation presented themselves to me
simaltancously at breakfast time this morning: fLor the first
time, my landlord had been unable to supply either marmalade or
Jam; and for the first time I recelved a Daily Majil insteud of
& Times, the latter bLeing unobtainable "owing tc the rationing
of suppliea". The Muil itself explained to its readers that
they must expect a snuller paper from now on - only four pages
geveral days a week - ags ua result of the shoriage of newsprint.
The papers have already been thin, bunt will now be thinner.

{17 March). '

14, The public hus derived great salisfaction from the
recent heavy losges suatained by the German night-bombera, and
particularly from the fact that 18 were destroyed on the night
of 1¢-14 March, this constituting a new record. (G.I.Q. Home
Forces Intelligence Summary lo. 2Z&8 estinmutes the German effort
on this occasion at 65 long-range bombers, L0 fighters and 50
minelayers; while Miltel MNo. 181 apeaks of "400 eneny aircraft".)
"Mew dévices" may have played & part in this success - the Air
Ministry states vhat 11 Germans were destroved by night-fighiers,
one by anti-airoral?t firc, and one by "other means", and our
fighters presumably have special equipment - tut it seems likely
that the maiy element in it was the unusually brizht moonlight.

15. In connection with the submarine canpalgn, it is of
interest to note the report (G5.4.Q. Home Porces Intelligence
Sumnmary No. 230) that at least 39% submerines have been laid
down at HAMBULG, while six are mentioned as fitting out there;
and that probably 10 are under construction at BREMEN. Con-
gsiderable naval forceg of other sorts are now evailable in Ger-
man ports; and the two heavy battleships Bismarck and Tirpist:z
have evidenily been comzleted.

PRESHEN? GERMAN STRATEGY

16. The War O0ffice Weekly Intelligence Sumnary l'o. B
(for the week 5-1L Mar) notes in connection with the rezent
German oceupation of Bulgaria, "There is no doubt that Germany
intends to slear up the Greek affair either by negotiation or
military action, probably before the end of March." The Balkans,
in other words, appear to be The most probable immediate field

of action for the Serman army, eapesially as i1t is further

noted that, while preparaiions Zor the invasion of Britain con-




tinue, "there is no evidence that a large-scale attack is
imminent.” The atvack upon Britain will presumably, for the
present, take the form of a violent onslaught by submarines
and alroeraft agsinst our sea-communications, ineluding the
western ports. ILater in the season, an actual attenpt at in-
vasion 18 perhaps couceivable; und failing other developments
which cannot at the moment be foreseen, such an attenpt would
appear to offer the only likelihood of importunt aciion this
season for the large and increasing force of Cenadian troops
in the United Kingdomn.

: 1 8 A Tield where fundameutsl developmentis are always
po3sible is The Iberian Peningula. The politisal intell! zence
which we receive is %o the effe2t that Seror 3uner, the Spanish
Foreign Minister, is strongly pro-German, though we are slso
%old that his own posivion is not secure. The Intelligence
Summary just quoted coments that Germany is s8till "preparing
the ground™ in Spain aguinst a possible entry. Recently it
was reported Jrom Gernan sourses that Britalin was plamning %o
smpy Yhe Azores and land wroops in Portugul. The Diplomatio
Correspoudens of THE TIMES (15 March) says, perhups a trifle
somplacently, "These inventions are disregarded in London. All
they mean is thut the fGernans want the world to think that
they themdglves are ahout o enter Portugal." This recalled
%o me that Lt.-Col. 0G.G. 3IHOND3, the Commandant of the Cana-
dian War 3taff Course, had said to me on the occasion of my
vigit to Pord Manor that he would 1like To "see us cash in on
our ancient and hononrablie alliance with Portugul"™ bhefore the
Bermand got there first.

18. Any developments in the dircotion of GIBRALTER in
the near future will have a special interest for Canada, thanks
to the presence at that fortress of Canadian engineer units
working on the defences. A large "special detachment”™ of lo.1l
Tunnelling Companty, R.C.E., has been there for gome tine past;
and more recently llo. & Tunnelling Company has proceeded thither
and absorbed a large proportion (though not the whole) of this
devachment's personnel. The force from Canadua now at that stu-
tion is equivalent to one-and-u-half companies. Special in-
strustions covering the preparation of war diaries by these
unita have been iseued by the 0&ficer i/c Records, ACTON, and
the work done by them should constitute an interesting episcde
in the history of Canada's part in this war.

19. The Foregoing somewhai random comments are made sub-
ject to the obvious proviso that it wonuld be foolish to attenmpt
any confident assessnent of the fuature beyond the next few weeks.
It ia worth while, however, Lo 3¢t down at this noment the shape
of things as it appeurs on the basis of the information avail-
able a% Canadian Hilitary Headqmarters, London. One thing, it
wonuld seem, can be stuated with considerable confidence. It is8
now clearly necseaecary for Histler %o win the war soon if he is

to win it at all. The growing extent of United States commit-
ment Yo the British cause, und especially the recent passuge

02 the "Leade and Lend” Bill (sizmed by President ROOSEVELT on
11 March), suggest thut from this time British strength wiil
incrense steudily and fairly rapidly. The logic of the sitna-
tion appears to indicate the probabllity of tremendous efforts
by Hitler before next auntumn.

<0, lo apeclogy seems necessary for dealing at some length
with the general sivuation in the Uni ted Kingdom. This country
is the key 1o the present crisis. MNore than this, the fortunes
of this coun @y and those of the bullk of the Canadian Arny
Overseuasd are now identified with each other; and the histerian
who writes the story of this phase of Canada's share in the war
will necessarily f£ind himself obliged to tell a great part of the
atory of the Battle of Britain.

(C.?s Stacey) Mslor,
(Copled in Historical Section, Historieal 0f?icer,c.M.H.Q.
Jul 43,)






