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REPORT NO.170 C AN@EL‘EED

HISTORICAL S7CTION PECLASS) ' )gp}

Operation "TINBERWOLF'": The lMovement of
1 Cdn Corps to the HMediterranean,l1943

ks A\ series of ea 1ave dealt with the
movement of 1 Cdn Inf 7wy Tk S5de (hereinafter
1 Cdn Armd 3de) from to the Nediterranean
Theatre in the summer subsequent operations
of those Tormations in Si Ve Report No. 165
brought the account of these s up to 4 Jan 44,

The present report deals with the movement of additional
Canadian Forces (H.(,. 1 Cdn Corps, 1 Cdn Corps Tps and

5 Cdn Armd Div) to the llediterransan in the autumn of 1943,

. The policles dictating the emnloyment of the

anadian Army generally and the momentous decision to divide
he Canadian Arny Overseas between two theatres Af operations
in particular, are not dealt with hers, These' matters

will be treated subsequently and scparately. The present
report deals only with the results of ¢t
movement of formations, th: problems ari

1

movement. and the means adonted for their s

D'e Ihe chief sources of information have besn the Central
Registry files of Canadian Lkilitary adquarters and the
photostats of the personal files of General A.G,L. KcNaughton
at Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q. War Diaries of the headquarters of
formations concerned have provided additional data and this
has been further suponlemented from the personal diaries of
senlor officers and of the hlistorical officers employed

in the theatre,

THE PLAENING OF "TIHBERWOLF"

4.5 On B8 Oct 43 a selccte
at C M,.H.2. for what was described as a ''movement conference'.
Present were the following

2d group of senior officers met
1 e

Lt-Gen A.G,L., McNauthton, G.0.C.-in=C, First Cdn Army
Ma j-Gen P.J. Montague, Senlor O0fflcer, C.V.H.Q.
Brigadier N.,E., Rodger, B.G.S., C.l.H.Q.
Brigadier AW, Beament, D.A.G., C,ll.H.Q.
Brigadier J.A. MacQueen, D.Q.M.G., ]
Brigadier E.G. Weeks, A D,A.G. (A), C,M.E,.Q.
Col D, Douglas, .D."Q% S., C.M,E.Q

-Col C.R. Archibald, G.3.0

- -
Lt o L. (S.Di), CaMHO.
Major D.,W, Cunnington, P.A. to G.0.C.-in-C,

General LicNaughton announced that arrangemen

- |

made for the Canadian Army to ship to tho Me
Theatre sufficient troops "to meke up a balanced corps in
the Middle East which should include 1 Cdn Inf Div, 5 Cdn
Armd Div, 1 Cdn Armd Bde less motor battalion, and one
A.G.RA, consisting of one field and three medium reglments,
hospitals to scale and rear echelon units as required."
(First Cdn Army file P,A., 1-18-1: Conference of 8 Oct 43,

Notes by Brig Rodger.)® He stated that:

¥ Reports Nos. 126, 127, 132, 135, 136, 144, 158, 160
166, and 167.
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The units and personnel proceeding at this
time would take only personal equipment
including 2-inch mortars, ).D.S,D. (British)
will give C H,2, a detailed 1list of equip-

ment to be t=ker AJ H.C.. 1s assuming
A &

responsibility in the cquipping and maintaining
of 1 Cdn Corps in the Middle East. C.k.H.Q.
will be responsible for m =ting A.F.,H.Q.
demands for items of continuing Canadian

supply except vehicles which will be provided
by the theatre, f

Heavy equipment and vehicles were to be taken over from the
two Jritl;h formations which were bein~ returned to the
United Kingdom to build up the force for Operation "OVERLORD",
i.s, Headquarters and Corps Troops c¢f 30 Corps, which had
been disbanded in Sicily, and 7 {?rit) Armd Div, the f“wous
"Desert Rats", who were still in operation in Ttaly.

(Ibid: Tel 78593, War Office to A,.F.1.7, Alglers, 13 Oct 43)

Se Further detalils relecased at this conference disclosed
that the main group of Canadians would move in convoy XNF 25
or KNF.25A, which were scheduled to leave about 25 Oct,
Space woas reserved for approximately 25,000 Canadian all
ranks, who were arranged in the following priority: H.Q.

1l Cdn Corps and Corps Troops, one 500-bed hospital, one
1,200-bed hospital, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 11 Cdn Inf Bde and
advance perties for the units following on later flights.

One month's reinforcements for the units embarking would

be carrled if possible, but not to the exclusion eof the
reinforcements already assigned to the convoy for 1 Cdn Inf
Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde, who were to proceed as planned, The
destination of the forccs was named as Sicily and the date

of recadiness was set at 2Q Oct 43, The November and
Dgcember convoys (XNF 26 and KNF 27) were to accommodate

% See also same file: Tel G.S. 2337, CANMILTRY to 15 Army
Group for Tow Cdn, 23 Oct 43, "Para 2: General policy
laid down and agreed with Troopers that no unit eqpt is
to be shipped but is to be taken over in theatre."

Offices to ?rlt*en washington, repeated Gencral Eisenhower,
15 OCt_ ‘13:

¥¥ cf C,M.,H.,Q, file 3/TIMBERTOLF/1l: TEL 0Z 3169, War Cabinet

The .above allocations (transfer of 50,
51 and .l Airborns Divisions to the U.K.
from the Mediterranean) has the disadvantage
that it leaves us deficient of a battle
experienced armour-d division for OVERLORD.
Wie have therefore examinec the possibility
of exchanging a British Armoured Division
in the Mediterrancan for a Canadian

Armoured Division from the U.K. This
would have the added advantagse that we
should meet the Canadian desire to form i

a Canadian Corps in the Mediterranean,
We, therefore, intemd to exchange the
personnel of a Canadian and erthh
Armoured Division and to despatch a
Canadian Corps H.Q. te the Mediterranean,




10,000 and 4,000 respectively and any. remaining troops
would be despatched 1n January 1944,

6. The heads of services proceeded with such necessary
arrangements as could be made with due regard to security,

and further conff—r-ﬂrﬁcos were held with War Office officials
to consider the many detalls attendant on such an extensive

move , Next day, 9 Cct 43, Ueneral McNaughton and some of
his senior officers attended a conference at the War 0ffice,

and the ¢.0,C.~in-C, handed over the list of units which it
was proposed to send on the October LOHVOJ (First Cdn Arry
file P,A. 1-18~1: Minutes of the Conference, 9 Oct 43).,
atters concerning equipment were discussed and 1t was agreed
that the Canadians should accept British equipment and
vehicles although General lcNaughton made his noint that
5 Cdn Armd Div should be provided with Sherman tanks fitted
with 75-mm guns, Canadian véhicle maintenance was to be
provided from British sources for the time belng with the
exception that 1 Cdn Inf Div should maintain its existing
arrangements; but at the earliest possible time all Canadian
units should be placed on the same footing. The wvehlcles
and equipment currently held by Canadian units proceeding
to the Mediterranean were to be handed over to those British
units returning to take part in Operation "OVERLORD".

s Although the hazards of ledlterrancan conveoy movement
had been grbatly reduced since the days of Operation "HUSKY"
(See Historical Section Report No. 126, paras 161-163),
there was still the submarine and the recently introduced %,
aerial torpedo bombc; to be avoided at all costs, Later

vents proved the wisdom of the extensive security instructions
wnich accompanied all orders for Operation "TIMCERWOIF" -
the name recleased at the above conference. The first
securlty document, which was issued 11 Oct 43, gave the
names of the only officers entitled to be informed and re-
leased Instructions on the care of documents relative to the
move o Special warnings were issued against the assumption
that 211 War Oifice officlals were fully in the picture,
and Brigadier Rodger, B.G.S., C.I.,H.Q. was made responsible
for accepting and authorizing any additions to the charmed
circle of the informed, a group who coupled that distinction
with an equivalent shortage of sleep during the next few
weeks, (C.N.H.Q, flle 3/TIMBERWOLF/1: C.M.H.Q, Securlty
Instructions of 11 Oct 43 signed by Brig Rodger)™

8. Mecanwhile the "high level” dec
in Canada and on 12 Oct 43 the follo-
at C.E'-.I_I.Q.:

| Sl

This is to advise y»u that official proposal
recelved today at highest level, War Committee

has approved. Reply on highest level signifies
concurrence being despatched tonight. Please
proceed accordingly.

C.ll.H.Q. file 3/TINBERWOLF/1:
Tel G.S. 1039, DEFENSCR to
CANMILITRY for McNaughton from
Stuart, 12 Oct 43)

¥ See also C.lI'.H.Q, file 3/TINBTRWOLF/1/2: Rodger to
liontague, 6 Nov 43, which states in part:

in my opinion, which is substantiated by con-
versation at the War Office, 2ll three branches
of your staff at C.M.H.Q., have nothing to be
abhamed of@;concorninn our share in arrnnging the
largest move of troops the War Office has ox-
perienced at such short notice.
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General MecNaughton replied:

frrﬂnp~*gntc procegding under code name

" IMBERWOLF" I consider we have just

sufficient tlme to make date set for

departure. Every possible step to ex-

pedite being taken.
(IbL“' Tel G.S. 2520, CANMILITRY to
DEFENSOR for Stuart from
licNaughton, 13 Oct 43)

"S

ilmch of . tht paps -ork had alreedy boon dons, for

C.N.,HsQ. Special Instruction lios 1, with details of the move

and preliminary appendices which totalled 31 mimeographed

pages was ready for issue under date 12 Oct 43.," Warning

orders were sent out on 13 Uct to all units on the first convoy,
and units due to travel later were instructed to prepare

advance oarties to accompany the Cctober group. No

further leave was to be granted within units concerned and
personnel on courses and still on strength were to be recalled
beforse 16 Oct, (Ibid: Tel G.T. 2943, C.N.II.Q. to first Cdn
Army, 13 Oct 43)

s M 7"

9. The fact that the troops proceceding to the Mediterranean
were ex-ected to come immediately under British command
necessitated action by the legal branch of C.M.H.Q. Under
the Visiting Forces Act it was necessary for a properly
constituted military authority - in this case General
NMcNeughton ~ to issue a directive placing tho troops concorned
"in combination™ with the British units in the theatre so

that the orders of the C,-in-C. might have legal authority
over the Canadian troops, (See Historical Section Pre-
liminary Narrative Chap 2, paras 41-66). Such a directive
had been issued to General Simonds and Brigadier Wyman for

the Sicilian onerations and had been iudgci sufficient
authority for further moves into Italy (C.M.H.Q., file

]

29/Visforces/5/5: War Office to 15 Army Group, 17 Aug 43),

10, As the campaign continued and no signs appeared ‘of

the Canadian forces being withdrawn, General Simonds asked

General Nontgomery for “lang for thb further operations of

l Cdn Inf Div and Lt Col D.K. Tow, the 0.I.C. Cdn Sec G.H.Q.
1l Echelon, sent a message to C ..;.Q. asking if Goneral

Sl“OﬂdS and Brigadier Wyman were to be considered. "still

operating within your directive and in conformity with

employment approved by *ﬁnﬁ;wan Government" (First Cdn

Army file P.A., 1-18-1: el A.C.G. 18, 15 Army Group (from

lOW) for Genersal Vclauwhton and General Montague, 10 Oct 43)

To this General wcnauphuon nceded only to repnly that

General Crerar was on his way with a new directive which

would supersede all those issued in the past - news of the

" PIMBEROLF! scheme wag sufficlent indication of the type

of employment approved by the Canadian Govermment (Ibid:

Tel G.S. 2545, to Tow for Sim onds from MeNaughton, 15 Oct 43.

See also para 19):

5 The directive was sent through the War Office on

24 Oct 45 with a covering letter to G.0.C.-in-C, 15 Army

Group in which Ganeral McNaughton explained that all the

new troops would be under command as from the date of

despatch from nnﬂlﬂnd, thus settling any nossible dispute

over the position of the troops in rear echelon and reinforce-

X This instruction is toco large to include in a report of
this nature and may be found in C.,F.H.Q. file TI.BERTIOLF/
1 together with amendments, and its successers concerning
"TIM3ERWOLF" 2 and 3, which wore issued with only minor
changes in detail for the November and December convoys.




ment groups, The problem of replacement of the force
commander in the event of his becoming a casualty was

settled by tne device of a list of »nossible successors,
approved by General Crerar, from which the C.-in-C, might
make his CHO;LC until a force commander could be properly
avpointed and epproved by ‘H‘ Dupart" nt of National Defence.
(C.M,H.G. file "1/TIN3ERWOLF/ ilcNaughton to G.0.C.~-in-C.

15 Army Group, 24 Oct 43)

12, General Alexesnder replied:
Dear McNaughton:

I reccived today the copies of your
directive to Lt-Gen H.D.,G. Crerar and will
of course act in accordance withyour wishes,

Lt-Gen Crerar visited me the other day
and has seen Montgomery and 1 Canadian Division.
We are doing all we can to facilitate the
arrival and re-equipment ef the new formations
and units, though the provision c¢f vehicles is
a difficulty.

.J .am sure that soon thz Canadian Co
will be adding to the successes g
predecessors,

(O H.Q: TiTe yI Gen/1:

226, Alexander

135, To the Canadians still in England ths chance to go
to a theatre of active operations was a pleasant prospect
after years of lnactivity. To staff officers and commanders
it was an epportunity to prove their ability under the
actual arbitrament of war instead of ths always unsatisfactory
decisions of umpires., Even to tho unfortunates immured in
the reinforcement units, it was helpful sign that their
long incarceration might some dﬁv end, and to at least a

few of them 1t promised a short holiday in the form of
despatch as rear parties to settle final arrangements of
unit equipment and accommodation. Since the bulk of the
troops were going with only personal equipment, there were
many items to be disposed of. There were undoubtedly some
regrets when vehicles had to _be sur““ndﬂﬂed, for Canadians
always preferred their own types and the prospect of
receiving worn British vehicles c nnot have been pleasing.
For the time being it was planned to consolidate all unit
stores in unit lines until the first flight had departed

and then to re-distribute them within First Cdn Army or
return them to British ordrnenc: depots for release to those
British units returning from the Nediterranean area, A
similar plan for vehicles allotted all non-operational types
of transport to Flrst Cdn Army and Canadian Reinforcement
Units for training and demonstration purposes, while
operational types were to be returned to Canadian Base
Ordance Depot at Bordon for distrlbution according to the
noeds of 21 Army Group. (First Cdn Army file P,A. 1-18=1:
"TIMBERWOLF" arrangements, 102/% TIM/1, 19 Oct 43, Sse
also First Cdn Army file P,A, 5~0-26: War 0ffice Meeting

of 13 Oct 43, Notes by Brig Rodger)

14, The transfer of these vchicles from Canadian units
brought a War Office suggestion that the Canadian worlkshops
might now accept an equivalent number of British vehicles

for 4th Echelon repairs. (First Cdn Army file P,A, 1-18-
“'}

":u” "‘ '-"‘) //2.::5/ ‘.‘t of:',o:'i'{:'a (< .E-) to S.O., 15 Cct .:3)




-
w8 = -
15, After discussion of this proposition with General
McNaughton, the Senior Officer replied to the War Officec:

Our undertaking to send certain formations
to the Medliterranean has not included any
. commitments as regards repair facllities
or respongibilities for maintenance, units
of Army L, of C, or G.H.Q., and 1t 1s -
considered essential that we should net
become involved in the maintenance of
particular British divisions, I agree
that on occesion, such sparc capacity as
may exist from time to time in the Cdn

base ordance workshops should be mede

available to assist in the g ral problems

of repair, so long as 1t doe ot involve

an undgrtakiﬂ; of maintenance for specific

British divizions or restrict the allocation
1

s
of R.C.0,C. personnel and
if at a later date capac
needs becomes avallthc.

1 advise you
urplus to Cdn

("irst Cdn Army file l.&. 5~0-26
50/EF Maint Eqpt/1, (D.Q.M.G.),
S0y £6 DN {Ga (A.E. (Tar
Office), 4 Nov 43)

PREPARATIONS IN ITALY

-~ 1%

16, News of the proposed transfer of troops was passed
to-AF.H.Q. Oon 13 0Oct., Stress was laid on the necessity

for bullding up the Canadian-:force to the standard of a
balanced corps and bringing it into action as soon as
possible. A rough' grouping of the troops by typc was
transmitted so that suitable landing places could be

arranged to fit in with the rather complicated shipping

plans which had not orly to get ‘h' Canadians to the theatre
but also to return to England the exchange units (see para 4),

AJF ., H, Q. replied accepting the reinforcements and provided
the follOW1ng dastinations for the Canadian groups:
(a) Corps and Army Troops Sicily
(b) G.H.Q. and L, of C, Troops North Africa
(¢) Armoured Division (less Ttaly (probably
Armoured Bde) |, Taranto)
(d) Reinf rcements Philippeville
(North Africa)
A later message changed the »ort of groups (b),
(c) and (d) ,to Naples, =2 decision whi d to much further
correspondence (see paras 29-30)., Arry file P.A.
1-18-1:: Tels 78593, 78594, War O 1.0« Algiers,
13 Oct 43: Tel 7448, A, F.H.Q. to 1 15 Army
Group, 14 Oct 433 c.rst.t. £ile .3 Tel 1015,
AF.H.Q. to War Office and 15 Arnmy 43)%

¥ CJiH.Q. file 3/TIMBERWOLF/1/2: War Office to C,M.H.Q.
S.D, 2 T,, 4 Nov 43 states: "The choice of ports of disem-
barkation will be made by A.F.7.Q., and must depend chiefly
on the port at which ships are reguired".




17 Problems of equipment and port facilities were more
troublesome, The folloring message from General Eiscnhower

contains perhaps the best statement of A,F.H.Q.'s position:

. The aspect which causes mc most concern is
th: pressure I anticipate will be put upon .
. me bto got these troops into action at an
¢arly date, I cannot guarantece to do this
because :
First, ‘the equipment being released
in Siecily by .30 Corps and 50 and 51 -
British Divisions is already heavily
dedleted and a2lmost fully mortgaged as
reserves for the British forces now
engaged on the mainland who arc alrcady
drawing upon this supply almost as fast
as it can be moved up to then, We
already import e-uipment as fast as port
capacity will allow and this cquipment
is :Arrark:d for f ons already in
he 2 he stin

_the tl S B
gramme we have a
to take many wee
additio i

n

of Canﬁula c
additiorial shi
> in »norts undis

Second, a large proportion of the non
divisional troops will have to be
disembarked in North Africa for administrative
reasons, and will necessarily have to take

a low priority in the lonpg 1list of units

to be transported overseas to Italy, since
these prioritiss must be determined strictly
on an operational basils, For example, we
are now moving forward elements to complcte
units already in the field, service troops
to operate the lengthy L. of C, and vill
shortly begin large-scale movement of the
Strategic' Air Force whose medium bombers

are now operating at ecxtreme range.,

Third, the cquipment of 7 Armd Div does

not corresoond with that of Canadian
Armoured Divisions and a period of traini ng
will be essential to accustom the Canadians
to these new types. This a»nnlies particu-
larly to wireless equipment.

I ‘have elsborated these points because T
would like it made. clear in advance that
necessaril" th;r; will be & considerable
delay ipping the Canadians and
bring nto action.

(First Cdn Army file P.A. 1-18-1:
Tel NWAF 477, Algiers to Etousa
signed Eisenhower, 19 Oct 43)

The War Office, howe

v took a somewhat brichter view of
the situation,and Gane

liclaughton was able to resort that

1
D.C.T.C.8. had assured him that "the situetion is not as
that "necessary equipment will be

bad as anticipated" and




. .
. -
sl s
sent out from England. (Ibid: Tel G.S. 260, CANMILITRY
to DEFENSOR, Stuart from LecNaughton, 21 Oct 43)
i8. When the "TIM3ERWOLF" policy was decided upon, the

DJC

anadi“ﬁ troops in the lediterranean wore widely disperse
1 *Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Armd Bde were under command of
“1chuh Army and were about to move to the Adriatic Coast.
ddn a C.T.g. Ech, under the direction of Lt-Col D.K. Tow,
AA . oG werc with Headquarters 15 Army Group then
moving from 1011“ to Bari, and Cdn Scc G.H.Q.2 Zeh,with 1 Canadian
3ase Reinforcement Depot (1 C.2.R.D.) and the Canadian
Goeneral Hospitals,was locatcd near Dhiliﬁpcvillc in North
Africa, The expansion of the Canadian force was bound to
Increass the detail of administration on a long term poliey

and particularly so for the ensuing weeks of arrival and
re-equipment, These immediate and subsegqguent problems

could be solved best by concentrating the Canadian services

and maintaining them under a single conmand. Because of
his experience in the X;iiturzqn:"n theatre during the

Jl

arrangeiients for Operation "HUSKY Brigadier A.W. Beanent,
D.A.G, at C.} ,H.Q., was chosen for tnb task. (See Reonort

No, 126, paras 96-106, and W,D.,Cdn Sec 7.H.Q. 1 Ech, May
and June 1943). He was despatched with General Crerar's
advance party,which arrived in North Africa 24 Oct (see

para 31) in the interim, Colonel Tow was instructed to

warn Ma, -Gen G.G. Simonds, and ZBrigadier R,A. “yman, Comd

3 Cdu Armd Bde, of-the impending move and to make all
preparations in his nower, (First Cdn Army file P.A, 1-18-1:

Tel G.S., 2535, CANMILITRY to 15 Army Group for Tow, 14 Oct 43
and Tel G.S. 25::, same to same, 15 Oct 43)

19, As noted a*ovﬂ(in para 11),problems of policy and
personnel’ had also been causing some concern to the senior

Canadidn officers in the field, On 14 QOct 43, General
Simonds requested direction for the further opcrations of
his force stating that General hiontgomery, the EZighth Army
Comnander, had bzeen unable to give him information, A
telegram from the latter to General }McNaughton of 16 Oct
declared that he had "nover heard of TINZERWOLFY. He
recommended that Brigadicr vVokes, Comd 8 Cdn Inf 3de, should
be given command of Cdn Inf Div and that General Simonds
should command an armoured division - "He is a potential

(

Corps Comnaander,V (Ibid: Tel A.C.G. 21, to General !cNaughton
from General Simonds, 14 Oct 43; Tel C.S. 2177, C,.-in-C,
Middle East to War Office, McNaughton from lontgomery,

16 Oct 43). . General iclNaughton was now able to advise
Colonel Tow that General Simonds would get hls experience
with armoured troops in command of 5 Cdn Armd Div when 1t
arrived in the theatre, and he further forecast the advance=-
ment of Brigadler Vokes and 1t-Col 3B.M, Hoffmeister, 0.C.
Seaforth of C., to command 1 Cdn Inf Div and 2 Cdn Inf 2de
respectively.® (C.I'.H.Q. file 3/TIMBERWOLF/1/2: Tel G.S.
2552, CANMILITRY to <15 Army Group, for Tow from McNaughton,
16 Oct 43).

20, With the decision to increase the size of the Canadian
forces in the Mediterranecan and to continue their operations
there, the problem of the situation and organization of

Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 1 Ech became vital, The chicf command of

the theatre lay in A.F.H.Q. with General Eiscnhower at its
htad This organization was then located in North Africa
at Algiers, For operations in Italy, 15 Army Group under

X These officers had been dctually commanding the formations
named since 1 Oct. The "forecast" riust have been one
of confirmation. '




General Alexander had for a short period its main hesdquarters
near 3ari on the Adriatic Coast. Colonel Tow, who'was in
charge of Cdn Sec 1 Ech, was somewhat of a "commuter® and

had carried out his ﬂutzes chiefly by air travel,being
attached to Headquartsrs 15 Army Group and flying to Africa
or Sicily when necessary (sce para 18). As the advance

up Italy continued, however, the problems prescnted by
dispersal of personnul became more obvious and & new plan
for the administration of the Allied forces in Italy was
worked out. The administration s Cllun of Headquarters

15 Army Group was greatly recduccd and the appointment of
lfa jor-General in charge of Adminlstration was eliminated.,
"The administration services for the Army Group will be
under yajov—Gcncral Sir Brian Robertson who has orsanized
what will in e¢ffect ‘be an advanced A.F,H.Q. In name it
will not be Dart of Headguart: rs, 15 Army Group. (C.M.H.Q.
file 3/TIMBERWOLF/l: Tel A,G.A. 104, 15 Army Group %o
CANMILITRY, from Tow to lMcNaughton Rnd liontague, 16 Oct 435

27 o This new group (Advenced Administrative Ech A.F.H.Q.,
later A,C.M,F. and finally A,A,I,) was to be located in
Naples and was geographically north of main headquarters,

15 Army Group. Since Naples harbour was obviously designed
to replace North African ports in the landing of suposlies and

»
¥

rcinforcements for the Italian theatre during the coming
months - adequate port facilities could not be found south of
Leghorn - no better place could be chosen for the opcrations
of Cdn Sec 1 Ech, The difficulties lay in the status of

the headquarters and in liaison with the formatlons concerned.,
Colonel Tow recommended as follows: '

I am definitely of the opinion terms recference
Cdr Sec 1 Ech nust still be to 15 Army Group
though as a matter of mechanics section will
probably be located with General Robertson.

(Ibid)

22, General liontague discussed the situation with
Brigadier Beament before the latter left for the Mediterranean,
and sent a memo to General McNaughton which read as follows:

I am of the opinion that it is fundamental
(a) that this Ech, or at least a part of
it contain an 0.I.C., have tha status of
staff officers of a D,C,-in-C,, and that
the 0,I.C. have direct access to the D.C.-
in-G .

(b) that it would be in the highest degree
improvwdont to split G.H.Q. 1 Ech Into
e v two echelons. g )

\ It is therefor,my view that ... Cdn Sec
G.H3.2, 1 Ech should remsin accredited to
15 Army Group, though there scems to be no
doubt that under the changed method of
operating 15 Army Group the bulk at lsast
of the section will normally work physically
with General Robertson's headquarters.,

(Tbid: SaOl to G’oOoC."in"0n,
First Cdn Army, 17 Oct 43)

23 ¢ Thls suggestion was passed to the War 0ffice, who
signalled A.F.H.Q. and 15 Army Group as follows:
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1. Grateful your views concerning
functions Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 1 Ech after
arrival 1 Cdn COrps <.

Se Our view arrangement would be for

sec to be attached General Robertson with
one or two senior officers attached at

Corps H.Q. if thought necessary for liaison
throuzh 15 Army Group. Main responsibility

for Cdn liaison to revose in 1 Cdn Corps

H 31 -

4, Matter obviously one to be declded
on the s»not but knowledge of your views

would enable us to advise Cdn authorities
ara

CiL T e

Ibid: Tel 861, War Office to

A,F,H.Q., Pptd 15 Army Group,
23 Oct 43)

This was not acceptable to Brigadier Beament who declared
that: i

the suggestion that Cdn liaison should centre
on H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps was at the worst unworkable
and at best would result in Corps loocking over
its shoulder, Further if part of Cdn Sec G.H.2.
1 Ech were at Corps the work of that Sec would
be hampered, Gverything indicates (a)
necessity of the section remaining accredited
to 15 Army Group (b) that section will nor-
mally work with General Robertson's head-
quarters, liaison visits being, paid from there
if necessary.,
(Ibld: Tel 3847, A F.H.Qs to
CANMILITRY from Tow, 29 Oct 43)

24, The Canadian oninion was accepted by both AFH.Q.
and 15 Army Group and it was explained to C.M.H.Q. by
Brigadier Beament that the move to Nanles did not in any

way interfere with lieison with 15 Army Group, As long

as that body remained at Sarl therc were direct lines and
several daily planes and when it moved to Caserta in
November 1943 it was less than an hour's jeep ride from
Naples, o Canadian personnel were actually statloned

with Headquarters 15 Army Group but particularly after the
setting up of Canadian Gsneral Hospitals in Caserta there

was no lack of officers in Naples prepared to make liaison
runs, which for some time included an attendance at a daily
conference., (C 2 .H.Q. File 1/TIM Admin/l: Tel G.S. 2706,
CANMILITRY to Adv Adm Ech A.F.H.Q., ) Nov 43; Tel A.C.G. 27,
FLAMBO to CANMILITRY; 4 Nov 43 and D,0. letter Beament to
Montague, 4 Nov 43)

25, It may be noted at this point that no change in the
functions of Cdn Sec 1 Ech was attampted, These were
originally laid down during a conference at A.F.H.Q.
Cairo on 10'May 43, when Brigadisr Beament obtained the
following understanding:

He @
3

The Cdn Staff elt will advise the principal
British staff officers concerned in relation
to difference between Cdn practice and British
practice and will act 2s a liaison elt between
the Cdn services authorities in the U.X. and




the British C.-in-C. Head of the Cdn Sec
mist, 1f necessary, have direct acecess to
the C.-in-C. to represent the views of the
" Cdn’ authorities in the U.X, or the Cdn
Service Comd in the field on matters of
Cdn pecllicy or interest, It was agreed >
that ... Colonel Tow ... should be
accredited to force 141 at present and
to General Alexander's HQ when it should
be set up by whatever name it should be
known. Since it was undesirable to have
miltiplicity of Cdn representation it was
agreed that although Colonel Tow would
normally work with force 141, he must have
freo and immedlate access to all the HQs
which may be concerned witlh Cdn business,
It was also agreced that Colonel Tow would
have the right to direct comn with the: Cdn
service authoritles in the U.K.

W.D,., Cdn Sec G.H.Ys 1 Ech,
June 1943: ALAppx 4)

26, C.M,H.Q. approved this agreemsnt and c onferred the
following additionzl responsibility on Cdn Sec 1 Ech:

Aithin the limits lald down from time to tims

to take executive 'and adminis:ra‘i"o action

regarding the control of personnel of the

Canadian forces in the fi :1d, not being

forces directly und:r the command of the Cdn

force commander. '

: : (Ibid: Appx 2,Montague to War'

CIIICG, n.d.;

27 « The War Off'ice agreced to these functions and suggested
that Cdn Sec 1 Ech, should be located 'at A,F.H.Q., but the
Canadian desire for some forward attachment was granted and
no attempt to alter its status appears to have been made,

(Ibid: Tel 92519, S.D. S5A TROOPERS to FREEDOM, 24 Jun 43
and Tel 4996, A.F.H.Q. to TROOPERS, 26 Jun 43)
28, Lisison with A7 ., H.Q.,which remained in Algiers,

could not be solved in this simple fashion,and on his arrival
': the lediterranean theatre, General Crerar advised that a
permament detachment should remain in North Africe He
rcconnended Brigadier N.B, HacDonald, A.D.Q.M,.G,., C.H.I 2
who became A.D.Q.M.Gs (Liaison) for Cdn Sec 1 Ech, Brigadier
MacDonald arrived on 5 Hov 43 and "ﬁmained in Algiers until
May 1944 with a small tu”ﬂﬁlCll staf (C.i.HQs File
3/TIMBERWOLF/1: ‘Tel A,2078, A.F.H.Q. “to War Offico, C . J.H.Q.,
Crerar to McNaughton, 2J Oct 433 Tel A,3968, CANMILITRY to
A.F.H.Q. (for Beament) and Tel 3379, A.F.H.Q. to CANMILITRY,
Montague fraom Beament, both 28 Oct 43). This orgenization
of Cdn Sec 1 Ech continued in Naples until June 1944 when the
staff was moved to Rome with Headquartors AAT.

29, The next step in bringing the Canadian bage units

forward to the mainland was taken while the first convoy was
still at sea, Officers from Cdn Sec 1 Ech made & reconnaissance
of the Avellino area and pronounced the accommodation suitable.
The ships of the first "TIMBERWOLF" convoy had various des-
tinations as dictated by A,F,H,Q, policy, and four vessels

were directed to land at Haples (see para 16), It so

happened that these carrisd re inforcements for the first flight
and for the formations already in Italy,and it was A,F.H.Q.

intention that they would be trans-shipped to Philippav1lle
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and later brought back to the mainland when needed by the
field formations. Brigadier Beament therefore suggested
that Canadian troops landing in Naples should remain in

that area and that the rest of ths Cdn Sec 2 Ech and C.B.R.D.
units should be brought forward as soon as possi>lc,

Some objections were raised with regard to accommnodation
and shinping priority but the :Canadians were willing to
accept the minimum of buildings and offered to operate
largely in tented accommodation until the buildings at
Avellino could be sufficiently repaired for occupation.
(C.M.H.Q., file 1/TIN Admin/l: D.O, letter Beament to
Montague, 4 Nov 43 and enclosed therewith Beament to D.A.G.,
AJF. HQ., 3 Nov 43)

30, The documents concerning the adoption of this policy
arc somewhat confused.  Brigadler Beament in reporting to
London explalns the plan as outlined above and concludes

with the following postscript. "I have heard that General
Robertson now agrees with my views, Consequently our
personnel will be trans-shipped to PHILIPPEVILLE from

NAPIES PBic)". Since it was found nscessary to gsend some
1600 of the Canadian personnel landing in Naples back to

North Africa, the matter appears to have been settled by
some sort of compromise, The main policy - that of moving
the Canadian rear establishments forward - was firm, and

Cdn Sec 2 Ech left Philippeville 4 Dec 43, copening in

Avellin ten days later, l C.B.R.D. followed up on 27 Dec 43
and became part of 1 C,B.R.Gp which was set up in Avellino
area when "TIMBERWOLF 1" arrived on 10Q Nov 43, The
"agreement" of General Robertson may have referred to the
retention of the advance party of Cdn Sec 2 Ech and
1 C.B.R.Gp in Naples rather than their trans-shipment to
North Africa, (¢.M.H.A, file 1/A.A.I. Gen/1l: Tel A.C.
FLAVMBO for CANDEX to CANMILITRY, 3 Dec 43, and Tel A.C.G
same to same, 20 Dec 43; see also w.D., Cdn Sec G 0
28 Oct 43) . A

31, Ieaving the staff at C.Ii.H.Q. to complete the details
of smbarkation, -Lt-Gen Crerar set out for the lediterranean
area with a selected group of his senior officers, The
nersonnel of the party were arranged in two groups as follows:

The first party, leaving Paddington at 0205 hours,

20 Oct 43 -

Lt-Gen Crerar Comd

Brig Lister Dl T QNG

Brig Beament 03I.C. Cdn Sec 1 Ech
Col Bennett D.D.0.S.

Lt-Col Elwocod A.D,0.S,

Maj Blythe D.AJD:0.S,

Lieut Hennel A DB

The second party, leaving at 0905 hours 21 Oct 43 -

Brig McCarter B.G.S.

Col McQueen D.D.3:T,

Lt-Col Cunningham G.5.0. I (1 Cdn Cormns)
Lt-Col Roaf Ao MG

Maj Whelpton D.:
Maj Baird G2
3

(S-D-) IT‘-'.E‘:.},- l ECh
Capt Carstairs o« Q%4

(First Cdn Army file.P.,A., 1-18~1l: ;
Arriy Comrander's Momo of 20 QOct 43;
wW.D., Lt-Gen Crorar, 20 0ct 43 ff)
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Flying was delayed by bad weather until 24 Oct, when an
early start was made and both parties rcached Algiers in
the early afternoon after a short halt at CGibraltar, On
25 0Oct conferences were held at A, ' ,H.Q. to discuss the
problem of re-equipping 1 Cdn Corps., (Only very brief
notes exlst concerning this conference which apnarently
brought disclosures somewhat embarrassing to all parties

| concerned ), General Crerar records that:

| It became irmediately apnarent that no
practical basis for the re-eguipment of
Cdn Corps Tps; from [sic] some weapons
and MT etc., of 30 Corps obtained.

Demands of 15 Arny Group had alre%iy re-

2 ; sulted in the disappearance of a considerable
portion of equipment which 30 Corps had taken
to SICILY. Incidentally, many units of
30 Corps had landed on Assault or Light Scales
and had never recgived their full ¢ 1098 issues
« -+ General Gale thiof Administrative Officer
AJF.H.Q.) was informed ... that the situation
as found was not that which had been represented
to H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps on our departurc from
ENGLATD and was most disappointing, General
Gale indicated that War Office had been
informed of the equipment situation by AFHQ

" although I gathered that this had been done
only a few days before our arrival and after
decision to. dospatch had been taken, General
Gale went on to say that in light of the
existing situation, the only solution he saw
was to allot some 15 ships iIn the December
maintenance convoy (which he thought he could
spare) to transport Cdn cquipment requirements.

(W.D., Lt-Gen Crerar, 25 Oct 43)
It was apparently in view of this complication of the esquip-

ment problem that General Crerar proposed Brigadicr hacDonald
to act as Canadian ligison officer at A.F,H.Q. (see para 28) .%

¥ In referring to this and subsequent confercnces, the
AQN.G, 1 Gdn Corps (Lt-Col - later Brigadier - W.G.H. Roaf)
wrote on the attitude of A.F.H.Q. towards the arrival of
1l Cdn Corps and 5 ‘Cdn Armd in the Central Medliterranean:

o=
F""'
<

.+« The fact that thsy were actually coming,
vithout other ecuipment than their porsonal

kit and weapons, was accecpted and the confercnce
did outline the »lan for re-mobilization of both
fu.“athﬁS. But it was early apperent that we
would have to force ‘the pace to obtain ecqulpment
and prepare both formations for operations as
soon &8 possible, This impression was further
t“fngth:n‘d by my personal conversation with
certaln staff officers at AFHQ ... Thelr reactio
was one of surprise that we shonld be coming at

all, and incredulity tha* wg should be coming
almost completely unequipoed,

-
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Sec file Italy: 1944/1 Ccdn
s/R/F, Docket 13 Letter Lt-Col
te Historical Officer, 1 Cdn

s, 2 Mar 44)

! 3

m
s




- 34 ®
32, The conferences and later mectings of "Q" (A.E.)
(Brit) and D.D.C.S. 1 Cdn Corps worked out lists of the

T N

equipment and vehicles needed by H.Q. and 1 Cdn Corps
Troops &nd agreed on a rough figure of 3500 vehicles,
The general decision was that:

(a) "B" vyehicles (excl motorcycles) and ccrtailn
items of equipment unavailable or in-short
supply in this theatre would come from
U.K.

(b) "A"™ vehicles, guns, motorcycles and other
G.1098 equipment will be supplied in
this theatre.
(Ibid: and W.D., Cdn Sec G.H.Q.
1 Ech, 25 Oct 43)

Apparently it was decided to ignore the residue of vchicles
relinquished by 30 Corps, for a War Office letter listing
the vehicles to be sent specified them as follows:

3350 vehicles for Canadians will be provided,
all on wheels.

Types included ¥n total have been calculated
on the following basis:-

(a) Unit vehicles for all units (less
5 Gdn Armd Div) given my 78594 of
13 Oct and 79197 of 15 Oct. (These
messages refer to the complete
Canadian force despatched and not
only to the formations being sent
out which .had no counterpart units
returning to the U.K.)

(b) Grand total 3350 made up by inclusion
jeeps 200 and trucks 15 cwt. 220,

(C. . H.). file 3/TIMBERWOLF/1/2:
Tel 84170, War Office to AJF.H.Q.,
30 Oct 43; First Cdn Army file
PA., 1=-18=1: Tels 78593 and

78594, War Office to A.F.H,Q.
ALGIERS, both of 13 0Oct and

Tel 79197, same to same, 15 Oct 43)

35. The detail of the equipment needed was set out in
a telegram of 2 Nov 43 in which A.F.E.Q. requested that the
War Office:

Ship requirements of following categories of
stores to complete A,F.G. 1098 scale for all
units less 5 Cdn Armd Div ... priority of
shipment as follows:

(a) Tools and machinery for R.C.4.5.C.
and R,E.ll.E. Workshops and L.A,Ds.

(b) Comnlete scale of spare parts and
assemblies for Ordnance Field Parks,
R.C.A.S.Ce 2nd R.E.}M.E. Workshops
and L.A.Ds. and units first aid
M.T. outfits,




(e) All signal equipment excl of D class
cable Special urgency for —ireless
sets Nos 12 and 33. Charging sets,
telephones. and switch-boards,

(£) All controlled stores.

(g) All medical and dental equipment
required to complete the force,

A request that the equipment be packed in the vehicles assigned
to the units concerned could not be complied with since the
vehicles were being sent from ordmance dspots and were not

the vehicles turned in by the Canadian formations (C.M.H.Q.

file 3/TIM3ER™OLF/1/2: Tel 5274, A.F.H.2. to War. Office,

2 Nov 43; Tel 85818, Wwar Office to A, F.H.Q., 4 Nov 43),

Some of them in f“t were British types and many efforts were
made before it was possible ‘to get the Cangiinn force back
into Canadian-type vehicles (seec para 63) &

4. Leaving Brigadier Becament at iAlgiers to comnlete
arrangements for equipment and to struggle with the problems
of sorting out and re-routing the Canadian personnel arriving
in the 'irst flight (see paras 29-30), General Crerar pro-
ceeded to Sicily, where he inspected th, accommodation at
Taormina for Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps and that in surrounding arecas

for Corps Troops. On 29 Oct he went forward to Headquarters
15 Arny Group, at Bari, spoke with Maj-Gen T.W. Richardson,
C.G S., and then proceeded to Campomarino (near Termoli)
where he met General iontgomery and discussed plans for the

future employment of 1 édn Corps. The meeting held great

¥ C.M,H.Q. file 3/TIMBERWOLF/1l: Tel 80358, War Office to
FREEDOM, AIGIERS of 19 Oct 43, stated that "Cenadians have
agrged to use British type "4% and "B" yeh hicles," But
C.M.H.Q, file P,A, 1=-18-1: Ilemo Cunnington (P._. to G.0.C.)
to Army Comd, 29 Oct 43, notes as follows:

"Para 2, "far Office pPOpcszs Cc.,H,H.Q. provide
Canadian vehicles For Cdn "Timberwolf" excl
Cdn Armd Div} on gr‘unis that if complete
vehicles are to be from UK Cdn types would be
more suitable for “uJ 1n~tu. Vehicles shipped
to North Africa wcould be credited against our
commitment to provide vehluleu for returning

British units and our net position would be
unchanged ,”

A script note on the above memorandum over the initials of
General licNaughton reads, "Accept arrangement indicated in
para 2." The request from the War Office and a reply
based on General McNaughton's note are both missing from
the above file but there is sufficient evidence that the
policy was carried out.

Colonel Bennett, D.D.0.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps states that
"these Cdn vehs were very ra_id ¥y shipned fPO“ England.
(Eist Sec file Italy: 1944/Cdn r“s/Q/ . cket I,
?The Re-equipping of 1 Cdn Sor;s and S5 Cdn h-.d Div in
the Central Mediterransan Theatre, OcCt 40 -~ Feb 4240
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significance, On 28 Oct General Montgomery had written to
General Alexander as follows:

U640 personal for General ilexander from
General Montgomery: "Please send Commandsr
Canadian Corons to see me at Tac Army at
CLMPOMARINO on 30 Oat, or whenever he

arrives. ‘When T havc explained matters
I will send him on to 1 2dn Div. Important
hat

polnt to make quite clear to him 1s ¢
I cannot aczent a Cdn Cor: H.Q. inm

)
k el e -
Army at present and that uhq Corps H.Q.

and Corps Trcoﬂs must assemble in North
\frica or Sic

:|..|

ly and wait there until
shﬁooing and maintenance siﬁuariﬁn allow
of their bbing brought over. 5 Cdn Armd Div
can release 7 Armd Div in due uuursc, but
will be quite unaule tc operate as a div
for some months."

(]

(Hist Scc file Italy: 1943/Eighth
Army/C/F,; T.D., G S. Branch,
Mein J.t. Eighth Army, October

- 1943, Appx "z")

In General Crerar's diary only the following note appears:
Montgomery has forecast a regrouping of his
forces early in the new year which will
probably require the addition of another
Corps Headquarters with suitable formations
under command, 1 Cdn Corps "roul*1 prospectively
fit into this picture. General Mont gomery
very complimentary concerning accomnllshnbnta
of 1 Cdn Inf Div,.
(".D., Lt-Gen Crerar, 28-29 Oct 43)

35, After talks with General Simonds and Brigadier Vokes
at Campobasso, General Crerar returned to Headquarters 15 Army
Group and had a short conference with General Alexander,
during which the C.-in-C.

indicated his intention cf moving 1 Cdn Corps
and also 10 Corps to Eight th Army area within
next few weeks, He describaed his difficulties
owing to reduction in Mediterranean theatre
of landing craft and landing ships, Showed
, himself in complete sympathy with ?sirﬁ of
' Canadien Government to bring all Cdn vrc*s

in this area under cormmand HSQ . 1g¢ ’
at earliest possible dats,

(Ibid, 1 Hov 43)

General Crerar then returned to Sicily and continued pre-
parations for the arrival of the first flight,

36 4 While preparations
_buiterranoan for the rece
of departure were being off en
There were the usual las* Jd,ute
about equipment and baggage part
problem of security, but these 4

re being carried out in the

on of the Canadians the details
tly organized in =ngland.
changes in personnel, worries

les and the ever pre sent
ifficulties were mastered and




r-—_————
' | : 2 W e

from the 23rd to the 26th Canadian forces converged on the
"s2orts of embarkation and boarded the walting ships, Nearly
.21l unlt diaries speak with deep feelling of the excellent
quali{y of the food which was provided on shipboard -
-chicken, eggs and white bread were particularly apsreciated
after years on British wartime rations. The prospect

of seasickness could easily be forgotten in the immediate
pleasures of repletion, the joys of relaxing on deck and
the always inspiring sight of a convoy assembling, On

28 Oct the convoy had formed up and the voyage proper
commenced., (%.D., G.S. Branch, H.2. 1 Cdn Corps; A. & Q.
Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps; G.S. Branch H.Q, 5 Cdn Armd Div;
H.Q, 11 Cdn Inf Bde; H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde: and Cdn Sec
G.HsUle 2 Ech (C.K.F.), October 1943)

37 ¢ Rough weather was sncountered during the first few
days on the North Atlantic and the usual discomforts of
convoy life were experienced to a greater or less_degree
decending on the efficiency of the ships' staffs.® On
all ships the usual emergency drills were cdarriled out and
training sohedules were prepared with the chief emphasis
being placed on P.T. and lectures which sought to prepare
2ll ranks for the new conditions of life which they were
to meet in the new theatre. Because. of the restrnicted
area for training of a more vigorous nature. henlth talks
and classes in Italian were in high priority. as the
convoy progressed further south, the weather greatly
improved and 2ll enjoycd the oprnortunity for sun-bathin 2
and the relaxation of restrictions concerning clothing.®™®
(Ibid, para 12) e A

58 o Evon before the convoy passed through the Straits

of Gibraltar on 4 Nov there were submarine alerts, but no ;
cffective enemy action took place until 1830 hours on

6 Nov 43,when a group of enemy torpcdo bombers estimated to

be twelve in number attacked the convoy off the North African
coast, Although the convoy'!s gunners sent up cffective fire
and clailmed threec enemy planes down, the torpedo bombers

got a direct hit on S.S, "Santa Elena", which carricd among
othor units, Nursing Sisters of 14 Canadian General Hospital
and elements of Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 2 Ech. Reports on other
vesscls damaged ranged from onc to four in the war diaries,
consulted, but thc finnl seore appears to be tho "Santa Elena®
hit and abandoned, the S.S. "Marnik van St. Aldczonde"
damaged, subsequently sunk, wlith no Canadian personnel aboard,
and -U,S. Destroyer "Beatty" sunk. (C.M.H.Q. file, 18/AAI/
1/2: Tel 8755, A.F.H.Q., to CANMILTTRY, 8 Nov 43), The

¥ Comments on.such administrative matters appear as appendices
to the War Diaries of units and formations concerncd.
The most critical arc those concerning the arrangements
on U,S,A,.T, "Edmund B, Alexander", (Ww.D., G.S. Branch,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, November 1943: Appx 2)

X¥ Even when the men were allowed to appear in shirt sleeves
they were displeased because this cntailled stripping of
web to provide belts (braces were taboo), The normal
struggle between the le tter of the law and the comfort
of the troops vas in full swing. All units mentioned
the first use of mepacrine a2s an anti-malarial protcction
and no reports of unpleasant reaction apnear,
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"Santa Elena"™ was gabandoned within t»o hours and most of

the Canadian personnel were picked up by U.S.S. "lonterey",
which stood by for survivors until shortly after midnight,
vhen a submarine alarm sent it off to Philippevi}_le.K The
remainder of the Canadians vere rescued by destroyers which
circled the ship and at one time attempted to run alongside

it - only to be prevented by the high-running seas, Discipline
among the troops aboard the "Santa Elena" was reported to be
excellent and officers checked the ship before leaving; but
the ship's crew seems to have played only a minor part in the
operation, even requiring assistance from bhe Nursing Sisters
in rowing the lifeboats. The male -personnel made ‘the ,trans-
fer by life rafts and were fortunate.ln having reolatively:
warm water for their impromptu naval opération. .(W.Ds, as
in para 36, Novembor 1943)%%

-

® Canadian.personnel on S.3. "Santa Elena" wero as follows:

] Officers ORs

2 Echelon . 5 3-8
8 Dental Coy Ak ' 24 25 p-80
Educ Serv 2 C.B.R.D. il 15
5 Rft Bn (less 5 Coy) 70 903
HQ Group-C.3.RD 8 26
HQ. 1 L. of C. Provost 1 6
1l Group Postel Unit 2 36
53 L, of C, Section - 16
Cdn 1 Echelon 12 30
& F.S5.U. 2 9
4 F.S5.U, 2 9
1 Bacteriological Laboratory 1 5
1l Hygiene Laboratory 1 5
1l Adv Depot Medical Stores | 10
1l Dental Stores 2 3 5
14 Field Security Sectlon 1 14
14 General Hospital 144 245

(inel 101 Nursing Sisters) ;
2 Graves Registration Unit 3 9

6 Rft Bn 56 -
333 1496

(W.D., Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 2 Ech
(N.A.)., November 1943)

¥k The diary of "A" party of Cdn Sco G.H.Q. 2 Ech (C.M.F.)
contains the following relevant and interesting defails:

Life boats containing tho Nursing Sisters were
lowered into the water and rowed away., From the
stern were heard several orders and counter-
manding orders regarding the lowering of lifec
rofts into the water ... some time later it

was realized by those near the bow of the

vessel that personnel in the stern had almost
all left although no order to abandon ship was
heard in the bow, The last officers, including
Captain Davy 'and Licutenants Crossland and
McInnes after asccertaining that there wore no
other ranks on board, went down the scramble
nets into the sea and swam to the nearcst

raft,

(W.D., "A% Party Cdn Sce G.H.Q.
2 Ech (C.M.,F.), 6 Nov 43)
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39. The U.S,S. "lionterey" romained in Philippeville
during 7 Nov and some survivors were landed, but the
Wﬂ30“1tv remained on board and lcft next day for Naples.
During the late aftcrnoon of the 7th they witncssed thg
end of the "Santa Elena", vhich had beecn ruoccupied by a
skcleton crew and was being towed into Philippeville
harbour. ; Loy

By 1745 hours she had rcached a position
betweeon the "Monterey" and the shorc and
approxinately one mile from land, ‘then
the tug stopped and she lost momentum sho
was scon to begin to settlc by the stern,
Gradually the stern sank tlll the ship vas
in an upright position with only the bow
out of the water, Then she hecled ‘over on
tho port sidec and disappcared from vicw,

(7.De, "A" Party, Cdn Soc G.H.Q.
2 Ech (C.,lf.F.), 7 Nov 43)

40, The Canadian administration was now faced with the
rcplacement of thé stores carried by the "Santa Elcna™ and
the personal equipment of all Canadinns on board, This
problcecm was complicated by the lack of detailed information
about the contents of the ship and the uncertalinty of the
extent of avail&bility of local supplies, Lists of units
and cquiovment werc scnt by air from the United Kingdom and
satisfactory arrangoments —ore made for the reoplacement of
stores, (C.M.H.Q. file 3/TIMBERJOLF/1/2: Tol Cdn O2E/
2021 to CANMILITRY from MacDonald, 8 Nov 43, and Tcl 9359
AF . H.Q., to CANMILITRY, 11 Nov 45; C.M.H.Q. filo 1/TIN
Admin/l: Tel Q.1".Gs 3423 CANMILITRY to FRZEDOM for CANDEX,
9 Nov 43, and Q.M.G, 3435 same to samc, 13 Nov 43) e
Pcrsonal cquipment and clothing for officers and' nursing .
sisters presented a somewhat more diffiﬁult probhlom, AJT.Se
clothing for the lattcr was scnt from C.M,H 25 and British
officers!? shops wore able to moct ‘most of thu requirements
of the former. Onc -important change recsulted from this
incident - a modification of Article 778, F.R., & I. (0)
which madc -1t poessiblc for offlicers in the ficld to obtain
compcnsation for loss of pcrsonal equipment duc to cnemy
action without first producing cvidencc that replaec *ﬂnt

had been required, (v.D., Cdn Sec G,H.Q. 1 Ech, 24 Nov 43)

41, The units of the first flight complcted their
disembarkation without furthcr unfortunate incidents and
the chief formatlions were located as follows:

¥ Another account.states that the tor ropc parted and
that the hcavy soas smashéd one of the few surviving
bulkheads . The weather was so bad that only a few
small boats were able to make shore and the' larger
vessels were forced to stay away from tho docks,
(V.D., Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 2 Ech (N.,i1.) Novembor 1943)

X% Arrangemonts worc madc to have 94 nursing sisterst
uniforms madc up in Naples by Italian tailors "subjoct
to the supply of material, thread and buttons in the
U.K."* Examination of the War Diary of 14 Cdn Gen
Hosp for January and February 1944 produccs no further
evidence that this cxpedicnt wes adopted, (7.D., Cdn
Sce G.H.Q. 1 Ech, January 1944)
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H.Q. 2and 1 Cdn Corps Troops Toormina, Mossina
and surrounding
arca (in Sicily)

H.Q, 5 Cdn Armd'Div j . Afragola, ncar
H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf 3de ) Naples
gdn: Soe GH.Q: 1 Eeh Naples

Cdn Sec G.H.Q. 2 Ech (C.M.F.) Avellino
l CQB .R -Gp 4 .LVullino

In addition, a number of small units, medical groups and
rcinforcements werce landed in Africa and werc not able to
come forward for somc time. The storics of discmbarkation
presented in war dlaries indicated that preliminary
arrangements had been adequate and that accommodation was
satisfactory if not luxurious, Hcadquarters 1 Cdn Corps
in the Hotel San Domenico:at Taormina had very plcasant
quarters,_with a magnificent view which in times of peaco
had attracted interhationdl tourists. After a very fow
days of disorganization and re¢laxation while baggage and
cquipment were being brought forward, the units seottled
dowvn to routinec administration and to such limitocd training
as was possible with only pcrsonal equipment and & bare
minimum of transport obtained from British Ordremee Dopots.
C

VISIT OF THE MINISTER OF NATION.L DEFENCE,22 NOV - 5 DEC 43

42, + No' sooner had the units of "TIMBEROLF- 1" arrived °
and scttled in thelr new areas than tho Canadian troops in
the Fediterrancan were wvisited (between 22 Now and 5 Dec 43)
by the Honourable J.L, Ralston, Minister of National

Dcfence, Whilco this visit was apparently a routine inspcection
of the mewcomers' and a norale-builder for the men who had
alrecady spent six months 'as Canzda's only combatant forco,

it ras also an occasion for conference at a high level on
matters of policy affecting 1 Cdn Corps and First Cdn Army.
(v.D., Lt-Gen Crurar, 22-30 Nov 43). Arriving at Bari on

22 Nov thv Minister went first to Vasto where he mot General
Montgomery and discussed the policy of employing the Canadian
troops in Italy, He then visited 1 Cdn Armd Bdec, addressing
thc men of 11 and 12 Cdn Armd Regts and proccedad on the
afternoon of 23 Nov to Campobasso where H.Q., 1 Cdn Inf Div
was set up, After inspecting the other ranks' rest centre,
the "Beaver Club", Col Ralston had dinncr with General Vokes,
Next day, in spite of heavy rain he made the rounds of the
battalions of 1 and 2 Cdn Inf Bdes and the regimcnts of

1 Cdn Inf Div Aptillery less 1 Cdn Fd Regt, R.C.H.A., who
were as usual in supuoru of 3 Cdn Inf Bdec, On the 25th he
inspected the R,CA.S.C., R.€.0,C, 2nd Medical Units with

1 Cdn Inf Div and had tea with the representatives of the
Canadian press, concluding the day at a complimentary

banquet tendered by the Italian Provineial Governor, (Ibid;
War Diaries of *formations concerned) wA -t :

43, 5 Cdn, Inf Bde werc next on the linistert!s 1list,

and since they were in the line on the Upper Sangro,he met
the officers at brigade headquarters on 26 Nov and visited
the headquarters of West N.S.R.,fron whose 0,P, he observed’
the front and the operations then in progrcss. He also
saw some of the batteries of 1 Cdn' Fd Regt R.C.AL The
following day he returncd to Main Headquartors, EightH Army
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and thence to Headquarters 15 Army Group where he had 2 talk
with General Alexander who was 111 with jaundice. about
this timc the Minister started to suffer from an infocted
tooth for which he reccived treatment at 5 Cdn Gen Hosp.
Until 30 Nov he remained near Corps Headquarters in Sicily
and spent his time on official correspondence and in con-
ferences with Generals Stuart and Crerar. On the last day
of the month he addressed thec troops at Taormina and next
morning he set out by plane for Naples where ho met General
Simonds in the middle of »plans for the move of his headquarters
to Altamura. Troops of 11 Cdn Inf Bde were inspected on
the 1lst and of 5 Cdn Armd Bde' on 2 Dec., Having sccen most
of the Canadian field formations in Italy the Minister flew
back to Catanla in Sicily on 3 Duc, addresscd’' the troops at
Acireale, Tonia and Messina, and aftcr spending the night

at Taormina was taken to sec the battle ground in the area
Agira - Leonfortc where 2 Cdn Inf Bde had experienced heavy
fighting. The yisits conded with an inspecctien of the
Canadian Military Cemeteory at Agira and on & Dec the official
perty left for the United Kingdom by plane. (" Dey, Lt=Gen
Crcrar, 26 Nov = 5 Dec 43)

THE EQUIPPING OF 5 CDN ARMD DIV e

44, The declsion to re~-equip 5 Cdn Armd Div from 7 (Brit)
Armd Div was taken at a high lcvel (seec para 4) but there
worc m3—y problems -which arose in carrying out the programme
on the ground, The first concernecd the question of estab-
lishments. There were official differcnces betwecen the
scales and types of equipment as laild do~n for Canadian
armoured divisions and British armoured divisions in the
Middle East (see para 17), A further difflculty arose

from the fact that the British formation, which had been
fighting for many months,had madc substitutions and improve-
ments in thelr establishment to such an extent that the
Canadinns trying to make an accounting rcnorted that "the
Descrt Rats! have a T,E., of their own, It appears during
the last two years.of fighting that thecy have becn so
successful that they have been in a position to demand
cxactly what they want in both persomnel and vchicles and
considerable difficulty is being cxpericecnced in the taks
over", (".D.sy, HQ. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 12 Nov 43), This
possible excess of vehiclcs was of course hardly a problen
and might have beon turned to the Canadians' advantagce

Onz formation notes that although the Canadians wcre to

get equipment on the Canadian W,E., the srrangcement was to be
'Bub ject to unofficial variation". (v.D., A.& Q, Branch,
HQ. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 11 Nov 43), The actual procecdurc

was "to have a barracks hand-over, —ith everything surplus

to be turned in to ordnance and for everything deficicnt ...
Eto] put in demands to the Italian Ordnance Depots."

Bennett, op clt)

45, ~ A third problem was onc of Canadian origin, and
was oxplained by General Simonds:

Matthews (my A.,A, & Q.M.G.) tells me that
the establishments sent by Corps -to S.D.
15 Army Group arc not the latest for the
Cdn firmd Div - that additions have been
authorized that arc not shown, This is
articularly important in the case of
signals - our cstablishment as at precsent




shown does not provide sufficient pérsonnel to man
the required sets. My 0.C. Sigs and 4.Q. inform
me that the necessary changes and additions had been
authorized before they left England. The process
has bscome one of more or less direct barter with
7 (Brit) Armd Div. I am taking their equipment
and mzzln" ngAStxp”tu as nearly &s hO““lbl“ to our
scales. will th sort out the whecle business
in the tr”1“Lng &re&. ;
5 (Hist Sec file Italy: 1943/
1l Cdn Corps: GOC/E:: MS
Letter Simonds to.Crerar,
15 Nov 43)
46 . At first the transfer of was ecarried oub

directly between thc units concérned basis similar to
a barracks hend-over, compony ta cormany (Bennett, op cit).
H.8. 11 Cdn Inf 3de tock over ﬁvvi3* 13 =:14 Nov from H.Q.
131 Inf Bde, and H.Q. 5 Cdn armd Bde collected from.22 Armd

Bde on 17 -~ 18 Nov. ancillery ;ni supporting units

received their transport a4 ng the latter part of November,

and the remainder of the -equipment, which 7 i4armd Div retained
i 1 ted and distributed by

until they left Italy, was collcct
i I ] Armd Div. As
applied to
were ' supplied
(Sec-pera 63
= 4 ._\j\.,.C, Noyern ber 1943
Even this equipuient, was retained 1h-‘,:_'; for on
26 Nov 5 Cdn Armd Rde “epproximately 65% of
the vehicles taken over, from 22 2de -will be turned in
for use by other. trocops in Ops', and the noxt day the 'saie
formation reported that "some of the 3-ton trucks which are
to be given up to 10 Coprps were drawn from us today. The
rest will go tomorrow”. (W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 26 =~
27 Nov 43)

47. The complaints against the vechicles taken over from
7 Armd Div fell into two categorices:

(2) type - there werc too many 4 x 2 vechicles = i.:., they
wero + d-wheel Avd .
were not 4-wheel arivye;

(3 IR 2 e At e el 2 7 s 3 3 - - % T

(o) condition - ney were ccnsidered not battle worthy.

nterview with Brigadicr N.B.

MacDonald, C.B.E., at Algiers,

The condition of the vchicles 1ot much to be desirod. Tho
Ir R.C. diary for 17 ilov 43 doclares that "none of them arc
now and somc. of them have seen long service in the African .
canpaign®, An R.C.0.C. officor states that: "We found

that daily maointonance and first line recpairs had been

largely neglcocted and that much sceeond line rngir work was
outstanding.’ (Fist Sec filo, Ttaly luuu/ll nf Bde/R/F:
The Ré-cquipping of the llth Cdn
13'Ian 44, & Roport to The Hist Oi'r I Cdn tcrps by Cept
3tewart, R.C.0.C. 73 I D ' ) :

ay S o Cdn Armnd
RAdcs Crt'! 18 oD 11 11 =% 1 " ~ 3 - 1 } +
bae 1%iclsnm was cqually ocutspolken WAvVancs parwcy
reported on 29 Nov that, iworls i trying to
cffect running rcpairs on vchi \rmd Bde',
A \ _ o T PR 2 are A = 3
ind the main group who arrived cmphatic that
'they are in very poor ceonditi mcnts of
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5 Cdn Armd Div moved overland ©
reportecd frequent delays, more
than to the

Thé move to ALTANUR!
numbecr of n_vMu_ovr*

nature of Italian high

o Altamura their War:Diarlecs
duc to vehiele breakdowns

i phwnra

P.\..;CJV»I'J scrvices SuppRd t
11 Cdn Inf Bde) and thec \ (s
Of the magnitude of the rocovery 1 only this
can bo.said: the 11.Cdn Int Zdu n.d.w._. facilities
kaod for over threce woolks to rccover brolkon down
s to the ALTAMNURA arcu.

48, the middlc of Dc

Ds. H.Q. 5 Cdn
(C Highrs,

comber 5 Cdn Armd Div had a full

M.T. inspcction bascd on A.F.G.857. The results of this
showcd that out of approximotcly 250 "B" class vchicles only
cight per cent wcrc considorcd to be Class 1. The remainder
were rated as follows: Class 2, 10 per cunt; Class 5, 35 per:
cent; Class 4, 25 per cent; Class & and 6, 2 por ccnte. A
similar inspecction of "A" vchicles showeod & somcwhat botter
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the naturc of tho
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ntage

I Cf tho Minister's visit General Simonds reported to
General Crerar:-
I took the opportunity of his visit to let him sce
gomc of the transport which we have taken over from

7 Armd Div. A numbcr
Trom parts
a Ford may
and,

the

.
nave a
- “ X 4

ersa, nart

.
ni—,.- ine

cannibaliscd
*cdford
n 'i.tOf"
stuff roa b—JOPfP"

of the wvechiclus are "madc up™

from others. For instance,
cnging In it and vice
cther from tl ifficulty in

st instance, the

provlsion of spare parts would up,;unt a problem of
the first magnitudc. It is truc that the 7 Armd Div
landed at Salerno with this same transport but they
have boen told that providing their vshicles woere
good for 2000 miles they should not worry. Most of
thesc same Vuﬂlﬂl's have now dons wcll over 3000
miles since nding.
(Hist Scec file Italy: 1943/
1 Cdn Co:‘-::.“.' GOC/E: Letter
58-1/SD, Maj-Gen Simonds to
Lt=~Cen Creorar, 4 Dec 43)
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Coloncl Ralston informed him that his division was to got
some of the 3500 vehicles coming from the United Kingdom,
but in a letter to Brigadier Becament he stated that ho
knew they were for Porps Trcops and that he would have to
rcly on tnuatre rosources to mcct thc shortages.X In this
rcspect he was not Dttimistic:

It will be some time before we can carry out the
neccssary workshop tests, adjustments to estab-
lishmcnts and chcck-up on what wc have got. G.S.D.
at 15 Army Group, with whom I have discusscd this,

ccognizes that it is a most unsatisfactory
situation, but hold that therc is no solution in
thelr power as the vochicles simply do not exist in
the liediterrancan thecatre.

If we arc to get new or wcll-conditioncd transport
of the typec with which Canadian formations have
been cquipped up to now, then only intervention on
a high level will produce the desired rosult X%

(Hist Scc file: ‘Italy 1943/
1l Cdn Corps: GOC/E: Letter
Simonds to Beament, 5 Dec 43)

To General Crorar he cxpresscd ruch the same feeling:
I have beon told verbally [Hu docs not say by Nhom]
that wc should not worr:y about the condition of this
cquipment becausc we arc going to be re-cquipped with

b'e It had been accepted as a commitment of 15 Army Group

- to re~-cquip 5 Cdn Armd Div, and General Creror refused
to divert to the div any of the vchs and cquipmoent
crranged for 1 Cdn Corps Tps. The rcason for this
policy was that 15 Army Group had to live up to their
cormitment, in whole or in »nart. In spite of
repcated pitiful appecals from S Cdn Armd Div for a
share in the uquipm;nt arriving for 1 Cdn Corps Tps,
this policy was adhcred to, until Corps Tps were
complete to W-uo

(Hist Scc file: Italy: 1944/

: 1 Cdn Corps/R/F: Letter Lt-
Col Roaf to HlStGrlC”l Officer,
1 Cdn Corps, 2 Mar 44)

58 Later, when r JDPCSCDtQtiZPS made by General Simonds
to A.F.H.Q« through channclis in thc field had failed
to bring PGPlanmbnt ol tﬂu unsatisfactory cquinment -
A.F.H.Q. simply did not have the vchieles available -
the Minister of National Defence requested and
obtained intervention by the War 0fficc. Its
ropresentations werc rcfurrgc to 15 Army Group, who now

took the attitudes that cverything possible was being
donec. The policy originally agrced upon was ruﬁuu-“t;d
i.c., Conadian vchicles could not be provided in the
Centrnl lMediterrancan Force. (Interviow with Prigadier

MacDonald, op cit)




noew transport before operating but...I can not sce

on what rcal s (i.0., shipping, allocation of

prioritics) omise is basecd and unlcss steps

arc taken a ch T know nothing it is again

nothing more he ¢xpression of a pious hope.
(Ibid, Lottor Simonds to
_:'LLTI‘, 4 Dcc ‘:3)

In a letter to Brigadier Boamcnt Coloncl Ralston dismisscs
the subject of LQu* pmcnt wlth a requcst that General Simon
propare "rough figures of probable requircme :ts not only of

.T. but of guns and uES,T weapons as "Vll to icthis
to work .
this was
tions h
that thc takcover has ™
Letter Ralston to Beament, 5 Doc 43)

F-l!

50. Géneral Crerar's rceply to General Simonds did not
heold out any hope of obta wnﬂnu cquipnicnt from other than
tuuntru sourcecs. Hc had "laid on" that Brigadicr MacDonald

hould rcgularly prescnt an up-to-datc report on the cquip=-
munt situation to Gencral Galc at M.F.H.Q.

Galo is full; aware of the political importance
attached to the re-cquipment of the Canadian
formations which have roecntly arrived in the
C.M.F. as well as knowing the military implica-
tions. He 1s also in a position to do what is
required about the situation.

(] id: Letter Croerar to
gTon: nus, 9 Doc 43)

Writing to 'rigadier Recament “two days later, thc Corps
Commander indicated that his policy was to leave tho problecm

of 5 Cdn Armd Div's cquipment in General Gale's hands until

eeelt is proved quitec definitcly that it is

lmpossible for A.F.H.Q. to produce for Simonds the

"A" and "B" vehicles, weancr ¢tec., which I was

._

:")
assured could bc made available. There is danger
in switching M.T. from Corps trocps to 5 Cdn Arm

Div becausc tho resuls nu 11 be that a reason
can thus be found to d ] 'ttnku of 1-Cdn

~ a3 am ce L 4-3 - ¥ ~ o
Corps owing to the one or morg

Corps troops units Iy Group ma;
then say arc csscntial J0SE . By the
end of the month, or ot this situation
should be sufficiently clorified to deeide on an
alternative . course cguired, but not

before then.

The wisdom of General Crerar's deeis
following luutCP from General Simond
he rcports:

Eighth Army have tturned on the heat! for us and
controlled stores to complcte our W.E. arc flowing
throcugh fairly well. We have becn given 97 new
vechicles and this will at least result in the
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proper convarsion of the 'comoosite! vchicles we
havo and make .ost of the vehicles roadworthy.
very grave disadvantage of the 15-cwts 4x2 wmust be
accepbed, for there is nothing that can be done
about it. -

The

(Ibid: Letter Simonds to
Crerar, 28 Dcc 43)

5l. The tanks for 5 Cdn Armd Div were to be Shermans
as promiscd to General ilchaughton (see para 6) but General
Simonds was given a choicc of taking over thc Dicscl-powercd

Shermans of 7 (Brit) Armd Div or u“¢t1nﬂ for Chryslers which
had tc be brought from Nerth Africa. Hu chosc¢ the latter
sccause "if we took the Diesels = they are no longer being
made = replacements arc not available and we would bc very
soon reduced teo a mixture of the two types”. (Hist Sec file:
Italy 1943/1 Cdn Corps: GOC/E. Letter Simonds to Crerar,

15 Nlov 43). He was promised dclivory of the Shermans by

the first week in Dccenmber but was later informed that

"only a very few tanks would bc available until the end of
D“ccmber or January. This is very discppointing®. (Ibid:
Letter Simonds to Crerar, 25 Nov 43)%

52. While the plan was to deliver the tanks at the rate
of 50 per week during Dccembor 1945, thore was the almost
inevitable delay. (W.D., A. & Q. Branch, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div,
5 Dec 43). The firat 37 tanlis were landed in Barli on 9 Dec
but thoso had to bo checked and cverhaulcd by a Zritish
| Tank HMNaintenance Group and the first dclivery did not take
placc until 19 Dec when 3 1 Armd Rlecce Regt (G.G.H.G.)
reccived two tanks. The Canadian ruLutan to the delay doos
not appear in any avallable documecnt but the war diarics are
full of references to confeorencas about cquipment and General
Crerar saw fit to write to Brigadier Scament at 1lst Echolon
stating that "equipmont of 5 Cdn Armd Div should not result
in confusing rccommendations by scveral individuals going

to AJF.HeQe; CeM.H.Q. anid thec War Officec. This rcec-cquipment
issuc is very big 'Clnad;an busincsst, ANy re Tﬁ;“ncauluns

to thise higher headquartors must be co-ordinated b;' mc and
. put forward over my signature or with ny authority." (Hist
cc file: Italy 1943/1 Cdn Corpa: GOC/E: Letter Crerar to
3car,1cnt, 11 Dec 43. Sce also W.D. Lt=Gen Crerar, 1l Dec 43)3X

X This is confirmed in an equipment memo presented by
Brigadier Lister at H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps on 27 Nov 43, which
states in part:

Mov (A.F.H.Q.) trying to provide shipping. Hope to
have 230 tanks into BARI or BRANDISI ([sic} by 31 Dec
and balance forward in January. Hope to clear total
requirements incl armd and [sic) 0.P. by 31 Jan.

WeDoy As & Q. Branch, H.Q:

(
1l Cdn Cerps, Novembér 1943:
Appx 45. The last line

|
appcars to be corrupt and

probably should read "incl
armd O.P.")

bio'4 in equipment memo, signed Roaf for HMacDonald and dated
20 Dec 43, states that "the situation as regards M4A4
(Sherman Chryslers) is as follow

Already shipped 135
Xwalulnb shipment 69
At vohicle park, North Africa 70
Shippod but not accounted for )

W.D., 4. & ;, Bran
L“_; 11pb :) CcCGC £
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53, Long before the suvpply of tanks was complete, word
was received that 11 Cdn Inf Bde were to form an infantry
brigade group and go into the line. This emergency was
met by transferring the best of the vehicles on hand to

11 Cdn Inf Bde and by a sudden increase in generosity by
British Ordnance Derots in the matter of spare parts
which.haé in the past been very difficult to obtain. For
one L.2.D. this res»onse was ‘prompt to the point of
flooding... and it was not vossible to sort,card and_bin
the stores that came before proceeding on '3Star'!. LThis]
caused much irritation that could have been avoided by a
similar release of parts over a longer neriod assuming of
course that the stores were in the base dspots’., (Stewart,
op cit).  Other items being received from British forma-
tions were certainly not new. S.P. guns made available
for 8 Cdn ¥d Regt, 3.C.A., are reported as “old guns
discarded by 98 Fd Regt, R.A.* (W.D., A. & Q. Branch, H.Q.
5 Cdn Armd Div, 2 Jan, 44 and G.3. Branch, H.Q, 5 Cdn Arnd
Div, 2 and 6 Jan 44) % By 7 Jan 45, however, the brigade
groun for Exercise 'STAR" was practicully complete when a
request was made which further complicated the problem of
equipment. (See para 94.)

54. 5 Cdn Armd Div were asked to supply an armoured
regiment and a motor battalion for operational duties by
14 Jan. They replied that they had

...taken vehicles and equipment from all armoured
brigade group to best scale and condition. By
further denuding other units, one armoured regiment
less Stuarts could be ready approximately 1 Feb.
These dates subject to confirmation by 0.C. your
training as this forecast assumes present plans for
supplying, moving and serviecing tanks remain
unchanged. Motor battalion completely deficient
carriers all types and considerably deficient all
other vehicles.

(W.D., A. & 3. Branch, H.Q,

5 Cdn Armd Div,» January 1944:

Appx 4, Letter S5.D.475, Vain

Bighth Army to 5 Cdn Div,

6 Jan 44, and Letter 2.7, 5 Cdn

Armd Div to Main Fighth Army,

7 Jan 44)

In reply it was pointed out that except for trucks H.U.P,
and carriers, “"B" vehicles had been delivered in sufficient
numbers to equip the division to "normal scales” and
sufficient carriers and tanks were promised in time for a
move on 14 Jan. This pre-supposed that 4 x 2 vehicles
oould be used - always a great point of discussion in the

x A check carried out by Major McCabe of Historical Section
of the Offices of the Cabinet (British) at the narrator's
request disclosed that 98 Fd Regt during this period
was twice equipped with new S.P. guns, first with
"Priests" about 4 Jan 44 and later in the month with a
mixzture of "Priests” and Shermans (the latter as armd
0.P.), In view of the fact that W.D,, A. & Q. Branch,
H:Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div for 19 Jan 44 carries an entry
stating that a message had been received from Eighth
Army releasing 24 "Priests” for 8 Fd Regt, R.C.A., it
seems possible that the "old guns®™ mentioned above may
have been finally retired from service. The diary of
8 Cdn Pd Regt makes neither reference to the exchange
nor any criticism of the wean»ons received.
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Italian Theatrc wherc roads in the forward arcas ncgotiable

by two-wheel drive vehicles were few and far between. (Ibid:

Lettsr S.D.4788, Main Eighth Army to 5 Cdn Armd Div, 8 Jan #4).

Further vehicles were turned over to the Canadians by

4 (Brit) Armd Bde. iAs usually these vehicles were in bad

shapc, some arriving on tow. The 0,I.C, this column was

frank to admit that units of Zighth Army had pickcd over

the cquipment before any of it was turn;d over to this

: formation.” (W.D., G.S. Branch, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 9 Jan 44).
The armoured regimcnts szlected - 2 Cdn Lrmd Regt and lestmr
R. (Mot) - were sventually supplied by cannibalizing the
remaining units of the division, all Shcrman tanks being
trensferred at once to 2 Cdn Armd Rezt (Ld S.H.) so that the
move could take place on 16 Jan 44. (¥.D., A. & Q. Branch,

« 5 Cdn Armd Div, 10, 11 Jam 44)

55. To £ill the gaps left by thesé ocmergency transfers
Lt-Col Matthews, A.A. & ".M.G. of 5 Cdn Armd Div, made a
call on 15 Army Group for threc-ton trucks which had been

; promised “over a month ago...Aftcr discussion with Brigadier

| ?oster, B.G.S.(S.D.) and membcrs of his staff and phone
conversation with Zighth Army from there, rclecasc was granted
for 70 three-ton 4 x 2s and 50 cased VM.Cs. It was stressed
by all at 15 Army Group that we were under command Zighth
Army and that future applications in conncction with releases
of vehicles and -quipmunt should be madec through Eighth Army
only®., (W.D., A. & 2. Branch, H.Q2. 5 Cdn Armd uiv 11 Jan 44),
On this unde rstanding a statement of the division's cquipment
and veh.cle situation was 3ruparcd and taken to G.(S.D.)
Eighth Army, “who advised that further vechicles 'were in short
supply and that no immcdiatc releases could be cxnected’.,
Two days lator a porsonal confcrence betwecen Lt-Col Matthsws
and Ma jor:Atteznborough, G.S.0.2 (S.D.) Eighth Army, resultecd
in a promisc that the latter would intercede with S.D. 15 Army
Group and -a subsequent rcport that “a substantial number of
recleases were forthcoming’, (Ibid: 14, 16 Jan 44)

56. Onec attempt to develon a new organization in this
theatr: was brought forward during the »psriod of rec-cquipment,
Brigadier Ivor-Noorc (Brigedizsr A.F.V. Eighth Army) and
Maj-Gens Simonds and Burns (ths latter arrived in Italy to
take over the Ammourced Division. Sce para 57), agrzsed that
the renlasccment of two tank troops in cach squadron by a
troop of Daimler scout cars and an assault troop mounted in
White scout cars, would provide a morc uscful unit than the
cexisting organization of 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, Fur ther
details wére worked out by Lt-Col Murphy, G.S.0. 1, 5 Cdn
Armd Div, and Lt-Col Cumberland, then commending thls unit.
Their supgebted organization nrOV1dod for "an additional
wheeled recce clement and an infsntry element; the additional
men required being drawn from 5 L.A.A. Regt, R.C.A.7, This
final pronosal was submitted to Lt-Gen Crerar who

sventually agnnounced that "after a conversation with G.0.C.-
in-C, Eighth Army it was decided that it was inadvisable to
organize 3 Cdn Armd Recce Recgt on a new and somewhat expseri-
mental basis at the present time and that the rcgiment shonld
therefore draw the cquipment according to the "'.E. now in
force, i.e., five troops gach of two Shcrman and two Stuard
tanks per squadron”, (¥.D., G.S., @.2. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 22,
26, 30 Jan 44)

Rt i In view of the limited scope of this revort the
equinnment situation of 5 Cdn Armd Div must be left at this
voint. The situation at the end of January was still far
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from satisfactory. On 29 Jan liaj-Gen Burns who had just
taken over command of 5 Cdn Armd Div, mct Brlgadier Ivor-
Moore, Brigadier A.F.V. Eighth Army:

Ma j~Gen. Burns stated that 1 Cdn Corps expccted
Eighth Army to complste the equinping of 5 Cdn Armd
Div as origzinally planncd. Brigadisr Ivor-Moore
proposed rcecducing the issue of Shermans to various
units and H.3s. of 5 Cdn Armd Div in.order to
sstablish a rescrve and to renlac¢ some tanks in
1 Cdn Armd Bde. The G.0.C. then stated that this
was a matter for Zighth army decision.in view of
operational requircments and that he wanted to be
equipped to full establishment as soon as possible.
He thought it inadvisable to climinate H.3. tanks
in view of the possibility that at some future
date the Div would be cmnloysd in the normel Armd
Div role,

(V.D., G.S. Branch, H.Z.

5 Cdn Armd Div, 29 Jan 44)

It was not until Narch,.lur"aly through the efforts of R.C.0.C.
mechanics in rupalrlng the cquipment taken over, that the
supply of vehicles in 5 Cdn Armd Div reached the requirements,
On 10 Mar 44, with a W.E, of 3023 vchicles (bxclusive of motor
eycles, jucns and cars) the Division held 3123, ¥ith respect
to 3- ton lorries, 4 x 4 G.S., 919 were held against a W.E.

of 1021, (Interview with Brigadier MacDonald, op cit)

THE EQUIPPING OF 1 CDN CORPS TROOPS

58. As stated above (para 32) it was decided that 1 Cdn
Corps Tps would be equipped with vehicles sent from England
and with such other stores as were avalilable in the thoatre.
(In the absence of any complete report on this.subject, it
has been necessery to piece out the story from various
letters and telegrams and from the war diaries of formations
concarned. Unfortunately, many of the latter are incomplete,
since enemy action resulted in the loss of many original
covies with unduplicated apnendices and in some cases in the
loss of all copies requiring reconstruction of the whole
diary from memory. Corresnondence with C.M.H.0. provides
the chief basis for poliey but it is necessary and often
very difficult to find out whether policy was followed when
nessage files are missing from formation and unit diaries.

Bennett, op cit, is the best availablc source of the Italian
pieture,)

99 The telegrams from London which announced the
impending arrival of equipment for 1 Cdn Corps Troops stated
that the ships carrying it would dock at Bari, Syracuse and
Naples. This dispersal of ships was a problem which

nsarly always com-licated the operations of Canadian base
installations (see paras 29 - 30). Here the solution
adopted was to set up a special ad hoc port organization at
gach port. These were under control D.D.0.S., 1 Cdn Corps,
and consisted in cach case of the following personnel:

“(a) A H.Q. - C.0. to be nominated by D.D.0.S. 1 Cdn Corps.

(b) Port Det R.C.0.C. to check veh stores ex ships.

(¢) Port Det R.E.M.B. - to handle non-runners.
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(d) R.C.A.S.C. Drivers Dets - to clear vehs from quayside
to veh parks.

(6) Ord Dumps dets - to unload stores from vehs on way
from quayside to vsh parks, Subsequent sorting and
issuing.

(f) Ord Veh Pk Dets - to check and issue vohs to unit
rops.

(g) R.E.M.E. Vah Pk Dets - to servicc vehs in the veh
pks.

(h) Guards - for storc dumvps and veh pks."

(#.D., A, & ¢. Branch, H.0O.
1l Cdn Corps, November 1943,
Appx 36, 1 Cdn Corns Adm Instr

No, 3, 23 Nov 43)

The officer communding the port organization was authorized
to hire civilian labour as he saw fit, The distribution to
units was left to "7% 1 Cdn Corps under a ccecntral control
office established by D.D.0.3S., 1 Cdn Corps. The directive
ended with a warning that "the stores and vehiclss referred
to in this instruction arc for units of 1 Cdn Corps Troops
and they will NOT under any circumstances be issued to
Canadian formations not yet under commend this Corps without
referency G, (S.D.) and 7, at this H.,7."- The first vehicles
were expected to arrive about 9 Deec 43. (Ibid)

60. Some confusion in W.Es. and in quantities of vchicles
required seems to have reigncd in the minds of military
authoritics both in Italy and the U.K., for therc exists a
long serics of telegrams which make claims and countor-claims
of orror and miscalculation over this cquipment. From Cdn
Sec, G.H.M. 1 Ech came two spccific compleints: (a) That
out-of-date W,Zs, had beesn used in meking up the list and
"ehanges authorized by orgenizational tables apparently werc
not taken into considerction, This has rssulted in
deficicneies (which wersc listecd and requested) ... and some
small surpluses,” It was quictly suggested that the latter
be shipvad and considered availauble as wastege, (C.M.H.O.
file 1/A.4.I. Gen/1l: Tel A.C.G. 80 ¥LAVBO (from CANDEX) to
CANMITLITRY, 25 Nov 43), C.,M.H.). roolied:

agree surpluscs be retained and used as wastage.
Deficiences in accordance latest W.Es. being
prepared for shivment carliest. Will notify convoy
when arrangemcnts with Troovers completed.

(C.M.,H.2. file 1/TIM Admin/1:
Tel G.S, 3011, CANNILITRY to
TLABO (for CANDEX), 30 Nov 43)

(b) That the vehicles and equipment for non-countsrpart units
(those for whieh no matehing units werc being sent from the
Mediterranean to the U.K,) had been forgotten in calculating
the totals to. be sent. (C.M.H.Q, file 1 /AAT Gen/l: Tel
FLAMBO (from CANDEX) to CANMILITRY, 25 Nov 43, Manuscript
note on this folio over signature General Montague infornms
B.G.S., C.M,H.,Q., "I wish the facts and to cable Beamecnt as
helpfully as possible."), C.M.H.Q. renlisd that these

units had been considered and that the only vehicles still

to bc sent were some teon items mostly connected with
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meteorological sections which would follow at the earliest
possible occasion. (C.M.H.Q. file 1/TIM Admin/l: Tel
G.S. 3012, CANMILITRY to FLAMBO (for CANDEX), 30 Nov 43)

é1. The detail of these vehicles and stores and the units concerned
appear in C.M.H.Q. files. - For the purpose of this report
the following summary produced by A. & Q. Branch, H.0, 1 Cdn

Corps is eonsidered an adequate picture:

Convoy Expected to Arrive Vehicles Included
K.M.S. 33 4 Dec 43 208

(60 vehicles for two vessels
shut out of convoy and add
to K.M.S. 34.)

K.M.3. 34 16 Dec 43 1569

K.M.S. 35 26 Dec 43 1573

"Estimating fifteen days to offload, register and -distribute
K.M.S, 35, it will be approximately mid-January before 1 Cdn

Corps has all vehicles Ex U.K,* (7.D., A, & Q. Branch, H.Q.
1 Cdn Corps, November 1943, Appx 5, Memo by Brig Lister,
27 Nov 43
" 62. This programme was followed with only minor exceptions.

K.M.S., 33 was delayed and was not offloaded until 11 Deo and
there were some adjustments which resulted in stores destined
for K.M.S. 35 being held for K.M.S. 36, but on 17 Jan at a

1l Cdn Corps A. & Q. conference; it was reported that "K,M.S, 35
has arrived. It has beén almost completely distributed,”

This good news was accompanied by a warning that “from now on
only small shipments of vehicles will be arriving. Corps
{sic) is about 75 per cent better equipped than ZTighth Army.
Eighth Army will not allow any replacement of vehicles until
we get down to the standard of other formations. As we

lose a vehicle it is gone and will not be replaced. Vehicles
should be well looked after ,,. When K.M.S. 35 is completely
unloaded all units should be well equipped". (W.D., A. & O.
Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, December 1943%: Conference 10 Dec 43,
Item 262, Conference 28 Dec 43, Item 351; and January 1944:
Conference 17 Jan 44, Item l}.j. Within a week D.D,.0.S.,

1 Cdn Corps, was able to report that "receipt of issue of
vehicles shows that with the exception of a few technical
vehicles Corps troops are almost complete®, (W.D., A, & Q,
Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, January 1944: Appx "B", 22 Jan 44)

63, At this staze it was nossible to disband.the special
port organizations and leave the handling of all later

small shipments in the hands of 3rd Canadian Mobile Laundry
and Bath Unit in Naples. Many difficulties had to be
overcome before this distribution could be completed. The
following quotation explains some of the difficulties of one
of the port organizations:

In Italy the vehs were all concentrated in the
football grounds at BARI and from there advance
parties of the units who were to draw them came
in and picked them up against orders issued by
the D.D.0.S. in Sieily. Unfortunately we had
Just got going when the BARI raid occurred,
There was considerable confusion and we were
ejected from our accommodation, However we
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re-organized without undue difficulty. The
important -point was that all details .were worked
out very carefully in advance against possibilities
of ships going to a different port or different
convoy and we had to work out a flexible organiza-
tion for ‘this. purpose. It is worth, at this
point, emphasizing that the people we had to work
with were less than 100 ranks, trained, plus Mobile
Laundries who had never done anything like this
before ... Unloading of* ships was delayed due to
unforeseen difficulties, For example, in some -
ships the vehs had seed potatoes packed around
them. On some days a German recce plane would
come over. The A.A. zuns fired and the Italian
labourers fled and did not re-appear that day.

(Bennett, op cit, pp 2 and 3)

An attempt to exchange vehicles of British manufacture for
Canadian types is reported as receiving approval in theory-
from S.D. 15 Army Group but failing in practice because
“Fords and Chevrolets were not available for trading”, (Ibid:
6 and 18 Jan 44) :

64. As mentioned above (paras 32 and 58) it was decided
that certain items of equioment for 1 Cdn Corps Troops could
be obtained in the theatre. This applied to guns and
motorcycles, bulk and accommodation stores and controlled
stores .in general., .Since the equinmunt cast off by %0 Corps
was largely depleted, the re-equipping of 1 Cdn Corps Troops
involved a search for resources throughout the Middle East
Command . The memo by Brigadier Lister already quoted in

. para 61 outlines the proccdure to be adopted.

The equipment required has been listed in bulk by
items and sent with issue orders to the Ordnance
Depot Sieily. Items and gquantities they are able
to suprly will be deducted from the bulk list and
" the inability list will be circulated to devots
in N.A. (chiefly BONE and ALGIERS). The same
procedurs (i,e., further inability from BONE and
ALGIERS) will be repeated to depots in Middle East
. (CAIRO and ALEXANDRIA)., Any further inabilities
will be demanded from troopers (depots in U.K.).

The following target dates were set:

(a) All inabilities in Mediterranean Theatre to be
known 21 Dec 43,

(b) All Mediterranean nrOV1szons to reach 1 C4an Corps
21 Jan 44,

(¢c) Complete provision date U.K. items 15 Feb 44,
(¥.D., A. & @, Branch, H.Q,

1 Cdn Corps, November 1943:
Aopx 45, 27 Nov 43)

65. The stores available in 3icily were ready for issue
on 10 Dec, but in the absence of documentary evidence to
the contrary it may be assumed that the quantities were
small, (Ibid).. A. & Q. Diarias of the formations
concerned 4o | not indicate any great flood of distribution
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and the units waiting in Sicily were loud in their complaints
of the lack of even token equiuvment -fer training purposes.
The gunners -are perhaps most vocal in this respect - as one
commanding officer declared,."the gunnsrs are more affected
than other units as they never feel equipped unless they
have guns and no guns are available". (W.D., H.Q. R.C.A.

1l Cdn Corps, 29 Nov 43, Visit of Lt-Col Thorne of 1 Cdn L.A.A.
Regt to H.Q2. 1 Cdn Corps).® Attempts were made to borrow
equipment for training purposes from British units under
command H.Q. 1 District, and some cnemy equivment was
distributed which could be used for modified gun drill, and
which paved the way for possible future appropriations of
"Tedeschi® weapons., (Ibid: 2, 9 and 14 Dec 43). The
artillery commander mentioned above soon found means to vary
training from the monotony of route merches, for during the
inspection of his unit by the C.C.R.A. it is reported that
his men were engaged in "training with Bangalore Torpedoes,
snap=-shooting with Italian rifles, target practice with
Breda M.Gs. and an exercise consisting of a troop overcoming
an enemy strongpoint during a dismounted approach march®,
(Ibid: 18 Dec 43)

66, A comprehensive report on the equivment ‘situation
appeared on 20 Dec 43 which confirmed that the supplies from
Sicily had been distributed snd that the North Africa
availabilities had been drswn and werc being moved direct

to the “heel® of Italy (Taranto or Bari), where vehicles
would be picked up by advance parties of drivers from the
units tuen preparing to move forward from Sicily. Certain
items had been in shorter supply than anticipated. This was
particularly true of motorcycles, which had been largely
turned in during the desert campaigns and were now being
drawn by units in Italy where highways were &t least passable
to motorcycles, Medium artillery had already been provided
for 1 Cgn Med Regt, R.C,A., but guns for the other medium
regiment were being delayed while modifications were being
carried out by British Ordnance. Signal equipment, as

found in North Africa, had not been of very good quality

and attempts were being made to have new sets sent out from
C.M.H.Q. (W,D., A. & Q. Branch, 7,A., 1 Cdn Corps, December 1943,
Appx 38, -Memo signed Roaf for MacDonald, 20 Dec 43). By
this time the troops of 11 Cdn Inf Bde had gone into battle
and preparations were being made to bring the rest of 1 Cdn
Corps Troops forward. This made re-squipment more urgent
than ever and General Crerar reports the transmission of a
letter to General Alexander in which he discussed "the slow

X The Colonel reported:
«+othat he was having difficulty in maintaining a
high state of morale in his unit and that his men
were becoming 'Ybrowned off' ... The men in the
regiment arrived in Sicily in a very high state
of morale. The lack of squipment.even for
training purnoses and the necessity for route
marches and other training of this type oroduce
a serious problem in maintaining morale.

(WeDid;. H.Qs RC.AL 1 Cdn
Corps, 29 Nov 43)

ey Captured German S.Ps, were actually fired on a German
position on Cotignola in the 1 Cdn Corps attacks of
December 1944 and were on disnlay at a cantured weapon
exhibition in Ravenna, January 1945.
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rate of issue ... of equipment“.ﬁ (w.D., Lt-Gen Crerar,
15 Jan 44). There seems little doubt that the equipment
of our troops was brought at least up to local standards
before the end of January®#,for although there continued
to be complaints about equipment, these were common and
well justified throughout all units in the lMediterranean
theatre as the prenarations for snother ‘“Second Front®
received the highest priority on matters of equipment and
personnel (see paras 74 and %5

DEMNDS 7OR INCREASED MOSPITAL TACILITIES

617. It will be recalled that General McNaughton had
stated that the "TIIMBEZWOLF- move was destined to provide

a Canadian Corps in the Mediterranean with "“hospitals to
scale and rear echelon units as required’ (see para 4).

In preceding paragranhs the equipment problems of the
fighting troops have been recorded at some length. These
troovs, however, never formed more than two-thirds of the
total Canadian force in Italy; the remainder had needs just
as urgent, and perhsps more so, since fighting troops cannot
operate without the services. As the front-line troops
began to move into Italy more and more services became
necessary, and the load on Canadian overall manpower became
more anparent. We shall note later in this report how this

X The letter is stated as being desvatched on 16 Jan 44
and appears to belong to file G.0.C, 5-0-1, letter not
found. Replies, 29741 from FREEDOM and 58570 from
TROOTERS are also among the missing. Bennett, op cit,
page 4, gives the following dates for events in the
equinment of 1 Cdn Corps Troops.

11 Jan 44 Col Bennett and Col Elwood (A.D.0.S., Cdn Sec
1 Ech) went to Cairo and presented bulk require-
ments in spare parts to A.D.0.S. Provision,
(M.BE, Command).

19 Jan 44 1000 tons spare parts shioped from Ezypt.

29 Jan 44 Bglance of 1 Cdn Corps deficiencies of ordnance
equipment shivped from Middle East.

1l ¥eb 44 First of spare parts from M.E, unloaded at Bari.
Colonel Bennett further states:

I returned to Italy on 15 Jan and found that with the
spares we had recelvod from the U.XK. from 500 A.0.D,
[Brit) and D.D.0.S. Eishth Army, the Corps now has a
fairly good interim supply of spare parts ... Major
Smith, D.A.D.0.S., Corps Troops, set up his dump and
distributed all stores.which had been received from
North Africa and from England which brought the units
up to about 50 percent comnletion of equipment. The
units were practically complete in transnort.

(Bennett, op cit, p.4)

xk  Appendix "A" shows a set of equipment tables presented
as of 10 Feb 44, These do not bear signature but
carry the stamp of Lt-Gen Crerar and hand-written note
"PA my file™® These lists apvear in Hist Sec file
Italy: 1944/1 Cdn Corns/R/F.
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situation finally led to protests from the highest quarters
in London and to the serious dislocation of the planned
economy for Canadian manpower which had been drawn up at .
N.D.H.C. (see paras 80 - 86). The provision of the extra
units and equipment made necessary by the bare existence
of a Cgnadian force of 75,000 all ranks in Italy could in
itself fopm the basis of a lengthy report. All that can
be done here is to illustrate the general trend by citing
one or two specific examples to plve a brief summary of

the whole situation by means of an appendix (see para 74
and Appx 'B¥),

68. smong the units in TIIBIRVOLF 1% were 14 and 11
Canzdian General Hospitals. “hen it became anrarent that
the C-nadian units with the exce-tion of 5 Cdn Armd Div
would have to be suprlied with ¥ehicles from the United
¥ingdom, Cdn Sec 1 Zch raised the noint of vehicles for
hosvitals, a query that automatically led to a request for
an increase in 7.Es. to provide drivers. C.M.H. .. stated
that:
No »rovision fis] being made for general hospitals
as you will appreciate that '.E. makes no allowance
for vehicles or personnel to operate them. Normal
solution this regard to obtain services L. of C,
transport coy. As L. of C. Brit responsibility
propose you apply for these services from Brit
sources.
(C.M.E.0. file 1/TIM Adm/l:
Tel Z.3. 3011, CANMILITRY to
TLAIBO for CANDEX, 30 Nov 43)

69. Brigadier Beament renlied in a long telegram, wherein
he guoted previous discussions on the subject:

It was fully appreciated ,.,. that hospitals draw
transport services from L, of C., Gen Tpt Coys. As
I explalned, experience has shown that this theory
did not work out in practice and therefore if
hospitals were to have reasonable transport facili-
ties they must be provided on a hospital establish-
ment basis., In voint of fact except for special
moves or requirements of an unusual nature it has
never reneat never been nossible to obtain tpt for
hosps L. of C, tovt coys. Fosnitals have ovneratad
unsatisfactorily on cartured or borrowed egpt
generally on a singularly low machanical gquality.
At present I have obtained Staff Duties relgase

for limited amount. of transvort for los, fslé]
and 14 Gen Hosps on assurance that this would be
covered by W.E. as agreed, It is pointed out that
it was found necessary to provide scales of
transport for hosvitals even in U.X. although it

is true that these vehs and pers are carried on

the strength of administrative tot coy.. They are
nevertheless definitely allocated to hospitals and
do not operzte on a tpt coy pool for normal
purnoses. If hosp W.E. i3 not to be amended to
proviae transvort and unless prevared to accept
that it will be impossible on most occasions to
nrovide adegquate transport for hospital adm
pursoses only alternative is to sunply Cdn L, of

C. Tpt Coy from which tnrt can be drawn and this
would be rslatively uneconomical.

(C.M.E.?. file 1/TIM Adm/1:
Tel A.C.G., 1512, FLAVBO from
CANDIX to CANMILITRY, 3% Dec 43)
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70. Convinced cither by the clarity of the appeal or
by conscicences guilty of omission, C.M,H.%,. replied that
the request would be granted and the changes in W.E, were
authorized and sent to the Mediterrancan early in February
(C.M.H.C. file 1/TI¥F Adm/l: Tel G.3. 5108, CANMILITRY to:-¢
FLAMBO for CANDEX, 11 Dec 43; Letter S.D. £ T. to S.D. 2y
11 Dec 43; Tel G.S, 489, CANMMILITRY to FLAMBO for CANDIX,
15 Teb 44

71. As the Canadian troops scttled into their treining
areas and the general locations of the Csnadian base units
began to take pattern against the accommodation situation
the need for further medical servicess was pointed out to
C. M, H.C\:
AVELLINO arsa bsing developed as Cdn basec area and
will eventually probably hold uv» to 10,000 troops.
Had honed to find suitable location in arsa for
600-bed hospital but recconnaissance reyeals this
impossible. Nzarest Cdn Hosp will therefore be
CASIRTA, D¢sirsble therc should be some closer
hosp facility for less sarious cases. Perfectly
adequates facilities exist for 200-bed hosn, As
an--interim measure Corps Commander has agreed to
this installation being operated by an ¥.D.S., and
will prove satisfactory short term solution.
?.D.S. however ultimetely required in combat zone.
As long term policy strongly recommend I be
recognized to despatch one Cdn 200-bed zeneral hosp.
In formal discussion with D.D.M.S. TLAMBO indicates
this addition to medical facilities area would be
highly acceptable.
(First Cdn Army file P.A.
1-18-1, Tel A.C.A. 188,
FLANMBO from CANDIX to
CANMILITRY, lontague from
Beament, 16 Nov 43)

Action to provide a 200-bed hospital was approved in London

by both General Montague and General McNaughton and at

AT .HIS. subject to the proviso that the hospital should

not be desratched at such time as would exclude more important
units from convoy space. The chosen hosnital, 3 Cdn Gen
Hosp, was despatched with squipment on the January convoy.

It dlsembsrkad at Naples on 27 Jan and was set up in

Avellino, (Ibid: Letter 1/TI¥ 4dm/l (A.D.A.G.(A)), 19 Nov 43,
unnunbered ci;her A.P.F.2. to V.0. signed Elscnhowwr

28 Nov 43; Tel G.S. 2970, C RMILITRY. to ¥LABO for CAJJLK

20 Nov 43 and W. 3 Cdn Gen Hosp, January 1944)

72. Another 600-bed hospital was offered in December
&s available for service in the lMediterranean Theatre.
(No copy of a recuest from 1 Zchelon for this further
unit has been located but it is stated to have been in
response to a suggestion from the D.M.S., C.,M.H.7., and
letters were located in which it was established that this
one more 600-bed hospital would bring the vroportion of
beds to nersonnel in the ‘,dlterlanban area anproximately
to that arranged for 21 Army Group.) (C.M.H.Q. file
1/AAI Gen/l: Letter Fontague to Kcﬂaughton, 6 Dec 43).
It must have been a pleasent suronrise for CANDEXI to have
an offer of psrsonnel for which they had not already
begged, and their reply lightly suggested that while the
overall hospital situation in Italy might make. it
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advisable to send the hospital in the meantime the Cznadian
troops would be better served by setting up a 300-bed

increment for each of 14 and 15 CGen Hosps as already estab-
lished in Caserta where there were not proper buildings for

another comnlete unit, D.D.¥.5., FREEDON was nnturally
not averse to obtaining another Canadian hospital in the
theatre, and he anp roved the move. (Tirst Cdn Army file

P.A. 1-18-1: Tel G.S. 3060, CAm* ITIT’"V to ¥LAIBO for
CANDEZX, 6 Dec 43; Tel A.C.3. 1517, FLAMBO from CANDEX to
C W‘ILTTRY 8 Dec 43; Tel A.C.G. 1525, FLAI'BO from CsNDZX
to CANII ITRY 16 Dec 43). CJH.H.Q. promised a 600-bed
hospnital for the February convoy and suggested that if the
increments were needed they could be set upon a G.3.D. 602
basisX and be disbanded on the arrival of the 600-bed unit.
(Ibid: Tel G.S. 3179, CANFILITRY-to TLIJ'BO for C.NDEX,
19 Dec 43),. Now thoroughly interested in the idea, CANDEX
spoke strongly in favour of the increments rather than the
full hospnital and pointed out the saving in manpower involved
by the suggestion. C.KM.H.”. however, stood its ground and
argued that the extra manpower would include the extra
ﬂoctors necessary to keep up the desired standard of treat-
ment. (Ibid: Tel A.C.A. 1629, TLAVBO from CANDEX to
CANMILITRY, 22 Dec 43; Tel ©.S., 3227, CANIILITRY to TLAMBO
for CANDEX, 24 Dec 43, Latter telegram concludes, "“this
also accepted and decision final®‘.)

73. This seems to have been the last time that any
contribution requested for the Italian theatrs was decided
unon wivaout a more than careful eye being kept uoon the
mannower situation, ‘Then a request was made for a second
convalescent depot, the revly was to muthorize only a second
division of the one already onerating, and when CANDEX
pointed out that with the fighting troops in the Adriatic
and the remainder of the hospitals and base units around or
moving to Avellino two sevarate establishments were
absolutely necessary, no change was permitted. Instead
CANDIX was advised to: “re-examine accommodation situation
with a view to centralizing convalescent services in one
nlace accordinglyi ., (Ibid: Tel A.C.G. 1522, FLAVBO from

CANDEX to CAN]ILITDY 15 Dec 43; Tel G.S3. éO, CANMILITRY
to TLAMBO for CANDEX, 19 Dec 43; Tel A.C.A 1629, FLAMBO
for CANDEX to GAHTILITRY, 22 Dec 43%; Tel 7.3. 3227,
CANMILITRY to FLAMBO for CANDEX, 24 Dec 43)

42

THE MANTOWER SITUATION

74 The foregoing examples of demands for increased
Canadian medical services could be multipnlied many times
in other branches and services. At Appendix "BY will be
found a list prepared for the M.G.A., at C.M.H,.2. showing
the situation at 6 Feb 44 with regard to all new units and
increments which had been requbsted and the action taken
thereon, It will serve to desmonstrate the "snowball®
effect of increasing the Canadian force in Italy., Finally,
after minor complaints had been voiced at each successive
request, General lMontague sent a full-length protest to
General Crerar as follows:

x For a description of the formation of Z.3.D. 602 units
on a temporary basis see Report No, 168, The Organiza-
tion of Tirst Cdn Army,
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PARA I Must draw your attention to continued
requests for increases to establishments Cdn Sec
G.H.Q. 1 Ech and other base and L. of C., details
now being received from Beament. Realize many

of these of small dimension but accumulative

effect now achieving serious proportions, ¥or
your information since base installations originally
approved and set up in theatre total personnel
involved in new demands amount to 228 officers and
1,342 other ranks of which more than 60 percent are
apparently required for base and L, of C, details
for which British are responsible,

PARA IT You will agree approved policy and
imposed manpower ceiling does not allow large
buildup for base and L, of C. installations and
that with small contingency reserve of manpower
available we cannot approve additions without
corresponding reductions elsewhere,

PARA III Situation extremely complicated by
necessity of providing for two theatres. Needs

of both must be carefully weighed in balance before
granting approval even in orinciple to many
recommendations received, 'hile doubtless general

requirements discussed with you feel T must request
that you with Beament exercise careful scrutiny
upon all new and unforeseen demands already made
and which in future may be requested.

PARA IV Zarnestly desire to provide you and your
troops with best possible services but feel that
you must appreciate no present prospect of
obtaining authority to increase overall manpower
ceiling. Can assure you evsry effort being made
here to increasc working margin and availability

of personnel by reducing static establishments,
review of attachments and cutting out non-essential

units,
(Ibid: Tel G.S. 3163,
CENFILITRY to 02E [sic]) for
CANDEX, for Crerar from'
Montague, 18 Dec 43)
15 GCeneral Crerar obviously had no intention of
accenting the blame for this situation and replied as

follows:

Only requests for increase establishments Cdn Sec
G.H.Q. Ech discussed by Beament with me and for
which he sought and obtained my general approval
are those mentioned his letter Cdn 56/5/1 ECH/1,
29 Nov 43, to you and total 27 all ranks, In
consequence totals indicated third sentence your
message not explainable by me. Consider it most
important you make personal visit this theatre
without delay apart from Cdn Sec [sic) matters as
above-other important questions require discussion
me and revpresentation Cdn Army Conmmander.

(Ibid:- Tel-0. 4, Comd

1 Cdn Corps to CANMILITRY,
Montague from Crerar, 22
Dec 43)
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76. To Brigadier Beament he madc the following comment:
You will have seen the S.0.'s letter to me re the
anpower increases you apparently have been
1 squesting and my reply. I consider that C.M.H.3.
must remain responsible for orqu21““:13n Cdn Sec
1 and 2 Echs, and all that comes under you. I
shall indicate ths f‘service” 1 want, but I am not
going to deal any more than I, can help in the
detailed ways and means is involves.
(Hist Sec file: Italy 1943/
1 Cdn Corps: GOC/E: Letter
Crerar to Bzament, 25 Dec 43)
This letter scts out cles y the .n,ht‘*n of the Senior
Combatant Officer in ¢t 1] theatre in reslation
to the Cagnadian Echelo hile C.M . H.Q,
might have przaferred t ier, 1 Cdn Corps,
in the position of “Su anadian Troops
Vediterrancan Area® - was - the
exigencies -of operations eogranhical separa-
tions coupled with bad nevitably placed
heavy resnponsibilities n Sec 1 Eech,

THE PROVISION OF R IINTORCENENTS

7y hen 1t was dscided to move more Cenadian troops
to Italy the need Por more Zchelon units obvlouuly included
a larger staff to handle the reinforcements ru;ulrvd

1l C.,B.R,D. had been performing this function for 1 Cdn Inf
Div and 1 Cdn “rmd Bde, but now it was decided to set up
H.2. 1 Cdn Base Rft Gp to command 1 and 2 C.B.,R.D., with
14 Cdn F.S. See and H.Q. 1 L. of C, Provost Coy also under
command, The .starff of this new headquarters was made up
partly from voluntesers for the United "ingdom and, to some
extent, from the excess personnel of 1 C.EyR.D., which had
been grantod certain incremsnts to operate in a detached

role in North Africa, Brigadier Z.W. Haldenby was appointed
to command the new headquarters. (First Cdn Army file:

P.A, 1-18-1: Tel 4, 3770, CANMILITRY to 15 Army Group for
Tow, 17 Oct 43; and W.D., H.Q. C.B.R.Gp, October 1943),

The new Lufﬂdthﬂ, with the exception of 1 C.B.R.D. who were
already set up near Philippeville, travelled to Italy on

- o

the ill-fated "Santa ZTlena® and suffered the usual losses of
kit and equipment. They docked at Naples on 10 Nov 45 and
after 12 days at Caserta moved to permanent quarters in
Avellino, where they joined 1 C.B.R.D. (less 4 “_bt:llun)

at the beginning of .1944, (7.D., 1 C.B.R.Gp and C.E.;.L.,
October to December 1943)

78. "Then the Cansdian foreces moved into Sicily, 4 Bn of

1 C.B.R.D. had been chosen as a forward detachment, and
1&4&00 close behind the assaulting 'rncgs. Xeeping in close
touch, this battalion moved forward to Taranto and later to
!;r.\li, whence forward companiss wers in turn detached to
Coros F.M.As, and D.k.As, The procedurs adopted is fully
laid out in a D.0. letter from Brizadicr Beament to General
Montague, written after i ti ormer to H.©, 1 Cdn
Inf Div where the whole had been discussed with

General Montgomery,
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T3, Cne interesting addition tec 1 C.B.R.Gp was Fformed in
Jenuary 1944, when Brizadiers Beament and Faldenby vrevared
an ad hoec W.E. for on=Ef Pecti Pransit ""ing to handle
srsonnel raturning te the Unit inedom or Canada'- a task
reviously perfor y 2 Battalion of 1 C.B.R.D.

rigaaiér ldenby stataed that E.2: and two-coys

of 8 Bn would ad to run th: new N.E.T. Ting.

One- to hold catecory I nd onz to hold duty

pars. Lt.-Col, Lant 14 1 1 ommand bzcause

of his exnzriznce at N.<.T.D. in the U.K.

This unit was to inelude a standine madical board. i P
onagnsd at Yonteforte Jutqi' of Avellino (‘T.Ds,, Cdn 3ec
G.H,%."1l Beh, 2 &nd n /M 1°CiB.R.Gp,; 5 Jun 44, und-
1 CLBLRD. . Doo 437,

60, The above parazrarhp have dezclt with the res—-onsibility,
within the Mediterranean theatre, ol sstting personnel to and
from the forward units; the -'ﬁb‘- of zetting thaem to-the
theatre is connscted much more closcly with th
manpower situation of the Canadian Army Oversc ;
Yie reen tl lemands o
n : rished to ke
I to meet casualti
s, and the probl
ac . he dingdom, who had
the dwindling or restricted supply of men from
the proscective calls of 21 Army-Group when Or
{QVZRLORD* should finzlly be launched.

1. When “TIMBER 'OLY 1" was planne
forcements for all ths units taking pa
hen the sgcond flight was bélnz orga 3
guthorities found space in the convoy r not only the
units available Trom Canadian sources us one month's
reinforcements, but also for additional personnel. This
extra space was offered to the Canadian authorities at
C.MMH.2. and 1t was decidzd to tale advantags of the
offer and include further reinforccments:

one month's rein-
weare included.
ed British
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above drafts ste tity of Canacdian
reinforcements yditerranczan theatre with
the exception of two ([sic] months! reinforcements
'or gecond flight -~ Tigures approximately equal
tq the detail in line five above |77 oflficers and
733 other ranks]. These will be desnatched in
the Deczmber convoy.

(C.M,H.3. file 1/AAT Gen/i:
bt t ).C '

.
-
F 4

- Wil Cl
Cdn Army, 3 Nov 43)

,
\

The phrase two months! inforcements for second flisht®

appears to be in error ar should read “sscond month'!s

reinforcements for con izsht" . %

S The following fim ~canateched to
the Mediterrancan convoys
Ki. ¥, 25A and K.l

irst Flight

(e

Line No. Draft ffrs ORs Total

s Oct demand for 1 Cdn
Div and 1 Cdn Armmy Tk
Bde : 198 - 3401 3599

3. First nonth's rfts,
TS nat I3 R + - [
DATYSL FlL1ZNGy o © 0
n T - - (8]
£t Bns 133 1713 1846

tals - 548 5317 5865

Line No, Draft ffrs ORs Total

4, Nov demand for 1 Cdn
Div . and 1 Cdn Army Tk : ;
Bde 50 640 690

5. Pirst month's rfts,

5econd Flight, 7 Rft
Bn 77 133 810

6. Second month's rfts,
First Plight, 8 Rft Bn 131 14170 1601

Totals - 258 2843 3101

(C.K.H.2. file 1/AAT GenY/l:
3.0. to G.0.C.-in-C,, 3 Nov 43)




82. During Ncvember of 1943 there were suggzestions
that the twd months' intensive holding shmulu be reduced.
Brigadier Yeeks advanced a sugzestion of six weekd intense
or one month's intense exclusive of I-Lists. Brigadier
Zeigler added a second suggestion that since the chief
deficienclies appeart : ong tradesm some sort of
nronortional scheme £ bt > the claim
of the Mediterrane: ¢ o}V
suggestions were © = ar who
stated, "Wy decisic t S 1re ld be no change in
the holdings for the prssent. Review can be suggested if
thouzht that further changes in the situation warrant this”.
(C.M.H.Q. file 1/AAT Gen/1: Letter A.D.A.G.(A) to B.G.S.,
C.NV.H.., 24 Nov 43 and psncilled note thereon by Brizadie
Zaiglar; Letter B.G.3., C.M.E.2. %o J.“., 26 Nov 43, with
pencilled nots as abdve over Senior Officer's sisnature)
83, No change in the situation occurred during Decamber,
but early in January 1944 a proonosal to amend the basis of
calculating reinforcements in connection with X-Lists
threatened to reduce the numbers sent to the Mediterransan,
no matter how many months' wastage was permitted, The
chief voints in the n scheme aypear in a letter from
General Stuart to Brizadisr Becament:

Para 3. A r tion of the basis of

calcul tion of the
of List whic
and the *w:"cui.t' ges
non-egffectives, has
new basls slightly
cated to you in our A5041' d:
following is thz new
a future poliecy:

chs
h should be
r,ault,\ in ths
in varience to that

-_—

R
DESLS

Percontage
Chargeable
Against Rfts

X-List Type

mn

ibed ’; Dan 4}.
which will be

L]

component - narts
reed acmainst rfts,
allowed as
adoption of a
communi -

The
used as
Percentage
Allowable as
Non-~5ffeetives

};"" P.-O.,.'!‘. O
X=2 Detention 100

Hosnital 12

X=4 100
X=5 100
X-6 0

0

100
0
8
0
0
100
10C

a

W

Para riew of the allowances from the X-List
which you will be able to count as non-effectives
there is no sound basis for an additional allowancs
of 3%. It is true that Canads al¥lows Cdn Army
Overseas to hold an additional 3%, of W.Z. and rft
strength to offset temporary loss of avallabls
manpower caused by non-cffectives. However this
3%, is dissipat by £Z-List Bllowances granted to
the componznt tl dn Army Overseas in the
manner detail
L 1/i7astage/2:
to B snt, 7 Jan 44)
Brigadier Beament's rerly stres of the special
problems which had arisen in 2rransan theatre and
made & strong cass for his own tion of thése oroblems:
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The method of calculating rft bids which you have
now laid down has certain noints which operate
against the holdings in this theatre at any time
equalling two months intense rates, and I therefore
consider that certain modifications are necessary.
It is essential that calculations include an esti-
mated casualtv fizure for the period between the
day on which my bid is made, and the day the convoy

bringing reinforcements arrives, The fact that
convoys arrive each month is offset by the inclusion
of the rfts demanded on the previous bid. Turther-

more I have just been notified that convoys are now
svaced at 36 day intervals, and therefore casualties
must be calculated for a longer »eriod than two
months; for example; my-bid for .M.Z. 31 after
concurrence by you muut reach TRITDOM by 25 Feb 44
and therefore my calculations will be mads on or
about 23 7"eb 44 to include the neriod ending 15 Yay 44.
In other words, a neriod of 81 days for which °
casualties must be calculated. At the same time
the number of rfts reccived from 3-3 List will be at
the rate of 12% ver month for 81 deys.. I consider
it wrong in principle to include 1007 of X-2 Tist,
as soldiesrs sentenced to detention are dll ssrving
sentenczs in excess of 90 days .and cannot be made
available readily ... there i1s no reason to hzlisv
that over a nrojected neriod Tor svery soldicr
relecased there will not bz another: committod.

Under the pressat hasis no allowance is made for

any nersonnel- graded by mgdical boards for.dutics
only in L.iof C., -apnd &.7.7. units. As the numbcrs
are substsatial, this scriously affects the rein-
forcement victurc and in order to dsal with the
nroblem I have crcatcd an I-9 List in this thsatre,
to which such nersonncl arc nostead boﬂvthcr with

. individuals who arc not availlable as rits, such &s
personncl awaiting mcdical boards, thos: :u%j;ct

to confidential rsvorts, 0.0.T,Us cundidatss awaiting
interview by 0.2.T.U. 3clection Board and exzchange
personnzl awaiting »osting to field units ... AsS
vproved nscecssery in the U.K. duz allowuncs 'or non-
offcetivos must b: mads and not morc than 25%

the X-9 List should b: included as uVullublu.

(C.M.H.~, £ile 1/AAT Gon/1/3:
Boament to ¥.Z.A., 9 Foh 44)

The final dceision was slishtly morc favourabl: to

ditcrrancan thoatrc than was the orizinal plan as

in a lottor dospatehad 17 Mar 44 as follows:

The gquestion of thu lavpse of time botween thoe day

on which a C.M.*, bid is madc and the day on-which
rfts arrive in the thoutre wos raiscd by you.

It is agresd that the anticeipatcd casualtics

betwecen thosc datoes should be tuken into account;

but it is considcrcd thot the intorval in guostion
should bc bascd on avuilible informution ws to dutcs
of sailine und not on-any #ixcd moriod of timc.

Changes in pereontages of X-Lists:

X~8 For roturn UK.
Chargcable Against Rits - 0
Allowable gs Non-Effcetive - 100
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Rfts
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It is noted in yours of 9 Teb that you state that

. personinel pgraded by medieal boards for duties in
G.H.2., and L, of C. units only have been included
in -9, It is considered thot such personnel
should not be included in -9 as ﬁefinad in R.0,
4308 of 23 ¥eb 44, Personnesl who have been
graded by medical boards for duties 1n G.H.%. an
L. of C, units only ars definitely available as
reinforcements for such units, If he number of
such personnel is so great that it exceeds the
number of reinforcements required for the units of
this degerintion, then avnlication should bz mads
for return to U.%. of ths surplus.
To summarize, therefore, your reinforcement require-
ments, as Trom the end of March, will be “aseﬁ on
ohe month!'s wastace at intense rates vplus no
effectives, the total of which will be dete L¢1nﬁd
by allowable nercentages against component parts
of the XI-List as shown above, »lus z2stimated wastase
between dsat:s of subumission of bid and sstimsted
arrival, and less rccoverable casualties in the
sameé period.

(C.M.EF.n. file 1/AAT Gen/1/3:
Stuart to Boament, 17 i'ar 44)
85. Veanwhile snothér »lan for the assipgnment of manpowsr
in the Canadian Army had been worlkcd out at C.lL.E..

Para 2. Troopers have raorasente
w2 muet on no account nrsjudice
component of 21 Army Group ‘...

gimilar but more comnlex situation
of manpower subcsiling in resnect

which comd concerned is civen libe
make use of personnsl et his
for your consideration we
| ment to govern Cdn allocations

L’_.‘.L:'

3

o

Para Proposal to
sub—ceillns based
authorized units plu
is placed currently
limit comd will be
personnel in accordance w
onerational factors
service to be added,

zgtablish
=1

approved

oG T 1 P g
ocnis z1ven

ith his a

Para 4. Above
force comd within

temporary units on
on -provisional orsani

rty of
diserc
institute

on sunmmation of
rf'ts

at two months holdings,
liberty

aveilebility and naturse

d strongly that

comhosition of Cdn
Trooners

mecoting
by im»osition
of theatres within
action to
tion, I suzgest
e similar arranzce-
grsonnel,
for cach
r.2s, of
which for C.M.F

Fal
A

“"ithin
to utilize
ooreciation of

of

reouired for sucr

later authoriZzatic

nermanent basis.

to be tamrorary and

tion or disbandnsent.

Para 5. To satisfy N.D.F.". reouirements and in
ordar to securc orcanizationc uniformity and
conbrol in res»sct of theatre prioritiss full
detalls would be advised this F.0. and confirmation




granted under G.3.D. 602, It will be und:rstood

that should priorities change or resources incrcase

units and additions established on a tecmporary
stituted as permancnt addition

.=

basis ,could be recon:
to theatrc after £ authorization by this H.Q,
under C.G.S. 13%39-1 ich.event appropriate transfer
from continzcncy reserve to theatre sub-ceiling
would be made,

Para 6. Please give the sbove early consideration
and cablc 2 yvour commcnts after discussion +ith
Montague,

~. file 1/Cdn Army/1/4:
RY .to FLLMBO for

In gzencral this

D A adian milita Ty
uthoritics in Italy,

ceiling at the rigad
therefore ul;tud on thu

{
i
\ following basis:

(b) For the purposc of calculating the celling
the units przs:ntly authorized to form in the
Med thsatrzs should all be counted within the
summaetion of 7.ZEs. These include all units
shown in G.3, (3.D. 1) tables 5 Feb 43 as
aporoved or anproved in principle with the
gxception of inersment to forward base Rt Bn
which will be _accepted as G,3.D. 602 ch&rjq.
See Appx “B“]

" (e) In addition to units in (B) the following ¥.Zs,
should bz included in summation, Increase to
W.,Es, of Cdn Sece G.H,Q. 1l Zch, Cdn Sec G.H.Q.
2 Bch and non-effective transit wing.

(d) If any further units within the composition
of the Cdn Army arc transferred to this
theatre, W,E. should be included in-summation
and sub-ceiling increascd accordingly.

(¢) Other units required and outlinsd to Montague
will be accapted as G.J.D 602 charge agzinst
rfts.

Ibid: Tel 4.C.G. 1689,

FLAMBO from CANDEX to
C:iM'ILITRY, Stuart from
Beament, 23 Feb 44)

H
L

86. While thcese suggestions werc being exchanged the
nroblsm of wastage was azain raised by C.M.H.2. The fixed
rate of reinforcements from Cznada and the vproba bllluy of
casualties from “QVIRLORD" had created a situation in the
reinforcement units which led to thec following decision:

(97

Para 2. In futurc ws will roview situetion
monthly on receipt K forecast of your bid and will
take into cecnsidaration your actual casualtiecs
and forecast of your activity and availability
of rcinforcements considering othor theatre and
othsr vertinent factors.
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Para 3, Tor reasons stated above and in view
operational priority this theatre consider you

must operate with one month's holdings at intense
rate from end of March. This wlll enable you to
reinforce efficiently until end Ap ril if intense
period activity extended and will provide
opportunity to review in March when bid for K.M.F.31l
must be confirmed. You will bear in mind that

rate of return of casualties will accslerate.

ile 1/AAT Gen/1/2:
5, CATTLITRY to
CH

IDEX, 19 Feb 44)

-
L F
25
LANVBO for

817. As might have been exnected this suggestion was
strongly opposed from the lediterrunean section, whore both
Brigadier Beament and General Cresrar stressed the need of an
adequate pool -to mect the casuslties expected from projected
operations, press he point that the time lag inherent

in the convoy sys ad been further increased by graduzl
lengthening of  th e¢rval between Mediterranean convoys,
now 36 days. (C.M.H.n. file 1/AAT Gen/1/3: Tel A.C.A,2048,
"LAMBO from CANDEX to CANI'ILITRY, 25 Fcb 44), These
arguments were futile against the immediate necessities of

the reinforcement situation in the U.k. and = d:finit,
deoision was made on 13 Mar 44, when a ceiling of 61,483 all
ranks ~ 56,308 on W.Es, and 5175 as one ﬁnth‘s rs Lnforcu-
ments - was grantcd to tn Vedit.rrancan thoatre. Rules
for the ecmnloyment of reinforccments in ad hoc and special

units were as follows:

rara 5. Further in ordsr to 'naklu the Comd of
the forcc to meet temporary or emsricncy conditions
he 1s permitted to authorize as t»mporary provision
within the avoroved manpower sub-ceiling “V.13s, and
units required subjset to the rfollowing conditions:
(2) Such authorizations if of a permansnt nature
to be referred to CJM.H.T. where if concurred
in as such will be ruled as an authorized
addition to ths force and covercd by approp-
riate transfer of man-ow:sr from thc contin-
gency rescerve to the sub-ceiling for the force,

(b) Such authorization if of a temnorary nature
only will be advised to C.M.H.D. stating ddte
of inception, purposc of formutlon manpowe
involved, ,x,uct;d duration and ubs nu,ntly
the actual date of termination.

(¢) Personnel.involved in such temporary authoriza-
tions ‘arc to be counted against rfts for the
theatre until such time as authorized as a
permansnt provision within the forecs or tormina-
tion of the temporary authorization.

}eS. 7178,

TTLITRY to TLAVBO for

Renlies from both Gencral Burns (now commanding 1 Cdn
Corps) and Brigadier Wceks protested the reduction to one
month's wastage with the usual arguments, but the last
word lay with C.M,H.?., who produced the following ruling
on %30 Mar:
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Inform Comd 1 Cén Zorns wé will zndceavour

il ;
timses to snsurc thet your rft holdings do not fall
below eguivolent of ons month at intonse rates
aprrox., This noliev will take into ceccount convo]
turnaround, cetuzl stronaths =nd other relcvent
fﬁctcrs such s rceeovorable cisucltics d will

frac 1% your tetal sxccedling twe
o1 requiz P Our assossment of yvaur bids
will bec bascd uv wro jectd * thesc considera-
tions in the light :f ur nthly rzsview. You
will anprecictz howsver that with operaticnal
ty 3 bl satre ond arrivals

oriority now accordecd
Prom Cancda ot fix=d m
require modification

(C.M.E.2., fils 1/-;1 Gan/1/3:
T 966, CLAIMTILITRY to
or CAWDIEL, 30 Mar 44)

88. There "ill bz n
ments, In order t 3

this seetion has go
rgst of the report.
will no doubt be tr

further roference to reinforce-
' noliey on the sub-cziling

3}
beyond the time limit for the
f réinforcementcs

f
bro:der scale in policy
reports where the nwtlJnJl problem may be reviewed. For
the troops in Italy znd for znyone who writes for or “bout

them it is simply a muttsr of getting enough reinforcoments,
not only to msct the hz vy casuultles which wore suffzred,
but «lso the »roblem of supnlying the right men at the right
time and place in « theatre whers distences were great and
transrort problems almost unbelicvably difficult.

TRAINING AND ZARLY OPEH LTI

89. 3ince the ?TITBTj“CAF
and the Corps was nob c:"‘1
Tanuziry 1944, some mention

did in the interim. ° "ctu%_

troining. OQut of thesz 80 « _y

unit to get itself settled in

- bd

onvoy londed on 10 Nov 43
y in cetion till the cnd of
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and to unpack znd sect up storcs which C 1 unhavpy way of
gotting misdirected or delcved in transit. ith the
exception of 5 Cdn irmd Div the troops werc supplied w7ith
only skeleton transport for the first two u_dthJ, and ‘tha
of such cuality as made it of limited valus for even the
ssscntizl matters of supoly, lct :1#3, training nczeds (ses
parz 65). Korecover thers were a2t least two lengthy moves
for most units. Corps DS m sici Cdn

stymd Div Troops from £F
tration at Altamura cnd
the Ortona arec before they g« 6o &
of the VMinister of National Defence (see »aras 42 -
Christones end New ¥ear | a7 '
inc:nacitation dus to loce ilments particularly

gnteritis end jaundice

qﬁsuim%amﬂ

09 AN [ £ O
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V.D. = all made Turther inroads on training time %
Due to the delay in obtaining besttle-worthy equipment,
training itself was largely llmltbd to the use of
personal weapons and to hardening sxercises - training
which was undoubtedly neceded but which held little
interest for the troops who had spent

a

in Engl;na doing exactly the sams thing. 'ith
the exception of some experience zained in the use
of ,aunv weapons as notéd above (para 65) it is
dcubt;gl if the troops went into battls as fit as
when they left the United ¥Wingdom; certainly they
were not so well cquipped. aut they brought with

them a keen dmbitimn to play a worthy part in the

operations of ghth Army and tu maintain the
—rpedubtation ulrhddy set up by 1 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn
Armd Bde., (‘"lar diaries of all formations and
units)
90. Although these Canadian forces as a whele
wers desizned. to'spend somg weeks in reserve, they
wers not all left in training arcas On: 8 Nov
instructions were issucd by 15 Army Group that 1 Cdn
Ked =egt, R.C.A., was to bc cquivped without delay =nd
sent to supvnort 13 Corps, Since this was an ordsr
direct from British authority concerning a Canadian
unit, General Crerar wrote immcdiately o General
: Jlﬁt nder offering the uso of any troops that might

be noceded but voicing his oninion that the selcetion
of the Can.dian units employed should be a matter

for his own dccision, This direct and early applica-
tion of his powers undocr the Visiting Toerces .'ct
undoubtedly helped to make clear the true nosition

of th¢ Canadian forecs in the Mediterransan., (Hist

x A .rcecport in December 1943 on the alarming
incidence of this discase stated that “the
rate for V.D. among Cdns in Sicily 1s now
454 per thousand per year®, (W.D., Cdn
Seec 1 Bch, December 1943%: Appx 24, Hunter
to Beament, 22 Dec 43), Various attempts
to mect this particular problem included
abandoned plans for supervised brothels
and. a general sducational palicy with
penaltics for troops who could not prove
that the clementary prote ct1 n provided
by V-packs and “bluc light centres' had

bececn adopted. Placing the large cities
'out of bounds! normally l=d to excesses
in the villages or among rural communities
where adeguate prophylactic stations

could not be propsrly established. {T.D.,

H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 11 Nov 43)




See file
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: Itely 1943/1 Cdn Corps: “100/-' Letter G.0.C./

1-0, Crorar to Alexander, 10 Nov 43; .D.,Lt-r,n Cr rar,
9 -~ 10 Nov 43; @nd 7.D., A, & 9, Branch, H.5. 1 Cdn Corps,
Cnnf rence of 15 Nov 4)53

91.'
mid-Nove
became s

Another call on Csnedisn manpowér was made in’
mber when the local politieal situation in-3icily
o disturbed that it was considered neccssary to

set up a.special force, cconsisting of what were called

L

Tdouble

aid to the ecivilian power in casg of merzen
I3 = 343 I

distribution of food by AM.G.O0.T black ms
1 - ]

given as po

Crecrar,
of onc m

250 othe

companies” from 1 Cdn Corns Troops, to provid

[ o P 5,

O1

plus Azzt*tiun of Ta:s
potential czuses of troul
15 Nov 43), Six snecial groups each to consist
ajor, three ca~tains and four lisutenants, with
3r ranks, wers organized under command as follows:

b’ Fonerel Crerar's reply contained the following nara-
grarhs:
I am writing to you personally, rather than taking
up the matter officially with your H.”. concerning
certain implications of 15 Army Gp Message 3.D.1043
dated 8 Nov which dculs with the early eguipment

:
and despateh to the meinland of 1 Cédn
1l C.A.G.R.A., which formation arrived in Sicily
yesterday and is under ny administrstive commond.
This message was nddressed for action to 1 District,
It was merely repecated to me for information.

Med Regt -of

AS you know no question arises as to the utiliza-
tion of Cdn formations and ancillary units of

the Central Mediterrancean Force in whatever
operational tasks you may dceide and, where
nscessary, the conscquentizl plocing of such
formations and units under other Cdn comnand.
“hile tho Cdn Govt 4 ysires that the severzl Cdn
formations in this thentrs should bs grouned as
soon &8 pr ct*n'hl; :nd to the meximum extent

in 1 Cdn C“rn nd under my comd, I am instructed
that this desire is not to be interprested as
recstricting your decisions concerning appropriate
grouping of these Cdn formations cete, for such
operational tosks as you may contemplate. Indeed
I am delighted that at such an early future date
at least ons of the units which came out with me
will be in action.

My protest dccls only with the procedure adopnted
in the case of this message. : I hold the
definite view that the instructions fraa your
H.2. should have becn'nddrcssed to my H.2, as

well as to H.”. No. 1l Dist. I £lso consider
that, as a matter of princinle, I should have
been given the opnortunity of nominating the
particular Cdn Med “iegt for - this cperational
responsibility, While, in faet, 1 Cdn Med

Regt is a suitoble selection, 'conditions unknown
to your H.7.. might well have indicated other-
wise.

o fille: It“ly 1943/
l Cén Corps: GOC/E: Letter
, Crerar to Alexander,
10 Nov 43)
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Messina ares Lt-Col Thorne 1 Cdn Lt A.A. Regt
Taormina area Lt-Col Darwin C.R.E. 1 Cdn Corps
: Troops
Riposto area Lt-Col Liggatt 2 Cdn Med Regt, R.C.A,
Acireale area Lt-Col ¥Wright 11 Cdn Armd Td Regt,
r R.C.A.
Catania area Lt-Col Bulner C.R.A.S.C. 1 Cdn Corps
Tps coln
Syracuse area Lt-Col Bingham 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt

These zroups were, however, never called upon to act, (7/,D.,
G.3. Branch, H.Q, 1 Cdn Corps, November 1943, Appx 7)

92 The engineers of 5 Cdn Armd Div were called upon
soon after their arrival. On 27 Nov, General Simonds was
requested to make them available for operations with Eighth
Army and agreed "so long as it was assault work and not

building behind the lines’, This assurance was received.
(7.D., G.S. Branch, H.%. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 27 Nov 43), The

-

sappers under Lt—lol J.D. Christian, 3.3.;., 5 Cdn Armd Div,
5 -

™i
moved forward and onerated unde
suprort of and assisting the engineers of 2 j.?. Div, who
had been heavily engazed and had found it difficult to
maintain the L, of C, The first job assigned to the
Canadians was the I”DPOJLWPUt of & stretch of road from
Casalanguidd (H4283) to the Sangro. This task was given
to 1 #d Sqa., 10 d Sqn was put to work on a high level
bridge over the R. Aventino at map ref'erence H300901; this
they complsted by 10 Dec - an achievment which won them nraise
from General Freyberg. On 9 Nov, 1 Tp of 1 Sgn came under
command of 1 Cdn Armd Bde 1ﬂ operated with 12 Cdn Armd

(74
g

Regt, clearing mines under shell fire. The whole group was
recalled to the command of 5 Cdn Armd Div at the end of
December, and although not all of their tasks had been of
an "assault ndturu" they had. overated under shell fire and
mortar fire and during cnemy air attacks, and had suffered
several casualties, two of which were fatal. The value
of the training received is noted by the C.R.E., 5 Cdn Armd
Div:
«.»this veriod has been very valuable in that it
has been semi-operational: without the urgency that
the coming re-attachment to the division will
require,
(W.Ds,, G.S. Branch, H.Q.
5 Cdn Armd Div, 12 Cdn Armd
Regt, 1 and 10 ®d Sgns, R.C.E.,
FA.la r 1944) "
93 . H.2. 1 Cdn Corps receiv somewhat unususl

e

ea a
assignment during January. transit camp was needed
in the Salerno area for a large movement of personnel;-
1 Cdn Corps was asked to provide 1600 men to run the camp
and to do traffic control in  the surrounding areas. In
view of the impending overstions for 5 Cdn Armd Div the
men were provided by 1 Artillery Group, R.C.A,, which
detailed 11 Cdn Army Fd Regt'and 2 Cdn Med Regt, while
1l Cdn Corps Arty sent 1 Cdn Lt A.A. Regt .and -7 Cdn A,Tk
Zegt to make up the necsssary detachmsnts., The first
two units mentioned set up and operated the camps, which
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the finest beaches in the Mediterranean. Mhe Fa

reaturned to 1 Cdn Corps arca at the end of January.

(#.D8., H.Q, 1 Cdh A.G.R:A,, H.2. R.C.A. 1 Cdn Corps, Il Cdn
Ariny d Regt, 2 Cdn Ied Rwezt, 1 Cdn Lt A.A. Regt, Cdn 4.
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was8 required
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The first r

in the front 1i

On 4 Jan 44 wor

an infantry Drlg

Inf Bd
294).
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i [HB=ER( actually to

1 Cdn Inf Bde and 5 Cdn Arm

' 1t Bri Headquartars

to relisve
sport No. 165,
he move w i de-name 'Exe ge START(W.D,,
N« 5 Cdn Armd Div, 5 Jan 44),. A month earlier
Armd Div had written to General Crerar:
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5 Cdn
The-infantry brigads
the end of this rnonth
groun which I would 1i
its first exnzrience of

steaming ahead and by
could form a brigade
to secnd forward to get

cortact with the c¢nemy.

See rile Itq]y 1943%/
Corns: GOC/E: 58-1/
Simonds- to Cr,rlr, Dec 43)

Crerar repliecd:

I azres that it would be
could arrangs to ﬁ"t sorz oparational exw
for the 11 Cdn Inf before the -division,
whole, is put toge h;r. I should imagine
Slghth Lrmy would bz only too glad to rec
‘resh rsinforcement so reli an inf

this f ave
bda is in nezd of and r,.lt

hal

'-rr“-l'[

Eri

very nful 1f
snce
as a
that
sive

and

r:st

irmd Div received
for activs balTlP, T
Branch, H.2. 5 Cdn i-mﬂ Div 2 Jun 44).
%rigadidr d Cdn Inf Bde,
front and which he
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Jan H.2. 5 Cdn
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plan f
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No furth a i vailable to explain
the Gcci 1 Cdn Bde :p at this tims.
General Crerar's ori cinal r ind fvonendice

for December 1944 wers lost by cneny Mctwo (C.M.H.5.
file 24/Diaries 21 A. Gp/1, Vol 2,'L,ui 0 i/c far

10 Znr 45, and

Diaries to D,
letter, 2

Hist,
Nov 45).



95, 11 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was composcd as follows:

H,Q, 11 .dn Inf Bde
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Ir R.Cs

Perth

17 Cdn ¥4 Regt R.C.A.

49 Bty 4 Cdn A.Tk Regt R.C.A.

47 Bty 5 Cdn Lt A.A. Regt R.C.A.
24 ¥d Amb R.C.A.M.C.

10 ¥d .Sgn R.C.X,

11 Cdn Inf Bde Coy R.C.4i.S.C,

11 Cdn Inf Bde "ksp R.C,0.C,

('.1,, He%. 11 Cdn Inf Bde,
January 1944: Appx 5, 11 Cdn
Inf Bde lovesment Order No.l,

6 Jan 44)

96 . The firgst section of the grouv started forward on
8 Jan and the move was conplote five days later. The
infantry battalions had by then alrecady started the relisf
of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, C.B. Highrs taking over from "gst N.S.R,
during the afternoon and svening of the 13th. All units
of the brigade were inspected by Ma j-5en C. Vokes, who
weclecomed them to the new area pnd ‘told thsm what was
exoected of then", Ir R.C. took over from R, 22¢ R, the
night of 13/14 Jan and Perth R. remained in ressrve positions
in scuare C3118, Patrollins activities werc carried out
g

frou the day of arrival, the forward battalions sending
presentatives with the last natrols of the 3 Cdn Inf Bde

1nitb which were being reli The inconing troops

exnerienced considzradb ng and shell fire from the

Gsrman vositions, bu ers very lizht and it

appeared that the bri diarist had rightly inter-

preted the “DTicy of command when he wrote on

5 Jan, "The intentio k us in easily'<. (¥.D.,

11 Cdn Inf Bde, Pert hrs, Ir R.C., January 1944)

97. The holding and ».trolling rol: of 11 Cdn Inf Bde
was abandoned for mors vigorous opcrations in the middle of
January, when it was decided to usc the formation for a
strong  push up the idriatic coast towards Frencavilla. The
operation which now ens or the Brigade, 16 - 17 Jan

Trs

— : ]
has commonly been refe 3 the “Arjslli Show'. X
involved an attempt to szizz a series of strongpoints along

and beyond the Tollo road (which ran from the mouth of
the Riccio River inland to the town of Tollo), 'and from
there to push forward into the irielli Velley and establish
firm positions there. (¥.D., G.S5., T.“. 1 Cdn Inf Div,
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January 1944: Appx 52, Ops Log 15 Jan 44, 3erial 1557).
A detailed account of the attack, which d4id not succesd,
will appear:in a squa“Lent report® (Canadian Overations
in Italy, 5 Jan - 21 Apr 44), t the conclusion of the
operation 1l Cdn Inf Bde was reliaved by 2 Cdn Inf Rde
(17 - 18 Jan 44), but did not long remain in reserve.
On 20 Jan the Brisade came under command of 4 Ind Inf
to
1
1

Div (of 13 Corps), rzlisve 7 Ind Bde on the Orsosna

front (¥#.D., H.?. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 Jan 44). Brizade

Headquarters relicved H.72. 7 Ind Bde at Spaccar=11i (C2804),

and C.B. Highrs relieved 1/2 Gurkhas. "B" and "D" Coys

of Perth R. relieved the "Flank Force" of 7 Ind . Bde on

21 Jan, (Ibid, 21 Jan 44) 'he remaining companies of

the regiment were held in reserve, and on the 24th were
into the area of the Ir R.C., w

ho had takken over
the morning of 22 Jan. For the
vities of the Brigade were restricted
5 3 were suffered other than
harassing shell fire. The

from the R. Sussex on
rest of the month act
to patrelling. Fe
those from enemy mo

problems of supply were met by the use of mule trains until
fair weather at the close of the month improved ro*d
conditions and made vehicle transnort possible. Throushout
the period 11l Cdn Inf Bde rencincd under com inr 4 Tnd Inf
Div, and did not rejoin 1 Cdn Corps until 9 b (see nara 103)
(W.Ds,, H.Q. 11 Cdn _Inf Bde, Perth R. C.B. ’*?urg, Ir R.Ca

January 1944),
PZIRATIONS OF OTHER UNITS O 1 CDN CORPS, JANUARY 1944

98, Ag has been mentionsd above (nara 54), 2 Cdn Armd
egt (Ld S.H.) were called forward carly in January to take
part in active operations at a time when the equipment
situation was still very unsatisfactory. On 9 Jan H.9.

5 Cdn Armd Div recceived ordsrs to send an armoured rcgiment
and a motor battalion "north for operaticnal duties

14 Jan 44* (W.D., “G" Branch, H.”. 5 Cdn Lrmd Div, 9 Jan 44).
Training for 2 Cdn ‘rmd iurt was spesded up and firing
practice with the 75-mm was carri »i out on an improvised
range on tut Matera - Gravina road. This nractice was
never complsted, for on 12 Jan - ] rsceived that tanks
I §

v 3
should be loaded forthwith on flat car or an immecdiate
nove, The unit tank strength was brought up to 52 combat
tanks by drawing 27 from 3 Cdn Armd %ecc, Regt, eight from
He.Qs Sgn 5 Cdn Armd Div, three from Tank Servicing Unit

at Blstgllc (P0996) and five from 200 T.D.R. in the same
area. The troops moved forward on 16 Jan and during the
19th commenced rslisfs of “AM™ and "B" Sqns 19 N.Z. Armd
Regt, who had becen in support of brigades of 4 Ind Inf Div
in thv Castcl Frentano (H2999) area. #AW 3qgn 2 Cdn £rmd Regt
took over support of 5 Ind Inf Bde and "B" Sqn that of

7 Ind Inf Bde. The only change 'in the situstion toock
x On 26 Jan Ma j=Gens Burns and Simonds visited H.2. 11 Cdn
Inf Bde. %u was reported (apparently on the basis of their im-
preseions)
«selt appeared that the Fcrth R. and C.B. Eighrs,
while not successful in takin~ and holding thecir
objesectives, h;& performad quite cre ﬂltiﬁl in
what was a difficult operation for their first

try, fighting sgainst hard onposition,

(#.D., "G Branch, H.
5 Cdn ‘rmd Div, 26 Jan “44)
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place on 21 Jan when 11 Cdn Inf Bde recplaced 7 Ind I 1f Bde and
were supported by "B¥ Sqn for the remainder of the month.

leather was at first very bad and the ground conditic W
such that several tanks Pf 19 N,Z. Armd Bde had been left

4 K

bechind, At the end of the month, however, weather improved
and three of the N.Z. tanks were salvaged under cover O
larkness by 5 Tp "B” Sqgn. Opcretions consisted for the

most nart of range table shoots, but later as ground conditions
improved it was possible to move forward and give direct fire
on enemy positions. The month ended with weather conditions
again deteriorating and the rzgiment ready to revert to unde
command of 5 Cdn Armd Div, who took over 4 Ind Inf Div's

sector of the line st 1200 hours- 1l Feb 4. ' (7.Ds., 2 Cdd

Armd@ Regt, "G" Branch, H.”. 5 Cdn irmd Div, January 1944)

29 & The only 1 Cdn Corps which saw actual

fightinz before lestmr R. Tﬂot), who were
sent forward at the same time as 2 Cdn Armd Regt, Lt the
opening of 1944 the rcqimsnt was in a training area near
Matera at P2033. They were in the process of slowly
accumulating their, Jruivmuﬁt whén they were ordered, on

5 Jan, to pass most of it to the units naking up "ST'RS
aronv (see vara 94),. The unit war diary notes that

7 vehiecles were released, which left the unit "practically

stripoed Of carriers and N.Cs.H Basis and hardening
training was continucd until 9 Jan, when the word of a
projected mcv: forward was received. Imneditely there were
many things to be donu, and done at short notice. O1h

5 Cdn Armd Div units supplied equipment but all vehicles did
not arrive until 15 Jan - the day on which the unit’ ca r1¢ rs
were lozded on flat cars for the move. As the vehicles
reached the regiment tn“y had to be cheeked and in sone

cases re-fitted; the maximum of firing oractice and admini-
strative details had to be carried out, and the newly arrived
dental officer (he reached the unit on 51 Dec 43) had to
attenpt the calossal task of at lsast checking the tecth-of

the complete personnel. Regimental officcers of 8 Armd Fd
Regt, R. C.t., gave valuable assistance in carrying out training
shoots and allowing the infantry officers to practice directing
fire on targets T .D., Westmr R, (Mot), January 1944)

100, = The regiment moved forward on 18 Jan and next day
reached a concentration area on the Sangro in thes area
H3192. *rom there they relicved the 1/4 Essex of 5 Ind Inf

Bde under whose command the unit was placed on 19 Jan.
Reliefs took place on 21 Jan and regimental headguarters
was set up at Salarola (H229977). For the first days a
detachment from the Essex remained with anadians to
assist in patrols and to maintain decepthi The section
was the scene of quitc vigorous patrol ac ty by -the
Germans, which was interpreted by the I. the dWestmr R.
(Mot) to indicate 53331bl¢ withdrawal - recognized German
tactics in the Med zan thcatre, No
were put in bv =it but the regimen
amo
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I This was the period during which the Anzio bridg
was esteblished, and VJLlDUu operations were bcing
planned at Army and Corps leval to take advantage of
the situation should the Germans withdraw or to nrovide
such diversionary action as would help the troops in
the bridgehead. (See also para 103%)
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Indian troops who occuvnied the flanking positions; “The

men like them and they ars good to work with in sovite of
some languags difficulty.? Ths expeeted Geriman withdrawal
did not take placc .and the reogiment was rélieved on 25 Jan
by 1/9 Gurkhas and withdrew to reserve in its previous

conesntration area on the Sangro. There it came under
comaand of 1 Cdn .rmd Bde but still in the 4 Ind Inf Div
“r“un. The beginning of Fobruary found Westmr R. (Mot

zain in the line in its 0ld area, where it had rclicved
1/9 Gurkhas on 31 Jan.

101, H.f. 5 Cdn ~md Div did not takc actusl conmsnd of
any f hting units during Jznuary 1944, The beginning of
ths v fcu¢4 Divisional Has ters at Altanura chiefly

daouar
¥ o Ao : e o M . oL il
CC.‘.CJ?_‘;\,G ith squipnent and t?ql;.lu:_-. 1ne necves of
3

i3TiR" fores, 2 Cdn -rmd Rszt snd Jestnr R. (1

occunicd the attention of thz staff for the fi

weeks of Jpauary. On 19 - 21 Jan Headqusrter

forward' to Gissi (E4680), whenecz ths 5=uiur of
-

Pric
able to pay visits to thc h 1iarters of Eigh
13 Corps, 1 Cdn Inf Div and 4 Ind Inf Div, and so keep in
the picture concerning the oper i r troops

se formatic ns . Canadian wits 1dft
visional TJAuﬂuurturs rioved

5 Can Armd Bde (W.D., "G" Braneh,

2 an 44). In the meantine, howevs T,
inrortant changes in nd in the Conadign Arnmy Overseas
were tdklng nlhc (sce pur; 19, end Hist Sec'Report No. 118).
General Simonds was slated to CIL“Lnd 2 Cdn Coros, and
although General Burns' visit to H.O. 5 Cdn Arnd Div was
announced as a ‘period of -cattachment' the two generals

acted together in confarcnces with the officers of senior
forrations,

detached for servics wi
in the Altarmira area wh
north came undzsr comman
H.%e 5 Cdn Armé Div, 13 J

Sorr
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102. 2j=Gen Burns OfflClJllV assured command' of: the
Arn<urud JlVialOn fron Gensrel Zinonds on 23 Jan, and the
latter left for the United Kingdom by air two days loter.
(*7D., Lt-Gen Crerar, 22 - 25 Jon 44), vhile the
Conadian troops wers eazger te tcke a more active part in
the opesrations of Eighth Army, it was clso desirable that
Canadicn operations should be controlled by Crnrdian
forrnations (sse para 101). On 21 Jan Lt-Gen Dempsey, who
was vacating the commnand of 13 Corps to toke part in the
plonning of POVERLORD" (and ultimntely to command Sgeond
British Arry), offered to suggest to his suceessor, Lt-Ger
Kirkman, that

eesafter 11 Cdn Inf Bde z2nd other 5 Cdn Armd Div
tps now under 4 Ind Div had been in the line obout
7 days, 5 Cdn iArnd Div H.O, ‘might take over tha
sector for ocbout 2nother 7 days.

The' proposal wes imceditely presented to Lt-Gen Sir Oliver
Leese, who had succecded General Montgorery as G.0.C.-in-C.,
Eighth .r on 31 Decec 43, Gencrel Leese replied that

«esit would depend on dcocvelopments et the £

which he discussed briefly, and that he thoug
that the div should be concentroted for collsctive
trg at an sarly date, in order that it could

learn the methods copropriate to the probable
further ops, as dstermined by Zighth iLrmy
eXperiesnce,

(Ibid)
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103. ‘Some plans were made for the training concentration
but as long as 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 Cdn Armd RHegt and Westmr R.
(Mot ) were in the 1lin ich training operations could have

<

comparatively little

alu On taking over the divisionzl
command General burns vis

ted Lt-Gen Kirkxman and again
ving H C 5 Cdn Armd Div take over

broached the s=ubjec

t
the section of the fr .ABre ite infant

> + +
4 LF) ¥
1 31d by the Corrs Commsa

ry were already in
the line. He was t« n

der, however, that
.+.he thought it was not advisable during the next
week or so, in view of the fact that the Germans might
be forced to retire by the offensive on the WEST coast,
in which case & Ind Inf Div would have to follow up.and
it would be awkward if an armoured division was holding
the line. He thought that 11 Cdn Inf Bde and the other
tpe should remain in the line for about ten days in
any case.

(Ibid, 24 Jan L)

104. The situation in whici 11 Cdn Inf Pde remained in the
line under command L Ind Inf vV cO nued for annther week,
during- waich the G.C.C. 5 Cdan Arm explored the posqlblli es
of his Jkadquarferc assuming the Brigade, while at a
hl%hcr level the Corps Commander ed the Canadian viewpoint
with G.C.C.-in-C., Eighth Army¥,. e Infantry Brigade was
slated to “carry out a series of minor operations in conjunsticn
with troops of 4 Ind Div in order to obtain a suitable Jjumping
off area for the main attack on OHSOGNA. These attacks were
ontingent on the success of the fir e which was to be
carried out by 4/16 Punjabs, and whi t was hoped, would
8
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indicate ‘that the enemy opposition w kening' (Ibid,
Januery 1944). From the War Diary it appears Lth Genera

Burns held the opinion that 11 Cdn Inf Bde was not to be used
for any further assault, although no conflrmntion of such an
understanding has been found. He gave Erigadier Kitching
instructions to take the necessary steps to prepare for the
operations, but advised him not to commit his troops unless
‘the results of the I'unjabs' attack indicated that the enemy
were weakening'. At Headquarters 4 Ind Tnf Div the matier was
discussed more fully, and Maj-Gen Tuker agreed that the 11 Cdn
Inf Bde attack should only be put in on the foregoing
conditions. (Ibid)

105. On 3C Jan General Burns was warned by H.0. 13 Corps that
5 Cdn Armd Div was to ralievc 4L ITnd Inf Div. Because of its
single infantry brigade the Division was assigned a slightly

shortened line, the L;anco feature C2196 on the left flank being
taken over by 36 Bde of 78 Inf Div. (Ibid, 3C Jan 44). H.Q.

5 Cdn Armd Div took over command of the sector at 1200 hours

1l Feb with 1 Cdn Armd Bde lecss 12 and 14 Cdn Armd Regts under
command and 11 (Brit) Inf Bde Gp as immediate reserve. (Ibid,

1l Feb L4i4.

1 CDN CORFPS ASSUMES COMMAND

106, While these reliefs and minor operations were
taking place Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps moved forward from
Taormine to the mainland where they halted at 214607 on the
Altamura - Torrito road. The main party arrived 11 Jan

X On 27 Jan General Crerar “had brief discussion with Army
Commander, again empha:i21ng speedy amalgamation of
Canadian Forces in CMF under my command. (wW.D.,

Lt-Gen Crerar, 27 Jan 4L4)
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rand for the ensuing two weeks activities consisted mainly
of supervision of such training as was possible among Corns
Troops (who had also advanced to the mainland} and training
schemes for the Headouarters nersonnel themselves, It was
imoortant that the latter should be ready. to meet the
discomforts and inconveniences of directing overations

over a campaign when . continued movement was necessary. A
very comrlete drill was leaid down and it functioned quite
efficiently. Meanwhile Generel Crsrar was in contact.with
the :‘rmy Commander and nressing for an active role for

1 Cdn Corps as a unified formation (see para 104). A
number of staff officers wers attached to British and
Canadian units and formations on the front line. (7.Ds.,
Lt-Gen Crerar; "G"™ and A, & 0. Branches; H.?. 1 Cdn Corps,
January 1944) :
107. Under command of Gensral Leess in mid-Jgnuary were
5,Corps on the Adridtic coust (comprising 1 Cdn Inf Div

and 8 Ind Inf Div) and 13 Corps (with 4 Ind Inf Div and

78 Inf Div). As indicated above, 11 Sdn Inf Bde had operated
under 5 Cords for the "ARTETLI Show™ and had then returncd

to holé a2 portion of the 13 Corps line on the rizht while
'estmr .. (Mot) was sent in between 4 Ind and 78 Inf Divs.

On 13 Jan, H.7. 1 Cdn Corps received warning to 'be ready

€o relieve 5 Corps about 1 Teb (¥.D., B.S., H.". 1 Cdn Corps,
13 Jan 44). During the last four days of January an
inereasing provortion of 1 Cdn Jorps rersonnel moved into

H.”. 5 Corns at Rocca with their.British opposite numbers,

in ordcsr that the take-over might be as smooth as mossible.
setual change of command took place at 0001 hours 1 Teb,

Press repreosentatives were granted cn official interview

and were allowed to inform the world that "a Can:dian Corns
wes now in the line under command of the Eizhth Army"* (7.D.,
Lt-"en Crerar, 2 Teb 44),

108. The long period of training was now drawing to a
close and all ranks werc increusingly eager to engaze in the

real operations for which they had rchearsed so long and
travelled so far. General Crerar was sneaking for, rather
than to,his staff at Taormina when he coneluded an address
to 2ll officers and senior H.C.0s., of F.7., 1 Cdn Corns with
the following words: 3

Through no shortcomings on our part, but due to the
great issues and influences of a "forld ar, we of
the 1 Cdn Corns have been a very long time in getting
to grips with the Zerman encmy. No one can
appreciate more sincerely than myself, the strain
it has been on all-ranks to maintain throusghout thesse
ears of training and re-trzining in the United
Kingdom, that keenncss and zood discivline and high
mor=le which are essential to a first class )
soldiery. Thot strain has been successfully
withstood. The fact that each ons of us is a
voluntcer, undoubtedly has contributed to that
result. In any event, the long vneriod of asntiei-
potion and prevaration iscbout over and the time
of testinz 1is at hand.

I have full confidence that 1 Cdn Corvs will come
through its tests in battls with ereat credit to
itself cnd Cannda., My job, and yours, is to sce
to it that as and when the formztions of the
corns are put into battle, they enter it with




every controllable circumstance in their favour
wlith every reacuisite of a sound »lan comnlested

in good time. There can be no hicher resnon-

gibility. Let us see to it that it is fulfilled

to the uttermost.

(Fist Sec file: Italy 1943/
1 Cdn Cormns: 16 /3: Address
of Cen Crerar in Taormina,
11 Dec 43%)
109 Although H.”. 1 Cén Corps now had two divisions
(1 3dn Inf Div and 8 Ind Inf Div) to command and could be
considered as really beinz in action, the abscncs of the
other Canadian troops in Italy from the Corns Order of
Battle was unsatisfactory to General Crerar. ith the
utmost vigour the Corps Commander nressed Tor the return
of these. other Tormations to Canadian command. Thile
successful in gzaining the transfer of 5 Cdn Armd Div, in
the case of 1 ?dn Zrmd Bde he was forccd to accept a

compromise solution which continued for nractically the
entire neriod of Canzdian operations in Italy.

About 1800 hours [5 Tﬂb] the Army Commander spoke

to me on the seeravhone, advising the withdrawal

of a further formation from the Xighth Army front

an@ intimating that 5 Cdn Armd Div would need to

remain in the line, undgr command 13 Corpns, I \
informed him thsat in spite of the administrative
inconvenience that might be temvorarily caused,

there was no tactical reason that I could see,

which should prevent the immediate grouning of

both 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div under 1 Cdn

Corns, transferring 8 Ind Inf Div to 13 Corns.

“hile General Leese was definitely reluctant to

make these changes, he did not entirecly refuse,

and suggested that I »nrevare my arguments on the

case, for an Army Confzrence that he intended
to hold next day. Later, about 1900 hours,
l'ajor-General Walsh, C, of S, Zighth Army
telephoned me on the same subjcct. I rene -t
my former views and added that if they wers no
met I should have no alternative but to rs
the continued undesirable situation of 1
“orns to the Canadian Government.

3
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6 Tan) 2s = result of renrcscntations made by
me the previous evening, the C, of S. had workecd
out arrangements for 1ntv“Fhvnf of command and
reliefs which brought 5 Cdn Armd Div under
command 1 Cdn Corps from 10 #cb 44, 1 Cdn Armd
Bde being nlaced under command 13 Jorns to give
the latter re quisitz armour.

'.D., Lt-Gsn Crerar,
, 6 Tsb 44)

\ N —~

110. The reliefs or this new disnosition took some

days, but by 9 Feb HE.C. 5 Cdn Armd Div had moved to
Prisa (C3106) and

command 1 Cdn Cor

diary entry of 5
tailpisce:

rclieved 8 Ind Inf Div, coming under
s at 1200 hours of that day. The war
A

P
Cdn Armd Div provides a satisfactory
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gfore brought t cether once
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dian Corons 'itr both Cdn Inf
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1 Cdn Inf Ede
2 Cdn Inf Bde
3 Cdn Inf

Div Tps

opersticnal purposes, 4x4's are essential)

1 CDN INF DIV

88% 85% 704 90% 100%
855 85%  70%  90% 100%
78% 854 706  80%  100%
850  85% 774  82%  100%

N
APFENDIX "A"
Summary of Re-Equipment Frcogramme
g Fercentege -of ‘W.E. held as ¢ eb 44
H.Q. 1 CDN CGRPS AND CCRES TPS
Arm or Service, _ _
Fcrration or tB! - SIG Warlike G1098
Unit Tks Vehs Eqpt Stores Stores Guns Remarks
| H3 1 Cdn Corps 100% 75% 57% 60%
| Enzrs 98% 408  90%  85%
Sigs 1004 75% 658  45%
S&T Supply Coys 100% < 1004  100%
S&T Tpt Coys 100% - 76% 50%
| Meds 99% - 754  75% ,
Lorries dis-
ord 95% - 70% 50% infestor MUT
yet available,
Deficient 18
REME 95% - 56% 40% lcad carrying
) vehs due
: daily.
Mise 98% - 76% 50%
I Cdn Armd C Regt ; 3 ;
(RCD) 100% 704  59%  50%
f 1 CDN CCRES ARTY
. ] only 5 guns
1 Cdn Med Regt 100%(4) 75% 80% 754 1004 out of 16
in action.
2 Cdn Hed Regt 98% 804  40%  50%
5 Cdn Med Regt 98% 1004 100% 100%
Complete in
7 Cdn A Tk Regt 98% 75% 47% 504 100% gqties but NOT
: in types.
9 short but
1 Cdn LAA Regt 98% 75% 64% 504 100% 9 guns held
this area for
: this unit.
11 Cdn A Fd Regt 98% 80% 52% 50% 100%
1 Cdn Svy hegt 98% 90% 90%  50%
(NOTE: (B) Lorries 3-ton GS held are 4x2's, for



D
Arm or Service, - '
Formation or VB! 81G- Jfarlike G1098
Unit Tks Vehs = Eqpt " Stores Stores Guns  Remarks
5 CDN ARMD DIV
Armd Bde 904 954 . 90% 954 1004 98% 4inel 9 Cdn
Lo ey -3 Armd Regt -
Inf Bde . =i+ - 95% - 95% " 95%"" 1006  98% -
iccece Regt 7% 85% 10% 70% 70%
Diy Tps
Arty _ 70% 100% 85% 95% 100% 100%
Sigs -~ 1005 95% = 85% 100%
RCASC - 9% . = 80%  100%
Meds - 98% - 85%  100%
Cthers 20% 95% 90% 90% 100%

ist Sec file Italy: 1944/
iﬁcgn Corps/R/F, 10 Feb 44)
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(a) (b) (e) (d). (e)
- ?
HQ GHQ Tps RCE 5 Pl _29) Declined
¥4, Coys : '3 21 744)
Fd Pk Coy o1} 5 180)
Rd .Constr Coy. 4 1 8 | 206)
Tipper Coy ‘ 1 10 390)
Br: Coy - ] 1. 20 717)
huCh Tqpt Sec Ty 11 2 74.)
1 Gdri*Research Lab BT ' éh 9 Approved
1 Mob Uffr Shop = N B 9 Approved
lncrumnnt to 1 Cdn Aﬂv Dep ] : Under
led Stores L, L 1 considera-
§ : ticn
Ldditionol S & T for.5 Cdn Armd |
Div - proposed az ‘2 3-pl Tp .- 10. 312 Aprroved
Carrying Coy ' ! - ; . :
Reorganization & Tk Btys - Tdowed
(4 and 7 Cdn A Tk Regts) 4 ' 56 Approved
snti-fialarial Control Units | 4 24 Approved
Concert Parties 2" 2 50 Approved |
Cdn Gen Ficoneer Coy = for | Approved
posting psychiatric cases ' : SN AR
Adm skeleton only X 9 60 Frineciple
DR (Lt car) Secec 1 26 Approved
i in "
. Frinciple i
- e i—i == i b e -__..:,-U
, ' 353, | 4084 p
p—— = p— ——_ = AL — E '1R

MGA
approved, declined or pcnding.

cornmitments elsewhere.

Above ﬁill serve to indiceste

stete!" of submissicns reccived,

The totel demands are, you will agree,
impressive, in fhe light of our contingency reserv; and prospective

-
-

(Sgd. )__ M,H.S. Penhale,
Brigadier, GS,
CIHQ.

5 Feb 44
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. Disposal Fer
i * ﬂ Cfirs

(C.M.E.Q., file
1/AA1 Cen/1,
Fol 225 G & H)

1084 ¥

'

thproved 159
Decision & .
Fending " 10
:Declined 184
Totals: s 353
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