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RESTRICTED

R'EPORT NO, 171
HISTCRICAL SECTICON
CANADTAN MILITARY HEADOUARTTRS

5 Mar 47
Operation "BLOCEKBUSTER¥ The Canadian
Offensive West of the Rhlue, 2b Feb -
23 Nar 45(Preliminary Xeport)

Reference Vaps: G.S.G.S. 4414, Germany 1/25000, 4202-4,
4302-5, .4402-5,

The present report describes the planning and
xecution of the oreration by 2 Cdn Corps during late
Tgbruary and early ,arch 1945 to bresak t“rouph the strong
Cerman defences west of the Rhine in the Fochwald area.

It forms a sequel to ?eport Mo. 155 (Operation "VEZRITABLE®
The Winter Offensive between the Maas and the Rhine, & -

2> Teb 45]),

4@ =

2 Operation “VERITABLE® had not progzressed as
favourably as had been pnreviously honed,. Bad weather and

stiff resistance had hampered the offensive, whichH, as such,
was virtually concluded with the final objectives yet to be
reached. The momentum had been kent up almost to the
second phase of the original plan before it became obvious
that the strong "lay backV defences which blocked the way
to the Rhine were, in turn, covered by a series of well
gited positions to the west. A separate operation was
clearly necessary and Gensral Crerar decided to launch it
with all speed (Report No, 155, para 97). Thus, on or
about 19 ¥eb, in keeping with the G.0.C.-in-C's intention
to transfer the weight of Pirst Canadian Army's effort to
the left, Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds began to plan the new attack.
The opzration was to be known as "“BLOCKBUSTER" and H Hour
was set at 0430 hours 26 ¥cb (AEF 45/2 Cdn Corps/C/F:
Weekly Summary of Ops and "Cthltlu , 2 Cdn Corps, 18 =~

24 Teb 45, para 2)

OBJECT AlD PROBLEMS

e The object of Overation "BLOCKRBUSTER" was to scize
the high ground south of Calcar and Udem and then to
exploit throuzh the ensmy's pnositions towards Xanten and
Tesel (AEF 45/2 Cdn Corpvs/C/I, Docket II: Serial 2, Op

“"BLOCYBUSTER" Outline Plan). Taking msaning from these
words, it was, in fact, Phases II and III of Operation
Tf.ITLET!', i.e., "The breaching of the enemy's sccond

defensive system east and south-ecast of the Reichswald and
thc capture of the localities Weeze --Udem - Calcar and the
securing of the communications between them;" to be followed
by "The Breakthrouzh of the Hochwald lay back defence lines
and the advance to sSecurc the gensral line Geldern - xanten”
as originally outlined by Gzneral Crerar in his operational
directive of 25 Jan 45 (6.0.C.-in-C., 1-0-4/1: Operational
Directive to Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds and. Lt-Gen B.G. Horrocks,
25 Jan 45).

4, Of all the problems which faced Lt-Gen Simonds in
his planning, one stood.out. In order to carry out his

part of the operation as laid down by the G.0.C,-in-C,, he
must have a route .through which the momentum of the attack




could be fully maintained to its successful conclusion. The .
choice of these routes was limited, the first being in the
north - the loyland - Calcar - Xanten road. This route,
however, was, according to intzlligence and air photographs,
too cratered and would therefore reguire too much time to
develop. Apart from this, deployment, esnecially to the
left of the road, was limited because of flooding. Finally,
to the enemy this route would be the obvious one to choose.
The second choice was the line of the railway from Goch to
Xanten, This was reported to be a well-founded embankment,
free of mines, and so far as air reconnaissance could show,
untouched by demolition. The third and last route was the
Goch - Kervenheim - Sonsbeck road, a good road, but in the

30 Corns area for the general plan and therefore liable to
become too congested; further, from the direction of Udem
the approachés were too narrow and unfit for heavy traffic.
Lt-Gen Simonds, abnpreciating the relative value of cach
route docided to use the line of the railway, from which his
Enginecers would rip up the track and improve the road bed to
the required standard as the attack moved forward.

Be To the Corps Commandﬂr the key to final success lay
in the capture of the Hochwald nosition astride the railway,
for once this formidable objsctive was in his hands he would
be in the. best passible nosition to sxploit. Yzt he well
knew that the terrain betwesen the Udem - Calcar ridge and
the Hochwald Forest held grave disadvantages; it was low,
soggy ground traverszd by numerous small watcrways, which
spelt bad “going" for his armour. It might casily mean an
infantry battle, which, if unsuvported by the existcnce of a
good firm base along the Udem - Calcar ridge, might prove
disastrous and require the mounting of a further deliberate
attack. Furthermore, his hold on the high ground south of
Calcar had to be strong enough to withstand any counter-
attack from the east whers Lt-Gen Simonds appreciated that
the enemy forces would react with considerable violence.
These,; then were the facts and considerations which governed
the resultant plan, The first blow was to-fall Agulnst the
positions on the high ground west of Calcar, where the cnesmy
was known to be strong. This attack would accomplish three
things:

(i) Push the enemy off an important feature necessary
to the general plan;

(ii) Mislecad him into thinking that the attack would
take the northarn axis;

(1ii) ‘Draw his reserves to the north and create a jumping-
off point for & rapid switech to the south with the
intention of capturing the Udem ridge.

¥hen the ridgse- south of Czlear and sast of Udem was captured
it would be possible ‘to strike ‘egain to the east, canture

the Hochwald position, and at the same time Securec the
pronosed maintenarce route through which Gencral 3imonds
intended to accomplish ths high level ObJ et of the operation.,
(AZ®-45/2 Cdn urr“s/c/ Docket III: Memo of Interview with
Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds by Maj P.A. Mayer, 17 Dec 46)

”TVERAL SITUnTI“W

6. Meanwhile, as 2 Cdn Corps planned and rezrouped itself
for the coming pffen31vb, on 23 Feb, Ninth U.S. Army to the
south launched its long delayed ovneration “GRENADE'® and swept
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across the Roer River between Roermond and Julich, By the
afternoon of 24 Feb 22 battalidns had crossed the water
barrier and some 11 bridges of various ‘ty¥ypes were established
over the river. The build-up on this front procseded at a
fast nace and by 26 Teb the line Oberembt (Fl363) =
Opherten (0868) '~ Holzweiler (0673) = Venrath*(0477) and
Erkelenz (0177) had been reached by XIX and XIII U.S, Corps,
while XVI U.S. Corps, the left flank formation, had seized
Gladbach (9376). So far 5800 prisoners had been taken in
this operation, which had orizinally been scheduled to
coincide with the offensive by First Camadian Army 13 days
garlier. Yet, as General Crerar stated later:

.+sthe rcsultant delay of thirteen days had served
to cmphasize the weisght and importance of our
operation throusgh ths Reichswald and encourazed:-
the enemy to commit a very large proportion of his
best troops to withstand our advénce. He had done
this only by denuding his front to ths south and
thus produced one of the most seriously adversse
features of the German position,

(AEF 45/21 Army Gp/C/F,

Docket ITII: "Operation
Veritable®, 8 Peb - 10 Mar 45,
paras 111, 112) !

g ! In the arsa between 2 Cdn Corps and the Ninth Army's
offensive, 30 Brit Corps, under Lt-Cen Horrocks, was thrusting
south and east from its zig-Zzag line beyond the battered town
of CGoch. /hile on the sxtreme right in oositions bordering
the Maas River 52 (L.) Div attemnted to advance eastwards
across the front held by 32 Gds Bde, 51 (H.) Div struck south~-
westwards from Goch to link up with them, at the same time
kKeevning pace with 53 (W.) Div who were attacking Weeze. On
the left of 53 (W.) Div, 15 (S.) Div mada steady but small
zains towards the road joining Cleve and Udem, Other forces
from Gds Armd Div filled in the gzap between 13 (S.) Div and

9 Cdn Inf Bde some 3000 yards north-west of Xeppeln. The
task of capturing “eeze, however, was not easy. The initial
assault by 160 Bde which began at 0600 hours 24 Feb met
extremely strong. ooposition, although by nightfall Houenhof
(9241) and Host (93%40) werc clear and a foothold had been
obteined in Rottum (9339). TFinally, in view of the hcavy
counter-attacks and large losses in tanks, it became clcar
that there was little chance of breaking through from the
north, and 53 (7.) Div was ordered to contain the “objective.
Lt-Gen Horrocks now ordzsred 53 (W,) Div not to try to znter
the town until the local situatiorn had eased off, for the
time was ripve for Opsration "BLOCKBUSTER" “to commencc and
artillery of 30 Erit Corps would@ not bc available, the attack
by 2 Cdn Corps having priority in regards fire suoport. And
sc the drive on Weezc was halted tempoerarily some 2000 yards
short of the town. (Ibid, paras 107, 108)

8. As D Day for "BLOCKBUSTER" approached, the snemy's
situation began to clear itsclf. On 24 Pgb ‘the most

significant featurc was the resistance to our attdcks at
Weesze and the continued abscsncc of whatever remained of
116 Pz Div and Pz Lehr Div. This, with the incrsased
activity and gun strength sited in the Hochwald and south
of it might well mean that forces had been collected to
hold ths Hochwald hinge, which was now as vital to the
enemy's line on our front as-the Caen hings had been six
months ago in Normandy. The Cerman rcaction to 53 (7.)
Div's nrogress towards Weeze now offered excellent
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opportunity for the Canadian attacks between Calcar and
Udem. If the enemy should counter-attack or reinforce
Weeze from the east, the right flank of his forces so emvloyed
would be vulnerable to any thrust south from Udem. On

the other hand, if he did not take such action he risked

the quick loss of Weeze and subseguent exposure to our
exploitation southwards towards the ranidly advancing Ninth
U.S. Army. (Pirst €dn Army Int Summary No. 239, 24 Teb 45,
vara 6). FHowever, by-0600 hours 25 ¥eb the enemy sesmed

to have once again balanced himself by hurriedly zathering
any such odd' units as were avililable, for his ranks in the
many once proud formations were sadly depleted and suffering
from the. bitter encounters of the past two weeks, The

bulk of 6 Para Div remained in the Calcar region, and
elements of 346 Div and the Pz Lehr Div lurked in attendance
with 116 Pz Div north of Marienbaum. It was suspected
that 84 Div would be resnonsible for the actual “lay back®
defences in the Hochwald, while 15 Pz Gr Div and odd units
of 8 Para Div guarded the- south-western approaches to
Xanten. The area of Wesze, which 53 (W.) Div was at
present containing, was held by 7 Para Div with some assort-
ments from 2 Para .Div. At Afferden, 52 (L.) Div was
confronted by 180 Div, togsther with some members of 190 Div,
the bulk of which remained presumebly, in reserve ncar
Geldern. (4/Sum C.I.G.S./2/6, C.I.G.S. Summary No, 265,
Map "A"™, 25 Feb 45)

9 The zround over which the Canadian Army was to advance
beyond the line of Moyland, Calcar, Udem and Weeze was of a
varied nature. Directly east of Moyland a long flat plain
stretches to the south-ecast following the west bank of the
River Rhine to Xanten. The first ridge which would be
encountered began south of Calcar, continues in the shape of

a drawn bow to the castecrn outskirts of Udem, then crosses

the railway to the Gochfort feature (9939) north of
Kervenheim (9938). Between Kervenheim and Wesze lie well
watered farmlands bound in by the Muhlen Fleuth and the

Niers Rivers, Forestation is plentiful and esnrecially thick
south of Weeze whenceé the: -Canadian line turned in a northerly
direction across the:low-lying fields towards Sisbengswald

and on-to the east bank of ths Maas River near Afferden,

Zast of the Calcar - Udem escarpment there exists an arable
valley which starts from the Hoheley south of Appeldorn (0447)
and winds thinly to the south through Udemerbruch and on agsin
towards the areas north of Winnekendonk and Kapellen, Beyond
to the east lies the vast greenness of the Hochwald Forest
covering the quickly rising ridge which takes shape south of
Marienbaum and stretches south-west to the line of the
railway, where a small gap separates it from the lesser
Balbergerwald. From here the high ground continues and

turns slightly east to end north-east of Sonsbeck (0635).

From the line of the large forests towards Veen and Winnenthal
on to the banks of the Rhine, innumerablec farms dot’ the
landscape, which is almost unbroken in*its regular plain

by such minor hign features as the water-bound wood between
the zap on the Hochwald feature on Xanten, the Staats "orst
Xenten west of Birten (1328), the Birkenkamp south of
Winnenthal (1335) and the large wood north of Veen (1135).

The section of land to the south, whiech includes such towns
as Wallach (1933), Alpon-(1531) and Bonninghardt (1231),
begins sast of Kapellen with a series of large forest

areas. As these sxtend sastwards the vegetation gradually
thins out and the ground becomes open and liable to flooding.
It was against this choicé background that the Hochwald

“lay back"™ defence lime had been placed.
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10. It consisted of a recently contructed. defence line
situsted along the undulating ground roughly 12 kilometres
east of the Reichswald Forest. It ran from the left bank
of the Rhine opposite Rees (0752) to just east of Kehrum
(0346) whence it continued south towards Geldern (0125);
passing 'the western edge of the Hochwald and Balberger
Forest. : Its main feature consisted of two, sometimes
three, lines of continuous trenches between 600.and 1000
yards apart, Bxcept where 1t approached the Hochwald - which
was regarded in itself as a satisfactory anti-tank obstacle =
there existed between the trenches a deep and formidable
anti-tank ditch, while in front of each line lay an almost
unbroken belt of wire. The sector between the Rhine and
the Hochwald had in addition a mine belt in front of the
western wire barricade. The effect of recent defence work
had been to convert the whole system into a “defence nzst@.
The area was split up into a series of self-contained boxes
enclosed by trenches with stretches of anti-tank or water
barriers., Fitting into this organization was the trans-
formation of towns and villages into strong-points, defended
b elsborate trench works and other anti-tank obstacles.
Chief . among these were Veeze, Kevelasr, Udem and Calcar,

The strength of each was soon to be tested. (AEF 45/21 Army
Gpn/C/F, Docket IIX: Operation "VERITABIE®, paras 26 - 28)

THE REGROUPING AND PLAN

213 For the néw attack a rezrouning was necessary and
by 23700 hours 25 Teb the following allocation of formations
had resulted:

30 Brit Corps (Lt-Gen B.G. Horrocks)

Gds Armd Div
6 Gds Armd Bde
8 Armd Bde
34 Armd Bde
3 Brit Div
15 (S.) Inf Div- (who came into army reserve on
. relief by 3 Brit Div on 26 ¥eb)
51 (H.) Inf Div
52 (L.) Inf Div
5% (W.) Inf Div

dn Corps (Lt=Gen G.G. Simond
2 Cdn C (Lt G.G. Simonds)

4 Cdn Armd Div
11 Armd Div

2 Cdn Armd Bde

2. Can-Inf DEy
3 Cdn Inf Réde VW
4% Inf Div

2 Cdn A.G‘.R.Aa

This was accompanied by a corresponding re-distribution of
units of 79 Armd Div. Meanwhile, the inter-corps boundary
was adjusted from Udem to the south-east,; bringing the
right of 2 Cdn Corps to just east of Kervenheim (9938) to
inclusive Sonsbeck (0535). (Ibid, paras 105, 106)

12. "BLOCI'BUSTER" was to be ¢arried out in four phases,
In the first phase, 2 Cdn Inf Div would attack at H Hour
with two regiments of 2 Cdn Armd Bde travelling at tank
speed and would seize the high ground and escarpment south
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of -Calcar. The main weight of the assault was to be carried
out by 6 Cdn Inf Bde with a supporting attack by 5 Cdn Inf

Bde in order to broaden the base. At the same time, on the
right, one battalion of 8 Cdn Inf Bde with one armoured
squadron moving at infantry péce would position itself astride
the road Calcar. - Udem in the area, of square 9845, At. the
conclusion of this phase it was avpreciated that 4 Cdn Inf

Bde would be pinched out. The second phase would commence
with the.two remaining battalions of 8 Cdn Inf Bde attacking
on the right to capture the line of the road from the junction
south-west of Sportpl to inclusive Keppeln (9844). Coincidingzg
with this attack,; 4 Cdn Armd Div's armoured brigade battle
group, consisting of two infantry battalions and two -armoured
regiments, would then push south ‘between 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs
to establish themselves in the line exclusive Keppeln to the
road near Husmannshof,

13, Phase IIT would then be put into operation at a time
to be decided by divisional commanders concerned. 3 Cdn Inf
Div was to pass 9 Cdn Inf Bde through to assault Udem. 4 Cdn
Apmd Div would strike south azain to seize the high ground
directly north-cast of Udem, while 4 Cdn Inf Bde cut in behind
6 Cdn Inf Bdc's area to take over the ground vacated by

4 Cdn Armd Div's battle group. 11 Armd Div would now come
into the batile picture west of Udem by moving forward,
conforming with 9 Cdn Inf Bde's progress and would be in
readiness to commit itszlf to the fourth phase. The last
phase called for 11 Armd Div to by-pass Udem to the south-
west and advance on the axis Udem - Sonsbeck (0535) and the
high ground immediately north-sast of 3onsbeck, lsaving a
firm base on the Cochfort feature (0040 - 0039), 3 Cdn Inf
Div would then follow up the advance of 11 Armd Div by
leap-frogging brigades by battalions along the line of the
River Grosse Ley, the object being eventually to relieve

11 Armd Div at Sonsbeck. Simultaneously, the infantry
brigade battle group from 4 Cdn Armd Div would go forward
over the ridge east of Udem and seize-positions astride the
railway line (0340 - 0440) in the region of the zap between
the Hochwald and Balbergerwald. At this time 2 Cdn Inf Div,
while retaining one brigade on the hills south of Calcar

and one on 4 Bde's objective for Phase II would pass its
third brigade through to relieve. the elements of 4 Armd Div
holding the high zround east of Udem, who would exploit
castwards across the valley. On the northsrn flank, which
4% (W.) Div was to vrotect, 214 Inf Bde was to relieve one

of 2 Cdn Inf Div!s brigades on the Calcar feature on the
afternoon of D Day.

14, No firm forecast was possible regarding exploitation,
but three alternatives were suggested. The first would

have 4 Cdn Armd Div directed on Xanten, and 11 Armd Div

on Menzelen (1626) and the Wesel crossing places; a

second possibility was that both armoured formations could

be thrown forward to Xanten, with 1Y Armd Div then turning
south~east towards lienzelen; lastly, if 4 Cdn Armd Div was
held up after the fourth phase, 11: Armd Div would be directed
towards {anten while the Canedian armour cut across its rear
and struck for Menzelen as opportunity offered,

15. While Overation “BLOCKBUSTER" was being carried out,
the Ninth U.S.. Army was to continue its drive from the south
and 30 Corps would exert every means to sadvance southwards
to make contact with the American formations. 30 Corps’?
attack was to be in the form of a subsidiary operation.

53 (W.) Div would attempt on 24 Feb to capture Jeeze and. the
high ground to the southieast. On 26 ¥eb 3% Brit Div would
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advance on Kervenheim.and Winnekendonk, and if the nrogress
presented a favourable opportunity, Gde Armd Div might be
pushed through.

16, A gigantic artillery vrogramme was to back up the
operation. For the first phase a barrage of twelve field
regiments, ‘six medium and three heavy regiments, moving at
tank pace, would be: fired, while the effort by 3 Cdn Inf Div
would go in .behind a . similar shoot from seven field regiments
and two medium at infantry vace. During the second and
third phases, six fizld regiments, four medium and one 4.5
regiment was to provide the bombardment: for the advance of

4 Cdn Armd Div and concentrations would bs available on call
if any enemy were still active between 2 Cdn Inf Div's forward
positions and 4 Cdn Armd Div's start line. For 3 Cdn Inf
Diy, the barrage would consist of nine ficld ‘regimsnts and
six heavy batteries at infantry pace with extra concentrations
on call should the enemy's guns at Udem interfere, For the
further advance of the armoured divisions in Phase IV, cach
division was to have the support of three field regiments and
five medium regiments, The counter-battery resources
throughout the attack comprised twelve medium reziments, two
155mm batteries, one H,A.2A, regiment and six battceries of
7.2=in howitzers. (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.9. First Cdn Army,
February 1945: Appx BB=JJ, Wo, 114: Op "BLOCKBUSTER":
Outline Plan, paras 1 - 4, 24 Feb 45)

1%. The proposed air plan in direct sumnort of the
operation consisted of 24 speeified targsts in the path of

thas advance. Eighteen of these were for fighter bombers;

the remecinder for medium bombars, They covered German
strong-noints and forward communication lines and were fitted
into a programme which provided for the delivery of timed
attacks and the furnishing of aerial suvnport on call., (AEF 45/
2 €dn Corps/S/H, Docket II: Trace of Proposed iir Plan of
“BLOCKBUSTER )

18, Up until 26 Teb our air forces had so far beesn faced
with bad weather conditions. No flying had been possible on
23 Feb. On 24 Teb, medium and heavy bombers of No. 2 Group,
R.A.¥,, attacked Rheinberg with 43 aircraft while an
additional 45 planes rained down their loads on Rees, On that
day Eighth U.S.A.A.F. also sent out 70 aircraft to destroy
the brigde at Weseél, but without success. 25 Feb was again
a day of small air effort, and close -support was almost
impossible, though a fow pre-arranged targets were success-
fully dealt with, and an enemy counter-attack which was seen
to be forming up north of Weeze was completely smashoed by
rocket-firing Typhoons. Hence it became the object of
honest' nrayer on all levels that ‘the weather would clear for
the 2 Cdn Corps onsration. (AEF 45/21 Army Go/C/F, Docket
III: Operation "VERITABLE", paras 113, 114)

X9 By ths evening of 25 ¥eb, the considerable regrouping
which the plan entailed had been zccomnlished, The two
Cagnadian divisions had chengéd over, putting 3 Cdn Inf Div

on the right and 2 'Cdn Inf Div on the left, each with one
brigzade up. 4 Cdn Armd Div had already moved into the area
of Cleeve, and 11 Armd Div was moving towards the north-
eastern sdge of the Reichswald Forest. On a lower level

‘A" and "B" Sqns of 10 Cdn Armd Regt were withdrawn to refit,
and "C"™ 3Sgn took over the counter-attack rols with 4 Cdn Inf
Bds who held the forward positions' of 2 €dn Inf Div, 27 Cdn
Armd Regt now rsverted: -to brigade command from 3 Cdn Inf Div
and 6 Cdn Armd Regt went undsr command that division with one
squadron forward with 9 Cdn Inf Bde, (AZF 45/2 Cdn Armd Bde/
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C/F: Report on Ops by 2 Cdn Armd Bde, Ov "BLOCKBUSTER",
para 2)., Everything was now ready for the battle. At

the southern extremity bordering the Maas River near
Afferden (8038), 52 (L.) Div faced south and west across

the river to positions held by the British Second Army.

156, 155 and 157 Bdes lined the river in that order from

the area of Zwarte Heide (8041) to Rempeld (8238). ' The
Lowlanders' line ran north from here along the edge of the
Broesdersbosch "oods towards Heikemp (8340), thence eastwards
in a backward curve towards Vrij (B541) and Schanz (8641)
where 32 Gds Armd Bde-held its ground. Further to the
west, 51 (H.) Div controlled the areas of Boeckelt (8842),
Gaesdonk (8840) and Fulm (9040) with outposts running south
to Boyenhof- (8839). East of Hulm the positions of

53 (W.) Div slung down in'a steady arch towards Weeze and took
in the village of Rottum (9239).  From this hamlet the
forward line went north-eastwards past the 3chl Zalbsck woods
(9442), through which 3 Brit Div was prenarinz to advanca,
North of 3 Brit Div in the Halvenboom sector, 5 Gds Bde hesld
nositions which linked them with 9 Cdn Inf Bde whose own
front éxtended ‘from Oldbershof (9647) to Ebben (9746). In
this area 9 Cdn Inf Bde's left flank linked with 4 ¢Cdn Inf
Bde, whose positions presented a strong front in a northerly
direction to the woods north-edst of I‘oyland. Here 129 Bde
of 43 Div took up the resronsibility of an area which
ineluded Euisberden (9655) and ‘arbeyen (9557). It was
from this line that Pirst Canadian Army would leap forward
on the morning of 26 Feb 45, (4/Summ C.I.G.S./2/6, No. 265,
25 Feb 45, Man "A%, and Nq. 266, Map A", 26 Tseb 45)

20, In accordance with the Corps Commander's plans, 2 Cdn
Inf Div now sub-divided and co-ordinated its own efforts,
which included the seizing of the high ground south of

Calcar by 6 and 5 Cdn Inf Bdes in the first phase, the passing
through of 4 Cdn Inf Bde to the objective gained by 4 Cdn
Armd Div in Phase IT and the follow-u» in the fourth phase

by 5 Cdn Inf Bde (upon relief by 43 Div) to a firm base in -
the area of Nachtigall (0342) with the later object of
relieving 4 -Cdn Armd Div in the gap between the Hochwald

and the Balbergerwald (0040). Trom the start of the
overation Calg Highrs and one squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt
was to form the divisional reserve and hold themselves in
readiness in the area north of Molk (9649). In its nreseat
position 4 Cdn Inf Bde would form a firm base through which
the main assault would be launched, while 43 (W.) Div, wheése
main task was to protect the left flank of 2 Cdn Inf Div,

was to be ready to relicve the brigades of 2.Cdn Div as the
battle progrcssed,

21, The divisional reconnaissance unit's plan was formed
to coincide with the phases already mentioned. In .the
first phase, one squadron-of 8 Cdn Recce Regt was to probe
forward on the axis Moyland - Calcar, in order to open the
proposed "EMIRALD® Route should the enemy withdraw from
Cslcar under pressure of the assault. Two further-tasks
were assigned - to taks place during the next three phases,
The first of these would be to proceed from Calcar to Xanten
in concert with the operaticn, but not to bgcome heavily
committed: The szcond task was to provide flank protsaction
along the axis of Delsanhof (0244) - Schmachdarm (0343) for

5 Cdn Inf Bde as soon as this formation moved forward to
fcllow up 4 Cdn Armd -Div. Furthermore,. if the situation
permitted, reconnaissance would be carriesd out up the valley
towards Kehrum (0346). . 2 Cdn Inf Div R.C.E. would open up
the divisional axis known as "ONYX® Route and develop BMERALDY
Route tcwards Calcar and through it if the town fell,
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22. For its main attack on the high ground south of
Calcar 6 Cdn Inf Bde was to have under command one comnany
of 10 Cdn ¥d Amb, and woculd have in -support 27 Cdn Armd
Regt and two scuadrons of 10 Cdn Armd ‘Regt tozether with
flalls crocodiles,. kanzaroos and machine-gun and anti-tank
units. (W.D., G. Ops, H.%., First Cdn Army, February 1945:
Appx 114, 2 Cdn Inf Div, Op Instr “BLOCEBUSTER", 24 Web 45),
In its Sunnortiuc attaCk to clear the woods south east of
Calcar (9849) and the position astride the Goch - Calcar
road in that area, .5 Cdn Inf Bde (lsss Calg Highrs) would
have under command one company of 18 Cdn Fd Amb and in
support one sguadron of 6 Cdn Armd Regt, an anti-tank battery
and a machine-gun company.

2% The intenticn of 3 Cdn Inf Div as governed by Lt-Cen
Simonds' plan, was to attack and destroy all the enemy in the
area of Keppeln and Udem preparatory to following up 11 Brit
Armd Div. The first rhase was an attack by one battalion

of 8 Cdn Inf Bde (2.0.R. of C.) to clear the area of
Lookerhof (9845) - Steeg (9845) - Wemmershof (9946). This
would complete Phase I of the Corps plan in conjuncticn with
the attacks by 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes towards Calcar,. There-
upon the remaining two battalicns of 8 Cdn Inf Bde would
press the advance southwards to carry out Phase II and clear
Svortpl (9743), Bomshof (9844) and Tenpeln (9844), On
completion of this phase, a sscond brizads group (9 Cdn Inf
Bde) would pass throusgh to capture Udem. For Phases I and II
8 Cdn Inf Bde would have undér command and in support, two
squadrons of 6 Cdn Armd Regt, machine-gun sub-units of C.H,
of 0, (¥.G.), and two anti-tank batteries.

24, During Phase III 9 Cdn Inf Bde would have avallable
an armoured regiment from 2 Cdn Armd Bde, as well as anti-
tank and machine-gun support. 7 Cdn Recce legt was to

remain in divisional reserve at Z.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, while

7 Cdn Inf Bde Gp was allotted tasks with.a view to further
operations after Phase III. The first of these was to hold
the high ground east of Udem; the second was that' of
protecting the southern flank of 11 Armd Div from Udem to
Sonsbeck along the line of the River Crosse Ley. In rear

of the advence, but clos sely following up as the objectives
were gained, 3 Cdn Inf Div R.C.E. was to maintain and develop
the brigade axis and such routes as operations permitted.
(Ibid, 3 Cdn Inf Div, Op Instr "BLOCKBUSTERY, 24 Feb 45)

2% For its role in Operation "BLOCKBUSTZR", 4 Cdn Armd
Div was shblit up into two main forces, *TIGER" grcup and
“"LION" Group. PTIGER™ CGroup consisted of 4 Cdn Armd Bde

in full, together with Linc & Velld R., A, & S.H. of C,,
an anti-tank battery and a squadron of:kaaka, supported by
crocodiles, A.V.,R.Es. and ‘Ram throwers. "LION™ Group
would -be built around 29 Cdn Armd Recce Regt and Alg R.,
with a similar allotment of supporting assault armour.

The operation for the armmoured division wag brokén up into
phases relative to the Corns nlan. Moving' un during
Phase I “TIGER" Group would carry out Phases II and III of
the Corps intention with “LION" Croun in reserve, while
the latter group was to be resnonsible for Fhase IV.
“TIGER"™ Group, which was to be in turn split up into five
separate forces, would go into action as soon as 2 and 3
Cén Inf Divs had comnleted the first phase. They were

to pass through and occupy the general line of high ground
running west of Todtenhugel (0045), leaving infantry
groups at Xey points until elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div were
able to occupy them during the follow-up. As soon as

the infantry division relieved 4 Cdn Aymd Div op its first
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objective - the latter would then pass on to the south-east, ‘
to occupy the hills north and east of Udem, as 3 Cdn Inf
Div invested the town. On completion of Phase III "LICN™
Group would lunge forward to seize the gap. betweén the
Hochwald and the Balbergerwald., Finally, as. the infantry
units of “TIGER" Group'became available, they would pass
to command of "LICON' Group to enable the latter to strike

| out south-east and east. "TIGER" Group would then also

| advance eastwards ‘to strengthen the Hochwald position (AEF 45/
4 Cdn Armd Div/C/F: G.S. Account of Operation "BLOCXBUSTERF,
Special Report 2CC/1).

26. 11 Brit Armd Div, which would be working its way up
gradually on the right of 3 Cdn Inf Div during the first
two phases, was to pass to the south-west of Udem as soon as
the attack on the town started. The intention for this
formation was to seize the high ground north of Sonsbeck and
, - Sonsbeck village and then to be nrenared to exploit eastwards
? to Xanten (1141) or to the Rhine at "Tesel (2140). Its role
was to be carried out in three nhases under two grounings
centred respectively about 4 Armd Bde and 159 Inf Bde, At
the onset 4 Armd Bde would pass through south of Udem and
establish thémselves on the high ground about Gochfortzberg
(0039).  From this firm vosition armoured patrols would be
sent forward to the line of the road Xrebbershof (0238) -
Udemerbruch (0240), The second phase involved the Seizing
of the high ground north of Sonsbeck by either brigade and
the breaching of the defence line running south and south-east
from Udemerbruch. At this time, while whichever brigade was
free would go on to capture Sonsbeck, a battalion of 3 Cdn Inf
Div which would at this stage be moving up in the rear of the
armour and teking over firm bases and right flank protection,
would relieve the armoured brigade on the high ground
Gochfortzberg (0039), On compnletion of the thlrd vhase,
11 ‘Armd Div would exploit wherever possible., The divisional
reconnaissance repiment (Inns of Court) were to remain
concentrated near 11 Armd Div H.C. until called forward.
(W.D.; G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Can Army, February 1945: Appx FH,
11 Armd Div, O. O No. 17, 24 ¥eb 45)

3 o The task assigned to 43 (W.) Div was to protect the
left flank of 2 Cdn Corps' advance and to take over the ground
won in the:early stages by 2 Cdn Inf Div.

129 Inf Bde would remain deployed with one battalion
ready to leavnfrog forward to the escarvment south of
Calcar,

214 Inf Bde would relieve 5 Cdn Inf Bde on its
forward objective on the Corps Commanders' order
and

130 Inf Bde was to remain in reserve.

It was probable that as the advance nrogressed 129 and 214
Bdes of 43 (W.) Div would have the task of clesaring -the

town of Calcar and the ground between the Rhine and the
Hochwald feature. 130 Bde, which had suffered so heavily
during “VERITABLE" would be used solely to hold the northern
flank and, to take over captured ground. (Ibid: Appx II,
Operation "BLOCKBUSTER", 0,988, 24 Feb 45, Appx "A® para 6)

28. On 25 Feb, Lt-Gen Crerar, sensing that the require-
ments for “BLOCKBUSTER™ might not be fulfilled in time,
passed on the following directive to his Corps Commanders.
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1, In view of the determined enemy resistance
24/25 ¥eb, North of VEEZE, and consequent
inability of 53 (W) Inf Div firmly to secure
that town before Oneration 'BLOCEKBUSTER" Dby .
2 Canadian Corps comlmences, it will be necessary
to reconsider the draft basic plan outlined to
you in my memorandum of yesterday - in particular
the proposals contained in para 5. The importance
of 30 Corps clearing the WELL - WZEZE road at an
early date, in order that the WANSSUN - WELL bridge
may be constructed, entails this reconsideration.
On the above basis, the following Army plan will be
discussed at .our meeting this afternoon.

ot If possible, 2 Canadian Corps will complete
"BLOCKBUSTER" as planned, and firmly sscure the
gensral line KERVENHEIM - SONSBECK - XANTEN, It
will then clean up all unﬂmy remaining between
this line and the RHINE (see pars 4 of yesterday's
memo) .

B If by D Plus 1 it is obvious that to complete
"BLOCKBUSTER™ a considerable regrouping, and a
further deliberate attack, is required, then a

partlal" "BLOCKBUSTER™ w1ll terminate the opera-
tion - i.e., the campletion of Phase III and the

securing of the high ground East of the CAICAR -
UDEM road.

4. Throughout either "complete”™ or “partial"™ "BLOCKBUSTER®Y,
the principal resvonsibility of 30 Corps will be to
secure the right (southern and western) flank of
2 Canadian Corps ageinst enemy intervention, by keeping
its left shoulder well up and to sxploit any
favourhble situations (see para 3 of yesterday's memo).

5 In elther of the alternative results given in paras
& 2 and 3 above, the weight of the Canadian Army effort
will then be transferred to 30 Corps - which, as a
Canadian Army first priority, will then proceed to
secure the WELL - WEEZE road, and eliminate any enemy
remaining to the north of it. :

(Operational Directive to
Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds and
Lt-Gen B.G. Horrocks,

25 Feb 45: op cit)

"BLOCKBUSTER® GOZS IN

29. Despite the bad weather and the difficulties

encountered during the forming-up on the night of 25/26 Feb,

Operation " BLOCKRUSTER" commenced on time. At 0345 hours,

the guns began to pour out their concentrations, blasting

everything in the path of the advance, and at 0430 hours,

under the beams of four searchlights which onrovided arti-

ficial moonlight, 2 Cdn Inf Div went forward, 5 Bde on

the left, 6 Bde on the right. 6 Bde crossed the start line

with "A" Sgn 27 Cdn Armd Regt followed by Camerons of C,

in three columns of l’a::tgc:roc;s on the right flank. In the
centre "AY and "B".Sgns 10 Cdn Armd Regt with "C".Sgn

2? Cdn Armd Regt under command, ferried Fus M.R. towards

their obgectlve, while on the lsft S. Sask R, with "B" Sqn

27 Cdn Armd Regt attacked in two columns in each of which a

troop of tanks led the kangaroo-borne infaentry. (AEF 45/

6 Can Inf Bde/c/D, Uoc cet I: Apox ‘A", 6 Cdn Inf Bde

Confirming Crder Op ‘BLOCEBUSTER", 24 ¥eb 45)
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30. On the northern flank, 5 Cdn Inf Bde supported by .
‘B Sgn 6 Cdn Armd Rcegt advanced with RideMais on the left and
R.E.C. on the right (A%F 45/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D: 1cmo of
Interview No. 2, C/D/8, Op "BLOCK¥BUSTER")., To thc south
2.0.R, of C,, who'wsre to carry out 2 Cdn Inf Div's role

in the first »hase, joined forces with "C"-Sgn 6 Cdn Armd
Regt and also moved Torward, On the 6 Bde: sector, the
centre column of us N.R. was the first to reach the
cbjective. This was accomplishcd with only light infantry
losses; but the tanks were not so fortunate - one hit a
mine and ten others bogged down in the mire caused by the
heavy reains of tho previous night. The remaining armour,
however, forged ahsad in staggercd lincs within the groups,
so that each tank made its own track. (AEF 45/2 Cdn Armd
Bde/C/F: Rcport on Ops by 2 Cdn Armd Bde, Op “BLOCKBUSTIERH,
para 2%, 26 Feb 45). To the left S. Sask R. and 'B* Sqgn
27 Cdn Armd Regt found the going more difficult. The two
columns edvanced steadily behind the barrage and encountcred
hzavy machine sun and Bazooka fire. Hanpily, no tanks
were hit thousgh a number were comnletely bogged down in the
deep mud., The rest, however, accompanicd the infantry on
to the objective.

31. Camcrons of C., and "A" Sgn 27 Cdn Armd Regt also
experienced dirficulties. IlMines along the Calcar - Udem
road and the soft terrain delayed the forcec, and after
weiting some time for the Flails to clear a.path the column
moved forward again, only to find itself unable to advance
when a tank becoming bogged in a cratsr blocked the way.
_During this neriod of waiting the enemy mortared and sh:zlled
the area incessantly and it became obvicus that the axis of
advance must be changed. At 0600 hours, therefore, having
re-~formed guiekly, the column swung north on the route
previously used by Tus M.R, By this - -time the immgdiate
artillery support had ended and tanks and infantry met
considerable encmy fire as they moved on to their cobjsctive.
The tanks responded nobly to the challsnge and succesded
in nsutrelizing the ovposition while Camsrons of C. fought
their way forward. It was at about this time that the
gallant commander of the Camerons, Lt-Col ZT.P. Thompson,
D.S.,0., was killsd and his Intelligence Officer woupnded
by & direct hit on the kangaroo in which they were ridingz.
Neanwhile, though 5 Cdn Inf Bde had been fighting hard, by
0745 hours the enemy was still active in their area. The
supporting tenks were urged to push on, in spite of the fact
that the enemy still held the ground through which they were
to pass and the squadron's strenzgth was down to 12 tanks.
A direct assault with tanks leading and supported by twelve
field and .eight medium guns thersfore went in at 0800 hours,
and though mines and the soft ground reduced the spced of
the advance, by 0830 hours the objective was seized. (AEF 45/
Cdn A{md Bde/C/F, Docket II: Rsport on Op *BLOCKBUSTIRY,
nara 27

52. Further to the south the sogginess of the ground
compelled 2.0.R., of C. to cross the start line without
armoured supnort; yet despite the determined cnemy resis-
tance the infantry managed to throw the Germans out of many
of his strong-voints, and zain some ground, ' As the first
light of day appeared the tanks were able to advance to
help the hard-pressed infantry, until at 1100 hours the
armour was recalled to assist the W. Shore R, . (Ibid,

pera 29). In the meantime “AY and "“BY Sqns 10 Cdn Armd
Regt had been pulled away from Fus M R., leaving "C" Sgn

27 Cén Armd Regt to hold the nswly.won ground, A" and
“BY Sgns 10 Cdn Armd Regt then concentrated as one: squadron,




- 13 -

of which one troop was eventually sent to R, de Mais of

5 Cdn Inf Bde as a counter-attack force. (%.D., Fus'M.R.,
27 Cdn Armd Regt, 26 FPeb 45). It was during 2,0.R. of

C's action early that morning that B,46495 Sgt Aubrey
Cosens won the Victoria Cross. The citation covering this
glorious achievement read as follows:

In Holland, on the night of 25th/26th February, 1945,
the 1st Battalion, the Nueen's Own Riflés of Canada,
launched an attack on the hamlet of 'Hooshof,; to
capture ground which was considered essential for

the successful development of future operations.

Sergeant Cosen's platoon, with two tanks in support,
attacked enemy strongonoints in three farm buildings,
but- were twice beaten back by fanatical enemy
resistance and then fiercely counter-attacked, during
which time the platoon suffered heavy casualties and
the platoon commander was killed,

Sergeant Cosens at once assumed command of the only
other four survivors of his platoon, whom he placed
in a position to give him covering fire, while he
himself ran across open ground under heavy mortar
and shell fire to the one remaining tank, where,
regardless of danger, he took up an exposed place in
front of the turret and directed its fire.

After a further enemy counter-attack had been
renulsed, Serzeant Cosens ordered the tank to attack
the farm buildings, while the four survivors of his
platoon followed in close support. After the tank
had rammed the first building he entered.it alone,
killing several of the defenders and taking the

rest prisoner, -

Single-handed he then entered the second and third
buildings and personally killed or cavntured all the
occupants, although under intense machine gun and
smell arms fire.

Just after the successful reduction of these
important éenemy strongpoints, Serzeant Cosens was
shot through the head by an enemy snipver and died
almost instantly,

The outstanding gallantry, initieative and determined
leadership of this brave NCO, who himself killed at
least twenty of the enemy and took an equal ‘number
of prisoners, resulted in the capture of a position
which was vital to the success of the future opera-
tions of the Brigade,

This was the first award of its kind to go to 3 €dn Inf
Div.

33. By first light S, Sask R, had consclidated their
nosition with "B Sgn 27 Cdn ‘Armd Regt who remained in the
centre of the area, poised to meet any enemy threat.

(AEF 45/2 Cdn Armd Bde/C/F, Docket II: Report on Op
‘BLOCKBUSTER", -para 24; W.D.,, S. Sask R., 26 Teb 45), By
0830 hours all the objectives as previously defined for
Phase I had been reached with the exception of one, that of
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2.0.R. of C., whose advance was slowed down by the fact that .
both N. Shore R.. and R, de Chaud had already gone forward to
begin the Second mhase. (#.D., H.7n, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Feb 45).
“hile 8 Cdn Inf Bde attempntsd to fight its way ahead and now
that the objectives of 2 Cdn Div were sufficiently under
control ,"TIGER™ Group.of 4 Cdn A4Armd Div bezan to pass throuzh.
This they did amidst some confusion, for the advancing
armour mistook the troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div for the enemy and

* .fired on them. By 0915 hcurs, however, “TIGIR"' Group was

:on its start line. ready to advance. As stated above (para 25)
this force was broken down into fiye battle groups - SNUFFY,
“GERRY " ‘O#JOCK®,. "STITH" and "COLE" Fordes. Zach had as a
nucleus approximately half an infantry battalion with one or

more squadrons of tanks and supporting specialized assault
squipment. The whole battle group was commanded by Brigadier
R.7. ¥onoell, D.S,0., 0.B.E..(7:D., H.C. 4 Cdn ‘Armd Bde,

23 Teb 45)

34, ITIGER" Group formed up in the vicinity of the cross-
roads east of Schroanenhof (9543) and crossed the start line
at approximately 1015 hours. The movement was slow and
difficult on the muddy ground but the ad hoc formations
managed to work their way forward. By 1550 hours ‘GERRY"
Force was firm in the area north of Neu Luisendorf (0045)

with "COLE" Force approaching the hamlet of Spieflhof (0044).
Both these groups had suffered considerable casualties in
infantry and tanks from the mortar and shell fire. At the
same time, "SMITH' Force, whose commander, Lt-Col H.A. Smith,
D.8,0,, K.C., had been badly wounded, was establishing
strong~points to the north-east of Heibaureshof (9946).

"JOCK" Torce had reached Michelshof (9945) and was nrenaring
'to move on to Pallingshof (9944), while "SMITH" Torce hung
back in the vicinity of the crossroads south-east of Etohshof
(0146) prior to taking on the next objective of the divisional
nhase. This new task, which involved the seizing of the

high ground north-cast of Udem, besan at 1750 hours. (AEF 45/
4 Cdn Armd@ Div/C/F, Docket II: G.S. Account Operation
‘BLOCKBUSTER*:; W,D,, G.S., E.Q. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 26 Feb 45;

and 7.Ds,, H.Q. 4 Cdn ‘Armd Bde, H.2. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Feb 45)

55 « In the meantime on the right and to the south, 3 Cdn
Inf Div had zone ahead to complete its vnart of Phase I and
Phase II of the Corns plan. 2.0.R. of C, after exveriencing
much hard fighting had by 1200 hours presséd on to canture
Akerhof (9845). On their right, R, de Chaud and "B* 3qn

6 Cdn-Armd Regt, who had crossed the start line at 0830 hours,
found that although their right flank was ablc t© move
forward, the hsavy enemy fire from Kepneln on the left
compnletely stopped all movement on that side. N. Shore R,
was at this time itself attacking Xeppeln, but the infantry
moving over 2000 yards of open ground were hotly engaged

from the area of Hollen (9744), which was one of R, de
Chaud's objectives. During the uncomfortable deslay caused
by this situation, N. Shore R. regrouped quickly with “CH

Sgn 6 Cdn- Armd Regt, who had been removed from under command
2.0.R. of C. to help thrust home the attack (see para 32).
The new sffort went in at 1415 hours, and the daring infantry
and tank assault across the open terrain was costly. Keppeln
f311, however, and its capturc gavs some relief to the R, de
Chaud who were now able to move on to take Hollen (9744),
Sportpl (9743) and Bomshof (9844). 2.0.R."of C., taking
full advantage of the pressurc being.exerted on the cnemy by
its two sister regiments, went on, seizing Stccg and
"immershof, so that by 1éOO hours, all of 8 Cdn Inf Bde's

objectives for Phase I and II had been consolidated, (AEF 45/
8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket II: Memo 6, ‘Accounts of Oneration
‘BLOCKBUSTER" by Lt-Col S.M, Lett, D.S.0,, 0.C. D.0,R. Of C,,
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TEE ATT CE 0 UDA sND THE BRILCHING
OF TET HCOCH ALD DE*7CES (27 FEB =1 LAR)
36. It ‘now remained for "TIGIRY Group of 4 Cdn Armd Div
to comnlete its counte“nart of the o: eration. This was done
by la st light 26 = COLE ‘. "orece relieved "G3iRZY  Torce

vho wers “oalbloned Cn the lefit in the area of Weu Luisendorf
(0045); “JOC%' Force advanced south to Pallinzshof (9944);:
“SMITH" Torce moved up to a »osition on the high feature east

of Kirsel (0843) to dominate tha eastern angd scuthern anproaches.
At this time 1t was rlanned that either 7 or 9 Cdn Inf RBdes
would take over Si'ITH® Force objedtive as the zround was

guite unsuitazble for tanks. ‘SI'ITH  Torce consolideted and
bezan to »nrobe towards irsel, renulsing several srall counter-
attacks, 2300 hours 26 Teb saw 'TIGER' Group firm on all

its objectives ('.b., H.", 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 26 Teb 45; 7.D.,
21.Cdn Armd 26 ¥sb 45; 7V.Ds., 22 and 28 Cdn . Armd Rezts,
Lake Sup H, (1 utj Linc & Welld R,, A. & S.H. .of C., 26 Feb 45).
‘3_“-rile as ?Iﬂ " Group consolidated and LION* Group moved
forward for its attack on the Hochwald feature, 9 Cdn Inf Bde,
which haed passed, through 8 Cdn Inf Bde to thel south at

2130 hours, was attacking Udem. S.D. & G. Highrs advanced

on the town from -the right down the Fcllen -~ Udem road, securing
the anti-tank ditch before the road across it could be
demolished. The enemy ressistance was determined and evary
foot of zround was bitterly contested, On the left H.L.I.

of Cy, moving south from "evpeln, ran into mines and egually
gtiff ovpposition but zained a foothold inm the northern sector
of the town. The situation was sufficiently favourables to
gllow Nth N.S. Highrs to zo forward at 0430 hours to their
objective, the line of the railroad south of Udem (9841)

(AEF 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/D, Docket II: Special Rsport No, 2,
Opersetion "BLOCKBUSTEZR"; ?enort by Hist Offr, 3 Cdn Inf Div,
-para :10; W.D., H.t. 9 Cdn Inf Bde; and ¥.Ds,, S.D. & G. ghrs,
Nth N.S. Fighrs and H.L.I, of C., "26 Teb 45).

3. By first light 27 Feb 45, the situation in the area
occunied by 'TIGER” Group had undergone a chance. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde had advanced and taken over the bulk of 4 Cdn Armd Bde's
sector. at Todtenhugel with R.H.L.I., holding the area .lieu
Luisendorf (0045 Essex Scot, R. the area of Fallingshof (9944)
and R. Regt C, in réssrve directly to the north. (7.D., E.Q.
4 Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Teb 45). “TIGIR‘ Group's various forces
now concentrated north of 4 Cdn Inf Bde's positions (AZF 45/
4 Can Armd Div/C/F, Docket II: Special Raport 20C/1, Overation
BLOCKBUSTZR*, nera 5). Both Alq R, and 29 Cdn Armd =zcce
"t of 'LIO'-,?'E Group were well forwrré, the latter having
ched Firsel and found it clear, while the former moved
ward on foot prenaratory to nushing on to the cast of the
age (Ibid). In the far north the onaration had
loned Zav: nbv\u“cblv. 129 Bde of 43 (¥,) Div reclieved 5 Cdn
Bde and by midniszht 26/27 Feb.5 Cdn Inf Bde was
entrated nortu and north-west of Schroanerhof (9847)
..I.C. 9843, R, de ais 9748, Calg Fizhrs 9648). FHere the
units were fed and rssted nrior to nassing through 4 Cdn Inf
Bde on a new attack. (7.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf 3de, 27 Teb 45;
AR® 45/5 Cdn Inf Sdu/”/D, Ilemo of Interview No, 2 CD/
Operation *BLOCKBUSTER®, para 1ll). 6 Cdn Inf Bde, ¢ #ho had
castured some 450 nrlaonerb of war in their initial assault,
remained throughout the night in well dug positions on the
high ground south of Calcar and, apart from heavy mortar and
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gun fire, experiencing'little of interest (7.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn
Inf Bde, 26 Feb 45). 1In the rolec of left flank protection
43 (W.) Div was probing cast and south, with 129 Bde in

its new vpositions maintaining contact w1th S, 3Sask R. -of

2 Cdn Inf Div.

38, To the right of 3 Cdn Inf Div, 11 Brit Armd Div had
begun to move southwards towards the arca of Stein
(9741). Here at approximately 2100 hours heavy opposition

was encounterced in the form of anti-tank, mortar and machine
gun fire, as well as considera¥Fle fire from 9 Cdn Inf Bde's
objectives at Udem. (7.D., G.S. Ops, H.C. 2 Cdn Corps,
February 1945: Ops Log,. Appx 3, 26 Fob 45, Serial 76).
The armoured division-had made very little headway by dawn
of 27 Feb. Enemy tanks and S,P. guns gut up terrific
volumcs of fire t0 slow down the British columns, Ibid,
27 Fcb 45, Serials 14, 20 and 26). Fighting was still 1n
orozgress in Udem when at 0515 hours Lt-Col R.A. Bradburnis
battle groun, consisting of Alq R. surported by 29 Cdn Armd
Racca Rezt wovud forward from Kirsel to the attack. The
immediate objective was the hAigh ground between the Fochwald
and Balbergcorwald; it lay just inside the last Siezfried line
dafences before the Rhinc. A svpcecial plan of attack was
drawvn up. 'A% and “B° Coys Alq R. zsach with undzr command
one troon .'B' 33n 29 Cdn Armd Récce Regt would move over
thz crest south cf Pauls (0143) and would canturc the
first linz of trenches and decfencc works which scarrcd the
slopc of the Hochwald featurs waest of the gap. Cnes this
position was recached C° and ‘D’ Coys Alq R. would pass
through to seize tho sccond line, with one of them pushing
forward to consolidatc the gap itself. To coincidc with
this plan, a divcrsionary right hook was to bz carrizd out
by 'A“, Sgn 29 Cdn Armd Recece Rcgt and the Alg R, carrier
platoon. This florcc would move south from Grencnhof (0042),
cross the railroad and nrocecd past Brochhof (0040) to the
crossroads west of Funderen (0340), whare it would change
dircction to strikc north, rccross the railroad and bo
availeble in the v101n1ty of the Algq R. objectives, should
‘B".-Sqn not b2 able to necgotiate the ground across the
vallcy. 'C"% 8Sgn of the¢ reconnaissance rogiment was to line
the high ground cast of Udcm facing west, to support whichever
coursc operations might taksc when daylight came. A fire
plan of hcavy conczntrations on all known cnemy nositions
praceded the attack and continucd against rcar dzfenecs once
the action had started. It was 0515 hours when Lt-Col
R.A. Bradburn, fearing that the vrotecction of the gun fire
would be wastad, ordcred his troops forward (¥W.D., Alg R.,
27 Web 45).

39. Thae infantry moved on foot up the slone with the
supporting tanks, whilc thz shells from the guns of 2 Cdn
Corps whinad 'overheoad. Wild small arms firc swept through

the advancing platoons as thoy came down the castern slope
and cven a tank which had bcen by-vassed turned to enzasge

the infantry from the rcar as they reached the road north of
Hauskalk (0041), The first group of buildings :along the
road was specdily overrun., The tanks, onz by one, bccame
deeply mired in the mud, but the infantry scensing that
movement in the valley would beccome more costly as daylight
approachecd, prcssed on, The rcserve cloments of Alq R.

now movad up gnd the oprosition gascd across the front

until the wood bordcoring ths road 500 yards south of
Kchlemanskath (0241) was rcached. Fsre, heavy 2nemy
muchinc-pun firs out the laft hand column' to ground. During
the next ten minutes while “B® ‘Coy was »inned down by three
well-hidden nositions on ths left, the riesht Kand forcs under
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Major R.B.” Stock, was sble -t0 gain some ground in the face
of vicious mortar and mschine gun fire. To the rear a
large; body of enemy, supported by self-propelled guns,
attemptihg to cut off the base of the attack was dispersed
by automatic fire, P.I.A.Ts, and a captured enemy mortar,
at a_ cost to him of soms 48 dead and 51 vrisoners. {7 D.,
Alg R., 27 Feb 45)

40. Meanwhile, as "A" Coy forced ahead into Hockshof
(0240)," ¥B* Coy passed through the shattered wood,.crossed
the road and reached the anti-vank: ditch bordﬂrlng the
Siegfried Line. They quickly traversed -the minefield beyond
the diteh, fortunately without sustulnlng casuelties, and
vassing thrnuoh the knoe~1igh wire which luckily the
artillery had' gapped in numerous nrlacecs, finally reached the
trenchworks, which were defined as the last of the German
fixed positions before the Rhine. The fcw onponents were
sither killegd or cavtured and .consolidation began. Lt-Col
Bradburn received the ﬂuWa off succsss at 0700 and 0715 hours
from “A" and ’BP Coys.rcsvectively 2. at onez urged his

resarve companias to yusb on. Enemy countsr-attacks now
begin on the laft and right, both hesavily supported by
mortar and shell Tire and by some armour. One attack, coming

in from the left was Sffectivoely beaton off by tank and
small arms firc, but on ch2 right Major Stock, alroady
woundcd, had morz to do. The cnemy seemsd bent on driving
the Canadians off and attackzd rsrcatedly only to be pushed
back by the heavy defensive fire callcd down by this gallant
Company Commandcr. For his bravery in this aetien Ma jor
Stock was subscquently awardcd the Distinguished Scrvice
Order. As soon as the fr:esh comvanizs'had nasszd through,
the enemy, having got the rangs, began systcecmatically to
plastor cvery yard of thc nowly-won ground, but Lt-Col R.A,
Bradburn's men, well scasoncd and full of the zest of battle,
dug in and could not’ be budgsd. (W.D., Algq R., 27 Feb 45)

41, But disaster had bsfallen the right hook by “A" Sgn
29 Cén Armd Reece Regt and the carrier vlatoon of the Alg R.
This forece, having "skirted.to thc: south of Udem, nassed the
rail crossing south af the to*n égnd clmost 1mmud1 tecly ran

into German drmour. 'ithin a/few minutss.the first three
tanks became casualties, and the rost, onc by on:, ware
subjected to firc from all sidcs, The majority of the

carricrs net a similar fate ond after some tenscs momsnts

Ma jor MaeDougall, the: forcec commander, and the remnonts
gathercd as many of tho wounded as nossiblc and worked their
way back. While the arca of thc Hochwald Gap was now
undcrzoing some of the hecvicst cnemy shelling expericnced,
the remaoining units of 10 Cdn Inf Bdec movad up. to particimvate
in the attack, Linc & Jclld R, and A, & S, H, of C, having
raverted to commsnd at 0500 hours. (W#.Ds., H.N. 10 Cdn Inf
Bdec, Linc & Welld R,, A. & S.H. of C,, Alg R., 29 Cdn Armd
Recee Regt, 26, 27 Feb 45) - .

42, In the north 5 Cdn Inf. Bdc vas advancing on
Schmachdarm in the western cdge of the forest (0343). The

~dnitial =ttack across the velley resultad in the caplure of

many prisoncrs and by 1000 hours Brigadier Megill's spesrhcad
of Calg Highrs hgd réached’the outskirts of Schma chdhrm,
whilc R.i/de Mais"filled.in the rcar wit . R,H.C. slightly

to the west and south in.thc arsa of FPaulshof. Thsse

points wors now consolid.tod nending & necw thrust into the
forest bsyond. (AER 45/5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Dockat I:
Interviow No. .2 CD/8 "BLOCKRUSTER", pards 12 and 13). The
battle of Udem to the west was not yet over. Nth N.S.
Fichrs had a stiff battlas betwcen the town and the raoilway
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to the south, .and both H.L.I. of C., and S.D. & G. Highrs '.
were sternly opposed as they fouzht their way ahead. (W.D.,
GeSay HQ. 2 Can Cor s, February 1945: OQvs Log, Avpx 3,

27 FPeb 45, Serial 27). 8 Cdn Inf Bde remained in reserve
in their positions with the excentlon of n.0.R. of C.,;- who
were now ordered to move through Zirsel to relieve WSMITH
Force of 4 Cdn Armd Bde's 'TI“*“‘ Group on the high ridge

to the west of the village. (97.Ds., 7.0.R: of C. and 21 Cdn
Armd Regt, 27 Feb 45). 7 Cdn Inf Bde had by this time
moved up, prior to concentrating between Udem aqd Feppeln

(2 Can uorns Ovs Log, 27 Feb 45, Serial 81; and ¥.D., H.Q.
7.Can Inf Bde, 28 Web 45),

43, Amid all this movement forward by the Canadian

divisions, 43 (W,) Div, 11 Armd Div and 30 Corps to the
south-west were By no means static. "hile 43 (V.) Div

patrolled forward towards Calcar on the northern flank,
11 Armd Div, whose advance elements had reached the railroad
south-west of Udem at 0800 hours, ran into considerable
opposition in the region of the road fork of Barzen (9940),
and soon discovered that the enemy held all approaches to
the main objective. At 1330 hours 27 Teb, after the
objective had been very heavily shelled, 4 Brit Armd Bde
was, still unable to advance and MNaj-Gen G.H.P., Robertis,
G.0.C. 11 Armd Div, decided to pass 159 Bde through (W.D.,
GeSe, H., 2-Cdn Jorns Tebruary 1945: Ovs Log, Anpx 3,
27 Bab 45, Serisls 26,29, 31, 60, 63, 59, 71},  In the
meantime, in the szctor Of 30 r‘o*r"'s‘ on srations, 52 (L.) Dirv
on the extreme right broke out. of their positions and
drove castwards towards the ground hsld by 51 (H.) Div in
the arca of Sisbengewald. The ©»ositions to the south of
Affer@en wers held pending 1 Cdo Bde's arrival from Sescond
British Army to opcrate on the general axis Afferden -'Tell
(8269). 3 Brit Div, having relieved 15 (Scot) Div, struck
south through tho woodod ar:as to cut the road "'ecze - Udem
some thrse milss west of Xervenheim. The situation along
the front of Ninth U.S. Army was nrogressing stzadily. All
- three Corps (XIII, XVI and XIX) were attacking vigorously
and gaining ground (7.D., G.S., H.?. First Cdn Army,
Tebruary 1945: Appx 31, lehllvhts of Ops u» to 0730 hours
27 Teb 45, re Ninth U.S. Army).

44, Througrout 27 Feb, th: opposition-had stiffencd
to slow down our advanoc and bad weather goncrally had
cprived the troops of closs air surport, although later that
cqv Maricnbaum and Sonsbeek wore visitead by 62 mudlum
bombers. (AZF 45/21 Army Gp/C/F, Docket IIT: Op"VIRITABLE"
varas 117, 122). The eatire situation now centrzd on the
Hochwald Forest whore cloments of 4 Cdn Armd Div were being
sovercly shclled, and on the aftcrnoon of 27 F:b, Brigadier
efforson, commending 10 Cdn Inf Bdec, doccided to nass Linc
%~ Welld R...and A, & S.H, of C. throuzh thec Gap. At the
same timoc ©.0.2, of C. of 8 Cdn Inf Bdec rolicvod “SITTH®
Toree (21 Cdn Armd Rc gt -and Lakce Sup R. (Mot)) on tho
Pauls L*aturu, thus frecing it for further emmloymsnt to
the cast, and 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt revertsd to command
4 Cdn Armd Div, a welcome addition to the troons involvzdys
(7.D.,-HAQ. 10 Can Inf Bde; 27 Tob 45, ¥.D., 9:0.R.,) of €.,
27 Fcb 45 and /.D., 18 Can Armd C. Ragt, 27 Fob 45). That
svening, as Linc & %slld R, and A. & S.H. of C. prcparcd o
mov: up vo the areg of the zap, Naj-Gsn C. Vokes, G.C.C.
4 Cdn Armd Div, accocnted his intantions for 27 - 28 Feb 45,
10 Cdn Inf Bde was to scize and hold the ridgs between the
two for:sts and 4 Cdn ‘irmd Bdc was to then move onc battls
2roun on to 19 Cdn Inf Bdo's objoctive, in order ‘todush,
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further along the axis of the railway towaras ﬂantﬂn.

Another battle group, consisting:of 22 Cdn Armd Regt and
ake Sup R. (Mot) was to push uheaa at first llght on

28 Feb and- take the woods north-east and east of Herstigs

(0541) (0640)- (0740) (AET 45/4.Cdn &rnd Div/c /¥, Docket II

Overation “BILOCKBUSTER", para 7)

45, To the north thers was little change. 6 Cdn Inf
Bde wasrelicvaed by 214 Bde -of 43 (W,) Inf Div and concen-
trated near Tirsel (0043); oprénaratory to advancing past
the prospective objective of 5 Cdn Inf Bde in the Hochwald
Forest.: (7.D., H,Q2. 6 Cdn-Inf Bde, 27 Teb 45), 43 (7,)
Inf Div made substantial gains, exploiting to the fullj;

5 Wilts entered Calcar almost unopposed in the early
evening of 27 Feb and 43 Recece Regt graspad an opening
which resulted in one squadron being passed through to
Hansclaer. - - By the morning of 28 Feb the 43 reconnaissancs
sguadrons were operating boldly well forward of Calcar and
Fonnépel, (W.D., G.S.,, H.N. 2 'Cdn Corps,; Tebruary 1945:

Ops Log, Aopx 3, 27 Fébh 45, Serials 101, 103, and 28 Tecb 45,
Serial é)

46. The front remained fairly static until the morning
of 28 Fab. In 2 Cdn Inf Div's sector 5 Cdn Inf Bdc launched

R.H.C. into thc forcst hilec Calg ""ighrs hcld .the waestern
cdgos, but movoment was difficult and the fizhting stiff ald
costly. After a hard struggle which lasted until 1800 hour
28 Teb, thrce of the four R.H.C. comvenics were pullad bac;
the fourth romsining with Calg Fishrs t0 hold thc wooded
brideshead. (7.D., E.?. 5 Cdn Inf Bdec; 28 Pcb 45, and W.Ds.,
Calg Fizhrs and R.F.C., 28 “ub 45)., tforth of 5 Cdn Inf Bdc
Maj=-Gen I'atthews had ordcercd 4-Cdn Inf Bdz to reach out into
the Fochwald Torcost, and bv 1900 hours R. Rezt C, was on its
objective alonz the western frings, south of Ncuschbaucrshof
(0344:) with Zsscx Scot R, passing through to occupy part of
ths woodcd arzas beyond. (7V.Ds., H.2.,4 Cdn Inf Bdc, R,
Rogt C., Bssex Scot and R.H.L.I., 28 Tcb'45). By ths .timc
that 4 Cdn Inf Bdo ontored the forest the fury of cnemy
r2action against 4 Cdn Armd Div hed increcascd onc hundrcd
fold. Alg R., which had undcorgonc a poriod of ‘scvore
shslling, was still holéing ths linc of tronchos west of
the gap when at Dﬁruulmuudly 0400 hours A, & S.H, of C.,
supportcd by tanks of 29 Cdn Armd Rcces Rugt and 22 Cdn Armd
R:gt, passcd through. In a short spacc” of timc A. & S.F.
of C, bececame: houvily committecd and sufforcd many casualtics.
At 0600 hours Lt-Col R.C. Coloman of the Line & "elld R.,
1l3d his men u» thos slopc so that they in turn could advanec
scastwards, All thoss offorts, howsver, were sternly orposcd by
the cnemy, who »norsisted in mortaring end shelling tho arca
unmerceifully. The Line & Welld R. were uafortunate in boing
in a yortion of thc wood into which thc cnomy poured cvery
possible form of missilc. Thosc burst in thc troctops and
killcd or woundcd dozcns-of th: infantry Uﬂnrot ctcd below,
(¥.Ds., F.0. 10 Cdn: Inf Bdo, A. % S.H. of-C., Linc & Weclld R.,
28 ¥cb 45). - Latcr that morning on:z comrany:-of Alq R,
crosscd the railway traeks to cluar the arca of Udcmocrbruch
and 29 Can aArmd i;cc; Rogt sunt up armourcd sux nort to the
:ast,rn sidac ‘of th :uD whers for thc rast of the day
Ao % SeH. of C. Jnd Linc & "glld R. elung to th:ir pesitions,
(Ibid, and *7.D.,:29 Cdn Armd "Rsccz Rogt, 28 Fob 45), At
?}5_hours & now offort to advanco by tanks of 22 and 28

Cdn Armd Recgts failcd, as tha cnemy guns took such hoevy
toll that movemont H,cqmc virtuzlly imnossible. (W.D., H.Q.

Cdn Armd “de, 28 Tcb 45). Thc zround troovs wors now
ursed to hold @ll along tho lin: until 6 Cdn Inf "ds arriwed
to rilicve them the ns=t sorninz.

<]
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47. During the past day events to the west in the ‘.
sectors controlled by 3 Cdn Inf-Div and 11 Armd Div had zon=
well, 7 Cdn Inf Bde had already steoped in to Tollow un
11 Armd Div and was now positioned south of the railroad
astride the Udem - Xervenheim road (W.D,, 7. Cdn Inf Bde,
w.Ds., Regina Rif, R; "pg Rif, 1 C. Scot R., 27 Teb 45).

1l Armd Div, like its Canadian counterpsrt, was also having
difficulties. 159 Inf Bde Gp, vhom GLnyral Roberts: had
ardered’ to push on during the prsvious night towards the
3chleiffen line and Sonsbeck, movsd around the southern
slopes of: Gochfortzbzsrg, but found the terrain thsre
squally boggy and treacherous. The main obstacle in the
path of tho edvance had bcen-a smell stream, with banks

so sof't that it had been necessary to establish a rcgular
infantry bridgshecad. .By midday 28 Feh, a few tanks had
crossed, but the first efforts te thrust forward met with
disastrously heavy artillery and anti-tank firc. In the
lete svoning 1 Herefords, rccecontly rcliceved by 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, passed through with 15/19 F., and s mile beyond the
forwerd nositions of 159 RBd=s Gp they oncounter2d the firss
Schleiffcn defzaces. (Taurus Fursusnt, A History of

11 Armd Div‘, paecs -84, 85) :

a8, By 0900-‘hours 1 Mar i5, thz situation on the fronts
hzld by 30 Corps ané ¥inth U.S. Army had improved stcadily.
156 (L.) 3dc with 32 Gds Bde undcr command had complatoly t-ke
over from 51 (H.) Inf Div the arca botween 3icbengewald and
Hulm with a vicw to &3 n101t1n~ to tho south. The Lowland
natrols soon, cnterad Grootec Forst (86)9) to find it clsar o2
the enemy, and the Camcronians cgtublished a strong-point
in the wood south of Boycnhof (8739). 160"'Bde of 53 (7,)
Inf Div complicd with tho.corps intsntion of the day (AZF 45/
30 Brlt Corvs/C/I, Dockzt III(b): TFol 49, Intecaticn
30 Corps Task, 28 #cb 45).:@nd rcolisved 8 Bdz of 3 Brit Div
in the erca of tho Zamrshof:bridaochcad (9539), mecanwhilo
ksoning up the vnressurc against YWeczo On tho shortonsd
snoetor now hold by 3 Brit Div, 1 ouffolks comploted the
clsaranez of tho wood north-cast of ampshof (953%9), while
185 Bde attacking south throush 9 Bde at 1400 hours 28 Tab
mzds suffiecicnt progress in thoe dircetion of Korvenheim to
allow tho asscult on the town to go in at 0900 hours 1 Mar.
(AFW 45/30 Brit Corns/C/H, Dockct III: 3itreps, P.A. to
.0.C.-in-C., Nos 120, 121, 28 Fcb 45). Meanwhilz, Gds
Armd Div rcmained in n051t10n and had nothing of intcrost
to rovort. 51 (4.) Div now concoentrated for rest in-the
arcus of Nijmogeon, Goch cnd Fesscl (ARF 5/50 Brit Corps/C/T,
Dockst IT: TWol )), 30 Corns Tasks of 28 ¥cb 45) of Ninth
U.S. Army; aftcr being held up tomporari ly on the railway
linc from Munchcn-Gladbaseh  to Elscn, XIX U.S. Corns had
lungcd ocut and advanccd zight milcs tc rcach the line:
St;inhauszn, Glchn and Fermsrdan., To thc south and west
of Munchcon-Gladbach XITI U.3. Corps had ~cnotratcd as far
as Hardt, whilc on .the left{yI U.S. Corps were stcodily
zaining Dround through thc Biegerwald north of Eirgecllen
(8980). In comverison,.progrzss on First Canadian Army
front was limitcd by the inersusing cnemy resistance tf
the consolidation -of prsvious gains, Apart from a
exnansion of the gan betwecn the Hochwald and Balbars
Torcsts by 2 Cdn Jo 0s and thc 2stablishms nt of dbridg

ttlo
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over the Muhlen .- Flcuth strcam which ran cast from Wesze
by 30 Corms, fow. chanzcs had occurrcd. (“.J., G.3. Ons,
H.". Tirst Can Army, liarch 1945, Aopx 2, ¥olio 61, G.0. IIT,
Ops ‘Summary 2552, 272400 - 282400 Tob 45)
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TUE ENZNY STTUATION, 1 MAR 45

49, The enemy had now been able to stabilize his line
and in spite of our rarid advances during the veriod 0400
hours 26 7eb to 1200 hours 28 Feb, he had succeeded by
hard fighting in keenping his ground losses to. a minimum.
Though 2 Cdn Corps had managed to nry him out of the gap
between the two forests, no progress had been made into

the country beyond. The enery strength lay in his mortars
and rocket vrojectors. 86 lerfer Regt had already been
identified and intsrro~gation of »nrisoners nointed to the
fact that at least 54 nrojesetors of the 15cm and 24cm
verieties were probably still in operation. The enemy's
artillsry fire, which had been surrnrisingly heavy and
accurate, ws u“blementad by railway gzuns operating from
the east bank of the Rhine. A few tanks and self-—rovelled
guns, nresumably from'16 Pz Razt, still rsmained west of
the river.

50. The German infantry were identifisd as 116 Recce
Pz Unit in the zap, 60 Pz Gr “egt in the ¥Yochwald and 156 Pz
Cr in ths Palberserwald, all of 116 Tz Div, Thers was also
svidence in the ~an of 7 Para Regt of 2 Tara Div. urther
to the north 6 Tara Div: hel¢ from the northern’ ené of ths

“ochwald to the =Zhins; 15 Pz Gr Liv was revortsd to be
coming into the Fochwald arca; the front -from wsst of
3dlbsrzcrwald to the railroad in Jscze was antrusted to
3 Para Div. lest of _the iliars 1iv;r, 1 Para Diy. stilil
?,16 the right, two battalicns of 190 Div dzfended the
ceatre, while 180 Div bTOCH,U the left. (Pirst Sdn Army

Int Sum Ko. 242, 27 “zb 45; No. 243, 28 ¥sb 45)

L B The operation was three days old, but the dinitial
progrsss, whieh had h:sld promisc ﬁf z,rly success, was for

"

the momcnt slowad up. Fowever, Ganeral Crarar.hed” elrsady
instructsd Lt-Cen B.G. Horrocks, G O C. 30 Corps, to.dcve lon

his main thArust along the axis of "Tinnckendonk - Issum and -Lt-
Gsn G.G. Simonds to »réss on using two lincs of advance, the
northern to.pass through Zanten 2hsinborg, the southsrn
through Sonsbick to Bonninghardt. (L.t-%en E.D Crorar's

Dispatchas, 5 Apr 45, pura: 40, 41). In summing up the
situation at this timc General Crerar stated

By the bisinning of March the ""inter offcnsive,
entrusted to Tirst Cdn Army, to dcstroy the cncmy
west of tho Rhine and prcpare the way for an
envelopment of the Ruhr, was well advanced. The
spectacular successes gainosd within the brief
spacc of 7 days by 9 U.S. Army brought the
concluding stages well in sight...

« o Lt=-G2nerdal Simpson?" troops wore now only
somz 17 miles from the cnemy’s position onposite
our own linss,-and by thus 'ncroaching unron his
rearzuard area, threstened his way of 2zscapse.

(Gzneral Creraris Dispateh,
5 Aor 45)

The zsnemy was now quite obviously fully ssnsitive to the
threat looming u» froq the. ranid Amsrican advanc¢e to the
north, and it vas c¢ls thet he must go dast of the Rhinec.
The dsbatablce ’udatan was how would he do it. His hold
on Munchcn-Sladbach had becn broken and althougb th;
bridzahsad »rotecting the ihinc crossines rasained, they

did not in theaszlves »roteset the rsar of she troo=s




opposing First Cam dian Amy. Already it was cvident that .
the German loft wing was rctrzating. The Vese2l bridgc and

the ferrics on sach sids of it wore in full us>, and it was
apprceiatod that his detcrmination not to give ground to

First Canadian Army was in offcet part of his programme for

tha protcction of this cxodus (First Cdn Army Int Sum

No. 244, 1 Var 45).

A V.C. 7CR THE ESSEX

52. The third and fourth phasc cf Operation *BLOCYBUSTERY
continucd with ronswzd vigour. At first light 1 ¥ar 45

6 Cdn Inf Bde ‘rclicvad 10 Cdn Inf Bds in the Gan. (¥.D.,
E.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, ¥arch 1945, Appx 3, Ops Loz, 1 i‘ar 45,
Sarial 23). 'hilc Linc & VYelld R, and thc grecator vart of
A. & S,H. of C. conccantrated to the roar, Alg R., who alrceady
had clonments south of th: railway tracks, was ord:zrcd to

link up with 11 Armd Div. This »rojcet, howevor, was
abandoncd and thc rogimcnt movcd back to comc undor command

4 Cdn Armd Bdc and concontrated in the crowded gun arcza
south-cast of Tirsel, pro-aratory to moving through th:s Gep
to roslicve Lakc 3up R. (Mot). (7.D., X¥.”. 10 Cdn Inf Bde,

4 Cdn Armd Bde, 1 and 2 Mar 45; W.D., Lake 3un R. (Mot),

1 War 45). P3nding a ncw z2ttempt by 4 Cdn Armd Rde to

br2ok out to the ast, 6 Cdn Inf Bde hold thc Hochwald Gap
with ord:rs to sxn»loit to th: south (7.D,, H.2. 6 Cdn Inf Bde,
1 ¥ar 45). The rest of 2 Cdn Inf Div vcrsisted in their
:Tforts to move forward in thonorthorn narts of the forsst.
Ths.cnomy »rossursz in front of 5 Cdn Inf Bde casocd
censidcrably during th. nisght 28 Teb/l Mar, and by sikilful
>adoavour notrols had t.nctratcd by last light as far as the
Cap itsclf, Jjust sast of the S. Sask R..positions (AEF 45/

5 Cdn Inf Bdo/C/D, Dockst I, Memorandum of Intorvicw

No., 2 CD/8, Opsration 'BLOCKYXUSTER", Account givin by

Brig W.J. Mzg¥ll, D.S.0., to Hist Offr 2 Cdn Inf Div,

24 Mar 45),

53« On tho 1loft of, 5 Cda Inf Bdc, Brigadicr F.N., Cabcldu,
commending 4 Cdn Inf Bdc, hoving launched tho Essiax Scot R,
at 0745 hours, ordocrcd X.H.L.I. to pass through. Tho attack
mct with torriblc casusltics, hanéd to hand fighting rasgcd
svorywhore, but the men of the Esscx Scot R, ,gzallantly lzd

by Major Frcd Tilston, riachaod its objoetive. For his vart
in this action Major Tilston was subsecquontly awurded thot
covctoed decoration, the Vietoria Cross, His bravery, which
ernointed him to the cxelusive hall of never to be forgotton
hoross of Canada was quotcsd to the world in this citation:

Across approximately 500 yards . of flat oven country,
in facc of intonsc cnemy - firc, Mo jor Tilston vporsonrll-
lcd his Company in the attzcik, kconing dangarously
closc to our own bursting shclls in order to get the
meximum cover from the barrage. Though wounded in
the hcad he continucd to lcad his men forward, through
a belt of wirc tcn foct in deopth, to the cnemy trenchos
shouting ordcrs and cnecouragomeont and using his Sten
gun with greoat sficet. 'nén thoe nlatoon on the laft
came undcr hoavy firc from an cnomy machinoe zun nost
hz dashed forward porsonally and silcnced it with a
grecnads; he was first to rozch tho cnomy position and
took tho first prisoncr.

(Overseas R.0. 5823,

23 May 45) °




In pressing on to the second line of enemy éefences on the
edge of the woods he was severely wounded in the hin» and
fell to the ground. Nevertheless he rejoined his nmen as
hey reached their objective. In vicious hand-to-hand
fighting two German Company I'eadouarters were overrun and
many casualties were inflicted on the fenatical de’fenders.
"Then the enemy counter-attacked, fajor Tilston inspired
his company - now reduced to one quarter of its original
strength - to hold firm against grsat odds. The heroic
Comrany Commander repeatedly crossed the bullet swept
ground to the Uompany on his right: flank to carry grenades,
rifle and Bren ammunition to his trodps, making at least
six such hazardous trips.

On his last trin he was wounded for the third time,
this time in ths lesg, Fe was found in a shell
crater beside the road. Al thouszh very seriously
wounded and barely conscious, he would not submit
to medical attention until he had given complete
instructions as to the defence plan, had emnhasized
the ahsolute necessity of holding the “DSlthn and
had ordered his one remaining officer to take over.
/
By ids calm covra~e, zallant conduct and total
erard for his own safety, he fired his men with

'rim determination and th2ir firm stand ensbled tho

eziment to accomnlish its object of furnishing the

ricade with a solid bese throush which to launch
Lurther successful attacks to clear the forest, thus
enabling the Division to accomnlish 'its task,

Nightfall saw the Essex -cot consolidating its costly geins,
and waiting for R.E.L.I. to move throuzh ("°.D., H.7. 4 Cdn
Inf Bde, 1 Mar 45; V.D., Essex 3cot 2., 1l 1%ar 45).

54, The northern flank on which 43 (*7,) Div was owvesrating
showed no sign of breaking owen, % Je eldorn (0447) and ier
Mormter (0650) were both re~ort"d strongly held (W.D.,, %.3.,
.2 2 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945 Anpx 1, Ops Log, 1 Mar 45,
Serial 7). The divisional re r‘onnaiss.mcu squadrons roamed
far and wide probing each possible line of advance, To the
south of the railroad 3 Cdn Inf Div had joined 11 %4rmd Div in
the drive to the west. 8 Bde sent R. de Chaud to attack

the Tuschen "‘ald. This wooded area which separates the
Hochwald and Balbergerwzld west of Xunderenhof (0340), was
entered at 1845 hours from the road just south of the railway,
but the going was slow and as derkness fell the enemy drove
back the Canadian infentry with overwhelming concentrations
of artillery and mortar “1r The overation was then
vostponed until daylight (”.D., R. de Chaud, 1 Mar 45). On
the same day 'both N. Shore E. and 2.0.R. of C. moved down

to concentration sreas between Gochfort (0039) and the
railway. Here the two reziments awaited the developmsnts

to the south (W.D., N, Shore R., 2.0.R. of C., 1 Mar 45;

AET 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/D, Docket II: Memos lios. 6 and 8).
The remsining elements of 3 Cdn Div were widely scattered,

9 Cdn Inf Bde remained in Udem (7.D., E.C., 9 Cdn Inf Bde,

1l ¥ar 45) and 7 Cdn Inf Bde, whose task was to protect the
right flank of 11 Armd Div, moved C. Scot R, and R. Ypg

21f to take up new positions in that role. By 2000 hours

1 C., Scot R. held the south-westerly slones of the Cochfort

Pzature (1059) with R. Jng Rif to the south and east of the
stream near unurﬁasshor {0038) (*.Ds., ¥.”. 7 Can Inf Bde,
1 i o Ucot R. and . Fog Rif, L 1Ap A5,
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55 The difficult struggle for manoeuvre continued in .
the sector held by 11l Armd Div, &nd 1% now came the turn

of 4 Armd Bde Group to go forward across the water-lozged
ground overlooked by Balbvrgermald and the high ground

north of Sonsbeck, 4 Armd Bde advanced with, 2 K.R.R.C.,

and 44 Royal Tks on the right, 4 K,S5.L.I. and the Greys on
the left. While the right. group made slow hrogress against
strong onposition, the left became bogged down with the
infantry unable to move in the face of intense machine gun
fire. Purther north, however, ,a line of advance was found
to exist just inside the Canad an boundary. A portion of
the Greys and X.S.L.I. now went forward to secure a start
line, the remaining troops and tanks extricated themselves
from their present.difficultlies to come in vehind them.

This tock until long after darlk. Meanwhile 44 Royal Tks and
2 K.R.R.C, closed up to the enemy positions and engaged in
the dangerous procedure of wood-clearing at night along the
ooen rlght flank,

30 CORPS AND NINTE U.S5. ARPMY -~ 1 MAR

56. Meanwhile, 30 Corps had not decreased its prsssure in
the south-west. 185 Bde of 3 Brit Div fought for ¥ervenheim
throughout the day and by midnight, though enemy strong-voints
in the castle and cemetery grounds were 3till holding out,
the major part of the town was under British control. ¢ and
9 Brit Bdes were. strung out to the Acrn*—«esU anéd orevaring to
vass through the objective (ALF 45/30 Brit Corps/C /;, Doc
7olios 118 and 119, Sitreps of 1 ifar 45). 53 (W.) Div
aintained its o’fnn sive opverations against 'Teeze with 71 Bde
while 158 Bde hammered away at the woods (9637) cast of the
town. © 160 Bde rested in reserve. To the west of Weeze
53 (i.) Div's reconnaissance troops nrodded the enemy's lines,
and further on 52 (L.) Div had mst with gome local successes.
156 Bde captur=sd Ober Tfe,luun- (9039), Nieder Helsum{9038) and
Heerivan (ngS) On the extreme r1;LL flank the Lowland

armoured cars, striking uown the railroad from Affsrden (8038)
towards Langstraat -(8333%), reached the concrete works north
of Heukelom (8237), where they were stopped by the enemy in
some strength. (Ibid)

5T+ Throughout 1 Mar the Ninth U.S. Army had made
snectacular gains, Munchen-Gladbach having fallen -to ZIX Corps,
who bressed on to the outskirts of Neuss (8927), while

LAVI Corms entcred Venlo and Roermond, It was 1n the area of
Munchen-Gladbach that the snemy produced clements of Pz Lehr
Div, though to no avail. The penzers, unabls to check the
gquick striking Americans, lost very 331711y. (AE” 45/21 Army
Gp/C/F, Docket TII, Operation "VIRLITABLE", 8 ¥eb - 10 Mar 45,
para 121). The wcather on thils day had not been.favourable
and the air effort had necessarily to be re<irained to short
neriods, Sonsbeclc was attacked fnur times, lhowever, and
armoured reconnaissance was &blg search bLe battle. area
while four squadrons "bezt up' th nrrtlnucstarn fringe of
Fochwald., (First Cdn Army Int Summary No, 244, 1 lar 45;

84 Gp Int Summary No. 203, 1 ¥War 45}, ' '

€l

58, The early morning of 2 Mar saw the entirg.front flare
un with uct1v1ty as uch.division struck ocut. In the far
north 129 Bde of 43 ( .) Div moved down to the right to occuny
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. the area east of Todtenhugel and north of Delsenhof (0244)
and ‘relieve elements of 4 Cdn Inf Bde. (W.D., G.S., H.Q.
2 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945, Appx 2, Sitrep 020600 hours,
2 Mar/ 45). 214 Bde reached Spierhof (0346) and found
Xehrum unoccupied, but the amoured cars bumped into stern
resistance on the avproaches to Ner Mormter (06500651).
At this time it was not certain whether Appeldorn or
Marienbaum were clear. (/.D., G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
March 1945, Ops Log, 2 Mar, Serial 20, 3 Mar, Serials
4, 10 and 15) :

59. On 2 Cdn Inf Div's front the 4 Bde attack went in
at 0630 hours. The R.H.L.I. advance, heavily supported,
met little resistance and by 1000 hours all objectives had
been secured. Brigcadier Cabeldu now instructed R. Resgt

of C. to be ready to push on through (¥.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf
Bde, Mar 45). 5 Bde, whose advance »netrols had elready
journeyed southwards to the Gap, held its ground with

orders to relieve 6 Bde as soon as the latter commenced
clearing ths southern part of the forest (W,D., H.Q. 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, 2 Mar 45). But in the Gap itself there was being
enacted a scene of bitter encounter which would rarely be
egualled. While 6 Bde stood astride the snace between the
two forests and two companies of Alg R. dug in on the sastern
slope, a battle grouv consisting of Lake Sup R. (Mot) and
one comnany of Algq X, lunged eastwards suppvorted by the
tanks of 21 Cdn Armd Regt. The objective, the wood cast of
Herstges (0540), was reached by 0715 hours end 4 Cdn Armd
Div pushed infantry along the axis of the railway to reinforce
the line of advance. By this time, however, it was broad
daylight and the enemy cequally strong on both sides of the
railway track drove the Canadians back with very heavy
losses. Of the force involved in the dawn attack only a
few members of Lake Sup R. (I"ot) returned. The Alq R,
company was almost wiped out. (w.,Ds., H.0, 4 Cdn Armd

Div, H.6. 4 Cdn Aymd Bde, H.7”. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 C4n Armd
Regt, Lake Sup R. (Mot), Algq R., 2 Mar 45)

60, Meanwhile 6 Cdn Inf Bde's plan to pass Camsrons of
C. through the Fus M.R. had taken shabve, Camerons of C,
advenced at 1030 hours, but no speed could be attained
against the strong opposition, and the Highlanders were
gventually forced to dig in and hold gbout 500 yards
short of their objective, which was ths south-sastesrn edge
of the Hochwald Forest. Consegquently, ncither S. Sask R.
nor Tus M,R.,who were to follow up to the north, were able
to move (7.D., H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 }ar 45). The cffort
by 3 Cdn Inf Div to clear the Tuschen Wald, which had bsgun
at 0730 hours, met with better fortune. R. de Chaud of
8 Cdn Inf Bde, supported by tanks of 6 Cdn Armd egt,
comnlected its task by 1400 hours, at which timo .0.R. of C,.
and N, Shorec R, passed through and advanced steadily against
scatterad but fairly stiff opposition, By 2200 hours 2 Mar
half of the original objectives had been seized, The
brigadec held for the night in the western cdge of the
Tuschen Wgld, (¥W.Ds.,, 2.0.R. of C., R. de Chaud, N. Shore R.
2 ¥ar 45: ARF 45/3 Can Inf Div/C/D, Dockst II, Memos Nos 6,
7 and 8, llemoranda of Interviews with 0.Cs, 9.0.R. of C.,
R, de Chaud, N. Shors R., 16 Mar 45). 9 Cdn Inf Bde was
now prevaring to movse from Udem into the more active battle
area, (W.D., H.2. 9 Cdn Inf Bda). 7 Cdn Inf Bde rested
in its consolidated vositions with the excention of 1 C,
Scot R. who shifted further to ths south-sast later that
nizht to rclieve a vportion of 11 Armé Div in the srea of
the crossroads north-cast of !ausbruch (0136) (7.D., H.N.
7 Cén Inf Bde).
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61 The tasks vérformed by 2 Cdn:Armd Bde for the first
two days in March ha&d been of a wide and varying nature.

6 Cdn irmd Regt, having relieved 10 Cdn "rmd egt on 1 iar,
me under command of 3 Cdn Inf Div.at Udeni and ovrerated

h 8 Bde during :tha-.-Balbergerwald fighting. 27 Cdn Armd

9]

t was broviding armoured sunport for 2 Cdn Inf Div, but

auadrons re joinedé their h,,uglﬁfﬁ r3 near Hartmanshof

!

its s

(0244) on the niszht of 2 liar. 10 Cdn irmd Regt was now
refitted and waiting for further eunloyment near 3chroanenhof
(9847). (r.De; HS, 2 Gdn tmd Bde, karch 19%945: Avpx: I,
Sitreps for period up to 0308CQ, and 7,Ds., 10, 27 and 6

7Jdn Arndé Regts, 1 and 2 Var 45) '

62, "he attack by 11 frmd Div to the south was resumesd
again at 0300 hours 2 I'ar with 4 Armd Bde p thrustins
southwards between the two lines of trcaches which coanstituted
hat vpart of the Sehlieffen defences. The oneration had zone
szZceedingly well, and zs the lisht of day anpsared, the ridss
on the western gide of -the forest was talen. It was during
the consolidation that the ensmy seened to revive and counter-
attacked.fiercely, only to be driven off with hsavy. losses.

4 Armd Bde's second battle group then passed tlr ugh to clsar
the end of the line south of Neusnbautarshof (0338). . The
rsrman positions put:.-uv a terrific rizht, especisally on the
rizht flank, where the =n““ogchw' to Zonsbeck were well
cratered and covered by numsrous Qtrnuc-points. In .sbits of
ths determin®d resistance, by dawn on 3 Var the 4 Armd Bde-Gd
had overcome maay obstacles and reached Tsllervaldshof, whare

they awaited rslief by 159 Bde Gp, who wera to priss on
towards ‘.onsbeck.

63, hereas thes advance by 2 Cdn Corps had been bitterly
onnosed, 30 Corns swepnt southwards without much interfersnce,
On the extreme right 1 Commendo Bde had %ntured Langstraat
(6333)., 156 (L.) Bde, having occunied Tstrucheim (8736)" and
rus,uhor (8856) cloared the wooded sector west of Stoeg (9937]
?1 Bde of 53 (W.) Diwv combed the town of geze whilz 158 Bd
gssad through the petrol into Eevelasr, 3 Brit Div,
uttdc ¢ing to the south-cast from thz woods above Ratzenhof
[9659) took Winneksndonk without opnosition, while its
rsconnaigsance slements fanncd out towards Schravslen (9733)
(- D., G.S. Ops, H.O. First Cdn Army, ¥arch 1945, Appx 9:
Fighlight of Ons" up to 030730 (2 Mar 45)} The Ninth U.S.
Army was now advancing with unvorces ount :d ranidity, So. far
17,473 orisonsrs of war had *"3:,4 ca28s. XIX Corwvs
took Hzsuss and Tappelen on 3 kia the iver Rhine
gast of Trefeld, which XIII C T DS inv:stud. Elsevhers on
the ATIT Corps front the troons did not gain much sround,
but XVI Corps on the laft ssized Ni sukerk (0518) 2nd raced on
northwards towards 30 Brit Corps. (;g;g: Sitrep, Ops Summary
012400 - 022400)

64, An Army Intelligence Summéry for 2 Mar summed up the
snemy's plight: '

At long last the snemy has reccgnizzd the threa
to ths rear of Firs re Army. Tor & long itime

c arations that the operations
a divsrsion, hs chesrfully
diverted gll his best infantry and armour in the .
EST to slowing our vnrogrsss. Now-hc is paying
the price and moving too late ths troops.which
ought to have been keont for usc asainst the main
effort. '

in the RETCHSVALD wer:
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The-difficulties of the ground and the season

are NO longer enough to commensate for the basic
weakness of his posgsition in the WEST.

Events ~romise to move swiftly. The American
thrust has already broken the new SOUTH facing
line of Tirst Para Army at JRETELD A10, XE°PEN A00
and NISUKERY 401, The HOCEWATD line is pisrced
at LABBICX AO4 and SONSTICK A03. Although in- the
NORTE he is still courher attacking.fiercely, his
forces are more tired and denleted than before.

In the SOUTH he can hardly have a firm line
orgzanized.

Thus in the next 24 hours we may exnect to see
further disengagement and definite steps taken to
provide more protection for the escaps route through
IESEL. But this is NOT enough. He must begin to
‘hot foot® it and at once,

At this stagze two things are decisive. The first,

the speed and vigour with which he meets his nresent
situation. The second, the weather. Now is the

! time for good wsather for he must move by day or be

trapped, if either the Americans or ourselves break

further through.

("irst Cdn Army Int Summary
No, 254, 2 lMar 45)

65. Now that the enemy’s front gave svery svidsnce of
crumbling, the situation foreseen in Lt-Gen Crerar!s direc~
tive of 24 ¥eb 45 bezan to take its final form:

If situations develop pronitiously, 2 Canadian
Corps will carry its armoured thrust through to
ZANTEN, and secure it and the higzh =sround to its
South., It will then take agaressive stevs to
clear thes enemy from the areca between the zeneral
line UDZEN - SCNSBECK - XANTEN, and the R RHINE,

In similar circumstances, 30 Corvs will develop

a thrust South Zast, with CGuards Armd Div, to cut
and hold the GELDERN - VESZIL road in the vicinity
of road and railway junctions and crossings in map
squares 1430, 1431 and 15633. | 3 Brit Inf Div,
keeping Zast of the VZEZE - GZILDERN road, will be
directed South, securing JINNETZINDONX anc¢ then
GELDERN, 53 (4) Inf Div will secure XSVELAER,
and make contact with 3 Bfit Inf Div. 52 (L) Inf
Div, will develop nressure southwards, and clear
the enemy from Bast back of R VIUSE,

(G.0.C.-in-C, 1-0-4/1
Opnerational Directives,
First Cdn Army, No. 46,
24 Tgb 45)

66. The G.0.C.-in-Cts.directive was furthered by the
30 Corps and 2 Cdn Corps intentions issued on ths night of
2 Mar, The intentions-for 30 Corps were:
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1. (a) "Adv on axis HEES - WEMB - TJISTEDEN - .,
WALBECK - GELDERN

(b) Continue clearance rd AFFIRDEN - WELL
(c) Clear tps and tpt WEST of rd GOCH - WEEZZ -

TEVELATR by 0310304

2. 53 (W) Inf Div

(a) 171 (7) Inf Bde concs area GOCH

(b) 8 Brit Armd Bde with one inf bn to canture
TAVELASR, and exnloit to GTLDIRN

[ .
3, Gds Armd Div
To adv at 1030 hrs to canture FYEPELLIN and
IS8ULN.,
4, 3 Brit Inf Div to exnloit to KAPPELLEN and be
prenared to follow behind Gds Armd Div where
| latter have .passed. through.

The intentions for 2 Cdn Corons were:

1. 1l Brit Armd Div - to continue adv on SONSEICK

L S0 pon T Diy

(a) To elear BALBERGERVALD 30UTH of rly.

(b) With 7 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes to attack
from BALBIRGZRTALD and cavture spur to
09 casting.

3, 4 Cdn Armd Div - to vrevare to adv on axis
ABPIICK 0539 - VEEN 1135,

4, 2 Cdn Inf Div

(a) To clear HCCHJALD forest.

(b) To regroup for subsequent adv to XANTEN
axis of rly.

5« 43 Brit Inf Div

(a) To continue sweep on LEFT flank.

(b)  To take over to MARIENBAUM from 2 Cdn
il b g P 3
(WaD., G,8..0ps, H.Q,
Tirst Cdn Army, March 1945,
Aopx 9, "Highlight of Ops™
to 0307304, p. 2, “Intro~
duction®)

67. By the morning of:3 Mar, the situation north of the
railroad began to show signs of loosening. 43 (W,) Div on
the left made steady gains throughout the day and by mid-
night 3/4 Mar 214 Bde had reached the ocutskirts of
lfarienbaum by way of Kehrum and had shortly afterwards
pushed elements into Vynen (0945). (¥.D., G.3., H.q.

2 Cdn Corps, March 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log, 4 liar 45,
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. Serials 6, 15, 20). In the area of the Hochwald Gap,
4 Cdn Armd Bde, under severe pressure since .the pnrevious
night; handed over to 5 Cdn Inf Bde, "and retired to
concentrate between Udem and the  south-western tip of the
forest. Here at 1500 hours, Maj-Cen C. Vokes issued
fresh orders. 4 Cdn Armd Bde with under command Alq R.
would reorzanize into two battle grouns ahd be ready to
move south of the railway as from 0600 hours 4 Var. A
10 Cdn Inf Bde battle group, consisting of Linc & Welld R.
with 28 Cdn Armd Regt, would precede 4 Cdn ‘Armd Bde in
the same direction at 0200 hours. (AEF 45/4 Cdn Armd
Div/C/F, Docket II: Special Repnort 2€C/l, G.S. account

| of Oreration "BLOCKBUSTER', 16 Mar 45)

68. As soon as 5 Cdn Inf Bde had relieved Alg R. in the
Gap, 6 Cdn Inf Bde resumed its advance to the north-east.
Camerons of C. quickly seized the south-eastern fringe of
the woods to allow 3, Sask R., to pass through, and although
movement was difficult and cdonfined in the forest, S. Sask
R. reached its objectives by 1200 hours. Two hours later
Fus M.R. followed up and cleared the eastern part of the
forest as far north as Point 136 (0542). The brigade now
firmed up for the night and patrolled north and east to
contact any remaining opposition. (¥.Ds., H.Q. f Cdn Inf
Bde, S. Sask R,, Camerons of C,, and Fus M.R., 3 Mar 45).
In the nothern half of the Hochwald 4 Cdn Inf Bde made good
progress. By nightfall all three regiments were firm and
in complete control of the north-western ssction with Essex
Scot R. north of Schmachdarm, R.F.L.I. opposite
Neuchbaureshof and Olbershof (0344) and 2. Regt C. wsll
forward to the north-east with roving natrols in the vicinity

of Godenhof (0445) and Horte Veen (0545). (W.Ds., HeQ.
4 Cdn Inf Bde, R, Regt C., R.H.L.I. and Zssex Scot R.,

3 Mar 45)

69. The day's efforts by 3 Cdn Inf Div south of the

railway met with only limited success. 8 Cdn Inf Bde at
first lisht returned to its task of clearing the sastern
nortion of the Balbergerwald, using the north to south

ryde through the forest as a start line, After a strongly
contested fight through the woods N. Shore R, was by
evening on its objectives, having' cantured Pauhof (0539)

and Rosenthalshof (0638). Q.0.R. of C. was not so
fortunate; its tanks could not move through the mined areas
and werc forced to support the infantry from statiocnary
positions, a hard problem among the many trees. Conrused
fighting devcloped and darkness found them pinned down,
still at the start line, resisting a series of fierce
counter-attacks and under very heavy fire. (W.Ds., 2.0.R.
of C., and N. Shore R,, 3 Mar 45; AEF 45/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/G,
Docket II, Memos 6, 7 and 8, Accounts of Overation
"BLOCKBUSTER" by 0.Cs, 2.0.R. of C., N. Shore R, and R, de
Chaud, 3 Mar 45¥. The remaining unit of 8 Cdn Inf Rde,

R, de Chaud, working between the area of the maln attack
and the railroad, mopped up the few cnemy who held out in
the open ground cast of the Tuschen Weld,

70. Moanwhile, both 7 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, though
comparativcely inactive operationally, were rcgrouping.
Regina Rif of 7 Cdn Inf Bde had already shifted to the
western frings of the Balbergerwald where it came under
command 8 Cdn Inf Bde. (W.D., Regina Rif, 3 Mar 45).

7 Cdn Reccc Zegt relieved 1 C., Scot R. in the arca of
Schrzibarshof T0237}. (v.D., B.0., 7 Cén Inf Bde, and

units, 3 Var 45). On th: asvening of '3 Mar the three batta-
licns of 9 Cdn Inf Bde, fresh fron their lenethy
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cencentration at Udem, marched intc the Balbergerwald, .
filling in the open spaces between the bogged 8 cdn Inf

Bde attack and the Regina Rif., (7.D., H.2. 9 Cdn Inf Bde,

3 Mar 45). In contrast to the difficulties being

encountered by 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Divs, on the narrow front

south of the Balbergerwald, 11 Brit Armd Div was almost
continually out of contact with the enemy, and now that

the dsfénsive belt south-west and west of the forest was

clear the general advance changed its tune to one of

extensive patrolling (zgprus Pursuant, page 85).

T The general situation across 30 Corps' front had
developed aecording to thé promises shown earlier in the
day. Rapid advances were carried out all along the scctor
and by the morning of 4 Mar 52 (L.) Div had elements of one
Commando brigade in Well, while tc the ceast 155 and 156 (L.)
Bdes were in complete control of ths road from Wemb (9133)
to Klein Kevelasr (9330). TFurther castwards, 53 (W.) Div
was fast anproaching Geldern from the north-west. 158 Bde
was within two miles of the town with 71 and 160 Bdes firm
along thec axis back to “evelasr and Weeze. 3 Brit Div

had already launched 185 Bde against Kanellcn whilec 9 and

8 Bdes remaincd concentrated in the arcas of “innckandonk
and I'egrvenheim resmectively. The new advance by  2ds Armd
Div vas also. under way, though this operation was hsld up
temvecrarily -by bad road ccnditions along the Goch - W33ze
higshway ('7.D., 3.3. Ops, E.n. Tirst Cdn Army, 1Tarch 1945:
Appx 12, 4 Nar 45, “Fizhlizhts of Ops™ 'up to 040730 hours,
and Ibid, ®olio 55, Ons Summary 022400 - 032400 hours 30 Brit

T2, Trom the south the tempo of the Amorican advance
towards First Cancdian Army mountcd steadily. ZIX Corps
clearcd Ncuss and cleimed yet another portion of the west
bank of the Rhine ncar Dussceldorf. AIII Corps, though still
fighting in Krefeld, passod somc of 'its armour to the north
to reach NMoers and carturc Fompon, and ZVI Corps, which was
in the vrocess of attacking Geldern and Scvelen, drove on to
within thrce milss of Rheinberg. “7ith all this Allicd
pressurc it was confidontly cxnectced that the znecmy's linc
wculd not hold much longor. His. »radicamcnt was dofincd by
Canadian Intclligeoncee as follows:

The mest significant -dcvolopment on 6ur front has

becen the ficndish cfficizncy of the »nrcparations

to withdraw in Wccze E 9337 and the country to the
« 7Z8T of it. It. is cvidont that the cnomy delibecrately
provarcd for his dceparturc and has crcatcd an arca
which dgclayocd us today and oromises to bs a menace

for some timc to coma...

His peosition secms clear cnough. Hc must pull out
but has apparcntly approeiatcd that his-greatcest
assct is thc stauneh- front. hs has prescnted to our
attompts to brcak through the HOCHWALD. On this he
can »ivot back to thc WESEL bridgchoad and from it
ho can start his withdrawal.

The specd of his dcerarturc will be dotermincd by

the Amcricans' success in overrunning his rcar arcas.
On prescnt form, he must pull out on this-basis at
ONCO.qs

As his lincs contract, and thc Am:irican advancos
continue, the ‘only @m3in reutc out which is left is

throuzh 15 .55,
-3 - o a -3
({7irst Can 2rymd Int
Juamery 70 216, 3 .ar 45)
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FINAL CL:ETIN” OF THE YOODED AREAS, 4 MAR

73, The proposed course of the battle was clsarly
outlined in -First Canadian Army's intenticns for 4 Mar,

11 Brit Armd Div was to be pravared to advance after

first 11gnt cn the axis Udem - -Sonsbeck - Bonninghardt.
Three tasks were -assignzd to 3 Cdn Inf Div. .' 8 Cdn Inf
Bde would first complots the clearing of Balberezér 7ood,
whoreupon 9 Bde would vass on to ctnture the Hammerbruch
feature ncorth-cast of Sonsbeck, Once thesa two tasks were
finished 3 Cdn Inf Div would open tha route. secuth throush
Sonsbeck and finally rscrganize tc¢ facc north-cast towards
Birten and Xanten, 4 Cdn Armd Div would be rcady to advanece
on orders from the 2 Cdn Corns Commznder on the axis

I
Labbock - Veen, passing thrcugh 3 Div. The clzarcnce of
the Hochwald wculd be left to 2 Cdn Inf-Div, which would
then regroup to advznee z2long the railway from Udem to
‘onten. 43 (7.) Inf Div would c~rt1mu, its attack on
Zznten thro u?h .ubrum. Af the same time o8 Gencral Crarar

issued these instructions, General :'rr\cvb ordered 52 (L.)
Inf Div to concentrate as soon as "'alback (9622) was reached,
5% ('¥.) Inf Div to cavnturc Issum and 3 Brit Inf I"iv to ¢lea

Kapellen, Gds Armd Div was to pass through Xapcllen :nd
press on te seize its objective abeut Boaninz shardt (7. .,

T

G.S. Ops, H.0, First Cdn Army, March 1945: -“ox 12, 4 Mar.45,
S 24 hll?hts of Ops™ up to 040730, and 7.D,, G.S. Ons 2 32

2'Cdn Corps, V“rch 1945: "Appx 5, folio 4, “nt nt1bns 2 Cdn
Corps, 4 ap 45%)

14, Throughout 4 Mar, while the Cenazdian formations
ccmplsted the clearing of the wooded areas, 43 (W.) Diw

mzds good progress. By nightfall 214 Bde was in touch with
2 Cdn Inf Div, having clecared the woepd cast of Xeshrum and
progsed on towards Wickermanshof (0943) and Wardt. (7.D.,
G.3. Ons, H,N, 2 Cdn Corps, 4 Mar 45: Serial 15). 2 Cdn
Inf Div's attacks in the Torest between the two railway
tracks leading to Xanten 21so mat with congiderable success.
The northern part was comnletaly cleared by 4 Cdn Inf Bde
during the morning and petrols were sent to ths south-east

tc ‘contcet 6 Bde whe were advancing ravidly up the right
side of the “orest (V.Ds., H.7%. 4 eng 6 Cdn Inf Bdes,

4 Mar 45)., Apparently ths enemy had withdrawn; Camerons

of C,, cttacking eastWiards across the front held by Fus M.R.,

nst 1ittle oOpposition, snd in the late aftcrnoon established

contaet with R. Regt C, and R.H.L.I. (Ibid). In evidcnce
of the intensity of thc vpast battle thé eneny's dead znd
abandonzd cquinment lay everywhere [Ibld) The northeramost
sector was now taken ovar by 8 Cdn Recce Regt ond R. Regt C.,
who maintained contact with 43 Div on the 16ft flank (7.D.,
H:Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 Mar 45). In the meantime, ¢s 5 Bde was
ut of teuch with the cnzsmy, Brigadier lMegill shifted his
reserve battalions southwzard in recdiness feor a new push,

Calg Fizhrs moved down from the .,5+ edze of the Hochweld
to cccupy the woods astride ths ilway, bringing hc Rhine

closer by some 2000 yards. EiqCv this objective was zained
without Pl”ftl“g, at 2130 q;urs Calg Highrs “”bssbd on,
for the plan now was tc push I, de Med past them at 0330 hours

S
tc occupy the high zrcund in the region of Birken Xampshof
(0841), (¥.D., H.f, 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 Var wﬁ)

15+ Meanwhile, in the 3 Cdn Inf Div ssctor, 8 Cdn Inf Bde
had finally accomrplished its task-of cloaring the Balbsrzerwald.
(7.D.,"0.0.R. of C., 4 Mar' 45). . From the Sastern frinsc a
reeonneissance groun of 4 Cdn Armd Div ccnsisting of. troons

of A, & S.H. of C, and 29 Cdn Armd Rzcee Ragt struck out to
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advance south and canture Labbeck (0639). (W.D., H.Q. .
10 Cdn Inf Bde, 4 !ar 45). The attack by 9 Cdn Inf Bde
on the Hammerbruch - spur went in at 1900 h,urs (*7eD.;
' G.S. Ops, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, March 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log,
4 Mar 45, Serial 46). S.D. & G. Highrs passed through

J.C.? Jf C, and advanced against heavy opposition, but

by 2300 iours had completed the first phase. Bcth H.L.I.

of C.-and Nth N.S. Highrs now moved up to carry on the
assault. .(Ibid, 5 Mar 45, Serial 17). 4 Cdn Armd Div
had little Eare in the day's events. The operaticn against
Labbeck and conseguent exnlecitation towards Hancshof met
only slight opposition, and the armoured cars of 18 Cdn

Armd C. Regt were nrdered by ﬂag-ﬂen Vokes tc see what lay

to the scuth-east. (i7.D., H.7. 4 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Mar 45)

THE ENEMY'S LINE IS SHORTENED

Though the narrow freont held by 11 Armd Div brought
local change, the news from the 30 Corrs sector showed
Gefinite promise of success,. The frcnt between VI U.3.
orps and 52 (L.) Div and 53 (9%,) Div was fast being closed out,
or by the mcrning of 5 Mar, 1 Cdc Bde had made contact with
he Americans in 'albeck (9623) and the Lowlanders, free of

commitment, had begun tc concentrate scuth and west cf
Goldern. 53 (7,) Div, havine cleared Geldern with 35 U.S.
;nf Div, turned n-rth-east, lcaving 158 Bds in the town, and
moved along the axis of Geldern - Issum - Alpoa with the
American foress cn its right. ' Issum was taken without
trouble, but »rogress from here on was slowed by cratering
The advance against Yapellen by 3 Brit Inf Div was also
sucecsssful. 185 Bde was firm on the objective by 1200 hours,
and the divisicnal reconnaissance unit probed south of the
town to contact Gds Armd Div whe, in their turn, had seized
Hamb but were held up to the n»rth by bad roads and Jc4ttﬁrud
oppositich. (¥.D., G.S. Ops, H.N. 2 Cdn Corns, March 1945:
Appx 3, Ops Log, 4 lar 45, Serial 51 and 5 Mar 45, Sgriel 12)
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1. The brundary b*tﬂcun Ninth U.S5. Army and Pirst
Canzdian Army from Gelde to Issum wes virtudlly sclid as

a result of the varicus qut:cts established by XVI U.S. Corps
and 53 J.) Div, The avalanche of American armour and

manpower surged rclentlessly on, and by tthe morning of Mer
the left bank of the Rhine from north-west of Dusseldorf to
opposite Trdxbla was repcrted clear by XIX Corps. XIII Ccrps
had also battered its way to the river north of Fomberg, but
AVI Corps, meeting strcng resistance, were not able to move
beyond Camp on the road to Rheinberg. (%.D., G.S. Ops, E.2.
First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 16, Folioc 55, Ops Summary 2598
21 Army Gp, Ninth U.S. Army, 5 Mar 45). Tho ferocity of the
opposition both here¢ and abcut Xanten was obvious prcof of
the cnemy's dctermination to hold the Wesecl bridgehecad (First
Cdn Army Int Summary No. 247, 4 Mar 45).

78. Amid all this good news from the American front,
marked imnrovements occurred in the grcas of 30 Brit and

2 Cdn Corps during 5 Var, The pressure was kzpt -up fully

gll along the front. Ths 9 Cdn Inf Bde assaulted cbjee-
tives in the arca cf the small wocds north-cast of Scnsbeck
and the wooded hills south of the Scnsbeck - Xanten road

(AZ® 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/D, Docket II: Cperation “BLOCKBUSTER",
Spccial Report No. 2, paras 11 - 14), In the Balbsrgerwald

7 Cdn Inf Bde waited in concentration, for Zegina Rif had

bsen dctailed the job of canturing Sonsbeck as soon as. 9. Cdn
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.Inf Bde succeeded in its latest effort. The -success by

4% Div in the far north reduced 2 Cdn Inf Div's onportunities
on this day and as a result 4 Cdn Inf Bde remained in the
ncrthern nart of the Hochwald tc refit and rest. Advanced
elements of 5 Cdn Inf Bde met heavy fire in the rezion of
Birkenhampshof and could make pno definite gains. (“4.D
F.2. 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Mar 45). Between the railway and

the forest, 6 Cdn Inf Bde rut a new nlan intp operaticn.

S. Sask R. advanced eastwards towards Roschhof (0942)

where they formed a strong vnosition 1000 yavds north cf

R, de Mais, From here infantry and reconnaissance vatrols
went to contact the enemy south towards Zanten and north

to meet 214 Bde of 43 Diy who had reached the line of
Wickermanshof (0943) and ‘Yardt. (W.Ds., E.N. 6 Cdn Inf-Bde,
5 Mar 45, W.D, G.,8. Ops, H.2. 2 Cdn Corns, ITarch 1945:
Avpx 3, Ons Log, 5 lar 45 Serials %4, 35, 48, 52 55, .and

6 'ar 45, Serial 2)

79. Maj-Gen C. Vokes' division, at present concentrated
east of Udem, eagerly awaited its chance to move into the
battle. The A. & 3.H. of C. battle group, now operating
azeinst stiffened opvositicn in the area south of Faneshof,
renorted & good deal of enemy armour, some of which was
doubtlessly being forced into this secter by 3 Cdn Inf Div's
drive south of Balbergerwald. (W.D., ¢.S., H.A. Cén Armd
Div, 5 Mar 45; and W.D., E.Q. 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Kar 45).

The major part of 11 Armd Div was alsc concentrated, though
forward elements of 159 Bde Gp edced ahead :raéually to
conform with the pressure being exerted by 3 Cdn Inf Div, and
encountered oppositicn near the crossroads west of :onsoicv

(7.D., G.3. Ops, H.0, 2 Cdn.Corps, March 1945: A»px 3,
Ops Log, 5 Mar 45, Serial 40). The entirs effort of
30 Corps had now changed direction. On the far western

flank 52 (L.) Div rested and 1 Cdo Bde reverted to command

of Second Army. Along the parallel flank of XVI U.S. Corps,

53 (W,) Inf Div passed 158 Bde through 71 Bde at Issum

in a thrust towards Alpon. Directly tco the north Gdéds Armd

Div attacked north-east from Hamb, to capture Metxetath,

where some hundred of the enemy surrendsrad, while 185 Bde

of 3 Div prepared to clcar the wecded area or 7inkelscher Busch.
The advance continued with unceasing pressure ageainst varying
opposition all across the front. (AZF 45/21 Army Gp/C/F,

Docket III: Operation “VERITABLE', page 40, naras 125 - 128)

80, During the hours of darkness, 7 Cdn Inf Bde attacked
Scnsbeck and entered the town against m;derate ra2gistance. (7.D.,
G.S. Ops; H.Q., 2 Cdn Corps, March 1945: Appx 3, Ops Log,

6 Mar 45, Serials 11, 14, 16, 17). By 0800 hours 6 Mar the
2 Cdn Corps lins provided a satisfying picture. In the far
ncrth from “ardt tc Wickermanshof 214 Bde of 43 Div togsther
with 43 Rscce Regt were persisting in an all-out effort tc
reach Ahnten. Slightly to the south, the lins ran past
Roschhof (0942) and Schlaymann (0842), to the larze wood
astride the railway north-sast of Labbeck. This wood

was occupied by Calg Highrs. South of this point, around
the community of Labbeck 10 Cdn Inf Bde and armoursd cars

of 18 Cdn Armd C, Regt wers still attemnting to thrust past
Haneshof (0659) across the froant held by N, Shore R. of

8 Cdn Inf Bde. The line ccntinued south-across the
Hamnerbruch feature, which 9 Cdn Inf Bde was gradually
clsaring, to form a salient extending as far as the main
Xenten - Sonsbeck road from Furth (0828) to the weed north

of Xirvitt (0736). TFurther along-Sonsbeck had fallen to

7 Cdn Inf Bde during the night.and wes,now in the hands cf
R32zina Rif R., who were patrolling south to s3tablish contact
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with 3 Brit Div. (7.D., 2.S. Ops, H.2. 2 Cdn Corps, March 1945:
Appx 3, Ops Log, 6 Yar 45, Serimls 2 - T; "I.D. C.S., H.GQ.

4 Cdn Armd Div, Mareh 1945: Appx 56, Ops Log, 6 Mar ”5,

Serial 4). 4 Cdn Armd Div had also gone over to the offensive.

Three battle groups of 10 Cdn Inf Bde supported by 28 Cdn Armd

Regt were advancing south towards Veen (4 Cdn Armd Div Ops

Log, 6 Yar 45, Serials 18, 21). . 4 Cdn Armd Bde remained in
the vicinity of Udemerbruch, vrepared to join the battle as
soon as the opportunity offered itself. (¥.D., H.2. 4 Cdn

Armé Bde, 6 Mar 45)

81, 11 Armd Div still held its.ground west of Sonsbeck,
but patrolled to keep touch with 3 Cdn Inf Div on its left,
and into the so far unclaimed area south of the town
towards which 3 Brit Div was advancing, clearing the
Winkelscher Busch en route. The rest of 30 Corpns was
moving steadily forward. Eastwards of Hamb 5ds Armd Div
pressed on in the direction of Bonninghardt, while along
the southern flank 53 (%7,) Div was working its way along
the main road to Alvon with 160 Bde in the lead (V.D.,

G.S. Ops, M.?. First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 22,

Ops Log, 6 Yar 45, Serials 9 and 17). The American Ninth
Army's push to the north-east, which had already taken in
most of the Rhine's left bank from Dusseldorf to Hombergz,
continued with heavy fighting by XVI Corns in Rheinberg
(Ibid, Appx 22, Ovs Log “Copy", 6 Mar 45, Serial 1).

82. In spite of the determined resistance, the infantry
steadily slogged its way forward. On the left, as 43 (“.%
Div felt its way towards Luttingen.(1142) and Xanten from

the north, 2 Cdn Inf Div sent & Cdn Inf Bde forward with the
north-western outskirts of Tanten as tle objective, (J.D.,
3.3. Ops, H.2. 2 Cdn Corps, March 1945 -opx %3, Cns log,

6 Mar 45, Serials .28, 24, 26). Camevons of C., however,

met extremely heavy O“*OSlthn una were forced temporarily to
withdraw. The Commander of 2 Cdn Corps now decided to
assault Tanten with 43 (¥W.,) Div and 4 and 5 Cdn Inf Bdes.

6 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to form a firm base as vart of

this plan and to carry out a relief of 5 Bde, which had not
moved from its positions astride and north of the railway.
Apart from the cavture of the town by 4 Béde and the plan

to seize the high ground between Zanten and the Rhine with

5 Bde assisted by 43 ("7.) Div on the left, an alternate

plan called for intensive patrolling forward to determine
whether the enemy was pulling back. If this were found to
be the case, one battalion of 4 or 5 Bde would be passed
through - with+-all sneed to occupy the vacated.position. (W.D.,
H.”. 5 Cdn Inf Bde,. 6 Mar 45; and W.D., ¥.2. 6 Cdn Inf Bde,
Karch 1945: Ops Log, Appx "B',"Notes of Comds Conferance’,

6 Mar 45). R.E.T..I. and Zssex Scot were picked by Brigadier
Cabeldu for the assault on the town proper, after which

R. Regt-C. would »nass through (¥W.D., H.C. and units, 4 Cdn Inf
Bde, 6 Mar 45).

‘83, - At the same time, south of the railway both 4 Cdn
Armd and 3 Cdn Inf Divs were engaged in bitter fishting,

One small battle groun of 10 Cdn Inf Bde after a hard time
2ot vast the village of Haneshof (0638) and reachsd
Beckmanshof (0738). Of two other larger 2roups driving
south to cut the Sonsbeck - Veen road, the first, following
the main road found its route blocked by c*ttevs.. These
stornzd the armour, but the infantry went forward on foot
seexing contact. The last group, swinging south »nast the
eastern outskirts of Sonsbeck, turned to thrust eastwards
but it too found its line of advance blocked at many points.
By nightfall, although they reached the village of Veen,

thie troops came under such heavy Tire that Brigadier J.C.
Jefferson decided to »lan a svecial attack for the following
morning with A. & S.H. of C. going in alongz the main road,
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Armd Div, The division was no dered to e o
command ¥irst Canadian Army and to move back out of the
battle (Ibid, -Appx 5, Folio 6, “Intention 2 Sdn Cocrps”,
7 Yar 45). In the same order Lt-Cen Simocnds instructed
4 Cdn Armd Div to continus the advance through Veen on
Menzelen (1636). 3 Cdn Inf Div was to probe towards
{anten Torest; 2 Cdn and 43 {'/.) Divs were tc contain
fanten until ths assault »roper beszan (Ibid).
85. he advance to the east by 30 Corps on 6 Mar had
also orogressed favourably. 3 Brit Div comrleted the
clearing of Winkelscher Busch without trouble, and on
6 Yar resumed their advaﬂcc to fh' north-east (*.D., G.S.
Ons, H.2. 2 Cdn Corns, kKarch 19 Apvpx 3, Ors Log,
6 lar 45, Serial 46). The drivs bv Gds Armd Div on
Bonninghardt was entirely “unc;saful, end the. town was cap-
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Serial 9%), but these e > f inemy
sgrved no »urncse and i \broken,

At 2145 hcurs that san Sa L)
Div would rejnin the
after its gzllant wor goneen
trate and rest near G I
G.S: 0ps, H.0. 2 Can ;
7 ¥ar 45, Sorisl 1)
86, On the Ninth Army froent, ranid
forecing the enemy back towards Tescel &
bridaehead. “VI Corvs cleared Rheind ticn
with 53 (Y7.) Div was now facing the r Don
to Bheinberg and jﬁtrwllin: strongly 1830).,
+AIITI Corps clﬂa*:c nd the -area lie
river. hile geainst "III ely
crumbling, ths ;u;my r,_uaed to give berg
"111¢ntuu. (7.D., G.S. Ovs, H.’. “irgt Cdn Arny,
h 1945: Appx 22, Fclio 40, Sitrsn 070F00A, Ninth U.S,

Felio 51, Ops Summary dated

I“ar 071305)




..'

87. The change on the front that-day: (6 Mar) had ccnsisted
chiefly 'in a shifting of our frent line to the eastern edge

of the Bonninghardt "cods. Scnsbeck and the village of
Bcnnin;Lqrut were found clear end it was' nresumed that Veen
would bably also be free of enemy when it was eantered.
The cn;”"s reaction had teen in the form of a well-organized
demolition and nmining vlan and coordinated defensive artillery
fire. His withdrawa as continuing skilfully and without
heavy exvenss to hims That Xanten was essential to
him was nlain for he counter-attacked to held it.
had been no major alt ticn 312 the treozsps he used exe

that Para Lehr Regt cw cenfirmed to be in the are
Veen in 8 Para Div's tor. The ensmy's actions had
his intention to witl w whan pressed but to stand hi

if permitted. He s |.t0 have withdrawm nc ma jor
for: nd to he S xisting foreces,
Ma t v were cconstantly
bein d west of the
Rhin 3 nt nswspapsr
pro he Rhine and the Ruhr
e ear therefore

¢ crossed befor: 1 '

-
his western shi
decisive advantage ¢

wld deal him (Firs

para 6),

88. During the entirs first weck of ¥arch the weather had
been a serious onpo he Allies. As a result, the zir
ases oI opera ations by First
g : Though medivm wnd hesavy bombers
lar, close supvort had been of
cgligible guantity. The Wesal bridges received two high
nr1wv1ty attacks on 5 Mar when 41 airecraft of 2 Gn . A.F.
drosped 164 thousand-pound bombs on the targ of the railway
bridge whilst anothsr formation of 48 aircraft unlcadsd 183
bombs aimed at the road bridge. A8 both attecls were
unsuccessful, 39 llosguitoes of R.A.F. Bowber Command drooped
41 tons of H.Z, on troop conccntretions tne following day.
This. was followed on the evening cf 6 Yar and wmorning of
7 Yar by 82 heaviss who attacked ths bridme azain with 463
tecns of H.E. Direct suppcrt of the zround overaticns was
sxtremely restricted. (AZF 45/21 Army Gp/C/F, Dockst III,
Operation "VERITABLZI®, paras 136 - 13

sunport during the v
Canadian Army had been
had been up on 5 and
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89. The next twelva hours, cn 7 Nar, orovided little of
interest. Lt-Cen Horrecks, G.0.C. 30 Corpvs, ordsred 53 Div
to hold its ground, keep elose contact with U.S, 35 Div of
ZVI U.S, Corps and to withdraw to Cory»s reserve on relief

by 52 (L,) Div. Gds Armd Div snd 2 Brit Inf Div were &lso
instructed to maintein th nressnt peositions, pending the
take=over on the right 71 v 52 (L,) Div, The situation
was generally guist, but in renly to an urgent request by
Lt-Gen Simonds that oressurs be kept ur, B.G.3. 30 Cormps
stated that 52 (L.) Div would attack astride the “sszl road
as soon as possible. (AEF 45/30 Rrit Corps/C/I, Docket ITIRB:
Foli 39 and 40, Méssagzes 0622154 and 0800152, March 1945).
In the vicinity of Veen, the 10 Cdn Inf Bde attack during the
early. hcurs of 7 Mar had nrovsd unsuccessful, fhe leading
treeps got to within 500 vards of #tl villase but were
driven back by a hail cf fire. Itiwas €acided to launet

a two battalion attack later irn ths day. (A

Div/C/F, Docket II: .@.8:. Account of Onaratic

;J521al Report No. 26C/1: & short Hiscory .of

and 7.,D,, .S Ops,-H.%; 2 Cdn Corvs, March 1 : Di

Ops lLog, 7 Mar 45, Serisl 32). Cdn Inf Div ssctor
natrols vere th nly activity north and slcng
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@ railroed, Cdn Inf Div was busy regrouping for its
ageeult on Xanten. (#.D., H.9. 5 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes, Fus
1 . de Mais, R.H.C., 7 Mar 4

L.F., R | 5). On the far lef
43 (W,) Div prcbed forward and waited for the order that
would start them towards Xanten from the north.

TEE ATTACKS ON VEEN AND XANTEN

90. The plan against Xanten cz2llad for attacks by 4 and
5 Cdn Inf Bdes and 129 Bde of 43 (W.) Div. 4 Cdn Inf Bde
was to move through 6 Cdn Inf Bde and capture the western
side of the town, 129 Bde was to advance south through
Nieder (1041) and Luttingen to seize the area of Beck (1240)
and 'the town proper. Oncz this had been accomrlished 5 Cdn
Inf Bde wculd pass'on to secure the high grcocund beyond as
far as Birten. Exploitation would then be carried out
south and cast of the band in the Alter Rhein. (AET 45/

5 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Do : Account of Op 'BLOCKBUSTER®

by Brigadier ¥.J. Megill, Appx w_ 24 Mar 45). The 'attack
was tc be supported nts cf 27 Cdn Armd Regt who

were now concentrated in rear of 6 Cdn Inf Bde. (”.E., H.G%
2 Cdn Armd Bde, March 1915: .ppx 1, Sitrep for psricd up

to 0716%0A, dated 0810304 Mar 45). 10 Cdn Armd Regt still
rem:ined south of Calcor in resarva, while 6 Cdn Armd Regt
kept their positicns at the south-sastern end of Balberzerwald,
in support of 3 Cdn Inf Div, . (Ibid)

91, While 2 Cdn-Inf Div made final prevmarations for
its attack on Yanten, 3 Cdn Inf Div's positions 4t4vud
unchanged. To the south, however, thu1rnnns of 4 Cdn Lrmd
Div resumed their attack on Veen. The A, & S.E. of C.
attack having been broken up, Linc & Welld R, and Alg R.
who reverted to command 10 Cdn Inf Bde that morning, wen’t
forward susported by 28 Cdn Armd Regt. at 1600 hours. - The
infcntry move began under a heavy smoke screen whils the
artillery blasted the objective with high exnlosives, The
attack was developad in three thrusts: from the left through
Olndhn hof (1036); from thz south-west along the axis of
Bocmenhef (0934) - Hecltershof (1036) - Veen; and in an
outflanking movement to ths right tc cut off Veen ?rwm the
south-east, (W.D., H.0, 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Mar 453 7.Ds,,
Linc & Welld R., Alq R., 28 Cdn Armd Regt, 7 Mar 45). The
twe frontal attacks made little prcgress against the
murderous small arms fire and continuous shelling and
mrrt:rinz. But the rlTﬁ hook had better luck; oppositicn
was light end priscners numerous 8o that by midnight this
fcrc, had consolidated the crossrozds at Dornemannshof (1235)

some 1300 yards south-sast of the villnge. (WD, Hos

10 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Mar 45). During the darkness the enemy's
reaction regched a psak of ferocity and thu advance slowed
lown ageinst the increased resistance. (W.D., G.S. Ops,
H.0, 2 Cdn Corps, Merch 1945: Apprx 3, Ops Leg, 8 Mar 45,
Serials 7, 10). As soon as it was lizht sncugh, each
column began to probe forward again, but the cenemy, by
skilful use of his rocksts, mortars and anti-tenk guns added >
t0 the already numerous casualtiess in tanks and »nersennel.
Turthermore, the manoeuvre of armour was most difrficult on
the sogry ground. (#.D., H.2. 10 Cdn-Inf Bde, 8 Mar 45)

Znemy resistance in the Veen area continued throughout

32, o
3 Nar. The infantry. were kept under withering fire .all day;
the armouxr, its manoeuvre restricted by soft ground =2nd mine
Fields were battered by numerous anti-taak guns. Aprroaching
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the town ' from the west and north-west Alq R. were unable to '
make progress, and the thrust from the south-east was being

held. During the day 4 Cdn Armd Bde prevared to join- the
battle. once more., In a rizght “lqnhlnn movement 22 Cdn Armd
Regt drove past. Sonsbeck to the area .of the crossroads north
of Bonninghardt and from Die Schenx (12%4) engaged the woods
south of "innenthal. (7.Dws, 22 Cdn Armd Rezt, § Mar 45).

2l Cdn Armd Regt had a similar task on the left, where the
tanks harassed the Latzen Busch north-iwest of Veen, (W.Ds,,
G H.ﬁ. 4 Cdn Armd Div, and Units, 4 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Cdn
8 ‘ar 45). The fight for Veen continued long into

93 . In the early houre of 9 Mar a fresh plan involving

the use of both brigades of 4 Cdn Armd Div was put into effect
with the object of clearing Veen and ¥Winnenthal and of linking
up with 2 Cdn Inf Div. The latter tash was detailed to a
battle group consisting of one company Alg R. and one

squadron 22 Cdn Armd Regt. The major intention, however,

wag bto push one force of Linc & Velld 2. 1nfaatrv and 28 Cdn
Armd Regtis tanks through tc the high ground east of
Winnenthal while Lake Sup R. (Mot) and tanks of 21 Cdn Armd
Regt captured the woods south of the town. At the same time
Alg R, was to team up with one sguadron of 22 Cdn Armd Regt
and to be dirscted on to the junection point north of
‘finnenthal to meet 2 Cdn Inf Div. {“.D., G.S., H.O8 4 Can
Armd Div, 9 Mar 45). 22 Cdn ifrmd Regt would then taks over
the area allowing Lake Sup 2. (liot) £0 push on to the next
objective, the town of “innenthal itself (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn
Armd Bde, 9 Mar 45).

94, The new nlan 20t quickly uf {rr way . The infantry of

10 Cdn-Iaf Rde sunnorted by flame-throwers mads geood progress

szainst the heavily defended »ositicas in Veen, and by 1130 hours

were well into the town, Lake Sun R. (Mot) were relicved

on their first objectives and n»rocesded to assault Winnenthal.

Stiff ouvosition was met, the cnemy holding tenaciocusly tO

every building, but flaM*—tth”’“S aradually turned the tide

andl as darkness dzsccnded upon the battle area, Jinnenthal

was clear with the exccption of the monastery on the east side

© the town, Hers, according to a prisonsr, were 250 fanatical
paratroovers, well-armed with automatic wsapons, who intended

;0 hold out to the last men. (W.D., G.S.:, H). 4 Cdn Armd

Div, ‘9 Mar 45). “while Lake Sup R. (Not) econtinucd' to sxerd
iuSSUfu abulﬂSE the remaining resistance in Yinnsnthal,

Line & Welld R..reached the high ground west of the town,
masting considerablc oppositica. However, Voen was .now

lSOluLud and written off operationally. (Ibid: and W.Ds.,

E.Q. 4 Cdn Armnd Bde, 10 Cdn Inf Bde, 9 Mar 45

@)

crhd

954 In the meantins, on 8 Var, to the south of Veen

52 (L.} Div ralicved 53(W.) Div on the anpreoaches to Alpon,
with crdcrs to attack the town as.socon as nossible. Gds
Armd Div with 8 Brit Inf Bdc under command, made only small
advancce, while 3 Brit Div rcmained static 'in the arce of
‘Tinkelscher Buseh.: (7.D., G.S. Ops, H.,0, Tirst Cdn Army,
VMarch 1945: Appx 27, Sitrep up to 080900, Folio 29). On
the far right of the battle ground, ths troops of XVI'U,S.
Corps worc . still hemmering at Ossenberg and the line of
Millingsn - Huck, whorc the enemy was putting up a tremcndous
cffort to stuu the sdvancs. (Ibid). The highlight of the
day, howovor, camc from the First U.3. Army sector, where

9 U.S., Arﬂd Div announced that thev had capbured a reilway bridge

15405 over tha Rhine at “omagen in the vieinity 'of
Darnay (#6520),  This vital ommortunity was ouickly ussd

)
.__l |J'
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to advantage, and by the morning of 8 Mar one motor battalion
and several tanks were across the river fighting, bittcrlyr

to maintain the new bridgehead. (Ibid). The importance of
this event is well defined@ by First Canadian Army Intelli-
gence in its daily summary: :

The capture of a bridgehead complete Nith bridge
over the RHINE is a measure of the enemy! comnlbte
disorganization from COLOGNE SOUTH to the ?017 :
His cne overriding,aim-in the WEST must be to
prevent us from gaining a foothold over the only

. effective barrier to our advance.

(First Cdn Army Int Summary
No. 250, 7 Mar 45)

96. Regarding the enemy's intention the report continued:

The two features of the enemy's bridgehecad are the
tenacity with which it is being held and the lack of
fuss in its evacuation,..

A PV from 16 Para Reziment's HY captursd 5 March 45
Spoke of a GOC's order "who crosses the RHINE gets
shot,* It is quitec evident that the enemy has a
plan and a vsry good onc for his withdrawal, but
whether it is on a '‘time or "ground’ basis is a
diffsrent matter,..

Undoubtedly in our sasctor a largc amount of cquip-

ment and rcar arza troops hav: cressed the REINE,
The method has becen in sharp contrast to the
confusion farthcr 30UTH. At VES5EL ther: has been

no visibls queucing at ferry sites, no daylight
crowding of the bridges, which indeed still
indicate by day that they arc damaged.. No traffic
has bescn secn cn them. Tha nrobability grows
therefore that what we scc by day at the bridges
is now tha rcsult of desizn and NOT accident,
By night the scenc changes, and traffic moves
frcely castward, by beth bridges and ferrics. 1%
has becn impossible to check this boscause weathor
and smokc scrzens have prevented night observaticn
photography.

(Ivid)

97. 8 Mar was a day of momentous cvent all across the
frent. At 0540 hours, whilc troops of 4 Cdn Armd Div were
still attecmpting to take the villagz of Veen, both 2 Cdn Inf
Div, supported by 27 Cdn Armd Regt, and 43 (W.) Div went
orward to the attack on Xanten. (¥.D., G.S. Ops, H,Q.
2 Cdn Corps, March 1945: _Appx 3, Ops Log, 8 Mar 45, Serials
1, k2%, 4 Cdn Inf Bde brokc out of the S. Sask R, positirns
to lcad the way with the left Essex Scot, on the right
R,H.L.I, Simultancously 129 Bde of 43 (".) Div launched
its two forward battalions along the Marienbaum - Xantoen
road. By 0700 hours Esscx Scot rcported that part cof the
cbjective in the widc fork of the two main roads leading
into the town from thc north-west and scuth-west, as takon,
but R.H,L.I., hcld up by large roasd craters, worée under
heavy firc. (W.D., H.Q. 4 Cdn TInf Bdc, 8 Mar 45). By
midday Esscx Scot, &351st :d by crocodiles, announecd that
the objective was becing consoclidated. Since the progress
of R.F,L.I. was still held up, R. Re2zgt C. was launchsd into
the battlc in ths hons that their attack mizht relicve
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pressure on the right, (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
Mareh 1945: Appx 3, 8 Mar 45, Serials 21 - 25). The

battle continued ,against fierce resistance all afternocn

as R. Regt C., aided by Wasp flame-throwers, pressed ou,

and troops of 129 Bde fought their way into the built-up
section of the town. At 1815 Hours Brigadier Cabeldu
decided that either R H.L.I. must be reinfcrced or that

the attack by 5 Gdn Inf Bde must go in to ease the pressure.
As darkness descended, Fus M.R. came up on the right to
relieve elements of R.H.L.I. while R. Regt C. left column
contacted 129 Bde of 43 (W.) 2iv in the tcwn. 5 Cdn Inf

Bde was preparing to pass through. (¥.Ds., H.38. 4 and 5

Can Inf Bdes, 8 Mar 45)

98. At 2245 hours 5 Cdn Inf Bde, with under command

S, Sask R., began their attack. The use of the latter unit
had been urgently requested by Brigadier W.J. Megill, D.S.0.,
who considered that in order to carry out his part of the
operation successfully, he must have troops tight against
Aanten Forest to protect his right Tlank. R."de Mais,
travelling down the main Calcar - Xanten road in kangarcos
and supported by tanks of 27 Cdn Armd Regt and flails, went
first, and, by 0030 hours 9 Mar, captured the wooded and
hilly feature just scuth of Beek (1239) ageainst light
opposition, collecting 118 vrisoners. The. R.H.C., who had
marched esastwards from Birkenkampshof (0841), passed through
to the Furstenberg feature (1239) and reported all -objectives
by 0415 hours. ~ At this point the Comd 5 Cdn Inf Bde ordered
S, Sask R. forward in its role of flank nrotection to the
area of Dasshof (1139). Once this move was comtleted,

Calg Highrs advanced to secure the south-eastern tip of the
Staats Forst Xanten cpvosite Birten. At 0930 "ours R. de
'lais passed through R.H.C. with the object of crossing the
canal south of Birten. This effort ran into considerable
trouble as the enemy put down a terrific mortar bombardment
followed by a counter-attack which was flung back with much
loss to the cgnemy in orisoncrs and killed. A flaming
assault against Birten Wood by crocediles, with the help of
tanks and the regimental Wasps of the R. de Mais, yielded
someg 200 prisoners, The units of 5 Cdn Inf Bde were now
relicvaed by 6 Bde and were directed to cross the Cenal south
of Birten and scecurce a bridgehead, all as vart of a brand new
brigade plan "to bounce? a crossine of the Rhine. (ARF 45/

5 Gdn Inf Bds/C/D, Docket I, Acccunt of Overation "BLOCKBUSTERY
by Brigadier W.J. Megill, Cemd, 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 24 Mar 45, lMemo
of Interview No, 2 CD/8)

99, This startling plan called for a dash by R
Ginderich (1738) in kangarcos; a drive, by Calg Hi.

similarly transported, to cross the Wesel brides

by R.JH.C.; and-the occurying of pontoons on the west bank of
the river by R. de liais. 4 Cdn Inf Bde were to follow up

5 Bde on the orojescted crossing. With this bold object. in
viow, units of 5 Bde returned to Xanten at anproximately
1600 hours to prepare for the attack (¥.Ds., H.Q. 4, 5 & 6
Cdn Inf Bdes,. 9 Mar 45). An extra formation was addsd to

2 Cdn Inf Div, when 7 Cdn Inf Bde came under command at

1315 hours. (w.D,, GiS., H.%, 2 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945:
Appx 1, Ops Log, 9 Mar 45, .Serial 1167). The brizade
occupiéd positions on the left of the railway line two miles
north-east of Labbeck. (Ibid, Serials 1183, 1191)

100, The past two days had seen many important.changes in
the sector occupiad by 30 Brit Corps. At 1800 hours 8 Mar
H.Q, 30 Corps -had passed to command Second British Army,
while its troops all camé under Lt-Gen Simonds! command.

52 (L,) Div, having completed the relief of 53 (W.) Div,
attacked towards Alpon with 156 (L.) Bds and cntered the
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town, subseque ntLy continuing the advance to the north-east,
\ 32 Gds Bde of Gds Armd Div swung its weight against the
triangle formed by the railways at Menzelen, while 8 Bde
of 3 Brit Div waited slisghtly behind the ﬂrmuur to pass
thryugh as soon as 156 Bde took out an enemy strong-point
at Haus Loo (1633). (¥W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Nn. First Cdn Army,
March 1945: Appx 30, 9 Mar 45, Folio 103, Highlights of

Qps up to 0907%04). On the Ninth U.S. Army front, XIX and
X111 Corps, having closed up to the west bank of the Rhine,
had nothing to report but i orps, though still involved

in stirf flnhtlnc for Csaunbel and Huck, hed captured
Millingen. {”.D., G.S. Ops, H.2. 2 Cdn Corps, March 1945:

Appx 3, Ops Log, 9 Mar 45, aerial 37). Surprisingly enough,
further to the south, the American bridgehead across the

Rhine was being securely held and up to 2200 hours 8 Mar 45 th-r

was no sign of any enemy counter-attack in this area

101, The enemy's bridgehead, battered and dented by the
advances of 2 Cdn Inf and 4 Cdn Armd Divs, shrunk further
in the face of attacks by 52 (L.) Div and 32 Gds Armd Bde
on 9 Mar, 156 (L.) Bde had cleared Alpon, and pressed on
to assault the strong-point at Haus Loo. The first attack
on this fort proved unsuccessful, but 155 (L.) Bde made a
second attemot which brought abuut the fall of the fort and
the adjacent wood. By 2400 hours 52 (L.) Div was well
established some 2500 yards north-east of Alvon and »atrolling
forward, 32 Gds Armd Bde, cn the left, having advanced
approximately another 1500 yards, held a section of the
«<anten - Rheinberg road from the main railway and road
junction south-myst of Menzelen south-ecastwards almnw the
highway to within 500 yards of the crossroads. . (W, G.S.
Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 34, bnllo "38,
Ovps Summary, 082400 - 092400)
1025 On the right flank, during 9 Mar, =VI U.3. Corns was
brought under the control of Tirst unqowan Army (¥.D.,
G.0.C.-in-C, ™Mprst Cdn Army, 9, 10, 11 liar 45), ‘for the
purpose of co-ordinating and accelerating the cle&rance of
the remaining enemy bridgzsheads" (Lt-Gen H.D.G. Crerar's
Dispatch, 5 Apr 45, para 46). In turn, Lt-Gen Simonds assumed
ope latlonal control of the American Corps and held a conférsnce
with Ma j-Gen Anderson, Comd ZVI U.S3. r'm*vos to co-ordinate the
final phases of the battle (%.D., %.3. Ops, H.”, 2 Cdn Corns,
I 9 Mar 45). By 0900 hours 10 Nar one task foree of 35 U.S.
Inf Div having complsted monring up in Ossenberg, Millincen
and Huck, had cartured Drupt (1?32) and was at the gatzs of
lallach, some three miles south of Budasrich. Another force
was 117rt1nr in Borth against moderate opnosition. '(W.D.,
G.2. Oﬁa, H.ﬁ. 2 Cén Corns, larch 1945: Apox 3, Ons Log,
10 ar 45, Serials 16, 27)

103, During the nicht 9/10 lar, as 2 Cdn Inf Div and
4 Cdn Armd Div continued operations against the znemy, 8 and 9
Cdn Inf Bdes of 3 Cdn Inf Div v “pinched out®™ of the battle

remeined in the ares north of Sonsbeck. 53 (¥,) and 11 :
Divs were now completely out of the fizhting and kad rsv;rted
to command Second British Army. (7.D., G.3. Ops, H.2. First
Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 33, ¥Folio 38, 10 tiar 45, Ops
Summary, No, 264B, 082400 - 0924004). On the far lef

214 Inf Bde (43 (7.) Div) relievead 129 Bde in Xanten and
north of the town. (Ibid). The ivpending disaster to the
""esel bridgehead was now a matter of time, certainly not more
than a few days. Yet out of the oressnt disorganization
three questions arose re:erdinr the enemy's plight: An
Intelligsnce Summary for 9 YMar out the situation into the
foTlﬁw1nh words:
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533L, the second the decs

fire power opposed to us, an
effect on the whole front and
on the American -front.

The first is the ~rozress of

irst Cdn Army Int
mary No, 252, 9 Mar 45,

The heavy weight of guns used by the enemy during “VIRITABIES
might now be spread out along the right bank of the Rhine
where crossings were most feared and he might deploy his flak
units ageinst airborne landings. The containing of our
bridzehead at Remagen continued to be the most imperztive
demand on the enemy in the wast. we mizht therefore expect
esverything he could spars on the land or in the air to be
used to delay and éiminish our build-un, and to increase and
hasten his, . (Ibid)

"BL.OCKBUSTER” IS COMFLETED
104, The intention of 2 Cdn Corns for 10 lMar was for
52 (L.) Div to extend to its left, take over from 32 Gds
Armd Bde and asssult Menzelen. 3 Brit Div was also to be
con )

and, assuming confrol of the left flank, attack al
axis of Birten - Ginderich. Gds Armd Div was to st
fast., 4 Cdn Armd Div had still to clgan un in the
of Winnenthal aftsr which the division would c “Vunt_j
north of the main road from ;on%beck. The orders ﬁj:oud to
2 Cdn Inf Div woefully sguash: the bold plan issued earlier
to ‘bounce the Zhine?, for thl& formation was instructed

also to stand down unless progress during the night warranted
further movement forward.® 7 Cdn Inf Bde was to return to
commend 3 Cdn Inf Div, (W.D., &.3. Ops, H.0, 2 Cdn Corons,
March 1945, Appx 5, "Intentions” Message @.0. 67, dated
092359 )

r S
mi tted ;;,1n this time to nass through %2 2ds Bde area
on

2 c+ f\l

of the
|

105. The morning of 10 !ar saw the end in sight
ny

42
overations for the Canadian-divisions, as the ens 8 sector
onposite '/esel was chopped even smaller. On Cdn Inf Div's
front, Calg Highrs of 5 Cdn Inf Bde had pressed on south-
cast of Birten and had made contact with 52 (L.) Div attackir
north of the Aloon - “Wesel road on Menzelen. 2 Cdn Inf Div

no

task was now ovar and 27 Cdn Armd Rezt was put once more
under command 2 Armd Bde and ordsred to 3oucsb rate. ((1.D.;
H.2. 2 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Mar 45; 7.D., 3.3. Ons, E.L. 2 Can
Corps, March 1945: Apnx 3, 10 ilar 45, Serial 40). lsenzelen,
Ginderich and Gest 21l fell on 10 Var to 157 (L.) Bde, while
on the right Buderich surrenderzd to VI U.S. Corps (Ibigd,
Seriels 467 41). Back in ths area north-wsst of Winnenthal
contact was made between 2 Cdn Inf and 4 Cdn Armd Divs, and
the ovpposition around the monastery soon crumbled as cslemcnts
of 10 Cdn Inf Bde and 4 Cdn id Sde blastcd the enemy out,
apturing 100 prisoners. (I Serials 15, .39; W.D., H.2.
4 Cdn Armd Div, 4 Cdn Armd B O Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Mar 45)
u In an interview with the narrator at C.¥.H.2. on
8 ®eb 47, General Simonds stated that he had no
knowledge of this plan and expressed the belizf that
it mey have been born of the moment by Comd 5 Cdn
Inf Bde, to spur his troovs on. (AE® 45/2 Cdn Corps/C

Docket IIT)
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The enemy has now been driven back over the
RHINE on a wide front by 21 Army Group and this
front is being extended southwards by 12 Army
Group. The recent establishment by 12 Army
Group of a bridgehead over the RHINE, to the
South of BONN, should produce most important
results, and advantageously affect the front of
21 Army Group.

The time has come for 21 Army Group to cross the
RHINE: the last zreat river barrier left to the
Germans on the Western front. This intention
will be carried out by effecting a crossing North
of the RUHR, securing a firm bridgehead and then
developing operations to isolate the RUHR and to
penetrate deeper into Germany.

The 21 Army Group plan, ‘in outline, is to cross
the RHINE on a front of two Armies, between
inclusive RHEINBERG and REES, Ninth US Army on
right, Second British Army on left. These
Armies will capture the communication centre of
WESEL and expand this initial bridegehead on the
East bank of the REINE:

(a) Southwards, for a sufficient distance to
secure the road centre of WiSiL from enemy
ground action.

(b) * Northwards, to enable the river to be bridge
at EMVERICH and the road centre at that place
to be used.

(¢) Eastwards and north-eastwards, in order
rapidly to secure a deep and firm bridgehead
from which further offensive operations can
suitably bes developed.

Following the expansion of ths initial bridgehead,
outlined above, the Ninth US, Second British and
First Canadian Armies are to be vositioned East

of the RHINE and North of the RUHR, so that further
operations deeper into Germany can be developed
quickly, as may be ordered.

(W.D., G.0.C.-in-C, First
Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx,
G.0.C.-in-C, 1-0-4/1,

10 Mar 45)

1155 For these operations the followinz regrouping of
formations was to be carried out.

RIGET - 2 Cdn Corps

Cdn Inf Div
Cdn Inf Div
Cdn Armd Div
Cdn Armd Bde
Cdn A.G.R.A.

n N Bod o

CENTRE - 1 Cdn Corps

49 (7.R.) Div
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LEFT - 1 Brit Corps .

.M, Bd
Royal Netherlands Brigade

ARIY RESERVE - and to be allocated to Corps as the
situation indicates, following their
arrival and concentration:

dn Inf Div
rit Inf D

= \ni\n
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dn A.G.R.A,
(%+D., G.0.C.-in-C., First
Cdn Army, March 1945:
Appx 1, G.0.C.-in-C., 1-0-4/1,
10 Mar 45)

Tor the commencement of the new attacik to cross the Rhine -
code-named “PLUNDER® < 2 Cdn Corps would be placed under
operational command of Second British Army. Formations of
2 Cdn Corps would be passed over the Rees bridzes and would
be used to extsnd the bridgehead area north-west, towards
Doztinchem and Tlten and to secure communlcutlons at
Emmarich, The Rhine was to be bridged at Emmaerich by
Tirst Canadian Army as early as posiible and when this had
been done 2 Cdn Corps would revsrt to General Crerar's
command. While Ninth U.S. and Second British Armies were
thus conducting the first phase of operations to sscure

a bridgehead across the Rhine the tasks of ¥irst Canadian
Army were, to hold secursly the line of the Rhine eand the
Maas from Emmerich to the sea, and.to make all prenarations
for bridging the Rhine at Emmerich, and for taking command
of the bridgehead to the north and north-west of that place when
so ordered. (Ibid)

116, The second phase .of the operations would involve the
extension of the bridgshead eastwards and north-eastwards to
the zeneral line Famm - Munster - Rheine - Almelo - Deventer -
Apeldoorn - Otterloo - Kenkum. During this phase First
Canadian Army, then including azain 2 Cdn Corps, would

nerate northwards. It would be 2 Cdn Corns' task to thrust
northwards from the Emmsrich bridgehead against the Ijssel
defences from the rear (i.e. from the east) -to canture
Deventer and Zutphen and seize Apeldoorn and the high ground
batween ths t place and Arnhem. 1 Cén Corps was to plan to
secure a bridgehead over the Neder 3ijn, and canture Arnhem,
at the sams time that 2 Sin Corps was developing its
operations, First Cdn A& xv would then be premared to
bridge the river at Arnhem ané orecn un communications from

J
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B L R e nnrfhoacat T
and tlisnce north-eas £ secure
cl

Y :J?:n hrough Arnhem, 1 st; £ 8

flyrx would be formed, facindz west running northwsrds from
the Neder Rijn about Renkum, and having opened up these
co::unLCMtlhna, First Canadian Arny's axis of operations
would be eastwards The terzet date for thé onsration was

given as 24 Var. (Ibid)

13%. The inclusion o

T Cdn Corns in the n»lan consti-
tuted a ha»py evaent. Th

=
-l
arrival of Lt-Csn Foulkes!
n

First Corps from the Itelian front meant that by far the
greater part of First Canzdian Army now would truly be
Canadian. The decision to bring 1 Cdn Corps from the
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Vediterranean front had been reached by the Chiefs of Staff
Committee on 3 Feb 45. Naturally, until the Canadian Corps
actually was launched into offensive operations, the whole matter
was kept “Top Secret®., (¥W.D., G.0.C.-in-C., First Cdn

Army, February 1945: Appx 3, Notes on Conference held by
C.-in-C., 21 Army Group, 4 Feb 45).,  H.?. 1 Cdn Corps

actually ovened at Wijchen (6158) at 0500 hours 13 Mar 45,

(?.Ds, G.S. Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Amy, March 1915 Appx 49 ,%olio 16,
Sitrep 140900, 14 Mar 45). At 1200 hours 15 Mar 49 (7.R. S

Div and 18 Cdn Armd C. Regt came under command. (Ibid,

15 Mar 45, Appx 52, folio 20, 3itrep 150900, and *.D.,

G.S. Ops, H.9. 1 Cdn Corps, 15 car 45)

118. Meanwhile, the gigantic przparations for the Rhine
crossing progressed, and all under an immense sSmoke-sScreen
which hung over the front. This smoke programme had begun
orizinally early in March when 2 Cda Corps had needed a

form of concealment for a field maintenance company which

was onerating west of Cleve but under observation from the
Hoch Elten feature, The screen at that time extended from
west of Kranenburg to east of Calcar. However, as Second
Army began to take over the west bank of the river and ‘the
build-up for Overation "PLUNDER" started, a grand decsption
was deemed necessary to mislead the enemy as to the direction
of the coming attack. For this purpose Second Army
continued to keep the area under smoke and the ground opposite
Emmerich was well stocked with dummy gun positions. In
contrast, opposite Rees and '‘esel, the actual sectors from
which .the assault was to be launched, the guns and dumps

were cleverly camauflaged with the result that the initial
assault met no extremely heavy onposition, whereas subseguent
opbrutions revealed a considerable concentration of troops
and guns in the Emmerich sector. (AEF 45/%irst Cdn Army/C/F,
Docker III: Appx 19, Report on Smoke Screens carried out

by First Cdn Army, Section XI, page 33).

119. By 16 Mar, the enemy picture, which had suffered
sadly through lack of contact since 11 Mar, began to clear
once more; air »hoto sorties providing the means.

On the lower ij’E front above IT”VP““ ths enemy
shows considerable nervousness ‘great sense
of urgency in carrying out his rrv parations., This
is indicated by severzl factors, including road
movement in the general arza hO?T} of the LIPFE
and a somewhat aggressive attitude in the &ir,
designed both to ascertain Allied movement and to
disrupt communications. It is fairly clear that
First Parachute Army crossed the RHINE gasonably
well to plan and in fzirly, good order. It is
also certain that ths bulk of the equipment of
this Army was got across the RHINE and the zneny's
primary concern, in so far as Second Army is
concernsd, is to »repare Ior a crossing o
RHINE below the RUHR - an area which hu
to be a very feasible one from the
of assault river crossings...

It is quite clear that defences dssigned to ston

us crossing the REINE are not in an advanced stag

of preparation. The main trends of activity are

in the arees of the crossing places of EMMERICH,
REES, XANTEN and WESZEL, The tendency here is for
the existing defences to fan out in all directions
and eventually, were they allowed to proceed, some
semblance of a line along the river, or standing
back from it, might emerge. It is this preparation,
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with the somewhat doubtful assistance of ce¢ivilians
‘and Volkssturm that is going on deily arnd in
feverish haste M

S0 we ses a victure of First Parachute Army now
sorting itself out EAST of the RHIN its divisions
low in strength but being rainf ' ith thc
priority that is still ‘the rigl 0
troops, in an area that is not ye 3 " reventg
our penetration across the rive; Nen l ss,
whatever the st:tg Y She preparatio: ’nd mtt";vvr
the strength of ] ns, and howevsar small
the mobile b*cﬂnhm that system ms &, those
pJ;DCﬂufe troops 3 W 1d

fanatically as

expand, in
(IblC and
l.’? TL‘I‘, howsv
by emy she g 1g 1 ]
build—up aeross it, £ _ bid, No. D) Pontoon
bridges were o“JCnl- arscted, t on-18 Me he enemy
reverted to his previous form of trying to destroy the ..
bridges by means of saboteurs, who in Martian-like dress,
complete with oxygen squipment, swam out into the iey
1hjnu waters. Thi AtL 1ck was not successful;, the

.

snemy

~ 5 1
was ‘observed, ba I D, and several prisoncrs were
tn“; 1"’.11 (I‘:Jiq.,

121. That seme day Lt-Gen Simonds isgsued his outline
plan Tor Operatlon WPLUNDER", BXOOUIHQ the role of 2 Cdn
Corps =~ and in particuler of 3 Cdn Inf Div in the first
stages of the ettack. 2. Cdn Corhs would come under command
Second Army at 1200 hours 20 Mar, at whiéh time 3 Cdn Inf
Div would be placed under co dnmnu 30 Brit Corps, with 9 Cdn
Inf Bde put under the control of 51 (H.) Div, who were to
D283 it over the Rhine. 43 (W.) Div was then to assume
responsibility for 9 Bde until 7 and 8 Cdn Inf Bdes arrived
on the sast bank, at which time 9 Bde would revert to
divisional cormdnd wWhen the *ps commanders considsred
that communications had bescome adequa 2 Can Corns would
teke over 3 Cdn Inf Div once more i the entire
artillery resources of 2 Cdn Corps (; an A.G.R.A.) would
support 3 Cdn Inf Div i ts ef , arge programme of
direct fire was also anned For thi all available
tanks of Cdn Armd Bde, togather with ose of 2y Cdn drﬂd
Recce Regt and o1 reginmer i ] *Lz -de.
guns which could be N -
spacially surveyed area e wes ank of
G.8. Ops, H.Q. Pirst Cdn
folio 25, Op “PLUNDER®,
grand bombardment for thv
enormous; 1338 guns of
sentative of almost ev,*y
2D, were to be smployed
Hotes on Ops of 21 Army Group,
A surprise of some weight lay
battered enery divisions on the

. e -
el A ¥} :CE'\.
-~ ] A

calibre and

.

formation in

Army: Gp /-g 7‘
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122, As the build-up continued, 1 Cdn

Corps hutuhlﬂg along the River Mass made

‘n their disvositions. On the night of
rmd C. R;.:*t and elements of 2 Eensingtons
Cdn Recce Regt (under 49 (W.R.) Div siace
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sxtrene right of the Army sector. (W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q.
First Cdn Army, March 1945: Appx 68, Tolio 44, G. 0. 103,
Sitrep 478, 192400 to 201200). Sirultun ously Westnr R.
(Mot) from 3 Cdn Armd Div took over fror 18 Cdn Armd C.
Regt in the area of Wamel, The arroured car formetion now
reverted to 2 Cdn Corns (Ibid, Appx 75, folio 13, G.0.111,
Sitrep No. 481, 211200 to 212 400). Over on the ssctor
of L Brib Gorns 11 H. changed places with *the newly arrived
1 H.C.R. the former unit moving to Heythisujzan to come
under comnmand 12 Corps, for use by 7 Armd Div (Ibid, folio 50,
Highlight of Ops up to 220730C, . In 2 Cdn Gorps there had
been a ma jor change of command. ‘On 22 Mar, Maj-Gen D.C.
Spry, D.8.0., left 3 Cdn Inf Div to take up new dutiocs as
Comd C.R.U, His plagcec as G.0.C. 3 Cdn Inf Div was now
taken by Maj-Gen R.H. Ksefler, C.B.E., D.S.0. (¥.D., G.S.,
E.Q. 3 Can Inf Div, 21, 92 Ner 45; and W.D., G.S. Ops, H.Q.
2 ‘Cdn Corps, 20 Mar 45§,

123, By 0600 hours 23 Mar 45 the colosssl stage was set.
The great hour wes approaching, Through every Canadian
bivouac, through every headquarters, surged a wave of
expactancy, giving, to each man as it passed, a lift in
hegart and a quickening touch of execitement. The ninutes
could now be counted as the Conadian brigodes waited for
the signal that would send them forward. To thc cast a
few hundred yards away, flowed the Rhine, the greatest
existing obstacle in Europe. In 1940, from the linc of
this notural fortress, the Nazi Panzor columns had marchead

w3stwards to conguer the world. Now History had complsted
its insvitable cycle; the enemy had been pushed back and
overrun at his starting point. His remnents had besn driven

0 shelter behind the final bulwark, but even hers, the
countless ycars of militery teaching in which the German
Gsneral Staff hed told its soldier that the Rhine could not
and would not be crossed, counted for little in the way of
assurance to these hopelessly tired scrapings of the
Vehrmacht "pot'. Had not his tutors lacked imagination or
considered the possible course of progress in modarn war?
He wondered this, as the grouad shook acbout him, heralding
but 2 minor nortion of the uarthquake that was fast
cnveloping him and causing the foundations of his Reich to
Cc “um.blv zbo ut him

124, This revort was prepared by Major P.A. Maysp, C.I.C.,
who served with Alq R. during the operations described.

‘f)//’}a b g
/ 4 (C.P. StaceyS Colond
Director Histerical Sact;on
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TOF SICRET

G00-in-C 1-0=7/11
Tac First Canadian Army
24 Teb 45

Lt-Gen ‘GG Simonds, CB, CEE, D30 (1)

Comd 2 Canadian Corps

Lt-Gen BG Horrocks, CB, D30, MC (2)
Comd 30 Corps

Yhile the narticular develorment of operaticns First
Canadian Army, during the next few days, is bound to be
conditionsd by situations yet to be detsrmined, I would

.like to discuss with you, tomorrow, the following basic plan.

As vreviously stated by me, the weight of Canadian
Army effort will be transferred tc its left and from 26 Feb 45,
until its conclusion, Operation 'BLOCTBUSTER", conducted by
2 Canadian Corps, will have priority in available resources.

During *“BLOCKBUSTER-, 30 Corps will keeDd its "left
shoulder- up® and will have, as its primery resvonsibility, the
neutralization of any shemy attemnts, develoning from the
South, to interfers with 2 Canadlan Corps right flank., 30 Corps
will, itself, however, exnloit to South Zast and South, should
any favourable opportunities present themselves, providing
its primary responsibility is not comnromised.

If situations develop propitiously, 2 Canadian Corps
will carry its armoured thrust through to Xanten, and secure it
and the high ground to its Scuth. It will then take
aggressive steps to clear the enemy from the area between the
gensral line UDEM - SCNSBICK - YANTEN, and the R RHINZ.

In similar circumstances, 30 Corps will develcp a
thrust South East, with Guards Armd.Div, to cut and hold the
GELDERN - WESEL road in the vicinity of road and railway
junctions and cressings in mon squares 1430, 1431 and 1633.
3 Brit Inf Div, keening Zast of the WBEZE - SIZLDERN road,
will be dirscted South, sescuring VINNEIEZNDCNX and then
GELDEAN. 53 (W) Inf Div will secure 'EVELAR, and make contact
with 3 Brit Inf Div. 52 (L) Inf Div will develop pressure
southwards, and clear the sanemy from Zast bank of R MEUSE,

I will arranze, by telephone, with you this evening a
time and place which will be mutually convenisent.

Sgd.

(E.D.G. Crerar) Gen
30C-in-C

Copy to: Lt-Gen 8ir John Crocker 7irst Canadisn Army

KBE CB DSO MC (%)
Comd 1 Brit Corps

C of S (4)
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Lt-Gen Sir John Crocker, XKBE, CB

- j Ap‘DmDIX S‘I-B 1
- >
Appx C4

TOP SECRET

G0C-in-C 1-0-7/11

Tac Firgt Canadian Army
25 Fsb 45 '
Copy BOieecinésaonndani

Lt-Gen G.G. Simonds, CB, CBE, 1S5S0, (1)
Comd 2 Cznzdian Corps

Lt-CGen B.G. Horrocks, CB, DSO, MC (2)
Comd 30 Corps

In view ¢f the determined enemy resistance 24/25 ¥Fgb,
North of WEEZE, and conseguent inability of 53 (W) Inf Div
firmly to secure that town before Operation "BLOCKBUSTERT
by 2 Canadian Corps commences, it will be necessary to
reconsider the draft basic plan cutlined to you in my memorandum
of yesterday - in varticular the proposals contained in

para 5. The importance of 30 Corns clearing the Will, - WEZZE
road at an early date, in ordsr that the WANSSUM - WELL bridge
may be constructed, entails this reconsideration. On the

above basis, the follewing Army plan will be discussed at
our meeting this afternoon.

If possible, 2 Canadian Cerps will complete “BLOCKBUSTER®
as planned, and firmly secure the general line XERVENEAIM -
SONSBECK = XANTEN, It will then clean up all enemy remaining
betw?en this line g2hd the R RHINE (sece para 4 of yosterday's
memo) . '

If by D plus 1 it is obvious that to complete "BLOCK-
LUSTER" a considerables regrouping, and a further deliberate
attack, is reguired, then a ‘partial’® ‘BLOCKBUSTER® will
terminate the operation - i.,es. the completion of Phase IIT
and the securing of the hizh ground East of the CAICAR -
UDEM -road.

Throughout sither “complete’ or “partial® "BLOCKBUSTERY,
the »rinciple responsibility of 30 Corps will be to sscure the
right (southern and western) flank of 2 Canadian Corps

against enemy intervention, by keeping its left shoulder well
up and to exploit any favourable situations (ses para -3 of
yesterday's memo). ,

In either of the alternative results given in paras 2
and 3 above, the weight of the Camedian Army affort will
then be transferred to 30 Corps - which, as a Canadian Army
first rriority, will than procesd to secure the YELL - WEEZE road,
and eliminate any enemy remaining to the North of it.

Szd.
to:=-
(H.D.G. Crzrar) Gen
GOC-in-C

DSO, MC~  (:}  (3) TFirst Cansdian Amy.
Comé@ 1 Brit Corps . _ , -
C.C, Mann, CBE, D3SO0,
of §, First Cdn Army (4)
(5 - 6)

Yar Diary (7 - 9)



g 2 ! APPRNDIX "cn

COL G.S: ¥ 70D SECRET
ST 0P BLOCKBUSTER

CORPS OUTLINE ®LAN

1  _OBJECT

' To capture the high ground SOUTH of CAICAR and UD®: then to
exploit through the enery posns towards XANTEN and VESEL,

2 ENRMY

¥

Eneny def posn is based on CATC'R and the high ground to the
*SOUTH of it - UDEM - WEEZE, It is probable’ that the main weight
of the enemy inf def will be on the line CAICAR -~ UDEM with his

nain A tk def in a layback posn at the approaches to the HOCHIALD
forest.

LY

3 METHOD

(?ee trace glven to Watch-ltesper Main Army and GSO 2 Ops Tac
1.T.‘IZlY. '

Phase 1

(a) An attack by 2 Cdn Inf Div at E Hr with two armd regts
(2 Cdn Armd Bde) moving at tk pace to secure the high
ground and escarpment SOUTH of CAICAR. Main weight of
attack by 6 Cdn Inf Bde, with a sp attack by a bn of
5 Cdn Inf Bde to broaden the base. At the conclusion
of this phase 4 Cdn Inf Bde will have been pinched out.

(b) A subsidiary attack on the RIGHT by one bn, 8 Cdn Inf
Bde with one arrd sqn moving at inf pace, at H Hr, to
get astride rd CALC.R - UDEN area 9845.

| Phase II

(a) An attack on the RIGHT by two -bns 8 Cdn Inf Bde of 3 Cdn
Inf Div to capture line of rd 970453”t0 incl KEPPILN 9844,

(b) An attack (co-ordinated by Corps with (a)) by a battle gp
(two inf bns, two armd regts) of 4 Cdn Armd Div to est
then on a line exel TEPPELN to rd at 020450,

Phase ITI - At times to be decided by div conds,

(a) 3 Cdn Inf Div passes 9 Cén Inf Bde through to. the assault
of UDEM,

(b) 4 cdn Armd- Div passes a battle gp through to est itself
on the high ground 1942 - 0043 - 0143,

(¢) 2 Cdn Inf Div passes 4 Cdn Inf Bde through to rslieve
battle gp of 4 Cdn Armd Div on the poshn referred to in
Thase II para (b).

+(d) . 11 Armd Div conforms to adv of 9 Cdn Inf Bde.
Phase IV

(a) While 3 Cdn Inf Div is fighting for UDEN, 11 Armd Div
will by-pass UDEM to the S¥ and adv on axis UDEM
SONSBECK 0535 and high ground immediately NE of SOWSBECF
leaving a firm base on escarpment 0040 - 0039,




(b)

(c)

(da)

s =g :

3 Cdn Inf Div will follow the adv of 11 Apmd Div by
stepping up bns by bdes along the line of the R GROSSELEY
with the object of eventually relieving 11 Armd Div of
SONSBECK. hE b

4 Cdn Armd Div will adv (as ordered by Div Comd) to est
a battle gp astride the rly line 0340 - 0440, -

2 Cdn Inf Div while retaining one bde on the high ground
immediately SOUTH of CAICAR, and one as referred Phase 111
para (c), to pass the third bde through to relieve battle
gp of(4)Cdn Armd Div on oSbjective referred to in Phase IIT
para (b). :

" EXPLOTITATION

15

No forecast possible but alternatives as follows:=-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

(v)

|
To direet 4 Cdn Armd Div on XANTEN and 11 Armd Div on
MENZZIEN 1636 and the WESEL crossings, or

To direct both armd divs on ZANTEN, then 11 Armd Div to
turn SE towards I"ENZELIN, or .

If 4 Cdn Armd Div is held up after Phase IV, to direct

11 Armd Div on XANTEN with 4 Cdn Armd cutting across its
rear directed on !ENZZIEN at a later ovportunity.

Arty
Phase T

For 2 Cdn Inf Div, 12 fd regts, 6 med regts, 3 hy regts
in barrags at tk pace. 1 Cdn Rocket Unit. '

For 3% Can Inf Div, 7 fd regts, 2 med regts in barrage -at
inf pace.

Phases II and III

For 4 Cdn 4rmd Regt, a barrage of six fd regts, four

med rcgts, one 4.5 regt (cones on call should enemy still
be active betwssn posns gained by 2 Cdn Inf Div and SL).
For 3 Cdn Inf Div barrage at inf pace of nine fd rects,
six 7.2 btys, (cones to prevent UDEM guns from inter-
fering).

For 11 Amd Div, cones on call from 4 fd regts, 4 med
regts, 1 4.5 regt.

Phase IV

For further adv of the armd divs, each will have
available 3 fd rests, 4 med regts and a 4.5 regt.

CB Resourcss throug%out 2 mad regts, 2 bty 155 ma,
1l reg Ad, btys 7.2.

Air
As known to G (4ir) First Cdn Army.



(a)

(o)

D Doy 26 “eb 45.

H Hr 0430 hrs.

Phase I H Hr.

Phase II ~ Corps Comds descisien, enrliest 0800 - latest

1000 hrs.

Phase III- Div Comds co-ord deciaion" probably sarly

-afterncon,

Phase IV - Div Comds decisionf probahly late afternoon

or evening.

TOREC.:ST OF OFS

(2)

(p)

o
-

?i?uation 1600 - 1700 hrs D Day.
i

(i1)
(iid)

(iv)

11 /rmé Div: lzecding battle gp npproaching rly
line 9641.

3 Cdn Inf Div:" one bde in UDEK onec bde area
9744, onc bde arez VERVALT 9746

4 Cdn Armd Div: 1lsading battle gp advancing on
HOCHY 1D at avprox 0142: sacond buttle gp holding
high zround area 0042 - 0043,

2 Cdn Inf Div: one bde area TODTEIHUGEL 0045;

two bdes holding original dbjsctives of Thase I.

Situation in forenoon of D »nlus 1. ™

1)
ii)

(1i1)
(iv)

1l Armd Div: 1lszding bdttle gv in SONSBICT.

% Cdn Inf Div: 1leonding bde on way to SONSBICK at
approx 0237, one bde in UDEM, one bde arca 9744.

4 Can Armd Div: ono battle gp astride rly line 0440,
2 Cdn Inf Div: onc bde advoneing to relisve 4 Cdn
Armd Div down rond DIL3INHOF 021452 -~ SCEM.CHDIRM
0342, one bde HUSH.UNHOFF 0245, one bde TODTINHUCZL

0045,

(354) (4.F. Buchan) Maj
y “e4 5,680 TT Linison




APPENDIX “D"

CANADIAN CASUALTIES FROM 26 FEB = 23 MAR 45
As compiled from C. & S. Stats First Cdn Army

¥ILLED WOUNDED MISSING
Offrs ORs Offrs ORs Offrs ORs
{2 Cdn Inf Div 23 283 77 1014 2 . 208
3 Cdn Inf Div 12 155 39 632 0 i e
4 Cdn Armd Div 11 191 57 ° 657 11 214
2 Cdn Armd Bde 3 15 e | 42 1 13
Misc: Cdn Army Tps 0 5 0 30 0 0
1l Cdn Corps casualties
as from 19 Mar 45 to
23 Mar 45 inclusive 1 4 0 17 0 4
GRAND TOTAL CDN TPS: 50 653 184 2392 14 350
—_—_——— e ——
GRAND TOTAL BRIT TPS: v 52 608 - 200 2595 11 530




o

A o s . e e b T W — -

KILLED JOMIDED MISSING
Offrs ORs offrs ORs offrs .ORs
2 Cdn Inf Div X |
Teb: 26 e 12 . 161 0 1
2 ! 19 9 101 ) 10
2 5 38 2 157 1 7
var: 1 310 9 s 0 11
2 2 5 5 122 0 - 1
3 1 8 1 41 0 0
4 2 52 - 111 0 1
5 0 16 2 57 0 2.
6 S 7 3 62 0 11
g 0 5 1 12 0 0
4 36 14 27 Q 50
9 3 37 10 ' 62 0 2
10 1 11 3 22 1 9
R 11 0 X 0 9 0 b
12 0 2 135 e 0 A0
| Total 12 Mar 45 22 - 271 %. 1990 2 108
Mar 13-23 Inel: 1 12 T et 0 0
| GLAND TOTAL: 23 283 77 1014 2 .08
KITLLED IOUNDED MISSTHG
: } Offrs  ORs _ O:f;_f-rs.;f QHB _ Cffrs ORs
( % Cdn Inf Div !
Teb: 26 0 2 f R 0 1
' 27 : 15 10 153 0 0
28 0. r TN 2 11 0 0
- Var: 1 1 13 8 y il 0 0
2 0 4 0 19 0 5
3 2 1 2 33 0 0
4 0 18 4 56 0 0
5 2 10 1 14 0 0
3 1 5 2 26 0 i
g 0 1 5 127 0 0
0 11 2 20 0 0
! 9 0 2 0 %0 0 4
a 10 o 0 0 1 0 0
i 11 0 0 0 2 0 0
: 12 0 0 0 Y 0 0
Total 12 Nar 45 Y2 149 39 622 0 ¥
Far 13-23 Tnecl: 0 6 0 10 0 0
‘ - -
12 155 39 632 0 11

] GRAND TOTAL:




‘ .
KILLED "OUNDED MISSING
Offrs ORs Qffrs ORs Offrs ORs
4 Cdn Armd Div
Teb: 26 0 30 4 £5 0 ) X
21 2 17 14 62 2 14
28 0 14 4 @ 8 1 9
Mar: 1 1 3 5 65 0 3
2 0 1 4 69 0 i
' 3 1 1 8 63 3 80
4 0 i | 0 11 1 3
5 1 3 0 26 0 2
- 0 " 1 21 0 £
g 3 45 4 36 4 72
1 8 3 %6 0 3
9 0 15 3 56 0 4
10 2 10 3 56 0 5
7le 8 0 4 0 2 0 0
12 0 0 1 7] 0 1
Total 12 Mar 45 b 188 56 653 11 210
Mar 13-23 Incl: 0 3 1 4 0 4
L?R;HD TOTAL: 11 191 517 6517 11 214
[ KILLED WOUNDED MISSING
Offrs ORs Offrs ORs Offrs ORs
2 Cdn Armd Bde |
Feb 26 ‘ 0 0 0 0 0 0
217 0 9 4 14 0 13
28 2 2 N 3 12 0 0
Mar: X 0 1 0 0 8] 0
2 0 3 T 5 0 0
3 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 ) 1 0 5 0 0
6 0 0 0 2 0 0
3 0 0 1 0 0 0
0 0 0 3 1 0
9 0} 0 1 0 0 0
! 10 0 0 0 9 0 0
L 0 0 1 0 0 0
12 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 12 Nar 45 3 15 Sk 41 i 13
Mar 12-23 I.ncl: 0 0 .0 1 0 0
—— s =
lGEﬁND TOTAL: 3 15 13 42 1 13
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Total Erit Tps including 30 Corps, 1 Srit Corps & Brit Tps

under command 2 Cdn Corps and 1 2dn Armuy and all 41lied Tps.

"(Zxel: U.S. Forees)

- ‘.lm;
I eroamo "OUNDED! - b MA:ISSING !
| Offrs ORs ffrs ©Os . Ofirs ORs
r.. - i
A8 sbove
§
' Tab:s 26 0 25 6 110 0 21
21 8 60 28 £02 2 94
28 7 62 19 263 1 18
vars % 10 46 27 314 1 29
2 5 88 21 258 0 55
3 8 52 21 242 5 52
i 1 11 g 49y 1 1
5 0 27 9 368 <1 0 37
& 5 80 22 258" J 31
g 1 .31 A B6 1 42
i = 0 54 . 12 169 0 43
9 1 18 £ hE e
10 4 57 14 - 204 2 100
11 0 9 7 IR 1|, Sl 0 = t
12 0 0 0t 5 0 0 |
Total 12 I'ar 45 50 600 196 2568 -1 11 - 528 1
ifar 15-2% Incl: 2 8 4 27 0 2 ;
e |- 5 : ..II__ . = !|
GRAND TOTAL: 52 608 200 2595 11 4530 E
(aDi, Be & Bay Hills First 3
Cdn Army, Tebruary 1945,
Lrvpx 17, C. & B. Stats, 26 Yedb - |
28 Teb 45 incl.; and 1 lVar - |
2% Mar 45; incl.) |
I
: i
‘ ' |
|
f
|
- ?
I




APPENDIX "A"

\ 43 (W) INF DIV

g, _ OPERATION
BLOCKBUSTER®
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AFPPENDIX "B“

OPERATION "BLOCKBUSTER”

COURSE OF OPERATIONS
BY 2 CDN CORPS

26 FEB — || MAR 45

LEGEN®D

b ATTACK

MOVE TO PASS THROUGH

‘---—--—

HICH GROUND OVER
35 METRES




. AFPENDIX "C"

_OPERATION
“BLOCKBUSTER”

COURSE OF OPERATIONS
BY FIRST CDN ARMY

26 FEB - Il MAR 45

FIRST CDN ARMY

MILES |

YDS 1000

1000 = 3000 .

o
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