NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est préliminaire et n'a aucun caractére officiel.
On n'a pas vérifié son exactitude et les interpretations
qu'il contient ne sont pas nécessairement celles du Service
historique.

Directorate of History
National Defence Headquarters
Ottawa, Canada

K1A 0K2

July 1986



C ANGELLED

peeLASS T IO
Ausharity: DHD 33
for DHist NDHO

R, BrPuQ RPN Qs 1785 u“"-_-;'1ﬂtﬁ71ffr1935

HISTORICAL SECTION

by

CANADIAN HILITARY HSADQUARTERS

OPERATIONS OF THE 18T CAI4DTIAN ARMOURED BRIGADE IN ITALY,
FEBRUARY 1945: PART III: THE GOTHIC LINE

MAY 1944 TO

CONTENTS

ALLIED AND ENEMY DISPOSITIONS, 1 SEP 44

THE APPROACH. TO

THE GOTHIC LINE (31 AUG -~ 9 SEP 44)

THE BREACH OF THE GOTHIC LINE (9 - 18 SEP 44)

THE WINTER STALE
14 CDN ARMD REGT
11 CDIf ARMD REGT
12 CDW ARMD REGT
THE FINAL PERIOD

MATE
(1L OCT = 31 DEC 44)
(1 OCT -~ 31 DEC 44)
(L OCT =~ 31 DEC 44)
IN ITALY (1 JAN ~ 6 MAR 45)

MAP.

OPERATIONS OF 1 CDN ARMD BDE 11 SEP 44 -~ 24 FEB 45

Page

i
12
19
23
27




e =

@ CANCELLED

-~

. pECLASS) g0
R'BPORT N 0. 175 by Q2% tor DHist NDHO
n. T Vag

HISTORICAL SECTION . | NOV 26 1088

CANADIAW . MILITARY HEADQHARTERﬁ

26 Mar 41
erations of the 1lst Canadian Armoured
ade in 1taly, May L1044 to February. 1945:
Part I11: The Gothic Line
1. ‘ This forms the third and final part of a series of

three reports dealing with the operations of 1 Cdn Armd Bde

in Italy. Of the two earlier reports (Nos. 168 and 160),

the first described the Erigade's operations in the breaking

of the Gustav and Hitler Lines during May 1944, while the
second followed the Brigade in its advance to Florence during
the period June -~ August of the same year. The present report
gives an account of 1 Cdn Armd Bde's part in the Gothic Line
operations during the autumn and early winter of 1944, and
outlines the story of the Drigede's transfer from Italy to the
North-lest Zuropean theatre in February 1945. '

ALLIED AND ENEMY DISPOSITIONS, 1 SEP 44.
Re The general dispositions across the Allied front at
the beginning of September were as follows: Eighth Army, with
1 Cdn Corps and 2 Polish Corps on the right, 5 Corps in the
centre and 10 Corps on the left, was extended south of the Gothic
Line from Pesaro on the Adriatic coast to the 15 Easting, west
of Poppi (R2062), approximately half-way across the Peninsula.
The western half of the Gothic Line was opposed by formations of
Fifth Army, which had under command 13 (Brit) Corps on its right
covering the Florence ~ Pontassieve areg¥, II Corps in the centre,
and IV Corps along the Ligurian coast. The formations of
15 Corps were, from right to left, 6 Armd Div from the Army
boundary to Highway No. 67, 8 Ind Div in the Fontassieve sector,
and 1 (Brit) Div covering the Florence gector west to thce II Corps
boundary at the 76 Easting. Defending the mountain barrier on
which the Gothic Line was based the German Tenth Army faced
Eighth Army, while on the right flank of Army Group “C" the
German Fourteenth Army opposed the U.S. Fifth Army. The common
boundary of the two armies ran just west of Pontassieve. -The
enemy sector opposite 13 Corps around Dicomano and Viechlo was
being held by 715 Inf Div (now partly recovered from its severe
defeat 4n the break-out from Anzio) and 334 Inf Div, both of
LXXVI Pz Corps; while further west, on Fourteenth Army's eastern
flank, were formations of 1 Para Corps. 356 Inf Div and 4 Para
Div were north and west of Florence, with 29 Pz Gr Div in
reserve. (C.M.H.Q., file 4/Summ C.I.G.8./6: C.I.G.S. Sunmery
No. 364, 1 Sep 44; Operations of British, Indian and Dominion

Forces in Ital British Historical Section, Central Mediterranean,
Part 111, SecE%on H, German Strategy, p. 2)

Se The topography of North Central Italy, where the
backbone of the Apennines swings north-west across the Peninsula,
had provided Field Marshal Kesselring with a natural barrier on

b's 13 Corps passed under command Fifth Army on 17 Aug 44, to
compensate for the withdrawal from that army of formations
for "ANVILY, and to provide it with effective strength for
the thrust through the Northern Apennines (Operations of
British, Indian and Dominion Forces in Italy, 1T, Sec G,
I3 Corps in the Mountalins, pp I, 2). '
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which to dcvelop strong defonsivc positions. Only three avcnues
of spproach to the northern plains of Italy were possible for a
modern army - along the eastern or western coasts, or by means of
set routes which crossed the Apennines north from Florecnce. It
was across these three avenues that the Gothic Line defences were
most highly developed. Five passes traverscd the Central
Apennine Range within the Florence sector:

(a) Muraglione Pass, on thc road from Dicomano (R0080)
o Forli (Route 67).

(b) Casaglia Pass, on the road from Borgo S. Lorenzo (Q9088)
to Faenza.

(¢) Ths Giogo Pass, on the road fnom S. Piero a Sieve (Q8589)
to rirenzuola (L9007) and Imola.

(d) The Futa Pass on the main Florence - Bologna road
(Route 69). .

(e) The ifezzana Pass, on the road Prato (Q6680) - Bologna.

(Hist Sec file Italy: 1944/
1 Cdn Corps/L/F, Docket I:

1 Cdn Corps Int Summary No.87,
14 Aug 44)

| 4, Strong defensive positions had been constructed by the
Todt Organization to bar passage to the northern plains via these
highways. (Although a feeling of over-confidence in the impreg-
nability of the Cassino position seems to have rosulted in only
helf-hearted efforts being put forth on the construction work
during the winter and spring of 1943 - 44, the collapse of the
Winter Line and the fall of Rome had specded up preparations in

‘ the Gothic Line. The delaying battles of Lake Trasimecne, the
Upper Tiber, Florence and Avezzo gave the enemy more time in
which to complete his “Green Linc" defences.) (German Strategy,
op cit, p. 23). In goneral the defences consisted of concrete
pillboxes, anti-tank walls, machine gun positions and fire trenches
strategically sited in the necighbourhood of thé¢ narrow passes.
Thus on Road No.67, a fortified zone had been constructed hetween
the Muraglione Pass and S. Godenzoj; the Borgo S. Loronzo - Marradi -
Faenza road was flanked by defences which extended from Casaglia
south~-eastward to If. Veruca and il. Stelleto; the S. Piero - Imola
route was defended with pillboxes, wire and }.G. posts in the
vicinity of M. Giogo; while similar defences had been srected on
Route No. 65 at the juta Pass and on the Prato - Bologna road near

‘ M. lezzana, north of Vernio. (Ibid). It was through these
defences that 13 Corps had now to force its way.t

THE APFROACH TO THE GOTHIC LINE (31 AUG - 9 SEP 44)

5. The month of September oponed with 1 Cdn Armd Bde
under command 13 Corps, with two regiments committed. The
11lth Regiment continued under command 1 Brit Div with squadrons
supporting infantry brigades in the PPiesole sector direcctly
north of Florence. The 14th Regiment was under  conmand

8 Ind Div in the Pontassieve sector north of the Arno .River

(12 miles east of Florence). The 12th Regiment and brigade
services remained in roserve under command 1 Cdn Armd Bde. *
(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 1 Scp 44). 13 Corps was "“leaning"

X A more detailed description of the Gothic or "Green" Line
defences is given in Operations of British, Indian and
Dominion Forces in Ttaly, Pt III, Sec H, German Stratogy,
ﬂppx lIAII A :
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on the cnemy, while Eighth Army -was heavily engaged in the
sariatic sector ettempting to broak through into the Po Valley.
There was-no outstanding activity in eithcr of the two forward
regiments of 1 Cdn Armd Bde av this time. Contact with the
cnemy was, maintained by infantry patrnls. . Thc terrain north
and north-cast of Florcence was the worst which the Brigade had |
yet been thoough in the Ttcolian campaign, and, in additiom. the
ecnemy had carried out thorough demolitions from the Arne River
northwards,, : .

The villa-studded hills,. to the north of Floroncs,
mergs into.rugged mountains, which e¢xtend for some
Tifteen miles to break abruptly into the valley of
the Sieve., The few roads, skirted on one sidec by

- shcer cliffs and on the other by a prccipitous drop
to a narrow gusning mountain stream, wind hazardously
through the mountains.

' (History of the 1llth
Canadlian Armourcd Regiment,
Ps o) L

6. 0ften the infentey had to push on unsupported by tanks.
The latter, for the most part, had to be used in a counter-attack
rolec, taking offensivé action onlw when infantry required
determined machine gun nests neutralized. Tanks werc restricted
to roads aad in all scctors doployment for tactical manosuvros
was impossible. 11l Cdn armd Regt tanks werc on occasion sont

up to help the Royal Enginecrs removc trees that had becn felled
across the road and booby-trapped (Hist Sec file Italy: }944/

1 Cdn Armd Bde/C/D: Report on Cperations of 11 Cdn Armd HRegt,

23 Jul - 30 liov 44). On 2 Sop, H.2: 1 Cdn Armd 3de moved to

- harbour arca at Irancavilla to conform with the movc forward

of main 13 Corps Headqrartcrs. 12 Cdn Armd Regt also moved
forward to the Torre.a Cona area, where the rogiment concen-
trated and remained as 13 Corps reserve. (W.D., H.Q. 1l Cdn
Armd 3de, 2 Sep 44) e

i The assault which #ifth Army was now preparing to
deliver was the second punch of the two-handed attack planned
by General Alcxander upon the Gothic Line. Orders for the
over-all offensive issued on 16 Aug had given Eighth Army the |
predominant rolec in the opcning phases, and Fifth-Army hdd been
warned that it must be prepared to “launch an attack to break
through the enemy's positions on the axis floronce - Bologna,
using ‘15 and II Corps, as soon a2s the enemy's strongth in this
arca had been sufficiently weak%ened by withdrawals to mcet
Eighth Army's attack., Fifth Armmy must be rcady to launch its
attack at 24 hours' notice from D plus 5 of Eighth Army's
attack. (Operations of British, Indian and Dominion Forces in
Italy, Pt III, Sec A, Allicd Stratogy, Appx "C"-2, H.Q. A.A.T.
Opcration Order No. 3, 16 Aug 44), Fifth Army's attack would
thus be delivered between Routos 65 and 67 some timec after

30 Aug, with II Corps on the left striking the main blow and

13 Corps on the right in support. The ‘'start linc was the
River Arno from Florence castwards to Pontassieve and the -
objective Route 9 between 3ologna and Forli. (Ibid, p. 3).

13 Corps was to move north-cast across the Apennines by way of
the main roads Dicomano - Forli (Route No. 67) and Borgo S.
Lorenzo - Faenza. On the Eighth Army front 5 €Corps and 1 Cdn
Corps were to deliver a sweeping right hook from Rimini along
Via fmelia (Route 9), which was cxpeccted to forcc the enemy

to withdraw, leaving the mountain dcfences unmaanned. 13 Corps
expected neverthelcss to face mines and hecavy demolitions. (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bdée, 3 Sep 44)

8. By 6 Sep the cnemy was reported to bec withdrawing
slowly to enable his troops to take up their positions in the
Gothic Line in an orderly fashion. Considerable reshuffling
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was being carried out. 29 Pz Gr Div was disengaged west of
Florence and was moving to the Adriatic Coast in an attempt

to halt the Eighth Army. 26 Pz Div had left for the east on
the night 5/6 Sep, and had been replaced by 334 Div. Prisoners
from 334 Div taken on 6 Sep stated that the relief of their
positions by 305 Div - which from its position opposite

Eighth Army's left flank had been spread along the line in
front of 13 Corps' right - and their own relief of 26 Pz Div
had been very hurried and risky. When 334 Div left their
sector, north of the Prato Magno - the F.D.Ls. were left
vacant because the arrival of 305 Div was delayed. When 334
Div took over the new sector west of Florence they found the
F.D.Ls. vacated here also. Apparently 26 Pz Div in the rush
in the Adriatic could not wait for a proper rellef. Such
rush and confusion was evidence of the anxiety caused by Eighth
Army's advance towards the Po Valley. (Ibid)

9. On 7 Sep the enemy gave up the line of heights over-
looking Florence and continued his withdrawal to the north (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, September 1944: Appx 30, 13 Corps Int
Surmary No. 458, 8 Sep 44). By 9 Sep 356 Div had broken
contact with 1 Brit Div's sector and was believed to have
retreated across the Sieve River (see Map). 1l Brit Div and

11 Cdn Armd Regt prepared to move forward, establish a bridge-
head across che Sieve and then attack along "ARROW" Route (the
main rodd from Borgo S. Lorenzo through larradi to Faenza)
(W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 9 Sep 44). 8 Ind Div followed 715 Div's
retreat from M. Giovi (9479) fairly closely, but experienced the
greatest difficulty in getting tanks forward owing to the
difficult terrain, inadequate roads and numerous demolitions.

It was 11 Sep before it was possible to bring sufficient armour
forward to support a major attack across the Sieve (Hist Sec
file Italy: 1944/1 Cdn Armd Bde/C/D: Report on Operations of
14 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Jul - 30 Nov 44). Meanwhile HEighth Army
reported heavy opposition and counter-attacks; there had been
no gains on the Adriatic for five days. Poor weather and a
heavy concentration of enemy defences on dominating ground had
halted the drive. It now appeared that Fifth Army, including
153 Corps, would have to attack strongly to relieve gresaure on
Eighth Army. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 Sep 44)

10. At 0530 hours on 10 Sep, II U.S. Corps attacked with
the object of closing on the Gothic Line. 15 Corps conformed
to this attack by advancing, with no enemy opposition, towards
Borgo S. Lorenzo and the line of the River Sieve (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 13 Corps, 10 Sep 44) (see Map). During the 10th, day

& On O Sep General Alexander signalled that Eighth Army had
got definitely held up by the Coriano ridge and would take a
few days to prepare a proper attack on 1it.

For these reasons I have decided to unleash Fifth Army
who will now go ahead with their offensive in the centre.
The enemy forces there are as weak as we can ever expect
them to be and he is obligingly withdrawing from the
high ground north of Florence without serious resis-
tance, which saves us time and trouble. As soon as
Fifth Army have forced the enemy back to the Gothic Line
they will launch a full scale attack to break-through
and by that time I hope Eighth Army will be just about
ready for their attack on the Rimini positions and that
we shall be able to prevent Kesselring from shifting
reserves from one Army front to another by kecping up a
series of heavy blows by our two Armies in turn. The
weather has improved and I hope for a fine spell -
-another reason for launching I'ifth Army now.

(Operations of British, Indian
an o) ion forces n a

T ITT, Sec £, ATTTod STraty, 2
Nna
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patrols from 8 Ind Div and 1 Brit Div crossed the ‘Sieve practi-
cally unopposed and forward company positions were established
1000 yards beyond the river (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Sep 44)
By the following day it wes evident that the enemy had with-
drawn to the muin defences of the Gothic Line. Two troops of
"B" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt managed to join up with the forward"
infantry of 3 Inf Bde in Borgo S. Lorenzos: These forward
positions were overlooked by the main Gothic defences only 4000
yards to the north. By the end of the day "B" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd
Regt was reéported to be 2500 yards north .of Borgo S. Lorenzo

in close contact with the forward infantry (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd
Regt, 11 Sep 44). Some idea of the demolitions to be expected
on the roads through the Gothic Linc was given by the situation
at Dicomano and along the road from there to Vicchio. Every
exit from DICOMANO whether by road or by track was blown and
there were ten mines in the roads between there and VICCHIO"
(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps, 10 Sep 44).

THE BREACH OF THE GOTHIC LINE (9 - 18 SEP 44)

11. The plan for 135 Corps! attack on the Gothic Line itselfl
called for the initial assault to take place on 13 Sep. 1l Brit
Div supported by, 11 Cdn Armd Regt was to attack along and open
up "ARROW" Route (along the Marradi road). On the right 6 Armd
Div was using Route 67 as its axis. 8 Ind Div was ordered to
attack along the watershed between, and thereby outflank the
defences of the passes on either road. The Division would
attack on a one-brigade basis; 21 Ind Bde supported by "B" Sgn
14 Cdn Armd Regt would establish a bridgehead over the Sieve
River in the Vicchio area and push on to capture dominating
ground north-cast of that town. This 13 Corps off'ensive was to
be launched in conjunction with an attack on the Gothic defences
by II U.S. Corps to the left of 13 Corps (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, 12 Sep 44, and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps, 1l Sep 44). In
analysing the prospects facing 13 Corps in the battle, the Corps
Commander, Lt-Gen S.C. Kirkman, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., observed:

«esThe forthcoming operations are unlikely to develop
into a battle in anyway comparable to those which

this Corps has fought in the past. The enemy defences
on our front, formidable as they are in parts can be

of little use to him when he has not the men to man
them, and those he has are of indifferent quality.

(W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt,

September 1944: Personal

message from the Corps

Commander to all officers

of the rank of Lt-Col and

above, 12 Sep 44, Appx 8,
. paras 1-3)

In estimating the opposition likely to be faced the Corps
Commander noted that:

The Corps is opposed only by 715 Div, an indifferent
enemy division of seven inf bns, holding a front of-

2700 yds. Possibly 356 Div has.left behind two bns
to assist. Therc is also reason to believe that -
the enemy regards the Gothic Line only as a delaying
position, though there is no doubt that he will hold
it temporarily with such troops as he has available.

(Ibid)
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12. On 11 Sep the Fifth Army Commander decided that both
13 Corps-and II Corps had closed up sufficiently to the main
Gothic Line for the Army assault to begin (13 Corps in the
Mountains, op c¢it, Chap II, p. 20). Next day the main hcad-
quarters of I Can Armd Bde was moved to Fiesole. By 1430 hours
"B" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt, in support of 1 Mahrattas of 21 Ind
Inf Bde, were cstablished 30 yards north of the Sieve River,
1000 yards south of Vitigliano. Opposition was not heavy,
since the enemy had broken contact for most of the time during
his withdrawal from M. Giovi. The remaining two squadrons of
the 1l4th Regiment moved forward to the Vicchio area on the
southern bank of the Sieve, and prepared to act as close ,
support artillery. Meanwhile, "B" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt joined
the forward infantry of 3 Inf Bde and pushed slowly ahead with
1 Brit Div's advance. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 12 Sep 44)

13. On the night of 12 Sep Eighth Army re-opened its
attack on the Coriano Ridge, and in the early morning of the

. 13th Fifth Army began the assault of the main Gothic Line
positions. This marked the beginning of a week of the heaviest
fighting on both fronts that either Army had yct experienced.

On the #ifth Army front the main offensive by II Corps began
with a thrust to the east of the Florence =~ Bologna road -

(Route 65) vp the Fircnzuola road using the Glogo Pass. To
achieve surprise the II Corps attack was delivered with four
divisions through 13 Corps' own sector. 13 Corps was to apply
its main weight to assist II Corps and open the road through
Marradi. Initially the 13 Corps attack made little progress
against the fanatical resistance of 4 Para Div, but in the
centre of the Corps front 8 Ind Div advanced across the trackless
mountains and established positions on the watershed. (Allied

Strategy, op c¢it, p. 10)

14. 21 Ind Inf Bde, supported by "B" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt,
led the advance in the 8 Ind Inf Div's sector. "B" Sgn found
the terrain increasingly difficult, and finally was unable to
move further with the forward infantry of 21 Bde. The
1 Mahrattas drove through to capture the M. Veruca spur. In
this advance "B" Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt fired 400 rounds of high
explosives indirectly, which neutralized M.G. positions on the
dominating heights and allowed 1 Mahrattas to advance .practically
unmolested. At last light 1 Mahrattas and 3/15 Punjabis had
consolidated on M. Veruca and M. Citerna respectively. (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 13 Sep 44). In thc: scctor occupied by
.1 Brit Div, 66 Inf Bde moved through 3 Inf Bde at first light
on the 13th, and by 1000 hours had managed to get troops to
Campo di Prete, north of Ronta. "B" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt
supported the Brigade's advance in a manner similar to that of
the 14 Cdn Armd Regt squadron with the Indians. It assisted
2 R.S. to advance to M. Giuvigiana and consolidate positions
on the height without being subjected to harassing M.G. fire.
“C" Sgn 11 Cdn -Armd Regt, advancing to the area of Borgo S.
Lorenzo, drove north-east along "ARROW" Route towards M.

Carzolano. cummarizing the rcsults of the day's fighting,
the War Diary states:

During the day our troops had bumped the main.
GOTHIC LINE defences in almost all sectors on the
13 Corps front. Opposition was not as heavy as
had been anticipated owing to the thinning out of
enemy troops to hold 8 Army's advance in the
ADRIATIC sector.

(Ibid)
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The whole Corps situation was given as follows:

Tha _general picture is-an advance against moderate
opposition by 8 Ind Div in the centre, little
progress against heavy opposition by 1 Brit Div
on the left and active patrolling by 6 Brit Armd
Div on the right to test cnemy strength...

(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps,
13 Sep 44)

15. On the 1l4th moderate advances continued against ,
light opposition. In 1 Brit Div's sector "B" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd
Regt gave indirect fire in support of 66 Inf Bde as it advanced
to Montolano. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 14 Sep 44). On

the following day they continued to give artillery support in
neutralizing enemy M.G. nests as the infantry made a very diffi-
cult attaclk up the slopes of M. Paganino and M. Faggcta. By
last light "A" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd Regt had moved forward to a
concentration area at Borgo S. Lorenzo and was prcpared to
support 2 Inf Bde when it relicved 66 Inf Bde (Ibid, 15 Sep 44).
Meanwhile 8 Ind Div continued to push forward on the right.

1 Mahrattas took Le Scalleta; while 1/5 R.G.R. moved on towards
Femmina Morte - 8 Ind Div's final objective in this phase of

the battle (Ibid, 15 and 16 Sep 44). Throughout the advance so
far the enemy had time and again deserted highly defensible
positions. Many of these were extremely well prepared and
would have caused endless trouble had he chosen to defend them
morc stubbornly (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt,

21 Jul -~ 30 Nov 44). A 13 Corps Op Instruction issued on

15 Sep commented: '

‘There is now little doubt of our ability to break
through the enemy's line in the mountains as long
as he 1s not greatly reinforced. The difficulty
is to maintain our forces and to get forward
suppor ting arms.
: (W.D., G:S., H.Q. 13 Corps,
September 1944: Appx D.6,
13 Corps Op Instr No. 18,
15 Sep 44)

16 On 17 Sep 1 Cdn Armd Bde reccived word from 13 Corps
that approval had been granted for 11 and 14 Cdn Armd Regts to
withdraw all but one squadron from cach regiment, to permit
personnel to go to Rome and Florence on leave. "B" Sgn 14 Cdn
Armd Regt and "C" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt were assigned to continue
in support of 8 Ind Div and 1 Brit Div respectively. The
remainder of each regiment went into divisional reserve and was
placed on 72 hours'! notice for operation. A few weeks later
the Brigade War Diary reportcd that:

Everyone succeeded in getting at least one 7 day
leave plus a 48 hrs and where possible more...
This timely break was the first of any length and
with such facilities which this brigade had
enjoyed since leaving Zngland.

(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, 29 Sep 44)

12 Cdn Armd Regt remained in 13 Corps reserve and carried out
traffic control duties on 13 Corps routes.

17. On 18 Sep, troops of 8 Ind Div captured Femmina Morta
after fierce fighting. This height geve the Indians commanding
ground over the whole of the divisional sector. Its capture,
together with the Division's earlier successes and 1 Brit Div's
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winning of M. Faggeta, meant that the defences of the Casaglia
Pass on "ARROW" Route were now outflanked on cither side. On
the previous day (17 Sep) II Corps, after having been held for
four days by 4 Para Div, took M. Altuzzo (Q9098), and with it
the possession of the Giogo Fass (13 Corps in the Mountains,

Pe 25)0 On the right of the 13 Corps Iront, the leading
brigade of 6 Armd Div, after three days of protracted fighting,
had reached M. Peschiera (RO789), thrce milcs north of S.
Godenza, but was unable to make further headway towards clearing
the Muraglione Pass on Route 67. The Corps was now firmly
planted on the watershed, but the terrain that lay ahead was
just as difficult to contemplate as that over which fighting had
taken place so far. Instead of the steep slopes that charac-
terized the southern face of the Apennine barrier, the mountains
‘ran northwards in gradually descending spurs separated from each
othcr by the valleys of swift rivers draining into the Lombardy
" plains. Therc was little room for dcployment or manocuvre,

and Fifth Army's advance now became a fight for each successive
ridge, and '"cach feature as it was gained was found to be as
~much commanded by as it commanded tho next". (Ibid, p. 27)

18. In support of 1 Brit Div's advance 11l Cdn Armd Regt
scnt a recornaissance party forward along "ARROW" Route to seek
a road suitable for tanks. The task that lay ahead can be
appreciated from the following description of "ARROW"™ Route
(through Ronta, Crespino, Marradi, S. Adriano, Brisighella to
Faenza):

This was tortuous mountain road ideally suited to
demolitions of cvery sort and off-road going was
impossible to anything save lightly cquipped inf.
It was soon found that demolitions had been carried
out on & grand scale. Every bridgec was blown.
Overhanging rock faces had beon blasted down into
the road and corners where the road twisted around
a mountain face had been thrown down into the
valley below rendering the construction of Baileys
next to impossible. It showed cevery sign of being
an enormous job for the engincers and so it proved
to be. The encmy also left behind small lightly
equipped recarguards to harass the R.E. in their
work.
(Report on Opcrations of .
11 Cdn Armd Regt, 20 Jul =
30 Nov 44, para 8)

"c" Sgqn moved a troop forward to cover an R.E. party repairing
a road through Gattia Pass near Razzala, south-west of Casaglia
(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bdc, 18 and 19 Sep 44).

19. The advance continued on 1 Brit and 8 Ind Div sectors
against light enemy resistance (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps,

20 Sep 44). --The enemy had now withdrawn to M. Pollaio and M.
Finocchio. His position in the Apennines along Route 67 was
quickly becoming very vulnerablc. Eighth Army had advanced to
the outskirts of Rimini and the opening to the Lombardy plains
was close at hand. If a brecak-through on the Adriatic sector
were obtained, the threc mountain divisions between 13 Corps

and Eighth Army's main thrust would be entircly cut off. 1In
this sector only, the enemy began to disengagec and prepare to
evacuate the Apennine heights. On the left of 1 Brit Div,

IT U.S. Corps reported very little opposition and good progress.
85 U.3. Div had advanced to M. Frena only two miles south-east
of Firenzuola (L9006) and were thus half way through the
Apennine range to Bologna W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 20 Sop 44).
On 24 Sep 1 Div occupied Palazzuolo with 66 Inf Bde, and Marradi
with 2 Inf Bdc. On the same day 19 Ind Bde, brought up on
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the pight o widen 8 Ind Div's front, captured S. Benedetto in
Alpe, to join up with 6 Armd Div's delayed advance. (13 Corps
in the Mountains, .pp 29 - 30) ] . -

20. - Supply routes continued to be a constant difficulty.
Mountain roads and tracks had easily been made useless by two
or three we.l-placed demolitions every three or four miles.
Supplies and ammunition had to be carried forward by mule teams
to the advancing infantry. Tanks, and artillery were constantly
held up and on many occasions were of little use to the forward
companies. 1" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt and "C" Sqn 11 Cdn Armd
Regt were of course road bound, but they continued to cover the
R.E. working parties and to provide some artillery support to
the infantry. = One troop of #C" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt carried
out an infantry-cum-tank training scheme with a newly arrived
Jaipur Battalion of 8 Ind Div.X

21, By 24 Sep enemy opposition began to stiffen throughout
the 13 Corps! sector. This was due to an extensive enemy
reshuffle in which three fresh divisions were thrown into the
line in an attempt to check an advance which by this time had
carried our forward troops, at one point, to within 13 miles of
the Rimini - Bologna road.in 88 U.S. Div was reported to be
shelling this main road from positions on the left of 13 Corps
(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 24 and 25 Sep 44). The enemy on
the 13 Corps sector was deployed north of Marradi in an arc
covering "ARROW" Route from M. di Castelnuovo on the right, in
front of M. di Grizzano to M. Gamberaldi on the left (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 13 Corps, 26 Sep 44). _

22. After the loss of S. Benedetto, Marradi and Palazzuola
the enemy opposite 13 Corps held a strong double line .of natural
defences based upon the many mountain ridges between the water-
shed and Route 9. His front line, anchored on lI. Bataglia M0617),
ran south-east to M. Gamberaldi (east of Palazzuola) and thence

to Portico on Highway 67, north-east of S. Benedetto. It
included the strong positions of M. Cece, M. Romano and the
heights around Tredozio. Further north, and presenting as.great
a series of natural obstacles, was the strong Vena del Gesso
position from Tossignano, on the Firenzuola - Imola road, to
Brisighella, on the llarradi - Faenza route. There was little
doubt that the enemy was prepared to cling tenaciously to these
and many other positions of great strength. (13 Corps in the
Mountains, p. 31) -

25. It was now decided to change the axis of advance for
both 8 Ind Div and 1 Brit Div. In order to carry out the role
of right flank protection for II U.S. Corps, 1 Brit Div was to

L1}

x The 1 Cdn Armd Bde War Diary notes in passing that:

ssounlike {most} garrison troops this JAIPUR BN was
exceedingly eager to learn and picked up this new
type of training very quickly.

(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde,
23 Sep 44)

k& These enemy reinforcements consisted of 362 Div brought
from XIV Pz Corps in the west to cover Firenzuola; 44 Div
moved from LI Mtn Corps to protect the Firenzuola - Imola
road; and 3056 Div, which was now given the Dicomano -
Forli road as its responsibility (German Strategy, p. 7).
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movc north and along the Palazzuola - Castel Bolognese road,
which followed the course of the Senio River. This routec now
bocame “ARROW" Route and the main axis for 1 Brit Div. 8 Ind
Div took over the original 1 Brit Div axis (Marradi - Facnza)
which now became known as "SWORD'" Route. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn
Armd Bde, 25 Sep 44). On 22 Sep 8 Ind Div had rgported that
patrols sent out from Femmina ilorta had discovered a lateral
road from S. Bencdetto to Marradi (“"PLANET" Routc) linking
Route 67 with the former "ARROW" Route. It was dcecided that
17 Bde of 8 Ind Div should maintain right flank protection for
1 Brit Div, which- was moving through the Casaglia Pass, whilec
the remainder of the Division was to clcar Route 67 from

S. Godenza to S. Benedetto and follow this lateral road through
to Marradi. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 22 Scp 44). By

28 Sop 8 Ind Div had succeeded in clearing "PLANET" Route of
cnoemy .

24. On 25 Sep “C" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt, in their protcctive
rolc with 2 Inf Bde on the right of 1 Brit Div, engaged and
knocked out an enemy S.P. in the Marradi area, This was the
first direct offensive action that the tanks in this brigade
had been abla to carry out since the crossing of thc Sieve some
four woecks earlier. (W.D., HeQ. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 25 Sep 44).
Moanwhile "B" Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Regt propared to support 17 Ind
Bde of 8 Ind Div during their aossault on M. Grizzano. The
remainder of 11 Cdn Armd Regt was to move forward to the area
of Palazzuola when road conditions allowed track movement (Ibid,
28 and 29 Sep 44). The transport situation remaincd, howcver,
extremely difficult. Seventy-five per cent of the routes were
dirt tracks which with frequent rains wore becoming complectely
impassablc. As the 15 Corps War Diary obsorved:

If the progress made by the Corps‘be considored slow
it is rather the fault of nature than of tho cnemy.

(W.D., G.S., H.Q. 135 Corps,
3 N 26 Sep- 44) ,

- 25. On 30 Sep 1 Cdn Armd Bde was notified of revised plans
for the advance into the Po Vallcey by t'ifth U.S. Army. 88 U.S.
Div on II Corps' right had advanced rapidly along thc heights
of the watershcd between the Senio and Santerno Rivers, out-
stripping 1 Brit Div on 13 Corps!' left. The American Tormation
had occupied M. Battaglia on 27 Scp, and the forward positions of
IT Corps were some six miles nearer to the Lombardy plains than
werc thosc of 13 Corps at Palazzuola. It was decided that
Route 65 offered a better avenue of advance for II Corps than
the more restricted Firenzuola ~ Imola road. Route 65 bocame
the new II Corps axis, and the inter-corps boundary was shifted
wostwards to include the Firenzuola - Imola road to 13 Corpse.
A corresponding adjustment on 2 Oct moved 13 Corps! right
boundary with Eighth Army to "a linc parallel to and roughly one
milc cast of Route 67". (13 Corps in the Mountains, p. 34).
In order to strengthen 13 Uorps in 1ts new rcsponsibility along
the Imola axis, General Alcxander decided on 2 Oct to allot it
78 Inf Div, rccently returned from the Middle East, which had
boen intended for 5 Corps in Eighth Army (Allied Strategy, p. 13).
The main thrust of Fifth Army was thus now to be madc northward
towards Bologna instead of pushing to Imola in order to cut the
Via Amelia. 1l Brit Div was to replace 88 U.S. Div on the -left
of 13 Corps. Thus both 8 Ind Div and 1 Brit Div werc cventually
to have a brigade advancing on each main road: :

A policy of more or less 'loaning' on the enomy
was to bo carried out whilc the main divs struck out
for BOLOGNA directly along Route 65. Thus as the
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month.ss,closed it appeared as though the Brigade
may have a considerablg period of counter attack
roles and reserve duties.
('W-Do’ H.Q« 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, 30 Sep 44)

THE WINTER STALEMATE

26, 4lthough Fifth Army had now bitten deep into the
Apennines, it was becoming evident by early October that there
was little likelihood of an early break=through into.the Po°
Valley: i

The iniative remains with us, [but] the courses open
are largely dictated by the enomy. On this day for
instance progress was made in those places which the
- enemy had decided not to hold. At the core of his
resistance, namely, the arca S. MARTINO - M. ROMANO
and at the sides in the area N.E. of M. DI BUFALO
and around M. CECO the enemy showed no indication to
give ground.
(WeDey GeS.; HeQ. 15 Corps,
2 Oct 44)

27 . This became the familiar pattern of the days and wecks
and months of the struggle in the Apennines in the winter of

1944 -~ 45. < The enemy, aided by terrain ideally suited for
defence and by weather which madc mobile warfare virtually
impossible, fought a stubborn and, it must be admitted, courageous
rearguard action .through the Apennines. The Allied Forces
pressed on grimly and with unremitting determination throughout

a heartbreaking winter. Ahead lay almoat certain victory, but
how far ahecad and at what cost in toil and blood? The Commanding
General of the Fifth Army felt it necessary to warn his men
frankly of the situation which faced them:

Due .to the very material successes which the Allied
Forces have accomplished on all fronts during rccent
months, an impression has gained ground that the
war against Germany is practically won and will soon
be over. Although the ever-increasing Allied
superiority in troops, morale and material will
produce complete victory which we shall eventually
achieve, there is no substantial basis of assurance
that this total victory may not teke a considerable
time to achieve with a great deal of bitter and’
difficult fighting before hostilities cease.
Throughout the War the Germans have fought with
unvarying determination, and have employed every
means at their disposal to defcat us. They now
‘know that the Allies will accept nothing but
unconditional surrender with its consequent
disastrous effect on the Nazi military machine,
prestige and aspirations. Therefore, we may
assume that from now on the German Army and the
German pcople will fight with the ferocity of an
animal at bay which knows that it has no altsrna- .
tive but to stand and slug it out. We of the
Fifth Army have cncountered this form of fanatical
resistance during our recent break through of the
Aponnine position.
' (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt,
Octobor 1944: Appx II, Lt-=Gen
Mark V. Clark, Commanding
General, Message to Officers
and Men of the Fif'th Army,
o Oct 44)
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28. What had begun in Scptcmber as a gencral assault on
the Gothic Linc bocamc in October and succecding months a multi-
pronged probing action. Bach scparatc thrust sought tirclossly
. to forcc its way through one of the mountain passcs and to
locatc a wecak spot in tho oncmy's defence: wach bocame bogged
in more or less static warfarc. As tho Var Diary of 14 Cdn
Armd Regt obsurved:

Long torm pcrsistont mountain warfarc as opposcd to
sct-piecc attacks, involved much shifting of plans,
changing of prcssurc points from onc fcaturc to
anothor, as a wrestlor [tricsf onc hold and then
ancther to ovorcomec his opponcnte. Thus the dctailed
picturc changed slightly ocach day. '

(W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt,
13 Oct 44) '

29. By carly October ¢ach of the threc regimonts of 1 Cdn
Armd Bde worc committed to the support of one of the trans-
Apcnnine thrusts. ' 14 Cdn Armd Regt continued to fight with

8 Ind Div on .the right of 13 Corps. 1In late Scptember thoy

had taken over the former 1 Brit Div axis of advancc up "SWORDY
Routc (Marradi - Brisighella - Facnza) - down the valley of

the Lamone River. 11 Cdn Armd Rogt supported 1 Brit Div on
"ARROW" Route along the Senio (Marradi - Palazzuocla - Casola
Valscnio - Rivola to Routoc 9 at Castel Bolognesc). 12 Cdn

Armd Rcgt camé out of 13 Corps reserve on 3 Oct to support .
78 Brit Div on an axis of advance up "ACE" Routec, which followed
the course of the Santerno River (Fircenzuola = Castel del Rio -
to Route 9 at Imola). Each of tho throc campaigns is a scparatc
and distinct, yot in many rcspocts an almest idcocntical story.

In the following nerrative the oporations of cach rogiment during
the period 1 Oct = 31 Dcec will be dcalt with in turn,

-

14 CDN ARMD REGT () OCT - 31:DEC-44)

30. 17 Ind Bde was. the first formetion of 8 Ind Div to
rcach Marradi. Because of the cxtrome difficulty in moving
tanks across from the cld axis (Pontassicve - Forli), tank
support for 17 Ind Bdc was tcmporarily supplied by 11 Cdn

Armd Regt, who were alrcady in the Marradi arca working with

1 Brit Div. 8 Ind Div's intention now was to advance with one
brigadc moving up "SWORD" Route and with ono or both of the
remaining brigades meking a parallel thrust along the valley

of thoe Tramezzo to Modigliana. The divisionts objcetives wero
M. Romano on "SWORD" Routc, Abeto in tho centre, and Tredozio
on the right. The capturc of the last two placcs would give

€ Ind Div the use of the two roads to Modigliana. . (Report on
Opcrations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Jul - 30 Nov 44)

31. On 2 Oct "A" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt moved over to

Marradi and three days later “B" Sgn also harbourcd necarby at
BiTorco, * while "C" Sqn remained at Vicchio. It was the
intention once the M. Cavallaroc - M. Alto positions had been
cloarcd by 21 Bde, that onc aquadron would swing right, along

the S. Adrianc lateral, and support the advance to Modigliana (Ibid).
Unfortunatcly very hceavy rains set in which effcctivoly provented
the use of tanks. As thc 13 Corps vWar Diary observed at this
timo, "the weather reports from Air S.C. woerc rcmarkable for
their consisteney in forccasting rain and the consistency with
which thcir promiscs wore filled" (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 13 Corps,

8 Oct 44). As wcll as its effect on tank movement, the wcather
sericusly restricted the movemont of supplics and ammunition
from the rear area (Ibid, 11 Oct 44). On 10 Oct, 21 Ind Bde




@&

put in an attack on M. Casalino. The attack was unsuccessful
and the Indians suffcred very hcavy casualtios. With the cnomy
still cstablished on thesc fcaturcs, woerk could not be carricd
out on thc S. Adriano lateral without bringing down dcvastating
firoc. (Roport on Opcrations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Jul =

30 Nov 44)

- Y

SLw - " Tne cnocmy's stubborn rctontion of M. Casalino was not
only -blocking thc advance of 8 Ind Div, but was holding up progrcss
by 13 Cerps as a whele. 88 U.S. Div could not begin another
IT Corps offensive until 13 Corps had denc morc to clcar the
American right flank. = The 13 Corps Commander "again cmphasized
that no obstaclc that could possibly be¢ ovorcomnc should be
- allowed te prevent the Corps! mein purposc of giving protocction
and -support to the right flank of II Corps from boing fulfilled".
8 Ind Div was crdered to scize M. Casaline, and then, while
maintaining the momentum of its attack, to take as much ground
as possiblec to the north of the mcuntain beforc the cnemy should
have 2 chance to prepare a new defence linc. (13 Corps in tho
Mountains, p. 40). YAY and "B" Sqns 14 Cdn Armd Rogt romained
Tor somc days in the Marradi arca, unablc to support the
infantry duc to tho continued rain. On 17 Oct "AY Sgn monaged
to' got two trocps forward of Marradi and supportcd an attack by
17 Ind Bdc astride "SWORD" Routc and towards M. Casalino. . The
tanks brought down hecavy fire and silcnéed enemy M.Gs. and
mortars in S. Martino. Aftcer a bittcr fight the 3/8 Punjabis
wrcstod M. Casalinc from a stubborn German garrison who fought
until all but cight had bocomo casualtics. (Report on Opcrations
of 14 Cdn Armd Rcgt, 21 Jul - 30 Hov 44). On ct, after
putting in onc or two detormined counter-attacks the enemy bogan
to pull back. The rvgimental war diar? recorded hopefully, but
as it later proved, inaccuratcly, that 'the closing stages of
the long night of tank inactivity worc taking placo" (W.D.,
14 Cdn Armd Rogt, 22 Oct 44). On 23 Oct "A" Sgn advanced up
the axls as far as S. Adriono, whorc they encountercd numecrous
mincs and came undor shell fire. "B" Sgn followed, and on
rcachlng S. Adriano swung right alcng the latcral road. The
noxt day they were in position and bringing firc to becar on
M. Budrialto north=west cf Abcto. Thoy supported an attack
on the foature, which proved unsuccessful. On the morning
of 25 Oct two troops of M"A" Sgn moved up to S. Cassiano, whore
"they fired at targets in the M. Rigonzano area and remeincd
in a counter-attack role (Ibid, 25 Oct 44).

33. On 27 Oct the Fifth Army Cormandcr deccided to suspend
the offensive. Bad wcathor, cxhaustion and lack of men whereby
tc rcach his cbjcetives in the face of a well-placed and greatly
reinforced encmy had compellod this deeision., Bxceptionally
heavy rain had fallen from mid-Scptember throughout October,
dispelling all hope of the narrow and tortuous over-burdcned -
roads drying out beforc the:ice and snow of wintor claimed

them. Artillery support was hampered botn by lack of roads
along which guns coculd be moved, and by 2 shortage of ammuni-
tion. The cnemy, on the other hand, always holding the
advantage in rcar-line lateral communications, had becn able

tc incroase his resources in artillery, and his fire in
particular was causing the Amcricans heavy casualties. Allied
supcriority in air powor, which might have had .2 decisive cffcet
on the cnemy's roads and gun positions, was ncutralized by tho
bad wcather. The rate of sickness in Fifth Army incroased with
the dctoriorating weather, and, with the coxception of 78 Div,
the reinforcoment situation in II and 13 Corps was beconming
critical. A tromendous strain had been imposed on artillcry,
cngincers and infantry, who, apart 'from cccasional brief

brigado and battalion rcliefs, had fought for two and a half

months under coenditions of extreme hardship. (13 Corps in the
Mountains, p. 51)
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34. Fifth Army would hold at all cbsts the vital ground
that had been won.” II Corps had gaincd posscssion of tho
important M. Grando hcights, only five milos short of Routc 9.
This scetor would form a basc for a now offcnsive which the
Corps was to launch after 2 month's rost. Towards this cnd

13 Corps was ordercd tc give up tho scctor astridc Routc 67 to

2 Pol Corps, which had bcon oporating on Eighth Army's loft
flank in an attoempt to cloar cormunications towards Forli. At
the samo time 1 Brit Div would takc cver the M. Grando scctor
from II Corps, thoroby rclicving 88 U.S. Div for a much ncecded
period of rost and refitting. In general, 13 Corps' orders
wore to hold the ground that had been gaincd, takc advantage of
any furthcr cnemy withdrawal, press back the cnemy in conjuncticn
with the Polish Corps at the castern oend of the Corps front, and
provide its weary troops with whatcver rost was possible (Ibid,
pp 51, 52). The various relicfs that had been ordcored werc
effeceted botween 27 Oct and 12 Nov (Ibid, p. 52).

35 The Divisional plan for 8 Ind Div now was to exploit
up the main axis ("SWORD" Rcute) towards Facnza with 19 Ind Bdo
supported by "A" Sgn 14 Cdn Armd Regt a2s tho main striking
ferce. It was anticipated that the hoavicst oppssiticn would
be cnecountcred on this road, On the right scctor of tho
Division'!s front "B" Sqn was to support 17 Ind Bdc up the road
from Abcto and Tredozia, convorging on Modigliana. 21 Ind Bdc
werc to carry cut strong patrclling through the mountains lcft
of the main axis withcout tank support. ,0n 26 Oct "C" Sgn
rioved up from Viechio to Marradi, where thoy went into harbour
until such timec as thoy should bc ncuded (Ibid, 26 Oct 44).

A threo-brigadc aodvance continued for somc days with little
opportunity for action by the armour. Thore was much fog and
rain, both of which soriously hamporcd the usc of tanks (Ibid,
1 Nov 44), The advanco up "SWORD" Routec was chicfly an
infantry opceration, with "A" Sgn's tanks being hcld up by
domolitions scmotimes for days. "B" Sqn got rather morc
shooting. On the night 5/6 Nov thoy supported 1/5 Royal
Gurkha Rifles in an attack on M. lionsignano. Aftor a bittoer
fight in which both sidcs suffcred fairly heavy casualtics, the
Gurkhas werc forced to withdraw. The following night, howcver,
an R.G.R. patrol found tho positions unoccupicd, and at first
light on the 7th they cccupied a pcsition 1500 Yards forward of
thecir previous objective. Later that morning "B" Sgn tanks
started to bring firc to bcar on cobserved onony positions on

M. Pompegno« Next.day "B" Sgn fired 600 rounds of H.E. into
these same positions. (Ibid, 6 and 7 Nov 44)

36, The main divisional offensive was transferred on 8 Nov
from "SWORD" Route to the 17 Ind Bde sccetor in a drive directed
on Mcdigliana, which was to confurm with that of the Poles on
the right. Essential preliminarics tc the assault on Modigliana
werc accomplished on 9 Nov with the capture of M. Budrialto and
the destruction of the enemy pocket south-cast of La Villc. On .
10 Nov an organized attack was prc?arcd against Mcdigliana to

be lod by 17 Ind Bde -supported by "B" Sqn. Thc following day,
howover, the Lovat Sccocuts, working undcr Pol Corps on the right,
cntorcd Modigliana and found it clecar. The attack went in
notwithstanding, as there was at lcast one strongly hcld fcature
short of the town. At last light on the 1llth the advance was
halted by very heavy M.G. and S.P. firc from Mount S. Bartclo.
Tank firc was brought to bear on the cncmy positions and that
night 1/5 R.G.R. assaultéd the feature, only tv be thrown off
with heavy casualtics. Attacks launcheod on 12 and 13 Nov aiso
proved both costly and unsucccssful. (Ibid, 12, 13 Nov 44).
Our tanks continued to pound enory positions, and several dircet
hits were observed on encmy strongpoints. The following day,
after a bittor struggle, the Gurkhas succccded in cstablishing
themsolves on the feature and subscquently clcarcd it.
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37. That cvening patrols entered Modigliana and found

the bridges blown but the town itself uncccupied. Thore wore,
howecver, still a number of M.G. posts and snipers around the
rorth and east sides of the town. These were not finally
clcared until 18 Nov, when 1/5 R.G.R. and two troops of "B" Sgn
occupicd the town (Report on Operations of 14 Cdn Armd Regt,

21 Jul = 30 Nov 44), Thc following day "B" Sqn's romaIn%ng two
troops and /2 F,F.R. moved into Modigliana to prepare for the
next stage of the advance. Enemy shelling and mortaring, which
had been fairly heavy in the area, werc considerably lessened when
our cwn counter-mertar fire came into play. On the 20th
reconnaissances weroc carried out for tank crossings over the
Marzeno River. Two possible crossings were found. These
rcquircd some preliminary work, but our troops werc able to
creoss by the following day. They quickly joincd F.F.R« and
immediately engaged the cnemy positions about 1000 yards due
ncrth of the town, (Ibid). No further advance was made on
the 17 Ind Bde sector until 25 Nov, whon the two troops of

"B" Sgn with the F.F.R. advanced on M. Pruncto. On tho
following day at 0800 hours an assault was launched against tho
. feature heavily supported by tank fire. Severc casualties were
inflicted, and the infantry succeeded in gaining a foothold on
the hill, but not in clcaring it. Thot night there was heavy
rain followed by mist of which the encmy took advantage. Tho
continued advance of EBighth Army had dccided him to mako a
further withdrawal, and he now pulled back all along the 8 Ind
Div front lcaving M. Pruncto and other featurcs to be occupicd
by owr forces (Ibid). ¢

-' 158

8. Thc divisional front was now narrowing considorably
becausc of the convergence of Fifth and Z£ighth Armies. As it
bocame incrcasingly clear that there would bec a long period of
static warfarc, the Commandor 13 Corps docided on 16 Nov to
rogroup his forcos in order that all infontry in tho Corps should
spend an cqual time in thc linec. Six days later thesc changos
worc comploted, and the Corps was dispcosed from right .to left

os follows: 8 Ind Div had 17 Bde in thc Modigliana scctor,

19 Bdc astride tho Faenza road, and 21 Bde on cither side of

the Castel Bolognose road. Along "ACE"Route 6 Armd Div was
disposcd north of Fontanclice, in the Acqua Salata arca.

78 Inf Div held a front from M. dell' Acqua Salata north-westwards
to the lower slopes of M. Grande. 1 Brit Div had brigades on

M. Grandc and tho ncighbouring . il Ccrcrc. (13 Corps in theo
Mountains, pp 55, 56)

39, On 28 Nov, 17 Ind Bdc, which was thc right brigadc of
the Fifth Army, was withdrawn from the linc and "B" Sgn was sent
back to Modigliana to rest. During this pcriod "A" Sgn, which ..
was with 19 Bde on "SWORD" Route, had been largely inactive, -

and on 29 Nov it was pulled back to join "C" Sqn, now in the

area of S. Martino. Thus the end of Novomber found all three
squadrons temporarily out of the linc. (Ibid). 14 Cdn Armd

Regt, as its War Diary cobserved, was now Iiterally "ombedded
in the Apennincs". 2

From the highest forward pcsitions it was possible
to scc the blank pall of mists which denoted the

PO Vallcy... whilo admin and supply sqns at CASAGLIA
were nearcr to FLORENCE than tho BOLOGNA polC.e.
Thus it was a day's travel from onc ond of the
Rogiment to the other, though if the traveller were
besct by an extravagance of rain and provost
restrictions he might slccp the night cn routec.

(#.D., 14 Cdn Armd Rogt,
1 Decc 44)
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Extonsive roconnaissances worc made in succccding days of both
"SWORD'" and "ARROW" Routes, but all rcports indicated numcrous
demolitions and little possibility of furthor progress without
extcnsive bridging. The cngincors undortook to lay "tankable
bridges" on "SWORD" Routc as far as Fognano. . (Ibid, 4 Dcc 4<4)

40. - Mocanwhilec all squadrons tcck advantage of the lull to
overhaul their tanks. Other pcacenble activitics filled tho
days. Thoere wcrc lccturcs of goneral intorcst; a rchabilitation
survey by the Padre; a limitcd number of leaves were granted to
the threo-day University Coursc at Florence, A somblance of
barrack life crept back into the lifc of the unit, with the
morning inspcetion of billets, paradcs and trhining loccturcs.

The prospect of carly action diminishcd stcadily. Thc advanco
of thc ‘Poles through Brisighella north-west to the ridge beyond
cut out all scctors ocxccopt that of 21 Ind Bdc. For 8 Ind Div
the prospcct was a scrics of shifting moves north-west to kcop
within "the shrinking half mcon of frontage". "But for tho
tanks', obsorved tho 14 Cdn Armd fogt Diary, "who could move
ncithor forward nor sideways or in thc casc of "B" Sqn backwards
either, the prospoct was obscurc". (Ibid, 6 Doc 44)

4]1. It rcmeincd now only to acknowlcdge the incovitable.
On 8 Dec the Regimontal War Diary rccorded in fatalistic tone:

Both weathor and cvonts had by this time onded
ancthor soction in the Regimont's story. First
mountains had held tanks to tho roads. Once we

had bogun to branch cut the rains gave little

pause beforc binding us to the roads oncc more.
Swollen ané cven torrcntial streams washod away

the endeavours of the sappsrs who attemptcd to bridgo
the .demolitions. Mired roads delayed the arrival
of bridging oquipment. Thus by the time tanks
arrived at any given point, targets had alrcady
rcecded from range., This would have been cnough to
cope with in a straight advanec up the main highway.
But now thc 8th Army was crowding aceross our right
flank (Modigliona) then centre (Brisighclla) and
finelly left flank, (San Cassiano 1718) ([sic] and to
rcach the cnoemy we would have had to cut North-West
into the mcuntains-and bare -escarpments. This wc
conld not do, despitu rceees from Fognano 1815 to
Zattaglia 1517. Our uscfulncss to 8th Indian
Division was cndod.

(Ibid, 8 Doc 44)

42. Throughout Dccember, 21 Ind Bde continued to crecp
through Zattaglia and Casola Valsonio. The westerly advance
of 2 Pol Corps once more narrowed the 8 Ind Div front, which
by 17 Dec was held by 17 Ind Bdec alone. (13 Corps in the
Mountains, p. 59). Two days beforc Christmas the Prigado
occupled the M. Tondo - M. Volpe ridge to the right of "ARROW"
Route, whilc on the left they pushcd up to, but not on to, the
Gesso cscappment (Ibid). But none of thesc actions involved
14 Cdn Armd Rcgt. ~ For practical purposcs the limit of the

rcgiment's operaticns in this campaign was Modigliana - San
Cassiano.

43, It was the intention of the Commanding Officer, Lt~Col
C.A. Richardson, to concontrate as much of tho rcgimont as
possible at Marradi Station. This plan had been delayed for
some e¢lght days, since it was nccessary to await vacancies in
that arca. Bridges werc finally complotcd on YARROW" and

"SWORD" Routcs, allowing an exudus of cother units from tho
S. Martino locality.
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On 10 Dec "C" Sqn moved from the Station to a
nearby mansion, R.H.Q. moved from MARRADI to the
station, and supply Sqn moved from Casaglia to -
MARRADI. From R.H.Q. (135053) "A" and "C" Sgns
were five minutes walking distance, Supply Sgn at
MARRADI a 20 minutes drive, "B" Sqn 235100 and
Admin Sqn CASAGLIA a 1 to 2 hrs drive depending
on the weather.- ¢

(#.D. 14 Cdn Armd Regt,
10 Dec 44)

44, The regiment, completely in a static rcle, now set
about making itself as comfortable as circumstances would
permit:

With the approach of Xmas and the advent of cold
weather, considerable efforts were made by all ranks
to arrange comfortable quarters. Stoves were manu-
factured by fitters in wholcssle lots for use in

rooms without fireplaces, a charger was obtained for
lighting purposes, ovens were installed for baking,
recreation halls found, repaired, heated and decorated,
Mess halls furnished by tablos made by the carpenter,

a cinema screen improvised in "A" Sgns "auditorium".

In two or three days artistry, ingenuity and
practicability turned what might have been a collection
of dreary billets into a warm and social community. .
To date this harbour represented the peak of refine-
ment in the laudable and growing habit of living

pleasantly rather than unpleasantly. It is construc-
tive, self-cntertaining, and produces individual pride
in the unit's appearance. Thus after nincteen

months out from England, natural nostalgia did not
prevent the Regiment being as happy as, and perhaps
happier than, it had ever been before: and this
without any deterioration in discipline.

(Ibid, 12 Dec 44)

45, On 14 Dec, four tanks were moved to A.D.R. (Armoured
Delivery Regiment) (near Borgo S. Lorcnzo) to be exchanged for
17-pr and 105-mm radial Shermans (i.e. Shermans Mk IC and Mk IB
respectively) X It was intended as new cquipment became
avallable to re-equip the entire regiment. 14 Cdn Armd Regt was
to get twelve 17-pr, six 105-mm and approximately thirty-four
76-mm (}Mk IA) Shermans, all with radial engines. To minimize
the dislocation which would inevitably accompany this change-over
it was arranged to substitute only a few tanks at a time. As
soon as a crew picked up a new tank it was to drive the vehicle
to a new DBrigade school near Borgo S. Lorenzo (at S. Agata 871925)
to take a three-day gunnery and range course before returning to
the regiment with the new tank. Grouping and use of the new
weapons was to be initially a matter of individual squadron
experimentation. (Ibid, 14 Dec 44). A rcogimental N.C.Os.!
school was established at Biforco on 18 Dec.

46 . The capture of M. della Volpe on 23 Dec was the final
operation of 8 Ind Div on the 13 Corps front. Before the
division could make further progress the threat of a German
counter-offensive on the west coast of Italy caused Fifth Army

b4 1l Cdn Armd Bde Order of Battle (1 Doc 44) includes' "A" Sgn
25 Cdn Armd Del Regt (Elgin Regt) (W.D., 1 Cdn Armd Bde,
December, 1944). Presumably this i1s the- A.D.R. referrecd
to. :See para 58. o gy '
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| to regroup its forccs. 8 Ind Div, lcss onc brigado, was placed
undor dircct command of Fifth Army, and rcosponsibility of its
scetor passed to 17 Ind Bdc. The division was ordered to move
to Lucca on 24 = 25 Dcc, and 14 Cdn Armd Regt rcmained with

17 -Ind Bdcs The regimental war diary notod that this action

esescvered all but a thread of our 9 months
association with the Indians... The rclationship
between Indian infantry and Canadian tanks was
throughout unmarrcd by faillurcs or diffcronces, and
this unusual partnership will hold & pormancent and
high place in the annals of thc rcgiment.

(Ibid, 23 Dcc 44)

47. Christmas proved to bc onc of thc happiest days the

" regiment had spent in Italy. Carcful planning and storing
away of supplics madc it possible for all ranks to cat and
drink "to tk. point of surfeit" (Ibid, 25 Decc 44). On 26.Doc
the Commanding Officecr attended a confercnce called by the
Brigadc Commander to discuss withdrawing the unit for rest,
refitting and training (Ibid, 24 and 26 Dcc 44). On his roturn
he reported that the rcgiment was to move to a rost area at S.
Donato, eight miles south-sast of Florence, wherc 14 Cdn Armd
Regt would be responsible for the organization of a Corps Recce
School. Therc was also the welcome announccment that arrange-~
ments had been completed for 100 mon and ten officers per week
to proceed on lcave to both Rome and Florcnce until 12 Jan 45.

48. On 27 Dcc a message was received from 1 Cdn Armd Bde
ordering the advance party to lcave for the new arca the next
day, with the remainder of the regiment to move on 29 and 30 Doc.
The move is described as "one of the most prolonged, difficult
and dangerous moves this regiment has ever oxporicnced = the
actual test of paticnce and cndurance which ensued was ncver
anticipated" (Ibid, 30 Dec 44). At 0200 hours 30 Dce, "A" Sgn
pulled out along rutted, frozen and glazed roads towards Borgo

S. Lorcnzo. The stecol tracks, despitec the 30=-ton weight they
carricd, recfused to grip on thc glazod surfaces, and rcvolved
without the tanks moving morc than inches.  The truc distance

to Borgo S. Lorenzo was 18 milcs; track spccdomoters averaged

65 to 70 milcs. The journcy took 17 hours - a working convoy
spced of just one mile por ‘hour. Onc of the regimental officers
gave this graphic description of the trip:

As the sun went down and crcws stood by to move, a
bank of jagged clouds came up in the west. We were
afraid the weather wouldn't hold. But once the
tanks started it wasn't the broken moonlight that
harricd them. It was the driving wind. And tho
ice, which lay likc a shoot over the mountain road.

At first only one or two of each crew walked in

front of the tanks as guides. Soon all were walking
except the drivers -~ trudging bohind the recar exhaust
for warmth. ;

By morning the last tank had gone a mere five miles.
Daylight brought snow, swirling across tho heights
to blind- drivers and make the road more dangerous.

Those walking would suddenly stop and-hold thoir
brecath while tons of stocl - with a man inside =~
slid ponderously, helplessly towards a 300-foot
drop. It always gathercd speed as it wenb, like
loosc -wreckage on a ship's deck. But something
always held at the last sccond. A frail bank eof
frozen mud, a little gravel to grip the tracks, an
accidental rock. Then cveryonce would give a low
whistle of rclief and walk on.
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At the pass, the highway becémc, troachery itsclf,

- Enveloped in constant wind and snow, the road became
worse with cach hour. Horc the commanding officor
organizcd all labor in the area to rcpair shouldors
‘and spread crushed rock before sach tank. -

" For the convoy commender ... the descent held another
problem. Evcn in low gcar, machines werc uncon=-
t ollable, skidding not only sidcways but forward as
wcll. ‘ /

After an 18-mile trip, spccdomoters rcgistorcd
70 milcs. In other words, for cvery foot tanks moved
forward, thoy slippod & yard.

If “theroc was any grumbling, T didn't hecar it. Evon
after o gale had cut through great-coat and -leather
jorkin for 10 hours, somc mct you with a smile or a
wisc crackKe.. '

At the cnd of the mountain road they were all grinning.
And why not? Only the men who had fought for 17 hours
could appreciate the Shangri-laian vista of sunny flats
and still-grecen vegetation beforc them a&s this strange
caravan of frozen stcecl wended its way out of the land
of storms. ' :
(W-Do, H.Q. 14 Cdn Arind Regt,
January 1945: Appx 10,
Extract from "The laple Leaf',
16 Jan 45, Article.by Licut
P.S. Millar, 14 Cdn Armd Regt)

49. Tho move to S. Donato was complcted without casualty

of any kind. The only damage to cquipment was a broken stub
shaft. In a lettor to the Comuianding Officer of the 14 Cdn Armd
Rogt, commenting on the succcssful complotion of the operation,
Brigadier W.C. Murphy, D.S.0., BE.D., wrotec:

I considor thc foat of your rogimont onc of the fincst
it has performed, and I bear in mind in saying so the
most outstanding work which 1t has performed in the

facc of the ¢nemy from SICILY to tho Northorn APENNINES.

(W.D. 14 Cdn Armd Rogt,
January 1945, Appx 10)

50. The morning of the 3lst was bright and fresh - "as an
awakening from a bad drcam™ (W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Rogt, 31 Dec 44).
Those¢ who had arrived in the dark now saw a rest harbour of many
possibilitics, including th¢ prospect of rcascnable accommodation.
From the surrounding hills they could see the tower and dome of
Florcnce lying like a fairy town in the distant valley. (Ibid)

11 CDN ARMD REGT (1 OCT - 31 DEC 44)

51, As we-havé seen, in late Scptember "ARROW" Route had
been switched to the left and now ran through Marradi - iPalazzuolo -
Cascla Valscnio - Rioclo to Routc 9 at Castel Bolognese. 11 Cdn
Armd Regt was to continue to support 1 Brit Div in an advance up
this ncw axis. Duc to the cxtreme difficulty cxpericnccd by

14 Cdn Armd Regt in moving tanks to support 17 Ind Bde (of 8 Ind
Div) in its drive up "SHORD" Routc forward of lerradi, 11 Cdn
Armd Regt suppliod 17 Ind Bde for a time with two troops of

"C" Sqn. The othor two trocps of "C" Sqn moved to Palazzuola
in order to be able to support 3 Inf Bde on its advance along
"ARROW" Routcs (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 Oct 44). By 30 Sep
the 17 Ind Bde advance up "SWORD" Route had reachcd Popolano.



Here one troop of "C" Sgn 11 Cdn Armd Regt went forward to act

as an 0.P. for the other, which was bringing fire to bear on

the enemy positions on M. Romano. The forward troop came on

an enemy patrol at a bridge near S. Adriano, engaged them and
drove them off. ° The tanks then went back and brought up
infantry, who removed the charges which had been set in the
bridge. Later in the day this troop came under hesavy shell

fire and had to withdraw to Popolano. One tank received a

direct hit by an H.E. shell and had to be evacuated. The

advance was now halted on this route and little progress was

mede for about a fortnight. The enemy had the road completely
covered from the mountains on both sides of it and any movement
brought down devastating shell firec. For the moment the tanks
were no longer required on "SWORD" Routc and so they pulled back
into Marradi. (Report on Opcrations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Jul -
30 Nov 44)

S52. Orn 2 Oct 1 Brit Div tock over the right hand sector of
the 88 U.S. Div front as the latter eased over to the left (see
para 25). The relief took place at Castagno and tanks of

11 Cdn Armd Regt moved up to join 1 Brit Div there the following
day (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 3 Oct 44). The advance continued
slowly up the new "ARROW" Routec. On 4 Oct one troop of tanks
moved up to Mercatale to support the infantry in an unsuccessful
attack on M. Cece¥, This mountain dominates the road in the
Senlo valley down which 3 Inf Bde was advancing, and its capture
was thus esscntial., Successive attacks wore put in by 3 Bde

on the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th with the same negative result.

The feature was held by about two companies of enemy infantry
who scemed to have inexhaustible supplies of ammunition. Heavy
rain had fallen which made it impossible for the tanks to leave
the road. (Report on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Jul -

30 Nov 44). = On 8 Oct another attack was lounched and this time
five platoons succeeded in romaining on the foature. Before
sundown they had been reinforced and were firmly dug in. The
taking of M. Cece cost 3 Inf Bde approximately thirty per cent
casualties (Ibid). One of our tanks had been knocked out by
A.P. from an S.P, gun and another by a direct hit from an H.E.
shell, Five more tanks were scnt up to roinforce them, but one
of thesec was knocked out by H.E. on the way. During the next
few days the infantry on M. Cece repolled secveral severe counter-
attacks, while the tanks continued to support thom and to exchange
firec with cnemy S.P. guns. Shelling was fairly heavy on both
sides though our own artillery was scriously rcstricted in its
cxponditure of ammunition becausc of the oxtreme difficulty of
transporteation. The enemy eventually withdrow and protected his
retreat by blowing two bridges. Replacemecnt work was started on
these at once and carried on under intermittent shelling. The
new bridgecs were completed by 23 Oct but were not yet strong
enough for tanks (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Oct 44). The
infantry went ahecad with their lightor vehicles, however, and the
cnemy pulled back to about two miles south of Casola Valsenio,

in what proved to be a gencral cncmy rotreat of an average
distancc of one mile along the cntire 1 Brit Div sector. (Ibid
24 Oct 44). On the 26th the bridges wore ready for the tanks,
which now pushecd on as far as Baffadi, where they were again
halted by a blown bridge (Report on Operations of 1l Cdn Armd
Regt, 23 Jul - 30 Nov 44)

53. 1 Brit Div now had two brigades up with 3 Inf Bde on
the right and 66 Inf Bde on the left of the axis. On 28 Oct

2 Inf Bde began rclicving 66 Bdc and the latter started pulling
back to Borgoe S. Lorenzo. (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 28 Oct 44).
At this timc hcavy rains causcd the Senio River to flood and a
bridge at 076125 was damagcd. Continucd floods hampored the
engineers in their rcpair work with the result that 2 Bde did

& In British and American rcports this is spelled M. Ccco.




not complete the relief of 66 Bde until 31 0ct (Re ort on
EE;. That-
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Operations of 11 Cdn irmd Regt, 23 Jul = 30 Nov 5
evening word was receivod that 1 Brit Div was 'tc rclieve 88 U.S.
Div on M. Grande. The latter were te¢ pull back and 1 Brié Div
was to hold the ground until such time as the Americans attackod
through -them towards Route 9 and Bologna. ' The positions to the
right: of "ARROW"™ Route werc to be taken over by a brigade of

8 Ind Div {(this relief was complcted by 2.Nov), and the left
sector by elements of 6 Brit Armd Div (complcted 4 Nov). The
"rolief of 8¢ U.S. Div was -completed on the 8th (Ibid).

54. On that day "A" Sgn sent eleven complete crows to take
over cight American tanks and - threc M~18 Tank Destroyers (76-mm)
on Me Grande (W.D., 1l Cdn irmd Rogt, 8 Nov 44). Thls was dono
because it was considorcd impossible either to move the U.S.
tanks out or to move ours in, a fact which is in itself a
sufficient commontary on the prospects for mobile warfarec in the
cnsuing campaignl On the 9th "B" 3qn sent four crows to man four
more U.S. tanks at a road block at 008262. Most of thesc tanks
proved to be "dead" and could not have been moved even if tho
ground had permitted. (Roport on Operations of 11 Cdn Armd Regt,
23 Jul - 30 Hov 44). or soveral succeeding days ers was
little activity on the divisional front cxcept for artillery and
mortar cxchanges and active patrolling in the 2 Bde sector (W.D.,
11 Cdn 4Armd Regt, 11 Nov 44). ig" 8Sgn, which had becn '
continuously in action for almost two months, now moved back into
rcserve in the arca of Ronta and sent a large number of personnel
on lcave to ‘Florence. (Ibid) '

55. .. On the night of 15 Nov eight "B" Sgn tanks were oved

up to the divisiocnal Gun Linc and took up, positions in area 9726 . -
(about six miles north-woest of Castel del Rio) (Ibid, 15 Nov 44)%.
They were to be used to -"thickon up" the Tire of the artillery.:. .
who continued to have great difficulty in bringing forward
sufficicnt ammunition. The tasks wore lired at ranges of from.
8000 to 11,000 yards and in order to get sufficicnt clevation on
the guns it was nccessary to tilt the tanks by rumning thcir noses
up on thc banks (Report on Opserations of 11l Cdn Armd Regt, 23 Jul -
30 Nov 44). On ov "B" Sqn sont four additional tanks up to .
the Gun Linec to supplement the artillery (Ibid).

56 Therc was now.little or no day-to-day change in the

11 Cdn Armd Rogt positions. The tanks in the Gun Linc were oengaged
in long range indirect firing, while those on M., Grande were in a
defensive role and fired no tasks. Since they were in an
cxtremely exposed position, thc latter were subjccted to almost
continuous sniping, M.G. and nortar fire. The men could not so
much as put their heads outside their tanks during hours of
daylight, and at night they wcre still subject to mortaring end .
M.G. firc on fixed lines. Nearly all the batteries were decad,
and conscquently there was no wircless communication. When

-4 man was wounded it was impossible to get word out until night-
fall. ~[ITbhid)s Some of these tanks werce in much more hazardous
positions than. others and, bacause of the nervous strain, tho
crews were switched around c¢very fourth night. Every sixth
night two new crews werc taken up and two brought back. The
regimental war diary records that, "two crews that went back to
Borgo S. Lorenzo after being forwdrd for twenty .consceutive days
and nights in their tanks said it was the toughost time -thoy

had ever experienced". (W.D., Il Cdn Armd Regt, 24 Nov 44).

On the night 28/29 Nov the cnemy made a two-company attack on

a 66 Bdc position on M. Castcllanc and overran two compenics’ of
the Royal Scots. The attacking force killed or captured aboutb.
fifty nmen and succecded in rcmaining on the featurc, a-succoss
which did not make the position of the tanks on'i. Grande any
casicr. The situation - was now statiec -and seccmed likely to
rcmain so for some time. (Report on Oporations of. 11 Odn“irmd
Regt, 23 Jul - 30 Nov 44) '
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57+ The general policy during December on the 1 Brit Div
front was to "lean"” on the enemy until an attack ¢ould be
launched by 78 Brit Div, 6 Brit Armd Div and II U.S. Corps in
conjunction with Eighth Army II U.S. Corps was on seven days'
notice for the attack (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 15 Dec 4L4). The
three squadrons of 11 Cdn Armd Regt were now disposed as .follows:
"A" Sqn continued the monotonous nerve-racking task of sitting

in their tanks north of M. Grande. "B" Sqn, north-west of
Castel del Rio, continued to fire with eight tanks at enemy
targets. The crews of these tanks were fairly comfortable, as

they had made deep dugouts underneath the tanks and banked -a
layer of earth, shell-casings and sandbags round the tanks. (Ibid,

22 Dec 44). "™C' Sqn at 944943, in reserve, near Ronta, had
done a great deal of work on their harbour area and wera very
comfortable in their new quarters (Ibid, 1 Dec L44). On the

divisional fronts activity was confined to patrols and to
occasional exchange of shell and mortar fire, while the infantry
carried out 'attalion reliefs. With the heavy rains, the roads
continued to deteriorate and traffic had to be very carefully
restricted. The foundations of a number of bridges were in need
of repair, but such work could not be undertaken until the rain
had stopped for at least 24 to 36 hours, in order that the ground
might drain.

58, On 4 Dec 19 Ind Inf Bdé came under command of 1 Brit
Div and 3/8 Punjabis moved forward to relieve 1 Loyals of 2 Brit
Inf Bde. By 6 Dec the weather had turned very foggy, with the
result that "B" Sgn was unable to shoot, while "A"™ Sqn and the
forward infantry had to stand-tc for the greater part of the day.
The whole divisional front was extremely quiet, the only action
consisting of very limited patrolling. On 7 Dec one crew from
each of "A" and "B" Sgns and two crews from "C" Sgn went to "A"
Sqn 25 Cdn Armd Del Regt and took over four new Sherman tanks
equipped with 17-pr guns. Crews reported that although there was
not as much room in the turret, they were very happy to have this
new gun in the tanks, since it was more effective against enemy
tanks at 2000 and 3500 yards than the 75-mm gun. The crews with
their new tanks proceeded to the Brigade Gunnery School for
training. (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 7 Dec 44). On 9 Dec thirty
men were lent from the regiment to work as pioneers for 1 Brit Div
to assist in the maintenance of roads. A number of landslides of
various sizes had occurred which were partially or completely
blocking roads (Ibid, 8, 9 Dec 44). On 10 Dec 2 Brit Inf Bde
took over command of 3 Brit Inf Bde sector. Enemy patrols and
raids became somewhat more frequent on 12 Dec and on the following
day 37 enemy dead were counted from F.D.Ls. as a result of
ogerations the previous day and evening (Ibid, 13 Dec 44). On
Dec two crews from each squadron took over from "A" Sqn
.26 Cdn Armd Del Regt six more new Shermans equipped with 105-mm
guns (Ibid, 16 Dec 44).

59. On 17 Dec 66 Brit Inf Bde took over the 2 Brit Inf Bde
sector and 3 Brit Inf Bde began its relief of 19 Ind Inf Bde.

On 23 Dec 19 Ind Inf Bde passed back under command 8 Ind Inf Div
in a new re-grouping move. The entire divisional front continued
to be very quiet until the end of the month. Christmas found
troops of "A" and "B" Sqns spending a very cold time in their
tanks, their second successive Christmas in action; the eleven
crews from “A" Sqn were particularly uncomfortable, as they

were hardly allowed to move even to keep warm. The unit war
diary notes "as a matter of interest” that "their opponents

this Christmas were the same as a year ago, namely, 'Maj-Gen
Heidrich's Green Devils of 1 Para Div'". fIbid 25 Dec 44).

The remainder of the regiment, however, spent a very happy
Christmas in the vicinity of Ronta. On 29 Dec battalion
reliefs were carried out by 36 Brit Inf Bde of 37 Brit Div.

This brigade was now under command 1 Brit Div. On the south
gector of the divisional fronts there was increased enemy M.G.,



mortar and artillery fire. On 30 Dec "C" Sqn, in reserve at
Ronta, provided tca all day and rcfuelled the vechicles of 14 Cdn
Armd Regt who were making their hazardous trek to Florence (Tbid,
30 Ded 44 ). -

12 CDN ARMD REGT (1 OCT - 31 DEC 44)

60. 12 Cdn Armd .Regt had becn in 13 Corps rescrve from

7 Aug to 3 Oct 44. On the latter date, while harboured in the
Quintole arca, the rcgiment received a warning ordor that

78 Brit Div was to rolieve 88 U.S. Div in the Castel del Rio
aroa and that 12 Cdn Armd Rcgt was to pass under command of tho
former division (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 3 Oct 44). Highway 66,
covered by 4 Para Div, which had becn badly mauled on the Gothic
defences, was considered a relatively weak spot in thoe cnomy
line. Conscquently II U.S. Corps (comprising 85, -88, 34 and

91 U.S. Divs) was to shift west and thrust along this road (secc
para 25). IMeanwhile 78 Brit Div supported by 12 Cdn Armd Regt
was to replace 88 U.S. Div and to "lcan” on the enemy. (Ibid,

3 Oct 44)

61. On 5 Oct, extensive rcconnaissances were carried out
for a forward concentration areca for the rogiment at Scarpcria
(Report on Onerations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 7 Aug - 15 Dec 44).
Thc reconnaissance party reported that the roads were “"terrible"
and harbour space “extremely scarce” (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Rogt,

5 Oct 44). As only onc squadron was wanted at the momont,

“"C" Sgn was chosen to go forward, and on 6 Oct they began to move
to an arca north of Scarpcria. On 7 Oct onc troop of "C" Sgn
rcached Castel del Rio to support 2 Inniskillings of 78 Brit Div.
Mmeanwhile on.the 9th the remainder of the regiment struggled
their way into harbour in thoe genecral area of Scarperia. Two
days later the balance of "C" Sgn joined their fellow troop at
Castcl del Rio (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Rogt, 11 Oct 44). . On 13 Oct
A" and "B" Sgns moved up to Firenzuola and the same day "C" Sgn
went to S. Apollinarc in support of 11 Inf and 38 (Irish) Inf
Bdcs in that area. During this move on roads described as
"narrow, windy, muddy and rough®, onc of "C" Sgn's tanks slippod
off the road at 007172 and fell onc hundred fect. One membor

of the crew was killed and two injured. As might be expected,
the tank was not recovorable. (Ibid, 13 Oct 44 '

684, = .78 Div was now operating on a broad front, with its
three brigades up and in addition with 1 Gds Bde on the right
under command. A" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Regt was supporting 38 (Irish)
Inf Bde, “B" Sgn was with 36 Inf Bde and "C" Sqn with 11 Inf Bde.
(#.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 15 Oct 44). , An attack was prcpared
for 15 Oct to be put in by & Northamptons supported by two
troops of “C" Sgn. The objectives were Pts 4563 (029237),
508 (029240) and 401 (028246). The tanks moved up to Gesso
during the night 14/15 and the attack went in at first light on
the 1l5th. The infantry and tanks advanced togcther undor very
heavy shell fire, but in the face of mounting casualtiocs to the
infantry the attack was called off and the tanks were ordered
to pull back to Gesso. Two tanks had reccived dircct hits from
H.E. shells and a third had beccome bogged. One officecr and one
O.R. were killed and two O.Rs. wounded in attempting to recover
damaged tanks, which finally had to be abandonecd. The crews
"stayed in them until darkncss to cover the withdrawal of the
infantry. The tanks were not finally abandoned until every
round of ammunition had becn fired. The same evoning the
Surroys put in a second attack on Pt 508 but werc again thrown
back. The enemy was using portable flame throwers with good

cffect. (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 7 -Aug -
15 Dec 44)
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63. Oon 16 Oct, Regimental Headquarters of 12 Cdn Armd Reogt
' “‘moved forward and harbourcd on the northern outskirts of Castel
del Rio. Here they were only 3000 yards from the F.D.Ls. and
were subject to frequent enemy shelling (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt,
16 /17 Oct 44). On the left, II U.S. Corps who had now rcsumed
the offensive with very great vigour, were at this time advancing
from feature to featurc and by 17 Oct were rcported to bo
15,000 yards from Bologna. They frequently called on 13 Corps
to give them right flank protection but the lattor were at tho
time "stopped coldl. It was to moet this situation that 78 Div
supported by 12 Cdn Armd Regt had beon called into the line.
As limited attacks on the featurc hinging on M. Pieve (Pt 508,
030240) weroc proving unsuccessful, a divisional plan was drawn
up to be put into effect on the night of 18 Oct (Ibid, 18 Oct 44).
On 17 Oct Brigadier R.K. Arbuthnott, A/Comd@ 78 DiV, had issued
a speclal order of the day regarding the division's next
objecctive, which was "to breach this cornerstone of the encmy's
defence by capturing Monte Pieve and thon moving on to Mont
Spaduro®. He emphasized that: -

«+othe Pieve featurc (Incl Pt 508) is one which the
enemy is determined to hold. Its importance to him
lics in the fact that, so long as he can hold it,
the salient that the U.S. Corps arc driving towards
Bologna is bound to remain narrow and restricted and
their task of breaking into the plain so much more

difficult.
(W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt,
17 Oct 44) '
64. At 0100 hours, 19 Oct, all guns in the arca opcned up

for 36 Bde's attack. Surprisingly enough the attack "met thin
air” and by morning our forces held all their objectives including
M. Pieve. (Ibid, 19 Oct 44). .It scemed evident from the rcports
of patrols that the enemy had withdrawn to the line of hills and
ridges kM. dell Acqua Salata - il. del Verro - M. Spaduro. An
attack was at once prepared on the M. dell! Acqua Salata and M.
del Verro features. On the night of 19/20 Oct 5 3uffs attacked
Acqua Salata without tank support and wore pushed back with
hecavy losses. At the samc timo 1 R. Ir F. put in an attack on
M. Spaduro. They succocded in getting two companies on to their
objective, but they had by-passcd some encmy, isolated in a tiny
hamlet called Spinello. These cnemy forces later completely
cut off 1 R. Ir F. (Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Rcgt,
7 Aug - 15 Dec 44). ~On the 20th a troop Ifrom "C" Sqn shot up
Spinello from Gesso and that night 8 A.& S,H. captured M. dcll!
Acqua Salata, still by-passing cnemy resistance in Spinello

. ‘wherc a suicide outfit [was) grimly hanging on in the rubble
piles” (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 22 Oct 44). Our forces
continucd to pump shells into Spincllo and many hits were
observed on enemy-occupied buildings (Rcport on Operations of
12 Cdn Armd Re tg. The village finalIEBTéll on the 2ord to
clements of 38 Bde. That evening 11 Bde took M. Spaduro and
scveral other features in the same area (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt,
25, 24 Oct 44). :

+eethe key heights of M. Grande, M. Cererc, M. Pieve
M. Spaduro, M. Aquasalata and M. Del Voerro were all
captured with heavy losses to the enemy. For the
moment it looked as if we had the cnemy off-balance
and might be about to. turn the koy to the Po Vallsy -
Bologna. But just at this stage of the game, Gencral
Mud put a dirty foot-print across Allicd Opcration
plans and stopped everything cold. Already the
. repercussions of the success of a few days carlier were
being manifested in the cnemy's faster than usual with-
drawal up Route 9, towards Bologna. This -too, was
stopped.

(Ibid, 31 Oct 44)
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65, - The 78 Div front at this time ran from the Santerno
River (cxcl) on the right to the 3illaro River (incl) on the
left, with 38 Bde right, 36 Bdc centre and 1l Bdec left. On

23 Oct "B" Sqn 12 Cdn Armd Rocgt moved up from Fircnzuola to
Sassaleonc to support 11 Bdc. Practically no roads were
available in the 78 Div sector at all and the country was still
extremely ruggcd. Vechicles could move with groat difficulty
as far as Sagsaleonc, but from thorc forward cverything had to
go by mules to 38 and 36 Bdes. 11 Bde on the loft could be
suppliod by the Scssaleonc = S.Clemente road, which was in

88 U.S. Div scctor. The movements of tanks over the existing
mountain tracks conld snly bc accomplished in dry weather, and
then only with the greatest difficulty. On 24 Oct "B" San
crawled up the S. Clecmente road to 969274 and scnt a troop on
forward to Ripiano, from where it could support 11 Bde. (Roport
on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt)

66 . Heavy rains now prevented further advance, ancd 73 Div,
including 12 Cdn Armd Regt, scttlcd down to build and improve
roads. It became a full time job to kcep themsclves supplied
and to hold the ground alrcady in their possession. The unit
war diary providcs the best cxznlanation for the stalcmate in
which the division and the armourcd regiment now found thcemselves:

To cppreciate the slowncss of the advance, and tho
torrific difficultics which the troops - infantry in
particular, arc cncountering, thosc mountains and
Italian rains must be seen. The pcaks arc very
irrcgular, many of them sheer and rocky; all of thonm
stecp and mainly. traclklcss. Thoy rise tc as high

as 700 mctres. Their rocky composition offers poor
confort to an assaulting infantry, who must fight _
positiohs dug into thc rock and try to dig in whon tho
encmy countor-attacks with sholls and mortars.

The gorgcs and gullics are precipitous and run into
narrow, canyon-like vallcys. The onc, and somctimos
two, third class roads follow the valley down, cross
and re~-cross the river and so prescnt excellent
opportunitics for domolitions. The enemy has carried
out thes¢ demolitions with a devilish proficicncy, and
made- the advance one for Enginccrs alone.

Now the rains havc come; and one is rcminded of the
movie of the same name. The clouds just let go for
twenty-four hours on end, and every gorge and gully
bccomes a little torrent of watcer. The bunkhecads
for Bailey Bridges soften up, roads arc cut up, land-
slides come down and thc results arc almost impossible
to cope with. Tonight the fellowing bridges arc
impassablc: 986227 (Bailcy now being built), 965268;
road at 968273 is washed out and the river ncar it is
an obstacle to all vehicles. This will cut all
cormunication with "B" Squadron for an ostimoted

48 hrs., other than wircless of course. And a
'land-slide' has rondercd road Castel del Rio to
Penzola impassable till 1000 hours tomorrow.

(W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Rogt;
26 Oct 44£)

67. 78 Div with three brigades up hcléd a-linc roughly M.
Spadurc = M. dell'! Acqua Salata. The infantry carried out strong
patrolling to control the ground to thoir front,-but for over

a month 12 Cdn Armd Regt tanks werc not cmployed in a fighting
role, oxcept when a troop of "B" Sqn did soveral shoots at cnemy
M.G. positions. During the groater part of November 100 mon of

the regiment were employed on road work. (Report on Operations
of 12 Cdn Armd Reogt)
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68. As winter set in, the recgimental war diary records
the changes it brought in the 1lifc of the men of 12 Cdn Armd
Regt: -

“eesTo-day 12th C.A.R. made a radical departurec from
its usual means of supply, and resorted to tho
faithful and unbcatable old mulc. HAY and "CY
squadrons werc cach a2llotted 10 mules from an

Italian mule coy. (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 2 Nov 44)es.
We are seeking a horsc for the use of Lt.-Col. F.L.
Caron the Commanding Officer ... even joeps cannot
make some of the roads and tracks. (Ibid,7 Nov 44)...
Capt. R.H. Heggic raeprosented 12th C.A.R. at a
conforonce to dlscuss male routcs, pack tpt, etc, at
36 Bde H.Q. at 1000 hrs today. .He reports they are
contemplating making slecighs for thc mules, and also
that the Provost Officer had purchascd a pair of skis
in Florence. (Ibid, 11 Nov 44)

Every unit has mcn out on the roads sccking to

build them up and dig ditches along the sides for
drainage. 12th C.A.R. is out in strength doing its
share. -Each squadron is supplying twenty mcn daily
to work under the C.R.E's direction. 4And "A" and "3"
Echelons put 10 cach on the road daily. Today the
Echelon crew were busy felling troes in tho pass over
the mountains above Scarperia; thesc to [be] used to
build up the,road where to was fast disappearing
altogether. (Ibid, 9 Nov 44)... This morning (10 Nov)
saw our first Snmow of the ycar in thc Apennincs. (%.D.,
12 Cdn Armd Regt, 10 Nov 44)

69. Bosides daily work on thc roads, all units were busily
occupioed in making dug-outs and various types of shclters for
the winter. The war diary contains the following description
of tho results of their efforts:

Most of the troops forward of Castel Decl Rio have
built themselves very substantial and comfortable
shelters. Some arce dug into the side of banks or
knolls, and then the sides arc "walled up" with
ammo tins filled with dirt and finc rock. In some
cases those have been further strengthened with
another wall of sandbags. Roofs arc composcd of
beams of lumber covered by more wood, and finally
rendercd “watcrproof' with 2 pup tent or tarpaulin.
Insicde the beys have their beds laid cut and usually
a small stove sct up. These lattor are '"home made™
from rectangular ammo, tins or five-gallon oil
containers. The men arc very comfortable and sefe
from all except a direct hit. They would not mind
staying during tho hibernation.

(W.Ds, 12 Cdn Armd Rogt,
22 Nov 44)

70. By 1 Dec it was beccoming cvident that tanks could make
little further progress in this sector until spring, and that

if snow should come they would probably bec unablc to get out.

78 Div boundary was again shifted left to include the S. Clementec
road, and "A" Sqn was pulled back to Sassalcone in preparation
for a thrust up this now axis. 12 Cdn Armé Regt was now
supporting two divisions, 78 Inf and 6 Armd Divs (W:.D., H.Q.

1l Cdn Armd Bde, 2 Dec 44). ~On 4 Dec onc troop of "A" Sgn was
gsent back to Castcecl del Rio and up the Imola road, where it took
up fire positions at 033205 and carried out a most successful
shoot on enemy positions in caves on M. Penzola. As a result
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of their success 6 Brit Armd Div, who were now to attack up the
Imola road, asked %o have a squadron to support their thrust.

On 8 Dec "C" Sqn, less the two troops at Gesso, moved to a
harbour. (at 046217), near Fontanelice. The two troops at Gesso
were unable to move due to the condition of the roads, which
had become impassable even to mules. A day or two after arrival,
one of "C" Sqn's troops moved to fire positions a mile beyond
Fontanelice. The intention was for the tanks to support a

6 Armd Div attack on Borgo Tossignano and on Tossignano 1tself.
The attack was put in the night of 12/13 Dec, however, without
fire being called for from the tanks. Infantry of 6 Armd Div -
were successful in seizing Borgo and the north-west corner of
Tossignano, which they attempted to hold with four platoons.
(Report on Operations of 12 Cdn Armd Regt). On the morning of
15 Dec the two troops at (esso e .E. shells into enemy-
occupied positions on the Camaggio ridge and that evening 36 Bde-
put in & two-battalion attack on the feature. They were beaten
back, however, by a strengthened cenemy opposition. -

71%. The following night on the 6 Armd Div sector, 2 Rifle
Brigade got three more platoons into Tossignano, but did not
succeed in clearing out the enemy, who still dominated the road
into the town with M.G. and S.P. fire. A bridge (at 075233)

was out and it was quite impossible to repair it due to continued
enemy fire. Consequently the infantry in Tossignano had only
such weapons and ammunition as they had been able to carry with
them (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 14 Dec 44). Unfortunately, on the
evening of 15 Dec the onemy cut off and captured the seven platoons
of infantry.in Tossignano (Ibid, 15 Dec 44). On the following
day fighter bombers joined 1In the attack by bombing and strafing
the town. "A" Sgn attempted to reconnoitre a tank route to
Farolfi where it would be possible tc fire on Tossignano from the
south-cast. They concluded, however, that it would take from
four to six weoeks to preparc a track for usc by tanks. (Ibid,

18 Dec 44). "C" Sgn meanwhile endcavoured without success to
find a route around the blown bridge (at 075233). To assist
them the engineers proceeded with a plan to put a Plymouth bridge
over the gap. Further reconnaissance, howevecr, revealed the
possibility of waterproofing the tanks up to the turret rings

and using the river bed of the rather shallow Santerno River. (W.D.,
H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 22 Dec 44)

72. While these operations against Tossignano were
contlinuing, the success of Lighth Army's attack on the right was
beginning to influcnce operations on the 78 Div front. The New
Zealanders had cleared Faenza and had movcd up to the Sonio River.
Should the Poles succeed in crossing the river south of Faenza
the enemy in Tossignano would be in a precarious position and
would undoubtedly pull back his exposed flank., Thus for a
moment there was a lull in planning and preparations for a

further advance on the 13 Corps front, and the troops involved

in the operations against Tossignano were placed on ten days!
notice for the attack. (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt, 21 Dec 44).

12 Cdn Armd Regt, however, throw itself with vigour into -
Christmas preparations. With the ground frozen hard underfoot
and the mountains decked in a clecan blanket of snow, December 25th
was such a Christmas as might have been experienced in Canada.
All ranks of the unit did full justice to a very ample Christmas
dinner. The whole proceedings were in direct contrast to the
previous Christmas, which 12 Cdn Armd Rcgt had spent battling in
the streots of Urtona. (Ibid, 25 Dec 44).

THE FINAL PERIOD IN ITALY (1 JAN - 6 MAR 45)

75. The end of the year found 11 and 12 Cdn Armd Regts
still committed, although in an inactive role, with 14 Cdn Armd
Regt concentrated in the arca of S+ Donato (necar Florencec)
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‘beginning an intensive period of training and maintcnanco. :
This situation was in direct contrast to that of a year ecalier when
two regiments of the dbrigadc had been hcavily committed in the
Ortona scctor with 1 Cdn Inf Div while the third had just
completed the hectic battle of the Moro River and the capture of
Sen Leonardo. During the twolve months' period the brigade had
had at lcast onec regiment committed continuously with the
exception of a scven-day break at Aquino and a five-day interval
“during the pursuit to Lake Trasimene. Since the Gothic dafences
had been broken in mid-Septembor, operations had becn hcart-
breakingly slow; the terrain and weather conditions made normal
tank warfare impossible, although frequent artillery shoots wcre
carricd out under the direction of the C.R.A. of the respective
infantry divisions. As the year closed, the move of 14 Cdn
Armd Regt to its concentration area south of Florence marked

the beginning of the end of the Brigade's work in the Aponnines.
(W.D., HeQe 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 31 Dec 44). The 13 Corps sector
continued into the New Yecar in the stalematc condition which then
prevailed throughout the cntire Italian thecatre of operations.
Plans had becn underway for an attack to bo launched by 2 Polish
Corps of Eighth Army and 17 Ind Bde of 13 Corps in conjunction
with an offensive further west by II U.S. Corps. The latter
Corps, however, was considered under strcngth for a major offen-
sive and Eighth Army was in the process of diverting troops to
Greece s Thus the 13 Corps attack was temporarily cancelled.
(Ibid, 30 Dec 44)

74. On 2 Jan 45 the Bde Comd called a conference of regi-
mental commanders to discuss the training programme to be
organized by the 14th Regt, which was to include a Brigado
Reconnaissance and N.C.0Os.!' School. It was assumcd that the
spring offensivc would sce an armoured broak-through. Winter
training was therefore to strecss tank and roconnaissance tactics
in which armour played the "solo" part. (Ibid, 2 Jan 45).

12 Cdn Armd Regt at this timec had "A" and "C" Sqna in support of
6 Brit Armd Div, whilc the regiment itseclf and "B" Sqn were under
command 78 Div (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt; 1 Jan 45). The cnemy
was now using in this arca a new type of rocket which he called
_the "v-2%". Personnel of 12 Cdn Armd Regt rcported that during
flight this rocket gave off a trail of fire at the rcar which

at night made it appcar as a shooting metcor, and that on landing
thc.blast was comparable to that of an enemy 105-mm shell.
Although there werc no casualtics suffered by the regiment as a
result of the ecmployment of this rocket, its use in laying a
barrage was rcported to have a considcrable effcet on morale (W.D.,
H.Qe 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 4 Jan 45). On 5 Jan 12 Cdn Armd Regt began
to move nine more 75-mm Sherman tanks to Fircnzuola from Castel
del Rio to proceccd to 25 Cdn Armd Del Regt, east of Borgo S.
Lerenzo, where they weore replaced by 17-pr Shermans. On 6 Jan
the regimont cxperienced heavy onemy shelling in the Fontanclice
arca. Some damage but no casualtios rcsulted. (W.D., 12 Cdn
Armd Rogt, 6 Jan 45) :

75« Early in January 1 Cdn Armd Bde learncd through 13 Corps
H.Q. of the intentions for 1 Cdn Corps. °~ Although 1 Cdn Armd Bde
was not, of course, dircctly concerned in thesc plans, they wore
considered to provide some indication of the future of Canadian
operations in tho Italian theatre. It had been decided at

15 Army Group that the linc as it was at this time would be the
Winter Line for 1944 - 45 in Italy and that it was to be held
with the mininum of troops. Conscquently an Italian Division
(the Crcmona Group) was to take ovor o considerable portion of

1 Cdn Corps' front in conjunction with 9 Armd Bde, who were to

be employed as infantry. This disposition would allow 5 Cdn Armd
Div a six-weck training and rest period, after which 1 Cdn Div

was to be relicved by the armoured division, in order that it
might have a similar period of training and recst. On the
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following day further plans were reccoived in conjunction with
the general thinning out of thc Winter Line. 1 Brit Div
received orders to thc effect that 85 U.S. Div would reliocve
them about 17 Jan. The British division was now to go to the
Middle East for a period of rest and training. At the same
time 11 Cdn Armd Regt was warned that it would be moved back to
concentrate on Ronta. This was particularly good news to the
crews. of the 1llth who had spcnt most of the past two months on
-M. Grande. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 9 Jan 44)

76. It was also lecarned that only two divisions would remain
in the linec of -the 13 Corps sector after 17 Jan. This was the
smallest number of troops that 13 Corps had committed since 1943.
Only one regiment of .l Cdn Armd Bde - the 12th, would be involved.
11 Cdn Armd Regt meanwhile would remain under command 1 Brit Div
until 17 Jan. Thrce days later they were to be relieved by
Amorican crews and would be moved back to concentration areca at
Ronta. The Brigade N.C.0s.' School began instruction and
preparations werc continued in the establishment of the Brigade
Reconnaissancec School. Several unit schools were also started,
including a Regimental Gunnecry School, operated by 12 Cdn Armd
Regt in the Castel del Rio area. Scven-day lcaves in Florcnce
and Romc began again; it was intended to send all personncl of

the brigade on one sevon-day lecave before 1 Apr. 14 Cdn Armd
Regt, the only rcgiment in rescrve, was the first to take
advantage of this privilcge. (Ibid, 10 Jan 45)

77 On 12 Jan permission was granted by 13 Corps to allow
part of 12 Cdn Armd Regt to be withdrawn from the line and
concentrated north of Borgo S. Lorenzo (Ibid, 12 Jan 45).
Mcanwhile ninc tanks of 12 Cdn Armd Regt that had started from
Firenzuola on 13 Jan destined for Cdn Armd Dol Regt ran into
difficulties on Route 65. Bas weathor conditions producing snow
and very slippery roads prevented all but two of the tanks from
rcaching their destination under their own power. Recovory
efforts lasting five days were rcquired to enable the remaining
tanks to proceced on their way. (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd Regt,

13 Jan 45 ff). Supply problems also increased with furthor
snowfalls. Roads above Castel docl Rio wore rcstricted to jeceps
only and it was neccssary to makc greater usc of skis, snowshoes
and slodges (Ibid). By now there were four inches of snow in the
Sieve ‘Valley and in the maintenancc arcas the depth was two to
three feet in many places. It was still possible to supply

11 Cdn Armd Rcgt on M. Grande by jecep and mmle trains, but tho
tanks of the 12 Cdn Armd Regt at Gesso and Sassaleonc were being
supplied by ski and snowshoe tcams. (W.D.,, H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde,
23 Jan 45). U.S. Forces rclieved tcn crews of "C" Sgn 11 Cdn
Armd Regt on 15 Jan. The relicf of cight tanks of 1l Cdn Armd
Regt located in 1 Brit Div gun-lincs had to be postponed because
of the difficulties of travel down Rout¢ 65. . (W.D., 12 Cdn Armd
Regt, 13 Jan 45)

78. During the first two wecks of January 13 Corps and

1 Cdn Armd Bde had one of the quietest period in the line they
had yot experienced. On 17 Jan command of 1 Brit Div sector
passed to 85 U.S. Div, and thc following day 13 Corps reverted

to under command Eighth Army for opcrations, although it romaincd
under command Fifth Army for administration (Ibid, 18 Jan 45).

78 Brit Div and 6 Armd Div continucd in the 1Ine meanwhile with
"3" Sgqn and half of "C" Sgn of 12 Cdn Armd Regt in support of

the fomer, and the other half of "C" Sqn supporting thc latter.,
Thus 12 Cdn Armd Regt, in a counter-attack rocle with 78 and

6 Brit Armd Div, was the only rcgiment of the brigadec committed.
It was planned to have 12 Cdn Armd Regt rclicved in their forward
sector, but difficultics arosc owing to the requeést of 78 Div

To koocp at lcast a squadron and a half of tanks in support.

(W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 20 Jan 45). As part of thc genoral
rogrouping 1l Cdn Armd Regt recturned under command 1 Cdn Armd Bde
after a period of four months with 1 Brit Inf Div. (Ibid, 21 Jan 45)
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20e-. - On 23 Jan 1 Cdn Armd Bde learnocd somcthing more of

its future commitments; it was to mové to the Adriatie coast,
where it would come directly under command Eighth Army.  There
was an understandable recluctance to make the move duc to the
fact that all units werc now under covor and reasonably
comfortablo., = This would be the second time that the brigade
crossed the Apennines, the previous move having becn from the
Ortona sector to the Volturno scctor prior to the Gari River
crossing. Thc usual crop of rumours immcdiately followod

the announcement of the transfer and the brigade diary obsorved:

Needless to say everyone hoped that the Brigade would
be spared the shameful fate of being drawn out of its
tanks and put in as infantry. Such a pecculiar and
unfortunate fatc had occurrcd to other armourod
formations and in such a static situation it was more
‘than just possible that it could happen to 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, in view of tho lack of frosh infantry in tho
Scnio River linc. : !
(Ibid, 23 Jan 45)

80. On the night 23/24 Jan 11 Cdn Armd Rogt bogan to move
its tanks out of the li. Grande scctor. The tanks moved in
blocks of four cach, and always by night. Becausc of the
slippery roads and stecp gradicnts on the routc to Ronta, tho
rogiment was issued with 340 '"Platipus Grousers'", whlch were
attached to the tracks = approximatcly ons to cvery fifth pad

in the track - to provide groater traction. Rccovery arronge=-
ments werc also plannecd, as considerable difficulty was expected
in moving tanks across the Apennines under such unfavourable
conditions. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 21 Jan 45). At first
they wore unable to gect beyond a stecp gradient just north of
Sassolconc. Grousers wero attached to the tracks, howover,

and two tanks at a timec were able to surmount the obstacle. It
was cstimated that cight tanks por day could be brought out to
Route 65 at this rate. It took four days to cormpletc the move
of the first cight vehicles. (W.D., 11 Cdn Armd Regt, 24 Jan 45).
"B" 8gn werc greatly ailded in their treok by friendly and
unsolicited help from U.S. Army personnel wlth their large and
powcrful 10-whool tow-trucks. Thesce trucks helped "B" Sqgn tanks
over some 20 miles of icy and treachcrous roads (W.D., H.Qs 1 Cdn
Armd Bdc, 24 Jan 45).

8l. On 24 Jan, it was learncd that 14 Cdn Armd Regt weuld
be the first to depart and upon arrival would come under command
5 Corps., It was anticipated that they would lcave very shortly
and that their tanks would probably make most of the trip by
train; 1t was also learned that the whole brigade would not be
long in following the 1l4th Recgt, which mecant a specd up in plans
to get all the forward tanks down into the Scnio Rivor area.
(Ibid, 24 Jan 45) The proposed move made it nccessary, of
ccurse, to cancel the Brigade schools, the soven~-day loaves and
the university courses at Florencc. On 26 Jan, 14 Cdn Armd
Regt began the first stagoe of its move to the Adriatic scctor.
The tanks began to asscmble initially at Arezzo from where they
prococded by train to Jesi for transfer to tank transportors
which would take them to their new area north of Facnza. The
flat cars provided to carry tho 14 Cdn Armd Regt tanks were

not all that could be desired, and methods of shackling tanks
when they werc on the cars appeared to be inadequake.

Most of the tanks had only railway tics placed in front and _
rear to hold them on. Because of a shortage of cars and

trains allotted some tanks had to be back-lcaded and sent with
the first train load of 11 Cdn JArmd Regt vehicles. The 14 Cdn
Armd Regt wheceled vehicles left San Donato on 29 Jan to proceed
to Dicomano and then along Route 67 over the difficult mountain
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roads to their staging area in Forli. (W.D., 14 Cdn Armd Regt,
29 Jan 45). It had been expocted that thc rcegiment would,
upon arrival, go straight into the linc in thc 56 Div aren of
5 Corps. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd@ Bde, 25 Jan 45)

It scon became obvious, howcver, that 56 Div and the
Bays,[ Quecn's Bays .(2nd Dragoon Guards)) which later

we werc to relieve, viewed the situation with littlo
urgency. Timing at this end did not invisage a relief
until tha: 5th Fcb, and commitmont itsclf involvcd no
more than & holding role along the SENIO ... Tho
quality of anti-climax grow into the cntire cperation,
aud the futurc becamo onc not of great cvents, but of
passive commitment along a Wintor linc such as the
rogiment had known a jycar ago in CASTEL FRENTANO.

(W.D., 14 Can Armd Rogt,
26 Jan 45)

The regiment passed to under command 5 Corps on 1 Feb and remaincd
temporarily in the Prada arca, ninc milcs north of Forli (Ibid,
1 Feb 45). _

82. Mecanwhile tanks of both 11 and 12 Cdn Armd Rogts con-
tinued thc slow progrcss of shaking themsolves loose from the land

of snow, ioce, rud and rountains. On 26 Jan a party from 1 Cdn

Armd Bde H.Q. left for the new arca to make all necessary Q"
arrangerients for the Brigade. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 26 Jan 45).
11 and 12 Cdn irmd Rcegts turned in all their 17-pr Shermans and -
half their 105-mm (thrcoc cach) to Cdn Arnd Del Regt. As noted
above, 14 Cdn Armd Regt took their tanks with them. (Ibigd, :

27 Jan 45) :

83. H.Qs 1 Cdn Armd Bdc was notificed on 28 Jan that, due

to overcrowding at Perugia, Foligno would have to be uscd as a
staging areca. On the following day th¢ brigade lcarned further
dotails concerning its immcdiate futurc. 1 Cdn Lrmd Bdc loss

14 Cdn Armd Regt was to move on 31 Jan to Porto S. Giorgio (X8298)
for rost and training. Th¢ intoention was to have the brigade
availeblo.  in the Adriatic scctor for a spring offcnsive and to
climinate the difficult task of crossing tho mountains in the
carly spring. The brigadc was cxpceted to riove forward into

the linc to take up a holding role under cormand 5 Corps sonc
time in Merch. In the mcantime it would comec undor 10 Corps for
administration, but would be under Eighth Army for opcrations.

14 Cdn 4rmd Regt mcanwhile would continue to serve with 56 Inf
Div in a holding and countor-attack role in the Facnza arca.

84. On 31 Jan 2ll unit tank partics (less 1 Cdn Armd Bde
Wksp) got away to Foligno and 11l Cdn Armd Rogt started shipping
its tanks. Wheeled vehiclecs took the route: Dicomano -
Pontassicve - Arezzo - Perugia - staging areca Tolentino - D.P.
(S807056) - Porto S. Giorgio. Tanks went on transporters from
Rugina (R9874) down Routec 65 to Florence and thence to Arezzo.
All tanks would be unloaded at Jesi, whore it was hoped trans-
portors would be available to take them to Porto S. Giorgio.
Light rccovery posts wore set up by the Brigade Workshop and
the Reccovery Section, and all British recovery posts 6n route
were at brigade:disposal.. The Tank Troops Workshop would be
the last unit to leave.® (Ibid, 29 Jjan 45)

85. On 1 Feb 1 Cdn irmd Bde Wksp started the first leg of
its journey to the Adriatic coast, stopping to stage at Pcerugia.
11 Cdn Armd Regt scnt morc tanks to Arezzo to be shipped by rail

X 1l Cdn Armd Bdc Order of Battle for 1 Jan 45 includes 1 Cdn
Armd Bde Wksp R.C.0.C., 1 Cdn Tk Tps Wksp R.C.0.C., and
1 Cdn Hy Rec Sec R.C.0.C., (W.D., H.Q. 1 Can Armd Bde,
January 1945)
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while its whecled convoy prcparcd to move on 2 Febe It was
decidod on 3 Feb that six irmovable tanks of 12 Cdn .rmd Rogt
would have to be left in the forward arca. The crcws of these
tenks plus crows of thc four .nicrican tanks manned by 12 Cdn
Armd Reogt porsonncl werc to be rclicved on tho night of 6/7 Feb.
The remaining tanks in the forward arca werc to comc down to

the Grezzano arca on the samc night. 1 Cdn Jrmd Bde learned -
with plecasurc on 3 Feb that 98 Fd Rcgt R.i. would accompany the
brigade on the move tc the Adriatic. Ais thc war diary observed,
they had come to look upon thc 98 Fd as "the 4th Regt in the

. Bde", (Ibid, 3 Feb 45)

86.." On 4 Feb H.Qs 1 Cdn Zrmd Bde roccived nows of drastic
changes in plans., H.Q. was ccmpletoly packed and roady to move
off on the morning of 5 Feb, when the B.G.S. 13 Corps informod
the Brigadc Commander that the entirc move of his brigado was
cancelled. A fow mcmbers of 11 Cdn Lrmd Regt were to comploto
thcir riove, which wculd leave 11 Cdn Armé Rogt and Bdc Wksp in
the Porto S. Giorglo arca, whilc the remainder of the brigade,
.less 14 Cdn Armd Rogt, would romain in the Bargo S. Lorcnzo arca.
This change .of plans succcecded in splitting the brigacde more
completcly than cver beforc in its chequored history and gave
-overy indication of providing innumerablec problems of supply,
administration and intercommunication (Ibid, 4 Fcb 45). Liaison
trips to 14 Cdn Armd Regb werc to be carricc out every sccond day
and trips to 11 Cdn Armd Recgt cvery third day. The latter
excursion necessitated a two=cay Journcy, since the distancc to
bo covorgd was slightly over 500 miles for the round trip. (Ibid,
5 Feb 45

87. Mecanwhilc 14 Cdn Armd Rogt continucd to plan and prcepare
for thc assault acrcss the Scnio River, in ‘hich tho rcgimcnt was
to support 56 Inf Div. Rogimental Headquartcocrs was establishod
at Prada about cight milecs north-cast of Faenza. "C" Sqn moved
into the line with 169 Inf Bde, which was holding a scctor along
the cast bank of the Sonic from a point (508327) straight north

of Facnza to just north of Cotignocla. iC" Sgn's scvctor included
S. Scvero, "a notorious dumping ground for Jerry artillery, nortars
and oven rockots" (W.,D., 14 Cdn Armd Recgt, 1 Fcb 45). Tho

ad jacent scctor along thc river bank towards the north-cust was
held as far as thoe Cancdian Corps boundary (362380, a point on

tho Bologna - Ravenna railroad just west of Lugo) b? "Recforco',
"a hoterogencity of 12 Lancers and 1 Skinnors Horse', both acting
' as infantry backed by supporting arms of 56 Div (Ibid, 2 Feb 45).
A" Sqn 14 Cdn Armd Rcgt moved into "Recforce" arca on 2 Feb, to
romain therc¢ in a scmi-static rolc for the noext cighteen days
(Ibid, and 20 Feb 45)

88. The first twenty days of February brought ncw cxpoerisnces
tc "a regimcnt almost convinced Italy had nothing further to offer®
(Ibid, 1 Fob 45). Tho regiment rceported scveral new typcs of
cquipment to bc employed in the forthceming assault: o new
arwoured infantry carrier known as a ‘"Kangaroo" was to be used

in the attack on Cotignola; an infra-red light ra; known as a
"Toby" was to be tricd out by the infantry in a night river
crcssing. It was cxpccted that the "Toby" would illuminate at
night uwp to 30 yards without betraying the proscnce of the user

to thc onemy. The "Wcasel®, a new amphibious vchicle, was elso
availablc for usé by asszulting infantry. (Ibid, 6 Fco 45).:

Royal Enginecrs parties of 46 Div were given the use of a tank

by Regimental Hoadquarters 14 Cdn Armd Regt to assist in experi-
ments in the usc of the Plymouth brigde, %callcd by the 14 Cdn
Armd Regt the "kingsmill® bridge after the L.4i.D. Officer of tho
regiment) which had been used most succcssfully during the Gari
River crossing. (Ibid, 9 Fob.45; and W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde,

6 Fob 45). "AM and "C" Sqns 14 Cdn Armd Regt continued to

have elcmonts in the F.D.Ls. Shelling wes very light, but
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heavy Spandau fire forced the crews to remain in their tanks
most of the time. On 14 Feb, "C" Sgn made “excursions® close
to the east bank of the Senio River and blasted enemy F.D.LS.
with 75-mm H.E. and DBrowning fire. These excursions involved
only one troop at a time who pulled back into their forward
positions when their task was completed. (Ibid, 14 Feb 45).
The crossing of the Senio had been put off until the enemy
should have completed thinning out his divisions in Italy, and
the 14th was notified that ten days' notice for the operation
would be given. (Ibid, 7 Feb 45)

89. On 11 Feb the Bde Comd left Brigade Headquarters at
Borgo S. Lorenzo with a party of officers on a mission of utmost
Secrecy. It was not until his return on 15 Feb that it was
learned that they had attended a confercnce in Rome. (Ibid,
15 Feb 45)., TUnder a cloak of great secrecy all the tanks of
12 Cdn Armd Regt moved from their harbour and procecded by
transporter to a staging area just south of Florence (Ibid).
On 18 Feb all heads -of the brigade scrvices and officers of
Brigads Headquarters attended an "O" Group conducted by the
Brigade Commander. The war diary records the contents of
Drigadier !murphy's message and the rcaction of the asscmbled
officers:

The Brigzadicr's opecning remarks produced gquite an
effect on the asscmbled group of Officors as he
outlined what could bcst be said in two words -
“}chaughiton's Drecam®,. He announced very calmly
that 1 Cdn Corps and 1 Cdn Armd Bde werc leaving
Italy to join their brothers in arms - 1 Cdn Arny.
The move was expeccted to takc place very soon =~ the
tontative datc being around tho first of llarch and
the Brigade would be taking with thom their "fourth"
Regt, the 98 Field. This ncws was recocived with
mixed emotions due mainly to tho fact that it came
as a complete surprisc to most and that it involved
such a tromendous undertaking. Thoughts of such

a scheme had always run high in this Drigadc but
they were always dimmecd by the prosence of many
obstacles which stood in the way. It was always
hoped that it could happen but nover thought that

it would happen. Now, howcver, that such a drastic
change in stratcgy had como about and the re-union
after nearly two yecars with our own people was to
bocome an actuality it scemcd to lecave onc in a daze,
3till wondering if it could bc true or not. t :

(Ibid, 18 Feb 45)

90. Details of the move werc then outlined. 14 and 11 Cdn
Armd Regts (plus Bdc Wksp) would move under arrangements of 5 and
10 Corps respcctively, lcaving thc remainder of the units to move
under brigade arrangoments. The point of cmbarkation was to be
Leghorn, from where the brigade would sail to Marseilles. The
strictest of sccurity measures were taken. An extensive cover
plan had beoen devised and plans werc announccd for the rcmoval

of all flashes and hat badges and erasing of all vchicle
identification marks. All ranks would be confined to barracks
once they reachcd transit camp HARRODS in the vicinity of Leghorn.
12 Cdn Armd Regt's tanks had already gonc to the 8. Donato.
staging arca south of Ilorence "on tho night of 15 Feb and were
now at Leghorn. 14 Cdn Armd Rewt would withdraw from the line
in 56 Div scctor. Their relicef was duc to be completed on

20 Feb 45. (Ibid, 18 Feb 45)

9l. On 26 Feb Brigade Headquarters, 11 Cdn Armd Regt and
Bdc Sigs arrived at HARRODS camp five milcs north of Leghorn.

All ranks werc strictly confined to camp and thc following day
were notified of thoir impending destination. The news was
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rccecived with enthusiasm. Good roefrcshmoent and rccrcatiocnal
facilities wore made available within thc staging arca, with
picturc shows - -and othcr ontertainrcnts provided ocach cvening.
(W.D., HsQ. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 27 Fcb 45). ‘An advanco party went
by air to Brussels on 27 Fob to carry out roconnaissance and mako
arrengormonts for the brigade to concentratc in the Menin'Mouseron.
arca in western Belgilum. It was rcported that the arca allctted
to 1 Cdn Armd Bde by 21 Arrmy ‘Group had ncver billeted troops
during this war and that thc population was most enthusiastic

over the prospect of Canadian trceops moving into the arca. (Ibid,
28 Fcb 45) 5 .

92, At 0830 hours on 3 Mar the long convoy moved out of
HARRODS camp and proceecdcd to Leghorn docks. The L.S.Ts. Were
loaded by 1800 hours but rcomained in harbour for the night. At
2100 hours cncnmy aircraft attcmpted 2 raid on the port of Loghorn
but no damage was causcd owing toc offective anti-aircraft acticn
and the use of a smoke screcn. (Ibid, 3 Mar 45). At 0700 hours
on 4 Mar the initial L.S.T. convoys woighod anchor and moved out
of port in bright and clcar wcather. By 6 Mar all rcgiments and
units less "A" Sgn 25 Cdn Armd D¢l Regt and 1 Cdn Asslt Tp, had
loaded at Leghorn dosks. 98 Fa (S.P.) Regt and the Hoavy
Recovery Scction were thé only two units in the brigade that did
noct load at Leghorn. They moved south tc Naples and from therec
embarkod on L.S.Ts. All units, however, debarked at Marsoillcs.
The ‘only casualty suffered in the brigade during the move occurrcd
at sca on thec same day. The weather was very rough and on one
L.S.T. throec tanks broke lcosc on the lowor deck and began to
shift from sidec to side, killing onc signalman of 12 Cdn Armd
Regt. (Ibid, 6 Mar 45). On 9 Mar tho last vehicles of the
brigadc To be shipped from Leghorn were off-loaded at Marscilles.
98 Fd (S.P.) Regt and thc Heavy Rocovery Scetion began on the
samo day to load at Naplos for the sca journcy to southern
Francce. (Ibid, 9 Mar 45)

93. 1l Cdn Arnd Bde had bocn among the first trocps to land
on the mainland of Italy in Scptcember 1943. During the onsuing
period the brigadec had carned a most enviable rcputation, with

tc date thc longest period in action of any formation in the
Canadian Army Ovorseas. It was considercd by the Eighth Army
Cormander as being among the hardost striking drmourcd forces

in the Mcditorrancan theatrc. (Ibid, 1 Mar 45). Now, united at
last with 1 Cdn Corps, it wont t0 play its part in the final stages
of thc operations in North-West Europc. To thesc who had fallen
in Italy the Brigadc war diary recordcd this tributc:

All personncl of the Brigade rcncmbered as they left
that in gaining such a rccord and name, many stalwart
and stout-hcarted comradcs had fallen. They remaincd
in Italy [but werc] not forgotten as the Brigade moved

ONe
(Ibid)
94, This rcport was drafted by Captain R.T. McKenzic,

Historical Scction, Canadian Military Headquarters. It was
ocxtensively roviscd by Major G.W.L. Nicholscn.
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