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eration "GOLDFLAKE", the Move of revised 19 Jan 51

1 Cdn Corps from ltely to North-
West Europe, February-March 1945

1. This report i- an account of Operation "GOLDFLAKE",
the move ocarried out by 1 Cdn vourys from Italy to North-West
Europe to come under command of First Cdn Army. It forms a
sequel to Preliminary Report No. 143 dated 4 Aug 45 (revised
November 1946) Canadian Operations ir Italy, &4 Jun 4L - 23 Feb L5,
and to other definitive operational reports now in course Of
preparation.

HOPES FOR UNIFICATION OF FIRST CANADIAN ARMY

Re It had long been the wish of personnel of the
Canadien Army and the intention of the Government of Canada
that all Canadian troops serving in operational theatres should
be under a single Canadian command. The despatch in the

summer of 1943 of 1 Cdn Inf Div to Siecily, followed by 1 €dn
Arpd Bde and later 5 Cdn Armd Div to compiete 1l Cdn Corps
serving under command of the British Eighth Army was in certain
respects a sad blow to the hopes of First Cdn Army, for it
meant that when the long expected day should come for the
invasion of North-West Europe, some of our best troops and units
would be fighting in a dif ferent thcatre under command of other
forces. It was the original plen, however, when Cenadians were
first destined for the Mediterranean theatre, that as soon as
possible they should return to command of First Cdn Army.

On Lt-Gen H.D.G. Crerar's appointment as G.0.C.-in-C, First
Cdn Army, the directive issued to him &s Army Commander stated:

Lt the request of the Govermment of Canada
certain formations of the First Canedian Lrmy were
despatched to the Mediterranean theatre with the
objects at that time of increasing the effectiveness
of the Canadian participation in the war and obtaining
battle experience., Now that those objects have been
gained the Government of Canada regards it as highly
desirable thet, as soon as military considcrations
permit, such formetions now serving in the Mediter-
ranean theatre as well as field formetions and units
elsewhere, should be grouped under unified Canedian.

command.
(H.Q.S. 8909, vol 3:
Murchie to Crerar, 19 May,
amended by Ralston to
Brigadier R.B. Gibson,
24 May 4lL)
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3. Throughout the fighting in Siecily and Italy, not
only the participeting Canadian troops, but the Army Commender,

C.M.H.Q. and N,.D,H.Q., kept the thought in mind that eventually
-Canadian fighting units would be together,™as soon as military
considerations permit". Thet these military considereations
were vital was not to be denied - Censdian formations in Italy
were an integral pert of the Eighth Lrmy end could not be
spared while the importont operations of the Italicn cempaign
were in progress, Thus the Canadian srmy had to bear, with
patience, the enforced separation of its forces, but tha
waiting did not deter those in authority from reminding the
War Office of the wishes of the Canadian Government in this
respect.

L. Early in September 1944, while the formations

of First Canadian Lrmy were pursuing the Germans in & mad

acramble across France and Belgium the G,0.C.-in-C. cabled
C.M.H.Q. suggesting:

'With collapse of German Armies imminent if not
actuel...very early steps should be taken to reunite
1l Cdn Corps with First Cdn Army also thet action to
place such Cdn forces on basis of serving together
rather than in combination with U.K. foreoes is
required to establish appropriate degree Cdn autonomy
under these conditions,

(C.M,H.Q. file 1/C0S/6: Tel
C 80, Crerar to Stuart,
L Sep L)

This suggestion was passed on to N.D.H.G, by the Chief of
Staff, C.,M,H.Q., with the interpretation that such steps were
desirable "as soon as possible after the collapse of German
Armies",., Adding that he had recently written the C.I.G.S.
indicating the wishes  of the Canadian Govermment in this
matter, Lt-Gen Stuart said he would keep following up the
motter. (Ibid: Tel COS 235, Stuart to Murchie, 6 Sep Lk)

5 e During the fall of 1944 and the following winter,
the Allied Forces in Italy had delivered telling blows against
the enemy. The Gothic Line had been broken and the Germans

had been driven north of the River Senio along the line of which
operations subsided into a temporary impasse, This was the
position when the Combined Chiefs of Staff made the decision at
the Malta Conference at the end of January to withdraw part of

the Lllied forces in the Italien thectre (Report by the Supreme
Commender to the Combined Chiefs of Staff on the 0 eratIona in
Burope of the Lllied Expeditionary Force, 6 June 19LL to

8 Mey 1945, p. 96). :

THE DECISION TO LAUNCH OPER.LTION "GOLDFL/LKE"

6. On 2 Feb 45, in a directive issued to the
Supreme Jillied Commander, Mediterranean, the Combined Chiefs
of Staff gave notice of their intention "to build up the
maximum possible strength on the Western Front and to seek a
decision in that theatre". In pursucnce of this policy it had
been decided:



To withdraw from your theatre to the Westemrn
Front up to & Divisions (of which not more than
2 should be armoured) as follows:

(a) At the earliest possible date 3 Allied
Divisions drawn from the Allied Armies in
Italy,

(b) Further complete formations as the forces
) now in Greece are released from that country.

(¢) It is intended to withdraw Canadian and
British Divisions, The nomination of ground
formations to be withdrawn and the arrangements
for their transfer will be the subject of a

- separate instruction, The programme will be
agreed between you and Supreme Commander,
Allied Expeditionary Force, and approved by
Combined Chiefs of Staff before the move takes

place.
(3/Gdfk/1, Tel FAN 501/FACS 151,
Combined Chiefs of Staff %o
A.FtH.Q.’ 2 Feb 45)
‘7; In addition to these land troops it was the

intention to move to France at once two fighter groups of the
Twelfth Air Force with the greater part of that Force to follow
in the near future. There would be no significant withdrawal
of the amphibious assault force. Since these withdrawals were
bound to affect the scope of operations in the Italian theatre,
the. Supreme Allied Commander, Meditarranean was given revised
aims: :

(a) Your first object should be to ensure that,
subject to any minor adjustments you may find
necessary, the front already reached in Italy
is solidly held.

(b) Within the limits of the forces remaining
available to you after the withdrawal in
Paragraph 4 above have been effected, you
should do your utmost by means of such-
limited offensive action as may be possible
and by the skilful use of cover and deception
plans, to contain the German forces now in
Italy and prevent their withdrawal to other
fronts.

(¢) You should, in any case, remain prepared to
take immediate advantage of any weakening or
withdrawal of the German forces.

(Ibid)
PRELIMINARY ADMINISTRATIVE PLANNING
8. A.F.H.Q., wasting no time, on 3 Feb drew up a

planning programme for the movement, nominating the gwound
formations to be withdrawn and prescribing the following order
of embarkation:
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HQ 1 Cdn Corps and proportion of Corps troops
:5Cdn Armd Div '

1 Cdn Armd Bde

S5 British Inf Diy g

1 Cdn Inf Div '

Balance of Corps troops phased over complete move.

Formations from Greece were the 46 (Brit) Inf Div
and 1 (Brit) Inf Div.

(3/Gdark/1, Tel FX20725, A.F.HeQe
to 'S.HUAQE‘F.’ 5 Feb 45]

Tncluded in the planning programme instruction was a suggestion
that S.H.A.E,F., and A,F.H.Q. staffs arrange a meeting 6 Feb for
discussion of the following subjects: _

(a) Order of Battle of formations.

(b) Date of arrival acceptable from movement and
staging points of view.

) Priorities and programme of move.

) Sgales, of equipment accompanying formations.

) Administrative arrangements.

(
(
(

@ e

Marseilles was decided'upon as the disembarkation port and D Day
(the date of starting embarkation in Italy) would be 15 Feb,
though this date might be varied by later decisions (Ivid).

. ~ As suggested by A.F.H.Q., a conference was held
at S¢H.A.E.,F, (Main) in Paris on 6 and 7 Feb, attended by
repregentatives of S.H.A.E.F., AF.H.Q., 21 Army Group, the War
Office and by S.D.(0),, C.M.H.Q. (3/Gafk/1, Letter D.C.G.S. to

. 8.D.(0)., 6 Feb 45). Full discussion of the planning programme

issued by A.F.H.Qs took place, Naples and Leghorn were decided
on as embarkation ports in Italy (Ibid, Minutes of Conference,

6 Feb 45), Administrative problems were examined from every
angle, and from the resulting decisions S.H.A.E.F. issued an
Administrative Order on 10 Feb 45 to establish the organization
for the administration and movement of Operation "GOLDFLAKE"

and %o define the responsibilities of the headquarters concerned.
These were set out as follows:

1; Sﬁpreme Headguarters

(2) Will nominate the headquarters responsible
for each phase of movement and administra-
tion after arrival at Marseilles.

(b) Will issue the agreed priority of movement
tables agreed between 21 Army Group and
A F.H.Qo.

(¢) Will co-ordinate where necessary, all
questions of policy affecting Com Zone
~ Etouss¥,21 Army Group and A.F.H.Q.

(d) Will effect overall co-ordination during
the period of the move.

Ry AP, ia0 .

(a) Are responsible for embarkation of the. force
in Italy, for control of sea passage in
conjunction with C-in-C Mediterranean to
Marseilles.

& Cemmunications Zone, European Theatre of Operations United
States Army. )
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(v)

(c)

(d)

Are placing 302 Sub-Area at the disposal
of Com Zone Etousa in Marsellles as part
of the British increment to be attached
under command.Com Zone Etousa for the
period of movement of the force.

Aré Purnishing such liaison officers as
are necessary to ensure the interexchange
of all relevant information and require=-
ments,

Are placing at the disposal of Com Zone
Etousa such personnel and supplies as are

. specified in this Administrative Instruction.

Com

Zone Etousa

(a)

(b)

(e)

(a)

(e)

Will be responsible for the control of the
movement and administration of the force
while in transit in the area under its
cormmand in accordance with the order of
priority and diroctive 1ssued by SHAEF.

Through its Base Section and British

~increments will command all troops in the
_US part of L of C whose duties concern the

movement or administration of the force.
This command will be exercised as far as

all British troops engaged on the move

within' Com Zone Etousa are concerned through
a Commander to be supplied by 21 Army Group.
The British Commander will be responsible

to the Com Zone Etousa on all administrative
arrangements eovering the move, '~ He will

be responsible to 21 Army Group for other
matters including discipline.

Assisted as agreed by AJF.H.Q. and 21 Army
Group resources will be responsible for
providing minimum supplies, services and
facilities required within the area under
its command, and In particular it. will be
responsible for provision of water, petrol
and fuel, medical care, signal
communications required for control and
notification of movement, and the execution
of the minimum necessary works services
and engineer eonstruction at transit camps,
road staging camps and rail halts.

Will provide transit accommodation for
10,000 personnel and 2,000 vehicles at
Marseilles for the movement.

In order to maintain the necessary contacts
between British staffs, U.S. and local
civil organizations, Com Zone Etousa will
provide the requisite personnel at transit
camps, rail halts and staging areas.
Details will be arranged between Com Zone
Etousa and the British Commander.

a7 ¥ ’ég-'&@ Group

{fa) Will be responsible for the control of the

movement and administration of the force
while in transit in the area under its
command, in accordance with the order of
priority and directives issued by S,H.A.E.F.



(b) Will supply and place under command Com
Zone Etousa, the necessary British increment
to assist in the detailed planning movement-

-and administration of the force.

(c) Assisted by such resources as War Office
and A,F,H.Qs. can provide will supply
Movement Control staffs at:

ﬂ-\.'

(1) The port of Marseilles to cover
disembarkation of the force.

(1ii) The Marseilles transit camp to cover
reception and marshalling of the road
and rail parties.

(i1i) Road and rail staging camps and at
stations where halts are planned,

(d) Will provide staffs required for administra-
tion of troops at all transit road and rail
staging camps and halts, Details will be
arranged between Com Zone Etousa and the
British Cormander.

(e) Will place up to 200 warflats at the
disposal of Com Zone Etousa for the purpose
of moving the tanks, and may be called
on to provide additional locomotives.

(£) Will place liaison officers (including
Cenadian personnel) at such headquarters
as Com Zone Etousa may request before and
during the move.

(g) Will supply the necessary tentage required
at road staging areas, Com Zone Etousa
will notify requirements to 21 Army Group
by 11 February.

(3/Gafk/1, S.H.A.E.,F. Admin
Order, 10 Feb 45)

10, The movement plan for the entire operation was
given in outline as follows, D Day being defined as the day on
which the first convoy would leave Italian ports:

(1) D plus 3 - Vehicles of two Fighter Groups
: and one Service Group plus Army Adm units
for duty on the L of C complete at
Marseilles.

(i1) D plus 10~HQ 1 Cdn Corps plus a portion of
: Corps troops complete at Marseilles.

(1ii) D plus 16 - 5 Cdn Armd Div, complete at
Marseilles.

(iv) D plus 21 - 1 Cdn Armd Bde, coniplete at
Marseilles.

(v) D plus 24 - 5 (Brit) Inf Div, complete at
Marseilles.

{vi) D plus 36 - 1 Cdn Inf Div, complete at
Marseilles. .. :
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(vii) The balance of Cdn Corps troops not lifted
in (i) and (ii) will be phased throughout
the remaining flights.

(Ibid, Appx "A", Outline
Movement Plan)

11, Advance parties would consist of personnel from
A.F.H.Q. to assist in reconnaissance and planning on the Ls,
of C4 who would be moved by air from Italy, and units and
detachments from the Torce to assist on the Ls. of C, These
were being despatched by A.F.H.Q. in early flights of L.S.T.
They consisted of:

(1) A Detall Issue Depot and Port Detachment
R.A.5.C. (from A.F.H.Q. resources).

(11) 41 Can Gen Tpt Coy.

(1i1) HQ 1 Cdn.L. of C. Provost Coy, 1, 2, 3 and
& Lis of C. Provost Sections and 35 Traffic
Control Coy.

(iv) 1 Can Motor Ambulance'Coy less one platoon,
plus 20 Cdn Medical Officers and Medleal
Orderlies.

(v) 3 Cdn Lt Rec Sec.
(vi) One Platoon 1 Cdn Motor Ambulance Coy.

(Ibid, Appx "B"™, Units to
recelve First Priority for Duty
and L of C.)

Sea movement of the main force was to be carried out by L.S.T.,
M.T. ships and personnel ships. The dally average rate of
discharge was expected to reach 40 tanks, 700 other vehicles
(650 wheeled, 50 carriers) and 3700 personnel,

12, The land route to be followed between Marseilles
and- the final dispersal point at Leuze in Belgium, covered a
distance of approximately 660 miles' - estimated at five days!
march with four nights' staging, Com Zone Etousa was to arrange
for a reconnalssance of the route in order to decide the location
of the necesgsary bivouac areas, five in number. These would be
from 100 to 130 miles apart, The Administrative Order listed
the following proposed route for the road movement:

No. 538 from Marseilles ¢to Senas
8N No., - 7 from Senas to Lyon

N No. 6 from Lyon to Chagny

N No. 74 from Chagny to Dijon

N No. 5 from Dijon to Melun

N No. - 36 from Melun to Meaux

N No. 330 from Meaux to Senlis .

N No. 32 Tfrom Senlis to Ham

N No. 30 from Ham . to St Quentin
N No. 44 from St Quentin to Cambrai

N No. 29 from Cambrai o Valenciens
‘N No. 48 from Valenclens %o Leuze

(Ibid)

& Route Nationale
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13, _ Tanks and tracked vehicles, and all personnel who
could not be carried on wheels,were to move by rail along the
route Lyon.- Chagny - Dijon - Neufchateau - Bar le Duc - Reims
- Laon = Hirson - Aulmoye - Mons. = Ath, "It was estimated that
the journey would take three days. . The rather sinister
anmouncement was made that "Personnel trains will be composed
of box wagons, in which straw will be provided at Marseilles".
Full administrative arrangements were worked out for feeding

en route, and provision was made for wvehicle maintenance and
recovery, for provost and traffic control, for medical care

and for inter-commumications along the route, (Ibid)
.14, On 8 Feb a conference at A.F.H.Q. settled that

Headqugrters! responsibilities regarding the movement of the
force in Italy as laid down by S.H.A.E.F. Arrangements were
made covering the provision of rations for the road, sea and
rall journey, the sort of equipment to be taken, the provision
of staging accommodation in Ital and the handling of
casualties (AEF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C , Vol II, Docket I, FX24673,
A.F.H.Q. to 1 Cdan Corps, 10 Feb 45), An "Ingtruction to
Canadian Units Preparing to llove on Operations Overseas" was
issued by A.F.H.Q. on 13 Feb, It provided information regarding
dress, security, the marking of vehicles, the handling of
baggage, the disposal of special C.M.F, equipment, the
Preparation of vehicles for loading and the scale of "A" and

'BY vehicles for movement. A plan was drawn up for the
movement by road or rail of the tanks and tracked vehicles of
1 Cdn Corps from their present conventration points to the
Italian soaboard. (Hist Sec file Italy:” 1945/1 Cdn Corps/C/F
Docket III: Preliminary Report on Lxorcise "GOLDFLAKE", '
para 4 (d) and (e).

15, These Instructionsg for the movement of forces from
Italy adequately provided most of the administrative arrangements

necessarys Adding to the immenslty of the task was the fact ‘
that the Canadion units and formations in' Italy were widely
scattered:s 1 Cdn Corps Headquarters and some Corps troops weére
at Ravenna, 1 Cdn Inf Div was in the line along the R. Scnio,

north and west of Ravenna, 5 Cdn Armd Div was In reserve and

resting along the coastal sector from Rimini to Cattolica,

with troops of its 12 Can Inf Bde inland and south as far as

Pabriano. (See Report No, 143), 1 Cdn Armd Bde, which had

been fighting during the winter with the U.S., Fifth Army, was
now located partly in Fifth Army's area north of Florence and

partly with Eighth Army on the Adriatic coast (see Report .

No. 175);Canadian Reinforcement and Administrative Units were

at Fano and Avellino. 1st Echelon was at Rome, and there

were Canadian hospitals at Jesi, Cattolica, Rome, Perugils,
Caserta and Avellino. Seattered throughout the three Military

Administrative Districts of Italy were such small units as

Field Punishment Camps, Leave Centres, Convalescent Depots,

Town Majors and Graves Registration units.

16, The bulk of Canadian troops to be moved were in
the Eastern sector, and thus all convoys by road and rail,
whether bound for Naples or Leghorn would have to cut .across
the maintenance Ls. of C, of both Eighth and Fifth Armies.

To accomplish this movement without upsetting the normsl flow
of maintenance traffic required careful planning and phasing.
The original plan had been to embark 5 Cdn Armd Div and 1 Cdn
Armd Bde from Leghorn, and 1 Cdn Corps Tps and 1 Cdn Inf Div
from Naples, but before the Infantry Division was relieved in

the line, it was decided that it should %o from Leghorn (Preliminary -

Report on Exercise "GOLDFLAKE", para 4(a



17. 1 Cdn Corps were put in the picture on 4 Feb for
Operation "GOLDFLAKE" when the B.G.S. and D.A, & Q.M.G. were
informed by the Chief of Staff, Eighth Army that it had been
decided to despatch the Corps to North-West Europe (W.D., A./Q.,
HeQe. 1 Cdn Corps, 4 Feb 45), On the same day the G.0.C. First
Cdn Army, General Crerar, was advised by General Montgomery,

to the former's "great satisfaction of Troopers' intention in
respect to 1 Cdn Corps" (3/Gdfk/1, C 30, Weeks from Crerar,

5 Feb 44), On the following day, the Corps Commander, Lt-Gen

Ce Foulkes and the D.A. & Q.M.G. conferred at A.F.H.Q. and
discussed full details concerning the move. A.F.H.Q. agreed
that certain British unlits which had been attached to the Corps
should be allowed to accompany it. The early move of the Corps
necessitated quick action, and led to daily conferences in
preparation for despatching an advance party to Brussels,

turning over the Corps sector, and moving the Corps and the
units under its command. The necessary administrative
instructions were issued by Corps Headquarters on 9 Feb; orders
for formation moves were given separately by Movements, Rear
Eighth Army. (W.D., A./Q., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, February 1945:

Appx 2, 1 Cdn Corps Adm Instr No. 1, 9 Feb 45). Administration
Post was established in Ravenna under command of Eighth Army,

to be responsible for the further movement of Corps troops and
the collection and handling of stragglers, return leave personnel
and hospital discharges. It would remain until the rear elements
of 1 Cdn Inf Div had been clesared, 1l Cdn Corps Reception Camp
was used for this purpose. (Ibid; W.D., A./Q., HiQs 1 Can Corps,
11 Feb 45)

THE MOVEMENT OF H.Q. 1 CDN CORPS (13 FEB = 3 MAR 45)

18, It did not take long for Headguarters 1 Cdn Corps
to start moving on the long trek that they were to make in order
to join First Cdn Army (see Map). On 13 Feb the first flight

of wheels set out from Ravenna. To get a clear picture of the
move, which is typical of all formations, it is necessary to
follow this convoy from start to finish, From Ravenna the convoy
followed Highway No. 16 south along the coast through Rimini,
Pesaro and Ancona to Porto Recanati, the first staging camp on
the Journey. There was no indoor accommodation and the bilvouac
area being very muddy, personnel slept either in vehicles or in
pup tents on the beach, Then the move went on along the coast
through San Benedetto, Pescara, Ortona, San Vito, Rocca San
Giovanni, (where Corps Hoadquarters first took command of
operations more than a year before) to a staging camp on the flat
and desolate feature near Mozzagrogna (C3503). Nissen huts
provided the accommodation here, but guards had to be strengthened
to drive away the dozens of Italian civilians who infested the
camp to beg or steal anything available. From here the route
led to Termoli, and bending away from the coast, angled down

to Foggla, passing on a short distance to Glardinetto (J1803),
where the staging camp was situated in a group of buildings
erected during the Fascist regime as a community farming centre,
and wntil a short time before, used as a C.A.,C. training school.
This wes the last staging camp on the route, which now struck
westward to pass through Arianoc di Puglia and Avellino into
Naples and the tented accommodation of Lammie Camp, Vehicles
went to Texas Camp In the Naples dock area,for personnel were

to voyage to Marsellles separately by normal troop ship

routine, (W.D., A./Q., HsQs 1 Cdn Corps, 11-16 Feb 45; W,D.,
G’.Sll’ H.QQ 1 Cdn COI’pS, 11-16 Feb 45) .
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19, Security measures were rigidly observed during

the passage through Italy. So effective were the precautions
taken that, while it had been rumoured that 1 Cdn Corps was -
going to France, the move south along the Adriatic had to'a
certain extent dispelled thesc rumours among the rank and file.
At Porto Recanati, the first staging camp en route, all unit

and formation patches and service stripes had been ordered taken
down, vehit¢le markings painted out and troops were warned not
to converse with' civilians and to burn all wcste paper which
might give away the fact that they were Canadlans., As a result,
when a security talk was given in the last staging camp before
reaching Naples end the troops were informed that the true
destination was France, the news was joyously roceived, (Ibid,
both War Diaries)

20, Six days were spent in the Naples area, and during
the entire period a rigid C.B. was observed. On 22 Feb, the
troops embarked aboard H.HM.T. "Esperance Bay", the boat sailing
shortly after midnight. Accommodation was crowded, but there
were few complaints, The weather remained fair and the ship
reached Marseilles at noon on 24 Feb, Disembarkation commenced
_immediately and personncl were transported by lorries to a
staging camp 18 miles north of Marseilles, near the village of
Caleas. The camp here was short of tents which necessitated
personnel sletping ten to & tent and meals-were served by the
British camp staff. All vehicles of the first flight had
arrived by the afterncon of 25 Feb, and in the early hours of
the next morning the convoy set off northward across France,
After the squalor and filth of the Italian towns and cities,
Southern France was a welcome change, as noted in 1 Cdn Corps'
War Diary:
The drive to the camp took us through Marseilles.
The contrast to an Italian city was very gréat.
The streets were clean, the people clean and well
dressed and the shops full. Except in’ the dock
area, there was very little bomb damage.  The
people appear very friendly, every child and
many adults waving to us as we rolled by. '

(W.D., G.S.’ H.Qn 1l Cdn -
Corps, 2¢ Feb 45) -

21, From the staging camp the route followed the - -
Rhone River up to St. Rambert, 163 miles from Calas, where the
first night was spoent in a tentcd camp on an abandoned airfield.
Thence it ran through Lyon and Villefranche to the village of
Hurigny, near Macon, a distance of 80 miles from' the last camp,
to a staging area which had no sleeping accommodation, and -
where personnel "bunked down" as best they coulds On the third
day the convoy covered 140 miles along a route which led through
Chagny and Dijon to a camp at Toulllons, near Les Laumes.

This was also a bivouac area with no accommodation, It was 110
miles to the next staging camp, well tented, which was located
south~east of Melun in the Bois d'Echou forest, about 30 miles
from Paris. From here the convoy moved on through Mecaux,
Senlis, Ham and St., Quentin to the final staging area at Cambrai,
163 miles from Melun. On 3 Mar Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps
crossed the Belgian border just north of St, Amand-les-Esux

and in the afternoon reached the Dispersal ‘Point at Renalx (W.D.,
G.Se, HeQes 1 Cdn Corps, 17 Feb - 3 Mor 45: W.D., A./Q., HeQo

1 Can Corps, 17 Feb - 3 Mar 45). The first flight was welcomed
into the new area by the Corps advance party of 37 officers and
203 other ranks, who had left Ravenna on 13 Feb, travelling to
Marseilles via Loghorn, and had arrived in Belgium several days
before. (Preliminary Report on Exercise "GOLDFLAKE", para 5§ (c))
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Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps came under command of 21 Army Group on
its arrival in Belgium on 3 Mar,., (Ibid, Appx 13, Procedure for
Comd and Adm of 1 Cdn Corps)

22, The road route through France was well marked with
"GF" signs at all junctions and bends, and while accommodation
arrangements were not all that could be desired in the early
stages of "GOLDFLAKE", this situation was soon corrected. Each
staging camp provided a hot meal for every convoy, and as morale
was very high in view of the move there was no grousing. In
addition, the Auxiliary Services were much in evidence at all
camps, providing plenty of picture shows, chocolatc bars and
free cigercttes. (W.D., G.3., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, February and
March 1945) -

THE MOVEMENT OF 5 CDN ARMD DIV (13-27 FEB 45)

23, - Units of 5 Cdn Armd Div, commanded by Maj-Gen B.ii.
Hoffmeister, D.S.0.,.-were In rest and reserve along the Adriatic
coast near .Ricclone when they recelved on 6 Feb, instructions
for Operation "GOLDFLAKE", This was short notice, as movement
commenced on 10 Feb and involved approximately 19,723 (including
attached) personnel, 5614 "B" vehicles, 455 tanks and 320
carriers. Heavy tanks were loaded at Rimini and carriers and
light tanks at Riccione, while tracked vehicles of 12 Cdn Inf
Bde were added to the tail of divisional trains at Jesi. From
the first flight of tracks despatched on 10 Feb loading and
shipment flowed evenly until the programme was completed on the
Rlst. The rail journey from Rimini to Leghorn took about 50
hours. At the seaport, tracks wore loaded into L.S.Ts. for the
sea journey to Marseilles, and there reloaded on to warflats

to continue across France by rail to the off-loading point -
Ath in Belgium. The three days' journey through France was
accomplished without any undue happenings. (Prelimina Report
on Exercise "GOLDFLAKE", para 5 (a) and (b); W.D., G.S., HeQ.

, Cdn Army Div, February 1945; W.D., A./Q., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div,
February 1945)

24, The Divisional Starting Point for the wheeled
flights was at Cattolica. The first flight left on 10 Feb, and
heading southward along the Adriatic coast, took a circuitous.
route of 315 miles to Leghorn. Convoys left the coast road at
Porto Civitanova, turning west to Foligno, the first staging
point. From Foligno the route was in a north-westerly direction,
through Perugia and Arezzo to Pontassieve, the second night's
staging area. Changing direction towards the west, it was only
60 miles from Pontassieve, through Florence, Empoli and Pontadera
into Harrod's Camp, five miles north of Leghorn. Harrod's

was a tentod camp and the staging area where final precparations
were- completed for the sea movement of personnel and vehicles
from Leghorn to Marseilles. (Ibid)

25, 5 Cdn Armd Div Main and Rear Headquarters left
Riccione on 15 Feb and, taking a shorter route, travelled north-
west through Rimini and Forli, then south-west through Pontassieve
and on to the staging camp near Leghorn, The journey was
completed in one day. 12 Cdn Inf Bde, using Fabriano as a
Starting Point, cut nearly straight west into Pontassieve for

one night's staging on the route to Leghorn. (Ibid; W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 15 Feb 45)

26, Sea movement of the Division commenced on 15 Feb
and was completed by 1 Mar., On arrival at Marseilles, after
a few days' staging at Calas while vehicles were concentrated,
the long convoys moved up the length of France, following the
marked road route. First elements of the Division arrived in
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theilr new location at Dixﬁuda, Belgium, on 27 Feb, to be greeted
by the a?vancc party., (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 27 Feb -
1 Mar 45 ' . -

THE MOVEMENT OF 1 CDN ARMD BDE (26 FEB - 12 MAR 45)

27. As related in a preceding report (No. 175) the
conclusion of the winter operations in Italy found 1 Cdn Armd
Bde, commanded by Brigadicr W.C. Murphy, D.S.0., E.D., fairly
widely scattered. On 1 Feb 45, 'the Brigade with its Head-
quarters at Borgo S. Lorenzo, north of Florence, was under
command of 13 Corps of Fifth Army, and was preparing to move to
tho Adriatic coast for operations under Eighth Army. 14 Cdn
.Armd Regt had already been transferred to the Cotignola area,
where it was under command of 56 (London) Div. (Report No., 175,
para 81). With the Brigade thus in both the Fifth and Eighth
Army areas, administration, supply and inter-communication were
very difficult, On 4 Feb, after 11 Cdn Armd Regt had been
transported from Borgo S. Lorenzo to Porto S, Glorgio, on the
Adrietic coast, the announcement of "GOLDFLAKE" cancelled the
move for the remaining units of the Brigade. With some Brigade
elements now nearly 250 miles away down the Adriatic, and others
under command of different formations - one of which was in the
line at the time - the arrival of the now movement instructions
created a difficult administrative problem. In spite of the
dispersed nature of the Brigade, however, its phase of Operation
"GOLDFLAKE" proceeded smoothly and with despatch. The movoement
of tracked vehicles of 11 Cdn Armd Regt from Jesi begen on 21 Febj;
14 Cdn Armd Regt loaded theirs at Forli on 24 Feb, while 12 Cdn
Armd Regt tanks were sent by road .transporters direect to Leghorn.
- Wheeled vehicles begen to move to Harrod's Camp on 26 Feb,
Embarkation of the whole Brigade started at Leghorn on 3 Mar
and was completed in five days. (Prcliminary Report on Exercise
"GOLDFLAKE", para 5 (4d) ;

28. The long road journey from Marseilles provided no
unusual incident end the first wheeled convoy of Brigade Head-
quarters arrived at the mew area in Lauwe, Belgium, on 12 Mar;
tank trains of the Brigade had orff-loaded two days previously
at Menin. By 15 Mar all units had arrived complete and 1 Cdn
Armd Bde was under command of First Cdn Army. The following
note from the Brigade War Diary underlines the speed with which
the change of theatres was accomplished:

. 11 C.A.R. having arrived in the Nijmegen sector
late on the night 23/24 Mar began on this day to
take over positions opposite Arnhem under command
of the 49 (WR) Div (wef 23 Mar 45). It is
interesting to note that the brigade was only
actually fully relieved in Italy when 14 C.A.R.
left the Faenza sector 21 Feb. Thus the Brigade
had moved from Central Italy to Northern Belgium
and was committed on' the Western Front - all in
a. month, "

; (W.D., HOQ. 1 Cd!l Amd
Bde, 24 Mar 45)

THE MOVEMENT OF 1 CDN INF DIV (25 FEB - 23 MAR 45)

289, = The last elements of 1 Cdn Inf Div, which was
commanded by Maj-Gen H.W. Foster, D.S.0., were relieved in the
Senio line by 8 Ind Inf Div on 25 Feb. Main Divisional

2 s"?.
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Headquarters was located at this time at Borghetto, west of
Ravenna, On 25 Feb movement commenced from this sector to
temporary concentration areas at Fermo and Macerata, about 150
miles down the Adriatic coast. Fermo was a decided and
welcome change from long service in the field for most of the
Division, and Headquarters personnel were loud in their praise
of the accommodation provided for them.

Villa Vinci is a splendid mess and after our
first night here we praise its comfort and love
its good looks! Here, for the first time in
months, we know once more what running water is,
we hear with strange glee the flushing of a
- toilet! Our sleeping quarters are furnished,
our dining room is big and not bare and both C
and E mess are housed therein. A mess has
separate quarters in an adjacent wing; Senior
officers however, continue to sleep in their
very comfortable caravans.

The Villa is owned by Countess Julia Vinci, nes
Valdeschi, The Count was a Capt in the Italian
Artillery but now a prisoner of war - he was
caught by the British in Sidi Barani during Gen
Wavell's campaign - was at one time Italian
Minister to Ethiopia then to Hungary and was to
go to Buenos Aires as Italian Ambassador when
war was declared.:

Fermo which we take in on a sort of sight-

seeing tour is a pleasant little place, which
has not been touched by war, It is clean, tidy,.
well kept. There are meny descents and ascents:
and seldom if ever does one find oneself on even
ground. The town 1s very old, one of the

oldest in Italy; it was founded in 738 B.C., now
has a population of 15,000 and is the proud
possessor of no less than 22 churches, a rather
large proportion, but this is Italy, the country

of churches.
(W De, GeS., HeQe 1 Cdn
Inf Div, 25 Feb 45)

30. From Fermo the Division moved to Leghorn on a road
route through Foligno and Pontassieve with a night's staging

in each placs, Carriers, half-tracks and 17-pr guns were
shipped from Rimini. With an estimated strength of 19,500
personnel, the rate of movement was set at approrimately 300
wheeled vehicles per day, carrying 1200 troops but A.F.H.Q.

gave authority to increase the size of each vehicle!s load.

The first flight of wheels consisting of 261 vehicles carrying
1652 personnel, left Fermo on 28 Feb; other flights of like

size left on succeeding days with few Interruptions, until

12 Mar when the thirteenth and final flight was desgatched for
Leghorn. (Preliminary Report on Exercise "GOLDFLAKE", para 5 (e)

31, While the concentration of 1 Cdn Inf Div at
Harrod's Camp was proceeding, embarkation for Marseilles
commenced on 7 Mar, and within two weeks the complete Division
had left Italy. On arrival in France, the wheeled convoys
were soon rolling northward to Belgium, where Divisional Head-
quarters were established for a short period in Itegem. On

4 Apr the Division moved into Germany, under command of 2 Cdn
Corps for its first operation - "CANNONSHOT" - in North-West
Europe. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 4 Apr 45)
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32 Congidering the size of the force and the distance
of the movement, Operation "GOLDFLAKE" had been carried through
most efficlently from start to finish, The following schedule
showa that the minimum amount of operational time had been lost:

" Formation Date first elements Arrived in Moved
. ‘ left areas in Italy new areas forward
Cdn Corps 13 Feb 45 3 Mar 45 . 13 Mar 45
Can Armd Div 15 Feb 45 27 Feb 45 30 Mar 45
Cdn Armd BdeX® 26 Feb 45 12 Mar 45 9 Apr 45
Cdn Inf Div 25 Feb 45 "23 Mar 45 4 Apr 45

(FJCD., G-.S., 'H.QQ l Cdrl GOI‘pS,
13 Mar 45; W.D., G.S., H.Q.

5 Cdn Armd Div, 30 Mar 45;
W.D,, H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde,

9 Apr 45; .WQD.’ G.S., HIQ. 1
Cdn Inf Div, 4 Apr 45)

ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS FOLLOW

33 In general, the movement of the Administrative
units came late in the "GOLDFLAKE" schedule. ~ 4 Bn 1 C,B.R.G.
was phased in early, but the other three battalions moved at
later dates; 1 and 2 Bns embarked at Naples on 14 Mar and 3 Bn
on 18 Mar. Many of the L. of C. units were phased in with
Corps Troops.' C.W.A.C. personnel who had been employed as
clerks and stenographers at Cdn Sce 1 Ech ombarked for the
United Kin%dom early in April. (Preliminary Report on Exercise
"GOLDFLAKE", para 5 (f)). Of tho hospitals located in Italy,
14 and 15 Cdn Gen Hosps were disbanded, and personnel returned
to England in April. 1, 3 and 5 Cdn Gen Hosps were despatched
to North-West Europe by way of Naples; 3 Cdn Gen Hosp left
Cattolica on 16 Feb, 1 Cdn Goen Hosp departed from Jesi on 28 Fob
and 5 Cdn Gen Hosp from Rome on 7 Mar. Owing to there being
no facilitles for female porsonnel in staging camps, Nursing
Sisters were staged in Rome at the Canadian Officcers' Hotel -~
the "Chateau Laurier" - and werc not called forward for
embarkation until the last possible date. Where necessary,
they were lodged for one night in Naples at the Nursing Sisters?
Rest Home or at 194 Brit Gen Hosp. (Ibid, para 5 (g)). On
arrival at Marseillces, Nursing Sisters were despatched by air
from Martignano Airport to North-West Europe (Hist Sec file:
AEF: 45/1 Cdn Mov Control/Q/H, Docket IV). 28 Cdn Gen Hosp,

a 200-bed hospital at Avellino remained until 19 Apr when it
was disbanded, and personnecl despatched to the United Kingdom
{S/Gdfk/i/ﬁ, A.Q. 529, Candex to Canmilitry, 2 May 45).

Various small units, some of which had been formed especially
for service in the Mediterrancsn,and others which would
duplicdate similar units already in North-West Europe, were
disbanded and their personnel returned to the United Kingdom.

& Tt has been noted that one element of 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 11 Can
Armd Regt, was attached to 49 (W.R.) Div and moved forward on
23 Mar 45. (W.D., H.Q. 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 23 Mar 45)
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34. As already noted, officers for special liaison
duty, or those whose early presence at Headquarters 21 Army
Group was necessary, travelled from Italy by plane, most of
them departing from Naples. The first advance party of
Canadian formations was despatched to Brussels from the Allied
Air Terminal at Peratola Airfield outside Florence on 12 Feb.
This party consisted of 18 personnel from Headquarters 1 Cdn
Corps, 12 from Headquarteérs 5 Cdn Armd Div, four from 1 Cdn
Armd Bde, one from Cdn Sec 1 Ech and one from Cdn Sec 2 Ech.
Their task was to reconnoitre and take over the new areas in
Belgium in preparation for the arrival of units and formations
being transferred from Italy. (Ibid, para 5 (h))

SHIPPING ARRANGEMENTS

35« The amount of shipping provided for the movement
of the Canadian troops and their equlpment from the Italian sea-
ports to Marseill.s was adjusted to conform with the flow of
traffic, On D Day and the two following days, six L.S.T. left
Leghorn daily, after which the rate of movement dropped to four
per daye. Every three days two M.T. ships sailed from Leghorn,
and eight from Naples., A ship carrying personnel left Naples
daily %S/Gdfkfl, S.H.A.E.F. Admin Order, 10 Feb 45, Appx "A").

This programme from Leghorn was modified on 11 Mar by instructions
‘from AF.H.Q.: '

(a) The programme from Leghorn is to continue at
the present rate of 4 LSTs every day and 2 MT
ships every three days until 31 Mar, The four
last LSTs are to sail from Leghorn on 31 Mar,
the last two MT ships on 29 MNar.'

(b) From 1 to 10 Apr approximately three LSTs will
ferry every day from Leghorn - Marseilles -
Bastia - Leghorn on a five day round trip.

(AEF: 45/1 Cdn Corps/C/E, Vol II,
DOCket 1, FX48110, AQF.H.Q. ‘bO
S.HlA.EIF., 11 Mal" 45)

The shipment of personnel and equipment of the operational units
included in "GOLDFLAKE" was practically completed by the scheduled
date -~ 22 Mar,  Troops destined for movement to the United

Kingdom embarked at Naples,as 2 Cdn N.E.T.D. located.at Avellino
nearby, handled all United Kingdom drafts. (Prelimiggry Report on
Exercise "GOLDFLAKE", para 17). A large amount of supplieg and
some reserve vehicles were loaded at Bari, on the east coast® (Ibid.
para 7). '

% Ships used in addition to L.S.Ts. for trénsporting_troops and
equipment in Operation "GOLDFLAKE" were "Ignatius Donnely", "James
J. Hi11", "W.P. Fessenden", "Caleb B, Strong", "Sam Spelga",
"Cornelius Hartnett", "Joseph Pulitzer", "Edwin Moore", "Fort
Sturgeon", "Samgloryﬁ, "Samaffric", "Samwye", "Esperance Bay",
"Thaddeus Kosciuskko", "Joseph Warren", "General I. Black", "John
Blair", "Sam Truth", "Port Dauphin", "Sam Kansa", "Justin Morrell"(
"William Borah", "Melville