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Canad Particination in the
Operatiofis in North-West Europe
1944, Part V: -Clearing
the Channel Ports, 3 Sép 44 =
é_FOh . "’2 .
1 This is a further report in the series dealing with

the Canadian operations in North-West Europe during 1944-45,
It presents a detailed narrative of the operations of First
Cdn Army in reducing the great Channel fortresses of Le

Havre, Boulogne and Calais, and in laying siege to Dunkirk,
(The story of the bloodless liberation of Dieppe is re-
counted in Report No, 183, which deals with the pursuit of the
German armies, reeling back from their disastrous defeat in
Normandy). The operations here described have been recorded
in a less detailed form in Preliminary Report No, 146,

2y With bridgeheads on the east bank of the Seine
wrested from the enemy, 21 Army Group was in position to
sweep through France and on to the Low Countries in a mighty
thrust inside the West Wall of Hitler's Europe., The defences
and garrison of that thin but formidable barrier would
menace the left flank of any such advance., The German strong=-
holds lying between the foremost troops and the United King-
dom would prevent the maintenance of the Allied armies by
the shortest cross-channel routes, Until the channel coast
was cleansed of the German plague, the advancing armies

would be dependent on what supplies could be brought in
across the distant beaches of Calvados. Furthermore, from
the coastal belt the Hun was shelling our convoys passing
through the Straits of Dover, Clearing this vital Channel
coast was to be the task of First Canadian Army, in its
capacity as the left flank of 21 Army Group.

FIRST CDN ARMY'S ASSIGNMENT

3. Along:the western coastline of France the Germans
had turned the ports into fortified nodal points of the West
Wall, The planning of these defences was done on a grand
scale, They were to have the biggest guns, the most cement,
and the best troops in France. - In fulfiiment of these ambi-
tious designs guns and cement were as specified by Hitler,
but in all cases the character of the troops left much to be
desired., Over a dozen fortresses Wwere named, including the
channel ports, Le Havre, Boulogne, Calais ané Dunkirk., The
instructions on the han&ling of these bastions came straight
from Berlin in a series of decrees by the Fuhrer himself,
They were to, be defended to the last, and each Fortress Com-

mandant was to be responsible with hils head if these orders were
not carried out., (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket III: fol 16,

Special Igtg;;gggt%og Report gld Mars d G

von Rundstedt, p.
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4, On 26 Aug, while the Allled armies were crossing
the Seine, General éir. B.L. Montgomery, C,=in-C, 21 Army Gp,
gave his orders to Lt-Gen H.D.G, Crerar:

Having crossed the Seine, the army will

operate northwards, will secure the port

of Dieppe, and wili proceed quickly with

the destruction of all enemy forces in |
the coastal belt up to Bruges.

(¢.0,C.~-in-C./1~0: fol 63,
Direc ! s and lMontgomery,
0 dy to the Baltic, p.l55

1 Brit Corps would swing westwards into the Le Havre peninsula,
to destroy the enemy there and secure the great port of Ile

Havre (Ibid). The army commitment was spread over a considerable
distance and involved the reduction of 2ll the fortresses along
the channel coast from the Seine to the mouth of the West
Scheldt, (AEF 45/First Cdn Army/C/F, Docket II: I Lectures,
18 May 45) The seiZure of thesec ports was now urgent, for

21 Army CGroup's lines of communications were becoming extended

as the leading troops raced on toward Germany. On 30 Aug, the
Ce=in~C, decided to reduce the guantity of stores and vehicles
being brought in across the Calvados beaches, and rely for some
maintenance on the early capture of a small port such as Dieppe
or Boulogne, (lMontgomery - Normandy to the Baltic p.162)

e Dieppe fell quickly (see Report No.183), and Le Havre

was invested by 1 Brit Corps, while 3 Cdn Inf Div, as we shall

see, thrust on towards Boulogne and Calais, But even if Le

Havre fell soon, General Montgomery would not have the port he
needed, for in Ehe administrative plan it was assigned to the

use of United States forces. (Mann Lectures, 18 May 45). On 6 Sep,
therefore, he asked Lt-Gen Crerar for his estimate of how long

it would take to get Boulogne, for even at this early date he

saw that the Germans would attempt to deny him the use of Antwerp
by holding the islands at the mouth of the Scheldt (G.0.C.in-C./1-0:

fol 73,Personal Message for Armv Comd from C.=-in-C.)
6 General Crerar's opinion was that a "speedy and

victorious termination of the war depended fundamentally upon
the capture by First Cdn Army of the channel ports", These
ports had become essential to solve the administrative problem
resulting from the rapidity of the recent advance of the 4llied
armies, and the delay in the capture of the great port of Brest.
Until %hey were secured it was not possible to press on against
the retreating enemy as quickly nor as powerfully as the
favourable military situation warranted (W.D,, G.0.C.-in=C,,
First Cdn Army, September 1944: Appx "D", Letter 9 Sep 44,
G,0,C.~in=-C, to Corps Comds). Le Havre was assigned, as we
have seen, to 1 Brit Corps, and Lt-Gen G,G. Simonds, commanding
2 Cdn Corps, which was advancing with all speed between the
frmy boundary and the English Channel towards its objectives
around Bruges and the West Scheldt, directed 3 Cdn Inf Div

on Boulogne and Calais, (AEF/First Cdn Ar /C/E, Docket II:
fol 16,Directive to Corps Comds, d4/1 Sep 42%

A.  OPERATION "ASTONIA", THE CAPTURE OF LE HAVRE
, 10-12 SEP 44

7 The leading troops of 1 Brit Corps, Yorkshire-
men of 49 (W.,R,) Inf Div, having crossed the Seine about 25
miles east of Le Havre, made contact with the perimeter defences
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of that port on the evening of 3 Sen. At 0800 hrs the next
morning the besiegers received the rejection of their demand
that the German garrison surrender, It was apparent that the
place would have to be asssulted (AEF/1 Brit Corns/C/F:
Directorate of Tactical Investigation, War Office, Operation
"ASTONIA" p.1l; and AEF/21 Army Gp C/F, Docket II: LE-Col
ACE, Werhurst, Immedizate Report 'o. 54, Capture of le Havre,
d/1 Oct 44), The CGermen Commender, Colonel Eberhard Wildermuth,
now had nothing to do but aweit the assault, Wildermuth apnears
to have had a vague hope that it night not come, and that a
siege would be sttempted instead., This hope stemmed from the
fact that the Allies probsbly knew that the harbour had been
made unserviceable, and that Le Havre as 2 port, had, for the

‘time being, been destroyed. DBut it was a forced hope, and later

Wildermuth admitted that in his heart of hearts he realized that
a siege at that stage of the campailgn was unlikely (AEF/First
Cdn Arny/L/F, Docket III: Ser 15, Special Interrogation Report,
Colonel Eberhard Wildermuth) . -

THE PLA¥ OF ATTACK

S As eerly as liarch 1944, “the nlanning staff of

21 Army Group had produced a prelitinery study, "to effect

the capture of Rouen and Le Havre about D-plus-90 with the
object of securing the Port df le Havre". (D.T,I,, Wgr Office,
Operation “ASTONIAM) "In the event, the outline nlan for

the operation wss actnally prodrced on 3 Sep, 89 days after

the Allies hsd landed on the Normandy beaches, This called

for the employment by 1.Brit Corps of 49 (W.R.) Inf Div with
34 Tk Bde under command, znd 51 (Ey) Inf Diy with 33 2Armd

Bde wunder conm&nd, '

Qe The Highlend Division was:'to move down the coast

and take over the Western half of the 1ing and the two divi-
sions were to continue to drive in'the enemy outposts and by
vigorous patrolling intinildate 'him and learn everything possible
about his dispositions. = If the enemy showed any sign of
weakness end presented the opportunity, nenetration of his

main positions was to be made. Arrangements were made for

Navel and Alr bombazrdnent to "Ysoften-up" his defences, and

-to facilitate this co-operation, Corps Headcuarters was put

in direct touch with the Roysl Navy and with Bomber Command,

In the event of these attzcks and the preliminary efforts of

the szround forces having no effect the assesult was to take

2lace on 8 or 9 September, depending on the administrative

situetion and the amount of information obtained. (Werhurst, Canture
of Le Havre, ¢/1 Oct 44)

10, The assaultinz forces were faced with a difficult

. task, for Le Havre was strongly protected from ground attack,

both by the nature of the ground and by man-made defence works™,
Water protected three sides of the city'~‘on the west the

open Channel, on the south the Seine estuary, and on the east

the flooded valley of the Lezarde River, It was obvious that

the attack would have to come from the north, But here again

the topogranhy aided the defenders. High ground around
Octeville, about two miles north of the city and half-a-nile
inland from the sea, commandec the northern approaches to the
city, and to the north-east, on the west side of the Iezarde
valley, were two high plateaux. This high ground was protected

by a belt of wire and minefields running. from the Lezarde

valley at La Rive, near Montivilliers, to the sea coast nearw,
Octeville, Air photos revealed, running between the mine~
fields, along the northern slope of the nztural features,

an anti-tank ditch, 20 feet wide and asbout 10 feet deep.

(D.T,I. Report, Operation "AITONIAM, Trace "A"), Mmerous infantrv
strong noints of concrete for the emplovment of nzchine guns :

X See Yap "AT :
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and anti-tank weapons studded the outer defence positions to the
north, Eleven of these were spotted (and their positions confirmed
by deserters) on the northeérn plateau west of the Lezarde. In the
city itself were 28 artillery positions, nominally of four guns
each. The majority of these, however, could only fire out to sea.
Within the city two forts, Fort Ste Addresse and Fort Sanvic,
together with many road blocks, pill boxes, fortified houses and
concrete shelters, completed the defensive system behind which the
enemy awaited the assault. The strength of the garrison was
believed to be between 7550 and 8700, including some 4,000
artillery and flak troops and 1300 naval perscnnel of low fighting
value., Patrols, air observation and civilians, all contributed
to the store of information available before the attack, Over
300 civilians were interro§ated in the quest for intelligence.,
(D.TeI. Report, Operation "ASTONIA", p.2. For a detalled description
of intelligence methods employed see 2 Cdn Corps Int Summary,

No. 57, 22 Sep 44)

11, The German Commander was interviewed, while a prisoner

of war, and gave his own estimate of the strength of his garrison.
He was pleased with the conscientiousness and ability of his

staff of elderly reserve officers. He had about 4500 infantry of
verying quality. He conslidered that his best troops were a
battalion of 36 Gr of 245 Inf Div, These men were well trained

and knew the problems of the defence, Battle-experienced men on
leave from the eastern front, hastily banded together into two
battalions, had not yet shaken down into a smooth-working team.

The men of 81 Fortress Unit; ond two battalions of 5 Sicherungs
Regiment (Protective Regiment) were infirm and of small fighting
value. The fortress commander having considered the quality of his
troops and the facilities for defence, had reported to the Commander
of Pifteenth Army, so he alleged later, that the fortress could

be held against an assault for 24 hours in unfavourable circumstances,
or 72 hours if clrcumstances favoured the defonce. (Speecial
Interrogation Report -~ Wildermuth)

12, Operations began with a process of softening the
defences with high explosive and the defenders with propaﬁanda.
The Royal Navy monitor H.M.S. "Erebus", ammed with two 15" guns,
engaged counter-battery targets arranged by the C.C.R.A. oOn

S5 and 8 Seps On both occasions, however, she suffered hits

from a shore battery and was forced to withdraw. (D.TeIa,
Operation "ASTONIA"; CeBe 3148, (February 1945) Gunnery Review,
Normandy Bombardment Experience, June/scptember, 1044; and
IEF/FIrst Cdn Army/B/F, Dockoet IT: ADDX or, fol 5, Naval

Fire Support)e. Daylight attacks were made by heavy bombers

on 5, 6 and 8 Sep, during which 1000 aircraft dropped over

4000 tons of bombs upon the town and surrounding defences,

To prevent any repetition of the tragic errors of 14 Aug

(see Report No, 169), forward troops were withdrawn 3000

yards during these attacks, but the bombs were dropped with -
extreme accuracy and were well concentrated upon their proper
targets (D.T«I., Operation "ASTONIA"; and W.De, G.S. Ops,

HeQe Firat Cdn Army, September, 1944, Appx 126; Tel 1

Corps to First Cdn Army, 5 So§ 44), VWhen interviewed, the German
Commander claimed that the military damage done by these air
raids was comparatively slight, but he did admit that two
anti-aircraft batterics were mnde useless, the telephone

circuit was damaged and the streets made impaasable by rubble
(Special Interrogation Report - Wildermuth), There seems little
doubt that the prellminary shelling end raiding, combined

with the 900,000 leaflets dropped by the R.A.F., 22,000 more
fired by the artillery, and the loudspeaker broadcasts, were
a3} factors which contributed in no small degree to the speecd
with which the reduction of the fortress was achieved (D.T.I.,
Operation "ASTONIA"). :
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135 Meanwhile, Lt-Gen Sir John Crocker, commanding

1 Brit Corps, was making final plans for the assault, In view
of the nature of the defences specialized armour from 79 Armd
Div was made available:. This included 44 armoured nersonnel
carriers (Kangaroos) of the newly organized lst Canadian
Armoured Personnel Carrier Squadron, a unit formed as a

result of the successfil use of "unfrocked Priests" on

7/8 Aug and 14/15 Aug (W.D., 1 Cdn Armd Personnel Carrier

Sgn, 10 Sep 44), The attack was to be in two phases. In

the first, 49 (¥,R,) Inf Div was to breach the outer

defences, capture the northern nlateau and secure a bridge=-
head on the Southern one. Then, in the second phase, while

51 (H.) Inf Div socured a firm base north of the For8t de
Mongeon, the Yorkshiremen would complete the capturc of the
southern plateau, 51 (H.) Inf Div would then destroy the
defences at Octeville, and secure the high ground on the
north-western outskirts of ILe Havre. In the final phase

both divisions werc to exploit rslentlessly into the town.
(D.T.I., Operation "ASTONIA", 1 Corps Op Instr No, 14, 6 Sep 44)

14, The initial task of 49 (W.R.) Inf Div in the

first phasec was to breach and enter thec enemy defences at a

point a mile west of lontiville. Here it would be necessary

to make three gaps through wire and minefield and, in the case

of the central vassage, bridge the anti-tank ditch. For the
task, 56 Inf Bde had fiails to deal with mines, A{Vs.R.E. for the
bridging of the ditch, and the Churchills of 7 R, Tks. To deal
with the strongpoints behind the enemy minefislds and wire, they
had mere A,Vs . R.E. and Crocodile flame-throwing tanks, The battalion
whose task it was to pass through the northern plateau and

secure a bridgehead on the southern plateau, had Churchills

in support, plus the vory great advantage of being carried

to their: objectives in the Canadian-mannad Kangaroos.

(D,T.I., Operetion "ASTONIA")

15, In the second phase, 51 (H,) Inf Div was to start
its operations in darkness, with a break-in just west of the
gaps made earlier by 49 (W.R,) Inf Div. For their part in
the assault the Scotsmen also received the assistance of the
strange contrivances of 79 Armd Div. The gap was to be
three lanes in width, and each lanec was to be made by an
identical armoured column, or "gapping team". The leading
vehicle was an A,V.R.E,, whose principal function was to
clear the anti-landing poles and wires which infested the
arca, Next came the first "flail", whose responsibility
included direction keening by gyro compass, an important and
difficult task at night, as had been found in Operation
"TOTALIZE", There would follow two A.Vs,R.E., with "snakes"
for detonating by exnlosives the mines on the far side of
the trench, and so giving the four flails which followed a
clear area from which to start their work of mine detonation.

% - 1 Canadian Armoured Personnel Carrier Squadron had been
formed on 1 Sep 44 as the result of the success which attended
the use of "unfrocked Priests" cerrying infantry during
Operations "TOTALIZE"™ and "TRACTABLEY", The squadrons had
4 troops each of 12 Kangaroos (W.D,, 1 Canadian Armoured
Personnel Carrier Squadron, 1 Sep 44). This squadron and its
successor, 1 Canadian Armoured Personnel Carrier Regiment,
(formed 23 :Oct 44) were to provide a satisfactory solution to
the problem of transporting infantry safely through the
enemy's outer defences. (A Short account of the activities
of the unit has been published under the title First

Canadian Armoured Carrier Regiment, The History of the
Kangaroos).
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The last two vehicles would be an A.V.,R.E. towing & sledge

full of fascines for use by the divisional sappers and a
bulldozer to improve the crossings. 4s in Oneration "TOTALIZE",
direction-keening was to ba-aided by tapes and lights, and
Bofors tracers.(D.T.I,, Opsration "ASTONIA™)

16, To the infantry, as yet unacquainted with the work
of the 79 Armd Div special equipment, their forthcoming
assistance was not regarded as an unmixed blessing. The
following was the reaction of a British battalion second-in-
command when he saw the mass of queer vehicles which were to
assist his battalions:

After supper I drafted the orders of march for

our advance, We are to have Crocodiles, A,Vs.R.E.,
tanks and flails, All very complicated, too
complicated in fact, and I have been trying. to
nersuade Harry to leave some of this menagerie
behind as I fear they will get stuck in the woods
we have to go through...We were up early for our
rehearsal with the funnies, It has been raining
for days, and the flails and AVREs got stuck in
the mud, and the crocodiles did not do much better.
It is going to be very difficult to control

this Zoco.,.We shall have fifty-four vehicles

and they are all being lined up tonight

(9 Sep)., I hope to goodness they mark tne

route well, and especially the minefields

so that we cannot go wrong in the dark, 6ur
column is being led by a sapper sergeant,
Whitefield, in charge of a scissors bridge

to put across the first anti-tank diteh., It

seems a great responsibility to give an N.C.O.

(Lt=~Col HartinlLindsay, D.5.0.,
M,P,, So Few Got Through)

17, As already indicated, the attacking corps re-
ceived the weighty assistance of Bomber Command and the Royal
Navy. The air plan for the day of the operation called for
the use of a very large number of bombers, with a bomb load
of over 4000 tons to be dropped on defined targets within the
city. H.I.S., "Erebus" and H,!1,S, "Warsnite" were to bring to
its climax the counter=battery programme which had begun
during the softening-up period (see para 12). The air effort
in support of the ground also receiwved ground supnort, for
the artillery were to fire a counter-flsk programme, to keep
all enemy anti-aircraft guns out of action while the bombers

were attacking,(D.T.I., Operation "ASTONIA")

18, A tremendous weight of artillery was available

to support the attack., In addition to the six field regiments

of the two divisions, there were two A.G.R,4,!s,. comprising

six medium and two heavy regiments, Besides timed concentrations,
the corps commander could order, and divisions could reguest,
"victor" targets. When one of these was orcered by the C.C.R.A4.,
every gun which could resach the target, and was not otherwise
engaged? would take part in the shoot. The call to fire on e
"victor" target took precedence over counhter-battery or
counter-flak tasks. Pre-arrangad concentrations were also
‘available on call, (D.T.I., Operation "ASTONIA", R.A,

1l Corps 0.0, No, 7) 1In zddition to the army artillery’tha
mighty 15-in guns of the veteran battleship H.!.S,
"Warspite" and the monitor H,1,S., "Ercbus" would engage
shore batteries from the sea (D,T.I., Operstion “ASTONIA"),




19. Preparations for the attack were hampered by
consistently bad weather. The frequent downpours of rain
soaked the clay soil, so that the passage of even a few
vehicles reduced it %o a quagmire, A4s a result, D Day,
originally planned for 9 Sep, was postponed 24 hours.,
(W.D,, G.S.; Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, Seotember, 1944;
Appx 12€; Tel 1 Corps to Bomber Command, 7 Sep 44)
Fortunately the weather clsared, but the heavy state of
the ground was seriously to affect the operation, parti-
cularly the performance of the flail tanks. «(D.T,I.,
Operation "ASTONIA") The delay, howover, gave valuable
time for detailed nlanning and briefing., The use of sand
tables and cloth models of the minefield-breaching opera-
tion and the areas to be assaulted o»roved valuable, and
particularly so to 51 (H,) Inf Div, which was to assault
in darkness, (Ibid, p. 7)

THE ASSAULT IS5 LAUNCHED, 10 SEP 44

20, At 1000 hrs on 10 Sep, the morning of D Day,

the two great ships began the bombesrdment of the enemy's
batteries, The guns of H.7 .5, "Warspite" silenced the

shore battery which had previously scored two hits on the
monitor, and during the next six hours the guns-of the

two vessels pumped 300 15-in shells into the defences

of Le Havre, The essault proper bBegan at 1645 hrs on

10 Seny when the first bombers dropped their loads exactly

on schedule., There were three successive target arazas

centred on the divisional objectives, Nine hundrad heavy
bombers dropped 4264 tons of high explosive bombs on these
targets (Warhurst, Caoture of La Havre)., To the waiting
troops, formed up west of Montivilliers on the right bank

of the Lezarde, the weight and apparent nrecision of the
bombing was impressive and encouraging. They estimated that
its effects on the defenders would be considerable, Prisoners
stated subsequentlr, however, that although the bombardnent was
very frightening, comparatively few of the German troops were
killed or wounded because of the excellent shelters, including
those supplied for the civilian population, Damage was done to
weapons, but the most important resnlt was the breakdown in
communications, which prevented the German artillery commander
from controlling his resources, and pracluded centralized
direction of the defence. - (D.T.I., Operation "ASTONIA"™)

21, The ‘infantry advance by 49 (W.R.) Inf Div

started sharp at 1745 hrs, and flails went into action in

the left gap at 1825 hrs. By 1940 hrs three lanes were com-
pleted, at 2 cost of four flails, The centre gap was very
difficult, as it involved bridging an anti-tank ditch. Here,
oven after tremendous effort, only one lane was successfully
compnleted., The eastern gap was meant to consist of two
lanes, bt it was only possible to open one as three flail
tanks were destroyed after only 50 yards of operation. The
gapplng cost altogether 29 flails and two command tanks -~
most of which were disabled by mines - and six 4.Vs.R.E., (Ibid)

22, The German view of thils part of the operation
is interesting as showinz the effectiveness of the methods
employed by the attackers:

During the night 10/11 September, Allied
artillory kept up its intensive fire, In
addition a dome of light formad by huge
searchlights was thrown over the fortress
and under this artificial moonlight infan%ry
end flame=throwing tanks continued their




break-in all through the night, Command
during the hours of darkness was almost

 impossible with means of communication, wire-
less and roads, hopelessly demaged.
Companies thrown in for relief reached their
assembly points late, and with considerable
casvalties, When daylight came, Wildermuth
‘realized a counter-attack was out of the
guestion, and he ordercd his troops to take
up the defence of the second position, on
the east and north-gast edge of the forest
of llongeon, ..

linefields were penetrated very quickly, and
Allied tanks and infantry co-operated well
in the attack, The flame-throwing tanks had
2 grent morale effect in weakening the
defenders' will to resist, The artificial
moonlight on the night of 10/11 September,
created considerable surprise, Preceding
the attack into the towm, Allled artillery
geve prompt and mobile support to the spear-
heads of the attack. The infantry advanced
carefully and capably, and the British fighter,
according to Wildermu%h,proVad himself to be
a herd fighter in the brezk-in 2nd in house-

to-house §ighting,
(Special Interrogatio
Report - Wildermuth) °

23 As soon as the gaps were ready the 7 R, Tks,
supporting the advancing infantry, poured through, and with
the riflemen and Crocodiles engaged the enemy pill boxes.
Fighting raged across the northern plateaun as darkness fell,
and the searchlights came on. The battalion whose task it
was to seize a bridgehead on the southern nlateau were forced
to advance on foot from the gaps as the going, because of mud
and undetonated mines, was too bad for the Canadian-manned
Kongaroos which were carrying them to proceed further.
Although unable to establish an effective bridgehead on the
southern platesu, they seized two undamaged bridges across
the Rilver Fontaine, which divides the two plateaux, and the
supnorting sappers = working in A,Vs,R.E, for protection

fron the enemy fire which swept the valley - completed two
further crossings. (D.T.I,, Operation "ASTONIAM: Werhurst,
Capture of Le Havre p.14; =and 7.D., 1 Cdn Armd Personnel Carrier
Sgn, 11 Sep 44)

24, While the Yorkshiremen battled their wey into

the defences, the Scots of 51 (H.) Inf Div were preparing
to smash their way in on the right. At 2359 hrs, their
leading battalion, using the right hand gap already made by
49 (W,R,) Inf Div, swung in behind the enemy defences
opposing the Scots, and ten minutes later the gapping teams
began their task,

25. The approach to the anti-tank ditch was made in
derkness, there being little cloud to reflect the search-
lights, A4s a result of the heavy going, bad visibility

and resulting difficulty in keeping direction, the gapplng
cams took an hour instead of the estimated thirty minutes

to reach the ditch., By 0240 hrs, in all three lanes, bridges

had been launched across the obstacle; two hours later one
lane was complete, swept of mines, and in fit concéition for

vehicles to use.
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THE SECOND DAY'S OPERATIONS, 11 SEP 44

26, Meanwhile, to the east of the River Lezarde, 146

Bde of 49 (W.R,) Inf Div was preparing to discomfort the
enemy further by attacking the four strong points east of
Harfleur, which formed the right flank of the defences. This
attack started at 0530 hrs on 11 Sep, with infantry, tanks
and flails supported by four field and one medium regiments.,
The first assault was only partly successful, great diffi-
culty being experienced with unexpected mines. As 2 result,
even though the infantry were supported by the terrible threat
of the Crocodiles, fighting reoged until after 1400 hrs, when
the last enemy garrison in the strongpoints surrendered, By
last light on 11 Sep, 146 Inf Bde troops, who had found four
bridges intact, were forcing their wey westward into Le Havre,
the, forward infantry having reached a point on the Canal
Vauban north-west of the railway marshalling yards.(D.T.I.,
Operation "ASTONIA"s Warhurst, Capture of Havre, p. 17,
peras 54 F8r ond AEF/21 Army Ge/G/F- T T s ) 26,
Immediate Report No. 45. R.E, Branch, 21 Army Gp, Renort

by ARE Troop Commander on attack on Le Havre, /% Oct 44)

27 . During the daylight hours of the 11th the main
attacks from the north had penetrated deeper into the defences,
as pill box garrisons were dburned into subjoction by the
searing flames of Crocodiles, or blasted into surrender by the
petards of the A,Vs,R.E, All day long the Royal Air Force
plied their trade from overhead, starting with 155 Bomber
Command aircraft which dropped éE? tons of high-explosive
bombs between 0730 znd 0800 hrs, Tactical air support was
given by rocket-firing Typhoons, which engaged targets during
the day with their spectacular hissing projectiles, By
nightfall the forward troops had penetrated as faor as
Doudenville, a settlement 1000 yards south of Octeville,
Bléville 2nd la Héve, west of Le Havre. The built-up area

had been occupied to a line just north of the two forts,

Ste Addressc and Sanvie., 49 (W,R.,) Inf Div held positions
running from the cemetery east of Fort Sanvic to Point 99 on
the southern platesu, and 146 Bde of that division hzd pene-
trated 2000 ‘yards along the Cenal Vauban from Harfleur,

'THE FALL OF LE HAVRE, 12 SEP 44

28, On 12 Sep,y the final clearance of Le Havre was

carried out. The arez between Douvdenville and the sea was
looked after by 152 (H.) Inf Bde, against vory 1little rosistance,
while 153 (H,) Inf Bde attended to the arca to the south,
except the high ground around le Heve, which'was left to be
dealt with by 154 (H.) Inf Bde, The strongest resistance
encountsred by 51 (H,) Inf Div came from Ste Addresss Fort,
which did not surrender until 1500 hrs. Meanwhile 49 (W.R,)
Inf Div had cleared the city down to the docks and Canal Vaubanj
1t had taken Fort Sanvic, and captured the wounded Garrison
Commander, Colonel Eberhard Wildermuth, and his artillery
commander, Bit by bit, the last pocke%s of regsistance in the
great harbour were eliminated.

29. In 48 hours' fighting the grert fortress of Le

Havre had been reduced. The port was thus secured for our use 98
days after the first invaders landed in German-occupisd Europe.
The besiegers suffered just under 500 casualties killed

wounded and missing from 3 Sep to the end of the operatlon on

12 Sep. On the other hand the defence had cost the Germans
11,300 prisoners, as well as uncounted dead, An officinl Te-
port on the battle lists the dominant factors which led to

the British success:
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There is no doubt tHat the sneced and comparative

ease with which the operation was accomplished

were largely dué to the absence of a determined

will to resist on the part of the garrisor, and

! thet 'this condition was crecated by a sense of
complete isolation by land, sea and air, cul-
minating in the concentrated and undisturbed
bombardment of the defences by the Royasl Artillery,
the Royal Navy and above 2114 the Royal Air Force.
The Corps plan, both in its conception and exe-
cution, made full use of this condition; all
available arms were employed to their best ad-
vantage; the momentum of the assault was never
nermitted to relax; before it had time to re-
cover the zarrison wos overwhelmed,

(D T.I., Operation "ASTONTA")

30. The ﬂreqt end gﬂllhnt Wark of the men who manned the
specizl armour which played such a vital part in this brilliantlv
successful assault is described by o British authority: :

Two British divisions, the 49th (West Riding)
and the 51st (Highland) Divisions were
assigned to its reduction =2nd the 79th Armoured
| Division under General Hobart was afforded a
' first large-scale opnortunity to practisz the
armourcd assanlt-team technique which formed
pert of the inspired conceptions which had led
to the setting up of that novel formation,
Flails, mounted in "Crabs" to thresh a path
through the mineficlds, "Avres" with their
bombardment "Petards" and miscellaneous equip-
ment to bridge and overcome the miscellaneous
anti-tank obstacles and "Crocodiles" to bring
terrcr to the hearts of the defenders, con=
stituted a redoubtable trio which ‘carried all
before them. Despite very bad going and by
virtue of great zallantry by Crab, Crocodile
and Avre crews alike, the formidable forti=
fications were over-run and the lives of many
infantrymen were saved. The enemy condemned
the "Crocodiles" as unfair and un-British and
one officer prisoner reported that a whole
platoon caught in the open had been burned to
| death, A "Crooodile" commander who withessed
this enisode, one of the few occasions through-
out the campaign when the enemy stood up to
flame in the open without ipstantaneous surrender,
| has described the horror of-the blazing, shrieck-
[ ing, demented Germans. ©Some of his crew were

physically sick at the sight,

(Sir Donald Banks, F
Over Britain, p.lll

A%+ Colonel Wildermuth gave, from the German viewpoint,
2 studied and logical evaluation of the comparative contributions

of the various arms and services in our conduct .of the battle
of Le Havre:

Describing Allisd tactics, he claimed that the
main brunt of the attack had bzen delivered
against the weakest part of the land front.

Thet this would comc on 10 September, was hardly
to be doubted in consideration of whpt had gone
before, That the attack would start after
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1730 hrs, however, came a8 something of.a surprise,
The air bDombardments and the shelling from the sea
had only a general destructive effect, but did not
createé much militzry damage. The real effective
fire came rom Allied concentrated srtillery which
had devastating results in knocking out the guns of
the fortress.

(5pecial Interrogation Report,
Wildermuth)

o2 e The Ce.~in-C, himself, well pleased with this feat, wrote
later: ' :

Le Havre constituted one of the stronbest fortresses
of the Atlantie Wall and had been provided with most
elaborate concrete ‘defences, extensive minefields and
other obstacles, but it had been reduced after forty-
eight hours' fighting.

(rield-harahal the Viscount Hontgomery
£ Alamein: Normandy to the Baltic,
p 168)

33.° The capture of Le Havre did not give General Montgomery

the port he needed so badly, for it was assigned to the U.S. forces
(para 5)s The German intention to deny us the use of Antwerp by
holding the isleands at the mouth of the Scheldt was quite evident,
and emphasized the importance of the smaller ports. Boulogne

was particularly needed 2s 2 terminal for "Pluto", the cross-channel
pipe line. (Mann Lectures, 18 lMay 45; and Sir Donald Banks, Fleame
Over Britein). DBubt progress had been made, for the fall of TLe Havre
releesed to 2 Cdn Corps ths strong body of armour and ertillery
required by 3 Cdn Inf Div to assault Boulogne. Tt also made
availeble the resources of R.,A.F. Bombsr Command and the guns of

51 (H.) Inf Div and 9 L.G.R.A. (AEF/First Cdn Army/C/Is Minutes of
Morning Jolnt Conference, 11 and 12 Sep 44; ‘W.D,, 1 Cdn Armd.

Personnel Carrier sqn, 1o sep '44; and W.D. HeQs 2 Cdn A.G.R.A.,
September 1044: Appx No.3, Operation "WLLhHIT"). On 15 Sep General
Crerar, in a directive to his Corps Commanders hﬁch he outlined

the future requirements to be carried out by First Cdn Army 1n the
clearing of channel ports and the opening of Antwerp, gave orders
that 2 Cdn Corps should capture Boulogne on 16 3ep, “or s soon
therealter os the necessary air supnort can be 1forded" (AEF/First
Cdn Army/c/n, Docket II: GeOeCoe=-in-C. 1-0-4, 15 Sep 44 For full
text of this directive see Lppendix "AM) -

B¥ OPERATION "WELLHIT", - THE CAPTURE OF BOULOGHE
17-22 SEP 44

4. Boulogne, in normal times the French port on many cross-
channel serwvicgs, is situated at the mouth of the River Liane, which
forma the town harbour, znd is surrounded by high features®, A mils
to the north, half-way to Wimereux, is the 7 0-me tro high feature on
which stands Fort de lc Crdche. To the east is the very high hill
of Mont Lambert, whose summit is 170 metres above sea level, A4
1little more than one mile due south of this eminence rises the
height of Herquelingue, only ten metres lower, ' On the west side

of the velley of the Liane, between it and the sea, is the hilly
peninsula on which stand £t Etienne, Outreau, and le Portel. An
officer who visited the vicinity on & topographical reconnaissance
in Jjugust 1946, mode the following notes:

% See Map "B"
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Fort de la Cr¥che is 2 dominating feature

to the north of this badly blitzed port.

It stands on the coast a mile outside the

town, Just inland from the highway. Although
most of its concrete is concealed; and it 1s
thus not very impressive, its tactical
importance is apparent for it is situsted on an
eminence which towers over Wimereux to the
north, Boulogne itself to the south, and the
lower ground immediately inland, Mont Lambert
is apparently less of a fort, but an even

nore dominating featurey It is a very high
hill from the top of which 21l of Boulogne can
be seen, Treeless, and covered only with

scrub and gorse, i% is furrowed with trenches
and dotted with pillboxes. From the point
where the road to Desvres passes over the top
21l the other roads to the north and south are
easily dominated, and one can see almost as far as
Gris RNez.

(Topographical Notes of Normandy
Battlefields, made by Capt R.A,
Spencer, Hist Sec,y, C.Il.H.Q.,
26 Jul - 4 Aug 463 i

H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div summed up the topography succinctly: "High
ground arez Boulogne forms a horseshoe shape which surrounds
the port", (W.,D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Septenber 1944:
Appx 8, Op Order No. 2, 6 Sep 44)

THE DEFENCES OF BOULOGNE

S e The area Boulogne - Cap Gris Nez - Calais had

long been a French fortified zone, and during their-four
vears' occupation the Germans had methodically improved the
coastal defences, adding radar installstions and opreparing

the forts for all-round defence. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn

Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 14, Int éummary No. 42). The
defences were mutally supporting %o a very marked degree,

and covered all possible approaches to the city. They
consisted of very strong reinforced concrete gun emplacements,
dug-outs and underground passages, in addition to ordinary
earthworks, gurrounded by wire entanglements and minefields,
All roads were mined, and all bridges were nrepared for
demolition. (AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V: Operation
"WELLHIT", 17-22 Sep 44). Some of éhese defences formed
simple infsntry-defeuded localities, but others centred round
coast-defence batteries and fortified rader stations (Jbid).

36, The strongest links in this chain of defence were

the defences of the Mont Lambert and Herquelingue features
mentioned above. The steep slop2s of these two heights were
studded with small fortresses made up of casemated guns,

guns in open emplacenents, trenches, weapon pits, and pill boxes.
Mont Lambert was a labyrinth of underground tunnels and dug-outs,
and boasted a number of disapnearing guns, (Ibid). In the

event of seaborne attack, the Germans planned that the fortress
commander should use an% Lambert as his hendquarters;

accordingly wireless communications were installed to enable him to

direct the battle from there., (Ibid; and AEF 45/First Cdn Army/l/F
Docket III: Special Interrogatio 4’ ort,-G £ Heim). - The ‘y :

Herguelingue locality was similerly defended by gums in casemates and
open positions, with shelters, pill boxes and trenches. On the
southern part of the feature pill boxes and guns covered the main
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road which runs from Boulogne to Samer. The Mont Lambert and
Herquelingue positions together commanded all approaches tc the
port from the south and south-cast,. (Qpezgt%og "WELLHIT",

as abovey and Defenee Overprint, France 1:25,000, Part of
Sheets 49 N.W. and S.W., dated 12 Sep 44)

37. But these two formidable positions were merely parts
of a great defensive horseshoe which embraced Boulogne from
Winereux in the north to Nocquet on the coast to the south.
Fort de la Crdche, the northsrn anchor, consisted of one old
French fort nodernizad by very strong concrete pill boxes and
other defence works., There were light guns of all calibres,
and four formidable 240-rm guns, with alleround traverse,
capable of engaging targets inland. To the north, outside

the main ring at Wimereux and la Tresorerie, were eoastal:
defence positions, capable of firing out ¢o sea only. An
exception was the three 305-mm guns at la Tresorerie which
could bring fire down on the beaches at Wissant, Heavy and
light anti-aircraft zuns supplemented the concrete defences

in this area., Astride the two main roasds leading into

Boulogne - at St Martin-Boulogne - was a strong infantry
position, eonsisting of mines and wire, earthworks, and deep
earth dug-outs, Mont Lambert and Herquelingue, zlready
described, formed the next part of the perimeter. South-west
of Herquelingue, across the Liane valley, is the height of

St Etienne. On this fezature were many small-calibre batteries
as well as strong concraete defences, On the coast at Nocquet
was a fortified radar station defended by light and heavy
antl-eircraft guns, sone field guns in open emplacements, a d
numerous pill boxes. (Ibid; and AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket II:
. No, 2 Operational Research éection, 21 Army Gp, Report No. 16,

Air and Ground Support in the Assault on Boulogne)

3Be Inside this sturdy perimeter, between the harbour of
Boulogne and the sea, was 2 strong vositlon-on the heights at

¢ Portel, consisting of a northern and a southern fort. In the
event, this was to prove the last part of Boulogne to fall. ~ The
city itself behind its perineter defences was well fortified,

The streets were commanded by anti-tank guns and medium machine-gun
positions, and were blocked by felled trees, bent rails, mines and
booby-traps, all designed to obstruct our troops if they should
penetrate the built-up area, The old Citadel, an ancient
fortress surrounded by a moat, was in itself a formidable

obstacle even for a modern army. (Operatieop "WELLHIT", as
above)

THE FORTRESS COMMANDER AND HIS GARRISON

39. Commanding the garrison was Genlt Ferdinond Heim. This -
professional soldier, who after serving in Poland and Russia had
spent some tine in arrest, as he alleged, for political reasons,

wvas suddenly recalled for duty in August and posted to ccmmand

the Boulogne Fortress, His only infantry division which had been
there long enough to know the countryside and to become familizr
with the many foreign weapons installed in the defences = 47 Inf Di: =
was.withdrawn late in August, and was replaced:by two and one half
Fortress Machine Gun Battalions. These had made a hazardous progress
from Germany under constant air attack. The inadequately .trained
newconers, 2000 former office clerks and older men, formed the

sole infantry element of the garrison. The balance consisted of

the naval personnel nanning the coastal guns, the administrative
personnel of the port of Boulogne, and 2 nine-gun battery together
with some engineers from 64 Inf Div that Heim had managed to retain.

(Special Interrogation Report, Heim, as above), The shortage of
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infantry in the garrison wds established before the assault

by the capture of Gernman patrols far from their own areas. The
prisoners stated that they had besen sent there to patrol, as
the troops in the areas concerned were not trained for such
work., (Operation "WELLHIT", as above). Even highly skilled
signals personnel were employed as infantry before the assault,
so great was the shortage of the latter arm  (Ibid).

40, The spirit of the garrison was not easy to determine

at the time, but it was estimated to be low., Heim, interviewed
some months after his capture, spoke of the morale of the troops
as being good "under the circumstances", but his subsequent
remarks contradicted this statement, (Special Interrogation
Report, Heim, as above). The nen of the garrison were apparently
well aware of the general war situation in France, Belgium and
Holland, (Operstion "WELLHIT", as ebove), It was clear to them
from the first that they were a lost outpost, But to a certain
extent the enormous strength of the defences behind which they
stood compensated for the low morale of the garrison., On 13 Sep
the German strength was estimated at 5,500 to 7,000 men (W.D., G.S.,
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Diy, September 1944}t Appx 14, In% Summary No. 12).

THE CANADIANS INVEST BOULOGNE

4], As 3,Cdn Inf Div, having crossed the Seine, pursued

the enemy into the Pas de éalais 7 Cdn Recce Regt probed ahead,
and on 5 Sep found Boulogne and éalais heavily defended, 9 Cdn Inf
Bde was directed on Boulogne and the brigade commander felt that

he could take the town in his stride, Approsching from the south-
east, the brigade ran into heavy opnosition, and, contrary to

the brigadier's hopes, was brought to a standstill five miles

from the eity. (Operation "WELIHIT", as above), The situation

was appreciated next day in the divisional operational order:

(a) Our advance on Boulogne from the south and
south-east met increased resistance during
afternoon and evening 5 Sep.

(b) It is apparent that enemy intends to make a
stand of some sort in Boulogne area using
well-prepared defence positions, including
guns of heavy size, concrete emplacements
and considerable numbers of autonatic weapons.

(¢c) A profusion of anti-tank mines, booby traps
and wire covered by machine gun fire block
the approaches to the area Boulogne, particu-
larly to the south-east.,

(8) Unconfirmed reports from civilians indicate
a strong garrison is defending Boulogne,

(W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, September .
1944: Appx 5, Op Order No. 2

Ma j=Gen D.,C. Spry's intention was that "3 Cdn Inf Div and

attached troops will capture Boulogne and destroy its garrison"
(Ibid). But before this could be done, the fortress must be invested
and cut off from Cap Gris Nez and Calais to the north,  This
segregation was accomplished by regrouping so that 7 Cdn Inf Bde

was left free to move off and seize the high ground north-east of
Boulogne, near Gris Nez, while 9 Cdn Inf Bde, relieving 7 Cdn Inf Bde,
took over the southern apnroaches to Boulogne from Courcollette on the
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western edge of the For8t de Boulogne, to Hardelot® on the
coast, 9 Cdn Inf Bde thus faced the Herquelingue and St Etienns
features, and in this vicinity sc¢t out to patrol and obtain
information, The intention was to give the enemy garrison the
impression that this sector was as strongly held as that of the
8 Cdn Inf Bde. The latter brigade held a position facing
Boulogne from the eazst and north-east, "the area Conteville -
le Croix - la Capelle astride the main east - west road

St. Omer - Boulogne", .except for a gap between the brigade's
right flank and the sza which was held by 7 Cdn Recce Regt.
(W.D,, H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, 5 Sep 44)

42, The great task of the moment was to secure every

scrap of information possible about the garrison a2nd defences

of Boulogne, Very active and co~ordinated patrolling became

the order of both day and night, Civilians generally and the
well-organized F,F,I, in particular, gave useful informationj;

the F,F.I, were especially valuable, for they were trained

to give accurate observations of enemy positions. (Qnﬁigiigg
"WELLHIT", as above; and W.D,, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, September
19427 Eppx 12). Their knowledge of the country, and of the
whereabouts of minefields, road blocks, and other defences,

turned out to be of the greatest assistance. They were used to
indicate places to which natrols should be sent, and in some

cases acted as guldes, They gave valuable assistance in plotting
enemy dispositions, so that these might be dealt with in the fire
plan, and they provided detailed information about defences
within the city itself. Finally, F.F.I. guides were provided to
lead the columns through the city during the actual assault.

These French patriots were well organized, keen, and business-like
in carrying out their assignments, and there is 1ittle doubt that
the excellent quality of our inteiligence at the opening of the
battle was in a large measure due to their assistance. (Operation
"WELLHIT", as above) In spite of adverse weather, much valuable
information came to the besiegers by means of aerial photography.
This material had to be collated and distributed to those.concerned,
a task so enormous that the divisional Intelligence staff = not
designed for such a deliberate operation as the reduction of &
fortress ~ was almost inundated (Ibid). In spite of ‘this limitation,
and the bad weather, air ovhotographs were widely distributed, and
a defence-overprint map, which showed enemy defences clearly and
accurately, was prepared and issued on 13 Sep 44 for general use
during the operation (Ibid; and AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket I:
Summary of Cdn Ops and Activities, 3 Cdn Inf Div, 2 - 9 Sep 44),

43. Even with the foregoing great flow of information, planning
was a difficult task, for the staff had to consider plans for
attacking Cap Gris Nez and Calais concurrently with the prepar-
ations to assaulft Boulogne. To the north, 7 Cdn Inf Bde was
preparing to deal with the isolated Cap Gris Nez position before
moving into position to assault Calais, If and when Cap Gris Nez
had been reduced, 7 Cdn Inf Bde was to proceed to the attack on
Calais concurrenely with the Boulogne assault in the event of the
latter going well. (Operation "WELLHIT", as above)

44, In addition to problems of planning and intelligence, there
arose those concerned with supply and the movement of supporting
troops, armoured and artillery, into the area, The artillery
ammuni%ion dumping »rogramme .provided a major worry in administratioa,

Sy S— - 2

® Hardelot was the scene of the Canadian Armys! first (and abortive)
cross-Channel enterprise in April 1942, when a detachment of the
Carleton and York Regiment participateé in the small~scale

operation "Abercrombie". (See Historical Offr's Report No,81
Canad Participation in Operat "Abercrombie". 22 Apr 42)




Rl L

Heavy calibre ammunition was still being landed across the distant
Calvados beaches, and it had to be brought by road to Boulogne, a
seven-day round %rip. Ammunition of alt other natures was drawn
at Dieppe, a three-day turn-round. (Operstion "WiLLHIT", as above),
approxima%ely 8500 tons were to be brdught up in this way (Ibid).
Further, arrangements had to be made to bring from Le Havre the
specialized armour of 79 Armd Div, as soon as it could be spared
from Operation "ASTONIA", Top priority was given to the movement
by road, on tank transporters, of the Crocodiles, A,Vs.R.E.,

Flails and Kangaroos, as soon as these ingenious devices had
finished their tasks at Le Havre. (AEF/First Cdn Army/C/I,

Minutes of Morning Joint Conference, 11-12 Sep 443 and W.D,,

-1 Cdn Armd Personnel Carrier Sgn, 13 Sep 44), The problem of
communications was made easier by the establishment of an extenslve
line system which included alternatives for each channel. The
work expended on this task paid a handsome dividend duvring the
operation, even though it required the laying of over 200 milec
of cable, in addition to the elaborate telephone communications
used by +he two A,G.R.As. (Operation "WELLHIT", as abova)

45, While 3 Cdn Inf Div was engaged in the preliminary
stages of investing Boulogne, Lt-Gen Simonds, commanding 2 Cdn Corps,
was directing his other divisions northward on their way

to objectives as distant as Bruges and the Icopold Cana1¥%, Though

his responsibilities were now so scattered, he was able personally
to supervise affairs at Boulogne. On the evening of 7 Sep he

laid down to Maj-Gen Spry his division®s tasks around Boulogne,

and on 8 Sep received a visit from Brig C.C., Mann, Chief of Staff
First Cdn Army, who came to find the Corps requirements for che
Boulogne attack, The following day General Simonds saw Maj-Gen Spry
again, re-defining the divisional tasks: "To continue probing and
patrolling for the purpose of reducing encmy-held area and isolating
gun positions preparatory to attack on Boulogne'". (W.D., G.S.,

H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 7, 8 and 9 Sep 44). Tie Corps Commander was then
visited by Maj-Cen Sir Perey Hobart, commanding 79 Armd Div,
Discussing with him the requirements of specialized armour for

the operation, the Corps Commander asked for three squadrons of
Flails, and two squadrons each of A,Vs.R.E, and Crocodiles. At

this time, General Simonds foresaw the possibility of the Boulogne
defences softening to the extent that a large deliherate operation
might not be needed to reduce the place, (Ibid, 9 Sep 44). On

12 Sep, the dax Le Havre -fell, he ordered 3 Cdn Inf Div %o

«es €nclose Boulogne on the north. Close
the southwestern exits from Boulogne on

the general line Hesden - 1'Abbe - Hardelot
with a machine-gun battalion, Assault
Boulogne with two infantry brigades on the
axis astride the road la Capelle - Boulc; ne
not before 15 September 1944, Detailed
instructions will be issued verbally-to

GOC 3 Cdn Inf Div, The-assault will be
supported by all avallable heavy and fighter
bombers and medium artillery. R

(AEF/First Cdn Army/C/E, Docket II:
fol 33)

The same day, the Corps Commander visited 3 Cdn Inf Div, and

gave Maj-Gen Spry directions on how the attack should be

mounted: "Attack to take place on or after 12 Sep with

bombers, Priests, and medium artillery as vital to plan. Other
gadgets desirable but postponement of attack not necessary if

they did not arrive", (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 12 Sep 44),
The diarist then notes: "Gen Hobart, 79 Armd Div, visited PRRTES
commander at 1630 hours to say how soon his gadgets would a¥rive
and learn how attack is to be effected" (Ibid). : 20

& See Map " C7 ~
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46, During the early stages of the siege the messive
artillery formetions needed to supnort the assault were a;ready
moving in to the area, mostly to nositions behind the Foret de
Boulogne. First on the scene, arriving with the division, were
the three field regiments of 3 Cdn Inf Div, 2nd 7 Cdn lled Regtj
one of these field regiments was committed in support of 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, In the first few days the ecnemy wes deceived by "roving
troops", which fired first from one »nosition, then another, to
ive the impression that a2 large amount of artillery wes deployved,
%W.D., E.Q. R.C.4., 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Ap»px 5,
"Assault on Boulogne = Artillery Picture®). On the evening
of 6 Sep the two field regiments outside Boulogne and 7 Cdn -
Mled Regt flred a series of concentrations and a smoke screen,
designed to make the eneny |think thet an attack was impending,
and so delude him into firing his defensive fire plan, and thus
betraying the whereabouts of his guns, (Ibid, & Sep 443 and
Appx 7, Fire Plans 2000 hours, 6 Sep 443 and #.D., H.Q., & Cdn Inf
Bde, September 1944: Apox 3, "Fzke Attack')., Very little
information was gained, however, zs the:canny CGerman artillery
did not reply  (Ibid). Tha.":oving troop" trick was successful
in deceiving the enemy gunners, as we know from the interrogation
of the German artillery commander, who admitted that he had
no idea how many guns were opoosing him, and that his observation
posts had been entirely unable to nlot the whereabouts of our
batteries (Operation WISLLHIT"; and W.D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt,
6 Sep 44). By 9 Sep, guns of 2 Cdn A,C,R.A. and 9 4.G,R.4,
had started to move into nosition. The 25-ndrs of 51 (H.)
Inf Div, which were to join in the attack later, remained
comnitted at Le Havre until 12 Sep (W.D,, H.Q. 2.C.4.,
3 Cdn Inf Div, 9 Sep 44). Once the guns were in ection they
engaged in a verietyv-of tasks. Red smoke was fired to indicate
targets to rocket-projectile. typhoons; herassing fire was
brought down on likely enemy positions; and observed fire was
directed by forward obhserving officers. Counter-flak programmes
were fired on known enemy. anti-aircraft sites in supnort of our
medium bombers engaged in softening up the defences. (W.D,,
14 Cdn Fd Rezt, 7-12 Sep 44)., The guhs also carried on
nsvcholczical warfare, firing 25-pdr base-ejection shells set to
burst over the enemy nositions and showering them with “"safe-
conduct™ leaflets (Ibid; Onerational Jesearch in North West
Europe, 2. 393 The Historv of 13 Canadian Field Regirent
Roval Canadian Artillery, p. 72; and W.D,, A, & Q., H.Q,
3 Cdn)l’nf Div, Septeber 1944: fppx 1, A. & Q. Iog, 11 Sep 44,
Ser 2).

47, It was considered, and rightly, as events transpired,
that the isolated garrison of Boulogne confronted with the
assemblage of such a vast force of nmen, srmour anéd artillery, and
frequently subjected to devastating at%acks from the air, would
be particularly susceptible to psychological warfare, A4s well
@s the artillery "Propagands Shoots" two other forms of war with
words proved useful, On 14-15 September, 420,000 leaflets, "The
Lesson of Le Havre for the Defenders of ﬁoulogne", were dropped
on the city by medium bombers. (Operational Research in North
West Burope, Apox "D", p. 39). During the period of 19-22
Sep?ember, when the assault was taking nlace, four White scout
cars equipped with powerful loudspeakers (M™oud hailers") made
broadcasts which were officially credited with the surrender of
900 Germans, (Ibid)

48, Within the defences, Genlt Heim was now finding the French
civilians, apnroximately 10,000 souls, a source of anxiety. They
taxed the supply of food and water, and their hostility made
them-potentially dangerous to the security of the fortress. He
decided on 10 Sep to evacuate the whole population with the
two~fold object of getting rid of a dangerous element, and
presenting the besiegers with an awkward evacuetion problenm,
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Incidentally he tried to discover the date of the assault by
finding out the date by which all civilians must be clear of
Boulogne, (Operation "WELLHIT", p., 6). The reception of the
evacuees was carried out by 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, which established
control points from which to direct the people to safety (W.Ds,
H.Q. 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, 13 Sep 44)., All day on 13 Sep the road
was lined with men and women "carrying with them such meager
possessions as they could carry without transport", for the
refugees were denied‘-even the use of wheel-barrows, hand-carts

and bicycles. (W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 13 Sep 44). The
civilians 1living in an area of 50 square kilometres between

the For2t de Boulogne and the outskirts of the city had already
been evacuated on 10 Sep by the Canadians, (W.D., A. & Q., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, 10 Sep 44; and Appx 24, Admn Orders Nos 1 and 10,
and attached noticesg. A1l the evacuated civilians were care-
fully checked by Field Security personnel at the control points
which had been established (Ibid). By 16 Sep over 8,000 people
had been disposed of (Operation "WELLHIT", p.6).

49, During the period of waiting, while patrols probed

for information, and staffs planned for the coming assault, the

air arm was attempting to soften up the defences., On 9 Sep
rocket~Tiring Typhoons shot up targets indlicated b 25=-pdr

red smoke shells, (W,D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt, 9 Sep 44%. The

attacking aircraft were supported by a counter-flak shoot on

two nearby enemy anti-aireraft gun-sites (Ibid). The following
morning at 1100 hours, and again in the afternoon mediums bombed
smoke~indlicated targe%s (Ibid, 10 Sep 44)., On 12 Sep Typhoons
hurtled down on the enemy near St Martin-Boulogne (Ibid, 12 Sep 44).
The next afternoon red smoke indicated targets on Mont Iambert to
90 medium bombers, which made their bombing run while our counter-
battery fire kept the German anti-aircraft gunners to their
dug=-outs. ILater Spitfires engaged targets in the vicinity of
Wimille = la Tresorerie (Ibid, 13 Sep 44), and the next day the
medium bombers were at it again (Ibid, 14 Sep 44). The Operational
Research Section of 21 Army Group had investigators close at hand
duiini the operation, and they analysed the results of these
attacks:

Air attacks before the assault had not done
significant damage to infantry defences, and
broken communication cables had often been relaidj
although they may have lowered enemy morale, the
effect does not seem to have been marked ... There
were altogether 49 air attacks by Mediums, Fighter
Bombers and R,P, Typhoons, 31 of these, éirectad
at battery positions were subsequently examinedj

7 proved to be attacks on dumy positions and 11
on empty emplacements. Because of this wastage,
the total score of guns damaged was poor,; but
excluding the wasted attacks, 1 rangefinder and

4 guns were put out of action by 800 bombs and

200 rockets, which is well 1n keeping with known
accuracy figures,

(Operational Research in North
West Europe, Report No, 1

6
Afr and Ground Suvport in the
Assault of Boulogne, p.24)
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THE PLAN FOR THE ASSAULT

50. On 12 Sep, as we have seen,Le Havre had fallen after only

48 hours of fightin In spite of this guick success, General Crerar
anpreciated how formidable was the tasl): which still iacad those of his
men who besieged Boulogne, Calals and Dunkirl, On 13 Sen, he wrote to
Field Marshal Ifontgomery a letter in which he pointed out the necessity
for taking adequate time to prepare for tThe attacks on these poris:

The estimated garrisons of BOULCCYE and DUIMKIRK are

0,000 each, CALAIS, we now know, h=zs anproximately

7000 Boches holding it. In addition, thers will
probably be individual operations to subdue, and capture,
his four super-heavy gun positions, Vhile the rapid

fall of LE HAVRE has favourable notential infiluences,

it is mo&t important that the effeet so gained should not
be more than lost by an unsuccesstul attack on the next:

objective, BOULCGNE, I, therefore, want Simonds to butto
hings up properly, ta1inv a little more tlme, if 1ecessary
in order to ensure a decisive asseult. The same view

applies to DUNKIRK and CAIAIS, Ir consequence, I estimate*

it will take ten days or two weeks for 2 Cdn Corps to

finish their allotted tasks eand cl=an the coast up to the
WEST bank of R SCHELDE,

(G.0.C.~in~C. First Cdn. Army .
file 103 Jetter, General Crerar
to C,-1r —u., 13 Sep 44)

51 On 12 Sep the general plan for the asszult was beginning
to take shape. THe attaclk was to be lsunched from east to west
with two brigades, & Cdn Inf Bde on the right being respvonsible for
objectives north of the Boulozne - Colembert road, while 9 Cdn Inf
Bde on the left attacked south of the road. The horthern and
southern flanks of the fortress were to be contained, 7 Cdn Inf Bde®
(in the Cap Gris Nez area) and 7 Cdn Recce Regt pinninf down the
orthern flank, while a mixed battle group, the princival element
of which was C.H, of 0. (LG, ), covered the southern flank, (W.D.
G. S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div uentember 1944; Appx 12, Op Order Fo, 4,
12 Sep 44) These disvositions necessitated moving 9 Cdn Inf Bde
around from its position on the southern sector to tﬁe northern end
of the For&t de Boulogne, there to "patiol vigorously w*tnin the
brigade boundaries and familiarizn themselves with the ground and
enemy defences", and prepare for the assault on Mont Lambert. The
move was to be made on the night 12/13 Sep, when the brigade would
be relieved by the battle group of C.H, of 0 (M.C,) (less three
platoons) and a battery of self—nropelled anti-tasic guns, with .
divisional troo s giving depth to the defence, (Ibid; and Operation

JWELLHITY « The regrouping was carried out suc successfully as
o P g gg;g tion "WELLHIT" and W.D., H.Q. © Cdn Inf Bde 12 Sep 44).
52 On 13 Sep, 3 Cdn Inf Div issued the Operstion Order

which, with a few amendments, contained the plan by which the
garrison was attacked and destroyed. There was to be an attack

by two brigade groups, supported by armour, artillery and aircraft,
During this assault the north and south sectors of the nerineter
would be contained, while the attack swept in from east to

west, Before the main attack, 8 Cdn Inf 33> wonld first launch

— — . eeaa

2 7 Cdn Inf Bde carried out its duty from last light 15 Sep to the
early morning hours of 18 Sep without 1 C, Scot R, Th1s battalion
was withdrawn to divisional reserve for Operation "WELLHITY
during this period. It was returned whea it was appreciated
that the battalion would not be needed during the Boulogne
attack (W.,D,, 1 C, Scot.R., .15 = 18 Sep 44).




one battalion group to deal with the isolated German positions

at Ya Tresorerie. The main attack would go in on a front of two
brigades, with 8 Cdn Inf Bde on the right and 9 Cdn Inf Bde on
the left, and was to be carried out in four phases, In the first
phase 8 &dn Inf Bde would take St Martin-Boulogne and Marlborough,
while 9 Cdn Inf Bde cracked the hardest nut of all, the bristling
mass of Mont lembert, which grim feature was given the incongruous
codeword "DAFFODILY, In the next phase, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was %o
seize a sector of the built-up area of the city, west of its
first objectives., At the same time 9 Cdn Inf Bde was to push
forward in a forked attack, thrusting one Erong to the north-west
to capture a sector of Boulogne, south of 8 Cdn Inf Bde's
objective, and effect a crossing over the River Liane, before

the bridges could be blown. The other prong would thrust
south=west to the forward slope of the feature beyond le Chemin
Vewt. In the third phase, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, swinging right, would
thrust northward to take ﬁort de la Crdche, while the brigade

on the other flank, attacking west of thé Liane, dealt with Outreau
and the high grounﬁ south of it, as well as taking Herguelingue,
east of the river, from the north, In the final phase, only

9 Cdn Inf Bde was to take part, clearing Nocquet on the coast,

and the heights of St Etienne, (W.D,, G.S., H,Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944: Appx 13, 3 Cdn Inf Div Op Order No. 5,

Op "WELLHIT": and W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn A.G,R.,A,, September 1944:

Appx 3, Notes on Planning - Op "WELLHIT")A

33. The Commander of 9 Cdn Inf Bde, Brigadier J.M,
ockingham, was faced with a major problem in the first phase,
He was forced to decide whether to assault the formidable

Mont Lambert fortress with one battalion or with two. If he
used two battalions he would be left with no reserve, for it was
vital that while Mont Lambert was being taken a battalion should
get through to the river, (Operation "WELLHIT", p. 15).
Brigadier Rockingham decided to use a single battalion - Nth N.S.
Highrs = to assault Mont Lambert, mop up the garrison there

and consolidatey while S.D. & G, Highrs seized the area to the
north, This would leave H,L.I. of C, as brigade reserve, to
relieve either or both of the other two battalions on their
objectives, In the next phase S5.D., & G, Highrs were to sweep
forward, and establish a bridgehead across the River Liane,
while Nth N,S, Highrs struck south-west to capture le Chemin
Vert, (W.D,, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: Appx 3,

9 Cdn Inf Bde Op Order No. 1, Operation "WELLHIT")

54, The artillery support for this two-brigade attack

was on a lavish scale - amounting to 368 guns of all calibres

from 25-pdr field guns up. These were made up of the divisional
artillery of 3 Cdn Inf Div and 51 (H,) Inf Div, and the guns of

2 Cdn A.0,R.A. and 9 Brit A.G.R.A. (W,D., H.Q. 2 Cdn A,G.R.A,,
September 1944: Appx 3, Notes on Planning - Op '"WELLHIT"), In
this great array were four heavy regiments, armed with a total

of 24 ponderous 7.2-inch howitzers and an equal number of 155-mm
pleces, Of all our guns, these great ordnance were the best for
shattering the enemy's heavy concreste positions. Two heavy anti-
aircraft regiments, 2 Cdn H.4.A, Regt and 60 H.A.A. Regt R.A.,

were deployed, rea&y to operate in a ground role. Their principal
task was to burst their 28-pound shells in the air over the enenmy
gun pits. (Ibid, Counter Battery Task Table No, 7). S1it trenches
end gun »nits give no shelter against the lethal splinters of the
neticulously accurate sir-burst of the 3.7-inch anti-zireraft zun
which these regiments served, The artillery fire plen, prepsred

by H.Q. R.C.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div, wes summed up in a memorandum issued
by that headcuarters on 20 Sep: -

& For Order of Battle, Operation "WELLHIT", see Appx "B".
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In support of the actual assault on 18 Sep the
artillery was laid on to carry out these main
tasks. Firstly, to prolong the neutralizing effect
of the Air Bombardment long enough to enable the
infantry to reach their first main objective before
the gunners could return to their guns. Secondly,
to neutralize any strongpnoint that night cover the
ground over which the infantry was to advance
beyond the first objective. Thirdly, to engage
targets of opnortunity.in close support of the
infantry.

To achieve the above, a comprehensive fire

plan including over 400 predicted targets which
covered cvery known and every possible strong-

point, gun position and infantry position. These
targets were suballotted to sixteen field, medium,
heavy, and heavy znti-aircraft regiments so as to
bring the required amount and most effective type

of fire on each specific target. There was a

timed programme to cover the infantry to their

first objectives, from then on pre-arrangasd tasks
were made available on call as the advance progressed
and the need aross. ot
(Y’J.Dnlg H'.Qo R-C.A., 3 Cdn Il'lf Div,
September 1944: Appx 5)

55, To prolong the effect of the air bombardment the timed
concentrations were brought dowm while the bombing was still
going on, and kept up afterwards until the troops were almost

on the objective, in the hope that the enemy in his shelters
would not be able to distinguish it from the bombing. (QOperation
"WELLHIT", p. 12) Provision was a2lso nade for a counter-Tlak
programme, to be fired by three medium regiments, in support of
the second part of the heavy bomber effort. (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn
A.G.R.A., September 1944: 4ppx 3, C.B, Intelligence Summery No, 6,
Area Boulogne). This fire, predicted initially, would be
corrected by the observation of Air 0,P. pilots, whose minute
Auster aircraft would thus assist their great four-engined
brothers to their task. A contemporary report says:

The air OPs played an important part in the
CB programme, In carrying out their task as
previously outlined ... above at least three
planes were in the air for practically the
entire day. They reported twelve known and
at least eight unknown Hostile Batteries as
being active and observed thirty-four bombards
on them, They were also the source of much
general information., One plane was hit by
enemy fire and was forced down close to the
14 Fd Regt gun positions., The pilot, who was
wounded, was evacuated to an FDS, :

(Ibid)
THE AIR PLAN
6. When Operation Order No, 5 was. issued by H.Q. 3 Cdn

nf Div on 13 Sep, it stated that heavy bombers would support
the attackers, bué details of timings, target areas, and

safety bomb lines had not yat been se%tled and were to be

issued later. On 15 Sep, Lt-Gen Simonds himself, accompanied

by his Chief of Staff, by Brigadier C.C. Mann, Chief of Staff
First Cdn Army, and the Army S.A.5.0., flew to H.Q. A.E.A.F., 2t
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Versailles, to arrange air support for the assaults on both
Boulogne and Calais., There ensued considerable discussions
with Alr Vice-Marshal Groom, and an air vice-marshal represen=-
ting Bomber Command., The proceedings arc described by the corps
diarist:

There was considerable reluctance to usz more

than 300 = 400 RAF Bombers for each port supple-
menting them with such med bombers as might be
available from the various other priority tasks
which AEAF had at the nmoment on their list. However,
the psychological opportunity was seized by the Corps
Comd when Air Marghals TEDDER, HARRIS and LEIGH
MALLORY arrived for another meeting. The Comd

again stated his army plan and air sp requirements

to them just before the start of their meeting.

The Air Marshals agreed with little hesitation

that if BOULOGNE and CAIAIS were to be captured
forthwith and air sp was necessary, then it should
be given in full neasure,

(W.D., G.S,, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps,
15 Sep 44)

The Corps Commander got his bomber support.,

57« This close support by heavy bombers took two forms.
The first provided for 90 minutes!bombing before the assault

of a great quadrilateral of country, which included Mont

Lambert and St Martin-Boulogne, and reached almost to

Marlborough and Bon Secours. The area to be bombed was over

three kilometres in frontage, and a little over a kilometre in
depth, (W.D,, G,8., H.Q. 3 Gdn Inf Div, September 1944:

~ Appx 17, Op “WELLHIT", Bombing Programme). It was this portion

- of the aerial assault which was co=-ordinated with the timed
artillery concentrations (Operation "WELLHIT", p. 12), and the last
bomb in this area would mark Z Hour for the ground troops.

The other bombing was to be in close support; it was the engagement
of enemy guns in four areas west of Boulogne. There were two
positions near Outreau - one on a knoll to the west, and one to the
south - which were destined- to receive this treztment: the strong
defences near Nocquet, and a larger area at St Etienne were to
receive the same trea%ment (Ibid; and Appx 17, as above). These
last four targets were to be engaged from 1106 to 1250 hours, as

a form of counter-battery fire from the air, which would release
guns to fire in-sugport of the main attack th;d). Other air
support came from 84 Group R.,A.F., of the Tactical Air Force., A
Forward Control Post was established at H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, which
had immediate call on Typhoons, armed either as fighter-bombers

or rocket-projectile aircraft (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Gdn Inf Div,
Septenber 1944: Appx 19, Amendment Ho. 2 to Op Order No. 5).
Nineteen targets were selected before D Day, and pilots were
carefully briefed well in advance., The '"ecab rank" method was

to be employed = aircraft were waiting on the ground ready to be
called up instantly., (Operation "WELLHIT", p, 14), Units could
expect rounds on targets within 30 minutes of calling for them
(W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Sentember 1944: Appx 21).

SPECIAL ARMOURED SUPPORT

58. As at Le Havre, the assault armour of 79 Arnd Div was
given an important part in the attack, - Flails were needed to
breach the minefields, A,Vs.R.E, would fling their "flying
dust-bin" bombs from %heir petards, and some of the assaulting
infantry were to be carried forwaré to their objectives -in

Kangaroos., The invaluable Crocodiles would be needed ‘to
flqpe any pillboxes whose defenders had not already been
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convinced by bomb or shell of the futility of resistance.
Once egain thesc deovices canc as & groeet surprise to the
garrison., An officor who intervicwed Genlt Hoim about o yosz
after the fall of Boulogne wrote:

Boulogne was not in dircet cormunicetion

with:Le Havre, oné the details of the latter's
fall were not sent to Heim, No dirsct
intolligence was given to the gonerzl as to the
ncthods used in asseulting Le Havrey ond our

use of the AVRE's .., flails, flame-throwers

and ‘ornoured nersonncl carriers, came with as
much surprise to Heim as it did to Wildermuth 2t
Le Havre ... The only strange equipment of which
Heim had been informed, and this from Fifteenth
Army, was a tank that cleared minefields, But so
vague was the deseription that it wes nscessary
for his interrogstor at this late date to enlighten
him on the anspesrance and nrincinle ...

(AEF 45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket III:
Qpec%al Interrogation Renort, Genlt
Helim

57 « Cn the other hand, the lessons of Le Havre were readily
available to the hesiegers, if not to the beleaguered garrison of
Boulogne. On 13 Sep, 3Brigadier “lann, C. of S,, First Cdn Army,
sent a message to General Simonds detailing the lessons learned
by 1 Brit Corps in the use of s»necinl armour et Le Havre. Thus,
thz dey following the "ASTONIA"™ esttack, the improved techniques
%ea§;§d at Le Havrc/w§re availsble for use agsinst Boulogne.
AEF/First Cdn Army/3/F: Docket II, fol No. 6. Telegrin

I2nn-Simonds 132000, Sep 44). As it turned out, on the evening

of 15 Sep, 31 Tk Bde was alreacdy drewing up an overation instruction
laying down the tasks and comnosition of these zrmoured columns, which
in fact took part in the atteck on 17 Sen. (W.D., H.Q,:8:Cdn Inf Bde,
September 1944: Appx 3, Op "WELLHI®HY, 31 Tk Bde 6p Instr No. 8).

As well as the special devices, there were orthodox fighting

tanks, Shermans of 10 Cdn Armd Regt. A squadron of these was
alloted to ecach of the btwo assaulting brigades. 8 Cdn Inf Bde

was allotted one squadron of A.Vs,R.E., if D Day ceme before 18 Sep, '
with an additional assault team if D Day should be 18 Sep or . '
later, 9 Cdn Inf Bde was allotted more speccialized armour, as

it was responsible for the heavy task sagainst Mont Lambert and

the breakthrough to, and crossing of, the River Liene., The ainimm
support assigned to this brigade wzs one squadron of Flails, one
squadron of Crocodiles, and onec squadron of A,Vs,R.E, If D Davy

were 18 Sep or later, there would be added two special gssault
armoured teams. In any event this brigade would have 36 Kangeroos

and 20 half-tracks as personnel carriers. (W.D,, G.S,, H.Q. 3 Cdn
Inf Div, September 1944: Anpx 13, 3 Cdn Inf Div Op Order No. 5,

Op WELLATTW)

58. As well as having th2 help of the British sappors with
their speclal armour, the assaulting brigades were supnorted by the
divisional Engineers, cach being nssignad a ficld company

less onc platoon - a disposition which left the C.R.E. 2 divisional
reserve of one field company plus two platoons, Each trigade
commander thus had his own szpnar advisar, end the skilled men neecded
for sueh jobs as clearing routes in the arces cratered by the
bombing, preparing and maintaining tacticsl routes, and, if necessary,
constructing an improvised bridge over the river in order to get
cnough troops across to form 2 bridgchocd for a »roper Class 40
Bailey bridge capabla of haoring oraour. Thora wore four armourad
and seven non-armourad bulldozers, Ong of these crmoured bulldozars
wes allocated- to 8 Cdn Inf i¢e, ¢nd two to © Zdn Inf 3da. Coras
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Troops R.E, were also standing bv in case any major “ridging
operation should be reguired. (QOperation "WELLIIT", p, 133 and
W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Jeptember 1044: Appx 13, Op Order
No. 5, Op "WELLHIT")

ARRANCGE ENTS FOR SPECTATORS

9. Staff officers develoned a habit of referring to

an operation as a "show", !o show is complete without an
audience, and nrovision wes made for one for Operation "WELLHIT",
On 15 Sepn, instructions were issued which set out the arrangements
made for spectators, Reciting that "It is becoming epparent

that 2 large number of snecteztors are nlanning to attend Op
"WELLHITY"; these include navel, military and air force personnel
es well as nress corresnoncents', the instruction goes on to

sey "it is imverastive that svch s»ectetors do FOT nosition
themselves at an operational heesdcuarters where the staff is
engaged in fighting the battle". Accordingly, it wes »Hrovicded
"ghat all svch spectators will he sent to 2 s»ectators'! stend
which hss been suvitably merked .,..". This stand wes located

on vaery hizh grouné two ¥ilometr2s east of l'eufchatel, It
afforcecd excellent observetion ¢f the ‘onlogne area, and was’
within the szfety limits of the hesvy bomber supaort. The
instruction adds centiousl~: '"Thiis formetion eaccents no

regaonsibility for swecteztors -+ithin the divisional eree", (W.D,

¢ §., H.Q. 3 C@n Inf Div, Sestsber 1944: Asp= 20, Op "WELLHIT",
Snactetors)

THE FORTRESS ATSAULTED,% 17 SEP 44

60. The gnestion of timing the oneration resulted in some
conplicetions. D Day wes orisinzlly forecest for 15 or 16 Sep,

bt bsceuse weether conditions were not suitable for the heavy
bombers until 17 Sep, it was fixed for-thet day. This introduced
en acditional comvlication, for 17 Sep wes the cday on which the
chenge wes macde from Double Jritish Sumer Time (two hours faster
than Greemifeh Yean Time) to the reguler wer-time, one hour faster
than G,iI,T, .t was therefore necessrsry to order 211 wetches to

be set back one hour 2t 0300 hours on 17 Sep, so that there could

be no possibility-of & fatel hour's error throwing the whole atteck
into confusion. (W.D., H.Q, 8 Cdn Inf Bce, Sentember 1944: . Appx 4,
Operction "WELLHIT", 8 Cdn Inf Bde On Orcer No. 19, para 13, emended;
and W.D,, H.Q, 9 Cdn Inf Bde September 1944: Appx 3, Ops Log

15 Sep 44, Ser 8). The originasl plan called for an assault on
the la Tresorerie positions at the seme time as the assault on lMont
Lambert, with the main 8 Cdn Inf Bde attack taking plzce half

an hour later, This was amended so thet the operation by 8 Cédn Inf
Bde against la Tresorerie begen &t 0925, helf an hour before Z Ilonr,
and both 8 snd 9 Cdn I~f Bdes crossed the start line together et

Z Hour, taking their time from the fell of the last bomb, which

wes due to burst =t 0955 hours - an hour and a half after the
bombing began. (W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, Sentember 1944: App=: 4,
Op "WELLHIT", Op Order No., 19, amended; and W,D., N,Shore R.,,

17 Sep 44; and AEF/9 Cdn Inf Bae/C/D, Docket II: Account b

Lt-Col R, Rowlev, The Attack on Boulogne, »ara 18)

61. The attack on 3ovlogne began on 17 Sep, when the great
four-engined Lancasters took off from England znd set course “for
Boulogne, At 0825 hours, sharp on time, the target indicators
cascaded down on the first target area, stretching from iont
Lambert to 3Zon Secours. (W.D., G.5., E.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944: Appx 41, Ops log, 12 Sen 44, Ser 17; and

W.D,y HeQ, 8 Cdn Inf 3cde, 17 Sen 44; &nd Cneration "WELLEIT":

Appx "H", Photogranhs of Lenczsters hombing), The counter-flak
fire kent the sneny L,4. fire to ¢ =inin, Mt ot Jecst one
Lenecsta» s badlr holed, 297 tio “ora rere shot down,
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. (W.D., G.5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Sentember 1944: Appx 41

- Ops Log, 17 Sep 44, Sers 29 and 31; and W.D., S.D, & G, Highrs,
17 Sep 44), When the bombs had been falling for an hour, two
companies of N, Shore R. nut in their attack on la Tresorerie.
They nressed on 2zgainst heavy zir-burst artillery fire, and
suffered casuzlties from mines. (W.D., M. Shore R,, 1& Sep 44),
Half an hour later, at 0955 hours, five minutes after the
artillerv had joined the bombers in pounding the enemy's forward
positions, the nain assault began, exactly as the last of
4711 bomhs, weighing in all 1850 tons, fell on the first target.
(".Dyy G.S5.4y H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Aopx 41, Ops
log, 17 “ep 44, Ser 333 Account bv Lt-Col R, Towley, as above;
and Operationsl Reseerch in Morth West Eurone, ». 2 5
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THE ASSAULT OF i{'ORT LA'IBERT AND THE
THRUST TOWARDS THE RIVER

62, On the left, 9 Cdn:Inf-Bde sent forward two battalion
columns - 5.0, & G, Highrs and 'th N,5., Highrs - headed by tanks.,
The armoured vanguvard of each column wzs followed by three rifle
companies, each riding in six Cenacdian-manned Iangaroos, supnorted
by A.Vs.kK.Z., and followed by the battalion reserve companv riding
in seven armoured. half-tracks. Each infantry section was reduced
to an ".C.0. and six men, giving compenies a strength-of 85,

(W.D., H.Q. 8 €CAn Inf Bcfe, September 1944: Anpx 4, ¢ Cdn Inf Bde
Op Order No. 1, Appx "4"), Compnany carriers, but no "soft-skinned"
vehicles, went forward with the assault, The accompanying
engineers rode in Kangaroos, (Ibid, Notes 2 and 3). §S.D, & G. Highrs
had under commend a troop of JI~10 self-pronelled three-inch
anti-tank guns. (AEF/9 Cdn I = D°a/C/D, Doc’ ot II:  Account by
Lt-Col R, Nowley). Rach battalion had a section.of Wasns (carrier-
nounted flame-throwers), (W.D,, Nth N.,S, Highrs, September 1944:
Appx 7, 9 Cdn Inf Bde Op Order Yo, 1, O "WELLHIT")

63. As they swept forward, a hail of small arms projectiles
ricocheted from the srmoured wvehicles but failed to stop them,
S5«D, & G, Highrs rode forward until mines made further progress
impossible; then the infantry leaped from the Kangaroos, and
proceeded on foot, In 45 minutes all objectives were captured.
(Account by Lt-Col Rowlev, as above). Fth N.5, Highrs actually
got part way up the slopes of ifont Lambert before debussing. There
they fought a series of fierce battles against innumerable pill
boxes. DBefore the summit was reached 20 of these small fortresses

. 'had been dealt with, some by man-pack Lifebuoy flame-throwers, and
some by the blasting petards of the A,Vs.R.E, Fighting on Mont -
Lambert raged all day and into the night (Operation "WELIHIT", p. 18).
The two troops of 10 Cdn Armd Fegt, tanks with Nth N.,S5, Highrs
gave sup»orting fire, although encounterinsz haréd going from mud
and minefields., The tanks suprorting S.D. & G. Highrs had great
difficulty avoiding bomb-craters left by the R.A.F,, to say

nothing of German minefields and blocks ("Van§ggzg", The Fort
Garry Horse in the Second World War, pp 71-72
64. With Mont Lambert still holding out, and - well to the

right front - the high ground in the neighbourhood of FNapoleon's
Honument still in enemy hands, the S.D, & G, Highrs group found

the disadvantages of their position painfullv evident. From these
two points, as well as from the high ground arouné ls Portel, heavy
artillery fire was directed at any movement. (Account by Lt-Col
Rowley, as above), In spite of this damaging fire, Ceznacian sappers
cleare& by hand a minefield in the area., During the afternoon two of
the three columns of special armour of 31 Tk Bde arrived to attempt
to smash through to the river crossings. (W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
September 1944: Appx 4, Op Order No., 19, amended), Of the two
routes which were to be used, the northern route was impassable
because of cratering from the bombing; the south could be made

passable by the bulldozer, but some diffiéulty was experienced in
getting the machine forward. The route was finally cleared, 2nd both
teams directed along it at 1530 hours. The two asssult columns




started down the southernmost route, each accompanied by one company
of S.D., & G. Highrs in Kangaroos. zWJD., S.D, & G, Highrs,

17 Sep 44; and Account by Lt-Col Rowlev, as above), F.F,I. guides,
riding in the leading flails and in the scout cars of the

vanguard and column commanders, pointed the wey through the

wreckage of their native city. (Operation "WELLHITY, », 30)

65. This vital thrust to the river encountered great
difficulties from our own bomb=-craters as well as from enemy road
blocks, Craters were from 30 to 50 feet wide and 20 deep.
(Operation "WELLHIT", p, 28).  Blinded by the dust thst arose
from the shelling and from the caternillar tracks of the columns
themselves, many armoured vehicles floundered into these huge
holes, (0 y Po 32, and
Photographs 4 and 7 in with the earth blown out
was not satisfactory, for it wes too pulverized to give the tanks
traction. (Operstion "WELLIIT", 5, 28). Flails were lost in
the dust of their own threshing, znf three bogged down in this
way (Operational Research, sunra, p. 32), With these obstacles
conironting them, and much heevv enemy shell fire coming down
upon them, it is not surorising that neither of the two armoured
colunns succeaded in reaching the bridges to which they were
directed. 1Instead, they spent the night fighting in the streets
of Boulogne, where they were joined bv 5,D, & G, Highrs, as one
coluan besieged the Citadel., (Operation WWELLHIT", p, 18;

W%.D., 5.D. & G, Highrs, 17 Cep 44; and Account bw Lt-Col Rowley,
as above), Heanwhile, H.L.I., of C. moved@ into the objectives
which S.D, & G, Highrs had taken and vaczted when they moved

on with the arnouwr, (W.Ds,, H.L.,I, of C, and 5.9, & G, Highrs,
17 Sep 44)

66. While the struggle for ont Lambert and the thrust
towards the river were going on, 8 Cdn Inf 2de was also facing
stern resistance, N, Shore 2. spent the day grimly fighting
against the positions at la Tresorerie, where the defenders were
armed with 20-mm znti-aircraft guns. The Canadians had ho

tank supnort, but they were effectively aided by self-propellad
1-10 anti-tank guns. Although progress was not a2s rapid as
planned, the North Shore attacl kept the enemy from engaging

the other two battalions of the brigasde. (W.D., I'. Shore R,,

17 Sep 443 and Operation "WELLHIT", p. 17). The remaining

. battalions of § Bde also foun:t the resistance heavy and the

going bad. R, de Chaud got off to = good start, when they

took thelr intermediate objective, the radar station at Ruppembert,
intac  with 60 prisoners. This wes the first installation of its
kind captured by the Allied armies. (Operation "WELLHIT", p. 17;
and %e Geste du Regiment de la Chaudildre, p, 54), The Q.0.R. of C.
reached the small river which flows throngh Denacre to Wimille,

and -crosgsed it upstream from Denacre with the assistance of
fascine-carrying A.Vs.R.E. (Operation "JELLHIT", p., 17; "and

W.D., 16 Cdn Fd Coy, 16 and 17 Sep 44), Flails cleared a

ninefield 600 metres deep in front of the battalion, The

riflemen nenetrated as far as the station at St HMartin-Boulogne
where thev fought a bitter two-and-a-half-hour engagement, in
which they fired their anti-tank guns over open sights at

enemy mortars. (W.D., Q.0.R. of C,, 17 Sep 44), This wes the
extent of the battalion's penetration into the enemy position.

R, de Chaud advanced far enough to get one company on to the
Boulogne ~ Calais road, taking some houses in the settlement

of Bon Secours, which straggles along the road tq the north-east
of the monument erected fo Napoleon's Crande Armée., (Le Geste

du Regiment de la Chaudiére, p. 57) o
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69. The situation at the end of the first day's fighting
could now be avpraised, Although great nrogress had been made
against strong opposition, formidable cdefences, and heavy
artillery fire, the attack had not gone as rapidly as anticipated.
Hont Lambert was not vet fully in our hands, and the armoured
columns, although the Citadel was besieged, had failed to secure
the river crossings. IMarlborouzh and St Martin-Boulogne were
largely in our hands, but the heights to the north around FNapoleon's
monument were still in enemy tenancy. On the extreme right, 1la
Tresorerie and Wimille were not completely mopped up. Such
progress as had been mace had received the assistance of
unprecedented artillerv supsort. Ilore pre-arranged concentrations
had been called for by the infantry, and fired by the supporting
artillery, than ever before in a single operstion in the European
theatre, This co-ordination of effort went on all dav and well
into the night, with ten telephones and four wireless sets at

3 Cdn Inf Div artillery headonarters continuously manned and busy.
(History of H.Q, R.C.4, 3 Gdn Inf Div, p. 11)

68. An explanation of the failwre of this tremendous hail
of shells to silence the enemv guns is offered in a counter-batterr
intelligence summary of the following dav:

The effect of the C3 effort is not yet fully
known as there is little oppnortunity for the
units most affected by enemy shelling to pass
back infornation. The artillery renresentative
at 9 Cdn Inf 3cde and 13 Cdn Fd Regt were
exceptiong,however, and were able to send in
severeal reports' of guns firing durineg the first
bombing attack and throughout the day. Of the HB's
contained in the task tables and ehgaged, ten
were later identified as beinz active again,
This continued activity was due to two factors:

(a) The very lirht concentrations used, seldom
nore than 2 to 1. (Two of our guns to each
one in the enenmy battery).

(b) The verv strong construction of the gun

positions, manv of which were of concrete

and originally designed for coast defence.

This necessitated direct hits on the guns

as the crews apnarently had good protection

from our fire.
(W.D,, H.Q. 2 Cdn A,G.R.A,,
September 1944: Appx 3, Op
"WELLHEIT", C,3, Intelligence
Summary No. 6, Area Boulogne,
18 Sep 44)

Even the heavy R.A.F, bombing used as counter-battery fire was not
completely successful., It was reported later:

It ‘had been hoped:thet the Heavy Bombing
of Targets 2, 3, 4 and 5, west of the river,

would render hostile bat%eries in this area
inactive., In fact, however, Air OP's spotted
batteries active even during the bombing
(although presumably not in the actual target
areas) and C,B. was thersfore carried out in
this area actually during the bombing,

(Operational Research in North-Tlest
Zurope, p. 29 T
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When to these adverse factors are added the difficulties created
by the enemy mines and our own bomb craters, it is seen that the
progress made, although not up to expectation, was in fact no
mean feat of arms.

g CDY¥ INF DBDE TAKES TIE CITADEL AND
‘CROSCES THI RIVER 18 SEP 44

69. The eerly morning of 18 Sep, second day of the battle,
found S.D, & G, Highrs on the 9 Cdn Inf 3de front, fighting in
Boulogne itself, where the Germans were still holéing out in the
market scuare and the old Citadel (Operation "WELLIIT", »n, 19).
Pth 7,85, Highrs had arranged with the third assault team to clean
up the Germans still on ilont Lambert at first light (W.D.,

H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bdejy September 1944: Appx 3, Ops Log, 18 Sep 44,
Ser 12). A member of the Fort Garry's (10 Gdn Armd Rezt)
describes this attack:

It was on the second day of the agsault that

Jfont Lambsrt and its entire garrison was captured.
The attack began at first light, with two columns
surging forwerd throuzh the ground haze, The
left-hand column moved in on the Southeast face

of the festure, and the right column went over

the summit and on down to Le Chemin Vert, 'In

each case, tanks were in the lead, followed by
AVRE's, an? then infantry. Under the protecting
fire of the tanks, the engineers were able to
ennplace 70 1b charges in and around the dugouts,

and the infantry, following in closely, took out
the prisoners. One hy one the dug-outs surrendered,
and the commander of the mountain's garrison gave
himself up by 1100 hrs.
(Vanguard, The Fort Garrv llorse
in the Second World Wlar, p. 72)

A British account says:

Column C, under Lt-Col Wacddell of the 141st
Regiment, R,A.C., swept flaming and bombarding
over the heirghts. Four "Crocodiles" in particular,
with a stout backing of "Crabs" and "Avres" had a
field day here and collected large number of

prisoners.
("Flame Over Britain", Sir
Donald Banks, p. 115)

When the Crocodiles ran out of flame-thrower fuel, they discarded
their trailers and fought on as ordinary tanks (W.D.,, G.S.,

H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Apox 41, Ops Log, 18 Sep 44,
Ser 52). It was a company of Nth N.S. Highrs which, with
Crocodiles and A.Vs,R.E., broke through the southern' portion

of Bouloesne to find the southermmost bridgze across the Liane,

a wooden structure, destroyed by fire, (AZF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,

Docket II: Account by Lt-Col D.F. Forbes)

70. During the morning the Citadel fell to S.D. & G, Highrs
and the besieging armour. As the commanding officer told the
story at the time:

Arriving at the Citadel, which was entirely
surrounded, castle—fashlon, by a high wall,

D coy got into position before the bzstion gate
under cover of smoke, Then commenced a strange
drama of mediaeval siege mingled with modern
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warfare., A French civilian approached, offering
to point out a secret tunnel leading into the
heart of  the citacdel., MNajor Stothard, the
company commander, taking with him one »latoon,
at once entered the tunnel,

At the same time the Churchills wheeled up,
raking the ramparts with Besa fire, and nrepared
to nlace petards against the portcullis. The
gate was effectively.blown in, At once a host of
white flags waved from the walls, To add to the
confusion !Major Stothard had now apveared in the
nidst of the besieged fort, utterly astonishing
its defenders,
(Account by Lt-Col Rowley, as above)

71, Though the Citadel was in our hands, the River Liane

was still uncrossed, but this situation was to be ¢orrected

during thi course of this exhausting day, At 0915 hours

31 Tk Bde™ reported that one of the armoured columns had reached

the river, that the bridge nearest the harbour had an 80-foot

gap but was passable to infantry, and that the one farthest upstream
contained a 160-foot hole which wes bridgeable. (Overation
"WELLHIT", n, 193 and W.D, G.J., H,Q. 3 Cdn I-f Div, September 1944:
A¥px 41, éns Log, 10 Sep 44 Ser 51). H.L.I. of C., who were
oriﬂlnal1v meant to take nernuelﬁngue then St EStienne, were now
given a different task - that of est9511sh*ﬁg the bridcehead ovear
the river, v la0fC. g 17 end 18 Sep 443 end Appx 6

9 Cdn-Inf Bde “op Brasr . 1, and H.L.I. of C, Op Orcer No. 5).
doving up in Kangaroos uﬂﬁel heavy ‘shell-fir e, they were able to
dismount and 1’crm up near the »iver for the assoult across the less
demaged bridge. The crossing - which was effected at 1945 hours
that evening - was covered by an extraordinary variety of fire.

The fire supnort for the crossing of the River
La Liane Csic]’organized by commander 9 Brigade
was interesting. He moved up every esvailable
tank, armoured vehicle, anti-tanlz gun and PIAT
etc, as close to the river s possible, concealed
in buildings ete, Their task was to plaster

the enemy in the buildings etc on the opnosite
bank, whilst the infantry crossed, and as soon as
they were across, the barrage eeased, and suprort
continued by observation. The commaﬁders of the
various weanons were with the Commanding Officer
of the assaulting battalion, and he controlled
the fire through them.

The artillery was used on the deeper targets

and CB.
(Operation "WE ’ 8. 313 and
W.D., H.L.I. of C., 18 Sep 44)
e The repair of this bridge in order that supoorting weapons

and vehicles might cross is 2 story of the sappers! ingenious
improvisations

After a more detailed recce, it was decided
the best plan was to repair this bridge. Timber

# The operatiorslog, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, shows this and other
messages coming from 30 Bde, but the columns were 31 Tk Bde
troops., (See W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Tnf
Op "WELLHIT")

1f Bde, Sentember 1944: Appx 4,
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in fairly large quantities was reguired., This was
found close at hand after some searching in

almost complete darkness under the nose of the
enemy. The section of sappers (the nlatoon
officer was there too) was helped by the pioneer
platoon of H,L,I, of C, The mess created by the
enemy demolition was soon cleared up and the timber
carted to the site, The biggest snag was thet no
one could find a hammer, saw, nails, or, in fact
anything except one small hand-axe, The sappers
didn't have them since they were an assault team
with the infantry. It was out of the question to
send back for them, so heing good sapoers, they
set to work fitting the timbers together with good
healthy air. The job was finished by 0415 hrs

on 19 Sep and tested by carefully driving a 5-cwt
over it, Tefore dawvn the transport of the battalion
(including 3-<ton lorries) was across the river.
Some other sapners then anjeared to build a Bailey
across the damaged span. 'e think our "bridge" .-
if it - can be called one - was a pretty good effort
and certainly never expected to build 2 bridge

at any time with timber alone.

(W.D., 18 Can Fd Coy, September 1944;
Appx 3, ¥War Historvi 1700 hrs 16
Sep 44 - 1 S ep

At 0455 hours on the morning of 1% Sep, H.L.I. of C. were

able to report that the bridge was finished and the battalion
was "pushing forward now", (W.D., H.Q. ¢ Cdn Inf 3Bde, September
1944: Appx 3, Ops Log, 19 Scp 44, Sem 3, 4)

8 CDN INF BDE CAPTURES LA-TRESORERIE, = 18 SEP 44

73. The second dav of the attack was one of gruelling
fighting and 1ittle »rogress for & Cdn Inf Bde. In the early
morning Q.0.R. of C, started for their objectives in the built-up
area of Boulogne, which they were to take prior to surging
northward, towards Fort de la Crdche. (W.D., G,S., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41, Ops log, 18 Sep 44,

Ser 26). Before noon the leading riflemen were fighting on

their objectives (Ibid, Sers 74, 75). Two hours later all
companies were in the enemy positions, a2nd the other two
battalions of the brigade had reporteé small gains (Ibid,

Ser 86). At 2000 hours a liaison officer arrived at divisional
headquarters from the brigade, reporting that Q.0.R. of C. had
complated their task in Boulogne, and were turning northward

in spite of fire from anti-aircraft guns near the harbour.

R. de Chaud forecast that as soon as they had finished with the _
enemy around the Monument, they would go northward to Poterie, _
a collection of buildings a kilometre inland from Fort de la Cilckre
N, Shore R, was reported to have at least 500 prisoners, including
some high ranking officers (Ibid, Ser 112), These had been
captured by the two comganias assaulting la Tresorerie, After
spending the night 17/18 Sep sharing half a casemate with the

enemy they had completed the capture of all three casemates of
the fort, together with three fortified observation posts.,
P,I.A.Ts, and the smoke and fire of phosphorus bombs played an
important nart in the operation (AEF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, DocketIV:

Account by It-Col J,E, Anderson).
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C.H. of 0, (¥,G,) TAKES HERQUELINCUE, 18=19 SEP 44

74, On the south-eastern front the great bulk of Herquelingue,
well outflanked by 9 Cdn Inf Bde's progress, was still un-
conquered, for H.L.I., of C, had been diverted to the task of
crossing the river. On the afternoon of 18 Sep, Maj~CGen Spry
ordered C,H, of 0, (M.G.) to take and hold this still formidable
nosition, The battalion plan was to send a fighting patrol, to
be followed by a company, reinforced with one officer and 30
gunners of 4 Cdn L.4,A. Regt, acting as an infantry platoon.
Anti~-tank guns, the guns of 14 Cdn Fd Regt, and medium machine-
guns oand mortars nrovided covering fire fﬁ.D. G.S5.y H.Q. 3 Cdn
Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41, Ops Log, lé Sep 44, Ser 123).
The patrol started out at 1830 hours, and nassed through Quehen,
one mile sounth-east of the summit, an hour later, Other platoons
were sent on up the hill, and all spent a hazardous, busy night.
The next day, 19 Sep, the machine-gunners and artillery-turned-
infantry succeeded in capturing the five great casemates and
taking over 140 prisoners, (W.D., C.H, of 0. (i1.G,), September
19443 Apnendices 7 and 8)., After a2 countar-attack was

repelled on the night of 19 Sen, it arveared that the last

enemv had been cleared from hercuelingue., (W.D,, G.S., H.Q.

3 Cdn %nf Div, Sentember 1944: Appx 41, Oos Log, 19 Sep 44,

Ser 78),. :

9 CDN¥ II'F BDE OF THE PEVIISULA, 19-21 SEP &<

75 « On the morning of the third dar of the. battle, H.L.I. of C.,
who now had their supnorting weapons across the Liane, started
mopping un and expanding their bridgeheed (Ibid, Sers 15, 16
and 183 and W.Ds,, H.L.I. of C, and S.D. & G, Highrs, 19 Sep 44),
The ba%talion was renorted to have made good progress to the
north-west, having reached a vosition about 2 kilometre north-
east of Le Portel by about 1030 hours, and taken 400 to 500
prisoners ' (W.D., G.S., H.Q., 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944:

Appx 41, Ops Log, 19 Sep 44, Ser 27). At 1520 hours, H.L.I.

of C. started an attack on Honriville,which lies a lilometre
northeast of le Portel. The battalion wes supported by one

of the special armoured columns., (Ibid, ser 54). At 1500 hours
S.D, & G, Highnrs were ordered once more to enter the fight.

The battalion was to cross the river, move through the H.L.I.

of C, bridgehead and take the enemy hHattery on the knoll &t
Turbinghem, the settlement of Outreaun, and the two sugar N
factories to the east, near the Liane. (Ibid; and Agcount b
Lt-Col Rowley, as above). In execution of these orders %Ee
battalion crossed by the new Bailey “ridge (see vara 72), passed
through the H.L.I. of C, bridgehead, and attacked at 1600 hours,
an hour after they had been first warned (Ibid). The most spectacular
part of this assault was the capture of the enemy battery, which
had 15 pieces, including six 88-mm guns:

The target had been allottsd cne madium
concentration and four field "stonks" ...

The result was magnificent surrrise, The
infantry, following the fire closely, swarmed
over the hill with bayonets and grenades ‘before
the last rommds had fallen, At no time were
they more than 250 yards from the bursts. The
nearest position was overrun and its three 88s
teken intact; the troops rushed for the .other
three but these wers blown up. The action
resulted in the taking of 185 prisoners, but
during it Major Stothard's only two remaiming
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officérs %era wounded, It was now nearly dark
and the company consolidated its position and
remalned on the hill all night,

(Acégunt by Lt-Col Rowley, as above)

This battery, in spite of beins the target for 800 bombs
during the bombing, had lost only one 88-mm and two 20-mm
guns, and had succeeded in firing over 2000 rounds of 88-mm at
ground targets before being silsnced (Opnerational Research in
lorth-West Europe, p. 29), Its capture elininated 2 constant
source of trouble (Ibid).

76. ‘eanwhile the H,L.I., of C. assault on Honriville,

though made with full scale artillery supnort, an® with the

heln of Flails and A,Vs.R.Z., had not gone well. The attackers
ran inte heavy fire from weanons of all natures - 88-mm airburst,
the staccato fire of 40-rm and 20-mm, and a heavier gun
described as "something really bigh, (W.D., G.S., P.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, Sentenber 1544: Appx 41, Ops Log, 19 Sen 44

Ser 97). The infentry was pinned down, suffering 50 cssual%ies,
eand the armour lost four Flails, As 2 result of this set-back,
the attack wes discontinuned. (Ibid; W.D,, Hi.L.I. of C., 1S Sep 44-
and Operation "WEILIIT", 5, 22), © Cdn Inf Nde thus spent the
night with two battalions on the peninsula and ¥th 7.8, Highrs
still cast of the Liane, (W.D,, G.8,, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944: Appx 41, Oss Log, 19 Sep 44, Ser 102)

77 This third dav of the attsck had been another 24

hours of exhavsting struggle in rainy weather in & Cdn Inf 2de's
sector (W.D,, R, de Chaud, 19 Sen 44), On the morning of

19 Sep the two comnanies of N, Shore R, 1n la Tresorerie were
able to see the strength of the nositions they had talken

during the »revious two days' flerce firhting:

Stronger fortifications could hardly have
exlisted. The casemates had been unshaken by
heavy bombing, Each one contained a complete
electric nlant and Diesel en~ine, which were
kept in running order by a few nrisonerc retained
for that purpose. The quarters, well heated and
1it, were most comfortable. The garrison was
nearly all German: most of them were marines,
Perhaps because of the superior facilities of
their quarters they looked cleaner and more
soldierly than the usual prisoners., Their
ammunition supply was in no wav depleted. There
was an ample stock of food, which might have
lasted three months, The battery also nossessed
a dug-in, well equipned hospital,

(AEF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, Docket IV:

Account bv ILt-Col J,.=, Anderson)

78. The two companies stood fast in this hard-won position,
while another company tackled Winille, ran into heavy opnosition on
the eastern side, and circled round to the south, where it spent
the night 19/20 Sep  (Ibid; W.D., H.Q. 8 Can Inf Bde,

September 1944: 4ppx 1, Ops Log, 19 Sep 44, Sers 30 and 36;

and W.D., G.,S.,, H,Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div September 1944: Apox 41,
Ops Log, 19 Sep 44, Sers 55 and 663. To the south, R, de Chaud,
subported by a squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt and A4.Vs.R.E.,
attacked in the afternoon to clear the troublesome enemy out

of the vositions he still held sround the Monument, (8 Cdn Inf
Bde Ovs Log, Ser 32: ? Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, Ser 55; and W.D.,
R, de Chaud, 19 Sep 44). It was renrorted et 1750 hours that

"My de Chaud attack .is against heavy opnosition but drogress is
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fair" (8 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, as above, Ser 32). The enemy
strongnoints here included a series of blockhouses with steel
turrets for machine-guns, forming a very formidable defensive
position. (Le Geste du Regiment de la Chaudidre, p. 58). Three
of the deadly 88s added to the battalion's discomfort (W.D,,
G.5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Sestember 1944: Appx 41 Ops Log,

19 Sep 44, Ser 72). Ileanwhile, 0.0.R. of C. were %rying

to break out to the north where their way was blocked by a strong-
point, armed with a 75-mm gun. In the afternoon a company
attack was launched but driven back by heavy opposition., That
night the battalion finally reported that it Bould neither

take nor by-pass the enemy infantry and artillery and that the
position would require "special treatment", (Ibid, Ser 68; and
W.,D,, H.Q. € Cdn Inf Bde, Sentember 1044: Avopx 1, Ops lLog,

19 Sep 44, Sers 66 and 74)

79. The Division's own intelligence summary, based on
informetion up to 1800 hours on 19 Sep, gave this report of the
fighting: .

The resistance offered by the Boulogne garrison
hes been surprisinely tenacious, when one con-
siders that they are fully aware of the advances
made by the allied forward' elements. This can
be attributed to the following factors,

(a) The thick concrete defences tend to
minimize the effect of our fire nower,

(b) The very low nercentage of foreigners
within the garrison,

Up to 1300 hours the number of PW through the
Divisional cage amounted to 76 officers and 3035
other ranks. This does not include PW evacuated
through medical channels, and a reported 500
further PW southwest of the river who have not

yet entered the cage,
(7.0, G.8., H,Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944: Appx 30,
Int Summary No., 44)

It was estimated that there were 2000 Germans in the nositions
still holding out, none of whom, at the time of this summary
(2315)hours on 19 Sep) had indicated any intention of surrendering,

(Ibid

80, The fourth day of Operation "WELLHIT" saw INth N.S, Highrs

brought back into the lead again, after:the brief breathing space

which followed their stremuous battle for -Mont Lambert (AEF/9 Cdn

Inf Bde/C/D, Docket II: Account bv Lt-Col D.F, Forbes). The

objective of the battalion was the strong position at Ningles,

which lies near the shore in a re-sntrant about half-way between

Focquet and le Portel, (Ibid; and Operation WIELLHITY, Defence

Overprint, 12 Sep 44), The commanding officer made his

reconnaissance from the hill west of Outreau, at the -moment

when 5.D, & G, Highrs and their artillery reoresentative fired

a captured 88-mm at le Portel, knocking out one of the enemy's

guns there. (Account by It-Col D.F. Fo 83 and. W.D.; 8.D. &€,

~ Highrs, 20 Sep 44)., The nail of fire with which the-enemy responded
swept the oven ground across which I'th .5, Highrs would have

had to advance, Brigadier Rockingham therefore decided to send

the Nova Scotians around by a circular route, passing through the

enemy pnositions at St Etienne, Ecault and Nocguet, and sonroaching

Ningles from the south, (Account by ILt-Col Forbes, as above)
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With Tynhoons preparing the way, Ith 1,5, Highrs, supborted by

a squadron of 10 Odn Armd Regt, crossed the Liane, and turned
south toward St Ztienne. (W.D,, H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, September
1944: Appx 3, Ops Log, 20 Sen 44, Ser 20). En route the tanks
engaged an enemy S5.P, gun ané some German positions which were
sti11l holding out on the slopes of Herquelingue (Ibid, Ser 38).
As the troops advanced down the open road, they came under heavy
fire from one section of the CGerman-held nosition, though "white
flags had already been hoisted in another -nortion of the village™
(Account by Lt-Col Forbes, as ahove; and Ibid, Ser 49). One
troop of tanks wae sent from Haffreingue in the valley of the
Liane toward St Etienne, 'Then they opened fire on the village,
"white flags blossomed everywhere'! (Account by Lt-Col Forbes,

as above) -end about 250 srisoners nourasd ont of the defences
(W.D., H.Q. @ Cdn Inf Ble, “eptember 1944: Aopx 3, O2s log,

20 Sepn 44, Sers 52 and 565. The capture of this dominating
feature wes achieved without the llova Scotians lesing 2 man
(w.D,, Nth .S, Highrs, 20 Sep 44). The battalion was now in

a position to send patrols during the night north 2nd west to the
coestal positions still held by the enenmy (Account by Lt-Col Forbes,
as above; . and W.D,, H.Q. © Cdn Inf 3de, 20 Sep 44).

81, The remaining battalions of 9 Cdn Inf Bde continued to
make useful progress, S.D. & G, Highrs remained firm in the
positions they captured on 19 Sep, and sent a company to clear a
wood near the sugar factory (W.D,, S.D, & G, Highrs, 20 Sep 44).
H.L.I. of C,, faced with extensive moppning up in the northern pnart
of the harbour area and Honriville, planned an attack with artillery,
armour and air supnort (W.D,, H,IL.I, of C,, September 1944:

Appx 8, Pencilled "O" Order Notes, 20 Sep 44), Before the assault
Typhoons were to deal with a tronblesonme gun at the end of the
long harbour breakwater; Q.C.3l. of C, were to silence the

stronz point which was shelling H.L.I, of C. and holding up the
riflemen; and the artillery had to range on its targets. To allow
time to co-ordinate this varied supnort, H Hour was finally set

at 1245 hours, (W.D., H.L.I. of C., September 1944: Appx 3,
Intelligence Loz, 20 Sep 44, Ser 225. Sharp on time the two
assaulting companies went forwerd, and at 1312 hours one company
reported capturing its objective, ineludins three guns (Ibid,

Sers 29 and 33).  The other company, sunported by a troop of -10
self-propelled anti-tank guns (Ibid, Ser 52), and using a
"loud~hailer" (powerful loudspeaker end ampnlifier on z White scout
car), made good nrogress and by 1626 hours had taken 100 prisoners
(Ibid, Ser ©6). But there were still Germans holding ouvt in the
harbour area when night fell on 20 Sep. The last resistance

was cleared up the next afternoon with the reduction of the
ship-like fort at the end of the main harbour jetty. A Wasp and

a section of infantry advanced nerilously out along the pier,

the carrier tracks skidding on the rzilway lines as its crew
projected its flaming fuel ahezd, This terrifying fire coming

out to sea persuaded the garrison of 50 men to surrender, but it
took them half an hour to work up enough courage to come out with
their hands up, so shaken were they by fear of the scorching flames.
(Sir Donald Banks, "Flame Over Britain,"pp 116, 1173 and W,D.,
H,L,I. of C,, September 1944: IAppx 3, Intelligence Log Diary,

21 Sep 44, Ser 513 and W.D,, G,5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Septenber
1944: Appx 41, Ops Log, 21 Sep 44, Ser 52)

82. Apart from the mopping up by H.L.I. of C, and the
successful termination of IMth N.5, Highrs'! sweep into Nocquet,
21 Sep was quiet on the 9 Cdn Inf Bde seector, excent for what
has been called "The Bargain Basement™ incident:.

For approximately two days the CH of. 0 had
been sitting on HERQUELINGUE (4L5TER) and
during this neriod no enemy had been seen,
However, early on this day a dugout door
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suddenly opened and out walked a German ma jor, who

said he had about 500 men underground and that he
wanted to surrender and do the thing in the approved
fashion. He made very careful arrangements with 9
Brigade.and the CH of 0, and it was finally agreed

that this little gang would appear above ground at

1300 hours. This they did. The CH of 0 Company was
certainly more than surprised. The GOC of the Division
referred to it as the Bargain Basement Incident, because
apparently no one had bothered to go down and look.

(Operation "WELLHIT", p.26)

THE NORTHERN SECTOR, 8 CDN INF BDE, 20-21 SEP L4

83. 20 and 21 Sep were days of steady but unspectacular progress
for € Cdn Inf Bde. ©On 20 Sep, N. Shore R., supported by the fire

of M-1C self-propelled anti-tank guns, took Wimille, and cleared

the ad jacent settlement of Auvringhen. (AEF/8 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket IV: Account by Lt-Col J.E. Anderson, p. 3; and W.D., H.Q.

8 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log, 20 Sep 44, Ser 22).
The battalion's next task was the capture of the coast town of
Wimereux, which was effected on 21 Sep with the support of M-10s

and a minimum of artillery fire. Indeed, the light German 20-mm
guns on the defences of la Tresorerie were fired by the Canadians.
The result was a demoralizing uproar, but the light shells did not
smash the town and kill civilians &s artillery would have done.

This consideration was proved justified when the battalion finally
entered the streects on 22 Sep. "The town was thronged with civilians,
which confirmed the CO's belief and made him glad they had been able
to capture it without the devastating effect of so much artillery."”
(Account by Lt-Col J.E. Anderson, as above)

84. The other two battalions of the brigade had meanwhile been
pressing closer to Fort de la Crdche. It was planned to bomb the
fort on the afternoon of 20 Sep with medium bombers, but this air
support was postponed at the last moment.® (Operation "WELLHIT",
p.23; and W.D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: Appx 1, Ops Log,
20 Sep 44, Sers 6, 15, 23, 42 and 45). A further effort was promised
for first light 21 Sep (Ibid, Ser 64). Q.0.R. of C, made some pro=-
gress during the hours of darkness but R. de Chaud ware unable to
achieve anything during a difficult night (Ibid, 21 Sep 44, Sers 8
and 19). During 21 Sep the two battalions infiltrated forward with
armoured and artillery support, but the fort continued to hold out

firmly (Operation "WELLHIT", p.25).  Even a thorough gounding b
four waves O meqium bombers - 78 aircraft in all - failed to induce
the garrison to surrender, although the infantry made considerable
progress while the bombing took place (Ibid, p.25).

THE REDUCTION OF WIMEREUX, FORT DE LA CRECHE AND LE PORTEL
22 SEP L4

85. As 22 Sep, the sixth day of the attack dawned, the only places
€till in enemy hands were Fort de la Créche, the north and south
forts at le Portel, and some positions in Wimeruex. The end could
not be far off. During darkness Q.,0.R. of C, had succeeded

in infiltrating very close to Fort de la Créche, and had tanks

and M-10s in hull-down positions covering the sfronghold.

% For evidence that this cancellation was due to an error at
H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps see W.D., G.S.0Ops, H.Q. First Cdn Army, September
1944 : Appx 83, 8-1-8/Ops, 20 Sep 44, Hy and Lt Bombing in sp
2 Cdn Corps, 20 Sep L4).
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When first light came their 75-mm and 3-inch guns soon convinced
the besiezed that they were beaten, A%t 1045 hours the garrison
of 500 nen. surrendered. L As we have seen, N. Shore R, had
1iberated Wimereux, =nd le Portel alone remained untaken.

. (Operation 'WELLHIT", D. 27)

86. At 1145 hours on the morning of 22 Sep, Brigadier
Rockingham, commanding 9 Cda Inf 3de, sent over the loud-hailer
this stern ultimatun to Lt-Cen Heim,

You have lost the battle for BOULOGNE, Over

7,000 risoners hove heen taken znd all form of
“es*stance has ceased excent this posn. . You are
completely surrounded by a large force of all arms,

If you surrender now no further casvalties will
ocecur on either side and you and your garrison will
be treated as orisoners of wav and sventually _
return to vour families. however, you do not
surrender with all your ga“rison we will attack you
* with eévery means at our disposal, during which
time 'we will incur sone casuslties but there is no
wav of.assessing how many vou will incur,

You have one hour to make up vour mind, Come

out with 2 white flag flying, your hands above

your heads, and unarmed, within one hour, I this

does not occur we will commence at once to destroy

vou and vour gorrison, - You have had vour warning,
., survender or die from flames, }

< (¥.D,, E.Z. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, September,
1944: Appx 173 end "W.,D,, 8.D, & Gy
Highrs, 22 Sep 44)

87, mhis ultimatum expired =t 2255 hours, (W.D., S5.Ds & G,
- Highrs, 22 Sep 44). Ten minutes ahezd of time the eneny were seen

pouring ont of the northevn fort merchinz over to the H.L.I. of C.

and surrendering (Ibid). 4 German officer was ordered by the

Brigzadier to go back and tell Lt-Gen Heim to surrender the
southern fort (Ibid). This was not elfective immediately, for
intermitfent firing still ceme from this last outpost. Then the

.Germans began to demolish their own guns, as thev saw closing
.in"en them, tanks 2nd flame-throwing Crocodiles. At 1617 hours
- the order went out over the brigade wireless net to cease fire,

as there were now white flags on both forts. (W.D,, H.L.I. of C.,
September 1944: Appx 3, Intelligence Log Diary, 22 Sep 44, Ser 24)
In 2 gquarter of an hour came the messaze "Cen Heim hes bean taken
and is on way to Brigade Headcuarters", followed in ten minutes bv
"All folding up. Boulogne hss been taken" (Ibid, Sers 2@ 28).
This informetion was not entirely accurate, for one lone é—mv
nosition on the end of the mole failed to recognize the liberation
of Boulogne until 2 note from Heim ordering its svrrendar reached
the gun detachment, (Operation "WELLHMIT", p. 26; and W, D.,
G.S., «Qs 3 Cdn Inf Div, peotelber 1944: | hppx, 41, Ops: Logy

22 Sep 44, Ser 78) IR

g The reduction of Houiogne with its garriﬁén of :
aporoximately 10,000 men - a2rmed. with over 90 guns - had been
accomplished by %wo bridges at a cost of only .600 Canadian

casualties (Qgexatiogal Research in’Norih-West Europe, p. 303
and Operation WIELLHITW; p. 27), The actual mumber of prisoners
taken was 9, First Cdn Armv Int Summeries MNos. 87 and. 88

254 26 Sep 44 The success of the-operation mey be autribuéed
ieflt to twn factors - the effective emplovment of.a great
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force of supnorting arms in a skilfully conceived and boldly
executed plan, and the "enemy's lack of will to resist to the

last man, brought about mainly by the isolation imposed on the
garrison by the Allied sweep across Europe, That the attack

had taken four days longer than expected was chiefly due to the
great difficulty caused by the craters and rubble which our own
bombing had created, and to the heavy shelling from the well-
protected enemy bat%eries. In spite of the terrific bombardment
from the air -~ 690 aircraft dropped 3356 tons of bombs on the
five targets engaged at the beginning of the assault - and the
expenditure by the artillery of 80,000 rounds on counter-battery-
tasks, the enemy guns in their incredibly strong casemates and
gun-nits staysd nersistently in action throughout the operation,
continually holding up our advance and causing the majority of our
casvalties. (Opberstional Research in MNorth-West Europe; and
Feport lo, 146)

89. The German officers cantured in Joulogne talked
freely, ziving a full picture of the effectiveness of our tactics.
From Germen artillery officers it was learned:

Roughlv half the field guns had concrete
positions from which to fire, The remainder
were dug in as normally., Very few casualties
were suffered from bombing, shellinz and the
subsequent fighting. The barrage which followad
the heavy bombing forced the gun detachments

to seek cover lonz enough for the tanks and
infantry to assault the nositions,

(First Cdn Army Int Summary No. 83,
21 Sen 44) .

The great mass of our artillery hiding east of the For8t de
"Boulogne, and not opening fire until the 2ttack, had completely
baffled %he enemy. The German gunners thought %hat only five

troo ps were in this area, and could only estimate their where-
abouts to an accuracy of one kilometre. Our employment of a
"roving troop" to do all our firing was a complete surprise.

Hith no flash-spottinr or sound-ranging personnel and no counter-
battery staff the Germans had been unable to draw even e faint
inage of our artillery picture. (Ibid). Lt-Gen Heim, interrogated
months later, produced only one criticism of the tactics which

had brought his fortress down around his ears. He showed an
amazing lack of knowledge of what had hannened - doubtless because
of the havoc our bombins had mzde of his communications.

Heim was most imoressed by the tactics of attack

and the close co-operation of all arms to rout out
position after position., . The ability of the
artillery: to lay down a curtsin of fire and smoke
under which infantry and tanks crent until the strong-
point was reached was most. effective. These timed
barrages enabled the Canadians to be at their objective
at the very moment the artillery fire 1ifted, and as

a result when the German came out of his bunker he

was immediately faced by Canadian infantry and tanks.
His one criticism of these nethiods was thet they were
too cautious and over-meticulons and thus resvlted

in a lack of drive and sonetimes in failure to

exploit a situation,-

The general knew very 1ittle about the onropaganda
methods used at Boulogne which had been so successful
in persuading large groups to surrender. The work
of the loudspeakers had not been renorted to him, He
did know howevar that 2 nimber of small strongpoints
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has disapneared without a trace on the first day or two of the
assault. He enguired of his interrogators whether they could
explain these mysterious abductions, and he was rather surprised
to find that words, and not bullets, had caused them to sur-
render.

(AEF 45/First Cdn Army/L/F, Docket III: Special
Interrogation Report, Genlt Heim)

iCY, OPERATION "UNDERGO™ - THE CAPTURE OF CALAIS, 25 SEP - 1 OCT 44

90. The priority assigned to the capture of the channel ports was
under constant review by the C,-in-C, in terms of the rapidly changing
administrative requirements of 21 Army Group. After examination of the
conflicting requirements and changing factors, General Montgomery con-
cluded that the early use of the great harbour of Antwerp was essential.
He told General Crerar that he was vrepared to give up operations
against Calais and Dunkirk, "if it would enable you to s»eed up the

- Antwerp business’, (G.0.C.-in-C., 1-0, fol 84, Vessage ¥.203; and

l’ann Lectures, 18 May 45). This decision was modified later, for Naval
considerations made it necessary that Calais and the batteries at Cap
Gris Nez and Sangatte be captured, lest otherwise their great guns might
prevent the free use of the port of Boulogne.X (Mann Lectures, 18 May 45)
No such condition applied to Dunkirk, and it was decided merely to
contain the town, not to undertake its capture, (Ibid)

91, While Boulogne was the object of 3 Cdn Inf Div's main effort, Cap
Gris Nez and Calais had also been its responsibility. 7 Cdn Recce Regt,
leading the way up the coast, had "bumped” the defences of Boulogne
on 4 Sep, and on 5 Sep:

At first light it was obvious that Boulogne was to be a tough nut

' to crack, so the Regt did a quick right wheel, left 9 (C.I.B.)
taking over the opposition encountered in this area, and pro-
ceeded to cut the escape routes to the North. By midday 5 Sep 44,
“B" Sgn was on the high ground near Marquise cutting the main
Boulogne -~ Calais road, "A" Sgn was at Guines containing: the
garrison of Calais from the south and "C" Sqn had completed the
encirclement by cutting the coast road from Calais to Dunkerque
and Oye and linked up with “A" Sgn.

(W.D., 7 Cdn Recce Regt, September 1944; Appx 7: Report
,
on Operations - Advance from Falaise to Calais, page 4

THE WATCH ON THE HIGH GROUND

92, Calais was invested, but by a very light screen indeed. The next
step was to thicken up this containing force, and seal off Cap Gris Nez
and Calais from Boulogne. As we have seen (para 41), this was done by

disengaging 7 Cdn Inf Bde from the Boulogne horseshoe., and sending it to

dominate the high ground which formms a giant "T"-shaved feature south-
west of Calais, (%7.D.,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, Sentember 1944;

Appx 8, 3 .Cdn Inf Div OO0 No 2). The cross™ of this "T% extends from

- -

* The report of a conference held to plan Oneration *INFATUATE"(the
Jalcheren landing) discloses that General Crerar was prepared,
should the operations to reduce Calais be unduly prolonged, merely
to mask the port.

"Admiral Ramsay expressed the opinion that BOULOGNE could be used
with a satisfactory degree of risk if the btys at CAP GRIS NEZ
were captured. The GOC in C drew attention to the memo prepared
by Captain Pu%sley, R.N., which showed that, in his view, it would
be necessary to capture GATATS in order to make practicaﬁle the

use of the port of BOULOGNE.

"The GOC in C, after hearing these views of Admiral Ramsay, stated
that in this case he was prepared merely to mask CALAIS in the
event that its capture was not achieved quickly in order to cone

the resources of Tirst Cdn Army for Op '"INTATUATE!,"

(#.D., "G" Plans, H,Q., First Cdn Army, September 1944:
Appx 22, Op Infatuate - Notes of Conference, 21 Sep 44)
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Mount de la Louve (4 kilometres south-west of Can Gris Nez)
north-eastward, parallel to the coast, to lNoires lMottes (about
6 kilometres west of Czlais). The upright of the "T" runs
inland along the high ground through Mont Coupnle to lont de
Fiennes, 12 kilometres south of Calais, (Ibid). For its task
of cutting the main Boulogne -~ Czlais roaé the brigade was
supported by one squadron of 10 Cdn Armd Regt, a battery

of anti-tank guns, 12 Cdn Fd Regt, and necessary services
(Ibid). 7 Cdn Eecce Regt was given two main tasks -~ to
protect the eastern flank of the brigade's position, end
to search the areas east and west of Calais and des%roy any
enemy who tried to get out (Ibid). By 1515 hours, 6 Sep,

7 Cdn Inf Bde was in position with brigacde headquarters at
lloyecques, on the "upright" of the "I", (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn

Inf Bde é Sep 44), Here the brigade and the reconnaissance
regiment settled down to patrol and reconnoitre the surrounding
country, which bore a striking resemblance to the rolling

chalk downs of England where the battalions hed trained so
long, (Ibid)

93. As at Boulogne, every scrap of informetion

about the enemy nositions was now songht eagerly. Patrols

cast about, on the scent of nrisoners snd information, From
battalion observation posts, relayvs of observers scanned the
countryside., Civilians broucht in scrans of news which they
had: gleaned about the 3oche. Then on 9 Sep, a Frenchman

brousght in "21l sorts of papers the Germans had left behind."
Amongst them was a complete plan of the strong~point centred
arounc the huge cross-channel guns at Cangztte, known as
"Sattery Lindemann." This nlan was interpreted and amnlified

by a .Polish deserter who gave full details of the defences of
the great 40,6-¢m guns. These monsters in concrete emnlacenents
12 to 16 feet thick, could only fire out to sea, but their rear
was more than adequately protected by "wery numerous anti-aircraft
guns," four 75-mm and three 15-cm guns, mines, and wire, some
electrically charged, (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf 2de, 7-9 Sep 44,
and Appx 8, Trace, "Civilian information")

94, The brigade groun, isolated by 20 long miles fronm
the besiegers of Boulogne, carriedtniaggresive patrolling, the
battalion extending its territory a 1little at a time, On the
nizht 9/10 Sep Degina Rif occunied Wissant, a sesside resort

six kilometres east of 'Cap Gris Nez, isola{ing that nosition

from Calais, (W.D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and Regina Rif 9 Sep 44).
Here they found "civilians still occupy the village and businesses
and shops in full operation". (Ibid). The battalion zlso
established an observation post on the 163 metre height of iMont
Couple. The brigade znd 7 Cdn Recce Regt were now painfully thin
on the ground, and there was great relief when 3 Cdn Inf Div

advised thet from 10 Sep the eastern and south-eastern approaches

to Calais would be covered by elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div, thus
releasing a squadron of 7 Cdn Recce Regt to thiclken up the defence
of the area between 7 and 8 Cdn Inf Bde. (¥.D,, H.Q. ? Cdn Inf Bde,
9 Sep 44). Il'eanwhile, the flow of intelligence continued. Some

of it was alarming, for Regina Rif reported a German submarine

off Cap Grls Nez, and Polish prisoners gave news of a proposed
enemy counter attacl:, (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 10, 11 Sep 44)

CLEARING THE CAP GRIS NEZ PENINSULA, 12-20 SEP 44 .

95 A more .definite task was now assigned to 7 Cdn Inf
Bde, The G,0.C, ordered the brigade to clear the enemy from
Hont de la Louve (the south-western end of the cross-bar of the
WTH) and drive the Cermans at Audresselles and Cap Gris Nez. into
the sea.. (#.D., G.S5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Sep 443 W.D.,




H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: Entry for 12 Sep 44 and
Appx-9, 7 Cdn Inf Bde Operation Order Mo, 1). The clearance
of this "Cap Gris Nez rectangle' necessitated the planning of
an elaborate attack, to be carried out in three phases, with
the supvort of a squadron of tanks, a squadron of flails, and a
squadron of A.Vs,R.E, An artillery fire »nlan wes to be fired
by 12 Cdn Fd Regt and three medium regiments. (W.D., H.Q.

7 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: App: 9, Operation Orcer No. 1),
A command grovp of brigade headcuarters moved to Marquise, and
during the night 12/13 Sep, and the dav 13 Sep, the battazlions
closed in on Cap Gris Nez, suffering some shelling from such
heavy guns as the Germans could, bring to bear, (W.,D., H.Q.

7 Cdn Inf Bde, 12, 13 Sep 44)

96, The »nrocess of clearinz the Cap Gris ez peninsula
nroceeded steadily for the next few days, On 14 Sep, 1 C. Scot R.
were withdrawn into divisional reserve, to be used if needed in
the Bouvlogne assault, leaving the brigade with two infantry
battalions to comnlete the clearance, By this time, a ring had
been drawn around the Cape, from Ambletuese on the coast to

Mt. de la Louve, then north to Tardinghen on the coast road.
(W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bcle, Sentember 1944:  Appx 10 Trace)s  This
ring was thinly held, but nztrols were to be kept z2ctive, denyin
all useful ground to the =nemy, 2nd probing his defences. (Ibid
On 16 Sep the necessitv of clearing the Cape was emphasized again
when the Jrigedier gave further orders for mopping-up the

enemy there., On 17 Sep, as the main attack went in on Boulogne,
further advances were mede against heavy mortar fire, which

only resulted in establishing that the "battery of three huge
38~-cm guns each encased in very thick concrete (some estimates
give 18 =~ éo feet thicXk)" and their defending pillboxés would

be a very difficult nut to craclk, The R, Wpg Rifs sent an
ultimatum to the commander to surrender or be blown into the

sea, but secure behind his wire, mines and concrete, that
haughty German scornfully rejected it (7.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde,
17 Sep 44)

97« The enemy was now bustled into his strong nositions at

the end of the peninsula, Here it was decided to leave him,
relieving the battalions (W.D,, G.%., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div:

September 1944, Appx 24, 4(a)) by a squadron of 7 Cdn Recce Regt,
which would keep a watchful eve on Cap Gris Nez while the

brigade? ineluding 1 C, Scot . returned to hold the downland

of the "% feature. (Ibid, Appx 28, msg GO3; W.Ds., H.Q.

7 Cdn Inf Bde and R, Wpg Rif, 17.Sep 44), There, all preparations
could be made for the assaul% on Calais, (W,D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde,
18 Sep 44), D Day was forecast as 19 Sep, (W,D., G.S., H.Q. 3.Cén
Inf Div, September 19443 Appx 28, msg G03).

" THE DEFENCES OF CALAIS

98, The flow of information from all sourges built:up a clear
icture of the formidable fortress of Calaisg. (Ibid: Appx 27,

nt Summary No, 43). Topogranvhically, it was in direct contrast
to Boulogne, The defence of Calais was based on water obstacles

and low, marshy ground instead of fortified hills, 4 ridge running
into the town west of the flooded area offered the only dry anprozch
to the city, but this feature was commanded by the defences of the
great Noires Mottes battery of four 40.6-cm coastal guns, and by other
strong positions at Sangatte and Vieux Coquettes. The low=lyving
ground east and south of the city was swept by the observed fire of
the innumerable small strong infantry and artillery positions erected
astride the Calais ~ Gravelines and Calais - St, Omer roads, The

& See Map "D"




city itself, built on o scries of islands, interscctcd by dylkos
and cocnels, was & naturcl stronghold, made morc formidaoblo by
woapon positions whosc fire could mow down enyonc rash enough
to try to cross the watcrways. On 17 Sop, i1t was ostimated
that the Germans hod 4450 to 5550 men defending the eity (W.D.,
GeSe, ?.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Septomber 1944: LAppx 27, Int Sumary
No. 43

99. Detalls of the various strong points werc now cvailablo,
Thore were six prineipal areas: Noires Mottcs 5, Belle Vuo Ridge,
Vieux Coquelles, lecs Baraques, the eastern and south-edstorn
approaches, and tho city itsclf. The basis of the Neirces Mottes
post was the main battery of four 40,6~cm guns in cascmatosy
surrounded by mines and wire, In the perime¢ter of the fort werc
shelters, pillboxes, and antl-aireraft and light guns in

addition to the infantry positions, (WeDs, GeSs, HeQs 3 Cdn Inf
Div, September 1944: Appx 27, Int Summery No, 43). The whole
formed =z solid bristling mass of wire, guns and mines, stretching
two kilometres along the coast north-cast from Escallcs, with a
depth inlcnd almost as great. (France 1:25000, sheet 38NE,
Defence ovcrprint edition 12 Scp 44). The ridge running east
from Belle Vuec was the next part of the defencos, It was wired,
defcnded by machine gun posts, and included two great railwey guns,
Lstride the main Boulogne = Calais road at Vieux Coquelles was &
strong point dominating thq inundetod arc:, which lay to the
south-oast. Machine-guns, anti-aircreft machine-guns and the
droadod 88-nms as well as infantry and field guns would make this
a formidablc fortress if held by dotermined men., Two kilometres
to the north, in the rear of this bastion, was o coastal defence
position zt les Baraques. The defonders here had the usual
coastal defences and mines, and were thought to have flame
protection as well, (Ibids. Tho eastern and south~eastern
approaches were guarde@ by infantry and anti-aircraft anti-tank
positions astride the Calais -~ Ostend road, end the Caleis - St Omecr
Roode (WeDey, GeSa, HeQ. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Lppx 27,
Int Surmery No. 43; and France 1:25000, Part Sheets 38NE, 39NW,
288W, Defence Overprint 12 Sop 44). The city 1tsclf, on its
islands, centred round the old Citadel so gallantly defended

by the British riflemen in 1940. Pillboxes, gun8in casecmates,
~anti-tank guns, and infantry posts combinecd with tho mony canals
and dykes to make the heart of the position as formidable as its
tough outer shell. (Ibid)

100. Commanding thoe defending garrison was an army officer
(the Divisional Int Summary incorrectly names a naval officer),
Lt=Col Ludwig Schroeder, This undistinguished soldicr was
interrogated after his capturc, and gave his examiners a poor
impression:

It: cannpt be belicved that much importance was
attached to the defoncc of Calais whoen so mediocrc
and accidental a leader as Oberstlt Ludwig Schroedor
was dosignated to hold it. Not only was his rank
comparativoly low for a largc scale idoological
stand, but he was assignod tho role mercly because ho
happonod to bo around and not because ho was

endowed with any special abilities for 1it.

(LEF/First Cdn Army/I/F Dockot IIIj
fol 14 Special Interrogation Report,
Lt-Col Tudwig Schrocdor)

Schroeder claimed that until mid-August the ports had only
been propered chiefly against a sca-borne attack. Not until
well on in that month was the expectation of another cross-
chamel -invasion abandoned. Thon all-round defence had to be
organized, based mainly on field positions, rather than on
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concrete. Schroeder himself took command on 30 Aug 44, when
1035 Gr, which he commanded, was withdrawn for use elsewhere,

(Ibid)

101, Schroeder did not put much faith in the fighting
abllity of his gerrison of fortress troops, sailors, home .guards
and harbour technicians. An engineer company of 59 Inf Div,

and a reinforcement battalion of 47 Inf Div were the only part
of the garrison that had a divisionz2l baclground. The morale

of this conglomeration of troops was wretched., They were likely
to be easy victims of Allied propaganda, for meny were 'Volk-
deutsche' (Germans who had lived in foreign countries), and
"Hiwis" (foreign volunteérs), Schroeder had almost as little
confidence in his officers as in his men (Special Interrogation
Report - Schroeder).

THE PLAN FOR THE ATTACK

102, In spite of the heavy responsibility of v»reparing
for the attack on Boulogne, the headguarters staff of 3 Cdn Inf Div
produced a nlan on 16 Sep for the eapture of Calais. (/.D., G.S.,
H.Qe. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 24, 3 Cdn Inf Div,
Operation Order No, 6, Op "UNDERGOM"), -The onlwv part, however,
which was acted on was the withdrawel of 7 Cdn Inf Bde from the
Cap Gris Nez rectangle, and its deployment on the apnroaches to
Czclais., (See para 92 ). The unexpected »srotraction of the
attack on Boulogne caused the greater part of the preliminery plan
to be replaced by a later one, closely resembling it. D Day,
forecast as "probably 19 Sep", wes repeatedly postponed., A
divisional operation order wos finally issued on 22 Sep, cancelling
that of 16 Sep -but retaining the same inter-brigade boundaries,
method of traffic control, and air targets. (W.D., G.S., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 34, 3 Cdn Inf Div Operation
Order lo, 7, Op WUNDERGO™), | -

103. The nlan called for an attack with two' brigade groups,
supported by armour, artillery, and air bombing. The portion of
the perimeter defence not under direct attack would be contained,
To 7 Cdn Inf Bde fell the task "Attack znd capture or destroy the
garrison" of the area including lloires llottes, Bellevue, Coquelles
and Calais, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was to deal with the Escalles area.

© Cén Inf Bde, having completed any mopoing-up needed in Boulogne,
would relieve the squadron of 7 Cdn Recce Regt at Cap Gris Hez?
and "capture or destroy the garrison there, probably 25 Sep 44",
The brigade was also to make two battalion groups available as
divisional reserve for Operation "UNDERGO", @7 Cdn Recce Regt would
be responsible for containing the southern sector of Calais,
and C,H. of 0, (M.G.) would relieve Tor Scot R, (M.G.) of 2 Cdn Inf
Div of the responsibility of‘guarding the eastern route out of
Calais. (Ibid)% |

104, ‘The outer brigade boundary underwent some revision, for
8 Cdn Inf Bde's operation order of 23 Sep gives the brigade
intention to "capture the Escalles and Noires Mottes strongnoints
and destroy all enemy in the area”, (W,D.,, H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
September 1944: Appx 5, 8 Cdn Inf Bde, Operation Order No, 20,
Op M"UNDERGO"), The brigade would attack on a two-battalion front,
with N, Shore R, on the right "capturing the Sangatte battery" and
the defences of the whole Noires Mottes area, On the left R, de
Chaud would capture the high ground east of Escalles and all
defences on the Cap Blanc Nez feature, (Ibid). On the left,

7 Cdn Inf Bde planned to attack in three phases, In the first
phase, the brigade would capture Coonelles and Bellevue., In the
second phase, the objectives would be the country north of- these

& For Order of Battle, Operation "UNDERGO" , see Appx "¢".
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ositiong, and in the third nhase, the town itself, Like
g Cén " Bde, the brigade would attack on a two-battalion front
with R, Wpg Rif on the right and Regine Rif on the left. (W.D.,
H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1244: Appx 3, 7 Bde Operation
Order lo. 2) '

105. The heavy bombers would support the attackers with
the same smashing, battering bombing as at Boulogne. This air
effort was considered "an integral part of the operation as a
whole", (W.D.,, G.S5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944:

Apnx 31, Op "UHDERGO“ "Hy Bomber Effort"i. Five target areas
vrere selected in the area between Sangette and the city.

(see Map "D"), The fall of the last bomb on the first two
targets would mark H Hour (or Zero hour)., (W.D,, 14 Cdn Fd Regt,
September 1944: Appx 3, R.C.A. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Op "UNDERGO",
Heavy bomber effortg. fter a pause of hazlf an hour, the third
target would get an hours! pounding. The remaining %argets were
successively, to receive fiftesn minutes'! treatment at intervals
of half an hour, In an effort to learn how to avoid the delay
inposed by cratering, which had caused so-uch trouble at
Bonlogne, an experiment was to be made:

Cratering ané destruction is essential, but

in order to test the lkilling effect that might

be obtained by the use of ragmentation type

bombs among concrete end earthwork defences, bombs
«  for Target 4 are to be fused Tor less cratering,

and nore blast effect. This refinement does

not necessitate an increese in the 2000 yard

safety line.

(#.D.y, G,8., HeQ. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944; Appx 31, Op MUNDERGOY,
"Hy Bomber Effort'.and treoce)

It was agreed that postnonerment nighi be necessarvy because of
adverse weather, but .that no matter when the operation took nlace,
4 Hour could not be later than noon of the day selected. (Ibid)

106. The same guns that “ealt so effectively with Boulogne
were available to reduce Calais, As soon as Boulogne was conguered,
the artillery moved by two mein routes to denlov where it could
engage Calais, (W.D,, H.Q. R.C.A. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944:
Appx 6, Trace, and Adm Instr Mo, 1} a2nd W.D,, H.Q., 2 Cdn A.G.Z.A.,
September 19443 Appx 4). This movement was hidden from the enemy
at Cap Gris Nez by & vast smoke screen®, The fire plan and traces

% It was apopreciated that the concentration of these regiments
. st be secured from.obsorvation by the enemy at Cap Gris Nez.
The line of origin selected for the smoke generators was along
the road Wissant - Marquiese, In a three-kilometre stretch
there were 60 smoke-points, manned by 23 gunners of 8 Cdn
L.A.A. Regt, By experimen% it was found possible to reduce

this to less than 20 points.  The screen was operated
continuously during the daylight hours from 23 Sep until
28 Sep, with breaks of three hours each during R.A.F.
bombing attacks on Calais on 26 and 27 Sep. The screen
consumed 147 tons of generators during its period of s
operation. (AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C/F Docket II: weol 1,
Report Smoke Screens carried out by First Canadian Army)
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were issued to regiments on 22 Sep, and on 23 Sep, the guns
finished the movenent into the Calais area. (%.D., H.Q. R.C.A.

3 Cdn Inf Div, 23 Sep 44). ¥With the lesson of Boulogne in mind,
a heavy bombardment of the hostile batteries was nlanned to

last from H minus 73 to H minus 35, 21 hostile batteries being
engaged for three minutes each at a concentration of 15 to one.
In addition, there was a counter-flak programme by our medium,
heavy, and heavy anti-aircraft guns, to deal with the enenv's
heavy anti-azircraft batteries. Air 0.Ps. were available to
direct observed fire on to any enemy guns’' which remained asctive.
Rocket-projectile Typhoons were also briefed to engage selected
enemy gun positions. (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn A.G.R.A., September 1944:
Appx 4, Operation "UNDERGO™, 2 Cdn Corps C.B., Int Summary No. 12,
26 Sep 44), "In anticipation of forward moves as the battle
progresses", preparations were made for extensive concentrations
and "stonks" (linear concentrations) availeble on call, (W.D.,
HeQe R.C.A, 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944:  Appx 64 Task Table
and Traces). There was also an initial timed programme to be
fired on targets in the FNoires 'lottes ~ Escalles defended locality.
(¥.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn 4.CG.R.4,, September 1944: Appx 4, Op "UNDERGO"
Trace; and History of 13 Cén_Eg_ﬂpgt, Y,

107, . The ccmforting snorting and grinding of the armoured
devices. of 79 Armd Div woulc be heard again, for flails, A.Vs.R.E.,
Crocodiles and Kangaroos were all coming to Calais, as at her

sister ports, to clear the minefields, Tflame and batter the strong
points, and protect the infantry, according to their various natures,
A regiment plus a squadron of flails = 6 Aslt Degt RE -~ complete
with all its A.Vs.R.E., znd a regiment less one squacron of
Crocodiles were put uncder command of 3 Cdn Inf Div for the operation,
The 36 Canadian-manned Kangaroos of 1 Cdn Armd Personnel Carrier

Sqn -would be. on hand to carry the infantry of 7 Cdn Inf Bde. As
well as the special armour, the ordinary fighting Shermans of

2 Cdn Armd Bde, with the exception of one regiment, were uncer
command, (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 34,
3 Cén Inf Div, Operation Order No., 7, Op "UNDERGO", Appx 4, Order of
Battle). 7 Cdn Inf Bde was to be supported by 6 Cdn Armd Regt,

two squadrons of flails, one squadron of Crocodiles, two squadrons
of A,Vs.R.E,, and all the Kangaroos. 8 Cdn Inf Bde was supported

by a'single sguadron of Shermans of 10 Cdn Armd Regt; one scuadron
plus one troop of flails, one sguadron of Crocodiles, and two

troops of A.Vs.,R.E. (Ibid)

108, By 17 Sep, the assault which was at last about to fall
on Calais:® had been postponed zgain and again., On that day,
Headquarters 3 Cdn Inf Div issued a message giving the probzable
D Day for Operation “UNDERGO" as 19 Sep (W.D., G.S., H.Q., 3 Cdn
Inf Div, September 1944: Entry for 17 Sep 44, ané Appx 28). But
the protracted defence of Bouloghe produced a further day-to-day
postponement, for the men, tanks and guns, which would be needéd
to attack Calais, could not be released until Boulogne fell, On
20 Sep it was considered possible that D Day wonld be 22 Sep.
But the ®roops were still engaged at Boulogne until late that
day. Following that city's fall, a G.0.C.'s conference was held
regarding Operation "UNDERGO", and on 24 Sep, in spite of rainy
windy weather, zero hour was fixed for 1000 hours the following
day. (¥.D., ¢.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 18 - 24 Sep)

109, On 24 Sep, R.A.F. heavy bombers nroceeded to 'soften up"
the Calais defences. ' The raid appears to have been the result
of a message from 2 Cdn Corps to Bomber Command:

If factor causing your postponement of "UNDERGO"
should change to permit bombing later in day, we
would welcome any spare effort you can offer
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tomorrow for softening Calais defences,

("‘roDns G-S-, HoQo 3 Cdn Inf
Div, September 1944: Agpx 41,
Ops log 24 Sep, Ser 35

The request was acceded to, and 3 Cdn Inf Div received thé
message at 1300 hours that five targets would be attecked from
1730 hours to 1830 hours, (Ibid, Ser 27). The attacking aircraft
came over, and their attack was reported by 7 Cdn Inf Bde as
follows: :

Air Force dropping phosphorus: bombs on north~ .
east portion of Calais, There appears to be large
balls of fire shooting skyward not anti-aircraft.
Heavy smoke over northern part of Calais, One fire
burning at harbour entrance, Four planes have
crashed,

(Ibid, Ser 43)

Later, it was confirmed that seven aircraft had been shot

down, apparently by enemy anti-aireraft in the Escalles area,

over which they flew after the bombing and before they :
turned out to sea on their return to base. (Ibid, Sers 46 and 51).
The diarist of 7 Cdn Inf Bde attributes the heavy losses to
feilure to arrange the covnter-flak programme:

At 1315 hrs Division informed us that targets

&, 9, 10, 11 and 12 (all in Calais) would be taken
on by bombers from 1730 - 1830 to-night. Later on
this was cancelled but at 1730 over ceme the bombers.
This was most unfortunate for then it was too late
to tee up our artillery to fire on Cerry ack-ack
defences, or as we say, Pancake them., As a result
we lost eifht Lancasters,

(W.D., H.Q. 7 Cén Inf Bde, 24 Sep 44)

THE ASSAULT BEGINS, 25 SEP 44

110, On arrival from Bounlogne, 5 Cdn Inf Bde took up positions
in the Bernes - Aucdembert - Wissant area, on the reverse slopes

of the Mont Couple feature, 7 Cdn Inf Bde was deployed around
Bonningues-les=Caleis, while beyond the inundated area, y

C.H. of 0 (".G,) tock over the containing of the eastern perimeter
fram Tor Scot R,(.G, ), assuming once more its function as a mock
brigade, (AEF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket I, fol 14 lonthly

consolidated S of Cdn Ops and Activities, 3 Cdn Inf Div

133, At 0819 hours on 25 Sep, the familiar prelude of heavy
bombing led off Operation "UNDERGO™, (W.D,, G.S,, H.Q. 2.Cdn Corps,
September 1944: Appx 15, Op "UNDERGOM","Hy Bombing Effort®s; and

3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log 24 Sep 44, Ser 40, and 25 Sep 44 Ser 10).

At 1015 hours, as the last bombs fell on the first two targets

the two 1nfan€ry brigades began their .zssault, each with A,Vs.R.E. :
flails and Crocodiles (W.D,, G.5., H,Q., 2 cdn Corps, Se tember 13443
Appx 3, Ops log 25 Sep 44, Sers1l and 12), On the left, 8 Cdn Inf
3de, whose battalions had been comp®lled by lack of cover in the
downland to form up 2000 yards short of the start line, advanced

as planned, On the left of the brigade, R. de Chaud moved toward

the high ground north of Escalles, from Point 134 to the
Observatorgﬂ‘_The_FrenthCagaaians carried out the traditional
igfanxry atteelk on their own feet; they relied on the neutralizing
effect of the bombing and the fieid, necium, and heavy shells whioch
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had been whistling above them since Z minus 30 to detonate on
the enemy positions ahead, (AEF/21 Army Gp/C/F, Docket II:
fol 19, Immediate Report No. 53). The ground up which the
battalion advanced was 80 steep that no armour could accompany
it (Ibid). On the right of the brigade front N. Shore R.
advanced up a re-entrant which ran into the enemy's defences,
This cave the battalion protection from the enemy positions

on the right flank. A sguadron of Shermans, 20 flails, six
A, Vs ,R.E,, and seven Crocodiles moved up on the right of the
battalion, and joined it near the start line., The armoured
vehicles made through the enemy's wire and minefields three
lanes, which were checked and marked br Canadian sappers.
(W.D,, 16 Cdn Fd Coy; 25 Sep 44). The infantry swarmed up the
high ground at Noires liottes without much diffienlty. (Ibid,
and ¥,D., G.5., H.Q. 3 Cén Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41,
Ser 35). Once over the craest, they found the downward slope
swept by heavy machine gun ané 20-mm fire., The A,Vs.R.E,, and
the Crocodiles gave whet assistance they could, but they
exnerienced great difficulty in the badly cratered ground.
lleanwhile, R, de Chaud, fighting with great dash and skill,
were clearing up the enemv, bagging 270 prisoners for a loss
of three killed and nine wounded. (Ibid)

112, To the easty, 7 Cdn Inf Bde crossed the start line with
R. Wpg Rif up on the right, and Hegina Rif on the left., ZEach
battalion was heavily supnorted by tanks, flails, A.Vs,.R.E.,
and Crocodiles. The Manitoba hattalion and supnorting armour
were soon on the Coguelles position, collecting batches of
prisoners, (7.D., H.Q, 7 Cén Inf Bée, 25 Sep 44) On the left,
Hegina Rif ran into sterner opponents, but with the supnhort of
the armour they established themselves firmly on half of the
Eelle Vue strongnoint by 1545 hours.,l C, Scot R. in Brigade
Reserve were ordered forward in their EKangaroos at 1745 hours
to carry out the second phase, but instead of going on and
swinging to capture Calais, as nlanned, were directed to the
assistance of Regina Rif, (W.D., H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde
Entry for 25 Sep, and Appx 13: 7 Cdn Inf Bde, Operation Order
No, 2). 1 C, Scot R. ‘dismounted, helped Regina Rif on to their
objective and then infiltrated towards the cosst (W.D,, H.Q.

2 Cdn Corps, September 1944: JAppx 3, Ops Log 26 Sep 44, Ser 1).
The battalions were ordered to ma're their positions firm for
the night, in preparation for the continuation of the attack
on the morrow. (W,D,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 25 Sep 44)

113% The diarist of 7 Cdn Inf Bde expresses his gratitude
to € Cdn Inf Bde: . : .

While all this was going on, the 8th Bde on our
immediate left had got a good strong hold on the
enemy's defences and Escalles and Sangatte, This
- was indeed a job well done, for the operation
depended a good deal on the fact that € Bde would

be able to take out the two places mentioned
_.above, -

(Ibid)

This job, well done though it was, had not completely purged
the 8 Cdn Inf Bde area of the Boche, Our patrols were very
active during the rainy night 25/26 Sep, and by 0900 hours the
German commander of the Sangatte battery offered to surrender

at noon., At 1200 hours, I. Shore R. gathered him in with his men,

280 in all, This ended all organised enemy resistance in the

western end of the Calais defences. (W.D., H.Q9. 8 Cdn Inf Bde,
26 Sep 443 and W.D

Ops Log 2b Sep 44; Sers 14, 25 and W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944: A

pox 41, Ops Log 26 Sep 44, Ser 38)

September 1944:

GeSs, HaQe 2 Cdn Cerps September 19443 Appx 3,
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114, On 26 Sop, 1 C, Scot Re lod the way on 7 Cdn Inf Bdo!s
frontes The weather had now clearcd, and the battalion started
tho division's right turn into Calais by seizing Sangatte and

two kilometres of the Sangattc =~ Calais coastal roads, (W.De, GeS.,
H.Qs 2 Cdn Corps, Septomber 1944; Appx 3, Ops Log 26 Sop,

Sers 11, 12), With offective support from our artillery, tho
battalion advanced, in spite of enomy shclling, ‘Leoading oloments
prcsscd ecstward along the coast to a point duc north of
Cogquelles, meeting considerable resistance, (Ibid, Sor 14).
Lfter our guns had pounded, the arca ahcad, two companies went
forward again at 1520 with tanks, crocodilcs and [i.VS«R.Ea,

end madc some progress bofore boing slowcd down by domolitions,
mines and booby-traps. (WeDs., G.S., HeQ. 2 Cdn Corps,

Soptombor 1944: JAppx 5, Ops Log 26 Sop, Sor 25; W.Ds, GeSe, HeQo
3 Cdn Inf Div, Soptomber 1944: ALppx 41, Ops Log 26 Scp, Sor 50;
W.D., HeQe 7 Cdn Inf Bdo, Soptombor 1944: Lppx 15, H«.Qe. 7 Cdn
Inf Bde, Battlo Log, 26 Scp, Sem1l5, 23, 25, 33, 35). Their
progress was furthor impeded by tho nccossity of clearing

out overy house, slit trench, and strong point they cncountorcd,
(WeDe, HoQe 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Scp 44). In spito of z counter
attack, the Scottish prcparcd to asscult Fort Lapin and

los Boraqucese (WeDe, GeSsy HeQe 3 Cdn Inf Div, Soptomber 1944:
I.ppx 41, Ops Log 26 Sop 44, Seor B8l and 83, and 27 Sop 44, Sor 12)

115. In a 1ittle more than a doy and a half, great progress
had. boen made against the formidable defoncos, both man-made

and natural, of Calais. By midnight, 26/27 Sop, tho division was
able to roport that tho cnomy wns now back at hls inner defences,
and that 28 officors and 1,525 othcr ranks hod beon taken
prisoner. The Escalles featurc was complotely clear of tho enomy,
and 8 Cdn Inf Bde was being withdrawn to a concontration areca to
be usod as divisional rescrvo. (WeDe, G.S., HeQs 2 Cdn Corps,
Soptombor 19443 Appx 3, Ops Log 27 Sop 44, Sor 1). During tho
dey's oporations heavy bombors and rocket-firing Typhoons had
rendored offoctive support, (Ibid). Thus, by thoe ovening of

26 Sop, tho attack on Calails had bocome almost ontiroly a 7 Cdn
Inf Bde affair; <for CeHe of O« (MeG.) on the ocst wore still
engtgod in cutting tho onemy's escape in that direction, and 8 Cdn
Inf Bde had completed its tasks in the woste.

116. At 2030 hours, Brigodlor J.S. Spragge issued his orders
for operctions by 7 Cdn Inf Bde during the night 26/27 Sop.

1 C. Scot Re werc to continue along the sca front and try to

break into the north cnd of Ceclais immediately. Re Wpg RIif were
directed to tako the old Fort Nioulay, on tho western outskirts

of the town, and force a crossing over the canal into the town.
(WeDS8e, HeQe 7 Cdn Inf Bde and Re. Wpg Rif, 26 Sep 44) . Regina Rif
wore assigned the task of getting troops across the inundated area
by boat and penetrating Calcis from tho south. (W.Ds., H.Q. 7 Cdn
Inf Bde and Regina Rif, 26 Seop 44; WeD., GeSe, HeQse 3 Cdn Inf Div
Soptembor 1944: Lppx 41, Ops Log 26 Sep, Sor 8l; W.D., 1 Ce Scob R.
Septomber 1944: ‘ Appx 3, 7 Cdn Inf Bde, Battle Log 26 Sop 44 Sor 53).
Those thrusts made poor progress and it was thorefore decided to

usc heavy bombing of the westoern approcchos to Celals in an attompt
to foeilitate entrance into the towne Lccordingly, 2 Cdn Corps
eskod for heavy bombers to ongage sevon targots on the western

odge of Calcis in support of this attack, and ecarly on 27 Sep,

our troops werc withdrzawn to & linc two kilometres west of the
outskirts, (W.De, GeSe, HeQe 3 Cdn Inf Div, Scptomber 1944:

lLppx 41, Ops Log 26 Scp 44, Scr 80)

117, From 0830. to 1105 hours on 27 Scp, R..:sFe. hoavy bombors
pounded the western outskirts of Calcls, :Thc bombing was generally
effective, and our counter-flok fire kept the Gorman antl-aircraft
gunners from sériously molesting tho aircraft. (WeDs,G.S., H.Q.
2 0dn Corps, September 194<: Lppx 3, Ops Log 27 Sop <4, Sor 16;
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W.D., G,S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41,

Ops Log 27 Sep, Ser 15, 21, 22, 24, 32), One bomber was lost,

but some at least of the crew seem to have parachuted safely.
(W.D., G.S., H,Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944; Appx 41

Ons Log 27 Sep 44, Sers 33, 36), The infantrv continued %o Dress
on towards Calais town. 1 C, Scot R, fought their way along the
coarst to Fort Lapin, which was only talten after Tynhoon attacks

on the neighbourhood, and a furious battle by the infantry .
supnorted by tanks and Crocodiles, which flsmed the pill boxes
built “into the walls of the fort. (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
September 1944, Anpx 41, Ops-Log 27 Sen, Sers 58, 59, 63, 75, 84,
86; and W,D,, 1 C, Scot R, 27 Sep 44). At about the same time
‘tire R,” Wpg Rif succeeded in capturing Fort Nieulay, in spite of
its wide, deep moat, and heavily reinforced stone walls, 33 feet
high, * The flame-throwers once again were the final argument which
convinced tho garrison to surrender. (W.D., R. Wpg Rif, 27 Sep 44).
Regina Rif, meanwhile, had carricd on across the inundations and
had reachad factories on the southern part of Calais. (W.D.,

H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 27 Sep 44). While 7 Cdn Inf Bde was fighting
for these gains, the reserve battalion of £ Cdn Inf Bde,

G.C.R. of C,, which had not taken part in the Escalles operations,
was® warned for movement in T.C,V's, to the C.H. of 0. (I7.G.)
sector of the eastern perimeter. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
Sentember-1%44: Ap»x 41, Ops log 27 Sep 44, Ser 93, 96, 99, 102).
The riflenen were to be »ut wnder commend of the Division at 0800
hours on 28 Sep. (Ibid) '

118, The plans for the next day called for much the same
tactics, Once again heavy bombing would nrepare the way, attacking
targets east and north of Calais from 0900 to 0955 hours. . (W.D,,
G.5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: . Apnx 41, Ops Log

28 Sep 44, Ser 27)., This attack was reported to be successful,

by ground observers, in spite of the loss of one of our aircraft.
(Ibid, Ser 28), I . Scot R, found that bunkers just ahead of Fort
Lapin still contained CGermans who wanted to resist, but the Scotsmen
reported that they could soon be dealt with. (W.D,, G.S5., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41, Ops Log 28 Sep 44, Ser 37).
In fact, during the night 27/28 Sep, two companies had succeeded

in crossing the canal along the wes%ern perimeter of the city - near
the citadel -~ by boat, by swimming, or even by pulling themselves
across on ropes. (W.D., 1 C. Scot R. 28 Sep 244). These intrepid
souls were, however, cut off by a belt of enemy fire; their radio
batteries began to fail, and they found themselves without food

or water. There they remained, unable to dislodge the Germans,

and unable to withdraw themselves., (Ibid; and W.D,, G.S., H.Q.

3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41, Ops Log 28 Sep 44,

Ser 57). R. Wpg Rif penetrated as far as the group of houses

known as CGreviere, on the Calais - Marquise road, and by noon,
Regina Rif reacheé'the railway junction on the southern outskirts

of the' town, beside the canal., (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, Ser 57).

By- 1830 hours, Reginz Rif had compnleted all arrangemen&s to

cross the canal into the city proper during the night, (Ibid, Ser 57).
Then came the news that the commander of the garrison had asked

for a truce. (W.Ds,, 1 C, Scot R, and Regina Rif, 28 Sep 44), All
activity ceased, and our troops were ordered to engage only active
enemy patrols, (W.,D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 28 Sep 44). The
diarist of 7 Cdn Inf Bde wrote "The front settled down into a

very unnatural calm - and we laid nlans for an all-out assault

on the town," (W,D.,, H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 28 Sep 44)

THE 'TRUCE AND EVACUATION}29—3O SEP

119, The events which led to the opening of negotistions were
as follows. On 28 Sep detachment of Civil Affairs, 2 Cdn Corps,

at Ardres,received word that the Cerman Commander was ready to
consider surrender. A message in ths following terms was forthwith
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sent to Lt=Col Schrooder:

' (1) Tho Canadian Commander is proparcd to moet the
German garrison Commander of Calais at Pont sans
Poreil tomorrow morning 1000 hours (1100 hours
Gorman time) Friday 29 Sop 44,

(11) On rocoipt of acknowlodgemont agroeing to this
meoting and cessation of all Germen fire, Canadian
troops willl be instructed to suspend attacks.

(111) Tho Garrison Commander must travcl in a car
boaring a whitc flag. His porsonal safcty and
thet of other occupants of his car is guecrantccd.

(1v) To cnablo Canadian troops to bo warned of this
arrangonmont, corly acknowlodgement should bc mado,

(WeDs, HeQs 2 Cdn Corps, Civil Lffairs
28 Sop 44)

The roply, again through thc detachmont at lrdres, was that the
Germans agrced to the mecting. Lt 1000 hours on 29 Sop, tho
meeting botween Goneral Spry and four Gorman officors took place
at Pont sans Pareil -« but it turncd out that the Goermans did

not want to surrender. Thoy boldly asked thet Calais beo deelared
an open cltye. Thelr excuse was that the 20,000 civilians in

tho town were suffering fram the bombing, sholling and shortage
of food end medical supplies. Gonoral Spry refused tho roquest,
on the grounds that the Boches werc in the city and defonding i1t.
He agrocd to a truce until 1200 hours on 30 Sep, during which the
populztion was to be cvacuatod,

120, Immediately after the conforonce at Pont sans Pareil,
Genoral Spry callcd a conferconce to announce his instructions
rogarding the truce, and to 1ssuc his ordors for the attack which
would inmedietely follow. (W.Dey GeS., HeQe 3 Cdn Inf Div,

29 Sop 44). The attack was to bo in two phoses. Tho first would
begin at 1400 hours on 30 Sep, aftor a two~hour proeliminary air
attack by medium bombors, followed by rocket-projectile Typhoons.
The ground attack would be delivercd from tho east by Q.0.R. of C.
and medium machine-guns, supported by two troops each of Flails,
Crocodiles, and L.Vs.R.E; thelr objoctive weos the eastern banlk
of tho perimoter canal. Meanwhilc, 7 Cdn Inf Bde and 1its
supporting troops would romain alert to take advantage of the
diversion croated on the cast sides 7 Cdn Recce Regt and

C.He of 0. (M.G.) were to patrol vigorously and close in as much
a8 possiblos (WeDe, GeSe, HeQs 3 Cdn Inf Div, Sogtomber 1944;
Appx 38, 3 Cdn Inf Div Operation Order No. 8, Op "UNDERGO"). Tho
guns of the divisional artillery and tho two L,G.R.As. would
provide the artillery support, including increasing the smoko
rosulting fraom incendiaries droppod by the modium bombors, with
25-pdr smoke shells. ' Alr burst H.E. from 3,7-inch anti-airecraft
guns was to be fired as well, Tho fire plan was novel, as sach
rogiment was allotted an area, which it was to. "sweep and socarch"
from 1300 to 1355 hours. After that -time, selccted targets would
be engaged in a2 normol way, oxccpt that the guns of 15 Cdn Fd Reg:
would fire the 25-pdr smoke programme. (W.D., HeQs R.Cslis 3 Cdn
Inf Div, September 1944; Appx 7, Fire Plen in support to attack
Of Q.o.R. Of C. 30 f:ep d.“})

121, Tho socond phase of the attack was largely a btask for
7 Cdn Inf Bdc groupe This was to be the mnin assault on Calais
to completoc the destruction or capture of the garrison, D Day
would be 1 Oct, with Zero Hour either at first.light, or "firsst
tenk light", the decision to be made by Brigade Hondquertors.
The artillory support would be on the seme scale as in Phase T,
and medium bombers and Typhoons would be aveileble. (Operction
Order No. 8)
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CAPTURE OF CAP GRIS NEZ, 29 SEP 44

122, The divisional Operation Order for the final reduction
of Calais stated: ' Rk
(1) Engage only enemy weapons firing at our own
troops and engage any active cnemy patrols.
(1i) WO redistribution will take place in FDLs,
(1i1) Regrouping which would have taken place
if NO armistice declared may be made as
required,
(iv) We must NOT be first to fire before 301200 hours,

(W,D,y G.5,, H,Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,
" September 1944: Appx 38,3 Cdn Inf
Div 00 No, 8, Op "UNDERGO™).

But these instructions did not affect the operations of 9 Cdn Inf
Bde, facing the Germans positions on Cap Gris Nez, This was an
isoiated action separate from the main attempt: to capture Calaisjy
it began and wos completed on the day the truee was in effect at
Colais, 29 Sep 44, The operation was intended to capture or
dostroy the long=-range guns that for four years had harrassed the
Dover Goast. The value of Calais 2s a port for 21 Army Group was
not the essential issue, but the Cap Gris Nez batteries could
dominate the harbour of Boulogne 2nd effectively render the
movement of shipping in the Streits precerious. (Mznn Lectures,
18 May 45) In view of these facts, the batteries on Cap Gris Nez
had to be 1;2uidated by means of an attack similar in planning
to "WELLEIT"X,

123, The enemy trcops in this sgctor were largely marines,
estimated before the operation td be from 800 to 1,100 in number

(9 Cdn Inf Bde, Operetion Order No., 2, 27 Sep 44) but whose morale
was definitely dependent on the strength and depth of their concrete
casemates and pill boxes. The actuzsl arnament consisted of the
four cross-chennel guns at Haringzelles, and the batteries at
Floringzelle, made up as follows: the Battery Todt at Haringzelles
with four guns of 38-cm calibre, firing seaward with a range of
45,000 yards; the Battery Grossor Kiirfurst about Floringzelle

ané Franzelle, with four guns of 28-cny calibre, 45,000 yard range,.
and an all=round field of fire; the Battery Gris ﬁez, of three
17-cn guns, with a range of 24,600 yards, situated in much the

same area and about the lighthouse; and the Battery Wissant with
three 15-cm guns firing seawerd. ﬁll were encased in reinforced
concrete and steel casemates similar in design to those at Boulogne
ond impervious to any but a2 direct hit., (W.D., G.S, Int, H.Q. First
Cdn Army, September 1944: Appx gl, Int Surmary No, 91 59 Sep 44).
They were supplemented by some 88-mm, sevgral 20-rm A,A, guns, .
anti-tank ditches cleverly concealed, minefields, wire, concrete
pill boxes and machine-guns, (W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn inf Bde September
1944: Appx 24, Report on Defe of Calais, d/10 Sep 44)

124, On 23 Sep, 9 Cdn Inf Bde had been instructed to relieve
7 Cdn Recce Regt, which unit had held the eneny garrison within

this 2rea since 52 Sep. (W.D., 7 Cdn Recce Regt, 22 Sep 44), and

to take up position for the capture or destruction of the gun
positions on Cap Gris Nez. (W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 23 Sep 44).
The Brigade decided to employ two battalions - Nth N.S, Highrs and
H.L.I, of C, = with supporting troops, for the assault, -The H.IL.I.
of C, were to attack on the right witﬁ under cormand one squadron
141 R.A.C. (Flails), two troops of Crocodiles, one¢ troop of A,Vs.R.E.
and in supnort "B" éqn 6 Cdn Armd Regt, less {wo troops. Their
objJectives were Floringzelle fort and tho lighthouse strongpoint;
they were also to clear the area north to Chatelet. On the left the
Nth N.S, Highrs with under command an equal force of special assault
equipnent, and in support two troops of "B" Sqn 6 Cdn Armd Regt were
to attack with the object of clearing Haringzelles and the contrcl
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station at Cran aux Oeufs., Each battalion had also under command
one section of Engineers, (W,D,, 9 Cdn Inf Bde, Septenber 1944:
Operation Order No . 2, 27 Sep 44). Units moved into position
on 24 Sep. '

125, . .The plan for artillery and heavy bombing support was
very comprehensive, The artillery supvort consisted of one field
regiment (14 Cdn Fd Regt), four mediun regiments (unspecified) and
two batteries of heavy 7.2 inch Howitzers. The fire plean was in
the nature of concentrations on the strongpoints in the arez and
was to commence ten ninutes before the asssulting troops advanced,
continuing until ten nimutes after the zero hour, The field
reginent was then to be on call for opportunity targets, while the
nedium and heavy guns were to continue for another hour, depending
ocn the prozress of the advance., Provision was nade for an
expenditure. on the prograrime of a total of 1,000 or more rounds.
(W.D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt, R.C.A, September 1944; Appx 2: Operaticn
and Movenent Orders)., An air observation post:-was available to
direct nmedium fire on observed targets., In anticipation of the
fortheconing attack, the B.R,A, First Cdn Army made arrangenments
for the engagerient of the guns on Cap Gris Nez by the heavy
batteries on the Dover coast. One battery at St Margarets'! Bay, Ko<
on 19 Sep engaged the gun positions at Floringzelle, flring a
total of 68 rounds which danaged three of these seriously. The
fourth suffered only slizhtly. A British officer in an air
0.P, directed this fire, and when his plane was fired upon by
anti-aircraft guns, turned his attention to these and had the

" satisfaction of silencing six of them. Eventually their worn
condition forced the Dover guns to cease fire, but there is
no doubt that by thus drawing the fire of the Cap Gris Nez
batteries, they materially reduced our own casualties. (The
Histor of the Brigadier.:Roval Artillerv,Branch of Headguarters,

126, It was planned that the heavy bombers should engage
the area at any time between 1200 hours 28 Sep and 0200 hours

29 Sep. The bombing actually began 2t 1800 hours and continued
until 1925 hours with a five-ninute intervel every ten ninutes.
This prograrme went a long way towards unnerving the garrison,
which had been recelving previous attention along with Calaisy
in fact on 26 Sep about QEOB tons of H.E, had been dropped on the
area, (Information supplied by Historical Section, R,.C.A.F;
W.D., Nth N.S, Highrs, 26 Sep 44). Arrangenents were made with
Arny to have Typhoons available to subdue reluctant strongpoints
with thelr rockets. (W.D., G.S., Air, Main First Cdn Army,
Septenber 1944)

127, The Gris Nez area was on the whole much less

marshy than that about Boulogne or Calais, The ground rose
steadily from sea to a high ridge 100 metres above sesa-level,
dividing the Cap into a watershed south and east of the defences.
The attack down the seaward slope led over two streams, one on
each battalion front, The defences at the lighthouse were on a
promontory some 50 feet above sea=level, Because of the few
days of rather dry weather the land was relatively hard, so that
cratering and minefields proved rmuch more troublesome than soft
ground, Patrols had also established that the necessary bridges
were intact, and that at least one was capable of carrying tanks.
In any case, the streambeds were not major tank obstacles for
they were only fifteen feet wide, and although soft, were free
of water, (W.D., H.L.I. of C,, éeptember 1944, Appx 4: Patrol

Reports and W,D., Nth N.S. Highrs, September 1944, Appx 6: Patrols).
The attacking area provided 1ittle natural cover, as ‘it was not
wooded, but both assaulting forces were able te fornm up behind

the start line -~ the road Andresselles - Onglevert - Tardinghen =
in positions well conceeled by trees. The H.L.I. of C. assembled
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at Moscau Ferm and the Nth N,S, Highrs on a wooded reverse slope
on the road between Andresselles and Onglevert. (Ibid)

128, The morning of 29 Sep davmed fine and clear, as the
spell of good weather continued. With the artillery fire plan in
full operation the assasulting troops moved off at 0645 hours.
Indeed, prisoners claimed later thst they had no idea that an
attack was coriing and believed the artillery effort to be another
bombing. The heavy bombing had béen done by 6 Group, R.C.A.F,
Three hundred and one aireraft took part, of which 168 reached the
target, while 103, due to unsatisfactory weather, went astray.

They dropped a2 total of 837 tons of H.E. and over: 18 tons of
incendiaries, (Information supplied by Historical Section, R.C.A.F.).
The bombing, hcwever, cratered the roads so badly that the tanks
bogzed down and had to taks to the fields. This wes particularly
the case on the Nth N.S5., Highrs front. "D" Coy Nth N.S, Highrs had
to meke a slight detour as A.Vs,R,E, with fascines advanced. first
to bridge the anti-tank Aitch, The company.moved northwards to the
roszd running west from Onglevert, where it was held up for a short
tine by machine=gun fire from a pill box on the north flank, This
obstacle was quickly flamed out by.a Crocodile and the company
took the northernrost gun, ‘' ‘Meanwhile, on its right, "B" Coy moved
north-west more directly over = bridge towards its objective. It
also nmet littles opposition, but the acconmpanying Flails and Crocodiles
bogged dowvn one by one or iost tracks by “ines. One A.V,.R.E, got
close enough to the casemate of the one remaining gun to use-its
petards against the slits, and, induced by a2 few hand-grenades
hurled throush the apertures, the occupoants capitulated., "“C" Coy of
the Nth N.,S, Highrs now moved through "D" Coy, hHaving followed -
the same route to tzke the control tower at Cran aux Oeufs with
little trouble, elthough two ninefields had to be breached. Ons

by one the Flails were .gradually irmobilized until only a single
one got elose enourh to place the company on 1ts objective., The
whole engagenent was completed by 1030 hours and the battalion was
able to march with pipe band accompanirent into its concentration
area in Ambleteuse in time for lunch., (AEF/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D,
Docket II: Account of the Attack on Cap Gris Nez given by Lt=Col

D.F, FozpesE Officer Commanding Nth N,5, Hishrs, 27 Oct 44, to
Historical Officer

129, Meanwhile the H.L.I. of C,, attacking at Floringzelle,
noved into the assault area with even less trouble, "A" Coy went
westward from Tardinghen across country, Mines and obstacles seened
the most troublesome of the enemy's efforts. The Company soon -reached
its objective and was able to clear northward to Le Chatelet. "B" Coy
advanced on Framzelle, following the inter-battalion boundary west to
Audinghen, then north to the objJective, which was speedily rnopped up.
All the gun positions readily surrendered. Phase I of the operation
was completed by 1000 hours. The Gernans retreated to the strong-
point about the lighthouSe, a strategy which forced a Cenadian

nause to plan 1its destruction. The attack was resumed at 1500 hours
and by nightfall the battalion was able to report the area clear.
(W.D., E.L.I. of C, September 1944: Appx 3, Ops Loz 29 Sep 44). No
elaboration of the plan of this attack is to be found in available
sources, The armour of 6 Cdn Armd Regt was able to reach the cape

in spite of the difficult ground and nunmerous bomb craters., (W.D,,

6 Cén Armd Regt, 29 Sep 44 _ ;

130. :The whole action on Gris Nez lasted but a few hours,
and our casualties were very light, = three officers and 39 men,

of whom five were killed. We took as prisoners 26 officers and over
1500 other ranks, all of whom declared thet they did not know what
was heppening,® (First Canadian Army, Int Surmery No, 92, 30 Sep 44)

2 W.D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 29 Sep 44, gives the figures as 65
officers and 1600 other ranks,
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133, So. ended at last the four-year target practice of
these batteries apgainst the Kent coast. The harbour of Boulogne,
so important at this stage, could now be safely used, ond
shipping could proceed with safety up the straits of Dover

to Antwerp as soon as First Cdn Arny could clear the approaches
to that port.

THE FALL OF CALAIS, 1 OCT 44

132, Heanwhile, on the Czlais perineter, great confusion
arose out of the truce. The evacuation of the civilians was
carried out in both Canadian and German transport. The German
drivers, once out of the dooned city, had no desire to go back,
and insisted on being taken prisoner. Pernission to oblige thoenm
was requested by C.H. of 0. (M.G.), who evidently feared that
such action night be a breach of the terns of the armistlce.
There were no such scruples at divisional headquarters, and
permission was given. (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div,

September 1944: Appx 41, Ops Log 29 Sep, Ser 59). Among these
deserters was the personal driver of Lt-Col Schroeder, whose
frontic request for the return of his chauffeur went unheeded.
(W.D., C.,H., of 0, (11.G.), 29 Sep 44). During the night 29/30 Sep,
while the truce was still in effect, 1 C. Scot R. trisd to get
food to their comrades-.isolated .nenr the Canal. The attenpt
resulted in a flurry of firing, but the food reached the isolated
troops, (W.D,, 1 C. Scot R, 29, 30 Sep 44). On the morning of
30 Sep, Col Hurley and other civil affairs officers net a German
najor and two cantains at tho old rendezvous at Pont sans Pareil,
These worthies reported that the garrison wished to surrender at
1400 hours, They were acdvised that this was not possible as
operations would begin as scon as the crmistice expired. (W.D.,
Civil Affeirs, H.Q. 2 Cdn Corps, 30 Sep 44). General Spry's
reaction, when this offer of surrender was cormunicated to hin,
was that the operation would go on as planned. His instructio:s
were "that the Hun, if they wished to quit, could march out with
thelr hands up, without arms, and flying white flags in the normel
mamner." (W.D,, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 30 Sep 44: and W,D.,
C.Ht Of 0. (I:.Go), 30 Sep 4’4

133, This plain order was apparently misunderstood by

the Boche, for when at 1200 hours bombing bezan, an indignant

Germen officer reached the officer commanding C.H, of 0, (M.G.),
and accused the Canadians of committing a breach of faith, for

it seemed that Lt-Col Schroeder hazd in fact ordered his men

to lay down their arms. While Lt-Col Klaehn (C,0, of the C.H. of " }

was trying to straightcn out this tangle, and to get into Caleis .
to accept Schroeder's surrender, the artillery began firing their

timed programme., When this stopped, Lt-Col Klashn got permisesion
from divisional headquarters tc go into Calais, and accept the
surrender, His attempts were nearly fatal, for the observed

fire of Canadian guns was brouzht down in error on the vehicles

2s they headed for €Calais, (W.D,y C.H. of 0, (i.G.) 30 Sep 44),

Meanwhile, the battalions of 7 Cdn Inf Bde had begun to enter

the city from the west at 1600 hours, They found no opposition,

but a great rash of white flags breaking out, and hundreds of
Germans ready to surrender, %W.Ds., H.Q. 7 dan Inf Bde and

1 C, Scot R., R, Wpg Rif, 30 Sep 445 and W,D., G.S., H.Q.

2 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41, Ops Log 30 Sep, Ser 66,
8, 72 73). At 1900 hours the garrison commander drove out in

a car with a white flag and surrendered to C.H. of 0 (I1.G.).
(W.D,y C.H. of O, (1.G,) 30 Sep 44). The battls for Calals was

over; the rest of the operation was merely a question of clearing

roads, rebuilding bridges, and collecting the few harassed German

stragglers. (W.D., G.S5., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, September 1944: Appx 41,

Ops lLog 30 Sep 44, Sers 98 and 101).
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134. The ‘ond of operation "UNDERGO" mirked the close
of 3 Cdn Inf Div's fighting on the €hannel coast., On 1 Oct
General Spry sent his uwnit commandcrs o message of thanks.

I scnd you my-most sincere congratulations on
the very fine weay in which you and &ll those who
sorvo with you have conducted rccent operctions
rgeinst BOULOGHNE, CLI;IS, and CLP GRIS NEZ. By
your eofforts the encmy has been cleared from the
Chamel Ports, and aome measurce of safety and
poace of mind has becn rcoturned to the civil
population of FOLIESTOIE and DOVER.

L1l ronks may well tcke pride in the soldierly
way in which thesc operations have been carried
out. Some twenty thousund prisoners have beon
takon for which we heve sufferod comparatively
very fow casualties. &5 o result of our success,
those ports will now bo opened for heavy traffic
for the maintonancce of the lLllicd Lrmies in the
cdvance into Germeny. In years to come there will

not be one of us who will not be ﬁlqd to say of
thesc battles, "I was thorel,

(WeDey, HuaLsIe of C, Septomber 1944
Lppx ?, S Cdn Inf Div Memorandum
Nos £

135. Thot ovening congratulations rowached the division

from Genoral Crerar, who had been sndmitted to 11 Cdn Gen. Hospltal

at Taplow, England, on 27 Sep:

Following msg rccelved from First Cdn Lrmy quote
SIMONDS from CRERLR, Dosire thot you transmit to

lej Gen SPRY and all ranks undor his comd my congrat-

ulations on their fine fighting achicvement in capture

of CLP GRIS NEZ and CIL.IS and many thousand enemy
prisoners. No mattcr how tough the job may be the
Third Inf Div never fails to accomplish unquote. The
4/GOC in C wishes to zdd his own congratulations.

(LEr/2 Cdn Corps/C/I Docket II
fOl “i; and W.D., GoOlc.-in—C.,
First Cdn Zrmy, 27 Sep 44)

"bR, THE CONTAINING OF DUNKIRK, 15 SEP 44 - 6 FEB 45

136 Dunkiriiwas originally on the list of ports destined
for capture by First Cdn Lrmy, but with the inereasing need for
Antwerp the small port lost much of its importanco. Rather than
employ in its reduction forces badly needed elsewhere, 1t was
decided to contuin its gzarrison within a strong porimeter. Thus
the last part of northern France abandoned to tho Boche in 1940 -
when the British Expoditionary Force was evacuated across the

adjoining beaches = was fated to be the last part of the Republic
to be liberated.,

137. Is late as 13 Sep, the C,~in-C,, writing to General
Crerar, still gave Dunkirk equal priority with Boulogne and Calails

The things that are important now are:

(a) Capture of Boulognc and Dunkirk and Calais,

& The Lnglieized spelling "Dunkirk® is usecd throughout this report.

i
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(b) The sctting in motion of 'operetions designed
to cneble us to usc the port of Lintwerp.

(G+0+Ce=in-C./1=0, fol 79, Letter,
Field Marshal Nontgomery to Lt-Gen
Crorar, 13 Sop 44)

Dut later the same doy tho C.~in-C. scnt a mossage which showed a
change of view. :

Early usc of Antwerp so urgent thet I am prepared to
give up operations against Calais and Dunkirk,

(Ibid, fol 84)
The next day Generzl Montgomory decided:

Dunkirk will be left to be dealt with later; Zfor the
present 1t will be mercly masked.

(Ibid, fol 87, Dircctive H.525)

Accordingly, Generzl Crerar issued a directive to his corps
commanders:

No delibercte assault on Dunkirk will be attempted;
this port will however, be closoly containcd (4 S.S.
Bde i1s being transforred to 2 Cdn Corps for this
purposc) end tho garrison will be influencod to
surrender by frequent bombardment from the air and the
ground, and by propaganda leaflets.

(LEF/First Cdn ..rmy/C/E, Docket IIg
fol 56, Diroctive, ..rmy Comd to Corps
Comds. 15 Scp 44)

By the 27th the Ce=in-C's policy wus that:

The left wing of the Cancdian Lrmy will complete the
operations that are now in progress to enable us to
use the ports of Boulogne and Calais. Dunkirk will
be masked, and will be dealt with later,

(Ibid, fol 91, Dircctive }.527)

138. Like the policy with regerd to the historic port, the
forces besieging it also changed. We have seen (Report No. 183)
how 2 Cdn Inf Div first made contact with the defenders, and
gradually tightened the net around the gorrison. But 2 Cdn Inf
Div hed an appointment to kcop beyond fAntwerp, so that it was -
necesszry to relieve those of General Foulkes! men still besieging
the town = the 5 and 6 Cdn. Inf Bdes. 4 Cdn Inf Bde had been
recalled to move to tho ‘ntworp area on 16 Sep (W.De, H«Qs 4 Cdn
inf Bde, 15 Sep 44). On 15 Sop orders weore issucd for the relief
of 6 Cdn Inf Bde (W.Ds, H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bdoc, 15 Sop 44).

139, The garrison of Dunkirk was a mixed force of army, navy
and alr forcc troops cstimated at some 12,000 men, supported by
170 guns, The army clement included part of 226 Inf Div, detached
from 67 Inf Corps for .the defonco of tho town. (LEF:z 45/First

Cdn Arrry/L/F, Docket IT: Vol 2, Spocial Intcrrogetion Report,
Gonorel Otto Sponheimer) Although thore wore zt that time

strong indications that Gon~Lt Von Kluge, commander of this
division, was the fortrecss commondent, conflicting ovidence
suggested thet a semior naval officer, Vico-Admirael Frisius,
commanded the Dunkirk stronghold = in spitc of a report that
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a convoy of cars seen approaching the port on 6 Sep had brought
in an army generalX (i/,D,, GsSes, Hede 2 Cdn Inf Div, September
1944: Appx 27, Sitrep 180215; and ippx 28, Int Summary No. 49).
A different veralon was provided by a German liz jor who fell into
our hands. .He professed that he had heard that:

After a colonel (name unknown) had teken over command
of Dunkirk and hed taken the special octh necessary
for commanders of beleaguered garrisons, a certain
division (not known) arrived there, whose commander
23 the Senior Officer wished to taﬁe over the duties
of Garrison Commander. The Colonel was unwilling

to give way and the Divisional Commander eventually
left Dunkirk with part of his staff, leaving his
division behind.

(First Cdn Army Int Summary No.77,
14 Sep 44 See Appendix " ")

Although the commender'!s identity was obscure, there was no doubt
that a strong garrison held the port, foronl6 Sep further prisoners
fell into our hands, establishing the presence not only of elements
of 226 Inf Div, but a21lso of personnel from 49 Inf Div. (First Cdn
Army Int Summery No. 80, 17 Sep 44) -

4 S.S. BDE RELIEVES 2 CDK INF DIV, 16 SEP 44

140, In the evening of 1€ Sep 4 S,5. Bde arrived in the

area to take over the siege, and the following day 107 Heavy
Anti-Aircraft Brigade (but not including 2 Cdn H.4.A. Regt)

came under command of 2 Cdn Inf Div (W.Ds, GaS., H«Q. 2 Cdn Inf

Div, 16 Sep 44), With rumors flying of attempts to evacuate the
garrison by motor boat, General Foulkes declided, as a parting
gesture, to send an uvltimetum to the garrison commander - which

he addressed to "The Commander in Chief of the Dunkerque garrison,
Lt-Gen Von Kluge or his representative" - calling upon him to
surrender unconditionally or face the consequences ?Ibid, 17 Sep 44;

and Appx 37). When at 1100 hours, 18 Sep, no reply had been
recelved, the anti-zircraft brigade and ail other available s
and mortars pumped five rounds each into the enemy defences %:?D.,
GsSe, HeQs 2 Cdn Inf Div, 18 Sep 44; and Appx 30). The enemy
reacted violently with all his guns to this fire (W.D., H.Qe. 8 Cdn
Inf Bde, 18 Sep 44). Subaequﬁntly a written refusal from the
garrison commander, signed "Von Kluge" was received. This
signature pleased the officers of the Intelligence Staff, for it
seemed to confirm their deductions that Cen-Lt von Kluge was the
commander of the fortress. (W.Ds, G,5., HeQ, 2 Cdn Inf Div,

18 Sep 44). 4 2.S. Bde started relieving the Canadians oarly

on 18 Sep, enabling 5 Cdn Inf Bde to start for Antwerp at 0600
hours., By 2100 hours 6 Cdn Inf Bde had also been relieved.

(W.D., HsQs 6 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Sep 44; Appx 4, Intelligence log,

18 Sep, Ser 1; and W.Ds, HeQs 5 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Sep 44). The
relief was carried out quietly pursuant to General Crerar's
orders to General Simohdsg

Outward move 2 Cdn Inf Div and assumption of
containing role Dunkirk by 4 3,5, Bde should be
so conducted that enemy obtains no definite
f indications of leas offensive intentlions against
: that locality.

(AEF/First Cdn Army/C/E, Docket II:
ilessage Cll0, Simonds from Crerar,
15 Sep 44)

k& Later, incontrovcrtiblo'evidﬂnce established the fact that it
was Vice-Admiral Frisius who commanded the Dunkirk garrison
(See Appendix "OW)
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154 (H.) INF BDE TAKES OVER, 26 SEP 44

141, The four commondog of 4 5.5, .Bde were not to remain
for long in the role of besicgers. As long as they did, they
caerried out intensc patrols against the gnomy perimeter, and
made his life miscrable with mortars, and P.I.2.Te. fired aos
mortars (VeDe, G.S., HeQse 2 Cdn Corps, Septomber 1944; Appx 3,
Ops Log, 26 Sep 44, Ser 19), but the Special Service troopers
were nceded elsewhere for g task which better suited their
pecullar abilities -~ the proposed assault on the island of
Walcheren, at tho mouth of the Scheldt. On 23 Sep, Brigadier
Leicester, commonding 4 S.S. Bde, was "briefcd" by Gonoral Simonds
for this task, He was told that his brigade would be rolieved
on 26 Sep by 154 Bde of 51 (H.) Inf Div, in order to give them
time to practisc for the landing, By midnight, 26/27 Sep, tha
relief was well under way (Ibid, Ops Log, 27 Sep 44, Ser 3).

THE ROLE OF 2 CDN H.A.A. REGT

147, The withdrawal of 2 Cdn Inf Div did not end Canadian
participation in the siegc of Dunkirk, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt moved
up to the Dunkirk areca from Calais on 30 Sep, having completed
the tesk of supporting 3 Cdn Inf Div in Oporation "UNDERGO"
(WeDe, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, 50 Sep 44). It was intended that

that experienced ecssault division should return to capture
Dunkirk, after clecring the enamy out of the pocket north of

the Leopold Canal (W.D., G.S., H«sQ.-2 Cdn Corps, 27 Sep 44),
This intention adds point to the naming of that heroic
operation "SWITCHBACK". In the event, however, the French-zgrey
pateh of the division was never seen again on the channol coast;
the gunners of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt were the only Canadians to take
any prolonged part in the sloge. The war diary kept by 11 Cdn
Helole Bty of 2 Cdn H.'i.A. Regt describes the organization and
role of the besieging forces at this time# :

The sct up here is broadly this: one brigade of

the 51 (He) Inf Div is containing the Port of Dunkerque
with a thin line, 107 A.A. Bde is the artillery
formation in support. There is 2lso a field regiment,
en anti-tank troop, and a battery of sesrchlights.

The brigadier of 107 A.A, Bde is thc C.R.A: Our job

is harrassing day and night.

(W.D., 2 Cdn HoA.A . Rogb, October 1944
.é‘.ppx 24’ WoDa, j i B _Cdn‘Hn.f"‘...At Bt—y)

1435, A defence overprint map was available to the besicgers,
with most of theenemy positions plotted on it. Predicted firs was
carried out daily on targets selected by the brigade, and officers .
in the regimental observation posts directed observed fire on any
targets which presentcd themselwes (Ibid). Conditlons were
niserable, for the low country surrounding Dunkirk had been
inundated by the Germaris. On 2 Oct the battory diarist observed:
"If there should be a lot of rain, living conditions will be aimcst
unbearable - zaa there is no high $round and drainage is impossible’ .
The next day he rocorded sadly: YIt looks as if rain is going

to be our lot.ss Even in three deys: the troop positions are
becoming quegmires®, (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt, 3 Oct 44). The
bext day reads. "The men should have rubber boots as they cannot
stand up to-this long. They have to bail out the gun pits every
morning as the water 1s up to the platforms" (Ibid, 4 Oct 44).
Porhaps it was es well thot the gunnors did not kmow then thot
their bcloved "5,7s8" would be pointing their long bearrcls at the
stronghold until February 1945,

& See Map "P"
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144. As the wecks pessced the gun detackhments of 2 Cdn Hl.llW4.
Regt continued to improve their positions, bail -out their sodden
gun=-sites, end fire hundrcds of rounds into the defences. Many
technical problems in connoction with the use of thesc heavy
anti-cireralt guns in the ground rolc proved pugzling until
solutions were found®. 4s well as filling thc gunnors'
traditional rolec of making the cnomy koop his hoad down, this.
highly technical rcecgimont cmployed its rodar squipment in a
novel manner. Two radar A.,.e No. 3 Mk IT stations werc used

in tracking the courso of meteorological balloons releasod

to escertain the weathcr condl tions, The information so obtained
was incorporated im "mcteor telegrams", needcd for deducing tho

corrcctions to be applied to tho guns in prodicted shooting
(Ibid, 2 Oct 44).

145, On 3 Oct 44, the artillery wes ordercd to hold its

firec while nogotiations woero carried out with a view to arranging
the evacuation of the civilian inhabitants, Quiet prevailed

from 0700 to 1345 hours, Then a2t 1530 hours, firing was stopped
again, and a trucc went into effoct from 1800 hours, 3 Oct 44,

to 0600 hours 6 Oct 44 (W.D., 12 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, 3 Oct 44).

An official account doscribes the terms of the truce:

(a) 36 hours from 0600 hours 4 Oct fto 1800 hours
5 Oct for the movement of civilisns with an
extension of 12 hours both onds to pormit the
German commander to clear and rcpair the road
to be used for the cvacuntion, mnd to blow it
up and lay mines cgein when the civilian move
was completed.

(b) Cessation of 2ll hostilitics from 1800 hours,
S Oct to 0600 hours, 6 Oct, during which time
thore would be no change -in military dispositions
and no hostile acts. A gusrantee wous given thet
there would be no air rcconmnasissancc ond air or
navel activity within 'z specificd perimeter of
Dunkerque.,

(WeDe, Civil iffairs, H.Q. First Cdn
~rmy, October+1944:; Appx 9, Semi-
Monthly Roport No, 6, Part III,
Detailed Report No. 4)

46, Tho story of the evaucation is told in the same report:

The evacuation prococded cccording to plan. At 0600
hours on 4 October 1944,’ it was raining heavily, ocnd
movement was slow, until the afternoon, On the following
day, however, heavy movement occurred throughout the

day, and the time was extended for an additional four
hours, to 2200 hours, to compensate for an equivalent
interruption caused by the temporary breci:down of a
bridge. 17,500 poople were evacuastod, leaving an estimatod
500 in DUNKIRK. The lottor were =all stated to be working
for the Germans. Included among the evacuees were

150 strotcher casc8,some of the wounded Germen and
Canadian soldiers. The whole hospital staff, and all

the civilian ambulances were evacuated. A great many

&k TFor instance, the normal fuzes, 208 and 214, were not satisfactory
for ranging purposcs, as they could not be relied on to burst on
impact with the ground. What was required was a percussion fuze,
such as the 117, designed to burst on contact. For o time these

percussion fuzes were not availeble. (W.D., 2 Cdn H.lA.M. Regt
1 Oct 44)
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farmers came out with their wagons end livestock,
and most evacuees had e considerable amount of
- luggage.

4L total of 218 assorted lorries were finally
mobilized, of which a certain number were Civil
iffairs lorries kopt in reserve for use at
moments of congestlion. ALbout 8,000 rcfugees
were moved by traln in the direction of -LILLE,
the romainder being despersed locally. Therse
wore no untoward incidents. One old man died
from natural causc¢s, and two babies  were born
during the proceedings.

A rapid security check was made at the control
post, and this was supplemented by FFIL checks
on the trains and the lorries., g

L1l arrangements proved ample, even at moments

of greatest influx, when the only change necessary
was cn increase in the great number of lorrios
loaded simultaneously. ,

(Ibid)
1 CZSK INDEP ARMD BDE RELIEVES 154 (H.) INF BDE, 6-~9 OCT 44

147. On 6 Oct & new force came to relieve the "Jocks" of
154 (H.) Inf Bde. This was the Czechoslovakian Independent
LZrmoured Brigade Group®, commanded by Maj-Gen A. Liska, General
Liska's command comprised two armoured regiments, an armoured
reconnalssance squadron, a motor battalion, a field artillery
regiment, an anti-tank battery, and engineers, signals and

" necessary service troops. Among thesec men were many veterans
of the 1lst and 2nd Cgzechoslovakian Regiments who had served
wilith the French Army in 1940, and who had escaped to the United
Kingdom in that disastrous summer, With the arrival of the
.Czecha, First Canadian Army now included units and formations
of almost all the allied nations fighting in North-West Europe,
an edifying and broadening experience for all concerned and one
that worked with remerkable success (Mann Lecbtures, 18 May 45).

148. -On 7 Oct, H.Q. First Canadian Army issued an Operstion
Instruction which defined the task of 1 Czsk Indep Arnd Bde in
relation to- the enemy's garrison at Dunkirk following the relief
of 154 (H.) Inf Bde. The garrison was to be g¢losely contained and
influenced to surrender., This task was to be carried out by
active patrolling, artillery bombardment, and psychological
warfare and by preventing reinforcements or supplies from bsing sans
in by sea or air. It was explicity forbidden to mount any direct
assault on the fortress or to deliver an ultimatum to the garrison
(LEF/Czsk Armd Bde/C/D, Docket I). Pursuant to this instruction,
the relief of 154 (H.) Inf Bde by 1l Czsk Indep Armd Bde was
comploted by 9 Oct (Ibid)

149, Lt this time, as a result of a conference held at "E.Q,
R.&4e Dunkerque", on 6 Oct, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt was serving in two
capacitiese As well as acting as artillery against groumd targsts,

— — —

& An account of a visit to the Czechoslovaks at Dunkirk is
given in Ammy Bureau of Current Affairs, "War" No. 94,
12 May 45, Return via Dunklrk.




- 60 - &

the regiment, and 109 H.lil.li. Regt, R.A., were rcquired to take
enti-aircraft action., This firc was to counter the enemy's
attempts at reinforcing and supplying Dunkirk from the air,

by knocking his aircraft out of thc sky, if possible, and
making the accurate dropping of loads difficult and dangerous.
For this purpose each regiment detailecd one troop to function
in 1ts original rolo, & reception comnittee of Bofors guns was
made ready to provide a hot welcome for any enemy aircraft
which triod to make a low-level approach. Both light and heavy
guns were ordered to be prepared to engage any alrcraft which
might be picked out by the beams of searchlights, which were
keot in readiness (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, October 1944:

Appx 11: Memorandum, Meeting of C.0's, H.Q. R.A., Dunkirk,

6 Oct 44)., The mcthod of engagement ordered at this conierence
Was quite unorthodox:

There was once, during the stay at Dunkirk, the
suggestion that two troops...should also take on
L.eis duties, these troops deployed radar and commend
posta accordingly. The purpose was mainly. to help
the Bofors guns get on target, and it was suggested
that one gun of each H.leA. troop would fire A P.
shot every ten seconds and then the Bofors guns
could fire along the line of that tracer.

(A History of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt
Pp 40 and 46)

This plan was soon dropped, and & new one adopted. It proved
most successful: ;

The A.A. role was left to the Bofors gunners alone,
who first opened up on the Germans' Dunkirk mail
planes on 26 Oct, and shot down the only three that
come over in the one night. Thercafter enemy air
activity was virtuwally nil.

(Ibid)

150. During the evening of 9 Oct, when the Czechs had been

in action less than & day, an enemy patrol took the first offensive
action of the siege, A force, oestinated at from 40 to 60 men, broke
out of the perimeter in the neighbourhood of Loon-Plage (W.D.,

2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, October 1944:; .JAppx 22 and 23, diaries of 1 and 8
Cdn H.'.l). Batteries). They were said to have added insult to
injury by stealing & tank, while 1ts crew was away on an infantry
patrol, and burning two others (W.D,, 2 Cdh H.A.A. Regt, 9 Oct 44).
The answer to this sortie was a counter attack by 7 R. Tks and
members of the F.F.I., supported by the fire of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regte.
The miniature battle which resulted went on until almost noon on

10 Oct® (Ibid, 10 Oct 44). The regimental history tells the story:

Possibly suspecting that the containing force had.
changed and anxious to find out who was now holding
~them in, the Germans sallied forth in some force
towards Loon-Plage (on the west) and over ran OPs
and forward positions there; a counter attack on
the 1l0th was supported by the regiment with over
2,000 rounds and regained the lost ground.

(4 History of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, p.43)

— e —

X A graphic account of this attack was given in French on the
front page of "La Voix du Nord", dated Lille, 12 October 1944
(WeDe, 2 Cdn Hel.A « Regt, October 1944: Appx 12)
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151. During the night of 19/20 October, the besieged

apparently felt the "furor Teutonleus" again, and attacked one of
our defended localities three kdilometres east of Loon-Plage. The
attacking battle group. "Stossgruppe" consisted of approximately
300 men. The assault was launched by two companies, with the
apparent object of destroying the defence post, which had been
thoroughtly reconnoitred by special.enemy patrols on the three
preceding nights. A third company was held in reserve. The
attackers were armed with machine-carbines, rifles, hand grenades,
incendicry bombs, "Panzerfzusts"”, and mines. One horse-drawn
anti-tank gun, of the type nown to the Germans as "puppchen",
alsc supported the attack (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, October 1944:
Appx 23, W.D., B Cdn H.A.A. Bbty, October 1944: Appx V, 2 Cdn
H.A.A. Regt Sitrep). The alarm caused a great flurry of
activity on the Canadian gun sites. Calls for defensive fire
came in incessantly from the regiment's representativeswith

7 R. Tks at Loon-Plage, and before the night was over, more

than 2,000 rounds were fired.

Enemy in approximately company or quaerter [pic] strength
attacked squadron positions..s Posts were overrun

using machine guns, grenades, 88!'s, and mortars
covering. An S.P. 88 was used. We suffered numerous
casualties and prisoners were taken. Reserve and
reconneissance squadrons were out. All quiet now but

we must expect further activity,

(Ibid: Appx VI)
The officer who acted as "C.Ots rep" reported:

Total sum up, oné: officer missing, two O.Re killed.

8 O.Rs missing, 8 O.Rs wounded. This 18 quite
sizable, considering the post strength to be
approximately twenty. F.F.I. =~ 2 killed, 17 missing.

(Ibids Appx IV)

152, Treatment of this kind could not be tolerated, and
7 R. Tks planncd vengeance® and re-adjustment:
The intention of 7 R. Tk Regt 1s to attaclk with the
support by F.F.I. and artillery to limited objectives
on 24 Oct 44, for the purpose of destroying enemy
strong points and to gain local intelligence. Our
forces will not remain on objectives when seized
but will return on conclusion of operation to area ¥
presently held,

(Ibids Appx VIII, 107 A.A. Bde
0.0. No. 3)

H Hour for Operation "WADDLE", as it was called, was 1400 hours.
Forwerd observing officers from 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt were assigned
to go forward with the two assaulting squadrons (Ibid). The
operation was carried out successfully. One troop of 7 R. Tks
advanced to within 200 yards of Grande Synthe and shelled it
without drawing return fire. F.F.I. and a French Army detaoh-
ment entered Petlte Predembourg tnd found 1t empty. Varlous
buildings at a farm and in Grande Predembourg were set on fire
to render them useless to the enemy (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt,
24 Oct 44)." The raiding troops were back in our lincs before
1630 hours (Ibid),
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153. The success of this foray suggested a second attempt.
It seemed appropriate to General Liska that this attack should
be made on 28 Oct, Czechoslovakien Independence Day., The Czechs
were holding the eastern flank of the perimeter with 1 Czsk Mot
Bn on the right and 2 Czsk Armd Regt on the left. They intended
to attack towards limited objectives with the armour, the motor
battalion having previously drawn the enemy's attention with

a diverslonary attack. The diversion would take place at

0630 hours, 28 Oct 44, the main attaclk at 0900 hours. 125 L.A.A.
Regt would cause the enemy discomfort on the south by vigorous -
patrolling, supported by the fire of one battery of 2 Cdn H.A.A.
Regt. An Alr O0.P. was avallable to direct fire during the
operation, having on call the guns of 109 H.A.A. Regt and

two batteries of 2 Cdn H.sA.A . Regt (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt,
October 1944: Appx 24, W.D., 11 Cdn H.A.A. Bty, Appx "C",

107 A.A. Bde, Operation Order No. 4). The attack,launched

on a clear sunny morning, was eminently successful, The
diversions by 125 L.A.A. Regt and Czech lMotor Bn resulted in

one German officer and 27 other ranks being captured. The
Czechs lost two dead and fifteen wounded. The main operation

is recorded in a regimental situation report issued the
following morning:

Right flank - heavy opposition delayed in reaching
objective. Centre and left flanks went quite well -
all objectives reached. PW collected on this sector -
4 officers and 200 O.Rs. 2 Armd Regt casuclties so
far disabled by crew. One half-track and one scout
car received direct hits from shsell fire., One 0.P.
officer had bullet through trousers.

(W-D., 2 Cdn H.A.Al Regt, October 1944:
Appx 23, War Diary 8 Cdn H.A.A. Bty
Appx IX, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, Sitrep
290900A, No. 9)

An important result of the operation was the fact that the attack
drew the enemy's fire, causing him to expend his 1imited ammunition
(WeD., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, 28 Oct 44). @General Liska congratulated
the gunners on their fine work:

I wish to express my bes¥ thanks for the magnificent
support your regiments gave to our brigade this
morning.

The very accurate fire and the precise timing had
two main effoectss they depressed the Jerries and
encourse.ged our men, who, realizing the efficiency

of the artillery support, went forward and succeeded
in routing the onemy.

(WeD., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt, November 1944;
Appx 6, C.R.A, Dunkirk Force, letter
170/R, 7 Nov 44)

154. There were two more raids on enemy positions, the
first on 3 Nov, and the second on 5 Nov (W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A,
Regt, 3 end 5 Nov 44). The first was quite a small affair by

7 R. Tks against an enemy-held farm. Three Germans were killed,
and tho rest of the garrison fled, leaving all their equipment
and arms behind them (W.,D., 2 Cdn H,A.A. Regt, November 1944:
Appx 12, W.D., 8 Cdn H.A.A. Bty, November 1944; Appx VI, 2 Cdn
H.A.A., Regt, Spccial Int Summery 1 - 5 Nov 44). The operation
on 5 Nov 44 was' a more elaborate affalr - a reconnaissance in




force by 2 Czsk Armd Regt, with additional troops, including one
motor company and two platoons of tankmen temporarily turned
infantry. The task of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt was to ongage hostlle
batterios at the oall of a Royal Artillery officer flylng an
Auster Air Observation Post (Ibid: Appx 13, W.D., 11 Cdn H.A.A.
Bty, Appx "E", 107 A.A. Bde, Operation Order No.' 5). The attack
proved -2 costly one, for the report camé in to 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt
at 1635 hours: '

Own troops now:baclk but three or four tanks left
in sunken road. Efforts being made to recover
these now, Our casualties upwards of 60, enemy
casualties 160 prisoncrs and a.lot reported killed.
Enomy infantry 'are trying to get forward agein.,

(W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt, 5 Nov 44)

Due to the hoavy casualtles on ‘both sides, a truce was arrangod
from 1200 hours to 1900 houra the following dey, to allow burial
of tho dead and recovery of wounded (Ibid, 6 Nov 44).

THE WINTER SIEGE

1686, All these brushes wlth the defenders confirmed that
a stalemate hod been recched:

The enemy will certainly not break out in force,
whilst we can equally cortainly not capture the

" city with the present class of force or degree of

air and artillery support. - Both sidos can exploit
one anothers! ‘weaknesses ~ as 1s shown by the encmy!'s
night ralds in the western scctor and C.I.A.B.G's
surprisingly ‘successful Independence Day celebration
in the ecst. The balance is in favour of the
besiegers who arc better eguipped and supplied

both morally and physically.

(W.D., No. 22 Liaison H.Q. 31 Oct 44)

156. " Meanwhilc, the Canadian gunners were mastering the
difficulties of static siege warfare. The first trouble was mud.

Within a week of our arrival, two or three heavy
rainstorms gave a strong hint of the shape of things

to come, and before October was over, everyone realized
the truth of all the stories they had ever heard about
the French and Flemish mud of the last war. Gun pits
caved in and guns slipped back when fired; an
out=of=door command post was impossible; vehicles
bogged down any time they left the main road; and
wagon=-lines and gun positions were soon mires of
impassible mud.,

(A History of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Regt, p. 40)

But 2 Cdn H.A.A, Rogt believed in & high standard of living.

Our initial deployments at Dunkirk werc entirely
in the open; command posts were under canves,
and bivouacs in holes in the ground covercd by
Sarpaulins or groundsheets. Soon command posts
were in the nearest bullding: where possible men




157.

woro billcted, but thic could not be donc on the
gun sitcs. Ncor St Omer howcvor the Germoens hod
thoughtfully loft an airficld full of omall huts,
and scattorcd £11 over the coast line and country-
sidc werc deserted Gorman siltes and houscs, full

"of furniturc cnd furnishings. By-tho ond of our

stey at Dunlkdrk, cuch troop.position wos a village
in minicturc; thc men had hutc of thelr own,
vorying according to individual taste from o
onc-min bungolow to ¢ mossive structure complcte
with cttlic ond copable of housing morc than o
dozcny <ll with beds, mirrors, tables, chairs,
wash bosins, stoves, redios, znd oven curtalng -
to scy nothing of lorzc ond varicd assortmonts

of "pin-ups", Comm:nd posts werc contoincd in
similarly elaborcte huts, &nd thosc in barns

worc improved beyond rccognition, evon to tho
inclusion of folding bcds for the C.P.0.L. ON
duty. 4Lll-huts hud cloetric light, topped off
the mcins, with cuxilicry supply froem the 1098
gonerators in cusc the mains wont off (which

they clweys did in & high wind or just when o
shoot wcs cbout to stort). Boordwelks connceted
c2ll huts with Goch other cnd with anywherc clsc
on¢ might went to go - which woas very ncccasory,
for to weclk anywhorc but on the boords mcunt
trudging cnklc docp’in mud, .Jmmunitlion wos
dumpcd juct off the mnin rocd, ond conveyed

from there to gun pitc on miniature roilweys,
removed from old Germen airfields., A bull-

dozer filled in holes, cleared roads, pushed

up blastwells around gun pits and against huts.
One or two troops built roads of thelr own. Each
troop position and each wagon }JIno area had its
own home-built mess-hall and canteen, tastefully
decorated and furnished, capable of seating =
troop at o time, stocked with NAAFI and YMCA
supplies, and with fresh frult and Belglan beer,
"Tiberty" trucks went regularly to Ypres,
Poperinghe snd St Omer. Lille for a time was

out of bounds, but later becime the "officiel"
liberty centre, for on 1 Dec, brigade opecned &
large restoaurant and recrection buillding, where
men were served dinner, suppor, ond late snacks,
after which the late-comers were pourod on board
oand thoe vehicles returned to sites. MNr lcEonzioe
orgenized a YMCA theatro in Zeggerscappel, secting
cbout 250 at once, and showed twc pictures a wocke.
RHQ had constructed roegimental showors « somowhat
draughty and with a somowhat tomporamental wator
system, but noncthclecss cloansing whon working.

(A History of 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt,
PDe 45 = 44)
Tho oighth day of Novombor saw the inaugurcation of a

very plocscnt custom: g

Eight Canadian nurscs arrived as gucsts of the
Regiment fram 16 Cdn Gon Hospltal, located ct
Ste. Omor. The C.0. and tho throo Battery C.0s.
werc on hand to greet thome Aftor having coffoo
at RHQ Officors' Moss, the poarty was split,

two nurscs boing allotted to oach battery, two




remaining ot RHQ. Tho guosta stoyed at tho
‘battorics. for the rcemaindor of thc day, and
worc shown 21l the points of interost portain-
ing to @ H.A.A, Rogt. In the ovoning, the
_party cgain gathered at RHQ Officors' Moss,
accompanicd by two officcrs from oach battory.
Drinks wcrce sorved, aftorwards o buffot suppcere.

(W.Ds, 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt, 8 Nov 44)

This was such ¢ good idoc  that it was tried agein two days latcr,
tnd subscquent visits becamc cn ostablished part of the rogimoental
socicl 1lifc., (Ibid, 10 cnd 17 Nov 44)

158. Thc regimentts history rucfully rccords o drawboek to
the uncventfulnoas of this stotie 1lifoe:

Ls was to be oxpoctoed, with the dovelopmont of
the morc or loss stotic conditions, the old crmy
gome of "spit ond polish" once cgain rearcd its
ugly hoad.

(A HRistory of 2 Cdn H.L.A., Rcgt, Dp.44)

Tho change is roflocted in rcgimcntﬁl orders concorning drcss
rnd conduct: -

l. Drops. whon off sitos or outsidc tho immcdicte
" compounds or officcs, will consiot of battle-
drogs, web bolts, cnklets, borcts, and porsonal
WGLpoNns :
2. Howocvor, web belts and unklets nocd not be worn
on Mondecys., This dcy thoy will be clcuancd.

3s Evwvory offort will bc mado to maintain & smert. and
soldiorly cppoerince, {

(W.D., 2 Cdn H.A.A. Rogt, Octobor 1944:

Lppx 18, Port I Ordors, No. 82, 11 Oct 44)

The rcgimont was thus kept ot the scmo plteh of smurtncss ond-
cfficicney in Flenders mud o8 on ‘thc static sitos of Alr Defonce
of Groat Britoin (A History of 2 Cdn H.l.Ae Rogt, pp 10 cnd 44).

159. Whilo thc siocge of Dunkirk continucd, the moain body
of First Cdn .my had cdvanced for awey into Holland and Gormony.
Ls o rosult Army Hoadquaricrs wos now situntod inconveniently
distant from tho besicgers of tho isolctod poste Accordingly,

on 27 Nov, 21 Army Gp took 1 Czsk Indep Jrmd Bde dircctly under
its own command, cnd First Gdn LArmy was thus rolicved of all
rosponsibility for the contuining of Dunkirk (AEF: 45/Czsk Lrmd

160, The comparative luyxury of gun sites with huttod living
quorters, and tho dolights of liberty visits to Lillc began to
pall: >

In Junc 1941, thce Regiment despaired of ovor lcaving
Canado: by 1943 it begon to wonder if 1t would get
any farther than England; ond by Docomber 1944 1%
seomod impossible that thore would ever by any world
othor thun Dunkirk. Thoe main consolcetion was that
the rest of the Canadion Lrmy wao sponding a statie
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winter, though the lLrdonncs fighting aroused c
nc.turcl desire to sco morc action than Dunkirk
wos providing. £

(4 History of 2 Cdn H.A.L. Regt, p. 46)

Thorc was onc ocension, howovor, on which the gunners worc
thoroughly groteful thot they woro .t Dunkirk, and not ongaged
in mobilc war:

Lt Christmcs timo, howover, cvoryono was thonkful
for thoir comfortaoble huts ond cuntoons, cnd the
&y was well and truly eclcbratod with dinnors

of chicken tnd turkcy ond ico- crcﬁm, followod

(cnd in somc cascs nrccoa;d} by a ccrtain cmount
of singing and shouting ind comcrcdric, not golely
duc to good spirits.

(Tbid, p. 46)

161. Joanuery, a month of high windc, hard frozen ground,
considorable snow and cloar frosty cir, was the lost full month

of 2 Cdn H./l.Le Regt's duty ot Dunl irk. On 31 Jan onc battery's
guns werce tolkoh out of ‘ction, cnd on 6 Feb the reomaining two
bettorics discngaged thoir 3,7's, and sot out for cn gnti-
circrcft practicc camp to polish up thelr long-unpractiscd
enti-circraft procedurc. Thus cnded Concdion porticipation in

the sicge of Dunkirk,(. Hictory of 2 Cdn H.L.LA. Regt, pp 46 and 47)

162. The Gzcchs, mecnwhile, had been rcihforccd by tho
cddition of cnother tank battalion, an artillery rcglnmont, o motor
trensport compony, ond o compony of cnginccrs, The mombors of
those new units woro reccruitcd In ¢ stronge woy - from tho
Germon army. They wore Czcchoslovok notlonals who had boen
foreibly onlistod into the Germaon crmy during the occupation

of Czcchoslovekic and who had been tékon priuoporu of wor by
the British cnd Conodicn units during the battles of Normondy.
With thesc ndditioncl wnitc the Czccho. continucd tho slcgo.
(LEF/1 Czsk ‘rmd Bdc/C/I, Docket 1: Historical Note on the
Operations of 1 Czachoslovak Indepandent ..rmoured Brigade Group
in Northwest LBurope Sep 44 - May 45)

165. The besiegers were well aware of .conditions within the
beleaguered fortress, for an exchange of ‘prisoners took place during
Lpril, and the returning Lllied soldiers and sirmen painted a .
clear picture of life "within Admiral Frisius' sphere of influence'”
(First Cdn Lrmy Int Summary No. 298, Part II, 24 Apr 45). Food

was poor, and the allowance for prisoneérs was miserable, unless

they were willing to do such work as collecting vegetables and

sugar beet. For the wounded and sick, life was pitiful:

Medical care was bad, and in the hospitals there

is a deficiency of medical stores, causing the

death of several illied as well as of z considerable .
number of German soldiers. The atmosphere in
hospital is disagrccocable beccuse of the deficioncies
in drugs and bandages.

(Ibid)

Discipline was incredibly harsh, and the doath sentonce was
frequently carried oute Tho garrison of 12,000 mon could only
produce 8,000 able to fight, for 3,000 worc medically unfit,
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and 1000 = mostly Poles and Austricns - werc considercd unrclicble
cnd were not ontrusted with crms. (Ibid)

164, At 2050 hours on the cvening of 4 Moy 44, o long cweited
message woe transmitted by 21 Lrmy Group:

L1l offonsive opcrotions will cccse from roceipt of
this signcal, Orders will be given to 2ll troops to
ceasc fire ct 0800 hours tomorrow, Scaturday, 5 Moy.
Full terms of locel Germen surrcndor arronged to-day
for 21 .rmy Group front follow., Emphcsize these
provisions apply solely to 21 Lrmy Group front cre,
for the moment, exclusivec of Dunkirk.

(WeDe, GoS., Ops, H.@. First Cdn Army

Moy 1945: Appx 14, Ops Log, 4 lay 45,

Ser 93)
The war on the channel cocst was thus not yet quito over. It wos
not until two days later, on 7 Mcy 44, that Maj-Gen Liska accopted
the surrender of the garrison, and aent his forces in to occupy the
town (AEF: 45/1 Czsk “rmd Bde/C/I, Docket 1l: Historiecal Note). The
chamnel coast was free, ond tho Czechs could now rcturn to their
homeland, which had just bocen frood by Unitod States and Russian
forces after six yecrs in Nazi bondage.

The Germons regorded their fincl occupcation of Dunkirk,
ofter Pleld-Mershal Alexcnder loeft the beach, as o
symbol of the final defect of Britain. The rest was
merely to be an occupction, when conveniont. It is
pleasantly symbolic thot the Lrmy that watched the
scction of the German frmy at Dunkirk disintegrate
should be the firfmmy of the first pcople in Europc to
suffer from the German suicidel lust for power,

(MPor" No. 94, "Return Vie Dunkirk"
p. 10)

165, By the end of Septoember, Filrst Conadlan Lrymy hed cleared
the channel coast from the Seine to the Leopold Canal, loaving only
Dunkirk in the enemy's honds, Hitler's West Wall in France and
Belgium was no more. The thrce grect fortified herbours, Le Havre,
Boulogne e&nd Calais had fallen by storm, in spite of their great
guns, their gorrisons,; and the Fuhror'!s orders. In trying to hold
these ports, the Germans had lost 30,000 troops, in acddition to

the 12,000 bottled up in Dunkirk. While these successful operations
were procceding, plans were being loid for the next phase, when
First Canadicn “rmy would clocr the banks of the West Scheldt and
glve zccess to the port of intwerp. .t & conference at Goneral
Crerar!s Headquertcrs on 23 Sep, tho basic plun was approved by
which 2 Cdn Corps, after concluding its task at Calais, would
concentrate on the task of opening the Scheldt to sllled shipping
(ABFg 45/Pirst Cdn Army/C/E, Docket I, fol 3: Ge0.C.-in-C!'s Report
to the Minister of Notional Defonce upon Oporctions £ SOD = Sop,
dctced 8 Nov 44), The grim battlcs to clear tac estuwry form Ghe
subjoct of a subscquent report in the presont seriecs,

166, This report was prepared by Ceptain J.,W. Monahan, R.C.l.,
Historical Section, C.l.H.Q.

Wﬂ(_mt 4.--'{#/'\/ C‘

ol
/4 (C.P. Stcecey) Colonel
Yt Dircctor Historical Section




APPENDIX "AM

ARMY COMMLANDER'S DIRECTIVE TO CORPS COMIT.NDERS, 15 SEP 44

TOP SECRET
GOC-In-C I-0-4
Mein HQ First Cdn frmmy
15 Sop 44
Comd 1 Brit Corps Copy No. 2
Comd 2 Cdn Corps
L The iirbornc operation, plonned to take pluce in

conjunction with a thrust by Sccond Brit Army - as montioned
in my dircective of @ Sep = will be launched on 17 Sep, or as soon
after thot date as weathor permits.

2 The maintenance of the forward momentum of the Allied
irmies, owing to stretchcd communications and inadequate port
fecilitles, continues to present the vitcl problem. While the
capture of the deoop-woter port of LE HLVRE by 1 Brit Corps
promises shortly to eacsc the genoral problcm, the noeds of US
Armies are so acute that the bulk of the future tonnage landed
at this port will not be available to Second Brit or First Cdn
Lmies, In consequence, the early use of the large, and
virtuclly undamagod, port of ANTWERP, for the maintenance of
21 Lrmy Group, becomecs o matter of paramount importanco.

3 In view of this situation, the following requirements
will be carried out by First Cdn Lmy.

& 2 Cdn Corps will capture BOULOGNE on 16 Sep, or as soon
thoreafter as the necessary alr support can be afforded. If the
resulting situction shows prospects of quick exploitztion, 2 Cdn
Corps will then teke immediate stcps also to capture CALLIS and
to clear the CLP GRIS NEZ arco. of the onemy.

5] If, on the othor hand, tho encmy garrison of CLLAIS shows
dofinite indications of putting up a stubborn resistance, of o
typo which will requirec to be overcome by a deliberately prepared
ssault, then 2 Cdn Corps (3 Cdn Inf Div) will contain this port,
only, until relievod by 1 Brit Corps, tho lattcr thon assuming
rceponsibility for such deliborate oporction (sce para 9).

6 No deliberate assault on DUNKIRK will bo attempted. This
port will however, bo closoly contained (4 SE Bde is being trans-
ferred to 2 Cdn Corps for this purpose) and the garrison will be
influenced to surrender, by frequont bombardment, from the air
and the ground, and by propagenda leaflets,

7 2 Cdn Corps will, forthwith, assume responsibility for
developing operations to enable full usec to be made of the port
of ANTWERP., Ls & first step, 2 Cdn Inf Div will take over the
city of ANTWERP from 53 Inf Div of 12 Corps, relief to be
completed by 18 Sepe Dotailed arrangoments, including temporary
inter-Corps and inter-irmy boundaries and temporary rotention
by 2 Cdn Corps of one Armd Regt of 12 Corps, will be made by
Corps Comds and notified to this HQ. The eventual forward
boundary between Sccond Brit and First Cdn Armics will be, all
inel First Cdn /irmy HERENTHALS « TURNHOUT - TILBURG =-
HERTOGENBOSCH ~ UTRECHT, but the extension of Cdn Army respons-
ibilities to the ELST of ANTWERP, and to this boundary, will be
gradual and timed to suit the developing situation. Moves of
other formations 2 Cdn Corps from their present localities to
other arcas will be referred initially tc this HQ before action
is taken, owing to the important effect on the Army maintenance
problem of any particular, or considerable, formation movement
at this time,
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8 For the operations to sccure the WEST SCHELDE, and the
use of the port of ANTWERP, 2 Cdn Corps will have at its
disposal maximum air support, including Bonber Command, and
the Paretroops of 17 US Airborne Div. Details to be arrcnged
through this HQ.

9 As indicatod in pere 5, should the seizurc of CALAIS -
necessary for the full usc of the port of BOULOGNE - roquirc
& deliberate assault, this task will be undertcken by 1 Brit
Corps, which formation will also become responsible for
containing DUNKIRK, with 4 SS Bde rcturning to command. This
situation should be clarificd very shortly ofter the capture
of BOULOGNE by 2 Cdn Corps.

10  On the othor hand, should CLLAIS quickly capitulate,
following the attack on BOULOGNE, then 1 Brit Corps will be
directcd to take over the right front of tho Cdn srmy, linking
up with 12 Corps and securing the right flank of 2 Cdn Corps
ageinst cnemy interforonce while the latter is engaged in the
task sct out in para 7.

11  Owing to supply difficulties, 51 (H) Div of 1 Brit Corps
will be temporarily "grounded" in the LE HAVRE area, its MT
belng used under direction of HQ First Cdn Lrmy, as the
developments in the noar future may indicatoe.

12 1 Brit Corps (less 51 (H)} Div), in accordance with orders
and arrangements which will be separately notified, will take
immediate steps to commence its forward movement, It is most
important that no time be lost in the assumption by 1 Brit
Corps of one of the cltcrnetive rcsponsibilitics, shortly to

be decided.

15 ACKNOWLEDGE by signals mcssage.

(HiDJGs Crerar) Li-Gen
~ GOC~inC
Flrst Cdn forny

Copy to:
Cof S
[.8QMG
Col GS
File
War Diary




. ' APPENDIX "B"

ORDER OF BATTLE AND ALLOTMENT OF TROOPS
OPERATION "WELLHIT" |

H.Q. & Cdn Inf Div
with under commend
2 Cdn iArmd Bde less one Regiment
7 Cdn lied Regt
#ch Flight, 660 Air 0.P. Sqn, R.A.F.
and with in support under command for movement

Elonontc of 31 Tk Bde

1l Lothians (Flails)
6 4slt Regt R.E., less two squadrons (4.Vs.R.E,)
141 R.2.C. less one squadron_ (Crocodiles)

1l Cdn ‘rmd Personnel Carrier Sqn (Kangaroos)
H.Q. R.C.A, 3 Cdn Inf Div

12 Cdn Fd Regt

15 Cdn Fd Regt

14 Cdn Regt

with in support under commend for movement

Fd Regt, R.4. (51 (H) In; Div)
Fd Regt, R.A. ( " ™ %49
Bl Rogt, Rob, (1B I

HeQe 2 €dn A.G.R.A.

8 Cdn led Regt

4 Cdn Iled Regt

15 Med Regt, R.A.

1 Hy Regt, R.A.

"¢" Flight, 661 iir 0.P. Sgn, R.A.F.

HeQe 9 AJGeR. Lo

9 Med Regt, R.A.
10 HMed Regt, R.A.
11 led Regt RI--.
107 lied Regt, R.l.
51 Hy Regt, Reli.
53 Hy Regt, R.L. (from 3 A.G.R.A.)
2 Cdn H.k.A. Regt
60 Lu.l."alt.n Regt, R.Ja-l

7 Cdn Recce Regt

with under command

56 Cdn A.Tk Bty (S.P.)

CeHe of Oe (1eGe) (}ess three platoons of "D" Coy).

with in support

3 Cdn :.TL Revt less three batteries

H.Q. 4 Cdn L. A. A, Rabt plus one 40 mm troop
3 Cdn Fd Pk Coy

Detachment R.C.E. (dwmy mortar platoon)




H.Q.

H.Q.

HeQo

7 Cdn Inf Bde

Re Wpg Rif
Regina Rif

with under eommand

one platoon "D" Coy C.He of 0. (M.G.)
4 Cdn A.Tk Bty

one platoon 6 Cdn Fd Coy

one company l4 Cdn Fd Amb

with in support
6 Cdn Armd Regt
8 Cdn Inf Bde

Q.0.R. of Ca.
R. de Chaud
N. Shore R.

with under command

one platoon "D" Coy C.H. of 0. (M.G.)
52 Cdn A.Tk Bty

one platoon 16 Cdn Fd Coy

one coy 22 Cdn Fd Amb

and with in support under command for movement

one squadron 10 Cdn Zrmd Reygt
one squadron 6 Aslt Regt R.E. (...Vs.R.E.) less one troop

9 Cdn Inf Bde . ' it i

HeLisIs of Co
S,De & G. Highrs
Nth N.S5. Highrs

wilith under command

one platoon "D Coy C.H. of 0. (MuGo)" *'°*
94 Cdn A.Tk Bty

18 Cdn Fd Coy less one platoon °

one coy 25 Cdn Fd imb

and with in support under command for movement

oné =quadron 10 Cdn Armd Regt
one squadron 6 islt Regt R.E. (A.Vs.R.E.) less one half
troop
Three armmoured assault teams of 31 Tk Bde, operating
in three columns .
Column "AY
(commander - O0C 1 Lothians)
one troop 1 Lothians (flails)
two troops 141 R.A.C. (Crocodiles)
half troop 6 Aslt Regt, R.E. (A.VS,R.E.)
Colwmn "p"
(commander - OC 6 Aslt Regt R.E.)
one troop 1 Lothians (flaills)
two troops 141 R.L.C. (Crocodiles)
half troop 6 Aslt Regt, R.E. (A.Vs.R.E.)
Column "c"
(commander = OC 141 R.A.C.)
oneé troop 1 Lothians (flails)
two troops 141 R.4.C. (Crocodiles)
half troop 6 Aslt Regt R.E. (L.Vs.R.E.)




(9 Cdn Inf Bde was allotted 36 Kangaroos from 1 Cdn lrmd
Personnel Carrier Sqn, &nd 20 armoured half tracks to carry
the assaulting bettalions.)

(eDe, HeQs B8 Cdn Inf Bde, September
1944: ppx 4, 5 Cdn Inf Div 0.0. No. 5:
Lppx ".", Order of Battle; and 31 Tk Bde

Op. Instruction NO. B.)




LPPENDIX "g" '
ORDER OF BATTLE /.ND ALLOTMENT OF TROOPS

OPERLTION "UNDERGO"

H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div
with under command

2 Cdn “rmd Bde less one regiment

7 Cdn Med Regt

"C" Flight, 660 lir 0,P. Sqn, R.L.F,
56 Can L.Tk Bty (S,.P.)

and with in support under command for movement
Elements of 31 Tk Bde:

1l Lothians (flails)

"ch Sgn 22 Dragoons (flails)

6 s8lt Regt, R.E. (;;cVS.R.E-)

141 R...Cs less one squadron (Crocodiles)

1 Cdn Armd Personnel Cerrier Sqn (Kangaroos)
I'IQQO RCC-.{;. 3 Cdn Il‘lf DiV

12 Cdn Fd Regt
15 Cdn Fd Regt
14 Cdn Fd Regt

with in support
H.Qs Relis, 51 (H,) Inf Div

126 Fd Regt, Relis
127 Fd Regt, R.l.,
128 Fd Regt, R.i.e

HOQI 2 Cdn .:"L.G,.R._"'.

3 Cdn Med Regt

4 Cdn Med Regt

15 Med Regt, R...

1l Hy Regt, R.i.

"c" P1t, 661 Lir O.P. 3qn, R.A.F.

HaQ,o 9 .lm oG’-R-i’-U

9 Med Regt, R...
10 Med Regt, R..L.
11l Med Regt, R..A.
107 Med Regt, R.i.
51 Hy Regt, R.A.

53 Hy Regt, R.A. (from 3 A.G.R.A.)
2 Cdn H...L. Regt
60 H.l.A Regt, R.l.

H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde
Re Wpg Rif
Regina Rif
l C, Scot R,
with wnder caonmand one platoon, "D" Coy C.H. of 0. (M.G.)

4 Cdn A.Tk Bty
6 Cdn Fd Coy, less one platoon (and three armoured
bulldozers)

one compeny l4 Cdn Fd ‘mb




and with in support

€ Cdn Armd Regt

two squadrons 1 Lothians (flails)

oneé squadron 141 R.A.C. (Crocodiles)

one squadron 6 islt Regt, R.E. (A.Vs.R.E.)

1 Cdn ‘rmd Personnel Carrier Sqn (Kangaroos)

H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde

QOO.R' of C.
R.'de Chaud
. Shore R.

with under command
one P1 "D" Coy C.He of 0. (H:iGs)
52 Cdn A.Tk Bty
16 Cdn Fd Coy, less onc platoon
one compeny 22 Cdn Fd Amb

and with in support
one squadron 1C Cdn Armd Regt
one aquadron plus one troop 1l Loth;ans
one squ :ron 141 R.A.C.
one troop 6 Aslt Regt R.E.
one platoon, 16 Cdn Fd Coy

H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde

H.L.1. of G,
5.D. & Gs Highrs.
Nth NaSo High.rs»

with under command

one platoon "D" Coy C.H. of 0. (M.G.)
94 Cdn A.Tk Bty 3

one platoon 18 Cdn Ed Coy .

one company 23 Cdn ¥d Amb

(additional allotment of supporting arms was made for
the attack on Cap Gris Nez)

7 Cdn Recce Regt
with under command
56 Cdn A.Tk Bty (S.P.)
C.H. of O. (M.G.) less threc platoons of "D" Coy
with under command
105 Cdn A.Tk Bty (S.P.)
Divisional reserve

2 Cdn Armd Regt, less two regiments -and .ong sqﬁadﬁan

(W,D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944
Appx 5: 3 Cdn Inf Div 00 No. 7, ‘Appx "A™




the German irmy, March 1945;

|

APPENDIX "DV

WHO COMMANDED THE GERMAN GARRISON OF DUNKIRK?

During the carly stages of the siege, Canadian Intelli-
gence had great difficulty in ostablishing the identity of the
Gorman commander.  t first it was thought that Gen-Lt von Kluge,
commander of 226 Inf Div was in charge. The presence of elements
of this division among the garrison, and the signature on the
reply roceived by 2 Cdn Inf Div to a demend for surrender, lent
weight to this theory. (2 Cdn Corps Int Summery, No. 54, 16 Sep 44;
and W,D,, H.Qes 2 Cdn Inf Div, 17 Sep 44). But a civilian report
received later indicated that Von Kluge had escaped by sea. Two
days later, on 24 Sep 44, 2 Cdn Corps Int Summary rcad:

From a reliable source in Dunkirk came the con-
firmction of oarlier vague reports thaot the general
in command of the garrison, (presumcbly Lieut-Gen

Von Kluge) hod escaped from the fortress by boat.

The general was said to have left & vice-admiral in
commend of the port, and a colonel in command of the
garrison's fighting troopse The vice-admiral may be
a naval officer named Schnelder, previously reported
in Dunkirk. Ceolonel Wittstatt, former commander

at Rouen who is said to be despised by other garrison
officers for surrendoring thet port without a fight
mey bo the Colonel referred to. Information that the
garrison has boen receiving mail by fast surface boat
supports tho news of Von Kluge's escepe.

(2 Cdn Corps Int Summary, No. &8,
24 Sep 44) P

During the negotiations for the evacuation of the civilian
population, and the subsequent truce (3 Oct = 6 Oct 44), the
fortress commander despetched two notes to 154 Inf Bde, but the
signeture -« by accident or design -« wcs so illegible as to give

no clue to his identity. (%.D., H.Qe 154 Inf Bde, Octobor 1944:
Appx C end F; notes received from German Commender). Vhen 1 Czsk
Indep Armd Bde tool over the siege, howevor, an operation order
issued on 10 Oct 44 included an intelligence summary which stated
that the garrison commander was Admirel Frisius., (4EF/1 Czsk Armd
Bde/C/D: extracts from W.D.,, 22 Lisison H.3%. October 1944: Appx “cM,
Operztion Order No. 1, 10 Oct 44: Lppendix: Int Surmniy).

It thus appears thot between the truce (3 Oct to 6 Oct 44) and

10 Oct 44, sufficient evidence accumulated to justify the belief
that Frisius was the commander of the garrison, It is possible
that this information came from some of the civilians who were
evacuated; later, plentiful documontary evidence was obtained,

in the form of orders signed by Frisius (First Cdn Army Int
Sumnaries, Nos. 159, 164).

It is worth noting that Gen-Lt Wolfgang Von Kluge was
53 years of age in 1945, and the late Field Marshal Gunther
Von Kluge was 63 at the time of his death in 1944, (German order
of Battle, The War Office, January 1944; and Order of Battle Of
Military Intelligonce Division, War
Depertment, Washington, D.C.) #hotever the relationship between
Vog Kluge of Dunklrk and the Field larshal, they were not father
and sone :
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and with in support

6 Cdn Armd Regt

two squadrons 1 Lothians (flails)

one squadron 141 R.A.C. (Crocodiles)

one squadron 6 islt Regt, R.E. (A.VsS.R.E,)

1 Cdn _rmd Personnel Corrier Sqn (Kangaroos)

H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde

Q:0.R. of C.
R.'de Chaud
N. Shore R.

with under command
one Pl "D" Coy C.Hs of 0, (H:.G.)
52 Cdn A.Tk Bty
16 Cdn Fd Coy, less onc platoon
one compeny 22 Cdn Fd Amb

and with in support
one squadron 10 Cdn Armd Regt
one squadron plus ono troop 1 Lothians
one squ 'ron 141 R.A.C,
one troop 6 Aslt Regt R.E.
one platoon, 16 Cdn Fd Coy

H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde

HQL.IG Of Cl
&.D. & Ges Highrs.
Nth N.S, Highrs.

with under command
one platoon "D" Coy C.H. of 0. (M.G.)
94 Cdn A.Tk Bty
one platoon 18 Cdn Fd Coy .
one company 23 Cdn Fd Amb

(additional allotment of supporting arms was made for
the attack on Cap Gris Nez)

v Cdn Recce Regt
with under cammand
56 Cdn A.Tk Bty (S.P.)
C.H. of 0. (M.G.) less threec platoons of "D" Coy
with under command ;
105 Cdn A.Tk Bty (S.P.)
Divisional reserve .
2 Cdn Armd Regt, less two regiments and.one squadron

(WoDe, HeQ. 8 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944
Appx 5: 3 Cdn Inf Div 00 No. 7, ‘Appx "A"




APPENDIX "E"
THE CHANNEL PORTS 1IN OPERATION

Little time was lost in preparing to utilize the
captured ports to easse the supply problem for 21 Army Gp.
At Dieppe, the work of repairing the damage wrought by the
retreating Germans began lmmodiately. Tho harbour was swept
of mines, and by. 6 Sep the port was roady to receive 1its
first cargoes. (W.D., A/Q Branch, Adm H.Q. First Cdn Army,
September 1944: Appx 8, D.A. & Q.M.G's file on Operations
of Dioppc). On the afternoon of tho 7th, ton ships arrived
with some 5,000 tons of petrol, armunitions and supplios.
The railway to imiens had already boen restored to running
order, and on 9 Sep tho first traln, carrying 400 tons of
petrol and oil, left Dieppe, consignced to Seeond Brit Lrmy
at Brusails. fW.D., L/Q Branch, Ldm H.Q. First Cdn Lrmy,

9 Sep 44

Onco the facilities of Dioppo wore at the disposal
of 21 irmy Group, tho placing of tho other chamnel ports in
operctlon followod slowly =~ delayed gonorally bocause of
shortege of engincoring equiprient and lobour to offecect the
nocossary ropairs.

Boulogne was capturcd on 22 Sop, and on 10 Oct tho
first "Pluto" pipe linc was laid thore from Dungeness (Sir
Donzld Banks, Flame over Britain, pe 200). Not until 14 Oct
was tho harbour open to traific. Caleis, capturod on 30 Sep,
was not used as a port until 21 Nov. The Army Group clso
had port facllitics on the Belgian coast, for Ostond = captured
9 Sep - was in operation by 28 Sop. (Montgomery, Normendy to
the Baltic, map 28, The Deveclopment of the Administrativo

Plan)
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THE CAPTURE OF CAP GRIS
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SIEGE OF DUNKIRK

OCTOBER 1944 — FEBRUARY 1945
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