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1 A further rewvort is submitted. This report deals
with the visit of Their lHajesties the IIing and Queen to the
Second QCanudian Division in the vicinisty of ALDERSHEOT on

27 March 194i. This visit was previously arranged for 20
Febrnary but was then carncelled.

&e I heard of the progosed visit Tfrom the Publie Re-
lationa Officer, C.M.H.7., only on &6 March, special precaun-
tions having heen taken %o keep 1% seoret. I arranged to
drive %o ALDIRIIOD to watch the inspection, end to take Lieutw.
AUDRAIN, %he P.RY0.'e photographer, in the car provided for
mne. We left London about 0815 hra on &7 MHarch and agpent most
of the day Zollowing the royal parivy through the programme
which hud been arraunged. I veturned to C.M.H.Q. at 1810 hrs.

HATURE AlI'D COURSE OF THZE ROYAL VISBIT

O This inspsciticon was not a formal review of the tra-
ditional twpa, but a vhoroughly informal vieit to units which
(at least in theorr) were seen sondusting routine training
activities. A few unive and formations were inspecied while
drawn up in a mammer approximating to that of the old-strle
review, but this was evideniiy mesnt nerely %o provide varia-
tion. Moat units seen by the Eing and Queen were engaged in
demonstrating various training activities.

4. A further note of informality was efforded by the
mannier in which, in many cases, parts of units which had already
been visited were ailowed Lo "break off" temporarily and follow
the royul party while it inspected the remasinder. This pro-
gedure, while ceriainly not "traditional", lent a peculiarly
intimate and "riendly™ note Yo the occasion, and I got the im-
pression that it was decidedly appreciated by the men in The
ranks.

Pl

5. I attached nyself for the occasion tov ths Press
1

gronp whoade gars feilowed immediately behind those of the EKing
and Queen; and during inspections on foot I Tollowed the royal
party closely, Zrequently in conpany with one of the A.D.C.'s.
The photographers (especially Mr. Audrain, who is nothing if
not enterprising) were very active, ard the pretopraphic files
of the Public Relaticns 0fficer, C.M.H.Q., will contain a good
mariy items on this visis.
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6. The King's car arrived at WELLESLEY HOUSE, ALDERSHOT,
about 1030 hrs, und His Majesty was received by llajor-General
ODLUM, commanding £ Cdn Div. The inspecting purty left et
onice %o begin the prozramme of visits.

T The morning prograrme somprehended a considersable
number of unitvs disposed in training areas ir the general
rozion of she LOMNG VALLEY. The first unit visited was the 2nd
Cdn Divisional 3ignals. Here the Ling wus presented with a
me3sage of greeting from the mnit transnitted hy facsimile
machnine, and wrote a reply which was shown to hin after heing
gimilarly vransmitted. The royal party than moved on to vigit
the divisional units o the Hoyal Canadian Army Service Corps.
Here a bugle-band was plaving and a large number of demonstra-
tions, ineluding repair work on mechanical transport, were in
progresd. The next unit on the programme was the R.C.A.M.C.,
which had arranged very complete demonstrations on varions as-
pects of medical work in the field - first aid, decontaminstion,
eto., An opersivive party was shown, ready to prodeed with an
emergenasy operation. The ledical Corps have a brass band (not
on establigchment) which playved during the visit and rendered
"Will Ye llo Cone Back Again%" as the King departed. A con-
Siderable number of unoffigial bands have been organized in
the 3econd Division, and their musis lent added checerfulness
te this occasion.

8. The King next visited the divisional Enginecer units,
and saw demonsirations of preparations for road-cratering by
"pipe-pushing™ und 0?2 the unse of collapsible boats and rafts
and various gpecial tools. The inapecting party crossed a
bridge which the Zngineers had consitructed.

9. lext on the programme was the 4th Cdn Infantry Bri-
gade (Brigadier T0OPP). On approaching this formutionis area,
His Majesaty left hia cur and (uacconpanied by General Odlum and
the Brigadier) entered & Bren gun carrier whish vook the party
over gome rough gronnd and up & hill., ™ig was the King's
first ride in 4 Bren gun sarrier. The driver was Lieut. W.D.
WHITAKER of THE ROYAL HAMILTON LIGHT INFANTRY (WHITWORTH RHEGI-
MENT). Other carriers bdrought othar nembers of the inspecting
parsy (inciuding nrgel?).

10. AL Tthe top of the hill the Kiug nade the ascquain-
tance of "Royal", the 3t. Bernard mascot of THE ROYAL REGIIENT
0¥ CAT'ADA, and thcn passed through the ranks of this unit,
which lined the road along which the royal s riy passed. The
succeeding wnit was the R.H.L.1l., which presented a variety of
denonsirations ~ notably a "cover exercise" in which s hundred
or 30 men who had been ingeniously concealed on a hillside
suddenly revealed themselived at the blast of & vhiatle. 3Bavonet-
fighting and tomny-gun work were also secen. (The Thompson .45
sub-machine gun, of which large numbers are in the hands of
the Canadian troops in this country, is invariably known as
the tommy-gun.) The third infantry unit of the brigade, THE
$33EX SCOPIsH, demonutrated other activities, including thc
discharge of *i’le-*ruﬂaueu. boxing, and & carefnlly-stage-
managed presentation of a raid designed to saptnre a prisoner
fwho was dnlv brought in).

il. On reachinz the area of THE TOROYTC SCOPTI3H REGIMENT
(M.G.), the Xing's party was joined by that of H,M. the Queen.
Their laiesties inspected this mnit (of which the Queen is
Colonel-in-Chie?) at some length. I heard the Commanding 0Fffi-
ser (Lt.-Col. J.H. CHRISZIZE, H.C., EB.D.) deseribing how the
regiment shot down a Germuan plane which they olaim as the first
offi1cially aredited to Ganudian ground forces in Oreat Britain.,




18. 1 have 8ince consulted the unit's War Diary on this
& episcde, and ?ind that it took place on Z6 Mov 40, while the
-~ regiment was doing 8 tour of duty on the coast, at PORTSILADE,
Sussex. The plene, & Dornier 17, was Zired on by five Vickers
guns and one Bren, and was later reported by the R.A.P. =88
down &% BSeda.

15. "he last visit before luncheon was to the Divisional
Artillery. Here we saw varions demonstrations with Z-pdr anti-
tank, 18-pdr and 7H-mm. guns. One Wroop was seen Tormed up
ready to move off; others denonstrated pun-drill; snd there
were several demonstrations of the manner in whish aitohed
lorries can be extricated by the power of "quad" tractors
exerted throungh wire nopes. In one case heavy lorries werse
pulled np a quite steep slope in this nunner.

14. It isa a rather notable Tact that whereas the Divi-
gion formerly had a go0d nany guns with iron tires (sec ny
Reports Nos. 1£ ané 1%) these have now all been vnennatised.
This sonversion was very rapidly carried out sbont a fTortnighv
before this inspection. The Znd Divisional Aritillery has thus
been rendered mmeh more mohile; but the situation is still
unsatisfactory in that i1s weapons are 81ill the short-range
guns of the 1ast war. It will he gathered that the supply

off LO-pounders is as vev fur from adequave Lo present naeeds;
this situation, 1% is hoped, will soon he ecased somevhat by
the beginning of deliiveries from Canada.

16, ™e roral parity iunched with General 0dlum &t Velles-
ley House. General llol'aughton was notl present, beins kept at
home hy a anld; bnt Mrs. MeManghton drove dovm for the oscasion.

THE AFTERNOON INSPRECTIONS

316. I snuatched a hasty lunch at the 0fficers8! Mess of
& Cdn Div 3ignals, and retmrned to Wellesley Honse to join
the royal procession, whisch was scheduled to leave there at
1400 hrs but was at least half an hour late.

37, The afternoon demonutrations took place in the
vicinity of MINLEY MAVOR, north of Aldershot. I followed im-
mediately behind the royal cars o the area where the irst
one had heen ar rrangaed, fo*lodin: a ghort vigit %o H.Q. & Cdn
Div in Aldershot, where Their haﬁniu*ea inspented the staff
and sub-gtaff of the Headquarters.

18, The first inspection in the Minley Manor srea was
that of the divisional resonnaissance unit (8th Reconnaissanse
.Bn (1l4th Hussars)). This battalion noved rapidivr past Their
Malesties, who stood by the roadside %o wateh. IU is equipped
with motoreyele sonmbinations mounting a Bren gun and carrying
three men (or ogecasionally, in the presaent instunca, two),

and with carriers, nost of which monnt an anti-tank rifle (.55).
It has as vet{ none of the armoureé scout-curs which are niti-
mately to form pardt .of ive equipment.

19, This bastalion, the vresent-dayr equivalent of the N
older divisional savalry regiment, along with its "opposite
number” unit in 1 Cdn Div (4th Reconnaisssnce Bn (P.L.D.7.))
was organi zed mainly from the brigade reconnaissansze squadrons
formerly existing, Iui thess mnits have taken the names of

twe Qavalry Rezimenta of the Reserve Arny which have been
authorized to cuarry out partial mobilization. These two old
reginents, however, have, as I understand 1t, besn allowed to
supply so far only a proportion of subalterns and privste
goldiers; they will, however, Zind an outlet for more personnel
in the aArmonred Corps Holdinzx Unit which is to be organized in
the United Kingdomn.




«0. The numbers of these two Reconnajssance Battalions
have reference to their status in the Canadian Armoured Corps.
1 note that a cable Canmiliitry vo Defensor 12 Mar 41 obaserves
that reconna¥ssance battalions in the British servige are not
part of the aArmoured Corps but belong Lo & newly organized
Reconnaissance Corps: "Reason...is that units were converted
from Infantry arm and wished to retain Infantry affilistions.”
The gontrast with the Canadian practice of establighing and
maintaining a Cavalry af?iliatvion is striking.. Both the com-
manding officers of the two Qanadian reconnaissanee battalions
now in this gocuntry ure Ternunen’d Porce cavalry offigers.

21, The 14th Enasars (the sbbreviation nsed in £ Cdn
Div documents concerning this *nu:notion is 14 H) appear in
the ggfenae Porces List of lov 1989- as- "14th Canadian Light
Horae".

88 The next inspection on the programme wa8 that of the
6th Cdn Infantry Brigade (Brigadier SARGEI'T). The battalions
of this brigade were drawn up in line on the edges of a son-
siderable open space, and the three units assunbled in this
way in close proximity Vo one another nmade a fine appearance
and presented an interesting contrast with the nixed and:
scattered demonstrations seen elsevhere. The royal party
walked down the 1lines, inspecting first THE QUEEN'S COWll CAMEROM
HEICGHLANDERS 0 CAV'ADA, then LES IMUSILIZERS MONT-ROVAYL, and
finally 'THI SOUDH SASEATCHEWAN REGIMENT, The Cumerons' pipers,
and the brasa band of the 8. 3A8SE. R.,,.plared during the in-
spcetion. When it was conpleted, all the troops of the bri-
gade, at a given signal, rnushed forward to the road on which
the royal parsy's cars stood and for a time slosely surrounded
the Xing and Queen. A% this moment the sustomary three cheers
were given. The royal party then entered their cars and pro-
ceeded to the area of the 65th Cdn Infantry Brigade.

£a. In the absence of Brigadier LHCINRC, this formation
was commanded by Lt.-Cel. BLACKADER of NIl BIACK WATCH (ROYAL
H1GHILAND RESIMENT) OF CANADA. Here again the King and Queen
gaw a series of migeellansons demonasteations, including <L-inch
mortar, Bren gun, carrier work, motorsyele malntenance, etc.
The BL“CL WATCE werc first ingpsoted; then LE RECIMENT LE
MAISOMNYUVE; and finally DHE un“JhR? HICGHLANDERS. A high spot
was the Commanding Offwuu* of the 1 u*aonn snve calling for
Irois honrras ponr Lenr Majlestes le Roi et 1la Reine, which
Were MOST 1loudLly and cheerfuLly Ziven. Jnring the inspection
the pipers of the twe 1 m1gnd nmits plu" d, and we heard

"The Roud to ths Isles™ ¥or tne third %ime that day. Vith

the visit to the Calgary Fighlanders the end of the programme
wae reached, and Their Malestiecs salid mood-bye to General
Ocdlum and depzrted.

z0. The weather had been threatening earlier in the day,
and during luncheon a few drops of rain fell; but in genersl
it was fine, and zeverzl timesz the sun shone brightly.

2le This was & thoroughly sucoess?nl occcasion. The pro-
gromme had been arranged wi,? mreat care, und went off without
a visible hitch. (I uanderstard that sinilar promrarmes hadé
been presented by the Jiv:aton for digtinguished vicitors on
earlier ocoagions, und thiz o? cource contributed to the
smoothnesa of the present one.)

ke 1 feel certain that this royal visit wae good for
the morale of the Diviasion. It seened quite clear to me that
the men of she Division enjoyed it (and §t may not be improper
to add that ""heir Majsstiea gave every appearance of enjloying
1% algo). '""he Queen on this ogosasion 3howed the same power
of aprezding happiness and cheerulness that was 8o much in

evidence during the royal teur in Canada before the war. It




was amusing to walk behind her dowm the lines of troope and

note how sometines, us she passed, & man would breslk into sn
involuntury unmilitary smile - which the Queen invariably re-
turned. The whole occasion - the attractive porsonalities of

the King and Queen, the cheery enthusiasm of the nmen, the va-

riety of training and eqmuipment shown, the sunshine and the

music of the pipes and the brass - left a most happy impression.
found myself wondering whether royal reviews in the last war

had had a sinmilar e2fect upon the troops. ™he tonie effect

of this one seened nnquestionablie.

(C.T. Stucey) Maior,
istorical Offiger,C.M.H.Q.

(Copled in Historical Section, Jul 43,)






