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1, A further roeport is presented, Thls is intended to pro-
vide the Officiel Historian with o sort of alde-memoire on the
present state of the war us scen from this country, wdditionszl to
my previous report Nos 17, dated lo Nar 41, Particular .tteantiun
is paid to recent enemy air wttacas upon this country, inciuding
the hesvy LURDON rald of the night of 10-1l1 May,

e Since Report No. 17 was written the anticipated Geru.n ttack
on Greece has muterialized (beginning on 6 April) wnd in spite of
the «id extended to Gruece by ritsin both the Greek mainlend, -nd
the vhole of Jugoslaviu, were speedily overrun, The forces of the
pro=Axis government in Irag, set up as the result of u recent coup
dletat, have attacked the Dritish tr ops in that country. Gormany,
with & view to ussisting this woveuent, has offected ¢ loast =
partial oceupation of Syria vith the peridssion of the inercasingly
pro=0ervan French government ot VICHY; and moreé rocently - heavy
air-borne attack hus been launched against the British ina Groek

-

forces in Crete, .here fierce Tighting 1s bellieved tu be in roe-
gress «t the woment of «riting, General (AVELL's wrmy has lost
most of the ground galned by its brilliant victorles i, wgyot .nd
Cyrenaica, though & portion of it has successfully caefunded IT0ORUK
and Germsn and Itulian forees ure operating in the viclulty of the
western frontier of Egypts The Nuditerrunean srea is still the
madn theatre of wetive war; ond 40 this wrea there are no Cunuadian

truops except the inglneer detuchuent suployed o:n the dulences of

GIBRALTAR (see my Raport No. 17, parae 1l8),



INEEY /1 CTIVITY OVER BNITAIN
Se During the past fe« rceks the cnemy Les continued the
policy of heavy aerial «tt.cks on ports snd lidustrial citles,
combined with intensiflied subkarine (nd (ir sctivity .gainst
British shipping 1o the Atlantic, As suggested in my hceport
Noe 17 (para. &) there has been « lsrge incruase ilu civilisn

casualties sine. February, the announced totals boing as follows

(The Iimes, 19 Nay 4l1):

S lE.
RILLED INJURED DPBCL-AS S e 01
Authority: DHD 3-3
March 4,259 5,567 by CXZ=____ for DHist NOHQ

Dee: _NO

April 6,065 6,946
During a period of heavy night ruiding late in April nd corly
in May, the polnts most h‘v:(-.‘vily struck appear to have been PLYe-
¥OUTH, HULL, PGQT;::UEEifSiEf SIDE and an._?wIDﬁ. The most un-
pleasant feuture of these roalds «us the fiuct that they were not
unly heavy but persfstent, the sume towun being struck on several
successive nights, PLYNOUTH suffered poartlicularly hoavilys The
Iimes of 1 May 4l suys of the attack of the ulght of 0-50 ‘pril,
"The severity of the raid lay in the fact that 1t «as the sccond
time in suecession und the Iifth alght in nine that the city had
been the cnemy's malin olLjective,"
de GQEOhhut more recently, HLAOEYSIDE amd to & somuwhat less
degree CLYL UIDE have suffered similirly, The following quotat-
ion from Miltel lo, =37 (lar Uffice cecret Cipher lelugram, 10
Apr 41) may be said to speak for 1tselfs

!g{ge*a;de. 7th succussive raid the .orst,

ciilully DOOTLL - position grave, Homeloss
20,000, 11 of 1- rest centres out of zction
resources ¢xhousted, /’lans to cvacuate 1:,000
tunight, Large unofficisl excdus,

It must be wddud that the noxt day's t.olegram (lMiltel Ho, 238)

suys of NIEHOIYUIDE, "Oitustion grautly ¢ sed by oegsnised ¢vacu-

ation, MNorule excellent," The d.moge, however, has been very

great, Mr, JOIN BIRD cof the Scutham newsp pers, «ho hus lutely




raeturned from the north, told me on the evening of 'l May that
he was inclined to thiunk the dumage 1a the LIVEAPOOL sres the
worst he had scen, The port fucilitlies especially, he sald,

had been very heavily hit; and I note that Miltel No, 39, in

4 guneral review of the week unding 8 lay, romarks, "several
shdps sunk in oir ralds Livor,ool Belfast..."

5. o far as LONDUK is concurned, it may be sald that the
enemy's rucent policy has been to attack the capltal seldom but
very heavily, The two he.vy raids of the nights of 16-17 and
19-20 April (sve my Report No, 24) were followed more rocently
by ~nother Saturday night sttack, that of the night of 10-11
May.,

Ge I do not propose to denl with this heavy raid at gre.t
lengthy but some wecount of it should be given, The moon was
full .nd the night very clear, The wlert sounded at Z.01 hrs
(scon after dark under the present rogime of two hicurs of
"Gummer Time"), OGunfire wus very heavy in spite of the fact
that our righters were very octive, OScversl times during the
night I heard machine-fun fire overheuad, and on variocus ou;nsious
saw the trails of tracer bullets. Once I saw tracer (lying in
both directions, indicating an ¢xchange botieen planesj; this .as
followed by the uppesranes of what way have been a small [irc in
one of the machines,

7e This raid was somowhat mor: spnsmodie than that of the
night of 16-17 April, and i£ shoved & tundency to "tuper off"
towards the end, though there  ere still rierce wnd fre uent
bursts o! bombling a«nd gunfire, The nature of the sounds Licard
strungly suggested that the cnemy .us «ive-bombing; and I be-
liave'thut I heard mor: bumbs come cown than on the night of
16-17 2pril, I spent some time in the streets cnd had ocension
to admire the calmness and couposure of the civil dulence .orkers,
I finclly «eant to bed ubout (445 hrse G.H.0s HOME FORCES Intelli-
gence Summary No. £85 (to 1200 hrs 11 May 41) stutes that "The




country was olear of cuemy aircraft at 0645,"
B This raid caused very heavy demuge in LONDON, The descrip-
tion given in Miltel No, 236 (11 Xay 41) may be  uoted:
Over 60 London boroughs «ffected in & hour
rold, Uidespre.d damage, ¢specislly to
Centroly Couth Lastern and Kostern districts,
Buildings hit include ‘estuiuster Hulless,
Chambers of Houses of Parlicment und British
Kuseum, Direct hits Puddington &t,raucras
stationse. Dock and rousi  ential propurty
suffered axtensivelyeee
Milvel No, 239 adds, "About :/,086 fires rc¢ported"; and Miltel No,
240 gives further detailss "Casualties now known to total 1,000
killed, Buililngs domaged included Buckingham Prlice Tar Ufflce.
Pe. fires st1l1ll burning nightfall 12/15th May, lorale very high,"
In view of the fact thet by 19 April the lknown fatal cosuslties
in the LOURDON raid of the night of 16-17 April totelled only 653,
(see Miltel No, 216) it is clear that this mor: recent raid was
exceptionslly lethal; it would wot be surprising 1f the cuacunlty
list was the highest of zny rodd of the war so far,
De It is satlisfuactory to record, however, that the enemy puid
& much heavier price than in previous attackse Gellel e HOWE FURCES
Intelli _cnece vuniary live 286 estiuates the Germun scele of oifort
on the night of 10-1l1 May ut &50 long-range bombers, adding, "It
1s estimuted that 520 different aireraflt uperated and that 0 of
them carried cut tvo sorties.," The enemy cususlties ure given as
&4 machines destroyed, 5 probably destroyed and 1l dumaged., This
may be compared with the 6 muchines shot down on the night of
16-17 4pril, Again (coupare my Report No, 17, para, 14) it scewms
clesr that the bright moonlight huad much to do uith this recult;
but it scoms clear -iso that this new record signifies a decided
improveuent ia the officicney ol our delences .galnst the night
bomber .
CARADIAN ARMY CACUALTIES
10, As on previous occasions, this roid of the night of 10-11
?n“ﬂ ~#pphl coused o number of casusltles to the Canadian srmy, The




Casualty Secticn of the necords Office, ACION, informs me that
4 other ranks were killed .nd 4 wounded, There were uo coi'ficer
casuulties,
THE RoCENT LULL

11, ¥ore recantly there has been a declded lull in cnemy uir
wetivity, Hot only has LUKDON been left nlone since this hoavy
attuck, but the country (& & whole hus had o brezthing-spell,
On the night of 14-15 May, :nd again on the night of “l-7Z May,

there were no enemy zircraft over Britain

N

May 41); aond ~ctivity curing the interval was on & restricted
sciles This 1s . ttributed by the press partly to bud .eather

over the Continent, partly to the need for reorginization follow-
ing the pericd of heavy roiding cuumincting iu the grest LONDON
attack, and pertly to the jossibllity that o portion of the anemy
¢ir strength in northern Surope way have been tewporarily diverted
to the Mediterranean, where the Germans rt the moment are .mploy-

ing viry lurge u.ir forces,

BRITISH C UNTLL=-QFF.NOIVE
12, As noted iu my Huport No. £4, the off . nsive power ol the
Royal Alr Force, reprcrented by bombing ralds on Ceruzny .«nd Ger-
nan-occupled torritory, has lately been on the inerease; s=nd one
or two ficts in this connuvetion may not-be out of pluce, I note
(Miltel No, 286) that on the night of 7-8 Mey, 127 tons of bLombs
sare dropped 1. the course of an sttuck on the bittle-crulsers
scherphorst «nd Cnefsenau st DH.ST, on the night of 10-11 lay
the L.A.J, dropped 107 tons of high explosive .nd 10,778 incendi-
arfes on H\NDURG, (Miltel No, 229), On the night of 5-6 Muy, the
ReAoFy attacked MANNHEIN with 120 aireraft.(Miltel lice £34); und
on the night of B-8 Kay, with an ungpecifled nucier of nmuchines,
it delivered "muinly cgzinst shipyards and industrisl centres
HAMBURG and BiIMEKR"™ its largest uttack of the war (Miltel lo. 237).

4




These figures appeur to ladicate that .hile the British raids
have scurcely as yet attuined the scale of those directed by
Gernany : gninst this country, they are now very formidable, In
view of the grezt distunce vhich Pritish vombers must tr verse

in order to reach DLiLIN, we must assume that the raids made
upon the Germsn capital hive been considorably less in intonsity
than those upon western Germany Just mentioned, It (ppesrs,
indeed, that no attempt has been made to deliver « reslly heavy
blow against BEHLIN sinee that of the night of 17-16 April (see my
Report Noe £4); the city has, ho.cver, been a .uconuary vbjective
on mora than one ocecasion,

15, The only other fleld vhere British forces cun be sald to be
actively on the offensive at the woment of writing (spart from
the operations in progress against HKACHID ALI in Iraeg) is Rast
Africa, where the liguidation of the Italian dufunders is now
alumost completed,

THE QUESTION OF IRNVASION
14, Almost the whole of the Canadizn Army Overseas remains
concuntrated in Britain, with the Canadian Corps still occupylng
the position of readiness south of the THARES shich hus been

" noted in wariier roportss In these circumstances the possibility

of &4 German attempt at invasion of the British Isles is vne of
vary speclsl luterest, At the woment, uowever, little new light
cen be shed upon this posslibility, HRecent intelligeunce summuries
do not fwdicate that it is considered that such an wnterprise is
likely in the immedi.te future., . nemy preparations centinue, but
appear to lookx to un eventual rather than an imsediate «ttack;
the concentraztion of «ir strength and zrumoured forces likely to
be the prelude te an invasion attempt has not been vbserved,

War Office Yeekly Intelligence Gummary No. 90 (to 1800 hrs 7 May
4l) remarked "June to Leptember is the period now spoken of as

likelyeee" und there cppear to huve been no important devu.opmonts




in this matter since that time, CShould the Gurmans succeed in
the uir-borne operations nov in progress in Crete, the likeli-
hood of an wttempt upon thils country muy be incrouased,

15. Such an attempt still uppears to be the Canwmdian Corpst
best chance of sction this summer; though 4t is clways possible
that in the event of a Gersun cuterprise in the Iberlan Peninsula
(eersainly a not iaprobable development) Canadisu troops wight

be euployed in this theatre,
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