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Canadian Base Depot
Activities of PRersonnel of this Depot

during MERGEYSIDE Air Raids, b ANCE'\'LED

Canadian Military Headguarters,
2 Cockspur Street, 5.%, 1,
London, ENGLAND,

The Directory ‘1>
Historical Sectlon,

General Staff,
National Defence Headquarters,
Ottawa, CANADA,

l, A further report is prescnted, This deals with the CAN-
ADIAN BASE DEPOT, and in particular with the work of men attached
to the Depot during the heavy air-raids on MURSEYSIDE during the
early part of May, 1941,

Boe The 0,C, Canadion Base Depot, Lt.-Col. LOUIS KEENE, E.D,
(LORNE SCOTS), has recently visited C,M,H.Q, and has given me
copies of & number of documents relating to these raids, I

think 1t proper to forwerd these to ensure their availability for
the Official Historian, and I tike the opportunity of preparing
at the same time a brief summary of the development of the Depot,
based on information suppliec to me by Lt.-Col, Keene, or extracted

from rocords on file at C.H.H.Qo

THE CANADIAN BASE DEPOT
3e The following facts are supplied from C,M,H.Q, file
6/BASE D/1 ("Organisation and Administration Canadian Base Depot"),
4. A statement drawn up at H.,0, No, 1 Canadian Base Depot

(Lorne Scots) 21 Nov 40, and signed by Major H.¥W., LENT for the
Comm:nding Officer (folio 39 A) explains that this unit was orig-
inally mobilized as No. 1]Inrantty Base Depot from The Lorne Scots




. - by hevomsy ! 10 ! 8
(Peel, Dufferin and Halton Regiment), 11,Psa%;, on 'm%gm&q

; .anthorim ptrength was Unit HeQ. and two companies, "On proceeding
Overseas one Company was left in Canada, and the Unit H,Q, and one
Company ecams to Englend consigting of 5 Officers end 49 Other Ranks,"
5,  N,D.H.,Qs eable A,Cs 775, 10 Jun 40 (C.MH,Q, file 5/BASE D,/1)
authorized the emalgamation of Fo, 1 Canadian Infantry Bese Depot and
o, 1 Canndian General Base Depot into a single new unit which was
designated No, 1 Canadian Bage Depot, It was intended that this unit
should proeced to Franee (where it was then antieipated that the Can=
adian forces would shortly be operating) and establish itself on the
lines of communieation, where it would perform the funetion of holding,

| for short periods previous to their despateh to field units, reinforce-

‘ mentg sent forward from the Holding Units in ngland. The Depot would

presumably have been set up near the 2nd Tehelon, whieh (as noted in

my Report No. 168) wme to be at PORNICHET on the west ccast, Before
the Cerman ndvang@through the Low Countries, it had been intended that
both Eghelon and Depot should be at STy VALERY EN CAUX, This informe
ation 1.8 fron ﬂa.‘!c;r M8y DUNN (AsGy 8, OuMHeQy)o :

6. Adumindstrative Orders No, 8, igsued by the Senlor Combatent

Officer, C,MH,0s, 4 Jul 40, stated that a Rotbine Order would shortly

be promlgated giving effeet to the amalgamation authorized as above,

and proceeded ap followss
28, Tho military situation whieh the new organizae
The two dopote eonaerRed are thorefcrs Bow TeqUATE]
to funetion in a manmer at variance with their
normal role.
3, To meet this now situntion which is to be ree
carded as temporary, the rhysieal amalgnmation of

the two depots will be delayed in order that the
Canadian Base Depot may fulfil two functionsie

(a) To act a8 a depot for the disposal of
non-offectives, and

{b) To receive and administer advange par-
ties, miscellaneous persomnel and
transient details, awaiting courses,
arriving from Cansda,

The order provided for s temporary organization in two wings: "I"
Wing, comprising persomnel formerly of Fo, 1 Inf, Base Depot, for
duty as in 3(a) above, and "G" Wing (perso-nel of No, 1 Gen, Base




. @ Depot) for duty as in 2(b)s Instructional details of the two
depots not required under this organization were to be attached to
AR or "B" Group HeQ. of Holding Units, Lt.-Col, Kcene was to
command "I" Wing and Lt.-Col. L.M, WATSON (THE GHERBROOKE REGIMENT)
"g" Wing. The new unit was to remein under command of the HeQ.,

| Canadlan Troops, ALDENSHOT, which had been temporarily orgunized

under Colonel E,L.M, BURNS, 0.B.Ey, ¥.C,, as commanding officer,

7. It should be noted that No, 1 Canadian General Base Depot

had been mobilized on 1 Sep 3P, the Sherbrooke Regiment providing

the personnel in the same manner in shich the Lorne Scots provided

that of No. 1 Canadian Infantry Base Depot. (G.0, 135, 1939),

8. It appears that the two "wings" of the Depot functioned in

the manner outlined in para., 6, above, through the remagtnder of the

summer of 1940, On 4 Sep 40 Mz jor-General ODLUM, G,0.C, 2 Cdn Div,

wrote to C,M.H,0s inquiring what was to be done with "G" Wing., The

arrival of more 2 Cdn Div units had resulted in removing all person-

nel of the Div from this wing, which was thereby much reduced; and

the accommodation occupped by the wing would soon be required by fur-

ther £ Cdn Div units arriving from Canada,

Se The consequence was the liquidation ol "G" Wing, This wing,

its personnel not on permanent establishment huving already been

disposed of, moved from ALDERSHOT to BORDON on 28 Oct 40, Thereafter

Administrative Order No, 23, issued at C.M,H.(., on 5 Nov 40, provided

that the arbitrary division into "I" and "G" Wings would cease as of
5 Nov, and continued:
No, 1 Cdn Base Depot, Guillemont Barracks,
Cove, under command Lieut-Colcnel L, Keene, E,D,,
will continue to perform the functions of a Dis-
posal Depot,
10, In the meantime the G.0.C, 2 Cdn Div had complained, as early
as September, 1940, of the presence of the non-effective personnel
awaiting return to Canada in thls depot adjacent to his own troops,

upon whom he considered them to be & bad influence, ©Search was made

for other accommodation, but the Depot remained at COVE (on the




@ outskirts of FARNBOROUCH, immedistely north of ALDERSHOT). On

3 Feb 41 Lt,-Oen, McNAUGHTON, G.0.Cs Cdn Corps, mude a strong re-
presentation on the matter to C,M.H,(., requesting that action be
taken to move this unit away from Aldershot "at the earliest frac-
ticable date", Accommodation was found at SEAFORTH BARRACKS, LIVER-
POOL, a position which had the advantage of being close to the em-
barkation ports,

i1, Administrative Order No, 41, i.sued at C.,M,H.T., on 6 Mar 41,
authorized the change in location, providing for a movement by an
advance party on 6 Mar 41 and by the main body on 12 Mar 41, H.Q.
Cdn Base Depot to open at SEAFORTH BARRACKS at 0001 hrs on the latter
date, The same order laid down procedure to be followed in future
for forwarding personnel for return to Cansda to the Depot,

124 Although SEAFORTH BARRACKS had not been considered anunduly
exposed location, the hecavy enemy alr attacks on MEASEYSIDE early in
May, 1941, dumaged the barracks so badly that 1t became necessary

to move the Depot lorthwith. This Information roached C.M.H.Q. on
7 May 41 at 1600 hrs, The new location (confirmed by Administrative
Order No, 70, issued at C,M.H.Qs on 8 May 41) wes KING'S RECIMNENT
I+TsCe, CAIRNIE HOUZE, FOSNBY, LANCS, This location was merely tem-
porary, as on 5 Jun 41 Lt,-Col, Keene telephoned to C.M.H.Qs to the
effect that the Depot had moved to OULTON PARK, near CHESTER, CHE-
SHIRE, where it remains stationed st the moment of writing,

PROTECTIVE DUTIES OF LORNE SCOTS
13, The LORNE SCOTE are shortly to undertake an important addit-
ional role in the work of the Canadian Army in the United Kingdom,
One conseguence of the experience of recent campalgns has been the
organization of protective units for the headquarters of formations,
to provide against sudden zttucks by parachutists, armoured vehicles,
etc, These units at present exlst in the Canadian Corps on a pro-
vislonal and temporary basis, but the principle that =11 protective
units should be drawn from one regiment was accepted some months

2gos Cable Canmilitry to Defensor, A, 1708, 20 Dec 40, runs as




@ follows:

| Your G.5.D,196, Agree that all Protective

units should be found from ones Regt, Have no
| objection to Lorne Scots being used for this
purpose provided this unit also continues to
operate Canadian Base Depot, Not considered
necessary to have separate regimental H.(Q.
Necessary however to create a Coy of zn Infan-
try Holding Unit te handle reinforcemcnts,
Concur in Hmployment Units forming part of
this unit, Only additional establishment
needed is one Coy, No. 1 Infantry Holding Unit
on same «stablishment as other Coys. Detalls
of personnel required from Canada will be
cabled at early date, MNcNaughton a2nd C,G.S8,.
concur.,

Cable Canmilitry to Defensor, A, 851, 28 Mar 41, runs as follows:

Your GSD 248 W,.E, Corps Protective Unit still
unider consideration Troopers but on basis pro-
visional W.E. that unit and sctual suthorized
¥+Es other Protective Units and Cdn Base Depot
plus H,U, Coy and reinforcements following
personnel required from Lorne Ccots Canada by
early salling officers Majors 4 Captains 7
Lisuts 23 DeRs 350 with only sufficient N,C.0s
to control dhaft,

(The above cables are on C.M.H.,0, file 5/BASE D./1 ("Establishments
for Cdn, Reinforcement Base Depot, Frunce"),
14,  The Lorne Ecots draft rojulred from Canada is expected to
arrivelin the United Kingdom on the next convoy (T.C, 11).
15, Lt.~Col. Keene hes given me the following list of units which
will be provided in this country by the Lorne Scots when the arrange-
ments contemplated zre complete:

1) Cdn Base Depot, Lt,-Col, Keene, 0.C,

i1) 1 Cdn Corps Protective Unit,
141) 1 Cdn Div Defence and Employment Pl,

iv) 2 Cdn Div Defence =nd Employment Pl.
v) 1 Cdn Inf Bde Def, Pl,
W) 8 8 M. L8 -m "
i) 8w W W "
'iii) TR " " " n
u) 5 " n n n "
I) g n n n n n

xi) Lorne Bcots Holding Coy.
In wddition, he tells me that the organi:zation of &« Transit Depot to
undertake the duties now dealt with by the Base Depot is under con-

sideration, This would permit the Base Depot to return to its proper
function,




16, A8 T understand that the Lorne Seots will also take over
the persomel of the existinzg protective units, 1t appears that
this regiment's overseas strength will be very large. The prosent
atrength of the Lorme Seots persomnal of the Base Depot, Lt.-Col,.
Keene tells me, is 6 officers and 44 other ranks,

WORK OF BASE DEPOT IN WERSEYSIDE AIR RAIDS

17, Attagched as Appendix "A" are a mumber of dosuments furnished
me by 1Lt,-Col, Keene relating to the work of the men of the Depot,
and the attached personnel awiting embarkation for Canada, during
the MIRSEYSIDE air raids of May, 1941,

18, Adr attecks were frequent from the $ime of the Depot's move
to SEATORTH BARRACKB, and reached a elimax in the seven days' cone
tinuous raiding to whieh these raports refer. On this week of cone

stant attaoks, see my previous Report No, 87, whieh nakes reference
to Intelligence Summaries dealing with the MERSEYSIDE situation,
This wag perhaps the worst single erporience undergone by any reglon
of Britain in the present war, and the part played in it by Canade
ian troops seems a matter likely to have some interest for the
offieiel Mistorian, '
19, Lt .,«Col, EKecene has interested himself in the possibility of
obtaining come offieial reecosnition for hig unit and for individuals
as a result of serviees performed during these reids. The doouments

attoched appear o indieate that thesge servieces were considerable,
and that they were duly apprecisted by the logal authorities and the
pecple of the distriet,

C23.

(C.P.8tacey) Major,
Historieal Offiger, C M,H.0,




(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(8)

(7)
(e)

(9)

(10)
(11)
(12)

(18)

(ceTes oF THTes)

Report by It.=Col, L, EKcone, © Jun 41, on work of persommel
of 1 Cdn Baso Depob. ’

Report by Lt.,-Col, Kecne on Capt, C.E, m. ReCeA G EC,
Report Ly .I"ti‘u-gol. licene on Capt, G.W, DUILOCE, Lomrme Soots,

.
Covering Letter, Capt, 1,0, GZLL to Lt,~Col, Xeene, 1 Jun 41,
Report of Capt. Gell,

Letter to 1t.~Ccl, Keene from Chaivmen, Civil Defence Comrdttee,
LITHERLAND, $ Jun 41,

Letter to Ie.tm Keene from Chief Conmtable of Laneashire,

Lettor to %‘ﬁ;‘}aii Keome from Town Clerk of Borough of CROSBY,

Letter from Nr, W, ORD,
Statenment of Head VWarden for SEAVORTH,
Gtatement of Nurse M.G. DAVIES, 51 ey 41.

Statement of Resoue Squad Teadey and Superintendent lesoue
Parties, Dorongh of Crosby.

Porsonal gagative of B « 51627, Pte, M, DONALDSON, Lorne
eOL8,
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Cdn. Base Depot, >
Lorne Scots,
QULTON PARK,

CHESHIRE.
. Se04, 9 Jun 41
CoMsHeQy
London.
Cdn. Base Depot
Merseyslde.
l. Appended hereto is a brief report, coples of a number

of letterzand statements bearing on the behaviour of the Cdn.
Base Depot during the period when we were stationed at Seaforth
Barracks, Merseyside.

2. Our barracks being within & few lundred yards of the
Gladstone Docks, while outside the walls was a battery of A.A.
guns end within the confines of the barracks an Admiralty
Wireless Station, it was a military objective.

Se From the time we arrived, in fact within two hours,
we were subjected to a great deal of aerial attack which was
intensified on the consecutive nights 1/2 to 8/9 May.

4. Almost as soon as wo arrived I had arranged a demonstration
of the methods of dealing with incendiary bombsj three days later

the unit had the opportunity of dealing with some enemy incendiaries
in the barracks.

S There was seldom a day without a raid or at least an Alert,
and the permanent staff and the attached persomnnel of all ranks,
turned out in ald of the Civil Defence on all occasions, in
organized parties or in groups, but at no time was the barracks
lef't without 4t's proper protection.

6. This report is not complete as new facts come to light
nearly every day. As recently as Saturday/Sunday, 1/2 Jun, our
S/Sgt. helped in the rescue of three people in the nelghbourhood
of Seaforth.

7 To quote from a letter herewith:

"It was undoubtedly due to their efforts that such a low figure
in the number of fatal casualties was effected."

Chairman,
Civil Defence Conmittee.

"I am informed that these men, often at great personal risk,
helped to release trapped persons and slso helped to a great
extent indlearing the debris, controlling traffic, assisting
homeless persons and generally giving invaluable aid to the Civil
Defence Services.




-

" oesesseThe help given on this occasion was very highly
apprecliated by the Polige."

A+, HORDER
Chief Constable of Lancashire.

8. Capts D.C. Heggle,attached Medicaul Officer, 1s worthy of
commendation for long and continuous wWork. He was, on one
occasion, lowered down by his feet to administer morphia to
trapped people, - the attached statement will show his gallantry
and courage in detall.

9. Chief Inspector ALLEN of Seaforth said that the help
glven was inestimable and stated that he did not know what they
would have done without such help, "e..«ss that without such
help it would have been difficult to accomplish what they did."

10. One man, MacDonaldson, besides driving an ambulance
backwards and forwards to the lMortuary and hospitals, helped in
the releasing of thirtytwo people dead and alive. Under these
circumstances, may I respectfully recommend that some awards

may be made to the personnel and some cormendation to this unit
which has the far greater proportion of men who are sick end unfit.
It has distinguished itself in the eyes of the people of the
district in which we were stationed. All ranks of the permanent
staff and attached Category "E", have done a good job for Canada.

(Louls Keene) Lieut-Colonel
Cdn. Base Depot
Lorne Scots

{"'-0- ."'\-c-.: DQFJ% N—%\A& PO - ?L
M. DonaLnsen. LoRME DoTe T 4

CaA




REPORT CF AIR RAID ATTACK, OJBAPORTH BARRACKS,
LIVERPOOL.

The Seaforth Barpacks, lLiverpool are within one mile of
Gladetone Depracks, 8500 yards from an anti-aireraft dattery and
thore 4o & wireless gtation in the een of the bvarracks, so it
conld easily be ocnaidered in the area.

‘uh ‘;f < ;T"' -..-.."-' -.I‘ ‘. - -'.‘.
tws going back on a draft available for use in an emergensy.

AS soon &S we ¢ame to the area we told the Civil Defemce
Aathorities that we would be glad to help if we could do so.

The AsRePiy AJP.8., and other Clvil Defence Jervices in the
neishbourhood of the bapragks were well ised in this middle-
class district but there was & lagk of » 8o our senior
Medigal 0fficer of the permanent steff, with permission, voluntarily

attached himself to the F.A.P. on the Reweon Road sbout fifty yards
outeide our darrack gates.

Wheni the "Alort” sounded he ‘would go ta this ¢+ and stay
there until "All Cleap" went, often being there all night
for the injured and binding up the wounded who were Drought in
this Pirst Add Poat. :

n one occasion, sSaturday, Sunday nt@m 8/4, there was

a particularly heavy blits with all around
our barpaska. The Doctor and 3/8gt. s both ’ :
lengarpies and doublets had been ing with friends at Crosby whem
girens went. Immediately they sot off on foot for barracks and
on the way roscued two women nd a who were in the ruins

of a dlitsed house. Fortunately nnmﬁmm
ghoeked. They set off agein; meanwhile, 1t beocoming an

bad dlitz, the Lomme Seot personnel and the attached category "="
munmmtmug:mMﬂ-m:mhuﬁ

out dead people The doetor immedi ymm?crm
- : unds rot aid end

ai operations and crawling down into cellars adninicter
to 1e to relieve their puffe until
could be relessed. and the "Raiders Psssed" siren eamo,

the

There were air attacks for seven suscessive nights and this
Nedical Cfficer was st his post on all occasions, besides the
nunerous other occasions in the months of March snd April,

the numerous attacks on this neighbourhood.




re he ¢ %o bind thelr wounds 'but to loss
lool wWhu in minutes
s D e B et gl haT 80 SHUTHED FIveS AAS
and thence to hospital.
has,

rat
The officer inw on, shown a very great
d'oonngh hn hmr-umm
needs of unit umummzutad
ts having been made that at hntmwul
OorTicer stay in the eonfines.

1 have pleasure in dringing the heroism of this
officer h patmuuu

He is at present at /1 General Heospital in
roingham.

gae

L L

%
5

2

(sgd.) lLoule Keene

(Louis Kemne Lt~Colonel
Cdn. Base Depot
Soots

Lorne
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Tth June '1 D4l.

This officer was appointed P, . DfTicer
hen wo firet arrived at Senfecth. e wna reaponsidle
under the P.A.0. fopr the Sost Em:.... ire Apoa Tnp the
treining and oppanising £ire Pipghting squeda, a4 to beo
guro that tho fire fighting o _-.I‘ tus mas in pgood order

and evorydody on 4duty at thoir poste. It won slao hie
noddllity to noc that ithe trailer pumn was preperly

TANGA O eVory time Uwre was on alspt, of shioh thore

wore a groet mmy all the time wo vore in the Area.

During this period of intensive air attacks,
this offTicor seareely hnd his clothes off for the whole
weck. To mas out during all aleorts; and by this ocon~
sciontiong devotion to duty was resp-naidle that the
barmaiks woro not Gestroyed 1y firu during the sucocosaive
ralGes when showers of incondarios were rained down on {t.
lle ascertained that thore were clum gurficiont mon =&
duty t~» handle sny danger that -dghgou'iae in the barsagks,
vhile g mony of tho men were awey amployed on pescud work
outsido the Dapraoks Apoa.

hile his work: vuna not 00 spooctacular as that of

others, he helped sreatly the propor sarrying out of 7, .D.
workt by Liis example end wnder his guidance.

Cas.




COP Y.
1l June 1941,

Lieut.Col. Louis Eeene, E.D.,
Officer Commanding,

lst Can. Base Depot.

LORNE SCOTS.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit my report, for your
approval, of the help and work accomplished by the Officers
and men of the lst Can. Base Depot during the Alr Ralds and
subsequent bombing, whilst staticned at Seaforth Barracks
Liverpool. Appended are official reports glven to me by
the Wardens and Police Authorities.

The Police Supts Infurmed me that an official
letter of appreclation has been forwarded to you by the
Chief of Pollices

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Yours obediently,

(Sgds) A.C.0ell, Capte

Canadien Seaforths.




REPORT > \E}
} . . o T {
I Liverpool and district were bombed on the nights of

2 to 8 May inclusive and Seaforth and Bootle being in the
. dock area came in for some of the heaviest attacks.

' These very densely populated districts, mosfly working
class, suffered intense damage to property with subsequent
heavy loss of life.

Both officers and men of the Base Depot, though mostly
Category "E", wluntarily turned out and gave every help possible
to the victims and the Local Authorities in rescuing .ﬁoplo and
valuable personal belongings from wrecked homes, at times at
very great risk owing to collapsing walls, fires and falling
bombs.

Chief Inspector Allen.

Chief Inspector Allen of Seaforth Police Station told
me that the help glven was inestimable and stated he did not
know what they would have done without such help, for the calls
were so heavy on all services, Rescue Parties, A,R.P,, First
Aid, Police and Demolition, that without such help it would have
been difficult to accomplish what they did.

Subsequently the people of the districts I visited,
voluntarily came forward and made so many grateful statements
of the help received that I found it a problem to lay particular
emphasis on individual acts of bravery, but two particulsr
instances were brought to my notice both by civilians and police
in the area concerned, and I beg permission to bring them especlially
to your attention.

Capt. D.C. He e

This officer throughout the whole of the raids gave
exceptional service and help at the different First Aid Posts
and in the heaviest attack on Saturday night, had crawled
through tunnels in the debris and in one instance administered
morphia to a Mr. Kelly, being lowered down by his feet to do s0.
Mre. Mrs. and Miss Kelly were trapped in the cellar of their
house in Bedford Place where a mine had dropped, Mrs. and Miss
Eolly bodeigg dead when eventually reached through the tunnel made

n the ris.

Capt. Heggleo stayed arowid this district giving all
assistance possible untll daybreak.

On the following Wednesday, he was again giving volunur{

help at the First Aid Post in Rawson Road, attending to a casualty,

;hen a large bomb dropped right in the yard of the Post, injuring
im.

W stated that Capt. Heggle was at her home
earlier e evening and seeing how tired he looked had begged
him to go back to Larracks early and get some rest in case there
was another raid that night. s he agreed to do but instead
called ot the First Aid Post and stayed there until ingured.

He had veen helping at this Post throughouc the previous raids,
the local M.0, in charge belng away.

A.2228 S’-

Minnice - lst Div, Signals
B.01010 Pte. Cuthbe Sehe - Lorne Scots.

1.16410 Pte, Slegel, A.C. = P PuC.L.I.

together went to Bedford Place where a mine had dropped, this
place being close and opposite to the barracks, to see what help
they could give., Here about ten or twelve houses were totally
destroyed and the casualties were very heavy.

Hearing that it was thought some people were trapped in
their cellars, these men ascertained where voices had been heard
and proceeded to dig and burrow through the debris, despite falling
walls, until faint sounds were heard, and located a Mr. Kelly who

was imprisoned with his wife and daughter.

|




Sgme Minnice.

Mimnice chiselled through the brick wall and found Mr.
Kelly alive but the others dead. In the meantime, Pte. Cuthbert
went and found Capt. Heggle, the three lowering him by his fest
to administer morphia as Mr. Kellywms badly crushed.

On being told by Mr, Kelly that he had heard voices on
the other side of the wall, Minnice again proceeded to tunnel,
twice having to try new locations owing to heavy obstructions
being in the way. This part was extremely hazardous to all
three, as a large wall was crumbling and it eventually crashed.

In this cellar they found two women, Mrs. and Miss Beker,
mother and daughter, Miss Baker alone being alive and in danger
of drowning as water from the broken main was up to her shoulders
when they eventually reached her. Ptes. Cuthbert and Siegel
rushed scross to the barracks and obtained a fire pump and pumped
out the water whilst Minnice tumnelled the opening large enough
to get Miss Baker out. They were unable to get out the other
bodies until midday, Sunday.

These men, except for short break for food early Sunday
moming, worked contimuously until late Sunday night. They had,
previous to this mine falling, been fighting fireu and putting

out incendiaries in the district.

Ptes Minnice in particular, showed coolness, courage
and initlative which all around commented on, and on having
refused to glve his name to the VWarden on being asked, saying
they had all only done their duty. This man 1s suffering from
a lame leg for which he 1s being returned to Canada.

' elp necessary and taking patients to
houpit.ala whilst the doctor was adminlatering.

Pte. Fraser helped to extricate many people, put out
incendlaries and neither returned until ‘%unday morning, working
and helping continuously, Lieut. Griffiths, R.C.A.M.C. glving
tﬂmoﬁoun help both at First Ald Posts and around throughout
the blitz.

(Sgd) A.C. Goll
Capt.




COPY Ry
THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNGIL OF LITHERLAND

Telephone 2231 Waterloo Alr Raid Precautions Dept.
2232 Town Hall,
Litherland,

Liverpool 21.
3rd June 1941

Dear Sir,

I would like to take the opportunity, on behalf of
the Civil Defence Committee in this area of the County Palatine,
of expressing to you our sincere appreciation of the Very
excellent services rendered to the District by your personnel
on the occasion of the severe air raids on the 3rd and 4th
ultimo,

It was undoubtedly due to their efforts that such
a low figure in the number of fatal casualties was effected.

Thanking you for your valuable assistance and willing
co-operation in this matter,

Yours sincerely,
Sgd. J.Llbdyd Parry,

Chairman,
Civil Defence Committee.

Lieut.Colonel Louis Keene, E.D.
Commanding,

No.l Canadian Base Depot,
Western Command,




COPY ~

3 Qm/és/a

Chief Constable's Office
(*S5' Department)

TelephoneNo. Lancashire Constabulary
Preston 4811 Preston.
Telegrans 8th May, 1941

Ecilop, Preston.

ATR RAIDS ON MERSEYSIDE - ASSISTANCE RENDERED
BY THE MILITARY

—— - —— —— - —— ———— -~ —— -

Dear Sir,

It has been brought to my notice that during last
weekend's air raids on Merseyside extremely valuable assistance was
rendered in my Seaforth Division by soldiers of the lst Canadian
Reception Centre, Seaforth. I am informed that these men, often at
great personal risk, helped to release trapped persons and also helped
t0 a great extent in clearing the debris, controlling traffic,
assisting homeless persons and generally giving invaluable aid to the
Civil Defence Services.

It gives me great pleasure to bring these facts to
your notice, and to add that the help given on this occasion was very
highly appreciated by the Police,

Yours faithfully,
Sgd. A.F JHorder

Chief Constable of Lancashire.

Colonel Keene,

Officer Commanding

lst Canadian Heception Centre,
Seaforth Barracks,

Seaforth,

LIVERPOOL 22.




Telephone 2201 Waterloo
Frank D.Foulkes,
Town Clerk
AC/AMH

The Commanding Officer,
Lorne Scots Regiment,
Seaforth Barracks
SEAFORTH

Dear Sir,

BOROUGH OF CROSKY

Town Clerk's Department,
Town Hall,
Waterloo,
Liverpool 22,

6th May 1941

I have been directed by the Civil Defence
Committee to convey to you their sincere appreciation
of the excellent services rendered by detachments of your
regiment during and following the recent air raids. The
assistance of the troops has been invaluable, and many
appreciative reports have been received regarding the way

in which the work was carried out,

Yourg faithfully

Sgd. Frank D.Foulkes.




Mr. & Mrs W.0rd,
59 Claremont Road,
. Seaforth,
Liverpool 21,

T~
Officer Commanding,

Canadian General Headquarters,
Canada House,

London,

Dear Sir,

I am very pleased at the act of one of your
Canadian soldiers in the time of a Blitz here.

An incendiary bomb fell and caught our back
bedroom Private Polster of the Canadian Artillery, who is
stationed at Seaforth Barracks, put it out and saved our
home and my sister in law Mrs ,Parrett, and her daughter
were hurt and he also gave first aid to them, while Jerry
was hea¥ily bombing and fixed her arm and the child's leg,

I would like all the credit necessary given
to Private Polster.

Thanking you in advance,

Yours sincerely,

P.S. The soldier did not want to give his name but I found
out from some one else.
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William James Roberts says,

I am Head Warden A.R.P. for Seaforth, and I
reside at 14 Clarendon Road, Seaforth.

On Saturday night May 3rd and 4th 1941, I was
on duty amongst other air raid incidents, at the incident
at Beddbrd Place, Seaforth, where a prachute mine exploded,
demolishing property and trapping people in the wreckage.
The mine dropped about 0230 hours,

Shortly after the parachute mine exploded &
number of Canadian soldiers whom I did not know, but who
were stationed at Seaforth Barracks at that time, and
including a Captain who was a doctor, came to the scene
to render assistance. The Captain did spendid work
rendering assistance to the injured as they were brought
out of the debris from demolished houses, and also to
people who were still trapped amongst the debris, and he
remained on the scene until about 1000 hours on Sunday
4th May, 1941.

Amongst the Canadian soldiers, two men in
particular did exceptionally fine work, I think one of them
was a lance corporal and the other a private. They
worked amongst debris, tunneling under the demolish ed
houses to people trapped in a cellar, who were rescued
owing to their efforts. They kept on with this difficult
and dangerous work until about 0800 hours on Sunday 4th May, ,
1941. !

All the remainder of the Canadians did
splendid work and rendered invaluable assistance. These
men were completely tired out with their efforts when they
left the scene and some of them were asleep on their feet.

The air raid on this occasion was a very heavy
one.

Sgd. W.J.Roberts.

H o?lro




MERITORIOUS SERVICES RENDERED BY TWO MEMBERS
OF H.M. FORCES ON THE NIGHT OF 3/4 MAY, 1941
AT BEDFORD PLACE, SEAFORTH, LIVERPOOL 21.

EYE WITHESS REPORT

A"pargchute mine had fallen on & congested area causing
many deaths and casualties. It was observed that a Doctor
named Capt. D.C. Heggle of the Canadian Lorne Scottish
rendered conspicuous gallantry to entrapped persons.

He burrowed down into the debris and rendered medical
ald on five separate occasions over & period of eight hours.

On one occasion he was held upside down during which
time he Injected morphia to relieve the surfering of the
trapped person.

He also tunnelled his way through the debris to render
medical assistance to four persons who were also trapped.
Through his efforts the lives of these people were saved.

During the incidents, bombs were falling and fires
were raging in the vicinity. Adding to the danger, an
unexploded bomb was near the site.

Coupled to the gallantry of the aforesald gentleman,
we feel 1t our duty to report our observations concerning
the meritorious service of Regimental No. A.228 Sgm. W.U.
Minnice, 1lst Div. Signals. This man for over a period of
seven hours burrowed beneath the debris and released trapped
persons.

The service this man rendered is made the more
conspicuous owing to the tottering condition of gable ends

of three storied houses above the tunnels he had burrowed
out. liis conduct deserves the highest pralse.

(Sgd) Patrick Traynor
Rescue Sqguad Leader

Superintendent Rescue Parties
Borough of Crosby
(Sgd) A.Le Cochrane




31/5/41

Mary Gwendoline Davies
Trained Nurse
8, Rosedale Avenue,
Crosbyesse says:

On Saturday night, 3rd and 4th May, 1941, I was on
duty in my officlal capacity at No. 1 First Aid Depot,
Rawson Road, Seaforth. An glr rald commenced about

midnight which proved to be one of the heaviest raids
we have experienced.

Whilst the raid was in progress and during a
period covering about nine hours, invaluable work was

performed at the above Post by & Canadian Captain named
Heggle who was a doctor.

On Sunday, May 4th, Captain Heggle agdn rendered
most wvaluable assistance during another heavy rald which
lasted from midnight to 4 a.m.

(Sgd) M.G. Davies
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