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1, A further report is submitted, This eonsists of & brief
reeapitulation and summary of the present position and strategie
role of the Canadian forees in the United Kingiom, Thoeir position
and their role have not changed materially in recent monthsg this,
therefore, supplemented by mmerous refercnces in the reporte

whioh I have formwmrded since my arrival in this country in Desomber,
1940, may serve to summarize the situation in these respocte ac it
has existed during the firet half of the yonr 1941,

2, The present report is the firet of a serles, to bo formmrded,
it iz hoped, at intervals during the next fow weeks, which is do=
signed to moot the wishes of the Dérocector, Historieal Scotion (G.8,)
as oxprossed in letter H.Q.S85. 0670«1 of 10 Apr 41, This lettor
informed the Historieal Officor, C,M,H,Qs, of the desirability of
undertaking a quarterly general survey of a larse mumber of topies,
S« As explained in thesc Heondquarters' letter 6/fistoriesl/l (GS)
of 12 May 41, it may not be possible for the Historieal Offieer to

cover nll the topics mentionod, at lepst with any thoroughness; but
an ntterpt will be made to survey, in.& manner likely S0 asaist and
guide the Offipiel Historian, those subjoets whieh 4n the 1isht of
oonditions in thisn eountry and partieulerly of the conversations of
the Historieal Cffie¢r ith sonfor officors of tha Oanadisn ARy | |
Overscas appéar t6 be of fundamenfal irBortance, :




POSITION OF THE CANADIAN FORCES

4, While it is unnocessary to reproduce here a complete logcate
ion statcment for the Canadian Lroops in the Unibed Kingdom; whigh
winheadlyanuauetothomnoﬂ.mfmothu'm. a
brief sunmary of the gemeral situstion may be of some walue,
5. The matter of creatost interest 18 the vosition of the Camade
ian Corps, cormanded by Lieut ,~General MeNAUCHTON, This may be
outlined as follows,
8 The Canadian Corrs mm in the same position south of the
River THAMES, and south and southemest of LOND(H, which it has opeu=
pled sinee it eame inbo existones om 25 Dee 40, As a Corps in re-
sorve, it camnot be eaid to have a eomplotely defined Corps Areay
but its units are quartaored in the rosion immediately south of
LOMDON and memngmmmmmmmn $0 WISTERHAM on the
eant, (m'the looation map in the operations roan at Corps HeQ, the
mogt westerly undt is Mo, 400 (A/8) Squadron, ReCeA.F., which sup=
plies the Corps! air ecmponent and is stationed at ODINAM} the most
eagterly unit is the SEAFORTH HIGHLANDIRS OF CANADA, at LIMPSFIELD,
on the eastern cdge of Surrey.
7«  Hepdquarters, Oanadian Corpe, Yemains at FEADLIY GOURT, near
LAAHEMTUAD (map roforense 0637748)1 soe nmy Roport No, 10,
B, The Pirst Canadian Mivision, and the Corps Troops, remain in
the SUILDFORD « "ISTIERAAN area inte whigh the CANADIAN FORCE moved -
early in July, 1040 (sese my Repoxt No, 15, Appendix "B"),
9. The First Cenadion Division (Major-Ceneral PRARTS) 45 4n .
dpillets in the general ares "ALTONSQISIHE-HILL < VWEOSTERHAM, The
Division mainteins and /dvaneed Headquarters at FOLMSDALE (or
HOLITSDALE) COURT, WUIFINLD (map reforonge 746005t soe my Report
lo, 11) and a Rear Headquarters at DRAUDT HOUSE not far awmy (map
referenge 7540606), Its three Infantry Brizade Groups avre disposed
ag followes

1 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, the region about RFIGATE: H.Q., HEDGECROFT

(map rof, 660727) near THE HERMITAGE, S, of WALTOH ON THE
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2 Cdn Inf Mle Gp, tho regcion about OXTED; H,0,, WOODLANDS
(821697), near TANDRIDGE,
| 5 Cdn Inf Bde Op, the reglon about GETENIAN: H,Q., TOUIIVELLI,
| TUPWOMD UPYOOD ? HD,, CATERHAM (782755),
| 10,  The Corps Troops are shiefly im billets in the resion bo-
| teon LEATHERHEAD and GUILDFORD, west of 1 Cdn Div,
1j 11, The Soeond Canadian Division is in barmeks in and about
ALDERSHOT, with i1ts H,Q, ia tho former 2nd (British) Division H,Q.
on OUEENS AVENUE at HAMIRSLEY RD, The Brisade Groups! Headquarters
are ag followst
4 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, KNOLLYS ROAD (EAST).
5 Can Inf Bde Op, KIOLLYS ROAD (WeST),
6 Cdn Inf Bde Gp, GUILLENMONT BARRACKS (COVE),
1z, The above particulars of loecations derive from the latest
looation statorents in the hands of the G,8.,0, (M.X.), CH%

.

UNITS NOT IN CANADIAN CORPS
13, A large proportion of the Oanadian troops now in the United
Kingdom are not on the stremgth of the Canadian Corps, The most
importoant groups cutside it are noted hereunder,
14,  DBASE LTS, The largest of these groups comprises the
HOLDING UNITS, in whieh the first roinforcements for field units
in this country are heid. Those are loecated in tho BORDON < WITLEY
area of Nlants and Surrey, t0 the south of ALDERSHOT and convenient
to the area occoupied by the Corpg, Headquarters, CANADIAN BASH
UNITS, is at BROXMEAD HOUSE, BORDON (see my Revort Mo, 4), The |
three grours of HOLDING UNITS have their Headquarters at the follow- |
ing loecationst

"A" Group (Inf, and },G,), LAURINTIDE CAMP (formerly called
Cemp 102), WITLEY,

"B" Group (R.CyBy, ReCalsBs, ReCoal 8,0,, GENERAL), OAKIEY
COPTAGE, BCRDON,

"G" Group (Artillery), QUEBEC LODGE, BORDON,




These units are partly in barraeks and partly in hutted eamps,

15,  ANTI-AIRCRAFT AND ANTI-TANK UNITS, On the Canadisn A.A. and
AJTk, Group, organized at COLCHESTER P@r training purpcses, see ny
Report No, 16 and Addendum,

16, RPS, The Canadian Forestry Corpe units now in
this country are at work in seattered loeations in the SBeottish
Highlends, See my Report No, 29, Appendix "A%,

17,  MEDICAL UNITS. Oanadfan hospitals end allied establishments
are likewise scatterod.‘ éoe my Reports Nos, 7 (and Addendum) and
31, Exoept for minor individual establishments cuch as the Canadian
Base Depot (see my Report No, 38) and detachments such as that from
No, 1 Tunnelling Company, R.C.,E,, woriing at LOCH LAGOAN (see my
Report No, 30) the above statement desoribes the general situation
of the Canadisn military forees in this country at the present time,

NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF THE FORCES
82, While the Official Higtorian will have full particulars of
strengthe available to him, it may be worth while to set down here
the baele figures of strengths tq:r the Canadian troops et present
in the United Kinsdom, As sompiled by A.G, (Statistiocs), C.M.H.Q.,
the totals as of § Jiun 41 are as Tollows:

Officers  (Cther Ranks

ColieH, Q0 137 613
1st Cdn Div 757 14525
2nd Cdn Div 794 14468
Corps Troops | 569 12540
Reinforcements 660 10157
Cthers not ineluded 1038 10751

TOTAL CDN TROOPS IN U.K, T Sl B i

The "Others not inecluded"™ figure ineludes the units mentiomed in
parag, 15, 16 and 17, above, and the permanent personnel of the
Holding Unite, The diserepancy of 89 between the components and
the grand total of other ranks is due ohiefly to errors in Holding
Units fipures, but I gather that the grand total is considered to

be acourate,




@ 38, It should eigo be nobed. thnt the above #igures include
the Canadian detachmemts at CIBRALPAR, as followst |

o, } 'mnnelnng cay.'ncCQEl offrs, O4Ra

ial Dotachment) 1 20

fios B Tunnolling 0oy ReCely. s .. am
nmmmmutp&npnmmmmumv

s mmmamammmum
‘Canndian Corps is bused upom an interview with Brigadier E,L.M,
BURNB, 04B.Eysy 140y, (who has recently taken up the appointment

of D4G,8, at Corps Headquarters) on 9 Jun 413 on reading of the
relevant files at C.M.H.Q.; and on observation of exercises in
whieh the Corps has partieipated,

2. Attention iz dirceted to my previous Reports Nos, 11, 13
and 83, dealins with Corps exereisos, in which much information

‘on this matter is incorporated, A conerete example of the Corns
role wms provided in Southelastorn Cormand Fxereise "WATIRLOOY
(14+16 Jun 41)§ this exereise will be made the subjest of a osube
soquent separate Report,.

Q. It will de recalled that the original role of the Canadian
forees in this country was conceived as being operations in France
with the British izpeditionary Foree, and portions of the First
Cansdian Division asctually spent a few days in France in June 1940,
as briefly desoribed in my Report lo, 15, The collapse of France
lod to the assunption of & new role, vhioch hed already been fore-
shedowed in the move of the Canadian Foree to NORTHAMPTON in Hay,
1940 (Report Mo, 15, Avpendipes "A™ and "B"),

3. The neow role wes ‘one of gounter-attack against any enemy
forges attampting the invasion of Sritain which might pemetrate the
coastal defences, In the period lLrmediately following the withirawe
uortmuutunfmmmmmzmmhmorlm
the Tirst Canadisn Pivieion was aluost, if mot quite, the only
divigion irn this ecountry in a fit state of equipnent and training
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to undertake this functiony and with 1% in view it was moved first
to the GXFORD area (23 Jun 41) and soon afterwards (B Jul 41) to the
GUILDFORD » WESTEIGIAM area where it still remains, Seo ny previous
Report No, 15, Appendices "A" and WBY,

29, The formation of the Seventh Corps, under Gereral MeNaushton's
cormand (21 Jul 41) was svidently a measure designed to provide more
effesctively for the fulfilment of this role of mobile sounter-attack,
and the Corps, incorporating within itself 1 Armoured Div and 1 Army
Tank Bde in eddition to X Cdn Div and 2 N,Z, Div, was a formidable
woapon to this emd; As noted in my Report Fo, 10, the formation of
the Cansdian Corps (25 Deo 40) and the withdrawal of the two armoured
formations left Genoral leNoughton's order of battle for the moment
rather less formidable then before; At the seme time, the multiplie
cation and improvement of Sritish formations had certainly led to a
relative deeline in the vaport’n,nog'uf the Cepadian foree in the antie
invesion organization, It rmmod an inmportant element, however,
and its role remained ousentinuy,tho gome,

¥.  Ounedian Corps Operationfiingdruption Tlo, 14 (31 Doo 40) defines
the role at this time, It notés 1 Army Tank Bde (lesme two batf.ul.l.ons)
as under ocomuand Canadien Corps (8m1bwnotadmnyinm
Corps order of battle) and observes further that 1 Armoured Div is
located in an adjocent area "and may he put under command in cartain
eventualities”, The task of tho Corps is thus deseribded:

Canadian Corps is in GsH. W Rm.’ its

%u“mﬂﬂaﬁkm any onony
the counties of SUIREY « /BT « SUBEX «
HALPSHIRE (as MMWR.Imugs)MOhI”

NOT destroyed by the troops of Rastern and Southern
Commands,

It is further stated that all troops are at 12 houra' notise to move,
and will normally be plaged at 4 hours' notice on receipt of ths
ocrder to "stand to", The areca of probabdble operations was divided
into thres zonest (a) Kent and B, Sussex, from SHEEURSS to SBACHY
HEAD§ (b) the South Dowms from SEACHY ARAD to LITTIENAMPTON} (o)v the
PORTSMOUTH area fronm LITTLEHANPTON to WLNCHESTER, (For General
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Meliaughton's remaris on these arcas at the conforence on (dn Corps
ozarcise "TOX", 506 ny Report lios lls)

6, Subject to certain minor amendments, the operation instruste
ion just quoted (which itself derives largely from 7 Corps Operation
Instrustion lNo, 3, S Aug 40) is still in effect, and the Corps role
remains the same, It is still in G,H,qs Reserve, but Brisadier Surns
explained to me on 2 Jun that it is agreed that it will probadly be
employad under South-Rastern Command, This Command has its Headquare
ters a: REIGATE and 18 cormanded by Lt,=Gen, B.C.Ts PAGET, C.Bs,
Du3404,y 140y, whose appointment is dated in the Juarteply Army List
for April, 1941, as 15/2/4), South-Eastern Command is a now command
created to meet the present situation, ard this date may presumabdly
be taken as indicating the period whem it ocame into existance, The
Cormand's boundaries as indiecated on the losation map at Cdn Corps
HeQe ocommit to it theo rosponsibility for the cocast from CHICHESTER
HARSOUR, @ little east of PORISKOUTH, dest round tho NORTH FORELATD
and alongz the aonth shore of the THAMES estuary to a little below
ERITH, | |
1. Southelastern Command ineludes the 4th Corps (which is responbe
ible for the coast from CHICHESTER HARSOUR to BROOMAILIL SANDS, oast

of RYB) and the 12th Corps, responsidle for the coast in the rest of
the Cormand, inelwding the DOVER Peninsula, < Corps H,Q., acoordinz
te the latest information available at Celi,HeQe, is at PADDOCKHURST,
WORTH, CRAWLEY, SUSSEX, and 12 Corps HeQe at TUNSRIDOE WELLS, KENT,
Also in the Command is the 8th Armoured Division (whioh has lately
replaced 1 Aymd Div, now in the SALISSURY TLAIN region) with H,Q, at
SETCHWORTH, neer DORKING, and the 25th Army Tank Nrigade, 1 Army
Tank Brigede left the area some time ago, Its HeQs was at HAIDSTONE}
25 Aoy Tk Bde 48 in the BRICHTON area,

28, The present role of the Jorps, and the manner in which it is
1liely to cooperate with these Zritish forrations in the event of
aoctive operations, is exemplified in the recent "WATERLOO" exereisel




see subgequent Report, To, 54, On this ocscasion Cdn Corps and 6
Arnd Div were released te South-Eastern C-rmand ond employed by it
to de:u.vor a oountlr-attac*' n@im a theoretionl eneny Mublilhad
on the SOUTH DOWNS, and repraseated by various mtm momungf .~
25 nw T Bde,

SURVEY OF OPERATIONG, DIGEST LOWHS |
28, The letter of the DellyBy, above rdtmod to, (pare, 2),
suggesta as one topis for qmtchtmﬁunt "Goneral Survey of
Employment and numum of .dcnndi.m Tornations®, This topie is
dealt with in the forecoing pages, whith may also be said to have
some bearing upon another suggested topie, "Prossoution of, and
changes in general Polloy", On tho third tople, "General Survey of
Oporations for the Quarter®, little can be saidj for if operations
be taken to mean agtive operations egainst the enemy, as is prosume
ably the case; there have been none, The Canadian Corps has formed
an important element in the protestive foree suarding the United
iingdom agalnst the invasion whieh has bdeen & possibility .for more
than a yoer pastj but in the absence of such an enterprise on the
part of the onemy it has seen no astion, It has been osgupied in
irproving 1ts training (the major training operations are dealt
with in Reports 11, 15, 23 and 54) and perfocting its ocgulpment so
far as ecirounstanges pormitteds this prodlem of equipment will de
the topic of a soparate subsequent report.
30. The troops are undoudbtedly tired of inaction, and would wele
oome an opportunity to eome to grips with the enemy, This war is
now nearly twenty-two months oldj two Cansdian divisions were ordered
mobilized on the day of the German invesion of Polandj yet the Can-
adian Army has as yet seen no ection, tnd has suffered no casualties
rrmmutimomm;mmtummnmuah‘utu
air raids and the torpedoinz of e ship (See my Reports Hos. 17, 24,
25, end 28), _
3. The situstion was recently recosnized publisly by General

!@Kanghtoninamaagatoﬂana@im&nmtainmohmmm
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as follows (THE TDMES, amu):

I lmmr that it 15 hard to stand and wait, bus,
at present, this continuss to Lo necessary, 1 have overy
[\ ence that all assosiated with the Canadian Forosea
will have patience and that they will continue to bend

their minds to the arduogps task of pre tion against
the day when we will have the 1 ted opportunity
for decisive astion,..see

we bear arms, Here in BEngland
garrison the one vital eitadel, the retention of whish
deoides the wur,
38, The question of the poasible employment of the Canadian Corps
in an expeditionary role in the event of a front beinsg opered somee
where on the Continent (e.8s, in Portugal and Spain) is an interoste
ing one, though at the moment perhaps a trifle sgademie, I mentiened
this to irigadier Durns, who observed in roply that since at the
moment Canada appeared to bdbe teking no part in the higher direetion
of the war the prosedure would presunably be that if the possidility
of an expeditionary role arose the matter would then be put to the
Canadian Government as a conorete proposal and deolded on its merits,
33« It is interesting in this connegtion to note that in a broade
oast to the people of Sritain in conneotion with tho opening of the
Canadian Vietory Loan, the Prime Minister of Ocnada said (as parae
phrased in THE TIMES of 8 Jun 41),
: nonth would see move Cenadians in Sritain

SReiT Service Might sonit sor mostyo T 0 B0 Misreve
34, At this moment, when oven enemy eir aotivity over Aritain has
boon slight for over a month past, end military sotivity centves in. .
the Nediterranesn area, Englend seens aluost & bagkwater of WP,
Yot a sumuer whioh is certain to be one of the most eventful in the

history of Burcpe has no more than well begunj and the people highest
in authority in this eountry warn us both pudiiely and privately that -
the posoibvility of a Gorman attempt at invasion of the Sritish Isles
cannot be dismissed, Should sugh an attempt be mede, the Canadian

Corps, and perhaps other Canadian troops as well, would irmediately
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. find themselves deployed in the farefront of the most desperato

anddecisgive bvattle of the war,

, CBA

(CoPyStagay) iajor,
Historieal ";fficor, Colialletle






