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' Mook Attack in City of LONDON, Jo Jul 41
27 Jul 41,

Canadian Military Headquarters,
i 2 Cockspur Street, S.W. 1,
. London, ENGLAND,

The Director,
Historiocal Section,
General Staff,
Netiogal Defence Headquarters,
Ottrcn.‘- & S ’ GAILQDA.

1, | A further report i presemtsds; This deals with an exmreise

condueted in the City of London on Sunday morning last (2¢ Jul 41),

in which a Canadian dbaidalion (the 48TH HIGHLANDYRS OF CANADA, of 1
; cdn Inf Rde) played the part of airborne eneny troops and delivered
|

an attack on an area defended by a battalion of the Post O0ffice Home
! Guard.

Se This report may be teken in conjunotion with my earlisr Report
Ho, 35 ag illustratine the cooperstion of the Canadian forees in this
country in Home Guerd training,

¥ An acoount of this episode taken from The Times of 58 Jul 41

18 attached as Appendix "A", The statoments in this acoount agree
with ny own observetions during the exercise, and its avallability
enables me to reduce the length of my own Treport, s

4 The 487TH HIGHLANDERS have played the part of an airborne ensmy
in other recent exercises; 0.8., On 17 Jul 41 they attacked SIGGIN
HILL aserodrome, whioh was defended by the WEST WOVA SCOTIA RECGINENT,
The latter unit (and also PRINCESS PATRICIAAS CANADIAN LIGHT INFAN.
TRY ) recently moved into rrepared positions adjacent to Tighter aero=
dromes to take up defemsive rolest see Canadian Corps CGeneral Report

for weex ending 19 Tul 4l, &

ATTACK ON WOOD STREET TELEPHONE FI.‘U‘ IANGE
s The general idea of the exercise of 27 Jul 41 was that the

48TH raprosented enemy forces, equipped with carriers, landed in
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various small open spaces adjacent to the scene of operntions by

troop-carrying plenes or gliders, Their objective was the WOOD
STREET TELEFPIONE EXCHANGE, situated on the west side of WOOD STREET
a few yards south of FALCON STREET, and not far from 8t, Paul's
CaThgdrpal, This distriot has suffered heavily from enemy air raids,
particularly the great firs-raid of 29 Dec 40 (see my Renorts los,
1 and 8)3 only the Telephone Exchanze itself, and a very few other
steel-framdd modern dbuildings, remain relatively unds raged, standing
amongz heaps of rubble which maric the sites of less solid structures,
The ruins afford plenty of coverj and the lome Guard was skilfully
disposed among them, singly or in smell groups, in positions of
whioh many covered road-blooks, They were armed with riflss and
sirmlated bhombs, but were hampered by having no blanl: armumitien,
The 48th had a small aquantity of blank for their rifles and Bren
guns, and used thunderflashes for bombs,
6. As Lte.-Col, W,W, SOUTHAM was aocting as Brigadier, the <BTH
were oconmanded by Major W,Bs HENDRIE, The battalion mustered in
LONG TANE end WEST SMITHFIELD, and fron this area the companies
disperged with a view to converging attacks on the objective:s I
romained with "C" Coy (Capt., L.M; ORAWFORD#BROWE) in WEST SVMITHe
tweo platoons of
FIELD, and shortly after zero, whiech wvas 1030 hre, watched this
oconpany begin a cautious advance towards the objeotive by way of
LITTLE BRITAIN, Pushing ahead of the infantry advance, I saw
action between earriers and Home Guard poste in progress in and
around FALCON STREET, and saw ceveral carriers !moeed out by bombs
thrown into them from posts in semi-ruined duildings, (Sse the
observations of the Times correspondent in Apperdix "A%,)
7 Passing through WOOD STREET into GRESHAM STREET, I was able
to vatoh action in preogress between Highlanders on foot and H.G,
posts among the ruins, The 48TH susceceded in crowning a relatively

undamaged lofty building in GRE HAM STREET which cormanded the do-

vastated area surrounding the objective; this enabled them to clear
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Appendix ™A™

FROM "THE TIMES" (LONDON), 28 July 1941,

MOCK ATTACK IN THE
Tirgs CITY 3¢ T8 w

' CANADIANS v. HOME GUARD
FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT WITH

THE ARMY

The City of London, deserted and bomb-
scarred, echoed with the sounds of mili
tumult yesterday during a mock attac
by crack Canadian troops on the Wood
Street telephone exchange, which was
stubbornly defended by members of the
3rd G.P.O. battalion of the Home Guard,

This was one of the mo#t spectacular of many
exercises held all over the country as part of
Rty live for's, dotit: apoeeatio
W) , in rive for a per appreciation
of the Force's role, is to be looked upon as a
cross-section of normal training activities at
jany time. From cities to hamlets more than

1,000,000 men, often otzgenllns with the
Regular Services, will be defending their posi-
tions against the kind of attack that was made,
for instance, on Reading ay, when air-
craft swooped down at dawn as part of an
operation to capture the town,

The Canadians, with superior numbers and
fire-power, made a swift assault from three
sides on their City objective, and though the
well-concealed nests of snipers exacted o
heavy toll for a certain recklessness, they

it within 85 minutes amid u roaring
climax of thunder flashes, blank-ammunition, |
missiles, Office




