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Movement of Second Canadian Division
to South Coast,
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! 1s A further rspbrt is presented, This deals with the movement
of the Second Canadian Division to the South Coast (already referred
to in my previous Report No, 38) and the nature of its temporary
positions and role there,

2 late in Jume 1941 it hecame known that 2 Cdn Div, the wnits
of whioh had been in barracks in ALDERSHOT since their arrival 1n
this country, was to exchange rolea for approximately & month with
60 Div, This implied that 55 Div would move into ALDERSHOT AREA
and come under operational control of Odn Corpsj while 2 Odn Div
would move to the Channel coast and take over the beach dsfences.

on the greater part of the coast of EAST SUSSEX, under the opera-
tional control of 4 Corps (Lt,-Gen, F,P, NOSWORTHY, C,B,, D,8,0,,
M.Cy, commanding),

S This movement may have been partly inspdred by a desire to
give a salutary change to the troops involved, As mentioned in pree
vious reports, ALDERSHOT has not been & popular station with Canade~
ian officers and men} and expericnce scems to show that an oocasional
change of scene is the best means of combatting the boredom which is
only too likely to arise ameng troops not setively employed, Come
versations with various officers of 2 0Odn Div seem to leave no room
for doubt that this particular move has hed & good effeet on the
morale of the division, Among other advantages, it has brought the




S — e ———

®8Ciasg

2. g

‘ by AMD”DH ..A

o~ Date: _ %ﬂfﬂgnmo
\-\_‘

mon the opportunity of bathing in the sea,

THE MOVEMENT TO THE COAST
4 The movement of 2 Cdn Div from ALDERSHOT to the coast took
place during the week ending 5 Jul 41, On 3 Jul Hon, C,0, POWER,
Canadian Minister of Fational Defemee (Air), and Hon, Ian MaoKENZIE,
Minister of Pensions and National Heelth, bdoth of whom had flowm to
this country, "together with the Corps Comd and G,0,0, 2 Cdn Div
watohed bcdnlnrndemingtouhenuarubeingtakonomw
that formation" (General Report of Cdn Corps for week: ending 5 Jul
41t C,M,H,Q., file 4/PROGRESS/Z),
B The Division's reconnaiddance battalimm (8 Cdn Recce Bn (14 H))
d4id not accompany it to the coast,
6, Naturally, no publicity has been given to the movement,

| VISIT TO THE DIVISIONAL AREA

| 7, On 25 Jul 41 I paid & brief visit to the new divisional area,

| I went first to Diviﬁional Heedquarters, which is located in HEATH-

! FIBLD PARK, (035897), a fine old country house on the outskirts of

‘ HEATHFIELD village, about 15 miles north of EASTROURNE, Here I had
conversations with Lt,«Col, G.G, SIMONDS (G.8,0, 1) and Majors W,J,
MOOGK (ReCeRs) (Ge8:0, 3 (Int)) and Fy8, WILDER (P,W.0.R, (1,G,))
(Gs840y 3 (C4W,))y and had an opportunity to etudy the situation
map, In the afternoon, with the guidange of a Liaison Officer,
Lieut, J.H:8, BROUGHALL (R, REGT, C,), I drove aoross the central
part of the Division's front, from BASTBOURNE to FAIRLIGHT, and was
able to form a general impression of the units* dispositions and
the nature of the defences on this coast,

DISPOSITIONS OF THE DIVISION
8, The Division holds a total frontage of 46 miles along the
goast (figure siven me by Mr, Broughall) extending from the WEST
edge of PEACEHAVEN at 834201 to 425861, some three miles EAST of
RYE HARBOUR, This frontege falls into four topographical sectors,
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*  (a) From PEACESAVEN to EASTSOURNE the eastern end of the great ridge
| of the SOUTH DOWNS (see my previous Report Fo, 54) lies close to

the coast, and in the vieinity of BEACHY HEAD Torms steep oliffs
which are regarded as impasseble from the Sea and on which therefore
there are no company loealities, (b) From RASTSOURNE eastward to
the vieinity of BECHILL the coast is coppletely flat and landings on
the open beach would be possible, (¢) From BEENILL to the vieinity
of PETT (B14325) the high ground sometimes salled BATTLE RIDGE inter-
gseots the coast and provides mtm range of hi.gh eliffs botween
HASYINGS and FAIRLICHT, On these again there are no company locale
ities, (d) From PETT eastwerd the coast is again very low, with
$idal flate on either side of the mowth of the ROTHER,
9. 2 Cdn Div hes 38 Div (also under 4 Oorps) in line on its right,
and 56 Div (under 12 Corps) in line on its left, (On the aréas of
these Corps, see Report No, 53,) | :
10, As the situation was described to me by Major MOOGK, the area
at present regarded as most importent is that about NEWHAVEN, near
the west edge of the division's erea, This port at the mouth of
the OUSE possesses the only good harbour on the division's front and
is a natural objective for an :mning enemy, From here, as also
from the considersble towns of BASTBOURNE and HASTINGS, good reeds
lead towards LONDON, There are - formidable defences at NEWHAVEN,
and they are being improved. | '
11, The role of the Division, as indicated by the nature of its
dispositions, is in the most definite sense beach-defence, Of its
nine infantry battalions only one éan be sald to be in a reserve
positiont the FUSILIERS MONT-ROYAL, stationed in the LEVES eres,
The rest are holding beach positions, usually with three companies
in line and ome in reserve, There is thus no real depth to the die -
vision's dispositions, and éven 80 the nront is comparatively thinly
held,

12, It may be noted that in rear of the Division there is a
roughly triangular Home Guard area, the points of the triaiag_lo being
PLASHETT PARK (896353) - TUNBRIDGE WELLS (exolusive) - BODIAM (R24)j




@
>

this area is also under the G.0,Cs 2 Cdn Div, In eny fighting
here, or for that matter in the Divisional area proper, it is
antieipated that the Home Guerd, whioh in this region is stromg
in nunbers and keen, would play a considerable part, |
15,  The Divisien's dispesitions as outlined above ere, in pre-
sent oirounstances, sinply thoss tAken over fram 85 Div, During
this temporary tenure no "attm..hu_ bm made 'to alter them, and
2 Cdn Div has confined its qéuvity to carrying forward work on the
defences alrsady begun by 55 m.r. Lt4~Col, SINONDS remarked, howe |
ever, that he considered the dispositions open to objeotion in ger-
: tain'rebm. Tot only l_mia the poait.‘-.oha no 8epth, but there is
1ittle provision made against the possidility of the enemy landing
airborne troops to seize the n@.‘thorn edge of the DOWNS in the
manner suggested in the scheme of the "WATHRLOO" Exercise (see my
Report No, 54), Eﬁoh‘ action, with the beach defences being subse- _
gquently taken in rear, seems to Lt,-Col, Simonds much more probadble
than a direet attack on the beaches from the sea, These points, he
said, have been represented by the G.0.0, 2 Cdn Div to the Corps
Cormanderj and in the not imposasible oontingency of the Canadian
Corps teking over this area on a ndwo permanent basis, some charges
would probably be made,
14, The disposition of the Division's units will be descrived
here only in fairly general terms, A complete and detailed loca=
tion map is being prepared at Divisional Hesdquarters and will de
ettached to the original copy of the "G" War Diary after the Divis-

‘on leaves the area, . .
15, The most westcrly 3ector is held by 6 Cdn Inf Bde, with 1}51.
headquarters at FIRLE PLACE FIRLE (906260), This brigade, with -
the important NEWHAVEN area to guard, is more concentrated than

the other two, Onme battalion (the FUS, M, R,) is, as already noted,
in reserve in the LEWSS area, with I,Q, in LEWES, The GAMERON
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to ocoupy & position on these eommanding heights, The shore of
PEVENSEY BAY 18 held by 1B REGDINT DE MAISONNEUVE (H.Q., PEVENSEY),
whose battle headquarters is PEVANSSY CASTLE, (The faot that a
Frenoh Canadian battelion should be holding the rezion where

© william the Gonqueror lended in 1086, with {ts headquarters on the
grounds of a Norman cestle whose outer works are partly Roman, and
some of its posts in Martallo towers built to gusrd ageinst invesion
by Napoleon, is & matter of some historiosl interest,) The brizede's
loft battalion is the CALGARY mcmmmi(ﬁ.cz.. WINFIELD, 139312)5
this battalion's mrea includes AEKMIIL, : 3

17,  Tho eastern seotor is the mponubiliw of 4 Odn Inf Bde,
with nmqmtm at’ THE uum, 2mwrm (174894, Iu right
vattelion 18 the ROYAL HAMILTON LIGHT mrm (Role 4 num,
235325), which coouples the ST, LIONARDS - HASTHENGS ares, Beyond
the hish ground east of FASTINGS (of, ebove, para, 8) is the ROFAL
REGIIENT OF GANADA (HeQe, WINCHELSEA, 348309)) and on the oxtreme
left of the divipional fromt is the BSSEX SCOTTISH (H.Q,, RYS HILL,
850597) with its loft ("A") Goy .4, &t 403570 , near BROGMHIIL,

18, . The Divisiona) Artlllery end the machine-gun battalion are
seattered along the whole divisional front in a role of olose |
support, The ,G, Battalion (TOR. SC0T. R, (MyGy)) was permitted
stmiumwittmlmmmalnmhs
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took place,




NATURE OF THE DEFENCES
i9. The nature of the visible defences on the front held by
2 Cdn Div is such as to insplre gonsideradble confidense in the
mthﬂiﬁorhmiustwmmmmmmmmtotu
foontal attack fm the sea, '
20, There is a tremendous amoun’ of Jamnert and other barved
wire on the beaches, arranged in sucoessive hends, and rmoh of it
on tubular seaffolding, Large ssotions of bedch have been mined,
Soction posts have besn sited in such & way as to enfiladérextense
ive stretches of the sandsj m'@rjtm ere extremely heavy cone
erete pillbomes, At various points, as noted above, the cld Maye
tello towers have been Mcmam in the scheme of defence,
2l.  Mr, BROVGHALL $old me that in ediition to the Hachiie guns
brought to the sector by the Torm Secottish; a good nany extra
Vickers were taken over by the infantry units from 55 Div, Despite
the relativs thimeu of the detenﬁing force, an attacker would
have to face a heavy congentration of fire from automatic weapons,
22, The fire of the Bivisional Artillery, moreover, would be
atrengthﬁod by that of the light and heavy armament of the r:l.ilﬁ-
defences, from 1l3-pounders upwards. Several é-inch guns are mounted |
on the divisionsl fromt, ineluiing ome whioh stends in plain view
close to the Martello tower on the "front" at BASTSOURNE (048169),
These have been sited to fire alongz the coast. '
23, Capt, W.A,B, ANDERSON (Gy8.0, 2 (8:Dy), CuliyH,Qs) tells me
that a oonsiderable sector of the Essex Scottish front (whioh I did
not visit, though I was able to see something of it through my
glasases from the vieinity of FAIRLIGHT ochurch) is covered by
flane-throwing apparatus,

MISCELLANEOUS

24, At the time of my visit the G,0,0, 2 Odn Div (Major-General -
oDLIM) was engaged 1n & series of detailed inapectionsof the louh
ities held by his battalions, A A
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as, On 1 Aug 41 the Oy~in-C, FHome Foroes (General Sir Alan
BROOKE) visited oach Sector of the divislonsl front,

26, It is understood that 2 0dn Div is res@ning from the. soust
o ALDERSHOT ARBA on or about 10 Aug 41, As noted in Report No,
38, 1t will not ocoupy its former barracks, but will be under can=
vas or in guarterings.

b (85

(CuP.Stacey) Major,
Historieal Officer, C.M;H.Qs






