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Denonstiration of "0ffonsive Domolitimms”
by § Corpa, 18 Aug €1,

Canedian Mlitary Hoadc L"‘tm.
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Tho Director, blﬁ‘-“':ﬂou
Higtorical aaotzoni ’-M tor DHist NOHO
Dational Defonoe (544 dguarterd, W
Ottawa, O0ATADL,

A A further roport is prosented, This §oals with a dononstroe
tiom of "offonsive domolitions” staged dy S Sorps noar IRONHINIURCT
in the HIY FORSST on the aftornoon of 18 Aug 41, It is dcaimmed to
provids a record of ocome asposta of ewrrant R.Bs practice, =2and mey
aloo perhaps tirow some light on the present state of tastical doo-
trine in connecotion with easgaults on properod pocitions by infantry
and tanks,

Be I attended tho domonptration in company with Li,-Col, G0
EZI‘E':I. Cefie0s There vas an cullonod of sovoral hundreld officers,
incinding sbout thirty from 1 Gdn Anmy Tank Bde (whaleh provided the
tanks Cor the damenatyation), rorvceamtatives from 1.0, Cin Cowrps
{including Drigedier [LRTINENG, tho Chief Wngincer), cnd ourcelves
foom Cellelleile

PRELTINARY DEMONSITRATION: ANTISTANE DEVICES
Se The denonstration oponod witin a showing of the use of two
tyoes of Lorovisef anti-tanl: weanons: the "flyins mino" and the
antli~tonl "trolley® or torpedo. Theno dovices ocan Do smployed
whore cover is avallable near tho roadsids, In shis danonstration
Swry mines end trolleys were fired at tamke and cerriers as thoy
pagsed alone a road,




‘4. The flying mine consists of an anti~tank mine fimed to the end of

a longth of pipo, and disoharged frou au Improviced Tized mounting by
tho acanoy of a anall oharge of sunpowders Tho pipe with the nine ate
tachod fling throuwgh the clr and thoe rmine will, it it hoped, strike the
gide or the ttErot of the npessging taniiy, The ohiof drawvbacl: soans O
bo the Aifficulsy of seourais ain, In at loagst ono ocge 1h thls denone
stration tho nina flew too high ond nissed the tarsot co plotely, ole
thousl: the roaage wap only a Tew yoerds,

8, Tho anti<tani torpedo is dlsehnrged fron Lmedistely clononide

the ool in much tho sane namnorry but inotend of flyins throush the air
£ runc on cmall whoela, and it carrics a oharse of ammomal in addition
to an oati<tan:: ming, ‘here suitatle oom’itions are presant it would
appoal to bo a ucoful doviee, In the prosont sase such ¢ "trolloy" was
svenssofilly Alscharped at the treoks of o carrier, walsh asctually ran
over thic Guyy nine cnd erushod 1t. Tho carriler would coptninly have

beon mut out of sotion and would prodedbly havoe been destroyed,

DEVOESTRATION T ¢ STLINT ATDACE
6, The spoctators were then conduotod to the sito of tho main danone
stratlions, hero o mlom‘-trmuh had boen construshed ovaxrlociing an
eloboratoly-proparad noslition whieh s 4o be tho oblact of attuok,
The defoncos consindted of (a) a thlel balt of wire (triplo oconocertina
betwean twe Jlouble aprons)i (b) a minoflield laid with juif-<dnoss (o)
an unti-san: diteh, consisting for half 1ts lenath of tho oldor typo
with a flat hottom and an alnoste-vartionl ravetted gearp, =o' Por the
Pest of tho sl ple Vesooction unrevetted type (10 feot wiio at tho top
and 9 fest deop) whioch 1o now stanlerd, Tho diteh was nfiluled dy a
piliboxr rrotooted by wire. In rear of the ditch was (&) a Turther bolt
of wira, and dotweon thisz and the onauy tranoh was (o) a syoten of
mialisushiton Tubes” = pipos loeded with explocive oné laid by the plpow
pushing tochnijue doveloped by 1 Cin Tunnelling Coy (now 1 Cdn Speoilal

Tumnelling Coy) H.C.le




7a Tho firet daugnotrotion wos a "cilent attack®, desicned to
show how far 1% is »ossible %0 dAdvance the preolininiyy astazes of
an atiaoir on sush 2 posibtion Before making noise and azcusing the
anory. it o0 asaumed that the oporadtion beganm ln the A=, Tho
intention wes that e Infantey wouvld assauld tho cuary roclition
and o a wridgehead for the tanks, wWhlch would crocss theo ditoh
at first lisht, Tho attaol was Golivered by an infantyy ccempany
eidel % dotcehments of Rells 0 usdoztaks tho Gamollitions. The
sark misack wma deliversd by one troop (three tan:s) of 1. 0dn Army
Terd: In (CALCARY ROOT) supnlescemtoed by four carriers.

€ The infantey advanced in four partios lod by vire-cutiing
parties, two of which used wire-outtors only whilo the othors algo
wne! wire negh, In addition a ocuttingeout party waa deiciled to
donl with tho garison of tho pillbox, Fassages were orpedily out
tlorouh the firet wire and the infentry advancod into the ditci_:. it
velrg ascumed thet in $his case wocommaissomoo had dotor inod that
the Intermelicte minefield oonsisted only of antieton! ines vhich
would not Yo 4dotonatel by Yhe maspage of verscanel, DHelind the ine
fentyy oauwe Rl vartdies with ~icks and gshovels, explonlve charges
to uoe wralust the bank diteh, end a Oardtex net to Jdogizcy the
minafield, DBangalore torpoloes ware zlasod in positiom Lo the
second wire barvior, Tho louwd dotonation of thogo xo tho first

noioe ado, ani would in sotual oporations havo bean the silznal for
the artillery barrage to coue dowmi, 7he inS€atry now Jdellvered ‘hedr

asgauls tiooush the very offective gaps made Ly the torpoedocs, and
eloared tho ereny tromch, theo cuttiag-out party dealing with the
plllbox:,

9 The bridgehsed having been establisied, 1% rerminod o glear
the ninefiold and rako it poossible for the taris %o croes tho dlteh,
the foruer vas to bo ceoomnlished by the not of Cordtex (Jeotonating
fuso) uhieh when fired would detonate the mineg by blast, and also
by a pesy ualng o nine-ic’cotor, For the latter object, exnlosives

e |
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would be used to render the ditoh passable, end one party would
worl: to make a passage by digging alone, One pardy lcid the necesse
ary orplosives in fiftoeon minutes, anothor in ten; the 1iteh charpos
and the not were then Pired simmltoncously, Tho worl:ing partics
thon crnro forwerd again with fascines and progooded to irprove the
ercasings, which wore four in pumber, ell roquiring scoe work to
ral'e thor practicadle, A tank offiecer ocame forwnyd to rosornoitre
tho croosings and orn his roporting them satisfretory o Versy licht
mf&aﬁmaamfwmmﬂ!:atoaﬂm, All ¢'>»oz of the
tan-g (vhich woro of ¢the !nvlr II A ("Natilda®™) Sype - 000 my Report
Yo, 42) nesotiated the crossings without delay or difficulty, as
did also the four carricrs,

10, An interval followed, during which svocinl demonctrations
took plago, Those dealt with tho use of a rocket gum for firing

a Cordtox not coross a sSpeco mown to be sown with antie-porsonnel
minos, and the use of cinowdatootors, vhioh wero stated to be of
two Sypes: "iligh Frocuonoy® and "lesnotie™. Doth demenctrations
ware sugcossful, thoush the roorot-mm at fired doolincl to fire,
In dovoloping this device the Royal Vevy has given valuablo aid,

DEMCHOTRATION IIt NOISY ATRACK
11, Tho socond attee: lemonstration followed, Althouch this
was cgouned, 1ilte the firet, to deal with e first-light asscult
rrocoded by ~rererations undertaken in the dapi, 1t Aiffsrad in
othoer roopcets. The odbjost was not to cotablish c lwidrcehead for
tankg, bt the tanke were to preceds tho infartry, moving at infane
try ospools Tho sappor détachments, with infantry protoctlive pare
tiop, lod the wuy to clear passages for tanis and infentsy throuch
tho sire ond the minelfield and to cffget damolitions in the ditedh,
In this coso silendss was a0t imposed and 1t was pogssible U0 euploy
explosives frox the Yeclnning,
iz, The Tozward LOlt of wiro vms out LY the use of Sancalore
torpedooa, One of those was only long enough to deal with the wire




and with any mines that might be present in the wirs barriorg the
other, howover, was vory long (140 feety I delieve) and was designed
not morely to clear the wire dut to detomate tho nmircs in the field
Soyonlly, Tho short tor-odo wms supplomented by the use of the rockote
ggn %o oloer & oath through the minefleld,

13, Aftor tho explosions, two oarriers rushod foruaml through
tho wirs crd the now inncouous minefleld to the 2ire of the diteh,
Ore carried ~ Iroa cun party to cover the scpperst suboo uent Opole
ations, the other the explosives for the dewolitions to Lo carried
out irn tho Giteh, Tixzing these charges, the heaviest of which was
900 pounds in veolight, reguired elght ninutes, After thy woro fired,
the wor-ing parties como forverd as hefore with faceinos and in
sevor minutes nore ecamploted thz oroasings,

b T At this point the lalleughton Tubes wore dlown, The prosramme
for the dsonstration hed propesed thot this should bo JofGrred une
£11 the tanks had erossed the Aitoh and were approachins tho tubess
but the ofTiclal soumentator vho axpieihed tho dcnongtration over

& public address oysten told ve that the Canadion tant non had dee
elined to carry out this port of thic scharme, 1Iu viow of tho magnie
tule of the sudbgoouont exploslion, this refusal sooms no more than
gensible,

15, The cssault was now delivored, All three taric susscssfully
erousod tho diteh, followed by the infantey, Tho odetasla just oro-
ated br the NMallaushton Tubos was a dirfferent motter, Two of the
sanks became hopolessly "borseld™ 4m° it end wore winble o olimb out
olithor forvaxd oFr dashward, The thind, ettenpting it at e point
whore it was not cuite so deep, rogotiated it upon tho occond ate
tempts 4t would, howover, hove doen an oaSy mar: for anti-tank weas
ponc in tho Yroooss,

16, Those in charpe of the decorscization omphasizod that it proe
sonted merely eortein "susnsested seasures for overeomin~ entietonk




obatacles - verious meens thet could be amployed and could no doudbt
be imnroved upon, For purposes of denonstration and canperison, as
wmany uethods as possible werse beinz shown in simltencous usa,

17, The demongtration had been very carefully propared and in

penoral was thoroushly successful,

¢g.8.

(CsPyStaocoy) ajor,
Historiocal Officer, C. laM.lls




Ref this H.Q. 1268/G dnted 6 Aﬂ‘ 4l,
para 2 (b)s

of Bvents rith W m brief
eaaor!.p ve notes is nbaozma. _

2. EDROGEAME. ¥
The Programme ommnr four distinot eventa: Tininze.
(a) ZTank Torpedo. .. . .
A prelininary dmmum u idiven of the 1430

s

method of use of the Tank H vhich 1445 hrs.
¢an be used in m»m where mrunau-

. able at the roads )mmm-wmn

Enemy As¥.Vee

(v)

i) The object of t!ul mtnum. which 18

in parts, is to show various methods of at .

in the deliberate assault, a defended posn prote &
by wire, minefield and A/Tk ditch,

(11) | agke 1506~

roum BB, desolition parties, move i

&m&m'du ob and oross the A/Tk m&n;ruld
into A/'!'I: ditch by silent methods under cover of

:Im m Mmd. for the purpopes of the
dmmtian
am:.m; a further wire cbotacle with

awmm apscault enemy poonss
| _ olear a o for tanke through
mmnmmmu

" Army tanks then advance at tank o eross the
obstacle and move ard to their objog y passing
WA Thie ac take . ot
. J \ _..

. - Ve

(iv) Mw 1600~

The sane m asnaulted as in Demonstration
I, R.0. make 1 preparations under cover of
_darkness, plec Bangalore 'roa-pndm. which are fired

at first 1ight. '

ReBes With profostive inf, move into the A/Tk
ditch and clear a passag, using differont methods from
those shown in Demonstration I.

The ascanlt is then delivered by Amy Tanks
followed by inf. During this assault, and after the tanks
have crossed the ditch, a secondary obstacle will be
blown across the line of their advence by means of
detonating a series of lieNaughton Tubes.

/(V)toc.-aacco.






