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1. A further roport is subrdtted, This is the Tourth in the sore
ica initiated by Vo, 93, and dcdals with the progressive growth of the
Canadian military force in Britain (ochisfly as it has taken place |
gince 1 Jan 4l) and with the development of the Canadian Oversocas
Arny Programme, 1941,

Be o attenpt can be made in this report to deal with these mate
ters in great detail, Tho aim has bYeen to extract from the very cone
siderable mass of papers relating to thoem on file at CoMHale &

brief historical and statistical swmary, which will provide the
Official Historlan with the mc;at eggential materiel for a general
narrative of these dovelopments, and may also cerve té guide him in

his nore dotailed investigation of the routine records,

GROWTH OF NUMERICAL STRENGTH
Se Since the advance party, sent to establish Canadian Military
Head juarters, LONDON, landed from the "Antonia™ on 15 Nov 30 (of, ny
Report No, §) thore has been a constant and fairly steady inorease
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‘ in the strength of the Canadian foree in tR¥W eewntey _ Attached

as Appendix "A" is a statoment (extracted from returns made by C.M.H.Qs

for the use of the War 0ffice) showing the total strength at intervals

of approximately three months, The Pirst figures given (as of 22 Dee

39) present the situation irmediately after the arrival of T,C, 1j

the last ones (1 Aug 41) present that immediately fellowing the ar-

rival of T.Cs 12, The very samliest figures, prenared at a time when

CiMoHewe had just been organized, may conceivobly contain minor errors,

but it is doubtful whether any of greater aceuracy can be found,

4, The -"breakdowm™ of the totals given for 1 Augz 41 45 as follows:
Officers Other Ranks

Canadian Military Headquarters 138 595
1 Cdn Div 747 14,821
2 Cdn Div 764 14,748
3 Odnwpiv; 489 -9,2C8
Corps Troops 641 13,080
Reinforcements 879 12,374
Holdéng e g (permnggggdstarf) 1,435 16,175
and others not ine : 6:

1l Two bripgade groups only
Be These Tigures include (under the last heading) the Canadian
Forestry Corps, with a atrength of 149 officors and 4,139 other ranka,
They do not include the detachment of R,C.E, at GIBRALTAR, the strongth
of which is retmxmed separately as 9 officers and 234 other ranks,
6o It will be noted from the above figuros that the actual strength
of the Canadian Corps on 1 Aug 4l was 2,641 officers and 51,917 other
rants, 1 Cdn Aimy Tank Brigaede and 3 Cdn Div were rockoned on the
strength of the Corpe from the time of their arrival in the United
Kinpdom,
s Broadly speaking, the figures down to and ineluding those for

9 Jul 40 represent the process of completing 1 Cdn Div and its guota
of aneillary troops., Therce dowm to and inocluding 3 Jan 41, they
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‘ represent the further process of bullding up and completing 2 CGdn

Div, whose H.Q. arrived on T.C. 6 (1 Augz 40), while its last two
infantry battalions and certain othor unite arrived on T.C, 8 (25

Deo £0), More recent figures represent, basically, the developuent
of the Canadian Overseas Army Prograrme for 1941, which is dealt with
below, This development is still in progresss '

B. Attaeched as Appendix "B" is a list of the troop convoys which
have carried troops from Caneda to the United Iingilom, eaccompanied by
certain basic statisties eoxtracted from sources at C.,M,H.Q,

Ds It will be noted that there is a considerable discrenancy be-
tween the figures of incroase in Appendix "A" and the totals of income
ing convoys in Appendix "B", The explanation, of course, is that cone
siderable numbers of Canadian troops have arrived in the United Kinge
dom on ships sailing indevendently and not included in eonvoys, while
in addition certain units arrived in the United Iinpdom from ICELAND
and not in convoys from Canada, These latter units included two ine
fantry battalions of 2 Cdn Div (THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF CGANADA and LES
FUSILIERS MONTROYAL) and the machineegun bhattalion of 5 Cdn Div (THE
CAMERON HIGHLANDERS OF OTTAWA (M.Gs) ).

OVERSEAS ARMY PROGRAMME, 1941

10, The Overseas Army Programme for 1941 wms announced by the Rt
Hon, Mrs KING in a broadcast speech on 2 Feb 41, as follows (Gazette,
Montreal, 3 Feb 41):

The plan for our Active Army for 1941 includes the
d?amtoh overseas, sugccessively, of the following forma-
tions:

1, The balance of the corps troops for the Canadian
Corps of two divisions now in England;

2. An army tenk brigade for amployment with the Canadian
Corps. This will encble Canade to bhe represented in the
United Finsdom by a Canadien formation which will be ate
vached to and operate with the Canadian Corps, thds pro-
viding increased striling power; :

S« The 3rd Canadian Division, with its complement of
corps troopag

4e A Canadian armored division,
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11, This prograrme is now far advanced, The Army Tenk Srigade
arrived in the United Kingdom on T,C. 11 (of, my Report No, 42),
Headqunrters and two Brigade Groups of 5 Cdn Div arrived on T.Cs

12 (ef, Report No, 43) and the remaining Brigade Group will arrive
very shortly, The provision of additiomal Corps Troops has gone

on steadily, ohiefly by the arrival of new units from Canada but
partly by the formation of new units in this country, The Light
Anti-Aireraft rogiments which have Been organized include one for
Corps Troops (see my Report No, 18 and Addendum); an Anti-Tank Rogie-
ment for Corps Troops (7 Cdn A.,Tk Regt) hes been orgarized at COL-
CHESTER and joined the order of bhattle or_cdn Corps on 27 Aug 413

and a Heavy Anti-Airereft Regiment (2 Cdn Hvy A.A. Regt) will arrive
from Canada shortly. An additional Field Company has been added to '
Corps Troops (14 Fd Coy, R.C.BE,, which arrived on T,C, 9), and 1 Road

Constrn Coy, ReC.By, arrived on T,C, 10 and is at present employed in
the Base Unite area, T.Ce 1l brought imrortent medical units: 14
Gen, Hoﬁp., O CeCuBs, and 1 Motor Ambulance Convoy, Provision of
edditional Modium Artillery unito has been delayed by lack of equip=
ment,

12, The last important formation to arrive under the 1941 Pro-
grammg, 5 Cdn (Armd) Div, is not expected until late in the autumm,
13, In addition to the units and formations mentloned above, the
Troop Convoys arriving during 1941 have brousht néneteen companies
of the Canadian Forestry Corps (of., my Report No, 29), of which the
Headquarters and one conpany had arrived on 7,0, 6 at the ond of

1940, (For further details, mee Appendix "B"),

14, Apart from organized units, rost Troop Convoys bring reine
foreermonts in considerable numbers, These are necossery to mainta_i._.n-
the Holding Units at or close to the strength which present noliey
requires, with a view to replacing the minor »ut constant wastage

whieh takes place under present conditions, and providing against the

' groater wastage which would result from active operations,




The formation in this country of new units of tho tochniocal arms
and services is a special drain upon the Holding Units concserned,

NOTES ON PROCEDURE IN SEA

TRANSPORT

15, A few notes, neccessarily brief, are here set down in connect-
ion with the sea transport of Canadian troops to this country,
16. Reference to Appendix "B™ will throw some light on the proced-
ure which has been, and is being followed, It will be noted that
the great majority of the foroe transported has oocme in Troop Cone-
voys of moderate size (the largest conveying just under 11,000 Cane
adian Army personnel)., Nothing of the nature of what was done in
1914 « bringing over 50,000 men in a single 1ift - has been attompted.

The ships used have, in general, been large fast passenzer vessels
capable of making a rapid passage, and convoys have rarely included
more than eix ships. TFor a desoription of the passage of one repro-
sentative oonvoy (T.Cs 8) see my Report Nos 1. In this case, tho
convoy included two vessels not carrylng Canadian troops; these

therefore do not figure in our recoxis at C.M,H.4s and Appondix "B"
to the precont report lists only the thz?aa vessels with troops on
board,

17, [Haval escorts are purely an Admiralty natter and C.M.H.4e
files only ocecasionally contaln an inciental reference o them,.
The Wer Diaries of units travellins in convoys seometimes 'ame the
ships of the oescort, The usual procodure 1s for a battleship to
serve as ocsan eogseort, acecompanying the convoy from Halifex until
it is close to its destination. References in the files of the 8,

& T, Scotion, C.M.He4s, indicate that bhoth T.C¢ 7 and T.C, 8 were

escorted by 1,M.8, "Revenge", and T.Cs 10 by H.M.8, "Rodney"; while

1. T¢Cs 12 had 11,M,8, "Malaya" (see ry Roport No., 43), Convoys are oge
corted for soms distance out of lnlifax by Canasdian destroyers and

\' are met on the western edge of the submarine danger zone surrounding

| the British Isles by destroyers based on British ports. As noted in

ny Report No, 1, T.Cs 8 never made oontact with this latter escort, -

m - i . “ J
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‘ and having parted company with the "Revenge" it assed through the
whole of the denger zone without visible navel protoction,
18, Ports_of Diserbarkation, The vast rajority of Canadian
soldiers ortering this country during the present war have oome
throush the CLYDE gateway (ef, Report Ho., 43)s Two oarly convoys
(Te08, 4 and 5) came to LIVERPOOL; all others have come to the CLYDE
until T.Cs 12, whioh was divided botween the CLYDE, LIVERPOOL and
AVONMOUTH, a port at which no Canadian treop convoy had hitherto
discharged (details on composition of this convoy, Report No. 43).
" Most of the ships going to the CLYDE have anchored at the TAIL OF
THE BANE and disbharged their troops in tonders at GOUROCK; but in
some cases one or two vessels have pone up to GLASGOW and the troops o
have pone ashore at KEING GEORGE V DOCK, Thus in the ocase of T.C, 8
the "Capetown Castle"™ went up to GLASGOW while the "Pennland™ and
the "Pastour" discharged at GOUROCKS see Report 10. l.

19, An example of the uncertainty attonding the arrival of these
troop convoys is afforded by the case of T«Cs 11, It was expected
until the last moment that two of the six ships of this convoy would

go to LIVERPOOL; but in the event all six were brought into the
CEYDE, while moreover the convoy arrived on 3@ Jun 41 instead of on

1l Jul as had been anticipated, Such changes of plan impose an extra
burden upon the Movement Control authorities, both British and Cane
adian,

20, On the ocircumstances referred to in nara, 19, see note written
for "¢" War Diary, C«M,H.Qs, by Captain V,N, GIILL, R.C.A.S.Cs (@ (4))
CelieHoGs ) OCaptain Gill is in charge of Movement Control (Perscomnmel)
and has adopted the custom of writing a slheteh of the arrival of each
7,04 for the War Diary, noting any special features of interest.

| These sl:otches should be wvaluable to the Uffieial Historian,

ale HMovement Control, C.M.Hews, is orimarily a licison department,
detalled arrangements for the movement of Canadian forees to this
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country by soa and within this country by rail being rade by the
British de artnents cocnoerned. An officer of Movement Control,
CsMsH.Qe, however, is present at cach port where ships of a Troop
Convoy ore discharged, and complote rocords are raintained of these
and other movements of personnel,

22,  Moverment Control have ikindly placed at my disposal their
office riles off Troop Convoys, and have prepared & stuméry of the

filo on oach convoy to assist me,
3¢ It is a notable fact that no troop convoy carrying Canadian

troops to this country has suffered by enomy actionj tho enemy has
not succeeded in interfering with this groat process of transport

in the slightest desree, It is truo that 73 officers and men of

the Canadian Army lost their lives in the sinking of the "Nerissa®™
(see my Report No., 28); but this vessel was not part of a troop cone
voy or indeed of a convoy of any kind,

Ca-A.

(C4PeStacey) Major,
Historieal Officor, C.lM.H, ..
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RepPorRT WNa. 4y
APPENDIX A" |

SECREZ

STRANCTHY CANADIAN ARMY I THR
UNITID CINGDOM

at approxzimately three-month intervals, Docember 1930 -

Avsunt 1941,

Extyracted fron woekly roturns propared for

tho War 07100 by A.Ge (B), ColLileQs (CilaHeus filo, 22/

STRIQIGMN/2) 6

22 Deo 59
- 13 Jan 40
5 Apeid0
6 Jul 40
¢ Ot 40
3 Jon 41
& Apr 41
4 Jul 41
1 Aug 41

Parsomnel at GIBRALTAR not included,

a2 7,445

686 15,162
1,065 22,195
1,606 26,008
£4720 45,306
3,025 63,282
8,752 50,467
44610 78,446
5,008 01,080
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REPORT 110, 45 1
APPEDIX "B"

CONDENSED DNFORVATIR RELATING TO TROOP
CONVOYS TROM CAIADA = T.Ce'8 1212

I iotes  The figures here given for tho total porcomnel of troop

' convoys carmot be taken as bottor than rouch appromimations, They
aro figures compiled by the Reom'du 0ffice, Aoton, occmowhat haotily
fron disorbariation strensth roturns (1,Fs,!l, 83) and certainly come
tain sdmo orrors, They are given here ag boing the only complote
sot availableo from ono coures, Comparison with totals computod in
the filos of loveonent Control, CsllsHsile (for TeCe's 6 « 12 hoth ine
elusive) ond with those conpiled by AGe (38), Neilisus (for vhich
apouracy 10 not olained before T.Cs &) show wide fllaaupuneiés.

A conoideradble taal of computation will have to bo undertalen
hefore a high docree of acgurady can be olalmed in this matter,

It should be furtheor noted that thoso totals include
only Canadion Army nersonnol, lany troop convoys tronsport R.CeAFs
and Teval personnel,as woll as Allied and Unitod Stutes offiocars
" and men, and often scme civilians,

— -

R —




SECRE?®T €
TROOP CONVOYS FROM CANADA ¥ o .
Condensed Information extracted from M.Fs.M. 33 and S. & T, files, C.M.H.Q.
No. of Date of Total Cdn Army
Convoy. Ships. Disembarkation, Personnel, All Ranks. General Nature of Composition.
(Rough Pigures,Only) ‘
T.C.1, 5 17-18 Dec 39 7,415 H.Q.1 Cdn Div, Two Inf Bns, Three M.G. Bns, Three Fd Bdes(Regts)etc
T.C.2, 7 30-31 Dec 39 8,168 Seven Inf Bns, One A.Tk Regt, etc.
T,C.3. 4 8~ 9 Feb 40 7,350 Corps Tps: Two A Pd Bdes(Regts), One Med Bde(Regt) etc.
T.C.4. 2 22 May 40 2,431 One Fd Coy, Reinforcements, Holding Unit personnel, etc.
T.C.5. '3 20-21 Jun 40 5,684 Reinforcements, Holding unit personnel, minor units 2 Cdn Div,etc,
T.C.6. 7 1-2 Aug 40 8,976 H.Q. 2 Cdn Div, Two Inf Bns, ete.
T.C.7. 6 4-5 Sep 40 10,559 2 Cdn Div Arty, Three Inf Bns, ete,
T.C.8. S 25-26 Dec 40 6,300 Two2Cin Div Inf Bns, H.Q. and One Coy Forestry Corps, etec.
T.C.9. 5 1-2 Mar 41 6,007 Three Lt A.A, Btys, Five Forestry Coys, etec.
T.C.10. 2 19-20 Apr 41 35,852 One Lt A.A, Bty and One A.Tk Bty, Seven Forestry Coys, etec.
*0.21. | & 30 Jun-2 Jul 41 10,736 1 Cdn Army Tk. Bde, Seven Forestry Coys, One Gen.Hosp., etc.
T.C.12, 5 29 Jul-l Aug 41 9,761 H.Q. 3 Cdn Div, Two Inf Bde Gps, etec.
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“ REPORT No. 4%
, APPENDIX 'C"

SHIPS CARRYING CANADIAN TROOPS
Troop Convoys 1 « 12

LR

T,Cs 1 "Duchess of Bedford”, "Monarch of Bermuda", "Empross of
Britain? ” uitania "Empross of Anatruliaﬂg

T.C, 2 o/ "Chrobry”, "Batory“, og", "Ormonde",
"Reina dei Pacifico", "Orapa”,

T.Cy S "Empress of Britain® 'Aquitania "uonuroh of Bermuda”,
"Empress of Austrai

T:0, 4 "Antonia", "Duchess of Bedford”,
T«Ce & "Duchogs of Bedrford) "Duchess of Atholl"™, "Sararia",
6 "Sobieski", "lMonarch of Permuda®, "Batory", "Antonla",

T.O,
r : 'Sanaria“ "Empress of Australia", "Duchess of York",

T.Cy 7 "Oronsay", "Duchess of York", "Goorgie", "Pasteur",
“Empresa of Australia", "Soythia",
T.C, B8 "Pennland®, "Pasteur", "Capatown Castle",

T.Cy 9 "Ducheas of Yorkf "Orontes", "Dempo", "Warwlck Castle",
‘"Johan van Oldebarnevelt®,

* TeCe 10 "Goorgioc", "Batory".

T.C. 11 "Britannic", "Indrapoera”, "Stirling Castle", "Windsor
Castle”, “Anaes" “Pnstaur“

|

w T.Ce 12 "Empress of Carada", "Strathmore", "Duchess of York",
l‘ "Strathnaver”, "Orion",
|

|

i =

| The above information is extracted from Strensth Returns
on Disembarkation (M,F.M, 33) at Rocorde Office, ACTON, and files

of 8. & T. Sectiozl' coM.HOQl






