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1, A further report is precentod, - Thisc deals very briefly
with the visits to the Canadian Army of tho Rt. Hon. W.L., MAC-
KENZIE KING, Prime Minister of Carada, during his rocent stay in
the United Kingdom,

s Mr, King's arrival in England by air was reported in the
LONDON aftornoon papers of 20 Aug 41, and he rotmmmed to OTTAWA
on the evening of 7 Sep 41, (The Times, © Sep 41), He was thus
in this country a little wore than a fortnight, He apparently
returned to Canada a little sooner than had been at first intend-
ed, and in consequence did nct have time to vieit all the Canade
ian formations now in this ocountry. During his astay, however,
he attended the Canadian Army sports at ALDERSHOT, spent most of
one day in visiting the First Canadian Division, and also saw
somothing of Corps Troops.

VISIT TO ALDERSHOT
Se On 23 Aug the Prime Minister had luncheon with the senior
officers of the Canadian Army Overseas at ALDERSHOT (at the Army
School of Cooking) and aftervards attonfled the Canadian Army
Srorts. Ho addressed the troops asgembled Sfr the latter occesin
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officers who were. The facts are as follows.

abd groeted them on bahalf of tho Canadian Bovermment and people,
4, As the fact that there wore some intérruptions during the
Prime Minister's speech has been widely reported and cormented
upor in the press, particularly in Canada, it secems desirsble to
make some record of the circumstences here, The writer was not

himself present, but has had conversations with a largze number of

S5« The troops were not, of course, on parade at the time of

the address; they ilare sirply assombled as spectators at an athe

lotic contest, in eircumstances in whioh the usual rastraints of

disoipline are largoly relaxed, The weather was rmost unpleasent,
it boing a day of hoavy and continuous raing and the Prim Hinige
ter's party was late in arriving and prummblj the spectators

- had grown impatient, Officers who were present agroe that the

interruptions of which so much has been made were the work of a
comparatively small number of menj that they were loudost at the '
beginning of Mr, King's remarksj that he took them in good par'h
and proceeded 45 make an excellent apéooh, mﬂking an inereasing

Aimpression upon his difficult audionse as he went onj and that he

was m;ly appleuded at the close, While it would perhaps be
unwise to arpue that there was no discontent behind the "booing™ .
(es the newspapera term it) - for it must bo remembered that some
Canadian troops have now been in this country for some twenty-one
months without seeing action « rmuch of it was certainly intended
nerely to be jooular; and it would be very easy to exaszrerate the
inportance Of this inoident, so resrettable from every point of
view,

VISIT TO FIRST CANADIAN DIVISION
6s On 20 Aug Mr, Fing paid a visit to the First Canadian Divige
ion - the Division whieh has been longest in this country. The

writer was present on this occasion, acocompanying the large party




of newspapermen who "covered" the visit,

7e Mr, King errived at Advanced H,%s, 1 Cdn Div in company
with the Corps Commander at about 1200 hrs, He was roceived by
General PEAREES, the divisional ccrmander, inspeoted the guard
of honour (provided by the SASEAROON LIGHT INFANTRY (M,G,)) and
toolzx the salute es the guard marched off, The senlor officers of
the Division wers then introduced to Mr, King, who spent a con-
siderable time in chatting with various individuals,

N In the afternoon, following luncheon at Divisional i, L,
Mr, ing ruoceded to inspeot the Division, The troops had been
dieposed for the purpose by brigades, and the Prime Minister
carried out during the afternoon four different visits, to the
throe infantry brigades and the Divisional Artillery. The first
visit was to 2 Cdn Inf Bde (which in the absence of brigadier
POTTS on the SPITZOERGEN enterprise was cormanded by Lt,.-Col,

" BeB. WILSON of the EDIONTON REGIMENT) at OXTED, The next was to

the artillery pgroup, comanded by Brigadier TREVAIN, the C.R.CeA,,
near MARDEN PARK, Mpr, King then visited 5 Cdn Inf Bde (Brisadier
GANONG), which was formed on the parade square of the Guemds'
Dopot, CATERHAM (vhere His r-ﬁjoaty presenfied colours to the
CARLETON AMD YORK and EDMONTON Reginents on 1 Jul last), Hore
the ROYAL 220 REGLMENT ppovided a puard of honour, The final
visit was to 1 Cdn Inf Bde (Brigadier KELLER) at REDHILL Football
Grounds,

D On each of these visits the procedure was much the same,

On his arrival the Prime Minlster was recoived with a gemeral
salute (in the case of 2 Cdn Inf Bde the band of the Bdmonton
Rogt played "0 Canada"™ at this point); he then addressed the
troops, and thon inspected tho parade, opealing to a considerable
number of men, He thus made four spoeches in the course of the
arfternoon; and as he spoke without notes the spoeches, thmigh
similar, were not identiocal,



10. It is not rreposed here to attempt a full sumary of these
addresses, ospeclally as they were fairly fully reported in the
Cencdian press. (See, e.8., Cazette, l‘ontreal, 27 Aug 41, and
Vangouver Daily Provines, same date, These Canadian Pross reports
appear t0 be quite ascourate.) Among the points made by the Prime
Minister, however, were the roilowmg.

11, He laid special stress upon tho fact that the Canadian

Governuent placed no restrietion upon the employment of the Cane
adian troops, other tham that the Government should Imow what wms
in contemplation and should have an opportunity to express its
views, The Govornment wes prepared to trust the judsoment of its
genorals in the United Kinpdom and to support themy it looked to
the military authorities and was propared to aceept their puidance,
lir, CHURCHILL had besged him to try to persudde the Canadian
troops that "here in this KENT poninsula"™ they were guarding the
very oitadel of liberty, (This last romark was made at REDAILL,
but lre. King made similar statements in his otﬁer apooches,) On
this part of his remarks, attention is directed to the report of
The Times, attached as Appendix "A", The quotations are oxecerpts
from Mr, ¥ing's first (OXTED) spoech,s Comparison of them with ny
omn roush notes indicates that while the three paragraphs as
printed were not spolen consecutively, or in the sane order as in
The Times, they are an accurate (probably aharthahd) renort of
words used by the Prime Minister,

12, He spoke of Canadian pride in the troops and of the reports
he had heard on every side of their good behaviour, He also
thanked the neople of Britain for the genorous hospitality which
the Canadians had recceived, He referped to his recent tours in
Canada and spoke of the United detemi_nat:l.on of the poople of the
Dominion to support the forges in the field,

13, At REDHILL, ir, Eing remarked that no political patronago
had been countonanced in military appointments, and declared that

no one would gain peeference execept by merit,



14, The Prime Minister said that he wished to meet and talk
to as many men &8 possible, and he hoped that officers and men
alike would feel free to speak to him; or otherwise to communie
cate with him, about features of their situation that night be

improved, Indeed, We went so far ns to offer to carry persanal
nessages back to Canada with him,

15, At OXTED he ended his remarks with these or very sifilar
words: "Here in England you are standing for all that is sacred
on this side of the grave. Uur thoughts and prayers are with you

I and will be with you to the end,”™ At CATERHAM he concluded to the
l following effeoct: "Nothing in my life ever has been so inspiiipg
as these last few hours, I cannot expreas what I feel, MNMay God
bless and protect every one of you,"

16, This inspection was, indeed, a rather inspiring occasion,
The weather was beautiful, and the Division made a magnificent
appearance, caloulated to impress any observer, General
MoNAUGHTON, who accompanied the Frime Minlater throughout, ro-
rarked to me at REDHILL at the end of the afternoon that it was

his hope that the display would leave lr, Iing with the feoling
1 ' that he had "some strensth in his elbow in this country”,
17, ' The Prime Minister appeared thorouzhly to onjoy this cone

tact with tho troops; and when the day's prograrme was over he
was in no hurry to return to LONDON, dut waited about at REDHILL
watching the animated scene until most of Brigadier Keller's fine
bripede, and the attached troops, had marched off the ground,

VISIT TO OORPS TROOPS

| ) 18, On 28 Aug (two days later) Mr, Eing made another visit to
the Canadian Corps area, On this ocoasion he officially opened
the LEATHERHEAD By-Pass, an inportant road-saking enterpriae- on
which No, 2 Road Construction Company, R.C.Bs, hm'_a been ongaged
for almost a year, and inspected a Guard of Honour mounted by the
13th Army Field Company, R.C.E. He had tea in the O0fficers' lNess
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of 1 Med Regt, R.CsAs, and thore met the senior officers of
units of Corps Troops; and that night he dined in the Corps
Cormander's mess,
19, Enfortunately, the Prime Minister was umable before his
return to Canada to visit the Second and Third Divisions, or the
Army Tank Brigade, He d41d, however, visit a Canadlan fighter
station of tho R.A.Fs on 6 Sep (Times, 8 Sep 41)j while on the
previous day he had vieited DOVER and other sottheeastern townms,
and had seen something-of the defences there. On 4 Sep, at a
luncheon at the Mansion House, he made a spoech which was very
widely and favourably roported (see Times and Daily Telograph,
5 Sep 41), On this occasion )r, CHURCHILL also spoke, and o=
ferred to the enforeed insotivity of the Canadian Corps in terms
which it may be well to seot down here (Daily Telograph, as above)t
Youchave seen your gallant Canadian Corps and
other troope who are here, They have not yet had a
change of coming to close guarters with the onemy,
It is not thelr fault, it is not their fault, But
thore thoy stand, and there they have stood through
the whole of the oritical period of the last 15 months

at the very point where thoy would be the first to be
hurled into a counter-stroke asainst an invader,

llo ~reater service can be rendored to this coune
try, no more important military duty can be rerformed
by any troons among all the Allies, It scems to me
that, although they may have felt envious that Aus-
tralian, New Zealand and South African troops have
been in action, the part they have nlayed in bringing
about th finai rogult is second t0 none.
20, Mre King while in this country oxpressed the opinion that
the formation of an Imperial Wear Cabinet was undesirable, and he
has reiterated this view since his return to Canada, The Tines
of 9 Sep 41 reports that on his arrival back in OTTAWA he "do-
clared himself greatly impressed by the qual!ty and efficiency of

Canada's fighting forees oversea",

(83

(CeP.Stacey) Najor,
Historiocal Officor, C.M.H.4.




Roport No. 47
Apprndix “A"

From THE TIMES (LONDON), Wednesday, 27 Aug 41,

While the headline on this agecount is unfortunate

See above,

and misleading, the agcount itself is accurato,

+ 11,
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CANADIAN TROOPS TO
STAY IN BRITAIN
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