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ORGANIZATION OF CANADIAN A,A. UNITS Al
OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT ON A.D.G.B.

4. Chiefly, 1t appears; as a conseguence of the

extreme shortage of equipment, considerable time elapsed
after the arrival of 1 Cdn Div in the United Kingdom (Dec
1939) before Canadian anti-aircraft units were provided to
serve the force in the field. It will be recalled that on
20 Aug 40 Lt.-Oen. MoNAUGHTON wrote of "the absolute lack

of light anti-aircraft guns in the Canadian Forces or in the
British units associated with us in 7 Corps" (Report No. 46,
para, 12). (1) The first Canadian anti-aircraft unit to
reach the United Kingdom was 1 (YOREKTON) Lt A.A. Bty (now

2 (YORKTON) Lt A.A., Bty), which arrived in T.C. 7 early in
September, 1940. This battery is a sub-unit of 2 Cdn LT

A.A. Regt. This regiment'!'s H.Q. arrived in T.C. 8 in December,
1940, along with another of its sub-units, 4 Lt A.A.

Bty, (Information from files of Movement Control, CeM.HeQ.) s
A group of officers of the regiment had arrived in advance,
in September, for training with British units (C.M.H.Q. file
6/2 LT, A.A. REQT./1).

5. On the organization of 1, 2 and 3 Cdn Lt A.A.

Regts (the first three to arrive in this country) see Report
No. 18 and Addendum. This Report also describes the organiz-
ation of the Canadian Anti-Aircraft and Anti-Tank Croup, set
up at COLCHESTER in the spring of 1941 for the purpose of
carrying on the training of these and subsequent units and
fitting them for a role in the Order of Battle of Cdn Corps.

6. AS soon as the batteries trained at COLCHESTER had
attained the necessary standard of proficiency and had been
to practice camp, they were sent out for duty on A.D.C.B.
This was desirable not merely as providing operational ex-
perience, but also in view of the pauclty of equipment avall-
able at COLCHESTER. That provided in the early stages (see
Report No. 18) was inadequate for a large concentratlon.

7 At the time of the formation of Cdn A.A. & A.Tk

Group, one Canadian unit was already employed on A.D.G.B.
This was the first battery to arrive, 1 (YORKTON) Lt A.A.

Bty (above, para. 4), which on 15 Jan 41 took over gunsites
at DETLING aerodrome (north-east of MAIDSTONE), CHATTENDEN
(213916: north-east of ROCHESTER) and GRAINE (map ref glven
as 2189033), and subsequently sites at GRAVESEND aerodrome
and at EASTCHURCH aerodrome (Isle of SHEPPEY) (War Dlary
this Bty, Jan and Feb 41). This battery did not proceed to
COLCHESTER until June, 1941, when it was replaced on A.D.G.BE,
by 5 Lt. A.A. Bty (also of 2 Can Lt A.A. Regt), which took
station at HORNCHURCH aerodrome and RAINHAM (Essex). By

this period one other battery had already moved from
COLCHESTER to an A,D.G.B. role, This was 4 Lt A.A. Biy

(an old Permanent Force unit) which was deployed south of the
THAMES, at KEVINGTON MANOR, KEVINGTON, ST,MARY'S CRAY, KENT,
on 12 Apr 41 (C.M.H.Q. Administrative Order No. 60, 1l Apr 41).

B. During July and August, 1941, the deployment

from COLCHESTER proceeded rapldly, the majority of the units
being stationed in the THAMES estuary, either north or south
of the river. North of 1t were 109 Lt A,A. Bty, which had
relieved 5 Lt A.A. Bty at HORNCHURCH and RAINHAM, and 55 Lt

Aotually, B3 Lt A.A. Hegt (British) had jolned 7 Corps Arty
on 12 Aug 40 (Amendment No. 1 to 7 Corps Order of Battle of
25-31 Jul 40, dated 14 Aug 40); but this unit may not have
been fully equipped.
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posaible to nrovida thvee complotse mattoriss for sorviss
with Gdn Corps in the ovent of a throat of izvasion,

ARRARCEURITY QOVIANING OP MATIONS OF
CANADIAN UFITS OF A.DuGB,

174 .. mmata under wiloh Canhdian Asds
units opmta DoGoliy 0an be brlefly outlined, All
the Cin Units uanﬁim& m (six Light rogimonts and
ono Heavy resiment) ars under coxmand of 1 0dn Adhs Bde,
whioh at fmt hag 148 H,Qe at COLCUESTIR end is under

| ﬂiQ.- The m« on A4D,GyB, are under oporw=
ational ucntz- exoroliosd throush the
looal uritish and Sripade, All are under
13..,&. ;tmeinmmmﬂntmwueundore
Mmmmmthoﬁlintho south of LONDOU and

on the Sout darﬁb.ihﬂ gion, 6 AA,'Diy
haa i‘an inl.:tl:ll n'b &m nnd 8 :L,Mig}.r at RS-&D..LG‘

18, 'Ehe armament um by wnits on A.D.c..a.
nroviaed b;v Al Cormand, which wag able to obutain AzA,
~uns at a tiue when 'bhser ware not available to fisld
formations in the United Finsdomg sos Raport lios 46,
paray 14, While the bofors 40wmly Lty Ayds pun is
standard, somé of tho units nan Lewis ~uns, usnally on
quadruple mounts, Some of thoese Lowises ars on nites
propared to rocsive dolors guns whon these Hacomo tvalle
able in :Iarm nunhors,

mmmwmm LIGHD Aple REGE
. IN THAMES BSTUARY

19, M 12 Doc 41 the writer visited ) Odn 1Lt
A.E. Rapt 1:1 the THALES BEstuary with a view to sseing
the actual tiojrf: °§ i u{;i; on J‘q%‘;}iﬂ. and rg:g;ﬂtnu
sone 1 ong, a=u0 PR A commuan ha

nt, WhosSs (e 18 8%L11 at STANF onnﬁ.m..;:om nost
k.tndlf th him ‘on a tour of mmsiten, asd while 1t was
imposiaible ir one day to visdlt all thoss manned by tho
régiment ho saw nany of them and sequired soms undere
standing of the robloms iInvolved in the worl in whigh
the unit is engazed,

204 It,=Col, "MUCKVALE has under command not
onl:y tha gubsunits of hiz own threcebattery rosinont (36,
and 109 L% A.A., Btys) but also & Dfud.As Bty, o Sube
:{t of 2 Cdn Tt A.Ay Rogt, With thoge Tour ‘:nt%ariea :
CIURGH. and RADMIAL in tho wadt
to SOUBIINDe(eSEA in the gagt, & digtange of noarly 25

1.0“8

109 Dy mm mo&m and FAINHAK [MURKK
AR AR AR (total, & Jofors guns, 6 quadruple
lavis muns)

PILSURY} PURFLIET) § ROTTORD aopodrona
{north ai‘ SOUTHAND)  (total, 3 sofors
gung, 12 quadruple lowls cuns) -

85 Bty THAVES HAVEN, SHRLL TAVEN, and thres
T barpes in She river off HOLE TAVAN.
(tatal. b Uofors cuns ond ¢ quadiupls
. Lowls cfnm, exeluiing lowises on m
barses
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4 Bty CANVEY ISLAND, PURFLEET Magazine, CANBWDON
(about 6 milés north of SOURHED), SOUTH=
END Pier (total, 5 Boforas suna, 1 Naval
S-pir (gt OUTHAID Pier), 10 quadruple
Lewis puns,

Phis i the aituation as described to the writer by
Li,=-Col, Huockvale,

) 8% The function of thia rezimont 43 the protec-
‘ﬁiopubf (mainly) aercdromes and' indugbrial planta the
Nettor ars very muwserous in the area, TLIBURY DOCKS and
the important concentration of ohipping in the TIIANES are
also covered, The oil refineries and storage tanks at and
near TIIAUES TAVEN are most iuportant objecta, Lt.-Col,
HUCEVALE states that "Tiwe oy sBix hundred” bomha have been
ﬁropped in ths vieinity of the TIAMES HAVEN installationss

yat vepy littlo daregd was apparonn at the time of the
writerts visit and only a eouple of damared tanlks were to
be seen, -

28, As néted ‘above, thers hag been very little
oneny air activity over this, part of Sritain since these
units wore doployed, The conssjuence 18 that they have
done 1ittle firing and hawe not beeén apsdited with the
deoatruction of any enemy saireraft, Taers is no doubt that
the men's most anxious wish is that the onenmy should pro-
vide them with soze targets, 109 4ty has been at !{ORNe-
CHURCH aerodrome (a fizhter station) simee 25 Jul 41, 'Tho
men on this serodrome, whire twe troops man six Hofors

are coLfortably ageommodated and Adraw J,A.F, rations,
whicﬁ are on a hisher soale than those of the Armys but
thoy lead a somewhat dull existonce, as puna at such a
noaition ars nrohibited from oponing fire axcoept in the
ayent of a direct attack on the station,

), Some ol the sunsites, ineluding those ot
RAINEAL MUREL and SHELL HAVEN are in rather unpleasant
apots, surroundsd by the tidel mud of the TIAYES, by dsso-
late rlats and ugly industrial establishuents, Lu.-bol.
Huokvale, however, romaried that the mon have settled 4
in these plages, made friends with the ngople round a oout

and have ne daa*ra_to loave, The same applies to the nien
o2 the »arges, wiieh are anghored well out in the river,
I had no time 'to visit these, The baryge dotazhents are
adninistered by a troop headquarters on shore, at HOLE
HAVEN, 1t muat be sdded that many of the pites arse in
interesting if ot beautiful locationsj in numorous in-
“““ﬁ;g“ thay have hofors them ths chancing pazeant of the
HAI'ES,

2é, Speoilal probloms of administretion and morale
are presonted by the mamner in whieh these units are dis-
sridbused amons scattered gunsitas, in groups of less than
-VWenty {or 1z the cases of lLewis sitea, porietinas less than
a dozen) men, freguently BOEJHB!ﬂd ay 6 aoshapdier, Lt,.-
Col, anrvnle remaried tha& such a situation constant
inapections and visits are the only solution, The writer
was atruck with the puosess with whieh the difficulties of
the sitnation had been evercome, The men appeared 1o be
zegn, and such minor poimtis as ths oloanliness of kitchens
 Andicated the soundness of sorale, iessinz is o special
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