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• DUPLICATE

6
l!o Jan 41

The ocords Branch, C. .H. •

The Dil ctor,
H1~tor1c_l Section,

G"nar I Staff,
at10n 1 Out nce Head uarters,

Ott~ B. -NADA.

Sir,

I h vo tho honour to make further

report. This ruport deals ith the portion of C dian ~ll1tary

Head uarters, London, located in Acton,

~lth tho ark of the Records Branch.

d more particularly

Tllli C ADIAN J::.T jLISii;. T AT CTON

2. A largo port1oJ uf C· n,~lan alit ry HedU'Uarters, and also

some C nadian units hich do not ~ct lly form part at this Head­

quarter., aro located in the Gov rnuont Du1ldini, BRO~YAfiD AOAD,

ACr~N, LONDON .3. This location is Just off the UXBRIDG_ RO D.

tho building is a vory large plain oblo06 structure built abeut

th" pur cd of th last war (the asterials for it ar~ reported to

h va been C-bricated by Gor ~rls0ners). Tho _ lIs r~ thin

and the structure does not s· e to me ell c lculated to r'slst

the blast of ~ombs. The building has s yet sutC"red no d ..;age

trom enemy action, but bicycle-shed n rby h • been struck -nd

• demolished. Ths building is raported to house SaBe 6,000 ~
,

plPles 1n ,ormal times; at ~he moaant tho tot 1 1~ 1 the v~cln-

ity of ~,OOO. These f.gura~ ...r giv n to m by Capt in H.k.

•

Jackson. They convey soma idea f the size of t building.

Th ppe r nee oC th.. structure i, r- corded in photogr-phs in

thd files of th& Public elation, vlficar, C.k.H••
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• 3. The various Canadian officel are located on the second

floor of the buildil1l. The Print1lll ntt Stationery cUon

occupies • large area, dOdS tbg .ecords Br~nch, C.M.H. •

The floor, ho ever, 1so cco=modates the Chief P ym3steri

the In"pector of ~ccounts (Lt.-Col. .G. STILLM~N)J tho

Intermediate Overseas B se, C_n di Dental Corps; a C -dian

dental clinic; the Asaistant Director of Army Postal Services;

and a Postal Section. Die l-A •• 0'''-, • D ~

by o~~DIlD~
0.. -aJPm for OHiac ~lOHO

THE n",COIID U.""NCH, C.II.H••. -.JlU.lL 1~ -ec:
4. The ecords Branch (A.G. 8) of Canadian ~lit ry Head-

q\ldrt.ers, commonly kIlo n s the 4teC(,Jrd or fu:cords errice,

occu;1es space on the o~st ~1de ot the second floor and one

large trans. rae bay near the north end. The ar Diary s..ction

(or Bubsection) has th roo in th north-oi:ist corner.

5. Th Cfficer i/c Records is Lt.-Col. A.M. B.,O tI, V.D.,

!o... mc;:rly of the I I::.H FU"lL1Ehl: (VA~CvlJVli:R GI NT) who as I

believe c lIed from the Hes.r.e of Officer fur thl~ duty. The

liar Diary Section (Cdldd in the Records I;r<Jlch "Records 1") is

under Captain H.lI. JACKSON, THE. I;U<.", 'S Y RK h"IIG_RS (1st

American egi~ent) (.G.). C pt.in H•• IIcKiSU8, of the same

unit, who Aas Iso mention_d in Ot wa in con~ctlon '1th .ar

Di ry supervision, i_ now C~p Ccmm nd_nt, C~nadian ~ection

G.H•• 2nd halon, located ~t FAlUIHAl!.

6. Though I ve h~d som conversation ith Lt.-Col. Brown

on d cuuple of occus1~ns, I va not seen a gre t d 1 of the

.ecord Office kpart ~rom the ar 1ary ~ct1on. ~y impression

is that the sme general system prevails as in the .ecord

• Office at Ottawa.

THL Aft DIARY SECTION

7. I have no visited the ar Di y ;,action three times.

on the basis of these visits I am impressed ith the efficiency

and keenness ith which C ytain J ckson is performing duties

which many people ould find tedious nd th Jlkl.ess. I balieve
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he is do1ng everything he can to est bllsh nd maintain a high

st ndard for th r Dlaries uf Canauian unita and form~tiona

in this country. He realizes the importance of the work, and

1n general ppears to be ~n excul1ent cfflcor for this duty.

8. The staff at Captain J ckson'a disposal la small: one

staff- ~rJeant, one corporal, n iV~li elurk, and (beginning

13 Jan. ~) one st·nographer.

9. oithin tho l1m1ts imposed bl this small est blishm,nt,

Capt in J ekson ba, donu hl utmost to Yducate t units of the

C n..di :y ln the Un1ted Klngdo ln the proc s. of froducing

good or D1aries. H has Lo de Illtrsonal visit ... to k nuru.oor ot

units (.04n exc 11 nt plan hen i'...• .ctic u~~), 1:6.::1 h.... ritten nalv­

idUul letters of ~viee (or mild oxp~stul t_on), and he has pro­

duced ~d c~rculated a number or dO=~t9 for gener 1 gUld nce.

10. In this 1 tter connection, peclal m~nticn y be de of

the p mphlet "The Preparation of ar Di ries" (C ••• H• • , 15 Sop.

40) of hich copy ls anno~ed to th\l present "Oeport. It 111

be ob.erved that C yt.ln Jsckson hore reproduces the terms of

Routine Order Ho. 194, C.A.S.F. (C n.) with commonts do~~gned to

enable the diarist to curry this order into effect to the best

advantage. I also tinnex a copy of the circular entitled

"Comments on ar Diaries" hleh reproduces comments received

from the necord Office in Ottaea concarn1ng originala of

Diarles which d come to hand there. This, it ill b noted,

bears recant date (~6 Dec 40) and aeems calculated to have a

useful eft ct,

11. Cdptain Jackson has so fAr de no tt~mpt to return in de­

quate ar Diaries to their units for mendmtint, but s pr~f rred

instead to send comments upon them hlcb may s rve bS b" sis tor

future illprovement. He bas been influenced in this partly by

th f"ct that postal rr~ng _",ents in this country ha'fe not been

working quite noraally (there huve been fe c ses of di ries

being loat in tr nsit) ~ partly Iso I think by the desire to

avoid antagonizing the unit. concerned.
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number of unit an formation War Diaries.

•

Tn y ere, of course, undyeD in qu I1ty, but in general they

reinforced tb effect of tbose I bad read in Ottawa: t t is

to _ y, the ;t~ndard _ a bole i_ fairly sati.factory. I get

~be 1apression that the iary t xts are being conscientiously

and pretty fully po_ted, 4nd I belieYe that the future Official

Historian swell.; unit bi.toriana will find them ~ore seful

than thd ::.1....11ar l1ocur..ont or th last 1lIIar. That there re ex­

ceptions goes without saying. nom on unit, the ROYAL HAIULTON

LIGH1' n FANT;,Y, bich s been in tbis country for approxiCl<>tely

six months, ~,~ in J.ckscn up to fe d y ago bad not received

CYlJn h 1ngle Morath 1s diary.

STRIPPING OF Fr~S

16. Great aifficulty Ius be n ncu· tered in connection with

one section of Routine Order No. 194 - that directing units to

~or~ard the prQQuce o£-tbe _onthly stripping of files s ppend­

ices to th~ir lar Diaries. Captain Jackson hes made many efforts

to obtain compliance with this section, and OD 29 00•• 1940 the

matter was celled to units' attention in Routine Order No. 389,

Canadian Active service Force ( erseas); neverthales., not more

than about one dozen units in tbe United Kingdom appear to baye

made a s~riouJ effort t co pli~nce. cppt in J ckson is of tbe

opinion that if R.O. No. 194 is to carried out in this re­

spect, his staff will bave to be increased nd perscnnel pro­

vided ho can make visits to units and explain the requirements.

Before long, r believe, it will be e matter for consideration

by the proper authorities bether the r Di ry section of the

Records aranch should not be exp I~dd by th ddition of one or

more officers whoae function it will be to visit units ~nd ssist

them in preparing their ~er Diaries and operating the filing

system.
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• III5CELL.N~OUS

14. It is or interest to note that in th .umm r or 1940

Lt.-Col. Bra arrived at an rr ngament with the .r Orfice

hereby caples at ar Die ie. of British units or fOrIL tiona

operating in ..oclation ith or in pr~xilIlity to C '" di

torces ill be avai ble for ~n dian hist~ric yurposea.

AS C pt~in J~ckson unJ~rst Dds the rr~ement, it means that

copiea of the Brlt1sb Qi ri..s i 1 be 10 ned to en: ble thell

to b r"produced. This r ng.~"nt applies only to ~eriods

ct ,ctive operations. I unierstand t t ith view to this

and other uses, a PQotost~tt1ng .Jpratus i being obtainsd

r r the n cords 'r~cb.

15. Captain J~ckson has adopted the pr .ctice of keeping the

diaries of hlgher form ~lons ill lds ~ ~fo for grll.1t~r 5oJcurlty.

As Jar-General Crerar h d ~uggested that I can ult the .ar

Diary l1ch he kept as ~enior ~frlc~r, C.~.H.~., I sked to

see it, but found that aome time &110 it U cullad b.>ck to
lEtter

Cockspur 'treat und returned to Icton under seul. In the
A

circumstances, Capt in J ckson declc1"d to selld !tIl the copies

of this diary to Ottawa, .1nc" it ~.s impossible to break tho

saala to separate them. I cannot tbereror~ COl ult this diary

her l but it may be presumed th t It ill be IlOSt useful

"ourca fcr future histori s of Canedo's (furt in thi. ar.

16. C P ill Jackson mentioned that he has fcur.ct the pr s nt

system ot registers, by hich ~e.,·rate registers e kept at

•

th raceipt and handling of originsl, duplicate nd triplic ta

copies of diaries, to be a k ard. He beli ves t t it ould

be .~re bat1~rGctory it n arrang ment could be de for

recording on the same page the disposition ot all three copies.

I ha..o the bo,'our to be,

~ir,
Your o~ lent ~erv~nt,

~,~.

(C.P.Stacel) Major,
Historical uff1cer, C••H••




