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1. A further raport is submitted., This dcala
briefly with the "Capadian Corps Study Weok", hold et
BRIGHATON from 19 to 23 Jan 42,

2e At the present tino, seasonal conditions nalke
large=-nonle trainins crercises d.ifficuld exoopt in tho forum
of skeleton Camnand and Signals oxercises,  (An important
exorcise of this typo, fxereise "BEAVER"™, was held under the
direotion of South Bastorn Command on 28 - 50 Doe 41, and
was followed by a finel conference (2 Jan 42) at which the
Commander, South Zastern Arny (Lt,«CGen, 9.5, HONTGONERY)
made sore interesting observationa. See Q.00 .. file
O/EK, DHAVER/1l, and "G" Wer Disry, Odn Corps), In these
oon'itions, Odn Corps 1s comcantrating on Unit and Subeunit
training (Platbéns, tmoops, ot0., 1 Deo 41 - 15 Jan 424
companies, batteries, otc,, to 20 Fed 42§ battalions, reglie
monts, oldy, to Sl Mmr 42 § ses CAn Corps Troinin: Instrucs
tion ffo. 3] 131 liov 41) a3 amended 23 Jen 42 ¢ 0H, ., file
2/TRNG, INSTRN/3, and “G" War Diery, Can Corps),

De As a supplevent to this training programme, and
with & view to the enoouragoment amons the officers of the
Corpas of a thoughtful sttitude towarda the problems with
whioh they must deal, the Oanadlen Corps Stuly Week wms
arranged, and the prosrearme announced under date 25 Deo 41
(Cin Corps Teaining Instruction No, 6 @ O lleHaie rile

o/ TRNG, INSTI/3, and "G" War Diary, Cdn Corps),

Lo This prograrmo provided thot the Study Weelk
would be held from 19 to 285 Jan 42 both invelusive, and that
formations would be responsible for preparation o!’ ABMION-
atrations eud discussions a3 follows

~ 19 Jan 1 &8n Div




20 Jan ¢ 0dn Div ration between Infant
n jattle

21 Jan 1 Cén Army g&ﬁmtm botween infantry
Tk Bde -a

22 Jan 9 Cdn Div

. 2% Jan. Heg Cdn
' Corps

1l Cdn Mv 8. Night Attacks,

De i 4 The "sesglons were held in the Cornm Ex-hange
BRICGHTON, & convenicnt location noar the centre of the (’:orpa
fromt, The writer attended those held on 22 Jan,

Byl Tk The Oorm. Brchange, a large, bare (and vory oold)
auditori\nuﬁmu roon for a large body of officers; and
the Study k was attonded by all senior cormanders and
stalf officers of 0dn Corps, and by commanding of ficers
dovm to and Ingluding Lisutenant-Colonels end 0,C8, of Fd
Coya, ReCeEy The audience sat on raised benches around three
8ides of the arena, in tho centre of which was & larpe cleth
rodol for denonstration purposes, while tho fourth side was a
vall on m,ch demonstration giagm were hm .32.;0:;1.
CRERAR, D ry Corpe Commander, preos & a
Arny Coumander |LteeGen, SONTGOMERY), who attonded Shroughout
the woek, on hils right, Tho writor understands that the
Uy-4n,-0, flouo Paraes {6onowal PAGET) attonded on the conelud
Bg day. : :

7e The Tormation whose twrn it was to domonstrate
pavs 1td arfornaned' in the sentre, utilizins the model, The
dsnon: tration (on 22 2 en, ot loast zm“.tm tho form of a Series
‘of soenes reprosenting suocessive phases o preparation
of an opmtm, interspersed with direct verdal exnosition,
The scenes were presentod with some art and humour (lergely
provided, on 22 Jan; by Brisadier SALVON, coumending 7 Cdm
Inf Bde) and wopresentad amﬂimdoa as "7 Cdn Inf 3de 'A!
Group on Heconnaissanee™, in oh the brigade commander was
seon irspeoting the ground o be held agninst an onooming
eneny armoured Tormation and degiding on the disposition of

his rosourcca,

(8 ATter sach episode the spectators were invited to
eriticize, and .sometimes their scumonts were severe. It was
the business of the officers of the denonstrating formation
%0 rebut these oritiecisms, Coneral Crorar spoo several
tines, as did Genoral PRARKES and Genoral PRICE; and the Army
Commander summed up at the ond of each session, exprossing
his own views on the points at issue,

e ' General Montgomery's final corments on 22 Jan
ghould perhaps be briefly noted,




10, There had been some Adisouasion of the faot that
the AD.1%8, hed not heen present at the conforence at which
the G.0,0, 3 Cdn Div was shown a8 unfolding his plan for the |
defenaive operation, The D,D,M.8,, Cdn Corps, hed called f
attention to this; and the Aruy Conmender oxprosssd the opine
lon that all heads of cerviees should be present at suoh dive
isional oonferences. This, hé said, wes the systen he had
followed while comrmanding a ddvision in Belpgium in 1940,

(It will be recalled that Genoral Fontpomery commanded 3 Div
in that eampeign,)

11, The Army Copander omphasized that W

ed the means of winnings the defensive bhattla, When
hare is no direet means of ohservation, Tire nay be of any
one of three types i (a) S s Drovidad as called for
on aysas close Lo our owm ' _.(b)m_g?,on
more distant areas, desicned to h.‘l.uger the emeny's asganbly
and broek up his aet-nek before it is launched; and (e),

_ isdng fire, dealgned to interfore with ovemy propurations
Goneral HORbEOMREY Poinies oub Shat i She satts ot roth (a]"
en Tontg ed oul An the caae coth (a

and (b), the fire i.sw_uaa!:ea_n unless amonhﬁ:zd. in the
sose of dofenslve fire, at loast ono rogiment must bo enploy-
eg, and better two, hen you can 800 the onomy, you use
observed firo. |

L

12, ' Controversy had deoveloped durins the session
over the beat meang of dsaling with an atteol: dy onemy tani-s,
. Srigadier Salwon had tentatively cdvenced the theory that the
best moang was the provision of a "tanke:rillisng ground” in
the roar of your position. Theo tanks wers to do allowed to
genam'be- thither, and nobvody stationed in front of & fimed
tank destruoction line”™ wms to Tire at a tank oxespt in Sdlfe
dofence. This technigue would prosumably rosult in soparating
the enemy's tanks from his infantry, General Crerar s=2id he
wis dubious of this wethod and of the possibility of effecting
such o separation, OJdeneral Pearkes, while foelins that the
separation could de and must de brousht about, euphasized
that 1T the "killingeground” technique was alopted the antie
tank weapons muct be soncontrated there and not divided bee
tween that area and the front arca,

13, Goneral :‘on y disapproved of the killinge
ground thecry, The way to deal with tankg, he sald, was to
take steady toll of ther as they ate inte vour posi{;im.
Barlier in the day he had remarited that every tank avonue of
approach pust be covered by "at least twa" osholl-firigg weap-
ons,

sy I pathered fran officers who had heen presont
that the demonstrations ented on the two cpening duys of
the Btudy Week by 1 Cdn Div end 2 Cdn Div had boon very suce-
cessful, They spoie espesially of the contribution to 2 Gdn
Div's demonstration made by the Giviolon's new 0.5,0, 1 (It.e
Col, C.Cs UANN), who had combined amusement with inotruction
to the great pleasure of the Army Commander,
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ial lotter addraossed by Lt.,~Gon, Gre | Tonporary corps
. mm&ing

s The letter oontinues :

wo- '3
. 4n the United Xinglom or alsewhere, it is essential that he
“ahould not be under-rated, He has had hoth long training and

- latter, wo muet atbain an sven h standapd of training
. important that sssh oamender, down to the junior lseders,
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LETTER OF GUNERAL ORERAR TO COMMANRDERS AND OONe
¢ FANDING QFFICERS, CANADIAN CORPS

184 Whilo dealing with training guestiona, it
is Jonvenddnt to onll dttentlon to @& : 1 and confidents

ar, to all Camanders and © Officers in the
Canadian Corps, under date 14 Jan 48, The letter will he
found in the "C" Wer Diary of Gdn Corpe, nd R Ou'eils s
file 3/PLANS/1} thepe is no need, themfm, to do more
than swmerize it here. :

16, : It points out that the main rosporaibility now
rooting upon Gdn Cory 8 to prepare itself in the highest
dogree for its vitally tnmm Tole in the "invasion
battle", This Sattle may not take placej yet the invasion
and conjuest of the United Einsdom Lo the one dscisive opere
ation of war left for HITLER to atteupt after his roverses
in Russia, and inowing his oharoteristiocs, "we must antici-
pate that he will be prapa: %o risk all in such a despere
ate atmg” "The ien Corps must bde so prepared for
this bettle that, showld it pventuate, ho 10Ses oil,”

8. Tho old Canadian Corps was a rateh for any
 several Germen Arwy Corps twemtyeiive yoors ago,
There oare po reapons, other than those which should
not be allowed to obbain, why the cmme :4litary supe
eriority should not bo ‘Bgain today, iut,
that superlbdpity will not omms by sitting and thimk-
ing about 1%, It rosuirato be woriced for with all
the ability, strength and determination we possesas,

To snsure beating the y, Waether ho is net

much praetical oxperiemee; to ma o up for our owm lacl of the
than tho dermens possessed in 1940, To attain this, it is
hould train his own subordinates and troopa,

19, T obtain the groatest possille value from the

o & T et o ofF Lo k. s
oing & : X pente of o o8 and 1,0,0s8,

thelr units and training be conducted with units and

subeunits “ag .néar as 7085iblo 4% full stronsths”, To assist
cormicnders with plan% and drafting their programes, are
reangensnts have been made with the Army Cormandsr to loay '
the Canadien Corps for the next two nmonths n nimber of wolle
qualified Beltish "junior wupirea”,

20, © ' This letter should be oonsulted both as an indie
oation of tho prasent problens of Cdn Corps, end m record of
the mannor in whieh Uenersl Crerar has approachod those pProbe

lm uponaumingtho mf._
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; Higtor Offioar (8.D,2),
CANADIAY NILITARY HEAD UARTERS,
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