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| BEPORT Nb. 66,
! HISTORICAL OFFICER,
| Cansadiasn nil!tary Hesaguarters,

Further Haterisl on Educational Programme
of the Cansdlan Army Oversess,

1. This report presents material on the development

of the Pducatlonal Programme cf the Canadlen Army
Overseas, additlonal to that collected in Report No., 53,
dated 30 llov 41,

2. The present Report ccnsists basically of a copy

of a Memorandum on ths Educational Frogramme dated 31 Dec
41. This Memorandum, though signed bty Dr. A.E,CHATWIN,
Director of Rducation, ls, in fasct, slmost entirely the
work of Mr. J.B,BICKERSTETH, Personal Adviser snd Asatstaat
to the Corps Commander (Education)’ (information from Mr.
Blgkersteth). It was prespered previcus to General
MoNAUGHTON's recent visit to Cansda, in order that hea:
might have the sducatlonal sfituatlion at hls [ingertips
during k1s discussions at N.D.H.Q. ¥r. Blokersteth,
however, also had the needs of historicsl record in =ind
In complling 1t,

REMARFS OF TFE MEERORANDUN

S The Mamorandum, which will bve found st Appendix

74", constitutss, in fact, s brief historlosl sccount of
the developrent of the Educationsl Programme. It therefors
necessarlly covers aome of the same ground us Report No.
83, to which three earlier memorsanda by Nr. BlekKerasteth
wers attached as Appendfces "A", "B" mnd "gU.

4. It will be noted that the Financial Statement has
been cmitted, as ¥r, Piclorsteth, who furnished the writsr
with the copy e¢f the Kemorandum from which the pressnt
copy was teken, felt that this section would be of no
great historlical Interest.

5. Er. Blekarsteth polnte out thuet thils memorsndum

Is Blready tc some extent cut of dsts, "the personnel,
for instance, &8 given in pars 3 has bsen incrsused and
there are ope or two changes in 1t". In gonjunctlon
with the documsnts sttached to HReport llo. 53, however,
it mey be taken thet this memorendum provides a fairly
complete accouné of the development of the programme to
the end of 1¥41, For the rzasons steted in the previous
Report 't 1s considered that thezs documents complled
by Mr. Elckersteth w!ll have & specisl impertsnce for
the Offtcial Historian,
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6. The writer has been cautioned agalnst attaching

too much importance to some of the statlstics glven in
Section 4, sub-parss 1 snd 2, A8 noted In Report Ko.

53, there hss been considersble disa;pointment over the
small number of exercises completsd snd returned in
connection with Canadien Leglon courses by comparison
with the number of text-btooklsts lssued. It wlll be
noted that it s stated in Appendix "A" that 18787 Legion
courses were issued up to 31 Dec 41, while up te 30 Sep
41 instructors had bren pald For the correction of only
4820 exercisess, ' 45 each text-booklet conteins several
gxerctszs (for example, text-tooklet Ne. 1 en "Introductory
English" contains five), i1t will be gathersd thet the
nurber of exsrcises returned 1s really very smsll in
gompariscn with the number of gourses sent cut.

ADDITIONAL NOTES O¥ THE EDUCATIONAL PROGHANRNE

7. 'Thse writer has kept falrly closely In touch wlith

a nuwber of individusls concerned with the Educationsl
programme, and cn the btasis of hls conversutlons with
them the following remarks, sdditionsl to those In Fejort
No. £5, may bes set down.

8. 'The general comwents made in the pgevious Report
still apply, e&nd there appears to have béen no very
fundemental change in the sltustion, Tt will te
gathered from Appendix "A" that the accomplishment has
been very considerable, but that those engaged in the
work ar¢ still consclous cf many difficulties snd 1l=m-
perfections., The various "stresses end streins" noted
in the previcus Report are still present, as perhaps
they must slways be in such & jrogramme, but 1t i=
probebly safe tc ssy that the geéneral elfectlvensss of the
educatlional orgenizatlon has steadily lmproved.

S The grastest obatacle to the more effectlive
prosescation of the work has bteen from the beglinning

the insdequecy of the personnel avellebtle. Although

the numbsr has steadily pgrown, it !a atlll considersd
insdequate, and some deleys and difffculties in
satlisfying the demands of the (anadlan troocps for edice-
ticnel services have unavoldebtly resulted, At the same
time it 1= falr to say that only & minority of the
permansnt stalf are people of genuine diatinction In
scademic 1ife, This, perhsaps, wes to some extent
Ineviteble in view of the Improvised manner In whleh the
staff was built up, as described in Appondix "a",

10, The Forces Emfibition referred to in Appendlx

A", Sectlon 4, sub-psra 4, has now taker place, and
some account of it is given in Report Ho. 84. The
Exhibition finelly clossed In LONDON on 7 Apr 42, but

the Canadian Section 15 now belny moved to the ares
occupied by 1 Cdn Corps, where it will be shown in
HAYWARDS HEATH, and subsequently, perheps ,in EASTECURYE and
BRIGHTON. The Cenadian oxhibits, like the rest, were
vary mized 'n quality, but the Exhibition, no doubt,
played its part in the smeintenanve of morale, !n the
exlsting stautic condlitions, byptcatering te men's hebbles
and encoureging them to cultivete arts und handicrafts.

11, Some notes on the 0.0,.T.U. sxemlnet'ons rslerred



to in A, pendix "A", Sectlion 4, sub-pera. 2(c), will
be found in Report HNo. 83,

ig. authority for the payment of the X.U.0. asalstunts
mentlionsd in Appendix "A", Sectlon 3, sub-pars. (b), hus
not yet teen Iissued; but 't fa understood that the
detalls of this matter are VYeing worked cut at the
gresent time,
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{CI.P.Sta%;Jer.
Hiatorionl Officer (8.D.2),

CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTEES,









The request for sush N.C.0. assistants at the r ate of
2 per 1000 was spproved at a conference held In June 41
nt which General MeNaughton and the divislonal commanders
were present. The Canadian Lugion War Services, Inc., by
an agresment with the Federal Goveroment, undertock to
meet all expenses of the sducational programme which means
a very considersble outlay, involving as it does salarlies
of the full-time staff, supplles, text-booklsts, trans-
portation, remuneration of teachers snd general administration.
The Legion, however, hesitated to assume the additional
coat of some 200 E.C.0. assistants. Authority was there-
fore sought from N.D,H,Q, for thelr appolntmwent and
l:fmt with the rank or corporel, A cebls recsived
D.H.O. at the end of De¢c 41 stated that there
was nn obgootton to twe Pther renks per 1000 belng
detalled for educationsl duties provided no expense to
the public was involved and AIf these men were not already
of that rank, the mtﬁg rank of corporal without ey
mlight be conferred.
this rul constitutes a real concession
inasmuch as two hundred men sre thereby put at the disposal
of Educatlionul Services without cost to the Canadlan Leglon,
it 18 none the less respectfully submitted that they should
aid and not seting corporels. It is true that acting
rln ich 18 not allewed glves some status put paild rank
ives infinlitely more, and would scem almoast essentlal
f men possessing the right qualifications for what 1is
admittedly a highly specialized Job are to be secured.
Without question these ¥,0.0.'s are urgently needed for
the balance of the winter and also for the summer months

‘when (es experlence shows) the work does not fall off,

Moreover &8s soon ae the time comes for transferring the
troops back Into eivilien 1life the services of an
experienced body of éducetional ¥.0,.0,'s will be valuatle.

THE PRESHNT SITUATICH,

The educational programme In its brosud cutlines falls
under the following heedings :- COorrespondence Courses,
Classes, Directed Reading, Music end art, Libraries, and
Lectures,

1. Correspondence Coursges,
on CUrsaes «

Ecnndian Leglon courses are by for the most wideljy
used covering as they do work both of elementury and
secondary level (up to and including Junior Watrlculation)
as well as technical end commoreial subjeéts, For the
thirteen months (1 Deo 40 to 81 Dec 41) 197687 Canadian

.on courses have been lssued and 4 are active, as
indicated by one or more exercises submitted within a
reasonable time. Up t1ll 30 Sep 41 Educational Services
have pald eivilian instructors for the correction of 4820
oxerclses and this total will be conalderably increased
when flgures are avallable for the lest three months. In
addition to thls, many correspondence courses which are
now being stud:ni by -oldiara in connectlon with classes
are being corrected by the instructors in charge, but the
totel of these cannot be given until the clusses are
finished and the certificates grunted. At lirst slght '
the number of men aotually sending in thelir work regularly
for correction 1s dlsappointing when compered with the very
large number of courses issusd, but several points should
be borne in mind:-= (1) It is known that man { ‘soldiers
with the sole purpose of improving thelr military effdciency
ere studying thelr booklsts quite systematically but do not
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send in papere. (2) There are many soldiers enrolled

in classes (both academic and technical) which are

supplementary to thelr correspondence courses &and .ake

the instructlion that they recelve in these classes thelr
rimary concern rather than the test papers in the booklet.
3) There 1s always a danger in counting heads. It is
impoasible to gauge the influencs whleh these courses

which 1lie about in the blllets may exercise on those who

have recelved them and others who may plck them up ev¥en
though spasmodically astudied.

(b) Coursse offered by commercial schools.

It was soon discovered that there was a need for many
courses not on the Cansdian Leglon list, and arrangements
were therefore made wlth verious Tirms, who enjoy a long-
standing and envisble reputation in this type of work, to
supply corresspondence courses to Canadlan soldlers at a
specially reduced rate. Foremost among these 1a the
Eritish Institute of LEngineering Technology, and 799 men
are taking the followlng subjects by correspondence with
the B,I.E,T,3~- Civil and Constructional Enginaering Courses
56, Surveying and Building Engineering Courses, 535, Mechanical
Engineering 124, Commercial Engineering and Administrution
21, Eleetriecal Engineering 70, Radlo Englneering 56, General

ingering 16, General Educatlon 14, special courses ln
Mathematics 177. To date 811 exerclses have been recelved.

Owing to the use of the decimal system in the Dominion
1t was necessary to find & Canadlan accountancy course, and
arrangements were made with the International Accountants
end Executives Corporation of Canada end the University
of Toronte to provide accountaney courses whish up to
31 Dec 41 were being taken by 4¢ men, The War Office
accountancy courses have appealed to 20 soldiers and 14 °
have preferrad a course offered by the English firm of
Foulks Lynch.

(¢) War Office courses.

Besides the-tﬁantg Accountancy courses mentlioned in the
foregoing per aph, soldiers are tekring Law, 1 Electricsl
ngineering and 1 Hydraulics.

(d) University courses, ;

The total of 6fflcers and 0,H, taking courses by
eorrespondence In Cenadlen Universities 1s 279 made up as
Tfollowst- Queen's 139, Toronte 117, Saskatchewan 15
Alverta 6, Manitoba 1 and British Columbla 1, The student
pays the fee required by the unlversity concerned, the
contribution of Hducational Services being the provision
of texts and the supervision of the examination at the
end of ths courss.

2. Classes.

a) Voluntary.

Canadlan soldlers attend clesses of three types 1-
(a) classes already operating in eivillan schools, (b) classes
gpecilally organized by Educational Services In such schools,
and (c) classes within units, It is impossible to give
en accurate figure of the number of men attending classes
ag some attend more then one class, and others join in
different classes when changling from one unit to another,
A conservative figure would be 7000. It 1s possible,
however, to meké¢ an aceurate statement of attendance at
these classes coming under (b) &nd (e¢) for whieh the Leglon
pays the teachers because attendance reports are submitted
by the teachers and certified by the Educational Adviser
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