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de This report desle with the plans which hsve besn
made by governmentel mgencles in the United Kingdom for
the preparation of British 0fficial Historles of the

war now in progress. Some facts on this matter have
slrsady been prasented in the Diery of the Historical
Officer, Canzdlun ¥1litaery Headquarters, undsr date

16 Jan 42, Certaln further informstion is now avallable
and g8 more complete sketeh of the situatlion is therefore
attompted,

2. This Report 18 bused on verbal information received
by the writer In & succession of interviews with Lleut.-
Col.s JuSXULE, D.B.H.; (R.B., Het,) und Profeszaor W.K.
HANOOCK, both of the Historical Sectlon, War Cabinet
Secretarlat.

Se An offiaglsl approsch to Cenada In the matter of
hiastorical lislson le understood to have beon made
through the Dominions (ffice and Oemsds House. ¥r. .
Charles RITCUHTE ef Canuds House accompanied the writer
to sn interview with Colcmel YUILE on ¥ Apr 4E. it 1s
balleved thet an officisl dogument outlining the British
plans for Officlal Histeriss 1a to ba prepered snd
forwarded through the Dominions Offlce shortly. In the
meantime 16 $s considered that the informution contained
in the present Report may be of Interest und valus,

4. It should be noted, please, that the informatlion
here presented was obtuined in confidence, and should
therefore not be published w!thout previcus consultation
with the Rritish authoritlles,

CRGANIZATIOR FOR TEX FREFARATION
QF OPPICIAL RISTOEIES

fa The crgenization for the control und compllution
of offlecixl historlse In the United Eingdom, as now
understood by the writor, is as follows.

é, The Historleal Section of the Committes of Imperisl
Duefence, the body which hes long teen charged with work
of this type, continues to exist under the new title of
"Historieul Zection, War Cablnet Secretariat®, (The
Committee of Imperiel Defence 1s inopersative durlng the
presaent emargency). Brigadisr-Censral Sir J..L.=DMORDS

18 Secretury of the Historicsl Section, whlch hss just
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moved {ta main offices from LYTHAY SL.ANEES, Lansssy

ABERYSTWYTH, Cardiganshire (F.0.Box Ro. 7). 1t 1=

believed that Ceneral Ddmonds ias still chiéfly ooccnpied

with the werk of completing the COfficial History of the
Wur of 18l4-1E.

Ts The higher dirsction of the work of preparing
higtorles 1s in the hands of the "Committes for the

Gontrol of (fflcisal Histories", which la understood te

be preaided over by the Fresident of the Board of Lducdtion,
4 member of the Cabinet. Colonel Yule (sbove, pars. 2)

1s Secratary of thls Committee, He and Frofessor HANUOCK
ahare u room In the War Cabinet Officss, LONDON,

8, In sddition, an "advisory Historical Committee" haa
bean set up with & view to maintalining lialson with the
Historical profession and obhainiu? the advice and ald
of eminent members ol that profession in the work. A
dooument setting forth the originsl composition of this
committes ie sttached as Appendlix "A", It i3 understood
that a member from Horthern Ireland has since been added.
Tt will be noted that the Committee iz headed by Mr.
BoALPENIANS, Master of 8t. John's College, CAMBRIDGE,
and formerly Vice-Ohancellor cf Cambridge University.
The mombers sre an extremely distingulshed group of Eritish
hiasterisne, whose names will carry much welght with
professional hlastorisns, and some, perhaps, even with the
genoral publie. The news of the formation of this Committee
;ndD:ta gompoaitlon was published In The Times (Lendon) of
) c %l.

9. The gen¢ral fungticns of the Advisory Historicsl
committee ure outlined In Appendix "A". It is felt in
addition, 1t i1s believed, that by bringing this group of
eminent historisns "into the pleture” some possible

academlc eriticisam mey be forestuelled. hic aAdvisory
Committes has met and has oxpreased its genersl spproval

and even admiration of the steps already taken, as described
below, towards the prepersblen of Offleis] Historles, '

GENERAL 3KETOH OF PLANS

10, The plans whieh have been made for Orfielisl Histories
contamplate what may bs tormsd three maln serises of volumes,
These are (&) & Diplometlc series; (b) a Oilvil series; and
(e) & Wilitury series, dealing with the cperationa of the
three fighting services. 1In addition, arrangemonts huve
besn mads for a speclal serles desling with the Hedicsl
hiatory of the wer.

11, It is cons!ldered that one or more "ksy volumes" will
be requirsd to provide connscting links betwsen the different
neiisl: Gefs, b0 correlate diplomatic events with strateglc
PeLICY »

1. 45 desorlbed by Oolensl Yule, the Intention ls that
the historiss ahall in generel be written in such a manner
a8 to mueke some gppeal to The genersl reasder. The Eritish
off4elal histortes of the war of 1314-18 sre nct consldsred
particularly successful in this respect; and it has been
found that the military volumes are, 1n fuct, of very



1imived usefulness, even In such mllitary instlitutiona
&8 SANDEURST and WOOLWICH, whioh have found many of the
acsounts of operations toco detalled for thelr purposes.

1z, It iz apperently proposed to make svar; effort

ta complete publiocstion of the whole group of hiasterlas
within ten ysars of the conclusion of hostilities, In
the past, in connection with the military volumes, it
hes bsen found thet the comments of participants ufter
the lapss of more than ten years are of very limited
value in the preperation of an historical narrative,

14, It is not, of course, proposad to publlsh any
portion of the hletory of the present war while hostilitles
continue, It is felt, howsver, to be sound policy to
tegin the prepuration of munuscripts now, in order that

they may be published as soon us possibla after the

coming ¢f peacéd.

OFPICIAL DIPLORATIC HYSTORIKS

18, With respect to the Diplomatic histories, it 1s
thought by expsrts that It will be gquite Iimpossible to
produce an adeguate Diplomutic narrative history until

20 or 28 years after the events. Yo dafinits schems

for such & history i1s, therefors, !n contemplation at

the presont time. Plans are limited to the preparation
of volumés of documents mcoompanisd by e brilefl commentary.
This work the Forelgn Office has in hand under the direction
of ¥r, E.L.EOODWARD of All Souls Collsga, QUFORD., It

i1s understood that ths documents down to the ocuttrsak of
the present war have been propsred for publicatien, and
that work i1s proceeding on those of lster date.

OFFICIAL HISTORIES CP CIVIL ACTIVITIES

16. The preparation of the Civil series of historles
will necesaarlily be an enormous and very complicated
task, The preliminary work 1s, howsvar, well advanced,
under the directlon of Frofessur W,K,HANCOCK, the emlnent
Anglo-jAustrallan scholar, and the plan of operations
appears te ba practioal as well as comprehensive,

17, The basis of thes scheme now in progress la the
appointmsnt to each Cilvilian Minlstry of & Narrator who

is charged with the business of preparing an historloal
account of the wertime work of the Einistry to which he
or she ia assigned. Msny of these Einistries (e.g.,
Economie Wurfere, Information, ete., ete.) will presumuably
pase out of saxistence at the conclusion of nostilities,
and 1t 1z ell the mors desirable, thsrafors, that
yreliminary historical work should te done while they

ara apill existence snd functioning.

18. - Thase Nurrators, it 1s important to note, are trained
historians or economists of reocognised stunding in their
professiona. They ares well pald (sslaries running from
£600 to £800 armually, and in one case as high aa L1000).
The Kerrators ere mesters of the War Cabinet Jecretariat
and thelr aslarisa sare provided from the Ufficlyl Histeries
vete. They work under the genarsl direction of Profeasor
Pancook, whose business 1t fs to co-ordinete the whole

Civil programme.,



19. JMarrators are already at work in most, If mot

all, of the Civillan Ninlstries and, in some cases st
least, have mude themsselves useful to the ¥inistries for
current purposes without Iinterfering with thelir historical
activitiss., It is antlicipated, in fact, that in Ny
casos the hilstorical materlal produged by the Narrators
will have considerable practicsl sand immediute value for
the Minlstries concerned,

20, It seems prodeble that the Harrstors are perforsing
for their respective Ministries tasks not dissimilar,
mutatis mutsndlis, from that which the Elstorlcal Officer,
Csnadien €ilitery Heasdguarters, hus sttempted to perform
for the Cansdiun Army Cverszeus since Decerber, 1u4C;
though they ere presumably cowering nct onl cum'cn’E
happenings but wlso the work of the!r Ninlstries from
the outbresk of war, wherses the Rlstorloul Officer has
80 far succesded In dealling with the events of lud:=40
only In a moat sketehy fsahion. Tt 48 understood thut
the Marrators ars given unrestricted access to flles,

21, The volumes of the Ulvil serles will not necessarily
be orgunizod on & basls of one study for each Minlstry,
but will attempt to dewl with Lroad toples which, in some
casea, may touch seversl Departments. For example, it

1s prebable that thers will bs a study of propasgands @
this will touch She Forelign 0fflcs, the Ergfinﬁ Trosd-
casting Corporation, und the ¥inlstry of Informstion.

CPPICIAL SHRVICE HISTORIES

€2, In the volumes danligf with the operst!ons of the
fighting services there wi be an Important break with
pest precedents. For the war of 1514-18, a sepuarate
history was written for each service - XNuvy, aArmy and

Alr Force. The Chlefs of Stuff have ruled, however, that
in the case of the present war thers will be a single
acccunt of each campalgn, which will Include the
operations of ull three serviosas.

23, Tt 18 proposed that the "M1illtery" series of
Historles should consist of three groups. The [irst
will be s "gzeneral conppectus” of the war, wnloh will
presunably be velueble for the gensral resder and will
8180 serve tc correlate the more detalled studies @n the
other groups., The second group will oconsiat of more
detalled acoounta of csmpulgns, The third will comyrise
opeciul studles of Individusl operations, designed
primarily for the benefit of sdvanced military students,

24, The first fmportant campalgn whose history hue been
put In hend is that In Norway (April - May, 1040). On
this campalgn the work is mlroady wsll advanced. It is
being carrisd on In the following msnner.

25. Thres Narrators were appointed to compile "firast
narratives™ of ths army operations in the three lNorwegian
sectors (NARVIE, HaNSCS And AANDALSHESY respectively.

This section of the work has been completed, and the
writer has seen and read the nerrative for the Rau3S0s
soctor, end, &t the request of Colonsl YULE, hus made some
vertul comments ugon 1%, It is bssed upon Wer Diaries

und upon such mdditional documents ss General CARTON de
WIART's final Report, and spprecietlons by Lieut.-Genersl
¥ASSY, who was C.~-in-C. Rritiah Farces in Norway. The



woerk of cospilation has been done at APERYSTWYTH,
where both Army &nd R.A.F, documents are stored.

26. In sddition bto these three strictly Military
parratives the "Historisn" cherged with preparing

the "first draft" of the history will bave tefore Llm
an Alr Forse narrative of the operations (which 1ls

slso understood to have been completed), and a Naval
narrative compliled by the Historlesl Saction of the
Adwiraity. He will slso have s asss of "high lovel”
pepers, which nay or may not ba digested for hia benefit,
which will afford him, presumably, all regulalts
information on high strateglc pellicy and the influsnce
of the Governwent aund the Chlefs of Stafl on operations.

27« Tt 1s svidontly intended that the mctual
first draft of the Norwsglan history shall be written
tmmedlately, with & view to publisation of the complated
history ae soon as possible after the gonclusion of hoa=
tilitles.

286. Attachbed as Appondix "E" 1s & copy of a
vepovisionsl Note for the guldsncs of Nerrators In the
compilation of Pirst Narratives for Historiss of Milltary
operations” which has beon compiled by Colonel Yule.

Tt serves to throw some light cn the procedure now

teing followad.

28. It 1= understeod that work will bvegin shortly,
slong 1lines s=imiler to those Just desoribed, on the
history of the operations of the Eritish Expeditionary
Foree In Francs snd Flsnders during the Spring snd
Summer of 1640.

OFFICIAL MEDICAL HISTCRIZS

30. Speclal srrangements bave been mude with

4 view to the preparation of a Medlical h!sburi of the
wer. These arrangemonts were described s follows in
The Times (London) of 16 Dec 4% 3

To 4irsct the complletion of & medlcsl
niatory of the war an oditorisl board under the
chalrmanahip of the Presldent of the Noard of
Zducatien hes been constituted of representatives
of the fighting dervices, the Minlatry of health,
the Department of Health for Scotland, the Medlcal
Research Council, end the ®ar Cabinet Sscretariat,
5ir arthur deelelty, umtil recently Chief Medlcal
officer of the Minlstry of Health, has been sjpointed
as editor-in-chlefl.

POSSIBLE IMPLICATIORS FOR
SASADIAS HISTCRICAL FOLICY

&l. Tt 1s Interesting to conslder the possible
application cf the Eritish progremme sbove described
te Cansdian purposes, and the extent to which Canedian
historiosl policy is likely to be affected by thils
pro . The following paregraphs deal mersly with
Sepvice histories, though obvédusly the Civil project
s of no less importance.



2. It 15 clesr that Dritish practice is not
neceasarily a gulde rfor Canada in 8ll aspects of

this matter, for Cansdlan conditions differ from those of the
United Kingdom in many respecte. It 1s prodatly desirsdle,
for example, that the Canadian history or historles should
be lecas exclusively en account of operations than 1s
apparently propcsed in the csse of the Fingdom.
Down to the present time the Cunadlian Arsy Overseas has
11ttle operetionsl history spart from two relatively

minor eplacdea: the movement of 1 Cdn Inf Dde and
attachod troops to France In June 1040, and the
SPITZEEROEN operation of August snd September 1Udl.
Hevertheless, the movement of & large force of Canadlian
troops to Britain, the development of the corganization,
training snd equipment of thuat force, and 1ta various
exporiences in Pritein; would be & matter of national
interest even In the unlikely event of itz engaging

in no further operations; le however long and
interesting the narretive of cperations may ultimately

be, these things will continue to buve their place.

It ia obvious that it 1s very difficult to foresee at the
present moment the preclise perspoctive in which the
petivitios of the Canasdlan Army Ovorsseus w!ll bo viewed
at the and of the war.

33, 8o far az can now be jJudged it !s probeble that
1t will bte conveniant !n the case of Cunads to continue
the prestics of produoing sepurate histories of the
thrge Cighting services, slthough in the evont of the
Cansdlan Arzy Oversess participating in large scale
combined operations !nvolving Canadian Alr oend Huaval
Forces scme specis)l procedure may have to be worked ocut
to meet the case.

Jh. It seoms probable, alsoc, that Canadlian resources
would be uneq to dupiicating the thres groups of
histories descrided In para. 235. ‘The third group, at
loust, would probably have to bte left to the labours

of Inmdividusl Investigutors; and the Cansdlan hlstorian
may heave to essey the difflcult task of !rStinf a
narrative not too detailed for the general public, yat
dotailed enough to have some military value.

354 In apite of all differecnces, however, 1t sesms
desirsble thsat the Pritish plans phould be closely
serutinized by Canadlens with a view to the jossibility
of profiting by Britlsh example end experlence,

36, | One aspect of the Eritish progrumme svems llkely
to commend itself to all who glve the matter serlous
conslderation: the 1deu of making &ll posaible preper-
ations now for the publicaticn of comprohensive histories
&t the sarllest poszible moment after the wsr. It seems
1ikely that the Cansdlsn public weuld welcome Lhe
publication,withina short time of the conclusion of
hoatilittes, vl =t lesat & brief cutline hiator{ of
Consde's part in the wer. On the other hand, 1t l1s
possitle trhat the prompt appesarsnce of & Eritish hlstory
might be seds sn cocasion of critlcism in Canada I the Dom-
tatenswas not sguslly beforehand with the matter. .

37 It is cbvious, of course, that from the point
of view of obta'ning effectlve eriticisme of an historicul
narretive from officers who participetsd in the eventa
dsseribed it s dssirutle that the nerrative should be
preperoed st & time when thess officers! rogollsctions

of thoase events sre =till fresh.
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SE. The sppointment of sn Histerleel Officer at
Canadlen Nilitary Headquarters in 1940 mey perhaps be
taken as an evidence of the desirs of the Lanadian
authorlities to provide for the early publication o¢f &
gilitary hlstery after the war, It 1a bellisved that the
Feports so far prepared by the Historical Offlcer will
provide at least a "skeleton" for the complilutiocn of an
outline history of the Canadlan aspect of the svants of
1941-42 In Great Eritaln 3 thet {3 te¢ saj, whille these
fleports are very far from exhaustive it is bLelleved that
not many toples of reslly fundamentsl importance have
gone wholly unnoticed in them., It is hoped, conseéquently,
that these Reports will asve the Officilal Elatecrian both
time and effort when he facées the task of writing the
history of the Canadien Army Oversees.

38. It will be noted, however, that concern with current
happenings has glven the Nistoriecsl Officer iittle opport-
unity to deasl with happenings in 1940, prior to his own
arrival in the United Xingdom. The events of that year

will heve meterial Interest for the Officisl Historian,

and a great mass of important documentary materisl dealing
with them l1s availleble in London. It 18 hoped that 1f the
Canadian authorities wpprove the eppointiment of an Assiatant
Eletorical Officer, as requested some tims ago, 1t may be
poasible to smploy part of this officer's time upon the
preparation of & comprehensive narrative of the Canadlan
overseas avente of 1¥40, which may then be circulated to
officers who pasrticipated, for their comments. Such a
narrative, and such comments, it 1s bellaved, would be of
great advantage to the Off'folel Hiatorlan of the future.

A4 nunber of senlor offi¢srs of the Cunadlan army Overseas
have giready spoken to the writer of the desiravility

of progesding with such & narrative at un early dage.

40, It hes been informally suggested by membera of the
Historical Section, Wer Cablnet Secratariat, that cc-
operation between Erltish and Canadlan historlans might
produce uselful results even In the present preliminury
stage. It was suggested, in particular, that a "first
narrative” of the operations of 1 Cdn Inf PBde and attached
troops !n Frunge 1n June 1640 might be undsrtaken by Can-
adian ¥illtary Headquarters, end & copy placed at the dis-
poasl of the Fritish authoritles; while, on the cther hand,
any relevant smaterial eompilsd by the ritish historians
would rociprouulli be pleced st the dispossl of the
Cenadianss In this way unnscésssary duplication would

be avolded,

41. While it wse pointed cut that such & Cansdian
narrstive wculd necessarily be on & larger and mors
dotalled scala than thcse bctgg prepared by the Eriltish
Histeriesl Sestion, Colonel Yule noverthelass expressed the
opinion that 1t would be very useful for Eritish purpocses;
e Pritish hlstorien of the operations concerned could
use a8 much of the Canadisn narrative as he required, and
loave the rest, The same Junedlsn narrative mlght aerve
as the basis for mor= extended treatment in a dlatlnotively
Canadian history.

42, Vo definite actlion haa besn taken on theéss Informsl
upprosches, but it sedms clear that close co=-operaticn
vetwsen the Pritish historical suthoritles and Cansdian
Military Hesdgquartsrs may well be to the advantuge of

both purtles. JIncidentally, & Sritish account of

Canadian opsrutions 1s perheys more 1likely to be completely
satisfactory from a Dﬂnsnion viswpolnt if based upon a
Canadlen firat narrative.

o

. BN
oo iy
Historical Officer,

CAMADTIAN MILITARY HREADQUARTERS.
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COMMITTEE FOR THH CONTROL OF OFFICIAL HISTORIES.
(ADVISORY HISTORICAL COMMITTER)

CONSTITUTION OF THE ADVISORY HISTORICAL COMMITTEE.

Hots. by the Secretary.

The following have sccepted the invitation to serve
on the Advisory Hlstoricsl Commlittes:-

CHATHMAY .
lir. E.A.Benians., Master of 8t. John'ts College,
Cambridge.
MEMBERS
Dr. G.W.Trevelyan, O.M. Master of Trinity College,
C.B.E, C&mbrid&;e.

Prof. F.¥.Powlcke. Feglus Professor of lodern
History, Universlity of Oxford.

Prof. G6.N,Clark. Chichele Professor of Economie
History, Universlty of Oxford,.

Prof. R.H,Tawney, Professor of [Reconomic History,
University of London.

Mr, H,E,Butler, C.D,. Warden of Nuffleld College,
Cxford; Commissioner for Clvil
Defence, Houthern Reglon.

Mr. J.P.R.Maud, Master of Birkbeck College,
London; Deputy Secretary,
Minlstry of Food.

Professsor J,D,Mackie, MC, I'rofessor of Scottish History
and Literaturs, University
of Glasgow.

Mr. E;H.Caryr, C.B.E, Wilson Professor of Internstional
Politica, University College
of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Mr. C.T,Flower, C.E. Deputy Keeper of the FPublie

Raecords.

In the first place the Committee will be asked to advise on
such subjects as the planning of the 6fflicial Histories of the
present War, end on the selectlon ' of historians and wrlters,

It 1s not intended thet the terms of refsrence of the Committes
should be limited to these points alone; many more will undoubtedly
arise from the Committee's discussions, while¢ others again will

be referred to them from the Maln Committee,

(81gned) J.S.YULE.
Great George Street, S.W.l.
8tE DECEMEER, 1941,
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provisional Nete for the guldance of
Yarrators in tha ecompilation of TFirst ¥arratives

for Nistories of nilitary Operstions.

Gensrsl Scheme of Writing the Historiesa.

1. The method of compiling final Nistoriss of operations
which has been evolved in the last 20 yeers by &ir James
Bdmonds, is s follows,

A first nerrative 1s complled by & narrater, or narrstors
from the primery documents. This is then sent out, with sketeh
maps, to offlcers and others who took part in the operatlions.

It has besn found that velusble information is recelivad if

the purticipsnts sre given & etery to erlticise, The comaonts
are exsmined by the narrator who seocepts or rajects theom,
according te his knowledge of the documents.

The first narretive 1s now reedy, und from It the
kristorlsn can write his first draft of the history. This
first draft cen then be sent for the comments of higher
gormandsra, When those ars received the historian produces
his final dreft. It iz useful to nave thia finsl draft read by
Bomeonerwhorhas thad=o ccneern in the story so far. When
his remerks huve Lesn remelved, !t 1s sent to the jress fer
galley proofs, page proofs and finally for putliecation.

It f{s imsaterisl whether the historien le s different
porson from ths narrator. If the historisn, us is sometimes
the case, '3 bto garry the work through from start te finish,
he must stlll zo through the process of yroducing & firat

narrative.
Tus Pirast Nerrstive.
2. The first narretive must be full and clear, and an

objective feotusl account of opersutions., There need Ly no
pretentions to literary stjle. Griticism wuat be avolded, =s
1t 18 undesirsble that perticipants f'rom whom comment la
tnvited, should bave their feellngs hurt, or otherwlsa; nor
should they be given a line ss to Lhe nature of the commenta
required from them., Al the stuge when thelr comments ars
being sorutinized it mey be desirahle to make criticlsmecl the
operstions to gulde the histerien.

The object of the First Narrative is to jresent the
historian with 211 the facts essentiel to the full story, In
cnaes of doubt the Farrator should érr on the alde of being
too long rether than toe short; since, while nias narrative
csn easlly be condensed afterwards, sxpunsion of uny partioulsr
point involves ths lengthy process of referring sgain to the
original documents.

The Dogumésnts.

D The socurcez for the first narrative ure the following
primary dooumentsi-

(2) In Commands, Formations end units -
The War Dlary,.
{t) In the War Office -

(1} Branch War Dlaries;
-1-



(11) Telograms;
(111%) Intelligence Susmarivs;
(1v) genferencos, minutes, end alde
memoirs of important conversations;
(v) feglatered riles;
(vi) Correspondence by Members of the
Army Counecilg
(vil) Correspondence of the Sscrestary of Stats;

{viil) Prime Ninister's ¥inutes.
(e} In the War Cadbinst Offlces -

(L) Chiefs ol Staff Committee minutee and
_ papers.

(11) Defence Committes minutes snd papers.

(111) Cabinet minutes and pepera,

{iv) Directives and minutes by the Prims

ginister and Ministar of Defencs.
{(d) Personal dilaries and reminiacences.

G The narrator will compilo his first narrztive,

in the main, [rom formation and unit dieries. Although
these are =11 priwary documsnts, zhci will vary in
value, which may be classified as "i", "B", "C" and 20 cn,
aceording tc the sspect of sn operation which 1s under
consideraticn. Por instance, the "informatfon svaileble"
will come from intelligense suwmwarles, reports durlng an
opersticn, confersnce notes etc, The sppreclation and the
final sslection of the plan will be found in confersnce
notes. The intentions of the Commander will bs In the
Operation Orders, Fer all these, formetlon dlaries will
be prisery documents "aA". For the nsrrative of sn actilon,
the Unit Wer Disries sre the only prirary documents "a",
and the s can only safely be written from them, It is
trus that the courss cof the operstion can be followed
from the information recelved, saj at Divislonel
Hesdguarters., The Divislon Wer Diery for this purposs,
however, is a primary document 'S', tut will of course
form & uselful index.

Qensolidetsd report on opsrations compiled after
this events cen never be graded eabove "g"s In general
the higher the formation reporting, the lower the grade
of the report.

Tha terme of rofersnce of the Offleclul Hletorlee
18 to descrlbe operations, so that the work of the Hojyal
inginesrs, Royal Signals, ete, and the "Q" arrangements,
; ess8 of u spectal interest, are not te bte writtan up
n full,

A11 dlaries nust be read, Tt 1s surprising how
helpful even the dfaries of non-combatent units may be
in plecing togsther the general ploture and providing
useful slde lighta. Apurt from this, the H.E, diaries,
for instsnce, produce luteresting indlcatlons of whet
troubles are foresesn; while the Slgnala dlarles ars e
velueble gulde to the posltions und moves of Headquarters.

Method of Work.

Be The method of work of « narrator is lergely
individusl and must be evolvad by himself. In the first
place he must obtain & general !dea of the course cf
operations and divide it up into phases, The flirst



broad sweep of this can be done beet from the Commander's
Despaten. It may éppear cynicel Lo remark that thnis le
probubly the only use of bthe Deapateh to the historiang
but the Peppatch 1s a secondary document which 1s

normelly published while operations are =till in progress.

The narrator then desls with the phase day by day.
The Divisional dlarles will be found & useful index to
ahow what units are enzaged., ‘The narrutor will find
that all the dlaries are curlously self-indexing und full
of eross-refersnces. The steps are to get the informatlon
clear, the Orders (Corps, Divislon, Erlguede) clear and then
the acticn clear from the unit diaries.

6, For esch day documenta should bte selected for
reproducticn In full es appendicesa. The first cholce
ghould be generous and before the dlarles are put away
twe copies should be made end filsd. From these the

final cholce will be made for publicatlion.

The narrator too, while &t work on the dlerles,
should note the aubjects with which they deel so thet s
subjsct Index can be complilesd while the dlarlea are under
sorutiny. It im for consideratlon wheth«r the mcre
important plaze names should nct be deslt with In the
sume way. Thesa notes will be passed up to & clerk lor
the compllation of the Index.

Qerteln generul notes and instructions for the
use of abbrevietieons end aymbols will VLe feund 1n the
appsndix.

Wis Sketeh meps should be compiled es the work procesds,
The tmacer wlll produce & skeleton from the maps

aveilable on which the narrator can plot the positlions of
units and put in all the place names which occeur In his
narrative. A tracer has not previcusly been employed

at this stage, and 1t will be & matter of evolving the
best way in wihich this should be done,

It has been found that these sketch maps &re s
usalful checlk on the nerrative ltself.

Fapes and aketehes required for the book will bve
compiled by the draughtsmen from the rough maps, under
the dirsction of the narretors and the hlsteriasn.

L fihen several narrators are working together, 1t has
besn found better for eech to follew up the actlons of a
formetion or on & sactor of the Front; rather than for
narrator "A" to do Z dayy "M, Z # 1 and "C" Z # 2, and
so0 on, over the whole front. The flrat method makes for
| continuity of narrative and of Intercst to the writer.

Coneluslon.

. Ye There is no short cut to the compllation of the

first narratives. They will be kept psrmansntly in the

' Historical Seetlon end perhaps in other ssleoted plsces,

| and be availebls, in the futurs, for the student. When

I the narvator has finishsd nis first narrative he will

Be the leading authority on the operationswith which he
has dealt end will have read more war dleries and
documents on the subject than 1t Is goed for any man to

' read sgein, The student in yesrs to come willy nc doubl,
chock portions of the narrative, and, when he finds 1t full
and accurats, will feel tliat he cun trust the remalnder.
H1s thanks, slthough e may be only abls to eapresa them as
prayers for the fulthful departed, will be the narratoda

| ultinate rewerd.
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