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R":PORT No. 68

F1I~"'ORICAl OFFIC:~R.
CdlADIAf 'ILITARY tl~AD....t'APT .P'

CANQiI...J,.ED
29 Apr 42

Vls:t of ~&tr Uajoatlo8 7ho ring and
~:e6n to Ifth Cun~d1an (Armoured)
Divis'on, 24 Apr 42.

-------------------------------------
rro~rO$S of CanadIan r~ourad Formations.
----------------------------------------

1. Ihl,s iie.;.-ort don18 with the v1sJt yaid t;y 'rhelr
aJel!llle~ tnt> 'King and 'iucen to 5 Cdn (.,rmd) Div in tue

\L['Sr.t:fi(lT tlr8a on 24 ,\pr 4)... In add! U on, the oY,lortll.ntt.l'
1s taken "r eOlrlrfling sorr.s notes on ttll! jJreeent stt-te of
the C"nlld1lln "rlrOu.l'Od FOT'Dlutlons now In thll!1 countr,)'_
Tbese Formations are or course 5 Cdn (Ar~d) Dlv, wnlch
arr'ved 1n t~6 Unltod vlnidom In October and Sove~l6r,

1~41, Lnd 1 Cdn Ara~ mk rde, which arrlv~d at the ~nd of
J<mE:, 1 .... 41.

RC"lllL VI"":"'" '1'0 ::1 TJt C DI;,tl (f.fYCUF .0) DIV

2. Their "aj6st1es 'fhe King and Queen nlade th~~r

Clr.::;t vlllH to () Cdn (r,rC'ldl 'jv on 24 Apr 42. The wrltlJr
W!lll ..resent .·th the F.'R.0. ps-rty rrCl~ C•• 1-: •• , "nd llaw
most of the events of the r,rogrG 'T'S.

.... The Ro:;u.l llL.rt}' W!.IS escort from t~<e Jully
}urIr.er Inn II.t ft"':CT f1T to ,"ueen's "atbde, f' fl"I!OrIOUJH, b:t
n travel lIne escort of 1 Cdn ~rrnd C r ~e~t 'r.C.D.)
tJquipped .",.1 th i,rmourod care anI! scout car~. t 't,UI;l n' s
Par do, the -'na and Queen were met ty ~jor-J~n~rnl
<l!, ,01.('.0. f> edn ("T'rrdl Div. L!.6ut.-Gener.lll
'c" '";'T':, C.' .C.-1n-0. FIrst Ct..n d'on rff''3', nnd
ujor-G neT't>.1110}!;T ~U~, SenIor ('ffleer, Canad1kn 111tlir,)'

Ucadqu rtere, were e.l~o ~resent.

... On e,ueen's PhT'&.de tne "'ng bno ueen insptlctud
a OUQrd of Honour for:rl;d 'ty 1 CUn ,rmd Car F.e, t ilnd
th6r~arter ~asaed through a long l~n~ of D1visional
troops drewn up wIth the1r vehicles behind t~HI • At
the far end of the l.arll.de Tho'r ~~jeetitlS 1nsp<:ct",d the
Division's e'ght Arwoured CO~ll.nd Vehicles. ThO! did
not, hov,evar, trlll/ol 1n one of theBe to the l'6xt &h.. olnt­
ment ~s yrovlded 1n th~ ~ro~ramme.

5. The lnl!.lect1nE, ttrty now I-'roc(lodtld to Stur.hOil s
arade, wh~re, after passing throuph thtl CA~~ FRETCN

H"!.'JiIt 'D P., the J)1v1e'on'$ F rId Euttll.l 10n, tbey were
reeted hy rr' adl ...r .~OPTC'~', com kndln the Su,..port

Grou~. ~d 1nepected 11 Fd Re~t, P.C.A. ~ls reglre~nt
made bn extr8~e1y smart ap~6arance on ~ar6de ~nd
llut8equently m,rched ~uet wIth sr~Mt prccte!on. Thetr
• ajesthHJ th~n watched 4 rdY' A.'!'k Re~t practlsln' g:un
drIll at the ee~t end of t~e 8a~e arade ~round.
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adJe.cont ba.rracks they Ins,Oiocted 2 Cdn J..rrnd LOB, lIO"

comu.2nded by [rlgadibr C.R.S.ST~I~. They Bh. 1n succession
9 Con Arr.:d Regt (FRITTSli COL UlNA DRAGOOl;S), ~ cdn f.rmd Flegt
(Gr,v h \.iP a-.'lt:R. LIS ECf\S:, GU, FD3. er.d 5 Coo Arn.d fl."/: t
(6th PPINCESS LOUISt. I S N~'rY EPtJN~"rcr P.US~i"FiS). These
units were disposed on their pQr~de grounds with vhr10ue
actlvltl~s In pro~res8. ~ncludlng clasaes In & ~roat

varloty 01" su't'jects. 'fhtdr tanks wert! /olho to be seen,
the t)pes inspected ~ncludlng the Ram, the veneral Lee,
the General St~art 6nd tho ~.2.A.~. ~ubseq~ently a
vIsit was pald to the p ::nTH fLOT, the eter En littached
to this brlgnde.

..!iT ~llNCOf' !!{' :CT1"TS

7. The ReylOl Party lunched at i>1vls1onul leaoG..'.lll.rter~

(The Roy til Pavllton, "ldershot). ';.'h~ro&.rtur the~' iJroceeded
to PI.:.flR_P": T H t'S:... not far fror.' Fl'.:r... I.\ , whtlre tt:ey
saw 1 ~~~d 'de COY. fl.C .••C" lrbu~!ng tulk bnd las'.llng
ratIons. They then .. rocedd&d to rlit: ~l... :0 t.O!li.

C. !1ere the Royal Purty Idft tbl.<lr cara on the
su~l t of the h11l on the north !llde of tria COll.1 .on.
1 Cdn Hrmd I;de (Ed, .d1or T.J.fi ,TH•.HF: RD) 'NOlo!) dr/J.wn uiJ
below, 111"0 Thetr . llJastlB~ t.;ok the: ealutd of the t-rle;sde
from s stbnd on the brow of tr'd- hill. Thorelli"tcr they
wstch.. d the triglS.de'IJ tuni<s !,>r.d ckrders, wilich hkC. been
d19j.iosed .1n line along the sUlWlt of tt,e r'd'El border1n.
tbe east s'dtl "r t.n~ COr.Illlon, descend t~'e h1l1 at sVeed.
'J'h&~r I ajol'ltiee thr.m walked down tta h~ll and 1I:'sOJ6cted
the l!rl :bde. 24. Lt fd Amb. R.C.A •• C •• :2 Cdn {,rmd Re"t
(LORD S-:RA~cr",,'.~ nop~,: (f.e.)), 6 edn Jtrr1d Heet (1st
HUSSARS) and 10 Cdn Armd Rest (FI'R'1' GM'i.FiY lIeRsE), wers
~ucce~~1vely Ina~ectdd. en~~~ed in a wide varletl of
8C tlvl t1 03, ranging from box!n£, through tns true tion 1n
map read~n8 and ~un~ery> to cooking. T&nks of various
types dumonstrated the'r hill-cl~"bin~ c~;aclty. ~t the
end cf tl,~a v1att TheIr a.j",stles had un o~portunlty of
making a close inspeotion or a R~ tunk.

9. The day's .,rograT.l:;e ended wIth a 'lor; ~uccessful

series of ~il:"'onstro.t·on3 ': y the W~T:.:lr~T.R R':CI' ..··T
(1)'otor). the lotor E'uttallon of 1 Cdh .'l"I-.d ""dc. on the
north end of FR ::"SH CO~ OI. H(lrts t'he ... ,;een rez::a1ned
behlnd while T e Ylne nd tl18 rorr.alnd<fr of the Ins!-'ectlng
Party enter<,':td l.ren Curr'er~ 6.nu W\lre tl;..... en en b. r¥,J1d tOlJ.r
of th nc:,rth ene, r the COm'lon 1;0 5tt<ll t.he QOreonatl'lltions.
Thes6 ~ncludcd a very reallatlc re..,resentut10n cf the
ambtJ.shing a.nd de3triJc t 1on of an iln~:. y t,,-~:: .,<l trol lJr8Ctsuttd
by motor-cyclish; an att-.uc' bi a 1111;1.toon I.lslng practice
~renadeai and 8n errect·v~ demon3tratlon of dotu8s1nb and
Deployment by a D:.otcrized corr.J.&n~ whose jJlu.toons 'fI'ra trou.:ht
to the front In truc)(s und Cllmtl into act~on .1th ..rtm ·.m~

and 2-1nch mortars with grbst r&~ld!Lj. Thls unlt'g
prOframmochnc1uded wIth ~ conceal~unt exorc1~e 1n which
8 l8r"0 number of soldiers, concealed on ...tat a....~ell.red
to be ~ bare hl11s1d~, revealed the~8elvas ~t the blkst of b

b;.le;le and rushed for.l;lrd Lowkrds the ftojs1 'arty.

10. ~'h8 w8kther was favouratle. beint brl_ht tt,ough
cool and trGezy; and this 1nspect~on .&5 In general a
most 3;.1ccessful Occ8s~cn. ,~hlJ.s teon octed tn e",rl!or
11 ,)Ort:> (e.g., 10s. lb-, ~7. 4£' 811d ,,0) vlslls ~ald bj' the
flC,i'al Ft>.,tly, snd j.i6l.rt.'cularly by lIel' liaJtt t::" ure deo1dtldl J
apprec 1atl!d 1 y the Ctmadlan troops. and protally I.ls:,- a
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Jl1litl,lr1al art on t.l-je rr.tnttlnance of &or.le durir.·· L, Er

j r"aer.t st/ltlc ..t.rlod.

11. ':'he d"J'a &.ct~vltlots let't t, ~ ~.,8Ctllter:1 with a
l~volJ sense of ~e healthy ccno't!on of Cdn ( dl _lV,
wl:Jch .. rdaented t!':.e a.!,earance of - 4 ..m Il.nd e (1elent
formatton lIkely to give a Food account of 'teelf In ~he

field when <.:lvon an o1\vortunHy. "ltni viJry fJJ,.r froUl
OOlCplete ~n eq... I,,""ent. 1t no....o<ise~se~ tmoU~h to enalle
It to ~ke &. reb.ecta~l. ahowIng cn an occa~lcn of this
sort. ':'t 6eneral 8;;'1'1 t or tho en &.y..,ear(;d to e
excell~~t, ~n~ n the attsr of ~marlnee. en ~arace tro
.~lter t~c611s no ZanMQtan ~:t au ericr to 17 ~dn F.~ t.

PP(\~R ~ O' T mer LI ( r 01.:[: !») VI I N

1... :a ~ns...ect'cn rroree a ::cnv¥ni nt o..... crtW11t~
for b.slle,u~nf\ he. rogress ",de 'J () t,;d (.~d, tv :;'r:.co
~ts arrlvlll 1n t ~a country lkst aut~. The facta .t-'r~sontCld

1n "ho ~&ra r~~ha ~ lch rollo. ar~ ~xtrbctcd from the relev~nt

';, .1I. r'les,

Iv. So tar illl tra'nini is ocnoorned b rOt,ort ~&dfl

t;, G.;n",r I S l ~ l!' as of;)1 car 42 ( • , •• ,... rlltl 2/5 Ii D
DIV/I) nOUld t:J.8 tact t.lat 2 dn r. d Ede W'loS co:osidorall"
lea~ advanced than I Cdn r~d d~. This was attrlb~t~d

chiotl) to tte tact thMt the fo~~r ••s aocomuod~t~d 1n
q~~rt~rs over relat'vel; lar e breaG (1n tho H~G~R fu,
and sllbseq<.lently In the EHIl!! ."D, ro..,ions) w!lile the latter
.as concentrated in Lrzr:: ~T und hau betttll' tr.~nlng

racll~t~ea avallahle, tfeetlve 1 ~~r 4~, therefore,
tho two l:r\Fades .ere 1nt&rchan~ej. Qrld tt 'e, ho;"ed t .•at
2 dn ,.nr.d cCli Olin now "'!ill'1!I <.I, t ts lost ro..:.!"d.

H.
Groi.lp
There

~l& state ot t~6 r1fle battu11~n of the SJ~tort

(C p" I:lF TO" HI !'T.• 0 RSj ~b.lI noted u unaatidactor;;.
hR. now bum 8 ohQnge of com 4lnd 1n thIs unit.

15, t:n AT.,;2 the tu!c trM~n'ne .. r'od .'L 'n the
D:v'slcn lA eon OC .. lotod, an.. ere:....nd troop tr,,1nIne
hQ3 been In .ro~oss '~ tte ~r oured ~e 1 ants and ~o~rcd

Cnr orri~ent slnoo 1 r. Furt~~r ,ro£re5s de~~nds in
groat )/&rt on t e nv.nal::ll1ty of equ1lJ ~nt; but u_nllJ'1o.1
<"'anse-Irls 1'o.:ort, ment'onud Io.bove. conoludod w·th the
followIng euor-ar,

:;.bject to t'1. H.1tatlons of 0G.. t <il1d t.:.e
ava,'lal:ll:l:f (If 10atra' COl1I'Sll*, it. Is oonsidered
that Ll l~ J~ 42 the Dlv .boula te r~&d~ cr
oollectlve tre on a n'v basIs.

1 • r ROEL~... oms notes n tho rro -ress
a:ade 'n Cd.n ( .r"d ~v d.a-!ng it6 CIl,rlJ :.ontt.~
In ttl.~lI country '11 "0 four:d·n R ~ort No. 62 (22 Flil't' 4£).
SInce t nl Re.-ol" W l'l writtel'l, 0 e Can"d! ..n-~de taM '.nowl"". ~a

tha Fam (really 0. COJrob!natlon ot the J'Hleh "Crl1u,d",r"
er~ICler ~ d t u erlcao -. Mtldlum) h~e begun to 6rr!vd
in tJ'.!e count.ry, the fIrst two t:olng unlolldl;ld during tI,e
woo" nd!np: 7 81' {'.- (see 1•• 55, C "II :TTY to D_:, R,
e r 42 - c. • •. roe-rosa P.e.ort tor t 0 wett' ). .s of
~l ar 42 (eoo ¥pend'x tn ·er.or 1 na IS r'¥ort &lr.6d
reterre to), t e Dlv1B~on foseoesed t~n's as tollows :
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r.• I II
Otlneral L•• 42
Generlil stuart 5
12 .. 4 5
A.". Lt Ta.nk •

17. The "R~ I" 1a the ~ar.lid:.n cruIser wIth
2-poundElr un. (Thv "R<IJII. rr, of whieh none have jet
been rocolve~. wIll -ount a -po~nd&r.· e "'ener~l

ee" is the aer'cli.n 1:-3 ed'w. mounttn a 75-
gun ~n t ., off std. end a 3;---, gun fn t • turret.
The" ttnerlil "tUArt" '3 tl:e #.r.tlrlclUl -v L',ght, .'
37- . £;JJ1. The" 2 ...4" 18 Ii. 0' 'liLl l'iVt 4!Dttr'can
h.nk, out cr wl;.'ch t:.e " tUf:.rt" 1Ii8.e- devolo ad: !.t la
• tr~'n'ne vehicle on1). ~e" ..Lt r~n~" ~a t~~

r't'sh k. VI l' t ttcnk f'!t!ed wHh tcur 1&11-",. Ie
L. . 'l•.

IS.
Toapvcl
folIo••
AJ.r 4~.

the .reaent slt;,u,.tlcn 1n lc.u O!vL.~cn .itt
to hold1~. of II. oW'tod flghtlno v{Iclcles is "'.
(~lv'~lon'a ro£l'••a e~ort tor .eek ending 25
C. •.. . flle i/l'R fl 55/1/4)

Ram I 2g
ut;nuThl Loa 45
~:'en.. • Stw:rt 6

2 ....4 7
. . It Tank 01
r.oured C5r~ 21

evon F~~a and three ~eneral Loea wero TJcd1ved during
the woek in question.

1 • In ctorr'erl!l the 1)1vl:don ~a ah::oat com,_,let •
eer 1 0ue deflo'enolea ex'st~ng on1 1n the r~.ld cf
univeraki mortkr carr!era ; h ro the est~t11ah ont c~lla

for 16, tut : t caaaesee no-ne. "t 11 00 jJlete 1n
2_~ oundera and 2·~nun ~~ ~.Tk guns. It at~ll ~oaeeaau~

0n11 1('4 • i.'k rlflue ",g",lnat an estal'l1shr.tlnt or 44.u.

2C. Tho q o.tlon cf when the nlvl.'on e n ~~come .n
o~erf.t1 "al c:--.at'cn ·s th .. a trla'nly U It'e.tter or tIle

¥rovle 1cn of t~n' s, The DivisIon !8 to to 6Qui~~ed wIth
Jlal':lll and .~ the li.rrlv&.l or PaTrIS frc:!l Clonl&d" nvolves
not erely t • uau 1 d·ff~c~lt'.a attond'nr an ~Qr1y

~ttlge If .:rod-.lot'ol", tut abc the acdt:td d'rrlc.l1tJ of
f'nd'n 1 pIng a;.>ace ea I'ro' 1.,,,, w' 'ch ~a i'l:trtlcu1ar1y
aerious at ttta !tO,t ntl, 1t c1ebrly clt.nnot be cOrrl,.ltlted
for '0 e tttle t;o co e. It had btlfm hor-ed t'llt it m1 lit be
htle t Join t~1!I knudlan ovcrKt!onal Cr or of .• tt1e
't>y 15 Jun 4. • l::;lt 1n arch, during h1s '11lll't to unadb,

IIn6r.. 1 c. It !, rOV~6W6Q t·,~ scl'u;d 10 tor d"l':'vurhle
of Lbo R II, knd c~oided th~t it w.e nlloeasar~ to r~t

back the date to 1 ,. fj 01<:, excu~.t U,Kt 1 Cdn _r:nd oe
might "go 1n 8ur11er" on t.IC Qsta of t .. oNlrJ equlJ,.1 Elr t
w·tll Jo.mer'Clin t n S, 'r the W.1· "r(100 • u1d rna 6 tlles~

avanat1e (Tele ra..c:a D Fi tc C","'IilILITll. ,hl6 ..nd
113, latter d ted 12 ~r 42

21. 'tn rea eot t t!l tter it d t thd enor.l
state f the D1vtst 1"', ft .~ or 'ntereat to note tile
cono1~dlng Ar& ra.h cf a trier re~ort on 1ta at.te of
tra .,lne, 1!:Ilade to .. Fe.al I" o ..red Cor, I! , 't,l lI.Jor­
en.r 1, , .• ':-. 2 rlllO..red rr ~. ':J ,.r 4i

(". • 11e 2/<:. J! D mV/l). It T-.I!'IS a ollowa

7. rClJ" what I knew of th8fJft'c~rs.ndmen
0'" th's Dlyis'cn, &J':IC the'I" ke nnes:!! to t8



tully fIt for wur, I ~m surg ttot thIs st~te

w'll be re~ched In a surpr slnllj sheri time
after ttla rece1pt of Ule'r eq:..ilplTltmt.
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122, It 4S ecnvenlent In th1a .r-laee to eomptle
ate.. notea also on the .,tate of I Cl3n "r 'j! a,
.t·ch was t' a f 4 rst Canao'sn a~ourod fo~at'on to
arr1va !n t"i • countr)'. Itaho:J.ld & noted that ta
s·tub.t~on Is lot k,r'e:'!tH::t 4.ult d~ftar4nt from t li.t
of Gdn(rme) -''I • ..... !:Tank Z'liw !Stl ..lly
o~arat'onal to~~t'on .. d 'a ~n t e rder ot ttle
of 1 Cdn ~orps. w't~ a~ lm,ort.nt rela 'n ted tonco
of en (r"'d) 1'1 is at'll !n ... TCCClS, f
mob'Hzat'on and 'a \6Dd.;:r co knd of C, .ii,

23, Tt !ollau· that 1 dn r" l d& 18 vtrt..u.ll ..
.tall" acp,il'>-'~' (n ttJ.s r... tt r aee Ro.ort .a, 6,.)
ThIs c ~t'an, bo.~ver, Is nat .~thoat e~~lpm.nt

J.rratl Jr', ar'sing 1l:8'n1i ~t of a milch nlc..1
d~ff1.e.J.lt1ea encount-red w'th tt.u h.J.rct:.ill ta- •
with wb!ch 4t 's e~~ipped. Tbes. t.n~a ~.vv devdlo~C1d

a~rlous defects 1n ge~~-box~3 *~d clutch~a, .lto tuu
cona.,uence t~t a congider.tl~ ~roportton et the
lrt ade'a t n~a ~r6 ua~ll1 "olf the r06d~.

24. The n r.l P~rort t r Con errS cr .~O

.n~'ng 2~ et 42 akea the followl re~.r

1 Cen r y ~ da 0'. hold leu Ch~rc~tlla ~Td

~ Ccven~nt ra. 06 A.~.~ank r~ce1v d railng
':.1110 nC'w hl!:ld. >'elll t ..n a are 'tetn lut 'r,te
r.mn·n~ shA"e a c,ulckl)' Ill! oas'tle. t:p,,-re
.~rts ·r ently ncec~d to M-a tun's tMttlew(rthy.

The
t';e

en brill Pe.,ort f'or we a' onding oil ar .0::
further rettkT' a~out t~'a f~T~~tlcn

T~n atr~ngth of de - 1 7 C uToh11le of wh1ch
43 nul or action - 2 cruiser tMnka - 2
'an'lI •.. , Cc~" I :dn ,rr<1 Tan' de v~.! t6d
!. Tn; rall'srdl ng 5j,eTC ,urta for Churcn1llll, lond
us result of ~12 V~tlt f~6111 a~~re parts c~n

no. t., mOJ'" l'ead!ly obtu ~ nod.

2,). D:J.rlng the w","K: ond1~ 18 .pT t2, tliU t.rl <lae
rgce1Vud one Churchill tl.;.~k kk III, mounting It. 6-pounduT

un. Two actdlt!on 1 Covunllntor cruiseI'll lII~re rucdlvud
durIn, the woeK: ond1ng 25 it r 42.

2~. rhe rS till t)' 101<:.10 s 1n Io.r OUTfJd £i htlng
va 1cle~ 8ra ~iv&n _cll0.~ 1n the sr ffice State
,oor:;;i_~q~,~,~p"m~""n""t--,-"""""~"-,.,8'-"ct,-,2clc8,t'-OIC"r"',1,,-. I tl4 2 .... R.~.'Jtill te '
ients

C :rcl.1l1e 1/4.
OVdnanttlre 4
• •Lt lil.n s 2
~O-Jt Cbrs ,)7
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Churehtl1l1 In action for th'. eXl;lrclao. It la
undllTlitrod that the brigade ~ut In an 6fltictlve ~ttbck

south of HORS .oM on tht: evening of 2~ A:r:r 42 nnd ."11
lnlltrWl\ental 1n forclng the wtthdr...tlof the "enemy"
force (represented by 1 Odn Div and attached troo~8l

to ita bridgehead on the coast.

28. It S8ema to to k 'en~r~l orinlen t~t 1 Can
r y Tk fde ta 8n efficient formation .cd In a very

healthy atate. This was a1ao the writer's own Im~re881on

during hIs r~c8nt vialt to the brl~&d8.

2g. The trlgade ie now commanded by Frllbdler
R•• WYM I who formerl1 commanded the Su~~ort Group
of 5 Cdn hrmd) DiY. 'rlgad!er w1 an succeeded
.~cr- 8n61'.1 .f.•nR~I GT~~ when the latter was

promoted ~n4 retlrned to C&nada to ae8~e c~&nd ot
, rdn ( rmd) Div.

C0'4-r-~'
(C ••~ '~.Jor.
H·s~ortc.l Officer {~.C.2l.

c ;.vIA' :..ILlT."\RY ~·~ ..RT.iR •

• (I. • Il1uatrat\ona of' Erl t~ ab t",nk t:l,OS (inoluding
"'£fi'i"""Church1l1 the PII.It.. the ~ener..1 1uo kOd the General

, t'~tu~rt) .:11 be found 1n a recent C.~. publica .on,
.IT.\'. F~clct ocket Pook. 1.42 (1ftoJ' ('trice. 22 J ..n 42).
ne 1 t~~oa are ~180 il1uatratod.
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