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visit of Thelpr Majestles The King and
Queen to Fifth Cunudlan (Armoured)
Division, 24 Apr 42, !
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Progress of Csnadian Armmoured Formations.
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1. This Report deals with the visit pald by Their
Najesties the Eing ‘and Quesn to S ¢dn (Armd) Div in the
ALDEESHOT area on 24 Apr 42. 'In addition, the opportunity
ta taken of compiling 2oms notés on the present stete of
the Cunadlan Armoured Formations now in this country.
These Formatlons arg of course 5 Cdn {armd) Div, which
errived in the United Wingdom in October and November,
1941, and 1 Cdn Army Tk Pde, which errived at thé end of
June, 1941,

ROYAL VIST 70 FIPTE CANADIAN (ERFOURED) DIV

s ‘Thelr Majesties The Xing and Queen mads their
first visit to 5 Cdn (Armd) Dly on B4 Abr 42, The wrlter
wes present with the P,R.0; perty from C.N B, g, 5 krd-saw
most of the events of the programma. '

Se _The Royal Party was escorted from the Jully
Farmer Inn st PAGSEOT to Cusen's Fapede, FARNEOROUGH, Dby
5 travelling, escopt of 1'Cdn Armd Our Regt (R.0.Du)
squipped with armoursd oars snd scoub sare. At Queen's
Parade, the ¥ing and Quésn werse met by Me jor-General
SANS0K, B40.Cs, 5 Cdn (Armd) Div. Lieut ,~3enersal
MENAUGETON, G.f.C.~in-C. Firat Cangdisn Army, and
Mejor-General MONTAGUZ, Senlor Officer, Qupnadien N11l1itery
Heedquerters, were alsgo yresent,

L On Queen's Parsde the ¥ing end Gueen Inspected
s Guerd of Honour formed by 1 Cdn Armd Cer Rezt and
therealter passed through & long lune of Divisional
troops drewn up with thelir vehlcles behind them, At

the far end of the parads Their Majestiss Inspected the
Division's sfght Armoured Comrend Vehieles. They did
yot, however, travel in one of these to the next appolint-
ment as provided in the programme.

B  Ths Tnspecting Perty now proceeded to Stunhope
Parade, whers, efter passing through the OAPE BRETON
EIGHLATDERE, the Division's Rifle Battulion, they wers
greeted by Drigadler MORTON, comrending the Sugport
Group, and inspected 17 FPd Regt, R.C.4, This regiment
made en extremely smart appeardnce on parsde sud
sutsequently merched pust with great precision, Thsir
Majasties then watohed 4 Cdrn A, Tk Rez practlsing gun
drill at the sast end of the same parsde ground.

L After coffee at the Offlcers! Club the Royal

party proceeded to BEAUMONT EARFACYS, and here and et
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adjacent barracks they inspected B Cdn Armd Lds, Tow
commanded by Erigadier C.E.3.STEIN. They saw in auccession
8 Cdn Armd Regt (BRITISH COLUMBIA DRAGOONS) 3 Cdn Armd Regt

GOVERNOR GENERAL'S HORSE GUARDS, 8ndcb Gdn Armd Regt
&th PRINCESE LOUISE'S NEW BRUNSWICE HUSSARS), These
unlts were disposed on theilr parsds grounds with vartous
sctlivities in pregress, including classes in & great
variety of subjects, Thelr btanks were aleso to be seen,
the types inspected ineluding the Ram, the Generel Lee,
the Ceneral Stuart and the M.B.h.4. Subsequently a
visit was paid to the PERTH HEGT, the Motor Bn attached
to this brigude,

AFTERNCON INSPECTIONS

T The Royal Party lunched at Divisional leadgquarters
(The Royel Pavillon, aldershot), Thereefter they procseded
to PIERREPONT HOUSE, not far from FRENSEAM, where they

saw 1 Armd Bde Cey, R.C.A.3.,C., breaking bulk and issuing
rations. They then proceeded to FRENSHAN COMMON.

B. Here the Royal Party left thelr curs on the
summlt of the hill on the north side of the Common,

1l Cdn jArmd Bde (Bripadler T.J.RUTHERFORD) was drawn up
below, and Thelr Majesties took the smlute of the brigadse
from a4 stend on the brow of ths hill, Thereaftsr they
watchusd the brigade's tunks wnd curriers, wihlch had been
disposed in line along the sunmit of the ridze bordering
the east slde of the Common, descend the hill at speed.
Their Majestles then walked down the hill and inspected
the Erlgade. 24 Lt Fd Amb, R.C.A.M.C., 2 Cdn Armd Regt
(LORD STRATHCONA'S HORSE (R.C.)), & Cdn Armd Regt (1lst
HUSSARS) and 10 Cdn Armd Hegt (FOHT GARRY HORSE), were
successively inspected, enguged In a wlde variety of
activities, renging from boxing, through Instruction in
map reading and gunnery, to cooking. Tanks of various
types demonstrated thelir hill-eclimbing capacity. At the
end of this vislt Thelr Majestles had an opportunity of
making a close Inspection of & Ram tank.

8. The day's programme ended wlth a very successful
seriss of demonstrations by the WESTHIESTER RECIMENT
(¥otor), the Motor Batitallon of 1 Cdh Armd Bde, on the

nerth snd of FEENSHAY COMEON, Hers fthe Qusen remalined
behlnd while The Fing snd the remainder of the Inaspseting
Party enteréd Pren Currlerz and were taken on & rapid tour
of the porth end of the Common to see the demonsirstions,.
These Included & very realistic rspresentation of the
ambushing and destruction of an sneémy tanlk patrol preceded
by motor-cyclists; an attaci by a platoon using practice
grenades; and an effective demonstration of debusalng end
deployment by a metorized company whose platoons were brought
to the front in trucks snd came intc action with Eren guns
and 2-inch mortare with great rapidity. This unitls
programme chncluded with a conceslment exercise in which

& large number of soldlers, concealed on whet appeared

to be & bare hillside, revealed themselvea at the blast of &
bugle and rushed forward towurds the Royal Party.

10, The weather was favouratle, being bright though
cool end breezy; and this inspection wss in general a

most suecessful occasicn. As has lLeen noted in serlier
Keports (e.g., Wos. 19, 87, 48 and 50) visits paid by the
Royal Temily, and partlcularly by Her Majesty, are decidedly
appraciated by the Cenadian troops, snd protebly play a
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material part in the maintenance of morale during the
present statle periocd.

1i. The day's activitiss left the spectators with a
1ively sense of ks heslthy conditlon of 5 €dn (armd) Div,
which presented the appearsnce of & keen énd efficlent
formation likely to glve a good account of itself in the
fleld when given an opportunity. Btill very lar from
complete in equipment, it now possesses enough to enable

it to make s respectabls showing on &n cccaslon of this
sort, The general spirit of the men appearesd to te
excellent, end In the matter of smertnsss cn parsde the
writer recells no Canadlan unit supeéerior to 17V Cdn Fd Regt.

PROGRESS OF FIFTH CANADIAN (ARMOURED) DIVISION

iz, is inspesction affords a convenient oppertunilty

for assasstn? the prograss made ty 5 Cdn (4ir=md) Div since

its errival iIn this aountr{ lest autumn, The facts pressnted
in the paeragrsphs which follow are extrected from the rslsvant
G.R.H.Q. filsa,

13, So far as traini 1s concerned & report made

by Genersl SANSON as of Ol kar 42 (C.M.H.Q. file 2/5 ARMD
DIV/1) noted the fact that 2 Cdn s»rmd EBde was considerably
less sdvanced then 1 Cdn irmd Bde, Thia was attribated
chiefly tc the fact that the former was accommodatsd in
quarters over relatively large areas (in the HUNGERFORD,
and subsequently in the ETINDHLAD, reglons) wihlle the latter
was concentrated In ALDERSFOT and had better tralning
facilities avallable. Hffective 1 Apr 48, therefore,

the two brigedes wera intsrchanged, and it is hoped that
2 Cdn Armd Bde cun now ma%e up its lost ground.

14, The state of ths rifle battallon cof the Support
Group (CAPE BRETON HIORLAMNDERS) was noted as unsetisfactory.
There has now beeon a change of command In this unit. (

15, At 31 Her 42 the baslc treining period within the
Divisien hed besn completed, and crew and troop training
has been In progress Iin the Armoured Regiments and Armoured
Car Regiment since 1 Apr. Furthber progress depends in
great part on the avallabllity of equipment; but General
Sansom's preport, mentlioned above, concluded with the
following summery ¢

Subjact to the limitations of eqpt and the
avallapllity of instrs courses, it is considered
that by 15 Jun 42 the Div should be ready for
collective trg on a Div basis.

18, g%gg?ggg;g%%gg%ggg. Some notes on the progress
made in equipsing 5 srmd) Div during its early months
in this country will be found In Report No. 62 (22 Feb 42).
Since tnat Report wes written, the Cansdlun-made tank known &s
the Ram (really za combination of the Eritlish "Crusader”
oruiser and the American M-3 Medlum) hus begun to arrive

in this country, the first two beling unloaded durlng the
week ending 7 Mar &2 (see 0.%,855, CANNILITRY to DEFINSOR,
E Mer 42 - C.¥.E.Q. Progress Report fer the week). As of
31 Mar 42 (see Append!x tc Zenersl Ssnsom's report a&lready
referred to), the Divislon possessed tanks sze follows 3
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Ram I 1l
(lenersl Lee 42
Gensral Stuart 5
M2 A4 5
A.As Lt Tank 4
17 The "Rsm I" is the Canadian crulser with

2-poundsr mun, (The "Ram IT, of whleh none have yet
been recelved, will mount 2 S-pounder.) The "Genersl
Lee" is the American ¥-3 Medlum, mounting a 75-mm.
gun on the off side end & 37-mm, gun in the turret.
The "General Stuart" !'a the american M-3 Light, with
37-mm, gun. The "E2 A4" 18 & similar light American
tank, out of which the "Stusrt' wes developed; it is

& training vehicls only, The "A.iA.Lt Tank" 1s the
Trttish ¥k. VI Light tenk fitted with four high-angle
L.M.Gs,

18. The present situsticn in the Dlvislion with
respect to holdings of ermoured fighting vehlicles s es
follows (Division's Progress Heport for week ending 25
Apr 42, C.¥.H.Q. flle 4/PROGRESS/1/4) :

Fam I 29
Genersl Laa 45
FEnesral Stuert 6
M2 A4  d
A.A. Lt Tank -
Armoured Cers 21

Seven Rams and three Oeneral Lees were received during
the week in question.

1s. In carriers the Division is almost complete,
serious deficiencies exlsting only in the fleld of
universul morter cerriers : here the establishment calls
for 15, tut it poasesses none. It ie complete Iin
25-pounders and Z2-pounder A.Tk guns. It stbdll possesses
only 104 4, Tk rifles sgainst an establishment of 440,

20, The question of when the Divlsion can become &n
operational formetion I1s thus malnly & matter of the
provialon of tunks, The Division !& to bBe equipped with
Rama and es the arrival of Fams lrom Canads involves

not merely the usual d'fficulttes attonding an sarly

stage of productlon, but &lso the added difficulty of
ringing shipping space (& problem which !s particularly
serious at this moment), it clesrly csnnot be completed
for sowme time to come. Tt had been hoped that it might bve

Bble to jolpn the Qanadlan operaticnsl Order of Dattle

by 16 Jun 42, but in March, during his visit to Canads,
gsneral McNAUOHTON reviewsd the schedule for dellverles
of the Rem II, end decided that !t was necessary to put
back the date to 1 Aug 42, except that 1 Cdn Armd Bde
might "go in serlier” on the basis of temporsry squipment
with Amarican tanks, i the War Office would make these
avallable (Telsprams DEFENSOR tc CANMILITHY, 6.85,108 and
1135, latter dated 12 Mar 42).

2l. With reapsct to this matter and to the genersl
state of the Diviaion, 1t is of interest tc note the
concluding parsgrsph of a brief report on its state of
training, made to H,Q, Foyal Armoured Corpa, by Najor-
Genersl ¥.2,BUREOWS, G.0.C, 2 Armoured Group, 9 Apr 42
(C.¥.H.Q. rile 2/5 ARMD DIV/1). It runs as follows :

7. From whet I know of the afficers and men
of this Divisfon, end thair kesnnass to be
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fully it for wer, I am sure that this state
will be resched in a surprisingly short time
after the recelpt of their equipment.

PROORE2S OF FIRST CANADIAN ARMY TANK BRIGADE

2z, It is convenient in thls place to complle

& few notes also on the state of 1 Cdn Army Th Ede,
which was the first Cenad'an armoursad formation to
arrive in this country. Itshould be noted that fta
sltustion ls at pressnt quite differsnt from that

of 5 Cén (Armd) Div. The Tank PFrigade is & fully
operational formation and s on the Order of Battlas
of 1 Cdn Corps, with an important role in the dufence
of SUSSEX. & Cdn (Armd) Div 1s atlll in processz of
mwob{lizet'on end !s under commund of C.N¥.H.Q.

23, It follows that 1 Cdn army Tk Ede is virtually
£ully equipped. (On this matter see Report No., 62.)
Thi= formation, howsver, 1s not wlthout equlipmsnt
protlama, arising mainly out of the mechanicul
difficulties snoountsred with the Churchill fanks

with which it 1s eguipped. These tanks have developed
serious defects In geer-boxes mnd clutches, with the
conseguence that a considesrsbls proportion of the
trigads's tenks are ususlly "off tha road”.

24. The General Rsport for Cdn Corps for week
ending 2E Feb 42 makez the following remaric i

1 Cédn Army Tk Pds now hold 163 Churchills &nd

4 Covenanters. One A.A.Tank recelived making

two now held, New tanks arée belng put Iinte
running shaps az gulekly a2 possible, Spare
parts urgently needed to meke tanks battleworthy.

The Gensral Report for wesk ending Z1 lar 42
malceés the !farthér remarl alout this formation i

Tank strength of Ede = 167 Churchille of which
45 out of action - 2 ocruiser tanks - 2 A.q.
Tanke +... Comd 1 Odn irmy Tank EBde visited
LUTON regerding spare perts for Churchills, and
as result of his visit feels spure parts cen
now be more readily obtalned.

25, During the wesk ending 18 Apr £2, the btrlgade
received one Churchill tank Mk III, mounting & €-pounder
gun. Two edditional Covenanter cruleers were recelved
during the waeesk ending 25 Apr 42.

28. The Erigede's hcldings in arroured fighting
vahicles are given ss follows In the War Office State

of Equipment .... a8 st 21st April, 1942 .... R.A.C. State.
ments t

Churchills 174
Covenanters 4
A.l‘lLt T‘nka 2
Spout Cars 97

27. During Exércise "BEEAVER ITI" the writer had an
cpportunity of visfting 1 Cdn Army Tk Edo and having
conversations with a nurber of officers of Erigude
Feadguarters snd 14 Cén aray Tk En (C.LGARY REGININT).
From them he ascertalned thsat the mechanicszl difficultles
mentioned above sres stlll bslng encountersd with the

Churchill tank, The brigade had slightly over 130



Churehills in action for thie exercise. It 1=z
understood that the brigade put in en effectlive attack
south of HORSHAK on the evening of 23 Apr 42 and was
instrumental 1n forelng the vi%hdrs-ﬂ.o the "enamy"
force (represented by 1 Cdn Dlv and attached troops)
to its bridgehead on the coast.

28. It seems to te & genersl opinion that 1 Odn

arm{ Tk Bde is an efficient formetion and in & very
healthy state. This was also the writer's own impression
during his recent visit to the brigads.

29. The brigade is now commanded by Erigadier
R.A.WYMAN, who formerly commanded the Support CGroup
of & Cdn tArnd) Div. Erigadier Wyman succeeded
Mejor=-general ¥,¥ ,WORTHINGTON when the latter was
promotsad and returned to Csnada to sssume commend of
4 Cdn (Armd) Div.

(@A

(G.P.éfaoa;' Ma jor,

Historical Officer (S.D.2),
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS.

yoTE., TIllustrations of British tank types (including
The Churchill, the Ram, the Genersl Le¢ and the gensral
Stusrt) will be found in a recent .S, publleation,
4.F.V, Pleld Pocket Book, 1842 (War Offlce, 22 Jun 42).
tnewmy types are also ustrated.
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