NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole.

Ce texte est préliminaire et n'a aucun caractére officiel.
On n'a pas vérifié son exactitude et les interpretations
qu'il contient ne sont pas nécessairement celles du Service
historique.
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PECLABRS) (D
 Authority: DHD 33 —
- by Qe for DHist NOHQ At

B 7 The general tactical disposition of the fcrces
w rerains as described in Report No. 58 (slthough there
has been some interchange of units and formations, as
noted below). . That is to say, the Corps 1s disposed
;n&-on; in Corps Reserve

. visi ms all three B T A
Slaciers, tornara dtviston tnd,Formard |
n reserve. The general jfs’p‘ant;gn"‘ﬂ,’/ R N
battalfons in these divisions is as described in Report No. |
59, paras. 00 gt seq, That is to say, the DOWNB contimme .

to receive special attentiony and only the really vital
areas on the beaches are warnéd, (1) y

g, Pn 20 War 42 the'writsn had an opportunity of
visiting the positions held' By the BDMONTON RECIMENT
in the forward area in end archrd SITCREIAN-BY-SEA. This .
battalion has two companies on ‘the DOWNS immedistely
above thie town (on MILL HILL aad SLONK HILLY and two
on the beach (thls being one of the four particularly
vuln:;able aransfggtod in Report Ko, 5?, s;ia. ;416
DL pnIog e " Coy position on NILL HILL was heavily wir
DIELPRICG constituted one defended loeality consisting
mainly of two-man weapon-pits. The latter are carefully
camourllaged, zll spoil being remoyed and the pits
Liie gecelacq covered to prevent thelr belng observed by enemy
3 ¥ reconnaissance aircraft. This company had under
command three 2-pdr A.Tk s and one platoon of the
SASKATOOR LIGHT INPANTRY (#¥.C.). It also possessed _
two static medium machine-guns manned by its own personnel
The beach at SHOREHAM 1s mined, wired and obstructed by
Limwe of oumn  tubular scaffolding and concrete blocks to prevent the
2 " landing of A.P.Vs. W#eapon-pits (earefully concealed,
like those on the DOWNS) have been provided, ambng'
the rexains of light buildings along the shore whieh
have been demolished to clear the fleld of fire; there
are several concrete pillboxes disguised as innccucus
buildingsl and a party of R.C.E; were engaged in
constructing s conerete emplacement whiech the wmriter
was told would accommodate two 75-mm.guns. YA" Coy,
on the beach, had six static U.N.Gs.

O Every atlempt 1is zade to billet the men as close
as possible to thelr battle positions. In the case of the |
two companies of the EDMONTCR REGIVENT oun the DUWNS,. there
were fortunately bufldings available close by; but -
it is understood that some urits with positions along
the escarpment of the DOWES to the north have had to
, quarter thelr men some distance from thelir defended .
localities. g i
10, This account of cne unit's positions may serve 30
to illustrate the wapner in which the forward forsations of
1 Cdn Corps have been carrying ocut their anti-invasfon
role. It may be noted that 2/Lt. I.J.AUGHES, War Artist,
. L1 po spent the month of April, 1942, with this unit at
SHOREHANM, and made many sketches of its defended
loealities, etc. ;

A
11. * "A few 'changes ‘of sohe importdnte have take o B
place in the; nslve systen described in Report Nol TS
6. lNotably, a British Independent Brigale (71 Ind Inf .-, .
Bde) has been provided to rellieve & Cdn Inf Bde in the role -
of counter-attack for the TANOMERE group of sercdromés. .
Tris brigade is under Jipect cammand of H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps,

end it has nzigmdcggdﬁﬁg_cﬁm.m"-Reat’ one
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-". | section of 14 Cdn Army Fd Coy, and one compeny of the ROYAL
HONTREAL REGINENT (M.G.) As a result of this relief,

the Canadian c¢ivision in Corps Reserve now has all three of‘»ﬂ;
its brigades under command and available for its own :
_counter-attack role. - _

12. The units of 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde are no longer
immediately upon the beach (Report Ko. 58, paras. 33
and 69) but have been withdrawn some distance (see
below), perhaps lest they be ovérrun in the first -
moments of an invasion, Their primgry role contindes-to k..
nthe iprediate ecunter-attack of any hostile tanks landing .
at beaches or ports*, and it 1s lald doen that army
tank battalions should be employed as & whole and not e
dissipated in small detached .sub=units. 1 Cdn Arny Tk
Bde less cne battalion comes under command of the right
. forward division on "Stand To",and.the remaining battalion
comes under command of thq-lcrt forward division.

13. .In addition to CHICHESTER, HORSHAK and EAST
DietipnORNSTEAD (Report No. 565 paras. 47 and 58), LEWES,
" HAYWARDS HEATH and HAILSHAN have now been scheduled as
defended towns, to be made tankeproof localities.  These
six towns would be defended malhly by the llome Guard.

JLiale gecelaeq

port . 7 gL seq.,
agssumption by H.Q., 1 Cdn éurpa of cemmand of a static
Corps District, Iincluding a considerable number: of
British units, has necessitated the addition cof a
Lime of QusiBritish "._s_t-ntic element" to H.Q., 1 Cdn Corps. ,
This statlic element is organized in accordance with a =
special British War Establishment (V/541/1). This -° e
Establishnent provides (for example) officers £051t§$- S AT
conduct of relations with Ithe Home Gunand' and with. the .
Civil suthorities, and also & Colonel in Charge of
Administration to assist with the administration of
British units, although H.G., 1 Cdn Corps District takes
responsibility (including financial responsibility) to
the War O0ffice for such units under its command. MHach
of the work of the Colonel 1/c Administration is
concerned with Courts Martial. : _

1%. . Brigedier Simonds has told the writer £hnt this
system of a British static elenment works "falrly well'
though not perfectly. -

16. Under the arrangements described in Report No. 58,
paras. 26 etiseg.y M.Q.1Cdn Corps District assurmes oper=-
ational command of all ground forces and establishients
within its district. Brigadler Simonds remarked that
there have been some minor difficulties resulting from
the lack of a clear understanding of this pcint by -
various suthorities. For example, the Wer O0ffice uHight
- IST po- establish & schoocl within the Corps District and make =
arrangements for 1ts local defence without reference to HIQ.
3 1 'Cdn Corps; A.A. Command has been known to change
) the location of gunsites without such refereucej and the
3 R.A.F. has simllarly been known to establish a.ﬁ.r; A
stations without previcus consultation with Corps Head-
quarters, although those Headquarters are required to -
undertake the defence of such statlions when established.
Brigadier Simonds remarzed, hgyé{ar“};hat these difficultie
appeat® to hiave been’L ugély.re;o-w%é;‘bﬁﬂﬁsuch*QQBSt_ ne )
now arise iith;l%pg; u%genc;,ﬁ~/’.f! S, WY R T S A & 5 i
o g T A b CERRITHER AT -
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LOCATIONS OF FORVATIONS AND UNITS, 1 CDN CORPS

17. The present distribution of formetions as motified
in C.M.H.Q. Location Statement No. 14 and Amendments Kos.
l-4 is as follows.

18. Advanced H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps remains at WAXEHURST
PLACE, with Rear Headquarters at WORTH PRIORY.

19. Corps Troops under command of H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps sre
distributed chiefly in the rearward areas of Sussex, as noted
in Report No. 58, para. 68.

20. 1 Cdn Army Tk Bde, in accordance with the revised
arrangenments noted above, now has its Meadguarters at
COLWOCD HOUSE near WARNIRGLID (692452). 11 Cdn Army Tk

Bn. (ONTARIO REGT) is at SHERMANBURY PLACE (650379).

12 Cdn Army Tk Bn (THREE RIVENS REQT) is still shown as at
WORTHIRG, and 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn (CALGARY REGT) is at !
SEAFORD; but these units' action stations are some

distance in reat of these points, in the WASHIRGTON and
ALFRISTON areas respectively.

21. The E;rst Canadian D;v;aiop continues™to occupy the
right forwapd eector of Sussex with Advanced lleadquarters
at ENEPP CASTLE (Report No. 50, para 70) and Rear Head-
qarters at WOODCATERS (591435). The Division's brigades

are disposed with their Headquarters as follows :

H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde (Report No.
(Right) SLINDON HOUSE 58, para.70).
" H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Edér WHITTINGHAME COLIMEE(Report No.
(Left) PRESTON. 58y para.70).
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde CREYFRIARS, (Report No.
(Centre) STORRINGTON. 58, para.70).

22. The gecond Canadian g;v%g;ag was relleved in the
laft forward sector o Sussex immedlately following the
conelusion of Exercise "BEAVER IV" (cf. Report He. 70),
command passing to 3 Cdn Div at 1800 hrs on 14 May 42.
(General Report for 1 Cin Corps; weei ending 16 May 42).
2 Cdn Div then proceeded into the Reserve area formerly «
occupied by 3 Cdn Div, where presumably it will be dis-
nosed inlmiich the same nanner as deseribed for 3 Cdn

Div in Report No. 98. - At the moment of writing, however,
H.Qs 2 Cdn Div, 4 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes and details of
Engineer and Administrative Units are absent for special
training in combined operations, having left the area,
accompanied by 14 Cdn Army Tk Bn, on 10 May 42. - The
permanent locations of Headquarters of brigsdes of 2 Ddn
Div are now given as rollows : ' -

H.Q. 4 Cdn Inf Bde HARBCLETS IIOUSE,
WEST CHILTINGTON,
(537401)

H.Q. 5 Cdn Inf Bde HAWKHURST COURT,
WISBORCUGH GREEN,
(463426).

H.Q. 6 Cdn Inf Bde LEONARDSLEE,
LOWER BEEDING.
(659452).

-



23. Tt 1s scarcely necessary to point out that the
Division in Corps Reserve has a most important function
in the general Sussex defence scheme. The Corps Plans to
Dereatli?vasion lay down the following principle (Part I,
pars. . _ '

Passlive defence has never won a battle ...... The
necessary complement to the system of locality
defence is vigorous counter-offensive action.
Defended localities will delay and disorganize

an assaulting force but they cannot destroy it.
The latter can only be achieved by the offensive
action of reserves.

24, The :g;;g_gggggigﬁ_pi!};;%g, under the new
arrangement, now holds the left forward secter of
Sussexﬁ)tlth its H.Q. at HEATHFIELD PARK, EEATHFIELD

(036397). The Headquarters of its brigades are
loecated as follows :

HeQ. 7 Inf Bde DELVES,
(Right) RINGMER. (883316)

H.Q. £ Cdn Inf Bde CROSSBWAYS E(CUSE,
(Left) UPPER DICEKER. (587266).

H.Q. 9. Cdn Inf Bde TANNERS WANOR,
(Reserve) near WALDRON. (998371).

LOCATICK OF UNITS UNDER HEADQUARTERS
FIRST CANADIAN ARNY

29. The dispositions of troops actually in the
Canadian Order of Battle having been described above,
those of units not yet fully mobilized, or not forming -
part of the Fleld Army, Will now be dealt with.

26. The formation and the present functions of
Headquarters, First Canadian Arnmy, are deseribed in
Report No. 59., An Order of Battle of units under
command cf thié Eeadquarters will be found in Canadian
Army Overseas Routine Order %Nc. 2004, a special secret i
Order. As noted in Report No. 69, H.Q. First Cdn Army ‘
is located at HEADLEY COURTy LEATHERHNEAD, and the :
relatively small number of field army units at present unde:
its command are chiefly loecated close by in SURREY. H.Q.
1 Cdn Corps HEed Arty, which is now under command H.Q,
First Cdn Arny, is.loegted at FAIRLEICH HOUSE (401778),
near LEATHERFEAD, This Headquarters has under comzand

7 Cdn A Fd Regt, 2./Cdn ked Regt, 5 Cdn Med Regt, and

7 Cdn A Tk Regt. All these units aré stationed“in SURREY.

LOCATION OF UNITS UNDER CANADIAN
MILITARY FEADQUARTERS

27 The present locaticns of the most important
bodies of troops remaining under command of Csnadian 3
Militery Headquarters will now be briefly cutlined.

28. Fi 1 on. This
formation, with mobilization and training still in-
complete, remains under command of C.M.H.Q. Its

H.Q., remains at the ROYAL PAVILICN, ALDERSHCT. As noted
in Report No. 68, 1 Cdn Armd Bde and 2 Cdn Armd Bde
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have exchanged quarters since Report No. 58 was written, !
and in consequence 1.9. 1 Cén Armd Bde is now at
TWEENWAYS, near HINDHEAD, and H.Q.2  Cdn Armd Bde
i8 at ENOLLYS RoaAD HOUSE, ALDERSFHOT. H.Q. 5 Cdn

(Armd) Div Support Group remains at WATERLOO BARRACES,
ALDERSHOT., (Cf. Report No. 58, para. 75).

e

2(‘- o t C d ti"‘l t H.q_. 1
Cdn A.A.Bde remains at D URY LODGE, COLCHESTzR aelthough
an increasing nunmber of the Light Anti-nircrart units
trained under its direction have lately Jjoined the

Order of Battle of 1 Cdn Corps. :

30. dian Reinforcement ts. Headquarters,
Canadian ReInforcemen Units remains at SHMALLSHOT LODCE,
ALDERSHOT. The Headquarters of Groups remain as stated
in Report No. 58, para. ??i except that two additional

z

groups have now been Organized, with their Headguarters
located as Mllows :

H.Q. "gn Croup, BLACFDOWN CANP,
Reirnforcement Units north-east of
(Armoured Corps) . ALDERSHOT.

H.Q. "p» Group,

Reinforcement Units R.E.INSTITUTE BUILDING,
(Ordnance and BORDON.

miscellanecus)

31. Canadian Forestry Corps. The C.r.C. continues
its work at var ous locations in the Scottish Highlands.
Twenty-rive Companies of this Corps are listed in the
Order of Battle, Canadian Army Overseas, as of 11 May

423 all of these are located in Scotland. For details,
see C.M.H.Q. Location Statement No. 14, G

32. Medical Units. Since Report No. 58 was written
there has beer some further increase of Canadiagn iHedieal
Units. in the Unitea Kingdom, '8 Cdn General liospital,
R.C.A.M.C., has arrived, and has taken over PINEWQOD
ROSPTTAL, CROWTHORNE, naar CANBER: oS Locations of major
medical units otherwise remaln as given in Report %o,

58, para. 79 except that 14 Cdn General liospital has now
moved to H?Hfﬁ?, Surrey, directly south of REDHILL.

33. Details of locations of ninor units under C.¥.H. 9,
will be round in C.MIB.Q. Location Statement Ne. 14 ag
amended. It should Perhaps be noted that both 2

Cdn Tunnelling Coy and a Special Detachnent of 1 Cin

3

and that another Special Detachment of 1 Cdn Special Tunneld:
ing Coy is working in the SHERTLAYD ISLANDS. These units
are under C.M.H.Q., though the main body of 1 Cdn Spec
Tun Coy is under H.Q. Pirst Cdn Army.

34.
SURVEY OF CPERATIONS, RECENT MONTHS

34. As in previcus Reports, the actual operations
of the past few months can be very briefly dealt with,
There have been no active operatio
eéxcept for the fact that a Canadlian detachnent part-
icipated to a limited extent in the combined operation in
the BOULOGHE area in the early morning of 22 Apr 42,

Due to no fault of their own this Canadian party did
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not get ashore and into contact with the enemy. This
matter will be dealt with in a subsequent Report.

35 Apart from this, the Canadian troops of the .
_active Order of ‘Pattle have been occupled in improving
their training, and details 4f the programme pursued -~
end the progress made will be found in Report No. 70.
The training programme of 1 Cdn Corps culminated

in Exercise "TIGER", 19-30 Mgy 42; - an extensive
two-sided Exercise in whieh 1 Cdn Corps opposed 12 Corps
in operations covering a great part of SUSSEX and '
EERT, This also will be the subject of a subseguent
separate Report. B!

FORCES IN THE BRITISH ISLES

36. In Report No, 58, paras. 6 ey the military
resources at’tha disposil of the cffiﬁﬁﬁ.'no.a Forces

in recent months were reviewed, with a view toclucidat-
ing the function of the Canadian military Forces in the
de’ence of the British Isles. The following facts are
now presented for purposes of comparison,

Infantry Divisions : Twenty-our
Independent Brigade Croups : Three
Armoured Divisions : Six

Army Tank Brigades : Nine

Canadian f'ormations are included in these figures.
Comparing the latter with those given in Report No,.58,
para. 7, 1t becomes apparent that during the past few
months ahe relative importance of the Canadian Forces
in the United Fingdom has somewhat increased, :

M

(C.PsStacey) Major,
Historical Officer,
Canadian Hilitary Headquarters.





