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1, This Report oonslsets nainly of the toxt of an
artialo written for the u-;f...,:_s : _.f_m -‘1.,:_.-._ J‘ urnal wl Bt
—_%itled "The Cunadian Army Overseas article
DIt ROV chadl ag / ix A", It 18 qu IA g )

explanatory oontnining somo material which could not
ggpublimﬂ at tne nreunt time and which may leond the artiecle
i gece: AEP additional historical value,

s The precent Report follom socdent of
Fo. 15, in whs.ch ths text of an article ahﬁu}: writton
B ) ographical Journal was forwarded ascocorpanied by

RAwe o QLD It 13 not anticipated that this artiole will haye
very groat value for the Offiglel listorian, dut it is ingore
porated in a Report for the following reasons :

(a) Although the artiocle will prosummbly be
its final form in priut vay not bo idontiocal
the text hare urovided,

{(b) As insthe case of the artiocle on the SPITSIERGEN
operation (Report lo, 74) it 4is possivle that a
brief commected narrative of svents from 25 Deo
40 to the t date yay assist the 0fficial
Hinwm finding m way through this

gaining some penexal per ive upon
with a view to further assist hin, rororenm .11
are providad in Aptendix "B" to the provious Ro=
ports in whieh tho matters trie and inoocti- :
pletely referred to in this artiolo are dealt
with at groatey longth,

(e) The notes apponded to this article may be the
noeans of dmllng with & few niscellencous tmu
not troated in ocarliexr Reports,

LEI° A9 4y The article was reed in draft by Lioutenant-General

MONAUGITION, Gy0,0,~ine0,, Fir Canadian Arry, and his comments
havaboenln DOT "the.{mmrmrlod.
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THE CANADIAN ARKY OVERSEAS . .
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D WOV 13 88

By Major C.P.Stacey

Illustrated with Reproductions of Paintings and
Drawings by British and Canacdlan Artists, ard
Canadian Official Military Fhotographs.

A grest greg transpert is drawing into a
British harbour. e passes through the gate in the
boom across the entrance, and the men aboard her
exchange cheers with those on the gate-vessels that
guard and cortrol it. Slowly she moves on into the
basin beyond.

The men she carries are in khaki battledress,
and thelr "CANADA"™ shoulder-titles show that the
. beloeng to the Canadfan setive Army. They crowé
! ralls, eager to cateh thelir first glimpses of the
| land Eu which they have ctme. GSomebody spots cne
! of the great- scarlet double-decker omnibuses - so
familiar in plctures of Ergland scenes - and there
is & chorus of recognitign. A railtﬁy engine whistles,
and the high shrill shriek - very different from
the fullethroated howl of the North American locomotive
- raises a laugh. And alwaya the soldiers marvel
at the shipping all about them ¢ scores of vessels, large
and small, naval units and merchantsen, British una
Allied 1ylnb safely here or passing in or out upen
their iawful cecasluns, apparently unaware that Hitler
has « su he Says = driven the ensigns of the United
Nations off the sees. Then the trassport's anchor
rattles duwn, and the vuyage 1s cver. "Purther
reinrurcenanis of Canadlan trucps have arrived safely
in Britatn.” (1) ¥ &

This scene, or something similar, has been
enacted many timés since the “first flight" of the
First Canadlan Divisicn arrived in the United Kingdom
on 17 Decenber 1%3Y%. At midsumser of 1942, the
record shows that nearly thirty important Canadian
trocp=cunvoys of varying sizes have reached Britain,
in addition to wany smaller parties arriving by ships
not forming part of such convoys. This greal process

" of sea=transport has been the weans of bulldirg up in
| the United EKingdom the most powerful flghting force
| }?af the Dominion of Canads has ever placed in the
g eld.

THE GRUWTH OF THE UVERGEAS ARMY DURING 1941

In a previcus article (1) the story cf the
first fifteen months of the Canadian Arzy Cverseas

| (1) “"The New Cansdian Corps™ (Canadian Geographiesl Rt
| deurnal, July, 1941).




has been told: how the First Cangdian Divisicn ard

its ancillary troops were concentrated in Sritain
under the command of Najor-Jeneral (now Lieutenante-
Geperal) A.G.L.Melzughtony C.Z., C.¥.G.y D.5,.053

how this force przfarnd for the role uhich it

expected to play alongside the British Bxpeditionary
Pource then in Francej how it provided a detachment

for the Norweglan campaign of April 1940, and how this
project came to nothingg and how part of Genoral
deNaughton's command reached France during the last
agonies of the Third Repullic in June, conly toc be
withdrawn because the situation was past remedy.

It tcld alsc how the Canadlan Force, the one well-
vrganized and well-equijpped military bedy in Britaln after
the withdrawal of the Britlsh aramles Irom France, stcod
ready to meet 1nvuoiunt and how General McNaughton

was shortly appointed to command the 7th Cocrps under
the War Office. This Corps, including both Canasdian
and British troops and both armoured and unaramcured
formations, wss a counter-sttack force aralnst the in-
vasion which then seemed imminent but which did not
come. During the summer and autumn of 1940 the Second
Canadian Division was concentrated in Britainj and

on Christmas Day = new Canadian Corps came into
existence. The stocry c¢f the Canadian Army Cverseas
since that time is the thewe of the presert article. (2)

Io February of 1941 the Prime Minister of
Canada annocunced the CLverseas Army Progranme Lo the
year. Ib coaprehended, he explained, the despateh
tc Britain of, first, the balance of the Corps Treops
for theu tuonuivlsion Corps already there; secondly
an Army Tank Brigadej thirdly, an additional Inranéry
Division and 1ts complemant 0} Corps Troups; apd,
finslly, a Canadian Armoured Divigion,

This large and asfiiticus programme was carried
cut to the letter, Throuzgh the spring, suumer and
autumn of 1941 the great convuys ploughed scross the
ccean, and week dy week the Canadian force in Britain

rew. All through the year additional units ¢f Corps

roops continued tc disembark 3 Artillery - fleld, medium,

anti-tnnk light and heavy anti-aircraftj Engineers;
Sorvlca Corpsj Wedical units - the full catalogue

won d be tco long detail here, even if one would
nct be helping the enesy by dolng so. At the end of
June the first Canadian armoured formaticn toc be seen
in England arrived - the Army Tank Brigade which the
Prime Hinister had promised. A month later the aain
body of the new Infantry Division landed, and through
the rést of the summer additional convoys brought the
units to complete 1t. In Cetober a large portion
©of the Canadlan Armoured Divisicn arrivndl
November brought the greatest accessiocn of all, when
a glant conwoy, carrying more Canadian troops {

any other in this war so far, came to anchor in
British harbours with the Loadguartars and the =ain
body of this Divisicn on board. Thus the year's
programne was completed; and at the end of 1541
the strength of the Canadian Aray in the United
¥ingdom was more than double what it had been at
the end of 1940, (»)

From all these teocp convoys net a ship nor a
#an was lost by enemy sction. It 1s true that the
year's greut trans-Atlantie movement noet achleved
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entirely without gapualties; ror at the end «f April
¢ vessel, no¥ for? part of a regular troop convey,
but onwwhieh s humber of Carediad militaby personcel

. were sailing es passengers, was torpodced

distance offl the Irish ccast, and 73 gallant officers
and men were lcst. Sad as this e tion was, it
serves, nevertheless, tc call attentica tc the very
remarkable achlevenment of those responsible for the -
protection of troops on the trans~-Atlantic route. To *
the moment of writing, these 73 are the ¢ Canadian
scldiers lost at sea by emexy action in either this

war or the last; and when it is considered that the total
number of troops transported frum Canada tc Britain in
1514=-1C and 1939-42 together must now approach 500,000,
the magnitude of the task and of the trgunph becomes
plain. Tc¢ the Roysl Navy and the Royal Canadian Navy,

to the Royal Air Force and the Royal Canadian Alr Porce,
and to the men of the derchant Navies, the credit 1s duej
nor is it to be forgotten that of late the United States
Navy has Jocined forces with them, and American ware
vessels large and small have been conveying Canadian

as well as American troops acrcss the Atlantic battles
greund., (%)

The year brought not only a great incresse in
the Canadian fcrce in Britain! but changes in 1ts higher
commands. In the winter of 174142 an 1llness obliged
General NeRaughten to relingquish for a time the active
cemmand of the Canadlan Corpsy and in hls absence first
M&JGMQM'!'RI G.R.Pearkel, V.C.' 3.3.0., HoCo' and
subsequently Lieutenanteleneral H,D.8.Crerar, 2.2.0,,
acted as Corps Commander. In Novesber Ba)or-General’
V.¥.0dlutny CoBay Ca¥uGey DuSoley VeDoy who had served
his country as e scldier in three wars, gave up the
command ¢f a division to assume the Important post
of Canadian Nigh Commissioner in Australia. To=day
the four Canadien divisional comzanders in Britain
are General Pesrkes, an officer who achieved the
highest perscnal distinction in the last war; ajore
Gﬂﬂ.r‘l C.B.Pricl, D.G.U.’ DaCog-' V-D., whe cum.d
an infantry brigade cverseas before his promotion;
Major-General E£,7.Sansomy D.8,0.4 who, @8 a Colonel
was chosen to lead the Canadian force for Korway nn&
subsequently ccmmanded the Third Csnadisn Division
before being appcinted t¢ command the first Armoured
Divisicn raised in Canadaj and Majors=Genmeral J.H.Roberts,
HeCoy who in 194C commanded the ocne regiment of Canadian
field artillery that got to France, and distinguished
himself by bringing all his own guns (and some others
as well) safely back to England. (v) )

The appointment of Senlor (fficer, Canadian

‘Militery leadguarders, London, is held by Major-

Genersl the HGR.PJ. ntﬂgu.’ C..‘ﬂ,ﬁ.,_ Dgsuc’- i.C., ?-D..
who served with distineticn In France in ‘the .{_ut War,
and.-in this cne arrived inm Britain e before the

First Canadian Divisicn and has & " sver since.

THE ARMOURED ARuY

It is <bviGs that & w@ost catstending _
develupmant cf ;hu;ﬁ:ag_!gar in the hiltc;y_or the
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Canadian Army Overseas has been the addition to
it of formidable armoured forces, The Canadian
ca-'su organized at the end of 1940 was
an "infantry" force, a very highly ¢ and
moblle ons. ¥ell provi with artillery and other
supporting arms, it nevertheless posseased no
armoured units of its own apart from the lightlye-
ped reconnaissance regiment allotted to each
vision. The tank, which had so often
itnelfl the most powerful single ground weapon of
this war, was still n:luu:g Canada's order of
battle. To romedy this deficiency was in CGeneral
Hellaughton's eyea a matter of the greatest urgency;
and today, in consequence, the picture has who
e There are already two Canadian
formations in Britain, and there will soon be others,
A word about these formations is in order.

Army Tank Brigades are formations designed
to work hand-in-hand with the Infantry: to clear the
way for the advance of the men on foot, and by
liguidating the enemy's strong pointa to make it
possible for them to gain ground without heavy losses.
With a view to this role, these formations are
equipped with "infantry"™ tanks, to which speed 1s
somewhat less ilmportant than heavy armour. The
Canadlan Army Tank Brigade which at the time of
writing has already been almost a year in Eritain
has been {itted out with the most modern British
tanks, among them the ponderous Churohill, a weapon
whose appearance ls as well calculated as 1ts name te
daunt the moat confldent opponent. Cemadian infentrymen
are already well accustomed, in the ocourse of training,
to seeing this monster preceding them in the attask, or
coming to thelr assistance when the advance 18 held up. (t)

Armoured Divisions are larger formations
designed for independent action. Their basic weapon
is the "cruiser" tank, fastor than the infan type
but rather less hea armoured; but in addit to
"armoured regiments" equipped with this weapon an
armoured division possesses many other offensive elements.
It has fast armoured cars for distant reconnaissance}
1t has s powerful force of mobile artillery of various
types; and last but not least it includes a considerabls
b of motorized Infaniry. It is thus capable of
t:gld.ng fast and heavy across great distances;
and not only can it dlscover the snemy and des
him, dbut 1t can seize ground and hold it, should
situation 3o require, until infantry divilim can
coms up to its support.

The armoured ts of the Canadian
Armoured Division General Sansom commands in
Britein are cavalry units of the old pre-war Militia,
Some of them have racords stretching back to the
oar dﬂ;.or Canadian history, and battle-honours
won teanth-century fighta; while others
covered themselves with glory in France in the last



~Units tHat vere peraftied tc right on huri

war as units of the famous c:nsdldn‘Caml
In 1914=12 it was only the gost fortunate

this war Lhe cavalryxen. bave téuﬁiﬁntl _ - iﬂd b N

" steel steeds of the Armcured Corps = and have disco ared ta

that the tank and the arumcured car offer the means of br
ing into medern warfare the dashing "cavalry spisit"
of an older day. A |

Canadian Armcured Divisions arorgguifp!d with
the Montreal-made "Ran™ cruiser tank. 5 1s a =
distinctive Canadian design, which, like s¢ many

things in Cenada, incer orazcl_kQLﬁ british and
Anerican ideas. It combinés with the wechanical
toughness of Unitéd States tanls (for which the

Rc{al Armoured Corps has a mest sclid respect) the
well-proved fightingeeq.ipzent of Britlish machines.

It should prove an extrenmely efficient fighting
vehicle, combining speed, prctecticn, and gun-power

in unusually satisfactory proportions. This tank

has been a matter cf great interest to British officers 2
since the first shipmert arrived in the United Eingdom. (1)

TER -AIR COEFOEENT

It 1s scarcely necessary today to lebour the
statezent that no army can suceeed in medern warfare
without alr support, end plenty of it., Prom the
beglnning the Royal Canadlan Alr Foree has provided
Army Co=cperstion Squadrons to work with the Canadian
military force ip Britain. The co-operazticn of Canadian
eir and ground forces has heen most satisfactory, and
the good understanding existing between the two will
bear fruit in the day of battles g A

Farly in ¥ay of 1942 further develupmert in this
direction wes foreshadowed by Colonel the Hon. J.L.
Ralston, Mirnister of National Defence, in the Canadian
House of Commons. When asked whether Ceneral McKaughton
would have the R.U.A.F, overseas operating under his
command when his troups went into action, the :
dinister replied that while the R.C.A.P., as & whole
would not be under General McNaughton, certain units,
ineluding bombers, would be ettached to the aray which he
commanded and under his strategic contreli. This
appears to imply a significant increase in the Air
Compenent of the Canadlan =military forces overseas,
end indicates that Ceneral ¥elaughton will have
actually under his hand a formidadle force of eircraft
to work in close co=operaticn sith his infantry and
armoured formations. No development eould offer s
mere hopeful augury for the suecess of the Canadian
Aray on the day when it goes dnto acticnd (%) :
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INPRCVEZENTS IN BEUTPuRMT

¥ot only has the.Canadlian Aray Overseuas grown
in slize during recent hwnths) 1t las grown steadily
mere formlidable in polnt ol equipment. New wespons
which 1€ d4id not befgre Yossess - for exarple, heavy
iuns far cutranggag those known 'in 1939 - have come
nto 1ts hands, dern weapons of more fumilliar
types have become avallable 1n much larger nunbers

.
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than before, as the productive potentialities of the United
‘Nations - and those of Canada in particular = have been -
sore and more fully realized, ' As the menths have pagsed,
the process of equipping newly-ralsed Canadian formations

has grown steadlly shorter and simpler. A mejor element

in 5 hapig result has been the ocutput of Cancdian
factories, which have been producing tanks, transport
vehicles, y suall arms and miscellaneous equipment in

an increas profusion, both of t{g‘ :gglzuantitz: such

as few members of the Canadian publie have believed
possible a few years ago. This material has served the
needs of the Canadian Army Overseas; but it has alsc
contributed to the rovement of Canada's home defence,

as well as to the equipment of the British armies, those

; of the other Dominions, and those of our Russian, American

; and other Allles, (9)

' Today, the forces commanded by General

3 ¥elaughton are extraordinarily well equipped. The
Canadian authorities, however, are still not complacent,
During his visit to Canada early in 1942, and on other
occasions, the General has emphasized the need for
continual effort in the development and production of ever
new weapons; and it may be assumed that the Canadian
forces will continue to enjoy in v.r{hhiih dotrce the
venefits of both the scientific and the industrial
resources c¢f Canade and the United Nations at large,

THE AREY AT WORK

Except for a few envied individuals, the
Canadien Army in Britain hus not yet met the eneny.
The two Canadlan bazttalions which went to Hong Kong
late in 1941 under the command of the late Brigadler
Lawson, and shared in the glorious though unsuccessful
| defence of that fortress, were sent diroet%{ from
| Canada, and were not units of the force offielally

called The Canadian Army Overseas, The primary roles

.‘ of the Canadian force in Britain have so far been two:
! first, the protecticn of the heart of the Empire against
|

the threat of invasion, which for many wmonths was a moust
imainent possibility, and which still remsins a danger

| against which the Canadians are constantly on the alert;

: and secondly, preparation for the day when British Armies
| will cross the Channel to drive the German out of the
countries he has desolateds Apart from this, there have
been certain minor enterprises, of which the most
important was the udv.nturousrhfitsbargon expedition of
August and September 1941, is operation has already
been tullg;doseribed in this J s (1) and the story
need not repeated here.

The Canadians in Britain have inevitably
complained of the fate which has sc far kept them from
contact with the enemy whom they are so anxious to e
encounter. Sume of them have been in lggi‘ﬂd'hﬁﬂfll :
two and a half years without being given s coveted
opportunity, Neévertheless, the fact remains that

(1) "The Caradians at s;.-umn.g:‘,' Canadian
Geopgraphical Journgl, '




these trocps have been perforping a task of the
sreatest importance to the Eapire as = whale,
The situation was ziven elansic expression by the
Prime Zinister of Great Sritain at the lunchecsn
giver by the Lord dayor of Londen in honour of ‘the
Prime Minister of Canada on 4 Septe.ber 1541. 1
his cwn address on that cecasion, ¥r. I'ing had
sald, "You all know how eager our Csnadlan scldlers
are for asction asgainst the enemy., I cannct make toc
clear that the policy of the Canadian Covernment is
t¢ have cur treops serve in those theatres where,
viewing the war as a whole, it is believed their
services will count mest. The Canadian pecple are
proud that today our men are among the defenders
¢f the very heart of the free world."

"You have seen yuur gallant Canadian
Corps and other trocps whe are here", i¥r, Charchill
said in reply. "We have felt very zuch for the=
that they have not yet had a chance of cozing to
clcse quarters with the eneay. It is not their
faults it is not ocur faulty but there they stand,
and there they nave stocd through the whole of the
ceritical period of the last fifteen months at the
very polut where they would be the first to be hurled
into a counter-stroke against an invader.

"No greater service can be rendered to
this country, nc more important military duty can be
perforwed by any treeops 1o ell the Allies. 1t seens
to me that slthough they ray Lave helt envicus
that Aﬁstralian, tew Zesland aund Bouth Africen
troops hive been in @etion, the pArt they hiave
played in bringing about tho final result 1s second
to. nuone." ¢

As the Canadlan force in Britain bas grown
during the past few menths, 80 its relatiye importance
in the defence of the 1slards has grown also. Rever,
perbaps, it 15 true, has it been quite sc important
as it was in the daya fmnedlately after Dunkirk
when the War Cffice was labouring to recorganize
the army thet had been brought back from France,
and British factorles were working desperately to
produce new weapons to replace those lost scross
the Channel &ni to arm the new divisions which were
being raised. As the process of recrganization
and re-ar=ming produced results, the Canadian
formations in Britsin found themsselves hclding @
proportionally less significent position than
that which they had cccupied in the summer of 1940,
though they never ceased tc play an essential rola
in tho anti-invasion plan. The recent expansicn
of the Caradian furces in the United Kingdom,
however, has again increassed their relative
importance, and they would unquestionably take &
most fundanertal part in repelliing any German attempt
at invasion. What is now perhaps more t¢ the point,
they forz an equally impoertant proportiocn of the
force available for aetion on the Continent.

During 1941 and 1942 the Cenadians' precise
rvle in the Eritish Bome Forces underwent
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nf the Canadlan forces In Latlle om:.m molvxngl
-.'-'at m for instence, the Cenadien Corps, under

moldier to loave lunkirk, and who Mas recentl

'}-mtlmcxm (te hrsbnﬁlchbnwmr
~taken place in Dritaln), the Canadlans, oporaunc

formations, far fron minin% otatlec, moved

from one bres to another as clipoumstances dictated.
In the course of thelr operations and thoir

tmin:.nﬁ they covandu.;nat part of southern

!ho 3 promm- have been most N
They hove involved 4

notiﬂ.ty fron the th&m of the individual
in the use of his arms up to the pavticipation

large proportion of all the froope in Langlands
anceuwres conducted In Septeuber ard Ootobor

wmn. mruoipuud a8 an tant
chmnta. a "Southern® Agmy commanded Dy Oeneral
84y Taroldd Almnﬂor’ weo wue the last British

commonded the ent’ 1ittle Lprltish army in !

in copjunction with Mritlsh armoured and infentry ;
diviaiona, made & great whecl ra..m the west of

London snd fought thelr way thro the Chiltem 1
#11le in & camgeion lusting seversl days. (1e)

Hore ﬂconuy n&o&‘ 1949 the Carps
commended Ly Geno ] tee the soundness
of ite Graloing :.n MANOSL DS, only less extensive,
across the countles of southe-eautern Znjluend, These
laoted for nearly & fortnight, and in the course of
them the Cenadlans covered gpreat dictences (the A
infantry moving on foot to trate that they
could, if necd Le, Yo 1ndapancnnt of mechanical =
trans part) and in smto of heavy rain end pervasive
umyd ve & most satisfactory performences In the
closing stages, after long mmreies thooughout the
exorolise, pome infantry units covered mg ruch as 38
w108 in elghteen hourse This "scheo", thw most
realigtic and phyeleally the most mimeln 4
wiich the Cansdliaens Ysve Lalen pert, po |
gratifying evidence thab the bﬁtt.lmth&mn of the =
troope s never Leen higher. () _ ; ;f

Two new developments tave contriluted to

land u nmr ‘and agoem interest to tre ;unmrnr'l G ':'1
The firet 1s the tuc

"bcttlo alngs w}«im hos for its objeot to t.nnb\ ]
the soldler the Lusiness of comtat under conditions
which resenble those of setusl confllct as closely
g8 posdibles This training 1s strenuous 1u the ,
last d-gno and cnl; mert 10 the pink of condition
can o in 1te It involves the firing of 1ive - |
mitmmuemﬂtmmta the noles of Lattle |
gnd to remind thex that only swilt movenent end -
conetart slertness can ons're salety snd success in

aotion The Canadian Sralnl :dch ecnduot.‘
a ms; proportion of tbo mnﬁl% -
Cangtiian m oma now yoasesscs & Mth sehooi

U wing fehesush arrzu:m m of the B
e o tin Emﬁ = 3

ora%
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The second develcpment has been traluing
in Coabined CUperations. An army looking forward Lo
operations involving & sea crossing and a landing upon
& coast ceccupled by the eneny must learn tou co-cperate
with the Ravy, must practise the technique of
esbarkation and disembarkation, =must know how Lo
land (under fire if necessary) pot only its men,
but alsoc their weapons, 1light and heavy, and their
vehicles, upon an inhcspitasble shore. 6ur1n¢ 1941 and
1942 the Canadisn trcops have practised all these
activities upon & steadily increesing scale. The
Canadian Army (verseas has in fact made every eflicrt
to train itis fighting units at large in-wuch the
manner made famous by the "Comsandos™, 'the aunits of
Special Service Troops who have been emplcoyed in rany,
though not ally of the daring enterprises against the
ccasts of cccupied Furcpe which have thrilled the
free world. The idea has not been to conflne sSuch
training tc a few selected men, but Lo ensure that the
whole arzy will pussess both the tonghness and
the experience necessary in such coperations. Many
thousands of Canadian scldlers have now learned the
use of variocus kinds of landing eraft and the
approved methods cf utilizing them fur the conduct
of rapid and effective operations upon ap enesy.coaste ("Q

Both these new types of training reqiire a ‘
high degree of physical fitness and endirancej and buth
have been extremely popular with the trocpse. They
have gone far to compensste for the alLsence of getual
operations: partly because cf thoe elenent of nuvelty
involved and thelr strong appeal to the sporting spirit
and not least because they B0 strongly sugrest that
active uperations thenselves cannct be far akbadd

This brief ehronicle of cperations and training
is far from exhausting the story of the activitlies
of the Canadian troops. A full catalogue would reguire
a volume. Here we car give only a few exaumples of tle
miscollanecus useful activities which have been carried
on by special units.

A considerable propertion of the British
troops in the Ugyited Kingdom are Anti-Aircraft Artillery
employed in what ¥r, Churchill hss termed "this great
service called the A.D.G.B., cr the Air Deferce cf
Great Britain"., Canadlan Antie-Alrcraft upits in
Britain have multiplied during the past year and &
half; and they have manred many A.D.G.B, guusites
and have otherwise played a not unimportant role in protects
ing the country ageinst the Luftwaffe. Both Light and
Heavy Anti-Alircraft regiments have taken part in this work;
and their only cumplaint is that the restricted
activity of the German air force over Britain in
recent months has given them sll too few targets. When
luck has favcured them they have made the must cof 1t:
witness for example the incident of the Boefcrs crew which,
on the night of the 6=7 August 1541, while staticned
on the East Coest, had a chance at a Ju.880 and brought
1t down with the third rvund, This crew belonged L.

a battery which hai nct completed its training and had
in fact never actually fired its guns befcore. (13)
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Up in the Scottish Highlands, far from the
stations of the troops of the Canadian Field Army,
the "CANADA™ has been made familiar by the men
of the Canadian Forestry Corps. These troops, who
are trained scldiers as well as lumbermen, and are
prepared to assume a military role at any time when
circumstances require it, normally devote themselves
togroduciu the lumber which is so much needed in the
British war effort, Each Forestry Company is, in
sononlt a self-contained unit possessing its omn -111;
nill

and e one section of the company works in the "
cutting down the timber and trans it to the
another section operates the mill itself. Thus one
unit handles every stage of groﬁnetim, from the moment
when the axe is laid to the tree to the moment when the
fully trimmed board emerges from the mill ready for the
builder,

Each Fores Coxpany, it is estimated,
performs work equivalent to that of a 6000-ton ship
plying regularly across the Atlantic with cargoes of
tinber under wartime conditions., With the shippl.%
problem in it:hzrucnt state, no further evidence
the value of s Corps' services is required, ('4)

There is no time to speak of the vast
miscellany of important construction jobs which are
carried on by units of the Canadian Army. A large
groportion of the accommodation for the troops has

een provided by Canadian Engineer units which have
built commodious hutted camps, A major task lately
undertaken has been the construction "from seratch"

on a completely uncleared site of a gigantic aerodrome
for the R.C.A.F. lMen of the Forestry Corps were
brought from Scotland to help in this work, Canadian
tunnellers have played impo t parts in advencing
hydro-electric schemes of great importance to war
production, and have engaged in subterranean con=-
struction of many kinds., Recently they have helped
in reviving the anecient industry of tin-mining, cnce
a basic English economic activity but latterly almost
moribund until the Japanese occupation of Malaya made
its revival a matter of urgency. A tunnelling unit
still remains at Gibraltar where, for months
past, Canadian Engineers have been steadily at work
assisting in the improvement and extension of the
defences, (')

THE LIFE OF THE TROOPS IN BRITAIN

Since the arrival of the first Canadian troops
in 1939, the Cenadian force in Britain has shared the
varied c:g:rhmn of the British pooeh. They have
learned full of the word "blackout"; and
if they have acquired a healthy dislike for the
English winter (and the winters during this war have
been unusually unpleasant), they have learned also
why the poets have sung the ises of the English .
spring. They have tigh their belts along with L
the rest of th ion of Englandjy they have Q
lately said good to white bread (and midcntally




have found that the "Nationsl Loaf" which has
replaced It gives nc cause fer complaint); acd
Canadian military cooks have learned by experierce
the art of masking the most of the rations which

gondﬁticns in a beleasguered Island m=ake avelliable
¢ them,

Although the troops have not yet met the
eneny in the form in which they expected to enccunter
him they hLave seen scmething of the work of the Qerman
air furce. They wmatched with cpen admiration the
way in which the British people stcod up to the
heavy alr attacks which lasted from August of 1940
until ¥ay of 1941, and they have had some experience
also of the rmean little "reprisel raids® with wmhich,
more recently, the Germans have attempted to counter
the shattering blows of the R.A.F.'s Bomber Comnand.

In "the days cf the blitz" Canadian units
suffered a certain nusxber of casualties by bombing.
The heaviest single luss was in the great London
rald cof the night of 16~17 April 1941, when about a
score of Canedian soldiers, either staticned in the
capltal or spending leave Ehcre loat their lives.
A large nucber of these casusltles were caused by a
single direct hit ¢n & service hostel where a
Canadians were sleeping. This was the night, tud,
on which OQunner Jack Chanmbers, Royel Canadisn
Artillery, "with absclute disregard for his own
personal safetly, rendered invaluable assistance 1n the
rescue of Auxiliary Fire Service perscniel” Ilno a -
Londen suburb, and so won the Gaorge Wedal, ()

One Canadlan unit, a tracsit depot cperated
by the Lorne Sccts, was stationed in May, 19414 in @n
area which surrera& mercilless attack every night
for a waek, Many of the =en on its strength were soldiers
of low =edlcal categery awalting return to Canada. '
In this black week these men as well as the depot's
regular perscnnel acquitted themselves ncdly in
rendering aid to the civil population. Here
the Lorne Scots' Wedical Ufficer, Captain (miw
Acting Hajor) D.C.Heggle, fuyal Cenadlian Aray Hedleal
Curps, won the George dedal by couragecus labours
in succouring wounded civilians amcng the ruins while
high cx%}oaivo and incendiary bombs were still screaming
down. \

In happler moments the Canadlans have had plenty
of opportunity of aeiuainting thenselves with the
beautles of the English cuuntryside and the famcus
towns of Britain. FNowadays every scldier 1s entitled
to free rallway transpoertation during four pericds
of privilege leave each year, and in conseqguence
the farthest corners of the lslnnd have beccnme
femilisr with Canadian scldiers seeing the sights
and acquiring a better acqualntance with the
country in which they are serving. OScotland in
particular 1s a favourite rescrt of the Canadlan on
leave, and while the trocps Lave recelved great
kindness in every part cof the United Eingdom they
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have found, perhaps, that they are Just a little zore
at heme in Scotland then in any other part of the
British Isles. (w)

In his apare moments while with his unit
the soldier has continued to enjoy in an 1ntrtasinx

degree the generous services cf the voluntary :
Boganizations - the Canadian Legion, the Fnights

¢f Colunbus, the Sslvation Aruy, and the Y,d.C.A. =

which oparale under the auspices of the Caradian

Aixiliary Services. Lot least appreciated has Leen

the educational programse directed by the Caradlian

Legion War Services, which has made it pussible for

scldlers to keep thelr intellectusl interests allve

while in the &arny, and to impreve thelr education with 5
a view both to bn!ng more useful soldlers now acnd

more useful citizens when peace returns.

THE 1942 PROGEAMME AND THE PIRST CANADIAN ARNY

Within the past few months the hilstory of
the Canadian Arcy Uverseas has entered a new and
most important phase. It had becoume incressingly »
clear, as the Canadtan force in Britaln grow and '

~grew, that scme new organization for the higher

direction of this force was beccuing necessary. It
was therefore not whelly & surprise whemn'on 20 .
January 1942 Np, 'Eing announced in the House of ™
Commong that during the yeer !t was propised to
ereate cversens a Canadlan Army of tec Ar=sy Corps.

“Be added that with this in view the Governsent ¢lanned

tu convert the existing 4th Canadian Divisicn into
an Armcured Division and despateh 1t cverseas in due
course, and to "ralse, equip, train und despateh
overseas aenuther Arny Tank Prigade fuor use with the
Infantry Divisiuns ¢f the Cenadlan Corps.™ It wuuld
alst de neeessary to send additicnsl ancillary trocps
for the two Corps now tc be alntalined.

A few days after this announcexent was xade,
Generul MeNsughton, now fully recovered from his
recent illness, arrived ic Canada = making his [lirst
trip home since he crossed the ccean with the Pirst
Pivision in 1939 - to discuss the detalils of the next

‘year's programse with the Government and to see for himseX

the great progress which had been made in organizing
the Dominion's war effort on the home frent. Hefore
the end of March he was back in Bngland -« travelling
with yet ancther cunvuy of Canadlan troops - o put:
into operation the decisions made at Cttawa.

Cn & April 194Z - Easter ¥cnday < it was
announced that the Arsy Headquarters forecast in
¥re. King's statezent had that day been established in
the United Kingdom, and that General Nclaughton
had assumed ccmuand ¢f the First Canadian Arny.
Cne Corps Headgnarters, of course, already
existed, and General Crerar, who had acted as
Coerps Commander 1 General MelNsughton's absepce, was now
confirmed in the comuand of this Corps. Genersl
Crerar, it will be recalled, bad been one of the '
first énnadisn afficers to reach Bngiand after the

vutbreakx of war; he went te London to establlsh
Canadian ilitary lleadgquarters, and gave up the .
aprointzent of BSenlor Cfficer there only tu return
te Cansda tc become Chief of the Oeneral Starfl,
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Two officers whoe had held important sppointaeriis
under General lictaughton at Corps Headquarters as
Origadiers ncw tock up appeintzents at Arany Head-
quarters as General Lificers ¢ Yajor=Ceneral
G.R.Turner, H.C.y, D.C.H., and Major-General C.S5,L.
llertaberg, u.C. It was anncunced that a lacond Cerps
Headquarters would be established shortly. ()

The new Army thus formed is the First
Cabadlan Arnmy in nore senses than one. F¢ Canadian
Arny Headquarters was ever formed in the last war, though
it was recognized that four Divisions and a considerable
body of Corps Trcops (the strength of the Canadian Corps
in France in 19180) was an unusually large force for cne
Corps Headquarters to direct; and in the latter
months of the war the formation of a seecnd Cocrps
was sericusly discussed. The strength now anpounced for
the First Canadian Aray - five Divisiocns, tac Arny
Tank Brigades, and other Corps and Army Troops in
large numbers = is considerably larger than the
greatest ;uctual stréngth of the Caradisn Corps at
any time during the last war. *

A very notable fs¢t concerning the com-
pusiticn of the rew Army 1is-1ts great proportion of
armoured strength, Two of ils Cfive Divizions will
be Armoured 2ivisicns, and the.two Arxy Tank Brigedes
are puwerful formations alsc. The Winister of
Fational Defence sald in the Nouse of Commons on
11 February 1942, "Under the Army program e for 194:,
" the Canadian Arsy Cverseas »ill bey LIl proportion,
probably the most highly rechanized and mobile
arny in the world"”,

The physical character of the Canadian Arny
Uverseas has thus undergone many changes durlng the
past year and a half. These have had the eflect of
increasing both its mobllity and its striking power
until the Canadian force under the 194Z programce
will possess an actual fighting potential quite out
¢f proportion to its numerical strength ccnsidered in
terms of cld-fashicned infantry. But though the
material form has changed, the spitit rexzains the
same: it is the spirit of the old Canadian Corps of the
last war, a spirit ipstinet with the pride and wvigour
of Canadian natiocnality. The alm likewise re=ains the
samet to perfect s fighting machine so powerful and
8¢ efficient thet it will be able L& play a major
part in the winning of the final victory.

The precise zatner in which the weapon now
under Ceneral Heclaughton's hand will de 430& is a satter
for the future to disclcsej but the General hilmselfl
has called it, us every Canadiasn knvws, "a dagger
pointed at the heart of Berlin". There have bean
changes, these past few months, in the way &n shich the
troops in Britsin envisage Lhe shape of Lgs Lo
ccue. They have never had any doult that befure the
finish they would zarch across the bridges of the
Rhine as their fathers did in 1915; bul there was =
time when they thought thelr flrat battle aight well
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be fought on English downs or beaches - some varient
of

A six days' stunt on an fast Coast [ront,
And the Hun with hls back to the sea,

Now they think in terms rather of erocssing the water
themselves and driving the Germans back across the
lands they congquered all too easlly two years ago0.
They all know that in the manceuvres of 1942 the
Canadian divisions practised workinz on a reduced
goale of transport - the ascale which would be
avallable toc the advanced troops of an army invading
the Continent., (1s)

The island fortress which the men from
Canada have helped to garrlison 1s scparated only by
a few miles of watery no~man's~land from that
Continent, whioch today seethes and rocks under the
tyrant's fect, Thes people of France and the other
invaeded and ins:lted territorles await only an opport-
unity to throw off the yoke and exact a juat and
condign reckoning. BHut they cannot meke the opportunity
themselves. The blow must be struck by the countries
still strong and free, and the free 50il of Britain
is the base from which it will be launched. On that soil
the Canadisns now stand ready.

Yote on the Illustrations [ .

.

The photographs with which this article lcf?‘
fllustrated are Canadlan Offlclal Military Photographs,.

The illustrations further include reproducticdns

of paintings and drawings by Second Lisutenant W.A,
Ogllvie, one of the Canadian officer-artists no‘g
ungaged in making a plctorial record of the Canadian
#imy Overseas, There is glso & reproduction of a
palrting by Captaln Henry Lamb, ¥.C., A.R.A,, the eminent

Engl!sh portrait artist, who has for some time past
beer detalled by the Sritish Uovernment to work with
Canadian troops; and two of drawings by Lieutenant-
Golonel Louls Keene, i.D., &an officer serving with
the Canadian Army Overseas who paints in spare moments.
One of these has been purchased by the Britlsh Government
for lts War Records.
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