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2 Jul 42 _
Further Material on British Plans for DECLASSIIIEDY
Preparastion of 0flicinl 'iistories, Authority: DHD 33
Present &tate of Canadian Army listorical by (2% tor DHist NOHO
Activitieg Oversous. Dete:

1. This Iw presents materisl additional to that forwarded
in Ro, 67 (da 17 Apr 42), dealing ﬂthr:lm for British
Cfficial Histories of the rresent war, o present Report deals
particularly with plans for a co~ordinated history of the Britisgh
ledical Services and with historical activities carried on at
Combined Operations Headguarters, Some comments are offered on
the present state of the Canadian Army's historical programme,

PLANS FOR BRITISH FEDICAL HISTORILS

2, On 16 Jun 42 the sriter called by invitation on Cclonel
FeA ke CREN, T, D,y at licbart House, Col. Crew, in addition to "
being Dim&r of Hedical Research for the British Aray, has 4
recently been appointed ‘o the editorship of the Army section of :
the Official British Eedical liistory. hanks Lo information
obtained from Col, Crew, a fuller account than that in Report No.67
can now ba given of the plans for British Wedical histories, :

3. As wag briefly explained in Report No. 67 (pare.30), the
preparation of a medical history of war has been the subject

of speclal arrangements, An Editorial Board has been conatituted
includdng repraesentatives of the Medical branches of the ¥4 2 ]
Sarvices, the Ministry of Health, the Department of lleslth for
dcotland, the Hedical Research Council, and the War Cabimet g
Secretardat. SIR ARTHUR kacBALTY has been :Epointn.d Editor=in- -
Crief. Col. Crew serves as Sub-Bditor for the military section,

4, Col. Crevw explained that as the contemplatod history =1l
inclwde not only the work of the llediecal departmonts of the three
fighting services, but also thot of the ildnistry 6 Health, the ‘
Departaent of Health for Scotland, and the Energency Nedical Serviece,
the production of a co~ordinated Ristery «111 not te & particularly
easy task, There is certain to be some overlapping Letween the
various services;j e.g.y in the event of operations in a theatre
of war in or close to the United Kingdom, some military casualities
will cornlnl.z..:; put inte Emergency Redical Gervice hospitals,

Un the other s in large portions of the field there will be
alnost no eontuact betgeen the work of the R.,A.1.C. and that of the

| other nedical organisations, Col, Crew is of the opinion that in
practice only 2 rather limited degree of co=ordination with the

| histories of the other servieces #1l1l be poasible,

Se He envisages his osn work as a series of volumes falling into
three categories: = | % B,

(a) An aceount of the development of the Army

Wedlecal Services in this war, dealing with
organization, andministration, ete,
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(b} gucrlpum of theaua:.iiul ;smt- of . -
?ﬁ::'gm, oyl "‘sﬂlctat:ﬁg;un

(e) clinteal and profassional aspects b — for DHist NOKO

Col. Crew's feeling is thet 1n (e) thpn is phn%othﬂutﬂ; &
- collaboration, not only betwecen the ssrvi bt alzo between
naticns. He observed. mthommmo} “for instenca,
ring a separate hiys “of the professionsl opaenits: it
mﬁ be mope sensitle for har to contribute to & gmtn,l. history r
summarizing end recording the elinieal oxirenm and progress of tlw -
whole Comnonwealth or even of all the Allied Nations, 3

6, Col, Crew remmried that his deseriptions o campaigns could
scarcely be undertaken until narretives of General &tsf? aspects of

these ¢ nm avallable. As such merratives are already in
gmt;n Hmport o, 6‘?) this s uul!ltnly to be a serious

7. DIHpIsssount of elinical davolmt Cel. Crew mm out,

could not be written until the war -uwzr hut.t.hunl not true

of (a) and (b)y; and in fact he frur work on (&) ferthwith,
—_He 15 now ulubnn; a staflf with this ih view. ‘He foels that 1t is
JLiUekFoolddntisl to “get on with the job™ at onee, and pemerked that he

?:‘ gppﬂucd by the ruung of being a:lauﬂy "t.wo and a half years

a

8. Col, Crew menticned that the modicti authorities in the United
K now understood to be organizing hhtoricn work on a very

NATURE OF, BRITISH JBDICAL RECORDS . s L

9 The nature of 'the main categarua ‘of British medicsl rmﬂu
was explained to the writer by Colonel 8. LYLL CUMMINS, a retired
officer who appears in the ¥ar 0ffice Directory under l.ll.b. as
"Historian", and who has evidently been engaged for some time In
collection nnd organization of this material, The chief utogoﬂu
of material mentivned were (a) the War Diaries of Medical Units:. '
(b) Published Articles: snd (o) Reports of cmmmu in nri.nnu
theatres ef war,

10s The War Disries were saild to be of very unegual f
general Col, Crew ard Col, Cumming apmr to have pather a .‘[u m Lo
of them as sources for mediezl histo The War Diaries of :
units in this theatre of war go to Ho rt House for storage and
consultation, Diaries of units in the Hiddle Last are sent _alcng
with other Diaries from that theatre, to Indis for safe lwrplu. .

11, At Hobart House a comprehensive file has been bduilt up of

published material (chiefly articles from professional journals) which
J};? 1131»11 to be of use in the preparation of a mediecal luﬂm

12, The reports from Consultants in the various theatres et

(of which the writer was shown some examples) are likely to bu vnmbh

historical sources, These Consultants are travel medical officers

'hoaroina‘{outimtamngmtdulmm 2 general view

of the medical operations :ln the theatres in shaeh ttw are -plond.
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135 Col, Crew mentioned further tl:ut provision has been made for
the nomination by the ledical Research Comcu of "liedical Observers"
in verious departments of medicsl sclepge. These are eminent

civilisn doctors who are given temporary military status and granted
facilities for observation in the vum theatres of warj

writer understood Col, Crew to say that three dth-unnﬂq-n ,
were at present in Libya. Their reports should be 1= material
for historical as well as for immediate purposes, Col., Crew

remarked, however, that these observers are responsible to the
dedical ﬁuumh &auneil a ecivil Eqdy He feels that while the

provision of wnedical ah“mrt is 1f an excellent idea, this is
themn .lpmc edure, and tho matter should be handled mti. within
.‘ - e

14 The preparation of a medical history of any kind is obviously
a ;:uk for a professional -nz and any observations which a layman
a

make in th ter must necessarily be merely tentati
¥61R%HeN; comments are offered strictly in this spirit, '

15, It will be recalled that after the last war a history of the
——— &8 Military ledical Services separate from that of the Arny
J1 was prepared and published, This work was undertaken by

the late 8IR mmu mmn. nheu rmr and mtoreatm volm.

entitled O ‘) _

1914-19 4"]1‘55!"!{55‘" 92° secns

airly evid ) respect to t ronnt unr t.he saqe pmodm

W rolloud and a separate history red, The

2 ‘8ot by the British authorities is one indica m that this
procedure 1s probably desirable., On the other hand consl~
derations rendering difficult the complete co—ordinnhm of the
medical histories of the various sorvices are even stronger in the
case of Canada than in that of the United !’:l.ngdulll!l and it seems

likely that a completely separate history of «Coh .0, lhould bo
envisaged,

16, In view of the progress already made by the Mt.‘-ah m-.nmuu
towards the compilation of a medical history, and in the 1ight of
their strong feeling that it is highly desirable that work om ahah a
history should proceed while hostilities are still in progress

- would seem to bte & matter for consideration by the Cansdian lc&ionl
zuthorities whether it is not desirable te appoint e competent
officer of the R.C.A.¥.C, to undertake preliminary historifeal work
at Canadian Military Headquarters, It has obviously been mubh ;
for the present writer to deal adequately with the
the medical service, though he has attempted to ke mtmhine
very general way wigh the developmant of the R,C.A.H.C, zation
in this country, If the publication of an adequate  Jedical
Hintor{hahortly after the conclusion of hostilities is felt to be Y8
desira 1t seems essentisz]l that a competent professionsl man should
now be duigmtod for this work and given facilities m uulortakm

- 15T o

17. If an officer were appomtod to the staff of the Director of
Medical Services at C,M.H.Q, for historical duties, he would be in a
positien to meintain élose iiaison both with Col, 8rew and with the
Nistorical Officer, C.i.H.i, He would be able to commence at once
the preparatien of material on the evolution of the organization
and administration of the Canmdian M Services Oversessy he
would be in a position to make ations for maintaining an
ad mte record of the medical aspects of active operations when tltm.
beg and he would be able to keep in touch with the British
authmuu with @ tiur-w ﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂlbh future prepar=tion of such a
oint account of ¢ '

1 m"J ¥ Nn IMQ% o as Col, cmww{;GM
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18, In view of these facts, it is suggeated that the pedical
authorities of the Cansdian Army should give consideration to. the
i ossibilit.y of such an appointment,

WORK OF THE comm mlﬂﬂ moma

19, Thanks to the oe& ofﬂ.on of Lt nﬂa—ur K.8. ucmcnm .
R.C.H.V.Rsy the mug poztmi viciting Combined .
Operations Heauquarter- on 13 Jun 42, and making informal contact
with the office of the Recorder there,

20, The Recorder of Combined COperations :la ¥r, H, 8T, GEORGE
SAUNDERS, who has acquired considerable reputation in this country

as the uuthor of two valuable pamphlets on the work of the R.A.F.,
published hy His lajuty's Stationery Office:

and The writer did not see Mr, ers, who evidently
spends conpara voly little time at C,0.H.Q., but he met h:ls

Assistant, F/Lt, DUDLEY TAYLOR, R.AFaVaRay and spent about an hour

in epnvepmagdon with him,

21, F/Lt. Taylor has worked for many mra as Mr., Saunders'
——assistant, and the writer sathored that both these gentlemen were
L0 GHers- Bt the staff of the British Embassy in Paris previous to the

collapse of France, F/Lt, Taylor under s the task of preparing

of the important documents relating te the topie upon which
+ Saunders be engaged at the moment a.nﬂ on the basis of these
precis Mr, Saunders then writes his mrm{i

SREL & 0“!‘!&&. Taylor is at present aged in perforning this k on
the records of various opera 3ch have been undertaken mor
the direction of C.0.,H.Q. At tho time of the writer's visit
engaged in making a of the documents relating to a certa
project whieh had no ct, been carried out, but which, he thmcht,
served admirably to cxouplify the procedure for planning, considering
and developing schemes for individual operations.

23. It is not yet certain that any pamphlet or palphllts en
Combined rations similar to .
will be gu 1lished during the wars S ous t cons: ons
of security would necessitate the omission of a great deal 9:! mt
important and interesting material; but in any ecase, thanks teo the
activig of P/Lt. Taylor, the essential materials for a history of
the work of C.0.,1.q. will be available in a condensed, organized and
manageable form at the conclusion of hostilities, and the preparation
of a complete history from them would presumably be no very long task,
24, F/Lt, Taylor has at his disposal not merely the "high level™
documents with respect to the planning of operations, and the :
official material relating to thelr actual conduet, but he also
collects first-hand accounts of the experiences of "survivors" of the
various expeditions. He pointed out that historical work at
Combined Operations Headguarters is a much more concentrated and

© LGHopeOspecialized task than that of dealing with the operations of a
large army. The forces normally involved are comparatively small,
and the operations brief and concentrsted; the historleal narrative,
accordingly can descend to detaill in a manner impossible in an
account of iargs campaigns, ;

25.  Lt.-Commdr. Haclachlan has told the writer that the present
arrangements at the office of the coubinu Opouﬁ:lom Recorder are
not necessarily permanent, ‘

"\
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CANADIAN ARUY HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES OVERSEAS

26. The constantly accumulating evidcqbq nr the extént of the active -
preparations made by the British authoi'ittu for the writing of Official
Histories of the present war serves to Mif'y the more limited measures

so far taken by Canada and to suggest thh prapricty ot extending those
measures as opportuniths ari.n-

27+ In Report No. 67 tln writer nnnt:lmd the dnirabintﬁg
preparing as soon as possible a comprehensive narrative of the Canadian
aspects of the overseas events of 1940, suggested that the means or
effecting this might be found in the appéintment of nn Assistant
Historical Officer, C.M.H.Q., On this passage the following comment
was made by Lieut. -Ganoral HeNAUGHTON, G,0.C,~«in-C,, First Cdn Army

" (Letter PA 3}-7 to Senior Officer, C.H.H.Q., 27 Apr 42)t

2, VWith fart:lcnlar reference to para 39 in which the

Histordecal Officer renews his recormendation for the
Dizigppudatment of an assistant, I am very much in favour of

this so that the -eo-prahenslva narrative of our operations
and develo ts in 1940 may be prepared at an early date
far otherwise there is a danger that we ~lose the full

Jlule gecolrgfory of this phase because much of the intimate history
of the more important parts remains in the minds of
individuals has never been committed to paper.

28, The substance of this comment was transmitted teo N.D,H.Q. in
‘Iww.s. 1562 (9 May 42), which advised that the War Establishment
Ly Hheeting at C.M.H.Q. "had approved the mceaury amendment to

the establishmt of the General Staff Branch, C.H.H. Information

has now been received that this amendment has recei Pr:lvy Counecil
approval, Suggestions for an appointment have been made to N.D,!H.Q.

(!olagrau G.8, 892, 12 Mar 42, and G.S5. 2162, 24 Jun 42), If an

experienced historical student with some military background cannot be

made avallable from Canada, it is hoped that an officer may be found -
in the Canadian Army Overmu with academic or eguivalent qualifications

'hich in conjunction with experience in the field would render him

suitable for such an appointment., In any case, it is desirable that

the Assistant Historical Officer should be available to start work
soon, since the Historical Section, C.H.H.Q. (consisting so far of
one officer only, plus two attached War Artists) has of late found it
more and more di!'ﬁ.cult to keep abreast of 1ts work.

29, The reports whose compilation makes up the major part of this
work fall into three maln categories @

(a) Reportl on operations or other individual events

of importance,
(b) Periodiecal routine reports on- i.-portant ses of
go development and activity of t.hn Army
erseas, UL A : '

Lol o
(e¢) Reports on speeial topiu.

30, At the present time two oporatim an!t attontion. The writer
has not yet been able to compile an account of the part played h{hu.m

Canadian troops in the raid of 22 Apr 423 and m; re ry
work has been done on the HONG KONG ogo ons, f%hile the ntory of
the latter is not directly a responsibility of the Historical Offiger, -
ColicHoQey it 15 felt to be desirable to prepare, if ponihh a precls

of the documents on the matter avallable in LO)II&N

: Lu ' gqauaot ¥ _
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& Page 6
31, Of the regular topic; u’n.teh an attempt is made to deal with
_roughly every quarter, two are at sunt in arrears : "G of
Canadian 1f4litary Forde in the United Fingdom" (last report, 29 Jan 42!

and "Progress in Bquipment" (last report, 22 Feb 42). :

24 thn o’ ta iolP n 1t attentinn are thl
_%;11 -lxn-ml-a of -vtoint P o 1'#

(a)"lncal and cmtiﬂtiwnl Posiﬁion of Ganadian
;orees }githn United Kingdom under ﬁha Visiting
orces .

(b) Reinforcement Policy anﬂ ﬂrganixation of Canadian
Reinforcement Units,

(e) Personnel of Canadian Army Overseas Returning to
Canada (P,0 .\!. Escorts, officers and N,C,0.'s
for newly mobiliged \mits, instructors, ete.).

(d) Honours and Awards to Canadian Personnel :
POliQy’ ete,
Dz pngou ,
(a) Activities of T.A. M. T, 30&1:10!1, C.H.H.Q.. and
Canadian Mechanization Depot,

‘L"ﬂjjuﬁcmﬁii in present circumstances it is rarely possible to deal in
one month with more than three such topies as those mentioned, and as
additional current topies constantly present themselves 51ff1cu1
S ShtaliRe us WL ihe sevmniintel SanTSr wianct 1 hoped tha
the Assistant listorical Officer now authorized may be able to give .

- tance with the tasks of the Section generally, but the

LT06 ofily ive marrative of the events of 1940 on which it is hoped %o
‘begin work shortly is in itself enough to,nceugy the full time of &
counpetent inveatigator for at least a year. n these circumstances
it may shortly be necessary for the writer to request still more
assistance, It should be kept in mind that the advent of active
operations will inevitably vastly inerease the burden of historical
work, The manner in which this work is to be approached requires
consideration, and it is hoped that it may shortly be discusgsed with
the proper authorities at H.Q., First Canadian Army,

34, At a moment like the present, one hesitates to suggest the -
expenditure of additional time and energy on an nctivit which appears |

to make no direct contribution to winning the war he writer
feels himself in a rather ungrateful position in £his respect,
Nevertheless, it would seem to be a responsibility imposed by his
appointment to assess the situation from the point of view of the
needs of the future 0fficisl Ristoritn, and to make recommendstions
accordingly.

35. Cne or two ganeralisatioan may be ventured. If the pﬁblieatiol;
of an adeguate Official History scon after the close of hostilities is
considered desirable, it is necessary to follow the e of the
British authorities and give active attention to the matter while
hostilities are still in progress; eand one officer engaged in the

© 1ebr¥ifiow can probably accohplish as much as three approaching it after
the conming of peace, when actual participants are scattered, when
the edges of individuals' memories are dulled, and when there w11 ve
little to -ork with except the documents.

cwnunwar:mmmnnmmnm“'
36. In connection with the historioal narrative of ﬁho avuats of

1940 to which reference is made above, and on which it is hoped to
begin work almost at once, the dlfrleulty arises that this narrative

must be designed to serve lfhe rAGEN’SY an bfriﬂinl History for which
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no general plan has been laid down. The terms of reference provided
for the Historiecal Officer, C,K.H.Q.y are "To collect and prepare
material for the future use of the 0fficial Histordan®, 3 no
Offiedial listorian for the present war has yet been appointed, and as
the principles upon which an O0fficial History is to be prepared have
not been expressly defined, the Historical Officer can only use his
own judgment, on the basis of past Canadian experience, and giving due
weight to the views of those entrusted with directing ) compilation
of Official Histories now being prepared in the United Kingdom,

37. He proposes accordingly to proceed with plnnning this narrative
on the basis of the following assumptions @

1.

UL Ll UL E £ Lot 1O e i & L v O =9t Y
compiled for the three Canadian fightin
! , This is suggested by these ecircumstances :

(a) Unlike the British histories, which are likely to be
mainly sccounts of operations, the Canadian histories
Diefpaiou are like to include (and in the Historical Officer's
i "~ wview ought to include) accounts of the raising,
organization and general activities of the forces,
P B particularly the forces serving outside of Canada,
JIIU6 HECEIAGY Those aspects of the work of each service are largely
! independent of the work of the other services.

(b) While it is essential that the Military history, in
dealing with cperations, should give the fullest
iy attention to the Air aspect (whether R.C.A.F, or R.A.F.)
JLIWe O LB and to the Naval aspect (R.C.N, or R.N.,) where such -
exists, the operations both of the R.C,N. and the
R.C.A.}. are to a large extent carried on in areas
where they do not touch the work of the Canadian Army.

(e) The three Canadian services now maintain separate
historical departments, and so far as the writer is
aware no arrangements (apart from a measure of in-
formal liaison) have been made for co~ordinated or
centralized historical activity.

38 115 A : gian Uiflcisl History should & Dpes D_the
' 1 public as well ag to military students

¥ith this in view, technicalities should be avolded and technical
matters generally dealt with only as thoz affect policy and strategie
or tactical development., The history should be approached mainly from .
the "G" viewpoint. The "A" and "Q" aspectscanndt be neglected, but the
accurmlation of a great mass of detail should be avoided, Spocialist
aspects should be left for investigation by specialists and treatment
in separate studies. The Official History p should be written
throughout in a manner calculated to be interes to, and comprehen~
sible by, any intelligent Canadien civilian,

I3 VL.

See para. 37(a), above, This, in general, is the line taken in the
Canadian Official History of the last war. In the trestment of
erations it may be worth while to remember the opinion of the British

historical authorities that the narratives in 1914~18 histories
have proved rather too detailed for general purposes., (See Report
Ne. 67.) 0 Delenzoy
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