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I ht;l.ve the honour to present 11

c... This rej)oj't deula '.'1ith the a1t1l9tlon in tllf' cit;" of
London 8S it in to-du:r artf-r tonT und u hult fOon'tha of 1JOMb!n
by thR eTlf~M:" The obf-lervu"tions harp pl'PB~n'tiorl are adtl1 tionul
tu "ho~e made 1n m:T i1r~t. rU;Jol"u, d'-1ted : 1 1>eo. ItJ40, whlah
oont.s.1ned rD.:' fl1't3't lrn~Jroselonl:! of the Wl;slie ot the (6).11 -';81.

::31 noe thlit tine I huve vi u1 tell o'~her urells uwl tulkod to cuny
people. and an now uhIe too liet dowll. I hOJ)o. t1 more oomplet.e
vioture of mt1~'lIill~ (londit.iona,

~, It will lle renul1ed -.;ho1. 1,ha allBl1'" ut1.enp'tp.d little
in the 'Ha~1 of ho")h ttt"tHotS HJ)On th1H uountl'" for lillJn~... nonths
follow1 nu the ollthreuk of the J)re80nt \lsr. He tulojl'tt-'tl tl more
hotive find 001'8 1'11thle~~a ;)011u'" bf'g1m11rpo In J1lne. lY40. when
the "B...ttle at Prlmoe" was virtuall" over and the Prenoh govern­
lOent. had 8Uf1l1 for un 81'l1i8t106, It. oons1ot'1'uhle nllnl)ar ot
caauslt,1 a8 wpre ouused bnOTI Bri tia11 01 viIi anu dllrl ng the l'e­
mninder of ,111np. HII(l the month ot :Tul-". Ahom" l.he Middle of
Augnst the "ttiOl( waB itl'tenejt1ed. und 1" ttpjl8Hrerl 'that un
atteml)t 18S hein~ cHrle h;'" the tTerl'1t:i)lS to oh1;sin Hir sl1}j£r1orlty
!'l'ej,lurat.or:T'to invusion. fln Ih _ ug. CHOV]XIJ WtlS rained; bnd on
•..4 uug. b0fl11JS ',ver~ llroj'j)t!cl fOl" 'the fir:!t t1l'1e 1n antral Jondon.
'.:.'he oapitolta real ordeal Ma~r he t:uiid 'to huve bo~m on the uzter­
noon of 7 Sept_. when it "\lUB llofllbed wi'thout oe!if:otion for man'r
houra", the a'ttaok bein'3: oonOfm'trutod p-d,;m )111.11;" upon the
re~ion aronnd ~he l>O~kB. PrOI1 "hid ~il.1e om/orc1:i. throu~ 3£j)­

~embel'. Oatoober lird J1nV6I'lhp:r, T/or,dml las honlled il'ltens1vel:- Hnd
lurgely 1nrllRorirn1mltel:T. and 'Ve"t dHr1bpe \IUS done. In his
early dU"lligh"t ruidli the eneny't:i 10aHeH \le1'O heu".". and us 'tine
}la~sed he 'trl>.llSff rred his ojlerut1on~ Dore uurl More to the r.oura
of durlmeas. when hi s 1l0Mhel's ',fere reluti vel'· dutf- iron the
}1 htera of 1,he ;{.A.:·'. Luter he hegun to d1:t·co~ hia hCfrv1eet
blo'VB uglll nst. provtllJiul por'ts und iJ.du,3'tl'iu:" ;,)eJl~red - B !1l1iJh
roors senalhle }lolj'~'T in Ii nl1i~u:., vie", - und tol1e ottaO}:!:1 on
London began to albcklm. ·.;hOll~L t.ht~~1' hllve nover ceutJed _ Pro­
bably the motn de~3'trlliJ~lve sin :i.e uttLiok :fU~ nud~ WEld U COI:l­

'puru"i vel., re>Jer,t one - i.~H~ i nuennlur-- 1'u1 d 01: ~l\e Ci t;" '4~ Ueu
1':.140) ahloh is l"ei~l'red to in ::1:' {l.jJo;.'t J o. 1.
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~. III tho ore'-~Ol11l;.J ll'ugrUJ.ih i;l-).e clu'Lo!' (tllld 'tho
.quotation UOll':LO~·1.111"l -;he l'u:!d of '/ JUj.l~.) derive trot'1 ~U)

':'lmes JHvl e-./ ot the "our 1..,40, ~Jubl:1 ohud . Ii '1.1". Ctho ~lceB-o~

"" ,'Tun 1~4i. ItruJJ l.he l':SiltH Gour.JO, und '.:'ho ':'lncB o-f :..1" ;r£.n.
1~4l • .;O'1ti 'tht· ~ollo./in~ o1~iolD.l ~1 ~nr(:-8- ozoivl11~11 ctl.8t1ul­
tiCd. whioh rb':lo..:~ ~hc ,;enerul ~OUl'3e ot ....hc ruida or, t.he
Un:1 ~ed Y.! fJ JdorJ {llot; on London u:"onc J :

llOlJ'lih at 1 tJ40

,Tune (~l~OI:'l lU1ih)
JUly
Jl\1~U:Jti

:.->eJJteuber
00to1101'
J ovetiber
!Joe'liber

I:llled

~ti8

l,07b
6. \)54
ti.~:-4

4.tiUU
~.7~

476
~r..l

1,,,,,61
10,615
U,6~5

U,i...Oi::;
5,044

•

b. '...'h(. hOhV"" rllid Ofl C(n::l"_':~Y on i,,}u... n:1 1. (j!? :::"~-lti

I O'\"'. eight. ."lorhuJ)s bo t.Uj:.en b3 IJl.Jr,:lhg tho end ot'!ondon's
;lOrGt 01'100; 1ih13 '.il.. G '",ht> lJet$::'llllilig 0:: illto .naive Lr.t1;u,;}:a on
,lJrovlrlc1lil ohjc.)tlv6<:J, .ih!ah huvo hI CI. rmch 111 (vioc.n.,}€ ... ir.,Je.

G. ,,~B 1101;ed 1 rl I:l:t iirut 'oJlor1;, thc u'tt~;:lLp on LOLdon
G.iJiJcur :'0 h<.lvO u"};:lo:'11111shed nOiihln: 'to;,lurds hrco}:111g Ci',111un
I:lorule. I'ever-;hole~H3. Ur. r.. }~~ P~~.';01 0:; ChI U{l u ·!OUJc. 111 B.

oon'ler3<"l'tiol' wIth no on 6 Jun .• c:\.}Jl·ooood t.ho vio\J 'that t.he
oontinuoulJ heuvy ruida WCl'e huving aoue t:~:'eut on ~he pOjJU­
lation ut -;h( 1..jr!1c t'lhen '";11(,;' ./orr- Ubul,doll(;d. ('nt; aoule !cel.
he .Hdd. b 52"0\11'-13 d:':' •.dl ul,d tEliBbnesa; hUd the 1ernuno 'hoen
able to keel) 1Ij-l -;huoJe ruld3. 'thtJ rC;Jult Ml.~h~ huvo hoen
80riou",. HtJ iJ1JO}~tJ. 1 prc:,HlI:l.6, with 31)(0:ul rotarel ce to the
!Jcr1ad in ;:ic.,;tGIJbel· lu.l~ whou hauv: p ru1di1l5 "'/US heing ourl'lcd
on ho~h h~, dUJ title.! ni ~11"t, und }I(;l'hu~J 'to tohe lJoriod the:·cuftoor
""/holl ni,.!ht ruidl;) \lere lr.lost. OOI,t.il1HOU,J.

7" .\-:. 1~l1o lJrCoont tim£.. l.houf!h bttuoLu 011 :-olJdoll con-
t.im\(]. thry II:.,·. leBs f'l"oqner,,;. und i tI l~oTjorul It;~3 obvcre.
thur. forl'l.orl;r. J);J.:r11(;ht ruidin!1 hus ulnout acuGod; though I
arrived in Londou on ... 6 ])eo •• I did not hell:' til tilert n1~al

in du:,li~ht llIltil j Jun .• llnd oven then no Bound ot bonb~nl~

or lJUnf1rc fo lowed. 3ince m;l urrivul. there hac be(;ll no in­
ter:::-u!Jtion of work ut c.:.ll.H.Q~ b'p bonbinR". lind no oo;)au~on

tor 'the Jtll=:' 'to tuke shelt~r. A rOclont telldcnc'l at onOM~p

jJolioJ] hoa beon jnJrcti13ed rollunJe on inocnditt:'·· hornba: bu't
the t'I0udUrOl;i tU}:Cll since tho C'top ruid o~ :...( lJl.c. (notubl,.
"Jot'ljJl1l.J ry ~jre-\/tl'tchinB''') huve lur,;cl~r reduoad the dQn~er

=roro lthla souroo. The Boul: rreruun ~iro-bot:lb3 Ul'e eVidon'tl:r
not dungerous it 'tlJ.e:r <.Ire seen to full und U~'C lJronjJtl:p dealt
with.

.
8. 11; dot: ti iii t.hou"t stnl n ~. hO\/Qvt:.". ·..ha'"; uonJl dt ruble
duma e i3 o"tI11 being irl:'ll.J1.ed. I BuW un c::~t&L1.Jlc ot ";h1s on
'tho I:lOrn1ni! ot 3unda:l. : ... Zan. }01ng 1;o\'1urds the :It.cl·,, El.d
Hi th li v1t;:iI 1.0 ~ocinn 'the dL.DUtJo in ~hu't bl"O<.l. I Illighted bt
'the BH:~ .. 'lbf;; .:;)t.<.It.~on. 1hc .Judoer.ticra 01 M:- 'truir••101'0 con­
ducted 'to the 3treet hy a dev10u~ routo. uno on rcuohjng It
wo :0 md u hUJe nc.i Orb.'i;.C;l· • .,; l1~oj h'~ u bonb dn~.J.Jed the ~J:'c­

ViOllol n1 ~ht. ::!quurel: r in tho 1\1no~10r. ot !..rI:Ui.:::' bliC '_1 :"i..l...!J­
rE.~lJ!Z .J'tree'ts. \/I'thln u tou :.'oet o~ the outer \/11.11 at the
Buru: 0:: :.;r:.d.... bnd. .u.t '=:"r-.1:' I \/<.13 Ir...;11n~d ~o tohin): tho~ 'the
loct.tIon ot ~ho burst .'lHS 0. ,,!Jioue o~ :;til>!.! :L 1\)1:. hu1. 11 :"ow
IJInu"teo lutor li jJo~j .JeUl;.IlI on d11t.·· llft.r ·...r"e l1onnnc) 't 'told nc
t.hn t tr"o bonb had lJonet;rutcd yurt ot the .... llbe"! f1~!.lt10l. und
that .130 ~er50nJ hud buen tu~:en out, douc b:l ll~)r) hr<J. (1 t 'iluJ
.her, ..bou. noun). _ ii'11i ••'

••• " ..... , '- '1
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~. O:! llite. there :Joena to hl.lvC l)OOTI U oi111:ht 111­
.;n:€u.Jt,. iT, t.he e:.'=cotivened6 0:: the do.fo!.oc!J liR;tdrl..• t rJl~t

bOlJ.b~r~. ('}J ~'11.3 l1i:th~ o~ Jun. Iv- ...O, fa)' inatuil,Je, five
enemJ bonber:J wore rejJortc<: dc:.;~ro·r~tI. fom,; o~ "..hun h'T unt1­
al ~ro~~ ~1~o. ~lo~e brc ulJO ouuuo1onul rC90rts of bonbcra
bein,! destro:Ted by our ll::r!'llt ~1gh1il:r,J. '10t.\\ t1.;ht r ... und J\,.I..
but.teries, : under~n;,...Il,d. ure no" u:.;1nf! 110'1 ulHh.:ill.l clevief;;>
f Uld the:' ~re ~erJ.led in -;hc YJO":JjJu,,)era) the t~~:."o3t1·,elleUG of
whiah will doub-; .....oau 11 ..,n."CL.ct: ......} •...h<; J'Ll~du~O at tiJJo. ('In

tho \.,.ho1e. hO',leve::. ~ v acone u:eor thu~ u "..ho:'l:r ef~eo"1"c
ac~ 110tt u~uin;Jt Iii ~ht botlhltlJ huo ;",(·t tu bt3 !owld. 1 note in
the '}.':l.". (Uonc ~or")c3) Intelli EHloe SUTJLl:J.rIcu ....hu1i u mmbor
of Britoin'd reoent r!J.ld-!...·ee n1 It:.J urL lit":"·lblltud to bud
,Ieuthoi~ ('In the Cout1nel,t.

10. =:the ~1y!:' ;lopnl ...(tloTl no.: U.llyurs 1,.0 bf.; 8)Hndh.p'
le::il:5 10e 1tl r'lcltel',j r..hun ~(\r!l€r::·l. -:11c ,:,omloTI Un~(rgrQnnd

stu.... 10rJ8 a=e :3 .... 111 =~irl-· 'Jro\1ccd \/l";h nl~ht. ahfltercra
(mostl:1 yCO;llc :"rolJ 't~lC lece ~ortl1llut.e JlU3~:W;S - ~t.ihou~r. ;Jome
br6 well d ...·6:3BCd - und .:l"h l:! wad n n:r !oreI~nero UOOM: t co)
but t.he \JOIl~CBtioD 10 DO lon-!er aD j?"L'cut 48 1t. \iUlJ. Cuonal
JUlIVt.:l·,:31.l."ion indiJ..l'V03 ..' I:..i1. i ~J.C iE:ll .... :lond1~~iono cos .... pcoyle
;l:"'cfer t, ~l· (,;jJ 111 'their bed:.J <..i' d w:.1~~t~ vl.t: :'t;::li't;' vt.;i·· ...,r:l:ill
..Ih_tl..l:':; Jf b')!1h~ ... ;_··ki;t~ on or aloBe to theIr jJurtloular
dwellings. One rauil:1 of 1ll:{ &aquu1ntunoe ore uu1ng olll~r the
grouTJd floor of the!:.' house. on '.'rhiu') ,,11"" huve one otreng­
thcILed TOC'=l :for .Jhcltc:.· yll1'Jlo ... eu. I ~thcr thut 'tho -.lur~lJ.ce

~h~ltocrl:i whi Jh huvc beeu I.wnutruo1.cd 1n ~..'twt. nunbera in
streut.;; linu other .tlubliu j,lucc:J ure :J..:t.roul~' buin,t uHcd ut
~11.

11. ,Ie no,e" In n:' l!e:,ol't )'0. l, ,he flnt JT1J,,'oselon
u,l)on the l-trri"lng vltiit.ol' i~ thut t.he dliMlifte to T,ondor. i8
rtlthcr 1 dB in eX'ttHI't thdn he hbH been led to untinillt:t.te: hl1t
lOJl~er resldanaa here Whrre hifll a'~UiTl8't llnf1e,.rut~nr; :!t. unCi
tJ.! he t.l'uvelH tlhnl1u tha oi tor hf" renll ZA~ t.rnt th,· em'! total
la Vl!Jr-:1 hlrp,e. A8 before eXjJlull1cd. tol':.o1ph tht (tnMt.1~e Is not
equlIJ.ly dlatrlhl1'ted no rf' i()n ::i,LJpearti 'to huve f-S H..~)el1. flOT
e:.ull~Jle. the Bd.:ra rh~f)' re~lon '1ihere I live hl.1~! ....ot. off l'tother
e.l:l:dl1:r; hut it oonculns tt't l.el.lst. one vel"· bud pleoe of db.T'lt1~e _
.vht!Te BiI..·UtlE :i':..llffi~~. Ii short thoroughfare runn:! n~ between
c. TjJ J.'E..-L~CE and .LOUC~STBR ':..'E?JlAC~. for~lng ainost. u con­
tinuation ot LA.I Ct1.i~3Ji f}A~~. hSH been who::l:" des1.ro:ued b:'7 a
Iuna ... n1 ne or H er:r heav:· bOMb. Sver:· house here WtiS e1 t.her
blowD down or 80 budl:,r duna.,ed 88 to neoesajtut.e def!lollt:lon.
It. is con,,;eivbble t.hat 'thiB \IllS a bHd Miss jntcnde" for
P~DDI!tl]?(\r g'.:.'.\~IC'J •

1;:.. Ha'l1"3 been told lihat the doo): ureu WilS JAlrt1oH-
larly badl:" d:.aM!iged, I walked sbaul; the oost uC;Jese1b1e lJsrt
of it - thHt. around ~:l'. :i:.~~·i:--:R!!~·:'t) ])0Cl:S and I,C'Ill,)()l 1)('IC£:S.
1t:II:led i3t.el~ ~a8't of the ~o\ler.-on Ii:; .Tan. ':'he vi slble dOf1:sge
t.o wareh01t8e8 and other do Dd de 1mi1d i ngs. a3 \'Iel1 as t.o
oommeraiul premises Hod dweIllnSIi nearh:,". hus been heaT'j;
thou~ the dOJks are still. In use, at. lesdt to SOMe extent.
Curiously enou~. the lJ!"ebt brick wall aurrOlmdin'I the !.pJ'!)()J
lX>CK~ did noli 8.)9ftar to hClve been hreached ut. an:" point.
Among the buildings heavily da~~ed aTe Bone new blocks of
workers I flu lOS. aonHt.Tl1cted J)re~1tMtthl:,' in tJonnect10n wi t.h
slUJ1-o1euranof! SOheI:1B8. On l~ Jan. 30me fIred \fere still
smoulc1€rln~ in 1ihe vioinit,. o! %~'>?Il r, HIf;H :iT::F:}~'" aB the re­
suI t of an :I naend iary ra1 cl ~he ;previ 0118 n1 ~t; but thp
het:ivi 8S t dHI!1d.r!'e 1n thl s rp.~ion ~ener1111:' '../MI infl1ot.ed In
SFj)"ernber. l1j40. lit. ~~h6 time when the I.OlldoD r ios be~n. (If
course. the docks MltHt be con~ldered tt leiP'tiI!l.bt.e nill tsr,.,
objeotlve. ThIs Qunnot be suld of the City. whioh 88 & re­
sul1. of .he rH1 d on the nl ght of 4:;:~-~O Dec. sltffererl t.he
heavles't dumuge I have ~'et Been anyHhere.
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13. I hove v131ted the City three tines ainoe this
raid. and onl;r on the third visit did I tully ap~rcointe the
exten~ of the ruin ~hich it oc~aoioned. 0n ~he :jret ~is1t

I merely suu tho ureu Inncdiotcly around ~t. Puul'o. and had
ooousion to \londer a~ the oathedral's csoape. lr. Vic\! a! the
faot that buildings all around it were dostro?ed. The oathe­
dral wae. 1n fao~, struok b? incendiary bombs, but saved by
the vl~ilunce o~ it3 etaf:', ue cany other bUildin~ oould
have been saved if properl,. watohed. Uy seoond ~isit took me
along the river by U?PIDl 7HAUE3 3~REET. und ~hrough ~~'

3~REET and l:IrlO S~H1m~. In th1s vioinity u. great man:,"" In­
dividual buildings - two or ~hree to 6 bloat - have been
burned out. ~e tao~ ~hut In muny auoea thp damage is oon..
fined to ~he up~cr t100ro is presUI:lBbly u tribute to the
effi 01 onOj of the tl ro servi oes. ! oat» baok b;l WB~' of CR3hP..
SIDE. Here the dumuge Is worse, lurge orens. several build­
ings Qt a time, being "holly destroyed. It '~]QS onl:' .....lhen I
penetrated into the aeotion behind the ~ulldhall. on D7 third
visit. however, ~hut I disoovered the ~orHt devuototlon. ~e

region between bL:U3..TWl}nrn 3~UJ-:':' Ilnd J100mJ.i.r.:'I;, In find about
L01 001 ,/~LJ, und JEi'lII' S~~, Is virtually a total loas.
Here ODe \1811:0 for bloak u:'t.er blool: \yithout seeing u build­
ing that oun be saved. The polioe allowed me to pass through
80J!1e otreete still olosed to the ~nblia us unoafe, llnd loan
testify that no devuatation oouoed b;l jJrolonr,ed bonbardment
in the loot WQr could p03s1bly be muoh woree. It is remark­
able that u fonr-hour ra1d did auoh dUMago. Inaldentall;t.
the 31 ~h~ e~ a London County Counoil :ire eta~iOD in R:!·m
CROSS Jr:'H1'~R~ standing ~n~aot anonR' the ruins is evidenoe of
the truth o! the ~07€~nnent's ossertion that the donoge would
have boen Rrentlj reduOAd if the oonmeroiul prenioes in this
vioinity hud beon ~roper17 uatehed.

14. It is unnecoseur:r to dwell npon tho duma e to hio ..
torie struotnreD - ~ho I1n!ldholl. the nUBerous ohurohes, etc.
- whioh reoulted tron thi3 raid. ~no of the saddest lassos
1s the ohuroh of ALL ill.L~m'/S nAHl:n'(}, clooe to the -rower.
whioh duteD in part from about 1007 and wao Guved fron the
Great Jl'i re of IGGG; 1 t 1a a total rui n, w1 th anI:' the walla
standing. ~lt to oatnlogue all the Lannon ohurohoo dostro~od

or damaged wi thin the past fm'l nonths would be n oono1 dcrnble
task.

15. In tho na~ure of ..hingo. not muoh l'eaonstruction
of bu11dlngd 1s bein~ unde1'tul:en at 'present. 3trllc";ures
\"lhioh have been only ali 9ltl:r dunn ed arc of oonrse being re­
paired to render thern habitable; injuries to essentiol vublio
servioes ore ot ~ourse rnude good as soon &s possible; but
where 6 houGe 1s reall;, badly damap,ed it 1a Binj)l;l token down
and the muteriula ottrted O\lu.y. tA lVeat dunp o~ suoh na­
teriola hUB been established in Rjde Par}.:.' '::Ihis prooedure
1s oertaitlly better tor jmblic marble than to leave jog~ed

ond unsi ~tl:r 1'u1n3 ,'herever Q bomb hoa struo1:. ~e business
of denolit10n and cle::ltl1ng-u~ QjJpeoro to he hundled w1 th great
ef~1oienc:1. It 13 :pur-:'l~~ in oivilian honds. but nn inoreasln -

• I" lsI' e Vl'o;Jo::-tion is be1ng handled throu h ..he .\rri.:·, bJ the
Pioneer Cor,rls; ~md ~he aO:lsl !:n ineere hove dot.s r.m.1h deno­
11tion worl: in the ':;i~"".

10. ~,~ning to u ~encral doocription o~ the &tn~sphCTe

of Lander, to-dll;', one !lnas it dif~io\llt to ounn~r1z.c it ir. a
~e\'l purugrajlha: bu't a~ lea3t oono 1rJJJreoeiona nay be set dO\7Il.
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17. As noted in Report ~o. I. ~he extant to whjoh nor~

mal life oontinues 1n the preaent abnornal olroum~t'lnoe8. and
the deterlQlnh'tion of the Londoner that it shall oontinue, ure
remarkable; but thia ~eneralizl\tlon l'lUat be limited in the
main tic the hours ot bmd neuB. \Vhi oh ore also the hourG of
dayli ht. ~he 11s1n'tenanoe of normality to th1s extent 18
assisted now b:r tho faa't jh6.~ "-ho 011011:' has l~ltely atter.lpted
little dayli~ht bumbin~. After nightfall ,he normal notivi,y
of peaoetlne Is in great purt suspendod. This la du£ In pert
to 'the oondtunt possibility of aIr attaok, with its aooom­
J)unlments not only of danger but of dlJruptlon ot transport
and other s8rvl~ea; but it la due sluD to the yreo9utlonsrr
"blaokout", whioh I":lw:e3 MOVeUt3nt at night u slow end trouble­
some bUi:llneB8. Under 1iheiJe oond:itlonu the l1ne of leuut rc-
slJtanoe 1.:i ~ir'l)l;T ~o J~a:l tit home; utili a O;.Jt Many ;l90-,",le
take it.

18. Tho bltlukout is at JourSe not llbdOlllte. 1 n ~he sense
of there bein no lightl;J tit all; b11t. there aTc 00 fO\1, and t.he~

ore ao dim. that on a ::-enll:~ dark n1 1t i t 1~ t31rnoat impossible
to :find one'.:;5 Wtq ubout \/i thout an eleotrio torah. {In tho8e
airOUIDstanoea one bl;OOt4t3ti Moro uware than ever before of the
moon mid sture; lJut the Htttisfaotioll whioh one feels In a moun­
li t n1 ght whioh L1u]~ecl 1 t lJOselble to movo about frncly la na­
turally .dOCt3WhH't alloyed by the refleotion that it is oonfe.rring
aimiltir udvun1.u~e9 'Uj)on the 'lernan bombers.} The brightest
lights in cvi denao u;.)Qn tho streets are, jJcrhsj>s, the red and
green of tho tl'uffiu sit9lbls, evan thOlltSh thOl:l8 htive been redu­
oed to plue-tiigna in the t!liddle of' J",he lUIl8UU. The shuttered
headlights at Il1otor-lH....l'U and buses. though lIr htel' in BOMO
cased thu'n in l)ther~, mllut be looked for \lith :.lama Ql:ire ill
orossing road\',u:n~. The "Uoll:.iha beaoonu" tire out - like their
8yonsor - bud ure l'1a1'a1'7 one [']ore manaae to tho ]Jedeatrhln; and
the l:Jtreet-ll:ir!l).ls, when ~lihe:: ure 11~ted ut nll, uTe only glow­
worM uj)urku high u]> in the gloon.

19. The moat d1a1iinguIHhcd oUduult;r of the "blitz" (the
term I1lwayd uppli ed in vonversatlon to heuv:! bor1bing) hus been
the London thebtre. ~he "leg1 thnnte" drnmu in this oity appears
to have oome to an Ull'10at oOr.ljJleto atundetill whAn the rttlds were
at their wordt. llow, like other u!!peots ot JJOTldon life, it 1s
reviving, and adapting ituelt to now and stran e oonditloTiS. rIo
theatre, however, 1s now open at night. ~h08e whioh are not
olosed ul thgether are on a matl noe baai s. Three exu,a.plca rouy be
taken froo aHlon t.ho sdve tlBer'lents in The Times; John ~lelgud

18 produoing Denr :9rutuB dU,jI~T at ~;15 r~tit\lrd8:ru. 1~:30 And
2: 45); J eun :Porbea-R.obertl:lon is u.>jloaring in Ber]:eley ~quure
dell:, at. .... ;l!;. u130 ~h\lr8ds:'8 and Suturdays at 11 n.rn.; unaan
enter iJri &lng gentleI:ltm ili stagin "Lunch Time 3htikcl;5.;onre l

' (one­
hour jJer:formulloea) dail e:wept 3aturda:'8 at 1 ]>.n. (Sliturda:ra,

.i:: p.m.) plu.J a '-:15 i>er~orJnanoo on Thursd!lYS. Ciruma theatres
are open. and doing well; but the ld.t8st verformanoe Which I Bee
advert1s~d be~ins tit &:23 9.m•

. o. The even; n uulnesa o~ Loudon 1 Ii uQo8ntuated by the
fact that praot:i oull:, all .JhOl)J (and even H ~od uunJ reGtaurantd)
close when ·'l>luok.out time" arrives. In nunerOUd aUBeB. 1ndeed,
they oloae ill time to allo·.1 t1'>eir work-:p6oyle to reuoh hOMe be­
tore d.:JrkneBB :Zalla, A.fter dual: 1t id ditfionlt to !)U!"ol1.aae 80
muoh us I.i bur of ollOoolote - qui to !1~>n1"t frot'l t 1113 fuot that tltore
are very few bu.rs of uhooolute for dolo theut:) da:;a. It la poss­
ible to walk for u lon~ dis~tinoo on Ox~ord stroet 1n ~he early
evening withuut ~indin~ u :cet:Stuurant olJon. I"''; will he 'r<ltherod
from 'liheuQ ObJ01'7atill1id ~l.Ohu~ :-...ondon hbtJ lout t'lllJl~· o~ t.8 attraot-
tens which 1 J.; ..)ousessed for Cunadiun trOOl)B in tile lUl:lt wur. and
unlesH there hs 11 J::lutCTlal oltun~c it Ie doubtful \1'hethcr !"'IUll~1

soldiers will honoetorth be found 8j.>end1n their leuve 1n the
oap!till.
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i.:.l. ~hero is uo. :'ct nothing upPTouoh1ng u nhortoRe of
food. It 1s true that during ~hG ~om.· wecka J huve apCl,t
here tlH:Jre hove boen t'flO ultte 1n the mout rut1on. una the
effect 1a pu~tloulurly notioeuble 1n tho menua o~ the cheaper
res"tourulJ'ts. \lho1'o vc~etublol3 are being Bubst1 tntad for meat
whenever yOHs1ble. VO reat.urant will serve both aeat und
flah in the B8De !I.1CU~. Drotldly BjJeak1ng, honcver, there 18
no diffioult:, 1n oetting just uS good nellIs us 1n ]lcaoet1me.
It 18 ohle~l:l in thu itema ot 3uIJ8r Elnd butter that strin­
genoy 1s observable; rea'tuUl'ltnta serve both 1n ver:, scull
qUbnti t1 as. 1'0 1'ut.1on aurds aloe neae86u.r:r when ord er11lg
reatourunt cabla, though this I!lllj corne.

"'~. One uddi 1.ional j-JoII'lt nu:~ be nrntloned: the jlro-
digloua nuubur of forel ~ers now to be Been In London. ~is
Is j;lsrt.loulurly no't.ioeo.ble o.t. hotels 111:e the Cutaberlond.
It. is nat.tu-sl that. this should be the o&se. wIth Europe in
its present atute. u.nd natural alao what ':e·.-liah refugees es­
peoially should bo mloh In evidenoe. lIony ot the t'oreigners
are aoldiora. sailors or aimen; and at t.heae COHt .ea~

British unlforcs with the speoial inolgnia at their own
oount:,:r. One !roquently BeCG men wearing the \Yard "poland"
on their shouldera; bu~ "I-ranoe". "r'e~herlands". "Czecho­
slovokia" are likewise oomean. Frenoh 13 !requentlj heard
spoken 1n the streets. A good DUny of the refugees gIve the
1I':'Ipres81 00. at loos .... o! being In oonfort.oble o1rCllootoDoea
f1nanoially. but. the~o arc doubtleoB oony others who are
having d1!!lonltles. The ;)reaenco at' t.hese jleople in England
emphssl zee the !oot. that "this oountr:, 10 t.O-dO:1 the luet
stronghold of Enro,Hwn !=eedoI:il_ I hope 'that thl0 1. a dul"
tljl}lreoin"ted b,. our own trOO,.H); bnt I noto 1ihat oooe Canadian
off10ers vi ew :'hoou Conti nentul refugoeo \ij'th 8 aone\<,hat
jaundioed e:,o.

I hove "the honour to be. .

Vour obod1ollt servant.

(3 d.) C.P. 3taoe;t.

fC.P. Staoey} l[a~or.

nistorical 0ffioer,C.ll.H.Q•

(Copled ln Historical Sectlnn, Ju14,.)




