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L4 Jan 41

Conditions in London

I Canadian Military Headmmartvers,
« Cogkspur Street, 3.W.1,
London ’ EVNGLAYD,.

The birectior,
Historical 3Jecuion,
Beneral Suvaif,
l'avional berence Headgquariers,
QOttawa, CAVADA.

sir,

I have the hononr to present &
fursher report.

& This report deals with the asituavion in the city of
Tondon as it 1s to-day after Four and a half months of bombing
by the enemy. The observations here presented are additionsal
to those made in my firstv regort, dated U1 Dea. 1940, which
gontained my first impressions of the state of the capital.
8ince that time I have visited other areus and tulked to many
people, and am now uable vo set down, I hope, a more complete
plicture of exisving sonditions.

SKETCH OF THZE COURSE OF THE BOMBING

De It will be recalled that the enenv attenpied little
in the way of bonb attacks upon this conntry for many nonths
following the ontbreuk oi the present war. He adopied a more
active and more rnthless policy beginning 18 June, 1940, when
the "Battle of FPrance" was virtually over and the French govern-
ment had suned for an armistice. A considerable nanmbher oZ
gasualties were caused anmong Britisgh ceivilians during the re-
mainder of June and the month of July. About the middle of
Aungust the attack was intensified, and 1t appeured that an
attempt was being made by the Germans o obtain sir superiority
preparatory to invasion. On 1b Ang. CROVDOYN was raided; and on
4 Aug. bombs were dropped for the first time in central Tondon.
The capital's real ordeal may be said %o have begnun on the after-
noon of 7 Sept., when it "was hombed withont gessation for many
hours"™, the attack being concentraited espasially mpon the
region around the Docks. TFrom this uvime onwards, through Sep=-

! vember, Oclober and lNovember, London was bombed intensively and
| largely indiscriminately, and grest damage was done. In his
early daylight raids the enemy's losses were heavr, and as time
passed he vransferred his operations more and more to the hours
of darkness, when his bhombers were relatively sufe from the
fighters of the R.A.®. Later he began to direct his heaviest

* blows against provineial poris and indusirial centres - a much

J more Sensible poliev in a8 military view - and Tthe attacks on

| London began teo s8lacken, vhough they have never ceased. Pro-

| bably the most destructive single atiack yet nade was a com-

. paratively recent one - the incendiary raid on the City (L9 Dec
1940) which is referred to in my Repordv lo. 1.




4. . In the forezoing puruggph the dates (and the
guotation concerning the rald of 7 Sept.) derive from The
Times Review of the Year 1940, published with The T™imes o7f

Z Jan 1941, JFronm the sanc sourse, and The Tines of =1 Jan.
1941, come the following official 2igures of oivilian casuul-
ties, which reflect the general conrse of the ruids on the
United Kingdon (not on London alone):

Month of 1940 Killed Injured seriously
June (Zrom 18th) 38 476
July «o8 Sl
Angusy 1,076 1,61
3eptenber 6,854 10,615
Oatober 6, &8 8,696
l'ovenber 4,588 6,02
Descuber O,793 6,044
0. The heavy raid on COVENTRY on the night of 14-15

l'ov. might perhaps be taken as marking the end of'london's
worst period; this was the beginning of intensive uttacks on
provincial objectives, which have been much in evidence since
6. A8 noted in my firstv report, the attscks on London
appesar L0 have accomplished nothing towards breaking civilian
morale. MNeverthelessa, Mr. I.B. PEARJION of Canada House, in a
sonversation with me on 6 Jan., expressed the view that the
continuons heavy railds were having some effect on the popu-
lation av the time when they were abarndoned. One could feel,
he said, & growing atrain and tenseness; had the Oermuans been
able to keep uy these raids, the reanlt might have been
serious. He spoke, 1 presume, with spesial reference to the
period in September la3t when heavy raiding was being carried
on both by day and nighu, and perhays to the period thereufter
when night raids were almost csontinuous.

7. A% the present time, though attaclks on Tondon con-
tinue, they are less fregquent, and in Reneral less severe,
than formerly. Daylight raiding has almost ceased; though I
arrived in London on &6 Dec., I did not heur an alert signal
in daylight uneil 5 Juan., and even then no sound of bombing
or gunfire followed. Since my arrival, there has been no in-
terruption of work av C.lU.H.Q. by bombing, and no ocgasion
for the stalf to take shelter. A recent tendency of enemy
p0liay has been incresased reliance on ingendiary bombs: dut
the measures taken s8ince the City raid of L9 Dec. (notably
"sompulsory fire-watching") have lurgely reduced the danger
Zrom t%his source. The small Gernan fire-bombs are evidently
not dangerous if they are seen to fall and are promptly dealt
with.

B. 1v goes withoutv savingz, however, vhat donsidersble
damage is 8%ill being inflicted. 1 saw un example of this on
the morning of Sunday, 1o Jan. Going towards the Bast ¥nd
with a view t0 seeing the dunuage In that &area, I alighted at
the Balll tube station. The pudsengers on my truain were con-
ducted to the street by a devious route, &and on reaching iv
we found a huge new craver, cuunsed br a bomb dropped the pre-
vious night, sguarely in the junciion of ILOMBARD and THREAD-
NEEDLE 3treets, within a Few feev 0f the outer wall of the
Bank o Ingland. At first 1 was inclined to shink that the
locution of the burst was a plece o good Iuck, but a few
minutes later & policenan on duty near the Monument told ne
that the bomb had penetrated part of the tube station and
that 150 persons had been taken out dead by 1100 hra.(it was

then about noon). -
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DEPENCE, ACTIVE Al'D PASSIVE

9. 0f late, there seems to huve been a slight in-
greage in the effecitiveness ol the defences urainst night
bombers. On the night of Juan. 19-£0, for instuance, Live
enemy bombers were reported desirowved, four ol then by anti-
alrerafv fire. There are also ocscusionual reporis of bombers
being destroyeé by our night Zighteras. Bothilighters and A.A.
batteries, I undersiand, are now using new special deviges
(a8 they usre termed in the newspapers) the effeativeness of
which will doubtless increase with the puassage of time. On
Yhe whole, hoviever, 1% seems clear that a wholly effeciive
defence againgt night bonbing hus yet to be found., I note in
the G.H.Q. (Home Iorces) Intelligence Summaries that a number
of Britvain's recent raid-=free nights are utiributed to bad
#eather on the Contineut.

10. The civil populatvion now appears 1o be spending
iess Gime in shellers than formerlvy. The London Underground
stations are still fuirly crowded with nizht shelterers
(mostly people Zrom the legs fortunate olasses - though some
are well dressed - und with a zood many foreigners among them)
but the congestion is no longer as great as 1t was, Casunal
gonvergatvion indicates whst in present sonditions most people
prefer to sleep in thelr beds and suke the relatively snull
shance 0of bombs sirikinzx on or close to their purticular
dwellings. One fanily of uy acquaintunce are using only the
ground floor of their homse, on which thes have one streng-
thened room for ghelter purposes. I guther that the surface
shelters which have been congsiruncted in zZrest numbers in
streeits and other public places sre scureely being used at
all.

FATURE AVD EXTEFT OF DAMAGE

11, A8 noted in mv Report No. 1, the first impression
upon the arriving visitor ig that the dumage to Tondon is
rather less in extent than he has been led to anticipate: but
longer residence here warns him aguinst nnderrating 1t, and
48 he travels abont the city he realizes that the sum total
is very large. As hefore explained, thomgh the damage is not
equully distridbuted no region appears to have escaped. Tor
example, the Bayawater region where I live has pot off rather
easily; but iV contauing av leust one very bud pilece of dumage -
where BAXRRIE STREET, a short thoroughfare running between
CRAVEN TERRACE and GLOUCESTER TERRACE, forming almost a con-
tinuation of TANCASTER GATE, has been wholly destroved by a
land-nine or a vers heavy bomb. Everr house hére was either
blown down or so badly damaged as to necessitate demolition.
It is conceivable that this was a bud miss intended for
PADDINGTON SPATION.

1%. Having been told that the dock area was partiocu-
larly badly damaged, I walked about the moset acsessible part -
of it - that around 37, KATHRRII'R'S DOCES and LOI'DOY DOCKES,
immedistely east of the Tower,-on 1< Jan. The visible danage
1o warehonses and other dockside builidings, as well as to
gommercial premises and dwellings nearby, has been heavy;
though the docks are s8till in use, at least to some extent.
Curionsly enongh, the gresat brick wall surrounding the T.ONDOY
DOCES did not appear to have been breached at% any point.
Among the buildings heavily damaged are some new blocks of
workers' flauvs, constructed presumably in connection with
slun-cleuarance schemnes. On 12 Jan. some fires were still
smouldering in the vicinity of WARPIING HIGH STREET as the re-
sult of an incendiary raid the previous night; but the
hesaviest damage in this region generallw was inflicted in
3eplenmber, 1940, at the time when the Tondon raids began. Of
course, the docks must be considered a legitimate military
objective. This cannot be said of the City, which as a re-
sult of the raid on the night of 29-%0 Dec. snuffered the

heaviest dumage 1 have vet seen anywhere.
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13. I have visited the City three times since this
raid, and only on the third visit did I fully appreciate the
extent of the ruin which it occasioned. On the £irst visit

I merely saw the area immediately around 5%. Paul's, and had
occasion %o wonder at the cathedral's escape, in view of the
fact that buildings all around it were destroved. The cathe-
dral was, in factu, struck by incendiary bombs, but saved by
the vigilance of it%s staff, as many other buildings conld
have been saved if properly watched. My second visit took me
along the river by UPPER THAMES 3TREET, and through QUERN
STREET and EING 3TREET. In this vicinity a zreat many in-
dividual buildings - two or three to a block - have been
burned out. The fact that in many cases the dumage is con-
fined to the upper floors is presumably a tribute to the
efficlency of the fire services. 1 cameback by wav of CHZAP-
SIDE. Here the damage is worse, large areas, several build-
ings at a tinme, being wholly destroyed. It was only when I
penetrated into the section behind the Guildhall, on my third
visit, however, thut I discovered the worst devustation. The
region between ALDERSGATE STREET and MOORGATE, in and about
LOroor WALL and JEWIN STREET, is virtually a total loss.

Here one walks for blogk after block without seeing a build-
ing that can be saved. The police allowed me to pass through
some 3treets still closed to the public as unsafe, and I ean
testify that no devastation caused by prolonged bombardment
in the last war could possibly be much worse. It is remark-
able that a four-hour raid did such damage. Ineidentally,
the s8izht of a London County Council fire atation in RED
CROSS 3TREET standing intact among the ruins is evidence of
the truth of the government's assertion that the damage would
have been greatly reduced 1f the commerciual premises in this
vicinity had been properly watched.

14. It is unnecessary to dwell npon the dumage to his-
toric structures - the Gmildhall, the nunerous churches, etc.
- which resulted from thias raid. One of the saddest losses
ig the church of ALL HALLOWS BAREING, close %o the TPower,
which dates in part from about 1087 and was saved from the
Great Mire ol 1666; 1% is a total ruin, with onlr the walls
standing. v to catalogue all the London churches destroved
or damaged within the past few months would be a considerable
task.

DEALIIG WITH THE DAMAGE

16. In the nature of things, not much reconstruction

of buildings is being undertaken at present. Structures
which have been only slightly damaged are of course being re-
paired to render them habitable; injuries to essential public
services are of course made good as soon as possible: but
where a house 1s really badly damaged it is sinply taken down
and the materials carted away. (A great dump of such ma-
terials hus been established in Hyde Park.) This procedure

is certainly better for public morsle than to leave jagzed

and unsizhtly ruins wvherever a bomb has struck. The business
of demolition and cleaning-up appears %o be handled with gzreat
efficiency. % i3 parily in civilian hands, but an increasing-
ly large proporiion is being handled through the Arnr, by the
Pioneer Corps; and the Royal Engineers have done much demo-
1ition work in the City.

THE WARTDE ATMOSPHERE OF LOMNDON

16. Turning to a general desoription of the atmosphere
of London to-day, one finds 1t difficult to summarize it in a
few paragrgphsd; but at least some inmpressions may be set down.




17. A8 noted in Report No. 1, the extert to which nor-
mal life continunes in the present abnormal circumstsnces, and
the determinution of the Londoner that it shall continune, are
remarkable; but this generalization must be limited in the
main to the hours of business, which are also the hours of
daylight. The nainvtenance of normalivy to this extent is
agsisted now by the fact That the enenr has lately attempted
little daylight bombing. After nightfall the normal astivity
of peacetime is in great parv suspended. This is due in part
to the constant pos3sibility of alr attack, with its acoom-
panimenis not only of danger but of disruption of transport
and other services; but it is due also to the urecauntionsry
"plackout™, which makes movenent at% night a slow and trouble-
some business. Under these conditions the line of least re-
8istance is sinmply %o svay at home; and a great many people
lake it.

18. The blackout is of course not absolute, in the sense
of there being no lights at all; but there are so few, and they
are 80 dim, that on a really dark night it ig almost impossible
to find one's way about without an eleatric torsch. (In these
circumstances one becomes more aware than ever before of the
moon and stars; but the satisfaction which one feels in a moon-
1it night which makes it possible to move about freely is na-
turally somewhat alloyed by the reflection that it is conferring
3imilar advantazes upon the German bombers.) The brightest
lights in evidence upon the streets are, perhaps, the red and
green of the tra?fic gipgnuls, even though these have been redu-
ced to plue-signs in the middle of the lenses. The shuttered
headlights of motor-cars and dbuses, though brighter in sone
cases than in others, must be looked Tor with some care in
crossing roadways. The "Belisha beaocons" are out - like their
gponsor - and are nerely one nore menace to the pedestrian; and
the strecet-lamps, when they are lighted at all, are only glow-
worm 8parks high up in the gloon.

19. The most digstingnished casualty of the "blitz" (the
term always applied in wonversation to heavy bombing) has been
the London theuatre. 'The "legitimate" drama in this gity appears
to have come to an almost complete gdtandatill when the raids were
at their worst. Now, like other aspects cf London life, it is
reviving, and adapting ivsel? to new and strange conditions. Mo
theatre, however, is now open at night. Those which are not
glosed althgether are on a matince basis. Three examples may be
taken from among the advertisements in The Times: John Gielgud
is producing Dear Brutus daily at 2:156 TSaturdays, 12:30 and
2:45); Jean Forbes-Roverison is appearing in Berkeley 3Square
daily at &:106, also Thuradsys and Saturdays at i1i a.m.; and an
enterpriging gentleman is stazing "Lanch Time Shakespeare™ (one-
hour performances) daily except Saturdays at 1 p.m. (Saturdays,

& p.m,) plus & £:15 performance on Thursdays. Cinema theatres

are open, and doing well; but the latest performance which I see
adverticed beging atv 6:35 p.m.

20. The evening dulness of London is acgentuated by the
fact that practically all shops (and even & good nany restaurants)
close when "blackout time"™ arrives. In numerous cases, indeed,
they olose in time To allow their work-people Lo reach home be-
fore darkness falls, After dusk it is difficult to purchase 8o
much as a bar of chocolate - quite apart from the fast that there
ars very few bars of chocsolate for sale these days. v is poss-
ible to walk for a long distance on 0xford Street in the early
evening without finding a restaurant open. Y will be gathered
from these observations that London has lost many of the attract-
iéns which 1% possessed for Canadian troops in the last war, and
unless there ig a nmuterial ochangke it ig doubtful whether many
soldiers will henceforth be found spending their leave in the
capital.




&l. There is as vet nothing approaching a shortage of
food. It is true that during the four weeks ] have spent
here there huve been two .cuts in the meut ration, und the
effect 1g particularly noticeable in the menus of the cheaper

. restaurants, where vegetubles are being substituted for meat
whenever possible. No restaurant will serve both meat und
fish in the same meal. Broadly speaking, however, there is
no difficulty in getting just as good meals as in peacetime.
It is chiefly in the items of sugar and butter that strin-
gency 1s observable; restaursnis serve both in very small
quantities. J'o ration cards are necessary when ordering
restaurant meals, though this may come.

“ie : One addjitional point may be nmentioned: the pro-
digious nunmber of foreigners now to be seen in London. This
is particularly noticeable at hotels like the Cumberland.

1t is natural that this should be the case, with Europe in
its present state, und natural also that Jewish refugees es-
petially should be much in evidence. Many of the foreigners
j are soldiersa, sailors or airmen; and of these nmost wear

| British uniforms with the apecial insignia of their own
gountry. One frequently sees men wearing the word "Poland”
or their shoulders; but "Prance”, "lletherlands", "Czecho-

[ slovakia" are likewise common. PFrench i3 frequently heard
spoken in the streets. A good many of the refugees give the
impression, at least, of being in confortable circumstances
[ financially, but there are doubtless many others who are
having difficulties. The presence of these people in England
emphasizes the fact that this sountry is to-day the last
stronghold of European freedom. I hope that this is duly
appreciated by our own troops; but I note that some Canadian
officers view these Continental refugees with a somevhat
jaundiced eye.

I have the honour to be,

3ir,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) C.P. Stacey.

(C.P. Stacey) Major,
Historical Officer,C.M.H.Q.

(Copied in Historical Section, Jul 43.)






