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REPORT KO, 85
HISTORICAL OFFICER
CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS

Preliminary Report on Operation "JUBILEE" (The Raid on
DIEPPE), 19 Aug 42,

1. This Report presents an outline sketch of the
important combined operation In the DIEPPE area, carried
out on 19 Aug 42 by a force which Included large elements
of 2 Cdn Div and other Canadlian troops, It wlll be a
consliderable time before a complete lilstorical Report on
this operation, which was by far the most extenslve yet
undertaken by the Canadlian Army Overseas, can be progared.
In the meantime the document attached as Appendix "A", a
draft prepared originally with a view to publication by the
Government of Canada, is presented as a preliminary account,

2. After a period of more than two and a half years
from the time of the landing of 1 Cdn Div in the United
Kingdom, during which there was to all intents and purposes
no actual contact with the enemy, the Canadlian Army Overseas
underwent what was in a definite sense its baptism of fire
in the DIEPPE raid. This raid was much the most extenslve
of the many combined operations which have been undertaken
against the enemy=~occupled coasts of Western Europe since so
much of the contlinent was overrun by the Germans in 1940,
The Canadlan Army found the major part of the landing force,
providing for the purpose two Infantry Brigades of 2 Cdn
Div (4 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes) as well as an Army Tank Battallon
equipped with Churchill tanks, and large detachments of
miscellaneous units,

Se This was an extremely hazardous operation involving
an attack on a very strong position (the strength of which,
moreover, 1s now admitted to have been somewhat underestimated)
and our losses were very heavy, A prellminary report indicates
that the total number of Canadlian troops embarked for the
operation was 4,912 (304 officers, 4,608 other ranks)., There
returned a total of 2,147 (109 officers, 2,038 other ranks).
These figures are to be regarded as merely approximate; in a
subsequent report it is hoped to provide finel ones, On 15

Sep 42 the Canadian Government announced that the total
Canadlian casualties 1ln the operation amounted to 3,350 dead,
wounded and missing (Times, LONDON, 16 Sep 42)., The heaviest
losses were suffered by 4 Cdn Inf Bde, which according to the
same preliminary figures already mentioned embarked 94 officers
and 1,604 other ranks, and brought back 17 offlcers and 334
other ranks, '

4, The brief account of the operation which is attached
as Appendix "A" was prepared by the writer as the result of a
request received from the Dominlon Government for e statement
in the form of a "White Paper" which could be glven to the
public in explanation of the objectives and events of the
operation. The writer was instructed to prepare such a
document, It was felt that since the enemy was known to have




BNy

BEC . ABRS rap» 8
Autharity: DHD 3-3

by for DHist NDHO

M AUG

captured the copy of the Military Operation Order taken
ashore by H.Q., 6 Cdn Inf Bde, security was rather less
important than in normal cases, and that it would be possible
to present a fairly full account of the operation for the
benefit of the Canadian public. In an interview with
Brigadiers PENHALE and MANN, at which the writer was present,
on 31 Aug 42, Major-General HAYDON, Vice~Chief of Combined
Operations, expressed the personal view that in these
circumstances it would be proper to prepare the "White Paper"
on the basls of the preliminary report of the Military Force
Commander (Major-General J.H. ROBERTS, M.C., G.0.C, 2 Cdn Div).
The writer accordingly wrote a draft on this basis, This was
submitted to General McNAUGHTON for his comments and revised
in accordance with them. The draft as thus revised is the
document attached to the present Report as Appendix "aA",

5. When, however, this draft was subsequently submitted
to Combined Operations Headquarters, the authorities there

took exception to many passages in 1t, It appeared that
C.0,H.Qs strongly objected to, among other things, the
publication of any material which might seem, even by implica-
tion, to admit the loss of the Operation Order, The Chief of
Combined Operations (Vice-Admiral Lord Louls MOUNTBATTEN) told
Brigadier YOUNG (then B.G.S., C.M.H,Q.) that the publication

of this draft would be worth £500,000 to the enemy, Accordingly
the draft was revised by the Public Relations staff of C.0,H.Q.
(the actual work being done, curlously enough, by & United
States officer, Major LAWRENCE, who 1s a member of that staff),
The writer then again revised his account, following the general
lines of Major LAWRENCE'S draft, but using as far as possible,
under instructions from C.¥,H.Q., the words of his own original
verslion as here appended,

6. The revised account, necessarily very much less
informative than the one originally approved by General
McNAUGHTON, was passed by Combined Operations Headquartera and
in due course forwarded to OTTAWA for publication if the
authorities there saw rit,

7. It is thought that the original draft here presented,
althougn necessarily hastily written and incomplete, 1is not
wholly without historical value. Accordingly, it is forwarded,
pending the completion of a fuller account, the preparation of
which will be a matter of months,

8. As already noted, the draft owes much to General
ROBERTS' preliminary Report, some passages of which were
incorporated in 1t verbatim, The writer also drew heavlly
(partlicularly in the references to preparation and tralning,
and the results of the raid) upon his own notes of General
McNAUGHTON's remarks to a party of vislting Canadian edltors,
in an interview at HEADLEY COURT, near LEATHERHEAD, on 27 Aug
42,

9. It is worth noting that this operation will be
extremely well documented. With a view to the collection of
all possible information of operational value, 1t was directed .
that all Canadlan personnel returning from the cperation

should make written statements of their experiences. These
statements constitute historical sources of unusual Iinterest
and value. A large number of files of these, obtained at H.Q.
2 Cdn Div, are at present in the hands of the writer at C.M.H.Q.;
and he understands that in many cases, at least, copies of
these personal accounts have been placed as appendices upon

the War Diaries of the units concerned,




10. The documents relating to the preparation of the
"White Paper", and the negotlations with C.0.H.Q. in the matter,
are on C.M.H.Q., rfile 4/PRESS/3/3.
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"Bistorical Officer,

POSTSCRIPT. = 8ince the foregoing paragraphs were written, the
e Paper" has been published in Canada by the Minister of

Natlional Defence, A moderately complete version appears in
The Times (LONDON), 19 Sep 42,
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It 1s

now possible to give fuller detalls of the Combined

. Operation against the enemy forces in the Dieppe area, carried
out on 19 August by forces which included a large body of the
Canadian Army Overseas. Thls account 1s based upon the
preliminary report mede by the Military Force Commander (Major-
General J.H. Roberts, M.C., G.0.C. 2nd Canadian Division) and
upon examination of personal reports made by many participants
ineluding a large number of N.C.0s. and private soldiers, and
statements by enemy prisoners of war,

OBJECTS AND PRELIMIKARIES OF THE OPERATION

The operation against Dieppe had 1n view both local and larger
ob jects, It was part of a programme designed to compel the enemy
to retein and employ in Western Furope mllitary forces and other
resources which would otherwise be avallable for employment else=
where. It was further consldered that such an operation would af-
ford our forces most essential practical experience in the landing
on an enemy-occupled coast of a large force, including heavy tanks,
Experlence of this sort would be invaluable in other operations
envisaged for the future,

The local objectives of the rald are defined as follows 1n the
Military Operation Order. The code name "Jubllee" was employed in
reference both to the operation and to the town of Dieppe:

"Operation Jubilee is a raid on Jubllee with limited mile
itary and air objectives, embracing the destruction of

local defences, power stations, harbour installations,
rolling stock, etc., in Jubllee, the capture of prisoners,

. the destruction of an aerodrome near the town and the capture
| and removal of German invaslon barges and other craft in the
' harbour”,

T This operation was most carefully prepared in advance 1in every

I detall, Before the employment of Canadian military forces was

| approved by Lieutenant-General A.G.L. McNaughton, C.B., C.M.G.,

| D.8.0s, Gs04Co=in=C,, First Canadian Army, he had satisfled hime-

' self that the objectives were worth while and that the means avalle
eble were likely to be adequate for the task in hand. Detalled
planning of the operation began on the 8th May last, The work of
planning was long and exacting, involving repeated conferences
between senior officers of the three fighting services, and the
preparation of a very careful administrative scheme. The planning
of the enterprise, so far as the Canadian military forces were cone
cerned, was directed by General Roberts, the Hilitary Force Comman~
der,

The offlcers charged with planning the operatlon had at theilr
disposal & great mass of Information relating to the Dieppe area
collected from many sources. Tha proposed operatlon was checked
on & large=-scale model of the area to be raided, and when the plans
were complete & most thorough understanding had been established
between the three services,

The forces to be employed in the enterprise were subjected to
an intensive special programme of' Combined Operations tralning,
The Canadian military units chosen to participate proceeded to a
training area on the English coast where the plans could be tested
by actual exercises under conditions approximating to those in the
Dieppe area 1itself,

In the first instance the plans as developed were trlied out in a
fullescale exerclise in which the whole force landed on a section of
the coast and established a temporary bridgehead in the manner proe=
posed for the actual operation, BSubsequently the results of this
exerclse were carefully analyzed and the plans modified accordingly.
Another fulle-scale exercise then took place and the arrangements as
modified were found to be much more satisfactory than before, After
further analysis and consideration it was declded that the operation

“ might now proceed,
[}
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It had at first been proposed to conduct the raid in June, but
arrangements could not be completed in time, and i1t was postponed
until early in July, when conditions of moon and tide would be
satlsfactory for such an enterprise. At this perlod, however, the
weather, a most important element in Combined Operations, was so
unfavourable that 1t was found necessary to make a further poste
ponement until the following month, It was therefore scheduled for
the period in August when conditions would be sultabls. As the date
approached, very careful preparations were made for the assembly of
the troops in the points of embarkation, Every effort was made to
ensure secrecy during the movement of troops to the ports. All
stores, equipment, reserve ammunition, etc., were loaded on the as~
sault ships in advance of the troops,

Thanks to the precautions taken, it 1s belleved that the enemy,
in spite of the size of the force involved and the long period of
training and preparation, had no information that a specific opere
ation against the Dieppe area was projected. However, in view of
the obvious danger of attack on his Western front, he had been
strengthening his position on the French coast generally. The
Germans on the French coast were in what may be called a state of
general alert, Nevertheless the fact that parts of their gare
rison in the Dieppe area obtained early knowledge of our enter=
prise was apparently due, not to any leakage of information, but
to a completely fortultous incident which took place as our forces
were approaching the French coast on the night of the operatlon,

While General Roberts, as already noted, commanded the Military
Force for the operation, the Naval Force Commander was Captain J,
Hughes~Hallett, R.N., and the Air Force Commander was Air Commodore
T. Leigh-Mallory, C.B., D.3,0. The whole operation was under the
general supervision, and the plans were subject to the approval, of
Vice=Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, G.C.V.0., De8.0,, Chief of
Combined Operations, Canadian plans were concerted with the latter
by Lieutenant-General H.,D.G. Crerar, D.S.0., Gensral Officer
Commanding a Cenedlan Corps,

(// The Canadian military force involved was composed basically of

large elements of two brigades of the 2nd Canadian Division comman=
ded by Brigadiers W.W, Southam and S. Lett, and a battalion of the
lst Canadlian Army Tank Brigade. In addition, detachments of all
arms and services played essential parts in the operation. Units
of the 2nd Canadien Division were chosen because, although these
troops had been in the United Kingdom since 1940, they had had no
opportunities for active employment such as had fal len to troops
of the l1lst Canadlian Division in Prance in June of 1940 and in the
expedition to Spitsbergen. The lat Canadian Army Tank Brigade

was the first Canadian armoured formation to arrive in the United
Kingdom, All the troops chosen for the enterprise were in a high
state of general training, apart from the additional and special
training which they received for this operation,

In addition to the Canadian force, the military units employed
included detachments of the 3rd, 4th and Royal Marine Commandos
of the Special Service Brigade, small detachments of United
States and Fighting French troops,

The troops embarked at several different points in order to
disguise from the enemy the fact that there was any concentration
of forces., Large naval forces were made available to protect the
craft carrying military personnel during the channel crossing, and
to provide bombardment cover for the landing. Very comprehensive
arrangements had been made for the provision of air cover by the
Royal Air Force, The Military Force Commander and the Naval Force
Commander embarked together on a destroyer which served as
Headquarters Ship, and a duplicate Headquarters was provided in a
second destroyer (on which the senior military officer was Brigadier
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CeCe Mann) in case this Headquarters Ship should be destroyed or
seriously damaged. The Air Force Commander directed the air opera-
tions from a Headquarters in England which was considered the most
convenient point for the control of the very large number of
squadrons esmployed; but he was represented afloat in the Headgquarters
Ship by Alr Commodore A.T. Cole, CeBele,; MeCo, DeFale, whose task

it was to advise and assist the Naval and Mllitary Force Commanders.
This officer was in turn assisted by an adequate staff of officers

of the Royal Alr Porce.

Before the force salled all ranks were fully briefed in thelr
respective tasks, and appropriate maps, air photographs, and the
latest available intelligence were issued. In order to escape
observation by enemy alircraft, the expedition sailed under cover
of darkness. It left shore at dark on the 18th of August and

e diresct passage to Dieppe.

The town of Dieppe lies at the mouth of the River D'Arques,
whieh providea a Tairly spacious harbour lying to the south and
east of the town. East of the river and harbour 1s & lofty head-
land overlooking the town and a similar headland lies immediately
to the west of the town. On a great part of the coast in this
vicinity cliffs make & landing from the sea virtually Impossible,
but there are areas of low ground providing avenues into the
interior in the vicinity of Pults, a little more than a mile to
the East of the river, and at Pourville, situated at the mouth
of the River Scle about a mile and & half west of the town. The
beach immediately in front of Dieppe itaelf is suitable for
landing operations, but the approach to the town is obstructed by
a sea~wall which the Germans had turned into a more formidable ob~-
stacle by the uase of heavy barbed wire, while the beach 1s also
commanded from the headlands on either side.

The plan for the operation provided that the first assault should
be delivered by Commando troops against enemy coastal batteries
at Varengeville, roughly five miles west of Dieppe, and Eerneval,
roughly six miles east of the town. The capture of the enemy guns
at these points was considered essentlal to the safety of our naval
vessels and the successful execution of the landing operations.
Simultaneous with the commando attacks at these points, Canadian
forces were to land at Pourville and Puits. From the former poiq;
troops were to penetrate inland and destroy.an aerodrome five miles
south of Dieppe; while the troops landed at Puits were to asecure
the headland east of Dieppe, from which the enemy would otherwise
be in a position to menace landings attempted on the beach in front
of the town ltself. Half an hour after the four landings just des=-
eribed, the main attack was to be deliVvered against the front of the
town, following a naval and alr bombardment designed to neutralize
the defences. Heavy tanks were to be employed in this attack in
support of the Canadian Infantry.

T Al

r/:t Varengeville the operation proceeded according to plan. Hero
No. 4 Commando, commanded by Lt.-Col. Lord Lovat, M.C., landed suc-'
cessfully, carried the enemy battery which was their objective, cap~-
tured prisoners, destroyed the guns and their ammunition dumps and
subsequently withdrew.

On the other flank at Bernmeval No. 3 Commando, commanded by Lt.-Col.
ReGe Durnford-Slater, met with a misfortune which affected the whole
subsequent course of the operation. At 3:30 in the morning the
landing craft carrying this force, which was scheduled to land at
4150, encountered five or aix enemy armed vacsoli which were acting
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as escort to a tanker. A naval engagement ensued. As a result not
only were the landing craft carrying the Commando dispsrsed, but
the German troops holding the defences which were the objective on
this flank were unguestionably warned of the approach of our force.
Due to these circumstances only a small proportion of the Commando
force intended for this duty succeeded in landing in the Berneval
area; but the men who actually landed, although too few to attack
the enemy battery, sniped at the gunners throughout the operation,
and to & certaln extent succeeded in Interfering with their fire.

The full effect of the unfortunate encounter with the tanker and
her escort became apparent when the Canadian attack was delivered
against the beach at Puits. IHere the Rnynl Regiment of Canada,
commanded by Lt-Cel D.E. Catto, had been scheduled to land at 43:50.
Mainly as a result of action taken to avold the naval engagement,
this unit landed about 20 minutes late, and instead of reaching
shore in the twilight hour consldered most suitable for such an
operation, "touched down" in broad daylight, while moreover the
enemy garrison, who were manning formidable prepared defences and
were well provided with machine guns and mortars, had been placed
on the alert by the action at sea. The consequence was that the
Koyal Reglment of Canada came under fire even before landing, and
under very intense fire at the moment of touching the beach.
Although the troops rushed to the attack with the greatest gallantry
and attempted to close with the enemy, the regiment suffered
extremely heavy casualties and nothing more than a temporary
lodgement was obtalined.

The ocensequence of thls repulse was that, in spite of continuous
naval bombardment and the work of close support bombers, the heavy
and light guns sited on the headland east of Dieppe and in the face
of the c¢cliff were never permanently neutralized. This considerably
alffected the success of the landings on the main beaches..

At Pourville, more remote from the scene of the naval engagement,
a greater degree of surprise was obtained. Here the South Saskat-
chewan Regiment, commanded by Lt-(ol. C.CeI. Merritt, landed with
comparatively little initlal opposition and captured thelr first
objectives, taking a considerable number of prisoners and clearing
enemy positions. Subsequently, the Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders
of Canada, commanded by Lt-co{. AsG. Gostling, who was killed
immediately he stepped ashore, passed through the bridgehead
established by the South Saskatchewan Hegiment, and, under the
command of Major A.T. lLaw, penetrated about two miles inland on the
west slde of the River Scie. During this advance they inflicted
conasiderable losses on the enamy. They had not reached K the
aerodrome, which was their objectlive, when they recelved the order
te withdrawe.

On the beaches fronting Dieppe itself, the attack was unde on
the right by the Foyal Hamilton Light Infantry, commanded by Lt-Col.
Rell«. Labatt, and on the left by the Essex Scottish, commanded by
Lt-Cole FeKes Jasperscn. These units were closely followed by the
Lirst wave of tanks of the l4th Canddian Army Tank Sattalion
(Calgary Feziment) commanded by Lt-Col. Je3. Andrews. Althcugh the
Dieppe defences had been heavlly engagéd before the assault by
naval bombardment and waves of Hurricane Bombers, the troops came
under heavy fire from concealed posts in the two headlands to the
west and east of the beaches and also from artillery sited under
cover of the first line of buildinga, which waa able to fire
directly into the assault craft as they landed. The first wave of
tanks came under direct fire as soon as they came out of the
landing craft, and while some immediately got on to the boulevard
in front of the town and penetrated further, others did not get
off the heach.

The intense fire to which the landing craft were subjected inter-
fered with the Fngineers' prozramme of assault demolitions. 1In
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certaln cases the demolitlion stores could not be landed, and in
. they were destroyed before they sould. be used; in others,

' personnel beseame casualties, The sea-wall, in consequence,
‘ mngabraached to the extent that bhad been planned, and some of

the tanks were unable to eross it. Despite the fact that a number
of these were scon immovilized by damage, their crews continued
to right their suns with the greatest courage, engagling the
vatteriea which were firing on the landing craft, and on the
evidence of witnesses contributing to the safe withdrawal of some
of the latter.

About one hour ‘after the first landing at this point, infeormation
received indicated that the beach was sufficlently cleared to permit
the landing of the floating reserve. In consequence the Fusiliers
Hont=Royal, commanded by Lt=Col. D. Henard, were ordered to land
and establish themselves on the beach and on the edge of ihe town
of Dieppe. The Hoyal Hamilton Light Infantry had succeeded in
oapturinb the Casino, which was a prominent feature on the front
of the town and was strongly fortified, but the strong road blocks
across the heads of the streets leadlng into the town and the
heavy (ire brought to bear from the houses facing the Esplanade
and the beach prevented [urther progress except by small parties of
various units which penetrated for some distance at a number of
points, Large numbers of the troops were unable to advance beyond
the wire obastacles on the beach, which were swept by extremely
heavy fire, and the Ussex Scottish in particular were exposed to
heavy fire from enemy mortars and suffered very numerous casualtiess

At 93130, about four and a half hours after the initial landings,
the enemy had brought into actlion a number of moblle batteries,
mortars and additional infantry, and it was clear that not only
was the complete capture of the planned objectives now ilmpossible
but also that it had become necessary to make ilmmediate plans for
withdrawale. The decision was accordingly made to withdraw at
eleven o'clock, which necessitated abandoning the tanks which had
been landed, in order to re-embark personnel. At the same time the
craft carrying the remaining tanks and troops who had not been
landed, were ordered to return to Fnglande

Full support was given by the Air Force and the ships' guns to
cover the withdrawal, but by this time th& enemy had organlzed very
heavy f'ire on both the beaches and the sea approaches which made it
practically impossible for the landing craft to approach. In
addition dive-bombers attacked the ships and craft lying off Dieppes
In spite of heavy casualties to both personnel and craft, the Navy
most gallantly went in again and agalin to every beach until it was
known that our men on the beaches in front of the town were elther
killed or overwhelmed, when any further efforts would have been of
no avall. Every possible effort was made by the lavy to zet the
assault craft into the veaches. The l!lleadquarters destroyer, among
other ships, closed the beach until it almost grounded, in an
attempt to support the withdranal by fire and to pick up survivorse.

Similarly, on the beach at Pourville, the Cameron Hishlanders and
the South Saskatchowsn liegiment were aubjected Lo very heavy fire in
withdrawing, and while, thanks to the untiring efforts of the Officers
and H.Ce08e« and the unfailing gallantry of the Navy, a large propor=
tion of these units was safely wlithdrawn, they nevertheless suffered
heavily at this stage.

The expedition returned to England under &n umbrella of Air Force
fighter caver which prevented any serious Interference by enemy
alrcralte./in Inzland, dispersdl arrangements were most efficiently
organiz¥éd by the Canadian. headquarters. concerned, and al) returning
officers and men were given hot food om arrival. The wounded were
immediately dispatched to hospital and the remainder were returned
to thelr unit areas.




BAVAL AND A;ﬁ_SUPPQﬂZ

The aplendid assistance given by the nayal any has already boon i
reforred to. Throughout, 1t was beyond pralse, and there are on
file statements by many members of the Canadian mllltary iorces;
from private soldiers upwards, which testify to their deep under-
standing and appreclation of the manner in which the laval forces
ran all riskas to assist the troopse.

Air cover and bombing were likewise magnificent, and drew simlilar
warm tributes from the troops and from the Navye. Throughout the
operation, both the Air Porce and the Navy provided smoke screens
which were highly efrfective, sxcept ln the area closest to -hur.
(where a slight offshore breese appears to have interfered) and
which greatly reduced casualties to ships and personnel.

It should be noted that both Canadian sailors and Canadian alirmen
played a distinguished part in these operations. Considerable
numbers of Canadian Naval Officers and ratings were engaged on board
the liaval vessels, and numerous cases of zallantry by them are
recorded. At one point, light craft ventured into extremely heavy
fire to rescue men of the Royal Fegiment of Canada, who were
elinging to the bottom of an overturned landing craft close to the
shore., One of these rescue craft was commanded by & Canadian Offlcer;
on another & Canadian rating and an Pnglish rating sacrificed their
lives in saving these soldiers.

Two Army Co-0Operation Squadrons of the loyal Canadlian Alr Force
attached to formationa of the Canadian Army (verseas participated in
the operation. Both did gallant work and suffered losses. Canadian
Pighter Squadrons likewise played a bLrilliant part. Many Canadian
alrmen served in Royal Air Force sguadrons engaged in the operaticns.

CONDUGT OF THE TROOPS

Throughout this operation the conduct of all ranks of the
Canadian military forces engaged, and their determination to sapture
their objectives, were beyond a&ll praise., Although they came under
the heaviest forms of artillery, mortar and machine gun fire, there
was not the slightest hesitation on the part of anyone, and all ranks
evinced a keen desire to come to grips with the enemy. Literally
hundreds of documents relating to the operatlon have now been
examined. There is no suggestion in any one of these that so much
as one man of the Canadlan Army falled in his duty.

Where all did well, it is perhaps invidious to quote imdividual
cases of gallantry, but two such cases are mentioned here merely
as examples of the manner in which Canadian officers and men
maintained the traditions of the Canadian Army and the honour of
their acuntry.

Lt-Col, Ce0.l. MHerritt of the South Saskatchewan Hegiment ;otcd
with most distinzulshed gallantry throughout the operation. ¥
his battalion was held up by very hot fTire at a bridge on which .
many men had fallen, this officer -alked back and forth across the
oridge, waving his helmet and calling, "See, there 1s no danger here”.
lie then led his men ecross and cleared the commanding enemy positions
on the other side., After many acts of bravery during the day,
including personally disposing of & sniper, and organizing and
leading parties for the destruction of énemy machine gun posts which
were harassing his men, this most gallant officer was last seen
collecting autcmatic weapons and organizing a defensive position to
cover the withdrawal of the laast parties of his unit from the beach.

Lance-3ergeant G.E. Hickson, of the 7th FPleld Company, Royal
Canadian ingineers, was assigned to a demolition task in the town,
and landed with the Royal Hamilton Light Infunbry. Az fire was too

heavy to move directly to his obgaotivo' attached himself to an
infantry platoon, and when this Flatoon's offlcer and senior
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N.Ce08. were put out of action, he took command and led them to
the Casino. Here he used an explosive charge to enter through
the walls and reached a large concrete gun emplacement. Ie blew
in the steel door of the gun emplacement with another charge,
killing the gun crew, and subsequently destroyed the 6-inch naval
gun in the emplacement as well as two machine guns. He then _
re=-organized the remaining men of the platoon and in the face of
heavy enemy opposition led them into the town as far as the Church
of St. Remy. Only when he found his party alone and unsupported
did he withdraw it to the Casino. Subsequently he was among the
last men to be evacuated from the beach,

Such deeds as these will long be remembered.

RESULTS OF THE OPERATION

It is obvious from the above narrative that a great part of the
limited and local objectives of the raid were not attained. The
demolitions actually effected were on & much smaller scale than
had been hoped for, although considerable damage was done.
Prisoners were taken, however, and a great deal of information con=
cerning enemy dispositions and methods was obtalned,

From the point of view of larger results of the raid, little
can be said at present. The operation is still being most care-
fully studied with a view to extracting from it every possible
lesson which will assist us in the future prosecution of operations
in Western Europe or elsewhere; and the value of the experlence
gained at Dieppe will appear only in the future course of the war.
At the present time, no public analysis of the lessons learned is
possible without giving assistance to the enemy.

One thing, however, can be stated with complete confidence. The
organization of combined command worked out in such detail in ad-
vance of the operation functioned perfectly. In particular, the
method of organizing the close support effort and the {ighter cover
provided by the R.A.F., a new method of control here employed for
the first time, proved to bs most satisfactory. The three services
worked together in perfect co-operation, and in this respect the
result of the operation has been to afford complete confldence in
the effective co-ordination of the efforts of the three services
in Combined Operations.

One further special point may be made., This extensive raid com-
pelled the enemy Lo concentrate air squadrons from many distant
points and to commit a large force to action. This gave the R.A.F.
a valuable opportunity, and in the intense air fighting over Dieppe
the German air force suffered an important defeat.

For the lessons learned and the advantages galined the forces
engaged, and particularly the land forces, pald a very heavy price.
The history of similar operations in the past serves to indicate
that heavy losses are to be expected in amphibious operations of
this type directed sgainst a fortified coastline held by a deter-
mined and alert enemy. The landing operations in Gallipoli in the
last war are a case in point. At Dieppe the losses suflered were
in great part due to the miasfortune of the chance encounter with
the escorted German tanker, which served to warn the garrison of
the defences, and, to some extent, to disturdb the time-table for
the attack. The margin giving success in operations of this type
is always a very narrow one, and very small circumstances are
frequently sufficient to turn the balance.

The Canadian units engaged in the Dieppe operation gained combat
experience which will be of great value to them in future operations.
The troops have returned from the operation with added confidence
in themselves and, in particular, in the leadership of their officers
and N.C.08., which throughout the operation waa of the very highest
order. All ranks of the units concerned, and eapecially those
which suffered most heavily, are anxious for another opportunity
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of contact with the enemy which will enable them to exact from him

.a further reckoning for the loases which they have suffered on this
occasion. The heroism both of those who fell and those who returnsad
will be & source of future inspiration to all ranks of the Canadian
Army .






