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1. This 'Roport deals ith the obDervanc of the third
mtniversary of the rrival in th United ingdom, on 17 Dec 39,
of the first flight of 1 adn iv. This obs rv nce took th
form of a pur d on 17 Dec 42 of r pres ntativ sub-units of
the C nadian Army Overs s. ~hl was follo d y a press
conferenc& at which General c a hton 1" c v d 1" presentatives
of Canadian, British and American new pap 1"8 nd broadcasting
syst ms. The writer wa pres nt at both th p ad nd th
conference.

2. Thea matters appear to be orthy of record, •• ()
affording some convenient index of the progress road by the
Canadian Army Overseas during three y aI'S hich, while they
have ,seen no contact with th n y (with th notable xce tion
of the DI PPE op ration of 19 Aug 42), have nev rth 1 as b n
y ars of gr at activity and r ther remark bl expansion. Th
un ts and equipmont seen on pr d on this occasion, and the
brief review of thre years' progress given afterw rds by the

• ).O.-1o-C. Firat Cdn Army, 1"e likely to b matters of om.
interest to the Orficial istorian.

P HAD' OF C NA IAU (UB-UNITS

3. Headquart r , ~irst C nad an Al y, h d organized for
this occasion display in th shap of a. rch-past of sub­
units representing virtually ev ry arm and service in the
C nadian rltlY, from th Armour d Corps to the ost 1 Corps.
his took place on a road immediately at of th vill e of

CRA1L , SUSSEX, not far from Hdadquarters, 1 Odn Corps. Th
parad was witnessed by a group of distinguish d guests hloh,
in addition to the Secretary of state for ar (Sir James
Grigg), included 41". l laky (th ovlet Ambassador), aJor-
G neral Hartle (commanding U.S. ~roops in th Unite ingdo),
r. < s y (Canadian igh Commi sion 1"), I .• Th. aharaj h

J .ah b of awanag 1", nd 1 number of rltish, merie n
and Canadian senlor officers.

4. The p r d comprl d thirty units nd Bub-unit ith
their echanical equipment. The obJ at was to demonstr to,
not morely the remarkabl progr 98 in th matt r ot equipment
mad by th Canadian Army Ov rSGa during r cent months, but
also the growing contribution to victory b i08 ade by Canadian
industry .n the production of Buch equip nt. Th gre t r
part of th apons, v hiel s and other quIp ent shown re
products of Can dian fac ories.

5. A copy of the progr - for the oee sion, including
the commentary spoken ov r a public- ddress system or th
b nefit of the sp ctntors, i att ch d 8S Appendix itA". Thi.
should be consulted for detail , which accordIngly ill not
be r p ated here. P rt~oul rly Impressiv , ho ever, ~ 1" the
march-paat of a qu dron of RA II crui r tanks of 2 Cdn Ar d

egt (Lord trathcona' Horse), rm d with 6-pounder uns; a
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troop of 1 Cdn ~ed Ragt. equippod with 6.5-1nch.gun-howltz r.
drawn by Diesel traotors; troop of 2 Cdn Hy .A. H gt with
3.7-inch anti-aircraft guns; and 'fehlcles of No. 1 Tank Trans­
porter Coy, R.C.A.S. :., carrY~lg Rw tanks. Heavy quipment
of 1 Cdn pee Turmelling JOy Rnd 1 Cdn Rd Const Coy, .C.E.,
was also aGan. A new developmont 1n taotioal organization
which w s demonstrated was an infantry anti-tank platoon
(provided by Namorons of C.) .qulpped it.h 2-pdr 'una drawn
by 5-owt "Jeep" oars.

6. Th last unit 1n the parad , and the only one on toot,
W88 a com.pany of marchlng infantry provided by tho Queen" Own
irles of Canada, which marched past at the dO\lbl. General .

IfcNaughto1"l subsequ.ently eX: lained that the reason for tIlls was
the deslr to remind the peotators that, In sp1te of modern
meohanization, the ability of the infantry to arob rapidl, for
long periods and bo in condition to fight afterwards 1s actual17
'more important to-day than at any previous time.

7. ~wo pieoes of n$W experim ntal equipment wer includod
in the parad. Th se w re the 0 nad1 n selr~propell d 3.7-1nob
anti-alncraft gun and 25-pounder. e ch mounted on the R tank
nhassls. It was explo.ined by nenral 1 o~au8hton that it 1s
propoRed to use the ~1. P. 2S-pounder to arm one of the two field
~eglrnent8 to be included in Can dian armoured divisions under
tbe new organlz tlon no being adopted. He r rked that th1.
oquipment had performed v$ry well n trials. Tho S.P. 3.7-1nch
sun, he 98.id, Is in ended not 80 much or ilSO inanntl-alroraft
role s for employment against enemy tanks ass saing armour up
to 120 mm. in thickness, should the Germans produce suoh
equipment.

8. The parade lasted more t an two hou~s. The di play
wae punotuated at intervals by b sta 0 ~~tl-alrora t tire
dlrected at low-flyln r1tlsh airoraft by th anti-airorat'
units deployed to proteot the spentu ors and the larade. Ordera

ad been iosued that, in If ew f th" cloudiness of t 18 weather,·
fighter cover would not bG provided, and A.A. gun would fir.
upon all a1roraft approaching the area at a h ight or loss than
1,000 fe t. This had been i10tifi d to t ~.A.F., but apparentl,
without e Get. It is un rstood that one plane - a so damaged
by firo as to necessitate a oreed 1 ndin" but the pilot
fortunately waft not injured. The sp clal anti-aircraft pr cau­
tions taken on this occasIon ere in .art th$ result ot a ra1d
by enemy planes on the O· ~ '{AU area th prev OUS day.

9. Th v rlety of qui' ant shown, full r details of which
may be} found in Appendix 11 ", WAS remarkable hon one r meJlb..r.

h e~tr m difficulty of rneetin the equipment needs of th
Canadian Army Overseas at an ~arl1er time. !n this conneotion.
attention 1s direct d t • cport o. 46, in ich the equipment
situation uring 1940-41 was bri'fly r vie ed.

p F~m CONF,., I ICE

10. Speaking arterwarda to th repres ntative of the pr sa,
Genoral Mcl~ailghton said th t they could doubtlo8 lmagin. how
thrilling such a display as .this b d b an or thoa who had b en
oonc erned If in bUilding th show upu .from a v y smell b ginning.
He also point d out that. where~s in 1939 Canada had n Imost no
war industry", now 11n6a1"17 allu the vehiclasand equ1pment
demonstrated 1n this parade war of Canadian manufecture. and
some were Canadian 1n design. This, he tho ~ht, constituted
a remnrkabl trlbut 0 th workshops nd industry of C nada.
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11. General cN&u'hton recalled th arly days of the
Canadian Army Overseas and mentloned th" pl ns 01'1g111&11y mad.
for 1 Cdn Div to Join the .E.F. 1n FR NeE during 1940. H.

pok or the cons1d rable numb r of lsap)olntmonts suffered
by th. Can dian troop th n nd since th t time - occasions.
some ot which have naval" bean r 1 rrod to in public, h n
Canadian troops were offered th possibility of action against
the enemy and subHequ ntly denied such action t the last
omant.

12. th1s conn ctlon, General c lIghton dealt to.
length with the matter of the orale of th Canad1an Army
Overse 8. Such disappointments 8 th 8 , h said, 1" very
trying exporience., esp clally for young 80~diers W 0 h d
never seen act~on. It was. ha thou ht, {l or at tribute to the
men of the Army that in spit of so m ny 'rus~1"atlonR mol" 1
had re ain d on tho 19hest lovel. He ttributea this h py
r sult to th f ct that "our m n h v good common nae";
th y arc a very inte1l! nt body of men, not an rmy 01'
adventur rs. but n who have oom.e to Br-itain to S rv & c use.

13. The General said that he felt that orale owed much
1 {' to the rEi 1d xpans ~on ifhich had taken pI ce. 'he

developm nt had been "cutw rd " from the mit and format on
whioh b d 1rst rrived, nd th re nad been plenty of' pro otion.
Promising er. had been "shoved an. d" aud iven ev 1"'1 opportunity.
oat of the older men who came into the Army in the b ginning

had now pa&s d out of th active units. 'Ihere was "youth 1n
th ranks and youth in command", and this he con idol" d a very
h Ithy thing. In sp1t of mochan1z tion. physical fitness

mer 1m ortant to-day than ev r.

14. Asked if he '«ould ca1'e to say som thing s to hy the
Canad1 n I'my had not bo n in ction, General 4oNaughton 1" pli d.
ith speui.l rofar nee to the campaign now proceed1ng in ORTH

AFRICA, that in th courso of this war many plans had be n
pr pared, and "the ones 0 er studying didn't happen to b.
NO TH A' lCA". Th t th Canadians have been denied aotion 80
far n d b'en due simply "to th chance circumstances of war aa
they hRve developed". He recalled the ~tatem nts made by
canadian lnisters ooncernin the mployment of the Canad1an
Army, to the ef"fect that there wer tlno strings" on it: it
would be used ~her ver it could b uRed to best advantag 1n
the COmMon CQuse. One newspaperman asked G neral r~cN ughton
wheth 1" ny invitation had been received for Canadian troops
to pnrticip te in the OR- H "IC enterprise. e Genor 1
replied that this wa a question he could not venture to ana ere

15. Aaother carr spondent asked wether General cHiaughton
cons~dered that hla rmy could be best e. loyed lias a s If­
oontain d unit". T e "'eneral replied t t from many ?ointa ot
v1ew thel"e wara definite mill t ry advantages in keeping an ar '1
such as the CanadIan Army toe th r. It had, for 1nRtance. th
ffect of plify1ng dminl tration. or ov 1", throughout th

C nadian Army, as a result of tho mann r 1n hich lt h d
deY lop d from a conlp&.l"ativoly small nucleus, t ere xist d
a host of personal fr~ nd'hips and relet onship~ which W 1" a
groat sourc~ of s~ren th and hich 61" p .c1 1 to that rmy.
N v rth 1 Sd, n n ra1 c aughton rop as1z d that this did not
xclud the poss~,b~l~ty of C n di ns serving s part of a
1xed foro wh n n d cl. The element of flexlo:t1ity aa

1mportant, snd C&.n~d1afi8 er 8uffie1 ntly broad-oinoed to
realize that the1r Ar y was h re for 0. purpoLe b1g er than
itself. rrhere w s "nothing doronat1c or egocentric" about the
Canadian ktt1tude,
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16. Ask d about the situation aone rn1 rei orc m nta
from Canada, Gan ral Mo aughton 8 id he could not fford to
be drawn ':'nto tho discussion of qUti tlona w1 th pol t1cal
lnlplioati.ona. 1'1 praotioe, th only important limit tion upon
the up ly of n from Canada had b en lack of shipping.

17. One corrospondent lnqul ad haUler any atatem nt could
be de concerning th ol'r.l8.tion of th 2nd C ad an Corp ,
hieh h d been forecast s likely in th n ar rutur t th

time of 1;h~ or tion or H. Q. I ir t Cdn Arr. y 1n April last.
(Soe aport .jOIi 69.) G noral l.eNsto.ghton replied tha. it ould
b premature to mak an announeem nt at th 8 moment. The
formation of the 2nd Corps had b6en authorized, and it now
lay with him to deci 0 when it a deair 01 to proc d with
it. On factor which had made such aotion und .s1rab1e own
to tho pre ont time was the heavy emanda r c ntly lila. upon
our limited au ply or tr ined taff offic r •

18. Asked about th situat~on·

for thCanadi n rly Oversea,
that th off cer co an i
ing had just b en promoted rom

Captain, and a Group apt ina
drs. your own conclusions".

ct to lr support
cau£hton r 11 d

Co-op r tlon
r to Group
or .run tt you oan

~·A~o-~
(C.P.~M~jor,
tr tor cal 0 flu r,

Canad an 11itar adquart rs.
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which must a180 be noticed for 1t ls shown ln tne v rlety ot
armament and typ s of veh ln fr t of you. 10 rapld mov m nt oan
elud it nor oan the tale b arln volce. of its w1r lea qUlpped
per onn 1 b ~ A varl ty of oquipment 1 neos. ary for
thls typ t ful 11 its rol. n 1940 suoh a un1t as thls
probed 1ts" Y t r- tnto BlJ.LGIU in advanc of th BEP, and baving
made touch 1th the enemy oolns, fou ht continuously or dal.,
never one losing .ouch, lthdr ln ate dily but only in it own
t1llle and ke ping up oheeJ't! 1 tary of aoourate
information of incalculable v lu to the C ln C at GHQ.

erlal 3

lv,

Serial 4

B.
cone
the u
too hav
made 1n

erial 6

erial 7

a

It n Tp, 1 ny A Bty, 2 Hy A gt, RCA, fro
his is the 3.7 Hy A un hloh 1s u d to tak on n

1, PQ.
8 out
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"A" , 18 d 2 fro.
four of th n w una, at nard dium e uip nt in the

In ~lte ot. it•. 8i ht It 1 xtrem 1y mqbll aqd ls
c pable of doing immense d~a f r beh1nd th ne 1.' lin.. h.
sp clally designed tractors which tow the gun enable ediua
Regiments to keep pace with th swift moves of present d 1 ariar••
Th tractors h ve a Cdn body and A eriean motors.

of ran rich h va j t It. ~ght app ratu.
1 an in r ca blt of eoh ni call for n unuau 117 ish
standard of tralning and drill on the part of the un d t cbsent.
Equally accurat by day and night it i the ain stay of ground
defence against the blits, being extremely effective ,ln OP aklng
up high leval bombing attacks.

Serial 8

Control i d up of qi 117
8 1 at d pe cnnel who. tuncti n ito

clos. o-op rati hich exist b twe r y and
e ent of tar ets.of all nature.~ ~ orks

very olos.ly with the dlum ArtIllery which you v ju t sen.
his oontrol thru8 I itt. "tentaolea': as the ohile ir Ie elat.

e
are 0 11 d .11 in 0 the for ar4 b ttl ar an, v 1.y ~equ ta
without d lay to the bomb s and fighters d to th. Roy 1
Canadian Arty. The flight of an aircraft which i now oYerhead
wa called from one of th Army co-operation Sqns of 39 iog RCAF,
which is attached to First Cdn rmy for army co-operat~on purposes.

rial 10

TbJ n xt rew datachment are from th Co ps of Royal
Cana t growth and dey lopm ~t have

degre of engine rtng kill in ~ fields
gin • h v a back round of ~ten.lv.

Th 1 ading d taohm nt consist of t 0
14 qn 0 n d iv ion. Th l' din troop
Sqp, 1 from To on~ Ont, follow bJ.

9t i 1d qn fro gip k tchn. part
the nor 1 outin in ri ork, the sprs ;fro th rmd div

u ..._ ... ,_.ar. e S htial to 1t mobIlity. ther it b r? de, ,brIdg , the
de tructlon of A Tk ob tacla ~ or the clearing ot. en my in i Ids,
the engineer will 1••1 be in th thick. of the armd b ttl.
The.;1.r vehs, tool and quip nt are 1 Gdn man~acture"'. As an
example of th use of mechanic 1 aida it is of interest that eaoh
troop is quipped with'an air compressor whioh driv a a v ri ty
of po er tools.

1

Another d t chman t of '-he. Corp ,of oy 1 C nadlan
Engdn~er leh 1 ot ital 1mpo~tance in ~o ~n arfar 1 the
fto d Cons truo tion C Y'. hi ~o,tl0 ' 1 fr .,. ortn Bay, On rio,
and these men hav 1 arned their busi,no 1n th di/ficult..' rook
and he vily wooded north rn co~~try. The bulk of their equipment
1s Cdn made and belongs to 0 1 Cdn 1echanical Equipment. Coy.
Th Road Construction Coy will be call d upon to carry out rapid

-
T n xt i fro 1 Cdn P trol um ~rr r

Exper nt 1 Unit. vahs r Cdn U~lvers 1 Carriers nd
ar speoially fitted with Ronson Fl e Thr.owin EquiP. ent

Dn.~nu· Petnoleum rrare Experimental Unit ha~ been torm d ~rQB th Roy 1
Canadian insers nd is carry.1ng out xtensive exp ,r1m~ntal

ork with mo t satisfaatorr results.
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L) rial 13

a rodrome const~uet· .' pair of
oeou led countrlos and to buildin
Alliod Army.

No 1 sec of the Cdn special Tunnelling Goy contains
personnel from all parts of Canada. It 1s quipped for ipe puaillng
and drilling. Special veha serve as mobIl platforms for drilling
equlpmqnt and as po r pipe pushers. It h s·1 s wn mQchlnery
lorry which nable it to d~ its own repair and a1nten no work
in tne fd. Cdn unnel in Coy have been em loy d 0 the
magnlfieent defences r Gibralter.

Serial 14

ThisThe next dtachment is No 1 rdn Chem
is &. 8 all d tachm nt but one hlch 1s of vital
illlable to ive y u the details of th quipm nt
lab lor~i s. Th lead1ngveh is the tobil
is the d t etlon dnd identiflc t on of chs
for the technical ex mlnat10n or ca tured en
equipment. Th 2n lorry 18 a p tholog10al 1
app r tu hleh enables th RCA C to 1a n a unue
oa ualtles. With this detachment it 1 po 1bi
skilled cllnleal expe~t8 prov1 the 0 n r 1 t
nec s ary information in th f1 16

S rial 15

•

Serial 16

A complex odern army ith its mobility and tr mendous
rad us of action can only be controll d through the dlum r an
efficient Corp of ignals. The next detachment is a composite
one from the First Cdn Corp ignals; it ccn itut s but a portion
of a signals unit W ha.ve first'of all a·lin 0 os"t k it
is to lay the cable for 1in~ eornmunio tion J y U w 11 notioe the
cable-layln eh hleh can thro off c b1 m chanin 111 as t e v h
moves. h n xt i a m6dl wir le s section wh1c i co posed
of five irelese detachm nt e 0 q lpped t Cdn d 0 9
set earried 1n Cdn 15.0 t wire1 8 v&hS o Th Cdn 0 8 t 1 ot
the very 1at at design. Another typical s etian'is a h
wireless section COl posed of five detaohmept equip e . it
C'dn No 3', set. The po er unit 1.19 C r~l d in the trail r utilising
standard l5-e t trailer chassIs. Th set eMn ~o k on th ove
and when stationery. ~e trailer can e ov day to 1 inate
engine noise. This 9 t ha a v ry great pow r and ran

Th next d tachment is an inf rifle coy from the Royal
22nd Fegt carried in tp carryin vells of the 1 Cdn iy CA • The
R 22nd R is a Franch-C~l dian nd p rp tuat 8 the famous 22nd bn
of the Cdn .~xp d1tionary Forc of' th .1 at r. Its pace-tim

egimental HQ i8 in ~ebec City, Canad 's Jlstorlc ch-Oanadlan
oltndel. A full ooy consisting of Coy HQ and throe p1 1 ~ rried
in six 3-ton lorries and the coy tpt containing ita fl ht~ng store.
and amn,' consist 'of five vah. The vehs are Odn d. a ar the
bulk of th inf pl e pone whioh inolud Cdn Bran Lt chin uns,
Cdn de Sub machine uns, and Cdn rifles. Our present int rifl
ooy ith its variety of W8 pons and ita thorough a8 ault trg 1s.&
flexible organization which is capable of fightin on 11 types of
ground by day or by night.· ~le rir1 ~ ma1n" ins touch with tta
sn, H by pot-tabl wlreles set and ithin t co, s llar t
are also available .f01" C rtrnlunlcat10n b tw n pls d th 07 BQ..
T s sets re Cdn' d.
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rial 22
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Serial ea

erial 24
u

d ere
or

1 25

Th 2~ pr un on selt-prop l1ed mo
tion in Canada. This ouoting will Anable the 25
with armd formations ln any k1nd or ~ountr1. The 3.7 y.

02100'. a It prop 11 d mount1ng 1s xp r1m nta1 equlpm nt,
"'to rov1 a 1 & V"1 ob 1 n A k a .
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army, these men are aarrJ~d on th strength of the eMP in C nada
and will r turn to their normal duties~at "the war. Thil coy
~anded with the First Cdn Division on th 17 D cember 1939 and have
remained with them ever since. Tlle Cdn Provost Corps is r sponsible
for the oaintenance of discipline, conduct special investigations,
provision of uarda for HQ buildings and re responsibl for
Divisional Traffic Control.

Serial 28

The next detachment is a Qom osita unit of the edn Postal
Corps. The handling of mail from a ·is a task whioh il
naturally of great importance 1n the maintenwlc of orale. The
bulk of the personnel of Cem Postal Corps have had pace-time
experience at their work and the promptness with which they handle
the larg postal traffic, both to and from Canad , 18 proof of
their efficiency. The Postal Corps is distributed ~hroughout

various formations and is equipped with surfici nt vehs for th
delivery of His I~ajesty' s mail. They are also responsible for the
establishment of fi Id post offices.

"erial" 29

Is a light aid detacrunent, COC. All personnel are not
only skill d technicians and mechanics but ar also fully train d
soldiers capable of defending tllemselvGs in the field. The light
aid detacrunent represents th most forward ech of rep irs and its
duties are to assist unit personnel in maintenance of equIpment,
to inspect and dvise on aintenance, supervise all repairs and
give advice on technioal tters. All v hs cQrry spare parts.
You will note the recovery veh whose task of whIch is tho cle ranc.
of ca ualties whioh may imp do the advance of the units to which
it 1s attached.

eria~ 3Q

During th pa~t hour and are e have been cone rning
ourselves with the equipment necessary in the odern army. It i.
good equipment, efficient and well-made, capable of standing the
hard llsag of th battle field. I e must remember, however, that
no matt r how efficient or how ood the tools may be, it takes a
capable and skilled workman to finish the job. It is ell,
therofore, to finish a parade of this nature with d representative
sub-unit of the marching inf whose success in battle depends upon
the human qualities of endurance and spirit. edn inf bns have
recently been organized into an in! Corps. Reg1 ental traditions
have, however, boen retained nd the varIous bna are justly proud
of these traditions and guard jealously the rights and privileges
which h ve been handed on from the past. The Que ns Own ifles ot
Canada, from Toronto, 1s ono of Canada's old st inf units. You
will see the coy double by in the traditional manner of rifle
regiments, and this tradition has today become an essential of
inf trg. Cdn inf bna are trained to march at the rate of 10
miles in two hours carrying their weapons and amn, and at the end
of their march they must be, and are, fit to fight.
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