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The Operatlon at DIFPPE, 19 Aug 42: Further
Peraonal Stories of Participants,

l. Thls Report presents seven personal accounts of

the DITPPE operatlon of 19 Aug 42 by officers and other ranks
of the Canadlan forcss who participated in 1t. This group

of accounts 1s additinnal to those presented as Appendices to
daport No. 89, dated 31 Dec 4E,

2. Hork cn the historical record of the DIEPPE operation
13 proceeding. A draft of Part I, dealing with the
preliﬂinarirs of the operation, has been communicated to the
Gedele=In~-C. First Cdn Army for hls comments, A copy was

also i#ilven to the C.G.S., at his request, durlng hils recent
vizit to the United ¥ingdom. As soon &s the comments of the
GeDeDe=in-C, have been recelved, and the draft has been
circulated to a few senior officers for comment, it will be
revised and mechanically reproduced, Coples will then be
forwarded to N.D.,H.Q. In the usual manner.

Se The ectual events of 19 Aug 42 are belng dealt with
by sectors, and 1t 1s hoped shortly to begin circulating
drafts concernlng these sectors to officers and units who
participated.

PTRSONAL STORIFS OF PARTICIPANTS

4, Attached to thls Report as Appendices are seven
further records of personal experiences at DIEPPE or afterwards

Se One of these 1s an account written by the partlcipant
himself, and including the training preceding the operation
as well as the events of the reid. This officer, Liesut. F.
Royal, 1s a Photographic Officer on the staff of Public
Relatlons Sectlon, C.M.H.Q., who took a number of valuable
photographs 1n the course of the operation, although neither
he rior any other cofficlal photographer succeeded in landing.
He was on board an L.C.T. off DIFPPE. Four of the other
documents attached are memoranda, by the present writer, of
interviews with the Individusls concerned. One of these
individuals (Pte.J. llaler) 1s a soldler decorated at DIEPPE
whose portrait has been palnted by Lieut. L.P. Harris in
accordance with the arrangement described in Report No. 89,
Another, that relating to Captaln R.M. Campbell, grew out of
an interview with Captain Canpbell in LONDON following his
discharge Crom hospital,

6. “ince Report No., 89 was written, two more Canadian
officers captured at DIFPPE, Captain G.A. Browne, R.C.A., and
Lieut. A.A. Masson, Fus, n.n., have succeeded in escaping from
detention on the continent and returning to England., Both
these officers have been Iinterviewed, and attached are
memoranda by the present writer relating to theilr experiences
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during the operation, and also memoranda by Captaln 5.H.S.
Hughes, G.3.0.TIT (M.I.), C.M.H.Q., concerning their
experiences between the time of thelr capture and their
return to the nited Kingdom,

7. A report wrltten by Ceptaln Browne was attached to
Report No. 89 as Appendlx "A". The memorandum accompanying
the present report, and also deslignated Appendix "A", is
merely an addendum to the earlier document. Captalin Browne's
experlience deserves to be consldered one of the most remark-
able Individual spisodes In the hilstory of the Canadlan Army
Overseas so far. It 18 clesar that he dild good work as F.0.0.
on BLUE BEACH at DIFFPE; naval evlidence 1s that his wireless
set was 1n touch with the supporting destroyer offshore
(HeM.S8. "Garth") for more than two hours, and had his
messages as received by "Garth" been successfully relayed to
the headouerters ship, information reaching the Force
Commanders concerning events on ZELUF BEACH would have been
very much rore adequate. He was & member of the only party
from BLUE EFACH which succeeded 1ln penetrating the enemy
defences. This perty did not surrender until late in the
afternoon. After his capture, Captaln Browne made three
successlve escapes: one from ths (iermans, while the DIEPPE
prisoners were belny moved towards Germany; one (which was
only temporarily successful) from the authorities of
Unoccupled France, where he had subsequently been interned;
and one from the Italisns, after the latter nad taken over
part of the formerly unoccupled zone. As described in
Captaln Hughes' memorandum of hils evidence, he crossed the
FYRENFES iIn winter on foot by way of ANDORRA. It 1s worthy
of note that wnile interned at LYONS he wrote the report
forming Appendix "A" of Report No. 89, which 1s the most
complete individual record of the DIIPFF operation that has
come to the attention of the present wrilter. 1In general,
Captaln Browne's was a remarkable performance,

B. Hecords of the Interrogatlion of Canadian "escapers”
by M.I.® (War Office) will be found on C.M.H.Gs fille
4/}: IO l""ro/l-

9. The followlng 1s a list of the Appendlces attached
to thls report:

(a) Memorandum of interview with Captaln G.A. Browne,
H.C.ﬁo

(b) Memorandum on capture and escapes of Captain G.A.
Browne.,

(c) Memorandum of Interview with Captain F.M. Campbell,
GCemerons of C.

(d) Memorandum of intervliew with A.21509, Pte. Maler,
Jes; DeCoM., Essex Scot,

(e) Memorandum of interview with Lieut. A.A. Masson,
Fue,H,.R.

(f) Memorandum on capture and escape of Lieut. A.A.
Masson,

(g) Memorendum by Llsut. F. Royel of his experlences,
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(C.P. Stacey) ¥ajor, '
Hlstorlecal Officer,
Canadlian Milltary Headquarters.




MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW WITH
CAPTAIN G.A. BROWNE
ROYAL CARADIAN ARTILLERY
AT CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTIRS, LOWDON
30 JAN 43

Subject : The Operation at DIEPPE, 19 Aug 42.

1. Capt. Browne was rForward Obaservation Officer with
the Royal Regiment of Canada on BLUE BFACH (PUITS) during the
IEPPE operation. This memorandum i1s merely supplementary to
the very full report written by himself while detalned in
Unoccupled F"rance after escaping from the Germans, A copy of
thls report was attached to Report No, 89 of Hiatorical Officer,
C.M.H.Q., a8 Appendix "A",
2, Capt. Browne's very deflinite lmpression of the order
in which the Noyals were Intended to land is as follows. In
the "YUKON" exerclises the unit had landed in two main waves,
with "TDWARD FORCE"™ (then carried in H.M.S, "Garth") as a third
wave. At this time the H.Q. group, to which Capt. Browne was
attached, was in the second wave. For "JUBILET", however, it
was declided that the whole of the R.FRegt.C., proper, would
land as one wave, with "VDWARD PORCE" landing subsequently as
a second wave. "FDWARD FORCE" Included not only some K.Regt.C.
personnel, and the detachment from the Black Watch of Canada,
but also the detachments from 4 Fd Regt and 3 Lt A.A. Regt,
R.C.A., although the latter were not carrlied 1ln the same ship
as the Black Watch.

Se Capt. Browne 1s confldent of the accuracy of the

time (05356 hrs) noted by him for the touchdown. To report this
time back was hils first and one of hlis most limportant tasks.

He belleved at the time that no one had landed earlier than his
own boat, for he saw nobody on the beach at the point where he
himself came ashore. After reading the reports of naval offlcers
however, he accepts the probablility that "A" and "B" Coys had

In fact come ashore considerably earlier, at points further to
the left (l1.e., to the east) than the one where he landed. His
craft (L.C.A. 7, from "Queen /mma") touched down near the west
end of the sea-wall, and he and his telegraphist hastily

carried his 66 set up the beach to where the re-entrant angle
formed by the west end of the sea-wall and the beginning of the
¢liff afforded shelter from fire. He then got his first message
off, reporting touchdown at 0535 hrs. He points out that
"Garth's" report that she was in touch with him from 0541 hrs
clearly indicates that she received this message, as six

minutes would be the normal time-lag for reporting an event,

(Ho evidence has been found, however, that this message reached
HeM.2. "Calpe", the headquarters ship.)

4, The Boston alreraft seen by Capt. Browne as his craft
approached the shore were not attacking the German positions
immedliately adjacent to BLUF EACH, but he saw one fairly large
bomb dropped, apparently on DIEFPE 1tself,

Se Capt. Browne explained that the term "Prize Troop"
applled to the detachment of 4 Cdn Fd FRegt omplozed at BLUE
BEACH was used on the analogy of the naval term "Prize Crew";
l.e., this detachment waa for the purpose of taking over and
using an enemy battery.
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6. After examining alr photographs, Capt. Browne
identified the point from which Lt.-Col. Catto's party watched
the action of the German 88-mm. battery as the road junction
at 250694,

7. Capt. Browne ldentiflied the two houses cleared by
Lt.-Col. Catto's party as those in the middle distance in the
lowest photograph facing p.l7 of C.B. 04244, There was
resistance in the house in the middle of the photograph, facing
the camera, but only a shot or two from the house further up
the hill near the left-hand slde of the photograph.

Be A rumour heard after the operation was that some of
our tanks had got into the PARC JEHAN ANGO and had there been
stopped by A.Tk guns, There was not a great desl of contact
between the captured tank officers and the others after the
opération.

9. Capt. Browne read this memorandum in draft on 1 Feb
45, made some additions, and accepted it as accurate.

(C.P. Stacey) Major,
Historical Officer,
Canadian Mllitary Headquarters,

11l Feb 43.
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MEMORANDUH 0N CAPTURE aT DIEPPL AIID aUBS"L A IR LSCAPES
OF CAPT GEORGE ALLEYNE “HQﬂhE, 4 FD REGT R.C.A. ATTACHED ROYAL
REGIMENT OF CANADA AS FORTALD Ogbe“hTI“" OFFICTR =

capt G.A. Browne has already gubmitted a detailed report on
his observation of Operation Jubilee written while interned at FORT DE
L4 DUCHERE, & copy of which has been sseén by tho army Commander. It
will therefore suffice to say that as F.0.0. attached to the R. Regt cof
C. and commanding what he refers to as "tihw prize Tp, %.C.A." he landed
with the regiment on Blue Beach on 19 Aug 42. &Ls F,0.0. it was his dugy
to remain with the 0.C., Re. #icgt of C. together with his telegraphist,
During the course of the operation Capt Browne followed Col. Catto with
a party of about 20 all ranks through a gap in the wire up the c¢liff on
Blue Boach. At this tine Capt Rrowne's tcelographist was in the mlddlo
of a message and faced with the nccessity of maintaining contact with the
0+C+ he told thoe telographist to finish the mossage and follow him as
sqon &3 posaible. Shortly aftervards nochins gun fire was opened on tho
gap through which ths party had uscended and all ecommunication wus cut
off with the remainder of "C" and "D" Covs on the beach and with the
ships at sea. This oceurred ut about 0700 hours.

Having arrived at the top of the c¢liff and being unablc to
rejoin his own regiment, Col Catto decided to move woestward towards
SALVATION REACE in order to ustablish contact with the Tissex Scottish.
This proved unsucccssful bucauas whilc passing through & wood ngar PUITS
the party re¢alized that it could not emerge without inviting capturc.
One scout sent forward to reconnoitre was killed. A4fter making two
recces towards the cliff edge which provud fruitless, Col Catto &nd his
party decided to remain in the wood a#nd attiript to ssecape. After waiting
till 1600 hours and after all sounds and signs of action had ceasad,

Col Catto and his party gave themselves up 2t 1620 hours nt a2 ncarby A.a.
pest. Capt Browne estimatos thoelr nunbers ut about 20 including the C.O.
a Coy Commander, two subalteurns wnd the L.aoi. Officer.

Fiot The party was taken to & achool,, Notrae Dams de Bon Sceours,
about half a milo from the A.a. post in 4 truck. Its mombers were thore
secarched for weapons and maps. Thls school appeared to be an Ria.P. Col
Catto and Capt Browne were taken boefory a Gorman Oberst who spoke to the
formor in English and asked hin how many Canadiung had buen put .ashoroc.
This quostion wus not answered. (The Oborst then anncuncsed that thore was
only one Gernun reginent bétween, TREPORT and VARDNGEVILLE. Since
neither of his prisoners nmade any corment the Cborst laughed shortly und
dismisscd them. Browne sald that he and his staff officers gave the im-
pression of being very pleased with the coursce of the operation.

The walking woundod and strugglers detuined at the scheool
were then marched down to thce Hotsl Dieu uwt DIEPPE. Here the Germuns
were busy ovacuating the last of their casualtics and all their woundzsd
were taken to RCUEN by arbulance. There was little equipment to dis-
tinguish - thia building us 2 hospitul and accordihg to Browne it appecared
to be a deserted convent. Freneh nuns 2nd & few Fraench eivilian women
worked hard in their endeavours tc malie our wounded more conmfortablo.
The German doctors after disposing of thelr own wounded: attendud to the
Canadians with what dressings ware left, agsisted by thrue Canadian nmedi-
cal officers, Capt C.T. Robertson und unuth :r Gapt from 11 Fd imbulance
and the }M,0. of the Issex Scottish. The Canudian M.0.'s did most of*ths
work although .it was uppurent that the Gernan M.0.'s were attempting to
perform their dutics conscicenticusly.

4t mbout 1809 hours the non-wounded wre marched off to an
abondoned factory at Rellengrevills cnd spent the night there. About 2
dozen officers and nen, anong waorn was Capt 3rowne, stared at the hos-
pital in the hépe that they could curry as nany of the  stretcher cgasss
who remuincd to the station. Thoey worlked unt 1 ubout 2300 hours when
they were in thelr” turn marched of f vo RLLLENGITVILLHE.
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In the nmorning of 20 hAug the Offieccers, a"ung whor wus Cupt
Runcie who subscquently escaped, were driven off to ENVERMEUX but Browns
stayed behind presuriably because he had given his tun;c the previous
night to a wounded scldier and was not identif'iabls as s«n Officer. Latx:
in the morning he in his turn wuas taken to ENVIKFIUX. Here thsy wers
guarded by Gorman Infantry with Schredsser machine pistols who werc very
correct 1n their bahﬂviuur towards the prisoners and in Browne's opinion
werce smart and well turned out. Late in the aftsrncdun the priscners
were loaded on to a train 1in - whileh ther proceeded to the Duleg at
VURNEUIL, apparentlya trunsit camp fur P'3.W,., arriving therg the follow-
ing morning. During the journsy Erowne noticed that immediate 1y bﬁhind
the engine was one empty car contalulng guurds, two curs loaded. with,'
Officers und another guard car and followinzg those trucks cuntainipgtxau
priscners. The guard cars were open sidsd. 'xr; train-miovéd. Slowly o'
the grades and after durk Browne notie=d on¢ nun gettl ng nway thr"ugh.‘
the trets beside the track. The train wus Jt_,tud and rmch. anuutin&_,u
ensucd but the man agppeared to mube good his escupe. In the tunnels the
guards used electric torches and the pussibillity of escaping here was
negligible.

On arrival at VERNEUIL un 21 aug the Offlicers were segreguted
and the French Canadiun Q.R.'s wer: separated from the remaining Canadian
and put in different buildings. Browne woao iwt*rrop;tud the following
day by a Gornan Intelligsnce Officer. In the cuse of Browne's interro-
gation and in that of nearly ull others thoe interrogutor insisted that
he be given the dato of sach priscnert!s birth claiming thaet this infor-
mation had to be given in uccordance with the Geneva Convention. This
information Browne refusced to give nor did he pive any other informaticn
than his name and rank. His interrcgaticn lasted for only & ninute when
the Tntelligence Officer realised thut it was usclasss attempting to
engage him in econversation. after comuuaring notes with other {fficers
it was found that all the interrogutors appeared to have buen to sither
Oxford or Canmbridge und adopted un attitude of great candour znd fricnd-
liness. No noticeable pressurc was put upon Officors to answer quustlons
at this stage. i

At VERNEUIL the Canadluns wure thorosughly searched on arrival
The seams of all clothing and tho linings of bots were carefully
examnined. Canadiun Officers whe attermptéd "to dispose of money arcund
their -huts before proceeding to the interrogation Tfound that they werc
not allowed to re-enter them untlil these t. . lLlud been seurched and wnen
they returned all valuables so concealed haed buoosn removed., It wus cb-
vious that the Gernans wanted Inglish ooheyry. '

During the time he wus at VERKIUIL, Browne said that the
prisoners were well trested in the camp and hltqcuvh rations wers ex-
tremely 'short, in his cpinicen the Germuns woere distributing as much us
they could spare. Lack of tobaceo was the worst deprivation and was
apparentlyy a result of design rathor than accident. after the rather
perfunctory interrogations of Cansadian Officers, German Officers would
saunter around in groups engaging them in conversation and offering
cigarettes.” The temptation to indulge "in conversation was very strong a:
& result but to Browne'!s knowledge ne infoermuation of any conseguence was
obtained. The Germun Officers were interowted 'in the fact thut no res-
pirators had been carried by Canadians ot DIFPPL and also in the fact
that Field Artillery personnesl haed boéen included. Browne advised his
companions to say in answer tc this guestlon that they were mersly cbser-
vers with the Infantry. Ssnior Canudiun Off'icers tautioned them sgalnst
talliing about the operation. 4 good deal of discussisn inevitebly took
place anmong thenselves in the hut and in Browne's opinion might have beer
cverheard by concealed mierophonus although no traece of thess was dis-
covered. During this period a sound truck belonging to the German Nbws
Lgency D.N.B. was introduced to the cump und strenucus efforta were made
to induce Canadians to broadcast., The announcoers spoks armmericon cnglisk
and apparently knew Canuda. In Browne's opinion, casual conversation in
the vicinity of this truck might well have beon rececorded by concealed
microphones and transrerred to dises inside The truck.
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_ During this ncr*od also # d_lib»ratu attempt was made by the
enemy through the ageney ‘of tho Vichy Red Cross to esuse i1l feeling be-
tw&en French Canadian Ps.w._anﬂ thu;r English-speaking comprades. Cigar-
ettes and large slabs of cnocolatu were distributed fresly to the French.
Cdnudians. A good ‘deal of these. were re-distributed by the French .
‘Canadians to other prisoners and the situation with all its implications
was explaincd ‘to their men by any Officer and ¥,C.0. who had the chance
to do sc¢.” Both Capt Browne ‘ard Li ;ut Masgon, howevsr, werc emphatic in
stating that a good deal of 11l fu:]lﬂg wis caused and that ‘had this pro-
cess of favouring the French-Cunudlsn priscpers to the exclusion of
others been continucd for two nore days it weuld -heve succsedsd in causing
an uproar in the camp. Furtiicr developmants wore forestalled by the
movement of thp Ps.V. Trom VERNSUIL towsrﬂ LuhmhﬂyOﬂ 25 Aug.

On this train Browne was in 2 c¢ phftﬁvnt coach. There .was
a guard at each end of the coach but no guurd In ary of the compartmunts,
There was ulso no light in any of il compartmenta. The train was hauled
by two locomotives but ‘for somc reascn, possibly dh- to $he imperfect
condition of the locomotives, nude heavy weathor on the grades. Occasion=-
ally one of the guards would patrol the corridor «nd look into the come-
partment. The atmosphére in the train was vory warm and not ceonducive to
alertness. Browne's chance . to escape came abt the tunnel at CHENNEVIERES-
SUR-MARNE &nd he tock it by junping turough the window on the sido of the
compartment away I'rom the corrider on to the nelghbouring track. ' The -
train at this point had slowed down sufficiuntly to make this practicablec.
Browne hid in an embrasure in tho wall of the tunnel until the train had
_passﬁd then blacked. his face with soot ana sturted to walk cautiously in
the opposite direction. 4 slow. freight train going in the same direction
provided cover for swifter movement «nd he run along beside it until hs
had gelmost gained the nmouth of the tunnel. st this tims he noticed
people with flash lights moving ubout scverul hundrad yards back and tak-
ing them for a French section gang ran along in the shadow of the tunnel
until he had reached the ‘concrste upron ut its mouth. -Hore he climbed the
north face of the embankment. to .the path above it and turned wust .until he
came to a ‘signboard which proeclaimed the neiphbourhocd ”Tnturdit" There
"appedred to be a machine gun post hore snd Browne went castward in the
opposite direction. 4ll the housus along the embankrment were lockaed up
and appeared to be-uninhabited. . f'ter rmalking scveral attempts to get in
the different houses, hg passad a man on the pathway te whom ‘he said "Bon
Soir", .and who turnsd gut to be Licut Masson of ths F.M.R. . '

The two Officers welked in an eastorly dircction until they
came to some workmen's qullings. noson knocked at the door and an-

nounced to the owvner who answured it thut thor were two Canadians from
DIEPPE. They ware taken in and ed nd the owner of the house then con-
sulted with his neighbour as to the ot course of actlion. Browne and

Masson were sent-to bed.

On the morning of Saturday 29 iug, thuy were given civilian
clothes and their uniforms and identity discs vere destroyed. During the
morning they could see from their boedroom window German sentrics prodding
the brush along the railway tracks with thelr bayonets and other German

. soldiers on motor cycles patrolling the roads. They wore taken by thelir
" protector to & large clump of bramble and told to hide there during the
day. After dusk he re-uppezrsd and tool: them off te the house of his
neighbour whers they were rrgWTJd with 2 lsrge dimner. Honey-hdd been
collected for them Tfrom his CUJtO”bPu by be proprietor of a local res-
taurant and through the good offiezs of this man znd & summer rusident of
CHAMPIGNY, who had an apartment in, ? BIS, thsy were taken by train to the
capital on 30 Aug. ' :

Browne and Masson stand in PLRIS until 10 Sept.. During this
time 1dentity papers and fresh civilian clothes wore obtained for them to-
gother with French demobilization papers. On Thursdsy, 10 3ep, they lsft
PARIS with a gulds for NWEVERS and from there went by taxi to the wvilluage
of MEAUCE Here they crossed the line of densreaticon into Unoccupied
FRANCE by swimming ‘across the River ALLIER, which was patrolled by Gurman
sentries, and fron there procesded to the Vlllﬂpd of SANCOINS. The road



il

at this point was controlled by the VICHY gendarmerie. Masson was taken
into the police post and his papers examined. by one of the agents.

Masson was described in his papers as an slsatian and unfortunately one
of the agents was from ALSACE himself. xfter trying lMasson with hAlsatian
argot his suspicions were definitely aroused when the latter falled to
respond satisfactorily. Browne was brought in and examined separately.
Browne was described on his papers as being deaf and consequeritly made
little or no reply to questions put to him. When it appeared that they
were making no headway with any of the agents, Masson announced that they
were Canadian Officers, appealed te the patrictism of the agents as
Frenchmen, and.offered them 100,000 frsncs to be forwarded on his return
to ENGLAND if they were allowed tc procecd. One of the agents said ho
would do his best and took them to a local hotel, telling them together
with the guide'to remain. there until called. The guide, whose papers

had not been called in question, was suspicious and urged them to move

- on. They walked all night towards ST. aMAND-MONTROND, but owing to the
bad condition of Browne's feet, who had buen walking barefoot rather

than wear the civilian shoes which had becn obtained in P4ARIS for him

and which' were too small, they were compelled te bourd & gas clectric
trolley about half way to ST. nlisND at ST. PIERRE in the morning. On

the traln they found themselves face to face with one of the agents who
had apprehended them at SaANCOIlS. The agent flourishasd a revolver at
them and after many reproaches succezded in convincing them that he would
handle the whole thing unofficially =nd see thut they got through to their
points of contact in the SOUTH OF FRaNCE.

4t the Gendarmerie in CHATEALUROUX they were interviewed by u
Colonel of the Etat Major and by various people deseribing themselves as
members of the Deuxiems Buresau, w=ll of whom assured them of thelr good
intentions and congratulated them upcn thoir cscupo. although they were
imprisoned in the cells in the Gendamacric, the attituds of their guards
was very friendly and they enjoyed good food and cigarettes. Their
false papers were taken from them and subssquently they were put on the
train to LYONS under escort and hundcuffed. In spite of these precau-
tions, Browne uand Masson relied on the promises thatl had been made to
them that they would be liberated at LYOWS. On 1b Sep-they were taken to
FORT DE LA DUCHERE and interned.

Vhile at FORT DE Li DUCHERE, Capt Browne typed his report on
the action on BLUE BEACH at DIEPPE. The completion of this report was
interrupted by the removal of Browne to the internment camp at CHAMBARAND.
The report was forwarded to the U.kh. in the Diplometic Bag by the ameri-
can Vice-Consul.

Capt Browne's first attempt to escape from FORT DE LA DUCEERE
was undertaken with Commander Prior, R.N. alsc 2 E.W. from DIEPPE. They
were both in the habit of taking a cold shower each morning. They
arranged with the camp barbser to have fatigue clothes left in the shower.
It was Browne's idea to change in the shower, plck up 4 mop and bucket
and attempt to walk out of the fort. When prepurations for escape had
been made the fatigue clothes were nol forthcoming and the ldea was
abandoned.

During the first week in October, Browne in company with other
internees was moved to CHAMBARAND. This was = modern and extremely well
guarded camp although many of the bulldings were not complete at that
time. It was equipped with scarchlights, machine gun towers and & squad-
ron of guard mobile were stationed there for the purpose of guarding the
interness. The second opyortunity for gscupe arose as a result of the
unfinished state of some of the caserncs in which the internees werc
quartsred. Five plasterers were at work in the camp. Browne obtained
civilian clothes from one of the plasterers and squipped with a laissesz
passer prepared by F.0. Hewitt of the R.s.F., walked out of the camp on
22 Oct. He had with him 70 franes and no identity papers. This lack of
preparetion was due to the plasterers having to lezve on the following
day.

From CHAMBARAND, Browne wulked to KuiMiNS. This time his boots
were too big and he again was compelled to wall bare foot. On reaching
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ROMAHS hs boarded the train for VAL”HCE with the 1ntantion of followimg
the canal from VALENCE to MARSEILLFS. At the station barrier at VALENCE
‘two gendarmes stopped him and asked for his papers. ‘These he was- nnable
ﬂb*preauéeland when taken to the Gendarmsria'he was oonfronted with a.
‘desoription of himaelf .wilich had already beon. clreulariseds, On the mqrn-
ing of 24 Oct dn Officer arrived from CHAMBARAND carrying & piatura of
Browne which had been taken at LYOYS for the ‘ostensible purpose of pros
viding identification for his parole. MHe was returned to GCHAMBARAND and
sentenced to 15 days solitary confinam&nt. This sentence was increased
to 30 days by the local General de Division but the increased sentence
‘was subsSequently remitted. On 27 Nov the VICHY authorities liberated
gsome internees to whom the threatened German occups tion would have proved
doubly dangerous on account of their connection with Intslligance mpbters
hut Browne was not one of thess., L

$22 Thg Italian krmy took over. the camp at. GH&HBABAND on.?vDae.
511 thn 4dnternees were gut in buses for transportapiop tq'ﬁﬂEﬁpﬁﬁE
There were 11 buses in the convoy, the Officers and, Sergeants. baiag pat
in a bus by themselves. There were two guards, in euch: bus, one-.at the
front door and one at the back,  Browne occuplied a seat next to the . guard
at the rear, The convoy started at about 1800 heurs.snd procceded well
closed up towards GRLONOBLE.. There were no rsgular halbs and this proved
very trying to the occupants of the buses. . One stop, howeven was made.
for the purpose of checking the vehleles and &n R.&.F, Officer wes
allowed to get out. He re-entered by the front door as the convoy was
starting up, followed by the two guards. Browne had discovered that
during this process the rear door had been incompletely locked on the
inside. e :

The convoy stopped again at MOIRANS. 'ine buses closc¢d up
with lights on.. Browne noticded on the right 4 dark stfuat and | Whgn tha
husas mQVEd ‘of T ana both guarda mountod by the front doér, e left b i
rear:" He 'rdn down 'the stroet, jumped over twe fonces and plunged inte-
river Which was fortunstely shallow although fast- ~-running.’ Hé Toft the
stredm after walking down it for some distance on thc samd ‘sidé as‘he had
entered it., 4n immedfatc search with torches ensued.  Browne Yested in
a hop row #@nd after about half ar hour crossed the river and circled’
around behind thé convoy through adjoining meadows. There he discoverad
the house of the engineer in charge of the loeal power station. This man
gave him. eXplicit directions for reaching GREIOBLE by rogd &ng gave Him
food and a good peir of socks. Browne héd been given an K.A.F. battle
dress by one of the Officers «t CHAMBARANDENG this be left with the en<
gineer after ‘detaching ‘a pair of home made wings which heé kept with him:
Unfortunately Browne took the wrong turning on leaving the house .and went
in the opposlte direction from GRENCBLE. At dawn he discovered another
farm house and enjoyed & great reception when he dlspla od the RA.F.
wirgs. The farmer obtained assistance from GRENOBLE &nd Browne arrived
there on 9 Dec. Here he obtaired ‘identity documents, money and ration’
tickets from a De Geullist and too} the train alone from GRENOBLE to
TOULOUSE on 11 Deec.

‘ . 'At TOUROUSE, Cspt Erowne¢ found that Germarn oqcupation of the
former unoccupied zone had impaired the efficlency of the organization to
wh;&h he had been referred and without so much as 'sperding a night in
that city he decided to proceed on foot to the Spanish Border. He left
TOULOUSE  at ‘0400 hours and took the road to PAMIERS, walking by day in
the fields and by night along the road. He was wearing & blue civiliean
sult obtained in GRENOBLE, of a pattern issued to demobilized members of
the French Alr Force. He rsceived casual assistance on the way in the
matter of dircetlons and passcd through CLSTANET, CALMONT, MAZERES and -
PAMIERS+ At PAMIERS & local plumber bought him 2 railwsy tieket t6 USSAT,
a viIlage in the Pyreneeés and once of the lust cormurniities of any conge- .
quence north of the border. While walkinz towards OLBIER he encountered,
by chanee, a party of young men coming home frorm a locsl celebration.
Browne offered them his wetch end clothes and the money in his poeket and
they agreed to show him the paths over the border into ANDORRA. He was
concealed in & room at (LBIER for one day as & rasult of information that
he had been spotted in the villags. On 18 Dec two of" the young men took
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him up to the PIQUE DE GABIE, showed him the general direction of the
pass or "porte" and left him at the snow line. The snow was here about
knee deep and there was considerable danger of losing direction and
walking back across the French border into France. At about dusk,
Browne reached the head of the pass. There was a high wind and it soon
became very dark. At 2200 hours the clouds cleared away and he dis-

. covered that he was in fact walking north. The cold was now intense and
by great good fortune he discovered the. camp of a dam construction pro-
Ject close by. A light was burning in one of ths huts but Browne
attempted to go to sleep in an empty hut after covering himself with
waste found upon the floor. Afraid of freezing to desth .ln .the night,
he findlly made for the light where, fortunately,. le discovered frisndly
engineers in occupation and was put to bed by the camp doctor. The noxt
day he- was taken to ANDORRA by two Spanish smugglsrse Word was taken to
.the British Consul in BARCELONA, after 9 days spent with the smugglers,
and, Brownhe was repatriated through Gibralter, arriving in ENGLAND on

the morning of 26 Jan 43.

16 may be said here that st the conclusion of his interrc-
gation, the British Officer conducting it stood up and with some
formality congratulated Captain Browne on & most successful and unusuzal

sscupe. .
LA

(S.HeS. Hughés) Captain
G:3.0.5 (MeI.)
Canadiun Mil.cary Headquarters
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SECRETT

MEMORANDTM OF INTERVIEW WITH
CAPTAIN F.H, CAMPBALL, CAMERONS OF C.,
AT CANADIAN HILITARY HEADQARTFRS,
LORDON, 19 lec 42

The Operatlion at DIFPPE, 10 Aug 42,

l. At the time of thils iInterview, Captain Campbell was
on the eve of returning to duty after recovering rrom wounds
recelved at DITPFE. During the LIEFPE opsration he was in
compand of "C" Company, Caaerons of (.

2. Cuptaln Canpbell read the memoranda preparsd concerning
Interviews with iMajor Law and Captain HFuncle, although he was
not shown the latter's comments on his own gallant conduct.

His lupressions are¢ not the same as those or Hajor Law and
Captaln NMuncie on all points. He differs with Major Law on the
mesal providsd for the troops at WEWHAVYN, which he thought not
bad, and he also states that, with respect to Major Law's
comment on the shingle on the besach at POURVILLE, this shingle
was not very different from that encountered in the exercises
preceding the operation. He also has a higher opinion of the
anti-tank rifle than #ajor Law. Captain (Campbell's 1lmpression
of tho detalls of eventa on the beach after disembarkation are
not in accordance with Captalin Funcle's at all points.

Se Captain Campbell mentioned the remarkable sight
presented by the POURVILLE area as the Camerons approached the
shore. Mich to their surprise, shells were bursting in the
water just offshore, and 1t was appurent that the =, “ask. H.
had not succeeded In opening up thelr brldgenead ln the manner
expected. -

4. Captaln Campbell romarked that it appears that those
purts of %the unit which landed west of the Rilver HCIE got across
the sea-wall with comparatively little trouble. At the point
where the wall crossed the river it formed a sharp angle
{(visible on the 1:12,500 map) which had the effect of shielding
men west of the rilver from flre from the high ground ecast of
POURVILLE. Cuptain Campbell's bellief 1s that most of "C"
Company and part of "B" Compeany - probubly Cuptaln Thompson and
two platoons -~ landed west of the river. 7Two boutloads of "C"
Company men landed emst of the river. These carrled Company
Headquarters (including Cuptaln Campbell himselif), one section,
and & few other personnel. This 1s the explanation of how Captaln
Campbell becanme separated from his Company.

Be The jroup of men who crossed the rilver from the cast
and went lnto POURVILLE ap the west bank of the ACIE with
Captains Cumpbell and Runcle gmounted to about thirty all ranks,

6. Captain Campbell descrlbed the sltuation in the
viclnlty of the bridge In POURVILLE as it existed during the
morning. He ugrees with Cuptaln Runcle's lmpresslion that 1t
was before the arrival of the Cumerons that Lt.-Col, Herritt
led sucoessive partles of hils own unit across this bridge under
fire. Captain Campbell states that some of the command
positions to the eastward, overlooking the bridge, were never
cleared. He belleves thut the pill-box shown on the 1:12,500
Intelligence map at 200682 was never cleared. The plll-box
at 19868C was cleared, but may later have been re-occupied by
the enemy. The furthest east that Captaln Campbell himself
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penetrated was the group of houses at 197680. Imemy mortars

on the ridge to the eastward, in the area somewhere about 203680,
were never silenced. Captein Campbell remarked that the
situation around FOURVILLF wae really one which required
artillery %o clear 1t up.

7. Captaln Campbell described conditions during the
re-embarkacion. He himself had been hit in the face soon after
landing. When re-embarkation began he helped curry & stretcher
¢case down the beach to an L.C.A. This L.C.A. stuck on the beach,
owlng to tide condltions not being right for re-embarkation, and
Captaln Campbell helped to push it off, While thus engaged he
was again hit in both legs. !a managed to get aboard the L.C.A.,
but after leaving the beach it sank, possibly because it had not
been possible to get the ramp up. Another offlcer inflated
Captain Campbell’'s life-belt for him, end snother L.C.A. took
off some of the casualtles but could not ind room for Cuptain
Campbell. f#He swaem back to the other craft, which was still
floating, and with other men sat on 1t until 1t turned over;

they then sat on the bottom of it until they were taken off by
an L.C.A. of another wave which subsequently arrived,

(C.P. “tacey) Major,
Historlical Offlcer,
Canedian dllitary Headquarteire.




HTCMORANDUYM OF INTERVIEW WITH
A-21509 PRIVATE MAIFR, J., D.C.M.,
TSSEX SCOTTISH, AT
CARADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS,
29 Dec 42,

Subject: The Operation at DIFPPE, 19 Aug 42,

1, Pte. Maler served at DITPPE as an anti~tank rifleman
with Headquarters of No.l2 Platoon, "B" Company, issex Scottish.
No. 12 Platoon was commanded by Lieut. A,/. Hueston, and "B"
Company by A/Major D.A., Deziel. Pte. Maler 1s an experienced
anti-tank rifleman, having served as such for a year and a half
before the DIFPPE action,

2. "B" Company crossed the Channel on two tank landing
craft, Pte. Maler was on L.C.T.4. This craft touched down
opposlite the Tobacco Factory, and the three tanks and one scout
car which it carrled in addition to the troops were then landed,
The ascout car was pulled off in flames, the stern portion of the
L.C.T. having caught fire as the result of being hit. The L.C.T.
pulled back offshore, apparently out of control, but a few
‘minutes later it went in again, close to the point where it had
first touched down, and the troops then got safely ashore. About
ten men had previously trled to reach the shore by swimming, but
only about five succeeded in doing so, L.C.T. 4 was subsequently
destroyed by fire on the beach,

Se All three of the tanks landed by L.C.T.4 had been
stopped on the beach. The tank named "Burns" had orossed the
first line of barbed wire before it had a track broken by enemy
fire, and thils opened & path through the wire for the troops,

At thils point there were only two wire obstacles; one on the
'spleanade wall or sea-wall, this wire being in Pte, Maler's
opinion ebout 6 feet high and 6«10 feet deep, and another (that
which the tank had crossed) about 10 or 15 yards in {ront of the
wlll.

4, The beach at thils point rose fairly steeply from the
water's edge into a ridge close-to the wall, Between this ridge
and the wall there was a depression forming a sort of trench
along the wall, At the point where Pte, lMaler found himselfl,
near the Tobacco Factory and a trifle west of it, the wall was
Just high enough to eneble him to fire over i1t, and being a tall
man he estimates 1ts helight at about 5 feet ® inches,

5, © Pte. Maler ran up to the wall with A-54889, Sgt. A.E.
Arthur, his Platoon Sergeant. Whlle doing so Sgt. Arthur was
wounded in the leg and arm. The Platoon took cover along the
sea=-wall. Another soldler called Pte, Muler's attention to a
sniper in a tower in line with the wall to the right, which can
only have been the tower of the Casino. Pte, Maler flred three
rounds at this sniper with his anti-tank rifle and silenced hilm,

6. On the instructions of Lieut. W,H. Scott, the men now
began taking turns in meintalining watch across the sea-wall, each
man doing a five-minute tour, Thls was in part with the 1dea of
conserving ammunition, During one of his five-mlnute tours,

Pte. Maler fired with a Bren gun at a sniper on the roof of one
of the bulldings facing the beach, but is not qertein whether he
hit him. Subsequently he fired with the anti-tank rifle at




=Qew

another sniper in the tower of the Casino, lower down than the
one whom he had previously silenced. This man he also silenced,

7. After this time, Pte. lMaler describes the situation as
"quiet", except for constant mortar fire. About 0800 to 0900
hours, a machine-gun, apparently belt-fed, began firing upon the
beach from the Casino tower. Pte. Maler rirod five rounds at it
with the anti-tank rifle, The machine-gun ceased fire after the
first shot, and there was no further firing from this position,

8. During this time, while the men of the Issex Scottish
were sheltering behind the sea-wall, four tanks were "patrolling"
up and down the Boulevard Marechal Foch immedliately above, and
firing on the enemy positions. Lieut. Scott, who had been
wounded, stood up and cheered these tanks as they passed, and it
was hoped that they might be able to clear & way for the advance
of the troops, but. they were unable to do so,

8. Pte. Malier saw nobody actually cross the sea-wall, nor
did he sees any attempt to organlze an attack across 1t. Any such
attempt would, he states, have been sulclidal. The most that
could be done was to organize the wall as a sort of fire-trench,

10, There were some attacks by CGerman sircraft on the beach,
but all were at the ends of the beach, and none reached the

sector where Pte, Maler was. Not many British aircraft were seen
above the beach, and at the tlme of the landing no Britlish
alreraft were seen attacking the town., Thils is undoubtedly due
to the Tfact that the L.C.T's were late in touching down.

11. Pte. Maler states that smoke was already rising from the
Tobacco Factory at the time when he landed, and that it was 1n
flames soon afterwards,

12. « + The continuous mortar rire constantly Inflicted further
casualtles. The Bren gummer with Pte. Maler's party was killed
by mortar bomb splinters, Lleut. Scott was again hit, and A=-21455,
S8gt. Ross, W,J., was also wounded. About one and a half to twe
hours before the evacuatlion, Pte, Maler himself was wounded by a
mortar bomb while leaning against the wall,

13, When the order for evacuatlon came, A-21769, Pte,
Tousignant, W., although only slightly wounded, stayed behind with
Lieut. Scott and Sgt, Ross. Lieut. Scott told Pte, laler to make
for the beach. The tlde was out, and the water's edge was perhaps
100 yards from the wall. An L.C.T. was aground north:east of the
Casino, with a crowd of soldlers sheltering behind it, The L.C.A'
came In, but touched down on the Caslno side of this L.C.T.,

where there was heavy fire and no smoke cover, Pte. Waler was
unable to reach an L.C.A. without asaslstance, but Cpl. Donaldson
and an English sailor helped him and he got Into one of the craft.
A=22728, Pte. Ostopovick, C,C., of "D" Company, although himself
wounded, saved the lives of many men 1n this L.C.A., by holding

up the ramp of the boat unsided, and thereby shilelding those
inside from enemy machine-gun fire whille the craft slowly backed
away from the shore,

14, Pte. Maler was subsequently trensferred to a flak =hip
on which he returned to IIngland. He has only recently been
discharged from hospital, and has a plece of "shrapnel" still in
him. He states that the story included in the ciltation for his
D.CeMs, to the effect that he fainted from loas of blood, was
belleved to be dead, and was thrown overboard and subsequently
plcked up by another boest, 1s not true. He belleves that some
of his friends saw this hnppnn to another man whom they mistook
for him,
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15. Pte. Maler states that the mortar fire to which the
ssex “cottish were subjected on the beach appeared to come
chlefly from south of DIFPPE. He states that the enemy machlne~
guns were extremely diffilcult to locate, as were also the enemy
snipers.

16. The 2-inch mortar proved useless, in his oplinion, except
for smoke. About four H.T. rounds were flired with one of these
weapons &t the bulldings in the Boulevard de Verdun, without
producing any visible effect. The anti-tank rifle is useful for
dealing with snlpers and machine-gun nestsa behind light cover.

17, The tanks continued firing after they had been
lmanobllized by thelr tracks being broken. They remalned in actlion
in spite of hits by heavy shells, some Of which left them rocklng.
Such hits sometimes ceused & tank to cease flire temporarily, but
fire was subsequently resumed. Pte. Maler states that aome tanks
were 8till in motion at the time of evacuation.

18. Pte. Maler read this memorandum in draft on 31 Dec 42
and sccepted it as accurate.

(C.P. “tacey) Major,
Historical Officer,
31 Dec 42 Canadlan 7ilitary Headquarters.
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SECRET

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVINW WITH
LIFUT., A.A. MASSON
LES FUSILIERS MONT-ROYAL
AT CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS, LONDON
30 JAN 45

The Operation at DIEPPE, 19 Aug 42,

1. Lieut. Hasson was second in command of "C" Coy,
Fus.¥.R., on the day of the DIEPPE operation. He had not

. been with the unit during the training in the ISLE OF WIGHT,

and had rejoined it (after Fxercise "DRYSHOD") Jjust before
the operation,

2. The Fus.M.R. salled from SHORFHAM in L.c.P.(L)..

Mr. Masson was on R.24. This craft, he states, was 1ll-
provided with smoke-making apparatus, only eight smoke canisters
being on board,

Se The cross-Channel passage was uneventful. About
0300 hrs an airoraft, which Mr. Masson thought might have been
German, flew low over the L.C.P. group carrying the Fus.M.R.
After arriving off DIFPPE, the group remained for scme time in
the Boat Pool. Subaequontlz Mr. Masson received orders from
Capt. Hainault, commanding "C" Coy, by loud hailer. The first
message was to the effect that the unit was to land at 0635
hrs; and that another message was to come shortly. When thls
came 1t was to the effect that the unit's objJective had been
changed. The original plan had been for the Fus.,M.l. to
conocentrate in the PARC JEHAN ANGO for 1its role of covering
the withdrawal., The orders now issued made the Tobacco Factory
the unit's first objective. At this time the Tobacco Factory
was already burning flercely. In addition to notifying Nr,
Masson of the objective, Capt. Halnault instructed him to set
up an ammunition dump on the beach after landing,

4. The L.C.P.(L)s approached the beach in single line,
"A" Coy was to Mr. Masson's right and the H.Q, group to his
left. He thinks that "D" Coy was further to the right, beyond
"A", and "B" to his left; but he is not entirely certain of
the order,

Se Moving inshore the boats passed through two lines of
smoke, but for some distance from the shore there was no smoke
whatever, and here they came under heavy and accurate fire,

Mr. Masson thinks elither from mortars or howitzers. He belleves
that it came mainly from the east clirf. He definitely saw
R.23, the boat immedlately to his left, hit and sunk, and saw
other craft struck. His own craft was not hit, though there
were many near misses, Mr, Masson placed one of his Bren guns
on either side of the craft, and they fired on the enemy
positions on the cliffs before landing,

6. On approaching the shore the L.C.P. group moved to

the right, 1.e., to the westward, Kr. Masson belleves on account
of the heavy fire from the east cliff. The consequence was

that a considerable portlion of the unit was landed on the narrow
strip of beach under the cliffs west of the Casino,
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7 R.24 touched down at about 215688, well to the

west of the Caslino. There was heavy musketry fire here, and
Mr. Masson's sergeant was hit, as were also the naval offlicer
in charge of the boat and one of hils crew. The boat itself
was struck by a bomb and Mr, Masson thinks 1t did not withdraw
from the beach. The tlde was out and the beach was therefore
wider than it would otherwise have been. It was irregular in
contour and provided some dead ground for cover; this, Mr,
Masson suggests, 1s the explanation of the fact that, although
the fire was very heavy indeed, there were comparatively few
casualties,

8. Mr. Masson could see the unit H.Q. group (recognizable
by its wireless sets) on the beach east of the Casino, at

about 227690, There were no men of -the unit between his own
position and the L.C.T. which was burning on the beach near the
Cesino, though there were some men around this L.C.T.

2, The enemy were dropping grenades from the top of the
high cliff overlooking the beach. Many of these exploded

- harmlessly in the air before reaching the beach. Ilr. lMasson's
party had 3-in mortar ammunition, but no mortar.  They returned
the enemy's fire with two Bren guns, one of which jammed after
& time. These guns used tracer ammunition, which drew fire
from the enemy,

10. Mr. Masson states that hls men seemed extremely
bewildered by the turn events had taken,

11, Mr. Masson is not certain whether there were one or
two companies of the unit on the beach to his right; but Capt,
Marchand, commanding "A" Coy, was on the beach here, close

under the c¢liff, with Lieut. Allard with him, and apparently
more than one No. 18 wireless set. Mr, Masson sent a runner to
" contact Cept. Harchand, but this man did not return. Mr, Masson
received no orders after landing. Capt. Hainault had been badly
wounded (subsequently suffering the amputation of an arm) and
did not land,

18, Mr, Masson, who was still on the beach, was now
joined by Lieut. J.H. Roy. The latter offilicer subsequently ran
in to the foot of the cliff. Mr, Masson called for smoke
canisters, but only two could be obtained, He threw one "to
see whether the enemy would fire at the smoke"”. The smoke drew
no fire, and he then threw the other to cover an advance in the
direction of the Casino, This canister, however, did not
ignite. At this point Mr. Masson was struck on the right knee
by a shrapnel fragment,

13. Mr. Masson now crawled and rolled forward and reached
the sea-wall west of the Casino in the vicinity of 222686. He
called for wire-cutters. A Pte. Rochon had a pair, but when

he looked over the wall with the 1dea of clearing the wire on
top of 1t he became a target for fire and was struck on his
helmet. The men in the vicinity of Mr, Masson had no ladders
or other means of crossing the wall,

14, While Mr. Masson was preparing to make an attempt to
eroas the wall, after giving orders to his men to follow him,
Capt. Marchand and a group of Fus.M.R. men appeared from the
west with their hands up, followed by a German officer and

some Cerman soldiers with a machine-gun. REvidently the Germans
had come down to the beach by some track to the weat of the
point where the Fus.M.R. men had landed. Capt. Warchand told
Mr. Masson that further resistance was impossible, and he and
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the men with him then surrendered. The time was now between
1030 and 1045 hrs. At this point Mr. Masson could see none of
our troops on the beach to the eastward, but simultaneously a
small group of Germans appeared on the beach east of the Casino.
He saw no L.C.As. on the beach at any time carrying out
evacuation. Some L.C.Ps. were seen but did not beach.

15. Mr. Masson is not quite certain of the number of men
of the Fus.¥.R. captured under the cliff. His first estimate
wvas 150, After further consideration he decided that 100 would
probably be a more accurate figure, but subsequently fixed upon
20¢, this figure being based upon his recollection of the number
of men fallen in on the cliff-top after they had been marched
away from the beach,

186, The prisoners were marched west on the beach and taken
to the top of the cliff by a steep track at the break in the
cliffs at 215685. Nr. Masson's impression is that the Germans
had reached the beach by a track still further to the west,

17. On 1 Feb 43 ¥r. Masson read this memorandum in draft
and after making a number of emendations accepted it as accurate,

(C.P. Stacey) Major,
Historical Officer,
Canadlan Nilitary Headquarters.

10 Feb 43.
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MOST SECRET

MEMORANDUM ON CAPTURE AT DIEPPE AVND SUBSEQUENT ESCAPE OF
LIEUT ANTHONY AUGUSTE MASSON - FUSILIERS MONT ROYAL.

Lieut Masson acted as 2 i/c, "D" Coy of the F.M.R. which
landed at 0700 hrs on WHITE BEACH on 19 sug 42, After enduring for some
time, with his men, the heavy cross-f'ire on the beach and while German
troops threw grenades from the top of the clifi's, Lieut Masson and the
men with him surrendered at 1030 hours on the order of Capt MNerchand.
German soldlers’ dasscended the cliffs and ordercd their prisoners up the
cliff ‘path. . At one stage of ths ascent they hid to be pulled up the -eliff
face by rupes. Here they were ordercd %o p.le arms, ammunition snd kniveas.
- There was an A.a. Battsrv on the cliff top atill firing with what appsar-
ed. §0 be’a HeQ. nearby. In Masson's perty there were filve Officers and
150 Other Ranks.

From this point Masson wee ualen dewn to the hospital in
Dieppe where &t about 1300 hours hu met remnants of the F.M.R. and S.5.R.
and saw German casualties coming In to e altended te. Canadian walkinge
‘wounded were lined up in the grounds of the hospital and French nurses
gave them water but were not allowed to apeuk to them, llasson was under
the impression that the Geéermans expuetad th. lLospital to be bombed by ths
R.4.F. and wers prepared to evacuwive. THe said that the individual German
soldiers appeared to be anxious te Lo tak:n pgrisoncr rather than con-

tinue fighting, and that his o.n mun were suniious to carry on witi the
fight. Some Germans said jokingly tlhat ihe position would pessibly be
reversed at any moment. From the Heotol Dicv, Lasson was taken with other
Ps.VWi. to ENVERMEUX wherce thu Officuei's wers sopregated. Hure he met

Officers of & Commando who said thet 22 out of 26 of their landing craft
hud besn blown up. it ENVERIEUL, Musson saw Gurman alpine, Jiger and
Luftwaffe troops. The Officers vuere couf'iced in thoe' churen and slopt
that night on straw., One loafl of broad wes irsusc Lo eqch but no watar.
Next morning they bresskfusted on soup. 1% was upparent nowever thaot
these rations were similar to those lssucd o Gorman troops at that time.
That morning (20. Aug 42) Masson wag tuken vwith bBhe other Officur Ps.W.

to the train under hoavy guard. Ho estimat d thut about 80 men were put
into each horse truck. He countud 37 cirs on tre train znd was put with
the other Officers in what sppesrsé .o Le o third-class coach. MNo
rations were 1lssued for the truin jourrncr. Iebween svery two coeches

Masson noticed two guards with michine guns ang & gnard couck &t cvach’end
of the train. On the journey to VIRUNEUILs Friench psasants in the fields
threw sugar beets into the trucks, wuved arc mada "V" signs. Near ROUEN,
Cormen sentries were stationsd svery o0 yorcs guarding thez tracks. De-
trainment at VERNEUIL took place on &1 ‘u& £nd the prisoners were marchod

off to the camp 2 kiloms from thc town.

At VERNEUIL the Officers w rc segrepated in two groups.
Masson was interrogated by Cermuns who had bouon flown from Gormsny for’
the occasion - S.3. Intelligencs and civilians from the German Foreign
Office:. On one occasion when Musson was valking w«erossafield inside the
perimeter of the camp, hu was stoppesd by & tell, grey man and engaged in
conversation. This man introducea himself us Dr. Paul Schmidt, principal
foreign office spokesman und personal interroguator to Adolf Hitler.
Masson stated that he recognized Sclvaidt from pictures he had seen and
was confident that the mun was what he pretonded to be. A conversation
began about Canada &nd turncd towards the subjeet of lazism., Hasson
complained to Schmidt of the Cerm:n zrcntr-ent of the I'oles, Schmidt
replied that Nazism and Christiunity could not bo reconclilsd. He sald
further that STALINGRAD would be taken in twio weoks .time, thoe likelihood
of which Masson dénied. Musson askeé Schmidt whether he listened to the
British broadcast and the latter replied thit he listencd to the E.B.C.
every morning at 8 6'cloek. Musson then seid past he would escape and
some d4y would answer Dr., Schmidt's wrgumonts on the radlo, Schmidt said
that thes Canadians had becn expected at NINFPE ana insinuated that the
British had let them down. He went on to s+, smongst other things; that
Hitler was his own strategist. liasson roiterated his intention to angwer
these arguments on the radioe Ths whole convursation, zccording to
Masson, lasted for threec-guarters of un hour trd he reported ths substance
-of it to Brigadier Southam =znd told him i ul he intended to try to cscape.
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It was at this time that Brigazdier Southam asked him to convey & message,
if he did escape, asking for 126 service dress. This message Masson sub-
sequently transmitted to the fmericuan Vics-CLonsul at Fort de 1ls Duchere
and he understood that it was of some particular significance.

Throughout the period spent at VERNIUIL, Masson said that the
German Officers were very fricndly, coming round in groups to the
Officer Ps.W, after meals, offering clgurcttes and suggesting that Cane-
dian Officers broadcast home. He mentioned the attempt of the Vichy Red
Cross to create ill-fecling betwoen French-Canadiun Ps.W. and their
English-speaking comrades, by the c¢xelusive distribution amongst the
forfer of cigarettes, chocolate birs and sardines and sgreec with Capt .,
Browne that this attempt might have bgun successful had it been prolonghd.
Masson stated that throughout, the prisoners ruceived inferior rntiona
to the German troops stationed at the camp.

. ' L;¥

On 28 Aug the Cznadian Ps.W. were moved from VERNEUIL by train
towards Germany. Masson took advantage of the slow spesed of the train in
the tunnel ut: CHEFﬂEVIEPT3—sur—H'R*F. The atmosphere of the compartment
in which he was riding was stifling -nd Musson went out into the corridor,
offered the CGerman guard a cigarette 2nd complained of the alry By this
means he obtained permission to stind noar the door. ALfter qupking a
few words to & major of 1 Cdn army Tk Ede Sigs (Major Holfud£h jumped
through the window. Unfortunatuly Masson had chosen the npe de of the
tunnel and was knocked temporarily unconscious by striking the back of
his head against the tunnsl wall. This accident, coupled with 4 shrapnel
wound sustained in his right leg at DIEFFE, made progresg in the tunnel
difficult. After ths train had passed, ilasson saw four msn, wvhom he
believed to be Canadian Officers walking in the opposite direction. "He
saw the flash of a light and heard them challenged in French after which
they wsre takenm away. Masson waited for-a truin travelling in the
opposite direction from the one he¢ had smbandoned a&and when it came ran
beside it to the end of the tunncl, climbed up the concrete apron at the
tunnel mouth and reached the path above it, Hore he discovered a notice
warning trespassers that they ran the rislk of being shot if found in thsat
area, “so he changed direction and welked 1w4v from its n=ighbourhood.
Shortly after this Masson passed & man who'said "Bon soir" in ¢ peculiar
accent. Looking back over his shoulder, he POthbQ that thls man was 1in
battle~dress und &after furtihcr converasction dlscoversd that it was Capt
G.4. Browne, R.C.4i.

The two Officers wilked in &n easterly direction until they
came to some workmens' dwellings. wsson knockzd a2t the door 2nd announ-
ced to the owner who answered it thut they wuere two Cznadlians from DIEFPPE.
They were taken in and fed and the ownoer of the house then consulted with
his neighbour as to the best courss of action. Brownes and Masson were
sent to bed.

On the morning of Saturday 29 sug they were given eivilian
clothes and their uniforms and identity discs were destrdyed. During thes
morning they could see from their bedroom window German sentrigs prodding
the brush along the railway tracis with their bayonsts and othor CGerman
soldiers on motor cycles oatrolllnf the rozds. ' They were te.jk,ﬂ'-!bg their
protector to a large clump of bramble and told to hlde thers during the
day. After dusk he reeppeared and tuck them off to the house of his
neighbour where they werc regazled with a large dinner. HMoney had besn
collected for them from his customers by the proprictor of a local
restaurant and through the good offices of this man z=nd a summer resident
of CHAMPIGNY who had un apartment in PARIS they werc taken by trzin to
the capital on 30 sug.

Browne and Masson stayed in PeRIS until 10 Sep. During this
timo, iduntity papers and fresh civilien clothes were obtained for them
together with French demobilization papors. On Thursday, 10 Sep, they
left PARIS with a guide for INEVERS and from thore went by taxi to the
village of MBEAUCE. Hoere they crossuc the line of demarcation into Un-
occupied FRAICE by swimming across th. th;r +LLIER and from there pro-
ceeded to the village of SANCCINS., The rosd 't this point was controlled
by the VICHY gendarmeric. Masson was tL.UL into the police post and his
-papers examined by one of the agents. Wesson was described in his papers
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as an Alsatian and unfortunately one of the &sgents was from ALSACE him-
self. After trying Masson with Alsuatian argot his suspicions were de-
finitely aroused when the latter failed to respond satisfactorily.: ;
Browne was brought in and examined separately. PBrowne was describasd on
his papers as being ‘deaf and consequently made little-or no reply to
questions put to him. When it appeared that they were making no hezsdway
with any 'of the agents, Masson announced that they were Canadian 0ffi-
cers, dppealed to the patriotism of the sgents as Frenchmen, and offered
them 100,000 francs to be forwarded on his return to ENGLAND if they were
allowed to proceed. One of the agents said he would do his best and took
them to &g local hotel telling them, together with the guide, to remain
there until called. The guide, whose papers had not been called in'!
question, was suspicious and urged them to move on. ' They walked all
night towards ST. AMAND-MONTROND, .but owing to the bad condition of
Browne's feet, who had been wallking barc¢foot rather than wesr tihie civil-
. lan shoes which had becn obtaincd in PLRI3 for him and which were too
smell, they were compelled to board & gas clectric trolley about halfway
to ST, AMAID &t ST. PIERRE in the morning. . On the train they found them-
selves face to face with one of the agents .who had aoprehended them-at
SANCOINS. ‘The agent flourished = revolwer ut them .and after many reo-
proaches succeeded in convincing them that he would khandle the whole
thing unofficiually and see that they got “arcugh to their points of con-
tact in the SOUTH OF FRANCE. '

At the Gendarmerie in CHATEAUROUX they were Interviewed by a
Colonel of the ntat lajor znd by various people describing themselves as
members eof the Deuzieme Rurcau, all of whom assurcd them of their good
intentions and congratulated them uwpon their wscape. Although they wors
imprisconed in the cells in the Gendarmerie, the attitude of their guards
was very friendly and they enjoyed good fnod and cigarettes., Thulr false
papers were taken from them and subsequently they wesre put on the train
to LYONS under sscort 4nd handcufféd. 1In spite of these precautions,”
Browne and Masson relied on ths promises thut had been made to thim that
they would be liberated at TLYONS. On 15 Sow they were taken td FORT DE
LK DUCHERE &and interned. '

4t FORT DE L& DUCHERE Masson typed <nd wrote in longhand a
report on what he had seen at DISP'E 4nd gubscquently this was truns-
mitted to the U.K. with thuat of Cap®# ¥ rownc !'; the Lmérican Vice-Consul
at LYONS. Here hHe made ‘his firsl.attempt to escaps. The intsruses in
the Fort were permitted-to play football ¢nd busket bell in the moat.
This they did &t .a point whare the moat follow:d the corner of the for-
tifications and where it was possible to obtain some measurs of Iresdom
from observation. Masson cultivated the hebit of sitting on &« stone
during the period of exercise and svery day he moved the stone & little
further around the corner of the moat from wher . th: guards were accus-
tomed to stand. In conjunction with Commender FPrior, R.N. he arranged
for & group of iInterness to engage in conversation the Vichy gymnesium
instructor who supervised exerclsev =t the close of the recreation period.
At the appointed time, about 1930 hours., everyone moved around the
corner towards the exit, léaving Masson sitting on his stone. When they
were out of sight Masson dashed towards a path located by Comnander Prion
ran up the outer bank of the moat &nd took cover under 2 bush. The alarm
was raised immediatcly and Musson was discovered by a guard who noticed
his foot protruding from the bush. .

: Another escape wss planncd with Commander Prior 'and & R.ALF.
officer after Masson emerged I'rom 156 duys solitary confinemont. This
involved the construction of & tunnel through the moet and it was almost
completed when the internces were moved ta CHAMBARANT in edrly October.

At CHLMBARAND, Masson and Commandcr Prior made  another -
attempt to escape concsaled in = Qung caert. For this purpose they ob-
tained lengths .of pipe for breathing and induced an orderly to loosen
the wheel of the usual ‘cart, which was too small to sccommodate them in
order that the camp staff would be conmpelled te use & larger cart. Un-
fortunately for Masson and Prior, the larger curt did net materialise and
the smaller one was in dué course repaired. During the time spent 2t
CHAMBARALD, Lieut Masson wrote a letter 2t Ccumander Prior's beliest to
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the CHEF dA'ETAT MAJOR in GRENOBLE appuallnt to his sense of justice and
patriotism and asking for releasec.

The opportunity for escape came as & result of the intended '
occupation of the Unoccupied Zone by the Axis powers. lMasson's prosppct
of being unofficially released was incrsased by the appearance of a
clipping in the Montreal Daily Star describing him as an Intelligsnce
Officer and forwarded to him by post. Those selected for "escape'!", among
whom were Masson and Commander Prior, wsre asked to give their word that
no mention of ‘collusion on the part of the authoritics at CHAMBARAND
would be made and on 27 Nov they were assisted by a gqud to escape.
Masson and Prior went by train to GRENOBLE where they were put in touch'’
with an organisation: From here they were conducted into SPLIN via 3“*%
PERPIGNAN on 2 Dec and on the way thxotgu, Masson witnessed the strong ™"
~emotion engendered by the demobilisation of units of the French Army
following the German occupation of Vichy territory. French communities
a&long the Spanish border were already full of German army and Luftwaffe
troops. Shortly after entering Spaln, [Jasson was arrested by Spanish
frontier guards and imprisoned.at FIGUER4S. After transfer to the in-
ternment camp at MIRLNDA, he was finally released when representetions
had been made by the British Embassy und repatriated to ENGLaND, sasrriving
26 Jan 43.

—_ - - =

N.B.

It may be noted that after the escape from CHAMBARAND,
Commander Prlor was in & very precarious state of health and he has’
testified in glowing terms to the resourcefulness and assistance of
Lieut Masson throughout the subsequent period of e¢scuape into SP4IN. The
British Ambassador in MADRID, Sir Samuecl Hoare, was particularly inter-
ested in Masson's account of his interview with Paul Schmidt and wrote
personally to the High Commissioner for Canada on this subject.

s

(S.H.S5. Hughles) Captain
G’oS.O-S (ﬁl.Il)
Canadian Militery Headquarters



FAPERTIENG] DURING Til RAID UN [ IGFPE,
19 Aag 42,
WD PRELINIMARY THRAIHINOG.

iy Lieuts F. ROYAL, 4 Cdn fiecce Text (4 P.L.D.G.),
Photographic OfTlcer, CeteHele

1. On Jaturday, June 6th, I left C.d.lle&s In couwpany
with N0'S JNRO, “ar Gorrespondent for Canadien iresas and
Corporal ALAN GRAYOIOH of the Canediun Army ilm Unlt for
SGUTIIAYTTOR. That mornlng we boarded a lerry for thue ISLE OF
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I « Un our arrival at the 1sland I reported to Major Feter
RIGHT who 18 1.5.0.2., 2nd Canadlan Divislion. Later that day I
met Lb.=Col. HANN, G.l., who explained in detall the type of
training the division was doing at that time. Facllities for
covering the training were extended to me and for the next
five weeks we llved with the troops. Vlsitlng varlous units I
found that reat stress was placed on assault landings, demoll-
tions, tank landlngs, street fignting, clifl scaling and general
nardening exercilses.

Le n June llth troops of the 2nd Canadlan Division
embarked on vurlous comblned opuraulon aﬂipﬂ {for the first 1&r€e
scale invaslon practice. The embarkaetion commenced at approx-

imately 0700 hours and wus completed by approximately 1500 hours.
All personnel, tanks and equipment were placed on the various
ships. The convoy moved off at ap,roximately 1707 hours and
sailed down the coast. 7Thls exercise which was named "YUrON 1"
took nlace on & suctlion of the coaat in Darset known as WEST BAY.
The Pirst assault landlpg was carried out by the l.Helele &t

4 a,m, They qulckly overcame the Lurted wlre o stacles on the
teach and nhesadoad inlsnd, They were followed by the [irst sasault
of tunks, The tanks were held up on the beach as the englneers
had not cospleted thelir dsamolition charges on the tank obstaucles
but shortly ufter gaps were blown and the tunks then moved lnland
a8 well, [‘ubsequent landings were carried out and very rapldly
the ground defences were tuken over by our troops. The evacua=-
tlon comnenced at 12 hours and all troops Including egulpment

were emburked agslin by 1507 hours. Ueneral "eRiUCETON, Vice
Admliral Lord LOTI GHITTRATITR of Combined (perations and (General
'FILRAR witnessed this exerclilse. The iroopa returned to the Jsle

of “ight the followlng morning and normul tralnlng was agslin
resumed,

Se n Tuesday, June £5rd, the same exerclise was again
staged at ""I9T BAY. This was known &s "YUKON 2". In this
exorcise the speed of deployment of the [lrst usssull waves
caught the pround defences by surprlise and ;111 boxes three inlles
inland winlch were to be manned by llome Juards were Laken over by
the troops Lefore the guerds could wmoblllse Into actlon. The
evacuation commenced at 133 hours and waa completed by 1500
hours,

4. in the afternoon of .une 27th (eneral HUBERTS, G.Qdle,
2nd Canadian Division cvalled a meeting of all offlcers of the
Division, I was present at thls gathering. !ils opening words
were: "ve have walted over two years to ;o Into battle agsalinst
the Jdermans. *ime has now come when we are golng in". He (nup
outlined the plan of operation for the DINPPE rald. From that

day on officers of the various units were brlefed In the role
and on July 2nd the embarkatlon of troops commenced. This was
completed In the late afterncon.
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D 1 was t;k n out to u pudule atemmer (J NHY LEANS) and
I Tfound that the pereonncl conslisted muatlJ 0f the Heliehoeles Haps
of DILFPE were issued which conslisted of large Buula maps also

intelllgence maps snowlng disposlitlion of enemy weapons. I stayed
on tourd thls ship until noon of Tuesday, July 7th, when word
was recelved tiat the operation ned been cancslled due to unfavour-

&bLle weather condlitions. That evening I returned to LONDON.

S. On Aug l4th I was Iniormed Ly ¥ajor ABEL to report to
Army lieadquarters at 1000 hours on vUb 15th, Wwhen I reported there
I was Lold to proceed Lo Pii i INGTON STA ION and leave at 1612

for GATH. iotel accommocdation st that poclnt was leld on and I
remained at PATH'untll Tuesday morninmsz; August 18th,

7. In company with varlous other army personnel I was taken
by bus to NEWHAVIH, arriving there at 1950 hours. As soon es I
arrived at the dock I was told (o report on a tank lending coraft,
Lo, 1ls On board was one troop of the -17th Army Tank 5n, consist-
Ing of three tunks and the llth ! leld- -Ambulance unit. #hortly
after coming on board we set sall. A number of raiding craft
loaded with troops passed us and when we got into the Channel I
could see the sasault landling cruflt and tank landing craft in
front of ;s, on the sldes and benind us, e traveiled in convoy
througn the 11ght. The sea was abasolutely calm, There was not a
c¢loud Iin Lt 1 skky and by the light of a new moon I was uble to

dlsting:lsh the dark shapes o the other craft around us. About
midnight T was informed by the craft comuaender, Lt, F.8.B.
n.lﬁ.fwn, that we were creosaing a mine field. Troops on board my

craft slept for the greater part of the Jjourney over,

Ce At approximetely 0345 hours I wae standing on the deck
watcning for the firat slgns of the engagement when I saw two
«hite flares ;0 up. Thils was some considerable ulstance in front
and to the ld¢ft, 1 am unable to say whether the flares I saw
wére flaros dropped by our sircraft to light up thelr bombing
targets or whether they were si:nals by the enemy as.a. warning
that we nad been spotted, but shortly after these flares I could
hear pun flre; I eould sec tracer bullets from the coast goling
upward and I reallsed that the | .i.Fe were on Lhe target and had
atarted thelr bombling prior to tne landing. This continued from
then on untll daylight started to break and the cliffs on each side
of DINVFPFF became visible. The Kavy had lald down a very dense
Smoke acreen along the coast that ovlotted out LINFPE proper.
funtreds of various craft Includlng destroyers und motor launches
could be seen. A large number of our planes were overhead.
“hortly after daylight the Tirst aerlal combat took place when a
wamber of Focke Wolfe 19¢ flghters came over, but the Navy lalid
on & terrifle Larrage unc the Loa.¥, f'lgnters soon aispersed them,

Q. At approximately 0630 hours we were ordered to make a
landing. 'he lotilla formed up and we started for shore. “"hen
we were still about 300 jards out the cnomy lald down a terrific
carrdage of heavy juns and mortar ’'ire and we were then ordered to
wilthdraw, € came out under crotectlion of a smoke screen and
crulised arovund about 50 yvards oi'f" shore. I'ven 'at that distance
occasiuvnally & shell woila explode in the water around us. About
2830 hra a number of raloing craft came by us carrying the 4th
ommando. ne of theae came slongslide and asked 1f we had medlosal
facilities on board, Ve dld and Lney transferred one of thelr
Injured of' ficers to our craft. hey told us that zhelr part in
the operatlion nud veaen successful; that they had destroyed a
4=-gun coustal b t‘ ery to.ethier wlilh a large ammunltlion dump. 7The

37" "1cer recelved medle ul Ltreatment and was thnon trunsferred on to
a destroyer,
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10. At approximately 0930 hours we were ordered to face east
and move ln on the tlde. #hat was ieft of the flotllla [ormed up
onte agaln and started for the beach, but we came under terrific
gshell rire and were ordered to withdraw. I saw a T.L.C. receive a
direct hit and it seemed to break in half., I cannot say whether
this cralft was Iin our rlotillae or not as there were a pgreat deal of
craft around us all the time.

1l. Between 0900 hours and 1000 hours very little, if any,
enemy air opposition was encountered, but shortly after 1000 hours
Junkers 28's came over and the Havy ageln put up a terrific barrage,
but the R.A.F. soon took the battle out of the Navy's hands and
dispersed them, T saw one Junkers 88 burst into flemes and came
down., Another had one wing complctely shot off, Another wave of
Junkers 88 came over at approximately 1100 hours and winile the
Navy puns and the R.A.F. were busy dispersing thls formation a low
flylng plane came over on our starboard slde and dropped a string
of four bombs which burst approximately 30 yards from the craft I
was on, 1 noticed at sbout 11.45 that the shilps were voginning to
thin out and et spproximately 12.45 very few of the small craft
were to be seen. Shortly after 1300 hours we set sail for ‘ngland.
The flotilla came back in convoy with & H.A.F. umbrella constantly
over us. Ko enemy &lrcraft was to be scen.

12, Une of the most lumpressive aights thel was viitnessed was

at approximately 0930 hours. A small destroyer came past us and
moved into the mouth of DIFPPE harbour and opened fire into the
harbour. It fired salvo alfter salvo for sbout 45 winutes. Reallsing
the strong coastal opposition that that destroyer was encountering,
to remain in a stationary position for that length of time showed

the cool courage that 1s displayed by the Foyal Navy in an engage=-
ment., It brought to mind hlstorical instances of other battles

where the Navy fought against strong odds tc establish the tradltion
of this branch of the service. The trcops on the craft cheered

this actlion and everyone who witnessed 1t was lmpressed with the

cool courege of such an engagement, Unfortunately I was unable to
see the outcome of this battle as a heavy smoke screen was eventually
laid Lehind this destrover.

13. As we neared the Fnglish coast I was transferred from the
tank landing creft to an as=ault landing craft and taken to

NEWHAVEN, As we were abcut the last to leave the coastal waters

of DIEPFE very few troops who nad taken pert in this engsgement

were to be seen at NWWHAVEN., They had, I belleve, been dispersed
soon sfter thelir srrival back. 7T was taken to the Hoyal Navy
Officers' Mesa, given the first meal that I nad slnce breaklast
Tueaday worning end at about 2230 hours T was taken by car to LOHDON,

Dictated at C.M.H.Q.
28 Aug 42,






