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1. This Heport consists basi of the text of
an article entitled "The Canadian Army Pritain, 1642 -
1943", prepared for publication in the W
%. A copy of this article a ag

ppe . :

2. This article is forwarded as a Report in accorde
ance with the procedure followed previously in similar
cases, While necessarily incomplete, it summarizes the
neral activities of the Canadian Army Overseas during
past ten months in Lrief and simple form, and in this

‘way may have some value as a "tlngn-poﬂ.‘ for the Official
Histerian,
Se In the nature of things, many details of interest

could mot be published at the present time, and are accorde
ingly referred to in this article only in very general
terms, Attached as Appendix "B" is a group of notes
designed to serve as a supplement to the article and
afford additional historical information, chlefly of a
sort which could not at present be given to the publice
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ol '..-..;.'F:;._; tie a3 ;';ILJ had basn Ter ".]nl:u::t "o nhad bean

rried In "ouldlding the ahow up® frog its sasll .

- THE oamm ARMY IN BRITAIN, J:ﬂﬂ-lm i: wheroas
61930 Cunds LBy MegorsOsP.s eacey. 2iasbry, now
- -".:' &1l the reastarikable veriety .‘.-"'lr' gad waapons

ated In '-..:‘-,:\ GETEUS BOre '-..‘.:_‘?:-..-f‘ in ":'-';"ac.,_."‘._.

T on Ther LVl SF Desanber o AR a ARSSIRRELANSE
company sssembled on a roadside "somewhere in Joutherm

f hgllul" to watch a military dmzwt:tml which hed some
DRSAUAT L0Rnos it Dimaittuy: dtuimons 115 81e contaot with

aj t v £+
v NELEDN v _.r_.-“: oF Ink vaty

.{;: P ama -rn- m thn- *w houﬂ wnits and am

“representing the arms and services of the Canadlan Army -

Overseas poured rapldly t.  Leading the parade was a
‘squadron of one of the dg’:;siom Reconnalssance Reglments

“which have replaced the diviaional cavalry of earlier

times, equlipped with armoured reconnalssance cars and
fast-moving cerrisrs fillsd with soldlers highly trained
‘Tfor the task of "askirmishing' (as owr grandfathers would

" have cualled it) in tha Torafront of the advance. Next .
Ccame & squadron of an Armourad Car Regiment, & unit fumeus
~4n Canadlen snnals &s horsed cavalry, but winich now has

for mounts fagt and formidable armoured vehicles gilving it
such @« fare-ranging mobility and a power oft fire us the

“mounted troops of previous wars never possessed. A

squadron of anothsr celebrated cavalry regiment followed.
This 1s now an Armoured Reglment; and 1ts Ram crulser
tanks, Canadlan-designed and Canadlan-built, rolled past
the saluting base at high spsed, Impressive symbols of the
tramtomtm m:m uehﬂn&htam hn ~in modern
war, 3 e B
el ] i "{u b VANTL 5 &l R M4,
oo Imund cums detachments of &ll’the fothewam:
-'lnd services. Troops of Artillery - Fleld, Anti-Tank;
‘Light and Heavy Antl-Aireraft, Wedlum - moved past, each
‘with 1ts own formldable weapons. 'The Corps of ;tc
“and the Corps of Signuls were represented. An.
‘rifle company bpassed In rm::muwlnrtmiﬂ“v mmi‘
‘of the Army Service Corps, the Ordnance Corps (including
& ¥oblle Laundry), and the Medical, Dental, Provost and
Postal Corps followed in order, each ecarried in the -
‘vehicles appropriste to ltl\em uunﬂut"ﬂmoua -I.adllo
'emplox l!fo Gf a 'Hod.m im 4 +8 view

ns2 BN

All thu.' umu hld paaud on tirl. or tracks.

'!Iaw,' last of &ll, ceme & company of & marching Infantry -

battalion, moving past at the double, that the spectators
night be reminded that milltary success 1s atill purchased
by the endurance and determination of the individual " on
soldier, lities more important to-day than they ever

“were. The audlence was told, "Canadlan Iinfantry battallons

u-c trained to march at the rate of 10 miles in two hours,
arrying thelr weapons and smmunition, and at the end of
-euur ntrow thoy mutt a‘bu,anhd I!‘I} fis. ﬁo rw!« hiam,

. ‘I‘h!l ph-udmto»k kphu on. ‘t.lu thiz-d -nn&i

o mnﬂu
of ‘the hnds “of the "first £light" of the lst Cenadian - '

‘Division in ‘the m!iul'nngdm 1n 1939, To those who had
witnessed the development of the Canadlan military force -

“in Britain from those eaarly days, when it conslsted of a
‘single infentry division and a few ancillary troops, armed
‘mainly with the weapons of the last war, into- the powerful
‘mechanized force of which'a cross~-section paraded on this
winter day of 1942, the demonstration was a most heartening
experlence. Oeneral MecNaughton s poke afterwards of how

la-l -.L-...:". “ e 4] Auggush - I'-ZI. . sI Al LG,
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thrilling the mmumma e who had been 1 1386
concerned in "bullding the show up"’ its small . oot

beginnings.  He pointed out one particular fact: whereas

in 19539 Canadd had .possessed almost no war industry, now -~
nearly all the remarkable variety of vehic and weapons
demonstrated in this parede were Canadian in manufecture, . -
wirile ‘some were Canadlian.dn design. onent-tenerel 1,0.0.

Creray, who, 1t will De vecalled, was foraerly Chlsfl of the
General The day's proceédings served to symbollize the.

fact that the three years since 1939, though they have
brought the Cadadlian Army Overseas liltle contact with ' 1.
the enaumy, have nevertheless been yeara of lntense Mﬁ:n
and remarksble expanasion. emzh.tatoc:,onnthc Canadian . @ o
nilisary ferdce in Hritain down £0' the edrly swsaer of 10942
has ‘alrsady bean outlined in articles in this.journal«(l)
The present .article describas cvery briefly the events. m*u:
have taken place. dw&m; I:hu mbhn .mngrm. with

L]

the Japsthane invan e Aleutlige Islands. About the

sume =i Thu.alonuhmhlu Been uoutﬂlﬂu «Ehey m.vt* ioae,
seen Ilmportant  increases in the atreagth of the Canadian. o
Army Overseds, as well as significant dsvelopménts im ltescn
training and organization; und inprovements in.lts equip=..
ménty  More than this, they have witneased; at Dieppe om |
19 August last, the first large<=scale clash between the. .«
now Sanadian Amr-tnd ‘the onm ‘whom 4t crossed the sea .

to sencounter. 81y meanded the Dieppe ralding force,
daft the EZnd t Rn - -Bivis 0'1 o Gake gommand of Lhe large
groun of isinforocsiaent Tnltae now arganised In ngland,
THE courm GROWTH OP THE OVERSFAS ARMY )
T™he comencssrs of vadian Divisions now in

“wiruin uB8inee the mm nt. .t-hu -ﬂ-rﬂ Censdian & roeps
hﬁt ua.m. the growta of. the WM In thw. aipen,
United Kingdom hse pone ateadily on. . Menth alfter month,. .«
transports nave brought inte grivlen porta gew formations . ..
and units te swell lts order of osbttle, and reinforgements . .-
to.msintain st full stvength the units miready, i the -« sru!
country. . during 1948 end the early menths of 1lvéd. the. . .: .
process continued without interruption.: On 1P April 1043 or=
the Prime Winlster of Censda told & Toronto auélence that.
mmnnniﬁ%@ammam Ao Brditaldn. rcant

rpsEmends at starsi aj ! I uf Jional corEsands
as in "-'.:.In m;uw;«‘ H‘Ist&l mm b | ’
intenticn of the Government to overseus &k Csus

ArDy of ‘two Ariy Corps, m&ﬁdﬂa.ﬂ&t MMA&MM
the' 4th, mummum wss to be converted lnte am i -
Armoured: Divisdion and sent overseas. JThis programme was
carried out during the perlod under review. In the course
of Lhe summer and sutumn of 1842, & successlion of convoys

brought the 4th fCenudisn Armoured Divislion inte British
ports. The Divislonal Headquarters arrived at the beginning

of September, . This brought she votel muwmber; of n
auam An mm mﬁmmor.&mun '
ha ahifting oart. o 4 WAr, ave usesn outlilinsd,

the sar Lwham thnum MLMW
Am-::.x commanded by Lieutenant-Genersal i.G.Ll. lHeNsughton, er- 7
contains & grest veristy of &W. Army and (i, e Aroops, &
catalogue of which, would require neny. m»uﬁo%mhl
have sesn much development in these cut Qmio The, tecandcal
unita heve multiplled vastly, seome ariiving M@ﬂ'l
being organized: from Cansdiun: ~lmpmuln the Unlted X{ingdom.
There have beemn important changes in organization, &8 . wost
affecting these and other units, i could not be. relisarased

here without both wearying the mmwmm in
MAMYazent & tor Ths T'..-ir.,‘n losaws She Cansdian LgEae,
iikawiss rovinp, continuesd to train forna 2ole i She
arzbivipsted Hattle © nElend,. During 1041 and 1942,

(1) July, 1941; August, 1942; October, 1942.

———
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On 15 Janusry 1945 the appointments to the
-dﬂh&ml Canadian Corps Headquarters, the ntablilhnnnt\
of which had been forecast by Mr. King, were announced, -
Ma jor-general E.W. Sansom, who until this time had commanded
‘one of the Armoured Divisions, became Corps Commander with
‘the rank of Lleutenant-Oeneral. The Corps previously existing
remained under the command of Lieutenant-General H.D.G. .
Crerar, who, it will be recalled, was formerly Chief of the
General Staff at National Defence Hesdquarters, Ottawa.

: During the year there were several changes in the
command of divisions. In ﬂ.pt-ubor. 1942, it was announced
that Mujor-General G.R. Pearkes, V.C.y an officer of wide -
experience in two wars, was relinquishing the command of
the 1lst Canadian Division to return to Canada and assume the
appointment of General Officer Commanding in Chief, Pacific
Command, This Command had assumed added Iimportance with
the Japanese invasion of the Aleutian Islands. .= About the
sume time 1t was announced that Major-General C.B. Price,
who had served overseas since the begimning of the war and
had latterly commanded the 3rd Canadian Division, had been
seconded from the Canadlan Army on appointment as Overseas
Commissioner of the Canadian Hed Cross Soclety. In April,
1943, Major-Oeneral J.H. Roberts, who had commanded the one
Canadian rield artiliery regiment that reached France in
1940, and subsequently commanded the Dieppe ralding force,
hstt the 2nd Canadian Division to take command of the large
group of Canadian Reinforcement Units now m-pni.ud in. lhshnd.

'nu na—nnd-rl of the Canadlan Div:luuu nw in
Britain are Ma jor-General R.V¥.L. Keller, who formerly .
commanded an infantry brigade; Major-General H.L.N. Salwmon,
who fought in the last war and has served overseas since the
beginning of the present one; Major-General P.F. Worthington,
@ leading exponent of armoured warfare, who came to England in
command of the lst Canadlian Army Tank Brigade;  Major-General
C.R.S. Stein, who commanded an armoured brigade before being
appointed to the command of an armoured division; and Major-
General G.0. Simonds, who came overseas as a staff officer of
the 1lst Division and has since held several important
commands and staff appointments. In divisional commands,
a8 in less senior ones, the trend has been increasingly
towards the appointment of officers. At the times
of their appointments, Oeneral Keller was 41 years of age,
and General Simonds, the youngest general officer in the.
Canadian service, only 39. .

THE: RAID ON DIEPPE - ;
In & previous article the successive changes in

the role of the Canadian troops in Britain, reflecting
the shifting fortunes of the war, have been outlined. In
the earliest days the Canadlian troops looked forward te
taking their place in France beside the Eritish m-d&tim
Force; and in June, 1940, a few Canadian battaliens &
actually landed in France, only to be withdrawn when' tlu
orumbling of French resistance made it clear that to commit
further forces there would be & useless sacrifice., During
the anxious months that followed, when Britain lay under
the imminent threat of invasion, the Canadians formed a most
important part of the defensive organization of the islands,
and as the British forces grew in strength and improved in

ipment after the Dunkirk losses the Canadian force,
likewise growing, continued to train for a role in the
mtntp.ud Battle of Enshnﬂ During 1941 and 198. -
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SIS Soepamn n amig s, Uit et
was reasing; e C orce. ca;. »
and to regard itself, loss as a safeguard against a German
Anvasion of Britain than as the potential qnpourhud of an
anticipated Allied offensive against the Continent. - Such
an enterprise is what every man in the Canadlian "15
Overseas looks forward teoj and in August of 1 tlp
rald on Dieppe, formations of the Ganadlan Army took

lnds.ng part 1:1 “n opu-atm prolhin.r; thp srum

It is. not proposed. %o describe the l}ioppo cntlm;‘lu
at length in this place., The'story was told in & statement
issued by the Hinlster of Hational Defence in September,
and much has been written on the subject by private persons
possessing various degrees of Information. Moreover, it 1is
intended that a separate article on the subject shall be
published shortly in this Jjournal. For the moment 1.t is .
enough to suggest the place of .this operation in the smtoy
of 1942 and in the hutm of the camdi.anm Oumu.n.

..In the sumer of 1942 the enemy u;:. _forward
in Fussia, constantly gaining further gro ,in the face of
the gallant resistance of the Soviet armles. In the Hiddle

‘East the British Eighth Army was st;ndmg ut ba in front

of Alexandria, awalting the attack Rommel 'hlnh was duly
delivered - and duly beaten back - at the end of August,

In Vestern Burope powerful German and Allied foroes faced

each other across the narrow ditch that is the Channel,
In these conditions, as we now know, the ohzd‘l tho

United Nations, after balanoing all the ponﬂ:u.{.ﬁu
offensive action, decided to strike sheir first heavy blow

‘in North Africa. The possibility of a "h.qv; Lﬁtovr-nﬁiqns

across the Channel during 1942 was ruled out bec ,
Sxplained:torPanisenant By .es GuERIite ousll SoRagbers”
landing craft on the necessary scale were not yet avallable,
In consultation with American military leaders, it was
accordingly decided "to hold the enemy on the irench shore

.and to strike at his southern rlunk h\ the KndItwrm

. thl.'ough North Africa”.

As lr. chmhiu pointed out, it Iu essential
that the enemy should continue to fear and to provide mhut
an Alllied descent in the West. . "Only in this way
draw and keep the largest possible number of Germans
in the Pas de Cl.ll.il. along the coast of. Frnnco, and. iptho

:Low Countries.” At the same time, it was essentlal to obtain

a8 early as possibls operational cxpcrimoo and information
to assist in planning the western attack which would
materialize when the time was ripe. In an earlier speech, on
8 September, Mr, Churchill bad explained his own Viﬂ of

the DLoppo operation in the following terms:

"The rald must be considered a mnppmlum- An rmc..---

‘We had to get all the information necessary before la

operations on & much larger scale......Il personally regard
the Dieppe aasssult, to which I gave sanction, as an
tndhpmabh preliminary to full-scale operations,"™

.- It is 4n the light of these explanations. b;- the
porsnn best qualified to give thau that the Dloppo dporlﬂ;ipn
muat be intu'pr-hod.

It was & perilous tuk, auch u cauld be entrusted
only to troops of the highest quality. Nothing is more
certain than that the ordinary Canadian soldier In Britun
would have vioclently resented 1t had such an enterprise taken
place without the participatlon of, the Canadlan force ch
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had walted so long riy tm:ohim. When it was
declded that tth;rstc “ﬁn should provide the =
nain body igf the aasaulting roroo, it was also decided that
the ma jority of the krv.mps should come from the 2nd Canadian
Division. Thil division, accordingly, supplied two infantry
brigades for the eperation., The lst Divislion, while 1t had
seen nothing llke the amount of actlion 1t had desired, had
nevertheless had minor opportunitles of actlive employment in
Prance in 1940 and at Spitsbergen in 194l...The. 2nd Division
had been 1n the United Kingdom since 1940 and was' im & high oo
state of t;rurd.nf and general efficlency, but had been given
no such opportunities. The same spplied. to the lst Ganadian
Army Tank Brigade, which, mvu-d & tank battalion for the
assault. This lormatlon m;vod‘m the iinited Kl.nsdu
in_ June, 19{1. = S N _ e First Csnadian

opqrnb.ion m prepared. -a,d planned with

oxooptioml 88, General MgNeughton has sald tm
in all h:ln wide l.t tary dcpqi,nu he has never- knon an st

instance "in which utf.oﬂ ‘were gone at 80 thoroughly and
with such meticulous care". Every possible . source of «i.:
information concerning the terrain and the defences was
lald under contributien; . and the troops to be employed
underwent a rograume of speclal training to £4t. them ror
this partio r task. :

z«uaﬁt larg ast qr the :uny auhhod opmuom
that have bux d ggghut the German-held coasts of =
Europe; .and it m(tho first in which tanks were amployed.
L5 3 B R Tt s I e g T
8p & out $o the enemy °
which he. -aunid ertainly turn to his adventage mint‘onﬁ o
troops on nuhumt occasions. That the Information geined
concerning the enemy's defences and the means of overcoming .
them was of great value 1s undoubted. The experience
obtained was useful in the great North African combilned
operation carried out some weeks later, when Allled forces -
occupled French Norocco and Algerie and moved Inteo Tunisis;
and 1t will be stlll more useful in the Buropean operations
which still l1is ahead. The arrangements. made for co= . '«
operation between sea, Jland and aip forces proved extramely
efficient, and the Canadian soldlers, in the reports which
wers writben by men of all ranks after the operation, were
Ioud In thelr pralse of the support received from both t.ho
Navy and the R.A.F. The, Alr Force was able, in the course
of the day'as work, to 1;:1'1.’;0# upon the enemy loasses lhﬁqh
are now eatlmated to hmm run as hiah &l A70 nm:\l.l‘t
destroyed,

“The losses suffered. by w Oanm&an trnopl were .
heavy, In the words of Colonsl Raiston's statement, "Fer .
the lessons learned and the. advantages gained the forces
engaged, and particularly the land forces, pald & very
heavy price. - The history of slmllar pperations in the pnt
urvu to indlcate that heavy losses are to be expected in -
iblous operations, of this type directed against d'w-
t'. £led coast-line held by a determined and alert enemy".
The sorrow occasioned by these losses, incurred in a service
which thosze concerned knew in advance to be one of excep- ¢
tional danger, was however somewhat erated by the pride
felt (to guote General Melaughton. "in the performsnce
and tho courage and the skill of our n-n" . The qualities
h ed by the troops were recognized in the awards for
antry announced in October, headed by that of the
v.lotorh Cross. to Lisutenant-Colonel (.C.I. Herritt of the
South Saskatchewan Regiment, the first Canadian to receive
the Cross In thls war. PFaced wlth a task as difficult as
any assigned to troops in the last war, the Canadian units
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concerned acquitted themselves Iin a manner which holds out
the highest se for the day when they mot t.ho mny upm
a hrsu' battlefl cm. .

A d
o

mmm& ron At‘rmx bl 1. s6 tha work

e Bcroro and arm the. thpn nﬂ.ﬁ. propcm:lnns m
the ﬁmn-o offensive contimued at hlgh pressure. Units . .
continued to practise the strenuous "battle drill" which' nium_-
1ts Inception has done so much for the toughness, the morale
and the skill of the Bu'ﬂuhgmiu. The training in the
technique of comblned operations - 80 einntm to: ulm
whose offensive must begin with a 8ea cross - whi
previously explained, was engaged in by the First. omdm
Army on & lurge scale Iin 1942, continued, untn it might
almost be said that the G-udl.,nnr e in Britain now con=-
stitutes an amphibious ug. tj.ndl 1!:.011‘ thoroughly at
home on board ship or dn small craft mloh are used to set
troops ashore on coasts held by the enemy. The in the
renks of the units which fought at Dieppe were filled with
new men; and the formations and units newly arrived from
Canada were given edditional intensive training te tit thﬂ
for thelir p].nou 1n the great operations to come. - :

. Tn the scheme of training, of the GCunadians as.of
all troops In Br;lnin. hru-ucnh r'.l&ld manoeuvres pm an
important In March,of 1843 a particularly large and
significant u&cu. took place, lasting for a fortnight and
covering a large part of the surface of ngland. This was
Exerclse "Spartm“',. which was accurately described by The
Times (London) as "the greatest offensive exercise ever staged

Tn the military history of these 1slainds". In this exercilse

General McNauzhton unundo& & large n.uod am of cuudian and
British troeps. ut &

Be 1t noted mt. unllike tho oxmhu or -uuar

'gnra. this was an invasion rather than an anti-invasion
scheme

" The assumption was that the "British” Army under
General Icﬂnu@m had crossed the Channel from Britain to
the Continent end was advancing from én slready established
bridgehead to meet and destroy (erman forces. From the
forwird edge of their bridgehead 1n three Southern counties
the "British" Army, which included the Ouards Armoured

_.Division a8 well as Canadlasn armoured formations, went forward

to encounter the "encmy”, communded by Lieutenant-General .
JoA.H, Gummell, who:rushed to meet them iIn « manner which
Rommel In his palmy days could not have bettered. . The battle
which followed raged over hundreds of square miles of Central
England, including in its scope the Chiltern Hills and the

~ outskirts of London on the sast and the Cotswolds on the west.

General McNaughton's armour was on his left flank,

~ where 1t carrlied out a wids outflanking marcih

through the
area about Cirencester and Towcester, The heaviest nqtun.l
fighting, however, fell to the infantry in his centre, where
the anclent university city of Oxford found itself the focus
of the b“ttl.l ;

Two features of the axcrcln olll I‘or special note.
One was the work of the ingineers. The enemy, &s he fell
back before the advancing British forces, carried out enormous

.theoretical demolitions, including the destruction of
- something 11ike 200 bridges across the Thames and leaser

streams. Tf the "British" army was to come to grips

. .with the enemy, all the most mortnl:lﬂ: of these ‘had to be
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replaced; and through succeasive days and nights, as the
advance continued, the sappers tolled at the task of brid
one river after another, asometimes in the faco
attack which now and then was adjudged to have nt the work
back. The Engineers have ocoasl y complained of not
being mﬂtclmuy employed in mrqhu. This complaint
was not heard during Exercise "Spartan". The other str
feature was the employment on both u.du of very pow
forces, organized in composite groups - hcubu-s, ,
ﬂ.ﬂams fighter-bombers and reconnalssance craft. The

&uo forces fundamentally affected the action at
m ‘every point. Co-operation between the Army and the
R.A.F. was organized on the lines laid down by oxporiom in
Libya, and wae highly satisfectory.

When "Cease Pm" lmdod, the "nu-i.tidz' . had
ldvm.d deeply into enemy territory, end wes in position on
& line running north-west from London ton.rdl Rugby, ready to
go forward for the killing blow.

This was & hi 1y strenuous exerclse, constituting
a most searching test of the morale and endurance of the
troops employed. ‘I‘txu passed it with flying colours. Every °
observer bere witness to the spirit of the Canadian units,
who at the end of many days of an experience as gruelling as
any lilkely to be encountered snort of the actual battlefield,
were more than ready to go on until they had pushed the
"enemy" back into tho North Sea. .

unnnis IN NORTH AFRICA.

The Canadian Overseas is to-day a very highly
trained army; the best-tr d army, pernaps, that the
Dominion has ever possessed,  The best preparation for battle,
however, is battle itaself; and of this the Canadians, ;o
their very great regret, have had little rience. To
obtain for as many officers and men as possible actual
experience of battle conditions has been an aim of the
Cansdian suthorities; and at the end of 1942 the o=
Anerican enterprise in North Africa offered the bes
cppmw that hld yot arisen in this respect.

The most was -do of it. In December arrangements
were made with the War 0/fice for the attachment of a
of Canadian officers and soldiers to General Anderson's
Pirst British Army in Tunisia. This first group mmborcd
about 150 all ranks. They left for the theatre of war a‘l‘.
once, and were followed, month by month, by tnrthar ﬁ thl
s

‘of varying strength. In the course of the figh

theatre, in consequence, several hundred uloct'.od Canadians
have had opportunities of practis their milit tasks
under fire and acquiring those f elements of military
knowledge which can best be learned under such conditions.

The arrival of the first body of Canadians in
North Africa was announced on 5 Janusry 1943. The group.
included officers and men of all the arms end services. They
were absorbed into eppropriate units of the First Army and
proceeded to perform the tasks before them precisely as
though they had been reinforcements supplied to these units

from British sources in the normal way. Thus a Canadian

infantry captain or msjor might (and often did) find himself
commanding & company in a famous Engllsh regiment; a
Canadian medical officer would find hius in charge of a

section of a field ambulance of the R.A.M.C. and superintend-
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while a gsergeant of the R

" killed. April men o
" Africa nﬁ returning to their units in

 ing the treatment and wnbuntt&or umqltiu undor fire;

adian Signals might find
himself do the Nlponsiblo work of his rank l.n a brigade
signal section. This procedure ensured for the Canadians
concerned the largest ﬁ:s:lblo practical experience of
warfare during thelir t in Tunisia. That they were often
in the front of tho battle was attutcd b tho rl.rlt Canadian
casualty list from Tunisia, published on It listed
thirteen casuslties, l:?).uding‘:": otﬁnm and nno ‘W.C.0.

t to North
Eroup o_glo -

t with them warm racmddati om those with
whom they had served the theatre of warj and th
themselves spoke in terms of admiration of the spirit and
skill of the British m:ig; smong whom they had found
themselves, and declared that the fence had
valuable beyond words. At the time of writing, attas f-n
to North Africa are still being arranged in mc larges
muboru that the British mehwitin can u&unoduto.

" While some Canandians were going out to the
Ioditorrmnn Tor thelr rirst experience of active operations,
others, who had 1 sorved i.n that area, were returning
from it. At Christmas of 1942 tm tunnellers who had been
-pléyod on the fortifications ﬂf‘qwtlr, many of them
since 1940, were brought back to join the main body of their
comrades in England. Before their departure they received
the thanks of General Mason MacFarlane, the Governor of
Gidralter, for the contribution which Eh-'y'_ had made to the
security orﬁu rorwul. SO : gl vy ey

rrmnm THE OUERMAN AIR PORCE.

of ‘Dlopyo and North Africa do not quite exhaust ‘the
story of Canadlian contact with the enemy dur ‘the pust
year. There are now unz.::;n:dim anti-aireraft units in
England, and these have repeatedly in sction against
the 'mk ralders" who still slip across the Channel to

‘bomb the little towns and villages of Southern England.

There were few Canadian n.nt.i-;s.rornrt troops in Britain in
the days of the really heavy enemy air attacks; nowadays
‘the batteries complain Mntu-ly that the Luftwalfe comes
too seldom -nd in too small mumbers to glve them proper
e-plog-n ing down these hit-and-run raiders, who
mm. :t'm & gunsite only for half a dowen
seconds, 18 a task calling for the greatest skill and alert-
ness., In spite of these conditions, the units - the light

 batteries with thelr 40-millimetre Bofors, and the heavy with

their big 3.7's ~ ’buvo innioto‘ lnu-ouing losses on the

m.

- Oconlohmy a 1 er o rtunit.y prcmta itself.
One tunh was on the day of Dieppe, lhlll a Light Anti-Alrcraft
Regiment which had a m&dou‘b‘lc detachment to take

part in the raid ﬁtpiqod guns on the nngnm coast as e
protection against Luftwalfe interfererice with the

ralders. German aireraft duly appeared and "A good deal of
enthusiastic and useful shooting was produced from detachments
consisting of drivers and cooks, etc., in absence of gun
crews on raid". 7The unit computed the bag as three enemy
aircraft shot down into the sea and two damaged. More
recently, another A.A. unit got an unusual opportunity, - when
a formation of 18 enemy alircraft incautlously ventured within

~1ts range. One wus shot down snd three damaged befors the

enemy got out of range again. Thanks to such eplsodes, the

Cansdian record of aircraft destroyed mounts steadily wmonth
¢ 1 - ¢ y - Y : . 1) 4 oy
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month, mummwmmxuwgmm ;
g&-amwmwmm bom\n:m'
dombynnhm-gmtm.

- THE wunml WOMEN 'S ARMY CORPS.

hhtthhtm«muernmeg

armmmnw arrived in the

M'nMMI. ntmuh.ﬁvithl
&

I

ssible for women to large
o:.mufm.m duties in static military

"-!
tE
E

osﬁh u, thereby freeing men for service ihriou.
mrmmmmtormc.uc.mm
on 4 The young composi. t found awaliting
them &m tors which had been -
their arrivale Within a few days a large number of them had
been taken into employment in the various aches of Canadian
Military Heac and were leamming the es vhich
they were to omrmnidlwelwhmhmsm
gone out to wnits in the field,

The first eontingent was followed by others, and
ymxl.-u - 460 members of the C.W. month:lﬁ-omth
the Army Overseas at the . of writing.
mumber will increase, for while c.!.haa persomnel omtbo
uu:summu,ut- intended to use them not
matmuumwmmmmﬁo
Re

performing a of duties. ' serve as clerks
and s 3 they drive the lighter types of military
motor les, maintaining their own machines as male
drivers doj they serve as i and dental
ulthoy-nto'-n' (1f the word 18 not
inappropriate) a Base in the Reinforcement Units
area. mn every field hunnru‘mwum

be said with sober truthfulness that their work has been
invaluable,

Headquarters
the parade of the Training Detacment formed
by  first group of recrults enlisted in Britain, The
CeWieAeCs s moreover, has to train 1ts owm officers
overseas. The unaidnm or coxmissions attend ial
couwrses held at the orficer Crdet Tra Unit, of the
Canadlian School which has long ined male
officerss The at of CoWeAeC orﬂ.cer cadets
recelved their cert tes of yadun&l from Ceneral
Melaughton on 2 April 1943. They were the first women to
attend the Canadian Training School or any similar Canadian
establislment in the United Eingdom.

Montague fyrom Canadian luunw Huﬂquﬂus?mt even be

2
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civilians, and particular hdul,liun worked indefat 1y

areas, and by thelr work have made life much pleasanter for the
troops) and private hospitality has been most generous,

! Thousands of soldiers have found their way into English homes

I where they are treated as wore members of the family}
and what s means to a not seen his own home and

| family for many months can be readily imagined,
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APTUR THREE AND A' HALF® VYEARS
The spring of 1943 found the First Canadian Army still

in England, many of its members had nearly three
and @ half without that contaet with- enemy which
they had be to be imminent when left Canada, The

‘Waiting for action is not an easy task, even when the
time has been spent, as in this case, in active and essential
on for the ve., Such an experience is :1.““

For this situation there are several explanations,
One has been the rapld expansion which has taken plagces In
spite of the static role which has so far fallen it; the
Canadian Army has been a organizations It has been
has had the stimulus of m:t. mnndi::oﬂné“
us ¢ dnml-ng
quimntnndmum;mgnom a.ntrot
tion for promising mens Much is due also the active
policy that has been pursued, to battle drill and to

comb operations which have
the Canadian soldier, And mist be added that of late
sense of great events has been s than everj

the troops are convinced that ir long walt nearly overs

Ceneral McNaughton has summed in the le phrase, "Owr
men have good common sense”, Canadian mﬁ-itnn
are an inte of They are not an army of
adventurers or ;l-ﬁo‘.rau fighters; they citizens turned
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NOTE ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS

The photographs used to 1llustrate this article
are Canadian Official Military Photographs.

The illustrations also include reproductions of &
group of pictures by csnadian War Artists, additional to the
selection published in October of last year. These are
representative of the plctorlal recbrd of the Canadlan Army
Overseas which has been created since October, 1941, when one
artist was attached experimentally to the Historical Sectlion
of Canadian Military Headquarters, Under a couprehensive
programme lately adopted by the Dominion Government, several
officer-artists are now engaged in deplcting the work of the
Am’ in Britain.




APPERDIX "B"

NOTES TO ACCOMPANY ARTICLE "THE CANADIAN ARMY IN BRITAIN, 1942 - 1943"

1.

<
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

10,

11.

12,

13.

14,

The demonstration referred to 1s described at length in Report
No,.88.

The Times (London), 20 Apr 43.

These Generals' commands are as follows:
General Keller, 3 Cdn Div;
General Salmon, 1 Cdn Divj;
General Worthington, 4 Cdn Armd Div;
General Stein, 5 Cdn Armd Div;
General Simonds, 2 Cdn Div.

The Times (London), 12 Nov 42.
The Times (London), 9 Sep 42.

Statement of Alr Marshal Sir T. Leigh-Mallory, The Times,
(London), 26 Feb 43,

This combined training programme 1s the subject of a Report
now in preparation.

The Times (London), 23 Mar 43.

As of 10 Apr 43, the total number of Canadlan officers and
soldiers who had been sent for attachment to First British
Army was 162 officers and 136 other ranks. These ligures
included a few from the Army In Canada. Following the
first batch of 78 officers and 63 other ranks, arrange-
ments were made for further attachments of a total of 50
all ranks per month, and three further batches were sent
under this arrangement. In April, 1943, General McNaughton
obtalned permission for an increase in the quota from 50
to 150 per month, This arrangement, however, could not
be implemented, at least lmmedliately; and the fifth batch,
to proceed in May, will again number only 50 all ranks.

The great majority of the first zroup to go to Tunisla
disembarked in the United ¥ingdom, on thelr return, on
6 Apr 43, (C.M.H.Q. files 1/Attach Ops/1l and 8/Attach Ops/l.)

See War Diary, 3 Cdn L.A.A.Regt., August, 1942. Although
the claims of success appear to be well authenticated,
no officlal credit was obtained for them, due to fallure
to submit them in time to H.Q., A.A.Command.

The unit concerned was 1 Cdn L.A.A.Regt., and the date 3 Apr
43: see First Cdn Army weekly Report to Canada for week
ending 9 Apr 43 (C.M.H.Q. flle 4/Progress/1l).

The reference is to the aerodrome at DUNSFOLD, south of GUILDFORD.
Weekly Report from First Cdn Army for week ending 4 Jul
42 notes, "Thils work was started 1l May, an aircraft was
landed on aerodrome on 20 Jun.," The units concerned in
the work were 2 Bn., 2 Rd. Constr. Coy. and 6 Constr,
Coy., R.C.E; 62 Gen. Tpt. Coy., R.C.A.S8.C.; and detachment,
C.FQCU

The chaplains mentioned were respectively H/Capt. J.P. Browne
(Cemerons of C.), who recelved the M.C.; H/Capt. J.A.
Sabourin (Pul.H.R.); and H/Clpto JQ'.FOOt. (R-H.L-I.).

General McNaughton used thls phrase in hils press conference
on 17 Dec 42,
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