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Combined Operations Training, 1st Canadlan Corps.

1. This Report summarizes the programme of tralning
in combined operations conducted by formations of 1 Cdn
Corps during the winter of 1942-43. This has been the most
extensive programme of the sort yet sttempted within the
Canadlan Army Overseas, and has affected a larger body eof
troops than that involved in the training preceding the
DIEPPE operation of 19 Aug 42. All the infantry brigades
of 1 Cdn Div, other troops of the same division, and a
considerable number of units of 3 Cdn Pilv, took part. Nost
. of the training was conducted at the Combined Training Centres
i in Scotland which are operated under the dlrectlon of the

; Chief of Combined Operations.

2. An important pictorial record of this training

f has been made by Lieut. W.A. Ogllvie, & Canadian War Artist
attached to C.M.H.Q., who was present at the Combined
Training Centre, INVFRARAY, during the training of 2 and

3 Cdn Inf Bdes there. Mr. Ogilvie made a lurge group of
admirably vigorous watercolour and other drawings dealing
with this training, and at the moment of writing he 1s
engaged in developing some of this material in LONDON.
Attached as Appendix "A" is an account wrltten by Nr., Oglilvie
of the tralning of 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes as he saw it. The
pilctures resulting from his stay at INVERARAY are consldered
‘to bs the most interesting single group yet produced by any
Canadian War Artist overseas, and have very material historical
value as & record of training methods, equipment and general
background. :

INCEPTION OF THE PROGRAMME

Se The first instruction concerning the programme

of combined training was issued from Adv. H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps
on 2 Nov 42 (C.M.H.Q. file 2/COMB OPS/1). This instruction
announced that arrangements had been made for combined
training for four brigades (1,2,3 and 7 Cdn Inf Bdes), with
pro jected arrangements for two more (8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes).
It stated also that training had been arranged for "Beach
Organizations” for both "maintenance” and temporary beaches;
for the training of divisional and corps troops, "to practlise
drivers in driving on and off craft and appropriate general
instruction”; while speclal courses had been arranged in
engineer training for officers and N.C.0s., planning for
Cs.R.F. and field company commanders, beach organization,
the work of Forward Observation Officers (R.C.A.), beach
signal work, and the waterproofing of vehlicles.

4, It was anticipated at this time that the infantry
brigade training would begin on 27 Nov 42 with the arrival

of the advanced party of 1 Cdn Inf Bde at C.T.C., INVERARAY,

and that 1, 2 and 7 Cdn Inf Bdes would be tralned at this centre,
while 3 Cdn Inf Bde would be trained at TOWARD. It was hoped
that the training of all four brigades might be completed by

15 Jan 43. It was further suggested that 8 and 9 Cdn Inf

Bdes, although detalls were not yet settled, would train In

the south with Force J, under Captain J. Hughes-Hallett,

D.SIOOO. RON.’ Gpel"lting from the ISLE OF WIGHT.
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5. The programme was not carried out exactly as planned.

' A revised schedule of training was published on 21 Nov 42, and
constant further revisions proved necessary; the training, in
consequence, lasted through most of the month of March. The
postponements which took place were in part at least the result
of the necessity for suspending training at the C.T.Cs. in
order to maks possible the proper maintenance and repair of
landing craft used at these establishments,

'
o
'
g

TRAINING OF 1ST CANADIAN DIVISION

6. All the infantry brigades of 1 Cdn Div were put
through the comblned training programme as planned, though as
Just noted there were many delays. 1In the beginning, prepara-
tory training was carried out; during the week ending 28 Nov 42,
units carrled out tactical exerclseas with troops in comblned
operations on the platoon and company level, and practised
night landings using "mock-up" L.C.As, (General Report from
First Cdn Army, C.M.H.Q. file 4/PROGRESS/11). Large-scale
training in Scotland began in December, 1 Cdn Inf Bde spent
the period from 16 to 31 Dec at the C.T.C., INVERARAY, training
in "wet and miserable" weather (War Diary, H.Q, 1 Cdn Inf Bde,
Dec 42). The brigade was accompanied by one battery of 1 Cdn
A.Tk Regt and one of 2 Cdn L.A.A, Regt, R.C.E, detachmenta, two
Beach Signals detachments, and one Field Ambulance (General
Report from First Cdn Army, week ending 19 Dec 42),

¢ The next complete infantry brigade did not move to
Scotland untll February. 2 Cdn Inf Bde proceeded to INVERARAY
on 14 Feb, and there carried out the programme described by
Mr, Ogilvie in Appendix "A". 3 Fd Coy, R.C.E., and certain
other units accompanied it, FEarly in March 2 Cdn Inf Bde
returned to Fngland and was replaced at INVERARAY by 3 Cdn Inf
Bde, as described by Mr., Ogilvie, 4 Fd Coy, R.C.E., and 9 Fd
Amb, R.C.A.M.C., and evidently certain other units, proceeded
to INVERARAY at the same time (General Report from First Cdn
Army, week ending 20 lar 43),.

8, The G.0.C. 1 Cdn Div (Ma jor=General H.L.N. Salmon)
visited all three of hls brigades during their training at
IHVER&?AY (war Diary, "G", H.Q. 1 Cdn Div, 18 Dec, 24 Feb,
14 Mar).

9. The combined operations training programme prevented
1l Cdn Div from taking part in the Ilmportant G.H.Q. exercise
known as "SPARTAN" (see subsequent report). During this
exercise, 1 Cdn Div (less the troops in the North) "assumed
Corps' responsibility by taking over the Corps front in an
anti-raid role" (wWar Diary, "G", H.Q. 1 Cdn Div, 3 Mar 43),

10, In addition to the units already mentioned, three
companies of the 1 Cdn Div machine=-gun unit, the Saskatoon
Light Infantry (MG), trained in Scotland during January
(General Report from First Cdn Army, week ending 23 Jan 43),

TRAINING OF SRD CANADIAN DIVISION

11. The training programme for 3 Cdn Div was somewhat
abridged, and 7 Cdn Inf Bde, which 1t had been proposed to

traln in Scotland, has not undergone this training to the time
of writing, although the brigade's beach "brick" trained in
Scotland during December (General Report from First Cdn Aray,
week ending 12 Dec 42). On 13 Mar 43 G.H.Q. Home Forces
notified C.M.H.Q. that "as a result of recent changes in
priority" the training of 3 Cdn Div which had been scheduled to
begin at C.T.Cs. on 256 Mar was "postponed indefinitely" (C.M.H.! .
rfile 2/COMBINED OPS/1/2).
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12. Nevertheless, units of $ Cdn Div have had considerable
training in combined operations as & result of this programme.
During the last week of November, 1942, the battallions of 8
Cdn Inf Bde had three days L.S.I. and L.C.P. training each,
Thlis was carried out in the south, the units moving to
SOUTHANPTON, where three L.S.Is, were available, embarking on
these, and carrying out night assault landings in L.C.Ps. on
beaches In the vicinity of the Solent., The Queen's Own Rifles
of Canada, the Regiment de la Chaudiere, and the North Shore
Regiment successively underwent this training (War Diary, H.Q.
8 Cdn Inf Bde, Nov 42). The Q.0.R. of C. had previously had
the benefit of combined operations exercises at WARSASH, in the
same area, on 5 to 7 Nov (War Diary, 1 Bn, Q.0.R. of C., Nov
42), In December this form of training was extended to the
units of 9 Cdn Inf Bde, the Highland Light Infantry of Canada,
the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders, and the North
Nova Scotia Highlandars in succession proceeding to SOUTHAMPTOR
for L.S.I. training (General Report from First Cdn Army, week
ending 12 Dec 42; War Diary, H.L.I. of C., Dec 42),

13, The units of 9 Cdn Inf Bde in succession subsequently
underwent a speclal programme of training in Scotland, at the
C.T.C., DORLIN. The H.L.I. of C, was the first to move thither,
entraining on 15 Dec 42. Few naval craft were available for
training at DORLIN, and the programme carrled out was in the
main one of Assault Training, with emphasls on hardening (War
Diary, H.L.I, of C., Dec 42)., The H.L.I. of C, completed their
training at DORLIN on 4 Jan 43, and were ilmmedlately replaced
there by the North N.S, Highrs, This unit returned thence on
27 Jan, and the S.,D. & G. Highrs. immedliately took its place to
carry out a similar programme of hardening training (War Diary,
"G", HeQe 3 Cdn Div, Jan 43). This unit returned from Scotland
on 18 Feb (General Report from First Cdn Army, week ending

20 Feb 43), Numerous references to this Assault Training
programme will be found in C.M.H.Q. file 2/COMB OPS/1. The
general assumption behind 1t was that "important elements of

1l Cdn Corps, specially constituted for the purpose" had been
assigned "the task of landing along a portion of an enemy
occupiled and defended coast, with the object of advancing with
all speed to capture an important post and airfield some twenty
miles away" (Letter ASSAULT/65-1-5/TRG from Adv H.Q. 1 Cdn
Corps, 4 Dec 42).

14, Certaln other units of 3 Cdn Div also engaged in
special training. The Ploneer Company of the divislon's machine-
gun unit, the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (MG), went to
Scotland for training, as did 300 all r anks of 8 Cdn Inf Bde
(General Report from First Cdn Army, weeks ending 2 Jan and

9 Jan 43). At the same time 6 and 16 Fd Coys, R.C.E., proceeded
for training to the C.T.C. at TROON, where they remalned for

some time (General Report from First Cdn Army, weeks ending

9 Jan and 16 Jan 43). Selected personnel of 3 Cdn Div R.C.E. had
previously engaged in combined operations training at POOLE
(General Report from First Cdn Army, week ending 19 Dec 42).

OTHER COMBINED TRAINING

15, Certain other special tralning should be noticed.
Driver training was carried on on a large scale; late In
December, for instance, drivers of all arms of 1 Cdn Div were
training in Scotland, the work concentrating on driving on and
off landing craft of various sorts. This training was extended
to certain drivers of 2 Cdn Div (General Report from First Cdn
Army, week ending 26 Dec 42). Artillery drivers of 3 Cdn Div ha¢d
previously had four days L.C,T. training (General Report from
First Cdn Army, week ending 30 Nov 42)., During the week ending
23 Jan 43 there was further driver training for 3 Cdn Div R.C.A
at the C.T.C., ROTHESAY.
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16. Certain Corps and Army units also underwent combined
’ training during this period. 13 Cdn Army Pd Coy, R.C.E.,

trained in Scotland in combination with the 7 Cdn Inf Bde "B"
Brick (Beach Organization) (General Report from First Cdn Army,
week ending 12 Dec 42). Subsequently, 12 Cdn Army Fd Coy, R.C.E.,
proceeded to the C.T.C., at TOWARD (9 Jan 43) and trained there
for some time (General Report from First Cdn Army, weeks ending

9§ and 16 Jan 43). During the week ending 19 Dec 43, selected
personnel of 1 Cdn Corps Tps R.C.A.S5.C. underwent training in
Scotland (General Report from First Cdn Army).

17. There was also some combined operations training by
Canadlan armoured forces at the C.T.C., POOLE; two squadrons of
14 Cdn Army Tk Regt (1 Cdn Army Tk Bde) trained here during the
week ending 23 Jan 43 (General Report from First Cdn Army).

18, Considerable attention was also given to instruction
in the planning of combined operations, Combined Operatlions
Flanning Courses were held at the C.T.C., LARGS, for the staffs
of both 1 Gdn Div and 3 Cdn Div, the G.0.Cs 1 Cdn Div with his
senior staff officers attending from 28 Dec 42 to & Jan 43, and
the G.0.C. 3 Cdn Div (Majore-General R.F.L. Keller) with his
senlor staff officers go to LARGS for a simllar course on

11 Dec 42 (War Diaries, "G", H.Q. 1 Cdn Div, Dec 42 and Jan

43, and "G", H.Q. 3 Cdn Div, Dec 42). Brigade Planning Courses
were also held; for example, during the week ending 2 Jan 43,
the commander and staff of 2 Cdn Inf Bde took such a course at
one of the C.T.Cs. (General Report from First Cdn Army).

GENERAL

19, The above account 1s necessarilily incomplete,
particularly with respect to the training of sub-unlts., The
files used are not wholly satlsfactory sources, and no cone
solidated list of sube~unlits actually trained appears to be
avallable. The general course of the programme, however, 1s
outlined to the extent likely to be required by the Official
Historian,

20, It is unnecessary to comment on the value of tralning
of the sort that has been described from the point of view of
the morale of the troops. Combined operatlions training is
obviously extremely valuable in thls respect, Its strenuous and
unusual nature, and the fact that it iInvolves a change of
scene, combined with the further fact that 1t is invariably
interpreted as holding out the hope of active employment at an
early date, makes it an extremely popular activity. There 1is
no doubt that the programme of combined operations training,
while increasing the efficiency of the formations concerned

v with a view to their employment in any amphiblous offensive
operations which may be projected, has made an important con=
tribution to the meintenance of the spirilt of the troops
involved,

@A
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(C.P. s;._g;;%ijor,
HistorIcal Of¥icer,

Canadlian Military Headquarters,
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SECRER
; » ! 9 Apr 43 -
p “Historilcal 0fficer.
F' Combined Operations Training,.
w5 1. In accordanece with instructlions I reported to H.Q.

= 2nd Canadien Infantry Brigade on 13 Feb 45 and was attached to

A , Princess Fatricia's Canadian Light Infantry during their period

E of trainihg in Qombined Uperatlions at INVERARAY which lasted
until 4 Mar 43,  Subsequently I was attuched to the Royal 28nd
Regiment, 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade from 4 March to 20
Narch, . Belng primarily concernsd with Lie plctorial possibilities
offered Ly thls tralining, thése observations were mode with the
object of giving me a better technical understanding of what
occurred in subjects selected Tor palntings and drawings. The
notes therefore are very general in ctaracter and deal with a
visual rather than & strictly operational aspeeb of the tralning.

2. I reported to H.Q. 2 Cdn Tnr Bde st 1130 nra Saturday,
13 Feb 45. Tha brigade moved the Tollowing worning, Sunday,
14 Feb- . for the Combined Training Centre, INVERARRY, where
¥ they were to undergo a period of tralning in Combined Operations.
] " . . 1 was atbtached to the F.P.C.L.I, and moved with the battalion
0 from Battalion Headgquarters at 1245 hrs for FASTBOURNE STATION
I wnere we entralned, Battallon vehlcles which were necessarily
' restricted in number had already been loaded on to flat cars,
Officers and men had been 'issued with & haversack ration for
three meala., [n route there was one stop at LUICESTER where
at 1915 hrs troops were ‘guickly and efficiently ‘served with hot
tea. On arrival at GOUROCK, 0800 hra, the P.P.C.L.Is immediately
~detrained ard were marched by compunies on to the "Hald of
Orlesans” which slso &ervéd ‘as transport for the deanton Regiment;
the Seaforths embarking on the "dt,Sorell"s’ -

} VI Sy _Weather conditions were cold with a driving wind snd
 .sleet. Troops were kept below decks during the-trip to INVERARAY
where both ships arrived at 1430'hrs: At this time it was low
tide so that thé troops were taken off by drifters to the pler
and immediuhely marched to their respective camps, the P.P.C.L.I.

to Dukes Carp, the kEdmontons teo #nira and tie Seaforths te
Castle Camp. These camps are pleasantly situated near the mouth
‘of the river Arey; here about twenty yards wide, ' The river is
noted as one of the finest salmon fishing streams in Scotland
and 1t 1s evident that conslderable gare has been expended on it,
In places the bed of the stream has been flagged and much work
- has,been done to shore up the side to prevent undercutting.
There are numerous werning sisns regarding any attempts to fish
it. Nearby is the Duke of Argyle's castls, ' stone structure
impressive In mass, but of indeterminate srchiltectural origin,
A domlnating pert of the landscape is DUN NA CUAICHE rising
from the north bank of the river to soms 750 feet and on %op of
which 18 preserved one of the old watchtowers which served as a
lookout and refuge for the Campbells during the carller days
of Clan warfare,

4. _ castle Camp 1s about half & mile from INVERARAY, e
typicel fcottlsh fishing village situated at the north end of
LO&H FYNE, Lying in NEWTON EBAY were three iW8.78s PeM.8e
"St. Hellier", H.M.S5. "Brigadier™ and H.¥.S5, "Duke of &Argyle",

Off Admiral jaanh were moored flotillas of small lunding craft
of various types while L.C.Ts. were anchored between Admirsl

.~ and H.E, besichea. Woored to one side of the pler itself were
numerous other types of landing craft, nainly L.,C.A8., L.C.Ps.
and L.C.Ma,
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5. Traln was moat concentrated and boegan as far .
the Infaptry batfalions were concerned with exerclises from _
dummies on land, The early stages of tralning took place during

the day so a8 to familiarize troops with landing exercises «f
which would subsequently talke place at night, Included in the
training were ropes climbing and cliff scaling also practice on
scranble nete progressing to dumpy L.C.A, and wire crossing.

Scramble Nets.

i . Ss Four ad%%éblh nets ure erected on an opeh space.of
ground. These are construeted of steel frames, some twenty to
thirty feet bBlgh and spproximately fifteen feet In width from
which rope nets are bunpg and secured, "Usiially compinies were
detalled for this sprk during a mornin? or afternoon period,
' 8 the men going up and over 1in platoons under the direction of
' -, . their indipidusl platoon commanders. Actually climbing this
¢ . met seemad To present. more difficulties t one slung from
! . . i:the side of & ship for one had liftle purchase for the feet
on the practice nets, wheress, the slde of ths 5hip helped in
this respect. In battle order and carrying weapons slung it
required a good deal of strength, particularly in the arms,
Instructors were careful to point out that the horlzontal bar
in the net wus for use of tha feet only and shouldSiever be
used as & grip for .the fdands; the vertieal beingcﬂgﬁd for the
latter purpose, , The reason being thet should one's grip slip
. on the veptical rope there was always a4 chance for Tecovery.
. Gertainly the practice on these nets pgave one confldence when
¢~ lager it was negassery to board snd dlseubark by this means in
complete dsriness [rom L.C.Is, ' oy il b

Dummy L.U.i8. &nd Wire Crossing.

74 fooden dummies which are replicas, in dimension and
general structure, of an L.U.&. are used in the first stages
of this tralning,. These dwamies, three In number, are built
at the bottoﬁ'o? a rorward slope, the upper part of the slope
c1itself at & diatance of thirty yards cr se from the dummles
being wired with concertina. The men are instructed in the
method of loading a craft; the lmportance of the'various
individuals in secctlons taklng thelr proper places and how and
. .ot . Ain what order Stinese ssctions moved out onh bedching., Wire
parties usually consiscing of three men ruah from the craft
4 o immediately the door or rapp goes down and under covering fire
¥ (generally from a Sren gunmer in the forward 'furret) “make for
the wire carrying taree rolls cf chicken or rabbit wire. One
method is for two men %o carry cne roll while the third follows
. up carrying the other, Ths rolls aré then thrown over the
' barbed wire and gaps cut, 1 necepsary, by the wire cutters,
Having prepared the gaps the wire party take up positions so as
%o give covering Ilre for the sectlons to follow. "A further
advance in this training 1s made when similar exercises are
carried out from moored L.C.As. Three of these craft were
moored on the shore of & small loch, LOCH'DUBH, Hers procedure
was simllar except that the men betame lfamiliur with the craflt
itself though shese were esarlier podels of L.C.AB.

8. Progressing from this stage métn are loaded into
bemched craft which go offshore some dlstance, turn about and
come in for the practice sssault landings. These assaults were
... carried oug both by plateons and ccmpanlfes as a préparation for
‘ginilar operations at night., In the Tinal sthgea loading of
eraft usually took place from ah L.D.I,” Troops wers taken out
£0 tha, Leb«ls, by drifters, going aboard the mother ship up the
seramble nets. The varigus platoons were all given serial
_numbers and remained below decks, An orders group is held with




\ . ]

-

-
L I

[
]

all Navy and Army officers concerned present, &lso all coxswains
of eraft, at which time an explenatory lecture 1s glven by the
M.L.O. (Military Landing Officer) and all platoon and company
commanders are introduced to thelr naval opposite numbers.
Platoon and other commanders now return to thelr formations
below deck and just previous to zero hour the N.L.0. gives a
talk over the ship's loudspeaker with a general explanation of
how serials will move, the necessity for no lights and a strlet
observance of sllence, etc. At zero hour all lights are
extinguished, aerial nulibaers are called by the M,L.0. at which
signal platoons move to thelr boat statlions guided by a naval
rating. The men then go over the slde down the scrambleé nets
into thelr respective craft. On occasion the lunding craft
themselves were winched up to deck levels by specially con-
structed davits made of structural steel. "

9.  'Berilals called, the platoons come up from below, cross
by & small platform Into the craft wiilch are then lowered into
the water. It was carefully explained to the troops that the
eraft would be dropped when about two or thres feet above the
water. This was done In order to avold danger of capsizing

" in a rough sea or swell should one end of the craft be water-
borne earlier than the other., The L.U.As. move off as soon as
loadpd and assemble in whatever lormatlion 1s declded in order to
approach the beach for the assault landing. At this stage and
before landing the coxswaln or other naval 0.C. of the craft

is in full command. An interesting point arose in this training
due to the reorganizstion of the infantry platoon. The L.C.As.
were désligned to carry the former establlishment and now of course,
with an overflow, a rrangesment must be made to accommodate the
extra men, so that a full platoon 1s not necessarlly embarked

in one craft. . -

Artiliery. £ !
A0, The loadlng of artillery Into L.0.Ts. presented various
problems. Fleld artillery was loaded by driving fully limbered
Anto the craft, when the llmber and gun were man-handled by the
crewa and furned sbout. The quads (tractors) were driven out and
then backed in once more, #o that when llmbered up, all was in
readiness to move out immediately on beaching. is far a&s L.A.A.
(Bofors) was concerned this procedure could not be sdopted because
of the length of the gun and carriage. This necessitated lirst
unlimbering on the beach, man-handling the gun backward into
the oraft and finally backing the tractor in when the gun was
limbered up once more. In sll instances of nan-handling guns
ineluding anti-tank 1t was necessary for gun crews to team up
and haul in with tow ropes. At this early stage of the tralning
loading took place in daylight from Admiral beach. The L.C.Ts.
then proceeding to other beuaches such as ARDNHO where the artlllery
unloaded, went through such exercises as thelr battery commanders
had arranged, theaes usually of short duration so that &« return
to the craft and a further practice in loading and unloading
could be gone through, :

1l. All of this tralning led up to night operations,
Conditions variled considerably from nights which were fulrly
clear to on occasion, moonlit conditions, but mostly vislbility
was pooyr with driving rain., Beach conditions varied also from
rocky surfaces which meant Hard work in man-handling the guns to
surfaces of gaiparative smoothness. The backing of venicles up
" the ramp and into the craft was directed ‘usually by the troop
sergeant nsing a serles of hand signals. This required some skill
' on the part of the driver and at night, wlth no lights allowed,
he had to rely on signals which were piven by means of a hand
torch. Much importande, as 1in all of thess operations, was

attached to the time eloment and 1t was surprising how gulckly
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and skillfully the crews handled thelr guns lftur 80 short &
period of " trlining. 4 :
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iz, ) 10 ¥ar 43 I went on hoard Hix Najoltj'l Rospitnl
Carrier ST. AHDREW" fn order to make dpuwings s&nd sketcies of
an excroise in which wounded wers to be svacuated from SALMON
BEACH and brought out to the hospitai carrier by'}nnu oraft.
The §th Fleld Ambulance, H.C.A,M.C., 5rd Infantry Brigade were
engaged in this exercise. Duties which normelly would be carried
out by the T.A.W.C, were taken over by K.C.R.M.C, personnel for
purposes of training The lattir, for Inatans-, prbvidgg & party
of twenty %to aot as atratohor beuarers aboard ship snd also a
party of nineteen 0,Hs. to form a beach dressing station.
Casualties were plcked up By sectlon stretcher bearers and brought
to the beach dressing station where they were loaded Into L.C.As.
"The men acted us casualties and these, including. badly wounded
and shocked cases, were alongside the "ST. ANDREW" in an
L.CuAs Or other type of landing oraft and various methods of .
taking wounded abourd were used, the Hoil-nobartihn utr.tnhqr
being one while u box-type of carrier containing the patient and
streteher was another. A less secure method was that of passing
~ loops sbout the Tour hundlul of the stretcher, and, saa In the

two former 1natnncon, hauling away by block and taokln fron a
davit. ) :

..1'

13. Casualties were received st the boat deck by stretcher
bearsrs who carried them down a spesclally conatructed, gently
gsloping, rasp which led from this deck over one of the hatchways

. to the lower deck. Painted signa gdve directions to the various
wards. The Tirst was the receptlon ward. This reception ward was
formerly a lounge and now, stripped, had a series of benches on
the starboard slde where walking wounded were attended to and
labelled. Down 1ts length were three built-up wooden box~11lke
structures sbout the width of a stretcher and approximately 3§
feet high. ' Strétcher bearers placed thelr stretohers on to the
boxes which were provided with steam Heat by a serles or pipes

80 that the casualty, If suffering rrom sxtreme cold or shock,
would be kept reasonably warm during ‘a dlagnosis, ThHis was done
by a M.0. msaslisted by a Staff-Sergesnt, & sister and four -
orderlies. The casualty having bsen hivcn any necessary inJootionl
was labelled and removed by the stretcher bearers to the varlous
casualty wardas. Thess were excellently equipped with a cheerful
atmospheré. On board also was & small operating room. The

"ST. ANDREW" was previously a Channel Island steamer and her
converalon in%o a hospital carrier tpp-ared to be a4 most efficlent
and ingenlous plece of design.

¥

hngincorl.

14. Englineers carried out nh-ir normal role of bridge
building, demollitions, etc., and an interesting operation which
included the construction of & "fish quay" for landing of vehicles
from an L.C.T., such a structure belng necessary where beach or
shore conditions made 1t Imposslible to beach the craft eand drive
the vehlcles directly ashore. This operation was carried out by
No.4 Fileld Company, R.C.H. : =X .

16. . On Sunday, 14 March, T visited R.E. beach where the
engineers had assembled a three-pler pontoon raft on which they
then ersoted a lpcoially adapted Bailsy bridge super-structure.

The "lohyg landing bay" was then loaded and the raft towsd to the
head of & pler upon which sheer legs had been erected, by whioch
means the long bay was to be hauled Into position on the pler.

The raft was anchored off the pler and the long landing bay drawn
up by block und tackle. This formed a bridge from the pontoon raft
to the pier. An L.C.T. with vehicles aboard was then navigated
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into position so that its ramp when lowered was supported by the
Balley bridge. The vehicle wus then driven off down the ramp :
on to the pontoon raft and up the landing bay to the pler,

16. The culminating point In all of this tralning for each
of the two brigades was reached in two schemes, "DALMALLY" and
"EAOLE". Generally speaking these exercises wers desligned so that
the brigade would function as a whole in combined operations
under conditions of both day and night. Asssult landings had to
be made in order to establish bridgeheads. Certain objectives
such a8 airflelds were to be captured. Engineers were engaged

in demolition and bridging operations. Pleld, Light A.A. and
anti-tank artillery were landed from L.C.Ts. and glven supporting
roles, A certain amount of alr co-operation was provided by bombing
attacks, dropping of flares at night and the laying of smoke-
screens while assault landings were taking place. An outstanding
feature of all of this training was the morale of the troops,

During & concentrated and continuous period of day and night
training, often under difficult conditions and at times with

little sleep, the good spirits and kden enthusiasm displayed

was qulite marked. '
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