NOTE

This is a preliminary narrative and should not be regarded
as authoritative. It has not been checked for accuracy in
all aspects, and its interpretations are not necessarily
those of the Historical Section as a whole,

Ce texte est préliminaire et n'a aucun caractére officiel.
On n'a pas vérifié son exactitude et les interpretations
qu'il contient ne sont pas nécessairement celles du Service
historique.

Directorate of History
National Defence Headguarters
Ottawa, Canada

K1A OK2

July 1986




et (e the o B0 4 oy Al e e e

England and'ﬂ;i;a,

L

e N L L

Quarter-Inch,
Sheets 8,11,12. REPORT NO. 94. ECLAS
: by CEET
HISTORICAL OFFICERU
. CANADIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS <

A lugj

G.H.Q. Txercise "SPARTAH"™, March, 1943,

1. This Report deals wlith the very lmportant Exerclse
known by the codename "SPARTAN", conducted by G.H.Q. Home
Forces in southern and central England during the first half
of March, 19453. Thils was one of the largest exerclses ever
conducted 1n Great Britain. In the number of troops employed
it was probably second only to Ixercise "BU/PER", conducted
in September and October, 1941 (see Report lio. 49). In
"BUNMPFR", a total of twelve divisions, of which three were
armoured, took part, In "SPARTAN", the total number of
divislons was ten, of which rfour were armoured; but a very
large number of Corps and Army troops were also involved., No
actual numericsl total for the number of troops partlicipating
has been seen,

e, Whereas in "BUMPER" Lt.-CGep. McNaughton (then
commanding Cdn Corps, now designated 1 Cdn Corps) acted as a
Corps Commander under the orders of Lt.-Gen. (now General Sir
Harold) Alexander, in "SPARTAN" he commanded the larger of

the two opposing Armies, and had under his direction a total
of six divisions plus large numbers of ancillary troops, This
was probably the largest force ever commanded in the field by
a Tanadlan ofTicer,

Se Of the six divisions under General HcNaughton's
command, three were Canadian: 2 Cdn Div, 3 Cdn Div and 5 Cdn
Armd Div. 1 Cdn Div did not participate, owling to the absence
successlvely of 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes on comblned training In
Scotland (see Report No. 93). During the Ixerclse, H.Qe 1

Cdn Div ussumed the operatlonal responsibilities on the coast
of Sussex normally carried by H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, in an anti-raid
role; and an ad hoc force organlized by the Canadlan Keln-
forcement 'nlts and known as "Greek Brigade" was provided to
supplement the available troops of 1 Cdn Dilv for this purpose.
4 Cdn Armd Div was still completing its training and moblliza-
tion and did not participate in the Exerclse,

4, Two Cuanadian Corps Headquarters took part: H.Q.

1l Cdn Corps, under Lt.-Oen. H.D.G. Crerar, and H.Q. 2 Cdn
Corps, under Lt.-Gen. E.W. Sansom, which had been organized
only in the previous January, H.Q. First Cdn Army functioned
a8 a fleld headquarters Tor the {irst time, under the desig-
nation, "H.Q. Second Army".

5. Unlike "BMPFR", thls was an offensive exerclse, in
which the Army commanded by General McHaughton was assumed to
be advancing from a bridgehead on the Continent of Europe,
already established by another British Army. The description
of "SPARTAN" in The Times (London) of 23 Mar 43 as "The
greatest offensive exerc.se ever staged in the military history
of these islands" would appear to be an accurate one,

6. The Canadian 0Official Historlan will presumably not
require an extremely detailed narrative of thls exercise, which
nevertheless was an episode well worthy of his notlce.
Attention 1s directed to two publications of G.H.Q. Home
Morces: G.H.Q. Ixercise "Spartan", March, 1945: Narratlve
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of Fvents; and G.H.Q. Exercise "Spartan , March, IvdoiComments
by Commander-in-Chief, Home Forcoa. Copies of these have been
placed on C.M.H.@Q. file 2/IX SPARTAN/1/2, and these publications
have been heavily drawn upon 1n the account that follows., The
object of the present Report 1is merely to provide a brief
outline of the operations for the purposes of the 0fflicial
Historian,

Te The wrlter was present at Headquarters, Second Army
from 1 Mar to 12 Mar,

OPPOSING FORCES AND GENERAL IDEA

8. The forces avallable to the two opposing commanders
were as follows:

BRITISH

First Canadian Army (Second Army). Commanded by Lt.-Gen,
At(;.j-ll fﬂcﬂaufhton, C-Bo I ] (J Pﬁ.Gu‘ L) .0.

1l Cdn Corps:

2 Cdn Inf Div
3 Cdn Inf Div
1l Cdn Army Tk Bde

2 Cdn Corps:

Guards Armd Div
5 Cdn Armd Div

12 Corps:

43 Div
53 Div

"Z" Mobile Composite Group, R.A.I"y Commanded by Alr Vice-
Marshal J. Whitworth-Jones, C.B.

1 M,0.R.Us (Moblle Operations Room Unit)

121, 122, 123 and 124 Airfleld H.Q.

16, 26, 170, 289, 400, 414 (F.R.) Squadrons,
R.A.F. and R.C.A.P,

19, 129, 132, 247, 412, 504, 616 (F.) Squadrons,
R.A.F. anéd R.C.A.F.

174, 175, 182, 184 (Army Support) Sguadrons,R.A.F.

88, 228 (Light Bomber) Squadrons, R.A.F.

GIRMAN

rastern Commend (Sixth Army). Commanded by Lt.-Gen. J.A.H.
Gammell, C.B., D.3.0., M.C.

8 Corps:

9 Armd Div
42 Armd Div

11 Corps:

49 Inf Div
61 Inf Div

Buckinghamshire Brigade Group (flve Bns, one Armd Car
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"X" Mobile Composite Group, R.A.F, Commanded by Air
Vice-Marshal J.0. Andrews, C.B., D.S5.0., M.C,

2, 4, 169, 268, 613 (F.R.) Squadrons, R.A.F.

124, 167, 303, 350, 411, 421, 453 (F.) Squadrons,
R.A.FF. and R.C.A.F,

181, 183 (Army Support) Squadrons, R.A.F.

21, 98, 464, 487 (Light Bomber) Squadrons, H.i.F.

9. On each slde, the Army Commander and the R.A.F.

Group Commander worked on the same level of command in
co=operatlion, nelther being subject to the orders of the other.
It wlll be noted that the divisions of 12 Corps were "Divisions"
on the new organization, l.e., composed of two infantry
brigades and one army tank brigade; whereas those of 1l Corps
were "Infantry Divisions" on the old organization, 1.e.,
comprisin; three Iinfantry brigades. In accordance with the
views of QGeneral kcNaupgnton on this question (see Heport 1o.91),
both Canadlan infantry divisions involved were of course on

the old organization. All the armoured divisions taking part

in the exercise were on the new organization, based upon one
armoured brigade and one Infantry brigade,

10, The general 1dea underlying the exercise was that
England (representing part of the Continent of Furope adjacent
to the British Tsles) was dlvided into three separate countries,
the boundaries of which met In the vicinlty of STRATFORD-UPONe
AVON, Yastland, lying east of a boundary following the

general line ASHROURNE - STRATFORD - SLOUGH, and including the
"fortress of LONDON", which however was not under the command
of the German Army Commander, had been occupled by the Cei'mans,
Westland, the territory west of the general line ASHBOURNE -
STRATFORD - GLOUCESTER, was neutral. The lnstructlons issued
to General McNaughton by G.H.Q. (B.F.F.), represented by

G.H.Q. Home Forces (copy attached to Comments of C.=-in-C. as
Appx "A") informed hlm that the British Government had decided
to attack the German forces in l'astland by an operation
launched through Southland. Thls would be carriled out in two
stages: (a) the seizure of bridgeheads in Kent, Sussex and
Hampshire, by I'irst Army in co-operatlon with U.S. forces; and
(b) the subsequent invasion of ICastland across the unfortifled
frontler between "Tastland and Southland by Second Army under
General McNaughton's command. General McNaughton's task was to
selze HUNTINCDON, the capital of Eastland, "as rapidly as
possible", His operations were to be directed between the
fortress of LONLDON and the Westland frontler, both exclusive,
He was informed that, coincident with his operation, additlional
attacks under a separate commander would be launched against
the coast of Fastland to pin down eneny formations manning
coast defences,

11, Instructions i1ssued to Genersl Cammell by H.Q. Army
Group West, represented, as in the case of G.H.Q., B.E.F., by
G.H.Q. Home Forces (Comments of C.-in-C., Appx "B") informed
him that a Britlsh attack through Southland was probable, and
that in the event of this taking place his task would be to
resist an Allled invasion of Fastland from the direction of
Southland untlil he could be reinforced. He was warned that
the retention of HUNTINGDON was vital, and was informed that
if it would assist his operation he might plan to occupy
Southland up to the line GLOUCISTFR - CIRENCESTFR - HUNGERFORD -
NTWBURY and thence along the line of the rivers KENNET and
THAMES to LONDON. He was not to cross the frontier, however,
without permission of H.{(. Army Group vwest,

12, The appreclations of the two commanders are outlined
in G.H.Q. Narrative (paras. 10, 14-18). General McNaughton,
on the basis ol the fact that his information indicated that the
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German forces were dlspoasd in two groups divided by the WaSH
and the FEN country, decided that it was desirable to place his
force between these two groups In order to defeat them in detall.
He therefore planned to throw 1 Cdn Corps as rapldly as possible
into the area between [HORTHAMPTON and HUNTINGDON, wnlle 2 Cdn
Corps advanced Into the area BANHURY - TOWCISTER - BICFESTFR
with a view to destroying any German armour in this area and
covering the left flank of 1 Cdn Corps. 12 Corps would move
forward to secure the area SAFFI"RON WALDEN - CAMBRIDGE and cover
the rlght flank of 1 Cdn Corps. “Subsequently 1 Cdn Corps and

2 Cdn Corps would advance to destroy German forces north and
west of the line PETFERBOROUGH « BANBURY, covered on the right

by 12 Corps.

13. The C.-in-C. Home Forces (Comments, paras, 11-15)
eriticised this appreciation on the ground that it assumed that
there would be no German reaction to Alllied landings in Southland
and no serious opposition until the Fastlund frontler had been
crossed, He further suggested that instead of advancing with

1l Cdn Corps stralght across the THAWES 1t would have been

better to have conducted the mein advance "through the more

open country and across the smaller obstacles “FST of the
THAMYS, delaying the inal wheel NORTH-EAST to HUNTINGDON until
NORTH of OXFORD".

14, The C.-1n-C. also criticised the British plan in that,
as a result of this CGeneral 5taff appreclatlon, it was assumed
that no bridging would be required up to the Eastland territory.
The lack of "a clear brldging poliecy," he noted, ceused many
difficulties,

15. The German commander's appreclatlon was that the

most dangerous British advance would probably take place west
of the THAMES. He planned therefore to fight if possible on

a "prepared battleground" north of BANBUKY, hedged round with
demolitions, or aiternatively to move down Lhe east bank of

the TIAMYS and destroy any forces croasing south of OXFORD
before they could bridge the river and get their supporting
weapons across, (General Gammell concelved hls plan as u door
swinging on a hinge in the south-west CHILTURNS and admlitting
the enemy to hils prepared battlefield. The C.-in-C. Home
Forces (Comments, paras. 17 1'f,) describes (General Cammell's
analysls as "detalled and sound" but not without weaknesses.
The Important "hinge" was too weakly held, and when 1t cracked
"the whole structure of the delfence falled". MNoreover, General
Gammell's plan for withdrawal "tled 8 Corps to an unsuitable
defensive role, and involved the surrender of the excellent
tank country WIST of the THAMFS without a fight". The plan
also proved unduly rigid, partly due to the large-scale
demollitlon plan adopted, which hampered the Germans 1in operatlons
and partly to "the conviction of the GFRMAN Commander that the
enemy would react in the way he had foreseen". The C.-in-C,
Home [forces considers that General Gammell would have been
wiser to have poslitlioned 1] Corps behind the THAMFES in the
WALLINGFORD - HENLLCY area, with 8 Corps left intact in the sarea
of the COTSWOLDS to act against the British left flank,

PRFLIMINARY MOVEMENTS

16. In accordance with his Instructions from G.H.Q.,
General lclNaughton concentrated the Zecond Army &s follows
(Second Army Cperation Order No. 1, 18 Feb 43: C.H.H.Q. Tile
2/TX SPARTAN/1). 12 Corps was concentrated in the general
area TUNBRIDGE TLLS = HURSTPICRPOINT (Q73). Second Army
Troops were concentrated in the general area BILLIKOGSHURST
(Q54) - AMBFRLEY (Q43) = PETWORTH (Q44). 1 Cdn Corps was
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concentrated north of PORTSMOUTH, in the general area

HASLIMERE (Q35) = BISHOP'!'S WALTHAM (US3). 2 Cdn Corps,
representing the major portion of Second Army armour, was
concentrated further to the west 1ln the general area
MICHELMERSH (U74) - WINMBORNE MINSTER (U42), south of SALISBURY.
These areas represented those In which the Second Army was
assumed to have assembled following 1ts landing, and were
covered by the bridgehead position assumed to be held by [First
Army. Concentration of Canadian formstions was to be completed
by 2400 hrs 2 MHar 43; of 12 Corps, by 0600 hrs & Mar.

17, A8 a result of further Instructions frou G.H.Q.,
Second Army Operation Order No.2 was l1ssued on 27 Feb, This
lald down that on the night 3/4 ¥ar Second Army would assume
responsibllity for the defence of the brldgehead from
GUTLDFORD to WILTON (US5), taking over from First Army
divislons wlithdrawing tc base sub area. The forward edge of
the bridgehead was to be advanced to the line ALTON (Ql5) -
HICH"LDEVER STATION (US6) - ANDOVER - WILTON. 1 Cdn Corps
would move into the general area GUILDFORD - ALTON, and 2 Cdn
Corps into the general area HURSTBOURNE PrIORS (U86) - excl,
SALISBURY. 1 Cdn Corps would include in 1ts defended
localities the HOG'S SACK between GUILDFORD and ALDFRSHOT

and the nigh ground to the west as far as the vicinlty of
ALTON. 2 Cdn Corps would similarly include in 1ts localltles
HAREWOOD FOREST (UB6) and the high ground between SALISBURY
and STOCKBRIDGE (U756). These positlions were to be occupled by
0600 hrs on 3 Mar. No troops were to advance north of the line
of the advanced bridgehead until further orders from Second
Army.

18, These moves were duly carrled out and the two
Canadian Corps were in their places by the early morning of

S Mar, H.Q. First Cdn Army, functioning for the exerclse as
HeQ. Second Army, moved from 1ts normal statlion near
LEATHTRHEAD and opened at 1800 hrs on 1 Mar at ALGONCUIN CANP,
WITLTY COMMON (south-west of GODALMING).

18. Meanwhile the German Hixth Army had been concentrated
by General (Gamnell close to the Southland frontler with 8

Corps in the north, 1l Corps in the centre and the Bucks Bde

in the south (G.H.Q. Narrative, para.24).

BRILF NARRATIVI OF THE EXERCISE

20, Control had arranged to confront both Force
Commanders "wlth unexpscted situations at the start of the
operatlons" (Comments, para. 23) to test the flexibility of
their plans, 1In the case of the German commander, the surprise
was the Information given him that at Tlrst light on 4 Mar
several British landings had been effected on the EFastland
coast between CLACTON-ON-SEA and LOWESTOFT. The elffect of
this was that he could no longer count on receiving reinforce-
ments after one week, as had been rforecast, but might have to
fight unaided for a longer period, "On recelipt of this
informatlion the Commander rightly declded to adhere to his
original plan, but it would clearly be neceasary under the
changed conditions to strike at the enemy nharder and more
frequently in order to check his advence for a longer period”
(Comments, para, 24),

21, In the case of the British commander, the surprise
confronting him was the fact that the Germans were given
permission to invade Southland at a time when Second Army was
8till tled to Its bridgehead by instructions from G.H.Q.

In pursuance of this permission, enemy forces crossed the
frontier at 2400 hrs on the night 3/4 Mar, This information,
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was received Iin the Operations Pllter Room at H.Qe. Second
Army at 0415 hrs (Ops Filter Room Log).

22, At 1100 hrs on 1 Mar, Second Army had lssued a
warnlng order to 1ts formations to be prepared to advance from
the brldgehead on 5 Mar at first light, subject to confirmatlon
at 1000 hrs 4 Mar. Second Army Operation Order No.3, 1ssued

at 2140 hrs 2 Mar, contained detailed instructions for the
proposed movement. This Order will not be described in detail
here (it will be found on the "G" War Diary of H.Q. Second
Army) but the most genersal provisions of it may be quoted:

INTENTION

4 Sscond Army will attack in the direction
WINCHESTER U94 - OXFORD P92 -~ HUNTINGDON LE9
and break in the GENMAN centre.

HETHOD

S l Cén Corps will maeke main attack astride
the line ALTON Q15 ~ ABINGDON P91 - STONY STRATFORD
L25 - KIMBOLTON Lb58,

6 2 Cdn Corps will adv astride the line
SALISBURY US55 = CFIPPING NORTON P74 = NORTHANMFTON
128, and destroy CTRMAN armd fmns which threaten
from the North and West the L of C of Second Army
or left flank of 1 Cdn Corps.

7 12 Corps, when relecased by GHQ, will secure
the right of Second Army, initially by attacking
astride the line FAPITHAN Q26 - READING Q19 =
WATLINGTON L11 - LUTON Lb54,.

23, At 0600 hres 4 Mar, in view of the reported enemy
advance, H.,Q. Second Army asked G.H.Q. to confirm Zero for

the advance; the reply was that "This was now redundant", and
when permlssion to move troops forward of the brldgehead was
requested, Second Army was referred to its own "G" Umpilre

who refused 1t,

24, At 0844 hrs, however, H.(. Second Army received
from G.H.Q. confirmation of the southward movement of the
enenmy, and details of the routes on which columns were moving,
Second Army was further Informed that the concentration of

12 Corps was estimated to be complete at 2400 hrs 4 Mar, at
which time G.H.Q. would release it to Second Army. In view
of the information now available, the Commander-in-Chlef
directed Second Army to begln the advance as soon as posslble,
At 0944 and 0948 hrs, in conssquence, 1 and 2 Cdn Corps were
informed by telephone Trom Army that foremost troops were to
cross the start line at 1200 hrs that day.

25, The comments of the C.-ln-C. on the beglnning of
the advance may be guoted:

26. In spite of this surprise the BRITISH force

was on the move in four to flive hours after recelipt
of the order at Army /eadquarters. Formatlions

had not, however, been grouped in their concentration
areas by 4 March in a sultable layout for a quick
get-away and there was consequently some confusion
during the early stages of the advance, whilst
reconnalssance units foupght their way forward past
other columna on the road to lead the advance and

whillat suitable regrouping was carrled out. In view
of the difrficultiea the snead with which tha advance




Jommandera and staffs were, however, slow to
appreciate the probable result of demolitlions which
the enemy might be expected to carry out in the
changed conditions.

£6. General McNaughton had declded to adhere to his
original plan, and the advance was conducted on these lines.
Contact was made with enemy reconnalssance elements as soon as
the advance began. They did not nowever serlously Impede it.
By 2400 hra 4 Mar, Second Army advanced troops "had reached

a line roughly along the rivers XUNNFT and THAMES" (Second
Army Tntelligence Summary lLo.6)}. The river KENNET, which
flows Into the TIAMES at FEADING, forms with the LOWER THAMES
a continuous river line on which the enemy army was preparing
to stand,

27, One lmportant penetration of this line was at once
effected at SONNING (Q.2095) below RFADING. Here troops of

2 Cdn Dlv succeeded in selzing the bridge across the THAMES
"partially intact", It had been prepared for demolition but
left unblown bty the commander of the Bucks BEde in case he
might want to use it. Protectlon provided for it was
inadequate, and the result was that it was captured in
condition passable for carrlers (Comments, para.27). Although
the C.-1n-C, states that this took place on 5 Mar, the G.H.Qu
Rarrative (para,32) states that a bridgehead had bLeen
established here by 2400 hrs 4 Mar. The latter statement 1is
probably correct, as at 2230 hrs 4 Mar "PHANTOM" (G.H.Q.
Lialson Regt) reported the SONNING bridge open (Ops Filter Rcom
Logz, H.Q. Second Army).

28, The following day (5 Mar) witnessed the development
of thils penetratlion by 2 Cdn Div. The misfortune suffered by
the Germans at SONNING had in fact, in the C.-in-C's phrase,
"eracked the main pivot of the defence, and caused the successlve
withdrawal of forces from the WF2T flank to bolster it up,
leading ultimately to the scrapping of the GFERMAN Cowmmander's
plan for trapping the enemy NORTH of BANBURY" (Comments, para.
28). "By 1110 hours two brigades of 2 (Canadian Infantry
Divislion were across the THAMIS at SONNING and the brldgehead
had been extended to a depth of six mliles. A sharp air

attack later damaged the bridge and caused traffic dislocation
In the tcwn." (Narratlve, para.44.)

29. Further to the west, 3 Cdn Dlv developed a bridgehead
across the KENNET in the NEWBURY area. S3till further west,

2 Cdn Corps patrols, after temporarily losing touch, regained
contact with troops of 42 Armd Div on the llne of the TilAMES
between ABINGDON and LFCHLADE. 5 Cdn Armd Div entered

WANTAGY that evening,

30. In these circumstances the German commander, at
midnight 5/6 Mar, ordered a withdrawal. Bucks Bde, which had
had 146 Inf Bde under command, was to withdraw to the area
PRINCFE RISBOROUGH - COOKHAM (LO3). 8 Corps, with both its
armoured divisions under command, would take over all
responsibility north of OXFORD, and 11 Corps would have one
division east of OXFORD and north of the THAME, and one just
east of AVLF3BURY. The Cerman wlithdrawal was executed during
the night 5/6 Mar, and with the exception of certain units of
Bucks Bde, which had been badly mauled by 2 Cdn Div, most of
the German force reached its new positions during the morning
of 6 Mar. That afternoon General Gammell decided to withdraw
further and concentrate bshind the GRAND UNION CANAL, which runs
north-west from LONDON by the general line HEMEL HWMPSTIAD -
FFENY STRATFORD - RUGEY. 11 Corps was ordered to concentrate
in two strong areas east of the canal (north of LEIGHTON
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north of OXFPORD until the morning of 7 Mar and then cover the
flank of 1l Corps durlng 1ts wlthdrawal; while Bucks 3Zde was
to conform to the movement of 11 Corps and protect its left
flank (G.H.Q. larrative, para. 49).

3l. General McNaughton decided to continue to strike on
the right, and to relieve 1 Cdn Corps between HENLEY and
WALLINGFORD, when that line had been made good, with 12 Corps,
which was now moving up from lts concentration area. 1 Cdn
Corps would then extend its front leftwards to WANTAGE. For
the moment General lMcNaughton held back his armour; 2 Cdn
Corps remained on the high ground south of the line WANTAGE =
SWINI'ON, protecting the left flank of 1 Cdn Corps.

32 During 6 Mar 1 Cdn Corps pushed forward, following

the withdrawing enemy. The llne HINL!Y - ABINGDON was reached
by 1030 hrs, and that evening 2 Cdn Div continued the advance

In the area =ast of ABINCDON. The advancs of 12 Corps from its
concentration area was slow (Narrative, para.5l); but by night-
fall of & Mar the majorlty of 1its formations had reached their
new areas in the region MARLOW - HINLEY,

33, During 6/7 Mar, General McNaughton, as a result of

the capture of a 49 Div Operation Order reveallng the Cerman
Intention to withdraw piveting on Bucks Bde, gave consideration
to the idea of moving 2 Cdn Corps east across the THAMIE® between
WALLINGFORD and ABINGDON through 1 Cdn Corps, with a view to

its making a wide sweep round the enemy's rear. Preliminary
orders to this effect were 1ssued at 2325 hrs 6 Mar.

34. This plan, the execution of which would have been a
complicated and difficult process, was subsequently abandoned.
General McNaughton resolved Iinstead to adhere to his original
design of using 2 Cdn Corps in a wide sweep to the west, which
he consldered would now offer the best chance of destroylng

the German Army before it could be reinforced. At 1740 hrs

7 llar, accordingly, orders were lssued by H.Q. Second Army to
the effect that on the following day the German Army would be
enveloped and destroyed. 12 Corps was to advance on the axis
WATLINGTON (L1l) = LUTON (L54); 1 Cdn Corps on the axis
ABINGDON = STONY STRATFORD - KIMBOLTON (L58); and 2 Cdn Corps
astride the line HUNGERFORD (U78) - CIRFNCESTIR (P42) -

SOUTHAM (P88). The last named formation was to position itselfl
in the area HFLLIDON (P9678) - TOWCESTFR (L16) = BRACKLIKY (LOS),
its task belng to sever the communications of the 3ixth Arny
running south through NORTIHAMPTON and RUGBY, and to bring to
battle and destroy the German 8 Corps (Massage 20 285).

38, On thls order the C.-1n-C. remarks as follows:

31l. The final declslon to move £ Canadlan Corps
up the WFST flank waes undoubtedly the correct one,
but 1ts results were disappointing owing to its
slow advance and to tactical and administrative
mistakes In 1ts handling.

36, As pointed out by G.H.Q. Narrative, the main fighting
up to this time had been between 2 Tdn Div and Bucks Bde, and
the latter had suffered conslderably. & Cdn Div had also been
engaged. "The advance of both divisions had been considerably
affected by the German demolitlon plan" (para. 70).

e The very elaborate enemy demclitions threw, in fact,
a very heavy burden upon the engineers of Second Army, and
stretched their bridging resources to the limit. The comments
of the C.=1n-C. on the orliginal British appreciation In thls
matter have been quoted, Dealing with it further, he observed,
"Plans for bridging......never caught up with operations and
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were never more than one day ahead of the advance", Disregarding
technlcal detalls, his general comment on this matter may be
noted:

80. A total of slixty bridges was constructed during

the operatlions of which about half were actually used,
the other half beilng on token sites. Though the
preliminary organization of work was sometimes slow the
sappers showed great keenness and technical skill. Some
very pood performarnces were achieved, a notable example
being the construction at night in 14 hours of the
Balley pontoon bridge at PANGEOURNT by 13 Canadian Army
"leld Company, a unit which had not previously handled
this type of eqgulipment.

38. The C.-in-C. points out (para.B86) that elaborate
demolition plans are apt to become "double edged weapons", and
in cthis case the Germans during 6-8 Har would have been unable
to operate against 2 Cdn Corps, had they desired to do so,
without bridgring.

39. The bridging aspect of the exerclse 1s well
1llustrated by Vap "D" appended to the G.H.{. Narrative, on
which the locatlion and classification of each bridge constructed
is clearly shown.

40. 2 Cdn Corps was to begin its advance towards
CIRTNCESTTR and SOUTHAM at 1900 hrs 7 Mar (Second Army
Intelligence Summary No.$9), moving on two roads with Gds Armd
Div leading. As already noted, the advance proved slow, and

the Army Commander's hopes for a successul enveloping move were
not reallized. The G.H.Q. Narrative yives the following account
of the move of 2 Cdn Corps:

85, The distances for this move were 48 and 635 miles
respectlively for the two roads., C(Cuards armoured Division
due %o start at 1930 hours on 7 MARCH was delayed. All
preparations had been made for a move FAST and dispositlions
had to be changed. 'nits and lower ormations started

from a half to three hours late. The division arrived

In its concentratlon area at 0900 hours next morning.

5 Canadlan Armoured Divlsion was stlll arriving at 2225
hours the next evening., The average speed was 5 m.i.h.

The night was & dark one. Yo lignts were allowed
and enemy patrols lmposed further delays. A large part
of the delay, however, was attributuble to insufficient
traffic control, Between 1550 and 1730 hours 8 MARCH
the adminlistretive group of Guards Armoured LCivision
was mixed up with the Tighting echelons of 5 Canadian
Armnoured Divislon, and 1t was thils congestlon that
delayed the concentration of the lastter formation. At
1700 hours MALM'2BURY was lmpassable. For fifteen hours
2 Cunadlen Corps was out of direct wlireless touch with
SECORD ARNY, owing partly to difficulties caused by
wireless sllence and partly by the fact that personnel
were handling new types of set very recently issued to
them,

41, In his Comments, the C.-in-C. noted that plans of
road movement and the use of trafflc control personnel were
still imperfect. "For instance", he wrote, "on 9 March a
traffie block occurred behind 2 Cesnadlan Corps which stretched
from TETBURY to CIRFNCESTER where double lines of vehicles
were lmmobile for such a length of t{lime that fighter cover

was sasked for" (para, 155). The town of CIRENCESTIR 1is
reported to have become a bad bottleneck.




42. Second Army Intelligence Summary Ne.l0, 1ssued on
the morning of' 9 iMar, mede the comment:

2. Comns wlth 2 Cdn Corps broke down fairly early on
and there 1is some doubt as to the exact posn of Gds
and 5 Cdn Armd Diva; at 0600 hrs, however they were
reported to be In the area:

MOF "PON-IN-THP-MARSH P65 = BOURTON-ON-THE-VATER
P64 - BURFORD P63.

S The advance of Second Army 1s proceeding according
to plan ena it 1s probuble that £ Corps will advance
somewhat more quickly when certain sup problems have
been overcone,

43, The suprly problems referred to appear to have been
in part at least a guestion of petrol. The G.H.Q. Narrative
refers to this matter as follows (p.27):

O Canadlan Armoured Livislon was twice reported
to be short of petrol. At the end of the advance of
9 MARCH the difficulty appears to have arisen owing
to delay in petrol vehlclss finding the unlts. The
second delay on 10 YWARCH was caused by a delay in
sending up petrol from 2nd line. 3rd line refilled
2nd line at 1130 hours but 2nd line then halted for
Lthree hours. Consequently tunks were not refilled until
1800 hours,

44, “hlle 2 Cdn Corps was thus slowly moving forward

on the left, 1 Cdn Corps was advancing Iin the centre. Second
Army Intellipgence Summary No.9, containing intelllgence to
0600 hrs 8 Mar, was able to state, "OXFORD 1s in our hands";
and Summary No.l0, issued twenty-four hours later, plsced

12 Gorps on the line GREAT WISSENDEN (L32) - WENDOVER (L32) -
KINGSEY (L12). This formation, falling lnto 1ts place on

the rlpght of Second Army, nad advanced along the line of the
CHILTERNS encounterling little oppositlion. 1 Cdn Corps had
continued to have conslderable f'ighting. "2 Canadian Infantry
Divlislon again had the severest fIghting, chiefly in the
evening (8 Mar) with a brigade of 49 Infantry Division. Both
sldes had neavy casuslties, the German formation suffering
more severely" (G.H.Q. Narrative, para. 78). By the early
morning of 9 Mar 1 Cdn Corps was reported to be on the line
CUDEINGTON (L13) - CHILTON (L13) - STANTON S$7. JOHN (LO2) -
ISLIP (PY93) - KIDLINGTON (P93) (Second Army Intelligence
Surmary No.10).

45. bur ing this period elenments of both (erman Armoured
Divislions were In actlon againat 1 Cdn Corpss On 8 Mar
"elements, including armour, of 9 Armoured Divislon" success-
fully counter-attacked a bridgehead of & Cdn Div north of
OXKFGRD, stopping the advance of thils formation for some time
(Comments, para.42). On the followlng day there was a brisk
right oetween part of 2 Gdn Div and 42 Armd Div on the
ASH'NDON feature (L13). This feature had been captured st
dawn oy 4 Cdn Inf 3cde, which 1s reported to have slso captured
in the process an enemy battalion and the major part of the
headquarters of 70 Inf Bde of 49 Inf Div (information from
Lt.=-Col. J.7. Canong, who was an Umpire with 4 Cdn Inf Bde).
In & subsequent counter-attack, 30 Armd Bde of 42 Armd Div,

in an operatlon described by the C.-in-C. (Comments, pura.42)
as "partially successful", largely destroyed 4 con Inf Bde,
but itsell suffered heavily. The C.-1n-C. criticised 4 Cdn
Inf Bde's dlsposlitions on ASHENDON HILL, "where the (anti-tunk)
runs were sited in a perimeter round the position, with little
attempt at concealment although the position had bLeen occupled
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for slx hours before the attack of 30 Armoured Brigade opened
agalnst 1t", whille moreover the garrlson of the locality had
"done no digping and laid no mines" {Cornments, paras.98, 108).
"In this and other fighting 2 Canadian Infantry Division
suffered heavily; one brigade having only 80C men remsining
and the other two being reduced by 50 per cent and 20 per cent
respectively. O Canadian Tnfantry Division was now across

Re THERVELL but had been held at ISLIP. Little progress was
made" (C.H.(. Narrative, para. 86),

46, On 10 *ar the advance of Second Army continued. At
D130 hrs a night attack by & COdn Div was directed agalnst 147
Inf Bde of 49 Tnf Div at BRILL (L13). "The attack was fully
successful, nearly capturing Divisionel Headquarters and
annihlilating the Brigade. 2,500 to 5,000 priscners, including
two bBrlgadlers, the whole of the brlgade transport and some
anti-tunk juns were capsured"” (G.F.4Q. Narrative, para.94).
Ctherwlse the advance of 1 Cdn Corps was unopposed, and by
evenling 10 Mar it was "'n the sactor FENNY STRATFORD -
SUCKINGHAM" with forward elemsnts advancing north-east (Second
Arzmy Intelllgence Swamary No.ll).

47. On the ripht of Second Army, 12 Corps had pushed
forward, occupled AYL7SHURY and was in posscssion of the area
YHYPSNADE (L43) - CHEDDINGTON (L33).

48, Tarly in %the morning of 10 “ar both divisions of

2 Gdn Corps crossad the OXFORD Canal near BANBURY and entered
forward concentration areas. Their patrola were in touch with
elements of the German Armoured Divisions, but Second Army Intell=
igence Sumnary No.ll, containing informatlion received to 2300

hrs 10 Mar, notes, "2 Corps nas not yet established contact with
enemy armour”,

49, At 2200 hrs 2 lar, Adv H.Q. Second Army, noving
forward to conform with the advance, had opened at MONGEWELL
PARK, immediately south of WALLINGPORD. TRear H.{. remained at
ALGONGUIN CAWP,

50, Finding that his hopes of effecting an envelopment
had falled, the 3ritish Army Commander 1ssued further orders at
21%0 hrs 10 Mar. 12 Corvs was to form "a strong plvot" on the
hirh ground LETGHTON BUZZARD - TRING - AYL-SBURY and the WOBURN
feature and so protect the Army's right rlank. 1 Cdn Corps was
to push on towards KINBOLTON. 2 Cdn Corps was to destroy all
enemy in the area BUGRROOKF (L1377) = STONY STRATFORD e
BUCKIKGHAM - BRACKXLFY (Ops Filter Room Log, H.w. 3econd Army).

51. The G.0.C. 2 Cdn Corps now took action which was
subsequently much criticlised. He regrouped nis armoured
divlslons, placing both armoured brigades under Gds Armd Div
and both Infantry brigades under 5 Ccén armd I'iv. 'The former
formation was instructed to move to an area svout four miles
north of TOVCESTFR, with a view to driving the snemy south-
west in the morning. TDuring the night, the infantry brigades
were to "tank nunt wlith the utwmost fury" In the area BRACKLEY =-
TOWCISTER (Ops ilter Foom Log, H.G. Second army)e.

52. It is convenlsnt at tnis polnt to detail the results
of this sction. The C.-in-C. commented as follows:

This regroaping was a tactical mistake., It resulted
in the destruction of the ffuards Armoured Brigade in an
attack against a strong anti-tank posltion, at a time
when the Infantry brilzedes vwere deployed tank hunting in
unreconnoltred country, in wnich, as 1t turned out, no
enemy tanks were located,

{rrAammanta mnawa BR )
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53. The misfortune of Gds Armd Rde 1s thus described in
the G.H.4. Narrative:

107. About noon (1l Mar) Guards Composite Armoured
Division attacked the Infantry plvot of 42 Armoured
Division near JZLISWORTE and NOADE and triled to envelop
the [[ORTIIN edge. Heavy anti-tank and artlillery fire
defeuted the attempt with severe casualtles. Tanks of the
Guards Armoured Sripgade launched their attack over a
tunnel on to an unreconnoitred minefield, losing twenty-
three tanks. They were also met with heavy anti-tank
gunf'ire from 71 Infantry Brlgade which was in a carefully
selected Lut not very hijhly prepared position, and were
again repulsed with heavy casualties,

At the end of the action only ssventy tunks were left in
the Armoured Brigade. Jther engegjpements also took place
in what was a very confused situatlon. Later in the day
the Armoured pPrigade was withdrawn 157 of tne canal
leaving J2 Guards Infantry Bripgade to hold the bridgehead.
By 1700 hours 2 Canuadian Corpe had lost contact with the
enemy.,

The tunnel referred to is the long one through wnich the Grand
Unlon Canal passes south of SLISVORTH. It constitutes an
important break in the water obstacle presented by the Canal.

54. General HMcNaug-hton had disapproved of the regrouping
of £ Cdn Corps, and at 0950 hrs 11 Mar had sent to 2 Cdn Corps
an 'mergency Operations messape as lollows:

Army Comd directs you to re-sstablish normal
organization Armd Nivs forthwlth. TPellisble Information
Indicates there 1s no enemy force on your front which
you need fear and 1t is Imperative you push on with
utmost speed on axis TOVCFSTIR - HUNTINGDON establishing
contact wilth new sup route beinpg bullt fwd at BUCKINGHAM.
Pepeat utmost lmportance you push on wvigorously and
immedletely. Ack personally to Army Comd.

(Ops Filter Room Log, H.Q. Second Army)

The two composite divisions nad already moved, and their
reorganizatlon was not completed, In conssquence, until that
evening. In the course of the dsy Ueneral /icNaugnton made a
personal vislt to ll.(;« 2 Cdn Corps by alr, und also "reconnoitred
the front In an Alr 0.F." (Ops Fliter Room Log, h.Q. Second

Army; G.H.Q. larrative, para. 1l1l0).

bb. Luring 11 dar 12 Corps contlnued to make progress,
althouyn neavy opposlition was now encountered, The 33rd
Independent fuards Brigade nuad been brought into action on the
eneny side, and made an incurslon westward from HENWIL HIEMPSTEAD,
but was withdrawn at 2032 hrs. 53 Div, after hard fighting with
49 Inf Div, was establlshing I1tself 1ln the area south of
LEIGHTON BUZ '»BD by nigntfall., 1In the cantre, there was Tfurther
advance by 1 Cdn Corps. 2 Cdn Liv got some troops across the
Orand Unlon Canal near 70OBJRN SAHDS, but was "driven back with
casualties". "At nightfall the divislon was just across the
iline of the canal at " liY STRATFORD and SIVPS0N, one mile to
the NORTH" (G.H.Q. Narrative, para, 1086).

56, Cenaral Mcllavrhton's orders for 12 Mar were to the
effect that acv irst lignt Second Army would attack and destroy
the remnants of the German ,rmy, 12 Corps attacking on the axis
IVINGHOE ASTON (L4237) - wOBUEN (L4052), 1 Cén Corps on the
axls #INSLOW (L2247) - KIMBO0LTON, and 2 Cdn Corps on the axis
TOWCZSTER - KINBOLTON (Hessage S0 379).



57. Informatlion reachling H.Q. Second Army from H.Q.

2 Cdn Corps had been inadequate, and at 0830 hrs 12 Har the
Army Commander despatched the following message to the Corps
Cormander:

Please give your personal attention to insuring
the prompt passage to me of Infm concernlng enenmy
dlspositlions & progress your attacks. This has been
most unsatisfactory to date. ACK.

(Ops Filter Room Log, H.Q.
Second Army.)

58. "Cease Fire" was notified at 0900 hrs 12 lMar. At
this time it appeared that, if the operations continued, the
destruction of the German Army could not be long delauyed. The
general comment of the C.-in-C. on the later stages of the
operations may be quoted:

54, After 8 March the situation swung steadlly In
favour of the BRITISH who had begun to overcome the
handilcap of their lines of communicatlon across the
THAYTFS. Apart from one disastrous operation by
2 Canadian Corps on 11 March it became only a matter
of time before the concentrated BRITISH force would
achleve 1ts object.

(Comments)

THE AIR ASPECT

59. Only the brlefest note on the air aspect of the
exercise can be made here. The kernel of the matter 1s found
in the general comment of the C.-1n-C. 1

115. In "SPARTAN" air action was co-ordinated with the
land battle through the medium of the composlte group
organization by which a R.A.F. group containing flighter,
light homber, tactical support and reconnalssance
squadrons, was ailotted to the support of each army 1n
the leld with the group and army commanders locuted in
a joint H.Q. This was the first occaslon in thils country
on which this system of combined Army/R.A.F. actlon has
been trled. In splte of many handlcaps sufflclent
experlence was gained to conflrm that this conceptlon

is sound and should be accepted for future training and
operatlons,

€0. Alr activity was on a very large scale, though it
was somewhat reduced by weather conditions. For example, on

5 Mar 1t was proposed to put in the maximum Britlish air effort
against the enemy armoured divislons, but the weather prevented
operations, Aerlal reconnalssance was carried on very
extensively; there was bonbing activity against lines of
communicatlion, and some interventlon by alrcraft on the
battlefield. The wrlter gathered that Alr Vice-Marshal
Whitworth-Jones was dliaposed to use his resources malnly
against the enemy's rear areas, and from remarks which he
hesard dropped on the morning of € !Mar, when S1r Archibald
Sinclalr, the %ecretary of State {or Alr, and his party
visited H.Q. Second Army, he gathered further that some R.A.F.
opinion held that the commander of "Z" Group had gone too far
in this directlon.

61. "Enemy" alrcraft made a number of low attacks on
troops of 1 Cdn Corps during the afternocon of 1l llar, and these
led to three separate reports of the use of "spray" which

were investigated by Chemlcal VWarfare.offlicers 1ln accordance
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with standard procedure and found to be baseless. Cas was,
in fact, used by neither slde durlng the exercise,

GENERAL

62. In view of the criticisms of the handling of 2 Cdn
Corps whlch are reported above, 1t seems very deslrable to
recall once more that the headgquarters of this formation was
organized only in the middle of January, 1943, that is, less
than six weeks before the beginning of the preliminary moves
of this exercilse, This fact undoubtedly placed those
headquarters at a considerable disadvantage.

63. After the completion of the exerclse, General
McNaughton telegraphed his own comments upon 1t to OTTAWA for
the beneflt of the Minlster of Natlional Defence and the C.G.S.
(telegram (.5.560, Canmilitry to Defensor, 13 Mar 43: C.M.H.Q.
file 2/EX SPARTAN/1/2). This cable ran in part as rfollows:

Para.l Spartan exercise has now come to a conclusion
and the troops are in the process of dispersal to
thelr former statlons. This large scale exerclise was
designed as a atrict test of the physical condition
and endurance of the troops, thelr proficiency in
movement and tactics and of the sbility of commanders
and stalffs to adminliater, handle and fight their
formations and units......

Para.Il The Commander in Chlef, General Paget, acting
as Director of the exerclse, has expressed himself
as well satisfiled wlth the result and with the very
high standards of discipline, morale and conduct
which were shown by all ranks, British and Canadlan.
I share his opinion and I feel we have learnt most
valuable desséns for the Tuture. I am particularly
happy at the good relations which exlisted with the
civillan inhabltants of the areas we traversed. Our
Cdn troops showed every courtesy and consideration
and scrupulously avoilded creating unnecessary dumage
and ennoyance. Their blvouacs were left clean and
tidy. Despite the many tens of thousands involved
I have had only two compleints which are being
Investicated.

Para.III As you know our Army staff was new and partly
set up ad hoc. Neverthelesas by the conclusion of the
exercise it was working smoothly and efficlently and
our officers have proved thelir capaclity. Our engineers,
signals, supply and transport, medical, ordnance, reme
and other administratlve services were most
satisfactory snd the officers and starffs in charge
showed a capaclty to organize, conduct and administer
these matters which was very satisfactory Indeed
particularly as this was the rirst occasion in which
we have ever had an oprortunity to give them actual
practice full scale......

Para,VY One of the Important matters of organization
tested was the new composite group of the Royal air
Force. In this for the first time I see a posslbility
of providing the Army with the air support which it
requirea, Detalled reports covering all phases are
being prepared and coples will be forwarded.

Para.YI Tn general I have “ormed the conclusion that our
plan of organization has been proved to be sound and
that the exlsting W.Es. of unilits will require little
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o4, The evidence of offlcers who were in ood posliltions
for observatlion l1ls that iIn this exercise the Canadlan troops
put In an excellent performance. Lt.-Col. Ganong (para.45,
above) in particular sald that both the physlcal fitness and
the morale of the unlts were on an exceptionally high level.
That thls should be the case after more than three years in
England during which there has been very llttle action and in
which manoeuvres of thils type have become sn annual common=-
place, would seem to be no small trlbute to the troops
themselves and to the policy of those who have commanded them,

65. During thls exerclse the weather was exceptionally
fine; no rain fell, and the manosuvres were conducted under
the pleasant condltlons of the Engllsh springtime. The nights,

however, were cold,

66. WHo attempt is me&de In thlis Heport to desl with the
technical and administrative aspects of the exercise, which
may be studied Iin the offlclal publicatlons.

PN vy

(CoPe Stucﬁ;;;%gg;r,

Historlcal Ofricer,
Canadlun MIlltary Headguarters.




SECRET

Hotes on Differsences between "First Draft" and Printed
Verslons of: "G.H.Q. Exercise 'SPARTAN': March, 1943:
Comments by Compmander-in-Chief Home Forces”.

1. The “first draft” of these Coumments was ¢irculated to
certain senior officers (including Lt-Gen H.C. Loyd, Lt=Gen
G.V.Re Templer, Maj-Gen ZI.H., Barker, Alr Marshal Sir Arthur
Barratt and Alr Vice lMarshal f. Graham) with mimeographed
letter EF.19708/14/G(Trg) of 22 Mar 43 from C.G.3,, Home Forces.
These papers are to be found in the file H!/lﬂZl?/ﬂ/G(c.w.).
"Exeroise 'SPARTAN'" (2nd Cover), in box Fo. 31 of the

"G.l.Q« Seoret Files: Home Forces" series at the Archival
Branch, Cabinet 0ffice, London,

2 Tho covering letter of 22 Mar 43 (gupra) contains the
following paragraphsi

"l. Attached is the first draft of the Coumander-in-
Chief's report on 'SPARTAN' vhich will be considered by
€G3 at g meeting in St Paul's School at 1000 hours
24 Harch.

2. The objects of the meeting will be,

(a) To comsider whether all major points have been
covered by the report.

(b) To check fect in the case of instances which
are quoted or on which comments are made."

b The following notes are not exhaustive as

differsnces between the two versions: many minor alterations
(ineluding the substitution of equivalent, or nearly equivalent,
words) have been ignored. However, these notes do reflect all
alterations of any appavent significance.

4. "Foreword": minor alterations -~ e.g. no para 5 in the
“firat draft",

Sectlon ) = Flonning

5e This Section of the "first draft® began with para 5
(para 6 of printed version) and subsequent numbering was
affected by other changes in the text. (Hereinafter, these
Notes refer to paras of the printed version.)

6. In printcd version, sub=para "(c)" was added to para 9.

Te Ag drufted, the third asgntence of pera 1l read: "I consider
thgg‘-ucn &l =ssunption is unsound when dealing with the
GE: \HS (I EE RN ]

8. Paras 12-14 read, in draft, as follows:

“l1l. In view of the lmportant factor of speoed, coupled
with a probable strong superiority in armour, I consider
that it would have been sounderfor the RRITISH to have
oonducted their main advance WEST of the TIHAMES through
the more open country and acroas the smaller obstacles.
Such an advance would have the following additional
advantagesi=




"(a) The River THAMES could be used as the flank pro=-
tection either by seizing the crossings or by
attacking them and causing the enexny himself to
destroy them.

(b) An advance WEST of the THAMES would eventuall
threaten the lines of communicatioa of formations
located in the bend of the THAMES, and force them
to withdraw NORTHWARDS in conformity. They would
in fact be levered out of successive positions
t%orob avoiding a direct assault across a uorious
obstacle.

(e) The main BRITISH lines of communication would have
becn located further from LONDON and further out
of range of a possible sortie from that fortress.

In such an advance the Armoured Corps could be used to
the best advantage on the WESTERN flank.®

9« The last sentence of para 1) was not included in "first
draft".

10. The second sentence of para 16 read in draft as follows:

"His plan was therefore based on prepuring a battleground
NORTH of BANBURY into which he would lure the enemy, and,
having hedged him round with demolitlons, destroy, or at
leanst seriously maul, his left wing."

%1. In para 18(a), "improvised force" originally read "seratch
orce".

12. In draft, the last sentence of para 19 continued as follows:

"eesee and was bound to force on it a defensive
attitude from the beginning of operations",

l13. First sentence of para 21: as drafted, the words "to carry
out” were inserted after "..... BaNBURY, and" and before "the
demolitionsceees™e

14.  First sentence of para 24: as drafted, did not include
"by the Commander-in-Chief Army Group West". In its draft form
this sentence ended: "..... a much longer period”. '

15. The following (draft) sentence was inserted immediately
bafore the last sentence of the first pera of 26: *In one case
the advance was led by Divisional Headquarters".

16. As drafted, first sentence of para 32 read, in part, as
follows: "..... portions of 1 Canadien gnd 12 COrps ..e.."

Segtion 2 - Operations
17« As drafted, para }7 read:

"The handling of armoured forces was one of the least
satisfactory aspects of the operations, and it is clear
that this is a subject which requires much greater
study and practice."
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18. Para 38 (a): the words "based on good information" do not
appear in draft.

19. Following para 41 there was, in draft, the following
para:

"iWhen 2 Canadian Corps was freed to advance, its
movenent was slow and delibercte and hampered by
tactical and administrative mistakes.”

20, Paras 42 and 43, as drafted, read as follows:~-

48 a result during the nine days of the operations
thoiérnourtd divisions took part in only three
actions:

(a) An action by 30 .rmoured Brigade of 42 Armoured
Division on 8 March against part 2 Canadian
Infantry Division on ASHENDEN HILL. This
operation was partially successful.

(b) An attack by one armoured regiment of 28 Armoured
Brigade of 9 armoured Division against a bridge-
head of 3 Canadian Infantry Division NORTH of
OXFORD on 8 March. This was completely successful
and stopped the advance of } Canadian Infantry
Division for some time.

(¢) An attack by the armoured brigade of Guards
Armoured Division (its infantry brigade was
detached) on 11 March omn a narrow front through
a minefield, against an infantry brigade in
position supported the bulk of an anti-tank

t and a divisional artillery. This ended
in the virtual destruction of the armoured brigade.

We must not allow the infrequency of large scale
exercises to gramp our study of the correct and

bold handling of armoured forces. It is possible to
study this subject in both cloth model discussions and
skeleton exercises and I want commanders to pay
particular attention to this in the future."

21. last sentence of para 48 missing from draft.

22, Second para of 49: The following (draft) sentence appears
after sentence ending “"+.... to hold the bridgehead"” and before
sentence beginning "The defending forceS.cecc.":

"The GERMAN Co'mander's instructions on this point
;or;tpeifactly elear, but their execution was
AULTY .

In the same para of 49 the following (penultimate) sentence
appears in draft:

“Finally on 8 March when it was decided to counter
attack with 49 Infantry Division, the operation was
impracticable because 49 Infantry Division was already
separated from the enemy by the obatacle of the THAME
over which the bridges had been demolished”.
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25. DBeginning of para 51 reads, in draft:

" + On the level of army, commanders
CAMnNObesees”

In the fourth sentence of the same para, draft read:

"eseee like battalions and must be given at least
24 to 406 hours! warning....."

24, Beglnning of para 52 (a) read:

“6 March. Werning orders were issued to 2 Canadian
Corps to advance EAST across the THAMESceeee”

25. Last sentence of para 54 orlginally read:

"They also give subordinates an impression of
uncertainty in the mind of the commander.®

26. Para 55, as drafted, as follows (substitute for "H.y.
should always be well forward”):

"Visits should therefore normully be confined to
two periods:-

(a) quiet periods between battles when a commander
wishes to see for himself the condition of his
troops,

(v) Periods or orisis during a battle when the
presence of the commander may tend to encourage
and hearten a subordinate who is having a
harassing time."

27« Para 57 read:

“gggig;gncgg. There is a strong tendency to hold
conferences in order to issue orders. This desire

to hold confaerences must be closely watched to ensure
that commanders are not hampered in commanding their
own formations by too frequent attendance at con-
ferences. A8 an example of thls, an attack on the
GERMAN side on 8§ March by one brigade was the subject
of an Army Coumander's conference at 1100 hours, a
Corps and Divisional Commanders! conference and a final
arny Commander'!s conference ut 1600 hours. The attack
in question was finally cancelled.”

28. The fellowing paras appear in draft version after para 61
and before para 2 of printed version:

“ggééziigg:%grgg. The experience of these operations
S will generally be necessary for corps

and army HQ to be split into advance and rear Hys

The division of staff between the HY will vary with

the state of the operations, but normally Heads of
Services should be located at rear Hy. If located

at advance HY they will congest the signal communications
to rear HQ in passing their instruections to thelir
representatives there.

The distance between advance and rear should be kept
as short as possible. On 8 March advance GERMAN HQ
was at BEDFORD and rear at CAMBRIDGE, 32 miles away.
This distance was too great and produced complications
in the staff workinzs.
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« The formation of tactical Iy may be
necessary on occasions, but I consider that this
will be rare. Two attempts were made to fora
taectical HQ, one by 2 Canadian Corps and one by
Guards aArmoured Division, both were failures. The
former lead to loss of control and the latter to
the sending of iwportent information in clear; a
glft to the enemy intercept.

QRGANISATION.

The course of the exercise brought out clearly the
inherent difficulties of any organisation of "twos!
which leaves a commander without any readily
available reserve, and which inevitably forces the
senior commender to interest himself in the details
of a fight from which he should stand aloof. This
subject will be further considered Ly GHQ."

29. Second sentence of para 63 read, in draft, as follows:

"This regrouping took place in enclosed country
and was a taotical misiake.”

30. Beginning of fourth sentence of para 65(c): "On 2 March
BRITISHeeooo"

The following (additiomal) para wes inserted in para 65
between (¢) and (2? of printed version:

"(d) Orders issued to the Royal .ir Force did not
always cover the most important areas. Om 6 March
the area eelected by 8 Corps for Tac R WEST of the
THAMES superimposed air reconnaissance on an area in
which the corps armoured car reglment was alrea
working and in whieh no enemy except small patrols
were located.”

31. In draft form, paras 68-70 were condensed as follows:-
"The intelligence atarffs were handicapped by the
slow and inadequate passage of information, but
ir some cases showed no disposition to forage or
press for information on their own. In some cases
the process of '"filtering' also delayed the
dt:gam%nation of information until it was too
stale.

32, In draft, para 76 began:

"On the BRITISH side a dummy Corps H.W. was in
action and its experience was as followS:....."

33. In draft, second sentence of para 84 read:

"In order to secure uniformity a policy letter on
this subject will be published shortly.”

34, Para 86{(a): *“without brid * does not appear in drart.
rolllowing para inserted between {a) and (b) of printed
version:
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“(b) On 8 M.urch 49 Infantry Division was unable
to counter attack elements of 1 Canadian Cerps
because of its owmn demolitions on the THAME."

35. Para 87(b): for "delay the demolition of the SONNING
bridge”, draft read "leave intact the SONNING bpidge.”

36. Pura 94, as drafted, reads:

"¥ireless silence should be imposed only to cover
strategic moves by night or during periods of poor
visibllity when there is good reason to believe
that the enemy is unaware of the move. In general
its use is far too cozmon and more of a handicap
than a help.” '

37. Pera 97: the unfortunite formation concerned is identified,
in the draft, as 61 Infantry Division.

38. Para 112: last sentence omitted from draft.
39. Paras 113 and 114 not in draft.

Section 3 - sir Co-oper:tion
40, Para 119 not in drart.

41, Para 121: third, fourth and fifth sentences have been
inserted in printed version. In druft the sixth (printed)
sentence resd!

"The higher the military formation H.W. at which
the control of air forces is located, the wider
becomes the variation in time in which alr and
ground forces can be brought to bear upon the
current operations.”

42. a8 drafted, sub-paras 123(a) and (b) read as follows:-

#"(a) The A to organise the rapid transmission
of information affectiung alir action and requests
for alr support and reconnalssance to the point
;hor. the Army and RAF HQ meet at crmy and Corps

evels}

() that thereafter the execution of the requests

is solely the responsibility of the RAF who will
provide all the necessary commnications including
those to enable the RAF sections at corps to exercise
control on occasions and for use in the event of

the breakdown in normal communications.”

gection 4 = idzinistration
4%, This Seotion was not included in the "first draft®.



appendices

a4, Appendices "A" and "B" transposed im draft - i.e.
Instructions to Lt-Gen Gemmell in Appx "A", and
Instructions to Lt-Gen McNaughton in appx “B",

Appx "C", but not Appx "D", included in draft.




SECHET

Notes on Differonces between “First Draft" and Printed
. Versions of3 "Gelleye Hxercise 'SPARTAN': March, 1945:
Comnents by Cosmander-in-Uhief Home Forces®.

1. The “first draft" of these Conments wue eiroulated to
certain senior officers (including Lt=Gen H.Cs Loyd, Lt=Gen
Ge''sle Templer, Mej=Geon ".H:. Barkesy, Adr Marshs] Sir Arthur
Barratt and .ly Vice Marshel R. Grabam) with mimeographed
lotter !7.19700/14/6({Teg) of 22 Mar 43 from U«0.8,, Home Forces.
These pajers are te be found in the file HF/10217/06/G(C.%.),
"sxercise '"IPAETAN'* (@nd Cover), in box No. 31 of the

"Geliele Jeeret Files: Howe Torces'’ serles at the archival
Brench, Cabinet Orfice, London.

2. The covering letter of 22 Mar 45 (supra) contains the
following paragraphs:

“l. Attached is the first draft of the Commander-in-
Chief's report on '"SPARTAN' which will be considered by
c?a -sq;-.uuus‘hn!smnmm
24 Har ™

2+« The objects ofithe meeting will be,

() Yo consider whether sll major points have been
covered by the report.

(b) To cheok fauct iu the vase of imstances which
are quoted or on which coments are made."

e The following notes are not exhaustive as

differences between the two versions: many minor alterutions
(including the substitution of equivalent, or nesriy equivelent,
words) have been ignored. However, thuse notes do reflect all
alterations of any apparenut significance.

4. "foreword": minor alterations = e.g. no para 5 in the
“first drafts.

Ssetdon 1 = Flapning

D This Seetion of the "first draft”® began with para 5
(pare & of printed version) and subsequent numbering was
affected by other ehanges in the text. (Hereimafter, these
Notes refer to paras of the printed version.)

[ In printed version, sub-para “(e)* was added to para 9.

Te A8 drafted, the third sentemse of para 1l read: "I consider
(t;ht. sueh an =uumn1u i3 wnsound vhen dealing with the
m LR BN ]

8. Parvas 12-14 read, in drart, as follows:

"11. In view of the lmportant factor of speed, coupled
with & probable strong superiority in armour, I consider
that it would have been sounderior the BRITISH to have
conduoted their main advance WEST of the TUAMES through
the more open country and across the smalloer cbstacles.
Such an advanee would have ths following additional
advantagesi=




“(a) The River THALES eould be used as the flank pro=-
tection either by seizing the crossings or by

attacking thex and causing the snexy himself to
destroy them.

(b) An advance WEST of the THAM S would eventuall
threaten the lines of communlication of formations
located in the bend of the THANZS, and force them
to withdraw NORTHWARDS in eonformity. They would

in faoct be levered out of succeasive positions
tl}o“rcb avoiding a direct assault aaross a serious
obstacle.

(e) The main BRITISH lines of cormunicetion would have
been located further from LONDON and further out
of range of a possible sortie from that fcrtress.

In such an advance the armoured Corps cculd be used to
the beat advantage on the WVEITERN "

?lx.-a n'rho last sentence of para l) was not included in "first
'l

10. The second senteénce of para 16 read in draft as follows:

"His plan was therefore based on prepurirns a bdbattleground
NORTH of BPANEURY into whieh he would lure the cnemy, and,
having hedged him round with demolitions, destroy, or at
least sericusiy maul, his left wing."

%1. In para 18(a), "improvised force" originally read “seratch
orce”,

12. In drart, the last sentence of para 19 continued as follows:

"eeeee and was bound to force on it a defensive
attitude frou the beginning of operations®.

15. Firat sentence of para 21: as drafted, the words "to carry
out" were inserted after "..... BANBURY, and® and dbefore "the
Gwolitlouu...".

l4. Firot sentence of para 24: as dnrtod, d4id not include
;E{th-(:mmr- ef Army G West In its draft form
s sentence ended: "..... 2 guch longer period”.

15« The following (draft) sentence was insarted immediately
before the last sentence of the firat pera of 26: "In one case
the advance was led by Divislonal Headquarters”.

16. 4s drafted, first sentence of para 32 read, in part, as
follows: "...es portions of 1 Canadian god 12 Corps s.ee.”

dection 2 = Operations
17. As drafted, para 37 read:

"The handling of armoured forces was one of the least
satisfactory aspects of the operations, and it is eleur
that this 1s a subject which requires much greater
study and practice.” -



- ’ -

18, Puarz 358 (a)t the words "based on good information” do not
appear in draft.

19. Following para 41 there was, in drart, the following
palas

"yhen 2 Canadian Corps was freed to advance, its
movenent was slow and deliberate and hampered Ly
tactical and administrative mistakes.”

20, Paras 42 and 43, a@ drafted, read as followsi-

“\8 a result during the niune days of the operations
thoinmourol divisions took part in only three
actions:

(a) Az aetion by 30 .rmoured Brigade of 42 armoured
Division on 8 March against part 2 Canadian
Infantry Division on A HENDEN HILL., This
operation was partially successful.

(b) An attack by one armoured regiment of 26 .rmoured
Bﬂinu of 9 .rmoured Divislon aguinst a bridge=-
head of 5 Canadian Infantry Division NORTH of
OXFORD on 8 Marech. This was completely successful
and stopped the advance of j Canadian Infantry
Division for some time.

(c) An attack by the armoured brigude of Guards
armoured Division (its infantry brigade was
detached) on 11 Mareh on a narrow front through
a minefield, against an infantry brigade in
position supported the bulk of an anti-tunk
regiment and a divisional artillery. This ended
in the virtual destruction of the armoured brigade.

We must not allow the infrequency of large scale
exercises to gramp our study of the correct and

bold handling of armoured forces. It is poasible to
study this subject in both cloth model discussions and
skeleton exereises and I want conmanders t$o pay
particular attention to this in the future."

2l. laat rentence of para 48 missing from draft.

22, GSecond para of 491 The following (draft) sentence appears
after sentonce ending "...¢e to hold the bridgehead” and before
sentenco beginning "“The defending forcesSeeec..":

"The GRMAN Co mander's instructions on this point
?ﬁ;wpo'x:roeuy elear, but their execution was
a -

In the same para of 49 the following (penultimate) sentence
appears in draft:

“Finally on 8 March when it wvas deocided to counter
attack with 49 Infantry Division, the o tion was
impracticable because 49 Iafantry Divi was already
sepurated from the enemy by the obstacle of the THAME
over which the bridges had been demolished”.
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2. Deginning of para 51 reads, in druft:

"m On the level of army, coumnders
LA AR ]

In the fourth sentence of tho same para, draft read:

"esoses 1like battalions and must b0 given at leuot
24 to A8 hours! ParninGeccee®

24. DBegloning of para 52 (a) read:

"6 March. #arning onders were issued to 2 Cunadian
Corps to advance ZA0T across the TILUID.eeee"

25. Last sentence of para 54 origimally read:

“They also give subording ression of
mm:‘umm"'“?&mu

26. rara ” us dn!tl‘. es follows !lllhlﬁhlt. for "He'le
shouid always "vo well forward”):

"Visits should therefore normally be confined %o
two perlodsi=

(a) wlet periods between battles when a cormander
to see for himself the ecomdition of his

(b) Periods of crisis during a battle when theo
presenco of the ocomuander may t-nd to encourage
and hoarten a subordinate whe is having a
barassing timo.”

27« ‘Para 57 read:

g g ol g B ey T

in erder to issue orders.

%o hold conferences nust be oclosely watched t.o onsm
that cormanders are not hampered in commanding their
own formations by too frequent attendance at con-
rforences. As an @ e of this, an attack on the
GERMAN eside on 3 ka byan.hr!ndomthombject
of an mwcommrlnontm:tum a
mmmww oonfcmconnﬂaﬁml
srmy cosmander's conference st 1600 hours. he attaok
in cancelled.”

question was Tinally

28. Thofoucaxm, paras appear in draft version after para 61
and before para ¢ oal' prin verslions

'%Fﬁumﬂnm‘””m“, IS atoaboayy For dorps
or corpe
end a HY to bo sp into advance and rear H..

The ai of staff between the H{ will vary wi h

the state of the operations, but normally Feads of
fervices sbould be located nt rear Iy, located

at advance i theoy will conguet the aignal cormmunications
to rear HQ in passing their hmt.ruoﬂ.onn to their
representatives these.

The distance between advance and rear should be kept
as short as possidle. On 8 llarch advance GIiUWLI H‘
wag at NEDFOID and rear at CAIIDCE, 32 miles awa
This dlatance was too great and produood complica onl
in the staff workinms.



-’-

gs The formation of taetical iy may be
necessary on eccasions, but I consider that this
will be rare. Two attempts were made to form
tactical Hy, one by 2 Canadiun Corps and one by
Guards srmoured Division, both were failures. The
former load to loas of control and the latter to
the sending of iluportant information in clear; a
gift to the enemy intercept.

QECANIIAIIUN «

The course of the exereise bdbrought out oloarlf the
inherent difficulties of any organisation of Ytwos!
which leaves a comsander without any readily

avallable reserve, and whieh inevitably forcea the
senior commander to interest himseif in the details
of a fight from which he should stund aloof. This
subjeot will be further considered by GHY."

29. Second sentence of pera 63 read, in drof't, as follows:

"This regroup toCk plsace in enclosed country
ad was a tactical nistake.”

30. Beginning of fourth sentence of para 63(c): "Un 3 Narch
BRITISHeeo e ™

The following (additionel) para was iuserted in para 65
between (¢) and (d) of prianted version:

"(4) Orders issued to the Royal air Force did not
always cover the most important areas. 0On & March
tae area selected by 8 Corps for Tae R WEST of the
THAMES superinposed air recomnnaissunce on an area in
which the eorps armoured car regiment was alrea

and ia which no enemy except auall pa
were located.”

31. In drafs paras 68-70 were condensed as follows:-
“The in atalfs were haadicappcd by the
slow and insdequate passage of information, but
iu gsome cuses showed no disposition to forage or
press for iuformation on thelr own. In some cases
the prooess of 'filtering' also delayed the
l{:z:linntian of information until it wus too
3 "

32. 1In draft, para 76 began:

"On the BRITISH side a dummy Corps H... was in
aotion and its éxperience was as followWSleeseo"

33. In draft, second sentonce of para 84 read:

"In order to secure unifornmity a policy letter on
this subject will be published shortly."

54. Para 86(a):s "witnout bridging® does not appear in drafg.
rollgwing para inserted between (a) and (b) of printed
versiont g
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“(b) On 8 Murch 49 Infuntry Division was unable
to countor attack elements of 1 Canadlian Corps
because of 1ts own deuwolitions on the THAME."

B5. Para 87(b): for "de the demclition of the SCNNING
bridge", draft read "leave iatact the SONNING bpidge.”

36. Para 94, as drafted, rsads:

“wireless silence siiculd be imposed only to cover
strategic moves by anight or during periods of poor
visibility when there is good reason to believe
that the enemy is unaware of the move. In general
its use is far too coumon and more of a handicap
than a help.”

37. Para 97: the unfortunate formation ccncerned is identified,

in the draft, as 61 Ianfantry Division.
38, Para 112: last sentence omitted from draft.
39. Paras 115 and 114 not ia draft.

dection 3 - alr Co-operytion
40, Para 119 not in draft.

4l. Para 121: third, fourth and. fifth seutences have been
inserted in printed version. In druft the sizth (printed)
sentence read:

“The higher the military formation H.i. at which
the control of air forcesz is loocated, the wider
becones the variation in time in which air and
ground foreoes ocan be brought to beur upon the
current operations.”

42, .8 drafted, sub-paras 123(a) and (b) read as follows:=

“(u) The A to organise the rapid Srananission
of information arffecting alr action ard requests
for alr support ond reconnalssance to the point

whiere the army aud Haf H. mest at army and Corps
laovels;

(o) that thereafter the exscution of the requests

i3 solely the responsibiiity of the RAF who will
provide all the necessary commnications including
those to enable the R.F sections at corps to exercise
control on occasions and for use in the event of

the breakdown in normal communications."

geetion ¢ = sdzinistration
43. This Jeotion was not included in the "first draft”.



abpendicss
44, appondices "A" and "I" transposed ia draft - i.s8.
Instructions to Lt=-Gen Ganmmell in Appx “A“s and
Inastructions to Lt=Gen NeRaughton in Appx *B".

Appx “C*", but not ippy "D*, included in draft.




