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1. ~bis report deals wi~L the eth anBci3n ~i :si~~.
It concludes the brief stuciy of' '-;he 'lome Defence Di"15 s ions,
two of which have alre'dy been o.iscu"'sed in Reports .106
7 and 8. This repo:-:-'';; . s not :.n any 'lay intended to be an
exhaustive account 01' che role EL 6. act:tvities of t,h~ 8t.h
Division ; it is inten.-1, ,d only as a preliminary outline of a
subject Yllhich wiL.. req ire mo~e detailE,d treatmep··,; ..

EVENTS LZ.::~DIN(j. TU '1:In~ MOBILIZATION CF T!"IJI~ 8TE DIVISION

2. l'.J.thOl:lgh the nobilization of "~he third nome Defen.ce
Division eppears to nave been ti.~t considered early in 1542,
it would seem. tha-c illeLlY of' the reasons for such 8c·... :ton rosul',e:a
from the events 0: til. -:wo prGvioue years.. Durin;·; ..9110·,~'n,
discussions concerrlin.; tn.e defence cf 0anada debated. the
possibility of an fJt·t,C.n.pt at 'an lmT8siun by Japan~ and '~he size,

. scope and t;ype of 'f hi<1 and othE·r :noss:tble threatEl to the v,)'(Hrt
coast. ~~l.ffel'enC31, o,p o~)in.i.().n ", erE.: re·;reaJ.ed rGgnrd': '\~ [3 11os:J:·,bJ.€
Japanese tm/a~ OIt. A"cC'X'd:L.l.,; :.t h.C.:'-G3,:} if.A. Gr:·.esb~-1ch~

Inspecto... -General ~W3~tern vau~da) r I a,1 attack by Japan U j j011
our i'vest Coast~' W:'lS a "distinct rlOl.':~ibilitylf1 and m:'i.,;ht bB
undertaken with t'.lcse objet;)Gs in :rdr:d:

(a) A d:i.version beren.cial to Ge::ma."y amI Italy.
(b) The attainrnent (f: 1)1'e81,1ge.
(c The gUinine of pawns in future settle~Gnt.

(11. l~.S" 3496. vol 2: Memorar.du!Il H'·,~e5t3::.~n

or Pacific Coast Command!l: by In:~p8ct,y!?

General Olestern Canada), 5 Aug 40)

From. tho Genf,ral Staff point of vie~'r, hO',IITever, su.ch an il1V6'3ic"1
was unl~kely for it i;'JaS considered '(jhat tLJe "direct i~.i.te:r>est

of J"apan tl lr:y rtto the west, and south and not to the esst It (I)" d:
D.C.G.S. tC' C.G.S., 11 Aug 40).

3. On 2 Rial" 1·1 lftr. King, acting in. the caracity of
Secretary of State for Exte1":1s1 P..ff':lirs f cabled to ~:r. Cl1urchil::'
a ltbrief'.ippreciatioll by Chl\31's of .3taff Committee of defen &

pcsition as of li'ebY.'llsry 24th iI. (1'he IlD:i.">tio.1 s of "c.ho tole,~r;;,11

relating to the Q.a:::'enee of tIle wes·\. c cast are eo.:> foIl )\;f,-:

.. Tt,e probe(ble .'onn ~ a:1d Scales 01' .\t·cnc·....
which hav:. i: -~e!J. and are no'" accepted by tb:; 011:. ~ )\::
of Stsff C01UH:L ttee 1 in :req ::ec-:; to direct aet 'j or
against Cani?dian terri~.iory aEd territoI':'e.l Vli:1-;;',:..t' )

are g:v~n ir the Defence 0: Canad plan, Get,a
August 19 01 0, !'art I. These·s ......e generaJ.J.y as ~~(.J..!.c ::

llil!u:b:~:..-q,2P.~.t - bombardment by a eap:.tal i:3r,d.l';
one or two 8" C""U'i ~e J ~. 0·'" "u... .L. .... t.. ".I.:J, .,..r.. 'lI,;

a merch nt re:ider mOtE1ting 6 li guns, a ,tacl~ by
submarines and s:nall surface craft; attac by
small raiding parties; torpedo bomb OI' Gas att~H;y.

by sh: p' orne or long-range shore-bas&d a.tr~:'a:'to'::,
sea-borne, coastal snd inland objectii8s.

l-'~1l~'jf'1C Coat':'!". - similar to abOve but on
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2. It will be particularly noted that tIle
Chiefs of Staff Committee do not anticipate any
attempt at invasion by actual or potential hostile
Powers. It is the opinion of' the Committee that
no suoh attempt v/ould be feasible so long as the
defence of the British Isles successfully continues.
Even should Germa~ succeed in overcoming the
resistance of our Empire Forces and the oonquest of
the United Kingdom ensue, there is still no
probability that a large scale attaok on these
Mor'es, with a view to invasion, is ,a c·ontlngenoy
we need anticipate or plan for. A German-dominated
Europe, and an Eastern As1~ controlled by Japan,
could wield such trsmandous economic pressure that
there would be no need on the part or the enemy
Powers to attempt a most difficult military invasion
in order to force Canada (and the United States) .
eventually to accept humiliating terms of peace.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4. Should. Japan j01n '11'11 th the Axie Powers in
war against us - and this eventual!ty is becoming
more probable - it may be that she will aotively
engage in•••raids against our Pacific Coast. Such
a contingency, however p should be oonslde~ed as a
possibility rather than a probability, as there are
important political (U.S.A.) strategic and tactical
reasons for Japan retaining all her forces in the
Western Paoific.

5. Our plans for the defence of the Atlantic
and Pacific Coasts are still in course of execution.
In general, it may be said that our Army tOl~ations

now manning Coast Defences, or in Mobile Reserve 1'~

Coastal Areas, are sufficient rapidly to contend
with any limited enemy raiding forces which might
attempt to land in the vicinity of suitable
objectives and attaok them•••

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

7. On the Pacific Coast, the possibility of
serious attack by surface-vessels or ship-borne
aircraft or the Axis Powers is remote. The volume
and importance of shipping in the Eastern Paoific
is far less than ~~at in the Atlantio, and there ar~

no military objectives of sufficient importance to
justify other than very small-scale tipuand-run
raids, the effect of which would have little
military significance. An actual attempt at invasion
on this coast by Japanese forces is considered highly
improbable.

(Ibid, vol 3: Tel 36, Sacty of State
f"or-EXtel"nal A.f:fairs to Secty o.f State
for Dominion Affairs, 2 Mar 41)

4. Maj-Gen H.D.G o Crerar, then Chief of the General Staff,
to some extant expressec similar views in a m&morandum to the
Minister of National Defence on 18 Nov 41. It was his opinion
that the existing 'dispositions of troops on the Paoifio Coast
were, in the main, "adequate for the purpose of meeting the
anticipated forms arid scales of attack lt in -the evant of ar with
Japan (~ort No.3, Historical Section, Department, of National
Defence ~PJhe Employment or !il?antry In the Pacific Ooas~ !Sel'encee"
para 45J. General Crerar pointed out, however, that it might be
expected that, on the outbreak of war with Japan, ftstrong pressure tt
would be "brought upon the Government to increase the active
forces in British Columb1a« (Ibid: para 46). The truth of this
statement was partly proven during the next few months.
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5. . The Japanese a.ttack on Pearl Harbour on 7 Dec 41
brought declarations of war on Japan by Canada, Great Britain
and the United States. The people of Britian Columbia became
alaI'med w1 th the a.pproach .,of war to their own tront door; invasion
was reared, and demands were made for increased proteotion of
the west coast ot Canada against the enemy. Newspapers increased
the general panic. The Vancouver Sun, for example, printed a
series ot three articles entitled '''fhe Dereliot Def0nse n , the
tenor of whioh may'be judged from the follovrlng extract:

Our derelict defense is not ready to tight a
1942 battle. We are preparing, with minute forces,
to tight Singapore, Hong Kong and Dunkirk over again.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Our present defense is based on the assumption
that we must surrender, and miBht as well do 1t
f'iI'st, rather than last.

(H.Q.S. 8704-1, vol 3: The Vancouver Sun,
16 Mar 42, "~e Derelict Defense" by
Alan llorley)

6. The growing pressure of public opinion in British
Columb1a was refleoted in a meeting held on 16 Mar 42 at which
Maj-Gen R.O. Alexander, 0.0.C.-1n-0., Pacifio Command, the Air
Orficer Commanding, the Commanding Officer Pacific Command,
and Premier John Hart of British Columbia were present. Genal' 1
Alexander reported the meeting to the C.G.S. as follows:

I pointed ou't the broader issues which had
to be consideI'ed in the war am that the war
could only be won by offensive aotion against the
enemy. I stated that I felt that we must guard
against a purely defensive oomplex, i.a. the
piling u~ of troops and weapons for the direct
defenoe of oertain areas in excess of the minimum
numbers considered essential to deny enemy occupation
of those areas. I pointed out that the more
assistance we could give to our and allied toroea
who were attacking the enemy outside Canada's
shores, the greater were the prospeots of bringing
the war to a sucoessful oonclus10n and that e
could not win the 1ar by sitting on the defensive
along our 0 ~n coast. In the light of the bigger
issue at stake we must be prepared to accept risks
of 100al "nuisanoe value" attaoks. I also pointed
out the problem of available arms and equipment.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •

At the conclusion of the conferenoe the
Premier stated that he was disappointed in the
amount of air support that was available on this
Coast and in this conneotion he felt particularly
uneasy about the vulnerability of Prince Rupert.
The Premier quite frankly stated that he knew
nothing about military affairs and that statements
regarding men and their tactical employment' did
no t convey a great deal to him axcep't in a general
way. His outlook was definitely 1ar6ely local and
that the defence or BritiSh Columbia was paramount.
At the same time he quite saw the necess1tiY of
realizing the bigga~ issues at stake and appreoiated
'the t'aot that we 'must be prepared to accept
"nuisance raids". He stated that while he and
certain others might realize this point of view,
the people of British Columbia were definitely
alarmed. and wera obsessed with the necessity of
the adequate protection of British Columbia from
a........ !I!'!Uo!lloft..4!Il..,tlo-," ••• ...,., ...._ A._~ ......~A' 4-1...",-. ~WlII
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7. . In addition to the fear that invas10n was imminent
and the existing means of def'ence inadequate, genaral concern
was also felt with regard to the possible hostile factor
represented by the Japanese population of British Columbia.
or a total population of approx1matel7 694,263B in this province,
22,20sH were of Japanese origin. Reasons for the intense
oonoern, and even hostility, manifest 1n this period regarding
the Nisei ID87 have been the.t, in addition to the .fact that a
state of war existed with Japan, Japanese Canadians in British
Columbia were to a certain extent set apart by reason of oolour,
their predominance 1n the industries 1n whioh they engaged, the
tendency toward isolationism of a racial minority, and perhaps
also indirectly because thaI had no franchise and no represent
ation in the Canadian Arm~ The fact that Nisei predominated
in the fishing industry inevitably gave ri~e to eoonomio jealousy
as well as to doubt of their loyalty am the use they might make
of their knowledge 01" the Pacific coast. Similar sentiments and
doubts were evident regarding Japanese 1n other industries. It
has been suggested, therefore, that many people ttwere taking
advantage ot the war to urge the removal of the Japanese from
personal economio motives rather than for security reasons"
(Re12ort No.3, .Q..Q. cit, Note 61). Whether the possibilj.t,. of'
subversIve actiVftY-Or the influence of pUblic sentiment was
the more dominant ractor, or whether both ware e$ually important,
all Japanese were removed from a "Protected'Area', a strip ot
land less than 100 miles wide between the Cascade 1~untains and
the sea, by authority of p.C. 365 dated 16 Jan 42.

8. After their attack on Pearl Harbour, Japanese torces
met with success at Hong Kong, Singapore, Java, Burma and Bataan.
An enemy submarine shelled an 011 refinery in California, and in
June 1942, three months arter the first proposals were made to
organize the Bri3ade Groups 01" the 8th Division, a Japanese
submarine t1red"upon a radio station on Va.ncouver Island. During
this same month, Japanese forces occupied Attu and Klska.
Although the aotual extent or the influence exerted by Japanese
sucoesses and public opinion is not clear, it ould appear that
they served as indirect oauses for the strengthening of the
infantry dispositions in Pacific Command, in spite of the fact
that a Japanese attack 1n force on the west coast of Canada was
still not considered probable.

MOBILIZATION OF 'IHREE BRIGADE GROUPS OF 8Tf! DIVISION

9. Lt-Gen K. Stuart, C.G.S., made, on 20 Mar 42, what
appears to have been the first proposal for the mobilization
of three Brigade Groups of the 8th Division, and gave the
immediate reason for the placing of a second division in Paoific
Command. In a memorandum to the Minister of National Defence
he stated:

1. I have recently received an actual copy of the
Forms and Scales of Attack whioh, in the opinion ot
the Br! t1sh and the Uni tad States Chiefs of Stafr,
are applicable to the West Coast o£ North America.
One ot the forms of attaok listed was that of a
"destructive raid" ·by a force of not more than
two brigade groups. The purpose or such a raid
being to destroy an· industrial or military objective
of major importance.

2. In my opinion the only points on the West Coast
of Canada that might be classed as possible object-
1ves i.'or a "destruct1ve raid ft of the nature indicated

These figures 'are taken from The Canada Year Book 1941,
pp 48 and 123, and were supplleo by the Census"of 193!,
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would be:-

(8) Prince Rupert, when used as a supply base
for ~.S. troops in Alaska.

(b) Victor,ia-Esqulmalt.

Of these two possible objeotives, I consider
that Prince Rupert is the more probable of ,the
two. Both are', in my opinion, remote contingenoies
because the risks involved would be out of all
proportion to the results that might be expected.
It is necessary, however, to provide adequate
defences against this possibility.

3. The War Committee of the Cabinet has already
approved the raising of ten unbrigaded infantry
battalions, a large number of anti-aircraft batteries,
three brigade groups of the 7th Division and the
completion of the 6th Division.

4. This additiQn of strength will enable me to
complete the garrisons at air and naval stations
and other strategic points and to maintain a mobile
reserve, of one division at each coast.

5. On the East Coast the mobile reserve will be
located at Debert and Sussex. The 6th Division
will take over these stations when the 4th Armoured
Division moves overseas o

6. On the West Coast one brigade group will be in
the Prince Rupert-Hazelton area, the other two
brigade groups will be in the southern part o~

Vancouver Island.

7. You will note that no other active formation
will be available to backup the mobile reserves
I have referred to. I propose" there.fore, to
ask for authority to complete the 7th Division
and to raise three brigade groups of th~ 8th
Division. One briBade group of the 8th Division
would be stationed in the Kamloops-Vernon a.rea,
one at Wainwright, Alta, and one at Valcart1er.

(H.Q.S. 20-1-25: C.G.S. to Minister,
20 Mar 42)

10 0 On the afternoon or the B.arne day $ 20 Mar 42.l1 General
Stuart called a meeting of the Military Members of the Defence
Co~ncil to explain his plans with respect to the Army Proeramme
(Home Defence) for 19420 He pointed out that on 1 Jun 42 "re
maining units of 6th Division and units of three ~igade Groups
of 7th Division would be concentrated under canvaslto ':then, on
1 Aug, "the sa units would proceed to the ir operational stations
and would be replaced by the balance of units of the 7th Division
and units of the Brigade Groups of the 8th Division. 1t (lli,2,:
C.G.S. to D.S.D., 20 Mar 42) "

11. On 21 Mar 42 an estimate of the costs which would be
incurred in the organization of three Brigade Groups of the 8th
Division was prepar~d by the Direotorate of Stafx"' Dut"1eso The
total coat was estimated at $23,611,400, of which $9,372,076
would be non-recurring. 'l'his estimate was based on the assumption
that the total strength of three Brigade Groups would be 12,537
all ranks, or 11,973 other ranks and 564 officers; and that
organization of the cadres would take place by 1 Jun, and
concentration of the units by 1 Aug 42 (~: S.D. 3(a) to D.S.D.,
21 Mar 42).

12. The C.G.S. prepared a submission to the Minister of
"'9_""' ...... __ "" n ..... ..ft ...... nA ",,__ n.a.. ..... ...... .r.'l.... __ ~ ........ -t' __ "'''''JIII''tt. ....... " ...... "', .. ,.. ...... 4""""
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oompletion of the Order of Battle of the .,th Division."
With regard to the 8th Division, General Stuart proposed:

To mobilize the 19th, 20th and 21st Brigade
Groups of the 8th Division•••

• • • • • • • • •

The concentration of three Brigade Groups
of the 8th Division at Valeart1er, Vernon, and
Williams Lake or Wainwright Park, by 1st November,
1942.

(Ibid: C.G.S. to Minister, 24 Mar 42)-
The units hich were to be mobilized to make up these three
Brigade Groups were:

Three Headquarters, Infantry Brigades
Three Headquarters, Field Regiments
Nine Field Batteries
Portion Divisional Signals
Nine Infantry Batta110ns
Three Brigade Group Companies, R.C.A.S.C.
Three ~ield Ambulances
Three Light Aid Detachments (Type "Ar,)
Three Light Aid Detachments (Type "srt)

(Ibid)-
13. Ministerial approval of the above proposals as
granted on 26 Mar 42. District 0rficers Commanding were
requested to submit their se1eotions for any addit10nal units
which would require to be mobilized, andf'to proceed with
the forma-t10n of cadres on the 1st of June, pending formal
Privy Council approval" (Ibld)o The C.G.S. visualized the
ooncentration of the unitstaKing pla.ce "on approximately
1st August",R at whioh time the establishments would be
completed "by posting appropriate 'R' recruits with due
regard to territorial affiliation" (Ibid: C.G.S. to A.G.,
Q.M.G., M.G.O., 8 Apr 42). ----

14. In a third submission on 9 May 42, General Stuart
asked the Minister's approval of the formation of the units
required "to form three Brigade Groups of the 8th Division"
(Ibid: C.G.S. to Minister, 9 May 42)0 He proposed to
mobIlize a number of units; and from these and "from units
previously authorized to mobilize for coast defence and
garrison duties" the actual Orders of Battle were later to
be determined. He stated that he intended to advance the

1-date of concentration prior to 1 Aug 42 "as accommodation
and sufficient trained cadre personnal can be made Qva!lable lt •

The personnel to form the cadres of these units were to be
obtained from the following sources:

(a) From the Reserve Units being mobil1zed o

(b) From Reserve Army resources within each District.

~ There is no correspondence on file to show when the date
for the concentration of the units was advanced from
1 Nov 42 (para 12) to 1 Aug 42 (para 13) or the reason
for such a change 0 It is noted in para 13 tha t thi s
change had been made, and it is assumed that the suggestion
of S.D. 3(a) ment10ned 1n para 11 that the concentration
of the units would take place by 1 Aug 42 was adopted by
the C.G.S. be'tween 21 Mar 42 am 8 Apr 42 0
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(0) By withdrawing suitable personnel from Active
Units already mobilized in Canada. This
personnel, where possible, to be withdrawn from
Active Units of the same territorial Intantry
Regiment or from the same Corps of other Arms
and Services.

(d) From the Canadian Army Overseas.

(.!EM.)

15. No infantry battalions "ere selected from Military
Districts Nos 6 and '7 itin view of the heavy mobilizations
1Ihlch have previously taken placa ft in these Distric ts, which
were also being called up to form a considerable number of
new AntI-Aircraft units. It was noted, he ~ver, that "one
Light A.A.' and one Field Battery, R.C.A.~ will be mobilized
respectively from these Distriots" (~J.

16. Af~er the D.Os.C. had oonsidered the matter,
eleven "major" units were selected to meet the requirements
ot the 7th and 8th Divisions. The units, three of which
were French-speaking, were:

30th Reoonnaissance Battalion (The Essex Regiment)
2nd Battalion The Quean's Own Rifles or Canada
2nd/lOth Dragoons
The Prinoess ot Wales' Own Regiment (M.G.)
2nd Battalion Les Fusi1iers Mont-Royal
2nd Battalion Le Regiment de Maisonneuve
Le Regiment de Levis
2nd Battalion Tne Royal Winnipeg Rifles
2nd Battalion Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver Regiment)
2nd Battalion The Regina Rifle Regiment
2nd Battalion The Edmonton Fus1liers

(~)

1..- 17. The C.G. S. informed the A.G. on 13 May 42 that
the Minister had approved the above recommendations, and'
suggested advancing the date of ooncentration from 1 Aug to
1 Jul 42. Pertinent paragraphs of this memorandum read as
follows:

In view of the urgent neoessity of providing
operational units in Canada, prior to, or as soon
as possible arter, the departure of the 4th (Armoured)
Division, it has been decided that the date on which
concentration is to commenoe will be advanced to
about 1 JUt 42, at least in the case of Infantry
and Reece Battalions, and if possible for the other
Arms and Services as wall.

The units that will be-ooncentrated on 1 JUL
will depend upon the availability cf accommodation,
which is now being surveyed•••

In the meantime, however, it will be apparent
that the early proourement of trained cadres for
these units is of urgent importance, and to ensure
that the units have every advantage in the initial
stages ot their organization it is suggested that
the appointment of Commanding Officers (or
alternatively Seconds in Command in cases where the
Commanding Officer comes trom abroad) ought to be
the first consideration.

(~: C.G.S. to A.G., 13 May 42)
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All units had been allotted to Districts, a step which was
considered "desirable and necessary" even 1n the case of
units 1th no official reserve counterpart. Nevertheless,
it was not oons1dered that the resPective D.Os.O. should
bear all responsibility for the formation or oadres:

Bea1'1ng in mind the heavy cornmit:-nents hlch Districts
have had to meet, and the slimness ot the resources
ot Reserve Units, it will be apPl'eciated that
assistance will have to be given both trom units
ove~8eas and trom operational and H.W~E. Units
already tormed in Canada.

(~)

It was the opinion of the C.G.B. that the units already
tormed 1n Canada would be the rtmost prolific source" of
trained personnel (Ibid).-
18. A memorandum from the A.G. to the Director of
Mobilization and Requirements and the D1rector 01' Personal
Services o£ 15 May 42 read in part as follows:

In order to expedite these mobilizations, I
feel that the Infantry Units and Reece Battalions
could be mobilized 1n the same way as are the
battalions hich ar0 being formed this month, that
is by providing cadres am by filling the units
with N.R.M.A. Recruits who have not been passed
through Training Centres.

(Ibid: Macklin to D.M. & R. and
B:""""P'ers, 15 May 42)

The memorandum stated further that it was "urgently neoessary"
to prooeed with the fo~mation of the oadres of these units,
and suggested that recent experienoe had shown that the first
step to be taken in mobiliZing units was to appoint a
Commanding Offioer. D. Pera was instructed to take "immediate
steps to have the Selection Board make recommendations in this
regard rt

, and to consult the General Staff ooncernil1§ the
advisability of asking the Canadian Army Overseas, 'in
accordanoe with approved policy", to provide ~ portion of
the oadres. It was also considered that places of conoentra
tion should be selected at this stage (Ibid).

. -
19. Acoordingly, all D.Os.C. were requested by telegram
on 15 May to forward recommendations for the appointments of
Commanding Officer of Second-in-Command of the units listed
in para lQ (Ibid: D. Pel's to D.M. & R., 19 May 42). D.M. & R.
pointed out,~ever, that in order to speed up the formation
of the 7th and 8th Divisions it was considered desirable to
appoint Offioers Commanding for "even suoh small units as
LoA.Ds." at an early date, so that the mobilization of these
units might be carried out with the utmost despatoh (~:
D.M. & R. to D. Pers, 17 Mar 42).

20. The G.Os.C.-in-C o , Atlantic and Pacific Commands,
and the D.Os.C. ere informed on 21 May 42 that authoI'ity
for the formation of the units of the 8th Division had been
granted. The plan of mobilization was outlined as follows:

(a) Appointment of Commanding Ofticers or
Seconds-in-Command.

(b) Selection of cadres.

(c) Preliminary training period prior to
conoentra tiono .
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(d) Seleotion ot place ot concentration.

(e) Conoentration of cadres and enlisted
Active personnel.

(t) Completion of Unit by posting of personn 1
oalled up under .R.M.A.

(~: A.G. circular ~etter,' 21 May 42)

It was anticipated that some N.e.Os. would be available from
overseas for the cadre ot each unit. Others were to be
found trom Active units already mobilized 1n Canada. The
list of these units, together with the number or men eaoh
was to furnish, 1s as follows:

.~
The Royal of Canada
Victoria ifles of Canada
2nd Battalion, The Canadian Scottish Regiment
The Prince Albert and Battlaford Volunteers
The King t s Own Rifles of Canada
The Canadian Fusiliars
The Kent Regiment
Irish Fuslliers
The Rooky Mountain flangers
The Piotou Highlanders
The Edmonton Fusl1iers
The Winnipeg Grenadiers
The Saint John Fusl11ers
~1e Algonquin Regiment
The Midland Regiment
'!he Lincoln and Welland Regiment
The Sault Ste. Marie and Sudbury Regiment
r.Ibe Durferln and Haldimand R1fles of Canada
Fusiliers du St. Laurent
La Regiment da Joliette
Le Regiment de St. Hyacinthe
Le Regiment de Hull
The Prince of Wales' Rangers
The Prinoe Edward Island Highlanders

(Ibid)-
In the oase ot Infantry and Engineer units, only 75~ of the
oadres was to be supplied from the two so.uroes just mentioned~

The remainder would be obtained from the Reserve oounterpart
of the units being mobilized, from Reserve Army resources
within eaoh District, and by general enlistment.

21. It was appreciated that some difficulty might be •
experienced 1'n securing these cadres by 1 Jul 42, the final
date set for the ooncentration of the units; but it was
requested that every effort be made in order that the units
might conoentrate as early as possible (Ibid). '!he rank and
fils were to be obtained by enlistment from-the Reserve unit,
by general enlistment, and by the posting of H.D. reoruits.

22. As in the case of' the 7th Division (Report No 8,
Historical Section Da~a.rtment of Z.rational Defence, "The
7tIl Canadian D1visIon , para 1?n, there was a shor~age of
oadre personnel for the units of the 8th Division. On 16 May 42
a cable requesting officers and N.e .Os.ror the 8th Division
was despatched to Canadian Military Headquarters. It read,
in part, as tollows:

We •••appreciate that we have made very heavy
demands on you during past few months. e • Nevertheless
in view of great scarcity of trained and experienced
ofticers· and NCO s in Canada e would much appreciate
it it you could see way olear to supply personnel.
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23. A reply was received from General McNaughton on
24 May 42, in which he stated:

During the past 4 months nearly 700 officers and
over 3,000 other ranks have been returned to
Canada for instructional and o~ganizational purposes.
In addition 195 candidates for OCTU have been
despatched. The resulting situation is that units
formations and staffs have been seriously depleted
and time is now reqUired tor the development of
replacements. Moreover organization First Army
HQ, and 2 Corps involves further drain on units and
Corps and will undoubtedly limit the rate of
completion of those formations. Also we have
assumed heaVy additional responsibility in
reinforcement units by acceptance of partially
trained personnel as reinforcements which will
create a further demand on units for instructors.

In consequence of the foregoing I do not
feel that your request can properly be met at this
time and I suggest that it be deferred until about
1 Aug 1942, by which time I hope to be in a position
to help situation in Canada without undue compromise
of efficiency here.~

(Ibid: Tel G.S. 1756, Canm1litry to
~nsor (for A.G. from McNaughton),
24 May 42)

24. Maj-Gen W.H.P. Elkins, G.0.0.-10-C., Atlantio
Command, pointed out another difficulty on 25 May 42 0 As
already noted, La Regiment de Joliette was to furnish
34 N.e.Os.; La Regiment de St. Hyacinthe, 35 N.CoOs.; and
Les Fusiliers du St. Laurent, 32 N.C.Os. for the cadres of
the 8th Division. General Elkins stated:

It appears that in making out the table of
requirements the faot has been overlooked that the
above 3 units have only recently been mobilized and
have conoentrated for training only 5 weeks ago.
The units are themselves without sufficient N.C.O's.
to properly conduot their training and until further
N.C.O's. are provided will not be in a suitable
condition to assume coast defence duties. If
reqUired to provide N.C.O's. for 8th Division Unit'
all would be quite incapable of carrying out
op rational duty or even of continuing their own
tl"alning.

(Ibid: Elkins to the Secretary,
Department of National Defe!lCe, 25 May 42

As a result, all D.Oa.C. were requested to investigate
thorough1y all sources other than Active units already
mobilized, and to advise the A.G. what cadre personnel could
be obtained in each District (Ibid: Tel Mob 584, A.G. to
D.Os.C., 27 May 42; and ~: ~ circular letter, 30 May 42).

25. Maj-Gen B.F.G. Latson, then the A.Go, informed
General Elkins on 28 May 42 that the problem he had raised
was receiving oonsideration and that, in the meantime, personnsl

Both the request for cadre personnel and General
McNaughton's reply were made less than a month after
the "Conscription Plebiaclta lt had taken place, and
there can be little doubt that the manpower problem was
not yet solvado
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were to be selected according to previous inst~uction~

(para 20)~ He added:

It will be noted that personnel selected are to
remain with their present respective units until.
further :1nstruc tions a.re issued.

(~: Letson to Elkins, 28 May 42)

It was pointed out by D.M. &: R. that when the number of c.a.dre
personnel available in each District, from sources other than
Active uni ta, ha.d bee~ ascertained, the number to be provided
by these Active units \7ould then be ·determlm~d.

In other words, we have asked for a greater number
of N.C.O's than we will require providing cadre~

can be obtained from other sources. .

(~: :lI.R ~ 1 to :0 .1\L & R .. , 28 lI~i:lY 42)

26. In a memorandum addressed to the C.G.S~ on 8 Jun. 42,
General Letson proposed to ask the Army Co~~ander to furnish
fiearl y in August" fur-ther 1nforme.t5.on concerning the provision
01' oversas.s personnel for tl: e cad:t.'·ss of the 8th Division
(Ibid: A.G. to CoG.S., 8 Jun 42). nle situation with regard
to Artillery officers was considered particularly acute. It
was also evident, General L tson said, that units were "finding
it extremely difficult to obtain a working cadre of qualified
officers lt , and tha t they had invaria.bly to resort to the
instructional staffs of Trainil'l..g Centres. He pointed out -Chat
such action aggravated the difficult situation in completing
Training Centre establishmants o / In reply it was suggested
that some Artillery officers might be obtained from the 6th
Division, and that the other ra:llk cadres might be obta.ined fZ'om
sources in,Canada (~: Minutes 2 and 4)0

27. A memorand~~ from Col L.M~ Chesley to DoM. & ao
points out the reason for the policy of selec'cing cadre
personnal from Active units in Canada:

When the undersigned {ioe~ Col Chesley}
visited the Pacific Command with the C.G.8.
last· week, the Pacific Command registered stro~~
protest in regard to the supplying of cadres for
8th Div. units from Active units of the Command.
After discussion and pointing out thst by
facilitating the formation of 8th Div~ Brigade
Groups they were, in effect, facilitating ~~e

formation of units which were necessary tor the
defence of the Pacific Cou~and and which would
latel" move to that Command, tll'1d pointing ou7. the
lack of other available sources from ~\fh1ch to d::ou'iIJ
cadre S 0 ther thal'A Ac tiva Army Uni t;s, 'lihe A ..A.. Be
Q.M.Goand the GoO.C.~in-Co agreed to supply the
cadres.

(!P~: D.S.Do to D.M. & R., 8 3un 42)

28 e Brig G.G. Anglin, D.O.C. lVI.D·. 7, po:1.nted out
that ir·Tha Saint John Fusiliers (M.G~) were to furnish "the
N.C.Os o required (para 20) for the 8th Division, it would
be depleted o£ up!' ct1cally all ita N.C.O. rnaterial tf

, and
requested that such action be avoided "unless found
absolutely nsce ssarytt (Ibid: Angl in to Secf>etary, Depa.l~·I:an.ent

of National Defenoe ~ 18 Jun 42). Af-ter usElrious cons:l.der·- tion.lf ,

the A.G. replied that:

.0.while it is fully rea.lized the. t the depleting
of the N.C.O's strength in that unit will result
in reducing temporarily the effic~.ency of the 'l..'!.l'l1.t,
J..."1- ... _ ..... """"' ..._ ... _"-~,_~__..""-. ...1 .................. ,,:a .1 ..........q",,1-_ Jt_40 __ ...~_ ..\.. _~;:\ ...~"
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Further, it is oonsidered that N.C.O's drawn
from the Saint John Fusiliers should be replaoed
by promotion within the unit, and thus present an
opportunity fo~ deserved promotions.

(~: A.G. to D.O.C. M.D. 7, 25 Jun 42)

29. By 20 Jun 42 Officers Commanding had been selected
and approved far all Infantry unite of the 8th Division exoept
the 2nd Battalion, Le Regiment de Maisonneuve; and· a selection
had been made, but not· approved, for each of the 25th, 26th
and 27th Field Regiments (H.Q.S. 20-1-25, vol 1: Notes for
Director's Meeting, 20 Jun ~2).

PLANS TO MOBILIZE 8TH DIVISION HEADQUART.ERS

30. In a memorandum to the Minister of 'f-Tat1onal Defence
of 12 Jun 42, General Stuart sought authority for the llimmed1a:be
organization of Headquarters of the 8th Division and certain
associated headquarter units" (Ibid: C.G.S. to Minister,
12 Jun 42). The new uni ts were 'to'"Tncl ude :

One Headquarters of a Division
One Div H.Q. Defence and Employment Platoon
One Headquarters, Dlv Artillery
One Headquarters, Div Engineers
One Headquarters of a Commander Div R.C.A.S.C.
One Divisional Intelligenoe Section
One Field Security Section

(Ibid)-
General Stuart pointing out the reasons for creating these
new units, stated:

The expanded programma for the prevision of
forces for the defence of the West Coast includes
five Brigade Groups, three belonging to the 6th
Division and two to the 8th Division.E It is
the intention that the G.O.C., 6th Division shall
be responsible tar the three Brigade Groups 1n
southern British Columbia, 1.e. at Torino-Alberni,
Nanaimo. am Varnono

Under this arrangement, the G.O.C.-in-C.
will be obliged to deal directly with the G.O.C.,
6th Division, the Commanders of the two Brigade
Groups of the 8th Division, and the Commanders of
the Defences at Prince Rupert, Vanoouver, and
Esquimalt-Victoria. He will, therefore, be dealing
with six t'ormation commanders, as well as wi tib. the
various isolated battery am de'l;a.chment cOIl1m9nders
guarding aerodromes and vulnel"able points.

Bearing in mind that the G.O.O.-in-C. is
charged with the responsibility of oo-ordinat1ng
strategically the work of all ~~ree Services in
addition to his duties as Military Commander, I
oonsider it essential that a Headquarters be
provided to relieve him of the direct control of
the Brigade Groups at Prince Rupert and Prince
George, as vell as the Prince Rupert Defenoes.

As mentioned in para 9, one Brigade Group of the 8th
Division was to be stationed at Valcart1sr.
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! consider that the need for such a Head
quarters can best be met by organizing the Head
quarters of the 8th Division to be located at
Prince GeOl~ge. A Divisional Headquarters Defence
and Employment Platoon, and 'Intelligence Section~

and a Field Security Section will also be required.

In order that the G.O.C., 8th Division may
receive specialist and technical advice in carrying
out his duties, I further consider that Headquarters
Divisional Artillery, Divisional Engineers, and
Divisional Army Service Corps should also be
organized.

(Ibid)-
The total establishment strength was to be 360 all ranks;
and it was estimated that tne cost incurred 1n providing this
strength, as well as ancillary transport, armament and
ammunition, would be $894,976 for nine and a half months.

31. The formation of the 8th Divisional Headq~arters

and the units mentioned above' vias approved by the War Committee
of the Cabinet on 14 Jun 42, and the D.S.D. was instructed
to proceed with the necessary aotion. The ooncurrence
of the Treasury Board ~n,the proposal to mobilize these
units was forthooming on 14 Jul 42 (Ibid: Minute of a
Meeting of the Treasury Board, 14 Ju142); and the units
were placed on Aotive Service with effect from 15 JUn 42
(]bid: G.O. 301, 22 Jul 42).

32. T.he A.G., Q.M.G. al~ M.G.O. were inform d on
23 Jun 42 that approval had been granted nfor the mobilization
forthwith 't of these units, and that:

These headquarters and units will ooncentrate
at Connaught Ranges and will subsequently bEl moved
to operational looations at Prince George. In the
case of all but the intelligence and field seourity
seotions and ~~e defence and employment platoons,
it is intended to make this latter move when the
necessary officers have been selected. Other
rank personnel may then be drawn from units within
the divis ion.

The selection of the commanders and stafr
officers concerned will be undertaken forthwith.

(Ibid: Chesley to A.G., Q.M.G., M.G.O o

23'JUn 42)

33. It was suggested by D.M. & R. that, since only
limited accor.~aodationwas available at Connaught Ranges
where the Headquarters of the 6th and 7th Division were
already organizing, the officers of the 8th Division might
be oalled to Ottawa, atter which they would be sent to
Prince George to bagin organization of the Divisional .
Headquarters (Ibid: Chesley to D.M. & R., 23 Jun 42, Minute 2).
This suggestio~s adopted, and on 25 Jun 42 a oircular
letter stated that the ,officers of tneDivisional Headquarters,
the Intelligence Section and the Field Security Section would
proceed to Ottawa to ftattend to the prelimlnart organizs'clonft

of those units. The officers of the Headquarters, Divisional
Engineers, Artillery and R.C.A.S.C. were to be sent to their
operational location at Prince George as soon as they ware
appointed to organize their resFective headquarters (~:
A.G.circular letter, 25 Jun 42)0 rqo. 8 Defence am
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Employment Platoon was to concentrate at Connaught Ranges
on 23 J'ul 42. Its cadre, am as many of the non-cadre
personnel as possible, were to be supplied by The Lorne
Scots'; if a sufficient number was not e. vailable from this
source, the unit was to be brought up to establishment
strength by the posting of N.R.M.A. personnel (Ibid. See
also, Ibid: A.G. to D.O.C., M.D. 2, 27 Jun 42)':----
34. The units which were to comprise the three
Brigade Groups of the 8th Division were placed on Active
Servioe by G.O. 309 of 1942, with effect; from 12 May 42,
G.O. 301, dated 22 Jul 42, called out on Active Service the
8th Division Headquarters and the Headquarters units
mentioned in para 30, wi th e~fect f:rom 15 tTun. 0 ther un! ta
walle placed on Active Service as the need arose. The 8th
Di~'isiona1 Postal Unit was authorized to fOI'ID on 4 Sep 42,
wi i:h effec t from 31 Aug 42, and was to serve the 8th
Diuiaion ani coast defence concentratiOi.'ls at Prince Rupsl: t,
Pr:.noe Gaorgeand Terrace (H.Q.S. 20-5-25-1: A.G. circular
1ei;tar, 4 Sap 42). Nos 19, 20 and 21 Defence Platoons were
Da"lad as Active units of the Canadian Army by G.O. 360 dated
15 Sap 42, with effect from 1 Aug 42, and ~.!lere to serve the
19th, 20th and 21st Infantry Brigade Groups respectively
( .Q.S. 20-4-25-J). Instruotions were issued on 9 Nov 42
fJr the formation of a Pack Transport in Pacific Command.

ne troop of 12 horses was ~o be provided for each Brigade
l.troup of the 6th and 8th Divisions located in Pacific Command,
and each troop was to be further allotted to one Infantry
battalion within the Brigade for "experimental and training
purposes" (H.Q.S. 20-1-12·11-8: A.G. circular letter,
9 Nov 42). A further add! tion ~vas made to the uni 'cs of
the 8th Division when, on 30 Nov 42, authority was granted
for the formation of' a F~.eld Cash Office. (H.Q.S. 20-4-N:
A.G. circular latter, 30 Nov 42). No.1 Armoured Train,
authorized to organize by G.O. 45 of 26 Jan 43 (effective
1 Dec 42), came undsr the comma~A of the 14th Brigade r
Headquarters, 8th Divisional Signals, YlaS forillad by
Quthority or G.O. 469 dated 3 Dec 42, with effect from
15 Oct 42. Also under the commend of the 8th Division in
Pacific Command were the 8th Aerodrome Defence Company
at Annette Island, the 11th Aerodrome Defence Company at
Terrace~ and the 14th Aerodrome Defence Company at Smithers.

APPO INTME}1TS

35. Brig H.N .. Ganong, V.D., vlho ha.d commanded the
3rd Infantry Brigade and had been reco~~ended by General
MoNaughton, was selected to command the 8th Division with
the rank of Maj~en. The senior ap?ointme ts of the Divisionsl
Headquarte~s were as follows:

~oin~mant" Effective Data.....-- --- ---
G.O.O.
G.S.O. 1
A.A. &. Q.M.G.

A.D.M .. S.
A.D.O.S.
C..R.C.A.S.C.
C.R.C.A.
C.RoC.E.

Maj-Gen R.N. Ganong~ V.D.
Lt-Col S.T.E. Fetterley
Lt-Col A.E. Duncanson, D.S 0.,

V.D o

A/Col J.L. Sutherland.
Lt-Col C.F. Curtis
Lt-Co1 H. Westmorland
Brig W.C. Thackray
Lt-Co1 P.L. Dabney, M.M., B.D.

11 Jul 42
3 Aug t!2

3 A1:~ 42
18 .Tul 42
12 Aug 42
10 Aug 4~

_ Sap 42
14 Sap 42

36. Soma difficulty appears to have arisen in obtaining
officers to command the units of the 8th Division and to fill
certain junior appointments o The situation ~as considered
"so serious as to justii'y any reasonable expedient" in fi111n.
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existing vacancfes. It was suggested that, as a temporary
measure, junior officers for Artillery and ·.nfantry unit
might be obtained by selecting flU table persons from the
following sources:

(a) N.G.Os,. with not less than au' months' service
in the C.A"S.F.

(b) C.O.T.e. cadets who had completed not less th n
one a~~usl training in the C.O.T.G.

(c) N.G.Os., Reserve Florea, who hnd completed ons
annual training.

(d) Selecte1 civilians whose business experience
indico;t;ed that the~T were officel" material o

(H.Q.S. 20-5Q25=1: D.C.G.S.(B) to
C.G.S., 8 Jun 42)

In addition, it was pointed out that there might be obtained
from n iVe11 established Infantry Units (A.F. j fl officers who
had held "pI'asent ra'nk (A.F.) for a year or moran and W0re
recommended assuits.ble to cOl1unand units (Ib:"d: A.G. circ lar
letter, 18 Jul 42). A number of officers~;-commandunits
or to serve as Seconds~ln<=>Commandwere supp:.iad by Canadian
Military Headquarters (Ibid: Tel: A. 2835, Lanml1itry 'bo
Defensor, 17 Sep 42).

ORGANIZATION OF HEAD~tJARTERS 8th DIVISION

37.. Headqual~t;ers of the 8th Divi aion :"sgarJ. orgsnlzc.tlon
on 3 Aug 42 in Otta\"la under the command of .~aj-a-en Ga.nonl;,
w_th offices in the Bolton Street Public :3c1100l (B.O-.S. 20",,4 Q 25,
vol 2°: . D.M. & R. to Chief Ordna.nce Officer, 4 Aug 42). T.na
Headquarters was scheduled to move from ott- iVa on 18 Aue; to
Prince George where concentration was to te:ca place (Ibid:
G nong to Sect'S, D.N.D oI 12 Aug 42). It ap.;>ears, hOW~ll
that there \:'Jas a lack of can7as accommods.tloL at Prince Go org II

and, partly because of a shortage of mater! Is, permanont
accommodation could not be comp eted until mid~Octobsr. It
was suggested that representati-ves from the 8th Division mlg..'!1.'l:
be sent to Vancouve to ctlook over ·the Sitl...1 tion in con:L.nction
with Pacific Command and s°clbmit definite proposals for the 1,10 ,3:'

Accordingly, Lt-Col S.T.E. F~tterlay, O.S.O 1, and Maj V.G.
Hale:; R.C "O.C., were au'thor:lzad to procee.d ·~o Pllci.fic Con:.m nd
(Ibid: Macklin to D.C.GcSo(A), 12 Aug 42; also Gibson t
D:-Fers, 13 AUf.'; 42). They reported that tht3y had lfinspected
camp and appr'oved csneral sits" but wsre no \" in favour of
the Division moving there for some time (\'If .D", ILQ .. 8 Cdr D:...v
(A. & Qo), September 1942, Appx VII, 20 Aug 42). Jaspers
Alberta, was sugger·i"!;ed as a possible temporary site for \.h
Divisional Headquarters until the spring of 1943$ YJhen 1.t; wes
anticipated that accormnodatlon would be com-;>leted at. P:d.nce
George ..

380 The G.O.C.-in-C.,. Pacific Command, issued the
following instructions with respect to the organiz tion ani
role of the Division:

1 0 It is not the intent~on to hand over Command
of any of the units or formations of 8th Division t.
the G.O.C. 8th Division until sue.'} time as the
G.0.0.-1n-C. is satisfied that 8t~ Division He d
quarters 1s fully organized and ready to taka ovel'
Command. In the meantime they are to concentr ta
on the organlz tion of their Headquarters mt Jasper
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20 The G.O~C. 8th Division is expected to trav~

arou his area as much as he desires taking a hen&
in and supervising the training of the 8rlgade Group
at Terrace and Prince George o

3. The G.O.C~-in-Co, Pacific Command will retain
Prince Rupert Defences and Annette Island direotly
under his own Com~and for some time to come o

4. The defenoe plan for 8th Division should be
based on the defence of and recapture of, if necessary
the aerodromes at Terrace, Woodcock, Smithers p

Vanderhoof, and Prince George.

·5. The Armoured Train has been ordered to
Vancouver where it will be overhauled by Ordnance
and all necessary adjustments and alterations madG
so that the equipment will stand up to movement on
rails. Eventually the train will be stationed at
Terrace and will constitute a mobile reserve, making
a run once a week or sOo Before this happens,
however, trainin~ on the train will proceed until tile
O.C., 14th Infantry Brigade is satisfied with its
operational state o

(P.c.s. 504-8-6=1 (H.So): Memorandum
of Instruc tiona from GoO.C •."il1~C 0 ,

Pacific Command, 27 Aug 42)

39 0 On 31 AU3 42 General Ganong submitted to the C.G.S.
a report on the three main camps which were to coma under
his command. At PZ'ince G-eorge he found t..he morale of the
troops flexcep'tlonally high" 0 Training was ',\'el1 advanced
and large parties were engaged in fire fighting which he
considered good training. The state of morale at Prince Rupert
was also very e;ood,and close cooperation 'l."dth the American
troops there \'18.S an '~outstanding feature". At Terrace,
however, the situation was not 8S satisfactory,: the tl'OOPS
appeared "bol"edft

, morale we.s "not at all high f I and training
was It seriously behind to. The G.O.O. noted that Lee-Enfiold
rifles were being issued to all camps, but added that 2" nortar
bombs and hand grenades were needed for training purposeo o

He recommended the establishment of land line~ to lmprov the
system of comraunication, and the organization of a Field
Bakery at Terrace. With regard to the construction of hutments~

General Ganong stated that building was "progressing fairly
wall" at Prince Rupert and Prince George, but that it was
ttbadly behind. a.t Terrace" (HeQ..C~ 8522",,8: Preliminary Survey,
Northern Portion, Pa.cific Command, 31 Aug 4~)~

40~ Concentration began at Jasper on 1 Sep 420 ~vo

hotels, the Athabasca and "he Astoria.,.were rented as quartors
for the Division:§, and office space was lace.ted :tn the Jfiasonic
Hall. F'U):·thel'> accommoda.tion was required, .:l.nd the possib:i.llty
of using Jasper Lodge, owned by the Canadian National' Ra~lw&Y39
was considered o As an alternative, National Defence Head
quarter's suggested that accommodation might be available at
Terrace, but an investigation failed to reveal suitable
buildings. The problem ?laS settled by moving personnel of
the 8th Divisional Headqua.. tars from Jasper to Prince Georg'
as accommodation became available' therG o

41" 'fue strength of the Div'i ional Headquarters on
30 Sep 42 was 20 officers and 68 other ranks (including five
B.D o personnel), with 23 all ranks attachedo The Dafanc and

~ A long and involved lawsuit resulted from the use of
these two hotalsc Final settlement was made in October _
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Employment Platoon, which had arrived at Jasper on 11 Sap 42,
had a strength of 10 all ranks (W.D., H.Qo 8 Cdn Div (A. & Q.)
October 1942, Appx VII). On 1 Oct 14th Inrantry Brigade
at Terrace, and the 16th Infantry Brigade at Prince George $

came under the command of the 8th Dlvisiono The Division took
over the oommand of the Prince Rupert Defences on 9 Oct 420
By 14 Nov all Headquarters personnel had been moved to Princs
q.eorge.

THE BRIGADE GROUPS OF THE 8TH. DIVISION

420 As already mentioned, the Brigade Groups mobilized
as part of the 8th Division were the 19th, 20th and 21st
(para 12). SUbsequent events saw the 8th Division 1n command
of the 14th Brigade Group at Terrace, the 16th ~igadG Group
at Prince George, and the Prince Rupert Defences. The story
of the Home Defence Divisions is somewhat complio~ted; and
a1 though the 8th Divj.sion never administered the Brigade
Groups originally assigned to itt a very brief outline of
the 19th, 20th and 21st Brigade Groups may be of value.

43 0 The 19th Brigade Group began organization at Vernon,
Boe 0' on 22 Jun 42 under the command of Brig W"G. Colquhoun,
MoO., and derived its nucleus from the 17th Brigade Group
Headquarters (W$D., 19 Inr Baa, 22 Jun 42; sae also R!p0rt No~~,

2.2. oit, para 27) (> 'Ihe Infantry component of this BrIgade Group
conSISted of The Winnipeg Light Infantry, The Prince Albert
and Batt1eford Volunteers, and the 3rd Battalion, Irish
Fusillers. The. 19th Infantry Brigade formed a "Command Reserve!:,
one of the four commands directly under Pacific Command Head
quarters. The location of this Brigade at Vernon was sa1actad
with a view to making possible rapid movament in any emergency
to Prince George to Vancouver, up the eariboo Highway to the
Williams Lake District, or down the Okanagan Valley to the
International Boundary (Report No o 3, 2E cit, para 107). With
the reduction of the operational troops in-Facific Comm~nd,
the 19th Brigade Group was disb~nded with effect from 15 Oct 43 0

44. The 20th Brigade Group began organizing ita Head=
quarters at Niagara-on-the-Lake on 31 Aug 42 with Brig p.
Earnshaw, D.S.O., M.e., as commander. The 2nd/lOth Dragoons,
the 3rd Batte.lion, 'The Queen' a Own Rifles of Canada, and the
3rd Battalion, The Royal Winnipeg Rifles, made up the Ip1antry
component. The 20th ~lgade Group came under the co~~and of
the 7th Division, and moved to Dabert on 30 Sep 420 r£he
B,rigads Headquarters moved to Vernon on 3 luI 43, and to Port
Alberni (Vancouver Island) on SO Jul, to take oval' the role
of the 13th ~igads which had been sent to K1skao The disQ
bandment of the 2o.th Brigade took place on 15 Oct 43"

45 0 The C.G.S. had stated to the Minister on 24 Mar 42
that :l.t was proposed to provide a. Brigade Group at Valcart1.er
"as a reserve for the AtlantlcCommand" (H.QoS" 20-1 ...25, vol 1:
C.G.S o to Minister, 24 Mar 42), and later it was decided to
organize the 21st Brigade Group there. No action was taken

for several months. On 16 Dec 42 Col LoM. Chesley, DoS.D.,
noted that "no action has as yet been taken to mobilize the
Headquarters, 21st Brigade Group" and suggested that steps be
taken so that this Headquarters might "function at as early a
date as possible" {H.QoS. 20-1=25-E: DoS.D. to D. Mob, 16 Dec 42
Brig G.V. Francoeur, C.B.E., V.D., was selected to co~~and the
Brigade, and the D.O.C., M.D. 5, was requested to select suitable
personnal for the Headquarters staff (!ri~: Do Pars to Do Mob,
2 Jan 43; also Minute 2) <) The 21st Br ga e Group Headquarters
began to function on 5 Jan 43 {W.D.,H.Q. 21 lnr Bda, 5 Jan 43).
The Infantry units in the arigade were La Regiment de Levis~
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the 3rd Battalion, La Regiment de Maisonneuve, and the 3rd
Battalion, Les Fusillers Mont-Royal. The strength of the
21st Brigade Group as at 9 Jan 43 was 1,456 all ranks, of whom
158, were offloers# 605 Active personnel, and 651 H.D. or
NoR.M.A. soldiers (H.QoS. 8899, vol 3: nCanadlan Army in
Canada by Formations • Strength'f, 9 Jan 43). The Brigade
carried out training until its disbandment on 15 Oct 43.

46. The 14th Briaade Group had been authorized to
mobilize on 29 Ju1 41 (H.Q.S. 20-1-5, vol 1: Crerar to
Minister, 15 Jul 41, Minute 2)0 Its Headquarters began
organizing at Chippewa Barracks, Niagara Falls, 24 Sep 41,
under the command of Brigadier 0 0 104. Martin, where th'e Brigade
assumed the task of protecting, industrial installations in
tha.t area. Brig V. Hodson took over the oommand on,21 May 42.
The 14th ,Brigade Group moved to Terraoe, B.C. on 29 May 42.
Brig J.P o Girvan, D.S.O o, M.C., V.D., became Brigade Commander
on 27 Augo On 1 Oct 42, the date ot which the Brigade pscama
part of' the 8th Divi sion, the King's Own Rifle s of Canada
and the Kent Regiment, two of the Infantry battalions of the
14th Brigade GroupA, had strengths of 683 and 482 respectlve1yo
Also in camp at Terrace were tho 19th Field Regiment, RoC.A o »
the 5th Field Company,R.C.E., 'No.1 Field Ambulance, R.C~f.\.M.C.,

and a Signal Section (W.D., H.Q. 14 lnr Bde,'October 1942,
Appx "e"). The 14th Infantry Brigade left Terrace f'or Nanalmo
on 13 Oot 43.

47. The 16th Brigade Group, which had been intended
to form part of the 7th Division, began itsorganlzation at
Prince George, B.C., under the command of Brig O.M. Martin, V.D.,
on 26 Jun 42 0 The Infantry units were already in camp, and
their strengths were as follows:

Officers Other Ranks HoD.
(Active)

The Oxford Rifles 34 158 615
The Brockville Rifles 38 284 453
The Prince of Wales' Rangers 47 254 4'13

(W.D., H.Q. 16 lnf Bele, 26 Jun 42)

By the end of July 1942 the Brigade Headquarters staff numbered
15 all ranks. The 8th Division took over the command of the
16th Brigade on I, Oct 42. Brig D.R. Sargent, E.D., replaoed
Brig Martin as Commander on 28 Jul 43.. The 16th Brigade Group
moved to Nanaimo on 28 Jul 43 where it came under the co~~nd

of the 6th Division.

PRINCE RUPERT DEFENCES

48 n The Prince Rupert Defences had been in existence prior
to the beginning of the war. With the despatch of the "Warning
Telegram" on 25 Aug 39, the 102nd (North British Columbia)
Heavy Battery, R.C.A., was called out for duty at Prince Rupert
(~eliminarI Narrative Ristor. of the Canadian Militar Policy
and of Canadian Military orcas, n Canada a A aoant 4e ions
1939-45 rniaRter '1; "F'urtner Measures oI.....-prapare ness 3-
para 17'. Lt-Col S.D. Johnston, M.e., V.D o , was placed in
command, temporary gun mountings were made, and a guard was
mounted at the drydock (W.D., H.Q. Prince Rupert Defences,
26 Aug 39). By the. first week in October, the troops under
Fortress command included the 10200 (N01'"th British Columbia) ,
Heavy Battery, R.C.Ao,the 2nd Searchlight Battery, R.C.A o , a
Signal company, a company from the 2nd Battalion, The Canadian
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Scottish Regiment, two companies from the Irish Fusiliers,
an R.C.A.S.C. detaohment, and a detachment from the 12th Field
Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C. Col D.B. Martyn, D.S.O., M.e., V.D.,
took over the oommand of the Prince Rupert Defences on
13 Sep 42 (Ibid: 13 Sep 42). .-
49. General Ganong stressed the strategic importance of
Prince Rupert in a memorandum of 5 Nov 42, pm-t of hich read
as followss

Prince Rupert is the most tempring bait for the
Japanese on the Canadian Pacifio Coast. With the
tremendous amount of American supplies flowing
through this port; the tact that it 1s the junction
point of the Canadian and northern American defenses
and the capture or destruction of this port would be
a big factor in isolating the American effort in
Alaska; the appalling vulnerability of the railway
l1ne forming the only means of East and West
communications in the area; the numerous excellent,
and difficult-to-protact approaches, most of which
are we.II k·nown to the Japs; all of these things
would tend to make Prince Rupert assume a very large
place in enemy plans regard1ne any projected invasion
or raid on North America.

(P.C.s. 504-8-8-1 (H.S.) Ganong to H.Q.
Pacific Command, 5 Nov 42)

50 0 The troops at Prince Rupert in April, 1943, included
portions of the 17th (North British Columbia) Coast Regiment,
the 22nd Field Regiment, R.C.A., the 22nd Anti·Adrcraft Battery,
RoC.A., the 32nd Anti-Aircraft Battery, R.C.A., The Winnipeg
Grenadiers, The Midland Regiment, No 9 Area Signal Company,
No 4 Fort Company, R.C.E., No 11 Company, R.C.E. ~nd Headquarters
personnel. In addition, No 1 Al"moured Train· and a Reserve
Machine Gun Battalion, ~hich began organization 1n February
1943, provided means of defence 1n that area.

NO 1 ARMOURED TRAIN

51. In order to further strengthen the da~ences of
northern British Columbia, No 1 Armoured Train was put into
operation on the railway line between Prince· Rupert and Terrace.
More I specifically,. it was intended to defend this vital 
portion o~ railway from an attack by landing parties which
might be transported in small craft tip the Skeens River, which
was navigable for a hundred miles !'rom its mouth and along the
.banks of which the railway. had been built. The train was
protected by heavy steel plate armour, and armed with two
75 m.m guns, four 40 mm Befors guns and two searchlights.. It
was.manned by approximately 55 all ranks, including 44 from-
the 48th Light Anti-Aircra£t Battery, R.C.A .. and, in addition,
was capable of carrying one full company of Infantry with
platoon weapons (W.D., No 1 Armd Train, February 1943, Appx 3;
see ~lso Re~ort No.3, 2£ cit, para 88). Training was carried
out under the direotion of-rhe 14th Brigade, and No 1 Armoured
Train was assigned a role in the 8th Division's defence scheme.
Although it was never neoes.sary to use the train in &n active
role, it appears to have maintained a high degree of preparedness
for such an eventuality, and in addition proved useful in
moving troops 1n that area. No 1 Armcured Train was disbanded
by G.O. 378;44, with affect from 3lJul 44. '
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NO 1 PACK TRANSPORT 'IROOP, R.. C.A.S.C.

52. On 5 Nov 42 the C.R.C.A.S.C., 8th Canadian Division,
was instructed to plan the formation of a pack transport unit
(W.D., No 1 Pack :rpt Tp. R.C.A.S.C._ 5 Nov 42). Aooording to
furthete instructions rece1vad on 17 Nov_ one troop ot 12 paok
horsea was to be provided for eaoh Brigade of the 6th and 8th
Divisions located in Pacirlc Commarn, am each such troop wss
to be allotted to one Infantry battalion in the Brigade for
experiMental and training purposes. Personnel ~ere to be found
within existing e'stablishmenta, but might be enlisted within
the establi8hment of the units conoerned for service V/ith the
Pack Transport Troops (Ibid: 1'7 Nov 42). A1though it was
planned to provide a PaCk"T'ransport Troop for each Brigade of
the 6th am 8th Divisions, only one such troop appears to have
been organized. No 1 Pack Transport Troop, oalled out by G.O.
175 of 23 Apr 43•. w1th effect from 15 Mar 43, functioned directly
under 8th Divisional R.C.A.S.C. Headquarters.

b f 53. Two farms, comprising 40 acres, which welte being
purchased by the Department of National Defence at Prince George
for a rifle range, ware to be used to accommodate the Troop
horses. Buildings_ fences and oorrals had to be constructed,
and it was not until 25 Feb 43 that the first 12 horses were
purchased. These, with 12 more, arrived at Prince George on
13 Apr 43. The unit establishment authorized a strength of two
offioers, 68 other ranks, and 80 horses. A detachment consisting
of 18 all ranks arid 34 horses, after assembling at Jasper,
Alberta, prooeeded to Little Yoho Valley in the latter part of
June 1943, oovering 175 miles in seven days (Ibid: JUly 1943,
Appx 4). The detaohment performed the necessary '1'pack1ng" for
the Mountaineering Course which was conduoted there, and returned
to Prince George on 12 Sap 43 (Ibid: S,ptember 1943, Appx 4).
A number of men and horses were-afSo provided to transport supplies
for the courses of the Jungle Warfare School (Ibid: 19 Aug 43
and 24 Aug 43) No 1 Paok Transport. Troop was iiIiOanded 14 Feb 46,
by G.O. 92.

OPERATIONAL ROLE

54. The operational role of the units of the 8th Division
consisted of the protection of important points in the northern
part of British Columbia. Briefly, the 8th Canadian Division
was responsible for the defenoe of that portion of ~itish

Columbia lying north and west of the main line of the Canadian
National Railways from Ashcroft to the Alberta border, including
the United States aerodrome at Annette Island but not including
the R.C.A.F. base at Bella Bella.' Within this.area were a number
of military and civil installations of strateg1c importance:
the northern branch of the Canadian National Railways provided
the only means of oommunication inland from Prince Rupert; there
were asrodromas located at Prince George, Vanderhoof, Smithers,
Woodcock, Terrace, Dog Creek and Quesnel, and an Amerioan
aerodrome at Annette Island from which aircraft might move to
Alaska or carry out offensive action against any enemy approach.
In addition, there were advanced air bases at Seal Cove and
Alllford Bay. At Prince Rupert, centre of fishing and lumbering
for northern British Columbia and Canadian National Railways
terminus, there were shipping, dockage, drydock, Shipbuilding
and ship repair facilities, as well as advanced naval and air
bases and an American base which handled supplies and shipping
for Alaska. For all of these installations the 8th Division
had to provide means of derence.

55 0 The anticipated forms and scales of enemy attaoks may
be summarized as follows:

(s) Bombardment by a capital ship, by two a-inch gun
n.,.ni A91"S1._ ot' bv one merchant ship mounting 6-1noh
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(b) Attaok by mlnelaylng craft, submarine and
small surrace c~aft.

(c) Attack by saa-borne or air-borne ra ding parties
whose strength would not exceed the equivalent
of two brigade groups. Suoh a raid might be
prolonged from 24 to 48 hours.

(d) Light to medium soale bombing, torpedo or
gas attaok by Ship-borne aircraft on coastal
or inland objectives.

56. The troops assigned to the 8th Canadian Division to
meet an enemy attack included, 1n addition to the units of
the 14th and 16th Brigade Groups and the Prince Rupert Defences,
a Reserve achine Gun Battalion at Prince "Rupert, detachments
of the Services hlch had been allotted to the area, and
companies of the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers The Prince
Rupert Defences were responsible foI' the Prince Rupert area,
the 14th Brigade Group for the TaIlrace area, and the 16th
~igade Group for ~~e Prince George area. The Reserve Machine
Gun Betta110 was in the process of being organ1z d in February
1943, and it was not anticipQted that it {ould be of operational
valus for soma t Ime •

57. The Pacific Coast :fil1tla Ra.ngers, organized In
February 1942, consisted of hunters, f1 h&rmen, farmers,
loggers, and men of many other occupations who formed compan13s
varying 1n strengths from 50 to 300. It was considered that
these men, armed with 30/06 and 30/30 rifles and 9-mm Stan
sub-Machine Carbines, were capable of being used 1n the
following roles:

(a) Intelligence duties and local defence-against
minor raids.

(b) To operate either by themselves or in conijunction
with units of the Active Army to repel a major
attack.

(0) Observation.

(d) Anti-sabotage measures.

(e) Scout and guide parties.

(f) Guerilla tactics.

(g) Demolition work.

For operational purposes, the companies of Pacif1e Coast
Milit1a Rangers were under the command of the formation in
whose area they were located. (A list of Paoific Coast "
Militia Ranger companies under the command of the 8th Division
for 0r.:rational purposes, and their location# is included as
Appx 'B"). (Additional information concerning the Pacific
Coast Militia Rangers# may be found 1n H.Q.C. 5393-5-3: Lt-Col
T.A.H. Taylor to D.B.S •• 4 Apr 45~ and attached letters "A",
I'B" .. "C", "D", "En, ifF"; Ibid; fu>ig W.G. Colquhoun too D.H.S. Jt

30 Apr 45; and ~eport No 3, 02 cit, paras 94-99.)

58. In March 1943 the coast defence and anti-au'cl'>sft
armament allotted to the 8th Division was reported as follows:

Prince Rupert Defences

Main Defence

Harbour and 80em

Artillery

"
3 - 6 ft guns
2 - Slf R.R. guns
2 ,.. 12 pdr. eu.ns
'I .t:t. _ _ ~~~ _
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Close Defence

A.A. Defence

C.A.S.L's

Annette Island

L.M.G's

Artillery

Artillery

C.A.S.L's

7 - M.M.Gts - ultimately
8 - M.M.Gta

" 6 .. to .G' 8
,~

12 .. 40 rom Bofor s
4 - 3.7" A.A. guns

2 - 60" Concentrated
2 - 60" Dispersed
1 .. 38" Dispersed
2 - 18" Concentrated

8 .. 40 mm Bofors
4 .. 3.7" A.A. guns

2 .. 25 pdr guns .. Hows

Ultimately 2 - 90 Cm

A11iford &1

Armoured Train 2 .. 75 rmn guns
4 .. 40 llllU Bo:for s
2 - 120 em Searchlights

2 .. 75 rom guns
2 - 2" Mortars
2 - 40 mm Borors
:3 .. In.M.G'
2 ...5 A.A.M.Ots

(The "Operational Plan l
' for the 8th Canadian D'....dsion may

be found in the War Diary, H.Q. 8 Cdn Div (G.S.), March 1943,
Appx 2, from which the information in the preceding paragraphs
was taken.)

STREIiDTH AND COMPOSITIO~r

59. The total strength of the 8th Division and all
units under its command on 9 Jan 43 wa.s 7.,197. Of' th~~s

number, 431 were officers, 3,263 Active soldiers., and 3,'705
H.D. or N.R.M.A. personnel (H.Q..S. 8899, vol 3: 'Cansdial'1 Army
in Canada by Formations - Strength", 9 Jan 43). An Operational
Looation Statement showing the-composition of the 8th Divls~on,

the location and approximate strengths of its units on 7 Apr 43
1s attached ss Appx "Alt.

TRAINIID

60.. During the first months in Pacific Comme.nel , it
'appears that of neeess!'!;,. much time was spent on the problem~1

of organization, leaving little time for more than individval
training. On 14-20 Oct 42 a message battle scheme, Exercise
"Lilac", originating at Pacir1c Command Headquarters l was
carried out to test communications and staff lork of formations
and units in Pacific Command. The Prince Rupert Defences and
the 14th Brigade took part, and it was considered that all
concerned rtderived great benefit because by actually going
through the motions and assisting in the preparation of the
planned defence scheme ••• they learned their duties thoroughly
and became better acquainted with the defences of 'the area."
(P.C.S. 501-1-26, vol 1 (H.S.): Col D.B. Martyn to Headquarters,
Pacific Command, 22 Oct 42).

61. Under instructions from Pacific Command Headquarters,
a winter training coUrse was to be held at Prince George by the
8th Division. Instructors who attended were later to conduct
similar training for the units at Prince George, Terrace and
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660 Courses 1n "Forest, Bush and Jungle Warrare" Viera
conducted at Prince George under the supervision of the G.O.C.,
8th Division. The first course was held 1n August 1943.
Liaison concerning this subject was maintained with British
and American Army authorities 1n order to take advantage of
lessons already learned in actual fighting. The courses
andeavouz-ad to "instruct as many Officers and N.e.Os. as
possible ••• in the art of living and fighting 1n small groups
in close country, without camp facilities, under all weather
conditiona, and for long periods of time" (P.C.S. 502-l-28~
vol 1 (H.S.): Report on Forest, Bush and Jungle Warfare
School ll Prince George, 19 Jan 44).

DISBANDMENT - 15 OCT 43

67'0 By the summer of 1943 there \vas evident some
improvement in the strategic situation 1n Europe and in the
Paoific theatre, and the posai~11ity of an attack on either
ooast of Canada appeared lessened. As a result, the C.G.S.
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proposed to the Minister of National Defence on 30 Aug 43
that the '7th and 8th D1visions should be disbanded, and the
strength of the 6th Division should be reduced. These
recommendations ere approved by the War Committee of the
Cabinet on the following day, 31 Aug 43 (H.Q.S. 20-1-5, vol 3:
Murchie to the inister, 13 Jan 44). Mr. Ralston made a
public announcement of this decision on 13 Sap 43. His
statement read, .1n part as follows:

Events of recent months have greatly improved
the ceneral strategic situation in respect to the
defence of both coastal regions of Canada.

In the Pacific there has been the eviction of
the Japanese from the Aleutians and the increasing
scale of operations in the South West Pacific •.

ThE) European areB. has seen the continuance of
Russian successes with increasing menace to Hitler,
the destruction of the Axis forces in North Ar.rlca.
and the capitulation of Italy These successes
intensify the threat of further operations against
the Axis both 1n Northwestern Europe and in the
Mediterranean area.

While these developments do not remove the
threat of enemy action in certain forms against
this continent they reduce materially the scala of.
any possible operation of that kind.

The degree of probability and the possible type
and weight or any such operations have been appraised
in consultation with the United States authorities.

In the light of this appraisement it is possible
to revise the composition of the portion of the
Army in Oanada which is allotted to operational
tasks and to effect a reorganization and a substantial
reduction in the number of troops to be employed for
that purpose.

Obviously, operational troops in Canada are
employed principally in connection with the defence
of the Atlantic and Pacific' coastal a.reas. Conse
quently the main features of the reorganization will
include:

(a) DowrN/ard adjustments in local defences at
strategic points, having regard to their relative
importance and vulnerability.

(b) The 7th and 8th Divisions now on duty in
Canada will be disbanded and the 6th Division will
be partially disbanded o In substituation for these
Divisions it is proposed to ratain a composite
formation of three brigade Er.(lOUpS each ca.pable 'or
operating independently. These troops will be
administered and trained under a modified Divisional
Headquarters.

(The ottawa Journal, 13 SsP 43)

68. The final entry of the War Diary of the Headquarters,
8th Canadian Division (G.B.), dated 15 oct 43, is as follows:

The 8 Cdn D:t v has oompleted disbandIilsnt and
ceases to exist .e.t. 2359 brs this date.
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Thus, after an existence of appraximate~y 14 nonths, the
8th Divlsion, which had been first discussed in March 1942,
and which had c~menced organization of its Headquarters on
3 Aug 42, ceased to function. The 8th Divisional Headqu rters
had fulfilled, for the period of one year, its purpose of
relieving the G.O.C.-in-C., Pacific Command, of the direct
control of the 14th and 16th Brigade Groups and of the
Prince Rupert Defences (para 30), and in doing 80 had helped
provide stronger defences for the west coast of Canada during
the period when it had seemed most likely that stron'~er

defences would be necessary.

69. This report was d.rafted by' Miss J.N. Buchanan,
Historical Section, Army Headquarters.

-\'i' ,I..; r.:/. ~/,/-- ....1,,"'- tf;/";:-'J -1t-, ~. y-(,.,A:r- I t

_~ ~(C.P. Stacey) Colonel,
Director Historical Section (G.S.)

21 Apr 47.
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Sub Unit Approx Strength Location
or Det Oftra O.Rs.

Armament

Coy 4

C07 (less
one tpt pl. det 8
oompo 81te pI,
det relief d1'
increment t det
wkshop pl)

H.Q. a Cdn Div
8 Det & Emp PI

H.Q. R.C.A. 8 Div
H.Q. R.C.E. 8 Div
H.Q. R.C.A.S.C.

8 Div
8 Div Fd Security

Sec
8 Div Postal Unit
8 Dlv Fd Cash

Otfice
"Dn Bec 8 Dlv Slgs

DIV TPS

24 Fd Coy R.C.E.
Gen Tpt Coy

R.C.A.S.C. 8 Div

14 CDN INF BOE

Sec
Unit

Ottice
Sec

32
1
3
6

14

1
1

2
2

130
59
24
24

111

7
24

3
38

140

256

Prince George
Prince George
lTince George
Prince George

Prince George

Prince George
Prince Georg

Prince George
Prince George

Prince George

Prince George

Terrace
Terrace

Terrace
Tyee
Terrace
Terrace

HoQ.
14 Det & Emp Pl
"K" Sec e Div 8igs

112 L.A.D.
Kent R.
K.O .R. ot C.

22 Fd Regt

9 Lt A.A. Regt

17 (NBC) Coast Regt

21 Fd Coy
1 Fd Amb

11 Aero Det Coy

Armd Train

42 Pro Coy
Gan Tpt Coy B Div

16 CDN INF BDE

Bde H.Q.· 11
PI 1
Sec (less

Det) 2
Dat
L.A.D. 1
an 29
Bn less

two cOy8 and
one pI 27
One pI I
R.H.Q.. 8
6 Fd Bt'1 (less
one sec) 9
Seo 1
80 Fd Bty 10
48 Lt A.A.

Bty 8
Det 102
Coast Bty
CO'1 4
Coy (less

det) 11
Coy (less

det) 1
Det 1

H.Q" & det 1
One Tpt PI 2
det Composite
pl, det relief
dr Incl'sment
det wkahop pl

49
26

40
2

15
554

451
33
61

183
28

179

238

8
175

221 .

49
5

22
93

Terrace
Tyee
Terrace

Terrace
Tyee
Terrace

Terrace

Tyee
Te:i.'TQce

Terrace

Terrace
Pac11'ic

Terrace
Terrace

6..25 pdr guns
2-25 pdr guns
8-25 pdr guns

8-40 mm Bo1'or8

2-18" S.L's

2-75 mm guns
4-40 mm Bo1"ors
6-T .S.l~'I.G's
2-90 em B.L· s

HoQ.
16 Det & Emp Pl
Oxt Rif'

Bde H.~ u 12
P1 1
Bn 29

47
37

551

Prince George
Prince George
Prince George
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P ot W Rang Bn
3 Edmn Fus Bn
43 Pro Coy det
14 .Aero Def 007 Coy

PRINCB RUPERT DEFENCES

33
34

2

653
690
17
87

Prince George
Prince George
Prince George
Smithers

D tp 1

det
102 Coast Bty B tp & 2 A.A.

Sec 7

22 Fd Regt 3 Fd Sty less
one tp 5

One tp less
one seo 2

One sec 3 Fd
sty 2

22 A.A. Bty H.Q. and Bty
less one tp 5
One tp (leas'
one det at :s
Digby Island
1 otfI' 56 O.Rs.
building sites)

32 A.A. Bty aty H.Q.
B tp 7
A tp

34 A.A. Bty Bty 6
58 Spec A.A. Bty One Sec 2

4-40 rom. Boror
4-40 mm Bofor
8 ..40 uw Botor
2-40 mm Boto
2..75 mm guns

3-6" (Mk III)
guns

1-6 pdr gun
2-40 rom Boror
2-69" (Ce)

C.A.S.tts
1..75 mm gun
2-18" (DB)

Comm Light

4-25 pdr guns

2-25 pd.t' gun

2-25 pdr guns

4-3.7" A.A. 8

2_8" U.S. Ry
guns

2-40 mm Borer

2-12 pdr guns
2-60" (DB)

C.A.S.L's
1-6 idr ~
1-38 (DB)

Coram Lights
F .0-. P. Digby

Barrett Fort

Prince Rupert

Verney

Casey

Prince Rupert

Annette Island

Prince Rupert
Prince Rupeyrt
Annette Island
Al11,ford Bay

Casey

Frederick

Prince Rupert

Prince Rupert
Kaien
Barrett
Frederick
Kalen (Fairview)

Dundas

Highway Camp
Prince Rupert
Port Edward
All1ford Bay
Highway Camp
Prince Rupert

Prince Rupert
Frederiok
Dundas

34

6

79

5

257

577
24
34

397

40
93
95

98

31

36

179

86

37

17
9

56
10

181

170

165
44

7

E tp (less
dets) 3

Bn less t 0
pls 28

det 1

H.Q. 3
F.e. Post
p.e. Post 5
F.e. Post
Bty leas E tp 5

One·p1
One pl
Bn less one

00'1 28

One coy 2
One coy 2
One coy 2

9 Coast at,.

Mid R

K.O.R. ot C.

H.Q.
17 (NBC) Coast

Regt

Wpg Gren
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9 Area Sig Coy 4 79 Prince Rupert
4 Fort Coy R.O.E. Sec les8

three deta 2 35 ~inoe Rupert
Det 9 rrett Fort
Det 14 Fredarlck
Det 7 Dundaa·

8 Aero De,r C0'1 Coy 1 42 Annette Is nd
42 Pro C01 Det 1 22 Prince Rupert
37 Coy V.G.O. Pl 1 41 Drydock

H.W.E. and MISCELLANEOUS

#1 Camp Ord Depot Depot 2 64 Terrace
#2 Camp Ord Depot D pot :5 98 Prince Ru rt
#5 Adv Ord Depot Depot 10 144 Prinoe Georg
11 COl R.O.E. Det 1 22 Prince Rupert
O.D.C. deta 4 6 Prince George

3 5 Terrace
3 5 Prince Rupert

Prince George
(offIts (Mil Hosp incl 17 65 Prince George

Prince Rupert N/S) (
Hosp ( 10 37 Prince Rupert

4 Sup Depot 3 53 PIlinoe Rupert
5 Sup Depot 1 15 Tarrace
6 Sup Depot 1 16 Prince George

(W ..D., H.Q. 8 Cdn D1v (G.S.), April 1943, Appx 2)



APPENDIX "an

PACIFIC COAST MILITIA RANGERS
UNDER CO mANn a CDN DIV

14 Cdn int Bde

16 Cdn rnf Bel

Unit-
NO 69 Coy
No 70 Coy
No 83 Coy

o 74 007
33 CO'1

No 37 Coy
No 39 Coy
No 52 Coy
No 64 Coy
No 97 Coy
No 98 Coy
No 104 Coy
No 106 Coy
No 131 Coy

Localization. , ..

Butedale
Terrae
SU1't Inlet

Bella Cool
Oce n Fall
L11100et
U11l1ams Lake
Sm1thers
Clinton
Quasnel
Wells
McBride
Hudson Hope
Prince G orgo

No 95 Coy Port S1mpson
No 96 Coy ~u an Charlotte City
No 105 Coy Massett
No 108 Coy Cumshewa Inlet

Moresby Island
No 109 Coy Cumshe Inlet

Moresby Island
No 113 Coy Huxley Island
No 114 Coy Cumshe a Inlet
No 130 Coy Kincoli~h

(W.Do. H.Q. 8 Cdn Div (G.S.)~ March 1943, Appx 2,
"Operational Plan 8 Cdn D:1v I APP~t UH1t)




