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THE EMPWYJ.OO!T OF INFllNTRY IN~,'C.Q
PACIFIC COAST DEFENCES.

(Aug 39 TO Dec 43)

A. INTRODUCTION

INFANTRY ROLE

Die loA I • an -. I Dl
~, ' " Authority: DHD 3-3
~ ~ for -DHiM NOHQ

IN COAST DEFENCE o.te:~

1. In general terms it may be said that the mil-
itary derences or CANADA's Coasts rell into three main
classes: coast artillery in ~ed derences; anti-aircrart
artillery in- rixed and IJlobile roles; and tnrantry, operat-
ing in conjunction viith supporting arras and services. The
extent to which the organization or the coast and anti-air
crart artillery derences of the Pacific Coast followed system
atic planning is discussed elsewhere (1); the record of ~he

employment of iIlfantry in the Pacific Command will show
ho~ rar it was possible to meet rapidly-developing situa
tions that preVious planning did not altogether envisage.
The nature of the first two types or derences. oakes their
development essentially dependent upon the delivery of per
manent e[uipment that may take several years to obtain, -
a situation that tends to produce, particularly in the case
of fixed defences, a certain rigid adherence to original
commitments. :By contrast, the concentration and Dovement
of inrantry forces within a country at war re~uires a
much shorter period of preparation, and on that account
nay operate under a ffiore flexible system of control that
in its planning can follow closely upon the turn of events.

2. In 1937, in armouncing ror the first time i ts defen~ .
policy, the Government placed primary emphasis on the direot
defence of Canadian Coasts and coastal harbours and terruinals(~)~

Plans were immediately lnstituted for installing the necessary
armament and fortifications. What ~as considered the role of
the inrantry in such a defence policy? Generally accepted priq~

ciples of defence supplied the follOWing answer.

3. "Eeasures to deal -rJith an enemy on land are required
for .the following p.UT:Poses:-

i. The close defence of ~rulnerable points.
ii. To observe, delay and hold an Gnemy attempting tq.

land; until he can be attacked by the mobile
reserve.

iii. To attack hostile forces if such have succeeded in
disembarking. .

iv. To hold the 'land front' of an isolated fortress
against attack in force." (3).

To these phases or the infantry'S role against an active enemy
must be added a fifth, -

v. To su:pplement the :police "forces in the maintenance
of internal security.

4. While it was envisaged that the guarding of vulnerable
:points and the garrisoning of fortresses would hold certain forges
to a role or passive derence, it was intended that, wherever poss
ible, the threat of an enemy landing should be met by a locally~
held mobile force, quartered at a central point (usually within a
fortress) but provided with transportation facilities to enable
it to engage the enemy as far from the defended centre as :possible.
The actual "land front" would only be occupied as a last resort('4)o
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8,ssigned to gcu"::-Is:n: r'orts anc.. de:r8n(~2G. Tior-t,;:) (r?I,I87 'l.':r~fi ) $ and
to provide guard;:} J-:'Ol" vulner2.'J:l.e J]0ints t?~LIST 1WO:i );. shoulct the~e
be an outbreak of hostilit:'es. :3u~ -pl2J.l.s fOcI' t:s..e emnlGV1lont of
infantry forces went :farther. It W3.G foreseen -i~l1at enemy 13.:ldings
might occur on a s :Jale too g.r'eat forwle coaS tr,J. gcuT.isons "\iIith
t,heir local reserves to Co-J':'8 wi ~:t:.( ':La meet 51.:011 a:n e-.r'entuality
Defence Scheme No 3 prOVided. i'or th8 raisi...Tlg cf a l!Mo"bile Force, II
of one cavalry &~d t~o ir~a~try diviGions~ to be selected by NDH~
from units nominated annually'in D~s~rict ~~otas. Tne state o~
V..lblic opinion in Canada being wha-b it ViaS during the middle
thirties, the role of this force was: considered to be Canadian
defence, and no undue publication was made o~·the alternative
overseas assignment llshoulcl a decision,be mad.e "by the Government
to despatch the Nobile F0rce abroad!l (5)"

6. The particular situation that might (leve+op on the west
COast in the event of a Far Eastern War, vlith the resulting need
for special troop concentrations there, t"laS envt~aged by the Gen
eral Staff planners. De:fence Scheme No 3 anticipated that in suqh
a contingency

ilit must be appreciated that a Japanese diversion against
the western Coast of' CANADA, inclUding naval, air, and
limited landing operations, may be expec ted at any time.
Such operations are perhaps even more particularly to be
expected in the very early War steps. Adequate provision
must be made to counter them.

A further defence ~roblem of peculiar importance in
this contingency ~ill be the safeguarding of vulnerable
points in BBITISH COLIDiffiIA against concerted attack, or acts
of sabotage, by Japanese from amongst the tvventy-four
thousand of that race ~ho inhabit that Province." (6)"

7. To ensure that sllf'ricient troops might be available to
supplement the local forces of MD 11 in such an emergency, under
the Defence Scheme, NDHQ annually compiled from District nomina
tions! a list of militia units that would be despatched to the
West c:oast should war breakout \7i th JAPAN (I!LIST THREE"). These
units were to be draun from almost every military district in
CANADA, the list for 1938 showing' two infantry brigade headquarter,s,
nine rifle battalions, and one field ambulance, representing
seven districts (7).

THE PLANS IN EXECUTION

8. On the declaration of War ~ith G~LJUfY immediate ste~s
were taken to mobilize units of "List One" (garrisons of f'orts),
"List Two" (Guard for Vulnerable Points), and all units of' the
Mobile Force (8). kore than two years were to elapse before the
contingency that inspired "List Three" materialized. By that time
the "Mobile Force", expanded to five divisions, was overseas, or .
on the way, and the change in conuni tments thus placed upon the
districts, together with the adoption of a new Defence of Canada
Plan, had forced "List Three" into the discard. For the next two
years the General Staff was to base its dispositions :for the West
Ooast upon plans that were of necessity short term and flexible,
designed to cope ~ith a situation that developed rapidly to un
expected proportions"
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FOUR PHASES OF DE\lELOPi'ENT IN PACIJTIC COAST TIEFENCES

9. The his'G'Jry of' J(jhe ITlooilizat:Lo.r'.. of' inf'antry def'ences on
the PACIFIC Coast !llC2y De sa::td. to 1'al10 1.~j.~j'!:1out too ar1Jitre.rya
~lassificationbeing made, into f'our phaseS 1 each initiated by a
date of a varying degree of significance6 ThesG dates are
26 Aug 39, 20 Jun 40, 7 Dec 41 and 16 Aug 43. l"hey mark ~res:pect~
i vely the impending outbreak of war 7ith GEP,MANYs the preli.rnL."1ary
threat of war nith JAPAN, the oubreak of U8.1'" with JAP.AN, and the
removal of the Japanese AlEUTIAN threat by the allied occupation
oJ:'" KISKA. To this' chronology might "be add.ed slLch significant
dates as those on which JA"P~N all:.''1ou:aced her "Greater East .ASIA"
policy, ehtered into her tri-:pe.rtite agreement with GERMANY and
ITALY, or sent her forces to land in the western ALEUTIA1~ and
to bomb DUIDH H.AIffiOUR. But the additional sub-dividing that the
inclusion of such mile posts would entail is not, in general,
warranted in the light of the action that Vlas taken by the Canad"ll!
ian General Staff', and the present consid.eration of the organiza
tion of West Coast infantry defences will follo~ the outline sug
gested above.

B. THE FIRST PRASE ... THE OUTBREAK OF WAR.

moBILIZATION

10. Late on the evening of 25 Aug 39 HeadQuarters MD 11
received instructions to adopt the "precautionary" stage against
GERMANY (9). Iw~ediate steps were' taken to callout, under Sec 63
of the Militia Act, details rrom those units that had been pre
viously designated in List Two for guard duty on Vulnerable Points.

11. Within the next few days guard responsibilities had been
·assumed in all parts of the Province. On VANCOUVER ISLb.ND the 1 Bn
Canadian Scottish Regt were supplYing guards at the VICTOBIA Bay
Street Armouries, the Government Dry dock and Joint Services ]~aga~

zine at ESQUIMALT, and the cable s tation at B.A1tFJELD on the Wes t
Coast (10). On the mainland, personnel of the Be Regt (LeaR), later
the 28 Armld Regt, were protecting vulnerable points around VANCOU
VER - the 1st NARROWS Bridge, the Immigration Build.ing (used as all'
Alien Receiving Station), the ~ireless stations 'at POINT GREY and
LULU ISLAND, the air sta~ions at JERICHO BEACH and SEA ISLAND, an~

the oil refinery installations at lOCO (ll)~ A company of' the 1 Bn
Irish Fusiliers (VR) had proceeded to PRINCE RUPERT, with a
detachment of' the same unit supporting the FRASER BIVER examination
service at STEVESTON (12). The Rocky Mountain Rangers, "nth attached
details of the BC Dragoons (later mobilized as the 5 CMCR), suppl~ed
guards for the RCAF Magazine at KA1\JILOOIBand at vulnerable points'
along the main lines of the CPR and CNR in the FRASER CANYON, and ,
the CNR at RED PASS and PRINCE GEORGE (13) •

.
12. On 1 Sep39 G:E:Im.ANY invaded POLAND and the Canadian Army
mobilized. Units of List One and of the Mobile Force were called
out in addition to the List Tv/o units already mobilized (14), and~
all such units, together with District HeadQuarters and Permanent
Force detachments and unitS! were placed on Active Service under
Sec 64 of the Militia Act ( 5).

13. The new order brought to full time duty all coast and
anti-aircraft defence garrisons, and, in addition to the four bat~~

alions already called out, the following infantry units: at
:E;SQ.UIMALT, "B" and riD" Coys The Princess Patricia I s Canadian Light
Inf'antry; at VICTOBIA, 2 En The Canadian Scottish Re['t2.i at VANCOUVER,
The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada; and at NEW WESTM-llib'rER, The We~t

niinster Regt (:MG). The C Scot R were soon allotted glic'lXd duties,
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sending a detachment to YORKE ISLAND at the end of' September, and
a compnny to PRINCE RUPERT early in October. The two First Division
u..'Ylits and the Westly.iJ."'lster R (MG) (mobilized. as C0r:PS Troops 'lilith,the'
Second Division) (16), concentrated on recruiting an.d training.

14. ThE: end of' the yee::c f'Ol.h"'ld the five in-berval security
units (BCR, EM Rang, Ir Fus, 1 C Scot R, and 2 C Scot R) supplying
guards f'or vulnerable poinJes, assisting to man f'ixed defences, IXv.O
widing small mobile reservos at the three main centres of' poPulai
~ion (17), and carrying on as much training as the diversity or
their duties and shortage of' eQuipment vlOuld allow. Mobilized on
a special Home War E8tablisl~ilent or approxiwBtely half' WE strength
(18), numbers f'luctuated as recruiting died. dmvn and. as drafts "
uere supplied to more,f'ortunate units slated f'or overseas.

T.dE GUARDING OF VUI1:IERABLE POINTa

150 The Question of' the protection of vulnerable points had
received carefUl attention f'rom NDH~ General Starr and District
HeadQuarters. Because there had been a tendency f'or District Off~

icers Commanding to place widely-varying interpretations on the
needs of the vulnerable points in their respective areas, it had
been found necessary to adopt a uniform principle to govern the
provision of protection f'or vulnerable points in CANIJDA. A Gene~~

al Staff directive addressed to all DOsC in September 1938 advised
that:-

It Military protection will be provided only at
vulnerable points, the maintenance of which is essential
to the national welf'are or to the effective prosecution'
of' the 'l7J'ar, and which at the S8J-ne time are of' such a
nature that military guards can in f'act rend.er effectiv~

protection." (19). '

16. Under this policy military protection was to be given to
(a) the canals of the Great Lakes and St Lav7rence Systems, (b) ra!l
ways at those points where damage would seriously disrupt trans
Canada communications (c) arsenals t magazines and all other ~port
~t Def'ence Establishnlents; and (d) certain selected dry docks,
cable and WIT Stations, grain elevators and hydro-electric pouer
installations. The guarding of' industrial plants, numicipal wateJ.;
workS, and all other installations not specially selected, was to
remain the res:ponsibility of the civil or private authorities as ;in
peace time (20). Later, on more than one occasion, when the Japan
ese threat to the PACIFIC Coast appeared very real District
HeadQuarters was to cite this policy in dealing with urgent appli
cations for military protection received f'rom industrialists, and
municipal authorities (21).

17. In MD 11 the VUlnerable points covered by (b) (c) and (d.)
of the above classif'ication had been allotted in pre-war local
defence schemes to the units responsible f'or their protection•

. Each battalion had made its reconnaissances and f'orrnulated its pr~
liminary administrative plans, so that Vlhen the signal for action
came, little time was lost in assuming responsibility (see paras
11 and 13 above).

18. Until November 1939 some 35 officers and 600 other ranks,
drmm from the five infantry units, were employed in guarding vul...
nerable points other than Qef'ence establishments. During the last
two months of the year, however, the Royal Canadian Hounted Polic~,

who had by this time recruited 'throughout CANADA the services of I'

1,600,special constable guards (22), took over the task of guard.
tng the railways and the wireless stations in BRITISH COLUMBIA,
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thereby reducing the number of troops on VP duty "by mo:re than
half (23). For the next six months tho five coas t battalions,
with strengths of approximately 350 all ranks, carrj.ed on their'
of-ben uninspi:,ing but important duties of guarding t.ho remaining
vulnerable points, providing in:fantry defences at the outlying
forts, acting as mooile reserves at regimental hea~Quarters, and
with each of those rolos accoTI1plishtng a great deal of very necess
ary construction and improvements in camps and cO~~1h~ications.

Q.£._ THE SECOND~ - TEREAT ,OF WAR WJ;TH JAp.l'.J'.'J

JAPANESE WAR APPEA.."'qS DaMINENT

'19. May, 1940, brought the collapse of FRANCE in EUROPE. In
the Eas t, JAPAN was Quic~ to apply pressure to the FRENCH-owned
I~mo-CHINA, a pressure that was to lead to subsequent annexation
as another step was taken on the road to SINGAPORE. On 20 June
the War Office in TOKYO advised Rritish and French liilitary
Attaches that

11 (1) Shipments of arms to CHINA :from BURMA, converging
on HONG KONG and FRENCH INDO-CHINA must cease;
(2) Allied troops in SHANGHAI must be withdrawn;
(3) JAPAN is very close to making war against GREAT

BRITAIN;
(4) The Foreign Minister can do nothing as the Army

is in the saddle.", (24) •

INFANTRY FORCES ON wEST COAST STRENGTHENED
,
20. The diSQuieting news from TOKYO brought immediate action
in OTTAWA. A General Staff Appreciation showed that in:fantry ,
defences on the West Coast consisted of the following (25):

VICTORIA.ESQUIMALT
---'u'J 1 C Scot.R, in process of mobilizing as a unit

of the Third Division (strength, 27 and 263).
(1i) 2 C Scot R, (less dets at PRINCE RUPERT and
YORKE ISLAND) - in process of recruiting to take
over CD duties of the first battalion (strength,
20 and 300).

V.A.l-JCOUVER
(i) BOR, in process of mobilizing' as a unit of the
Fourth DiVision (strength, 23 and 234). .

_ (ii) Ir Fus, (less det at PRINCE RUPER+) (strength,
20 and 120). ..'
(iii)B[~ Rang, recruiting to replace BCR on guard
duty in VANCOUVER Area (strength, 1 and 18).

PRINCE RUPERT
(i) Det of Ir Fus (3 and 130).
(ii) Det of 2 C Scot R (3 and 35).

YORKE ISLAND
Det"Or-2 C Scot R (1 and 30).

21. Potential reinforcements for the West Coast were to be
found at DUNDUBN CAMP, SASKATCHEWAN, where the Westminster Regt,
practically at war strength, was in training, and at SIDLO CAMP,
MANITOBA, where the 6 Inf Bde of the Second Division, (S Sask R,
Oalgary Highrs, and Camerons of C) were in training at full strengtho

In addition, three battalions, (8 Alta R, Regina Rif, and R Wpg
Rif) were mobilizing in Western Canada as units of the Fourth Div"
ision.
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22. On the same day that word from ToriO was· received (20
Jun 40), orders were issued that the i'ive battalions at the coast
were to mobilize to full war establisbmeI1:b without delay. At the
same time the Westminister Regt was warned. for Ii10Vement to VAN
C01JVEB. at 24 hours I notice, and actj.on wa:3 initiatsd. to form an
inf'antry brigade group at SHlLO, su:p:pleL'lonting the 6 Inf Bde with
a field regiment of artillery, a field company of engineers, a
field ambulance, and appropriate signals. If necessary, this
brigade group would proceed to the Coast on 72 hOllrS' notice, and
its place at SHILO would be filled by concontrating 'bhe three
Western Canadian battalions there as a fUrther reserve (26)0

HOW SERIOUS WAS THE THREAT?

23. The General Starr's rapid response to the warning of
possible Q&lger on the PACIFIC Coast illustrates the pattern of
action that was to be followed on later occasions. Neither scales
of attack nor availability of troops in CA}IADA justified the .
posting of a large "standing arr.1Y" in a HWest Wall" type of defence
at the Coa.st. If attacks suddenly threatened, dispositions must
11e planned at short notice to resist them. Enemy moves must be
anticipated with a surficient, but not excessive, margin of
safety, both of time and degree. From a General Staff viev~oint

such a flexi"trle system was the only logical method to be followed.
That its operation freQuently placed a heavy strain upon Admin
istrative services is hardly to be wondered at.

24. How correctly did the General staff gsuge the Japanese
threat in the surr~er of 1940? To what extent was it necessary to
strengthen infantry defences on the West Coast? Justification of
the action taken ~~y NDHQ is revealed in an exchange of messages
that took ~lace early in July 1940, between OTTAWA and LOl~No To
a suggestion f'rom the War Orrice that CANADA might be able to
supply additional strength to the forces then contemplated for
serv:Lce in ICELAND, NDHQ had pointed out that" the changing world
situation and reported Japanese action make it necessary to keep
in mind needs of defence in CANADA ••.••••It is felt that as much
as possible of the Second Division should be held in OAlTADA unles~
the need for it elsewhere is paramount." (27).

25. In reply, LO}ffiON disparaging the possibility of a Japan~
ese attack on CAl'lADA, put forward the assumption that such an atta,ck
would immediately bring the United states into the War. Against'
the opposition of the United States Navy a Japanese land thrust
at CANADA was "not considered to be a possible operation of war."'28)c

26. The Canadian answer to this appreciation clearly defined,
the General Starr estimate of our obligations on the West Coast,
and struck the keynote of the policy that was to guide subsequent
d.ispositions there.

" It is noted that the United Kingdom Government justify
their appreciation of the outcome of a possible Japanese
attack on CANADA on the assumption that such an attack would
immediately result in "bringing the United States forces into
active narticination. The Canadian Government consider that
while this is probable, it cannot be accepted as a certainty
in all ca~es, and in any event it is obviously necessary for'
us to have sufficient forces available to -provide effective
co-operation with our neighbour, and to assure the Canadian
public regarding our defensive meaSLrres •••••We have a
large Japanese ~o]Julation in :BRITISH COLUMBIA which might
become disaffected and a s'erious menace even prior to any
actual attack." (29).
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:i~OBILI7u'\.TION IN CANADA ACCELERATED

27. The rapi.cl deterioration that took place in the European,
theatre of' 1,1ar dur:L"'J.g 1[ay and June, 1940 1 called. for d.ecisi ve
measures in strengthening C.AtTADJ.. 's forces at home and. overseas.
Orders f'or the mobilization of' the T.~ird an.C'_ Fourth DiVisions
~ero given in rapid succession (30)~ Formation of' the porps of'
the Veterans' Home Gual"d (af'tervvards the V G of' C) was authorized,
and tV19nty-nine infantry companies of' Vet3rans 'luj ckly enrolled
f'or service. On 19 June Parli~~ent passod the Natio~al Resources
l~obilization ii-ct, end the Depa-rtment of' National Def'ence made
plans f'or the training of' 5~OOO Tilon"thly l\call-li:psH, whose ser
vices were required f'irst f'or ninety days, then f'or four months,
and f'inally f'or the duration. To f'ind a place f'or these NBMA
personnel upon the com~letion of' their basic training, additional
infantry battalions, ctestined later to become flhome def'ence"
units, were placed on active service. The TIobilization of' the
f'ollowing units, not included in the Fourth Division, \7aS ordered.
in July: - RBC, VR of' C, Sher Fus R, EdJrm Fus (HG), D & H Bif',
Alq R, Kent R (MG), and Mid R (32). 1..l1 except the Algonquin
Regt and the Sherbrooke ~lsiliers were to appear later on the
PACIFIC Coast.

EMPLOYMENT OJi' THE VETERANS' GU.A1ID

28. Towards the end of' June the DOC 1ID 11 put f'orward. a
recommendation that in order to Dromote the concentration of' the
1 C Scot R, personnel of' the Veterans' Home Guard should be util
ized to guard. the BANFIELD Cable Station anet the Joint Services
Magazine (33). In f'ailing to approve the recommendation, NDHQ
ref'erred to the general principle that Veterans should not guard
places exposed to possible direct action by the enemy (34). A

. certain degree of' f'lexibility appears in the interpretation of'
what constituted "exposed" places, as throughout July, August and
September detachments of' the newly f'ormed 11 "A" and 11 "B"
companies, V G of' C, successively relieved personn51 of' infantry
battalions from their guard duties at the Joint Services lIagazine,
lOCO, POINT ATKI1J'SON, STEVESTON, and the various armouries of'
VANCOUVER and VICTORIA. At the same time, def'ence of' the vital
industries and strategic points in TRAIL and its vicinity was
undertaken by 11 "C" Coy, V G of' C (35).

29. In Feb 41 a change in the policy of' employment of' the
Veterans' Guard permitted units of' the Corps to be assigned to
protective duties at :ROAF bases and other advanced points similaF...
ly exposed to armed enemy attack (36). The amended policy was
quickly put into ef'f'ect in BRITISH COLUMBIA. Early in April plat
oons of' 11 "A" Coy V G of' C at VANCOUVER relieved detachm.ents of'
the BCR at the ROAF bases of' COAL HARBOUR and BELLA BELLA (37),
while ll't.B"Coy, at VICTORIA, sent relief's f'or the 2 C Scot R at
the UCLUELET RCA]' Base and the BAllFIELD Cable Station (38).

30. The decision to use the veterans on outpost duty was
nowhere approved of' more heartily tn~ by the men themselves. Not
only were they releasing the new generation of' trocps ror much
needed training, they were assuming a responsibility,f'ar more s~ted

to their military experience than the sheltered and almost "sede~t

arT' routine of' patrolling anfouries and def'ence establishments at
or near the centres of' population. They were taking over guard
duties that in certain circumstances might bring them into direc~

contact witp the enemy.
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31. The "old-timers" 'v7ore happy in the \vilderness. The
last uar had taught them all the vTI'inkles, and they mew ho';] to
keep themselves cOfiTortable in surroundings in which a young
soldier would have been helplessly migeraole~ Their officers
looked a~ter them with an understanding that less-experienced
subalterns o~ the current uar's vintage could hardly have approx~

imated. Pioneers o~ the military de~ences at the outlYing BCAF
bases o~ BELI.J~ BELLA, COilli HARBOUR and UCLUELET, they perlonned
a valuable but laborious service in building living-quarters,
digging weapon pits, mounting rare obstacles, constructing roads,
installing cOLTInunications, reccn~oitring and mapping the locality~
and generally making tho most effective preparations possible to
withstand attack. There are ~eu ~ore stimulating StQr~BS-O~ pre
paredness and initiative than that o~ the platoon commander at
BEIJ.aA. BELLA, \-,rho, on receipt o~ the wirelessed code-word that
war had broken out \7ith JIJ>.AN, put up notices, II fJ.l incoming
boats to report to Wharf', - by order o~ the GOC-in-C", used a
commandeered Japanese boat as a guard ship, and shot up the ~irst

launch that appeared, effectively bringing it to a protesting
halt (39).

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENQE

32. The establishment o~ the Permanent Joint Board on
De~ence in August 1940, to "consider in the broad sense the
de~ence o~ the north hal~ o~ the Western Hemisphere," (40) fo
cussed attention upon the importance of taking adequate measures
on Canada'S Eastern and Western Coasts. l~location o~ responsib~l

i ties under" Joint Tasks" that \7ere to be assumed by the two con~
tracting nations in the event o~ aggression, contemplated the
provision of additional de:fence facilities in BBITISH COLillfBIA,
including the assembling or Canadian troop concentrations ~or

support o~ Alaskan garrisons, if required. In return, the Unite~

States lUTfJ.Y v7as to provide "a mobile reserve o~ one division, 
and air forces , for co-operation TIith Canadian and United State~

defence forces in the de~ence of the BBITISH COLUMBIA-PaGET SOUND
region." (41). ,.

PACIFIC COL1UiND ESTABLISHED

33. The increasingly im~ortant defence roles that were being
assumed by ~Jilitary Districts on the ~70 coasts led to the institu
tion, in August and October respectively, o~ the Ltlantic and
Pacific -.Army Command.s (42). The Paci~ic Command comprised the
whole of liilitary District Nos 11 and 13. Operational comoand
was vested in a General Officer Commanding-in-Chie~,who, while
retaining fUll responsibility for policy governing administration
throughout the-Command, delegated acu,linistrative authority ~o tne
Dose of the two Uilitary Districts (43).

34. Subordinate formations within the newly-~ormed Command
had been in existence at VICTORIA-ESQ.UIMALT, VANCOUVER and PRINC~
RUPERT since tho beginning o~ the- War. HQ. V and E Fortress, tempor
arily commanded at the beginning of the War by Lt-Col RL FORTT, .
and. then Lt-Col AV TREMAINE, was at this time und.er the connnand
o~ Lt-Col CV BISHOP, who held the appointment from the beginning
of 1940 to April 1942 4 on the lower mainland the ViloNC OUVER llXe~ I
including YORKE ISLAND, \"las from September 1939 to August 1940 '
commanded by Col (later l':::aj-Gen) HFG LE'ISON Me ED who at the be
ginning of the War VIas also 0 0 14 Inf Bde (NPAM). On 001 LE'ISO~IS
appointment to WllSHINGTON as Military Attache, the command of -



- 9 -

VANCOUVER Def'ences Has assumed by Col CG BEESTON. Af'ter PElffiL
H.ARBOUR, Brig DR SARGENT ED was appointed commander, retaining
the post until June 1942. HQ. PRINCE RUPERT Def'ences VIas commanded
continuously by Lt-Col (later Col) SD JOHNSTONE f'rom the outbreak
of' war until September 1942, wIlen he became Col Fixed Def'ences,
Pacif'ic Commando

35. The new GOO - in-C, :raj~Gen RO ALEXLlli1)ER IS0 who had
been DOC· l..ill No 2 f'rom November 1938, i;IaS the third ofricer to
command MD No 11 since the outbreak of' the ',7ar. In September
1939, Brig JC STEWlillT reo \7a~ District Orf'icer COIillllanding, - a.I+
appointment he had held sL~ce June 1938 0 In Decemoer 1939 Brig
STEWART exchangea_ positions \/ith Brig CV STOCKWELL ISO CECA 1 Cdn
Div Arty, to become CECA 1 Cdn Corps in July 1940" Brig. STOOK
WELL, who at the oeginning of' the war had been Officer Admjn1 s1ier
ing RCA and Commandant of' the Royal Canadian School of' Artille:py
at KINGSTON, held tho appointment of' DOC lID No 11 until he VIaS'
succeeded by Gen AIEX1J~ in October, 1940.

36. HeadQuarters Pacif'ic Command was gradually established
on the "G" side. From parallel positions on the staf'f' of' lID 11,
Col (later Brig) JF PRESTON MC and Maj (later Col) CT BATTEN i;1ere
in January 1941 ,appointed respectively Colonel General staf'f',
and GSO II (OIlrs), Pacif'ic Command (44) 0 In April, Lt-Col (later
Brig) .A1IW LANDON OBE MC became GSO I (Trg) from GSO I MD 6 (45).
Administration remained the f\mction of' lID 11 although :for six
teen months the of'f'ice of' DOC was not f'illed ~46). . From Janua.!t'y
1941 Col (later Brig) IW HILLER ISO VIaS the senior ranking "Atf·
man as Of'f'icer i/c Administration. When, in l~arch 1942, he be
came DOC 11m 11, he was the las t to hold that office. On his
retirement at the end of' June, the appointment of' his successor,
Brig EG WHITELAW, and those who f'ollmmd him as Brigadier i/c -'.
Administration, Pacif'ic Command, brought the "A" branch directly
under control 'of' the GOG-in-C.

BRIGADE MOBILE RE:SERVE FOilliED

37. The ne~ly-appointed Goo-in-C f'ound the f'ollmving inf'antry
units at his disposal in the Command towards the close of' 194p.
Three battalions were employed on local def'ence duties; - the-2 C
Scot R at ESQuimalt, the BH Bang at NeVI Westminster, and the ir
Fus at Prince Rupert. 11 "A", "13" and "C" Coys VG of' 0 were guard,a
ing vulnerable points at VANCOUVER, VICTORIA and CRANBROOK, respec
tively. Three other battalions were preparing f'or overseas: 0 the
BCR and the SAlta R, both of' the 4 Div, in tents at NANAIMO, .and
the Westmr R, back f'rom training at DU1IDUBl.'I, occupying the Old
Vancouver Hotel. In addition, the 9 Armoured Regiment, mobilized
in July at KELOWNA 130 as the 5 Odn Uotorcycle Regt (BCD), wer,e in
training at MACAULAY C.A1'rP, ESQUIMALT (47).

38. Gen ALEXANDER, counting strongly on the use of' mobile
reserve, recommended that an inf'antry brigade group (less artillery'
should be provided f'or the NANAIUO area, and that the number 'of'
existing "static" battalions in the main a.ef'ended areas shou+d be
increased by an additional inf'antry battalion f'or internal securit:/
at VANC OUVER (48).
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10 INF1JiTRY BRIG!..T'.&:

390 . In Februa~,-"y~ HeadQuarters 10 Inf' TIde vms set up at
NANAIMO, \Vith the S Alta R end. the BCR coming 1L.'J.d.3r its command.
The Brigade Command.er "'.Vas :Brig JB STEVE1T30N ED (O'J Seaf'orth 9f'
C, 2 Sep 39 to 22 J[Ul 41, Comdr 1 CIB 27 Nov 40 to 29 Dec 40).
lKaj (later Lt-Col ) IDIK 'IHON.AS was Brigade }~ajor, and Capt JT
HARVEY, staf'f' Captain. Concentration of' the brigade was completed
in Harch, with the arrival of' the 16/22 S.ASKATCHE'W1Ji Horse (late~
the 20 Army Tank Regt). To them f'ell the honour of' "being the
f'irst OCCUPffilts of the n8wly,-cons·t.ructed huts at ~\.LU\fAI1jO CAMP •

. 13 Il'J]'ANTRY:BRIGADE

40. When the 10 Inf' Bde moved East in Nay 1941 its place
was taken at NANAIMO by the 13 I~ Bde f'rom NIAGlffiA. The arrival
at the Coast of' the three Ontario battalions, the Lincoln and
WeIland Regiment, the Argyll and Sutherland :':Iighlanders of' Canad9 ·.
(Princess Louise's), and the Du:ff'erin and Haldimand Rif'les of'
Canada, marked the begi.i'1ning of' the practice of' strengthening
West Coast def'ences with ini'antry units f'rom all parts of' Cl~ADAn
Bof'ore the end of' 1943, 36 inf'antry battalions had taken their
turn at guarding the Pacif'ic Coast. Of' these, only eight were
BRITISH COUUmIA units, - and of' the remainder nineteen came
from east of' the Great Lakes (49).

41. The 13 Ini' Bde, destined to service for four years in
Pacif'ic 'Cormnand, and to have the honour of participating in the
joint United States - Canadian Aleutian expedition of 1943 was
commanded at this time by:Brig OM HARTIN VD. Maj (later Lt-Col)
CE TUCK ED was Brigade Bajor, and the Staff' Captain uas Capt WG
GODFREY. The composi tioD of' the brigade rras not long unchanged.
To meet the threat of' Japa'1ese oxpansion in llSIA, CANADA decided
to send two battalions to HONG KONG. Early in September the
Lincoln and WeIland Regiment lef't to replace the Royal Rifles of'
Canada on garrison' duties in NEWFOUNDLAND, while the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders hurried to JA]iluCA to release the Winnipeg
Grenadiers for their Asiatic rDission (50). With them from NlillAIMP
\7ent Brig liARTIN, to assume command of the 14 Ini' Bde which vIaS
beginning to concentrate in the NIAGARA PENINSULA.

PARTIAL NOBILIZATION SIXTH DIVISION

42~ In July 1941, vith the First and Second DiVisions over-
seas, the Thi~d Division under embarkation orders, ard the Fifth
~oured DiVision eA~ected to proceed overseas early in the f'all,
it appeared likely that by September the Fourth Division would be
the only organized formation of troops in CANADA. There was an
understanding with the UNITED STATES that the Dominion should
keep two divisions mobilized as a general reserve in CANADA in
addition to coast garrisons (51). A proposal to mobilize another
division had been dof'errecl by the War C'ommittee of the Cabinet in
May. Authority was sought and a:pproved, in July, to form three
brigade groups of the 6 Div, utilizing some units already mobil
ized (52).

43. . The :proposed brigades were to be cOID:posod and located
as follows:-

A. NANAIMO - 13 Inf Bde (To be concentrated by 15 Oct 41)
Already mobilized \lere 13de HQ" Wpg Gren, II'
Fus, Edmn Fus.

13. NIAG.AR1l - 14 Ini' J3de (To be concentrated by 1 Nov 41) 5

PENINSULA Already mobilized, - Kent R, .1'..lCl R, Mid R.
To mobilize - Bde HQ,.

C. VAWARTIER- 15 Ini' Bde (To concentrate 1 Dec 41) 0

Already mobilized, - Vol de Q,.
To mobilize - Bde HQ" R de Hull, S Ste M &
Sud.
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Three f'ield regiments FDA (19, 20, 21)~ three f'ield cOIrL:P8.D.ies RCE
(5, 15, 20), three f'ield Anibulances RCM-IC (6, 17, 20), and other'
supporting units' and detachm8nts were also to mobilize. At the
time of' authorizat.ion of' the three "brigade groups it \Vas indicated
that the 15 Bde at VAICIJ\TIER could ce considered as a potential
reserve to Pacif'ic Command if' necessary.

44. Brig WG CO~llliOUN }[C (00 PPJLI 1 Sep 39 to 13 Sep 40,
Corndr 7 CrB 14 Sep 40 to 9 Jun 41) returned. fTom ENGLAND to
succeod Brig HARTIN at NA..l\JAIMO. To cOIDJ.)lete the inf'antry com
ponent of' the 3rigade the Ir Fus came in fTom coast def'ence duty
to join the Edmn Fus (who had "been "brought out as a relief' CD
unit) (53) and the Victoria Rif'les of' Canada, who 'were replacing
the Wpg Gren in the original organization. Other supporting 6
Div troops f'or the 13 Brigade Group did not appear at the Coast
until the end of' the year, when tho 21 Fd Regt RCA concentrated
at NEW WESTIUNSTER, the 20 Fd Coy RCE at NORTH VANCOUVER, the
17 Fd Amb BeAlIC at NANAIMO, and the 18 (Man) Reece .:Bn at VICTORIA.

BEADY FOR JAPAN

45. In Novem"ber 1941,. the CGS (Uaj-Gen HDJ. CRERAR) inf'ormed
the Hinister of' National Def'ence that in the event of' war with
JAPAN, dispositions that had "been made on the West Coast were,
with minor exceptions, "adequate f'or the purpose of' meeting the·
anticipated f'orms and scales of' attac~t& (Exceptions were the
unfUlf'illed requirements of' f'our platoons of' VG of' C to protect
RCAF bases, and the provision of' certain batteries of' modern
anti-aircrai't guns and lights). There was an inf'antry "battalion
available at each main def'ended area - PRINCE RUPERT (2 C Scot R),
NEW WESTllINSTER - VANCOUVER (EM Rang), and VICTORIA-ESQUDJALT
(D & H Rif'), - vvith an additional general reserve of' an infantry'
brigade at NANAIMO (13 Int' Bde). Platoons of' the Veterans Guard
were at the RCAF "bases of' UCLUEIET, COAL HARBOtJ,R, and BELLA BELLA,
\7ith ALLIFOBD :BAY def'end-ed "by an int'antry company of' the 2 C Scot
R (54).' .

46. The· 000 memo continued.:-
"While the present dispositions are considered adequate to

meet any situation that might arise, it must be &'1ticipated
that on the out"break of' uar strong pressure may be brought
upon the Government to increase the active f'orces in BRITISH
COLillffiIA. In that event, it might be necessary to move add:;
itional troops f'rom Eastern Canada to tho Pacif'ic Coast e "(55).

47. The additional troops suggested above f'or movement to
BRITISH COI1J1IBIA in case of' an emergency 'Were the Canadian Gren
adier Guards ffild the Governor General's Foot Guards of' the 12 Int
Bde and tho Irish Regimont of' Canada of' the 11 Int' Bde. These"
battalions, then contemplated as the non-armoured regiments of'
the 4 Div, could proceed west under HQ 12 Int' Bde if' needed. Later
events were to show that the CGS's anticipations were well f'ounded o

E.t- THE THIRD PHASE - THE EXPANSION OF P.AOIFIC COMMAND

AT WAR WITH JAPAN

48. The contingency against which Canada's West Coast def'ences
had long been directed became a reality on 7 Dec 41. JAPAN herse~f
'settled any uncertainties that might have arisen with regard to"
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CANADA OT the UNITED STATES coming to each other's aid, by
a ttacking BRITISH and .A1..'ERIC...~N territory simultaneously, and'
the Dominion oe~t her southern neighbour by a day in declaring
war on tl).e asg:"/3830r (56) 0 UNITED STATES naval losses at PE.ARL
HARBOUR and the Si.-t.'1ki..flg of' EMS Prince of' Vlale~ ar..d ~ Re"p"'ulse
three days later gave the Japanese f'leet a~ unexpected position
of' strength. On 30 Dec the United S·tates Navy announc.ed 'iihe
presence of' Japanese warships in Alaskari water3 (57)0

THE DEMAND - (A) PUBLIC OPINION

49. To the people of' BR!TISH COLill.1J3IA the War r..ow appeareq,
very close' to home. Resolutions and letters came from civilian
organizations and individuals urging and denuanding increased
protection (58). Newspaper editorials played upon the f'ears
of' a public uninf'ormed regarding the strategical picture of' the
likelihood of' attack and the available means to meet it (59).
At a meeting of the Joint Services Committee to which Premier
HART was invited, the GOC-in-C pointed out the broader issues
of the war, emphasizing the need for oITensive action against I~:

the enemy outside CAN.ADA, rather than subscribing to the "def'ence
complex" of' piling up troops and weapons "f'or direct def'ence
of certain areas in excess of' minimum numbers'considered essen
tial to deny enemy occupation to these areas". ".Nuisance value"
attacks must be accepted.

50. To this the Premier replied that the people of BRITISH
COL~rnIA were alarraed, and "were obsessed with the necessity of'
the adequate protection of' BRITISH COLUMBIA from any possible
eventuality, and until this can be assured did not appreciate
the necessity of sending weapons and eQuipment abroad. 1I (60)J

51. The apprehension felt by the general public on the
Pacif'ic Coast was in two directions. They were concerned f'irst
of allover the apparent lack of' coast and anti-aircraft def'ences
available, but a very large number of them also f'eared the in- .
ternal danger that they f'elt existed in the presence in BRITISH
COLUlffiIA of' twenty-four thousand Japanese racials. A vigorously
prosecuted campaign, supported by inflamed public sentiment, and
hotly pursued by vehement nembers of' Parliament and a vocif'erou~

press, urged. the Dominion Government to take action in "estab- .
lishing some security against possible attack frOD within as
well as without." (61).

THE DEMAND - (B) INC:PJ:!:.ASE.D SCALE OF ATTACK

52. The f'orms and scales of attack for the Pacif'ic Coast,
to meet which all def'ence plans were f'ormulated, had from 1938
anticipated, in addition to naval and air ~ttack, raids by land~

ing parties of' up to 250 strength. While the general estimates
of enemy action had been reviewed periodically since that time,
as late as 12 Nov 41 the Chief's of Staf'f Committee approved
forms and scales in which potential attack by small raiding
parties was not expected to exceed the magnitude previously
anticipated. It was on such a -basis that dispositions of' in
fantry forces had been made in BRITISH COLUUBL'i during 1940 and
1941.

53. On 20 Feb 42 the 13ritish Chief's of Staff at WASHINGTON
reached the conclusion, concurred in by the US Chief of' staff, ~
that "the most probable enemy threat is carrier-borne air attacks
and sporadic naval bombardment, but a small scale destructive
raid cannot be ignored." A raiding f'orce of' 10-15 f'ast merchant
ships, carrying up to two brigades on'a low scale of transport,
was envisaged, - with such raids possible being accompanied by
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air attack rrom carrier-based dive bombers and ~ighters (62).
On 1 Apr 42 the Joint Services Committee, Paci~ic Coast, in
consideration o~ the changing picture, prepared an alrpreciation
on de~ence requirements which included possibilities o~ attack
by up to,two brigades. Although neither o~ these appreciations
was o~icially approved by the Canadian Chiefs of Sta~ Committee,
to be embodied into the o~ficial Canadian Scales of Attack~ th~
Canadian Army was Soon to make dispositions to meet landings
by two brigades on the West Coast (63).

54. With the increased scale of attack by airborne and sea.-
'borne troops the possibility of enemy attempts to seize airfiel~s

on VAl-TCOUVER ISLAND became a matter demanding attention. Follow
ing the recommendations of the Permanent Joint Board on Defence
construction had started on aerodromes at TOFINO and PORT HARDY.
The Board now expressed its concern at the inadequacy of defenoes
in the TOFINO area, which was only 150 miles f'rom important
UNITED STATES defence installations (64). A Pacific Command
Intelligence report considered;-

"It is believed that JAPAN would welcome the opportunity
to have prOVided for them an airfield in close proximity
'to VICTORIA, VANCOUVER, anet SEATTLE, rrom which to carry
on operations, even of a temporary nature, against these
centres, and would be willing to make considerable sacri~,

fices to obtain one." (65).. .

THE DEMAND - (C) THE ALEUTIAN THREAT

55. S~x months after PEARL HARBOUR JAPAN struck north into
the ALEUTIANS, occuping ATTU and KISKA as bases for potential
thrus ts· eastward along the Chain to the Alaskan mainland (66).
It appeared as though the Japanese strategy of advancing by .
"island-hopping" was to be successfully employed once again (67).
As the enemy completed submarine bases in the ALEUTIANS, the .
supply of reinforcements to UNITED STATES ALASKA bases would '
become more and more di~icult. On the night o~ the 20 June,
an unidentified submarine shelled the wireless station and light
at ESTEVAN POINT on VANCOUVER IS~TID (68).

THE RESPONSE

56. Action to meet the situation at the coast appeared to
start slowly and. to gather momentum as the need becaJje more press
ing, and. the results of planning began to take form in operat;ion.
Public opinion was mollified. by the removal of all Japanese from
a Protected Area extending between the ROCKY MOUNTAINS and the
sea (69). Early in January airfield. guams of Special ShralIDel
Sections RCA armed with .75 mm guns were sent to reinforce the
infantry platoons at UCLUELET, ALLIFORD BAY and BELLA BELLA (70),
and. a company of the D & H Bif at V & E Fortress moved to guard
the aerodrome at PATRICIA BAY. The Coast received its first 'anti
aircra~t d.efence when a special heavy A/A Section moved from
HALIFAX in January. By the end of April the formation had b~~n

authorized of anti-aircraft units "to cover all A/A equipment.
likely to be available to Pacific Command in 1942" (71). And
during April and May twelve additional infantry battalions arrived
at the Coast, with promise of more on the way. To discover their
origin and their proposed dispositions it will be necessary to
examine the story of successive mobilizations in CANADA duriqg
the first half o~ 1942.
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MANNING THE WESTEPN FRONTIER

57. A study or the various General Sta~~ ~roposals that
accom~anied submissions dlrring March 1942 ror authority to
mobilize formations reveals a flexibility of dispositions that
~resents a picture that at times becomes more than a little
com~licated. It is a sim~le matter to state that between

, January and June the number of infantry battalions in BRITISH
'COLlnfBIA increased from six to nineteen; it is not so easy to
show how the 6 rrrv came to contain brigades n~c8red 13, 18 and
19, - while the 8 Div included 14 and 16 ~ Between the original '

, authorization of a fOl~ation and its arrival in the field much
may ha:ppen. The availability or jnstructional cadres, the com
parative states of training attained by newly-mobilized units,
and, above all, the provision of adeQuate~accorr~odationin the
short time that emergency allows, - all were factors which often
forced changes in General Staff ~lanning. During that threaten
ing spring there was much drawing up and rearranging of Orders
of Battle before a ,disposition was reached in which the plan
was to a:pproach ftllfillment.

}i~OBIJ.JIZATIONOF UNBRIGADED UNITS

58. On 7 Mar 42 mobilization authority was issued for five
infantry battalions, the Prince Albert Volunteers, the Queen's
York Rangers, the Scots Fusiliers of Canada, the Prince of Wales·
Rangers and the Lanark and Renfrew Scottish Regiment (72). It
was announced that these battalions would be used for airport
defence at TOFINO and HARDY BAY (one bn each), and as local
reserve at VANCOUVER, KAMLOOFS and TERRACE. This was NDHQ' s
answer to a reco~nendation by the GOC-in-C that the vulnerability
of the OCEAN FAI.JLS and BELLA COOLA - WILLIAMS LAKE avenue just- i

ified the placing of an infant,ry battali.on near WILLIAMS LAKE (13)"
Before, however, any of these dispositions had been completed, '
increased scales of attack on the West Coast (see para 53 above)
'made an upward revision necessary.

COMPLETION OF 6 DIV AND 3 BDE GFS OF 7 DIV

"59. On 11 l£arch the CGS wired. the GOC-in-C, Paciric Command,
that in view of the possibility of destructive ground-force raid$
on an increased scale it was proposed to dispose three infantry
brigade groups in Pacific Command, "in addition to the battalion~'
presently employed on coast defence and the two battalions ear
marked for PORT HARDY and TOFINO Aerodromes" (74) 0

60. To raise the necessary troops the War Committee of the
Cabinet authorized, on 18 Mar, the completion of the 6 Div and the
mobilization of three brigade groups of the 7 Div. A cas memo a"G
the time indicated that the above units together with ten un
brigaded battalions preViouslY authorized would enable him "to
complete the garrisons at air ahd naval stations and other stratee;ic
points, and. to maintain a mobile reserve of' one division at each "
coast." The 6 Div would succeed the 4 Armoured Div at DEBERT and
SUSSEX} - the brigade groups of'the 7 Div (16, 17 and 18 Bde)
would, Oe in the Pacific Command, one in the HAZELTON area, the
.other two in the southern part of VANCOUVER ISLAND (TOFINO Area
and NANAIMO). There would thus be fourteen infantry battalions
on the coast (made up of the three brigade groups, the three
battalions previously employed,on Coast Defence and the two units
authorized for airport d.efence) (75),
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61. It was expected that the three brigade groups -of the
7 Div would be concentrated at the Pacific Coast by 1 Aug 42. In
the interval, forces at the disposal of the GOC-in-C were in
creased by moving during April and May seven battalions from the
Prairies and Eastern Canada. From guard duties with 14 Inf
Bde at NIAGARA came the Kent R, the Mid R, and S Ste M& SUd,
the first two to take up similar work at VANCOUVER and PRINCE
RUPERT. Le R .de Hull and the reconstituted R R C arrived from
VALCARTIER to join the S Ste M& Sud in the 13 brigade at NANAIMO.
The reconstituted Wpg Gren and KOR of C, more recently mobilized '
than the other battalions, moved to TERRACE, to form with the
Midlands the nucleus of the 14 Bdeo At the end of l!ay there
were thirteen infantry battalions in Pacific Command.

COMPLETION OF 7 DIV AND 3 EnE GIS OF 8 DIV

62. Proposed dispositions of the three brigade groups of
the 7 Div and the unbrigaded battalions detailed for ooast defenoe
and aerodrome defence duties allowed for no other active forma
tions to back up these front-line forces. In order' to make pro-
'vision for the reQ.uisite "defence in depth", authority was sought
and obtained at the end of :March to mobilize three brigade groups
of the 8 Div, and to complete the Ord-er of Battle of the 7 Div~
Tv/o of the new brigades were slated to be-reserves for Paoific
Command, at VERNON and at WILLI.Al':B LAKE or WAINWRIGHT (later
changed to PRINCE GEORGE); the third brigade was to go to V~
CARTIER, as a reserve for Atlantic Command (76). The Order of
Battle and mobilization authority showed that all components
were new units to be mobilized, the majority of infantry battal
ions being second (later changed to third) battalions of existing
active units. From this mobilization three units were to reach
the West Coast late in 1942 - the 3 Bn Irish Fusiliers (VANCOUVER
Regiment), the 3 Bn Regjna Rifle Regiment, and the 3 Bn Edmonton
Fusiliers (77).

63. During June six more infantry battalions arrived in
the Command. Three, the Prince Albert Volunteers, the Canadian
Fusiliers (City of LONDON Regt) , and the Winnipeg Light Infantry,
went into tents at VERNON where, as the 17 Inf Bde, and later
19 Inf Bde (See para 65) they became a mobile reserve for the
lower mainland.' The other three, the BrockVille Rifles, :the
Oxford Rifles, and the Prince of Wales Rangers, were assembled
at Prince Geor.ge under HQ, 161m' Bde, . to provide depth to the
northern defences a t PRINCE RUPERT. With th.e exce-ption of the

Can Fus (formed in Jan 42) n0ne of these units had. been mobil
ized more than three months. Brought up to strength by the post
ing of "R" recruits and "members lID" direct from basic training
~entres, these battalions filled a dual role as they carried
on with training in the very country where it might have to be
put to the test in actual fighting.

THE ALLOCATION OF HIGIillR FORMATIONS

64. It has been shovm above (para 40) that until the end
of May 1942 the only constituted infantry brigade in Pacific
Command was the 13 Bde of the 6 Div, provid.ing a mobile reserve
at NAHATMO. Brig WG COLQUHOUN MC was still in corninand, with Maj
N KINGSMIIL as 13M, and I1Iaj HJ JONES as SC. Early in June, HQ.
14 Bde arrived at TERRACE from NIAGARA, assuming command over
the KOR of C and Wpg Gren there and the £lid R at PRINCE RUPERT.
Brig V FOrsON VD (78) came from commanding ESQUIHALT Fortress
to succeed Brig OM MARTIN VD as Brigade Commander, and Maj CE
TUCK ED and Capt VG GODFREY remained as BM and SC.
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65. The original decision that the 7 Div should derend
the Paciric Coast resulted in headquarters or l6~_,17 and 18
Ini' Bdes being i'ormed respectively at PRINCE GEOwE, VERNON
and ESQ.UniALT (ror ALBERl'JI -TOFllro) during May and June 1942 e

Appointed to comnand these brigades were, - 16 Bde, Brig OM
nARTIN VD (rrom 14 ClB); 17 Bde, Brig CG TOPP reo MC (Area
Comdt Lansdowne Park" OTTAWA 0 1 Sep 39 to 19 May 40, Comdr
4 ClB 20 May 40 to 2~ Feb 42); and 18 Bde, Brig HW MURDOCK ED
(OC IRID .IViD No 6, 12 Jan 40 to 31 ]:~ay 40, OC Nth NS Highrs
1 Jan 40 to 20 May 42) (79). Some time in Maya change of
plan occurred, and it was decided that the 7 Div would go to
Atlantic Command and the 6 Div would stay at the Paciric Coast.
Only one or the newly-formed brigade headquarters, the 17, moved
east ,to join its senior formation. Its place was taken at
VERNON by the formation of HQ. 19 Bde, of the 8 Div Order of
Battle, with Brig WG COmmrOUN MC assUP.ling command.

66. When, in July 1942, areas or responsibility for sub-
,ordinate rormations within Pacific Command were mapped out, the
GOC 6 Div, at ESQ.UUlALT, Maj-Gen .AE POT1S CBE, was allotted
conwand or the whole of VA1TCOUVER ISLAND, while the BRITISH
COLUMBIA mainland lying north and west or the C1\1R main line
from ASHCROFT to the ALBERTA border came under GOC 8 Div, Maj
Gen EN GA1TONG, wi·th Headquarters at PRINCE GEORGE. This dis
position placed the 13 and 18 Brigades (who were at NANAIMO and
AIBERNI-TOFINO respectively) within the 6 Div, V & E Fortress
with its CD battalions being regarded in erfect as a third
brigade group for the division's tactical command (80). In the
north, the 14 Bele at TERRACE and PRINCE RUPERT, and the 16 Bde
at PRINCE GEORGE, became the two brigade groups of the 8 Div (8l}o
19 Bde at Vernon came under HQ. Pacific Command. "

CHANGES IN Cmin/lAND

67. In the middle of June Eaj-Gen ALEXANDER waS transferred'
from GOC-in-C to become Inspector General for Central Canada.
His Illace was taken by Lt-Gen K STUART ISO HC, and ror two month$
Gen STUART held simultaneously the appointffients or OGS and GOC
in-C Paciric Command. The temporary combination or these posts
emphasized the seriousness or the threat in the West. With the
CGS taking control on the Paciric Coast no resident of BBITISH
COLUMBIA could now complain of lack of action from OTTAWA (82). <
At the same time, Brig MILLER (83) DOC HD III was retired on
medical grounds, his place being taken by Brlg RG WHITELAW (from
DMT NDHQ.) as Brig i/c Administration (84).' In a series of other,
changes Col JF PRESTON }[O (85) went to command Esquimalt Fortress,
being replaced as Colonel Gen Staff, by Col JE LYON (from DMO & I;
NDHQ.) (80); Brig .AlIW LANDON OBE MC became OC Vancouver Defences, .
wi th I,t-Col llR TENBROEKE Me (AA&QMG ]ill No 11 14 :May 42 to 28 '
Jun 42) succeedil1.g him as GSO I (Tr6); and Lt-Col CT BATTEN
advanced £'rom GSO II to GSO I (Oprs). .

68. On 2 Sep 42 Maj-Gen GR PEARKES VC CR ISO liLC was appointed.
GOC-in-C Paciric Command. Proceeding overSBas in 1939 as Commande~

of the 2 can Inr Bde, Gen PEA."RKES had held the command of 1 Gdn
Div rrom 20 Jul 40 to 1 Sep 42. At the same time Brig WHITELAW
was replaced by Brig WEB ]~CKLIN as Brig i/c Administration (87),
and Col LYON was promoted to the ~rallel rank of Brig Gen Staff.
The increased importance attached to coastal artillery defences
brought Col SD JOHNSTON MC VD from OC Prince Rupert Defences to
HQ. Pacific Command in the post of Col Fixed Defences, hts place
being taken at the Northern port by Col JJB I\'ILffiTYN ISO MC VD (GSO
II Pac Comd 26 Jul 42 to 31 Aug 42).
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REORGANIZATION OF ADllINISTBATIVE SERVICES

69. To meo·t the demands created by the sudden increase
of operational troops, the administrative services underwent
a parallel extension and reorganization, and, effective 1 Aug 42,
were set up as Pacific Command Services, with l,ill No. 11 ceasing
to exist. The ::plan of superirlposing mobile troops as lIshortll
divisions upon a static system of supply and services had worked
well in ENGLMf.D, where some o~ the coast defence divisions had
been so operated. In Pacific Command it was a practical solution
to an existing problem. Divisional services' were largely re-
moved from 6 Div and 8 Div. Instead, all formations were served
from a system of static BDASC supply depots, and Ordnance depots
and technical and non-technical workshops, strategically placed
throughout the Command. In a similar manner medical needs of .
the forces were looked after by ten military hospitals in the
areas of troop concentrations, with base and advanced medical
stores depots situated at fixed points (87). Under the Command
Engineer Officer, general maintenance of works and buildings for
troop accomrnodation was carried out by personnel of 11 ES&W
Coy and No 4 Fortress Coy BeE, the Field Coys within the div-
isions drawing their operational stores and rr~terial from Engineer
yards established in the camp areas (88). In general, it will
be noted, the system employed in Pacific Command organized the
operational troops on an area, rather than on a formation bas1s(89).

;

IN .AN OPERATIONAL ROLE

70.. The men who had come to defend CAl~ADA on the Pacific
Coast in the summer of 1942 were not trained troops. Recently
mobilized, some units came to BRITISH COLUMBIA with their ranks
filled by NRMA personnel of two months or less military exPer
ience in basic training centres. During the months that followed,
formation commanders from the GOC-in-C dO\VDwards concentrated on
raising the efficiency of all troops in the Command. As infantry
units progressed successively through section, platoon, and
company stages towards battalion training, full advantage was
taken of the varied types of tactic'al country to be found in the
rolling ranges of V"ERtiON and N.ANAru:O, the hard.ening hills of
TERRACE, and the dense timberlands of West V.ANCOUVER ISLAND. The·
swampy muskeg of PRINCE RUPERT and the jungle-like thickets of
AlBERNI might not provide the facilities for mobile warfare
afforded by the open country of the VERNON area, but it·gave the
troops stationed in these regions the best possible training for
meeting the enemy on ground to whose peculiar difficulties they
had become accumstomed.

71. But other factors than terrain affected training sched-
ules. Only at NAN.AIMO did the incoming 'brigades find hut accommo
dation ready f'or them • At VERNON, at TERRACE, PRINCE GEORGE,
ALBERNI and TOFINO engineers and civilian contractors worked
desperately during the summer and fall of 1942 in the construction
of brigade camps. The battle of priorities in labour and materiql~

fre~uently delayed progress, and through the ensuing winter and
spring the brigades supplied large fatigue parties to help push
the work to completion. In many cases too, the engineers supplied
the brains, the infantry, the brawn, for the construction of rifle
ranges, roadways, assault courses and parade grounds, and the
symbol of the pick and shovel hovered close over many a battalionts
coat of arms. Fire fighting in the early summer,. and fuel cutting
in the late fall and viinter may have subscribed to the welfare
of the civilian population, but added little to the progress of
military training.
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72 • There was a turnover of' personnel withiri the units
that lowered the hopes and raised the ire of' many a battalion 
and brigade - commander. The last battalions to reach the Coast
were :from 300 to 500 men under strength (90). The drain of'
man:power :from the Command started with the withdrawal :from coast
'units of' the "DIEPPE pIatoons" in the f'all of' 1942, and was to
continue at intervals as long as GS personnol in any ~uantity

remained in BRITISH COLUMBIA. To replace outgoing draf'ts came
"R" recruits, in many cases direct from depots. Operational
units ~lUst perforce become temporary training centres. The batt
alion syllabus of' training uas badly disorganized. It was not
uncommon to f'ind within a single unit a se:parate schedule being
employed f'or each of' the 'f'our rif'le companies, with all the stages
:from recruit to specialist and battalion training being carried
on s imultaneously•

73. Many of' the NIUIA personnel showed little enthusiasm
over the change that had brought therrl :from civilian lif'e, and
the s:pring and summor of' 1942 and 1943 brought reQ.uests for
agricultural leave and postponement of' service that ran into the
thousands. A considerable burden was placed u:pon unit off'icers
and under-staf'f'ed orderly rooms in dealing with the involved
procee~ings that accompanied every application f'or compassionate
leave, and COImnanding Of'f'icers resented having thrust upon them
~he responsibility of instituting investigations and submitting
recommendations that they considered, not Without, r6ason, should
have' been the task of non-military authorfties.

SPECIAL TRAINING PROJECTS

74. While the general policy of training was laid dOvID by
OTTAWA, certain variations of' a specialized nature uere instituted
in Pacific Command. In June 1942, th8 f'irst course in battle
drill was given at COURTENAY to selected of'f'icers and NCOs from
units rold training centres in the Command (91). The Canadian
Battle Drill Training Centre, which viTaS organizod by the Command
ant, Lt-Col JF SCOTT, Calg Highrs, moved to VERNON in October,
to be taken over by NDHQ.. Late in the f'all a course in Combined
Operations f'01100ed the Battle Drill School at COURTENAY. Initiated
under the leadership of' Lt-Col RV BOYLE, Loyal Regt, a British
.Army of'f'icer borr0\7ed from attachrr:ent at WASHINGTON, the Combined
Oporations School proved so success:ful that it was placed on a
HWE by NDHQ. in July 1943, with Lt-Col CH COOKE, C H of 0, assum-
ing command (92). Operated as Command Schools \7ithout establish....
monts, the EUsh, Forost and Jungle School at PRINCE GEORGE held
its first course in September 1943 (93)t while the Mountain Warfqre
School opened at TERRACE in October (94).

75. The most ambitious large-scale training scheme in
Pacific Corumand took place at WAINWRIGHT. The GOC-in-Cfs proposql.
to use BUFFALO PARK f'or training :full brigade groups in combined
operations was approved by liDHQ. in time f'or summer training in
1943. From mid-June until late October, in periods of' six weeks
each, three brigade groups, the 14, 19, and 18, unde~Jent the
rigorous and. valuable training of' "Buf'f'alo", a total of' eleven
inf'antry battalions greatly increasing their ef'f'iciency as a
result (95). Throughout the summer, the operational role of' the
troops at WAINWRIGHT 'V1as not forgotten. Each brigade, during
its period of' "Buf'f'alo" training, became a rJ~obile reserve, pre
~ared to move to PRINCE GEORGE to assist 8 Div in case of' emergency
(96). Appropriate dispositions of' units remaining in BBITISH
COLUMBIA during the scheme kept the def'ences of' the Command
ef'f'ectively manned.
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DEFENSE 0]' AIBFIELLS - INFJlJifTRY ENS

76.. Shortly a:fter the outbreak of ,;mr viith .JAPAl\f, the
importance of denying to the enemy the use of airfields on
VANCOUVER IS~r.D and the mainland raised the problem of pro
viding adequate ground forces to supplement any anti-aircraft
defences installed. At fil~t the duty was assigned to regular
infantry troops, as PATRICIA BAY airfield was given protection
by a company of the D & H Rif from V & E Fortress. On the occa
sion of the visit to the coast o:f Maj-Gen JC ].[UBCHIE (then VCGS)
in April 1942, the GOC-in-C CMaj-Gen RO ALEXA11:JER) put forward.
recommendations for one infantry battalion for each o:f the air
fields at PATRICIA BliY, E?EA ISLAND and H.ARDY BAY, and for an
infantry brigade group at TOFINO, when Vlork on the runways had
progressed :far en0ugh to make them o:f use to an enemy (97).

77. Approval was given, and the 2 C Scot R immediately
moved to take over the defence o:f the PATRICIA BAY aerodrome.
To TOFINO in July went a Company o:f the D & H Rif with a section
of carriers, :forerunners of a succession o:f battalions who were
to be stationed at J~NG BEACH from September 1942 (98). In
October companies from the :BRC at :NEW WESTJiINSTER took up guard.
duties at BOUNDARY BAY and SEA ISLAND. HARDY BAY, which did
not become an RCl~ operational base until January 1943 and was
less exposed geographically than TOFINO, did not receive infantry
protection illltil late summer of that year, ..."hen t'"j]'O companies
of the Kent Regt, which was then stationed at TOFU,TO, moved in
as garrison for HARDY BAY, BELLA BELLA and COAL HliRl30UR (99).

AERODRm,jE DEFENCE PLATOONS

78. The rapid development of tGchnique sho",m by the enemy
in the seizure of airfields in the European and l£iatic theatres
o? uar stressed the need for providing as a counter-measure a
more specialized type o:f de:fence unit than the regular infantry
battalion. In CANADA this requirement was :first met by the mob
ilization, in May 1942, o:f twelve Aerodrome Defence Platoons,
five of which were slated :for employment in Pacific Command (lOO~.

Each platoon was raised on an establishment o:f 1 officer and 43
other ranks, and com~rised a headquarters, two sections each
mounting three 2-pdr A/Tk guns on carriers, and a section of ~JO

carriers \'lith 3" mortars. T:lO Ronson :flame-throvJers were added
to establishment on reorganization o:f the platoons to 'Aerodrome
De:fence Companies in October. The addition of the n~ platoons
to existing :forces at BCl~ aerodromes or advanced air bases pro
vided :for a mobile de:fence force at each station, consisting of
the aerodrome de:fence platoon, carrier platoons and lorry-borne
in:fantry, whose special role was that of' breaking up and des·troy,
ing any enemy attack before it reached the inner perimeter,
marmed by ROAF personnel (101). .

79. The :five aerodrome def'ence platoons slated :for the
west coast, later increased to seven, were concentrated at
DUNDURN, and commenced training, 'lt7ith some assis tance in equip
ment and instruction being provided by A28 C.AO(A)TC. Of' the fiv~
original platoons Nos 8 and 9 were composed of Active personnel,
while Nos 10, 11, and 12 used members lID to complete their
establishment. Lt-Col WB HEl'IDRIE (48 Highrs) , one of five off
icers brought back from overseas for aerodrome defence duties,
was posted to HQ Pacific Command as Staff Officer, Aerodrome
Defences, and given the responsibility of organizing training
~d generally administ6ring the platoons.
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80 0 At the end o~ June 1942, Nos 8 and 10 berodrome De~ence
Platoons moved ~rom Dundurn to NAl~AIMO, to be attached to 13 Inr
Bde. Here they ~ere issued with their operation~ equipment and
transport, and some fUrther training was cal~ied out. Three
weeks later they moved to their operattonal stations, No 8 to
PATRICIA BAY, to come directly under Paci~ic Command, and No 10
to TOFINO, \7here it came under 30 Lt AA Bty RCA ~or all purposes
(102). The two platoons. were immediately replaced at NANAIMO by
Nos 11 & 12 ADPls ~m DUNIJ(J:RN. By the end of' the year three
more AD platoons (Nos 9, 13 & 14) had reached the Coast, and
TERRACE and BOUND.lffiY BAY had been added to the lis t o~ airf'ields
having de~ence platoons. Early in 1943 SEA ISUJID and SMITHERS
received similar protection.

ANNETTE ISLAND

81. In the early summer o~ 1942 the need ~or the protection
o~ the port o~ PRINCE RUPERT by ~ighter aircra~t sen':; a Squadron
o~ RCA]' ~ighter planes to ANNETTE ISLAND (103) 0 The Canadian
Squadron was welcomed by the UNITED STATES Western De~ence Command
as an addition to the de~ence ~orces in ALASKA (104). CANADA
assumed responsibility ~or the de~ence o~ the US aerodrome at
ANNETTE ISIJillD, and towards the end o~ June the 112 LA!'.. Bty
(6 LAP.. Regt RCA), with eight 40-mm Bo~ors guns, was despatched
from PRINCE RUPERT to the island. Later in the year the guns
were taken over by 34 lJ~ Bty, and in October a troop o~ 22 AA
Bty L1anning ~cur 3.7-in guns moved in to supplement the i;3land f s
de~ences (105).

82 Q No 8 Aerodrome De~ence Platoon moved from PATRICIA BAY
to ANNETTE ISIJ.Jr.D at the beginning o~ September 1942, to be the
~irst Canadian ~antry troops placed in an operational role on
UNITED STATES soil. Accommodated ~or three months in pyramidal
tents (US), until the arrival o~ Q.uansit huts (106), and rorced
to ~a:ce the l.mpleasantness o~ ALASKA rain and SnOtl with an
.ins~~icient issue o~ waterproof clothing (107), the men made. the
best of their lot, carrying on with training, constructing gun
positions, and responding to occasional alarms that brought all
troops to the Alert ~lith commendable promptness. In May 1943
the 14 Aerodrome De~ence Platoon relieved the 8 PI at ANNETTE
ISlJJID, to remain on operational duty there until recalled in
October pending disbanfunent.

WHITEHOBSE

83. The development of the North West Staging Route during
1941 and 1942 brought Yli th it the need ~or safeguarding against
surprise attack and sabotage, the chain of aerodromes serving
Amorican and Russian planes f'lying north into AI.JiliKA. Of part
ioular strategical signif'icance ~as WHITEHOBSE, nearest point
on the NVT staging Route to the Coast guarding 1ihe CANOL Pipeline
from FT NOEMAN, and accessible to hostile aircraft flying up
the valley from SKAGWAY. Follo\v.ing recommendations from the
Joint Services COIDL1ittee, Pacific Coast, in March 1942, a decis
ion was reached to send an aerodrome defence platoon to WHITE
HOESE (108).

84. Moving into the north by boat to SKAGWAY, and thence
by rail to WHITEHOBSE, No 9 lill PI took up its new duties on 10
November. The unit· was rationed by the US liXIllY Air Forces on a
monthly settlement basis, and in its association ~ith the Amer~

icans got on well and received from the US au~orities the
commendations that characterized other occasions on which Canad
ians were to serve with their southern neighbours. During that
vyinter the temperature dropped to 66 degrees below zero, but the

I
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men took the extreme cold in their stride, as they continued
training, erected theit prefabricated huts, and worked at the
construction of a log garage for their carriers (109)0 In June
1943 the 62 AA Bty arrived to provide Bofors defence for the
Aerodrome. At the same tiLle No 9 An PI was relieved by No 10
AD Coy. The new units reL1ained at WHITEHORSE until August, when,
.follo\"ling the red.uction of the Japanese threat to ALASKA, both
the Canadian battery and the aerodrome defence cOIilpany wer~

'!iii thdravm.

AERODROME DEFENCE COMPANIES

85'. The organization of the original aerodrome defence
platoons as independent units on an establishment or one officer
and 43 other ranks had resulted in placing a heavy burden of
adminis tration upon the subaltern in command, - a burden that
was in no way lessened by the fact that the platoons had been
hastily formed of unpicked men, and in the majority of caseS
rushed to operational posts with very little prelimihary train
ing (110). This condition waS alleViated in December 1942, when
authority was granted for the expansion of each platoon into an
aerodrome defence company comprising a HQ and ~NO platoons.
No 1 PI, consisting of. 1 officer and 42 OBs, was equipped with
2 pdrs" 3-in mortars, and flame throwers, all momted on carrier~;
No 2 PI, (1 officer and 38 OBs) was heavily equipped with rifles,
·grenades, E-Y rifles, LUG's ond SMG' s, ood provided with four
half-track personnel trucks and one 5-cwt "jeep" (Ill). Only
four of the companies in Pacific Command (Nos 8, 12, 13 & 14
1J) Coys) went on to the full establishment; tho remainder were
organized less the personnel of the Infantry mobile platoon,
and drow a platoon from the infantry battalion stationed at the
aerodrome they were defending (112).

2 AIRFIELD DEFENCE BATTALION
<,

86. The arrival at the Coas t of t\70 more AD Coys from CAMP
BORllEN, - in Feb 43, No 6, for TOFINO, and in June, No 7, for
PATRICIA BAY, (ultimately for HARDY BAY), brought to nine the
number of companies thus employed in the Pacific Command and
ALASKA (113). At tho end of ~,Iay 1943, it was decided to absorb
all aerodrome defence companies on both coasts into two airfield
defencp battalions. In Pacific Commood, the 3 En Regina Bine
Regiment, Which, as a third battalion was facing disbandment,
was converted to 2 l~rfield Defence 13n (Regina Rif) CIC. The
old j.,J) companies became sub-units of the new battalion, in some
cases retaining the mobile infantry platoon. The new organiza
tion allowed for the replacement of the VG of C personnel still
on guard duty at lOCO and in the KOOTENAYS, by carrying on the
establishment of the battalion two companies with unmounted
infantry platoons (114).

87. The establishment and disposition of the defence batt-
alion provided for:- Battalion HQ; one company of HQ and one
carrier platoon at each of WHITEHORSE, TERRACE, :H.P..RDY BAY, TOFINO,
PATRICIA BAY; one company of HQ, one carrier platoon and one '.
mounted infantry platoon at each of JiliNETTE ISLAND, SEA IS~ID,

BOUNDARY BAY; one company of HQ, one carrier platoon and three
unmounted infantry platoons at TRl'...IL i one company of HQ and two
unmounted infantry platoons at lOCO lll5'). Lt-Co1 WB HENDRIE,
SO Aerodrome Defence, Pacific Command, was appointed to command
the 2 AD Bn (Regina Bif) CIC (116). But the battalion was
short-lived. As the outlying companies were preparing to con
centrate at VERNON for training ancl reorganization, the Joint
Services Coomittee at the West Coast reached the decision that
"need for additional protection at .advanced ROAF stations etc
and at VPs such as TRAIL and lOCO no longer exis ts" (117).
The cOIllpanies came to VERNON, only to be disbanded, and on 15' Nov
43 the 2 Airfield Defence Bn (Regina Bif) CIC officially ceased
to exist (118) 0
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NO 1 l®iOURED TRAIN

88. The broad vraters or the SKEENA, navi~ablG ror a htm-
dred miles inland f'rom CHATH.AM SOUND, a.Y1d paI'aJIGILTlg the single
CNR track that closely hugged its right bank, pro~ided a stand
ing inVitation to snaIl enemy craft to put landing parties
ashore at anyone or ,a hundred points to cut PRINCE RUPERT's lire
line to the interior. To meet this threat, by providing a mobile
derence ror the railway bet'v1een PRINCE RUPERT and TERRl~CE, an
armoured train was put into operation on the route, making its
rirst trip between the t\70 stations on 29 Jul 42 (119). Pro
tected by heavy steel plate armour, and anJed with ~10 75-mm.
guns, four 40-mm Borors, ~!O searchlights and diesel-operated
generators, the train carried accorr~odation for AI L personnel
to man the guns, and for a full inrantry company with platoon
1;18apOnS (I?0) 0

890 The railvmy operation or the train \7as carried out
by CNR creVic, under the orders or an army officer (OC Armoured
Train), v7ho carried a permanent staff of rive other ranks. No I'
l~loured Train ~as commanded f'rom its inception until 16 Mar 43
by Ca])t NK GATESON (Wpg Gren), and then by Uaj JO HERBERT (Oxt'
Rir) until the removal or the train f'rom operations in October
or the same year. Artillery and infantry troops to man the
armoured train were supplied f'rom the brigade currently stationed
at TERRACE. ' During the period or tension in the summer of 1942
the train covered the ninety miles between ~~CE and PRINCE
RUPERT t~ice every twenty-four hours, one Tiray by day and one
way by night. Ready at all times to rush reinforcements to
PRINCE RUPERT if necessary, the train, in addition to its reg
ular operational role, proved usefUl in mov~ troops be~/een

TERRACE and the Pacific port ~hen redistribution of units within
the defence scheme took place (121).

ROLE OF THE RESERVE ARMY

9(0 From the inception of the Pacific COIDWBnd emphasiS was
placed upon the employment of units of the NPANJ: in defence of
the coast and on internal security duties (122). Early in the
war-reserve units had been responsible ror guarding VUlnerable
points, and training was al1;JaYs carried on vIith a VieTil to
filling an active operational role in e@ergency. Typical or
such roles uas that given to the NP1JK units of MD 13, - the Edmn
R (R) the 2 Calg R (R), the 2 Calg Highrs (R), the 2 S lu.ta R (R~
and the "Currie Force" or Al6 crm. To each or these units was
assigned the task or guarding VPs along the main lines of the
ONR and CPR, while to the 2 Edmn Fus (R) was given the role of
mobile reserve ror the derence or PRINCE RUPERT (123). Similarly,
the defence of the lower FRASER VALLEY was allotted in 1941 to '
the three reserve inrantry battalions located at VANCOUVER (J24)t
NPAM units made comprehensive reconnaissances or the areas they ,
were called on to protect, and directed their training towardS
rilling the emergency role allotted them.

91. In January 1942 reorganization or the Reserve Army
took place with the rormation of eight Brigade Groups across
Clilll~ 39 (Res) Bde Gp was formed in MD 11, \'lith Col AW SPARLING
in Command (125). In MD 13 Col ER KNIGHT was appointed to
command 41 (Res) Bde GP (126). The organization of the two
complete brigade groups in Pacific COffiQand provided the GOC-in-C
with a valuable tactical reserve, and at the same time the pros
pect that the NPAM tmits Vlould operate as a brigade group p-oved .
a useful stimulus to recruiting and training.

If
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92. Under the Pacif'ic Command Def'ence Scheme the roJ.6s .of'
reserve units were now seen as

(a) Pr~y Role
De~e by units of their home stations under the

command of local l~ea or Fortress Commanders.
(b) Secondary Role

Protection of road and rail communications in areas
of responsibility allotted by the OC (R) Bde Gp.
(c) Tertiary Role

Use as a. i:l€r:>aXato Brigade Groul> in def'ence of the
Pacific Coast under the orders of the GOC-in-C (127).

93. With the incentive of' an active operational role
before them, members of the reserve units responded keenly to
training. Particular'ly was this the case in cities and towns
ex:P0sed to possible enemy action. The men were home-owners,
the majority of them outside the call--up age groups, with a
def'inite stake in the cOIDIUlmity. Enthusiasm was high, and
specialized training appealed to many of them as a new hobby~

As a reSUlt, those who later went into the active army, or
other services, generally did well, quickly showing themselves
worthy of promotion.

PACIFIC COAST MILITIA RANGEBS

94. The organization of land forces to ~se enemy land-
ings on the Pacific Coast did not end with the concentration
in BRITISH COLUMBIA of active infantry battalion and the train
ing of reserve units in operational roles. Even before PE1ffiL
HlillBOUR there was a widespread and insistent ,public demand for
the ins ti tution of Some form of "Home Guard" composed of local
residents capable of acting in defence of the various communities
and areas exposed to danger. In January 1942 a General staf'f'
letter to the GOC-in-C, considering that it waS "most important
that everything possible be done on the West Coast to satisfy
public opinion in respect to military security," urged that
immediate consideration be given to the organization of Hone
Guard platoons or d.etachments at a number of coastal points on
VANCOUVER ISLfJID and the mainland (128).

95. There appeared to be a growing realization by military
authorities that any bctive Force troops available f'or the
defence of' the West Coast could not adequately cover all the
ground, and elements of the Reserve l~y in Pacif'ic Command W3re
generally to be f'ound only in metropolitan and closely settled
areas. The training of Canadian Infantry at that time still
enVisioned the type of' action in which movement could be made
on roads and by rail. The lessons of' the Malayan Jungle were
still to be learned. and. applied. What seemed to be needed was
an organization of men with a knowledge of BRITISH COLUlffiIA
born of' expsrience from living in the rocky country along the
rugged. coast line, and. the thick, barely penetrable bush of' the
timberl~dS of' the interior.

96. Authority to proceed with the f'ormation of' an Auxiliary
Defence Corps of' "Coast Def'ence Gnards" under the Reserve 111Iitia
was given in FebruarYt and Maj (later Lt-Col) TAR TAYLOR (MAG
Pac Comd) was placed ill charge of organization (129). The res:POnse
was tremendous. In less than six weeks the HOVeI!lent, its name
changed to Pacif'ic Coast ][ilitia Rangers, grew from nothing to
an enrolment of 5,GOO men. By July the strength had reached
14,000, with 115 companies organized from the Queen Charlottes
to the Internat:i,.onal Boundary (130). Lt-Col TAYLOR, now Staf'f'
Officer POlaR, was assisted. by a headQuarters staff and by six
officers in the f'ield as Field Supervisors.
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97. "Who are they who know BC best? The men who have
ranged its I:lountains and valleys, f'ished its waters, tapped its
resources." (131). These were the ffien who enrolled by the
hundreds in the PCMRs; fishermen! trappers, f'armers, loggers ,
big-game guides, hunters, rod-ana.-gun·men, prospectors, fUr
traders, s torekeopers and section hands. Each company of'
Rangers might dif'f'er completely :from its neighbouring Company
in type of personnel. H8re would be a cOT1pany of' farmers; there
a company composed entirely of timberI!len; the colliers of an
u~island mine would supply another 'Jompany; another was org
anized among the workers of a coastal pulp and paper mill o

The operational role of the Rangers waS threefold,
to poSsess up-tO-date, complete and detailed knowledge of
their O\v.n area and to be in a position to supply such in-
formation to HQ Pacif'ic COlmaand, and to local military
commanders ;
to reDOrt any unusual happenings that ref'lected possible
subversive or "f'if'th column" activities; and
to be in a position to repel enemy attack or invasion,
either by thellisolves, or in operation with units of' the
Canadian .Army, 11.c tive (132 ) • -

99. - Training was directed to preparation f'or these roles.
Assisted by instructors loaned by the three services, by members
of' the Canadian Legion, and utilizing the experience of' many
of' their mm members who were Veterans of' the last war, Ranger
groups met at nights and on weekends to participate in map 
reading, signalling, weapon training, f'ieldcraf't, and guerilla
tactics. Travelling instructors rrom PC~LR Headquarters commuted
:from unit to unit to give assistance in the training of' company,
detachment and group personnel. Sten sub-machine guns, .303
and .30-06 service rif'les, and .30-.30 US sporting rif'les were
issued on a scale that gave all companies an opportunity to
carry out range-practices on rif'le ranges generally constructed
by the men theLselves. Training was stinnllated by the monthly
publication of' The Ran~er. In September 1942 a "Ranger Training
School" was opened at l'~IS, and operated in conjunction with
A6 BeE TC. To the school v-mnt selected representatives :from
tho various companies, to receive two weeks' instruction in
ranger training. By the end of' 1943 the Pacif'ic Coaa t Militia
Rangers, in their "Drybak", or khaki denim unif'orms, with the
distinctive red and green arr;l-band, had O!:J.erged as a vital part
of the Pacific Cow~and f'orcGs. - I

TIm PEAK IS REACHED

100. From the point of' view of' numerical strength, the
employnlont or operational troo]5 on the Paciric Coast may be
said to have reached a peak in the early SU1IlI:ler or 1943. 1m
operational rorce of approximately 34,000 ofricers and men was
station~d in BElTISn COLln!ffiIA, co-operating with the Navy and
Air Force in the def'ence against enemy attack. A Quick -glance
around the COlYillland will serve to give the picture of' inf'antry
dispositions that presentod itself' to Their Excellencies, the _
Governor General and Princess Alice, when they Visited the army

_-def'Emcos of' the Vest Coast during May.

101. Pacific Command Headquarters was at VANCOUVER, (Opera-
tions at JERICHO, AdI:linistration at VAJIDOUVER Barracks), the
GOC-in-C Uaj-Gen GR PE.ARKES VC CB ISO MC, Brig i/c Administra
tion, Brig WEB l1ACIG:JN. Directly under Pacif'ic Connnand Headquarters
at VANCOUVER \1ere f'our main subordinate commands:
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(i) VANCOUVER ISLiUID Area .
COIlUilandor - GOd 6 can Div ~ - M8.j-Q.8n J'L[G POTT6 ED w:Lth

HQ. at VICTORIA.
(ii) Northern Be Area

Comnander - GOC 8 Cdn Div, Haj -Gon EN GANONG, with
HQ at PRINCE GEORGE.
(iii)VANCOUVER Defences

Commander - Brig AHW I.JlNDON OBE MC HQ. at VANCOUVER
BlillRACKS •
( i v) Co:r:1Yt8Ild Reserve

19 Int' Bde at 'VERNON, lll1der Brig vVG COIPUHOUN MC.
In the VANCOUVER ISLAND area lll1der the command of' GOO 6 Cdn Div
were ESQUllffiLT Fortress (Brig JF PRESTON, MC); 18 Int' Bde J at
NANAIMO (Brig HW :MURDOCK); and 13 Int' Bde, at PT AJ:sEBNI ~Brig
DR SlillGENT, ED). Under the command of' the GOC 8 Cdn Div, in the
Northern BC ArGa, vmre PRINCE RUPERT Defences (Col DB MARTYN reo
MC VD); 14 Int' Bde, at TRRRACE, (Brig JP GIRVAN reo MC VD); and
16 Int' Bde at PRINCE GEORGE (Brig OM: UARTIN VD).

102. There were twenty inf'antry battalions in the COIlll11and.
Four of' these were in the VICTORIA-ESQUDJALT area, lll1der the
cOrD.i1aIld of ESQUIMALT Fortress • At CODHOOD CAMP VIas Le R de
Hull, supplying platoons f'or inf'antry def'ences at the CHRISTOPHER
POINT, liJiliY HIlL and ALBERT HEAD f'orts. The S Ste M & Sud at
OTTER POINT provided detachments to guard the VANCOUVER ISLAND
Power COI~pany plant at JOBDbN RIVER and the SOOKE RIVER crossing
at MILNES LANDING. The 3 Regina Bif' were temporarily in a tent
camp at SIDNEY preparatory to moving into the Exhibition Build
ings at the "Willows". At PATRICIA. BAY the RRC had just ex
changed duties witp. the 31 (Alta) Reece Regt, and with No 10
Aerodrome Def'once Coy wore on oporational duties def'ending the
BOAF airfield. No 7 AD Coy waS in training at COI.»lOOD CAlJP.
On VP guard duty at VICTORIAl with detachments at HEALIS RANGE,
and the Joint ,Services Magaz1no, was No 31 Ooy VG of C.

103. Carrying on with training, and acting as a l!1obile
reserve, were tho lll1i ts lll1der command of' HQ. 18. Int' TIde at NANAIMO,
- tho 2 C _Scot R, the B1.~ Rang and the StJohn Fus OIG), vTI. th
detachments at COAL H1:.RBOUR and UCLUELET. Up at COURTENAY the .
Can Fus wero lll1dergoing cOIllbined operations training. Over on
the West Coast of' the VANCOUVER ISLAND the 1 Edmn Fus were with
HQ 13 Int' TIde at PORT AlBERNI getting valuable training in bush
f'ighting·, with detachments guarding the cable station at BAl1FIELD
and the UCLUELET RCAF base. The battalion stood ready, in the
event of' an atteru.pted enomy landjng, to support the Brock Bif',
who were stationod with No 6 Jill Coy at LONG BEACH in def'ence
of' the TOFINO airfield.

104. Two ba~talions joined coast def'ence artillery and AlA
batteries in garrisoning PRINCE RUPERT, northern gatevmy to
BRITISH COLUMBIA, and now of' increasod importance as a UNITED
STATES supply port f'or ALASKA. The Japanese thrust into the
ALEUTIANS thG previous summer had f'ocussed attention on the
strategio signif'icance of' PRINCE RUPERT's position, and at one
stage of' the thruat the cas (Lt-Gen STU.ART) had seli up temporary
head,!uarters therG. In the "Cy Peck" Camp No 1, a camp that
.they had largely built by themselves on f'loatillg muskeg, were
the l'lid R, experienced in guard duties on both of' CANADA'S Coasts
(133) • Camp No 2 was occupied by the KOR of' C, with one company
across EECKTE STRAIT guarding the advanced air base at ALLIFORD
BAY, QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLAN'IB, and apIatoon s tationed ~lith a
detachment of' the 80 Fd Bty BOA at TYEE, on the SKEENA. RIVliIR.
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105. Ninety miles up the river at TE1m.ACE, were the Wpg
Gren and the Kent R, units o:f the 14 In:f Bde Gp providing a
mobile reserve to PRINCE RUPERT de:fences under the command of
the GOC 8 Div. The TERRACE airfield, now nearing completion,
was guarded by No 11 AD Coy. From the inf'antry battalionS 9lld
the 48 LAA Bty of the 14 Bde Gp VIere dravm the persormel to
man the No 1 ~loured Train on its operational runs between
TE1m.ACE and PRINCE RUPERT. At PRINCE GEORGE, 350 miles fUrther
ipland, the Oxt' Rif the P of W Bang and the 3 EdIiln Fus :formed
the 16 In:f Bde in its mobilo rola supplying defence in depth,
and ready to strike west to PRINCE RUPERT or south to ~eet any
threat to the interior plateau behind. BELLA COOLA VALLEY•.

106 • VAN:" 01JV:El\, because of its comparatively sheltered
location, was reg~:rded as the least vulnerable of the three main
BRITISH COIMBIA ports. The whoesale removal o:f the Japanese
population from the protected area west of the Rocky Mountains
(134) had reduced to a minimum the need for employment of' troops
for the internal security o:f tho Lower Hainland, and the defence
o:f thg lower FRASER VALrEY was Carried as the operational role
of the reserve battalions in thE area. Under the command of
VANCOUVER Defences, the 31 (Alta) Reece Regt CAD had recently
replaced the RRC vlho, durtng their long tour o:f duty as area
mobile reserve at NEW WESTHINSTER, had provided detachments for
air:field def'ence down at BOUNDARY BAY and SEA ISLAND. That duty
was now ~eing performed by No 12 AD Coy and No 13 AD Coy respec
tively. At H1'J3TINGS PARK were No 8 lJJ Coy, just out from a
winter' at ANNETrE ISLAND, and No 23 Coy VG o:f C on periodic
training, after a tour of POW duty at },lEDICINE HAT.
I

107. Directly under Headquarters Paci:fic Command for admin-
istrative and operational ~ontrol, the Command Reserve at VERNON,
and the VG of C companies on VP guard duties, completed the
muster of operational inf'antry forces in BRITISH COLUMBIA. At
VERNON, the 19 In:f Bde GP. its infantry battalions the PA Vols,
the WLI and the 3 Ir Fus l VR), maintained a high s tate of train
ing, ready for employnlEnt anyWhere in the COL1r.l1and. The location
of VERNON well back in the interior made possible movement of
the brigade either by rail Via KAMLOOm north to RED PASS JUNCTIO:N
and PRINCE GEORGE, or via the main CNR line to VANCOUVER, or by
road up the CARIBOO Highway to the WILLI.A11S IJ~ country, or
down the OKAN.b.GAN V.ALLEY to the Intemational Boundary.

108. The three co~panies of VG of C on operational duties
in the CotlBaIld were at VICTORIA, lOCO and TRAIL. Since the days
of their early activities at the coast (see paras 28 - 31) the
number of cOEpanies in employment in Paci:fic Cor:JT!l8Jld had increased
to twelve. In May 1943 a system of reliofs saw seven ot: these
companies on. guard duties at tho intermlent camps at SEEBEr
LETHBRIIDE and MEDICINE HAT, Alta three at the operationa
stations naLled aboveJ_~d t\vo taking their tour of training at
HASTINGS PARK VANCOUV.Jili., and. at WINNIPEG. No 31 Coy VG of C
was not at VIOTORIA (see para 102 above). No 36 Coy had HQ
and three :platoons at the Imperial Oil Company's plant at 1090,
with two platoons at the BOAF base at BElli;' BELLA, and the SJ.X1ih
at the PRINCE RUPERT. Dry Docks •. In the interior, No 38 Coy
protected the essential industrial plants and power installations
at TI:VUL, NELSON and FERNI!t besides supplying two platoons to
guard the im:portant KAIlLOOW Magazine (135)•
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109. Such \Jas the picture of' o:perational inf'antry strength
that greeted tho eyes of' CAN1JDA f s Governor General as he in8:pected
the def'ences of' the Pacif'ic Coast. It ~as an iD:pressive iiq:play.
The period of' hasty expansion had reached its cliLmx, and f'ew
unf'ulf'illcd cOLmutnonts renained to be com:pleted. AfuJinis~rative

services had successfUlly ko:pt :pace with the ra:pid teillpo of'
the progranme, and all acoonrnodation requirements had f'inally
been net. In the f'ace of' f,lany obstacles, training had f;cnerally
reached a high state of' ef'f'iciency. Tho civilian :population of'
BRITISH COLillill3IA saw with satisf'action the aTrlY in training and
on :parade, and regained the f'eel~ng of' socurity it ha~ lost in
1941. Military leaders too were satisf'iod that ·their f'orcos
were adequate f'or def'ence, - so adequate indeed that plans could
now be made f'or their emplo~llent in otrensive operations. Bef'ors
May was out, proposals wore under discussion f'or sending a
brigade group f'roD Pacif'ic ConEand to participate with US Forces
in the capture of' KISKA f'rOD the Japanese (136).

KISKA

110. The story of' the sending of' tho reorganized 13 Inf'
Bde G:p as part of' a cOElbined UNITED ST.ATES-C.AN"A,DIAN task f'orce
to drive the Japanese f'rom their last f'ooting in the ALEUTIANS
has beon told elsewhere (137). Although the disappointLlent waS
keen at f'inding the Japanese had f'lod their cowing, the Hanner
in which tho 5,000 Canadian troops acquitted thenselves in the
landing operati. ons and the ordeal- of' withs tanding KISKA weather
and KISKA. terrain during the months of' occupancy spoke well f'or
the general calibre of' the men and the training to which they
ha4l been subjected. .Ar.1ong many signif'icant f'eatures of' the
expedition, there stood out two f'acts of' potential ll1portance
to fUture developments in Pacif'ic Co~~de The f'irst was that
NEMA. troops had been used f'or the f'irs t t.: .'TIe in an o:POrational
role outside of' Continental AMERICA, and had done an excellont
job. The second, destined to Tlmke its etreet shown Llore irill'ned
iatoly, was the f'act that the rGIJlOval of' the Japanese f'rom the
A=WTI.ANS had L1aterially decreased the threat to the security
of' tho North 1u:lerican Pacif'ic Coast. The time had come f'or a
reduction in the def'ences of' Pacif'ic ComrJand.

E. THE FOURTH PHASE - THE REDUCTION IN OPERATIONAL TROOre

REVISED SCALES OF ATTACK

111" The \1i thdrawal of' the eneIJy in the North Pacif'ic and
the increasod tempo of' operations in which he was becoming
engaged in the South West Pacif'ic had so materially i~oved the
strategical situation in respect to the West Coast of' NORTH
AlrlERICA, that the Cmr:bined Ghief's of' Staff were onabled, in
August 1943? to ap:prove oonsiderably reduced scales of' eneniy
attack f'or ~he Pacif'ic Coast. Instead of' the 10 to 15 f'ast
I!lorchant shi:ps carrying a landing party of' two brigades that
had been visualized as possibilities f'or tho past oighteen
months, the most that was now eX])octed was "occasional raids
by troops carried in submarines, lil!"!itod to a strength of' about
100 men at any ono landing place." (138). .An occasional carrier",
borne air raid on prof'itablo objectives was also se~n as a
possibility, though not a :probability~ In the light of' these
reduced scales it beCaLle possible to reassess the conposition
ot the oporational f'orces in Pacif'ic Command.
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DISBANJIJENT OF THIRD BATTALIONS

112. The heavy drain or reinrorcements for Oversoas had
already depleted the ranks or tho operationak inrantry units
in Paciric Cormla.Ild. During the month or April a draft o:f 600
had le:ft the CorJ.1I!land, bringing to more than 2,000 the total o:f
wi thdrawals :for service Overseas. In :r'Tay instructions 'VJ'8re
received :from NDHQ that all remaining as personnel were to be
released from in:fantry units except :for a cadre of' eighty key
men por battalion (139). "The :failUre to replace those sucoess
i ve ,withdrawals ,II wro te Gen. PEARKES on 9 May, "is causing
me increased concern." (140). The source of' supply of' nanpower
through the depots and train~ centres was unable to supply the
needs o:f Cf~l~'s arrnies at ho~e and overseaS on their existing
establisments.

113. In July :five in:fantry battalions were despatched over
seas to be employed as units or rein:forcements, and the disband
~ent was authorized or six ot~ers in CANADA whose regiL1ents had
more than one battalion on Active Service (141). Units a:frected
in Paci:fic Comrlland were the 3 Edlnn Fus and the 3 Ir Fus (VR)
(142). To maintain tho number o:f in:fantry battalions at the
coast Carle Fusiliers du st Laurent :frOr.1 lfUI.GBAVE NS, and the
Lanark and Ren:freu Scottish Regiment :from DKBERT. The 3 Regina
Bi:f temporarily escsped disbandruont by becoming converted to
the 2 Air:field De:fence En (See :para 86 above). The redistribu
tion o:f officers and men :from the disbanded battalions aided
to ~ slight extent the strengths o:f the units that remainod.

THE REDUCTION TO THREE BRIGADES

114. During June, July and August, by the measures indi-
oated above, the number o:f operational troops in CANADA had been
reduced by 15,000 all ranks. At the end o:f August Cabinet approval
was given :for fUrther reductions of' 20,000 (143). This TIas to
be accomplished by disbanding a large n~ber of' units o:f various
branches o:f the service, reducing other units to cadre basis, and
placing in maintenance certain coastal artillery.· Three Brigade'
Groups only were to remain in Paci:fic Command, and one training
Brigade Group in Atlantic COIIll!land. The total number o:f coast
de:fence battalions to be retained :for duties in CANADA, NEWFOUND~

LAND and JAMAICA was :fourteen. The 7 and 8 Divisions ceaaed to
exist.

115. The reasons :for the decision to keep three brigade
groups as a strategic reserve in Paci:fic Cormnand were set down
:in the CGS L1emo to the llinistcr, Reduction in Operational Troops
in CANADA' . .
- '(a) "AS a trained :force :for future offensive oommitmen~s

in the Paci:fic Theatre o:f Operations;
(b) AS a :potential Source o:f rein:foroements f'or the

Canadian Army Overseas; .
. (c) To meet any unexpected deterioration in the sit-
uation." (141)"

The KISKA :force had impressed UNITED STATES nilitary and naval
authorities, and it viTaS realized that thore night arise an
occasion,f'or employment o:f one or more of' these brigades in
fUrther offensive operations with UNITED STATES f'orces against
the oor.t1r1on enomy. For such an oventuality it was important
that a trained f'orce be kent available. Writing :from ADAK in
August, the GOC-in-C ha~ made recommendations ~o tt:iS end. (144),
recoLunendations that were approved by the CGS ~ hlS submission
to the Minister. It was disappointing to those who were anxious
to see the role of' Paci:fic Co~~d troops chango :from that of
the defensive, to find that the :final instructions received
regarding tho role o:f the brigades OBitted the use of till word
"offensive". (145).
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116. Reorg~ization became effective on 15 Oct 43. The
three brigade groups retained were the 13, 14 and 15. Their
organization conformed to that adopted by 13 Bde Gp for its
KISKA expedition, closely paralleling that of the correspond
ing UNITED STATES Tactical Group. Coordination of their train
ing and administration became the responsibility of a reconsti-.
tuted HQ 6 Cdn Dl.v at' PRINCE GEORGE.

1170 Each of the three brigade groups carried four infantry
battalions. With 13 Bde, still in the ALEUTIANS, were the Can
Fus, the Wpg Gren, the EM Rang and le R de Hull. They were .
destined to train at VERNON (with the Wpg Gren at GORDON HEAD)
on their return to CANADA. Brig (later Maj-'Gen) HW FOSTIffi LdBH
(RC) (146), who had led the force to KISKA, was succeeded as
brigade conrrnander by Brig WEB MACKLIN (from J3GS Pac Cooo) in
January 1944. The reconstituted 14 Bde Gp, commanded by Brig
BH BEATTIE MC ED (OC Can Fus 9 Feb 42 to 12. Oct 43) took up
its station on VANCOUVER ISlJUlD. Its four infantry battalions
were the P of W:Rang, the Oxf Rif the WLl, and les Fus de Sher,
(who arrived from'DEBERT with HQ 15 Inf Bde). On the island
the four battalions began a schedule of varied training which
carried them in rotation through NANAIMO, PORT ALBEBNI and
COURTENAY. To PRINCE GEORGE in mid October came HQ 15 Inf Bde
from DEBERT, commanded by Brig .AR ROY BCR (GSO 1 4 Cdn (Armd)
Div 26 Jllil 41 to 18 Jllil 42; GSO 1 7 Cdn Div 19 Jun 42 to 12
Oct 43). The brigade group was concentrated at PRINCE GEORGE
and TERRACE with the following infantry battalions: the PA
Vols, the RRC1 Fus du St L,' and the PEl Highrs, Drought from
CD duties at tiT JOHN, NB. .

118. The number of infantry battalions in the Command with
a static coast defence role was reduced to four. A system of
reliefs from operational duty brought one of these llilits into
Willows Camp, VICTORIA, for a period of training and condttion
ing every three months. The initial disposition fOillld the S
Ste M & Sud guarding the ESQUlMALT Area and the Mid Rat PRINCll;
RUPERT, wi th a company at AILIFOBD BAY, the Kent R on the north
and west coasts of VANCOUVER ISLAND, and the KOR of C in trainr
ing at Willows Camp. At TOFINO the OC Kent R was given command
of the NORTH ISLAND AREA. It comprised the cable station at .
BAMFIELD, and the Advanced Air bases at UCLUELffiT, TOFINO, COAL
HABBOUR, PORT HARDY and BELLA BELLA. At each of these points
.the Kent R placed detac4ments varying in strength from one
platoon up to two companies, operating in support of 33 and 59
AA Btys, and 36 AA Tp (147). These detachments replaced compapies
of the 2 Airfield Defence Bn (Regina Rif) whose employment no
longer appeared necessary in view of the recently approved scates
of attac'k (148).

FTJRTHER DISBANDEENTS

119. Four brigade HQ were d.isbanded, the 16, 18, 19 and
20. The first three had all been formed in Pacific Command, ~d
had served there for sixteen months. HQ 20 Inf Bde had been
organized at the same time in Atlantic Command llilder Brig P
EARNSHAW roo MC (Dir of Sigsl Oct 37 to 15 Oct 40; Comd Cdn
Tps Nfld 16 Oct 40 to 24 Nov 40; Comd C(~bined Nfl~ & Cdn Forces
in Nfld 25 Nov 40 to 24 Dec 41; Comdr 20 ClB 20 Aug 42 to 25
Dec 42). It came to the Pacific Coast in July 1943 commanded
by Brig JB STEVENSON ED (who had come from the command of 10
Inf TIde to succeed Brig EARNSHAW). Stationed at PORT ALBERNI,
witll the Lan & Ren Scot R, 1 Edmn J!us, and Fus du St Lunder
its conwand, the brigade had temporarily filled the gap in th~

defences cal1Sed by sending the 13 Inf Bde Gp to KISKA..
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120. Disbanded at the saT11e time were the Lan & Ren Scot
R, and the C Scot R, a battalion that had cOTIpleted a f'if'ty
month tour of' duty on the Pacif'ic Coast. In Novenber the 2
AD Bn (Regina Rif') passed out of' existance. (See para 118
above). The removal of' two battalions to Coast duty in Ji'tlantic
Command, ... the 1 EelLm Fus to SUSSEX and the Brock Rif' to
SIDNEY, - completed the redistribution of' the inf'antry f'orces
in Pacif'ic Command.

121. Corresponding reorganization and reductions were
taking place in the administrative serVices. Establishments
cane under the closest scrutiny, as strengthS of' headquarters
staffs and sub-staffs were pared to the niniraum consistent with
efficiency of' operation. The OSAB worked hard to allocate the
of'f'icers that Cffiue rrom disbanded units and f'orrJations. Many
of these, haVing rendered useful and raithful service in the
time of emergency, were no~ unable to meet age and medical
standardS and returned to civilian lire. The beginning of'
1944 found a streanlined Pacif'ic Conoand feeling more secure
in its defences than at any tine in the :Past f'our years, and
preparing f'or ~hatever operations the future turn of' events
night bring.
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who felt his allotment of troops for nobile or fixed
defence inadeQuate. HQ.S 3498 Vol 9, dated 21 Sep 38.

A!DMO & I MerJo, above. See also "ESQ.UDULT Defence Scheme"?
Chap IV Sec 4, "Action of the lvIobile Garrison" - V S .
38-1-1-1 dated 6 ~pr 38 on H~S 3545, Vall.

Defence Schene No 3. Sec 21 "}lobilo Force". See also
General Staff }!:eno 13 Feb 39, HQS 3498, Vol 10.

Wfence Scher'18 No 3 Sec 3. "Particular Situation to be
anticipated in the Event of a Far Eastern War" •

For LIST ONE and LIST 'IWO for MD 11, 1939, and LIST THREE,
1938, see Appendices 1, 2 and 3.

Tele GS 139 dated 1 Sep 39, HQ.S 3498, Vol 12.

Tele as 46 dated 25 Aug 39.

War Diary 1 Bn C Scot R dated 26 Aug 39.

War Dinry, 28 Arn'd Regt COO Regt) dated 26 Aug 39.

War Diary - 1 Bn Irish Fus (VR) dated 2'8 Aug 39.

War Diary - 1 Bn RM Rang dated 26 11.ug 39" .

Tele GS 138 dated 1 Sep 39.

Tole GS 139 dated 1 Sep 39.

GO 135 date4 1 Sep 39.

VICTORIA-ESQ,UTI.lIALT , VANCOUVER-NEW WESTMINSTER, and. PRINCE
RUPERT.

EstablisMont of' the BO Regt (roOR) was set at 20 of'f'icers
and 336 other ranks - War Diary, 28 Am'd Regt dated
2 Oct 39.

GS Circular letter. Defence Scheme No 3, Protection of
Vulnerable Points, - HQS 3498, Vol 9, dated 9 Sep 38.

See also "Note on Canadian Government Policy in respect of
the guarding of Vulnerable Points" - Report of Service
:Members to PenJanent Joint Board on Defence, 26th ueeting,
25, 26 Feb 42.



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

33.

34.

35.

37.

J8.
39.

40.

".'

41.

- 2 -

(a) FOS 508-1-5-1 (GO) dat~a 30 Jul 42, re request or DEEP
OOVE Ratepayers' Association ror military guard on
Reservoir.

(b) PJBD Journal, Vol 3, dated 14 Dec 42 - re application
or the Oonsolidated }[ip.ing and Smelting 00 Ltd rpr
derences at TRAIL, BO.

AG Hemo, "Guarding or VPs in OANADA" - HQ,S 6717, FD 22
(AP) dated 19 Nov 41.

For lists or Vulnerable Points, }ID 11, taken over by BO]!P,
and those remaining a responsibility of National Defence,
see Appendix 4.

Tele No 46, Oharge d'Arfaires, TOKYO, to External Affairs,
OTTAWA, dated 20 Jun 40. On rile HQ.S ~613, Vol 1.

HQ.S 8613 Vol 1 dated 20 Jun 40.

Tele as 0388 OGS to DOC 11 d 20 Jun 40 HQ,S 8613, Vol 1.
Te1e as 0387 OGS to DOC 12 d 20 Jun 40 HQ.S 8613, Vol 1.
Tele GS 0389 OGS to DOO 10 d 20 Jun 40 HQ.S 8613, Vol 1.

Under Secretary of Statp, for ~xtGrna1 lJrfairs, OTTAWA to
High OorJDiss1oner for CANADA in GREAT BRITAIN. No 834,
dated 27 Jur- 40 - HQS 20-1-17.

Secretary of State ror Dor~ion Affairs to High Commissioner
ror CANADA, dated 6 Jul 40 HQS 20-1-17.

External Affairs to High Oommissioner, dated 11 Ju1 40,
HQ,S 20-1-17.

Effective date or Dobi11zation or 3 and 4 Division waS set
back to 24 May 40. GO 184 or 1940 amended by GO 50 of 1941 ....

Effective date of· organization of VeteranS Home Guard was
24 nay 40. GO 112 of 1940.

Weekly Summary 38 dated. 27 Jul .40.

Tele 746 Ref Org 460 dated 21 Jun 40 HQS 8613, Vol 1.

GS 0400 dated 22 Jun 40 HQ,S 8613, Vol 1.

War Diaries 1111 AII , 111113" and 11"0" (JJ'oys VG of C for Jul,
Aug and Sep 40.

Oprs 113 dated 14 Feb 41, IIQ.S 8588, Vol 7 (Oprs).

War Diary llllA" (25) Coy VG or 0, 4 Apr 41.

War Diary 11"13" (26) Coy VG of C, 6 Apr 41.

War Diary 26 Ooy VG of C 7 Dec '41, supplemented by personal
interview, Capt. JO COOKE, 0 i/c. .

Joint statement, issued following the OGDENSBUBG Conference,
18 Aug 40, HQ,S 5199-W-l, Vol 1.

Joint Basic Defence Plan; Sec IV 10 Oct 40 - PJBD Journal
Vol I.

Institution of PAOIFIC COlllLland dates frOrl 10 Oct 40, when
Maj-Gen RO .ALEXANI1ER ISO was appointed the first GOC-in-O e,
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43. "Instructions for the Guidance of General Officers Command
ing-in-Chief ATLANTIC and PACIFIC Commands" - dated 28 May
41, HQS 8704 (DSD).

44. Suppt to CARO 941 dated 20 Feb 41.

45. Suppt to CARO 1067 dated 28 I,fay 41.

46. In a l~emorandum on lICorrnnand - Pacific Command" Haj-Gen the
Hon WA GRIESBACH, Inspector General, WESTERN CANADA,
crtticized the method of command, by 1,'lhich the GOC-in-C,
Pacif'ic COrnr.J.and was also DOC lID 110 He recommended the
early appointment of a DOC for lID 11, - 23 Sep 41 on
HQ.FC 602,-1-3". .

47. 1 C Scot R moved to DEBERT 4 Oct 40, to replace in 2 Div
the R Regt C ~hich had proceeded to IGEIJJ{D. - HQ.S 2v~1-17,

dated 5 Jun 40.

48. VS 38-1-1-1, VS 38-2-1-1, VS 38-1-1-1, FD 3 dated 16 Dec 40.
Appx to War Diary, Pacific Command as Vol I.

49. For a list of infantry battalions stationed in BC at so~e

time bet~een 1939 and 1943 see Appendix 5.

50. CGS memo to Minister - 11 Aug 41 - File HQ.S 8704-1 FD 3,
Vol 1.

51. An ontry in the War Diary of' ACGS (Haj-Gen llA POPE) dated
6 Nov 41 refers to a "PJBD understanding that a general
reserve be maintained by Cl~AIU~ over and above the necessary
coastal garrisons of not less than two divisions". See .
also PJBD Journal Vol 1, 10 Oct 40, "Provision of troops
for initial support of US Garrisons in ALASKA", in which
the CGS (Maj-Gen RIG CRERAR) Queries the military advant
age to CANlillA of this responsibility, and the DOGS (Brig
K STUfJiT) stresses the "political need to include in the
plrrn some moasures of defence in which Cl~ADA accepts a
specif'ic responsibility to assist the UNITED STATES".

52. CGS Memo to Minister 15 Jul 41. Approved by War Committee
29 Jul 41 - HQS 20-1-5.

53.

54-.

55.

56,

.
57.
58.

See 49 above ..

CGS rlemo to Minis tor 18 Nov 41, HQ,S 8613.

Ibid, para 4.

CANADA declared war on JAPAN on 7 Dec 41; The UNITED
IaNGWU and the UNITED STATES declared war on the f'ollow
ing day•

Canada Year Book, 1942. War Chronology, p 9970

E.g. -
(i) From the Dominion COInnand - Can Legion BESL to the

Minister of' National Def'ence - dated 13 JaIl.42 - HQS 8704~1,
Vol 2.

(ii) From United Commercial Travellers of' .AJllERICA, Vancouve:r;
Council, to the Prllile Minister dated 10 Har 42 HQS 8704-1,
Vol 3.

(iii)Fror.l Pitt ME.ADOWS ARP, BC to Geo CRUICKSHANK MP (FBAS~
-RIVER) dated 22 Dec 41 HQ.S 8613, Vol 1.

See also letter :fron Mrs HL KEENLEYSIIlE, Secy, Cdn Sec PJBD,
to Maj-Gen MA POPE reporting inf'ormation received :from
various sources in regard to the defence situation on the
west Coast - 11 Feb 42, HQ,S 5199-W-1, Vol 2. Note also a
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58. slogan used on North VANCOUVER ISLAND during tho War
(Cont'd)Loan Campaign of Feb 42 - "You move tho 3a.:ps: Wo buy

the Bonds" - Pac Comd Weekly Intell Report No 59. - 18
Feb 42.

59. "Vancouver Silll" EeLitorials ~ The Derelict Defence by Alan
HORLEY, lL1--17 Mar 42.

" our :present defence is based upon the assUI:l:ption
that we must surrender, and. night as well do it first,.
rather than last."
" Nine-tenths 'of their energy and thought is engaged
in training forces for use in EUROPE, or elsewhere, 
one tenth in defence of THIS coast. Horeover, they do
not keep the troops they have trained, bl1t lose then
and get raw nen from time to time".
" Our derelict defence is not ready to j:"ight a 1942
battle. We are preparing, with minute forces, to fight
SINGAPORE, HONG KONG and DUNKIRK over again." - Copies
of editorials on file HQS 8704-1, Vol 3.

Legal action was taken against the "Silll" and the newspaper
paid a fine of $300. - 24 Apr 42 - HQS 8704-1, Vol 3.

60. Report of GOC-in-C to CGS of a 1~eeting of Joint Services
Committee with Premier HART - 16 Mar 42. HQS 8704-1, Vol 3.

61. Beport ..Qf BRI.1JJHLCOLUMBIA Segurity Commj,.ssion 1942, P 30

62. CGS MeTIo elated 17 Nov 42 - HQS 5199-J.

63. For complete lists of "Forms and Scales of j~ttacks" with
period.ic revisions See HQ.,8 5199-J. A four page meI10 on
the history of FOrTIS and Scales of Attack for the Pacific
Coast, prepared by the narrator fran HQS 5199-J appears
at nDPX 6. .

64. lJS_ArmY Progress Report, - 25th Heeting PJBD .dated 20 Jan 420
PJBD Journal Vol 2.

65. Report following roconnaissance of TOFINO airfield by Capt
D GOITh~Y, Intelligence, Pacific CODLmand - 28 Fob 42 
HQS 8704-1, Vol 3.

66 • DUTCH H1ffi130UR was raided on 3 J1.ill 42. KISKA was occupied by.
the Japanese on 6 Jilll 42.

68.

69.

"It appears that the Japanese are to continue reini'orcer'lents
of the L.IEur~L'IAN bases and are expecting to continue East
ViTam advances illlless RUSSa joins the war against JAPAN"
Daily report - 2053 Pacific Comnand to Defensor fron US
4 th L:rmy - 19 Jun 42 HQ,S 8613, Vol 1 0

Pacific Cmrunand Report to Chiefs .of Staff, Tele 2076 dated
21 Jilll 4Z - HQS 8613 Vol 1. See also Report on Attack on
ESTEVlill, from coro to SecYl Naval Board, Dept of Nat Dof 
dated 1 Jul 42, ro 5-11-5-~.

It is interesting to note that a request for the interpment
of Ja:panose on the Coast, to avoid inter-racial clashes,
subnitted by Maj-Gen ALEXANDER on 30 Dec 41, (VB 638-1-1-13),
90S well as a recoI.'lTIlondation by the Joint Services Copmttoe
for sinilar action "from the :point of view of defence of
Pacific Coast, It (ro Tele 663 dated 12 Jan 42)' at first ret
with no ap:proval at OTTAWA. In.a rlemo to the CGS (Maj-GGn
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69. STUlillT) l,Iaj-Gen POPE suggested lithe VCGS is unable to
(Cont'd) agree to such a drastic stop, as VANGOUVER is subject only

to bonbardl:1.ont, and the Japanese, of' whon 80 per cent are
Canadian Nationals, are unarr.led." The nono goes on to
refer to tho entirely satisfactory behaviour of the Jap
anese on the West Coast of the UNI'ffiD STATES as reported
by the FBI, and points out that both in HONOLULU and at
1[ANILA Japanese residents bad behaved correctly rrOD a
US point of view when these places were attacked - Memo 
HQS 7368 Vol 1, dated 13 Jan 42.

Following a conference held in OTTAWA betw~en the Standing
Conmlittee on Orientals in BC (Hone Co~ttee) and de1egatep
f'ron the services, the BC Legislature, the Police, and
D8partments of the Federal GOV8rnT!lent, a decision waS
reached to proceed with the evacuation of the Japanese
fron a designated ~rotected area (PC 365 dated 16 Jan 42).
. .

70. Mobilized on 12 Dec 41 and in positions early in January.,

71. reD :,~eI1o dated 20 Feb 42 HQ,S 8704-1 FD 18.

72. HQS 20-1-l1-E FD 3 HRI dated 7 Uar 42.

-73. VB 638-1~1-1 dated 1 Feb 42 on HQS 8704-1 Vol 2 FD 23.

74. GS 010 dated 11 Mar 42 on HQS 8704-1 Vol 3 FD 22.

75. CGS Hemos to the Hinister dated 20 Nar 42 and 24 1lIar 42 -
HQS 20-1-25.

76. CGS ~,:lGmo to.the 12:inister dated 24 Mar 42 - HQS 20-1-25.
,

77. Mobilization authority dated 21 ]aay 42 HQ.S 20-4-25 1\00.

78. Appointments of Brig V HOreON in the present war were:
DAl'.&QMG :rID No 2 5 Sep 39 to 25 Nov 39; OC ROB 26 Nov 39
to 28 Nov 40; Comdr 1 CIB (Actg) 20 Oct 40 to 26 Nov 41;
COJ11dr 12 crn 4 Jan 41 to 24 Ear 42; Condr 4 Cdn Div (teDp)
26 Dec 41 to 24 l1ar 42; Condr 2 l\JTIY Tank Dde (tOt'll' ) 25
Mar 42 to 23 Apr ~2; COEdr Es~uimalt Fortress 24 Apr 42 to
20 l\~ay 42; COEdr 14 crn 21 ]lay 1'l-2 to 26 Aug 42.

79. For com:plete lists of' Inf' Bele HQ. Staff' appointnents in
Pacific COTITl2nd see .b.ppx 7.

80. Pacific Cormnand Operational Instructions No 32 dated 30 Aug
42 - HQP 20-2-12-11.

81. Pacific Corr~and Operational Instructions No 40 dated 26 Sop
42 HO~ 20-2-12-12. Authority was granted on 25 Jun 42 for
the fornation of HQ 8 Div ~d certain assooi~tod units.
Conc~:mtration took place at OTTAWA and JASPER, and. the GOO
asstElod COJ::1Llanel at PRINCE GEORGE on 1 Oct 42. '

82. If there was any way in which General Staff', Pacific COIJrlaIld,
erred, it was possibly in not haVing asked enough f'or the .
Coast. The attitud.e had been taken that the needs of BRITAIN
herself and CANADA's HlffiITII:ES wore greater than those of
BRITISH COL1.n1BIA, and it was appreciated that every addi
tional gun sent to the Pacif'ic Coast weakened more Vital
def'enceS. These considerations changed when the cas cane
to VICTORIA.
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83.

85.

87.

Appointnonts held by Brig :HILIER during the war were: D.AAG
10ID NO 10, 1 Sep 39 to 2111- Oct 40; b.A&QJ1G !ID No 11 25 Oct 40
to 14 Jan 41; Officer i/c Lfu~inistration lID No 11, 15 Jan
'1-1 to 18 Mar 42; :OOC UD No 11, 19 Nar 42 to 30 Jun 42 ..

Previous appointments of Brig WHITE~\W in tho. present war
uero:- GSO 2 NDHQ, 1 Dec 37 to 16 Oct 39; GSO I NDHQ, 17
Oct 39 to 9 lh:ar 41; COrldt, No 01 OW Starf, BROOKVILLE, 10
Ilar 41 to 10 Apr 42; nUT NDHQ, 11 Apr 42 to 30 Jun 42.

Col PRESTON'S previous appoint~Gnts were those of .fill}.[&I
1 Jan 39 to 14 Doc 39; GSO I lID No 11, 15 Doc 39 to 14 Jan
41; Col Gen Staff Pac Cond 15 Jrm 41 to 28 Jun 42.

Col LYON held the appointr,lonts of GSO 2 (Surveys) 25 Dec 36
to 25 Sop 40; GSO 2 NDHQ. 26 Sep 40 to 16 Dec 40; GSO I NDHQ.
17 Dec 40 to 23 Doc 41; ~~O&I 24 Dec 41 to 25 Jun 42; Col
Gen Staff Pac Co~d 26 Jun 42 to 31 Aug 42; Brig Gen Staff
Pac COLld 1 Sop 42 to 28 Fob 43.

(i) CGS n:eI!lO to GOC-in-C Pac Comd 29 Sep 42 HQ.S 20-1-12-1l.
(ii) Organization of s~rvices, Pac Cond Brig i/c Admin lOrlO
dated 30 Oct 42 - PC 02-1-3-3. .

88. CEO latter to Brig i/c Admin Pac Cood dated 24 Nov 42
-36-1-1.

89. For an accoun-t of the organization of Pacific Cor.:;nand
Services, 1942, see Chapter

210
275
310
303
546
453

20-6 -12-11-E

90. A letter from Brig NACKLIN to NDHQ. Deficiencies - Infantry
B9 ttalions, drawing attention to a shortage of 3,000 I

Inrantry fraIl Vlli, lists as the battalions DoSt badly
hanpered -

Midland Regt, deficient
Kont Regt "
3 Regina Rifles Regt "
1 Ednonton Fusiliers "
3 Ednonton Fusiliers II

3 Irish Fusiliers "
-602-7-1 d 10 Nov 42, on HQ.S

Pac Cond Gen Staff Circular, Canadian Battle Drill Training
Centre dated 4 T1ay 42 V 2-25-1-4 (Ti-g).

HQ.S 20-1-18 FD 77 over HQS 20-4-18 FD 100 (Hob 2) dated
29 Aug 43.

R~ 8 Cdn Div to H~ Pac Cood dated 27 Jul 43, on PCS 502-1-4.
• >

ros 502-25 HWS over ros 504-25 MWS(GS) dated 19 Oct 43.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

Infantry units ~articipated in Burfa10 Training as fo11ows:~

Buff'a10 I Burfal0 II Buff'al0 III
14 Inf Bde Gp 19 Inf Bde Gp 14 Inf Bde Gp.

POW Rang WLI S Ste 11 & Sud.
Oxt' Rif P A Vol RRC
Kent R . Fus du St L
2 C Scot R Brock Rif

KOR of C

Pac Cond Oprs Instr No 73, 74, 78, dated 31 Hay 8 Jul
18 Aug 43 respectively - PCS 508-1-1-1 over 502-1-21 (GO).

97. Pacific Gen Staff L~emo. Case II for VCGS Visit B April 42.
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98. The following infantry battalions were stationed at TOFIND

and LONG BEACH during 1942 and 1943:- D & H Rif,. {uA" & liD"
Cays) 5 Jul 42 to 25 Aug 42; 2 C Scot R, 2 Aug 42 to 27
Dec 42; S Ste ~.1 & S '27 Dec 42 to 3 AIJI:' 43; Brock 'Rif 3
Apr 43 to 16 Jul 43; Lan & Ren Scot R 17 llul 43 to 15 Oct
43; 1 EdIrn Fus 17 Jul 43 to 21 Sep 43; Kent R 10 Oct 43 to
27 Har 44.

99. Pac Cond Inst No ·101 dated 18 Oct 43 FOS 508-1-1-1 ov~r
504-7-KR (GO).

100. l1obilization Authority HQ.S 20-1-12-E FD 3 over HQ.S 20-4-12-];
~m 1 dated 15 Apr 42.

101. Defence of Aerodrones, Pacific COY.JI1aIld. FOS 508-1-4-1 (GS)'
dated 29 Sep.42, on HQS 8920 Vol 2.

102. Pac Cond Mvt Ord No 3 dated 16 Jul 42, FOS 504-28-1.

103. Minutes of 27th Heeting of Permanent Joint Board on Defence
- 7 Apr 42 - PJBD Journal Vol 3.

104. Report of Meeting held at HQ 13 Naval District SEATTLE
between heads of US & Canadian Services on Pacific Coast
6 r'.Iar 42. VS 638-1-1-5.

105. Authority to despatch anti-aircraft batteries to AIillSKA was
given in PC 7995 dated 4 Sep 42.

106. War Diary 8 AD PI 5 Sep 42, and 30 Nov 42.

107.

108.

109.

1io.

Ill.

112.

113.

l
r

114.

115.

116 •.,

vIar Diar~.r - 8 AD PI 9 Nov 42 - "Waterproof clothing still not
supplied, and in spite of every possiblo precaution being
taken nunbers of the men have colds. Two n8n havo boon in
hospital froD this cause, and others could easily have been
adnitted. Partial shipnent of oilskin suits and rubber boots
rocoived but not slifficiont to clothe all the Gen, only ntqe
pairs of trousers-and tvmety-throe jackets having been re
ceived. The only size in rubber boots supplied eights and
nines."

Letter from Col KH BUSH, US Arny Chief of Staff, HQ North
West Service Connand1 WHITEHORSE, to Brig .:FE LYON, BGS Pac
Corn, dated 13 Nov 4~ on FOS 504-28-9.

Letter from Lt BAJ READER, OC 9 AD PI to SO Aerodrom.e DefEmqes
Pac Cond dated 9 Fob 43, on PCS 504-28-9.

Letter 5-0 14 Oct 42 fron Lt LJ HOBBS, OC, 10 AD PI LONG
BEACH, to HQ 18 Inf Bde PT ALBERNI, On ros 504-28-10 (ADP).

WE Cdn V/1940/353AIl effective 1 Oct 42.

PCS 504-26-1 (AD) dated 21 Apr 43.

In Feb 43 disposition of Aerodrome Defence Conpao!es, actua+
or anticipated, was as follows:-

No 6 A:OO TOFINO; 7, PATRICIA BAY (ultimately HARDY BAY);
8 ANNETTE IS 9, WHITEHORSE; 10, PA~CIA BAY; ;~

11 TERRACE· 12 t BOUNDARY BAY; 13, flEA ISLAND;
14 SLrITiiEre - DMO&P Progress Report dated 20 Feb 43.

HQ.S 8538 - Vol 30

HQS 20-1-E FD 11 COprs) dated 26 May 43.

WE Cdn V/357B/l effective 1 Jun 43.

Pers 6039 dated 20 Sep 43.



117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

1,29.

430.

131.

132 •

~33..

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

1.39.

140.

141.

8 -

roo 708 5 dated 12 Sop 43 HURCHIE from PEARKES.

HQS 20-1-E FD 40 dated 19 Dct 43.

Fe Tele 2666 dated 31 Jul 42 GOC -mn-e to CGS.

res 508-2-3-1 (GS) dated 13 Jul 42. Appx 152 to War Diary,
Pacific COIJr,1and GB, Jul 42.

War Diary - 1 .Arr!toured Train ~ 8 Hay 43, 4 Jun 43 .etc •

Col HURCRIE (DMO&I) to GOC-fu-C Pacific Cornnand - Er1ployment
of Units of the NPAM HQS 7363 (Oprs)dated 2 Nov 40.

1ID 13 Operation Order No 1 and Appendices A,B,C,D, 2 Dec 41.

VB 638-1-1-1 ~ GOC-in-C to CGS dated 30 Bay 41.

For composition of 39 (Res) Bde Gp See Appx 8.

For co~position of 41 (Res) Bde Gp See Appx 9.

For Pac Comd ~:r Schene applYing to Reserve Units in 1ID 11
see FOS 508-1-1-1 (GO) over 504-1-6 dated 7 Oct 42; for ~ro
13 see DOC 1m 13 to OC 41 (R) Bde G~, file CS 3-2 dated
9 NoV 42.

HQS 20-1-19 FD 24 (ACGS) dated 31 Jan 42.

HQ.S 20-1-19 FD 24 (ISE).

PCS 602-27-1 dated 20 Jul 42.

Quotation from The Ranger Vol 1 No 3 dated 1 Oct 42.

Fe~fR MeTIo V-2-27-1 dated 18 Mar 42.

The hi<lland Regt spent five months in 1941 on guard duties at
ST JOHN, NB. The regiment moved to PRINCE RUPERT in Hay
1942, to spend the next two years at the northern BC port.

See para 56 above.

HQ,:r 3545 Vol ,4 (Oprs) 25 Hay 43.

Fe0 2020 dated 25 May 43 PEARKES to STUART.

l'he Canadian Participation in the KISKA Operations compiled
by Historical Section (dS), 10 Dec 43.

HQS 5199-J dated 10 Sep 43.

Org 320 dated 3 liay 43 •.
PCS )·-0·..]--23(GOC) dated 9 Hay 43, on HQS 20-6-12-11-E.
But on 13 ::ay 43, HQS 20-6-12-11-E Hob 5, the AG in reply
declared that "over 6,000 infantrymm have been ordered
to your Command since last November, and the total with
drawals fran Infantry units to date nUI!lber slightly over
2,000." '

CGS Memo to Minister, li.eduction in Operation Troops in
.QjlliADA HQ.S 20-1 FD 110 dated 30 Aug 43.
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142. HQ,S 20-1-E FD 12 dated 18 Jul 43, promulgated in GO 438/43"
The reasons ror selecting the 3 Edr_ID ~\1S and the 3 lr Fus
for disbandJ,lent are set forth in a reD r:.eno to cas dated
4 ,Tun 43 on the above nar:led file.

143. See 141 above, cas Femo, para 20.

144. FOS 504-1-10-2 FD 1 (GOC) dated 13 Aug 43.

145. HQ.S 20-1 FD 103 dated 31 Aug 43 dGS to GOC-in-O Pac Comd.

146. Brig HW FOSTER ... OC 4 Reece Regt (4 PIJX}) 29 Jan 41 to
6 Aug 42; GSO 1, 1 Cdn Div 7 Aug 42 to 13 Dec 42; OC HLI
of C, 14 Dec 42 to 14 Feb 43; C~dr 7 CrB 15 Feb 43 to
8 Jun 43.

147. Pac Comd Opr lnst No 101 dated 18 Oct 43. IC8 508-1-1-1
over 504-7-KR (GO).

148. PCS 508-1-1-4 (JSC) dated 11 Sep 43.


