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REP 0 R T NO. 30

HISTORICAL SECTION (G.S.)

ARMY HEADQUARTERS
18 !~ov 49

1. This report deals with the special measures
taken by the Army to safeguard the oivil population and vital
installations in the Lower St. Lawrence rogion as a result of
tho incursion of enemy submnrines into the Gulf and River in
1942. In addition the intersGrvice aspect of the defence
preparations is noted and a briof account given of the plans
of the naval and air services. The noriod covered is from the
commencement of submarine activity i~ the Gulf in 1942 to the
conclusion of hostilities in the vVestern Atlantic in 1945.

GENERr\L BACKGROUND

2. In 1941 the Gorman U-boats,which had hitherto
confined their operations principally to the areas surrounding
the British Isles, commenced to 6xtGnd their activities further
west.- As a result during this latter year escorts for ocean
convoys became necessQry for the whole period of passage. By
December 1941, however, largely as a result of the decision of
the United States Government to pnrticipnte in tIle western ocean
escort for east-bound and west-bound convoys, the enemy hgd
been forced out of the Western Atlantic. Even in the wsters in
and out of the Mediterranean where he then concentrated the
bulk of his U-boat force he met with little success. (g~~l

Q~g~£ia£-~~~Z_~QQ~h1Yg~Yi~~_ig~Q~~~~~g~~No~-2~September
1942; 'SChUll., Joseph i'fTl18 Far Dist8nt Shlls - Canada's Navv in
~h~_§££QQ£_~!1~_!~tn,-crn8p-5--,pp-r=4-rms}T---------------~---

3., On 7 December, however, Japanese forces
struck at Pearl IIarbour, and Q t DnCG the whole perspectiV6
of' the war was Cllo.nged. Tl18 Allied powers had. now to re
distribute their already strQined ncf\lal resources to cover
the new areas in the Pacific nild Indian Oceans,where their
shipping lay open to the menace of sir and submarine at
tack. Tl18_ effe c twas imme dis. tely felt on the Nor th .A tlarl tic.
There the Royal and U.S, Navies grG3tly reduced their
strengths; the latter to such nn extent that by February
1942 it had only two c03stguQrd cutters on escort duty in
the Western Atlantic, The enemy reacted promptly and effect
ively to the new situation. In January his 'U-boats launched
heavy attacks in the coastal waters of the United States
between Nova Scotia and the West Indies. (Schull, pp 14-15)

4. It was inevitable that with enemy submsrin~s
continually present in American coastal waters attacks would
occur in the St. Lawrence, the brond waters of which led
straight to the heart of Canada. For the moment there was
little that could be done- of necGssity the St. Lawren~e. ,
traffic valuable though it was, had to take second place
tJ the ~cean convoys, and to the oil tankers in the Carib
bean and along the American coast. Nevertheless plans were
drawn up for the employment of Quebec/- Sydney convoys and the
establishment of n naval base at Gaspe for n Gulf escort
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. force. Consideration was also given to the possibility of
having to route overland much of the cargo which normally
went by river. R.G.A.F. planners envisaged possible use of
the R.C.A.F. stations at Gasp( and Mont Joli for anti
submarine warfare should the enemy enter the gulf and river
areas. For the time being, however, flying operations were
to be confined to convoy escort and reconnaissance of the
approaches to the Gulf. (Schull, pp 17-18; (RCAF) H.~.S.
22-1-17, General Review and Report upon Defences in the Gulf
and River St. Lawrence Areas by a Committee formed under
Directi.on of the Chiefs of Staff Oornmi ttee)

5. The expected attack came on the night 12/13'
May when a submarine torpedoed and sank two merchant ships
between Anticosti Island and the mouth of the river. Z
(See Appendix nAU and Map a t Appendix "Bn).. The Navy
at once brollght into effect j_ts plan "GL 2 u• which con
sisted of putting all ocean-going ships in convoy in the
St. Lawrence, using Sydney and the anchorage at Bic Island
as convoy assembly points~ ~~ The escorts for these convoys
consisted of five groups, each comprising one corvette,
two Bangor class anti-submarine minesweepers, and one armed
yacht. These vessels were based at Gaspe, and operated by
the Naval Officer-in-Charge (N.O.I.C.) Gaspe.~~* (H.Q.S.
9027: Naval aspect of the defence of the Gulf and River
St. Lawrence)

6. At the same time, the R.C.A.F. despatched air-
craft to its stations at Mont Joli and Gaspe, and oommenced
employing some of the aircraft from the North Sydney station
in sorties over the Gulf. Tho total of aircraft involved in
these activities varied throughout the 1942 shipping season.
Bomber reconnaissance aircraft (Hudsons) operating from Mont
Joli numbered up to six, from Cl18tJ~.am, N.B., two to five, and
from Sydney one squadron. Besides theso, two to four Canso
flying boats operated from Gaspe, -c1ild two to si'x from-North
Sydney. For convoys in the Strait or Bell~ 181o ~nd th~t

part of the Gulf lying north of a line from,Bay of Islands,
Newfoundland, to Cape Whittle, Quebec, air coverage was
provided from Botwood in Newfol.lndland. In addition the R.C.A.F.>
requested the R.C.N. to route its Quebec - Sydney convoys south
of the Magdalen Islands to take advantage of the intensified
air coverage afforded by the training flig.hts out of Sumrner
side and Charlottetown, P.E.I~ (IQL~: Air Aspect of the Defence
of the Gulf and the River St. Lawrenoe)

---....--...._-----------------------------------------------
~ For a popular account of the sinkings see article by

J. McNaught entitled nT.he Battle of the St. Lawrence" in
the 15 Oct and 1 Nov 49 issues of McLean's magazine.

3£* This was a plan drclwn IIp by the Naval Staff in March 1942.
It was a revision of nn oarlier plan (GL 1) made in 1940.
(~Q~~~M~E~_~Q~_IZ),May 1943: St. Lawrence Convo1s and
Their Protectlon.

~~~ In 1940 both the R.C.N. and R.O.A.F. established bases at
Gasp(, the latter a temporary one for flying boats (H.Q~S~
9027: Air Aspect of thG Defence of the Gulf and the River
St. Lawrenco; R.G.N.M.R. No. 16, April 1943: Gaspe - The·
Story of a Base·T~:--------
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A:ffiJ1Y - DEFEN·CE POLICY .tiND GENERt)L DISPOSITIONS 1942

? • The sin.kings b)'ought tho wnr very close to
the inhobit8nts of the Gaspe Peninsula and, as might be expecte'd,
there was an immediate outcry for incre8sed defence measures.
In the HotlSe of Commons on tIle 15th 1\1r. J .3. Roy, the
member for Gasp', stated that he had some information relating
to this matter that he wished to impart in a secret session.
In reply 1Ir. King suggested tht1t Mr. Roy divlllge the information
to the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services so as to
enable the Government to reach 8 decision as to what further
steps were; nece ssary. (I!Q~§'£_Q.!_QQ.Q1l1!Q.ll§,_~~2Ql~'§'.L_194g_§~~lQn....
p. 2470). On the same day Mr. Roy wrote to Mr. Ralston setting
forth a number of criticisms of the lower St. Lawrence Defences
(H.Q.S. 3544-A Vol 2: ~~r. J.S. Roy to Rt. Hon J.L. Ralston, 15
May 42). In a reply dated 2 Jun Mr. Rolston pointed out that
Mr. Roy's remarlcs applied chiefly to the naval and air arms.,
but as regards locol ground defences the army policy was that
VI ••• we c.lre m.aking in tensi ve eff.Jrts to hnve the c i ti zens
recognize that this is their obligotion and n contribution
which can be made by those who ore n0t physically fit or of
an age t.:) enable them to j,:Jin thG Active Army 9t (1:9.19.: Mr.
Ralston to Mr. Roy, 2 Jun 42). The Minister bespoke the aid
of the Gaspt Member in making the j~CtiV6 i~rmy as strong and
representative as possible, and in building up the Reserve
j~rmy into a sound line of defence in Canadian terri tory.,
He pointed out there were alrecdy both Active and Reserve
Army units in the are~ but cautioned, however, thnt

••• it should be fept in mind in considering the
defenoe of Q~spe ~rea, that it is 1Qcluded in
our general plan for the defence of the C:)8St., in
which plan all three armed services, Naval,
Military, and Air, have their part. In this
connection it will be understood by you that it is
not sound, in so far as the Army is concerned, to
scatter our forces in small isolated groups through
different localities to an unreasonable extent.
Especially is this so when much of the work to be
performed can better be accomplished by Naval and
Air oporati8ns. Therefore, the general scheme is
to maintaiIl mobile reserves of the Army in suitable
areas available for despatch to threatened points. ~

On the 18th the Prime Minister advised the House that the
information conveyed by Mr. Roy to the Minister was not
considered by the Cabinet to be of such a nature as to
warrant a secret)Sitting • (g~~~_~!_Q£~~g§_~££~!~~-lgi~
§~~2iQg, p. 2500

8. 1\"1"", the beginning of May, lie ti ve .Army tlni ts
in the Gaspe Peninsula consisted of throe cQast defence
batteries at Gasp~ operating in counter-b~mbardment, exam
ination, and close defence and support rolos rospectively,
and personnel of 55 C.~. (B) T.e. at RimQuski. These latter
troops, however, were still in ths first two months of basic
tr8ining~ and were thus not 8. t the tirl1G SLli to.ble for use in
an operational role. Active Forces on the north shore of the
river consisted of a company of the Vetorans Guard of Canada
----------................-...--....--.......-......~---_ ....... -..., - _....- ....--------........~._,- .....- ........--_....- ........------_.............,-.~ .......-........
~ The mobile reserves Qn the East Coast were at Debert t N.S.

and Sussex, N.B.
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engaged in seCllri ty duties at i~rvid~t on tho Snguenny, and at
Vale-artier three recently m,Jbilized bettnlions of 15 Inf Bde
and personnel of 13 C.I.T.C.; the latter cnpablc of providing
IIp to tvvo compenies for an opera tionnl rolo·. The Reserve i~rmy

comprised 2 (R) Bn ]lUS du St L. (} t RimoLlski, less two companies,
one each at Riviere du Loup and Mont JJli, and 82 Fd Bty
R.G.A. at Gnsp~. Reserve Army on tho n~rth sh~re of the
river was represented by 1 (R) En R. du Sug with its
Headquarters at ChicOll til11i Elnd :Jue c.Jmpany at .rirvida. On
16 May, on orders 1"'rom Hec)dquQrtGrs .L:~tlQntic CJ mr1nnd, one
company of Ir R.C. moved into the d3fended pJrt of Gasp6 as
infantry garris~n. ~ In so for as the islands in the Gulf
were concerned, tIle i 1rmy policy was tho.t thoir protection
was best provided by the Naval and ~ir Forces operating in
the Gulf area. (H.~.S. 3544-A Vol 2: Memorandum by
Mnj-Gen Murchie for the Minister, 18 Jul 42, and unsigned
Memorandllffi for the ~v1inister, 18 Jul 42 ;;X~ f-I.Q.S. 9027 Vol 2:
D.O.C., M.D. No. 5\ to Secretary, Depnrtll1ent of National
Defence, 28 May 43)

9. On 20 May Mnj-Gen W.H.P. Elkins, who as G.O.C.-in~

C. Atlantic Command exercised Qperational control over the
whole of the East Coast DefencGs, paid a personal visit to
the Gasp! area to assess the generGl defence situation (W.D.,
H.Q. Atlantic Co~mand, 20 May 42). On the basis of this visit
and from disctlSsions wi th the .Liir Or;iceI' Commanding, Eastern
i~ir Command, and the Commanding Officer, iitlantic Coast, the
G.O.C.-in-C. informed N.D.H.~. on thG 26th that he considered
the Naval and hir dispositions which had been or were
being made were adequate. As an additiQnal measure he was,
however, making arrangements fQr a small reconnaissance
detachment from 4 Cdn Armd Div to stsnd by to move to Mont
Joli far patrol duty should the situation deteriorate,
(H.~.S. 3544-A Vol 4: Tel G.O.C.-in-C., At Comd, to e.G.s.,
26 May 42)

10. Although the Government and service heads
might feel confident of the soundness nnd correctness Jf the
defence measures, the inhabitants of the threatened area,
thinking in terms of their lives Dnd personal property, were
far from being satisfied. Througtl tn.air press and their
leaders they c~ntinusd t~ agitate for stronger defences.
Public anxiety weB furthGr incroasod in July when a fresh
outbreak of sinkings occurred in th8 St. Lawrence area. On
the night of tho 5th/6th, four ships in n Quebec-Sydney convoy
were sunk abJut eight miles off Cnp Chat (g~Q.!.!i~~!..g~ No.7, ... p.ll)

11. _ On the loth, Brigadier Vanier, D,O.C. M.D. No.5,
wrote N.D.H.Q. that informati~n had reached him to the effect
_~ """ ""_"""' -..r"__"" "" .~'- .-.~ __ , .• .... ~.- .... ....-~..._-..r -... ..............__~_...........-'.-.-.
~ The warning order for this move WQS issued by Atlantic

ComrTl8nd on 12 May 42 ctnd .possi.bly prior t? tIle C JIDrnence
ment Qf the submarino attacks. (W.D., H.~. ~tlontic

Command, May 1942: Appx 5)

3f~ These papers were probQbly prepared for tlSe by the
Minister at a secret session of the House held that ffiJrn
ing dealing with the question of coastal defences of
Cnnada. (See House of CQmmons Debates: 1942 Session~
p.4376) -----------------------------------------
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that the people along tho G8spe coast WGre groatly worriod
about the possibill ty of portio S :)6ing landed froDl Gnemy
submarines to kill or carry off as hostages the inhabitants
of the more isolated communities, The D.O.C. stated:

1~1 th~ugh I U1!l not responsi ble fJr i ts protec tion and
security, I foel bound in conscience to recommend
thnt 8 motorizod column, llJt necessaril¥ large in
numbers, should bo establishGd at 0nCG In some
contralized place of the Gasp{ Peninsuln from which
it could radiate to the long str8tches 0f the coast
vvhich are comple tely open EJnd_ llndefended. ]'or
instance, from Matane to Gasp~ there is n distance
of 210 miles completely open and without railway
communicationo This motorized column could send
out patrols, particularly at night.

I am very concerned about this matter and recommend
that it be given urgGnt attention.

(H.Q.S. 8655-1 Vol 3: Brigadier Vnnier to
SecretDry D.N~D.,? 10 Jll1 42)

12. 0:115 Jul Brigadier V"o.niel"s suggestion was
passed by N.D.H.Q. to G.O.C.-in-C. j~tlQntic Command with a
request for his views~ On the follo~Ning day H.Q. Atl~Antic

Command issued orders to Couba.nder G~18pe7 D8fences to make a
platoon of the infantry garrison available as a motorized
detachment to patrol along the coast between Cap des Rosiers
andlSte.Anne des Monts. Than on the 17th General Elkins'
Headquarters ordered H. Q. 4 CetIl j~rrri ..d Div to desJ?a tch the
pa trol placed on short notice earlie~'" (see para g) to MOl.!t
Joli, from where it was to operate b~.t\V8en Bic- and Cap-'-Chttt;
next day a motor platoon frorn }~8.1: $ i.;~l 11 .. del)arted from
Detert, N.B. for lVlont J.Jli to carr'Y c/u.t this task. (vV.IJ~,
H.Q. i1.tlantic Conlffinnd, 16-17 JU.l 42; Vi.D., 1J0.1::o Sup }i..,
17-18 Jul 42). In n letter tQ the Secretary D.N.D. on the
18th, General Elkins wrote:

I feel it desirable to indjcnte at this time that my
policy of ffieintsining s.pecial uni.ts such as the one
presently on route to Mont Jaii and the reserve
platoon at GaSl)8' (10::38 not f~nvisage (lefence at all
paints where 8 small enemy landing may toke place,
nor does it visualize any different treatment to
that available for tho muny miles of coastline
common to .L~),tlantic CO!llin~1rld 1JVllich has i'or some tin18
been subject to such Q threat. Under the present
scale of attac~ I must ~e17 on watching ag~ncies and
activities in the other se~vices for information,
and have troops 8vnilabla for uS rapid movement as
possible to any area whnre Qefonce measures do not
exist, and I consider it dEsirable to occupy tempor
arily or to ffiElke recce +~he~.~8fr0m.

(H.Q.S. 8655-1 Vol 3: G.O.C.-in-C. Atlantic
ComrnaIlc.l to Socret8'-1 D.rJ.D., 18 Jul 42)

~3. Vfr.e:tt the Gusposi.ans V\73n'~(3d, clnd what the .i\ctive
.8rmy was ne ither Willing nor able to S UI>ply, WEtS imnlediQ te
protection against hit and run raids: As Mr. Rtilston had
pointe d Jl.l t in t1i s let ter to lVlr. Ito:l i, the answer to this
problem lay in the recogni tion by' the ci tizens of their
obligation for self-protection throubh the medium of the
Reserve Army. Towards this end.M~D. No.5 commenced an
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inte~sive reCrlli ting progrnrnme for the Reserve l~rmy in the
Gaspe PeninStllcl. The programme got under way in September 1942
after visits to the south shore communities by Reserve and
Active Commanders. The result W8S gratifying and, with the
co-operation of the clergy and other lending elements in the
community, n number of det8chments were rapidly recrQited~

By 18 Nov Brigadier Vanier was able to report to N.D.H.Q.
that some 1500 recruits had been enrolled in four ~uper
numerary corapanies of 2 (R) Bn FilS du St L. .l·~t that time,.
however, these troops were without arms and had had no .
tra.ining, and suffered from a sh~rtQge of boots, trousers,
oversIloes, and gloves. FLlrtherm:)ro, the problem of trs'ining
and administering these supernwnerary units promised to be
a heavy one for whereas the normal recruiting territory of the
2 (R) Bn wns broad enough, including 88 it did the Matapedia
Vnlley, Mont Joli, Matune, Rimouskl, RivierA-du-Loup, and
Cabane, the supernumerary detachments were scattered over a
great distance~Dlong the Gasp~ coast from Ste. ~nne des Monts
to St. Jean Lt~vnng81iste, west of the port of Gasp~.
On top of this communications were very poor. For these
reasons it would be necesssry to recruit 0fficers and N.C.Os.
locally and to provide additional ~. & T. Staffs from the
Active Army. (H.~.S. 9027: D.O.C. M.D. No.5 to the
Secretary D.N.D. 26 Nov 42; Report on Defences in the Gulf and
River St. Lawrence Areas by Meeting held at Quebec City on
26-27 Mar 43)

14. These matters were studied at Ottawa, and on 14
Dec N.D.H.Q. informed H.Q. M.D. No.5 th8t Quthority
had been granted for the organizotion of an additional reserve
battalion of Les Fusiliers du St~ Laurent to be known as 3
(R) Bn. The new unit would be form€1 from the four supernum~

erary corr:pani es reo ently roe cru i ted, and ifJ o\11d hElve i ts he ad
quarters at Gaspe. Its recruiting are8 would extend nlong
the coast from Stet Anne des Monts to Matapedia., At the same
time instructions were isstled for tb.e irnmedia te despatch
to 1\11. D. No. 5 of 1000 .30/06 Enfield. rifle sand 200 Sten guns
with thoe necessary troi"ning anuYluni tion. Special teams of
instructors from the Active ~rmy were to be organized to
curry out the training of the new units during the winter
months, (I~i~: G.G.S. to D.O.C. M,D. No.5, 14 Dec 42)

INTERSERIVCE PLAN1~rrl~G FOR THE 1943 SIIIPPING SE.·~SON

15. On 16 Dec the last ship departed for sen from
Montreal, Dnd the 1942 shipping season came to Q close (Cnnada
Year Book 1948-49, p.?l?). Since tho submarine attacks first
began in May, 21 ships hGd been sunk in the StrDit of Belle
Isle, the GUlf, 8.nd in tIle ri VGr 28 f nr U.p as ~Jle ti s.
Shipping in the Glllf Qrld river a1'88.8 held beGll on a greatly
reduced 80(116 since October 8S Q rsstllt of the provision by
the R.e.N. of 17 corvettes from thG coastal convoy forces for
use in the North l\fricnn j_nvclsion. ((RCi~F) I-l.~.S. 22-1-17:
General Review and Report upon Der~~ '08 in the Gulf and River
St. Lawrence l~reas by a Committee fO'r'~ned under the Direction
of the Chiefs of Stoff Committee, 30 JQn 43)

16. Planning for the 1943 shipping season was already
under way. On 9 Dec on Inter-ServicG Committee, set up
under the Direc tion of the Chi ef S 0 f Staff Cornrui t tee "to pre
pare a general review of the defence of the GUlf.of St.
Lawrence against submarine attack and the detec~lon and ~eal
ing with people attempting to land??, held its flrst meetl.ng.
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(H.Q.S. 9027: Minutes of 8 Meeting hold nt R.C.i~.F. Hend
quarters t Lisgar Bldg., on Defence Jf Gulf of St,- Lnwrence
at 1100 hOllrs, 9 Dec 42) By the end of Janllnry this Committee
had reviewed the situation and prepared a general report for the
Ohiefs of Staff Committee. (Generel Review and Report Q£ £ll)

17. The Committee anticipated that in view of the
present world situation there would be no chango in the
approved forms and scales of Lltt,-~eks agairlst the oast coast,
and thnt ample warning might be Gxpected of any considerable
change. ~ This condition, hQwever, did not apply to U-boat
warfare in tIle North htlantlc; in fact, thero was eV-,Jry
reason to believe that Germany would incrense its eff8rts
to cut the Jitlantic supply rOlltes. In 1942 as rrl?ny as 115
enemy submarines were opere]. tine; ill tho Nortb...r;~tlantic at one
stagG. The GermDn U-b03t construction progrnwJ8,which
currently was produc ing 20 sllbrnarine S Ct rn.onth ,was being
stepped up and it was plain that the enemy intended making
his undersea campaign a major effort in 1943. It followed,
there1"'ore, tha t incrensed ac tl vi ty alDng the ~'l tlan tic coas t
and in the Gulf and TIivor St. Lawrence Gress might be
expected. Furthermore it was possible that the enemy might
vary his tactics and include mirlillg operations Olld the shelling
of shore establishments. (l~i~)

18. During the 1943 BeRson the R.C.N. planned to
dispose 71 craft, chiefly corvettes, Bangor Class Minesweepers,
and motor launches, in the Gulf orea> as agninst the 41 it had
in opera tion there as of Septembur~ 1942. In o.ddi tion the ill val
plan called for the banning of all E.hipping fr,,)ffi the Glllf
except for essentinl coastwise traffic, and tInt required for
the movement of vital ore sIlpplies from Greenlnnd and Newfotlnd
land. Organized convoys were to be operated between Quebec and
Sydney, Quebec and Labrador, and Sydney and Newfoundland, and
escorted by Corvettes and Bnngors. 11. nllfaber of FClirmile motor
launches WQllld nlso be available for escort duties. Apart
from the escort forces Q striking force-of Fnirmiles would be
based at Gasp~ from where they wotlld opere te in co-·(\peration
with the R.C.~.F. anti-submarine aircraft. (l~i1; General
Review and Report upon Defences QQ £~1; Naval Aspect of
Defence of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, 11 Dec 42)

19~ The R.G.A.F. nlso proposed to strengthen its
forces oper::1ting over the G\11f aren (lilring 1943. The intention
was to increase the number of aircrsft QvnilablG from the 1942
figure of 30?, which inclucled 259 frorn. the trnini.ng Gs~a?lish
ment, to 481, including 386 training aircraft. In addltlon,.a
new base was to be organized at Seven Islands. (General ReV18w
and Report upon Defences)

20. For its part, the Rrmy intended by spring ~o have
completed the organization and equip:nent of the Reserve i~rmy

______ ... .... ...__.... ... --- ..........-~ ........--~---...J" ._.•"!' ... ~ --'.-.................. ~ ..~. --......~...,,----...-.-_-.-------'--....~--.....~

The scale of attack at this ti~G COllldbe SUfl1fllnrized as
bomb,Qrdment by a capi tal ship; one or two 8" cruisers;
or by a merchElnt ro.ider mountin.g 6" guns; attack b~ ~ub
marine and small surface crnft; nttack by small raldlng
parties; torpedo, bomb or gas attack by shipborne or
long-range shore based aircraft an soob?rne, ?oastal, and
inland objectives ((H.S.) 321.016(D1) : Bt1antlc Command
Operation Instruction No. 7B, 13 FGb 43).
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units in the Lower St. Lawrence aro3, and to have brought their
tra.ining to the point w.t1sre they C.')llld be entrusted with their
operational roles of local defence, cDast vvatching, and
detec ti on ,:)f suspic iou.s persons. j~s orgc niz8 tion and training
progressed, increcsing emphasis wOllld be placed on the secondary
role of coast watching arid detection .Jf SllSpiciotlS persons. It
was recoinized that ,prompt inforl~1ati,Jn ,In sllbmarine sightings,
unusual h.appenings, and the fllovenl0n ts of s uspiciotlS p erS0ns was
of vital importance to the Qther sorvices and the R.C.M.P., and
it was considered, therefore, that the secondary role might be
of o.ore imrnedin te prac ticsl i.mportanc 8 for generol defence pur
poses than the first. Active brmy dispositions would be the
S8me as in 1942 with tho exception that an iWuediate operational
reserve of the strength of an infantry cor~nny would be available
at 55 C.A. (B) T.C. 3t Rimouski. ~ (H.Q.S. 9027: Army Aspects
of the Defence of the Gulf and St. Lawrence River, 22 Jan 43;
Generol Review and Report upon Defences)

21. On 2 Feb 43 the Chiefs of Staff COITlcli ttee apprcv'ed
the report of the specicll Intor-Ser-vice Comcnittee for submission
to Defence Council, but reco~nend8d that on approvnl of the plan
a meeting be held of representctiv6S of th8 three Services,
R.C.M.P., Provincial Police, nn.d civilian Dl~thorities to ensure
the co-ordinntion of all defence nctivities. The report and
the recommendation of the Cb.iefs of Staff Committee VIas apprcved
by Defence Council on 5 Feb, and by the Cabinet War Coramittee
on thG 18th. (H.~.S. 22-1-17: Extracts of Minutes of Meeting
of Chiefs of Staff Co®~ittee held on Tuesday 2 Feb 43; Extract
of Minutes of Defence Council Meeting held on Friday 5 Feb 43;
Memorandum for Chief of Air Staff from P.S. to the Minister at
l\fcttional Defence (i~ir), 23 Feb 43)

22. During 26-27 Mar representotiv8S of the three
Services, Police and Civil Defence Organization met at ~uebec
City. As explained by the C11airman, Air Comrnodore K.M. Gut.hi~iA~
D/A.11 •.A.S., ~3{ A.F .H.C-.i., the purpose of the meeting "was tG .
arrange the detDils of the best anel quickest methods of orgar1l
zing civil defence measures ••• in the lower St. Lawrence
districts and to effec t close co-ordina tion between the eo ~·-;_\li-

, th f· I fti es of the oi vilian orgQni Z8. tiorlS .'J.lld. those of t.he ree l~~.. ~ --

ing services and the Police Forces in these districts (H.Q~S$
9027: Report upon Defences in the Glllf and River St. La~r"cn.ee
areas by Meeting held at Quebec City on 26-27th March, 1913)0
Among those attending were Commissioner Marcel Gaboury, of the,
Quebec Provincial Police, Captain M. Gnurvreau, R.C.N., N.O~IoC.
Quebec Brigadier E.A. Blais, D.O.C.~ M.D. No.5, and Col GaE)
A. Dup~iS, Commander Reserve Army M.u. No.5 (121.9.)

----...,_....._--_ ....-_.......... ....,-- ....._...._...._..... ..-.....---"-~ ....- ...._-_...----- ...-----_ ....---.....,.....--_ ......," ......,.

In addition 21 Cdn Inf Bde at Vnlcartier was available
during the greater part of the 1943 nnvigntion ~easo~ f~r
operational llse withi11 M.D. I~o. 5. Orl 1 Jul tillS brlg"'\e
became part of 7 Cdn Div but rGm~in8d under tactical
command of t.he D.O,C. M.D. No.5. Early in August one
of its battalions, 3 Fus M.R. was m:wed to l?ebert, .N.S.,.
leaviIlg the brig:lde disposecl vvith R. (Ie LGVl~ at Rlmo1l8k~1,
and 3 R. de Mais and the rem8indsr of the brlgrde at
Valcartier. On 15 Oct the brigade and its units were
disbanded, (W.Ds., H.Q. 21 Cdn lnf Bde, July 1943;
Appx 5, 21 Cdn lnf Bde Adm lnstr No.1, 31 Jul 43; and 5
Aug and 15 Oct 43)

Deputy Air Member for Air Staff
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23. As a r~sult of its delibGrati~ns, which covered
o wide range of topics relsting to service Gnd civil defence
rJatters, the (~u.ebec 11seting fJlade a nl.1rnbor of reCOLLCJSndntions f'or
stlbmission by tIle Ct..c·,irlnan to tt18 IntersGrvicG C:J;iL~.I.i ttOG at
Ott(i\'I1~-':" One of the c11ief EltJ.tters considered WQS tIle work of the
il-ir Detection CDrps ~ nrld the Oivili[lrl Protection COJaittee
(.,:~.R.P\ ). Both organizctions proposed to expand considGro.bly
~hcir nctivitios d'~rin,g tI1G SlJ..L:1[1Cr Ll')n.t.bs, 8l1d to tl1is end the
moetin.g rec,,)f1r1811Clscl that R.C.~·j.JT. t]11d. C.P.C. coclbine their
Gfforts and sond out joint .n.R.P.-.r:>.D.C. field parties. }l'urther,
since the R:s8rVG ArQY in the Gasp{ already contained, and was
su.pportecl by, thf~ best ,:=l.t1ci wost r(31i8ble--eleLlullts ill that nrea,
t_he Else t ing re c ,)[1:·i.e11ded~ tha t (;ve:ry~ ::) J?L) \Jr'L.u.Lli ty sh0uld betaken
to utili.ze tn.is exi~jt~L.n{~ ~)rf~Elr11.zQtioll i11 tr.LG cont6L1Dlc~ted
eXIJDnsiorl \)f t118 .d.I~.P. ~- .h~D.C. C08St vvo.tchi..ng ser'vic8s. The
neeting noted the intention ~f the R.C.~.F. to establish ~.D.C.
reporting stctiQn.s at Scvv~-... Islecncls, l'i1ont Jijli, ODd Ch8.tllam, in
addition t.:) trIG ~ne c111~Gi~(ly i.n C3xist03Jlce nt C~8SpGI! In this
c~nnection both the Lroy Slid R.C.~~F. reproscntstivGs dwelt
briefly on the problen of 12nd line c~rulunicGtions in the area,
and IJGntit)nGd that ir1prov8cl fD.8ilitj.GS W~3r(; bGiflg .plarih8d~-Qnd

tl18 t work would s tor t 88 sO.Jn Cl S "\von'~' ':.. 0r co:w.dit iC)11D per111j.tted.
Tho reserve nrmy reported that in those places where its
detncrunents were locc~tod, 2nd vVIlere t1101~G V'JrJ.S no Gxisting tele
phone sys tern, pre p8y·a t iOI1S \A/Sl-ae bo in. G i:1cde to 0IJero. te and [nan
telephone s 24 hotlrs n (lEty. Fifteen telophonis ts vverc. on full
time strength of each bsttnlion of Fus du St L. for this
purpose. .i~dditionally, 3. cert2in nUEibGI' O!~ part tin18 Illen would
De trained 88 Q reservo or t~J hsndle t118 telephone in snall
hamle ts where tIIG line 00 tlld_ b b r tIn t.J (} S tore or 8. po s t- offi ce
in which the reserve army man night reside. Sites had been
selected ill tIle GC1S1)C PeniIlsu13 for nine N·o. 9 vvireless sets.
These sites had beeh selected so as t~ perform the dual
~llrpose. of perr:lcJr18.nt observ·~:tion .P8St GIld cOEllnllnice~tion point.
(l~i~; ~H.~.S. 9027: Report Qf Officor attending Moeting at
() b °6 2- 7 '!\fr f, r:c )~UG ec,~ - Mar ~0

24. irhe l1eed of~ genorfllly ecl1~c8ting tho public in
the brooder Qspec ts ,')f tho variotlS dGfonC6 i1160sur(JS either
taksn or contemplQted was strossed by practic211y every speaker.
It was felt that many of the difficulties encountered in ob
taini ng c.:) -ops r"' cttion., f· or e x3m~)1 e irl Gnf orc illg the n dinl Oll tit ,
vvere dt18 to the fact thnt tll.e public \fIIDS gGllcrally llni.nformed
as tD tI1G ross:Jns 1"'or the defc;rlCG L1GC1SUres arld 88 to tIlG way in
Vv11icil i.t Illi~ght best Dssi.st irl .=Lssurin.g thclt t.b.cse IT1GOSllres
fulflllGd tlloir pl.lr.p,JSEJ. It 'vV2S t11c opin.i,)il :)1"\ Corn.r:.lissioner
Ga.boUrjT th:}t the civiliCln pop~ll(.~tit)n of G<.,ucbec cOllld not be
bulldozed tn.to dofGilCe C8flsciJusness but COlllc1 be led by tactful

~ The i~ircraft D6tGcti~n Corps WQS org2nizod 8nd administered
by tho R0yetl CDnodion .t~ir :Florce for t.rJf~ .purpose ,Jf reporting
the presonce aild/or QJVG88nts ~f h')stile or unidontified air
craft, suspiciotlS vessols :Jr t.r80I-Js :JtlJ.er than tl1.Jsu of the
'Uni te(l NCltions. SL1CIl ropJrts wer~c~ tranSLli tted by established
CQ.tnrllUIlicQtio11 systern.s t:J t.t1e v.,ri,=JllS dofe11cb forces so tIlct
appr0l=Jria·te action Elight bo tukt3n iLll11ediately. (R.C •.t~.F.
Official Handbook f8r the Aircraft Detection C8rps
Septernber 1942)
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and sensible publicity, tho essence of which should bG a logical
Gxplanation of what tho services end civil defence agoncies
were doing to provide prDtection for the civilian ond how the
latter could assist in furthering these plans. In his capacity
as Chairman ,Jf tIle Q)leboc Civilic1rl Protection Corarui ttee,
Comrnissioner Gabollrjr offered to SpollsJr end supervise generally
an educational publicity campaign in the province. Such a
ptlblicity CclD1IJaig11, 118 felt, ffillSt originElte clncl flow frora liue""',ec
City, for unless it had Q strong colloqtlinl flavoLlr, and was
directed from inside ths province it might do mors harm than
good. This offer was 2ccepted by the ~eeting, which recowaended
that the campaign bGgin as soon as the A.D.C. - h.R.F. field
pur·ties COr1flGnced. oper8tirlg. It \J'iC~S further rocorunerlded thElt
11.. Jj' .H. Q. take lrrunedia te s te ps to se t up [t li ai son office in
Qu~bec City to provide a more direct link between ~.O.C. Eastern
.L~~ir CO.Gilllarld and the cLuthJr~ities in Quebec City, as \vell as the
French language press Qnd broadcasting stations. (Rsport by
Mee ting lleld 8 t QU6be c C1 ty 2J2.. 9..1..t)

25. The reCOHJ.Llerlda ti'Jns :Jf~ the Qu.e bee {J.G8 ting were
embodied in n further report of the special inter-service
comrni ttse, and on 21 .t·l.pr sLlbrni ttect to the 'v'Var CODlrni ttes of
the Cnbinet. The War COilliQittee approved the report but
suggested that pr0vision be made, preferebly by the appointment
of an appropriate senior service :Jfficer on 8 full tiDe basis,
for su)ervision and co-ordination of the various nctivities
involved i.n tile inlplernentQti.:)n of the Qlleboc proposals. On 5
May the vV;;.~r Commi ttSG o.pprovcd a f'ul't.tlsr SUbl11ission proposirlg
the ap.po intlnen t 0 f a it defence c 0- ordination .J ffio or", who was
tQ be responsible for investigating and reporting on the progress
of defence measures which were tho concern of the three services.
He WQS to have access to senior and subordinate service
C01Jrna!l<}e!~S concerlled. wi th the defenc~ of the arQQ and VD uld
eSGabllsh and malntoln contaot wlth ~he appr0prlnte ~uebeo
provincial autllorities. He vVOllld_ IJrOElptly drCt\f\l to the attention
of the local 8uthorities concerned Elny defenco matters which
required remedial ection and, where necessary, make recom
illendatiQns. (H.Q.S. 9027: P.S. to Ministor of Notional Defence
to e.G.s. 23 ~pr and 17 Mny 43; 3rd Report on the Defences of
the Gulf and River St. Lswrenc6 ~reQs)

26. On 8 Jun the Prime IVIirLister 8.nnounced in tIle
H,Juse of COClr1l0nS that t.he Governr1sIlt llad, \In the ad.vice of the
Chiefs of Stuff, ~pointed Squadron Lender J.P.J. Deslogos,
R.C.L.F., 8S Defence Co-ordination OfficGr for the Gasp~ and
lower St. Lawrence. S/L Deslog8s, prior to his eppointment to
a cowuission in the R.C.A.F. in October 1937, had been Q member
of the Royal Canadian M~unted FoliaGe He was ~ne of the early
Conad.inn l!ilots to parti cilJ:l te in tl1C Battl G o~ Bri tn~n, w11ere
he iJIaS wounded, 10 sing thf3 si gh t :)f an Gys in 1-iUgUS t 1940.
After returning to Conads he gave Q series ~f lectures throughout
~uebec Dnd ElS [1 rest.ll t VJas \JvidGly krl,Jvvn in t11Q t J)rQvince.
(H.Q.S. 9027 Vol 2: Draft announcement of S/L Desloges'
appointment)

CI1ANGES 1:0T OPER.i~ TI Ol\fJ~L CO~TTlr~OL I N .A TLAI'JTI C COrVITvfi:J'JD', \'JDTTER
1 942 -L~3

27. During the winter 1942-43 stops were taken at
N.D.H.Q. t~ decentralize the system of operational c~ntr~l in
.ii tlantic Com:lland. Since l~llguSt 19<10 when ..Atlsn ti c COITHfiQnd VJ8S

first set IIp, the G.O.C.-in-C. 11ud exerciseo- thr8u_gh tlJC .
fortress co~~andGrs, etc. direct operational control of all unlts
vvhich C ornprised t116 garr ~s ons ;) f tile :fortresses, dct"? 11cled p~rts,
and defended areas in M.Ds. 6 and 7, Newfoundlnnd and Labraaor,
811d. irl that :J8rt of M.D. No.5 lyillg Gast of n lir18 drawn throug.t1
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Cape Chidley (Hudson Strait), the rU()utll of the Saguenay River,
Rivi~re du Lou~, and Ed~lndston, N.b~ Within this area the
D.O.C. M.D. No.5 had responsibility only for the training,
administration, and maintenance of R.ll units, establishments,
and installations not under the direct operational control of
Atlal1tic Command, and for the mairltel1ance of all units under
direct operational control of Atlantic Command. (Preliminary
(Canadian) Narrative, Chap 7, paras 90 - 92)

28. The position of the D.O~C. MaD. No o 5 was an un~

enviable one. Although h~ had no say in the defence dispositions
in the lower st. Lawrence, he was, as the senior army officer at
Q,uebec City, the one to whom tb.8 ci\Til population naturally
turned for help arld against wJ:1onl th6~\T directed their criticisms.
By October 1942 the situation had become so ir}csome tllat the
then D.O.C., Brigadier G.P. Vanier, wrote to N.D.H.Q. requesting
tllat a public annOUnC8111ent be made .leo the e1'fect that tIle
G.O.C.-in-C. Atlantic Command and not the D.O.C. M$D. No.5 was
the officer responsible for the protoction of the Gaspe Peninsula.
(H.Q,.S'. 8655-1 Vol 3: D.O.C. '~.1!tD, No; 5 to Secretary D.N.D.,
16 Oct 42). N.D.H.Q. referred the.mattor to Genoral Elkins
for a decision, and on 5 Nov the latter wrote to Brigadier
Vanier turning down the roq ues-t on tI10 grounds that operational
division of territory vvas a sorvice rnattor and "ona w11ich as far
as the public and pross arc concornod, n.as riO bOQri11g on the
particular subject of their dosiro f\or additional defonco
measures". (Ibid: G.O.C.-in-C., 1~tJ.Qntic Comrnand to D.O.C.
M.~. No.5, 5 Nov 42)

29. Early in December howevor, tho quostion of
operational division of territory again arose at N.D~H.~. On
the morning of tho 13th tho C.G.S. ~dvisod n meeting, held to
discuss the defonco situ~[ttion in the Gaspe Poninsula, that he
had recontly spokon to General Ell(iD.s CLbout the goneral organiz
ation of Atlantic Command, nnd had J~oQ.chod ngreoillont with him to
decentralize operational control to 'tho Hoo.dquartors of military
districts vvithin Atlantic Comrnnndc On tho SOIIle day 1~ <tD~H.Q.

informod the G.O.C.-in-C. Atlantic CormnDnd nrld'tllo D.O.C. M.D.
No. 5 that as of 0800 b.rs 16 Doc oporntional comEland of the
Lower st. La.wrence area VI/QuId. pass ~co tho D~O.C. ~J.D. 1~oo5. The
defended port of GQSP~, howevor, beoQuso of the existing layout
of communications, \/18.8 to rOIr.ELin Ulld81" direct control of the
G.O.C ..... ln-C. until su~ch tlm'e as adocluQto intercolllillunications were
established.* (I-I.Q,.S. 3544-J.i., Vol 3, Tol C.C}.S. "to- G~O.C."'in-C.,
Atlat1tic COIIDnnnd, 15 Dec 42; MemoJ~QJ1,lum by C~G.S6 for the Minister
13 Dec 42 ).. This moc-nt thnt 118ncofor~t11 tho D.O.C. ~.1.D. No.5 would
deal directly with N.D.H.Q. in nIl operational (IDd administrative
matters other tbnn those concCjrnecl vIitri tI1G defended port of
Gaspe. This decision did not meo-'c YIlth the approval all the G.O.C.
in-C. Atlantic Comrnond, and on J-9 JQIl L}) ho wrote to IT1'D.N.Q,.
strongly recommond ing t hat tIle Uport ion 011 M_ D. 5 previously
placed under my command should immGGlatoly b8~agQin placed under
my operational control through D~O.C~ M.D. No& 5 with the
exception of Arvida and Gaspowhich~ under the provisions of the
telogl-aanlS quotod abovo are nOVl UIldor my tactical con·trol"
(ibid, G.O.C.-in-C. Atlantic Command to Secretary D~NQD., 19
JEiii43) •

30. Gonoral Elkins t position was that, although he
had now no direct control of tho d eJ~onces along tho eastern coast of

----~----------------~,---,----------------
~* Tactical Cormhsnd of the defendod port of Gaspe passed to

fI.Q. ~,.,D,. No.5-on 1 Jul 1.y3 (.t~t Comd Filo S~ 11-5 Vol 2:
fi..Q,.M,.G,. 'Memorondum, 5 Jul 43)
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OG~tc.ld:'" 1"lrOill t116 head of tllG Be..;: ~f C_:·l~-lr;ill· t,o t,i.i.C SOlA.t;.lcr~1 erJ.d.
-Jf Lr~l):r~c·.(J~)J~, i:.C c ..J.;.~tirlu.2ci t.'] bc: I~cSl)J·r~siblc f"Jl" co--ordi110ting
the prelJQratiorl and 8J{.3CU tion of thE defenco plens of the three
services for the whQl= of the c~stern c~ast of Cnnada and
N;J~\t·.:f:)tlllCl1c':lCL. ShlJl~ld encrllY I~;.cti vi ty dovelop along the CCttstline,
he would have no inf8rm2ti~n to pass to oither of tho other two
sorvice s, 01 th'Jugh in1fJ1Gdi u tC:J acti:Jn on bo th tI1Gir ~ arts \/\1ould be
nocessary. In consequence the situation ~ight arise of enemy
activity developing which might C8ffie under Army surveil18nce but
of which no report w~uld rsoch either of the other two sorvices,
at Gny rate only after 'c considerable tine lag and then
presumably through N.D.H.~. General Elkins felt, therefore, that
to obtain llni1"lorLli ty of control GIld SI)G()d ill t118 co-ordiIlstion
of the cctions Df tll(j tl1rce SGl"vicGS it W8S essential that one
operati,Jnol COrrLJaild S110l11d exj.st ~~L 1,J.D.~ the wl101e of the east
coast. (Ibid). The pofnts rnised

M

by ~Gn8rQl Elkins were con
sidered at-N7D.II.Q. and, 011 23 JaIl, Q fI'8sh illstrllction VJ~J.S

issued. This placGd the genorol strateeic direction of
operationsl policy in the hands ~f the G.O.C.-in-C. but left
tho D.G.C. M.D. No.5 rt;SpoIls:ib1e,throllgh II.Ci. ~~tlarltic Comrnnnd,
for tactical COD1D1Grld ond odIilinistrEltion wit11in that district.
(IbiS!: Tel C.G.B. to G.O.C.-in.-C$' 23 Jon 43)

RESERVE i~RIv1Y IN THE LOVvER ST Co L.[~VJRENCE - TR:1INING i\ND
OPERj.~TIONS 19s~3

31. During tho wintGr ITonths thG ~rDY concontrated
on the training and organization of the new reserve units. As
2 (R) Bn Fus du St L. W8S already partially trained and
furthermore wes f~rthcr inland thsn 3 (R) Bn, greater attention
was paid during this p6ri~d to the training nnd developoent
of the lutter than ~f the former unit. Six instructional teams,
each consisting Qf ~n8 officer and five other ranks, wore detail
ed t.J Qssis t tI1G P erra.8ilon t J.\j.. & T. Staff of 3 Ell in brirlging
up that unit to the required stondsrd in the sh~rtest possible
time. The chief difficulty encounterod by thCS8 tcsos was that
cOffiLllunicntion.s, dllG to clir1ntic corlditions, wero bod, and
travel betweGn detachments had to be cnrried out by sleigh,
Srl~VJlnobilG or d:Jg toe,Ins, ljl/llic11GVer co Llld bo fOUll.cl in 8[lCr1

locality. The koen interest of the Den, h~wever, and the
prnctical I1Qturl3 ofl the tr;.~irl.ij1g cl.Qd() g,J~cl lJr:)gresspossible.
Although training Gxercis6s c~uld n:)t be c8r~icd Jut during
t11G closed s8clson, in so ]?z·~r DS it vvns ::.iossiblo, the Glen vvsre
faniliarized with the duties they wore t~ c0rry out during the
S llffiCler i11Jnths. lVIo8.nvJhil(j rocrui t~Ll1g C~)ll.tirlucd, Dnd by Feb111~3.ry,

t,he stren.gth of 2 Brl was 21 Officors ClJld 1001 Other Ran~:s, and
of 3 Bn 18 Officers and 1604 Other Ronks (included in these
figures, howevGr, were six :)fficors end 11 Other Ranks of the
pern13nsJ.lt J'i. &, rr. Stnff). Both llIJ.i ts b_c\d nov\! been clothed arid
equi.pped, but the orriS situQtion [11trl:Juc.~.t1 (~ood, ~NCl.S n-Jt yet
complc te, dtle c.rli ofly to tIle ever i.tlcreDsin~; nULlbGr of
personnel. By the boginning of Morch, 2 En hod received
423 rifles, 24 Reising ond 46 Steil guns, Gnd 3 En 1000 rifles
Clnd 155 Stons. (II.Q.S. 354/~":'1~1 Vol. 3: 2 and 3 (R) EllS )~os

Fus du St L. Pr~gr3ss Report,~ Mar ~3)

32. UI)On the opening of n~\.\TigAtion 8t the end of
April, both units were allotted C08St w2tching Qnd locnl
defenco roles. Tr~~=l:L.ni.ng c:)ntirlued, Gnd DpDrt frotl bosic
weapon training and drill, the units carr~d out in dstachm8nt
creels local de:L·3nCG clnd vvood c13Qrin[?; SCher.18S. In addition
scher.1GS d.Gsign~~d to J)rnctisG detGCfH;lcflts in taking Qcti~rl Oft

receipt of Q rligllt rllert WGre cQrriecl out. BetvVfJen 26 Jlln and
10 JU1,500 officGl~S 2dld other ronks ~)f 2 Bn .'J.tte.rld.ed surnraer
Cc1Llp Llt Rinlouski.. DetechL1Gnts of this Llflit loclJ.lized nlong the
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coast and 3 Bn did not, however, attend su~~er COOlp. Recruit
ing was ce~rried on all thr8l1€jll tIle SllInCler c1nd [l1.ltl.1Hln months,
and by the end of October, the strength of 2 Bn had risen to
38 officers and 1213 other ranks, and 3 Bn to 49 officers and
1877 other ranks.* (H.Q.S. 9027-2: Progress Report Defences
Gasp~ Peninsula 3 May and 19 Oct 43)

33. Dtl.ring tIJ.8 1943 srlip.pi.n~?; S8QSDrl pel"asonnel
from the Reserve Army took part in the enf~rcement of the
if diro. 0 1.1 t" re gl11a tions • III july, troops from 2 and 3 Bns
Fus du St. L. erected and manned road blocks at Isle Verte,
St. Josoph de Lepage, and Douglastown, wher0 they checked the
lirpting of [111 cars trovelliIlg clt nie;ht. In addi tion ifdim
Ollt

U -patrols W61.1t out fliglltly froIn a nUDlber of tIle shoreline
detachment. At the road blocks the Reserve Army troops
kept a Sllpply of pclint 311d br1.1sh.es v\Ti th vvhich, if the motor
ist wished, they Etppli.ed standard "dim 'Ollt?! - at Douglastown,
according to a report by the O.C. 3 Bn,of a daily average of
260 cars passing through the barrier some 90% took advantage
of these facilities. (H .• Q.S. 22-1-17 Vol 4: Second Report
of the Defence Co-ordinntion Officer, 29 Jul 43; H.Q.S. 9027-2:
Progress Report, 19 Oct 43)

THE 1944 AND 1945 SHIPPING SEASONS - PLANS AND DISPOSITIONS

34. There were no enemy attacks against shipping in
the Gulf and lower River St. Lawrence areas in 1943. Never
theless, the possibility remained that the enemy might resume
his Sllbm[lI~ine acti vity in tho Gulf area in 1944. Accordingly
defence plans were again prepared by the three services.
The basic R.C.N. plan remained the same as for previous years,
but the number of ships allocated to the GQlf bases, and to
bases associ~ted with the protection of Gulf shipping, would
vary from ~2,planned to be in operation at the opening of
navigatiD~ to 62 by July. Air protection for the area would
be provided by one .3.nti-submQriD_G a.t1d generQl reconnaissance
squadron (15 Conso aircraft), with Hocdquarters and one
fligl1t baserl at GD.S.PE{, c-lIld lJn.e flig)'lt each at Seven Islands
and Surnrnersido. SUpplClllGntDr:,r air· C,JV0rc.t,ge if/ould be provided
by-- Etircraft bas Gd Dt Syclr18}T arid G·(~.n.(IGr/G.) os 0 Bay VJlli ch would
pa"rol the two en t.rCj_QC0;~3 to trio C~1.11J·. Sh:) Lllcl thars be a re
CUrX'u!lCC of e_nenl~T c~ctivi.ty :ir1 tIle Gulf, sd.c.liti')ll8.1 Qflti
8ubrnnrine sqllEtdrorl.s \ivouJ.d bC-3 DV[111eJblc ill Eastern Air COfi1Ia.und
for iwaediate diversion to air bases bordering on tho Gulf
are Q. An ti- subinDyiine 1~8.d.ar sets VIO uld bo op er[.l to d on ei ther
side of the Strait of Belle Isle and Cabot Strsit, and at
the entrance to the St. Lavvrence Riv'er :Jll t.t18 Gaspe coast,
and on Anticosti Island. R.O.A.F. r3dor on ths shore

;{ During the summer of 1943 [1 S lJ..pcrnuille rary company of
3 (R) Brl IPllS du St L. VVc1S ()l~fSQnizE3d in the 1/Iagdalen
Islands. By October 1943 it had a strength of 1 officer
and 131 other ranks. 1'.t1is cornpany was organized more for
its effect on the morale of the people than for its
mili tary vGlue, which '/lIDS corlsidered to be small, due to
geographical ressons and t8 the scattered nature of the
population. (At Comd 8.11-18: D.O.C. M.D. No.5 to
Secty D.N.D., 26 Jun and 28 Oct 43)
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of the St. Lawrence woulcl roplaoo th8.t opeI~atod by tho .L'\.rmy
in 1943 betweon Gasp! and Matano. For tho 1944 senson a
Dofence Co-ordination Officer would not bo a2pointod sinco
it \vas folt that ·;tho goneY'al public in tJlc lo\;vOJ~ St . LaVlrOnCG
RivOT~ aroa is nO"\fIl conscious e 01"} C111(J.. s·~ltis1~icd with tllO dof\Cl1CO

TII0aSUros inst itllted ill 194·3, 'lilliel1 vvill be kopt in fOTCO in
19 L1j L1j , and tIl.at 3. satisfactol'y dogIloo of co-ordination botv18on
tll~ _~orv~c os l)!~l~cG Qn~ civi~. d;/cnc~C'O~~~Q~j:za~i~nsc>h~S been
atualrlod. \11.\.'0.1.). 9021 Vol L- e .L'"-lnLlto0 U..L I....GotJ.n~) 01 -che
Joint Pl8.n11ing 8ub-COItl:·1=i.·tt.eo of tJl0 Chioils o~C C3tc.:ff Conunitteo
on 9 ~!lall ..t/~, 3.j}(1 ?lan for the 1)8~rcn_cc of tho Gulf anc1 Lower River
St. Lawrence in 194~)

3.5- 130trl tho l~olc ancl t11\.~ <.li[3Dositions of tllO
Il8s8rvG and. l\.ctl"'vo .!-iI·J:n~T ll11itE) ill. tllC G·a~J)c· Pcnin[jLlla rornainod
generally the S8.rrlO (luri11:~~ 19L1~~-. rTl1c )~cti'\-c 1\rray eOl1tinuod.

e

to
Daintain its coast delenco and an~i-aircraft installations,
and one inf~lnt ry COIUpo.ny at GQ[3~)cf', vlb.ilc ,~l-'C P.irn.oLls}(i until
~!1ay 19L~L} -an. infan.try bQttQlioll. (R. e10 Jol)'.<r ill1do:ccoinC; rofresl1er
tro.il1.inG, Vias aVCtilc11J1c L1S 1I10bilc IlC?DOr\!o.~ .
(TI.C~oSo 9027 Vol 2: e.G-.,). to tIle llinist8r 15 ~~QY' ~_l~, 3-11(1

De:f8Y1C os of the Ri 'Jor QrlC~ Grul:C of
l St. Ilo.rlren c,; c, 9 ~.l2.r i-~-5)

36. Naval and air plans for the dofence of shipping
in the Gulf ar08 durin~ tho 1945 S8QSOn were similar to those
for 194~. For despite tho ovor211 fnvourablo trend of the war
in Europe dLlring tb.o lattor year, the submo.=cirlc monQCO still
8xistcd_. In "tJ10 autumn the U-boats hQc1 again ont8rod tIl0
lower rivor and had torpodoed and damQgc~ two ships off Pointe
dos I.Tonts. 1'1. fU.l"i~l10r consi(lo1~atio~n \~r,~1S that Canaclio.n shiplJing
plans for 1945 CQllod for Qn incroQsod usc of the St. Lawrence
Wo.telrrv'Tay as COffil)8.1'cd to prcvioL1S YOO.l"S. Some 6.:-~· nQval cro.ft
would be operating from tho bases associated with the protoction
of the Gulf shippinS at the oponing of TIQvig2tion and 72 by July.
These dispositions would bo subject to chQngo in Qccordnnce
with tho goneral course of w~r at GOQ. Air Forco protoction
VIOlllc1 bo pJ~ovidGd 1"li'lOIl1 tho reSOLl.rees of t11c .t':..O.C.-in-J.
Eastel"Il l~ir COIlTCnu11cl, WllO VVOllld allocQto hj.3 fOI~ces ·to moot tl10
noecLs of the sltll3.ti.orl. One &;oncr31 r(:.:;coI1no..is3aIlce sQl1Ll.dron
'tlould be based nt G~8pc'_ (11.Q.:3. 9027 Vol 2: J?lQn f·01" tb.o
Dofo11ce of the Gulf OJ.lcl LO'v-~~or 3t. LL1VJrCnCO Ri'\lor i11 19 i ;-5)

370
considerable roductions in its coastal dofence fafoos, and had
witlldrlQvm all Qctiv-o units frora -br~.o .P01~t of (}[18.)8, vvlt11 tho
8JCC8ption ofl tIle close deflonco Cll1_(J c::o.m1nQt ion battol'lY. Those
units t110 l-i.TTny dicl not propose to :cc.)~LQCO on t!LO openint~ of
navigation. FOI~ tll.o probo.llilj,ty ()~Ll ,:LttJ.clcs on sl10re install
ations vvo..s no';v consiclered to be [1 rCT10te one, o.ilc1 it VvQS felt
tJ13.t a ny- nttac:-cs \vhic11 migllt OCOllr could 1)0 sU.cCGssfully
handlod by the Resorvo ~rmy. (12~~~)

38. lS[lrljr in ~1.'pI·iJ- -tJ1.C 19t-;-5 ship~)lrlG SCQSO:'-1 opened
o.~lcl the RescI'vo ~\rrrlY tool"~ u.P its o.po~CQt i.ono..l raJ_os o.ncl raanned
tI1G road blocks in connect ion vritJ1 -the orlforce~jC11t Oj~ tllC
;?dim out;]. On 3 l/1a.y Jl0s-tiJ_itios COQsod in EU1~O.PO, and 011

n R. do Jol VI3.S T110vod to 3yclno~T in I,..1:l~r 19L1-~~ fo~c coast
(.1ofo11CC cluty ancl \"'I·~~S To.-?J_aced in its resorve rolo by
n mobiJ~o dO-GQcllmcl1t ol3go.11izocl Qt~ \Tn]_co.r·bior training
c en t ro • (1-: 0 i~l_ f). 902 7 Vo1 2: D.1'-1. o. 8: ~. to J). 0 • C•

•D. 1'1o. 5, 1 7 lInY l:_ i~ )
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the J.. 2tl1 the clinl 01It vias sus pOYldod, and ordors issued for
the withdrawal of tho road "blocks. 0 (H.q.S. 9027 Vol 2:
D.G.C. 1·1.D. 1\10. 5 to SoctJT , D,l~.D., 12 I\/lay 45'). Finally 011

28 Jun N.D.E.G'". informed tho D.O.C. l\1.D. No • .5 thnt llconsequent
u.pon the romov{ll o:f tb.c subInnIJino TIl0nnCe 0.11 llnits of tho
Reservo l\.rrny 'urldcr your COlliTll3.YJ.d rrlLl~~.r 1)8 vvithdrnvm froln' -th'€)ir

..1- • l' 1 · 1 d" J I 1" (, (T~ Q C'( 3h44 A0J;>ora v 1.0na ro os lTI.O. tl' :Lrlr~ CO£18 C VVQ-C C.l1lng' LL • .;.1->. / -.n-
Vo1 4: D. 1\'1 •o. & P. t 0 1). () • C. 1~: •D. 1~o. ,5, 2 8 JurI L1..5).

39- rrJ1is rOo'port VvflS .prelJQ~co(l by I;/Ia.j D.I~. Cunningham.



APPENDIX "Aft
To Hist Seo A.H.Q4

Report No. 30

LIST OF STEAMSHIPS SUNK IN ST. LAiJVRENCE IN 1942 AND 1944-------------------_. ~.. ,,' .

Name Cause of Loss Date StUlJss:s:- Lato (Neth) SUbinarli1e 1275742

s.s. Niooya {Br} Submarine 12/5/42

8.S. Dinaric (Br) Submarine 6/7/42

8.S. Hainault (Belg) Submarine 6/7/42

8 •.S. Anastassios
Pateras (Gr) Submarine 6/7/42

8.8. Frederika
Lansen (Br) Submarine 20/7/42

S.S. Ohatham (U.8.) Submarine· 27/8/42

s.s. Arlyn (U .S. ) SubmarirJ8 28./8/42

S.s. Donald Stuart (Br) Submarine 3/9/42

8.S. Aeas (Gr) Subr1arine 7/9/42

S.8. Mt. 'J;'aygetos (Gr) Submarine 7/9/42

s.s. Mt. Pindus (Gr) Submar·ine 7/9/42

s.s. Oakton (Can) Submarin.8 7/9/42

s.s. Inger Elizabeth (Nor) Submarine 15/9/42

s.s. Saturnus (Neth) Submarine 15/9/42

S.8. Joannis (Gr) Submarine 16/9/42

X 8 •.8. Essex Lance (Br) Sub!.narine 16/9/42

8.S. Carolus (Br) Submarine 9/10/42

s.s. vVaterton (Br) Submarine 11/10/42

8.8.• Caribou (Br) Subnlarine 14/10/42

X 8.S. Fort Thompson (Can) Submarine 2/11/44

LIST OF HMO SHIPS SUNK IN ST. LXNRENCE IN 1942 AND 1944

Name Cause of l.oss Date Sunk

H:M:CS Raccoon Submarine 14/9/42

HMOS Charlottetown Submaril18 18/9/42

HMOS Magog Submarine 14/10/42

HMOS Shawinigan Submarine Nov./44

X Torpedoed but not sunk.
(Compiled from information provided by Directorate of Naval
Intelligence, N.S.H.Q.). . 28 Jun 51

This is an amended list sent to this directorate by
Director of Naval Information in reply to our HQS 1450-9 of 16 May 51.
It has been ohecked with directorate of Naval Intelligence.
Note: the location of Shawinigan's sinking unknown.
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