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Allied Forces :in CanadalJ 1940..,194: DETE:-l1AR lJJ.9.8L
10 Tohie Report s brle account of the

organizing and trainin p in Can da» of canting be ror the

. foroes raised by t,he Netherlan sand ot ... All ad govern""

ments whioh had been driven into exile by the s ea lng

, rever as or 1939 .. 1 4 0 The rlncipal source of ma""Sl" 1

are Headquarter S cret f.les n th

the various Allied mi s10ns to Canada

eth rl nds effort ald

20

Can d.

FORMATION OF NETHERL. -DS F ROE

In July 1940 the N0therlends minister to

pproached th Canadien Undc1?=S cretaz'y f sta te

fOl'" Ex erna'l Affairs for permlssio, to:r.G ,130 a Dutc

ba ttelion in Canada J he purpose ot13uch a un! t being to

reinforce th "Notherlands Legion" t 0 _ being Qrganized i

E gl nd (HoQoSe 636, vol 1:' Groenman to Sirel too" 20 Jul

40)0 On the advice f the M ni3ter of otio a1 Defenc n'

the Chief of h General Staff ~ th-- Dutc propos 1s ero
I

approved in principl Q The Me herlands author' ties ere to

be oompl tely responsible for th tarprise; th Caned1 n

gov rnment ou d aooept no liabl1it ~ financ al or otho~IDi e

(see Appx "A" to tni Report)o

On 26:S p 40 the Hath rlands .11it ry

~1sGion w s set up at 48 Sparke St~ ott U ,0 ~~s t f~ OO~=

slst d offioers end NoCeOso from the r late Q
stab113hms~

in Engl nd (Ho,QoSo 8746 vol 1: 311: to t u.rray, 8 Ja

~
I

1; tt ched memo, p~ 3)0 ,Plans for a rec~uit1ng rogr mme

were Oonsidered 1mmed~at lyo In tho tracin of Dltch

oi tiz ns in 'this country for consori tion into the 5.ncip1ont

unlt~ it would appear that he Mission a assi~t d by



Can dats National War S rvices (H Q. 86"6 vol l:

Everette to LaF1eohe, 80ct.40*}o Early in November. aot 1

recruiting COJrilnence (Skelton to ra." mo, po 2)0

40 In January 1941 the sa on moved to the

McLagan Furniture BUilding in Stra tford Ont, her adequate

QQcommodntion and training faoilities had been seou"'"ed

(H"Q.So 8636, 'vol 2: MaoDonald to Secra ry DoNoDosi 8 Jan

41) 0 A this location, thencstort 1mown as "Prine ss

Julian Barracks", t e Netherlands 'I'ToOP in Caned.a ~::as

established o This unit w s not a b tta110n in 'the no 1

sense, but r thor a reoruiting depot cum train1n cs t eo

It w s comm ded f1rst by L =001 G.J Sa and subseq ently
I

by Msj (later Maj~Gen) Wo Th C rpo

RECRUITME!lT

The num' er 9f Netherlands nationals of

military age residing in Canada in August 1 40 as only 50

(H .. Q. .. S" ~746, vol 2: "The FOl'eign. Mil tary Mis ions"

(undated), attached summary)o Th ~ oountry was not~ ho's 'e~

th only ouree of pot n 1a1 recruit ; narson 61 - re a so
•

S80ur d from the United States and various ooun rioa in

Central and South America in .hich ietha~l n~s oitizens.

ormal1y r side "., or to hic they hs e 0 ped from nemy.,.,

oocupied t teso By January 1944" 11'76 en is . nt had b £In

af soted = 416 trom C ne a an mo t O' the remainder fro

the Dutch W t Indies (H.QD 856Qll~1, vo

of Dutch Officers to Mi 1 ter~7 5 Oct 4~;

.•
66

emo, "V E'i

Iso H.Q "'0

8746, vol 4: L a1 to Dp Adm, 17 Jan 4 , atta 'h d, Report ~

Foreign Forces in Can d "~** p .. 1 )0

*Memol'Qndum conoerning aNeth anda reque t for
aasi tanoe 1n recruiting; no immed1at indication of whst~

ver er em nts ere reachedo

*~1gures and other detail app aring in th*s souro
ar regard d ris only approx1m t in ccuraoyc
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lands a hoJ,. 1ii r bound n t

to eolia t any person hoae - ployme t as regarded by t :1 ...

Can dian government as e seo-1 (se A' x "An, ar ~)o

They m! T t, more vaX'; e ask d to i'sll3&s in i idua ..s ·...01."

serv c· in 130 e capaoity i the Cs adlan ar'sf""'ort (R .. Q,o 0

8746, vol 1: A2 G,. to inistar$ 2 Jun ~tl, nra 2 a 3) 0

51 llarly, h weve , a. Ou h na ional lready eerring n the

Canadia rmy might, 1 he a \1'1 hed ( nd provid d 'he t

C nad-a fa m.1 Itar r ort ould not suffer thereby), be d1 ..,

oharged 1n or 61" 0 join his own foro 0

70 Initial1 , s. C ria ian n t onal or Brit. _

s ject ould not in an c1 cu...st noes'be permit' e to

snll t n the N tierl nd'" force ( e Appx , n para A)o By,
20 y 2, th" a cood t~o had e n mod .I.1od no as t

necess r11y to pr ~~d0 fro en11stm nt 'n Allied forces

naturalized Can di na who PI' terred to serve in thG forGo

of th r tormer nati ns ity; to that ffoot: a Canadian Army

Routine Order .as 1 sued (13 e; Ap x liB"" parD. (a» Q The

reasons or such r laxa tion of the orlg:_nal r'estrioti9n are

surm1s d to hav been:

( ) A dar
authoriti
de ids 0
m rita..,

n the part of the Cana ian
, to per it sase to b·

gra te:r ; tnt on i t

(b) tand y to confo~m _ th Sri is
in th B r g rd D

oli y

(0 ) P e ure
1'111 d
:t:>ecrui
capped

e Netn ~l~nda end thaI'
s_l1ta'tlve~ ho in their
fforto" fa" t. seriously . die.>

he or gi 01 qUtill1fic· (i1.on:s Q

TRAINING i D DISPATC, OVERSEAbJ

<) ReoI'u! J. or the N t; orlands con tinge' t IO''''e

g1ven 1nlmum of lx sa s t a1 ~g ~~ 8 ad c~d ~h n

sent- to the United Kingdom f fu thaI' t· :"nin l' ., t'l.: the

p rant oro; 0 t w" how vel', e~e pos ad -to e ~er o~



.,

.,

th Dutch India () B " I'O 19.1., 50 0 -'t .,... ranks '.

p sed ~hrough the St~a ~ord 0 nt Q '"

(H.QoSo 8636, vol : C

e ttached eat ent) 0 By ~~arch 1942, 47 ra~ s b. bOl

thus disposed of nd

(ttForel

o

ali aroy Miss on tt: sumn ;,)

. e OEl p at StT -ttor' pro (:) to l€} uno ~=

rlly Is g , an t erefol's ~, oonomlcalo I C tob

th Neth rl nd unit m ved ~o th ~lnt~r Q& r uildings

Guelph, ont.') to whloh 1 t pro ptl r ans.fer d 'iPh- name

"Prine ss Ju ~.a a rraclc n ( S., 874 ·'01 .. L a1 0" 0 , .
D p po 11 Her , fol" fuz't e G••0V n mCJn ths, s I'u=._ t<=

in ,. and rEl.ln~.ng continu·do n 23 t 43, ~n accor,anc

i h a deoisio of th "0 '. erl nd govel"nman i' , the Gue p.!

oamp Vi 01 sad e MOB 0 the parso e : re a ov rs a ;

a re post d alsewh0r n Gana n llr..d the (Jni teo. S·ca '",es 0

Th oel"orth a

ro d" orui g in Canad r S cO:''l'(;~.n 'ad by e uN/ill ta"y

. B reau tl etch d to the Uetb ....l~·nds con 1 te ~ln Montreal

Addition 1 parso ne wers 5 psnd 8 ng ~ansit, ECOO tm .at d

t r 0'0

10"

i£trict epoto

Durin its t .. re y 8.1'0 (..' eXi. to.. Ot fl .th~

N therlsnda Troop::: 1 Cane. a p-"o:!ucad -10 _' ';0 ~ 200

reintor ament· (see p r 5)0

Dutch forcs i E 19land, h1o"1. "md r t.lC3 'l:i tlo "R.oyal

Netherl nds B. g. e (P 11.•• 0.... h"i1o 's)" "1 S to omo" l'

COl .and of t 0 It"ti t· C n· ian r. 'Y

ISCIPLINE

ncy,

10 f he Nather.-! ndr Troo s j G -'Ilada,:J wh ..... le not

part of . e Can 'ien Army, we.s, n i n r 1 tL..n 11 th th·

civ l·and ml11t r auth ~itles, g v ~ne i J.ls;:>l.," to .

C nsdlan unit (S0f11 Appx "An, para a)o In ~...e.tt rE:; of n 111'



d1soipline, Netherlands ·military In '., baa norms.ly to e

appliedo The maohinery for ettlng up ourts rtial

according to such law was not available in Canada; therec-,

fore, in oases of treason and similarly serious offences g

the aooused ould be d1scharged and, as a oivilian, pro~

ceeded again t by the R.CoMgpo (H QoSo 8636, vol 3: Scott

to D.M.Oo & 10, "Report of Visit to Netherlands Training

Camp", 29 Oct 41) ') . A etharlands soldier illegally abseI t

from his unit might be apprehend d by the Canadian a tho.l:·=

1tles {PoCo 2546, Foreign Foroe~ Ordor, 1941, Seotion 12)0

120 The standard of discipline among ~le Netle~=

lands troops 1s the sUbject of harply conflioting evidencs g

little ot' bloh 1 read1ly acceptable" One favourable

x"eport il' somehow suggests superfic1al observ -ion and "fils ""

ful thinking; an adverse appraisal§* appe~rs heaVily

coloured by parsonal bias~ a only a pact of Dutch d18~

cipline regarding which any definite oonclusion can be

1lDU.ied1ately offered is the matt~r of postal eecurlty; in

this the Ne~lerlanders were for some ;1me xtremely lax c but

during Aueust 1943 they sho ad very onaldorab e mpro?e~

ment (I-IoQo$o 8636, vol 4: A.G Memo, Postal IntoroeptJ. 11S =

Netherlands Forces~ 31 Aug 43}0

lfiSCBLLAUEOUS LEGAL PHOBLEMS

130 According to Netherlands 10 p the recrlit=

ing of Dutch nationals regardless of domicile TaB on a

compulsory basis In ffect, however, anlist~an' in the

Netherlands Troops in Canada as a volnt ry mat':;er; no

~oQ.So 86~6, vol 3: Scott to D MoO~ & 1. g 29 Oct 410

*~oQoSo 8746, vol ·4: Leal to Do Adm, 17 Jan 44~
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oompula io migh . ~

e exert d on "'hose .
0 di not ish to

aery (see Ap x "B", par (b) ) 0 T,is dl 0 ar~o d pro",·

t etion o dear r from the utoh n1'I; (see pazos 11 ot

this Report), nor did i inply imrn nity on the

part of evade 0 A therlands ci ti en ho had fa 18 to

aport or rvlce would on r =entry i co Dutc _ te r tory

or on boarding a Dutch ship, be liabl to o~~on y th

th rlands author1ti ; tt i ould ap'ly ev Jl though

might in the me time ha e aoquir den d an c l;lzen hip

(He oSo 8636, vol 2. Robertson to Des R05ie~5. 16 ~y 41)0

140 I as des r d th t t~e Dut h troops sh 'ld

ear C nudian batt1edre s· th Nether1 nds a g~s, an

1nnova io hieh mig t h ve een 0 n i er d oont~ary to the

Criminal Code, action 438*0 Speci 1 rrang n ere

her fore ff ct , by agr ment bet e n -h Act ng D put,.

Mini to of W tic 81 Def nee and he Un~er~Secre ryof

state for External Affairs to 1 galize tb p oposed

prac ice in the case of tho e erlande. 8 (i~p vol 1:

Skel.ton to Des Roaler , 29 00 t 4:0 nd r p y, Oct 40)0

150 Anoth rrasp t in hiob lege prov1 10n

*This provid s in effect that any p~raon earing
any uniform of Hl~ Majesty • naval~ mi itary or r
foro s, or any dre~ BO 010 e1 resem~l n such ,
uniform as to be likely to be mist ken th re~or,
;itho t 1 tul authority, shall be lia 1 on
s~ary conviotion to a f·6 d/or ~ r1 ornn nt
(ibid: AoJ.AoGo to Do Org, 18 0 t )0-
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arm was ubsequent1y embodi d n the Foreign Foroes Order D

para 130

FINANCI L SPECT OF THE NETHERLANDS ENTERPRISE

160 A JOlt considers tion 1n Otta s les ir,g

on tho N th rland~ force. S &lat the Cs adian government

would not be finan lally responslble or the nde our·

this 1s re d11y pparent 1n th

Appx "A", par s Cp 0, F)o

erms of its approval (see
.

Osp rtm n of Nation 1

Defenoe would g 0 ever, s beet to' th inano 1 restr at

ions 9al and advls th Nstherlsnders h rver p ssl leo

Ho as this policy ot oOm pe~a 10n hort of finano1 1

as istanas to . 8 impl ante? The an w r 1 provided 1~ a

oommunioation fro the Depa~ ent of a 10na D f n to

th N therlands Ml sion:

2 rielly the
and servia s prov
be ohar ad to yo
Tr asury De ·rtme
ODe

arrangeIil n t 18· tha t s tor s
d for your r qUlreme a will

Gov nmen t tbro rh our
t Th oharg will b a eo.

(a) the submission of stat men to _6

N t arl nds Governm t of ohaqu s i~w~~u

y h D partm nt of ~a~1ooa. Defen in
the os e of tr natil ·'t1ons r q rin P&ym nt
by thi ana

o uppll ~
amount involve

1 t· .. b tb I.'epara ti on y
of MoFoOG 871A Ipro

11 uoh tr ns etlon, twill
our repr n at ves 0

the ~orm in the spa rked ttCert i=
~f rao tv! g Offlc r"Q

30 Th other bx- ne as of tl is Depar < ent
t Nat ona De enc 111 issue 1m 1ar ln3iruct=

ions to th 11' di' ·otorato 0 ~ 0

( a vol 1- D s
Roai r ad of tho Neth-
er an-a litary 1ssions
31 Oct 40)

170 tinder the abov arr n em n ts , h n t a

N therland group moved to Stratford (s e para 4) their 0 .



gover nt as oharged for th tr n p r tion nvolvedc

Rent for the acoomm d tion us d by th Dut h tr ops as

r. id by the Departm n of N ional Defen e but to b

recovered from the Netherl nds governme t As the RoC .AoS oC

supply dep t in hat locality h d to be ontinuad in
•operation 301ely fortr 1 8 r quir ants oftb Dutch:<O I' $

all oosts of 1 t .int nanoe (1 .clu i.ng th pay and allo ""

anoe of personn 1) \'Ii re al 0 reooverable rom th Nether=

lands govornment (!-!-, vo 2: Sohmi"l n 0 D~OoCo ·MoDo 1»

12 Mar 41)0

180 Oth r examples of no ~finane1al ass stance

by t 8 0 adian aut oritie to ~h N th rand ent rprls

inol dad pe mls ion to plaoe recru' ti.g signa in p at

oft ce, h loan of 1 stru t10n pamp let a d training

equipment, and the Invastlg tlon y t'19 R.C.M'"P o of

au pected enemy agent 1n Lh Dutch foro ~

ALLIED PORCES GENRR. LLY

19 T'ile conten 5 o' t he .~ 110' lng paragr phs

are 00 fin d 0 ma 0 facts specifical cone 'n~n6 ch

of the Europ an lliad force in Oa ad ; f oilUis te

oom sri on Ith 0 her ation 1 tis, orr pon tng pointJ

r gard1ng the at erl nds un1"t are l' atado In~ormatl~l

of a tur not avail 1 in Lhe

omltt d, as are also speou ativ0 and Qontroverslal remarks

Th chief u cs of mater al for t.3 ~emainder of 9

.' account th~ Leal l' port ( 66 para ) 0 Al"". f1rures gl iTen

should b r0gard6~ s only appro .,1ma to? Final numbers 0..

en11s~6nt apply a of January 1944; ubs quent increas~8

t these w renot 8ubatantlalo The r a dura or rai lng

a f r 19n force in thl oountry a e, sentially he sa e

for 11 the na ion 11 tl S ooncarned; the .~. Ime fJ.y be sa!

of Ottawa's polie to erda s oh en~erprisesQ So roe of



p ronnel ere similar for eaoh, mely, residents and

eoapess in Canada~ th Unit d stat s s'd Central and

South Ar46rioQo R crulti~g, 'hi e in ost Rasa oftloiall

stated as compul ory was n fract on a oluntary asia

(sa para 1 ) 0 None of the e foroes :.. ooaede o,rersasa a

a un1 t; DiOS t or the troop' we e, 1 th or wi thout S om@ bali1s

and modified speci l=to=arm rs ning dispa1.oh d i small

dra ts . 0 the Uni ted Kin.gdomo. 30m 0 t lese \. l' ":i r' nt\'. 11y

to £1ght alongside Can· dian lOits p or van und r oomrn d of

First Cdn Army ( s in the os of ho HO,al lJetherl n a

B ig de (8 a par 1 , th 1st Belgian Infa try Br1gad and

the 1st Polieh Armour Divi in); their numbers are not,

how v r, read! y calculableo

Bslg1'~

200

conti g nt in C 11 de w re 'ompl:stad '~A October 1 400 F'1n-1

anl1atn nt fie Z"e in tcste a total ot' 316 inol d ng 100

Ca adlan reside 00 TraiLing w£s carr e~ OU~ in Q B 191an

Wing 0 th Corn. B. 1, On tr ini g CG::l'tre from April to

F bruary 1941; t a cafor : un '-il A.... <'ru t 1,9~1-, a sim11a:7

a"1' ng mont 1st d a.t J 11 tte, .po 0 Further r:torJ1tin3

wa.s don- a.t Noo 4 Dist1'1.ct D ~D Mont sal, nhere personnel

were accommodated p ndln em rka 10 Q

P land.....,..
Recruiting f r t" Polish foros began in

May 19 1 p in WindsQr, Onto bo t 1100 en1i tmen~s w re

af eo @d; of 7h hover 200 war of O~na'i n origin; n

ddition, 24 r oruits· ~~re a c pt i71tO . h P 1i h Worn 110S

Army Corp ~ Mal troops 1'0 giv n basi and m he iz d

in antry tr ining at a Polish c .mpin 0 en Sound, On 0

Weapon and certain armoured v hiola -.qu.1 en t

ware bel' owed fro. Can~(d:tan sources; carrier' end lttouri9d



cars 6"'" th trot' d S a'te"'" 11 r y 19··1

after ye of opere. tio.. h,. Ow~n Sounc. c,;.mp S,S J.o~$d;

no further tr 1n1ng as g ven Polish troops n thl0

eountryo 1 D aember 19 3 the :indsor ecruit~ng entre

was closed, further snli ... I1ts b€dng ra e'-ved t OQ lA

District· spot, a1 in Wina.sor

The Nor egi n mi SiOil to n.a oS opon.ad a

r eruitl • centre in Toronto, in s roh 1 4 0 During t~

foll wing three yo rs g m 12 par 0 n 1 ~eI'

of rhie Rbou 95 ere Canad .n residen 50

nl stad

IT at of t~e

Nor &€r ans vidently elect dto serve in l.h Il8.v.1· air

fore s" The Ho wegian n val raining cantr 'MElS 10 at d.

at JJuDenl' ur , No.; .ir fore es. ps . t} set· p u

Hun:tsw:;'ll nd G avenhur t Onto In' g1. s 1J.

:tlit r'1 p lia op 41. adja.can t 0 ''',16 L

y Januar-T 19 4" ho e er, onl" a 3m 11 de te.e sn t rems'.1l' ad

in t;. a t area, gu r iog 51torss and veh 01() Yl1~lc._. ad been

urehased from t 8 Pol So Pur her army reo .1'g ~er~

aooon~o a d t the Grav nh rat air fore ce re (kno.n as

"Little N rw y").

france

23~ R. ruiti g for t 0 Fr' Pr no

h1ch oomme~ced .n MontI' a1 in May 1.41, netted

p r'30M1S > of \l1bo 72 Vi N:J r sldsnt of an dao These

rare glv n no training ~ this oount J' bu dispa~ore C

th U.. Ko aa sailing space beoam av 11 bla 0 In add. .. t ..O.

to this number I 14 French n& ion 1 Vi re p rmi tted to joi:n

the tf Girs d 11 f re in lh Uni ted S '. te 0

naval ra tinga 1 ha.v h ,. deoarted to th F 0

o hund d V:tc'hy

en from th United Stat

and on C nadlen tr n portso
/

to En la d" th ough Cansd
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Formatio of Netherl nd Force in C ada
Terms of Approval by Canadian Government, 22 A g 6

A... th Canadl n national and B~i 1 h s bjects 1 nJt

be p rmitt d to enlist in he N therland battalion;

B = that all plans for ob ·ain1ng ~eoruits in the Un! ted

Stat s 111 be executed ith pro r d1scret on and 1n
I

confor 1 ty wi th the aws' a d r la tions there in fo~;!

, l
C.", that the Canadian Govarnman'c will accep'J no r sponsi.~

bl11ty~ financial or ther i e .. .• 0 th reoru1 'ing

train ng, or nd qu pplng of t m anlj.s . 0 ~~ ;

D Q> t a h C n d1 n Gov·rnme t wi· cc p:; no reapon

billty for ay nd ellowanc86, t:"anflpori:;a ti n costs.

ra 10n or q arter of the men a listed, cr for the.

retur tran porta tion to C nada n e hos till t ..ss

cs se, or 1n the event 0: a

charge •

E "" th t the N therland a tho 1 tiss a

men being dive>

e n t i~o ccapt

t:or enlistment per ons who are 1" garded OJ" ·.;he Canadi n

Gover n or ng 1 e· senti 1 occupation:

F <» tha the Canad 1.'1 Govermnen t 1:-.. acoepi~ no re pons: a>

bi ity for ho p ta 13 tion OJ:" medic 1 ,X'CG tnt t whlle

the m n re so rvine in h .l: •..harlanC: s L gion, 01"

tor p naion or othQr 8 "mila':' in emrr ty: 'liD tho ho

y j 1n th foroe;

th t, while th Cnnadi n Gove on t 1s fA." e of n'

r epon31bility as not d abovo th forQ~ organiz a !

all m mber~ th r ot mu t b s joot to EID confo.m . 'h

Cal~dian law and gUlat1.ons em' Can d ...sn uthoritYD

civil and mil tary reI tlng to 0 controlli g ar ad

force in Canad ;

H <» tha t tap ill be taken ~'o bring the forage 1 g me t ~ers

to th att ntion of prospect v oruit Q

(Extract fro H QQS 8 36. v 1 1:
Skelton to Rals 'on, 21 Aug 40~
attached m mo)' .
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For 19n Forces Genersl1I-
bond1 tiona of Enl 8 ent:-a-s'-o~~~"'---47';2~
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